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INTRODUCTION 


Etymology 


ETYMOLOGY has been briefly defined in this book as ‘the origin, formation, 
and development (of a word)’. Some of the words going back to OE. are as 
old as time, and are represented in many of the Indo-European languages; 
acre, for instance, in OE. æcer, has cognates in all the Germanic languages, 
and can be recognized in Latin ager, Greek agrós, and Sanskrit djras, which 
go back to an Indo-European original *agros, which is based on a root *ag to 
drive, do, ACT. 

Other words commence their documented life not before the Middle 
English period, such as Lent, in ME. lenten, which is traced to a West Ger- 
manic form cognate with Lone, whilst many others appear in written works 
much later, or derive from or are compounded with words already long in 
use, such as handicap (xvni, — ‘hand in cap’), landslide (XIX: see LAND). 

Acre, Lent, handicap, landslide are native words by descent through a long 
ancestry of Germanic stock. Other words have come into English from a 
foreign language such as Greek or Latin, (Old) French or Low Dutch and, 
later, from many non-Indo-European languages of the East, South, and West. 

The forms from which English words are derived, whether by descent or 
by adoption, are traced to their ultimate source so far as this is known or 
reasonably to be presumed. Words whose cognates are within the Germanic 
group of dialects are traced back to the inferred Germanic originals, with 
mention of any Indo-European collaterals as may be thought expedient. 
It often happens that a Germanic word is represented in West and North 
Germanic, but not in Gothic as, e.g., oAK, OE. dc, OHG. eih, ON. eik:— 
CGerm. (exc. Gothic) *azks. Here ‘(exc. Gothic)’ means that no Gothic 
cognate appears in the extant Gothic fragments, not that the word in question 
did not exist in Gothic, although that may have been the case, as it seems to be 
with the West and North Germ. STARK, STRONG, where the notion is expressed 
in known Gothic by swinps — ioxvpós, swinpei — kpáros: similarly, s.v. 
BREAK!, “CGerm. (exc. ON.) *brekan’. 

For words derived from French, the ultimate source is given where pos- 
sible, and the same treatment is given to many Latin originals from which 
the English has directly or mediately been derived. The etymology of Greek 
words is usually given in detail, as, for instance, under COMET. 


Derivation directly from French or from Latin 


One of the permanent difficulties that beset the etymologist is to determine 
whether a word such as evident, which has its counterpart in (O)F. évident 
as well as in L. vident- f. évidéns, is to be derived from the French or the 
Latin. Since literate Englishmen have been acquainted with both French and 
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Latin throughout the Middle Ages and down to our own times, either 
channel, or both, could be assumed as the means of entry into English, other 
things being equal. 

This is especially true of the flood of new words of French-Latin form that 
came into English during the late xvth and the xvith centuries in the wake of 
the renaissance. The reader will see that ‘- (O)F. or L.' has been predicated 
of a very large number of words from this period. In this connexion ‘French 
or Latin’ is to be understood as ‘French and/or Latin’, or even ‘French and 
Latin’, according to circumstances. 

There was a comparable period during the x1vth/xvth centuries when many 
words were adopted from Latin, especially in translations of scientific and 
theological works, among which may be mentioned the writings of Trevisa 
(xiv), Lanfranc (xiv), Arderne (xv), the anonymous translation of Guy de 
Chauliac’s Grande Chirurgie (xv), and the writings of Wyclif (xiv). 

For the earlier period, in ME. of the xirth and xitith centuries, the source 
is more likely to be Anglo-Norman or Old French, and this is often revealed 
by the earliest spelling of the English adoptions, which point conclusively to 
their French origin. Liturgical terms and words relating to the Church or to 
monasticism are likely to have come into English from the ‘Anglo-Norman 
of the cloisters’, yet even there the Clerks were conversant with Latin also. 

These and other factors have to be taken into consideration, and each 
word needs to be judged on its own merits, from its form and context. It is 
hoped that the conclusions arrived at will be as correct as probability and 
human wit can make them. 


Words from Low Dutch 


Many words have been adopted into English from Low Dutch, that is 
from (Middle) Dutch and (Middle) Low German, and that from quite early 
times, from the xirith century at least, since when there has been constant 
trafic between England and the adjacent Continent. Where the O.E.D. 
tentatively refers to MDu. and MLG. forms as *probably' being the source of 
the English word, or with 'cf.', these words will in the present work be more 
often found given as the actual source of the English, see e.g., BOWSPRIT 
(XIII), DECK! (XV). 


Development of individual words in English 


The etymologist might be content to give the earliest recorded date of each 
word, with its previous history, whether of English or Germanic descent or 
admitted to citizenship from other languages, thus accounting for their 
‘origin and formation’. There remains, however, the ‘development’ of the 
word, that is, its progressive development in form and sense in English. This 
is every whit as important, and to many whose interests are the history of 
words in English rather than their remoter ancestry, the more useful and 
important function of etymology. 

In the present work the development of spelling, pronunciation, and sense 
has been considered, so far as this does not usurp the functions of lexico- 
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graphy. Thus, under ACRE is explained the source of God's acre, and under 
LENT is the added information 'the eccl. sense of the word is peculiar to 
English’, whilst MERRY includes a reference to merry England. 

The account of individual words includes, where useful or necessary, pro- 
nunciation and spelling. Thus under DIE! the reader will find ‘For the develop- 
ment of die from ME. dze, cf. dye, eye, high, nigh, thigh , and under jorstT “The 
development (of ME. giste) to joist is paralleled by fozst, hoist’; s.v. JOLLY, 
‘Final f was lost as in kasty, tardy’ ; S.v. HARBINGER, ‘The intrusive n occurs 
XV; cf. celandine; messenger, ostringer, passenger, porringer, scavenger, whar- 
finger ; nightingale; popinjay’ ; and s.v. ANCIENT!, “The addition of homorganic 
t to final n (xv) is paralleled in pageant, pheasant, tyrant’. Under Mos? we are 
reminded that it is ‘one of a group of shortened forms (as cit, rep, pos, incog.) 
in Addison’s “Spectator” ’, and comments on the pronunciation and spelling 
will be found wherever necessary, as, e.g., under ANTHEM and ANTIPODES. 

Earlier forms are recorded, as under HIPPOPOTAMUS, ‘Earlier forms (from 
XIV) were ypotam(e), hippotame, ypotamos, -anus, — OT. ypotame'. Con- 
temporary, now obsolete, synonyms are given, as under DIGEST: ‘In XVI-XVII 
disgest, disgestion were also current’. 

Words common and current in earlier stages of the language are sometimes 
replaced by other words. Thus OE. niman (see NIM), which was in general 
literary use until xv, was replaced by take, which had been in concurrent use 
since late OE. times, into which it had been taken from ON. ‘In OE. the 
words for “die” were steorfan, sweltan, or wesan déad.’ OE. capellan, from 
medL. cappellanus, was superseded in early ME. by capelein, from AN., and 
that by chapelain from Central French (see CHAPLAIN). ACCLIMATIZE (XIX) 
superseded acclimate (xviir) which was a direct adoption from French. 

Then there are words which come into political history, the connexion 
being explained in addition to their more general history. Thus under HOLD! 
reference is made to copy-, free-, lease-, house-, stronghold, Less known words 
such as floruit are referred to the similar forms habitat, tenet, Ttenent. Among 
many items of more general interest are such as the origin of psychological 
moment, lushington, quack, tantivy, etc. 


Order and arrangement of articles 


The word heading each article is printed in bold type, e.g., depose, and 
any related words which may be grouped under this are printed in the same 
type; if any of these end in a suffix which 1s treated in a separate article, this is 
printed in small capitals, thus depose ... deposit ... depositary... 
deposiTION . .. depository! ... depot. References to other articles are 
printed in small capitals, e.g. under BUSY, ‘cf. BUILD; contrast BURY’. These 
words are arranged in alphabetical order, except when a word is selected to 
head the article because it best or most conveniently illustrates the ety- 
mology of the other words which are associated with it: thus astrologer, astro- 
logical are treated under the catchword astrology. The catchword is followed 
by the pronunciation, the key to which is given below. 
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After this comes a selection of the senses in order to illustrate the general 
trend of the sense-development. The meanings are given in their chrono- 
logical order, which often involves a re-grouping of the uses of the word as 
given in the Oxford English Dictionary. The century in which any word or 
sense is first recorded is indicated by roman numerals, Thus, under ESTEEM: 
A. value, assess xv (Love); hold in (such-and-such) estimation xv1; B. Tjudge 
of Xv (Fortescue); account, consider xvi. Similarly under FRANK: {free XIIZ; 
bounteous, generous; tof superior quality (see FRANKINCENSE) XV; ingenuous, 
candid xvi. The semicolon serves to separate a sense, or group of senses, from 
what precedes or follows: thus in the second example the senses ‘free’ and ‘of 
superior quality’ are obsolete, the other two are not. 

For dates earlier than those recorded in the Oxford English Dictionary this 
work is indebted especially to the published parts (A-F) of the Middle English 
Dictionary, and for the later period to Craigie and Hulbert’s Dictionary of 
American English and M. M. Mathews’s Dictionary of Americanisms, and for 
Scottish words to Craigie’s Dictionary of the Older Scottish Tongue. Some 
earlier dates have also been obtained from publications of the Early English 
Text Society and from miscellaneous sources. 


Spelling of Germanic words 


In Germanic words, long vowels are distinguished by the macron (7), 
except in ON., for which the traditional diacritic (’) has been retained; a 
OE., OF ris., OS., OHG. küs, ON. hús HOUSE. 

In Germanic inferred forms (z) is employed for the palatal and the voiced 
guttural spirants, as in *zeban GIVE, *z00az GOOD. The unvoiced guttural 
spirant is represented by (x), as in *doytér DAUGHTER, *yorsam, -az HORSE. 
The voiced dental spirant is denoted by the barred d (ð), the unvoiced 
by the ‘thorn’ (p), thus *brūðiz BRIDE, *brüpar BROTHER. 

In OE. words the voiceless palatal stop, which in manuscripts is written 
c, is in this work printed d, as in cild CHILD, cycene KITCHEN, bicce BITCH, 
similarly after s as in scield SHIELD, blyscan BLusH. 'The palatal spirant (g) 
is distinguished as (9), as in gagel GALE', Gage EYE, regn RAIN, Siefan GIVE; 
after n, and in gemination, as (g), thus swengan SWINGE, cringan CRINGE; 
brycé BRIDGE!, bydgan Buy (but bygest, bygep, etc.). The letter g without 
diacritic is used for both voiced guttural spirant and voiced stop, as in lagu 
LAW!, fugol FOWL; god, GOOD. 

The corresponding spirants in ME. are represented by the ‘yogh’ (3), 
as in dezen DIE!, laze (lawe) LAW', Lazamon (personal name). 


Dating of Latin words 


In Latin words it is important to indicate their age and status, and for this 
purpose L. is used for words recorded as being in tse down to c. A.D. 200, 
late L. covers the period c. A.D.200-c. A.D. 600, medL. from then to c. 1500, 
and modL. after 1500. 
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Vowels 


The incidence of main stress is shown by a raised point (^) after the vowel, and 
a secondary stress by a double point (:) as in chu:rchwa‘RDEN, me:ditorei’- 


nion. 

à chant (tfànt), enhance (énhà': ns), bath (bàp) 

a arm (aim), calm (kam), bravado (breva:dou) 

à Marathi (marati), alamode (z:lamoud), loofah (là-fá) 
æ man (men), access (z-kses), detach (ditæ'tf) 

d accessary (&kse-sari), borax (ba-reks) 

ai bind (baind), rely (rilai-) 

au allow (alau-), bough (bau) 

e equity (e-kwiti), correct (kore-kt) 

è estate (éstei-t), endow (éndau-) 

é accent (e:ksént), Moslem (ma-zlém) 

€ (with glide-vowel) bare (bea1), declare (diklea-z) 

ə accept (okse:pt), measure (me:321), (as glide-vowel before 1) desire (dizaio'i) 
8 bird (bd1d), occur (akd-2) 

ei delay (dilei-), rain (rein) 


Exc 


Bop 


bid (bid), naked (nei-kid), Monday (ma:ndi), acme (z-kmi), depart (dipa:1t), gailing 
(gze-tlig), (with glide-vowel) beer (bia1), career (korio-1) 

clarity (kla'riti), discrepant (di-skripont), bulletin (bu-litin) 

equal (i-kwal), deviate (di-vieit) 


moral (moral), priority (praio riti) 

oft (aft), broth (bràp) 

boreen (bori-n), cocotte (koko-t) 

bodega (bédi-ga), bolero (bélea-rou), obedient (Sbi-disnt), diplomatic (dipléme:tik) 
awful (5:fal), (with glide-vowel) board (bda1d), four (f5ez) 

boy (boi), destroy (distroi-) 

hero (hio:rou), zoology (zouo'lod3i) 


look (luk), bulbul (bu'lbul), (with glide-vowel) poor (pues), cure (kjuas) 
opulent (o:pjülont), monument (mo-njümont) 

moon (min), boudoir (bii-dwaz). few (fja), endue (éndji-) 

blood (blad), butter (batar), frustum (fra-stam) 


The stressed vowels a, æ, e, i, o, u become obscured with loss of stress, and the 
indeterminate sounds thus arising, and approximating to the ‘neutral’ vowel a, are 
normally printed á, &, é, i, ó, ü. Examples: loofah (lü-f&), acclivity (&kli-viti), accent 
(æ'ksënt), elegy (e'lid3i), brocade (brókei:d), opulent (o:pjülont). 
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Vowels in French Words 


Marseillaise (marsejéz) 
écarté (ekarte) 
gourmet (gurme) 


a & S 


Gruyére (griij Er) 
fleur-de-lis (flérdalis) 
lingerie (1£r1) 
margaux (margo) 
, 6 aillade (6:jad), morbleu (mó51bló-) 
hauteur (otór) 
u  bouts-rimés (burime) 
bourg (bur) 


OIO oO *- 9 Nm 


= 


ü curé (küre) 


Nasal Vowels 


fot 


enjamb(eyment (àjábmà) 
lingerie (1é311) 
feuilleton (fójt5) 


R R 


Consonants and Semi-Consonants 
b, d, f, h, k, 1, m, n, p, s, t, v, z have their usual values 
her (h31), farther (fa'1301) 
run (ran), harrow (hæ'rou) 
thin (pin), bath (bab) 
bathe (beið), father (fa-óo1) 
shop (Jop), dish (dif), vicious (vi: fos) 
tJ chop (tjop), ditch (dit[), butcher (bu:tfo1) 
3 incision (insi on), garage (gae'rá5) 
dz judge (d3Ad5), gender (dae-ndoz), pzgeon (pi:d3in) 
j allure (oljuo:1), junker (ju:nkozr), yes (jes) 
n bring (brin), hanger (he-nax), finger (fi-ngo21) 
M what (mot), wheat (mit), whether (me-dox) 


— Qu^" H 


w wen (wen), away (awei') 
x Sc. loch (ox), Sassenach (se-sonày) 
lj, nj repr. gl, gn in Italian words: imbroglio (imbrou:ljou), bagnio (be-njou) 


The reversed r and small ‘superior’ letters (L'üt, frin?s, nosta1d3'o) are used to denote 
elements that may or may not be present in a local or an individual pronunciation. 


Special symbols 


* indicates a hypothetical etymological form 

+ = obsolete 

f. = formed on, as L. discipulus, f. discere learn 
- -— adoption of, as OE. discipul - L. discipulus 


:- — normal development of, as ME. rmesel leper — OF. mesel :- L. misellus, f. miser 
wretched 


J( as in concave)(convex, means “contrary to, the opposite of? 
| = alien, or not naturalized 


The printing of a word in SMALL CAPITALS indicates that further information will be 
found under the word so referred to. 
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a. 
abbrev. 
abl. 
abstr. 
acc. 

acc., accus. 
act. 

add. 

adj. 

adv., advb. 
Aeol. 
Afr. 
agric. 
AL. 

Alb. 

alch. 

alt. 
Amer, 
AN. 
anat. 
AncrR 
Angl. 
Anglo-Ind. 
Anglo-Ir. 
anthrop. 
antiq. 
aor. 
Apocr. 
app. 
Arab. 
Aram. 
arch. 
archaeol. 
archit. 
arith. 
Arm. 
assim. 
assoc. 
astrol. 


astr., astron. 


attrib. 
augm. 
Austral. 
Av. 
A.V. 
biol. 
bot. 
Braz. 
Bulg. 

c. 
Cat. 

Cath. Angl. 
Celt. 

cent. 

CEur. 


ABBREVIATIONS 


ante 

abbreviation, -ated 
ablative 

abstract 

according 
accusative 

active 

addition 

adjective 

adverb 

Aeolic 

African 
agriculture 
Anglo-Latin 
Albanian 

alchemy 

altered, -ation 
American 
Anglo-Norman 
anatomy 

‘Ancrene Riwle’ 
Anglian 
Anglo-Indian 
Anglo-Irish 
anthropology 
antiquities, -quarian 
aorist 

Apocrypha 
apparently 

Arabic 

Aramaic 

archaic 
archaeology 
architecture 
arithmetic 
Armenian 
assimilation, -ated 
association, -iated 
astrology 
astronomy, -ical 
attributive 
augment(ation, -ative 
Australia(n 
Avestan, Avestic 
Authorized Version 
biology 

botany 

Brazilian 
Bulgarian 

circa 

Catalan 
‘Catholicon Anglicum’ 
Celtic 

century 

Common European 


cf. 
CGerm. 
Ch. 
chem. 
CIE. 
classL. 
cogn. 
coli. 
colloq. 
comb. 
comp. 
compar. 
concr. 
conj. 
conj. 
cons. 
contemp. 
contr, 
Corn. 
corr. 
correl. 
Cotgr. 
CRom. 
cryst. 
CSi. 
Cursor M. 
d. 

Da. 

dat. 
decl. 
dem., 


demonstr. 


deriv. 
dial. 
dim. 
dissim. 
dissyll. 
Du. 
eccl. 
EFris. 
e.g. 
el. 
electr. 
ellipt. 
emph. 
Eng. 
entom. 
equiv. 
Ernout & 
Meillet 


erron. 

esp. 

etym., 
etymol. 
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confer, ‘compare’ 
Common Germanic 
Chaucer 
chemistry 
Common Indo-European 
classical Latin 
cognate(s 
collective 
colloquial 
combining 
compound(s 
comparative 
concrete 
conjugation 
conjunction 
consonant 
contemporary 
contraction 
Cornish 
corresponding 
correlative 
Cotgrave 
Common Romanic 
crystallography 
Common Slavonic 
‘Cursor Mundi’ 
dative 

Danish 

dative 

declension 
demonstrative 


derivative 

dialect(al 

diminutive 

dissimilation 

dissyllable 

Dutch 

ecclesiastical 

East Frisian 

exempli gratia, ‘for example’ 

element 

electricity 

elliptical(ly 

emphatic 

English 

entomology, -ical 

equivalent 

A. Ernout et A. Meillet, 
Dictionnaire étymologique de 
la langue latine 

erroneous 

especially 

etymology, -ical 


euph., 
euphem. 

Eur. 

ex., exx. 

exc. 

exclam. 

expl. 

ext. 

F. 

f. 

fem. 

fig. 

Finn. 

Flem. 

fortif. 

freq. 

Fris. 

fut. 

G. 


g. 
Gael. 
Gallo-Rom. 
Gamillscheg 


Gaul, 
gen. 
gen. 
geol. 
geom. 
Germ. 
Goth. 
Gr. 
gram. 
Heb. 
her. 
HG. 
Hind. 
hist. 
ib., ibid. 


Icel, 

id. 

i.e. 

IE. 

imit. 
immed. 
imper. 
imperf. 
impers. 
ind. 

indef. art. 
Indo-[ran. 
inf., infin. 
infl. 

instr. 

int. 

intr. 

Ir. 

irreg. 

It 


ABBREVIATIONS 


euphemistic(ally 


European 
example(s 
except 
exclamation 
explained 
extended 
French 
formed on 
feminine 
figurative(ly 
Finnic, Finnish 
Flemish 
fortification 
frequent(ly 
Frisian 
future 
German 
genitive 
Gaelic 
Gallo-Roman 
E. Gamillscheg, Etymologisches 
Wörterbuch der französischen 
Sprache 
Gaulish 
general(ly 
genitive 
geology 
geometry 
Germanic 
Gothic 
Greek 
grammar 
Hebrew 
heraldry 
High German 
Hindustani 
history, -ical 
ibidem, ‘in the same book or 
passage’ 
Icelandic 
idem, ‘the same’ 
id est, ‘that is’ 
Indo-European 
imitative 
immediate(ly 
imperative 
imperfect 
impersonal 
indicative 
indefinite article 
Indo-Iranian 
infinitive 
influence(d 
instrumental 
interjection 
intransitive 
Irish 
irregular(ly 
Italian 


T. 

J ap. 
Joc. 

L. 

Laz. 
lang. 
Jaw-L. 
LDu. 
leg. 
Lett. 
LG. 

ht. 
Lith. 
liturg. 
Lydg. 
LXX 
m. 
math. 
Maund. 
MDu. 
ME. 
med. 
med. 
metaph. 
metath. 
meteor. 
Mex. 


(Dr. S.) Johnson 
Japanese 
jocular(ly 
Latin 

Lasamon 
language(s 
law-Latin 

Low Dutch 
legal 

Lettic, -ish 
Low German 
literal(ly, literary 
Lithuanian 
liturgy, -ical 
Lydgate 
Septuagint 
masculine 
mathematics 
Maundeville 
Middle Dutch 
Middle English 
medicine, -ical 
mediaeval 
metaphysics 
metathetic 
meteorology 
Mexican 


Meyer-Lübke W. Meyer-Lübke, Romanisches 


MHG. 
midl. 
mil. 
min. 
Mir. 
MLG. 
mod. 


modL. 


monosyll. 


MSc. 
mus. 
myth. 
N. 

n. 

nat. hist. 
N. €& Q. 
naut. 
NEF. 
neg. 
Nhb. 
nom. 
north. 
Norw. 
n. pl. 
N.T. 
N.Z. 
obj. 
obl. 
OBret. 
obs. 
occas, 


ODa. 
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etymologisches Wörterbuch 
Middle High German 
midland 
military 
mineralogy 
Middle Irish 
Middle Low German 
modern 
modern Latin 
monosyllable 
Middle Scottish 
music 
mythology 
North 
neuter 
natural history 
Notes and Queries 
nautical 
north-eastern French 
negative 
Northumbria(n 
nominative 
northern 
Norwegian 
nominative plural 
New Testament 
New Zealand 
object 
oblique 
Old Breton 
obsolete 
occasional(ly 


Old Danish 


ABBREVIATIONS 


OE. Old English pronunc. 
OF. Old French prop. 
(O)F. Old and modern French pros. 
OFris. Old Frisian prp. 
OHG. Old High German Prud. 
OIr. Old Irish Ps. 
OL. Old Latin psych., 
OLG. Old Low German psychol. 
OLith. Old Lithuanian pt. 
ON. Old Norse q.v. 
ONF. Old Northern French R.C.Ch. 
ONhb. Old Northumbrian redupl. 
OPers. Old Persian ref. 
Opp. opposed to refash. 
orig. origin(al refi. 
OS. Old Saxon rel. 
OScand. Old Scandinavian rel. 
OSI. Old Slavonic repl. 
OSp. Old Spanish repr. 
OSw. Old Swedish RGlouc. 
O.T. Old Testament rhet. 
OW. Old Welsh Rom. 
palaeogr. palaeography Rum. 
Palsgr. Palsgrave Russ. 
pass. passive S. 
path. pathology SAfr. 
perf. perfect Sandahl 
perh. perhaps 
pers. person sb. 
Pers. Persian SC. 
pert. pertaining Sc. 
Peruv. Peruvian Scand. 
Peterb. ‘Peterborough Chronicle’ scholl.. 
Chron. Sem. 
Pg. Portuguese S.Eng.Leg. 
pharm. pharmacy Serb. 
philol. philology sg. 
philos. philosophy, -ical Sh. 
phon. phonetics sing. 
photogr. photography Sinh. 
phr. phrase Skr. 
phys. physics S1., Slav. 
physiol. physiology sl. 
pl. plural south. 
P.L. ‘Paradise Lost’ Sp. 
poet. poetic(al Sp. 
pop. popular spec. 
popL. popular Latin str. 
poss. possessive str. 
poss. possible, -ly subj. 
pp. past participle, -jal subseq 
ppl. participial superl. 
PPI. ‘Piers Plowman’ surg. 
Pr. Provençal S.V. 
prec. preceding Sw. 
pref. prefix .— S.W. 
prep. preposition syli. 
pres. present syn., synon. 
prob. probably Syr. 
Promp. Parv. ‘Promptorium Parvulorum’ techn. 
pron. pronoun theol. 


[xiii] 


pronunciation 
proper(ly 
prosody 

present participle 
Prudentius 

Psalm 
psychology 


past (tense) 

quod vide, ‘which see’ 

Roman Catholic Church. 

reduplicating 

reference 

refashioned, -ing 

refiexive 

related (to) 

relative 

replacing, -ed 

representing, -ed, -ation 

Robert of Gloucester 

rhetoric(al 

Roman, -ic, -ance 

Rumanian 

Russian 

South 

South African 

B. Sandahl, Middle English Sea 
Terms, I (1951), II (1958) 

substantive 

scilicet, ‘understand’ or ‘supply’ 

Scottish 

Scandinavian 

scholastic Latin 

Semitic 

‘South English Legendary’ 

Serbian 

singular 

Shakespeare 

singular 

Sinhalese 

Sanskrit 

Slavic, Slavonic 

slang 

southern 

Spanish 

spelling, spelt 

specific(ally 

stress, -ed 

strong 

subject 

subsequent(ly 

superlative 

surgery 

sub voce, ‘under the word’ 

Swedish 

south-western 

syllable 

synonym, -ous 

Syrian 

technical 

theology, -ical 


ABBREVIATIONS 


'l'okh. 'Tokharian vb. verb 
tr. translating, -ion vbl. verbal 
tr., trans. transitive viz. videlicet, 'namely' 
transf. transferred Vulg. Vulgate 
trissyll. trissyllable W. Welsh 
Turk. Turkish W. West 
tvpogr. typography w. with 
ult. ultimate(ly WF. western French 
unexpl. unexplained WGerm. West Germanic 
unkn. unknown WIE western Indo-European 
unstr. unstressed wk. weak 
U.S. United States wk. vb. weak verb 
usu. usual(ly WS. West Saxon 
var., varr, variant(s W vcl. Wyclif 
vars. zool. zoology 


PUBLISHERS NOTE 


Dr. C. T. ONIONS, whose lifetime of learning this dictionary harvests, died 
while it was still going through the press. He was the last of the editors of 
the original Oxford English Dictionary and for many years the doyen un- 
questioned of English lexicography. ‘The publishers would lke to take this 
last opportunity of saluting the man to whom this etymological dictionary 
will be an enduring monument. 

They also wish to acknowledge the part played in the enterprise by Dr. 
G. W. S. Friedrichsen, once his collaborator on the Oxford English Dictionary 
and Mr. R. W. Burchfield who is now editing that dictionary’s new Supple- 
ment. In 1962 they undertook the task of helping him to see the book through 
the press. The text was already in galley and some of the earlier sheets were in 
revise. Although Dr. Onions had decided the main points of policy and drafted 
nearly all the entries, Dr. Friedrichsen and Mr. Burchfield still had much 
exacting work to do in the way of reading proof and settling knotty points. 
The publishers would like to thank both of them for their scrupulous 
diligence and to thank Dr. Friedrichsen not only for his labours in dealing 
with the revises but for contributing the Introduction. 

The publishers are also indebted to the late Professor D. P. Costello and to 
Mr. I. P. Foote for verifying the Slavonic forms and Professor Norman 
Davis for checking the spellings of the Lithuanian words. 
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A 


A, first letter of the alphabet, used in the 
symbol Az, applied in Lloyd’s Register to 
ships in first-class condition in respect of 
hull and stores, A denoting ships new or 
renewed, 7 and 2 the state of the stores. 
Hence Ar adj. first-class; in U.S. A No. I. 


alo, (emph.)ei reduced form of AN? used 
since XII immed. before a word beginning 
with a cons. For the loss of n cf. MY, THY, 
NO!, and z', o' for IN, ON. 


a? 9 ME. o, a (x11), in a distributive sense, 
e.g. twice a day, reduced form of ON, as in 
OE. on dage ; cf. Icel. d dag. Formerly used 
widely in other idiomatic phrases and sur- 
viving in comps. of A-l, and NOWADAYS; 
linked with a gerund, as go a-begging XIV. 


a? a, ə prefixed to proper names in war-cries 
rallying men to a leader, e.g. a Warwick. xiv. 
- (O)F. a to:-L. ad (see AT). 


a‘ o appended to lines ‘in burlesque poetry, 
to lengthen out a syllable, without adding 
to the sense’ (J.), as in And merrily hent the 
Stile-a .. Your sad tyres in a Mile-a (Sh. 
‘Winter’s Tale’ Iv tii 133, 135); prob. 
originating in ME. inflexional -e; e.g. sonné] 
yronné would be treated as sun-a[run-a. xvi. 


a-! o reduced form of ON prep., occurring in 
late OE., but not general before xir, and 
varying in ME. with o; the first el. of many 
predicative adjs. and advs. arising from 
phrases consisting of the prep. and a sb., 
e.g. aback, abed, Taknee, alive, aright, asleep, 
asunder, away, ail of which have OE. ante- 
cedents. Early ME. formations directly 
modelled on these are afire, afoot, aland (in 
imitation of which were formed later aflame, 
a-horseback, ashore); some were modelled 
on or influenced by Scand. expressions, as 
afloat, alee, aloft, amiss; some depend upon 
French, as aboard, abroach, across, agog, 
around, in which the preps. à, en have been 
assim. to or replaced by the Eng. prefix. In 
XIII appear formations on adjs. used ellipt. 
or as sbs., as abroad, ahigh, alow; later are 
adry, aloud, awry. Partly as a result of ana- 
logous formations (e.g. adrift after afloat), 
partly in consequence of the identity of 
many vbs. and their allied sbs. (e.g. brood, 
whence abrood sitting on eggs XIII-XVII), the 
prefix came to be combined in xvr with a 
vb.-stem to express the meaning of its 
present participle, as falack lacking, agape 
gaping, asoak, astride; such formations in- 
creased in the foll. centuries, esp. 1n XIX, 
when many occasional comps. appear, such 
as a-chatter, adrip, adroop, agasp, agush, 
a-riot, asmoke, asprawl, awaste. 

Some adjs. of a prob. different origin came 
to be apprehended as comps. of this prefix, 


e.g. acold (xiv), from OE. dcélod, pp. of 
acolian become COOL. 

The analysis of some naut. terms that 
appear to have this prefix is obscure, e.g. 
tabackstays, a-burton, a-hull, taluff (see 
ALOOF, LUFF), aG-frip, a-try; in some of 
them a- may repr. at, while others may be 
modelled on abaft, athwart. 

In some instances the orig. form with on 
persisted after the comp. had been estab- 
lished, e.g. on side (xtv-xXv1) beside ASIDE. 

a-? ə reduced form of oF prep., as in adown, 
afresh, akin, talate (xtv), anew; blended 
with A-t in AFAR. Cf. Tta clock (xv-xviii), 
now O'cLOCK. Not in living use since the 
ME. period. (In comps. with verbs the pre- 
fix of- is repr. in ahungered, athirst.) 

a-* 9 prefix of verbs, OE. d-, orig. ar-, or- = 
OS. ur-, ar-, OHG. ar-, ir-, ur- (G. er-), 
Goth. us-, ur-, meaning 'away, out', and 
hence used as an intensive, as in OE. abidan 
ABIDE, alihtan ALIGHT!, árisan ARISE, Gmasod 
AMAZED, ascamod ASHAMED ; dgdn AGO. New 
formations are ACCURSE, AGHAST. 


a-t ə, ei, (stressed) æ prefix of negation and 
privation, repr. Gr. a- (before a vowel AN-*) 
= UN-!. Occurs in (i) words repr. Gr. 
comps., mostly adopted through French or 
Latin, and in which the significance of the 
prefix is wholly or partially obscured, as 
abyss, adamant, amethyst, amorphous, atom, 
atrophy, azote; (ii) terms of the arts and 
sciences, having Gr. bases, but coming 
mainly through late L., medL., or modL., 
as abranchiate, aboulia, acatalectic, acepha- 
lous, agamic, alogical, apetalous, aphasia, 
aseptic, asymmetry, athematic, atonal; (ii1) 
such terms derived from other bases, as 
acaulous, asexual; (iv) gen. terms modelled 
on these, as amoral, asocial. 

-a! o repr. Gr. and L. -a of fem. sgs. ; cf. -1A!. 

-a* o repr. Gr. and L. -a of n. pls. ; cf. -14*. 

aardvark à-dvàik S. African insectivorous 
quadruped. xix. Afrikaans (now erdvark), f. 
aarde EARTH + varken pig (see FARROW?), 


aasvogel à:svougol S. African vulture. XIX. 
Afrikaans (now aasvoël), f. aas carrion (rel. 
to EAT)+ vogel bird, FOWL. 

ab- æb, əb L. prefix, being the adv.-prep. 
ab (à) away, off (= Skr. apa, Gr. apd, etc., 
OF), used in composition with vb.-stems, as 
in abdicáre, abicere, abrüdere, abrumpere, 
absorbére, abiiti (see ABDICATE, ABJECT, AB- 
RADE, ABRUPT, ABSORB, ABUSE). Some scienti- 
fic formations, as abactinal, aboral (xiX) 
away from the actinal/oral area, have been 
partly suggested by ABNORMAL. The var. abs- 
appears in ABSCESS, ABSCOND, ABSTAIN, etc. 


ab(b)a z-bo Arabian sleeveless outer gar- 
ment. xIx.— Arab. ‘aba. Also abaya obà jo. 


ABACK ABEAR 


aback obz:k at or to the back. ME. abec, | abattoir obz:twax public slaughterhouse. 
abak, o bak, late OE. on bæc, i.e. ON prep., xix. F. (1806), f. abattre fell (see ABATE) +- 
A-} and BACK!; reinforced in ME. by ON. -oir i- L. -órium -OonY!. 


dá bak. From xvii esp. in naut. lang. of the 
sails of a ship being laid back against the 
mast by a headwind ; hence the phr. (of the 
ship) be taken aback xvii, fig. (of persons) 
be discomfited xix. Àphetic BACK*. 


abacus æ'bəkəs calculating frame; (archit.) 

upper member of the capital of a column. 
xvI. ~L. abacus, f. Gr. abak-, dbax table 
(of various kinds)-—Heb. ’adbdq dust; the 
orig. sense of the Gr. word was ‘drawing- 
board covered with dust’ (for the use of 
mathematicians). 


Abaddon əbæ'dən Apollyon, ‘the angel of 
the bottomless pit’ (Rev. ix 11) xvī; heil 
xvil (Milton). - Heb. dbaddén destruction, 
f. dbad perish. 


abaft əbà'ft (esp. naut.) in or to the rear 
(of). xii1 (Cursor M.). ME. o(n) baft, i.e. 
ON prep., A-* and baft, OE. beaftan, f. be 
BY J- eftan behind (see AFTER). 

abalone æbəlou'ni (U.S.) mollusc of the 
genus Haliotis. xix. - Sp., of unkn. origin. 


abandon! əbæ'ndən Tsubjugate; give up, 


abba z'bo father (Mark xiv 36, Rom. viii 15, 
Gal. iv 6). xiv. ecclL. abba, N'T.Gr. abba 
— Aramaic (Syriac) abba. 


abbacy z:basi position of abbot or abbess. 
xv (Wyntoun) -ecclL. abbdcia, var. of 
abbatia, f. abbát- ABBOT ; see -Acv. abbatial 
abei-fal pertaining to an abbot, abbess, 
abbey. xv.—- F. abbé z'bei gen. title for 
men wearing E dress. XVIII. = F. (OF. 
abe, abet) 3 abbütem. abbess «abis 
female ae corr. to abbot. XII 
(RGlouc.). — OF. ab(b)esse (= Pr. abadesa) 
:-ecclL. abbadissa, -tissa (whence OE. 
abbodisse, -esse), f. abbdt-; see -Ess', abbey 
æ'bi monastery presided over by an abbot. 
xui (La5.). - OF. ab(b)eie (mod. abbaye) = 
Pr. abadia - ecclL. abbàdia, -tia abbacy; 
see -Y?. abbot æbət superior of an abbey. 
OE. abbud, -od, -ad, -ot, corr. to MDu. 
abbet, OHG. abbát (Du., G. abt) — ecclL. 
abbatem, for abbd-tem (whence Pr. abat, 
F. abbé, It. abate), nom. abbds — Gr. abbas 
— Syriac abbáà ABBA; the word was formerly 
applied in the East gen. to monks. ‘The var. 


orig. to the control of another xiv; Tbanish 
XVI, —OF. abazdoner (mod. abandonner), f 
pbr. a bandon (whence ME. adv. abandon 
under control, at one's will, entirely), i.e. 
a to (AD-), bandon jurisdiction, control :- 
Rom. *bóandónem (cf. Pr. bandó permission, 
freedom), f. *bandum, var. of medL. bannum 
BAN}, In pa. ppl. adj. aba-ndoneEp! given 
over to evil xvir. Hence, or — (O)F. aban- 
donnement, aba-ndonMENT. XVII. 


abandon? obz:ndon, ||abá-d5 freedom from 
restraint. XIX. F., f. abandonner (see prec.). 


abase obers lower, depress, humiliate. Xiv 
(Gower). Late ME. abesse, abasse ~ OF. 
abaissier (mod. abaisser), f. a to, AD- J- baissier 
lower:- Rom. *bassiáre, f. late L. bassus 
BASE’, by direct assoc. with which the present 
form abase (xv1) has arisen. Hence, or - F. 
abaissement, aba'SeMENT. XV. 


abash əbæ'f confound, discomfit. xiv. ME. 
abaiss(e) - AN. abaiss-, for OF. e(s)baiss-, 
lengthened stem (see -ISH”) of e(s)bair (mod. 
ébahir) astound, dumbfound = Pr. esbahir, 
f, es- EX--+ (acc. to some) ba, int. of astonish- 
ment, (acc. to others) OF. baer (mod. bayer) 
yawn, with alteration of conjugation after 
OF. baif astounded. 


abate obeit beat down, put or bring down 
(in various applications) x11; deduct XIV. 
— OF. abatre (mod. abattre) = Pr. abatre, 
It. abbattere, etc. :- Rom. *abbatt(u)ere, f. 
ad AD---L. batt(u)ere beat. Cf. BATE*. So 
aba:‘teMENT. xv. - OF. 


abatis, abbatis obz-ti(s) (fortif.) defence of 
felled trees. xvin. — F. abatis, OF. abateis, 
f. abatre fell (see prec.)+-eis + Rom. 
*.aticium, f. L. -ótus -ATE?---icius (cf. 
GLACIS). 
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sp. abbat (x11) was especially freq. xv-xvil. 


abbreviate obrivieit cut short, abridge. 
XV. f. pp. stem of late L. (Vulg.) abbreviare, 
f. L. ab or ad (see AB-, AD-)--breviáre, f. 
brevis BRIEF; see ATE? and cf. ABRIDGE. So 
abbrevia-TioN. xv. —- F. or late L. (Vulg.). 


abc eibisi: alphabet. xir. ME. abece (as in 
OF.) with vars. apece, apsie, early mod. 
abce, abcie (cf. absey booke in Sh. 1st Folio); 
f. first three letters of the (Roman) alphabet. 
Cf. OE. dbécédé alphabet, and ABECEDARIAN. 


abdicate z-bdikeit disown, renounce. XVI. 
f. pp. stem of L. abdicáre lit. ‘announce 
away! (i.e. as not belonging to one), f. ab 
AB--+-dicdre proclaim (as in INDICATE). So 
abdica-TIon. xvi. ~L 


abdomen z‘bdomen, zbdou'men belly. xvi. 
= L. abdõmen. The variation in pronunc. 
has obtained since xviii. So abdominar! 
ébdo:minol xvill. ~modL. abdémindlis, f. 
L. stem abdémin- ;abdo-minovs big-bellied. 
XVII. 


abduct &bda-kt carry off feloniously. xix. 
f. abduct-, pp. stem of L. abdücere (whence 
rare abdu:ce xvi), f. ab AB- J- dácere lead, 
carry (cf. DUKE). So abdu-cTIoN. Xvu. 
- late L. abdu-ctor (anat.) xvii  modL. 
(sc. musculus muscle); see -OR?. 


abeam obi-m (naut.) at right angles to a 
ship’s length (the beams of a ship being at 
right angles to the keel). XIX. f. A-!--BEAM, 
after ATHWART. 


abear obzo:i endure, tolerate. OE. àberan, 
ME. abere, f. à- A-*-cFberan BEAR?. The 
mod. dial. and vulgar use is a new formation 
(perhaps xIx in Cockney dial.) after abide 
(‘can’t abide’ having suggested ‘can’t abear’). 


ABECEDARIAN 


-ABLE 





abecedarian  ei:bisideo:rion alphabetical; 
(one) occupied in learning the alphabet. 
xvi. f. late L. abeceddrius, f. first four 
letters of the alphabet, abcd; see ~ARIAN. 
So abece-dary xvi; also (xv) spelling- 
book, primer (medL. abeceddrium, sb. use 
of n.adj. sc. manudle manual). Cf. apc. 
abed abe-d in bed. ME. abedde (x11), OE. 
on bedde; see A-!, BED. 


abele abi-l, ei-bal white poplar. xvi (abeel, 

Gerarde). — Du. abeel- OF. abel, aubel :- 
medL. albellu-s, dim. of albus white (cf. 
ALBUM). 


aberdevine z'boidivain siskin. 
unkn. origin. 


aberglaube à:borglaubo superstition. xix 
(M. Arnold). G., f. pejorative or negative 
prefix aber- - glaube BELIEF. 


Abernethy zeboini:pi kind of hard biscuit. 
XIX. f. name of John Abernethy, surgeon 
(1764-1831). 

aberration zborei:Jan straying, deviation. 
xvi. — L. aberratid(n-) (in classL. only in 
Cicero, relief, diversion), f. aberráre, f. ab 
AB--Ferrüáre ERR. So aberrawr ebe:ront 
going astray XVI (Sc.; rare before XIX); 
deviating from the normal xix. 


aberuncator see AVERRUNCATOR. 


abet abet incite (now, to wrongdoing). 
XIV. ~ OF. abeter, f. a to, AD--+-beter BAIT. 
So abe-tmMentT. xiv. —AN. abetement. 
abe-ttor. xvi. - AN. abettour (OF. abetere) ; 
see -OR}. 

abeyance obei-ans (leg.) state of expectancy 
XVI; suspension XVII. — AN. abeiance, OF. 
abeance, f. abeer aspire after, f. a- AD--+ beer, 
baer gape (mod. bayer, béer) = Pr., Sp. 
badar, lt. badare :- mmedL. batdre gape (cf. 
BAY?), perh. of imit. origin ; see -ANCE. Q In 
OF. abeance was applied to the condition of 
the aspirant in whose appetence a property 
stands; in Eng. law the term was transferred 
to the condition of the property. 


abhor obh5:1 regard with horror or loathing. 
xv. — L. abhorrére shrink in dread, be far 
from or inconsistent with, f. ab AB- 4- horrere 
stand with hair on end, stand aghast, shudder 
(cf. HORRID); F. abhorrer (xv1) prob. influ- 
enced the Eng. word. So abhorrence 
obho:rens XVII, superseding earlier ab- 
ho: rrgeNcv (Bacon), which succeeded to 
tabhorment (xvi). abho-rrENtT. xvii. 


abide obard wait, stay; wait for OE.; 
endure, bear xvi. OE. adbidan = Goth. 
usbeidan ; see A-*, BIDE. 


abiet- z‘biat comb. form of L. abiet-, abies 
fir, in chem. terms. 

abigail «-bigeil waiting-woman, female 
domestic servant. XVII (‘a cousin Abigail 
to wait upon his lady’, Eachard, 1671; 
‘tawdry Abigails’, Oldham, 1678; earlier 
as vb. ‘they did Abigail it each to others’, 
Gayton, 1654). Appellative use of the name 
of the waiting gentlewoman in Beaumont 


xvu. Of 
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and Fletcher’s play “The Scornful Lady’ 
(1610), prob. so named in allusion to the 
expression ‘thine handmaid’ freq. applied 
to herself by Abigail the Carmelitess in 
1 Sam, xxv 24-31. 

ability obi-liti tfitness ; sufficient power XIV ; 
faculty of mind xvi. ME. ablete, abilite 
— OF. ablete, (h)abilite, the first form being 
:- L. habilitàtem, -tás (f. habilis ABLE), the 
second a later latinization of it (in modF. 
habileté). Forms with hab- were common 
XV-XVII, but the conflict between hab- and 
ab- was over before 1700. 

abiogenesis <baiod3e'nisis origination of 
living organisms from lifeless matter. XIX. 
modL., f. Gr. dbios lifeless (f. a- a-*+- bios 
life, Br0-) J- génesis birth, GENESIS. 

abject z'bdsekt tpp. rejected xv; adj. 
degraded, despicable, downcast xvi; sb. 
outcast, castaway XVI (More). -= L. 
jectus, pp. of abicere (corr. to Gr. dduévar) 
cast away, reject, f. ab AB--+jacere cast, 
throw, f. base repr. also by Gr. hiémi I send, 
cast (cf. the relation of L. facere make, and 
Gr. tithémi I put, place). 

abjure obd;guo:: [cause to forswear xv 
(Caxton); renounce on oath xv. — (O)F. 
abjurer or L. abjüráre deny on oath, f. ab 
AB--+jurdre swear (see JUROR). 

ablactation zblektei:fan weaning XV ; graft- 
ing XVII. = late L. ablactatié(n-), f. ablactdre 
wean, f. ab an-+lactGre suckle; see LACTA- 
TION. 


ablation zblei:[on removal. xv. — F. abla- 
tion or late L. ablatid(n-), f. ablàt-, used as 
pp. stem of auferre take away, remove, f. ab 
AB--l-ferre BEAR?; see -ATION. 


ablative z:blotiv (gram.) of a case express- 
ing removal, distance, source, cause, agent, 
etc. xv. ~— (O)F. ablatif, -ive or L. ablativus 
(in casus a., so called from its prominent 
function of expressing direction away from a 
place), f. ablát-; see prec. and -IVE. 


ablaut z'blaut (philol.) vowel-gradation, as 
in sing, sang, sung. XIX. G. (Jacob Grimm, 
1819), f. ab oFF+ laut sound (see LOUD). 


ablaze ablei-z ina flame. xix. f. A-'+ BLAZE, 
after afire, aflame. (Gower had on blase.) 


able ei:bl having sufficient power; Tapt, fit. 
XIV. — OF. able :— L. habili-s, £. habére have, 
hold (see -1LE), lit. ‘easy to hold, handy’; 
the later F. sp. kable (mod. habile clever) 
was reflected in Eng., and similar conditions 
prevailed to those in ABILITY. Able-bodied 
(xvi), f. able body (cf. Sh. 'AllD's Well 
IV v 86), perpetuates the gen. obs. sense 
‘physically strong’ (xiv). Hencea‘bly xiv; 
see -LY*. 


“able abl -(O)F. -able-—L. -dbilis, pro- 
duced orig. by the addition of -bilis -BLE to 
vbs. with a-stem, as amdre, amabilis, but 
extended to vbs. with other stems, e.g. 
capere, cabübilis CAPABLE, and to sbs., as 
amicdbilis AMICABLE, favérdadbilis FAVOURABLE, 
voluptabilis pleasurable. In Rom. this 


ABLUTION 


extension went further; so F. concevable 
CONCEIVABLE, périssable PERISHABLE. Eng. 
formations on sbs. are actionable (xvi), 
clubbable (Johnson), pleasurable (xvi), sale- 
able (xv1). The meaning in new formations 
is now always passive, but the active mean- 
ing, always formerly possible, is seen in 
agreeable, answerable, capable, comfortable, 
companionable, durable, equable, favourable, 
serviceable, suitable; in some, e.g. fashion- 
able, both uses were current from the outset, 
but only the active survives. The wide 
application of the suffix in Eng. is largely 
due to assoc. with ABLE, eatable (e.g.) being 
analysed as eat+able ‘able to be eaten’; 
hence its use in come-at-able (xvi1), get-at- 
able (xvii). Alternation between -able and 
-ible occurs; e.g. tfeasable and feasible, 
negligeable and negligible. For phonetic 
reasons and for ease of recognition the re- 
tention of e before -able is necessary in 
(e.g.) changeable, peaceable, and nameable, 
saleable; but variation occurs in such words 
as mov(e)able, siz(e)able. Notable forma- 
tions are knowledgeable and RELIABLE. The 
corr. advs. end in -ably abli. 


ablution abli-fan washing. xiv (Ch.). 
— (O)F. ablution or eccl. L. ablütio(n)-, f. L. 
abluere wash off, f. ab AB---luere wash, 
LAVE; See -TION. 


abnegate æ'bnigeit renounce. XVII. f. pp. 
stem of L. abnegaàre, f. ab- AB- --negáre ; see 
-ATE?, So abNEGA- TION. XIV. - F. orlate L.. 


abnormal ibnóo:mol deviating from the 
ordinary. XIX. refash., after Tabnormous 
(XVIII—XIX) or its source L. abnormis, of 
earlier tanormal — (O)F. anormal —- medL. 
anormális, anormalus, resulting from blend- 
ing of late L. anémalus ANOMALOUS and 
abnormis ; see AB-, NORM, -AL}, 


aboard oboo-1d adv. and prep. on or on to 
a ship. XIV (Gower). var. of on board, partly 
after (O)F. à bord ; see A-!, BOARD. 


abode obowd Tdelay, stay ; dwelling-place. 
xii, ME. abàd, abód, f. abiden ABIDE, after 
OE. bdd waiting, expectation, f. bidan BIDE. 


abolish abo-lif do away with. xv. — (O)F. 
aboliss-, lengthened stem of abolir- L. 
abolére destroy, f. ab AB-4- *ol-, perh. rel. to 
Gr. olltinai destroy, dlethros destruction; 
see -ISH?. So abolition eboli-fan. xv. 
— F. or L. Hence aboli-tionisv, -1sr (early 
XIX), with ref. to the abolition of slavery. 


abominable əbə'minəbl offensive, loath- 
some. XIV. = (O)F. abominable = L. abōmi- 
nabilis deserving imprecation or abhorrence, 
f. abémindri deprecate as an ill omen, f. ab 
AB---ómin-, OMEN; see -ABLE. In medL., 
OF., and Eng. (xiv-xvii) commonly spelt 
abhom-, being regarded as f. ab and homin-, 
hom6 man, quasi ‘away from man, inhuman’ ; 
no other sp. occurs in Sh. ist Folio (cf. 
‘Love’s Labour’s Lost’ vi27). So abo:mi- 
nate. XVII. f. pp. stem of abóminàri; see 
-ATE?, abomina TION. xiv. -(O)F. - LL. 


aborigines zebóri-d5iniz original inhabitants. 
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ABREAST 


XVI. — L. aboriginés pl. the first inhabitants 
of Latium and Italy; usu. explained as f. 
ab origine from the beginning (see or, 
ORIGIN)+ pl. suffix -és; but perh. a proper 
name altered by pop. etym. Naturalized in 
It. aborigeni, Sp., Pg. aborigenes. Singular- 
ized forms aborigin(e), aborigen have been 
used in Eng.: cf. F. aborigène sb. and adj., 
Sp. aborigenadj. Hence abori'ginaL!. xvii. 


abortion obo:u[on untimely birth (spec. 
artificially produced) xvi; fig. xvir. =L. 
abortio(n-), f. abort-, pp. stem of aborirt 
miscarry, f. ab AB--- oriri arise, appear; see 
ORIENT, -TION. So abo-rtive (first as sb.). 
xu (Cursor M.). —(O)F. - L. 


abound obaund overflow, be plentiful. 
xiv (Ch, Wyclif). - OF. abunder, (also 
mod.) abonder — L. abundare (whence also 
Jt. abbondare, Sp. abundar, and in pop. 
form Pr. aondar), f. ab AB- ]-undàáre flow, f. 
unda wave (see WATER); by assoc. with 
L. habére possess, spelt with hab- in late 
OF. and in Eng. (xiv-xvi). Cf. ABUNDANCE. 





about obau:t adv. round, round the outside 
OE.; afoot, astir; T(with inf.) busy or en- 
gaged in XIII; going fo XVI; prep. in corr. 
senses; (also) near, approximating to XII; 
concerning xii. OE. onbütan, abütan (cf. 
OFris. abüta), ME. abuten (xi1-xi11), aboute ; 
f. on in, ON4-butan outside (of); see BUT. 


above ob4:v overhead; higher up. ME. 
abufan XII, abuve-n XIII, aboven XIII-XV 
(surviving as aboon, abune in Sc. and north. 
dial.), f. a- (repr. OE. on, as in ABOUT)-- 
OE. bufan, ME. buven = OS. bioban (Du. 
boven), f. be By + ufan = OS. oban, OHG. 
oban, obana (G. oben) from above, above :~ 
WGerm. *ufana, *ubana, f. *uf, *ub UP + 
*-ana, suffix expressing motion from. 


abracadabra z:brokede-bra charm, spell. 
XVI. orig. a cabalistic word of the gnostic 
sect of Basilides, first found in a poem by 
Q. Serenus Sammonicus (111), used as a 
charm or amulet ~ (perh. through F.) Gr. 
ABPACAAABPA, in which C (i.e. S) was 
read as C (i.e. K); rel. to abrasax, ABRAXAS. 


abrade obrei:d rub away. xvii. -L. abrd- 
dere, f. ab--vádere scrape; see AB-, ERASE. 
So abrasion obreirson. xvi. -L., f. 
abrás-, pp. stem of abrádere. 


abraxas əbræ'ksæs cabalistic word used like 
abracadabra. XVIII. Also abrasax æ'brə- 
seks. (ABpaca€ or "ABpagds, name of the su- 
preme god of the Basilidans, contains the num- 
ber 365, which is the number of heavens, 
with their spirits, emanating from him. 


abreaction æbriæ'kfən cathartic process 
induced by living again emotions associated 
with forgotten or repressed ideas. xx. f. 
AB--++ REACTION, tr. G. abreagierung. 


abreast obre-st with breasts or fronts in 
line. xvi. Earlier ton a brest (xv), also Tof 
(a) breast (xvi-xvil), țin a breast (XVII); see 
A-l, BREAST, and cf. F. de front (Froissart). 


ABRIDGE 


ABSURD 





abridge sbri:d3 shorten. xiv. ME. abreg(g)e 

— OF. abregier (mod. abréger) = Pr. abrevjar 
late L. abbrevidre ABBREVIATE. So 
abri-dg(e)MENT. xv. —(O)F. abrégement. 


abroach abrouts broached. xiv (Gower). 
- AN. abroche, f. OF. abrochier, f. a aD-+ 
brochier BROACH! ; see A-!. 


abroad obro:d Twidely, at large x111; out of 
doors XIV; in or into foreign lands xv. f. 
A-!+ BROAD; prob. suggested by ME. *a 
bréde, on bréde (OE. br#d BREADTH). 


abrogate z‘brégeit repeal. xvi. f. pp. stem 
of L. abrogare, f. ab -- vogáre propose (a law); 
after earlier pp. tabrogate (xv); see AB-, 
ROGATION, -ATE®, 


abrupt abra‘pt broken away or off ; marked 
by sudden change xvi (Sh.); steep XVII. 
= L. abruptus precipitous, disconnected, adj. 
use of pp. of abrumpere break off, sever, f. 
ab-+-rumpere; see AB-, RUPTURE. 


abs- zbs, obs var. of AB- before c, t. 


abscess z:bsés collection of pus in a cavity. 
xvi. — EF. abcés- L. abscessus going away, 
abscess (Celsus, rendering Gr. amóorgua 
aposteme, 1MPOST(H)UME), f. abscess-, pp. 
stem of abscédere depart, f. abs ABs- 4- cédere 
go (CEDE). 

abscissa ebsi'so (math.) segment of a line 
intercepted between a point therein and 
an ordinate drawn to it. xvirt. — modL. 
(Stefano degli Angeli) sb. use (sc. linea 
line) of fem. pp. of abscindere cut off, f. ab 
AB--++scindere cut asunder (see SCISSORS), 
Also anglicized Tabsciss(e) XVII-XVII1. 


abscond obsko:xnd hide away (now only 
intr.), depart hurriedly and secretly. XvI. 
— L. abscondere, f. abs ABS--++ condere put to- 
gether, stow (see CONDITION). 


absence z:bsons a being away. xiv (Ch., 
Gower). -(O)F. absence - L. absentia, f. 
absent-, abséns, functioning as prp. of abesse 
(ab away, esse be; see AB-, ESSENCE, and cf. 
PRESENCE). The stem sent- corr. to Skr. 
sant-, Gr. ont- being, prob. rel. to L. sons 
guilty and Germ. *sonta- true, SOOTH. So 
a-bsevr. xiv (Wycl. Bible). - (O)F.- L. 
abse-xnt vb. xv. —(O)F. absenter. Hence 
absentee zbsontir one who absents him- 
self. xvi. Earlier also tabsentie; of obscure 
origin ; see -EE!. 
absinthe æ'bsinp wormwood xv; liqueur 
orig. flavoured with this xix (Thackeray). 


~ F. absinthe — L. absinthium = Gr. apsínthion 
wormwood, of alien origin. 


absolute z:bsaliat free from imperfection, 

restriction, or qualification XIV; (gram.; 
based ult. on Gr. aàvoAeAuuévos) xv. -L. 
absolütus freed, free, separated, completed, 
pp. of absolvere ABSOLVE; infl. partly by F. 
tabsolut (mod. absolu), which superseded 
earlier tasolu. As sb. (the a.) x1x (Cole- 
ridge, 1809-10). 


absolution zxbsolii-fan remission of sins. 
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XII. -(O)F. absolution - L. absolütio(n-) 
legal acquittal, (eccl.) forgiveness of sins, 
f. absolüt-, pp. stem of absolvere free, acquit 
(whence absolve zbso':lv, obz- tsolve, re- 
solve xv; acquit, remit xvi), f. ab AB-4- 
solvere loose, SOLVE, rendering Gr. daroAvew ; 
see -TION. 


absorb obsi-1b, obz- swallow up. xv. 
— (O)F. absorber, refash. after L. of tasorber 
:~ L. absorbére, f. ab AB--+sorbére swallow, 
which has a wide range of cogns. in IE. 
(Gr. rhophein :— *srobh- swallow, and Lett., 
Lith., and Arm. forms). So abso:rpTIon. 
xvi. — L.. absorptió(n-), f. absorpt-, pp. stem 
of absorbére. abso:rbENT. xvii. abso-rp- 
TIVE. XVII. = medL. 


absquatulate ebskwo:tjileit (U.S.) de- 

camp. XIX. joc. formation with reminiscence 
of abscond, squattle decamp, perambulate ; 
said to have been first used in Bernard’s 
play “The Kentuckian’, 1833. 


abstain əbstein withhold oneself from. 
XiV (Wycl. Bible). Late ME. abstene, -eine 
repr. tonic stem of (O)F. abstenir (AN. 
abstener), refash. after L. of astenir :- L. 
abstinére, f. abs ABs- - tenére hold, keep (cf. 
TENURE). The same phonetic conditions are 
seen in attain, contain, detain, maintain, ob- 
tain, pertain, retain, sustain. So abstenTION 
abstenfan. xvi. =F. abstention, f. L. 
abstent-, pp. stem of abstinére. 


abstemious £bsti-miss temperate in food, 
drink, etc. xvi. f. L. abstémius, f. abs aBS- 
+base of témétum intoxicating drink, tēmu- 
lentus intoxicated ; see -IOUS. 


absterge zbstd-1d3 wipe away. xvi. — EF. 
absterger or L. abstergére, f. abs ABS-- tergére 
wipe (cf. TERSE). 


abstinence æ'bstinəns forbearance, self- 

restraint. XII. —(O)F. abstinence, refash. 
of OF. astenance t- L.. abstinentia, £. absti- 
nent-, -éns, prp. of abstinére ABSTAIN; see 
-ENCE. 


abstract z'bstrekt Tderived xiv; -with- 
drawn; )( concrete XVI; sb. compendium, 
epitome xv. — F. Tabstract or L. abstractus 
drawn away, withdrawn, (in Isidore) adj. 
abstract, pp. of abstrahere, f. abs ABS--4- 
trahere draw (see TRACT). So abstract ob- 
stra'kt take away, withdraw. xv. Partly f. 
pp. Tabstract, partly f. abstract-, pp. stem of 
abstrahere. abstra:crioN. xv. — F. or late L. 


abstruse abstri-s thidden; recondite. xvi. 
— F. abstrus, -use, or L. abstrüsus, -a, pp. of 
abstrüdere conceal, f. abs ABs---itrüdere 
thrust (cf. THREAT). ‘An uncouth and un- 
usual word’ (P. Heylin, 1656). 


absurd obsd-1d irrational, stupid.  xvr. 
— F. absurde or L. absurdus incongruous, 
senseless, f. ab aB--++a base perh. identical 
with that of L. susurrus murmur, whisper, 
Skr. svdrati make a sound, and ANSWER, 
SWEAR (cf. for the meaning L. absonus 


ABUNA 


ACCEDE 





discordant, incongruous). So absu:rdiry. 
xv. -F. or late L. 


abuna abū'na patriarch of the Abyssinian 
church. XVIIL. = Arab. abūna ‘our father’. 


abundance əba'ndəns overflowing state or 
amount. XIV. ~ OF. abundance, (also mod.) 
abondance ~ L. abundantia, f. abundant-, 
-dns (whence abundant xiv), prp. of 
abunddre ABOUND; see -ANCE, -ANT. 


abuse objü:s wrong use; tdeceit; injurious 
speech. xv. —(O)F. abus (= Sp., It. abuso) 
or L. abüsus, f. abüs-, pp. stem of abüti 
use up, misuse, f. ab AB--Füti, s- USE; 
superseded Tabusion (xiv)- OF. abusion 
-L. abüsió(n-. So abuse objüz tmis- 
represent, umpose upon; misuse, ill-use; 
malign. x1v.—(O)F. abuser = Rom. *abtisdre 
(cf. Pr., Sp. abusar, It. abusare), f. abtis- (as 
above). abu'sIvE objü'siv. xvi. -= F. or L. 


abut oba:t. A. border upon xv; B. end on or 
against XVI. In A, — AL. abuttáre, f. a- Ap- 
+butta BuTT?; in B, - (O)F. abouter, 
tabuter, f. à AD--Fbouter BuTTl. Hence 
abu-tMENT lateral support ofa building. xvir. 


aby əbai' (arch.) pay the penalty for. xir. 

OE. abyégan redeem, atone for (= Goth. 
usbugjan), f. à- a-*+byégan Buy. (Used 
confusedly by Spenser for abide.) 


abysm obizm (arch. abyss. xim. ME. 
abime, -yme, later abisme, -ysme- OF. 
abime, abisme (mod. abíme) — Pr. abisme, 
Sp. abismo - medL. abysmus, alteration of 
abyssus ABYSS by assim, to Gr. suffix -ismds 
-ISM. Hence aby:smar. xix. 


abyss abi-s bottomless pit or gulf, void xv1; 
deep chasm XVII. — late L. abyssus (whence 
also OF., Pr. abis, It. abisso) - Gr. dbussos 
fem., sb. use (sc. limné lake) of dbussos 
unfathomable, f. a- a-*-+ bussds, Ionic var. 
of buthés depth. Abyssus, abissus were for- 
merly in Eng. use. 


ac- ək assim. form of AD- before c and q. In 
OF., L. acc- was reduced to ac-, which 
appears consequently in ME. adoptions, 
e.g. OF. acorder, ME. acorde ACCORD; in 
later F., and hence in Eng., acc- was restored 
by latinization; the process accounts also 
for the sp. of accurse, acknowledge, acquaint. 


eac ek suffix primarily of adjs. denoting 
‘pertaining to’, formerly -aque, -ack(e), 
eak(e), repr. ult. (through L. -acus), Gr. 
-akés, as in kardiakós CARDIAC, demoniakós 
DEMONIAC, elegetakds ELEGIAC, on the model 
of which others were formed at various 
periods, e.g. iliacus ILIAC, mantacus MANIAC. 
‘These were the immed. source of or model 
for many learned F. words in -aque, whence, 
or directly from L. or Gr., many adoptions 
in Eng., e.g. aphrodisiae, hypochondriac. 
Many of these adjs. were used as sbs., as 
their originals or models were in Gr. and L. 
Cf. -ACAL. 


acacia okei:jo leguminous shrub or tree of 


the Mimosa group xvir. N. Amer. locust-tree 
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(false acacia) xvu. — L. acacia — Gr. akakid, 
prob. f. base of ake point (cf. ACID), with 
allusion to the thorns of the acacia. 


academy okza:domi place where the arts 
and sciences are taught; university, etc. 
XVI; society for their cultivation xvi. -= F. 
académie or L. académia - Gr. akadémíá and 
akadémeia (orig. fem. of adj. akadémeios) 
name of a gymnasium (called after the hero 
Academus) in the suburbs of Athens, where 
Plato taught, and hence applied to the 
Platonic school of philosophy (Caxton has 
achadomye, after medL. achademia, for 
Plato's school); see -y*. The application 
to societies and institutions came ult. from 
Italy (It. accademia), via France. Formerly 
str. academy. ‘Dr. Johnson seems to have 
decided justly in saying the word academy 
ought to have the accent on the first syllable ; 
though present usage, it must be confessed, 
seems to lead to the contrary pronunciation’ 
(Walker, 1828). So academic zkode:mik, 
-ICAL. XVI. — (O)F. académique or L. 
académicus (cf. Gr. Akadémeikós, -aikós). 
academl’CIAN. xvill. = F. académicien (XVI). 


Acadian okerdion pert. to Nova Scotia. 


XVIII. f. Acadia, latinized form of Acadie 
name (of unkn. origin) given by the French 
in 1603 to part of the mainland of N. 
America; see -IAN. 


-acal okol suffix compounded of -ac and 


-AL, forming adjs., some merely alternative 
to those in -AC, some with differentiated 
use, some serving as adjs. to sbs. in -ac; 
e.g. ammoniacal, demoniacal, heliacal, hypo- 
chrondriacal, zodiacal. 


acanthus əkæ'nþəs plant of the genus so 


named; conventional figure of its leaf. 
XVII. — L. — Gr. dkanthos, f. dkantha thorn, 
prob. adaptations of alien words which 
became assoc. with the base *ak- be sharp 
(see ACID). 


acarus z'koros (zool.) mite. xvir. modL. 


— Gr. dkari, f. akarés minute, f. a- A-* 4- *kar- 
*ker-, base of Reirein cut. 


acatalectic z:ketole:ktik ei:- (pros. not 


wanting a syllable in the last foot. xvi. 
— ate L.  acatalécticus - Gr. akataléktikós ; 
see A-4. 


Accadian, Akkadian okei‘dion name of a 


Semitic language preserved in cuneiform 
inscriptions. XIX (‘the newly discovered 
Accadian language’, e. 1855). f. .decad, 
Akkad, name of a city in the ‘land of Shinar’ 
or Babylonia (Gen. x 10), prob. to be identi- 
fied with Agade; see -1AN and cf. F. accadien, 
G. akkadisch. 


accede zksid approach, arrive xv; agree 


to XVIII (one early ex. in xv). - L. accedere 
approach, be added, assent, resemble, f. 
ad AC-- cédere go (CEDE!) ; cf. (O)F. accéder. 
So accession dékse:[on addition xvi; ap- 
proach; coming to the throne xvii. -L. 
accessió(n-), f. access-, pp. stem of accedere, 


ACCELERATE 


ACCOMPLISH 





accelerate &kse‘loreit increase speed. XVI. 
f. pp. stem of L. acceleráre, f. ad AC- - celer 
swift; see CELERITY, -ATE?. So acceler- 
A'TION. xvt. —(OJ)F. or L. acce-leraron. 
1900. 


accent æ'ksěnt prominence of pitch or 
stress given to a syllable xiv (Trevisa; rare 
before xv1); diacritic mark indicating this; 
peculiar mode of utterance xvi. - (O)F. 
accent or L. accentus (f. ad AC- + cantus song, 
CHANT), lit. rendering of Gr. prosdidid 
PROSODY, lit. ‘song added (sc. to speech)’, 
So accent zkse:nt accentuate. xvi. - OF 
accenter, f. accent. acce:ntuaL!. XVII. f. 
L. accentus. accentuate mark with an 
accent; emphasize. XVIII. f. medL. accen- 
iudre; see -ATE? and cf. F. accentuer (xv1). 
accentua'TION. XIX. —medL. 


accentor zkse:nto1 one of a genus of pas- 
serine singing-birds, e.g. hedge-sparrow. 
xix. Late L. (Isidore) one who sings with 
another, f. ad--cantor siüger; see AC-, 
CANTOR. 


accept okse:pt receive wilingly or with 
approval. xiv (Wycl., Ch). -(OJF. ac- 
cepter or L. acceptáre, f. accept-, pp. stem of 
accipere, f. ad AC- -- capere take (cf. HEAVE). 
So acce: ptABLE. xiv. -—(O)F.- late L. 
acce:ptaNCE. XVI. —- OF. accepta-TION 
Tacceptance xv; T(Sc.) purport, tenor XVI; 
received meaning XVII. -— (O)F. = lateL. 
(‘acceptance’, ‘meaning’). 
access z'kses approach, admission, en- 
trance; attack of disease, Tague x1v; addi- 
tion xvi. - OF. aces, (also mod.) acces: 
L. accessus approach, attack (of disease, 
morbi), f. access-, pp. stem of accédere 
ACCEDE. The earliest use appears to be 
‘attack, fit’. The stressing access is attested 
from the beginning, but acce'ss was prevalent 
XVI-XVIII ; spellings of the type axces, axes, 
axis were common XIV—-XVI. So acce’ss- 
IBLE. xv. —(O)F. or late L. acce’ssion 
a coming to, esp. as an addition. XVI. 
- (OFF. - L. 
accessary d&kse:sorij (formerly) z:ksisari 
adherent, assistant, participant in an 
offence xv; tadjunct, accompaniment xv; 
adj. xvi. —medL. accessdrius, f. Li. access- ; 
see prec. and -ARY. So accessory that is 
an accession, additional; also sb. adjunct; 
participant. xv. — medL. accessóríus; see 
-ory. The two words have been often con- 
fused. (Also Taccessoire XV, and in Sc. form 
accessor Xvi = F. accessoire.) 


accidence æ'ksidəns part of grammar deal- 

ing with inflexions (the changes to which 
words are subject), morphology. xv = L. 
accidentia (tr. Gr. maperóueva ‘accompany- 
ing things) n.pl. of accidéns ACCIDENT, 
taken as fem. sg.; see -ENCE. The L. 
word was used asa title of books contain- 
ing the rudiments of Latin grammar 
(e.g. ‘Accidentia Stanbridgiana’, 1534); 
accidents was occas. so used XVI-XVII, but 
accidence is earlier, 
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accident z-ksidant something that happens 
xIv (Ch.); (philos.) attribute of a subject xIv 
(Wyclif). —(O)F. accident — late L. acci- 
dent-, -éns, sb. use (sc. res thing) of prp. of 
accidere happen, f. ad-- cadere fall; see AC-, 
CASE, -ENT. In the philos. use based on 790 
avuBefykós (Aristotle). Hence accide-nta.. 
XIV. — F. accidentel, T-al - late L. acciden- 
tális (Augustine). 


accidie z'ksidi sloth (the fourth of the 
seven deadly sins). x11. ~ AN. accrdie = 
OF. accide (whence ME. by-form accide) 
- medL. accidia, alteration of late L. acédia 
— Gr. akédíá heedlessness, torpor, f. a- A-*-4- 
*kéd-, base of kédos care, kédesthai be con- 
cerned. Revived after long desuetude by 
Bishop F. Paget, 1891. 


accinge «ksi-nd3 gird oneself. xvir. —L. 
accingere, f. ad- ac--+cingere gird (see 
CINCTURE). 


accipitral cksi-pitral hawk-like. xix. f. 
L. accipiter (-tr-) hawk (cf. Gr. okdpteros, 
Skr. dgupatvan- swiftly flying) ---AL!. So 
acci ppitrine. xix; after F. accipitrin-e. 


acclaim okleitm applaud. xvi. = L. acclã- 
mare, f. ad ac-+clamdre, with sp. assim. to 
CLAIM. So acclamaTioN  szklomer on. 
XVI. = L. (An earlier acleime, acclame was 
— medL. acclámáre make a claim for.) 


acclimatize oklaimotaiz inure to a climate. 
xix. f. F. acclimater (f. à to, AC- - climat 
CLIMATE)---IZE; has superseded older ac- 
climate (xvu), which was a direct adop- 
tion from F. Hence accli:matiza'TION 
XIX; also acclima'tion, acclimata'tion 


(C F.) 


acclivity #kli-viti ascending slope. XVII. 
— L. acclivitds, f. acclivis sloping upward, 
f. ad ac--+clivus slope; see INCLINE, -ITY. 


accolade zkélei-d, -4-d salutation on the 
bestowal of knighthood. xvi. — F. accolade 
— Pr. acolada (= OF. acolée), f. Rom. 
*accolldre (OF. acoler, Pr. acolar) embrace 
about the neck, f. L. ad-+collum neck; see 
AC-, COLLAR, -ADE!, 

accommodate oko:modeit adapt, adjust; 
furnish with something convenient. XVI. = 
pp. stem of L. accommodàáre, f£. ad-- com- 
modus; see AC-, COMMODIOUS, -ATE?*. So 
accomimoda’TION. xvil. ~ F. or L. 


accompany oka-mpani tassociate, conjoin; 
go in company with xv; (mus.) xvr. Earlier 
accompa(i)gne — (O)F. accompagner, f. a- 
AC---compaing COMPANION ; later assim. to 
COMPANY. Hence acco-mpaniMeENT. XVIII; 
after F. accompagnement, 


accomplice əkə'mplis associate in guilt. 
Xv (Caxton). prob. alteration, by assoc. 
with prec., of Tcomplice (xv, Caxton) - (O)F. 
complice — late L. complicem, nom. complex 
confederate, f. com--+plic- (cf. complicdre 
COMPLICATE and simplex SIMPLE). 


accomplish əkə'mplif, oka-mplif fulfil, 
perform. xiv (Ch.). OF. acompliss-, 


ACCORD 





lengthened stem (see -ISH*) of acomplir 
(mod. acc-), f. a AC-4- Tcompliv (L.. compléve 
fill. COMPLETE). Hence acco-mplishmMENT 
accomplishing, thing accomplished xv; 
Tequipment, accoutrement xvii (Bacon); 
ornamental attainment(s) xvin; after F. 
accomplissement. 


accord oki-1d reconcile; agree XII (pt. 
acordede, pp. acordad, Peterborough Chron.). 
~ OF. acorder (mod. acc-):— Rom. *accor- 
dare (Sp. acordar, It. accordare), f. L. ad 
AC-, after concorddre (see CONCORD). So 
accord agreement. xl. - OF. acord, f. 
acorder. acco-rdaNcr. xiv. — OF. ac- 
co:rdawr agreeing, consonant. xiv. — OF. 
prp. of acorder. 'The use of the prp. ac- 
cording as adv. ‘in a manner answering 
(to)’ dates from xv. 


accordion okó5-udion musical hand-instru- 

ment with bellows and keys. xIx. =G. 
akkordion, f. It. accordare tune (an instru- 
ment)-+-z0n, as in orchestrion; cf. F. accor- 
déon after odéon, etc.). 


accost oko'st Tlie or go alongside ; approach ; 
make up to and address. xvi. — F. accoster 
— It. accostare :- Rom. *accostáre (cf. OF. 
acoster, F. acoter, Sp. acostar), f. L. ad+ 
costa rib, side; see AC-, COAST. In early use, 
by assim. to coast, often spelt accoast. 


accouchement ækŭ'fmã lying-in. XIX. - F., 
f. accoucher, f. à AC~-+coucher put to bed 
(see coucH). So accoucheur zkü: [ó man- 
midwife. XVIII. 


account əkau'nt reckoning, a rendering of 
this XIII; estimation xIv; relation, report 
xvii. ME. acunt, acount — AN. acunt, OF. 
acont, later ac(c)ompt, f. acunter, aconter 
(f. a- AC- -- conter COUNT?), whence accou:nt 
vb. make a reckoning xiv. Formerly often 
a(c)compt. Hence accou'ntaBLE XIV; cf. 
unaccountable (xvii), accou-ntANT one who 
renders or is liable to render an account xv, 
takes charge of accounts xvi. = Law F. use 
of prp. of OF. aconter. 


accoutre okü-tor furnish with proper equip- 

ment. xvi (Bellenden). - (O)F. accoutrer, 
earlier acoustrer orig. equip gen. (later, 
with clothing), f. a- Ac--Fcousture (mod. 
couture) sewing :- Rom. *consütüra, f. L. 
consut-, pp. stem of consuere sew together 
(see CON-, SEW). So accou’treMENT -toJ-, 
-tro-. XVI. 


accredit o5kre:dit vouch for. xvi. =F. 
accréditer, f. a- AC- - crédit CREDIT, after phr. 
mettre à crédit, lit. ‘put to credit’, 


accretion əkrīi'fon growth by (external) 
enlargement, extraneous addition. XVIIL 
- L. accrétió(n-), f. accrét-, pp. stem of 
accréscere be enlarged (whence accre:sce 
accrue xvi), f. ad-tcréscere grow; see AC-, 
CRESCENT, -TION. 


accrue okrü: come by way of addition. xv. 
prob. f. AN. accru(e), OF. accreu(e), pp. of 
acreistre :- L. accréscere (see prec.). 
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ACHE 


accumulate oekji-mjileit heap together. 
XVI. f. pp. stem of L. accumuldre, f. ad+ 
cumulus heap; see AC-, CUMULUS, -ATE®. So 
accumula‘TION. xv. ~L. Cf, (O)F. ac- 
cumuler, -ation. accu‘mulaTOR. XVII. ~ L. 


accurate a'kjürot exact, correct, xvi. — L. 
accürátus performed with care, f. accüráre 
apply care to, f. ad-J-cüráre care for, f. 


CHra Care; see AC-, CURE, -ATE?. Hence 
a'CCcuraACY. XVII. 
accurse oko-s place under a curse. Late 


OE. dcursian (in pp. -od). Now only in pp. ; 
f. A-?--CURSE vb. For the sp. with -cc- 
see AC-. 


accusative okjü-zotiv (gram.) case expressing 
chiefly destination or the goal of motion. xv. 
-(O)F. accusatif or L. accüsátivus (sc. cdsus 
case), f. pp. stem of accüsáre ACCUSE. L.. cásus 
accüsátivus (Varro, Quintilian) renders Gr. 
ptósis aitidtiké case of accusing, f. aitiásthai 
accuse, aitián, aitid cause, but was interpreted 
also as ‘pert. to what is caused’, whence the 
alternative L. tr. causãtīvus (Priscian); see 
-ATIVE. 


accuse okjü-z charge with a fault or crime. 
xil (RGlouc). - OF. acuser, (also mod.) 
accuser :- |. accitsáre call to account, f. ad 
AC--+ causa CAUSE. So aCCUSA‘TION. XIV. = 
(O)F. - L. 

accustom oka4:stom make used (to). XV. 
— AN. acustumer, OF. acostumer (mod. 
accoutumer), f. a- AC---costume CUSTOM. 


ace eis throw of one at dice xin; playing- 
card bearing one pip (reckoned as of the 
highest value) xv1; the highest or best xviii 
(Burns). ME. as, aas - (O)F. as :- L. assem, 


nom. s unity, unit, AS’. 


-acean ei'fion f. L. -dceus -acEous+-ANn. In 
sb. use supplying an Eng. form for names 
of groups in -acea (n.pl, sc. animália 
animals), e.g. Crustacea, crustaceans, 


-aceous ei‘fiss f, L. -aceus (f. -de- -ac)+ 
-OUS (cf. -EOUS); in nat. hist. it supplies 
adjs. for names of groups in -acea, -aceze, 
e.g. crustaceous pert. to the Crustacea, 
rosaceous pert. to the Rosacez. 


acephalous eise:fslos headless. xvi. f. 
late L. acephalus - Gr. aképhalos (kephalé 
head); see A-*, CEPHALIC, -OUS. (In ecclL.. 
Acephali was applied to various Christian 
sects or bodies who acknowledged no 
leader or superior.) 


acerbity os5-1biti bitter sourness. XVI. =F. 
acerbité or L. acerbitds, f. acerbus bitter, sour 
(whence ace’rb xvii) :— *akridhos, f. *akro-; 
cf. ACID and see -ITY. 


acetic ositik, ose:tik name of the acid of 
vinegar. XIX. — F. acétique, f. L. acétum 
vinegar, f. acere be sour; see ACID, -IC. 


ache eik pain. OE. ace, also ece, early ME. 
eche (1— *akiz), f. base of acan str. vb.; OE. 
pt. óc, ME. ok, ook, oke, and pp. acen, early 
ME. aken, were replaced by weak forms 
akede, aked in x1v; mod. ached eikt. The 


ACHERONTIC 


ACRE 





normal repr. of the OE. sb. was ache eitf, 
and this pronunc. was prevalent until 
c. 1820; traces of the influence of the vb., 
which was normally repr. by ake eik, but 
has now the sp. proper to the sb., appear xv 
(‘ake or ache . . dolor’, Promp. Parv.). 


acherontic ekoro‘ntik infernal, gloomy. 
XVII. —lateL. acheronticus, f. Acheront-, nom. 
-ön ~ Gr. Akhérön fabulous river of the 
Lower World ; see -1c. 


achieve oatfi-v finish, accomplish. xiv (Ch., 
Gower). — (OJF. achever come or bring to 
an end, f. OF. phr. a chief ‘to (a) head’, to an 
end, repr. L. ad and Rom. *capum, for L. 
caput head; see AD-, CHIEF. Hence, or 
~ (O)F. achèvement, achie-veMENT. XV 
(Caxton). 


achromatic ækromæ'tik free from colour. 
XVIII. — F. achromatique, f. Gr. akhrématos ; 
see A-*, CHROMATIC. 


acid æ'sid sour, tart. xvi (Bacon). =F. 
acide or L. acidus, f. IE. *ak- be pointed or 
sharp, as in acére be sharp, aciés sharpness, 
point, acus needle (cf. ACETIC, ACRID, ACUTE), 
rel. to Gr. dkros ACRO-, dkris, akis, aké point, 
akmé ACME, Skr. deris corner, sharp edge, 
Lith. astris sharp, OSI. osütü thistle, Gr. 
oxus sharp (see OXY-, OXYGEN, OXYTONE), 
and Germ. *az- (repr. by EDGE); see -1D!. 
As sb. first applied (xvi1) to ‘sharp salts’, 
after modL. acidum, F. acide. Acid drop is 
short for acidulated drop (Dickens). So 
acidity osi-diti. xvir. — F. — late L. aci-du- 
lated. xvir. f. L. acidulus sourish (whence 
aci-dULOUS XVIII); see -ATE?. 


eacious ei'fas suffix repr. F. -acieux, as in 
astucieux, audacieux, Tcontumacieux, men- 
dacieux, based on L. sbs. astátia, auddcia, con- 
tumácia, mendácium -- -eux -OUS ; capacious, 
fugacious, loquacious, rapacious are 1mmed. 
f. L. adjs. in -dc-, -a@x. The earliest Eng. 
exx. are audacious and contumacious. Frouda- 
cious (f. name of the historian J. A. Froude) 
is a joc. formation after mendacious. 


acknowledge okno-lid3 admit knowledge of, 
recognize. xv (Caxton). prob. f. tknow- 
ledge (xi11) on the analogy of the relation of 
taknow (OE. oncndwan) and KNOW; see AC-. 
Hence acknow:ledg(e)MENT. xv1. 


acme ez:kmi highest point, culmination. 
XVII (written earlier and later in Gr. letters 
dxuy). —Gr. akmé point, top, sharp edge, 
f. *ak- be pointed (see AcID). 

acne e’kni skin eruption. xix. - modL. 
acné, deduced from a misreading axvas for 
axpds, acc. pl. of Gr. dxu} eruption on the 
face (ACME) in Aetius of Amida’s works (cf. 
*De uaris faciei, qui tum ionthi, tum acnæ 
Grecis uocantur! 1v xiii, tr. J. B. Montanus, 
1533)- 


acolyte z-kolait (eccl) member of one of 
the minor orders of the Church xiv ; minor 
attendant xvi. — OF. acolyt (mod. -yte) or 
ecclL. acolytus, -itus, -ithus — Gr. akólouthos 
following, follower (cf. ANACOLOUTHON). 
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The aphetic deriv. colet (x1v) survives in the 
surname Colet, Collett. 


aconite z-konait poisonous plant Aconitum 
Napellus. xvi. =F. aconit or L. aconttum 
— Gr. akóniton. 


acorn ei‘k5in fruit of the oak. OE. zcern — 
MLG. ackeren, Du. aker acorn, MHG. 
ackeran oak or beech mast (G. ecker is from 
LG.), ON. akarn, Goth. akran fruit, pro- 
duce ; connected through its gen. sense with 
OE. acer, etc. ACRE, as if meaning ‘produce 
of uncultivated land’, ‘wild fruit’, and so 
ult. with OIr. dirne sloe, W. aeron fruits. 
OE. æcern is regularly repr. by ME. and 
mod. dial. achern z't[oin, but forms with 
unambiguous X are found xiv, and associa- 
tion with corn (and oak), which is shown by 
sp. such as akecorn, okecorn, had established 
the present standard form by xvI; acorn, 
beside ocorn, is in Promp. Parv. (xv). 


acotyledon ei:kotili-den (bot.) plant having 
no distinct cotyledons. xix. f. modL. pl. 
(-ones) ; see A-*, COTYLEDON. 


acoustic okaustik, okü'stik pert. to hear- 
ing. xvii (Bacon) - Gr. akoustikós, f. 
akoúein HEAR; cf. F. acoustique (XVIII); see 
-IC. Being direct from Gr., it has normally 
the Eng. pronunc. of Gr. ou, viz. au, as in 
Nous. Also sb. pl. (see -1cs) xvir. 


acquaint okwei‘nt trefl. and intr. become 
known to; give knowledge to, inform. XIII 
(earliest in pp.). ME. aqueynte, aquointe, 
acointe — OF. acointer :- medL. accogni- 
tüàre make known, f. L. accognitus, f. ad 
AC--d-cogmitus, pp. of cognóscere know (see 
COGNITION, QUAINT). So acquai: ntANCE 
personal knowledge; person(s) known. xiv. 
— OF. acointance, f. acointer. For the sp. 
with ac- cf. acknowledge. 

acquiesce zkwie:s Tremain quiet; Tsub- 
mit; agree tacitly. XVII. — L. acquiescere, 
f. ad4-quiēscere rest; see AC-, QUIET. So 
acquie-scENCE, acquie:scENT. xvii Cf. 
F. acquiescer, etc. 


acquire zkwaio:i gain, obtain. xv. Late 
ME. acquere - OF. acquerre :- Rom. *ac- 
quaere, for L. acquirere get in addition, f. 
ad AC--d-quarere seek (cf. QUERY); super- 
seded c. 1600 by the latinized form acquire. 
So acquisiTION  zkwizijon. XIV. 
acquisitio(n-), f. acquisit-, pp. stem of ac- 
quirere. 


acquit okwrt settle, discharge; deliver, 
release; exculpate. xir. ME. acwite, aquite 
-OF. acuiter, a(c)quiter = Pr. aquitar- 
Rom. (medL.) *acguitére, f. ad ac--+ 
*guitdre QUIT. Hence acquittal. xv (Lydg.); 
see -AL?, acqui-ttANCE settlement, dis- 
charge. xiv. — OF. aquitance (cf. QUITTANCE). 


acre eikorz tpiece of tilled or arable land, 
field; unit of square measure of land OE.; 
(dial. linear measure xiv. OE. zcer — 
OFris. ekker, OS. akkar (Du. akker), OHG. 
acchar, ackar (G. acker), ON. akr, Goth. 
akrs := CGerm. *akraz i= IE. *agros, repr. 


ACRID 


ACULEATE 





also by L. ager (cf. AGRICULTURE), Gr. agros, 
Skr. djras field; prob. orig. ‘pasture land’ 
and f. *ag- drive, do, act. The sense 
‘piece of tilled land’ is original in proper 
names such as Long Acre, Black Acre, 
Whittaker (i.e. White Acre). God’s acre 
churchyard (Longfellow) is tr. G. Gottes- 
acker. The sp. acre, which superseded aker 
(current till xvii) is due to medL. acra, 
(O)F. acre. Hence acreAGE erkorids. xix. 


acrid æ'krid bitterly pungent. xvir. f. L. 
dcri-, ücer sharp (f. *ác- as in ACID, ACUTE); 
irreg. formation with suffix -1D!, prob. after 
acid ; an earlier attempt to anglicize L. acris 
was Tacrious (xvit only). 


acrimony a'krimoni bitter pungency. XVI. 
- F. acrimonie or L. acrimonia, f. ácris; see 
ACRID, -MONY. Soacrimonious -mou'nios. 
xvit. — F. acrimonieux - medL. ácrimóniósus. 


acro- z'krou, okro: repr. Gr. akro-, comb. 
form of dkros terminal, outmost, topmost (see 
ACID) as in akrómion outer extremity of the 
shoulder-blade(émos shoulder), whence Eng. 
acromion (XVII); in mod. techn. terms XIX. 


acroamatic æ:kroomæ'tik communicated 
by oral teaching, esoteric. xvii. = Gr. 
akroamatikós, f. akróáma, -mat- what is 
heard, f. akroásthai hear ; see -1c. 


acrobat z-krobzet rope-dancer, tumbler. 
XIX. — EF. acrobate — Gr. akrobdtés, f. 
akróbatos walking on tiptoe, f. kros ACRO- + 
-batos, f. base of bainein walk (see COME). 


acropolis akra-palis citadel of a Greek city, 
esp. that of Athens. xvII. — Gr. akrópolis, 
f. dkros topmost--pólis city; see ACRO-, 
POLITIC. 


acrospire z:krouspaiaz first leaf-shoot. 1674. 
MSc. acherspire, akyrspire, f. acher :- Nhb. 
OE. zhher, eher (Sc. Techir, icker) EAR?-F spir 
shoot, SPIRE! ; through the vars. akerspire, 
acrespire, assim. to words in ACRO-, and 
prob. assoc. with sprre?. (Modern dial. 
vars, are acrespire, ackersprit.) Hence a:cro-= 
spire vb. throw out the first leaf-shoot. 1609. 


across okró's adv. tin the form of a cross, 
crosswise XIII; transversely, from side to 
side XV1; prep. xvt. ME. a creoix, o(n) croice 
(xi) was succeeded by acros, acrosse (xv), 
with occas. vars. in or on crosse (XV-XVI). 
- OF. a croix, en croix ; later assim. to native 
formations in A-! and the sb. cross. Aphetic 
cross was formerly in gen. use (e.g. ‘waft me 
safely crosse the Channell’, Sh.). 


acrostic okro':stik short poem, etc. in which 
the initial letters taken in order spell a word, 
etc. — F. acrostiche — Gr. akrostikhís, f. 
dkros endmost, ACRO--+-stikhos row, line of 
verse, rel. to stetkhein go (cf. STILE, STIRRUP); 
the etymol. sp. acrostich (as in distich) has 
been superseded through assoc. with -Ic, as 
in acrostic verses. 


act ækt deed, transaction xiv (Ch., Gower) ; 
legislative decree xv ; (hist.) academic thesis ; 
large section of a drama xvi. Mainly = L. 


actus doing, playing a part, dramatic action, 
act of a piece, actum public transaction, (pl.) 
records, register, f. dci-, pp. stem of agere 
(see AGENT) ; but partly through F. acte (xv) 
=- L. So act vb. T(Sc.) enact, record ; tput 
in motion, bring into action or being ; carry 
out, perform. xvI. f. L. áct-. Cf. ACTION, 
ACTOR. 


actinism az'ktinizm property of the sun’s 
rays. XIX. f. Gr. aktin-, aktis ray+-1smM. So 
actinic. 

action «:kfan doing, thing done; legal pro- 
cess. XIV. — (O)F. action-L. dctid(n-), f. 
ücí-, pp. stem of agere; see AGENT, -TION. 
Hence a-:ctionaABLE subject to action at law. 
XvI. So arctivE given to (outward) action 
XIV; (gram.) connoting action (xiv); full of 
action, lively xvi. First applied to active)( 
contemplative life-L. Gctivus (in vita 
activa), f. áct-, agere ACT; partly through 
(O)F. actif, -ive. activity. xv. - F. or 
late L. activate. xvii (Bacon). f. pp. stem 
of medL. áctiváre ; in more recent use influ- 
enced by F. activer, G. aktivieren; see -ATE?. 


acton z'kton (arch.) stuffed jerkin worn 
under mail. XIII. —OF. auqueton (later, with 
h from huque hooded mantle), hocqueton, 
hocton (mod. hoqueton) prob. — Pr. alcoton 
— Arab. algqutun ‘the COTTON’ (see AL-*). 


actor æ'ktəı Tagent xiv (in Wycl. Bible 
Gal. iv 2 a literalism; later Sc. xv—xvII); 
tpleader xv (Lydg.); stage-player; doer 
xvi. — L. dctor doer, actor in a play, speaker, 
prosecutor, agent, f. dct-, pp. stem of agere 
do; see AGENT, -Onl. Cf, (O)F. acteur 
author x11 (so in Sc. xvi), play-actor XVII. 
Not freq. in genuine Eng. use before late 
xvI. Hence a'ctress tfemale doer xvi; 
female stage-player xvit; see -Ess!. Cf. late 
L. actrix, F. actrice (app. from Eng.). 


actual æ-'ktfuəl exhibited in acts, spec. of 
actual)(original sin; existing in act or fact 
XIV. orig. actuel - (O)F. actuel ; later assim. 
to the source, late L. áctuális (Macrobius), 
f. dctus ACT; see -AL. So actua'lıry 
activity xiv; reality, objectivity XVII. 
—(O)F. or medL. actually tactively xv; 
in act or fact XVI ; in truth XVIII ; partly after 
F. actuellement, L. actudliter. 


actuary æ'ktjuəri registrar, recorder XVI; 
insurance company’s official who compiles 
statistics of mortality, accidents, etc. XIX. 
—- L. detudrius shorthand-writer, keeper of 
accounts, f. dctus ACT; see -ARY. Hence 
actuariAL -eo'riol. xix. 


actuate æ'ktjueit tmake active; communi- 
cate motion to. XVI. f. pp. stem of medL. 
actuare, f. áctus ACT ; see -ATE?. 


acuity okjü-íti sharpness. xv. — F. acuité or 
medL. acuztds, f. acuere; see ACUTE, -ITY. 


aculeate okjivlieit (nat. hist.) furnished 
with a sting or prickle. xvir. — L. aculeátus, 
f. aculeus, dim. of acus needle, f. *ak-; see 
ACID, -ATE*?. 
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ACUMEN 


acumen 2okjü'men sharpness of intellect. 
XVI. — L. acimen point, acuteness, f. acuere 
sharpen {see ACUTE). So acu:minate 
pointed, tapered. xvu (Sir T. Browne). 
-L. acümindtus, f. acümin-, acümen; see 
-ATE*. acu-minovus. XVII. 


acushla oku:flo darling. xIx. Short for Ir. 
a cushla (cuisle) mo chroidhe O pulse of my 
heart. 


acute əkjū't sharp, keen. xiv. -L. aciitus, 
pp. of ecuere sharpen (see ACID); as applied 
to accent (accentus acutus, Priscian), a lit. 
rendering of Gr. oxefa, fem. (sc. prosdidid 
accent) of oxtis sharp. 

-acy osi suffix repr. (i) L. -dcia, forming 
nouns of quality on adjs. in -dci-, -dx, as 
fallácia fallacy, contumdcia contumacy (the 
corr. Eng. adjs. ending in -acrous); (i1) L. 
-dtia, in medL. often -dcia, as abbdatia 
abbacy, pdpatia papacy, primdtia primacy, 
on which was modelled supremacy; (iii) 
medL. -dtia, forming nouns of state on sbs. 
in -dius, as advocátia advocacy, legátia 
legacy, preldtia prelacy, on the analogy of 
which the suffix was extended to sbs. in -ate, 
as confederacy, curacy, magistracy, and to 
adjs. in -ate, as accuracy, delicacy, obstinacy, 
privacy; (1v) Gr. sbs. in -dteia, as peirdteia 
piracy; cf. -cRACY. Lunacy (xvi) was f. 
lunatic, perh. after frenetic, frenesy (FRENZY). 


ad zd L. prep. 'to, towards, in the direction 
of’ (see AT) in many phr., as ad eundem (sc. 
gradum degree) to the same degree, i.e. in 
another university), ad hoc, ad hominem, ad 
interim, ad lib(itum), (usque) ad nauseam, 
ad rem, ad valorem. 


ad- zd, od prefix repr. L. ad (see AT) to 
express motion to or direction towards, 
addition, adherence, increase, as advenire 
arrive (see ADVENT), adversus turned towards 
or against, hostile, ADVERSE, addere put to, 
ADD, administráre give service to, ADMINIS- 
TER; the d was assim. to following c, f, g, L, 
n, q, 7, 5, t, producing AC-, AF-, AG-, etc. ; 
ad- was reduced to a- before sc, sp, st (see 
€.g. ASCEND, ASPIRE, ASTRINGENT) and gz (as 
in AGNATE) ; see also ABBREVIATE. In OF. the 
double cons. of acc-, add-, agg-, etc. were 
reduced to single ones, and adv- became av-, 
and OF. words were adopted with such 
forms in Eng. ; but in xiv these began to be 
latinized (as some had been in French) by 
the resumption of the second cons., as in 
address, affirm, allow, announce, arrest, 
assault, attend; note advowson )( avow. 


-ad' zd, od repr. L. - Gr. -ad-, nom. -as, 
pl. -ades, in (1) coll. numerals, as MONAD, 
DYAD, etc., CHILIAD, MYRIAD, and similarly 
OLYMPIAD; (ii) fem. patronymics, as DRYAD, 
NAIAD (cf. -1D?) ; (iii) the name of the epic 
celebrating the Trojan war, ILIAD, which 
has been imitated in Columbiad, Dunciad, 
Lusiad, Rosciad; (iv) names of orders of 
plants used by Lindley, as asclepiad, liliad. 
(In decade the F. form is retained ; in ballad, 
salad the ending was orig. -ADE.) 


ADDER 


-ad? æd suffix invented by J. Barclay in 
‘A new anatomical nomenclature’, 1803, in 
the sense ‘towards’ (the part denoted), as 
caudad toward the tail (L. cauda), laterad 
towards the side (L. later-, latus); pre- 
sumably intended to repr. L. prep. ad to 
(see AT). 


-ada erdo, à'da repr. Sp., Pg. suffix -ada 
(:- L. -dta), fem. pp. ending of vbs. in -ar, 
which has been replaced in several Eng. 
adoptions by -ADO. 


adage sz'didg maxim, proverb. xvi. =F. 
adage — L. adagium, f. ad An- 4- *agjó (aio) 
I say. The L. form was directly anglicized 
as tadagy (XVI-XVII). 


adagio oda‘d3ziou (mus.) slowly. xvi. It., 
i.e. ad agio at EASE. 


Adam z:dom name of the first man (Gen. 
ii), Heb. d@ddm; the Old Adam (cf. the old 
man of Rom. vi 6, etc.), also formerly simply 
Adam (xvi), unregenerate nature; Adam's 
ale water (XVII); Adam's apple (i) applied to 
various plants (xvr); (ii) cartilaginous pro- 
jection in the throat (xvin); after modL. 
pomum Adami, tr. Heb. tappuach há'adam; 
cf. Da. Adamszxble, G. Adamsapfel, F. 
pomme d' Adam. 


adamant z:domaent hard rock or mineral, 
now only as a symbol of extreme hardness 
(cf. Ezek. iit 9); tdiamond; floadstone xiv 
(Wycl. Bible, Ch., Gower, Trevisa, Maund.). 
— OF. adamaunt, ademaunt - L. adamant-, 
nom. adamüns, adamás- Gr. adamant-, 
adámás hardest iron or steel, diamond, orig. 
adj. ‘invincible’, f. a- aA-*--damán TAME. 
The sense ‘magnet, loadstone’ arose from 
assoc. of medL. adamás with L. adamare 
have a strong liking for. Cf. DIAMOND. So 
adaman-tine. xii (H. Meith. ; rare before 
xvi) —L. adamantinus ~ Gr. adamántinos ; 
see -INE!, 


Adamite z:domait one of a sect claiming to 
follow Adam, e.g. in nudity ; child of Adam, 
human being. xvir. —ecclL. Adamita; see 
ADAM, -ITE. 


adapt odz:pt make suitable. xvii. - F. 
adapter — L.. adaptaáre, f. ad A- aptare, f. aptus 
fit; see AD-, APT. So adapta TioN zdap-. 
xvii. —- F. - medL.. 


add ed join, unite (Ch.); say in addition 
(Wycl. Bible) x1v; perform the arithmetical 
process of addition xvi. — L.. addere (cf. Gr. 
mpoadidovat, mpoorifévar), f. ad AD-+ base of 
dareput (see DO!). So addendum ade:ndam 
pl. -a addition to be made. xvir. sb. use of 
gerundive of L. addere. addi-taMENT. xv. 
— L. additámentum, f. addit-, addere. addi- 
TION edrfen. xv. - F. or L. Hence addi-- 
tionar!. xvit ; cf. F. additionnel. additive 
subject to addition. xvir. - late L.. additi- 
vus, tr. Gr. émrayparukós. 


adder z-dor ftserpent; viper. OE. n#d(d)re, 


corr. to OS. nàdra (MDu. madre, Du. 
adder), OHG. ndiara (G. natter), and (with 
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ADDICT 


a different vowel-grade) ON. nadr, nadra, 
Goth. nadrs; rel. to L. natrix water-snake, 
Olr. nathir, W. neidr snake, viper. As in 
apron, auger, eyas, ouch, umpire, orig. n has 
been lost by coalescence with a preceding 
indef. art., a nadder becoming an adder (x1v). 
For the reverse process see NEWT, etc. 


addict ədi'kt devote or apply habitually. 
xvi. At first and still mainly in pp. addicted, 
which superseded taddict (xv1) - L. addictus 


assigned by decree, made over, pp. of 


addicere, f. ad AD-+ dicere appoint, allot (see 
DICTION). Hence addict sb. æ'dikt one 
addicted to drugs, etc. xx. 


addle z:dl (of an egg) rotten, putrid. XIII. 
ME. adel (in adel eye ‘addle egg’), adj. use 
of OE. adela stinking urine or other liquid 
filth (surviving dial. in addle) = MLG. 
adele, MDu. adel (Du. aal), G. adel mire, 
puddle, OSw. adel in ko|adel cow's urine. 
Addle egg tr. medL. óvum tirine ‘egg of 
urine’, which is a perversion of L. óvum 
ürinum, repr. Gr. otírion 6ón wind-egg. Used 
fig. in addle-head(ed), -pate(d) xvii. Hence 
addled z-did xvii (see -ED), whence a: ddle 
vb. XVIII. 


address odre:ss tmake straight or right 
(Barbour); faccoutre, dress (Gower); 
{direct the aim of (Ch.) xiv ; refl. apply one- 
self to xiv (Gower); direct (words or speech) 
to xv (Caxton). -(O)F. adresser = Pr. 
adreisar, Sp. aderezar, lt. addirizzare :- 
Rom. *addrictiàre, f. ad AD- ]- *drictum, for 
L. diréctum straight, DIRECT. Cf, DRESS. 
Hence, or partly - (O)F. adresse, f. the vb. 
address sb. xvi. addressrrEl. xix. 


adduce odjü:s bring forward for considera- 
tion. XV. - L. addücere, f. ad AD--+ diicere 
lead, bring (cf. DUKE). So adductor 
zeda‘ktS1 (anat.) muscle which draws a part 
of the body towards the main axis. XVIII. 
modL. use (sc. musculus muscle) of L. ad- 
ductor bringer-to, f. adduct-, pp. stem of 
addücere. 


-ade eid repr. F. -ade in adoptions of (1) 
Pr., Sp., Pg. words in -ada or It. words in 
-ata, as amibuscade, barricade, cavalcade, 
crusade, marmalade, palisade, parade, tirade ; 
(11) new F. formations, as balustrade, cannon- 
ade, colonnade, fusillade, harlequinade, lemon- 
ade, promenade. (In ballad and salad reduced 
to -ad.) Of limited use in Eng. as a living 
suffix, e.g. blockade (prob. after ambuscade), 
gingerade (after lemonade, orangeade); but 
several words formerly current with -ADO 
survive only with -ADE. 


ademption əde'mPfən (leg.) revocation of 
a grant, etc. xvi. —L. ademptid(n-), f. 
adempt-, pp. stem of adimere take away, 
whence adeem oadi-m XIX, by assim. to 
REDEEM ; see -TION. 


adenoid z-dinoid glandular; sb. pl. glandu- 
lar growths. xix. — Gr. adenoeideés, f. aden-, 
adén acorn, gland == L. inguen swelling, 


ADJUDICATE 


groin (cf. inguinal), rel. to ON. okkr swelling, 
økkuinn swollen ; see -OID. 


adept ode:pt, (sb.) e'dept well skilled. xvii. 
— L. adeptus having attained, f. adept-, pp. 
stem of adipisci attain, acquire, f. ad AD- 4- 
*ap- bind (cf. APT, COPULA). 


adequate a-dikwot commensurate, fully 
sufficient. XVH. = L., adzqudatus, pp. of 
adzqua@re equalize, f. ad AD--+ @quus EQUAL; 
see -ATE*. 


adhere  odhio: stick fast, cleave. xvi. 
— (O)F. adhérer or L. adharére, f. ad Ap--- 
harére stick. So adhe:rEeNT attached xiv; 
sb. supporter xv. —-(O)F. adhérent = L. 
adhzrent-, -éns. adhesion adhi-jon. XVII. 
- F. adhésion or L. adhzsió, £. adhzs-, pp. 
stem of adhzvére. 


Adiantum ædiæ'ntəm (bot.) genus of ferns. 
xvin. L.—Gr. adianton maidenhair, sb. use 
of n. adj. ‘unwetted’ (sc. phutén plant), f. a- 
A-!+- diainein moisten; so named from the 
resistance of the surface of the fronds to 
moisture. 


adiate z-dieit (leg.) accept as heir or bene- 
ficiary under a will. xix. irreg. f. L. adīre 
approach (see ADIT) ---ATE?. 


adieu ədjū' good-bye. xıv (Ch., Gower). 
Late ME. adew(e)~ AN. adeu, (O)F. adieu, 
f. à to4- Dieu God :- L. deu-s (see DEITY); 
the early sp. adew, adue was remodelled 
after F. 


adipose z'dipous fatty. xvir. - modL. 
adipósus, f. L. adip-, adeps fat; see -osg. An 
earlier form was Ta:dipous xvi; cf. F. 
adipeux. 

adit x‘dit approach (spec. to a mine), XVII. 
— L. aditus, f. adit-, pp. stem of adire ap- 
proach, f. ad Ap- -- ire go (IE. base *ei- *;-); 
Cf. EXIT, INTROIT, OBIT, TRANSIT. 


adjacent odsersont lying near. XV. ~L. 
adjacent-, -éns, prp. of adjacére, f. ad AD--+ 
jacére lie down, intr. of jacere throw, lay (cf. 
DEJECT, INJECT, etc.); see -ENT. 


adjective «-d3iktiv (gram.) designating an 
attribute. xiv. — (O)F. adjectif, -ive —\ate L. 
adjectivus, -iva, f. adject-, pp. stem of adicere 
to add, f. ad--jacere; see prec. and -IVE. 
First in noun adjective, rendering L. nomen 
adjectivum (Priscian), tr. Gr. óvoua émierov 
(NOUN, EPITHET). 

adjoin od;oi'n join on (to). xiv. — OF. ajoin-, 
ajoign-, stem of ajoindre (mod. adjoindre) 
:— L. adjungere, f. ad AD- jungere JOIN. 


adjourn 0d33:1n tappoint a day for xiv (R. 
Mannyng) ; defer, put off xv (Lydg.). - OF i 
ajorner (mod. ajourner), f. phr. à jorn (nomé) 
to an (appointed) day, i.e. d AD-, jorn i- 
late L. diurnum day (whence F. jour, Pr, 
jorn, It. giorno), n. of L. diurnus daily (cf. 
DIURNAL). 

adjudicate odziidikeit assess judicially. 
XVIII. f. pp. stem (see -ATE?) of L. adjüdicáre 
(£. ad AD- 4-jüdic-, jüdex JUDGE), whence OF. 
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ADJUNCT 


ajuger (mod. adjuger), the source of adjudge 
eds4:d3 xiv. (Ch). So adjudica riox. 
xvu. -F.or L. 

adjunct z'da4npkt subordinate, auxiliary, 


or incidental (person or thing), adj. and sb. 
XVI (Sh.; earlier Sc.). - L. adjunctus, -um, 


ADOLESCENT 


-dtus, almirallus, Sp., Pg. almirante, some of 
which are repr. in ME., e.g. admirald, 
almeral, ameraunt. So a’dmiralty office of 
admiral; branch of the executive superin- 
tending the navy. xv. — OF. admiral(i)té 
(mod. amirauté) ; cf. AL. admiralitas. 


pp. of adjungere ADJOIN. admire odmaio:r Twonder, wonder at; re- 


adjure ədzuə'ı Tput (one) to his oath xiv 
(Wycl. Bible) ; charge solemnly xv (Caxton). 
-— L. adjiirdre swear to, (later) put to an oath, 
conjure, f. ad apb-+7tir-, jus oath (cf. JuRY). 
So adjura‘TION. xiv (Ch.; rare before 


gard with pleased surprise. xvi (late). =F. 
admirer (OF. amirer) or L. admirári, f. ad 
AD--++mirdri wonder (see MIRACLE). So 
a‘dmiraBLeE ez-dmirabl. xv. admira:- 
TION. XV. —- (O)F. or L. 


xvi). - F. or L. admit odmrt let come or go in xiv; allow 


adjust od3^'st arrange suitably. xvi. = F. 
tadjuster (now ajuster), refash., after juste 
just, of OF. ajoster (mod. ajouter add) :~ 
Rom. *adjuxtdre (cf. Sp. ajustar, It. aggio- 
stare), f. L. ad Ap---juxtà close to, rel. to 
jugum voKE. So adju:stuENT. xvii, = OF. 
adjustement (mod. aj-). 


adjutage, ajutage z-d3utid3, od;ürtid; 
mouthpiece of a fountain. xvii. = F. ajutage, 
ajoutage, f. ajouter (see prec.) ; see -AGE. 


the truth of xv. - L. admittere, f. ad AD--4- 
mittere send (see MISSION); but some early 
forms (amiite) reflect the semi-pop. OF. 
amettre. Hence admittance. xvi. So 
admission odmi‘fan xv. — L. admissié(n-), 
f. admiss-, pp. stem of admittere. So ad- 
Ini'SSIBLE. XVII. 


admixture odmikstfaz. xvi. f. admixt-, 


pp. stem of L. admiscere, f. ad AD- - miscere 
MIX (cf. MIXTURE); replaced earlier tadmix- 
tion (xv) - L. 


adjutant e:d3ütont Tassistant; (mil.)offhcer | admonish odmo-ni J put in mind of a duty 


in the army assisting superior officers. XVII. 
- L. adjutant-, -dns, prp. of adjutdre, fre- 
quent. of adjuvare, f. ad AD-+-juvdre help; 
see -ANT. In the mil. sense corr. to G. 
adjutant (1667), F. adjudant (1721), tayudant 
(1701) — Sp. ayudante, f. ayudar help, assist. 
Adjutant bird large stork so named from its 
‘military’ gait. 

ad libitum ed li-bitam; abbrev. ad lib. 
XVIIL. L. phr., i.e. ad according to, libitum 
pleasure, sb. use of n. pp. of libet it pleases 
(cf. LovE). 


XIV; give warning or cautionary notice to 
XVI. ME. amoneste — OF. amonester - Rom. 
*admonestáre, unexpl. deriv. of L. admonére, 
f. ad AD--++monére advise (cf. MONITION);: 
the final £, esp. in pt. and pp. forms, was 
taken as an inflexion, and the initial syll. was 
latinized to ad-, whence such inf. forms as 
amonace, admonase, -monyss; the final syll. 
became -:sh by assoc. with -1sH?. So ad- 
mo'nishMENT xiv (earlier a(d)monestement 
—-OF.). admonririoN edmoni-fan. xiv 
(earlier amonicion — OF.). 


adminicle zdmi-nikl auxiliary means. xvi. | adnate æ'dneit (nat. hist.) attached con- 


- L. adminiculum prop, support, f. ad Ap- 
and dim. -culum -CLE, on an obscure base. 


genitally. xvit. — L. adnátus, var. of agnátus 
AGNATE, due to assoc. with AD-. 


administer odmi-nistal manage, dispense. | ado odü- (arch., dial, first in northern and 


xiv. ME. amynistre - OF. aministrer = L. 
administráre, f. ad Ap--- ministráre MINIS- 
TER; later refash. on latinized (O)F. ad- 
ministrer (XIV). So administra: TION. xiv. 
-F. or L. admi nistrarive. xvin. -L. 
admi nistraTOR. xvi; cf. F. administrateur. 
admi nistraTRIX. xvir. 


admiral z-:dmorol Temir xim-xv; Tnaval 


eastern areas) dealings, concern, ‘trouble, 
labour, fuss. xiv. f. phr. at do, f. adoption 
of ON. at (see AT) 3- DO! ; corr. to the native 
formation TO-DO. 


-ado ei'dou, à:dou repr. Sp., Pg. -ado (:- L.. 


-ütu-s -ATE?), m. pp. ending of vbs. in -ar, 
as in DESPERADO, RENEGADO, TORNADO. This 
suffix was also freq. used irreg. in late-xv1 


commander-in-chief; highest naval officer | ,and xv1 adoptions of F. words in -ADE, Sp. 


xv. ME. amyrayl, amyral(l, admira(1)i 
—-(O)F.amiral, Tadmira(i) = (through med L. 
a(d)miralis, -allus, -dlius) Arab. ’amir a‘ali 
(or a‘ld) high (or higher) commander (see 
AMEER, EMIR). In medL. and Rom. the 
initial and final sylls. were altered on various 
analogies, e.g. with L. prefix ad- and suffixes 
-übilis, -andus, -átus, and (since Arab. 'amzr 
was often followed by al AL-?, as in 'amir-al- 
má commander of the sea) with forms in 
-aldus, and (in Sp.) with sbs. in which the 
initial syll. repr. Arab. AL-?. Hence such 


words in -ADA, and It. words in -ATA; e.g. 
ambuscado, armado, barricado, bastinado, 
bravado, carbonado, crusado, gambado, pali- 
sado, strabbado, some of which have sur- 
vived as the regular form, while in others 
-ado has been superseded by -ADE. 


adobe ədou'bi, ədou'b unburnt brick dried 


in the sun. XIX. Sp., f. vb. adobar plaster, 
f. Arab. attob, i.e. al-t6b the brick, f. al AL-? 4- 
tób, tüb, of Egypt. origin. In U.S. also 
adob(e)y, -ie, and shortened dobie, doby, dobe. 


forms as OF. amiré(t), amirauble, amirant, | adolescent ædðle'sənt sb. a youth xv; adj. 


amiralt, almiral, OSp. almiralle, It. ammira- 
glio, medL. admirdbilis, -aldus, -antus, 
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XVIII. =(O)F. adolescent =L. adoléscent-, 
~éns, prp. of adoléscere, f. ad+-aléscere grow 


ADONIS 


up, f. alére nourish; see AD-, ALIMENT, 
-ESCENT. So adolescence, xv (Lydg.). 
-(O)F. - L. 


Adonis odou-nis, odo:nis youth beloved by 
Venus for his beauty, (gen.) beautiful youth. 
xv. L. - Gr. A'dónis, A'dón — Phoeenician 
adoóm my lord, adón lord, title of the god 
Tammuz, in Heb. a name of God. 





adopt odo:pt take (up) as one's own. XVI. 
— (O)F. adopter or L. adoptàre choose for 
oneself, f. ad- optáre choose. So ado:prioN 
xIv (Ayenb., Trevisa), ado-ptivE xv (Lydg.). 
— (O)F. - L.; see AD-, OPTION. 


adore odoo:i pay divine honours to, wor- 
ship xv (Caxton); reverence or honour 
highly xv1. —(O)F. adourer, (mod.) adorer, 
refash., after L., of OF. ao(u)rer (whence 
ME. aoure xiv) — Pr. azorar, Sp. Taovar, 
It. adorare :- L. adóráre address, salute, 
reverence, (eccl.) worship, f. ad+ Ordre; see 
AD-, ORATE. So adora‘TION ædoərei' fon. XVI. 
—(O)F.- L. ado'rasrs. xvir. ~ F. or L. 


adorn  odó:un beautify, embellish. xiv 
(Ch.). — (O)F. adorner, refash., after L., of 
OF. ao(u)rner (whence ME. aourne) — Pr. 
azornar, It. adornare :- L. adornáre, f. ad 4- 
ornáre furnish, deck; see AD-, ORNAMENT. 
So adornment. xv (Caxton)  - OF. 
adournement. 


adown 2odaun (dial, poet.) down(ward). 
OE. adün(e), reduced form of ofdüne, i.e. 
of from (A-?) and dative of din hill, powN!. 
Aphetic DOWN?. 


adrift odrift drifting. xvir (Capt. Smith). 
f. A-1--DRIFT. 


adroit odroit dexterous. xvii  - (O)F. 
adroit, f. adv. phr. à droit ‘according to 
right’, rightly, properly, i.e. à to-+droit :- 
Rom. *d(e)rictum, for L. diréctum; see AD-, 
DIRECT, and cf. DRESS. 


adscititious zdsiti:[os added from outside. 
XVII. f. adscit-, pp. stem of L. adsciscere 
admit, adopt, f. ad--sciscere acknowledge, 
inceptive of scire know, after adventitious ; 
See AD-, SCIENCE, -IOUS. 


adscript see ASCRIPT. 


adulation zdjuler[on servile flattery. xv 
(Lydg.). - (O)F. adulation or L. adülátto(n-). 
f. adülát-, adülárifawn upon, whence a:du- 
late. xvir; see -ATE?, -ATION. 


adult z:dalt, oda:lt grown up xvi (Elyot); 
sb. xvir. — L. adultus, pp. of adoléscere (see 
ADOLESCENT) ; cf. F. adulte (late xvr). 


adulterate əda'ltəreit fcommit adultery ; 
Tdebauch; falsify, debase. xvi. f. pp. stem 
of L. adulteráre debauch, corrupt, explained 
by Festus as from ad alterum (-am) sé con- 
ferre betake oneself to another; see -ATE?. 
Superseded early modE. tadulter (= L. inf. 
or F. adultérer), which itself replaced ME. 
avoutre (xiv — OF. avoutrer; cf. next). So 
adultera-TION. XVI. 





ADVENT 


adulterer oda‘ltara1 one guilty of adultery 
(violation of the marriage-bed). xvi. Used 
XVI-XVIII beside synon. Tadulter, but finally 
established as the more congruent form in 
the series adulterate tcommit adultery, adul- 
terer, adulteress, adulterous, adultery’. 
These had emerged in xv or xvi and finally 
superseded the ME. forms (xiv) derived 
from OF., viz. avouter adulterer, avoutrer 
commit adultery, avout(e)rer adulterer, 
avoutres adulteress, avoutrous adulterous, 
avoutrie adultery, all of which were from 
regular phonetic derivs. in OF. of L. adulte- 
rare (see prec.). The forms in avout- had 
vars. in advout- (after later OF.), which 
facilitated adoption of forms in adult- (in 
Law F. adulterie is as early as xir, being 
preceded by avult- in xII). 


adulterine oda‘lterain spurious xvi; illegal, 
unlicensed xvii. — L. adulterinus, f. adulter 
adulterous,  adulterer; see ADULTERATE, 
-INE!, 


adumbrate æ'dəmbreit represent as a 
shadow or in outline, shadow forth, pre- 
figure XVI; overshadow XVII. f. pp. stem 
of L. adumbráre, f. ad--umbráre shadow, 
f. umbra; see AD-, UMBRA, -ATE?, So ad- 
umbra‘TION. XVI (earlier than the vb.). 


adust odasst atrabilious xiv (Lanfr.); 
scorched; brown, sunburnt xvi. — F. aduste 
or L. adüstus, pp. of adürere, f. ad AD-+ 
ürereburn (cf. COMBUSTION). €[ A conspicuous 
term in the medical nomenclature of the 
Middle Ages, applied to a supposed state 
of the body and its humours characterized 
by dryness, heat, and black or burnt colour 


of the blood. 


advance ədvà'ns trans. and intr. move 
forward (or upward) in place, time, or con- 
dition (first in the sense 'promote') XIII 
(AncrR.). ME. ava(u)nce - (O)F. avancer — 
Pr. avansar (Sp. avanzar), It. avanzare :~ 
Rom. *abantidre, f. late L. abante (whence 
F. avant before, Pr. avan, aban, It. avanti), 
f. L. ab oFF, away +ante before (see ANTE-). 
The forms with adv-, recorded xv and 
established xvi, were anticipated in OF. 
and arose from assoc. with the av- which 
originated in adv-, as in aventure, ADVENTURE. 
Hence advance sb. xvii. So adva:nce- 
MENT. XIII (RGlouc.). — (O)F. avancement. 


advantage odva-ntid3 superior position; 
benefit. xiv (R. Mannyng). ME. avantage 
— (OJF. avantage (whence It. vantaggio, etc.), 
f. avant before; see prec. and -AGE. Aphetic 
VANTAGE. Hence or - (O)F. avantager ad- 
vantage vb. xv (tadd to the amount of). 
advantageous zedvonteid;os xvi (in xvi- 
xvil often -1ous). —- (O)F. avantageux. For 
the form with adv- cf. prec. 


advent æ'dvěnt Church season preceding 
Christmas x11; the Coming of Christ xv; 
arrival xvii. — OF. advent, refash. after L. 
of auvent (mod. avent) ~ L. adventu-s arrival, 


[14] 


ADVENTITIOUS 


FEDILE 





f. advent-, pp. stem of advenire arrive, f. ad 
AD- -]- venire COME. 


adventitious  zdventr[íos coming from 
without, accidental, casual. xvit. f. adventi- 
tius, medL. sp. of L. adventicius, f. advent-, 
pp. stem of advenire ; see prec. and -1T10us!, 
(Cf. F. adventice.) 


adventure adve-ntfo1 — Tchance, luck; 
thazard, venture; jrisk, peril xii1 ; hazard- 
ous enterprise XIV. — (O)F. aventure — Pr., 
Sp. aventura, It. avventura :- Rom. *adven- 
tura, sb. use (sc, rés thing) ‘something about 
to happen’, of fut. part. of advenire; see 
ADVENT, -URE. The form adv- is due to 
refash. in late OF. after L. So adve-nture 
vb. xiv. ~(O)F. aventurer. adve-nturer. 
xv. = F. aventurier; see -ER?, adve:ntur- 
ous. XIV. = OF. aventureus. In XIV-XV 
aventure and aventurous appear often in the 
contr. forms aunter, auntrous, which were 
due to initial stress. Aphetic VENTURE. 


adverb z:dv3ib word that qualifies an ad- 
jective, a verb, or another adverb. xv. - F. 
adverbe (earlier taverbe) or L. adverbium, f. 
ad AD-+ verbum word, VERB; lit. rendering 
of Gr. énippuua (f. ebí denoting addition, EPI- 
-Frhéma word) So adverbiar odv3'biol 
xvi. —-late L. or F. adve rbially. xv; 
rendering L. adverbialiter (Charisius). 


adversaria czdvaisea‘ria miscellaneous col- 
lection of notes, ete. xviir (occas. earlier 
anglicized Tadversaries). L., sb. use of n. 
pl. (sc. scripta writings) of adversárius lying 
before one (see next), in mercantile use, 
collection of items as they occur (Cicero), 
waste-book, day-book. 


adversary z-dvoiseri opponent, enemy. 

XIV. — OF. adversarie (mod. adversaire) — L. 
adversárius opposed, opponent, f. adversus 
against (cf. contrdrius contrary, f. contrá); 
see next and -ary. ME. and later Sc. had 
such forms as adversere, -atre, -air, -ar(e) 
- AN. adverser, OF. adversier (replacing 
pop. aversier), adversaire. 


adverse z-dv31s hostile, opposing, un- 
favourable. xiv (Ch.). - later OF. advers, 
-se, refash. after L. of avers :- L. adversu-s 
standing opposite, hostile, pp. of advertere 
turn towards; see AD-, VERSE. 


adversity odv3-isiti adverse fortune. x11 
(AncrR.). —(O)F. adversité, refash. after L. 
of aversité — L. adversitds opposition (Pliny), 
misfortune (Cassiodorus), f. adversus AD- 
VERSE; see -ITY. 


advert #édv5-it (obs. or arch.) turn one’s at- 
tention (L. animum advertere ANIMADVERT). 
xv. Earlier avert — (O)F. avertir (now only) 
admonish, warn :- Rom. *advertire; see 
prec. and for sp. cf. ADVERSE, ADVERTISE. 
The rel. adve-rtENcE (xiv, Ch.), -ENCY 
(XVII), -ENT (XVII) are now mainly repr. in 
the neg. INADVERTENCE, etc. 

advertise z‘dvostaiz (formerly, and still 
Sc. and U.S.) edvaitai-z, in xvi—xvil adve'rtis 
Ttake note of, notice xv (Lydg.) ; direct the 


attention of; give notice of xv. f. adver- 
tiss-, lengthened stem (see -IsH?) of F. 
tadvertir, refash. of avertir warn :- Rom. 
*advertire, for L. advertere (see ADVERSE). 
The F. forms avertir, tadvertir are repr. by 
tavert, ADVERT. The current form has been 
infl. by adve:rtiseMENT Twarning, atten- 
tion; notification, notice XV ; earlier avertise- 
ment - F. avertissement, Ttadvert-, f. the 
above vb. 


advice ədvai's Topinion xir (RGlouc.); 
Tconsideration, deliberation ; counsel xiv; 
information given xv (Caxton). ME. avis, 
avys — (O)F. avis — Pr. avis, Sp. aviso, It. 
avviso :- Rom. *advisum, f. L. ad Ap-4- 
visum (as in mihi visum est it has seemed 
good to me, it is my opinion; cf. OF. ce 
mest vis or avis), n. pp. of vidére see (vidéri 
seem); cf. wit. Soadvise odvarz observe, 
consider; Trefl. take thought, reflect (cf. F. 
s'aviser); counsel, warn xiv; inform XVI 
(Sh.). ME. avise, avyse-(O)F. aviser 
(refash. after L. Tadviser) = Pr. avizar, Sp. 
avisar, lt. Tavvisare :- Rom. *advisáre, f. 
L. ad Ap--r-visáre, for L. visere, f. vis-, 
vidére. advisedly  odvarzidli twarily; 
Tjudiciously; deliberately. xv. Superseded 
ME. tavisely, -ily (xiv), f. avisy — avisé, 
pp. of (O)F. aviser, by substitution of pp. 
advised, 


counsellor, counsel; 
intercessor XIV; maintainer XVIII. ME. 
avocat = (O)F. avocat = L. advocãtus legal 
witness or counsellor, (later) advocate, 
attorney, (eccl.) of Christ as intercessor, sb. 
use of pp. of advocdre call in as witness or 
counsellor, f. ad-++vocdre call; see AD-, 
VOCATION, -ATE*, The mod. form with ad- 
(xIv) is due to latinization, first in OF. 
Aphetic Tvocate, Tvoket (xv). The pop. F. 
repr. of L. advocdtus is avoué, AN. avoweé, 
advowé, whence legal Eng. advowEeE: patron 
of a benefice (xvii). So a:dvocate -eit vb. 
Tintr. plead for xvi1; trans. plead in favour 
of XVII. 


advocate  z':dvokot 


advowson odvau'zon patronage of an eccle- 
siastical office, etc. ; right of presentation to 
a benefice. x111 (also aphetic voweson). -AN. 
a(d)voweson, a(d)voeson, OF. avoeson :— L. 
advocátionem, f. advocáre; see prec. and 
-ATION. The direct repr. of the L., advoca- 
tion (xv), formerly current in various senses, 
survives in Sc. law for the calling of an 
action before itself by a superior court. 


adytum z‘ditom innermost shrine. XVII 
(occas. anglicized tadyt xv1). — Gr. áduton, 
sb. use of n. sg. of ddutos impenetrable, f. 
da- A-5-- dííein enter. 


adze edz tool for cutting away the surface 
of wood. OE. adesa, whence ME. adese, later 
adys, addis, add(e)s ; adz(e) dates from xvin; 
peculiarly Eng. ; of unkn. origin. 


zdile idail ancient Roman magistrate 
superintending municipal works. xvi. L. 
zdilis, sb. use of adj., prop. ‘having to do 
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ÆGIS 


with buildings’, f. ædēs, -is building (cf. 
EDIFICE) ; see -ILE. 

zegis i-dzis defence, protection. xviu. -L. 
~ Gr. aigis shield of Zeus (in L. of Jupiter 
or Minerva), pop. assoc. with aig-, aix goat, 
as if ‘shield of goatskin’. 

cegrotat rgroutzet, igrou:tet (in Eng. uni- 
versities) certificate of illness. xix. 3rd pers. 
sg. pres. indic. of L. aegrotare be sick, f. ægr-, 
ager sick, ill. Q Æger i:d3o1 has been simi- 
larly used. 

fEneid i-niid, ini-id Virgil’s epic. xvi. f. 
ZEneid-, stem of L. ZEneis, f. ZEneds name of 
the hero of the poem; cf. F. Enéide, It. 
Eneide. Before the mod. period most freq. 
in genitive form Eneydos (X1v—xv1), -idos (xvi) 
- L. Anetdos (sc. libri books); from xvi the 
L. nom. ZÉneis has been often used; in 
XVI-XVII Æneas, Ænead occurred; sporadic 
exx. of anglicized forms (e.g. eneyde) are 
found in xv; the anglicized pl. denoting the 
whole poem appears in XVI, whence the sg. 
form (xvin) used for a single book. 

Æolian iowlion pert. to 7Eolis (Aiolis) or 
Æolus (Aiolos). xviu. f. L. Æolius f. (i) 
Æolis or Æolia, ancient district of Asia 
Minor, (ii) Æolus, mythical god of the 
winds; see -IAN. So Æolic io'lik of Æolis. 
XVIL. ~ L. Aolicus = Gr. Aiolikds. 


eon ron age of the universe. xvir (H. 
More). —- ecclL. aón - Gr. aiün age, rel. to 
L. avum (cf. AGE, AY!). 


aerate eroreit, ca‘reit expose to or supply 
with air. xvII. f. L. dér AIRJ--ATE?, after 
F. aérer, itself a learned formation on the 
L. sb. So aera' TION. xvi (rare before xix). 

aerial so:riol, (formerly) eiio:riol pert. to or 
resembling air or the atmosphere. XVII 
(eriall, Sh.). f. L. derius (~ Gr. dérios, f. der-, 
aér AIR)+-AL; occas. taereal (XVI-XVII) is 
f. L. dereus. Also taereous, -ious (KVI-XVI1), 
aerian (xvil); cf. F. aéreux, aérien. 


aerie sce EYRIE. 


aero- tco'rou erorou, comb. form of Gr. 
der AIR, in many techn. terms, some of 
which are = F. terms in aéro-; Gr. had 
derometrein measure the air, deroskopid 
divination by observation of the atmosphere. 
aerodrome, T(1) aeroplane xix ; (ii) course 
for flying-machines XX; in (1) - Gr. aero- 
drómos traversing the air ; in (i1) f. Gr. drómos 
course (cf. HIPPODROME). @€:FODYNA‘MIC, 
-IC8; cf. F. aérodynamique. ae:YoMANCY 
divination by air. XiV (-ance Gower). - OF. 
ae-ronaut navigator in the air XVIII. = F. 
aéronaute, f. Gr. navtés sailor (cf. NAUTICAL). 
ae‘roplane, 1(i) plane of a flying-machine; 
(ii) heavier-than-air flying-machine XIX ; in 
(i) £. PLANE? ; in (i3) - F. aéroplane, f. Gr. 
-planos wandering (see PLANET). ae-rostat 
balloon, etc. xviu. - F. aérostat, f. Gr. 
statós standing, f. *sta- STAND. 

aery! erori so'ri aerial; etherial. xvi (in 
later use poet. ; a favourite with Milton). = L. 
Gerius, f. dér AIR; the suffix has been assoc. 
with -v!. 


AFFECT 


aery? see EYRIE. 


zruginous  iorü'dginos like copper-rust. 
XVII. — L. &rüginosus, f. arügin-, nom. arügó 
verdigris, f. xr-, @s brass; see -OUS. 


Æsculapian iskjulerpion medicinal, medi- 
cal. xvit. f. ZEsculàpius, ancient Roman god 
of medicine; see -IAN. 


eesthetic ispe-tik, U.S. es- xix (but used oc- 
cas. before 1800 in the Kantian sense 'pert. 
to the philosophy of sensuous perception"). 
'The current sense 'pert. to the criticism of 
the beautiful or to the theory of taste’ is de- 
rived ult. (through F. esthétique — G. dsthetik) 
fron the title of A. T. Baumgarten's 
* ZEsthetica! (1750), which treats of the criti- 
cism of taste considered as a philosophical 
theory. — Gr. aisthétikós, f. aisthétd things 
perceptible by the senses, f. aísthesthai per- 
ceive (*apisth-, rel. to L. audio I hear := 
*awizdid); see -1C. Also sb. eesthetics. 
x1x (Crabb Robinson, Carlyle). Hence 
zesthete i:spit xIx; prob. after athlete, 
athletic, but cf. Gr. aisthétés one who per- 
ceives. 


zeStival istai-val pert. to the summer or 

the summer solstice. xiv. Also, as in early 
use, estival - (O)F. estival — L. zstivális, f. 
&stiuus, f. aestus heat; see -IVE, -AL. 'lhe 
analogical pronunc. is e'stivol, but esii*val 
is evidenced xvi (cf. autu-mnal); the sp. 
with æ- is now prevalent, exc. in U.S. 


ætiology  itiolod3i doctrine of cause or 
causation. XVI. ~ late L. ætiologia (Isidore) 
~ Gr. aitiologid, f. aitiã cause + -logid -LOGY. 

af~ assim. form of AD- before f; cf. AC-. 


afar ofa:1 from or at a distance. xit. ME. 
of feor, on ferr, later a fer, a far, i.e. oF from, 
ON, FAR ; phrasal substitute for OE. feorran 
far off, from far, perh. after late L. dé longe, 
à longe, (O)F. de loin, au loin. 


afeard ofia-1d (dial., arch.) afraid. OE. 
Gféred, pp. of df#ran frighten; see A-* and 
FEAR. Superseded in gen. use by AFRAID 
(cf. ‘nat afered nor affrayed’, Ch.). 


affable æ'fəbl complaisant of manner. XVI. 

~(O)F. affable-L. affábilis easy to be 
spoken to, f. affdri address, f. ad-+fari 
speak; see AF-, FABLE, -ABLE. So affa- 
BILITY. xv. —(O)F. 


affair ofeo:1 business, concern. XIII (Cursor 
M.). ME. afer(e), affer(e) - AN. afere, OF. 
afaire (mod. affaire), f. phr. à faire do (repr. 
L. ad, facere; see AD, FACT). For the forma- 
tion and meaning cf. ADO, TO-DO. 


affect! ofe-kt faim at xv; have a liking for 
XVI; display or assume openly xvi (Sh.); 
assume or pretend falsely xvir. — F. affecter 
or L. affectüre aim at, aspire to, endeavour 
or pretend to have, f. affect-, pp. stem of 
afficere put to, (refl.) apply oneself to; see 
next. So affecta:TION. xvi. ~ F. affectation 
or L. affectátió(n-), £. affectare. 

affect? ofe'kt lay hold of, attack; impress, 
influence, move. XVII. —F. affecter or f. L. 
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AFFECTED 


AFLOAT 





affect-, pp. stem of afficere act upon, influ- 
ence, f. ad Ar--- facere do. Like the F. vb., 
has been infl. by the earlier AFFECTION. 


affected ofe-ktid (i) [sought after, cher- 
ished ; assumed ; full of affectation, artificial 
XVI; pp. of AFFECT}. (ii) having (a certain) 
disposition or affection XVI; f. L. affectus 
disposed, pp. of afficere (see prec.)+-ED!. 
(iii) laid hold of, attacked, infected XVII; pp. 
of AFFECT?. 


affection əfe'kfən emotion, feeling XIII 
(AncrR.); disposition xiv (R. Mannyng); 
bodily state, spec. abnormal xvi. - (O)F. 
affection — L. affectió(n-) (favourable) dis- 
position or inclination, f. afficere AFFECT. 
So affe-ctionate taffected, esp. unduly or 
wilfully ; tkindly inclined ; fond, loving. XVI. 
—medL. affectiondtus devoted, or its deriv. 
F. affectionné, which was itself anglicized as 
Taffectioned (xv1) ; see -ATE?. Earlier syno- 
nyms were Taffectual xv (- OF. affectuel), 
taffectuous xiv (- OF. affectueux, late L. 
affectuosus). affective ofe'ktiv pert. to the 
emotions. xv. — F. affectif, -ive — late L. 
affectivus, f. L. affect-; see AFFECT* and -IVE. 


affliance ofaions (arch.) trust, confidence. 
XIV. — OF. afiance, f. afier (whence Taffy 
XIV-XVII) + medL. affiddre bind oneself in 
loyalty, f. L. ad ArF---fidàáre trust, f. fidus 
trusty, rel. to fides FAITH; see -ANCE. 


affiche æfi- f placard. xvni. F., f. afficher 
:- Rom. *affigicáre, f. L. ad AF- -- figere FIX. 


affidavit efidei-vit statement confirmed 
by oath. xvii (Jonson). 3rd sg. pt. of medL. 
affiddre declare on oath (see AFFIANCE). 


affiliate ofi:lieit adopt; fix the paternity of. 
XVIIL. f. pp. stem of medL. affiliáre, f. ad 
AF---filius son (see FILIAL); prob. after F. 
affilier; see -ATE?*. So affilia-rioN. xvi. 
— F. - medL. ; cf. FILIATION. 


affinity ofiniti relationship (spec. by mar- 
riage) XIV; (nat. hist, chem.) structural 
likeness xviii. — OF. afinité (mod. affinité) 
— L. affinitãs, f. affinis related, lit. bordering 
on, f. ad AF-+ finis border; see FINIS, -ITY. 


affirm of3-1m assert strongly, make solemn 
declaration. xiv. ME. afferme- OF. afermer 
(mod. affirmer) :- L. affirmáre, {. ad ar-+ 
firmus FIRM. In xvi the sp. was assim. to L., 
as in F. So affirma:‘TION. xv. -F. or L. 
Earlier taffi:rmance. xiv. — OF. affi-rm- 
ATIVE. Xv. —(O)F, - late L. 


affix &fiks fix or fasten to, on. xv (first in 
Se. pp. affix(i)t). - (O)F. affixer or medL. 
affixdre, f. ad ar-+fixdre rix. So affix 
ze‘fiks sb. PREFIX Or SUFFIX. XVII. 


afflatus oflei:tas rush of prophetic or poetic 
inspiration. xvit. —L. afflátus, f. affidt-, 
pp. stem of afflàre blow upon, f. ad Ar--- 
flare BLow', 

afflict oəflikt (dash down xiv; trouble 
grievously xvI. ~ L. afflictdre or f. afflict-, 
pp. stem of affligere dash against, throw 
down, distress, f. ad Ar---fligere strike; 


partly after pp. tafflict (in xiv-xv aflight) 
orig. — OF. aflit :- L. afflictu-s. So affli:c- 
TION. xiv. — (O)F. -= L. (esp. eccl.). 


affluent z:fluont flowing in abundance xv; 
wealthy xviii; sb. feeder of a river xix. 
-(O)F. affluent - L. affluent-, -éns, prp. of 
affluere flow towards, f. ad AF- + fluere flow 
(see FLUENT). So a‘ffluENCE profusion XIV; 
wealth xvir. - F. - L. 


afflux zflAks flowing of humours, etc. 
towards a point. xvii. — medL. offluxus, f. 
afflux-, affluere; see prec. Cf. F. afflux. 


afford ofo:id Tset forward, carry out OE. ; 
manage, provide the means Xv ; grant, yield 
xvi. Late OE. geforpian advance, promote, 
accomplish, f. ge- v- 4-for pian further, pro- 
mote, f. forp forward, FORTH. Typical ME. 
forms were iforÜüen, aforth(e) ; after the re- 
duction of the prefix to a-, the sp. was 
assim. to words of L. origin in aff- ; for the 
change of th to d cf. burden, murder. 


afforest dfo-rist convert into forest. xv. 
—medL. afforestáre (Charter of Forests, 
temp. Henry III), f. ad ar--+foresta FOREST. 
So afforesta'TION. XVII. — medL. 


affray ofrei: (arch.) alarm, startle, frighten. 
xiv. — AN. afrayer, OF. effreer, esfreer 
(mod. effrayer) = Pr. esfredar :- Rom. 
*exfridàre, f. L. ex EX-l-F-Rom. *fridus, 
— Germ. *fripuz peace (whence OE. frip 
FRITH?) ; lit. ‘remove from peace’. The pp. 
af(f)rayed alarmed, in a state of fear, has 
become a distinct word, AFRAID. So affray: 
sb. tattack, alarm, disturbance xiv; violent 
breach of the peace xv. — AN. affrai, for 
OF. effrei, esfrei, f. the vb. Aphetic Fray?. 


affright əfrai't (arch.) frighten. xvi. f. taf- 
fright frightened, ME. affrizt, OE. adfyrhted, 
pp. of *dfyrhtan, collateral with offyrhtan. 
Hence affri-ght sb. xvi (Spenser). 


affront ofra:nt insult (one) openly to his 
face; put to the blush. xiv. — OF. afronter 
strike in the face (mod. affronter) — Pr., 
Sp. afrontar, It. affrontare :- Rom. *affron- 
táre, f£. L. phr. ad frontem to the face; see 
AF-, FRONT. Hence affro'nt sb. xvi; cf. F. 
affront. 


affusion ofjü:3on pouring water on the body 
in baptism. xvii. -—late L. affüsió(n-), f. 
affiis-, affundere; see AF-, FUSION. 


afield ofid on or to the field OE. ; abroad 
xv. ME. o felde, a felde, OE. on felda; i.e. 
ON, A-1, and dative of FIELD. 


afire ofaia-1 (arch., dial.) on fire. xiu. ME. 
afüre, o füre, i.e. a, ON, A-!, and dative of 
FIRE. 

aflame oflei:m ablaze, glowing. xvi. f. A-! 
--FLAME, after AFIRE. 

afloat oflou:t on the water or the sea. ME. 
on flote (x11), o flote on the sea, at sea, i.e. 
ON, A-l, and dative of OE. flot sea (see 
FLOAT); in ME. partly after ON. dá flot, 
d floti and OF. en flot ; from xvi prob. a new 
formation. 
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AFOOT 


afoot ofu't on foot (lit. and fig.). xur. ME. 
afote, i.e. ON, A-!, and dative of FOOT ; partly 
after ON. dá fótum. 

afore ofda-x (arch.) in front, in advance. OE. 
onforan, ME. on-, aforen, reinforced by XIV 
afore, f. ON d- obs. fore adv. and prep. Hence 
ftafo-rehand, afo-retime(s), afo-resaid 
(xiv), modelled on BEFOREHAND, -TIMF, tbe- 
foresaid (x111). afo‘rethought premeditated 
(leg. phr. malice a.) xvi; thought, pp. of 
THINK ; after Tprepensed (see PREPENSE). 


afraid ofrerd in fear. xiv (R. Mannyng). 
ME. af(f)raied, -ayed, pp. of AFFRAY used as 
adj. after AN. afrayé; superseded AFEARD. 
The sp. -aid dates from xvi; cf. STAID. 


afreet, afrit a'frit (also efreet) evil demon 
of Mohammedan mythology. xvii. —- Arab. 
frit — Pers. Gfarid creature, f. dfridan create. 

afresh ofre-f anew. xv. Earlier of fresh 
(xv—xvi), after ANEW; see A-*, FRESH, and cf. 
OF. de frais recently. 


African z-frikon pert. to Africa. x11 (La3.). 
- L. Africanus (Cicero), f. Africa, sb. use of 
fem. (sc. terra land) of Africus, f. Afri (sg. 
Afer) ancient people of N. Africa; see -AN 
and cf. F. africain, etc. 

Afrikaner (older Africander, -kander) 
efrikaznoi (-kender) white native of $. 
Africa. XIX. — Afrikaans, earlier (Cape) Du. 
Afrikaander, f£. Afrikaan (sb.) African-- -d)er, 
pers. suff, after Hollander Dutchman. So 
Afrikaans efrikd-ns Cape Dutch, the taal. 
xx. var. of Afrikaansch. 


aft aft (prop. naut.) in or near the hinder 
part. xvii (fore and aft). prob. alteration of 
earlier abaft, baft, after LG., Du. achter 
abaft, AFTER; there is no historical con- 
nexion with OE. aftan behind. 

after a-ftex behind in place or time. OE. 
efter adv. and prep. = OF ris. efter, OS., 
OHG. aftar, -er (Du. achter), ON. apir adv. 
(eptir prep.), Goth. aftra back, again; 
CGerm. adv., prob. compar. deriv. of *af- 
in OE. æftan from behind, OS. atlaftan, 
ON. aptan, Goth. aftana; perh. to be re- 
ferred to IE. *op- in Gr. opíso behind, again, 
or *ap- in Gr. apd or. Hence a'fter adj., 
in OE. zfter(r)a; later the adv. in attrib. 
use (cf. next). 


after- à: ftoi the adv.-prep. AFTER in comb., 

fixed or transitory, with sbs., adjs., and vbs., 
in various relations and senses, ‘hinder’, 
‘subsequent(ly)’, ‘eventual(ly)’, ‘subordi- 
nate(ly). (OE. had e.g. afterboren post- 
humous, zfterfolgere successor, aftergield 
additional payment, afterrab crupper.) 


after-birth i: ftoib3ip placenta. xvi (also 
Tafter-burthen). perh. directly - G. after- 
bürde (Luther, Deut. xxviii 57), also after- 
geburt; cf. Icel. eftirburdr, OSw. efterbérd, 
Da. efterbyrd; see AFTER-, BIRTH. 


aftermath 4:ftormezep second crop of grass 
XVI; esp. fig. XVII. f. AFTER--+ MATH. 


aftermost iftoimmóst most aft. xvm. f. 
AFTER (in naut. use, as after sails) -l- -MOST. 


AGATE 


(T'here is no historical connexion with OE. 
&ftemest, Goth. aftumists last, latest, or the 
occas. early ME. aftermest.) 


afternoon àftomü:n time between midday 
and evening. XII. f. AFTER- -- NOON ; cf. late 
L. postmeridiem adv. (medL. postmeridies 
afternoon meal), F. après-midi. 


afterward iàíftorwoid Tbehind OE.; sub- 
sequently xiii. Late OE. zfterwearde (see 
AFTER, -WARD), to which corr. an adj. efter- 
weard latter part of, of which aftan-, zfte- 
weard are collateral forms. 


ag- assim. form of ap- before g; cf. Ac-. 


aga, agha 4:gi Ottoman title of distinction. 
xvI. ~ Turk. dghd master, lord. 


again oge'n, ogern adv. fin the opposite 
direction, back OE.; Tin return xii; once 
more, anew XIV; Tprep. towards, opposite, 
against. OE., WS. ongéan, ongén, later agen, 
Anglian ongagn, ongegn, whence typical ME. 
forms agen, ayen, and again, azein; corr. to 
OS. angegin, ingagan, ingegin(t), . 
MEIG. engegene, engein (G. entgegen oppo- 
site), ON. £ gegn against (Sw. igen, Da. igjen 
again, anew); CGerm. (exc. Goth.) phr. 
f. oN (varying with IN)+ *zagan-, *zagin- 
direct, straight (cf. OE. gegn, ON. gegn 
straight), the orig. meaning being ‘in a 
direct line (with) ; the Germ. base *zaz- 1s 
of unkn. origin. 

The native forms in a3-, ay- did not 
survive beyond xvi, being superseded uni- 
versally by forms in ag-, derived from 
Scand. and appearing first in northern and 
eastern texts x11. Aphetic gain survives in 
GAINSAY. 


against oge-nst, ogeinst opposite (now 
only in over against); in resistance to XII; 
in opposition to; in return for xil. ME. 
a5anes, ajeines, azaines, azens, f. azein, etc. 4- 
-6$; See AGAIN, -S. For the parasitic -£ cf. 
AMIDST. Aphetic gainst (XVI, Spenser), often 
sp. 'gainst. 


agamous z'gomos (biol.) non-sexual. XIX. 
f, late L. agamus - Gr. dgamos unmarried, 
f. a- A-4-+-gdmos marriage ; see GAMO-, -OUS. 


agape! ogei‘p gaping. xvi1 (Milton). f. 
A-1-+ GAPE. 


agape? æ'gəpi love-feast. xvii (used earlier 

and later in Gr. letters àydmq). — Gr. agdpé 
brotherly love, f. agapán vb. love. Hence 
(irreg. formed) agapemone  egoepimoni 
‘abode of love’ (Gr. monë abode). XIX. 


agar-agar cei'gārei'gāī East Indian sea- 
weed. xix. Malay. 


agaric az'gorik, oga'rik kind of fungus. 
xv. — L. agaricum (Pliny) - Gr. agariken, 
said by Dioscorides to be named from 
Agaria in Sarmatia; see -IC. 


agate æ'gət variety of chalcedony. XVI. 
-(O)F. agate, also tagathe (cf. It. agata) 
— L. achátés - Gr. akhátes. 'The older F. 
form ac(h)ate was adopted in ME. (xir). 
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agave ogeivi American aloe. XVIII. = 
modL. adoption as generic name of L. Agavé 
-Gr. Agaué, mythological name (daughter 
of Cadmus and Harmonia), prop. fem. of 
agauos illustrious. 


age eids period of existence or of time; 
time of life. xrm. — OF. age, earlier adge, 
edge (mod. áge) — Pr. atge :- Gallo-Rom. 
*ztaticum, f. L. xtdét-, xtds, earlier xvitas, 
f. evum age of time; see HON. Hence age 
grow old xiv; make old xvii. agen! ei-dzid 
having lived long xv; eid3d of the age of (so- 
and-so) xvii; after F. ágé; see -ED!. 


-age -id3 suffix repr. (O)F. -age = Pr. 
-atge, It. -aggio = L. -áticu-s, -ATIC. (For 
the Rom. extended use of -dticum see AGE, 
COURAGE.) The meanings are typified by 
baggage, carriage, cartage, damage, dotage, 
hermitage, homage, language, luggage, mar- 
riage, passage, tillage, tonnage, vicarage, 
village. In badinage, barrage, camouflage, 
entourage, garage, sabotage the suffix is 
pronounced 43. 


agenda odze'ndo things to be done, e.g. 
items of business to be considered. XVII. 
— L., pl. of agendum (also current), sb. use 
of n. gerundive of agere (see next). 


agent erd3ont one who (that which) acts 
or operates. XV. — L. agent-, agéns, sb. use 
of prp. of agere do; perh. through It. agente, 
whence (acc. to R. Etienne) F. agent (xvi); 
see -ENT. So @gENCY. XVII. —medL 
agentia, whence also F. agence. 

L. agere drive, pursue, occupy oneself with, 
carry on, perform, act (a play), do, is f. IE. 
*ag- drive, lead, whence also Skr. djati, Av. 
azaiti drives, Arm. acem I bring, Olr. -aig 
leads, Gr. dgein lead, ON. aka drive a vehicle, 
carry. Q For other derivs. of the base see ACT, 
AGILE, AGITATE, AGONY, AMBIGUOUS, COAGU- 
LATE, COGENT, COGITATE, EXACT, EXAMINE, 
EXIGENT, EXIGUOUS, PRODIGAL. 


agglomerate  églo:moreit gather into a 
mass. XVII. f. pp. stem of L. agglomerdre, 
f. ad ac-+ glomus ball, mass, partly through 
F. agglomérer; see -ATE*. So agglomera:- 
TION. XVIH. -— F. or L 


agglutinate oglii-tineit fasten as with glue. 
XVI. f. pp. stem of L. agglitindre, f. ad ac--+ 
gliten GLUE; see -ATE*, So agglutina‘TION. 
XVI. agglu-tinaTIVE (of languages, first 
used by Max Müller, 1861). 


aggrandize e‘grondaiz make or make 

to appear greater. XVII. f. agrandiss-, 
lengthened stem (see -1sH?”) of (O)F. agrandir 
prob. - It. aggrandire, f. a- AG---grandire 
— L. grandire, f£. grandis GRAND; the ending 
was assim. to verbs in -1se, -1ZE. So aggran- 
dizeMENT  egra'ndizmont. xvi. =F. 
agrandissement. 


aggravate z'groveit Tload, burden; add 
weight or gravity to XVI; incense, provoke 
XVII. f. pp. stem of L. aggraváre, f. ad AG-+- 
gravis heavy, GRAVE; prob. through F. 
aggraver ; see -ATE?. So aggravA' TION. XV. 


Toppression (Caxton); (eccl.) censure xvt; 
increasing in gravity xViI. — F. - medL. 


aggregate  ce'grigeit collected 
body (now techn.) xv; sb. -ot sum total, 
entire mass XV. -L. aggregádius, pp. of 
aggregáre, f. ad AG---greg-, grex flock (cf. 
GREGARIOUS). So a'ggregate -eit vb. (see 
-ATE?), aggregA'TION XV. 


aggression ogre-[on unprovoked assault. 
XVil. — F. agresston or L. aggressto(n-), f. 
aggress-, pp. stem of aggredi attack, f. ad 
AG-+ gradi walk, step, f. gradus step, GRADE; 
see -ION. So aggre'ssIVE. XIX ; perh. after F. 


aggrieve ogriv bear heavily upon. xiv. 
ME. agreve ~ OF. agrever make heavier = 
L. aggravare AGGRAVATE. ‘The sp. was assim. 
to L. (with agg-) from xv, the F. word being 
latinized to aggraver. (A Rom. by-form 
*aggrevidre gave OF. agregier, whence Eng. 
ftaggrege XIV-XVII.) 


aghast oga‘st dumbfounded. xi. ME. 
agast, short form of pp. of tagaste frighten, 
strengthened form (with A-?) of Tgaste, app. 
t- OE. gástan, which is, however, recorded 
only once and with the sense ‘torment’. 
The sp. with gh, established from xvItt, is 
due to assoc. with GHASTLY. 


agile ædzail nimbly active. xv (Wyntoun). 
— (O)F. agile - L. agilis, f. agere; see AGENT, 
-ILE. Soagiliry odsiliti. xiv. -(O)F. - L. 


agio z'dsiou percentage of charge for ex- 
change. XVII. — It. aggio, of unkn. origin; so 
F., Du. agio. So acgiotAGE speculation in 
stock. XIX. = F. agiotage, f. agioter specu- 
late, f. agio, with connective t. 


agist odzist take in ]ltve stock at a certain 
rate XVI; subject to a charge xvii. - OF. 
agister (mod. agiter), f. a aD--+gister lodge 
: Rom. “*jacitdre, frequent. of jacére (cf. 
ADJACENT). So agi‘StMENT. XVI. = OF. 


agitate z'dziteit excite, disturb; fact as 
agent; discuss. XVI. f. pp. stem of L. 
agitdre move to and fro, frequent. of agere 
(see AGENT, -ATE?); cf. (O)F. agiter. So 
agita‘TION. xvi. — F. or L. (Public ‘agita- 
tion' first in 1828.) a:gitaron. xvi. - LL. 
agitátor. (First used in 1647 in the sense of 
‘agent’ for the delegates of private soldiers 
in the Parliament of 1647-9; political agita- 
tor in the present sense dates from XVIII.) 


aglet, aiglet z'glit, erglit tag; catkin. xv. 
- (O)F. aiguillette, dim. of aiguille needle :- 
late L. ac&cula pine-needle, dim. of acus 
needle (cf. AcID). Cf. AIGUILLE. 


agley, agly oglar, ogli (Sc) crooked, 
awry. XVIII (Burns). f. A!- Tgley, gly (x11) 
squint; cf. Sc. aglied (xvi1) squintingly. 


agnail z'gneil Tcorn on the foot OE.; 
whitlow xv1; sore piece of skin at the root 
ofa nail xvi. OE. angnajl, corr. to OFris. 
ongneil, OHG. ungnagel (G. dial. anneglen, 
einnegeln) ; f£. *ayg- compressed, tight, pain- 
ful (cf. ANGUISH)+nzgl NAIL, in the sense 


into one 
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of ‘hard excrescence in the flesh’ (cf. L. 
clavus and F. clou used of a metal nail and 
a corn on the foot). The two later senses 
have arisen from assoc. of -nail with the 
finger-nail ; in the last sense also dial. hang- 
nail (xvi1) and Sc. anger-nail. 


agnate æ'gneit kinsman by the father’s 
side; kinsman by descent from a common 
male ancestor. xv. = L. agnātus, f. ad AD- + 





*(g)ndtus born (cf. NATURE). See also 
ADNATE. 
agnize æ'gnaiz recognize. xvi. f. L. 


agnóscere (f. ad AG---*(g)uóscere KNOW), 
after cognize, recognize. 


agnomen ægnou'men second cognomen. 
XVIII. — L. agnómen, f. ad AG--- *(g)nómen 
NAME. 


agnostic diégno'stik holding that nothing 
is knowable beyond material phenomena. 
1869. f. A-*-+ GNOSTIC; invented by Thomas 
Henry Huxley (1825-95) when a member 
of the Metaphysical Society to express his 
attitude of mind in contrast with that of 
contemporary ‘gnostics’; see his own ac- 
count in ‘Agnosticism’ and ‘Agnosticism 
and Christianity’ in Collected Essays (1900), 
vol. v, pp. 239, 309. There was no allusion to 
the use of Gr. dgnóstos (unknown) in Acts 
xvii 23 (yvóoro Ocà to an unknown god). 


Agnus Dei z':gnos dizai, a'gnus dé'i part of 
the canon of the mass beginning with these 
words. xiv. L., ‘Lamb of God’. 


ago ogou, (arch. and dial) agone ogo:n 
gone by, past. xiv. pp. of ME. tago, OE. 
ágán pass away, corr. to OS. dgangan, OHG. 
irgangan, irgdn (G. ergehen), Goth. usgaggan; 
see A-?, GO. Used first to qualify an expres- 
sion of time in adv. phr., e.g. ago fif yer five 
years passed, longe tyme agoo; later as an 
adv. in long ago at a time long distant. 

agog ogo'g in eager expectation. XV. prob. 
modelled (with assim. to formations with 
A-1) on late OF. en gogues (cf. *Estre en ses 
gogues, to be frolicke, lustie . . . all a-hoit, 
in a pleasant humour’, Cotgr.), i.e. en IN, 
pl. of gogue merriment, pleasantry, of unkn. 
origin. 

agony æ'gəni anguish of mind xiv (Ch., 
Wycl. Bible); death struggle xv1; extreme 
bodily suffering xvii. — (OJF. agonie or late 
L. agónia—- Gr. agénid contest, mental 
struggle, f. agón contest, struggle, rel. to 
dgein; see AGENT, -Y?, So a’gonizeE torment 
XVI; suffer agony XVII; contend xvir. = F. 
agoniser, late L. agdnizdre (after Gr. 
agónizesthai). 

agoraphobia æ:gərəfou'biə morbid dread 
of public places. xrx. modL., irreg. f. Gr. 
agord (place of) assembly, market-place, rel. 
to L. grex flock; see GREGARIOUS, -PHOBIA. 

agouti əgū'ti W. Indian animal of the cavy 
family, xvii (Purchas). - F. agoutíi or Sp. 
aguti = Tupi aguti. 

agrarian ogreo'rion pert. to the land. xvii. 
f. L. agrdrius, f. agr-, ager land; see ACRE, 


AHUNGERED 


-ARIAN. Used first with ref. to the lex 
agraria of ancient Rome (cf. the law agrarie, 
Bellenden’s ‘Livy’, 1533). 


agree ogri: fplease, become favourable, 
accede xiv (Ch.); be in harmony or accord 
XVI. — (O)F. agréer = Pr., Sp. agradar, It. 
aggradare :- Rom. *aggratare, f. L. ad AG- 4- 
gratus pleasing, agreeable (cf. GRACE). So 
agree‘ABLE pleasing, harmonious, suitable. 
xiv (Ch.). - (O)F. agréable. Hence agree:-- 
ably. xiv (Ch.); see -Ly?, agree-MENT 
accord, covenant; concord. XIV. 


agriculture z-grikaltfaz cultivation of the 
soil. XVII. — F. agriculture or L. agriculttra, 
i.e. agri cultura tillage of the land; see ACRE, 
CULTURE. Hence agricu lturar xvii, agri- 
cu-lturalist (cf. naturalist) x1x, agricu'l- 
turisT XVIII. 


agrimony z'grimoni plant of the genus 

Eupatoria. Earlier egre-, egrimoigne, -moine 
(xiv, Ch). -(O)F. aZgremoine; the later 
agrimony (Xv), with var. Tegri-, is based 
directly on agrimónia, misreading for L. 
argemónia (Pliny, Celsus) - Gr. argemóneé 
poppy (Dioscorides), f. érgemon white spot 
on the eye (which the plant was reputed to 
cure), f. argés, argéds white, shining (cf. 
ARGENT). 


agro- z'grou comb. form of Gr. agrós field, 
ACRE, 


agrostis ogro'stis genus of grasses. XVIII. 
late L. - Gr. dgrostis, f. agrós (see prec.). 


aground ograund Ton or to the ground 
XIII; On or to the bottom of shallow water 
XVI. f. A-1 -- GROUND ; cf. ON. d grunn into 
the shallows. 


ague ei‘gju tacute fever xiv (PPL); malarial 
fever x1v (Ch.)}. — OF. ague :- medL. aciita, 
sb. use (sc. febris fever) of fem. of L. acütus 
ACUTE. Earlier ME. tfever agu —- OF. fievre 
ague — L. febris acüta (Celsus). 


ah à int. xim. Earliest form a - OF. a 
(later and mod. ah); cf. It., Sp. ah, and 
similar forms in various langs., as L. à, dh, 
Gr. â, ad, OHG. å (G. ah), Lith. à, aå, Skr. 
& (OE. had æ, za, ON. æ.) Combination 
with HA produced aha aha: xir1 (Cursor 
M.); so in L., (M)HG., etc. 


ahead ohe:d (orig. naut.) at the head; in 
front (of); forward, onward. xvii. Earlier 
ton head (XVI); see A-1, HEAD. 


ahem (o)hm excl. to attract attention, or 
used in hesitating speech. XVIII. var. of HEM 
with the ‘indeterminate’ vowel a prefixed. 


ahoy shoi- (naut.) call used in hailing. 
XVIII. f. a, AH+ HOY! 


ahungered əba'ngəsd (arch.) hungry. xiv. 
prob. repr. a var. of ME. ofhungred, offin- 
gred, OE. ofhyngrod, pp. of ofhyngran, f. of-, 
A-?--hyngran be hungry, f. HUNGER; by 
confusion of A-? (of) and A-! (on) altered to 
anhu-ngered xiv (as in Tindale, Matt. xii 1, 
whence in A.V.); so ta(m)hungry XVII. 
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ai ài S. American sloth. xvri - native 
Brazilian word repr. the animal's cry, prob. 
through F. ał (thay, thaiit). 

aid eid help, assistance. xv. - OF. aide 
(mod. aide) = Pr. ajud(h)a, Sp. ayuda :- 
Rom. *adjiita, sb. use of fem. pp. of adju- 
väre. So aid vb. xv. - OF. aidier (mod. 
aider) — Pr. ajudar :- L. adjütáre, frequent. 
of adjuvare, f. ad AD--l-juvàre help, assist. 


aide-de-camp eid do ka officer who assists 
a general. xvir. F., lit. ‘camp assistant’ 
(aide, f. aider A1D, de of, camp CAMP). 


aigrette ei-gret spray of gems, etc. ; feathery 
tuft, bundle of rays, etc. xvii (egret, egrette). 
- F. aigrette; see EGRET. 


aiguile  eigwi(l slender sharp-pointed 

rock. xix. - F., needle (— It. agug£a, etc.) :- 
Rom. *acücula, dim. of acus needle (cf. 
ACID). So aiguillette eigwile:t ornamental 
tag. XIX. F., dim. of aiguille; see -ETTE. 


ail eil (arch.) trouble, afflict; be ill (now 

in prp. ailing). OE. eglan, eglian, f. egle 
troublesome, rel. to Goth. agis disgraceful, 
aglo oppression, us|agljan oppress; further 
connexions doubtful. Hence ai-ImMenr. 
XVIII. 


ailanto eilæ'ntou large E. Indian tree. xix. 
~ Native name in Amboyna, whence modL. 
atlantus, -thus (after Gr. dnthos flower). 


aileron ei-laron small hinged flap on an 
aeroplane. xx. —F. aileron, dim. of aile 
wing (see ALATE’). 


aim eim Testimate; calculate a course or 
direction XIV; direct (a missile, blow) xtv. 
ME. ame, later ayme, aime; partly — OF. 
amer, dial. var. of esmer (= Pr. esmar, It. 
stimare) - L.  astimáre (see ESTIMATE); 
partly - OF. aesmer, aemer, Pr. azesmar, 
OSp. a(e)smar :—- L. *adzstimáre (see Ap-). 
Hence (or- OF. aesme, aeme, esme, aime) 
aim sb. xrv. f. the vb. 


air cor A. fluid enveloping the earth xu 
(AncrR.); B. outward appearance, manner 
XVI (Sh.); C. melody, tune xvi (Sh.). prop. 
three words, but, as in F., the earliest has 
absorbed the others. In A, ME. eir, later 
air, ayr — (O)F. air — Pr. air(e), Sp. aire, 
Pg. ar, It. aere, Taire, Rum. aier =- L. derem, 
nom. a@ér — Gr. dér, rel. to démi I blow, aiird 
breeze (cf. AURA). In B, -= F. air (xvi, Mon- 
taigne), prob. repr. OF. aire place, site, race, 
stock, disposition, quality (cf. de bon aire 
DEBONAIR) = Pr. aire, agre nest, family, 
stock (cf. EYRIE):- L. agrum, nom. ager 
territory (cf. ACRE), infl. by L. drea AREA. 
In C, like later F. air (xvi), repr. It. aria, 
orig. += L. (Gr.) dera, acc. of dér, but later 
infl. by OF. aire, from which it derived 
the meanings ‘quality’, ‘nature’, ‘manner’, 
whence was developed that of ‘tune’ (perh. 
after G. weise (i) manner, (ii) tune). Hence 
air vb. xvi. ai:ry XIV; see -vy!. 


Airedale ca-1deil name of a district in the 
W. Riding of Yorkshire, epithet of a breed 


of terrier, xix. 
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airt cot (Sc.) point of the compass, direc- 
tion. XIV (art, Cursor M.). ~ Gaelic aird, 
ard (= Olr. aird, Ir. ard) height, top, 
quarter of the compass, cogn. with Gr. 
árdis point. 

air-tight co-itait impermeable to air. XVIIL 
f. AIR+TIGHT, after water-, wind-tight; cf. 
G. lufidicht. 


airwood see HAREWOOD. 


aisle ail lateral section of a church xiv; 
passage-way in a church xv. ME. ele, 
later ile, yle, isle (xvi-xvii), aile, aisle 
(from xviir) — OF. ele (mod. aile) :- L.. dla 
wing of bird, army, or building :- *aksià 
(cf. OE. eaxl, G. achsel shoulder); the var. 
forms of the F. word (partly confused 
with isle island, as if ‘detached part of 
a building’, whence medL. insula aisle) 
were repr. in Eng., the common early modF. 
form aisle being finally established. 

ait, eyot eit islet. OE. iggap, ig(e)op, 
ig(e)5, ME. y5et (xi), eigt, eyt, eit (XIIL), 
later eight, aight, ait (xvii), eyot (xix). The 
ME. and later history suggest an Angl. var. 
*eécab of WS. *iegap (of which the extant 
OE. forms repr. late vars.), f. eğ ISLAND + 
dim. suffix -ap. 'lhe final ? may be due to 
AN. habits of pronunciation. 

aitch-bone eit(boun the bone of the but- 
tock. xix (also H-bone), orig. nache-BONE 
(xv), natch- (xvii), earlier nage (xiv) - OF. 
nache, nage, pl. naches (cf. Pr. naggas, Sp. 
nalga, Pg. nadega, It. natica) ~ late L. 
naticas, acc. pl. of naticæ, f. L. natis (usu. 
pl. -es) buttock. (Hach boon in “The Boke 
of St. Albans! f. iijY must be a mispr. for 
nach boon.) The forms ice-, izebone (Xv11) 
are — (M)LG. isbén, Du. tjsbeen, whence also 
G. eisbein. Cf. ADDER, etc. 

ajar ədzä'r slightly open. xvii. Alteration 
of Sc. and n. dial. achar, a char (xvi), earlier 
on char-e (Dunbar, G. Douglas), i.e. ON, 
char :- OE. éerr (dierr) turn (see CHARE); 
cf, late ME. char up lit. ‘(on the) turn open’. 
Parallel forms are MLG. enkare, MDu. 
aenkerre, (also WF lem.) akerre; cf. Du. op 
een kier ‘on a turn’, WFlem. met eene kerre, 
WFris. yn ?t kier (tsjier) half-open. The 
earliest records of the j-form (xvii) are in 
the analytical var. at jar, which was further 
modified to oz the jar, on a jar, on jar ; a jarr 
is in Bailey's dict. 1721. 

ajar? ods;à'i out of harmony. xix. Reduc- 
tion of earlier at jar (XVI-XVIII), of which 
there was a var. at ajar; see JAR}. 


akimbo okimbou with hands on hips and 
elbows turned outwards. xv. Late ME. in 
kenebowe, later (by assim. to A-!, ON) a or on 
kenbow, a kenbol(d) or kembol, a kembo (kim- 
bow), akimbo (xvitr), mod. dial. (a-)&ing-bow; 
prob. - ON. phr. *{ keng boginn ‘bent in a 
curve’ (cf. kengboginn crooked, beygja sik 
t keng crouch, beygja kenginn arch the back); 
see IN, BOW?. Some vars., e.g. a cannebow, 
may show blending with cam? crooked. 


al-! assim. form of AD- before l; cf. AC-. 


AL- 


al-? Arab. def. art. al the, forming an essential 
el. of many words of Rom. (esp. Sp. and 
Pg.) origin adopted in Eng., as alcohol, 
alcove, algebra, alkali, almagest. 


-al (ə)! suffix repr. L. -dlis forming adjs. 
from sbs. with the sense ‘of the kind of, 
pertaining to’. It became -el in OF., with 
which many F. words were adopted, e.g. 
actuel, mortel; this form, to some extent in 
F. and gen. in Eng., was refash. after L. as 
-al, whence L. adjs. in -ãlis and F. adjs. in 
-el have been adopted with -al unrestrictedly. 
The L. adjs. were primarily f. sbs., as orális 
ORAL, f. ór-, 0s mouth, and varied sometimes 
with -dris, as linedlis LINEAL, linedris LINEAR 
(when the stem ended in I, -dris was used, 
as stelldris STELLAR). This type was greatly 
increased in medL. and modL. and conse- 
quently in the Rom. langs. by formations 
not only on L. but on Gr. stems (after L. 
boreális, hebdomadális, theátrális), e.g. baptis- 
malis, cathedralis, etc. In L. itself -dlis was 
added to existing adjs., as annudlis (f. annuus), 
infernålis (f. infernus); hence the suffix is 
added freely in the mod. langs. to many 
classes of formations, including those with 
suffixes of Gr. origin, -ac, -ic, -oid (see 
-ACAL, -ICAL, -OIDAL). 'lhe corr. advs. end 
in -ally, nouns of quality in -ality 2-liti, 
as liberality (~ F. — L.). The comp. suffixes 
-alize, -alization appear orig. in adoptions 
from F. -aliser, -alisation. 

In L. some adjs. in -dlis were used sb. in 
various genders and in sg. or pl., as animal, 
annáles, rivàlis, tribünal, Bacchánàália, Satur- 
nalia, penetrülia; the number was much 
enlarged in later L. and in the mod. langs., 
whence e.g. cardinal, canonicals, mammalia, 
morals, oval, principal, signal, terminal, 
urinal; see also -AL?, 


eal? əl earlier -aile, -ayle, repr. F -aille, -ail, 
-al, which was generalized from such words 
as bataille BATTLE, (e)spousaille-s (E)SPOUSAL, 
funeraille FUNERAL, where the orig. L. was 
a sb. use of the n.pl. of an adj. in -á/is -At1!, 
Among the earliest exx. are acquittal (xv), 
arrival (xiv); from XVI onwards many 
derivs. of L. or F. vbs. came into use, e.g. 
trial; a few have been made on native end- 
stressed vbs., as beheadal, bestowal, betrothal, 
withdrawal. Bridal and burial simulate this 
ending, though their origin is different. 


alabaster c:‘lobastoz fine variety of carbon- 
ate or sulpbate of lime. xiv (Ch.). - OF. 
alabastre (mod.  albátre) - L. alabaster, 
-trum — Gr. aldbastos, -tros, prob. of foreign 
origin. The most freq. form in XVI and XVII 
was alablaster, surviving dial.; the early 
Sc. form (xiv-xv1) was alabast. 


alack əlæk (arch.) excl. of dissatisfaction, 
(hence) of surprise or regret. xv. prob. f. 
a, AH-+LACK loss, after aLas. Hence 
alack-a-day; cf. LACKADAISICAL. 


alacrity oelekriti briskness. xv. = L. 
alacritás, f. alacr-, alacer brisk (whence 
talacrious XVII); see AMBLE, -ITY. 


ALBEIT 


alamode z-lámoud adv. phr. in the fashion ; 
adj. phr. fashionable; sb. glossy black silk 
XVII; cooked beef (attrib., after F. boeuf à la 
mode). = F. phr. à la mode, i.e. à according 
to (AD), la the, mode manner, fashion, MODE. 


alar eilər pert. to wings. x1x. = L. dldris, 
f. dla wing (cf. AISLE); see -AR. 


alarm oəlā'ım T(excl.) to arms! xiv; call to 
arms, warning; tsurprise attack; state of 
surprise with fear xv1. ME. alarme, alarom, 
later alarum (xvi) - (O)F. alarme — 1t. al- 
larme, i.e. all’ arme ‘to the arms! (see ARM?) 
orig. a call. Hence ala-rm vb. xvi. 


alarum olae'rom var. of ALARM, formerly 
current in all senses but now restricted in 
prose usage to the note of a warning bell or 
clock, or the mechanism producing this. 
Aphetic tlarum (c. 1530; in XIX arch.). 


alas elas excl. of grief. x11 (Cursor M.). 
— OF. a las(se) (also helas, mod. hélas) ‘ah! 
weary (that I am)!’, i.e. a An 4- las(se) t- L.. 
lassu-s, fem. lassa weary (cf. LASSITUDE); 
corr. to Pr. ai las (lasa), It. ahi lasso (lassa); 
the adj. was orig. in concord with the gender 
of the subject. 


alate ei-leit (nat. hist.) winged. xvii. = L. 
Gldtus, f, dla wing (rel. to OE. eaxl shoul- 
der); see -ATE?. Also ala-teD. XVII. 


alb zib (eccl.) long tunic with sleeves. OE. 
albe — ecclL. alba, sb. use (sc. tunica tunic, 
vestis garment) of L. albus white; some ME. 
forms show adoption of (O)F. aube, and 
later forms show blending of the two types, 
e.g. aulbe. 


albacore, albicore z'Jbokor large tunny. 
xvi. - Pg. aibacor, -ora (whence Sp. alba- 
cora, F. albicore), f. Arab. al AL-?, bukr, pl. 
bakárat young camel, heifer. 


Albanian zlbeirnion pert. to Albania, a 
Balkan state, the native name of which is 
Shgipnija; sb. a native of this; the lan- 
guage of Albania. xix. f. medL. Albania + 
-IAN; the Gr. names for the inhabitants are 
Albánoi, Al-, Arbanétes (cf. ARNAOUT). 


albatross æ'lbətrəs bird of the petrel 
family, esp. Diomedea exulans. XVII (1672). 
Usually taken to be alteration, by assoc. 
with L. albus white, of Talcatras pelican, 
gannet, sea-mew, frigate-bird (xvi) = Sp., 
Pg. alcatraz, var. of Pg. alcatruz orig. 
bucket of an irrigating water-wheel, corr. to 
Sp. alcaduz, arcadug — Arab. algddius ‘the 
pitcher’, i.e. al AL-", gddiis - Gr. kddos jar, 
itself of Sem. origin (cf. Heb. kad bucket). 
The orig. ref. is held to have been to the 
pelican's large pouch, in which it was sup- 
posed to carry water. The changes of sense 
and form are a serious difficulty. Hence Du., 
G., F. albatros (xviii), whence Pg. albatroz. 


albeit Slbi-it even though. xiv (Ch.). Con- 
junctive phr. al be it, fuller form of albe, 
i.e. ALL adv., be 3rd sg. pres. subj. of the 
vb. BE, with a clause following (introduced 
or not by that), the orig. meaning being 
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ALBERT 


‘let it entirely be (that)’, ‘let (what is 


ALDERMAN 


By assoc. with Gr. khüuümeíà infusion (f. 


expressed by the clause) be fully so’; 


formerly with corr. pt., tal were it. Cf. 
HOWBEIT. 


albert e:)bait kind of watch-chain. xIx. 
In full Albert chain, named after Prince 
Albert (d. 1861), Consort of Queen Victoria. 


albino zlbinou man or animal distin- 


khu-, kheîn pour) arose the modL. alchy- 
mia, whence the frequent xvi-xviir Eng. 
sp. alchymy (cf. chymistry, var. of CHEMIS- 
TRY). So alche:micar. xvi. a'lchemisr. 
XVI. — OF. alkemiste or medL. alchemtsta 
(It. alchimtsta, etc.). Talchemister. x1v-xvi. 
Talchemistny. xiv. 


guished by absence of colouring pigment in alcohol z'lkóhol fine metallic powder, esp. 


the skin, etc. xvii. = Sp., Pg. albino, f. albo 
white --/zo (see -INE'). First applied by the 
Portuguese to the white negroes (negros 
ae) of W. Africa, Hencea-lbinisM. xix; 
so F. 


Albion æ'lbiən Britain. xr (La3.).— F. Albion, 
L.. Albion (Pliny), Gr. Alouién (Ptolemy) 
— Celtic *Albio, g. *Albionos, whence Ir.- 
Gael. Alba, g. Alban Scotland (cf. medL. 
Albanus Scottish); usu. referred to *albho- 
(L. albus) white, the allusion being to the 
white cliffs of Britain (cf. ALP). 


album 2:lbam blank book for the insertion 
of collected items. xvir (‘his Album of 
Friends’; earlier in L. abl. form- ʻin his 
Albo, 1651). - L. album (in classical use, 
white tablet on which records or notices 
were inscribed, register, list), sb. use of n. of 
albus white (cf. prec.); first in G. use as 
album amicorum ‘album of friends’, in which 
the owner collected the signatures of fellow 
scholars (cf. ‘a dull Dutch [i.e. German] 
fashion, their album amicorum’, Fuller, 
1642; ‘what the Germans call an Album’, 
Ld. Chesterfield, 1748). 


albumen zlbjü:men, x:!bjumen white of 
egg. XVI. — L. albümen, f. albus white; cf. 
prec. Hence albu:minovs. xvin. f. L. 
stem albtimin-; cf. F. albumineux. 


aleaic elkei-ik (pros.) form of Gr. and L. 
verse. XVII. —late L. alcaicus ~ Gr. alkaikds, 
f. Alkaios name of a lyric poet of Mytilene 
(c. 600 B.c.), who used the metre ; see -1C. 


alcalde elkz-ldi magistrate in Spain and 

Portugal. xvir. ~= Sp. alcalde, alcaide, Pg. 
alcaide — Arab. .al-gádi ‘the judge’ (see AL-?, 
CADI). Cf. F. alcade. 


alcayde ezlkai-di governor of a fortress. 
XVI. -Sp. alcaide — Arab. al-gd@id ‘the 
leader’, f. qaàda lead. 


alcazar zlkozàa:r, alka:par fortress, spec. of 
Seville, Spain. xvii. — Sp. alcazar ~ Arab. 
al-qa,r ‘the castle’ - L. castra fortified camp 
(see AL-*, CASTLE). 


alchemy ez-Ikimi chemistry of the Middle 
Ages. XIV. ME. alkamye (with vars. assim. 


as produced by sublimation xvi; distilled or 
rectified spirit, e.g. a. of wine (after Paracel- 
sus) XVII; spec. rectified spirit of wine XVIII ; 
(chem.) compound of the type of this x1x. — F. 
(now alcool) or medL. alcohol - Arab. alkoh'l 
collyrium (fine powder used in the East to 
stain the eyelids), i.e. al AL-*, KOHL. Hence 
alcoholic zlkého-lik. xvir. a-lcoholisw. 
XIX. —modL. (Magnus Huss, 1852). 


alcoran z'lkorzen, elkora:n xiv (Maund., 


Ch.). - (O)F. alcoran — Arab. al-qorán; see 
AL-?, KORAN. 


alcove c'lkouv recess (vaulted or arched). 


XVI. -F. alcóve - Sp. alcoba ~ Arab. al- 
qobbah, i.e. al AL-?, gobbah vault, vaulted 
chamber, f. qubba to vault. Formerly stressed 
alco:ve, as by Addison, Pope, and Cowper, 
and in Walker's dict. 


Aldebaran elde-baran the star a Tauri. 


xiv (Ch.). - medL. — Arab. aldabardn ‘the 
follower’, f. dabara follow ; so called because 
it follows the Pleiades ; see AL~?. 


aldehyde z:Idihaid (chem.) fluid obtained 


by oxidation of alcohol; compound of this 
type. XIX. f. al. dehyd., abbrev. of alcohol 
dehydrogenatum dehydrogenated alcohol. 


alder 5-lder the tree Alnus glutinosa. OE. 


alor, aler, rel. to MLG. aller, alre, elre, else 
(LG. eller), MDu. else (Du. els), OHG. 
elira, erila (G. erle), ON. glr (alr-), elrir, 
elri, Goth. *aliza (whence Sp. aliso), and 
outside Germ. to L. alnus (:— *alsnos), Lith. 
alksnis, elksnis, Lett. àlksnis, Pol. olcha, Russ. 
ol'khd. Several varieties of form are repr. in 
earlier and dial. Eng., or are preserved in 
proper names: aller ; oller, owler ; eller (from 
Scand.); Aldershot, Aller, Alresford, Arle, 
Ellershaw, Ollerton, Orleton, Oldershaw. 
The deriv. adj. aldern (OE. xlren = OFris. 
elren, MLG. ellern, OHG. erlin) is repr. in 
Ollerenshaw ; it was in gen. Eng. use till xvi, 
and in Sc. (alron) xv-xvu. Forms with 
glide-d appear xiv. 


alder-, later form of ME. aller, alre, OE. alra, 


g.pl. of ALL, as 1n alderbest (Ch.), alderliefest 
(Sh.) best of all, dearest of all, most dear, 
which was an arch. survival in xvi. 


to astronomy, e.g. alknamye, alconomye) | alderman 5:ldomon Tman of noble or high 


- OF. alkemie, alkamie (mod. alchimie) = Pr. 
alkimia, Sp. alquimia, It. alchimia - medL. 
alchimia, -chemia = Arab. alkimid, i.e. al 
AL-", kimiad- Gr. khémid, khémeid art of 
transmuting metals (Suidas), e.g. as prac- 
tised by the Egyptians (whence the sugges- 
tion that the word is the same as Khémid the 
old name for Egypt, Khmi, lit. ‘black land’), 
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rank OE. (after xiii only hist. from xvi 
onwards); twarden of a guild, (hence) 
magistrate of a borough xri. OE. aldormann 
(= OFris. aldermann), f. aldor (ealdor) chief, 
prince (f. ald oLD+-or as in. OE. baldor 
prince) 3- MaN. Hencealdermanic -mæ'nik 
XVII; T-ma:-niCAL XVII; replacing earlier 
aldermanlike. 


ALDINE 


Aldine æ'ldain, d-Idain designation of 
editions of Gr. and L. classics printed or 
published by Aldo Manuzio and his family 
(1450-1597). xix. —modL. Aldinus, f. 
Aldus, latinized form of Aldo; see -INE'. 


ale eil liquor made from an infusion of malt. 

OE. alu (ealu), g., d. alop (ealop), g. pl. 
ealepa == OS. alo- and OHG. al- (each in 
rare comps.), ON. gl :- Germ. *alup- (t- 
stem); dubiously connected with L. aliimen 
ALUM, alüta leather prepared with alum. 
OSI. oltt, Lith. alas may be from Germ. 
Only Eng. retains both ale and beer, the 
Scand. langs. only ale, and the other Germ. 
langs. only beer. 


aleatory eiliotori depending on a throw of 
the dice. xvir. -— L. áledtórius, f. àledtor 
dicer, f. dlea die, dice; see -ORY’. 

alecost eilkost the plant Chrysanthemum 
Balsamita, formerly used for giving a flavour 
to ale. xvi. f. ALEd- cost — L. costum — Gr. 
kóstos plant used as a spice. 


alee oii: (naut.) on or to the lee side. xiv. 
f. A-1--LEE!, partly after ON. a Ale. 


alegar az-ligor, erligox malt vinegar. xiv. 
f. ALE+--eger, -egar (see EAGER) of vinegar. 
Cf. theeregar (xv) vinegar made from beer. 


alehoof erlhüf ground-ivy, Nepeta Gle- 
choma. XIV. prob. alteration of hayhove, 
f. hay hedge, OE. hege-- hofe (also in tànhofe 
‘garden hove’); there appears to be an allusion 
to its alleged use in brewing instead of hops. 


Aleman(n)ic, Alle-, Ala- zlímz:nik. xvirr. 
—late L. Alemannicus, f. Alemanni pl. 
(Gr. 'Alamanot), Germanic tribe first men- 
tioned by Dio Cassius s.a. 213 - Germ. 
*Alamanniz (cf. ON. almanna- general, 
public, Goth. alamannam d. pl. mankind), 
prob. f. ALL--MAN and so denoting a wide 
alliance of peoples; see -1C. 


alembic ale-mbik distilling apparatus. xIv 
(Ch.) Late ME. alambic, alembike - OF. 
alembic (mod. alambic ; cf. Sp. alambique, It. 
lambicco) - medL. alembicus — Arab. al-anbigq, 
i.e. al AL-*, anbig still— Gr. ambik-, dmbix 
cup, beaker, cap of a still. Almost super- 
seded by the aphetic limbeck (earlier lembik) 
from xv to XVII, when the full form again 
came into vogue. So ale: mbicated, over- 
refined or subtilized. xvin. — F. alembique ; 
see -ATE?, -ED!. 


alerion olio:rion (her.) footless and beakless 
eagle. xvii. — F. alérion (cf. medL. alario) 
- (with L. suffix -zon-) OHG. adelare (G. 
adler), f£. adel noble (see ATHELING) -- ar (G. 
aar) eagle (see ERNE). 


alert ol5-1t on the look-out; lively, nimble. 
xvil. — F. alerte, earlier allerte, à l'airte — It. 
all' erta on the watch or look-out, i.e. alla 
at the, erta look-out (tower), sb. use (sc. 
torre tower) of fem. pp. of ergere t= L. erigere 
ERECT ; orig. an adv. phr., it became an adj. 
used predicatively, then a sb. (on the alert is 
etymologically pleonastic). 


ALGORISM 


alexandrine eligza:ndrain, -ks- pert. to 
verse of twelve syllables (the F. vers héroique). 
XVI. = F. alexandrin (xv), f. Alexandre, title 
of a famous OF. romance (XII-XIII) con- 
cerning Alexander the Great, in which the 
metre is used; see -INE?. 


alexin ole-ksin (biol. chem.) substance hav- 
ing the property of destroying bacteria. XIX. 
- G. alexin (Buchner, 1888), f. Gr. aléxein 
ward off; see -IN. 


alexipharmic aleksifa:-rmik (that is) an 
antidote to poison. xvii. Alteration, by 
assim. to -1C, of Talexipharmac —- F. alexiphar- 
maque —- modL. alexipharmacum — Gr. alexi- 
phármakon, n. sg. of adj. f. aléxein ward off 
--bhármakon poison (cf. PHARMACY). 


alfalfa :lfae-lfo variety of lucerne. XIX., 
= Sp. alfalfa, formerly  alfalfez — Arab. 
al-façfaçah ‘the best sort of fodder’. 


al fresco zlfre:skou in the open air. XVIII. 
It. phr. al fresco ‘in the FRESH’. Cf. FRESCO. 


alga z:lga pl. algze z:ld3i seaweed. xvi. L. 


algebra zx:ld3ibra tbone-setting (as in obs. 
Sp.) XIV; department of mathematics using 
general symbols. xvi. - It, Sp., medL. 
alge-bra ~ Arab. aljebr, i.e. al AL-?, jebr 
reunion of broken parts, f. jabara reunite, 
redintegrate. The full Arabic term for 
algebraic computation was “im aljebr 
vwa'lmuqábalah science of redintegration and 
equation, the first part of which was taken 
into It. in xir, the second, alnucabala, being 
used by some medL. writers in the same 
sense. The str. a-lgebra is shown in Butler’s 
‘Hudibras’ (1 1 126), 1663. Recorde, the 
earliest user of the math. term, has the form 
algeber, directly repr. the Arabic; Billingsley, 
Dee, and Digges have algebra. Hence 
algebraic -breiik XVII, -ICAL XVI; a'lge- 
braisr xvir, which was preceded by Talge- 
brrcrawN xvi-xvnr. 'lhe retention of -a in 
the derivs. is abnormal, but is paralleled by 
Sp. algebraico ; more regular forms are seen 
in F. algébrique, It. algebrico, Sp., It. 
algebrista. 

-algia æ'ld3iə terminal el. repr. Gr. -algiå, 
comb. deriv. of dlgos pain, rel. to alégein be 
anxious, as in kephalalgía headache, meur- 
algi@ NEURALGIA. The corr. adj. ends in 
-a'lgic. 

algid z'ldsid cool, chill. xvir. -L. algidus, 
f. algére be cold ; see -1Dp!. 

Algonkin, -quin  elgo:nkin N. Amer. 
Indian tribal name. xvir. = F. Algonquin, 
+Algonkain, contr. of fAlgoumequin; cf. 
Micmac algoomeaking at the place of spear- 
ing fish and eels, f. algoome spear fish. 
Hence Algo:nkIAN, -quiAN applied toa large 
family including the Algonquins, and to the 
languages spoken by any member of it. xix. 


algorism e‘lgsrizm Arabic system of 
numeration, arithmetic. XIII. Earliest form | 
augrim, later algorisme — OF. augori(s)me, 
algorisme — medL.  algorismus (cf. Sp. 
guarismo cypher), f. (with assim. to -ismus 
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ALGUAZIL 


ALLAH 





-ISM) Arab. al-Khowdrazmi the man of 
Khwarazm (ancient name of Khiva), sur- 
name of the Arab mathematician Abu 
Ja’far Mohammed Ben Musa (1x), through 
the European translation of whose work on 
algebra the Arabic numerals became 
generally known. Cf. the use of Euclid for 
plane geometry. (By contamination with 
Gr. drithmos number, a form algorithm 
became current XVII—XIX.) 
alguazil zlgwazi:l Sp.algwapil justiciary ; 
sergeant; minion. XVI. Early Sp. alguazil 
(now alguacil) — Arab, al-wazir, i.e. al AL-?, 
wazir minister, officer, VIZIER. 


algum «-lgom tree of the Bible (2 Chron. 
ii 8, erron. almug 1 Kings x 11), variously 
identified. xvi. Heb. algüm. 


Alhambra Zlhze:mbro ancient royal Moor- 
ish palace at Granada. xvii. - Sp.- Arab. 
al-hamra ‘the red’, i.e. al AL-? and fem. of 
ahmar, named after Muhammad Ben al 
Ahmar, who built it in 1273. 


alias erliés otherwise named xVI; another 
(assumed) name xvir. — L. alids at another 
time, otherwise, f. alius (cf. ELSE). 


alibi zlibai (leg. Telsewhere; plea of 
having been elsewhere. xviir. = L. alibi, f. 
alius other (see ELSE), with loc. ending after 
ibi there, ubi where. 


alidad z:lided index of an astrolabe, etc. 
xv. orig. in medL. forms allidatha, alhidada 
(cf. Sp. alhi-, alidada) ~ Arab. al-‘idddah 
revolving radius of a graduated circle, f. 
‘add, ‘adid upper arm, radius; later - F. 
alidade. 

alien eilion not one’s own, foreign. XIV 
(R. Rolle). - OF. alien — L. aliēnus belong- 
ing to another person or place, f. alius other 
(see ELSE). For the freq. ME. forms in -zt, 
e.g. aliente, alia(u)nt, cf. ancient. So a-lien 
vb. xIv (Ch.) = (O)F. aliéner; earlier synon. 
of alienate estrange (xv1), which was pre- 
ceded by the pp. Taltenate (xv) — L. aliéndatus, 
pp. of aliénáre; see -ATE?*. a-lienABLE. xvi. 
~- F. alienation. xiv (Wycl. Bible). 
—-(O)F. or L. alienisr. xix. - F. aliéniste. 


alight! olart. come or get down, dismount 
OE.; settle on xu. OE. dlihtan; see a-°, 
LIGHT‘. 


alight? olait lighted, on fire. xvii. prob. 
evolved from phr. fon (also of, in) a light 
fire (XVI-XVIII) ablaze, where light appears 
to be pp. of LIGHT? kindle, ignite. 


align, aline alai-n place in line. xvir. = (O)F. 
aligner, f. phr. à ligne, repr. L. ad lineam in a 
straight line (see AD-, LINE?). So align- 
MENT. XVIII. — (O)F. alignement. 


alike olark (adj. used predic., rarely other- 
wise) like one another. OE. gelié (ME. 
ilich-e, ilik-e; a- forms from xIv) = OFris. 
gelik, OS. gelic (Du. gelijk), OHG. galīh (G. 
gleich), ON. glikr, Goth. galetks += CGerm. 
*ealikas, f. *"za- v--J-*hkam form, body 
(see LYCHGATE) ; for the development of OE. 


ge- to a- cf. AFFORD, AWARE. See LIKE. So 
ali-ke adv. OE. £gelice, f. gelic with adv. 
ending -e. In ME. both words were prob. 
reinforced, or superseded in certain areas, 
by ON. adj. dlikr, adv. dlika, which corr. to 
OE. anlic, onlic, anlice, OHG. analih, Goth. 
analeiks, in which the prefix is Germ. *ana- 
(see ON). 


aliment æ'limënt nourishment, food. Xv 
(rare before xvir). — F. aliment or L. alimen- 
tum, f. alere nourish, f. *al- grow (cf. oLD); 
see -MENT. So alime'ntaARY. XVII. =L. 


alimony æ'liməni maintenance, spec. of a 
separated wife by her husband. xvir. =L. 
alimonia, f. alere; see prec. and -MONY. 


aliquot æ'likwət (math.) of a quantity con- 
tained exactly in another. xvi (Billingsley). 
— F. aliquote (les parties aliquotes xv), medL. 
aliquota fem. (in AL. partes aliquotz x111), 
f. L. aliquot some, several, f. alius one of two 
(cf. ALIEN) -+-quot how many (cf. QUOTIENT). 


-ality «liti comp. sufBx-(O)F. -alité 
- L. -àlitát-, -tás; see -AL!, -1TY. 


alive olarv living. OE. phr. on life, ME. on 
livé, olive, alive; 1.e. ON (cf. A-1) and life, d. 
sg. of lif LIFE. On live is found as late as 
XVII. 


alkahest, alc- a-lkohest universal solvent 
of alchemists. xvul. First used by Paracel- 
sus, and believed to have been arbitrarily 
invented by him with a form simulating 
Arabic (al AL-°). 


alkali z-lkolai Tsoda ash xiv; saltwort, 
Salsola Kali xvr; gen. applied to sub- 
stances having the properties of soda XVII; 
(mod. chem.) hydroxide of sodium, potas- 
sium, etc. XIX. Late ME. alcaly — medL. 
alkali - Arab. al-galiy calcined ashes of 
Salsola and Salicornia, f. qalay fry, roast; 
see AL-*, KALI. Cf. F, alcali (xvi). So alka- 
IINE XVII; see ~INE and cf. F. alcalin (1700). 
a‘Ikaloip. xix. - G. alkaloid. 


alkanet zIkonet (plant, Anchusa or Al- 
kanna tinctoria, yielding) a dye. (xiv) xv. 
— Sp. alcaneta, f. alcana (medL. alchanna), 
corr. to OF. alchanne, arcanne — Arab. al- 
henná; see AL-?, HENNA. 


alkekengi elkike:nd3i winter cherry, 
Physalis Alkekengi. xiv. —- medL. = Arab. 
al-kadkanj, -kenj, i.e. al AL-?, Pers. kákamj 
kind of medicinal resin, (also) nightshade. 


all 51 every; entire; the whole of; also adv. 
OE. all, (eail) = OFris. al, ol, OS., OHG. 
al (Du. al, G. all), ON. allr, Goth. alls, 
prob. :- CGerm. *aínaz, ppl. formation on 
*al-, which is found also in OS., OHG. 
alung completely, and the prefix *ala- of 
Goth. alaniuwi quite new, alawári quite 
true, alamannam (see ALEMANIC), and has 
been referred to IE. *ol-, repr. by (O)Ir. 
uile all (2— *oljo-), W. oll (1- *oljod) wholly. 


Allah zo the deity among the Moham- 
medans. XVI. = Arab. allah, for al-ildh, i.e. 
al AL-?*, iláh god = Aram. eldh, Heb. eléah 
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ALLANTOIS 


(see ELOHIST). (Early forms in Eng. writers 
are Alla, Allah, Ala, Ala, Allough, Alha.) 


allantois alz-ntouis (anat.) foetal membrane 
lying between amnion and chorion. XVII. 
modL., spurious form evolved from allan- 
toides — Gr. allantoeidés sausage-shaped 
(Galen), f. allanto-, allás sausage; see -otp. 


allay 3sler flay aside OE.; put down, 
repress, quell; appease, assuage xiv; dilute, 
temper XV; mitigate xvi. OE. aleégan, pt. 
alegde, aléde, pp. alegd, aléd, ME. alegge 
(aleide, aleid), superseded by aleie, alay (cf. 
LAY’). The sense-development has been intl. 
by formal assoc. with OF. aleger, lighten 
(:- L. alleviáre ALLEVIATE) and aleier, alier 
(:= L. alligdre) ALLOY, temper, qualify. 


allegation cligei-Jan charge or matter to 

be proved xv; affirmation of a thing to be 
proved xv; assertion without proof XVII. 
— (O)F. allégation or L. allégátio(n-), f. al- 
légáre depute, bring forward, adduce, f. 
ad AL---légáre dispatch, commission (cf. 
LEGATE); see -ATION. Used as the noun of 
action of next. 


allege 2oledz declare before a tribunal, 
plead; cite, quote; advance as a reason; 
assert without proof. xiv. - AN. alegier, for 
OF. esligier :- Rom. *exlitigare clear at law, 
f. L. ex EX- -- lit-, lis lawsuit (see LITIGATE); 
used in the senses of L. allegáre (see prec.), 
whence F. alléguer (which cannot be the 
source of allege). 


allegiance ali-dzans relation of a liege man 
to his lord; obligation of a subject. xiv. 
- AN. *alligeance (AL. alligantia), f. OF. 
ligeance (AL. ligantia), f. lige LIEGE (see 
-ANCE); so contemp. tligeance- OF.; the 
prefixing of al- was perh. due to assoc. with 
alligantia ALLIANCE. 


allegory «:ligari figurative description or 
narrative. xiv. —(OJF. allégorie — L. alle- 
goria~ Gr. allégorid ‘speaking otherwise’, 
f. dllos other (cf. ALLO-)-+ agor-, as in agoreti- 
ein speak, agord public assembly; see -v?. 
So allegoric eligo‘rik xiv, allego-ricaL 
xvI. a‘llegorize. xv. F. allégoriser = late L. 
allégorizare (Jerome). 


allegro zleigrou (mus.)lively. xvii (Pur- 
cell). It., repr. L. alacer brisk (see ALACRITY). 
(| Familiar from the title of Milton's poem 
'J^Allegro', 1632, ‘the cheerful one’. 


alleluia zlilü:jo xiv. — eccl. L. alleluia — Gr. 
allélotia, the LXX repr. of Heb. HALLELU- 
JAH. As applied in medL. (and It.) to the 
wood-sorrel, Oxalis Acetosella, it may be 
a perversion of some vernacular name. 


allergy z'loid3i sensitiveness to certain 
foods, emanations, etc. xx. —G. allergie 
(Pirquet, 1906), f. Gr. dllos other, ALLO--+- 
érgon WORK 4- -Y? (cf. energy); orig. denoting 
a changed condition brought about by an 
injection. Hence alle:rgic hypersensitive 
(hence, antipathetic) to. So allergen zl5-1- 
da3in substance to which a body is allergic; 
with -en after pollen. 


ALLODIUM 


alleviate oli:vieit lighten, mitigate. xv. f. 
pp. stem of late L. ailevidre, f. ad AL-* 4- levis 
LIGHT?; see -ATE®, The L. verb was repr. 
earlier by tallege (x1v-xv1) - OF. alegier 
(mod. alléger) = Pr. aleujar, It. alleggiare; 
cf. ALLAY. 


alley! z:li walk, passage; enclosure for 
bowls, etc. xiv. -— OF. alee (mod. allée) 
walking, passage, f. aller walk, go (:- L. 
ambuláre walk; cf. AMBLE). 


alley?, ally æli toy marble. xvr. Fami- 
liar dim. (see -y®) of ALABASTER. Cf. the 
similar use of LG., Du. albast. 


all fours 5l fooiz In the sense ‘all four 

extremities’ orig. all four xvi; the name of 
the card-game has always been all-fours 
XVIII. 


All Hallows 51 hz-louz (feast of) All Saints, 
1 November. OE. ealra hálgena deg day of 
all saints; hence, with retention of the g. pl. 
inflexion, ME. alle halewene day (xi, 
alhalwen (x1v), all halown (xv), all holland, 
allhollondaye (xvi), etc.; with loss of this, 
al halow, al hal (xiv), alhalwgh (xv), etc. ; 
with substitution of -5 from xv. See HALLOW, 
HALLOWE'EN, HALLOWMAS. 


alliaceous  zeliei[os (bot. of the genus 
Allium (garlic, onion, etc.). xvii. f. modL. 
alliáceus, f. L. allium garlic; see -ACEOUS. 


alliance olaions union by marriage; con- 
federation. xir1. - OF. alzance (mod. alliance), 
f. alier ALLY? ; see -ANCE. 


alligator z-ligeitar reptile of the crocodile 
family, cayman. xvir. Earlier forms lagarto, 
aligarto, alagarto (xv1) — Sp. el lagarto the 
lizard (repr. *lacarto for L. lacerta LIZARD), 
which was applied spec. to the large saurians 
of the New World. The rst Folio (1623) 
edition of Sh. ‘Romeo & Juliet’ v i 43 has 
Allegater, the 1st Quarto (1597) Aligarta, 
Q Alligator pear (xvitt) is a corruption of 
AVOCADO pear. 


alliteration olitorei:fon commencement of 
words in a passage with the same letter, 
prop. with the same or the same kind of 
sound. xvii. - modL. alliterátió(n-) rhet. 
repeating and playing upon the same letter, 
f. ad AL- 4- [itera LETTER, after L. agnóminátio 
paronomasia; see -ATION. Hence alli:ter- 
ate(d), alli-teraTrivE. xvii. 


allo- z-lo, zlo- 
other (see ELSE). 


allocate z-lókeit allot to a place. xvil 
(before xix only Sc.). f. pp. stem of medL. 
allocáre, f. L. ad AL-!-- locare place, LOCATE, 
after pp. tallocat (xvi). So alloca:TION. 
xv, — F. - medL. 


allocution zlókjü-fon address, exhortation. 

XVIL. — L. allocütió(n-), f. allocüt-, alloqui 
address, f. ad AL-1+ logui speak (see LOCU- 
TION). 


allodium slou-diom estate held in absolute 
ownership. xvir. - medL. allódium (Domes- 
day Book), f. Frankish *alldd- ‘entire pro- 


comb. form of Gr. dllos 
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ALLOPATHY 


perty' (in latinized forms alodis, alaudes), 
f. all att+od (OHG. t, OE. ead, ON 
audr) estate, property, wealth. Also (angli- 
cized) al(lod z-od. xvir. So allo:drar. 
xvit. — medL. 


allopathy zlo:popi )( homoopathy. xix. - G. 
allopbathie, f. Gr. dllos other-+-pdtheia, 
pathos suffering. So allopath z-lopzp 
— F. allopathe, back-formation from allo- 
pathie. allopa:thic, = F. See ALLO-, PATHOS. 


allot olo:t assign, orig. by lot. xvi. — OF. 
aloter (repl. by mod. allotir), f. a AD-, AL-1+ 
lot (of Germ. origin) ;see LoT. Hence allo-t- 
MENT action of allotting xvi; portion of 
land allotted xvii. 


allotropy alo‘trapi variation of physical 
properties without change of substance. 
xix. =modL. allotropia - Gr. allotropid 
variation, f. allótropos of another form, f. 
dllos ALLO--+ frdpos manner (cf. TROPE); see 
-v3, 

allow slau: A. (arch.) commend; admit, ac- 
cept; permit; B. assign, allot. xiv. -= OF. 
alouer, later all-:—- (1) L. allaudàre, f. ad 
AL-!--laudüre praise, LAUD, (ii) medL. allo- 
care, f. ad AL-1+locdre place, stow, ALLO- 
CATE. The phonetic identification in OF. of 
the orig. distinct forms involved semantic 
conflation and the development of a variety 
of meanings in which the two main senses 
were blended, e.g. assign with approval, 
grant, concede, permit. So allow-ABLe 
(aphetic tlowable)~OF. allouable. | xiv. 
allow:ANcE. xiv. — OF. alouance. 


alloy olor, z-loi admixture of metals; in- 
ferior metal of a mixture ; quality, standard. 
xvi. —(O)F. alot (orig. in phr. de bon aloi of 
good mixture}, f. OF. aloier, earlier aleier = 
Pr. aliar, Sp. allegar, It. allegare :-L. 
alligāre, f£. ad aAu-'+ligdre bind (cf. ALLY?, 
LIEN). So alloy: vb. xvn. - F. aloyer, f. 
alot; superseded tallay sb. and vb. (xiv) 
— (O)F. alei, aleier. 


allspice óo-spais Jamaica pepper. xvi. f. 
ALL--SPICE, so called because supposed to 
combine the flavour of cinnamon, nutmeg, 
and cloves. 


allude olü:d ‘play’ with or upon; refer 
indirectly (£o). xvi. —L. alliidere play or 
dally with, touch lightly upon, f. ad AL-!-+ 
lüdere engage in play, f. lüdus play, game (cf. 
LUDICROUS). 5o allusion ol!à:3on. xvi. — F. 
allusion or late L. allüsio(n-), f. pp. of allüdere. 


allure oljueo:r attract strongly, entice. Xv. 
— OF. alurer, f. a- AD-, AL-1 - lure falconer's 
bait, LURE. 
alluvion olü:vion wash of sea against shore; 
flood; alluvium. xvi. — F. alluvion = L. allu- 
vió(n-) f. ad AL-!-F-luvio, f. luere (see 
ABLUTION). 

alluvium oalii-viom deposit left by water 
flowing over land. xvi. L., n. of alluvius 
washed against, f. ad AL-!--luv- of luere (cf. 


prec.) Hence allu-viar xix, earlier allu:v- 
IAN, allu-viovus xvirt. 


ALMOND 


ally? æ'lai, əlait A. tkindred, kinsman XIV; 
B. allied person or people xv. In A, - (O)F. 
allié, sb. use of pp. of allier (see next). For 
the loss ot final é cf. ASSIGN?, COSTIVE, TAIL?, 
TROVE. In early Sc. repr. by allya, alye 
(3 syll). which are used for ‘ally’, ‘allies’, 
and ‘alliance’. In B, f. next; the str. ally 
is found XVII. 


ally? olai* join as associate or confederate. 
XIII. = OF. alier, analogical alteration of 
aleier (see ALLOY). 


alma(h) «Imo Egyptian dancing-girl. xix 
(Byron). — Arab. ‘Glimat adj. fem. learned 
(i.e. instructed in music and dancing), f. 
‘alama know. (In F. almée.) 


almacantar zlmokae'ntài (pl. parallels of 
altitude. xiv (Ch.). - OF. aímicantarat or 
medL. almicantarath - Arab. almuqantarát. 
pl. sundial, f. qantarah bridge, arch; see 
AL-?, 

almagest cz:lmodzest orig. the great astro- 
nomical treatise of Ptolemy (II), ‘Mathé- 
matike süntaxis. xiv. - OF. almageste, 
ult. — Arab. al-majisti — (with al, aL-*) Gr. 
megisté greatest (sc. sintaxis composition), 
superl. fem. of mégas great (see MAGNITUDE). 


Alma Mater z-lmo mertor xvi. L., 
‘bounteous mother’ (alma, fem. of almus, f. 
alere nourish; cf. ALIMENT); title given by 
the Romans to Ceres, Cybele, and other 
bounteous goddesses, transf. to universities 
and schools as the fostering mothers of their 
alumni. 


almanac o:lmonzk annual table containing 

essentially a calendar of days and months 
with astronomical data and computations. 
xiv (almenak, Ch.). ~medL. almanac(h) 
(Roger Bacon, 1267); the only authenticated 
antecedent form with which this may be 
connected is late Gr. almenikhiakd (Eusebius, 
IV), described as containing the names of 
the lords of the ascendant and their pro- 
perties; the formal relation of almanac to 
this is obscure ; a supposed Arab. al-manakh, 
invented to account for the medL. and 
Rom. forms (It. almanacco, Sp. almanaque, 
F. almanach), is non-existent. 


almandine zlmza:ndin,-ain variety of gar- 
net. XVII (in xix poet.). — F. talmandine, 
alteration of talabandine (in ME. alabaun- 
dryne xiv) — late L. alabandina (sc. gemma 
gem), f. Alabanda city of Caria; see -INE!. 


almighty óolmaiti. OE. zeimihtg, corr. to 

OFris. elmachtich, OS. alomahtig, OHG. 
alamahtic, ON. almdttigr; f. prefix form of 
ALL + MIGHTY, rendering L. omnipotens 
OMNIPOTENT. 


almoign, almoin, AN. var. of ALMs. 


almond a4:mond (fruit of) the tree Amyg- 
dalus communis. xiii (Cursor M.) - OF. 
alemande, a(l)mande (mod. amande), for 
*almandle - medL. amandula (cf. Sp. almen- 
dra, Pg. amendoa, It. mandola, mandorla, 
OHG. mandala, G. mandel), alteration of 
L. amygdala =- Gr. amugddlé; initial al- 
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ALMONER 


appears to be due to assoc. with Rom. words 
having AL-? prefixed. 


almoner àü:monoi, glmono: official distri- 
butor of alms. xr (Cursor M.). - AN. 
aumoner, OF. aumonier, earlier au-, 
a(u)lmosnier (mod. auménier) :- Rom. *al- 
mosinariu-s, for medL. eleémosynarius ELEE- 
MOSINARY, used sb. ; see -En? and cf. AL Ms. 


almost 5:lmoust, -most OE. zfmzst nearly 
all, for the most part (cf. mæst eall ‘for the 
most part entirely’); see ALL and MOST; 
substitution of -MwosT for the regularly 
developed -mest was established xiv. 


alms àmz charitable gift. OE. almysse, 
-messe, whence almes (XIII-XVII; so in 
A.V.), reduced to alms xvi; corr. to OFris. 
telmisse, OS. alamosna (MDu. aelmoese, Du. 
aalmoes), OHG. alamuosan (G. almosen), 
ON. olmusa :- Germ. *alemos(i)na- popL., 
Rom. *alimosina (Pr., OSp. almosna, OF. 
almosne, modF. auméne, It. limosina), altera- 
tion, prob. through L. aliménia ALIMONY, of 
Christian L. eleémosyna (Tertullian) - Gr. 
ele&émosiíné  compassionateness, f. eleémón 
compassionate, f. éleos mercy. In OE. the 
orig. -n was treated as if inflexional and 
disappeared from the nom.; ME. vars. are 
Taimose xu, almoin (AN.) xiv, Sc. almous, 
awmous (=~ ON. olmusa) ; Talmosna, talmoise 
XV (cf. AN. abnosne, almoisne). Q| Treated as 
a pl. like eaves, riches, which are orig. sgs. 


almuce see AMICE. 


almug z'mag xvii (A.V.) erron. form of 
ALGUM. 


aloe zou flignaloes xiv; liliaceous genus 
of plants with a bitter juice, whence is made 
a drug xiv (Trev.). OE. al(e)we-L. aloé 
— Gr. alóé plant and drug, (also) lignaloes 
(used in LXX tr. Heb. akhaléth) ; in late ME. 
reinforced by OF. aloes (mod. aloés) or its 
source, aloés, g. sg. of L. aloë, as in LIGNA- 
LOES; whence the frequent use of the word 
in pl. form. 


ALTAR 


(with genitive) of adj. meaning ‘extending in 
same direction’, ‘continuous’ = OS. ant- 
lang, f. *and- opposite (see ANTI-)-+ *layg- 
extend (cf. LONG!). For the assim. of nl to 
ll and ult. simplification to I cf. eleven; the 
stages were andlong, anlong, allong, along 
(assim. appears early in OE. ollung, but was 
not gen. before xiv). Hence alo-ngsHORE, 
alo-ngsSIDE XVIII. 





aloof 3lü:f (naut.) forder to the steersman 


to go to windward; to or at a distance. XVI. 
Early forms are a luf, aloufe, alowfe, on luffe, 
i.e. a, ON, A-!, LUFF, prob. after Du. te loef. 


alopecia zloupi‘Jia (med.) mangy baldness. 


XIV. — L. alópecia — Gr. alópekía, f. alopek-, 
-péx fox; so named from the resemblance 
to mange in foxes. 


aloud olaud with a loud voice. xiv (PPl., 


Ch.) f. A-l-F-Loup. (An earlier syn. was 
tahigh, opp. to talow.) 


Alp zlp (pl.) proper name of a mountain 


system in Switzerland, etc. xiv. = F. Alpes 
=- L. Alpes -- Gr. lbeis, variously ex- 
plained as (1) ‘white’ (snow-capped) and so 
rel. to ALBION, Ir. Alba Scotland, and (ii) 
‘high’ (cf. the Italic names of towns in high 
positions). So Alpiuel. xv. =- L. 


alpaca zlpz':ko Peruvian llama, its wool, 


fabric made from this. xvin. = Sp. alpaca 
(also paco) — Quichua alpako (also pako, 
pakollama), f. pako reddish-brown. 


alphabet æ'lfəbet letters used in a language. 


xv. -late L. alphabétum (Tertullian), f. 
Gr. dlpha-- béta, first two letters of the Gr. 
alphabet taken to repr. the whole, like aBc; 
cf. F. alphabet, It. alfabeto, etc. Hence 
alphabet-:c xvi, -1CAL xvi; cf. F. alpha- 
bétique, It. alfabetico, etc. a‘lphabetize xix. 


already 5lre:di by this or that time. xiv. 


orig. two words, ALL adv. and READY, used 
predic. ‘fully prepared’, passing into adv. 
(e.g. He is al redy heere ‘He is here just at 
hand’, Ch. ‘Clerk’s Tale’ 299, shows the 
possibility of transition). Cf. MLG. 


aloft old:ft on high. xir (Orm). ME. o 
loft(e) - ON. d lopt (of motion), á lopti (of 
position), 1.e. d in, on, to, A-!, lopt air, sky 
(rel. to OE. Llyft, OHG. luft, Goth. luftus 
air; cf. LOFT, LIFT). 


alone oslown by oneself, itself, themselves. 
xii. ME. al ane, al one, i.e. OE. all entirely 
(ALL), àna by oneself (f. àn oNE). In ME. 
sometimes written a lone (whence LONE); 
also with pron. inserted, as al him one he 
quite by himself. The pronunc. with oun 
is aS in ATONE and ONLY, as opp. to wan in 
ONE (cf. ONCE). 


along! oalo-n (dial.) along of belonging or 
owing to. OE. gelang (with preps. on, æt) 
depending, belonging = OS. gilang ready, 
OHG. gilang neighbouring; WGerm. f. 
*21- Y-+ *laņg-; cf. next and BELONG. 


along? o5lo:j through the length of OE.; 
lengthwise, in a line forward xIV ; in company 
with xvi (Sh.). OE. andlang, advb. use 
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al(ge)rede (where gerede corr. to OE. gerzede), 
whence OSw. alla or alt redho (Sw. allare- 
dan), Da. allerede. 


Alsatian zlser:[ion A. ccolfhound (also sb.), 
German sheepdog xx. f. AlsatiaElsasz, Alsace. 


alsike «-Isik the clover Trifoltum hybridum. 
XIX. f. Alsike name of a town near Uppsala, 
Sweden, its habitat. 


also 2o'sou in addition, besides. OE. 
alswa (ealswa) = OF ris. alsa, Du. alzoo thus, 
consequently, OHG. alsé even so, as (G. 
also therefore); i.e. ALL+S0, lit. ‘altogether 
or even so or thus’. See Asl. 


Altaic eltei-ik  Ugro-Finnish (group of 
languages) xix. -— F. altaique, f. Altai, 
a mountain range in Central Asia; see -IC. 
altar oltex table for sacrificial offering. 
OE. altar, alter, corr. to OF ris. altare, alter, 
OS., OHG., ON. altari, alteri; Germ. 
adoption of late L. altar, altáre, altárium 


ALTAZIMUTH 


for L. altária n. pl. burnt offerings, altar, 
prob. rel. to adolére burn in sacrifice, 
adoléscere burn (cf. olére smell, and opoUR). 
Forms repr. OF. auter appear XIII; finally 
the present form, infl. by L., was established 
xvi. @'The native OE. word was wéofod, 
wéobed, wigbéod ‘ido}l-table’; the alien word 
was applied spec. to the Christian altar. 


altazimuth zltz-zimAp (astron.) instrument 
for determining the altitude and azimuth. 
XIX (Airy). f. ALT|ITUDE +- AZIMUTH. 


alter ō'ltər make different, change. xiv 
(Ch.). —(O)F. altérer — late L. alterãre, f. 
alter other (orig. one of two), f. *al- (see 
ELSE)+compar. suffix *-tero- -THER. So 
altera‘TION. xiv. —(O)F. or late L. a'lter- 
ATIVE adj. and sb. (med.) xiv. - medL. 


altercation ditorkei-fan wordy strife. xiv 
(Ch.). -(O)F. altercation - L.  alterca- 
ti6(n-), f. altercdt-, -dre wrangle (whence 
a:ltercate xvi), f. *altercus, parallel forma- 
tion to alternus ; see next and -ATION. 


alternate 53lt3à:1inot occurring in turn. XVI. 
— L. alternátus, pp. of alternáre do things by 
turns, f. alternus, f. alter one or other of two, 
second (see ALTER). So alternate 5'ltoineit 
XVI ; cf. F. alterner; see -ATE? and ?. alter- 
na:TION. XV. ~F. or L. alte-rnaTIve. 
XVII. — medL. 


althzea zlpi: genus of plants. xvir. L. 
- Gr. althaíá marsh-mallow, f. dithein heal 
(base *al- grow, nourish, as in L. alere 
nourish). 


althing 5-l]pig general parliament of Iceland. 
XIX. Icel. alþing, ON. alþingi general 
assembly ; see ALL, THING. 


although 5lóow, (Sc.) 5lpo: even if. xiv. 
ME. ai bah, pa(u)s, bo(u)5, i.e. ALL adv., 
THOUGH; varying with 5ous3 al (xiv), which 
presumably descends from OE. péah . . eal 
(recorded once in ‘Beowulf’ 680); ME. al 
(5Xf, (5f al were similarly used ; for the use 
of al cf. ALBEIT. 

altitude æltitjüd height. xiv (Ch, in 
astron. sense). = L. altitūdō, f. altus high; 
see OLD, -TUDE. 


alto ztou highest male voice, counter- 
tenor. xvii. — It. alto high (sc. canto song) 
:- L.. altu-s high (cf. prec.) 


altogether oltoge:óor Tthbe whole together 
(now usu. all together); in every respect, 
entirely. xit. Early ME. al togedre, i.e. ALL 
(sb. the whole, adv. in every way), TOGETHER. 


altruism z'truizm devotion to the welfare 
of others. xix. - F. altruisme (A. Comte, 
1830), f. It. altrui somebody else, what is 
another's (cf. F. autrui) :- Rom. *alteri huic 
‘to this other’; prob. suggested by the legal 
use of F. l'autrui for le bien or le droit 
d'autrui the welfare or the rights of others. 
Hence a-Itruisr, altrursric. 


aludel z-ljudel sublimating vessel. xvi (alutel 
xIV). —F. aludel - Sp. =- Arab. al-'uthàl ‘the 
apparatus’ (pl. of athla utensil) ; see Ar.-?. 


AMANUENSIS 


alum z'lom astringent whitish mineral salt, 
used (e.g.) in dressing skins. xiv. = OF. 
alum (mod. alun) :- L. alümen, rel. to alüta 
tawed leather. 


aluminium zljümi:xniom (chem.) metallic 
element. xIx. Alteration (in imitation of 
potassium, sodium, etc.) of aluminum, Hum- 
phrey Davy’s modification (1812) of the 
form first suggested by him, viz. alumium 
(1808). Aluminum is parallel to alumina 
(xvii), modL. formation on the type of 
magnesia, botassa, soda, for the 'earth of 
alum’, aluminium oxide; f. L. alüZmin-, 
alimen ALUM, whence L. altimindsus (F. 
alumineux) the source of aluminous 
eljü"mines XVI. 


alumnus ola4:mnos pupil of a school, etc. 

xvii. L., f. alere nourish, bring up (cf. 
ALIMENT), with ending rel. to Gr. pp. suffix 
-ómenos. 


alveolus  zlvi:3los small cavity, tooth- 

socket, etc. XVIII. L., dim. of alveus cavity 
(cf. alvus belly, beehive, rel. to Gr. aulós 
long narrow channel, flute, aulón valley, 
canal, OSL. ulij, Lith. auls beehive). Hence 
alveolan  zlviólor, z-lviólor xvin. So 
alvine z'lvain pert. to the belly. xviir. 
- modL. alvinus, f. alvus ; see -1INE!. 


alway 5-lwei, (formerly) dlwei- all the time, 
every time. OE. alne weg, acc. of all ALL 
and weg way, prob. orig. denoting extent of 
space or distance, but at its first appearance 
already transf. to extent of time. Super- 
seded in ordinary prose by always 5-lweiz, 
5-lwiz, ME. ailes weis xiu (see -s), later 
alleweyes, alway(e)s. 


alyssum 2olrsom, z-lisom genus of cruci- 
ferous plants. xvr. modL., for L. alysson 
(Pliny) - Gr. dlusson. 


am sce BE. 


amadavat z:modove't; also avadavat. 
Indian song-bird, waxbill. xvi. f. name of 
the city of Ahmadabad (Gujerat, India), 
whence the birds were orig. brought; the 
place-name is found in Pg. as Amadava 
(xv1), in Du. as Amadabat (xvit), in Eng. as 
Amidavad (xvi). 


amadou z':modü German tinder prepared 
from fungus. xvii. - F. amadou — modPr. 
amadou lit. lover! (so called from its quick 
kindling) :- L. amátórem (see AMATEUR). 


amain omern (arch.) with main force; at 
full speed; exceedingly. xvi. f. A-! -F MAIN!, 
replacing earlier twith main. 


amalgam omelgom mixture of a metal 
with mercury XV; intimate mixture or com- 
bination XVI. — F. amalgame or medL. 
amalgama, prob. ult. f. Gr. mdlagma emolli- 
ent, f. maldssein soften, through some Arab. 
form with prefixed AL-?, So ama-lgamarze? 
xvii; Tama gam vb. xiv (Ch.). - medL. 
amalgamare. amalgamarTION. XVII; so F. 


amanuensis əmænjue'nsis clerk who 
writes from dictation. xvit. — L. dmanuensis 
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AMARANTH 


(Suetonius), f. à manü in servus d mani ‘slave 
at hand’, secretary ---énsis belonging to 
(cf. -ESE). (Cf. MANUAL.) 


amaranth z:morenp mythical fadeless 
flower; genus of ornamental plants with 


AMBO 


bactos (cf. W. amaeth husbandman, serf), 
prob. f. *amb- around--*ag- drive; see 
AMBI-, ACT, -OR!. Cf. EMBASSY. Hence 
amba:ssadress xvi; see -Ess!; forms in 
-drice, -trix, -trice occur in XVII. 


coloured foliage. xvii (earlier in L. form). | amber «az'mboz yellow fossil resin. xiv. 


— F. amarante or modL. amaranthus, altera- 
tion after names in -anthus (Gr. dnthos 
flower) of L. amarantus - Gr. amdrantos, 
f. a- A-t+maran-, stem of marainein to 
wither (f. base *mar- *mor-; see MORTAL). 
So amaranthine emeare-npain. XVII (ama- 
rantin Milton). - modL.; see -INE!. 


amaryllis æmoəri'lis genus of bulbous 
plants. xvir. modL. (Linnzus) use of L. 
Amaryllis, Gr. Amarullis typical name for 
a pretty country girl in Theocritus, Virgil, 
and Ovid. 

amass əmæ's collect in a mass, heap up. 


XV. —(O)F. amasser :- Rom. *admassáre, f. 
L. ad AD--++massa MASS?. 


ME. aumber - (O)F. ambre — Pr., It. am- 
bra, Sp. ambar, medL. ambar(e), ambrum 
- Arab. 'anbar (orig. AMBERGRIs, (later) 
amber. In ME., OF. Pambre, with def. 
art. prefixed, was adopted as ftlamber (xtv). 


ambergris, -grease z:mbegris wax-like 


ashy-coloured substance. xv. — (O)F. ambre 
gris ‘grey amber’; this is the orig. sense of 
amber, which was later used by some con- 
fusion for the yellow resin; this latter being 
afterwards distinguished in F. as ambre 
jaune yellow amber, ambergris received its 
distinctive designation of ‘grey’. Various 
early sp. show assim. to grease. (Milton 
has gris-amber.) 


amateur az'motjuor, -tjuori, &:motài one ambi- zmbi L. ambi-, comb. form of ambó 


who is fond of; one who is not a specialist 
or professional. xvi. — F. — It amatore 
— L. amátórem, nom. -àátor, f. amüre, love. 


amatory zmotori pert. to love-making. 
XVI. — L. amátórius, f. amátor lover, f. 
amát-, pp. stem of amáre love; see -ORY. 
So amativE disposed to loving. XVII. 
- medL. 


amaurosis zcmorowsis (med.)loss of sight. 
xvi. modL. — Gr. amaiirósis, f£. amauroün 
darken, f. amaurós dark, dim. 


amaze omeiz tstun, bewilder OE. ; over- 
whelm with wonder xvi. OE. dmasian, 


both — Gr. dmpho, corr., with variation of 
initial syll., to OSI. oba, Lith. aba, Skr. 
ubhau, the second el. being repr. also in 
BOTH. 


ambidexter z:mbidekstoz able to use both 


hands equally. xvi. —late L. ambidexter, f. 
ambi- on both sides (see prec.) + dexter right- 
handed (cf. DEXTEROUS). (In xvir often 
ambo-, after L. ambé both.) So ambide-x- 
trous. XVII. 


ambient «:mbisnt moving or lying round. 


xvi. — F. ambiant or L. ambient-, -éns, prp. 
of ambire go round, f. amb-, AMBI- d- ire go; 
see -ENT. Cf. ITINERANT. 


pp. amasod, whence ME. amased; not fre- | ambiguous zmbi:gjuos of double meaning. 


quent till xvi; f. A-?-- base *mas-, perh. 
as in Norw., Da. mase be busy or active 
(Norw. dial. masast lose consciousness), Sw. 
masa warm, refl. bask. Aphetic MAZE. 


Amazon z:mozon one of a race of female 


XVI. f. L. ambiguus shifting, doubtful (whence 
F. ambigu), f. ambigere go round, wander 
about, argue, f.. amb- both ways+agere 
drive; see AMBI-, ACT, -UOUS. So ambigu- 
ITY -jü'íti. xv. — (O)F. or L. 


warriors. xIv. — L. Amazon — Gr. Amazon, | ambit zx mbit circuit, precincts, bounds. 


-ónos, expl. by the Greeks as meaning 
‘breastless’ (as if f. a- A-*-d-mazós breast), 
but prob. of foreign origin. Hence Ama- 


XVI. = L. ambitus circuit, compass, f. ambire 
(see AMBIENT). 


ZOnIAN zemozou:nion. xvI. f. L. amazonius. | ambition embi'fen ardent desire to attain 


ambassador æmbæ'sədər official messen- 
ger of a sovereign or state. XIV. ME. am- 
bass(i)atour, embassatour, -dour, later with 
different combinations of the vars. of the ini- 
tial and final sylls. (am-, em-, im-, and -tour, 
tor, -dour, -dor) and alternations between -ss-, 
«$-, -X- followed by a, e, or i; the present 
sp. ambassador, U.S. embassador, date from 
XVI. orig. — various Rom. forms, (O)F. 
ambassadeur, tambaxateur, Pr. ambaissador 
~ It. ambasciator, Sp. ambajador; all ult. 
resting on Rom. *ambactiütórem (-or), f. 
*ambactiare go on a mission, f. medL. 
ambactia, ambaxia (Salic and Burgundian 
Laws), f. Germ. *ambaxtaz (Goth. andbahts, 


distinction or success. XIV. — (O)F. ambition 
-—L. ambitid(n-) going round to canvass 
citizens for votes, excessive desire to please, 
adulation, desire for honour or power, 
ostentation, f. ambit-, ambire go round (cf. 
AMBIENT, AMBIT); see -ITION. So ambti-- 
tious. xiv. -(O)F. or L. 


amble z:mbl sb. and vb. denoting distinc- 


tive pace of a horse. xiv. - (O)F. amble sb. 
and its source ambler vb. —- Pr. amblar (it. 
ambiare, Rum. umbla) :—- L. ambuldre (pop. 
word) walk, f. amb- AMBI-+ base *el- go, 
repr. also in L. ex|{ul EXILE, allacer (see 
ALACRITY), W. el that he may go; cf. 
PERAMBULATE. 


OE. ambeht servant, messenger, OHG. | ambo æ'mbov. pulpit, reading-desk. xvir. 


ambaht, G. amt) - L. ambactus servant, vassal 
(Ennius, Cesar) a Gaulish word, *am- 
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- medL. ambó(n-) - Gr. dmbón ridge, rim, 
(medGr.) pulpit (Paulus Silentiarius v1). 


AMBROSIA 





ambrosia zmbrou’zis, -3iə (Gr. myth.) 
fabled food of the gods, xvi. — L. ambrosia 
- Gr. ambrosia immortality, elixir of life, f. 
dmbrotos immortal, f. a- a-'+ *mbrotds 
(brotós) MORTAL. So ambro:srAL immortal, 
divine. xvi. f. L. ambrosius —- Gr. ambrósios. 


ambs-ace, ames-ace  z'mzeis, ei*mzeis 
double ace (the lowest throw at dice). XIII. 
—- OF. ambes as:- L. ambo both, as ACE; 
See AMBI-, ACE. 


ambulance zmbjülens moving hospital 
accompanying an army; vehicle to convey 
injured. xix. — F. ambulance (1796), replac- 
ing hôpital ambulant (1762) ‘walking hos- 
pital’, earlier hôpital ambulatoire (1637); 
F. ambulant - prp. of L. ambuláre walk ; see 
AMBLE, -ANCE, -ANT. 


ambulatory  z'mbjülotori pert. to or 
adapted for walking; sb. a place (covered 
way) to walk in. xvii. — L. ambuldtorius (in 
medL. ambuldtérium as sb.), f. ambulàt-, 
ambuláre walk ; see AMBLE, -ORY. 


ambuscade embaskei-d ambush. xvi. 
~ F. embuscade — It. imboscata or Sp. em- 
boscada, Pg. embuscada, pp. deriv. of im- 
boscare, etc. ; in XVI-XVIII also tambuscado; 
see AMBUSH, -ADE, -ADO. 


ambush æ'mbuf dispose troops, etc. so as 
to take an enemy by surprise. xiv. = OF. 
embuschter = It. imboscare, Sp. embuscar :- 
Rom. *imbosc@re lit. ‘put in a wood’, f. in 
IM-!-+ *boscus wood, BUSH. So a:mbush 
sb. xv. - OF. embusche, f. the vb. Earlier 
a:mbushweNT. xiv. =- OF. embuschement. 


ameer, amir $mio'1, :mior1 ruler of Scinde 
and Afghanistan. XxIx. - (through Pers. 
and Urdu) Arab. amr commander, f. amara 
tell, command. Formerly used for EMIR. 


amelcorn æ'məlkõın the larger spelt, 
French rice. xvi. —- Du., G. amelkorn, f. L. 
amylum (—- Gr. ámulon) starch 4- korn CORN. 


ameliorate  omilioreit improve. XVIII. 
Alteration of earlier MELIORATE after F. 
améliorer, refash. after L. melior of OF. 


ameillorer, f. a- AD-4- meillorer, f£. meilleur 
better. 


amen eimen, àme'n. XI. —ecclL. dmén 
— Gr. dmén — Heb. dmén certainty, truth, f. 
aman strengthen, confirm; used advb. as 
in affirmation or ratification of what is said 
by another, ‘certainly’, ‘verily’, and taken 
into Christian liturgical use from the Bible 
(cf. Deut. xxvii 15-26, 1 Kings i 36) asa 
conclusion to prayers or confessions of 


faith, 


amenable oemi-nabl liable to be brought 
before any jurisdiction; answerable or 
responsive (to). xvi. Earliest form ames- 
nable, presumably - legal AN. *ame(s)nable, 
f. (OYF. amener bring to, f. a- AD---mener 
bring, lead :- (pop.) L. mindre drive (ani- 
mals), for L. mindri threaten, f. ming threats ; 
see MENACE, -ABLE. 
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amiable ei'miəbl 


AMICE 





amendəme'nd t{mend(clothes) x11 SOE: J 


correct, reform, improve. XIII. —(O)F 
amender — Pr., Cat. amendar, It. ammendare 
+= Rom. *admendäre, alteration by prefix- 
substitution of émenddre EMEND. Aphetic 
MEND. So ame'ndmeENT. xim (RGlouc.). 
— OE. amendement. ame-nds compensation 
for loss, etc. x111 (Cursor M.). - OF. amen- 
des pecuniary fine, penalties, pl. of amende 
reparation, f. amender. 


amenity omi niti, -en- pleasantness. XIV. 


—- (O)F. aménité or L. amanitàs, f. amanus 
pleasant, rel. to amdre love. 


amerce omó'is impose a fine on. XIV. ME. 


amercy — AN. amercier, orig. in estre amercié 
be placed at the mercy of another (as to the 
amount of a fine), f. phr. à merci at (the) 
MERCY. So ame:rceMENT. XIV. =~ AN. 
amerciment. ame:rciament. xv. — medL. 
amerciàmentum, £f. amerciáre, latinization of 
AN. amercier. 


American əme'rikən pert. to America. XVI. 


-modL. Americdnus, f. America, which 
appears first, as an alternative suggestion to 
Amerige, in ‘Cosmographiae Introductio ... 
Insuper quattuor Americi Vespucii nauiga- 
tiones’, 1507; f. L. form, Americus Vespu- 
tius, of the name of the It. navigator 
Amerigo Vespucci (xv); see -AN. Hence 
Americanism, Ame'ricanizE XVIII. 
A:merind, AmerrNDIAN XIX. 


ames-ace var. of AMBS-ACE. 
amethyst æ'miþist precious stone. XIII. 


ME. amatist(e), ametist- OF. amatiste, 
ametiste — L. amethystus = Gr. améthustos, 
sb. use (sc. Jíthos stone) of adj. f. a- A-*4- 
*méthustos, f. methúskein intoxicate, f. méthu 
wine, MEAD!; the stone was so named 
because it was supposed to prevent intoxica- 
tion. In xvi the sp. was remodelled with 
-th- after later F. and L. So amethy'stine. 
xvir. — L. - Gr. ; see -INE!. 


friendly (now only of 
temper, etc.) xiv; lovable xiv; likeable 
xvi. —(O)F. amiable :- L. amicábilem, -is 
friendly, AMICABLE. Later infl. in sense by 
F. aimable lovable, likeable (OF. amable) :- 
L. amdbilem, f. amare love; see -BLE. Hence 
amiaBl'Liry xIx. (‘It is quite painful to 
look at such terms as womanized, amiability 
.., ‘Edinburgh Review’, 1807, p. 439.) 


amianthus zmize'npos variety of asbestos. 


XVII. — L. amiantus — Gr. amíantos, f. a- A-* 
--miaínein defile; so called because it is 
freed from all stains by being thrown into 
fire. For the sp. with th cf. AMARANTH. 
(Earlier tamiant - F. amiante.) 


amicable z:mikabl friendly. xv. — late L. 
- amicabilis, f£. L. amicus friend (rel. to amare 


love); see -ABLE, AMIABLE. 


amice z‘mis (ecci.) linen vestment cover- 


ing neck and shoulders. xv (xiv in Wycl. 
Bible tr. Vulg. amictus). Earlier amis, ames(s) 
- medL. amicia, -isia, of obscure formation; 
superseding the var. tamtt (xiv) - OF. amit 


AMID 


AMOUNT 





(mod. amict) :— L. amictu-s outer garment, 
cloak, sb. use of pp. of amicire wrap round, 
f. am-, shortd. form of ambi-, amb--+ *-ic- 
throw (cf. INJECT). Formally not distinct 
from the word denoting the tippet or hood, 
usually furred, worn in choir (xv amisse of 
gris) - OF. aumusse, corr. to Pr. almussa, 
Sp. almucio (cf. MozzETTA) - medL. al- 
mücia, -ium, which has the appearance of a 
formation with Arab. AL-? (but no such 
Arab. form is known). 'The latter word is 
now often dist. as almuce æ'lmjūs with 
assim. to medL. 


amid amid inthe middle or midst of. OE. 
on middum, on middan, on midre, i.e. ON (in) 
with obl. case of MID in concord with a sb. 
ME. amidde (x111) was later extended with 
-8 to amiddes, whence ami-dst (xvi), by 
addition of parasitic f, as in against. 


amide æ'maid (chem.) xIx. f. AM|MONIA + 
-IDE. The present application, dating from 
1863, differs from the original. So amine 
æmain 1863; see -INE®, Cf. VITAMIN. 


amir see AMEER. 


amidships əmi'dfips in the middle of the 
ship. Xvir. Alteration, by assoc. with AMID, 
of midships (xvii), prob. of LG. origin (Du. 
midscheeps, f. mid MID, scheeps, g. of schip 
SHIP; cf. G. mittschiffs). 


amiss omi‘s erroneously, badly. xu. ME. 

a mis, on mis, prob. = ON. dá mis, so as to 
miss or not to meet, i.e. á ON, A-!, mis, 
identical in form with the prefix mis- mis-1 
and rel. to missa, missir loss, missa lose, 
MISS!, Hence adj. 


amity æ'miti friendliness. xv. —(O)F. 
amitié = Pr., Cat. amistat, It. amistad, Pg. 
amizade :- Rom. *amicitütem, -tàs, f. ami- 
cus friend ; see AMICABLE, -ITY. 


ammonia  omounio nitrogen hydride 
XVIII ; aqueous solution of this XIx. -- modL. 
ammonia (Bergman, 1782), so named as 
being obtained from sal ammoniac, L. sal 
ammoóniacus. Soammo:niac. xiv. Earliest 
form armoniak -medL. armoniacus, -um, 
alteration of ammoniacus, -um = Gr. am- 
móniakós, -kón, applied as sb. to a salt and a 
gum obtained from a region in Libya near 
the temple of Jupiter Ammon (Ammén, Gr. 
form of the name of the Egyptian deity 
Amin). Also ammoniacaL eménai-skol 
XVIII. ammonium omouniom radical of 
salts of ammonia. xix. — modL. ammónium 
(Berzelius, 1808), f. AMMONIA; see -IUM. 


ammonite z'monait fossil genus of cepha- 
lopods. xvin. - modL. ammoónités (Bru- 
guiére), f. medL. name cornu Ammonis 
‘horn of Ammon’ given to these fossils from 
their resemblance to the involuted horn of 
Jupiter Ammon; see prec. and -ITE. 


ammunition zmjuni:fen military supplies, 
formerly gen., now only of offensive missiles. 
xvir. Earliest forms amunition, am(m)oni- 
tioune — F. T am(m)unition, resulting from a 


wrong analysis of la munition the supplies 
(see MUNITION) as l’amunition. 


amnesia zmni'sio, -zio (path.) loss of 
memory. XIX. — modL. - Gr. amnésíid, f. a- 
A-*-- *;né- (base *men- *mon- ; see MIND). 


amnesty z'mnisti act of oblivion, authorita- 
tive pardon of offences. xvi. — F. amnestie 
or L. amnéstia - Gr. amnéstid oblivion, f. 
ámnéstos not remembering, f. a- A-*- *mné-; 
see prec. and -v?. 

amnion z':mnion (anat.) caul. xvii. - modL. 
— Gr. amníon, dim. of amnós lamb. 


amcoeba omrbo (zool.) microscopic animal- 
cule of the class Protozoa, the shape of which 
is perpetually changing. xix. - modL. 
— Gr. amoibé change, alternation. 

amocebzan emibi-en alternately answering. 
XVII. f. late L. amebxeus - Gr. amoibaios 
interchanging, f. amoibé; see prec. and -AN. 


among oma‘n in the midst of. OE. onge- 

mang, -mong, 1.e. ON, gemang mingling, 
assemblage, crowd (cf. gemengan MINGLE), 
prop. a phr. used as a prep. with dative ; later 
onmang, -mong, whence amang, among ; cíf. 
A-1, The simple OE. gemang was also used 
as a prep., later TZmong, aphetic mong, 
which was freq. spelt ’mong as if for among. 
Extended with advb. -s to amonges XIII, 
whence amongest, amongst (XVI); cf. 
AMIDST, AGAINST. 


Amontillado oamontilii-dou variety of 
sherry. xIx. Sp., f. Montilla town in Spain, 
after afrancescado Frenchified, etc. 


amoral zmo:rol, eimo:rol non-moral. xix 
(R. Stevenson). f. A-*-- MORAL. 


amorce əmö'ıs cap for a toy pistol. xx. 
—(O)F. amorce, orig. amorse, sb. use of 
fem. pp. of Tamordre bite on, attract, f. a- 
AD--+ mordre (cf. MORDANT). 


amorous az'moros inclined to love; en- 
amoured. xiv. — OF. amorous (mod. amou- 
reux) - medL. amoórósus, f. amor love ;see-OUs. 


amorphous omd-ifas shapeless. xvi. f. 
modL. amorphus — Gr. dmorphos, f. a- a-4+ 
morphé shape (cf. MORPHIA); see -OUS, 


amort əmō'ıt (arch.) lifeless, spiritless. 
XVI. orig. all amort — (with assim. to ALL) 
F. à la mort to the death ; the unqualified 
amort (XVII) has the appearance of being 
- F. à mort. 


amortize amd-itiz (leg.) alienate in mort- 
main XIV; extinguish (a debt) xix. f. 
amortiss-, lengthd. stem of (O)F. amortir = 
Pr. amortir, It. ammortire 3- Rom. *admor- 
tire, f. ad AD---mort-, mors death (see 
MORTAL); the sp. with -ize is due to medL. 
admortizáre, which is formed on the Rom. 
forms with -izdre -1ZE. Hence amortiza:- 
TION. XVII; in medL. admortizátio. 


amount omaunt Tgo up, ascend; rise to a 
certain level. x111. — OF. amunter, amo(u)nter, 
f. amont upward, i.e. à moni :- L., ad montem 
to the hill, upward; see MOUNT? and cf. 
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AMOUR 


PARAMOUNT. Hence amount sb. XVIII. 


amour omuo flove xur; (illicit) love- 
affair xvI (pl., Barbour). - (O)F. amour :- 
L. amórem, nom. amor love, rel. to amáre vb. 
love. The F. word was reintroduced in Xvi, 
when the early anglicized amour had become 
obs. or was replaced (temporarily) by the L. 
form amor (xvi—xvu). Cf. PARAMOUR. 

ampère æmpeə4 unit of electric current, XIX. 
f. name of André Marie Ampère, French 
physicist (d. 1836); adopted by the Congrès 
Electrique at Paris, 1881. abbrev. amp. 

ampersand empoise:nd xrx. For and per 
se and, name of the character & as it appears 
at the end of the alphabet in a primer or 
hornbook; ‘and (standing) by itself, and’; 
see PER. Current dial. in many var. forms, 
e.g. ampussy (and), ampusand, amsiam. (‘Of 
all the types in a printer’s hand Commend 
me to the Amperzand’, Punch,17 April 1869.) 


amphi- e-mfi repr. Gr. amphi-, prefix used in 
the senses of dmphd BOTH, of both kinds, and 
amphi on both sides (of.) 


amphibium zmfi'biom creature that lives 
in water or on land. xvi. modL. (sc. animal) 
- Gr. amphibion (sc. z6ion), sb. use of n. of 
adj. amphibios (bios life; see Quick); pl. 
Amphi bia division of animals variously 
defined since Linnzus xvi1I. So amphi-- 
DIAN, -IOUS XVII. 


amphibole æ'mfiboul Tambiguity XVII; 
(min.) hornblende, so named by Haüy, 1801, 
on account of the protean variety of its 
composition. = F, = L. -bolum —- Gr. -bolon 
(ballein throw). amphibo-Locy amphiboly. 
xiv (Ch.). -—(O)F.-late L. (-bologia, for 
L.-bolia, whence amphi-boly xvi). 

a‘mphibrach -bræk metrical foot v-v. 
XVI. = L. -ys, -us ‘short at both ends’ — Gr. 
amphibrakhus (cf. BRACHY-). 

amphimacer zmfi‘maso: (pros.) metrical 
foot —«—. xvi. - L. amphimacrus — Gr. 
amphímakros (sc. poás foot) long at both 
ends (makrós long; cf. MAGNITUDE). 


amphisbzena :mfisbrno fabled serpent 
with a head at each end. xvi. L.- Gr. 
amphisbaina, f. amphis at both ends, AMPHI- 
+-base of bainein go (cf. COME). 


amphitheatre z'mfipiotor oval or circular 
building built round an arena xiv. -L. 
amphithedtrum -Gr. amphithédtron; see 
AMPHI-, THEATRE. So F. amphithéâtre. 


amphora æ'mfərə two-handled vessel; 
liquid measure xvit (cited earlier as L.; and 
anglicized tamfor, tamfer, or ~ F. amphore). 
L. — Gr. amphoretis, for *amphiphoreis lit. 
‘borne on both sides’, f. amphi- AMPHI- +- 
*phor- *pher- BEAR?, 

ample «mpl spacious, copious, quite 
enough. xv. —- (O)F. ample — L. amplus. So 
ampli4:TION enlargement xvi. a:mplirv 
xv. a-mplifica:TiON. xvi; (rhet.) tr. Gr. 
avéqyas. asmpliruDE. ampLy* z-mpli. xv1. 

ampulla ampulo vessel for holy oil, etc. 
XVI (earlier ampul(le) xi1 - (O)F.). L., two- 


[33] 


ANA 


handled big-bellied flask or pot, dim. of 
ampora, vat. of AMPHORA. 


amputate æ'mpjuteit lop or cut off. xvii. 
f. pp. stem of L. amputdre, f. am- for amb- 
around, AMBI--+ putdre prune, lop ; see -ATE?, 
So amputa‘TION. XVII. — F. or L. 


amuck, amok əma'k in frenzied thirst for 
blood; also fig. xvir. — Malay d@mog fighting 
furiously, in homicidal frenzy. Appears 
first in xvi in forms (pl. amochy, amocchi, 
amouchi) repr. Pg. amouco, amuco, in the 
sense of ‘frenzied Malay’; otherwise chiefly 
in phr. run amuck, also (wrongly divided) 
a muck, whence the treatment of muck as a 
sb., e.g. ‘to run an Indian muck’ (Dryden). 


amulet z'mjülét object worn as a charm. 
XVII. — F. amulette — L. amulétum (Varro); 
a proposed Arabic origin 1s unsupported. 

amuse omjü'z Tbeguile, delude xv; Tdis- 
tract, bewilder; divert with entertaining 
matter XVII. —- (O)F. amuser tdeceive, enter- 
tain, f. à AD- + muser MUSE! (which is earlier) ; 
recorded only occas. before 1600 (not in 
Sh.) amuseMENT. xvii -F. 


amygdaloid somi-gdaloid almond-shaped ; 
rock containing almond-shaped nodules. 
XVII. f. Gr. amugddlé ALMOND c -OID. 


amyl- ze:mil (chem.) f. L. am|ylum starch 
(- Gr. dmulon) i -YL. 


an! on, (emph.) en reduced form of OE. dn 
ONE, due to loss of stress; now a var. of a! 
retained before vowel sounds and before 
unstressed syllables having initial (h) (e.g. 
an histo:rical) and occas. before (j), as an 
unique, and arch. in such an one. 


an? on reduced form of AND, recorded from 
xii and in colloq. use since then. For for 
sense ‘if’ (XIII) see AND. 


an-! on assim. form of AD- before 7; cf. Ac-. 


an-? on, zn repr. Gr. privative an- not, 
without, lacking, orig. form of A-* retained 
before vowels, as in words taken from Gr., 
e.g. anarchy, anonymous, and hence in mod. 
technical terms, e.g. analgesic, anallagmatic, 
analphabetic, anharmonic, anhydrous, aniso- 
merous. 


ean on repr. L. -dnus, -dna, -duum of or 
belonging to, as in urbdnus URBAN, f. urbs 
city, szlovánus SILVAN, f. silva wood. 'T'he F. 
form -ain, -aine was at first retained in some 
adoptions, but was later superseded by -an. 
In german, germane, human, humane, urban, 
urbane, there is differentiation of meaning 
by the use of different forms of the suffix. 
See also -EAN, -IAN. 


ana! æ'nə XIV. medL. —- Gr. aná ANA-, used 
in recipes for ‘of each, of every one alike’. 


ana? ei:no, à-no collection of miscellaneous 
writings or sayings of or concerning a per- 
son. XVIII. A detached use (prob. after F.) 
of L. -dna, n. pl. of -dnus -an, used in titles of 
such collections, more usu. in -iana, e.g. 
‘Scaligeriana, sive excerpta ex ore Josephi 


Scaligeri! (1666). 


ANA- 


ANARCHY 





ana- æ'nə, ənæ', before a vowel an- æn, 
en repr. Gr. and up (in place or time), back, 
again, anew (see ON), as in Anabaptist, 
analysis, anatomy. 

Anabaptist ænəbæ'ptist one who re- 


- medL. anagógicus - Gr. anagdgikés, f. 
anagégé (religious or ecstatic) elevation, 
mystical sense, f. andgein lift up, elevate, f. 
an- ANA--+-dgein lead (cf. ACT); see -1c. So 
anago-gicaL. xvi (Tindale). 


baptizes (German sect); Baptist xvi. — F. | anagram e:nogrem transposition of the 


anabaptiste or modL. anabaptista, f. ecclL. 
anabaptismus (Augustine), ecclGr. anabáp- 
tisma, f. anabaptizáre, anabaptízein; see 
ANA-, BAPTIZE, -IST. 
anabasis onz'bosis military advance (spec. 


letters of a word or phrase to make a new 
one. XVI. — F. anagramme — modL. ana- 
gramma, f. Gr. and ANA- 4- grámma letter (see 
GRAMMAR), after anagrammatízein transpose 
letters. 


that of Cyrus the Younger into Asia, related | anal ei:nal see ANUS. 
by Xenophon). xvin. - Gr. andbasis ascent, | analects z'nolekts literary gleanings. XVII. 


f. anabaínein walk up ; see ANA-, BASIS. 


anachronism onz‘kranizm chronological 
error or discrepancy. XVIIL. = F. anachro- 


- L. analecta - Gr. andlekta (n. pl.) things 
gathered up, f. analégein, f. and up, ANA-+- 
légein gather (cf. COLLECT). 


nisme or Gr. anakhronismós, f£. anakhroni- analogue z:nolog analogous word, thing, 


zesthai refer to a wrong time, f. and back 4- 
khrónos time; see ANA-, CHRONIC, -ISM. 
anacoluthon znokóllü'pon lack of gram- 
matical sequence. XVIII., — late L. — Gr. ana- 
kólouthon, n. sg. of adj. ‘lacking sequence’, 
f. AN-?-- akólouthos following (cf. ACOLY'TE). 


etc. xix. — F. analogue — Gr. andlogon (used 
in Eng. somewhat earlier), sb. use of n.sg. 
of análogos (f. and-|- lógos ratio, proportion), 
whence, through L. analogus, analogous 
ong'logos similar, parallel. xvii. See ANA-, 
LOGIC, 


boa. xvi. First applied to an alleged large 
snake of Ceylon, app. as an (unexpl.) altera- 
tion of anacandaia (Ray 1693), which is 
for Sinhalese henacanddya ‘lighting-stem’, 
whip-snake; by some blunder transf. by 
Daudin to the aquatic boa Eunectes murinus 
(Boa anacondo). 

anacreontic onzkrio:ntik resembling the 
poems of the Greek lyric poet Anacreon (VI 
B.C.); also sb. xvir (Cowley). - late L. ana- 
creonticus, £f. Gr. Anacreont-, Anacréón; 
see -IC. 

anacrusis znokrü:sis (pros.) introductory 
syllable(s) at the beginning of a line. xix. 
- modL. - Gr. anákrousis prelude, f. ana- 
krotein, f. and up, ANA- 4- krouerin strike. 

anadem a:nodem wreath. xvii (Drayton). 
- L. anadéma — Gr. anádéma head-band, f. 
anadeín, f. and up, ANA- + dein bind (cf. 
DIADEM). 

anadromous ənæ'drəməs (zool.) ascend- 
ing rivers to spawn. XVIII. f. Gr. anddromos, 
f. aná up, ANA--drom-, as in drómos course 
(drameîn, corr. to Skr. drámati run); see -ous. 


larity, parallelism xvu. —(O)F. analogie or 
L. analogia — Gr. analogid equality of ratios, 
proportion (orig. math.), f. andlogos ANA- 
Locovus. So analogic enoalo-dgik XVII, 
analo:gicaL xvi. f. F. analogique or L. 
analogicus — Gr. analogikós. 


analyse z'nolaiz ‘dissect; ascertain the 


elements of; examine minutely. xvir. First 
recorded in the title ‘The Phoenix Analysde’ 
(1601), by B. Jonson: perh. orig. f. tanalyse, 
Tanalise (xvr-xvin), anglicized form of 
ANALYSIS, and later infl. by F. analyser. 
Early forms such as analize, analyze show 
assimn. to verbs in -IZE; the second of these 
forms prevails in U.S. So analyst z'nolist. 
xvi. - F. analyste, f. analyser, by assocn. 
with pairs in -iser, -iste (-IZE, -IST). analysis 
ane lisis resolution into elements. XVI. 
— medL. analysis - Gr. andlusis, f. analiein 
unloose, undo, f. and up, back, aNaA--+ lien 
LOOSE. analytic cenolitik. xvi. - late L. 
analyticus - Gr. analutikés, f. analiein; 
earliest use as sb. pl. (title of Aristotle’s 
treatise on logic). Also analy:tiCAL. XVI. 


anzmia onrmio morbid lack of blood. | ananas  onà:nés pine-apple, Ananassa 


xix. - modL. - Gr. anaimíà, f. an- A-*4- 
haima blood (cf. Ha&MATO-). Hence 
anz'mic. XIX. 


anzsthesia znispizio loss of feeling or 


sativa. XVI. ~F. or Sp. ananas, anana 
— Guarani andnd fruit of the tree, under 
which name it was first described by André 
'Thevenet in 1555. 


sensation. XIX. — modL. — Gr. anaisthésía, | anapzst z'nopist (pros.) the foot ev —. 


f. an- A-*-raísthésis sensation, f. base, of 
aisthánesthai feel, perceive, rel. to aiein 
hear, L. audire (see AUDIENCE). So anzs- 
thetic -petik. xix. f. Gr. amaisthetós 
insensible (cf. ASTHETIC). Both introduced 
by Oliver Wendell Holmes in 1846. Hence 
anesthetist, -IZE zni‘spitist, -aiz. XIX. 
anaglyph ez:‘noglif embossed ornament. 
xvm. ~ Gr. anagluphé work in low relief, f. 
and ANA--+gluphein carve (cf. CLEFT). 
anagogic znogo'd3ik mystical. xiv (Wycl. 
Bible; rare before xvi1) (of biblical exegesis). 
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xvir (earlier in L. form). — L. anapæstus 
— Gr. andpaistos reversed, lit. ‘struck back’ 
(sc. pots foot), f. and ANA-+paiein strike ; 
so called because it is the dactyl (- v —) 
reversed. So anapae'stic. xvrr. -late L. - Gr. 


anaphora ənæ'fərə (rhet.) repetition XVI; 


(liturg.) Eucharistic canon xvul.— L. - Gr. 
anaphord carrying back, repetition (Longi- 
nus), offering (LXX), f. anaphérein carry up 
or back, f. and ANA--+pherein BEAR’. 
anarchy z‘ndiki absence of government. 
XVI. -medL. anarchia - Gr. anarkhia, f. 


ANARTHROUS 


ANCIENT 





dnarkhos without a chief or head, f. an- 
A-*+-arkhds leader (cf. ARCH-); so (O)F. 
anarchie. Fence anarchic xvii, -ICAL 
XVI; cf. F. anarchique. anarch e:naik 
leader of revolt. xvir (Milton). -= Gr. 
ánarkhos. a:narchisM, -!IST. XVII; in more 
recent use dependent on F. anarchisme, -iste. 


anarthrous zni‘ipres (gram.) used with- 
out the article. xix. f. Gr. an- A-5-- drthron 
joint, definite article (see ARM!) 4- -Ous. 


anastatic znoste'tik printed from plates 
in relief. xix. f. Gr. andstatos, ppl. forma- 
tion on anasta-, anistánai set up, f. and up, 
ANA--l- *sta- (cf. STAND, STATIC). 


anastomosis ənæstömou'sis cross con- 
nexion of arteries, etc. xvI. modL. = Gr. 
anastómósis, f. anasiomoán furnish with a 
mouth or outlet, f. and ANA- -+ stóma mouth 
(cf. STOMACH); see -OSIS. 


anathema ənæ'þimə 
thing. xvi. -ecclL. anathema excom- 
municated person, sentence of excom- 
munication = Gr. andthema thing offered 
or devoted, (later spec.) thing devoted to 
evil, accursed thing (see Rom. ix 3); orig. 
var. of andthéma offering, f. anathe-, ana- 


curse; accursed 


tithénai set up, f. and up, ANA--+ tithénat 


place (see Do!) So ana-thematizr. xvi. 
- F. - ecclL. - Gr. 


anatomy onz':tomi dissection of the body; 
science of organic structure; Tskeleton. xiv 
(in early use often anath-, anoth-). — F. 
anatomie — late L. anatomia — Gr. anatomíá, 
f. and up, ANA-+*tom- cut (cf. -TOMY). 
Through identification of an- with the 
indef. art. Al, AN', aphetic forms natomy, 
atomy, otamy came into use, esp. in the 
sense ‘skeleton’; e.g. “Thou atomy, thou!’ 
(Sh. ‘2 Hen. IV’ v iv 33), ‘withered atomies 
of teaspoons’ (Dickens). So ana-tomiIsT. 
xvi. - F. -ste or medL. *anatomista, f. 
*anatomizare, whence ana‘tomilZE. XVI. 


anbury, ambury az'n-, z'mbori tumour 
in cattle ; disease of turnips, etc. XVI. perh. 
f. ang- in OE. angnagl AGNAIL, angseta 
carbuncle, pimple+ BERRY in the sense of 
red mark or pustule; cf. Sc. tangilberry 
(xvi), north. dial. angleberry. 


-ance ons suffix repr. F. -ance :— L. -antia, 
f. -ant- -ANT-+-1a -y*, Through such pairs 
as appear, appearance, it became to some 
extent a living suffix and was appended to 
vbs. of non-Rom. origin, e.g. forbear, for- 
bearance, hinder, hindrance, rid, riddance, 
utter, utterance. Cf. -ANCY. 


ancestor æ'nsistər, -ses- forefather. XIII. 
Early forms are of three types: (i) auncetre, 
surviving XVII in latinized sp. auncttor; 
(ii) ancestre, antecedent of the present form 
through ancestour, by assim. to -tour, -TOR; 
(iii) ancessour (rare). — OF. ancestre (mod. 
ancêtre) orig. nom.:- L. antecéssor, and 
OF. ances(s)our acc. :- L. antecéssorem pre- 
decessor (cf. Pr. ancestre, ancessor), f. ante- 
cédere precede, f. ante before + cédere go 
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ancient? ei:nJont. 


(cf. cEbE). MF. antécesseur was also repr. 
by antecessor. (xv—ix). So ancestry 
descent, line of ancestors. xiv. Modifica- 
tion, after ancestre, of OF. ancesserie, f. 
ancessour ; see -y?, -RY. 


anchor! z:pkor appliance for mooring a 


vessel to the bottom. OE. ancor, -er, ancra 
- L. ancora= Gr. dghküra (see ANGLE?). 
The L. word was adopted early in the LG. 
area, hence it passed eastwards and north- 
wards; cf. OFris., (M)LG., (M)Du. anker, 
late OHG. anchar (G. anker), ON. akkeri. 
The OE. word was reinforced in ME. by 
(O)F. ancre (= It., Pr., etc. ancora). ‘The 
present sp. follows corrupt L. anchora. So 
anchor vb. xi. —(O)F. ancrer, medL. 


ancordre. Hence a‘mchoraGE xvii; after 
F. ancrage. 
anchor? 2z:nkoz (arch.) anchorite. OE. 


ancra, ancor, -er - Olr. anchara, shortened 
- ecclL. anachoréta ANCHORITE ; used by Sh. 
(Hamlet! nr ii 229). Hence anchor-hold 
anchorite's retreat XVII; see HOLD?. Hence 
a:nchoress, a:ncress XIV; see -ESS?. 


anchorite, anchoret z:nkoarait, -et reli- 


gious recluse occupying a cell. xv. - medL. 
anc(h)orita, ecclL. anchoréta - ecclGr. ana- 
khorétés, f. anakhérein retire, retreat, f. and 
back, ANA--++Rhorein give place, withdraw, 
f. khérd, khéros space, place. (Cf. F. ana- 
choréte.) Superseded ANCHOR’. 


anchovy z'ntfouvi, e:ntjovi small fish of 


the herring family. xvr (Sh.). Earlier forms 
usu. pl. anchoves, anchovas, anchioves, later 
anchovees. — Sp., Pg. anchova, anchoa (It. 
acciuga, dial. anciova); has been supposed 
to be :- Rom. *afiu(v)a — Gr. aphiié some 
small fish; but G. anschovis (- Du. ansjovis) 
has been referred to Basque anchu. (F. 
anchois is — modPr. anchoio — Sp.) 


anchusa znkjü'zo, z:nt[ü'zo boraginaceous 


plant alkanet. - L. anchüsa (Pliny) - Gr. 
dgkhousa (Theophrastus), égkhousa (Aristo- 
phanes). 


anchylosis zrkilou:sis formation of a stiff 


joint. xvii. - modL.- Gr. agkülosis, f. 
agkulotin crook, f. agkülos crooked; see 
-osis. The normal repr. of the Gr. form 
would be *ancylosis ; h has been inserted to 
denote the k-sound (cf. F. ankylose). Hence, 
by back-formation, a:nchylose vb. xvii; 
prob. after F. ankyloser. 


ancient. ein[ont of times long past, very 


old xiv; sb. xiv. ME. auncien, -ian - AN. 
auncien, (O)F. ancien, corr. to Pr. ancian, 
Sp. anciano, It. anziano, repr. Rom. *anti- 
dnu-s, *antednu-s, f. ante before, ANTE- 
-dnus -AN. The addition of homorganic t 
to final n (xv) is paralleled in pageant, 
pheasant, tyrant, and the pronunc. of the 
first syll. in angel, chamber, change, manger. 
Hence a:ncientRy. xvi. Tancienty. xiv. 
— AN. aunctenté, (O)F. ancienneté; see -v*. 


XVI. (arch.) corruption 
of ENSIGN by assocn. of such forms as ensyne 
with ancien, ANCIENT! ; in senses (i) standard 


ANCILLARY 


ANGEL 





XVI and (ii) standard-bearer xvi (Sh.), for 
Tancient-bearer. 


ancillary «-nsileri subsidiary. xvu. —L. 
ancillàris, £. ancilla handmaid, fem. dim. of 
anculus servant; see -ARY. Cf. CAPILLARY. 


ancona ænkou'nə altar-piece consisting of 
panels. xiX. -It., medL. ancona, prob. 
— Gr. etkóna, acc. of eikón image, ICON, perh. 
blended with Gr. ankón (modGr. ankóné) 
corner, sacred images being often at street 
corners in Italy. 


-ancy onsi repr. L. -antia -ANCE. 


and ond, on, n, (emph.) end along with, 
in addition to. OE. and, ond, corr. to OF ris. 
and(a), ande, end(a), en, OS. ande, endi 
(Du. en), OHG. anti, enti, inti, unti (G. und), 
and Skr. dtha (:— *ntha) thereupon, also. 
(OE. end, end, showing mutation, if it sur- 
vived, would, owing to lack of stress, co- 
incide with and; see AN?.) Connexion with 
OE. and- (as in andswaru ANSWER), ON. 
and-, Goth. anda-, and Skr. anti over against, 
Gr. anti against, L. ante before, and OE. 
ende END, etc. is no longer gen. accepted. 
A special development of meaning is that 
of "i£? (xiu), which was a common use also 
of MHG. unde; it may have arisen out of 
such constructions as OE. geliće and just as 
if, and have been reinforced from Scand. 
(cf. ON. enda and if, even if, en if). Now usu. 
spelt an, an’ in this sense; formerly often 
coupled with if, whence dial. nif, for an if. 


andante zende:nti (mus.) moderately slow. 
XVIII. It., prp. of andare go :— *ambitére, 
alteration of L. ambuláre (cf. AMBLE). So 
andantino -i'nou. XIX. 
andiron z-ndaisin fire-dog. xiv. ME. 
aundyre, aundyrne, -erne — OF. andier (mod. 
landier for landier) with assimn. of the 
second syll. to ron (ME. ire, tren); ult. 
origin unkn. Cf. tlandiron (xv-xvir). 


androgynous  zndro:d3inos hermaphro- 
dite; spec. in bot. XVIL f. L. androgynus 
— Gr. andrógunos male and female in one, 
f. andro-, anér man, male (f. base meaning 
strong") J-guzé woman, female (cf. QUEAN) ; 
see -ous. Also androgyne cz-ndrod jain 
hermaphrodite Xvi; androgynous plant 
XVIII. = (O)F. androgyne = L. 


mane see -AN. 


-ane? ein (chem.) in the systematic nomen- 
clature of Hofmann (1866), the termination 
for names of the hydrocarbons called paraf- 
fins, e.g. ethane; devised to introduce with a 
the vowel series already in vogue, -ene, -ine, 
-one (repr. Gr. -éné, -iné, -Oné), in the nomen- 
clature of other classes of hydrocarbons. 

anecdote z'nikdout T (pl) secret history 
XVII; story of a detached incident XVIII. 
orig. pl. = modL. anecdota (or its deriv. F. 
anecdotes) - Gr. anékdota things unpub- 
lished, n. pl. of anékdotos, f. an- A-*-- ékdotos, 
f. ekdidónai publish, f. ek out-- didónai give 
(see DONATION). Derived primarily from the 
title Anékdota of Procopius? unpublished 


memoirs (vir) of the private life of the 
Emperor Justinian and Theodora. Hence 
anecdotace anecdotes collectively XIX 
(De Quincey); garrulous old age xix (attri- 
buted to John Wilkes) assoc. with DOTAGE. 


anele onil (arch.) anoint. xiv. f. an-, OE. 
on- + ME. elien, f. OE. ele — L. oleum OIL. 
Preserved in unaneled not having received 
extreme unction (Sh. ‘Hamlet’ 1 v 77). 


anemo- 2‘nimou, #nimo* repr. anenio-, 
comb. form of Gr. dnemos wind, rel. to 
ANIMUS; €.g. aAnemo'METER XVIII. 


anemone one-moni genus of ranuncula- 
ceous plants (the flowers were said to open 
under the influence of wind) xvi; name of 
certain bright-coloured zoophytes with 
expanded disks xvin. — L. anemõnë - Gr. 
anemoné, f. dnemos wind (cf. ANIMATE) -+ 
suffix -oné. It has been suggested that the 
Gr. word is an etymologizing perversion of 
Heb.-Aram. Na‘amdn, name of Adonis, 
from whose blood the plant was fabled to 
have sprung. 

anent əne'nt fin company with OE.; 
Tfacing, towards; concerning xiv. OE. 
phr. on efen, efn, or emn, ME. onevent, 
anont, anentes, (dial.) anenst, from XIV anent; 
i.e. ON, efen EVEN, on a level (with), side by 
side (with), beside, opposite, against, to- 
wards, in view of; = OS. an eban, MHG. 
eneben, nebent, (also mod.) neben. The 
suffix -es, -S and parasitic £ appear c. 1200. 


aneroid æ'nəroid kind of barometer. 
XIX. — F. anéroide, f. Gr. a- A-*+ nérds wet, 
damp -; -oide -o1D (used arbitrarily); so 
called because the pressure of the air is not 
measured by means of a column of fluid. 


aneurysm, aneurism æ'njurizm morbid 

dilatation of an artery. xv. —Gr. anet- 
rusma dilatation, f. aneurinein widen out, 
f. and ANA--+ eurtinein widen, f. eurtis wide. 
Cf. F. anévrisme. The unetymological sp. 
with z is the commoner. 


anew onji Tlately, recently; afresh. XIV. 
ME. of newe, of the newe, o newe, i.e. OF, A-°, 
NEW, prob. after OF. de neuf, de nouveau, 
L. dé novd; replacing OE. niwe, niwan, 
edniwe, edniwan newly, recently (OMercian 
ofniowe, tr. L. dénud, is isolated). The form 
anew was established xvI. 


anfractuosity z:nfrektjuositi circuitous- 
ness, intricacy. XVI. — F. anfractuosité, f. 
jate L. anfractuósus winding, f. L. anfractus 
bending, f. anfract-, pp. stem of anfringere, 
f. amb- AMBI- + frangere BREAK. So anfra'c- 
tUOUS circuitous XxvII; cf. F. anfractueux. 


angary z‘ngeri right of a belligerent to 
use or destroy neutrals’ property. XIX. — F. 
angarie - It. angaria — late L. angaria forced 
service — Gr. aggareid office of an dngaros 
(Persian word, perh. rel. to dggelos ANGEL) 
mounted courier liable to be impressed for 
carrying royal dispatches; see -y°. 

angel ei:ndgo] messenger of God ; guardian 
spirit XII; in full angel noble, gold coin with 


[36] 


ANGELICA 


a figure of the archangel Michael xv. — OF. 
angele = Pr. angel, 1t. angelo — ecclL. an- 
gelus = Gr. dggelos messenger. Superseded 
OE. engel e*ngel (which survived till xir) — 
OFris. angel, engel, OS. engil, OHG. angil, 
engil (Du., G. engel), ON. engill, Goth. 
aggilus; CGerm. — ecclL. angelus (in Goth. 
perh. immed.—Gr.); one of the earliest Germ. 
adoptions from L. Hence angelic zendse-lik 
xv. — (O)F. - late L. - Gr. ange-licar. xvi. 


angelica zndse:diko aromatic plant used 
in cooking, etc. xvr. - medL., short for 
herba angelica ‘angelic plant’, so named on 
account of its reputed efficacy against poison 
and pestilence. 


angelus z-ndzilas devotional exercise com- 

memorating the Incarnation. XVII. Named 
from the first word of the first sentence, 
‘Angelus Domini nuntiavit Mariæ’ the angel 
of the Lord brought tidings to Mary. 


anger a'ngori Tdistress,, vex xir (Orm); 
excite to wrath xiv. — ON. angra grieve, 
vex, f. angr grief, f. base *agg- narrow, repr. 
also by ON. ongr, Goth. aggwus, and OE. 
enge, OS., OHG. engi (Du., G. eng) narrow ; 
rel. to L. angere (see ANGUISH). Hence 
anger sb. ftrouble, affliction; hot dis- 
pleasure. xiir. (Rare ME. ange (Orm) was 
a direct adoption of ON. angr.) Hence 
angry ftroublesome; ttroubled; enraged 
XIV ; see -v!, 


angina (prop.) e'nd3ino, (usu.) ændzai'nə 
Tquinsy XVI; short for angina pectoris 
‘spasm of the chest! xvur. -—L. angina 
quinsy — Gr. agkhoné strangling, with assim. 
to angere (see ANGUISH). 


angio-, first el. in many scientific terms, 
repr. Gr. aggeion vessel, receptacle, dim. of 
ággos (agge-) chest, box. 

angle! z'ggl fishing-hook. OE. angul — 
OS., OHG. angul (G. angel}, ON. ongull ; f. 
Germ. *ayg- (whence OE. anga sting, goad, 
MHG. ange fish-hook, hinge); cf. next. 
Hence a:ngle vb. fish for. xv. a-nglEnR! xvi. 


angle? z'9ggl space between two meeting 
lines or planes. xiv (Ch.). — (O)F. angle or 
L. angulu-s corner, dim. of *angus (cf. Gr. 
dgkos bend, agkulos bent, arched, dgkira 
ANCHOR!). 


Angle z'ggl one of a LG. tribe that settled 
in Britain. xvi. — L. Znglus, pl. Angli, in 
Tacitus Anglzt —- Germ. *Angli- (whence 
OE. Engle; cf. ENGLisH) the people of 
Angul district of Slesvig so called from its 
shape (mod. Angeln), the same word as 
ANGLE!. Hence A-nglIAN. XVIII. 


Anglican z-nglikon pert. to the Church of 
England. xvii. =- medL. Anglicãnus ( Angli- 
cana ecclesia in ‘Magna Carta’), f. Anglicus, f. 
Anglus ANGLE ; see -1C,-AN. Hence F.anglican. 


anglicism ez-nglisizm English feature or 
idiom. xvir. f. L. Anglicus; see prec. and 
-ISM. Hence F. anglicisme. [So a:nglicize 
XVII; earlier (rare) fanglize xvi1 (Fuller). 


ANIMADVERT 


Anglo- z5glou mod. comb. form of L. Anglus 
ENGLISH, as in modL. Anglo-Americanus 
XVIII, Anglo-puritanus xvi; so Anglo- 
MA‘NIA mania for what is English xviir, 
after F. anglomanie; AngloprHo'BiA XIX; 
Anglo-American, Anglo-Catholic, Anglo- 
Irish, Anglo-Norman or -French variety of 
French current in England in the Middle 
Ages, ANGLO-SAXON. 


Anglo-Saxon ænņnglousæ'ksən. xvir (P. 
Holland, tr. Camden’s ‘Britannia’). ~modL. 
Anglo-Saxones pl. (see prec.), for medL. 
Angli Saxones (Paulus Diaconus, vit) 
designation of Continental origin for the 
‘English Saxons’ in distinction from the 
‘Old Saxons’ of the Continent; after OE. 
Angulseaxe, -seaxan, in hybrid form Angul- 
saxones. 


angostura zngostjuo*tro bark used as a 
febrifuge and tonic. xvii (also angustura). 
f. name of a town on the Orinoco, S. 
America, now called Ciudad Bolivar. 


angry ægri see ANGER. 


anguish æ'ngwif severe bodily or mental 
suffering. XII. — OF. anguisse (mod. 
angoisse) = Pr. angoisa, It. angoscia = L. 
angustia straitness, pl. straits, distress, f. 
angustus narrow, tight, f. *aygh- in L. 
angere, Gr. dgkhein squeeze, strangle, OE. 
enge, OS., OHG. engi (G. enge), ON. ongr, 
Goth. aggwus narrow, and ON. angr (see 
ANGER). For the development -zsh cf. -1sH*. 


angular æ'ngjůləx sharp-cornered, pert. 
to an angle. xv. -—L. angularis, f. angulus 
ANGLE?; see -AR and cf. F. angulaire. 


anhungered  onha:pgoid (arch. or obs.) 
hungry. xiv. Alteration of AHUNGERED by 
substitution of an- A-* for of- A-?. Hence 
Tanhu ngry. xvii (Sh.). 

anhydrous aenhardros (chem.) having no 
water in its composition. XIX. f. Gr. énüdros, 
f. an- A-4+-hudr-, htiddr WATER; see -OUS. 


anigh onai: (arch.) near. XvilI. f. NIGH, 
after AFAR; cf. ME. aneh. 


anight onart (arch.) at or by night. XIN. 
ME. a niht, OE. on niht, i.e. ON, NIGHT; cf. 
A-l. So ani:ghts. xv. 

anil ænil indigo plant; indigo dye. XVI 
(anele, -ile, anill). — F. or Pg. anil - Arab. 
an-nil, i.e. al aL-*, Arab.-Pers. nil - Skr. mili 
indigo (nila dark blue) NiL!. Cf. LILAC. 


anile eimnail, æ'nail old-womanish. XVII. 
— L. anilis, f. anus old woman ; see -ILE. 


aniline æ'nilain chemical base, the source 
of many dyes. xix. - G. amilin (C. ]. 
Fritzsche, 1841); see ANIL, -INEf. 

animadvert æ:nimědvő'ıt to observe XVI; 
pass criticism on XVII. ~ L. animadvertere, 
ie. animum advertere turn. the mind to 
(ad AD-, vertere iturn; see -WARD. So 
amimadverrsion. xvi. -L. or F. The 
unfavourable meaning seems to be due to 
assoc. with L, adversus ADVERSE. 
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animal z:nimol now )( vegetable, mineral. 
(i) As adj. of limited use before xvi as with 
virtue, spirit; first in late ME. (xiv, Ch., 
Trev.) and applied to the faculties of sensa- 
tion and intelligence )( vital and natural, a 
use fossilized in phr. animal spirits (orig.) 
principle of sensation or volition, (now) 
healthy vivacity, natural gaiety. -—(O)F. 
animal, or L. animális, in medL. bestial, f. 
anima vital breath; see ANIMATE and -AL!. 
(ii) As sb. (xiv, Trev.) ult. - L. animal, for 
animale, sb. use of n. of the adj. In ammal 
kingdom, after F. régne animal, the word is 
felt to be rather an attrib. use of the sb. 
Hence a:nimalisw. xix (Carlyle). 
animalcule enime‘lkjil tiny animal; 
(biol) microscopic animal. xvi. — modL. 
animalculum (whence also F. animalcule), 
dim. of animal; see prec. and -cuLE. The 
L. form was formerly in Eng. use, with pl. 
animalcula, often irreg. animalculz. 


animate z'nimeit give life to. xvi. f. pp. 
stem (see -ATE?) of L. animare quicken, f. 
anima air, breath, life, soul, rel. to animus 
spirit, Gr. dnemos wind, Skr. dniti breathe, 
and in Germ. to ON. andi, gnd soul, spirit, 
Goth. us|anan breathe out. So a:nimaTE? 
endowed with life xv; )( INANIMATE. ani- 
maA'TION. XVI. = L. 

animosity znimo'siti Tspiritedness xv; 
active enmity XVII. — F. animosité or late L. 
animositas, f. animösus spirited, f. animus 
spirit, mind ; see prec. and -OSITY. 

animus z'nimos hostile spirit. xix. - L. 
animus spirit; see ANIMATE. 


anion z'naion (electr.) electro-negative ele- 
ment. xIx (Faraday). — Gr. anton, n. prp. of 
aniénai go up. 

anise z'nis umbelliferous plant with aro- 
matic seeds. xiri. — (O)F. ants = L. anisum 
— Gr. dnison, prob. of foreign origin. Hence 
a:niseed seed ofthis. xiv (annes, aneys sede). 


ankle, ancle z:pkl joint connecting the 
foot with the leg. xiv (ankel) - ON. 
*ankul- (OSw. ankol, OIcel. okkla), corr. to 
OFris. ankel, MLG. enkel, MDu. ankel (Du. 
enkel), OHG. anchal, enchil (G. enkel); f. 
*apk- :- IE. *agg-, as in L. angulus ANGLE’, 
(Superseded OE. ancléow, whence ME. 
anclow, anclee (Ch.) = MDu. anclau, OHG. 
anchlado; perh. f. Germ. *aykal-+ *klawa- 
CLAW.) Hence anklet z-nklit ring for the 
ankle xix ; after bracelet. 


ankylosis see ANCHYLOSIS. 


anlace z:nlas (hist.) short two-edged knife. 
xur. ME. auniaz, anla(a)s, of unkn. origin; 
recorded by Matthew Paris (x111) as a verna- 
cular word, in latinized form anelacius. 


anna æ'nə $ of a rupee. xvir. — Hind. 
dna (Panjabi dnnd); cf. Skr. dnus small. 

annals æ'nəlz pl. chronicle of events year 
by year. XVI. — F. annales or L. annālēs 
m. pl. (sc. libri books) of annális yearly, f. 
annus (see ANNUAL). Hence a-nnalisT xvi; 
after F. annaliste. 


annates z'neits first year’s revenue of 
benefice or see. XVI (in Sc. use in sg. form 
annat, -et). =pl. of F. annate- medL. 
annata year’s space, work, or proceeds 
(whence F. année year), f. annus year (see 
ANNUAL)+-dta, pp. fem. ending used to 
form sbs. 


anneal oni-] +kindle OE.; tfuse, fire xiv; 
burn in colours, temper, etc. with fire xv. 
OE. onzlan, f. on-- &lan kindle, burn, bake, 
f. al fire, burning; rel. to zi(e)d fire, burn- 
ing = OS. éld, ON. eldr :—*athdaz. Aphetic 
(dial.) neal (xv). 


annelid a:nolid (zool.) red-blooded worm. 
XIX. — F. annélide or modL. annelida, n. pl. 
f. F. annelés ‘ringed animals’ (Lamarck, 
1801), pp. of anneler, f. OF. annel (mod. 
anneau) ring 3:- L. annellu-s for dnellu-s, 
dim. of dnulus; see ANNULAR, -ID. 


annex’ z‘neks something annexed xvI; 
supplementary building (usu. annexe) xix. 
— F. annexe —- 1.. annexum, sb. use of pp. of 
annectere (see next). 


annex” one‘ks join, add, attach. xiv. 
— (O)F. annexer, f. annex-, pp. stem of L. 
annectere, f. ad AN--+- nectere bind (cf. NEXUS). 
So anneXa'TION. XV (first in Sc.). - medL. 


annihilate onai(h)ileit bring to naught. 
XVI. Superseded tannithil —(O)F. annthiler 
- late L. annihiláre (f. ad AD- -- nihil nothing, 
NIL), from the pp. of which was derived the 
pp. Tannihilate (xiv), whence the inf. form; 
see -ATE*. So annihila’TION. xvit. - F. 


anniversary znivs-isori sb. yearly return 
of a date, or its celebration x11 (AncrR.); 
adj. xv. —- L. anniversárius, f. annus year-- 
versus turning --àrius; used sb. in medL. 
anniversaria (sc. diés day) and anniversdrium 
(sc. festum feast); cf. (O)F. anniversaire and 
see ANNUAL, VERSE, -ARY. 


Anno Domini z:nou do:minai in the year 
of the Lord, i.e. of the Christian era xvi; 


 (joc.) advancing age xix. L., abl. of annus 


year, and g. of dominus lord; see ANNUAL 
DOMINICAL. 


annotate z-ndteit furnish with notes. XVIII. 
f. pp. stem of L. annotdre, f. ad AN-'+ nota 
mark, NOTE. So Tannote xv. annota‘TION. 
xv. - F. or L.. 


announce onau:sns make publicly known. 
xv (Caxton; rare before xvii). - (O)F. 
anoncer t= L.. annuntidre, f. ad AN-1-- nuntius 
message, messenger (cf. ANNUNCIATION, 
NUNCIO). Hence announceMENT. XVIII. 
For the vocalism cf. denounce, enounce, pro- 
nounce, renounce, and ounce. 


annoy onoi* vexation, annoyance. XIII 
(AncrR.). ME. anui, anuy, anoy = OF. anui, 
anoi, enoi (mod. ennui) = Pr. enoi, enoc, 
Cat. enutg, Sp. enojo, Olt., Pg. nojo :- Rom. 
*inodio, from the L. phr. mihi in odié est it is 
hateful to me (cf. optuM). So annoy: vb. 
xil (La3.). - OF. amuier, anoier (mod. 
ennuyer) — Pr. enojar, Cat. enujar, It. an- 
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noiare; cf. late L. inodiãre make loathsome, 
f. *inodio. So ammoy-ANCE. xiv (Ch.). 
~ OF. anoiance, f. anoier. 


annual z:njuo|] yearly. xiv (Wycl. Bible). 
Earlier annuel - (O)F. annuel - late L. az- 
nudlis, for L. annuus and annalis, f. annus 
year :- *atnos (cf. Oscan g. pl. acunum, 
Umbrian acnu solemn festival), rel. to 
synon. Goth. (d. pl.) abnam, (g. sg.) at|apnijis, 
and prob. to Skr. dtati go, wander; see -AL!, 


annuity onjü ti yearly grant xv; invest- 
ment securing annual payment XVIIL. =F. 
annuité = medL. annuitãs, f. annuus ANNUAL ; 
see -ITY. Hence annu'itANT one who holds 
an annuity. XVIII. 


annul oana‘l reduce to nothing, make null. 
xiv. — OF. anuller, adnuller (mod. annuler) 
:zlate L. (Vulg) annullüre, f. ad AN-4- 
nullum nothing, n. sg. of nullus none, NULL, 
after Gr. exoudenein, f. oudén nothing. 


annular  ze'njülor ring-shaped, ringed. 

xvi. —F. annulaire or L. annulàáris, f. 
annulus, late form of dnulus, dim. of dnus 
ring; see ANUS, -ULE, -AR. 


annunciation onansierf[on announcement 
(spec. of the Incarnation). xiv. -(O)F. 
annonciation — late L. annuntidatid(n-), f. an- 
nuntidre ANNOUNCE; see -ATION, 


anode z‘noud (electr.) positive pole. xx 
(Faraday). — Gr. dnodos way up, f. and up, 
ANA- -- hodós way (cf. HODOMETER) ; applied 
orig. to the path by which an electric current 
leaves the positive pole. Cf. cathode, electrode. 


anodyne «a nódain (medicine) assuaging 
pain. xvi. ^ L. anódynus (Celsus) - Gr. anó- 
dunos free from pain, f. an- A-*-l- odiné pain. 
Cf. F. anodin, -ine, perh. the immed. source. 


anoint anoint apply ointment to. xiv (R. 
Mannyng). f. anoint anointed — OF. anoint, 
enoint, pp. of enoindre :- L. inungere, f. in 
IN-!+-ungere anoint (cf. OINTMENT). Aphetic 
tnoint (xIv—xvit). Replaced OE. smerian 
SMEAR in special senses. The (Lord’s) 
Anointed, the CHRIST. XVI. 


anomalous ono:molos irregular, abnormal. 
xvi. f. late L. anómalus — Gr. anómalos un- 
even, f. an- A-* - homalós even, f. homós SAME ; 
see -0US. So ano:maly. xvi. -L. ano- 
malia - Gr. anómalíá ; see -v?. 


anon ono'n Tinto or in one body, state, 
course, etc. ; Tat once OE. ; soon, shortly; 
now again XVI. OE, on dn into one, on ane 
in one, i.e. ON, and acc. and dat. of du ONE. 


anonymous  ono'nimos nameless, un- 
named. XVII. f. late L.. anónymos, -us - Gr. 
anónumos, f. an- A-* -- ónuma, ónoma NAME. 
The earliest exx. are in Gr. or L. form. Cf. 
paronymous, synonymous. Hence anony- 
miTY cnoni'miti. XIX. 


another on4:Óor an additional (one). xin. 
ME. an other (in two words as late as xvi), 
i.e. AN’, OTHER second, remaining, different; 
superseded the simple þer of OE. 





ANTECEDENT 


amserine z‘nsorain goose-like. xix. -L. 
anserinus, f£. anser GOOSE; see -INE!, 





answer inso: reply. OE. andswaru, corr. 
to OFris. ondser, OS. antswor, ON. andsvar 
:- Germ. *andswaro, f. *and- against, oppo- 
site (see ANTI-)-F*swar-, base of OE. 
swerian SWEAR, ON. svara, Goth. swaran 
answer; orig. a solemn affirmation in re- 
butting a charge (cf. Gr. apokrinesthai 
answer, f. apd off-+-Rrinein judge, lit. get 
oneself off from judgement, L. respondére 
RESPOND). Hence a'nswer vb. OE. and- 
swarian = OFris. ondswera, ON. andsvara. 
a’nsweraBLeE responsible, accountable; suit- 
able, agreeable xvi; that can be answered 
(cf. unanswerable) XVII. 


ant ænt emmet, pismire. OE. xmet(t)e = 
MLG. dmete, mete, OHG. meiza (G. 
ameise) x- WGerm. *àümaitjón, *aimaitjón, 
f. *ai- off, away+ *mait- cut, hew (OHG. 
metzan, ON. metta, Goth. maitan). The 
OE. forms gave two ME. types, (1) am(e)te, 
whence ampte (cf. the place-name Ampthill), 
ante, ant (the prevailing standard form), 
and (ii) emete, EMMET (widespread dial. var., 
occurring also as a surname). 


ant- cnt var. of ANTI- used before vowels, 
as antacid (XIX), earlier antiacid (XVIII). 


-ant ont repr. (O)F. -ant:-L. -antem, 
nom. -dms, under which all prps. were 
levelled in French; rarely used as a living 
suffix and only on some spec. analogy, as in 
anæsthesiant, annuitant. 


antagonist æntæ'gənist opponent, ad- 
versary. XVI (Jonson). — F. antagoniste or 
late L. antagoónista (Jerome) - Gr. anta- 
gónistés, f. antagónízesthai struggle against, 
vie with ; see ANTI-, AGONIZE. So anta-gon- 
ISM XIX; prob. after F. antagonize oppose, 
counteract XVII (rare before xIX); make 
hostile xix. - Gr. antagónizesthai. 


Antarctic æntāuktik opposite to the 
Arctic. XiV (Maund. Ch.) Late ME. 
antartik, later conformed (like the F.) to the 
Gr. form — OF. antartique (mod. -arctique) — 
Pr. antartic, It. antartico or their source L. 
antarcticus — Gr. antarktikós opposite to the 
north; see ANTI-, ARCTIC. 


ante z-nti (in poker) stake put up by the 
player before drawing new cards. xix. 
= L. ante before (see next). 


ante- æ'nti repr. L. adv.-prep. ante in 
comps., corr. to Gr. acc. énta over against, 
and loc. antí ANTI-, Skr. dnti opposite (adv.), 
with the sense ‘before’ in place or time, as 
in ANTECEDENT, etc. below; also a*nte-chapel 
XVIII, anteda‘te XVI, antenatal xIx, a:nte- 
penultimate XVII1, a‘nte-room XVIII. 


antecedent entisi-dont a thing preceding 
another, orig. in grammar and logic. xiv 
(PP1.). -(O)F. antécédent or L. antecédent-, 
-éns (used sb. in n. pl.), prp. of antecédere. 
f, ante ANTE--+ cédere go, CEDE. 
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antechamber z'ntitfeimbor chamber lead- 
ing to the chief apartment. xvii (before XIX 
usu. anti-). — F. antichambre — It. ant- 
camera; see ANTE-, CHAMBER. 


antediluvian  z:ntidiDü:vion before the 
Flood. xvii. f. ante ANTE- + L. diluvium 
DELUGE ~- -AN. Cf. F. antédiluvien (xviii). 


antelope z:ntiloup fsavage horned beast 
of Asia Minor xv (Lydg.); deer-like rumi- 
nant of the genus Antilope xvi. = OF. 
antelop (once, Brunetto Latini) or medL. 
ant(h)alopus - medGr. anthólops, of which 
the source and orig. meaning are unkn. 


Hardly in naturalized use before xix. - late 
L.-— Gr. dnthrax coal, carbuncle. 


anthropo-  enprouwpou, ze'nprópó, -poe: 
comb. form of Gr. ánthropos man; e.g. Gr. 
anthropoldgos (Aristotle) treating of man, 
whence modL. anthrépologia, Eng. anthro- 
po‘logy (xvi), the science of man; ecclGr. 
anthrépomorphitai sect ascribing human form 
to God, whence Eng. anthropomo-rphitTE 
(XVI); so anthropomorphismM (xviii), -IST 
(xvii), -1C ; Gr. anthrópophagoi man-eaters, 
whence L. anthrépophagi; and in many 
mod. formations on these models. 


Q The generic name Antilope is due to | anti- æ'nti before a vowel ant-, before A 


Pallas, c. 1775; F. antilope, used by Buffon, 
is from Eng. 


antenna znte:no horn or feeler of insects. 
XVII. — L. antenna, prop. antemna sail-yard, 
used in pl. to tr. Aristotle's xepatoe ‘horns’ 
of insects. 


antependium  zntipe:ndiom altar frontal. 
XvII (earlier Tantepend xvi). medL., f. ante 
ANTE--+ pendére hang (see PENDENT). 


anterior  cntioriori earlier, prior. XVII. 
= F, antérieur or L. anterior, f. ante before, 
after posterior; see ANTE-, -IOR. 


anthelion enpi-lion, znthi-lion luminous 
ring surrounding the shadow of an ob- 
server's head projected opposite to the sun. 


anth-, repr. Gr. anti-, anti opposite, 
against, instead of, rel. to OE. and- (as in : 
ALONG?, ANSWER), OS. and-, ant-, OHG. 
ant-, int-, ent-, ON. and-, Goth. and along, 
above, OLith. anta on, towards, L. ante 
before (ANTE-), Skr. dnti before, in the 
presence of, near. Used in many words 
adopted from Gr. comps. and in words 
modelled on these, and, as a gen. living 
formative, very freely prefixed to (1) sbs., on 
the pattern of ANTICHRIST, antipope (XVI; 
medl.. antipdpa), (ii) adjs., the prefix 
governing the sb. implied, as anti-national, 
anti-Semitic; (iii) sbs. in attrib. phr., 
as anti-aircraft (defences), anti-church 
(politics), anti-slavery (committee). 


xvul. — Gr. anthélion, n. of anthélios, earlier | antic æ'ntik (arch.) grotesque or fantastic 


antélios opposite to the sun, f. anti ANTI-+ 
hélios SUN. 


anthem  znpom (hist) antiphon OE.; 
composition in unmeasured prose to be 
sung; song of praise, etc. xvi. OE. antefn, 
antifne — late L. anti-phona, for antiphd-na 
ANTIPHON. ‘The forms indicate the foll. 
development of pronunc.: ante’vne, an- 


(form, gesture, person); sb. Tfantastic or 
grotesque figure; Tclown, buffoon; ludi- 
crous gesture or posture. XVI (freq. antike, 
antique XVI-XVII). -— It. antico ancient, 
ANTIQUE, used as synon. with grottesco 
GROTESQUE; orig. applied to the fantastic 
figures found in ancient Roman remains, 
and subsequently to anything grotesque. 


te-m(ne), a:ntem, a:xnthem (the last from Antichrist æ'ntikraist opponent of Christ 


XV; cf. OF. anthaine; perh. infl. by Aymne 
hymn); the sp. with th finally affected the 
pronunc., as in author. 


anther znpoz (bot.) part of a stamen con- 
taining the pollen. xviu (earlier in L. form). 
— F. anthére or modL. anthéra, in cl. L. 
medicine extracted from flowers — Gr. 


or Christianity. Xi1 (Vesp. D. Hom.). ME. 
ante-, anticrist (later assim. to L. and Gr.) 
— OF. antecrist (mod. antéchrist) — ecclL. 
antichristus - Gr. antíkhristos (1 John 11 18), 
f. anti ANTI--+- KAristés CHRIST. Hence anti- 
christian. Xvi; now treated only as anti- + 
Christian. 


anthérd, fem. of anthérós of flowers, f. anthe-, anticipate ænti'sipeit take up beforehand. 


ánthos flower. As these medicines often 
consisted of the internal organ of flowers 
(e.g. saffron was the stigma), anuthera was 


XVI. f. (partly after F. anticiper) pp. stem 
of L. anticipáre, f. ante ANTE-+cip-, var. of 
base of capere ; see CAPTURE, -ATE?. 


applied to these parts by early pharmacists, | antidote z'ntidout medicine to counteract 


and was later by herbalists restricted to the 
pollen-bearing organs, a use sanctioned by 
Linnzus. 


anthology znpo:lodsi collection of literary 


poison. xv. — F. antidote or L. antidotum 
- Gr. antidoton, sb. use of n. of antídotos, 
f. anti ANTI--+ do-, stem of didónai give (see 
DONATION). XVI also in Gr. or L. form. 


‘flowers’. xvir. — F. anthologie or medL. | antimacassar se:ntimokarsor covering for 


anthologia (cf. L. anthologica) — Gr. antho- 
logia, f. dnthos flower. 


chair-backs, etc., orig. to protect them from 
grease in the hair. XIX. f. ANTI--+ MACASSAR. 


anthracite æ'nþrəsait non-bituminous | antimony æ'ntiməni trisulphide of anti- 


coal. xix (Davy). - Gr. anthrakttis kind 
of coal, f. anthrak-, ánthrax, see next and 
-ITE b. 


anthrax «npreks  carbuncle; splenic 
fever of sheep and cattle ; malignant pustule. 
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mony Xv; (chem.) metallic element (Sb) 
XIX (earlier regulus of a. xvi). —- medL. anti- 
mónium (Constantinus Africanus of Salerno, 
x1), of unkn. origin. Conjectured to be 
latinization of Arab. uthmud, ithmid, perh. 


ANTINOMIAN 


— Gr. stimmid-, stimmi (whence L. stibium); 
cf. Egyptian sdm powder used for the eyes. 


antinomian ezntinou'mion. XVII. f. medL. 
Antinomi German sect which denied obliga- 
tion of the moral law upon Christians, f. 
Gr. anti ANTI--|-ndmos law ; see NOMAD, -IAN. 


antinomy z'ntinomi contradiction. XVI. 
— L. antinomia — Gr. antinomid, f. anti ANTI- 
--nómos law; cf. prec., see -v*?. 


antipathy ænti'pəpþi feeling against, aver- 

sion. XVit. = F. antipathie or L. antipathia 
— Gr. antipdtheia, f. antipathés opposed in 
feeling, f. antí ANTI---pathe-, báthos; see 
PATHOS, -Y?. So a:mtiPATHE’TIC. XVII. 


antiphon z-ntifon (liturg.) short verse of 
Scripture recited responsively in connexion 
with a psalm. xv. — ecclL. aztiphoóna — Gr. 
(ta) antiphona, n. pl. of antíphónos respon- 
sive, f. antí ANTI--+phoné sound (cf. PHO- 
NETIC); see ANTHEM. So antiphoner 
eenti'forioa book of antiphons. xiv (Wycl., 
Ch.). - OF. antifenier, -bhonier —- ecclL. anti- 
phónàrium, anglicized as anti: phonanv. xv. 


antiphrasis zntrírosis (rhet. use of a 
word in a sense opposite to its proper mean- 
ing. xvi (More). — late L. - Gr. antíphrasis, f. 
antiphrdzein express by the opposite; see 
ANTI-, PHRASE. 


antipodes nti:podiz people inhabiting 
the opposite side of the globe ; places on the 
earth exactly opposite to each other. XVI. 
- F. antipodes or late L. antipodes = Gr. 
antipodes, pl. of antipous having the feet 
opposite, f. anti ANTI-+-pous Foot. For- 
merly 3 syll. a-ntipodes, with sg. antipode ; 
the 4-syll. form shows reversion to L. and 
Gr. 


antiquary z:ntikwori official custodian or 

recorder of antiquities (title bestowed by 
Henry VIII on John Leland), whence gen. 
student or collector of these. xvi. -= L. 
antiquárius, f£. antiquus; see next and -ARY. 
So antiquARIAN -kweo'rion. XVII. 


antique  zntik ancient; old-fashioned; 
also sb. xvr. — F. antique or L. antiquus, 
anticus (whence pop. OF. antif, Pr. antic, 
etc.), f. ante before, ANTE--d--zcus (as in 
posticus, f. post); orig. identical in form and 
pronunc. with ANTIC, but finally differen- 
tiated after 1700. So antiquity enti-kwiti. 
xiv. -~OF.-L. antiquated. xvii, orig. 
pp. of antiquate (xv). 


antirrhinum entiraitnom  snapdragon. 
XVI. = L. — Gr. antirrhinon, f. anti opposite, 
counterfeiting, ANTI---rhin-, rhis nose (cf. 
RHINOCEROS), from the resemblance of the 
flower to an animal’s mouth. 


antiseptic zntise-ptik counteracting putre- 
faction. XVIII. = modL. antisēpticus, f. Gr. 
anti ANTI--+séptikds SEPTIC. 


antistrophe  zntrstrofi answer to the 
strophe in a Gr. chorus. xvn. — late L. - 
Gr. antistrophé, f. antistréphein; see ANTI-, 
STROPHE. 


AP- 


antithesis zenti‘bisis opposition of ideas. 
xv. — late L. — Gr. antithesis, f. antithénai, f. 
anti ANTI--+ tithénai set, place (cf. THESIS). 
So antithetic -pe-tik XVII, -ICAL XVI. ult. 
~ Gr. antithetikos. 


antler z:ntloi branch of deer's horn. xiv. 
Late ME. auntelere - AN. var. of OF. an- 
toillier, later ondoillier, endoulier (mod. 
andouiller), with early vars. endoillee, an- 
douillee, of unkn. origin; deriv. from popL. 
*antoculare (L. ante before, oculus eye) is 
not phonologically tenable. 


antonomasia :cntónómerzio (rhet.) sub- 
stitution of an epithet for a person's proper 
name; use of proper name generically. xv. 
L. — Gr. antonomasída, f. antonomázein, f. antí 
ANTI- - onomázein name, f. ónoma NAME. 


antonym a:ntónim antithetical term )( syn- 
onym. XIX. — F. antonyme, f. Gr. antí ANTI-, 
after synonyme SYNONYM. 


anus eines fundament. XVI. = L., ánus orig. 
ring (cf. ANNULAR). Soa'nAL!, xvii. - modL. 


anvil z'nvil block on which a smith shapes 
metal. OE. anfilte (earlier onfilti) m. or n., 
also anfealt fem., corr. to MDu. aenvilte, 
OHG. anafalz (G. dial. afilts, amfilt, anefilt), 
to which are parallel MLG. anebelte, -bolt, 
MDu. aen-, anebelt, -bilt (Du. aanbeald, 
aambeeld), and OHG. anabōz (G. amboss); 
all based on Germ. *ana ON + vb.-stem 
meaning ‘beat’ (cf. FELT) and perh. all 
modelled on L. tnctis anvil, f. in IN-1-++ ciid-, 
stem of cüdere beat (cf. HEW). 


anxious æ'pkfəs troubled in mind. xvii. 
f. L. anxtus, f. pp. stern anx- of angere choke, 
oppress; see ANGUISH, -10US. So anxieTy 
erzariti uneasiness of mind xvi; (med.) 
distressful pain in the region of the heart 
XVII (so F. anxiété xvi). — F. or L. anxietás. 

any eni OE. Zmg — OFris. énich, OS. 
énig, MLG. einich, MDu. énich (Du. eenig), 
OHG. einag (G. einig), ON. einigr, Goth. 
ainah- :- CGerm. *ainagaz, -izaz, f. *ain- 
ONE-- *-;7- -v!; parallel formations are L. 
nicus UNIQUE, OSl. znoküi monk, wild boar. 
In ME. two types were current, ani and enti; 
the present sp. continues the first, the 
pronunc. the second (cf. dial. e:ni). any- 
body. xiir. anyhow. xviir. anything. OE. 
anywhere. xit (Cursor M.). 


Anzac z'nzek Australasian. 1915. Made 
up of the initials of Australian and New 
Zealand Army Corps. 


aorist gə'rist (gram.) tense denoting past 

time (simply, without limitation). xvi. — Gr. 
aóristos undefined (sb. sc. khrónos time, 
Dionysius Thrax), f. a- A-*Jd-horistós de- 
limited, f. horizein define (cf. HORIZON). 


aorta eioto (anat.) the great artery. XVI. 
modL. — Gr. aorté, by Hippocrates used pl. 
for the branches of the windpipe, by Aris- 
totle for the great artery, f. *aor-, var. of 
*aer- of aetrein (:— *aerj-) raise; cf. ARTERY. 


ap- assim. form of AD- before p; cf. Ac-. 
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APACE 





apace opei's with speed. xiv. — OF. a pas 
at (a considerable) pace, i.e. a (:- L. ad AT), 
pas step, PACE. 

apache Zpz-í ruffan of a type infesting 
Paris. xx (1902). — F. apache, a use of the 
name of a warlike tribe of N. American 
Indians. Cf. MOHOCK, 

apart opàá'ut to one side, aside, separately. 
xiv (PPl.). - OF. apart (now à part) = Ít. 
a parte :— L. d parte at the side, i.e. à AB--- 
abl. of pars side, PART. apa'rtheid -heit 
racial segregation as in S. Africa Xx. 


apartment opá':itmont self-contained por- 
tion of a house, etc. xvii. — F. appartement 
— It. appartamento, f. appartare separate, f. 
a parte APART; see -MENT. 

apathy s'popi insensibility xvir; indo- 
lence of mind xvi. =F. apathie- L. 
apathia - Gr. apátheia, f. apathés without 
feeling, f. a- A-*--pathe-, PATHOS; see -Y*. 
So apathetic XVIII; after PATHETIC., 

apatite æ'pətait (min.) native phosphate 
of lime. xix. — G. apatit (Werner 1786), f. 
Gr. apdté deceit ; so named from its diverse 
and deceptive forms; see -ITE?. 


ape eip tailless monkey. OE. apa m., ape 
fem. = OS. apo (Du. aap), OHG. affo m., 
affe fem. (G. affe), ON. api :- CGerm. (exc. 
Goth.) *apan-, which with ORuss. opica 
and OBoh. opice may have been collateral 
adoptions of an alien word along trade- 
routes (possibly through Celtic regions ; cf. 
Hesychius! àffpávas: KeAroi roós kepkomiü1- 
kovs). 'There is no CIE. or CWEur. word for 
‘ape’. Ir. apa, napa, Gael. apa, W. epa, tab 
are from Eng. Hence a pERY. XVII. 
a-pisH!. xvi. 

apeak oprk (naut.) vertical(ly). xvi. orig. 
a pike = F. à pic, i.e. à AT, on-- pic PEAK (to 
which the second syll. was assim.). 

apepsy eipe'psi (med.) lack of digestive 
power. XVII. - modL. apepsia — Gr. apepsía, 
f. a- a-*+ péptein digest; see PEPTIC, -Y?, 

aperient əpiə'riənt laxative (medicine). 
XVII. f. L. aperient-, -éns, prp. of apertre 
open )( operire cover, hide; see -ENT. So 
aperitive əpe'ritiv. xvi (-ative). =F. 
apéritif (used sb. for appetizing drink) 
- medL. aperitivus, var. of late L. apertivus 
(Caelius Aurelianus), f. apertus, pp. of aperire. 

apert əpõ'ıt (arch.) open, manifest; tout- 
spoken, forward. xiv. =- OF. apert- L. 
apertu-s open (see prec.). Aphetic PERT. 


aperture z'poitfuor opening. xv (Sc. -ore; 
in Eng. use from xvi). = L. apertūra, f. 
apert-, pp. stem of aperire; see prec., -URE. 

apex erpeks pl. apices erpisiz tip, peak. 
xvi. — L. apex. Hence a:picar! xix. 

apheresis #fia‘risis suppression of an 
initial syllable. xvii. 7 late L. — Gr. aphaíresis, 
f. aphaireîn take away, f. apó APO- + haireîn 
take (cf. HERESY). 


aphasia oferzio (med.) loss of speech. 
xix. -modL.- Gr. aphasía, f. dphatos 


APOCRYPHA 





speechless, f. a- A-*J-phdnai speak (cf. 
PHASE); see -IA1. 


aphelion  Zfrlion (astron.) point of a 
planet's or comet’s orbit at which it is 
farthest from the sun. XVII. Grecized form 
(Kepler) of modL. aphélium, f. Gr. apó 
APO- J- hélios suN, after L. apbogeeum APOGEE. 


aphesis z'físis (philol) loss of a short 
initial unaccented syllable as in (a)lone, 
(e)squire. 1880 (suggested by J. A. H. Mur- 
ray). - Gr. ádphesis letting go, f. aphiénai, f. 
apó APO---hiénailet go, send. So aphetic 
ofe:tik. f. Gr. dphetos, verbal adj. of aphiéna:. 
aphis eifis, æ'fis pl. aphides -idiz, aphises 
-isiz plant-louse, green-fly. xvilI. - modL. 
aphis, first used by Linnzus, and based on 
adis (dphis) in Aldrovandi’s ‘De animalibus 
insectis’ (1602). The Gr. form appears first 
(with the L. gloss cimex) in Gulielmus 
Rainus’ ‘Lexicon Grecum’ (1523); it is 
relegated to the appendix of aberrant forms 
in Stephanus’ Thesaurus of 1562; it is prob. 
an error for xépis bug, «op having been 
misread as ag. The pl. aphides was poss. 
made on the model of kórides, pl. of Roris. 


aphorism æ'fərizm concise pithy maxim. 
XVI. = F. aphorisme, or late L, aphorismus 
— Gr. aphorismós definition, f. aphorizein to 
define, f. apó APO---horízein (cf. HORIZON). 

aphrodisiac æfrodi'ziæk (drug) exciting 
sexual desire. XVIII. — Gr. aphrodisiakos, f. 
aphrodísios, f. Aphrodité goddess of love 
('foam-born' ; aphrós foam). 

apiary ei piori place for keeping bees in. 
XVII. — L. apiürium, f. apis bee; see -ARY. 
a-picULTURE XIX. 

apiece opi:s for each piece, unit, or one of a 
set. XIV. orig. two words, viz. A’, PIECE sb. 


aplomb zpló: perpendicularity, steadiness 
XVIII ; self-possession XIX. F.,f. phr. à plomb 
according to the plummet (see PLUMB). 

apo- z'pou, opo: before a vowel ap-, 
before h aph- prefix repr. Gr. apo-, comb. 
form of prep. apó away, OFF, in many words 
adopted ult. from Gr. and denoting re- 
moval, departure, completion, cessation, 
return, or reversion. 

Apocalypse 2opo'kolips Revelation of St. 
John the Divine. xir (AncrR.). -(O)F. 
apocalypse — ecclL. apocalypsis ~ Gr. apokd- 
lupsis, f£. apokalüptein uncover, disclose, f. 
apé apo-+kaluptein cover (IE. base *kel-, 
etc. ; cf. CONCEAL). So apocaly-ptic, -ICAL. 
XVII, ~ F. -zque (Rabelais), - Gr. apokalupti- 
kós, f. tbe vb. 

apocope opo'kopi (gram.) cutting off the 
end of a word. XVI. = late L. — Gr. apokopé, f. 
apokóptein cut off, f. apó APO--+ kóptein cut 
(kopé incision, etc.). So apo-copate xix, 
apocopa'TION XVIII ; see -ATE? and ?. 

Apocrypha oapo-krifa tadj. of unknown 
authorship, uncanonical XIV-XVII ; sb. writ- 
ings of doubtful authorship (also in n. sg. 
apocryphon and fpl. apocryphas) xiv ; (spec.) 
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uncanonical books of the O.T. xvi. — n. pl. 
(sc. scripta writings) of ecclL. apocryphus, 
Gr. apókruphos hidden, f. apokrüptein hide 
away; see APO- and CRYPT. Hence apo-- 
cryphaL. xvi. 


apod  z:pod (animal) without feet or 
ventral fins. Xvi. f. Gr. apod-, dpous, f. a- 
A-*-++ pois FoOT. So a: podar! xvii, a: pod- 
OUS XIX. 


apodeictic, -dictic æpodai'ktik, -di-ktik 
demonstratively clear. xvi. — L. apodicticus 
- Gr. apodetktikds, f. apodeikniinai demon- 
strate, f. apd apo- + deikniinai show, f. 
*deik-, as in L. dicere (cf. DICTION) ; see -1c. 


apodosis opo'dasis (gram.) consequent 
clause answering to the protasis; Tapplica- 
tion of a parable. xvir. = late L, (Donatus) 
- Gr. apédosis ‘a giving back’, f. apodidénat, 
f. apó apo--+ didénai give (see DONATION). 


apogee z'pod3i (astron.) point of a planet's 
orbit at which it is farthest from the earth. 
XVII (in xvi and xvir the L. forms were 
current). - F. apogéeormodL. apogaeum,-eum 
— Gr. apógaion, -eion, sb. use (sc. didstéma 
distance) of n. of adjs. apdgaios, -eios far 
from the earth, f. apd apo--+gai-, gei-, 
stems of gé (gaia) earth. «| A term of the 
Ptolemaic astronomy which viewed the 
earth as the centre of the universe. 


apolaustic epold:stik self-indulgent. xrx. 
- Gr. apolaustikds, f. apolatiein enjoy, f. apó 
APO--++ *law-, connected by some with L. 
lucrum gain, LUCRE; see -IC. 


Apollyon opo:lion the Devil xiv. =- L. 
(Vulg.) 4Apollyón - Gr. (N.T.) Apollon 
(Rev. ix 1r), sb. use of prp. of apollinai 
intensive (see APO-) of ollnai destroy (cf. 
ABOLISH). 


apologue z'pólog moral fable. xvir. -F. 
apologue or L. apologus — Gr. apólogos story, 
account, f. apó APO---lógos discourse (see 
Locos). Earlier tapology (XvI—xvI1). 


apology zpolodsi defence, justification 
(T. More); acknowledgement of offence 
given XVI ; poor substitute XVIIL — F. apologie 
or late L. apologia — Gr. apologíá speech 
in defence, f. apologeísthai speak in one's 
own defence, f. apó APO- 4- *log- *leg- speak 
(see Locos, -LoGv). So apologe:tic vindica- 
tory xvii; self-excusing xix; sb. xv. = F. 
apologétique — late L. apologéticus — Gr. 
apologétikós (Aristotle). apo'logisr. xvii. 
— F. apologiste, f. Gr. apologízesthai render 
an account (f. apólogos; see prec.), whence 
apo'logize xvi; now assoc. with apology. 


apo(ph)ithegm az':pópem pithy saying or 
maxim. XVI (often apothegm, as now regu- 
larly in U.S.). - F. apophthegme or modL. 
apophthegma — Gr. apóphthegma, f. apo- 
phthéggesthai speak one's opinion plainly, 
f. apó APo--Fphthéggesthai utter, speak, f. 
*phthegg- *phthogg- sound (cf. DIPHTHONG). 


apophysis oapovfisis (anat.) protuberance 
of a bone xvi1; (bot.) xviii, - modL. — Gr. 


apóphysis, f. apó APO---physis growth (cf. 
PHYSIC). 


apoplexy e'pópleksi sudden loss of powers 
of sensation and motion. xiv. — (O)F. apo- 
plexie - late L. apopléxia — Gr. apoplexía, f. 
apopléssein disable by a stroke, f. apó APO--- 
pléssein strike (cf. PLECTRUM). So apople-c- 
tic(AL). xvi. —- F. apoplectique - late L. apo- 
plécticus, Gr. apoplektikos. 


aport opo'it (naut.) to the port or larboard 
side. XVII. f. A-!-- PORT, after ALEE. 


aposiopesis <:posaiapi‘sis (gram.) sudden 
breaking-off in the middle of speech. xvi. 
- L. (Quintilian) - Gr. aposiópésis, f. aposió- 
pan be silent, f. apó off, APO- -- siópé silence. 


apostate opo'stot one who abjures his 
faith. xiv (often in L. form from x1v-xvit1). 
~ (O)F. apostate or ecclL. apostata — late Gr. 
apostdtés, f. aposténai, f. apó APO--l-sténai 
STAND. So apo'stasy. xiV. — ecclL. aposta- 
sia — late Gr. apostasid, for apóstasis defec- 
tion. apo-statizE. xvi. f. ecclL. apostatàre. 


apostle əpə'sl any of the Twelve com- 
missioned by Jesus Christ to preach the 
Gospel. OE. apostol (whence ME. apostel, 
-yl) - ecclL. apostolus - Gr. apóstolos one 
sent forth, messenger, f. apostéllein, f. apó 
APO- -- stéllein place, make ready (rel. to L. 
locus LOCALITY); the early forms were re- 
inforced or superseded by adoption of OF. 
apostle (mod. apétre). So apostolic(aL) 
-o'lik(al). xv. — F. apostolique — ecclL. - Gr. 


apostrophe! opo'strofi (rhet.) exclamatory 
address. xvi. —L. apostrophé- Gr. apo- 
strophé turning away to one in particular, 
f. apostréphein, £. apó away, APO--|-stréphein 
turn (cf. STROPHE). Hence apo'strophizr. 
XVIII (Pope). 
apostrophe? opovstrofi fomission of a 
sound or letter; the sign ’ denoting this. 
XVII. ~ F. apostrophe or late L. apostrophus 
(also formerly used) - late Gr. apóstrophos 
mark of elision, sb. use (sc. prosdidid accent) 
of adj. ‘turned away’, f. apó away, APO--- 
stroph- (as in prec.); prop. of 3 sylls., but 
erron. assim. to prec. 
apothecary opo'pikori druggist, pharma- 
ceutical chemist. xiv. ME. apotecarie 
- OF. apotecaire, -icaire —late L. apothécarius 
store-keeper, f. apothéca — Gr. apothéké 
store-house, f. apotithénai put away; cf. 
BODEGA, THESIS, and see -ARY. Aphetic 
pot(h)ecary (X1v—mod. dial.). 


apotheosis opopiousis deification. XVII. 
~ecclL. apothedsis (Tertullian) - Gr. apo- 
thédsis, f. apotheoün deify, f. apó APO--F 
theotin make a god of, f. theds god (cf. THEO-). 
Formerly stressed apothe-osis, in dependence 
on the Gr. accent. Hence apotheosizz 
zpo-piósaiz, epopio'saiz deify. XVIII. 


appal opo] Tgrow or make pale xiv; dis- 
may XVi. — OF. apal(lyir, grow pale, lan- 
guish, waste away, be dismayed, also trans., 
f. a- AD--+ pdlir PALE’. 
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APPANAGE 


appanage «z'ponid3 provision made for 
younger children of princes, etc. ; accessory, 
adjunct xvii; dependency XIX, = (O)F. 
apanage, f. OF. apaner dower (a daughter) 
— Pr. apanar - medL. appánáre provide 
with means of subsistence, f. L. ad AP-4- 
panis bread (cf. PABULUM) ; see -AGE. 


apparatus zporertos equipment or me- 
chanical requisites ; materials for a process. 
XVH. (Somewhat earlier in anglicized form 
Tapparate, perh. after F. apparat.) 
apparátus, f. apparáre make ready, f. ad AP- 
-rparáre PREPARE. 


apparel əpæ'rəl tprepare, equip XIII; 
array, attire xiv. ME. aparaile-— OF. 
apareiller (mod. app-) == Pr. aparelhar, Sp. 
aparejar, Pg. apparelhar, It. apparecchiare 
:- Rom. *adpariculdre make equal or fit, f. 
ad ap-+*pariculum (F. pareil like, Pr. 
parelh, etc.), dim. of L. pdr equal. So 
apparel sb. tapparatus, equipment; attire. 
xiv. — OF. apareil (mod. app-), f. the above 
vb. Aphetic PARREL. 


apparent opto-rront, opa'ront manifest, 
obvious XIV (ayre aparant, Wycl.); seeming 
XVvil. ~OF. aparant, -ent (mod. apparent) 
—- L. appárent-, -éns, prp. of appárére AP- 
PEAR; see -ENT. 


apparition zporr[on action of appearing 
XV; something appearing xv; phantom, 
ghost xvir (Sh.). —- (O)F. apparition (in OF. 
the Epiphany) or L. appáritixn-) atten- 
dance, service, f. appárére spec. appear at a 
summons, attend ; see prec. and -ITION. 


apparitor opzaz'ritày Roman magistrate's 
servant; officer of a court; herald. xv 
(Henryson). - L. apparitor public servant 
(lictor, etc.), f. appdrére APPEAR; see -OR'. 


appeal apil fcharge, accuse; call to a higher 
tribunal for deliverance from the decision 
of a lower; call to a witness for testimony. 
XIV. ME, apele — OF. apeler (mod. appeler) 
call :— L. appellare accost, address, appeal 
to, impeach, f. ad ap--+pell- of pellere drive 
(see PULSE!). So appeal sb. x1. — OF. 
apel (mod. appel), f. ap(p)eler. 


appear opio: becomeor be visible or mani- 
fest XII1; seem to be xiv. ME. apere ~ aper- 
(as in il apert it appears), tonic stem of OF. 
apareir (— Pr. aparer) :- L. appdrére, f. ad 
AP---párere come into view. So appea'r- 
ANCE becoming visible; apparent form; 
seeming, semblance XIV; apparition XV; 
phenomenon xvi. ME. aparaunce - OF. 
aparance, aparence (mod. apparence) :- late 
L. appGrentia, f. prp. of appárére, assim. in 
form to the vb. 


appease oprz pacify, assuage. XVI. ME. 
apese - AN. apeser, OF. apaisier (mod. 
apaiser), f. a AD- + pais PEACE. Hence 
appea-SeMENT, XV. ~ OF. apaisement, 


appellant əpe'lənt adj. appealing xiv ; sb. 
one who appeals xv - (O)F. appellant, 
prp. of appeler APPEAL. So appellaTION 


APPLICABLE 


æpčlei' fən Tappeal; designation. xv. — (O)F. 
— L. The sequence of meanings was de- 
veloped in L. thus : address, appeal, naming, 
name, (gram.) substantive. appellarivE 
ope'lativ adj. designating a class xv; sb. 
descriptive name. XVI. — late L. (gram., 
pert. to a species). 
append ope:nd attach, xv (Sc.; in Eng. 
xvi). ~L. appendere, f. ad AP--- pendere 
hang (see PENDENT). Hence appe:ndacr. 
XVII. 
appendix ope:ndiks pl. -zces, -ixes sub- 
sidiary addition. xvi. — L. appendix (-ic-), 
f. appendere APPEND. Hence appendicitis 
opendisaitis inflammation of vermiform 
appendix of intestine. 1886. 
apperception  epoisepfen (philos.) the 
mind’s perception of itself. xvin. -F. 
aperception — modL. apperceptió (Leibnitz); 
see AD-, AP-, PERCEPTION. 
appertain zpoitern belong (in various 
applications). xiv (Ch.). Late ME. apertene 
— OF. apertenir (mod. appartenir), corr. to 
Pr. apertener, 1t. appartenere :- Rom. *ap- 
parteneve alteration of late L. appertinere, f. 
ad AP---pertinére PERTAIN. Cf. APPURTE- 
NANCE, 


appetence æ'pitəns longing desire. XVII. 
- F. appétence or L. appetentia, f. appetere ; 
see next and -ENCE. So a: ppetENT xv. 

appetite z'pitait desire, spec. for food. 
xiv (R. Mannyng). ME. apetyte — OF. apetit 
(mod. appétit) - L. appetitus, f. appetere 
seek after, f. ad AP--- petere seek (see PETI- 
TION). So appetizing stimulating the 
appetite. xvIII. —(O)F. appétissant, with 
ending assim. to -IZE, -ING?. 

applaud opl»d clap the hands in approval, 
express approval (of). xv. — L. applaudere, 
f. ad AP-3- plaudere clap (see PLAUDIT), partly 
after F. applaudir. So applause oplóz. 
xv. — L. applausus, f. applaus-, pp. stem 
of applaudere. 


apple æ'pl fruit of the apple-tree, Pyrus 
Malus. OE. æppel, corr. to OFris., OS., 
(M)Du. appel, OHG. apful (G. apfel), ON. 
epit (n.), Crim-Goth. apel :- CGerm. *aplu-, 
rel. to *ab(a)a-, *ablu-, repr. by Olr. ubull 
(Ir. ubhall), W. afal, afall apple(-tree), and 
*ob(0)I-, repr. bv OSI. ablüko, Lith. óbuolas 
apple, obels apple-tree, Lett. àbuols, OPruss. 
woble, Pol. jabtko. These point to a NEur. 
base *abl-, which has been plausibly con- 
nected with the It. place-name Abella, 
called malifera ‘apple-bearing’ by Virgil 
(‘7En.’ vil 740). With apple of the eye (in OE, 
simply appel) cf. Du. oogappel, G. augapfel. 
Q OE. apuldor apple-tree (corr. to OHG. 
apholtra, ON. apaldr) survives in the place- 
names Apperknowle, Apperley, Appledore, 
Appledram, Appuldurcomb (the ON. form 
appearing in Applegarth, repr. apaldgardr 
apple-orchard) 

applicable æ'plikəbl pliable xv1; capable 
of being applied xvit ; pertinent XIX. f. L. ap- 
plicdre APPLY-+ -ABLE; cf. F. applicable, It. 
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APPLIQUE 


applicabile. Superseded Tappliable (x1v) in 
all senses. So applica TioN. xiv (Trev.). 
— (O)F.- L.; tbe noun of action of APPLY. 


appliqué zeplikei applied ornament. XvIH. 
F., pp. of appliquer — L. applicare APPLY. 
apply oplai- bring into contact; devote, 
direct. XIV (Ch., Trev., Wyclif, Gower). 
- OF. aplier:-L. applicdre, f£. ad ap-+ 
plicáre fold (see PLY”). Hence appliance 
application, apparatus. xvi (Sh.). 
appoggiatura opo:d3lotjua:ro (mus.) grace- 
note prefixed to a principal note. XVIII. 
It., f. appoggiare cause to lean (cf. APPUI). 


appoint opornt fix by arrangement, pre- 
scribe, ordain; equip. xiv (Ch., Gower). 
— OF. apointer, f. à point to a point, into 
condition (see POINT). appoi-ntMENT T 
agreement; engagement; ordinance XV; 
equipment XVI. — OF. apormtement. 
apport zpo-t in spiritualism, thing pro- 
duced atja séance. XIX. f. AP--JLF-port of 
IMPORT. 

apportion opd-1fan assign proportionally. 
XVI. — (O)F. apportionner ; see AP-, PORTION. 
appose zpouz apply. xvi. Formed to 
repr. L. apponere; see APPOSITE and cf. 
pose}, @ Another vb. appose confront with 
objections or questions (current XIV—XVII), 
repr. aposer, var. of OF. oposer OPPOSE. 
Aphetic PosE?. 


apposite z'pozit well applied, aptly put. 
XVIL ~ l. appositus, pp. of appõnere apply, 
f. ad AP--Fpónere place (see POSITION). So 
Q@PPOSITION  zpozi'jon placing in close 
contact. xv (first in gram.). — F. appositton 
or late L. appositió(n-), f. apposit-, apponere. 
@ Apposition speech-day at St. Paul's School, 
London (xvi, Pepys), is another word, orig. 
an OF. var. of OPPOSITION used in the 
sense ‘public disputation’, ‘formal examina- 
tion by question and answer’; cf, prec. 


appraise oprerz fix a price for XV; esti- 
mate the amount or quality of xix. Altera- 
tion, by assim. to PRAISE, of arch. apprize, 
Tapprise — OF. aprisier, f. d AP--+ pris PRICE. 
Hence apprai’SAL XIx, apprai'SeMENT XVII. 
appreciate opri:fieit estimate duly ; esteem 
highly xvii ; raise or rise in value (orig. U.S.) 
xvul.f. pp.stem oflateL. appretidre seta price 
on, f. ad ap-+ pretium PRICE; see -ATE® and 
cf. (O)F. apprécier. (À rare appreciate pp. 
‘valued’ occurs in Sc. xvi.) Cf. APPRAISE. 
So appreciaA-TION estimation XVII (an iso- 
lated early instance occurs c. 1400 in sense 
‘recognition, notice’). = (O)F. — late L. ap- 
pre-:ciABLE (once XV), -ATIVE XIX; after F. 
apprehend æprihe'nd tlearn; flay hold 
of XIV; seize, arrest; recognize, under- 
stand; anticipate, esp. with fear. xvi. =F. 
appréhender or — L. apprehendere, f. ad AP- -4- 
prehendere seize (cf. PREHENSILE). The 
contr. L. form apprendere (whence F. 
apprendre learn, teach) is repr. in Eng. by 
a rare Tapprend (xvi-xvii). S0 apprehe-n- 
SION, apprehe-nsivE in corr, senses, from 





APPURTENANCE 








XIV. —- (partly through F.) late L. apprehen- 
si0(n-), medL. apprehensivus. 


apprentice apre-ntis learner of a craft. 
XIV; adj. or attrib. xv. = OF. aprentis 
(mod. apprenti), nom. of aprentif, f. aprendre 
learn (see prec.) 4- -tzs, -tif :- L. -ttvu-s (see 
-IVE). Aphetic PRENTICE. 

apprise oprarz inform. XVII. f. appris, 
fem. -ise, pp. of F. apprendre teach (causa- 
tive of the sense ‘learn’); see APPREHEND. 


apprize see APPRAISE. 
appro æ'prou abbrev. of APPROBATION. 


approach oprowt[ come near. xiv. - OF. 

aproch(ijer (mod. approcher) = Pr. aprop- 
char, Olt. approciare:—late L. (Vulg.) 
appropidre, f. ad ap-+propius nearer, 
compar. of prope near, nigh (cf. PRO- 
PINQUITY). Hence approach sb. xv. 


approbation eprdbei‘Jon fproof XIV; 
sanction, approval xv. —(O)F. approbation 
~ L. approbatid(n-), f. approbdre APPROVE; 
see -ATION. 


appropriate oprou-prieit make one's own, 

take to oneself. xv. f. appropriate -iat, 
pp. and adj. (xv), or pp. stem of late L. 
appropriåre (whence F. approprier), f. ad 
AP---proprius own, PROPER; superseded 
earlier tappropre, -ie XIV-XVIII (from F.); 
see -ATE®, Soappropria:TION. xiv. — (O)F. 
~ late L. 


approve! oprü:v  Tprove, demonstrate; 
sanction, commend. xiv. - OF. aprover 
(mod. approuver):- L. approbáre make 
good, assent to as good, f. ad AP-- probus 
just, good (cf. PROBE). The tonic stem 
appreuv- of the OF. vb. gave ME. appreve. 
Hence appro:val xvii (rare before xix); 
see -AL?; earlier syns. were tapproof (xv), 
Tapprovance (XV1), Tapprovement (xvi). 


approve? oprirv (leg.) make profit out of 
(land) by raising the rent. xv (but implied 
earlier in apprower, aprouer xiv, Ch.). 
Lawyer’s form (in xvir) of approue, var. of 
approwe- OF. apprower, appro(u)er, f. à 
AP- + pro, prow advantage, profit (see 
IMPROVE). 


approximate  opro:ksimot very near in 
position or nature xv (Chauliac); nearly 
exact XIX. — approximátus, pp. of late L. 
approximadre (Tertullian) draw near to, 
f. ad AP-d- Proximus very near, next, PROXI- 
MATE. Hence or directly f. approximát-, pp. 
stem (see -ATE?) appro:-ximate -eit vb. 
xv. approxima' TION. XV. 

appui zepwi: support. XVI. F., f. appuyer 
support, OF. apuyer (= It. appoggiare ; 
cf. APPOGGIATURA) :- Rom. *appodiare lean 
on, f. L. ad ap-+podium support — Gr. 
podion base , f. pod-, potis FOOT. 

appurtenance əpõ'ıtinəns adjunct, acces- 
sory. XIV (Ch., PPL). ~ AN. apurtenaunce, 
OF. apart-, apertenance (= Pr. apartenensa, 
It. appartenenza) += Rom. *appertinentia, f. 
late L. appertinēre APPERTAIN ; see -ANCE. The 
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APRICOT 


second vowel has been variously rendered 
a, €, 0, u. So appurtenant belonging, 
appertaining. XIV (Gower, Ch). - OF. 
apartenant, prp. of apartenir APPERTAIN. 


apricot ei'prikot (stone-fruit of) tree allied 
to the plum, Prunus armeniaca. xvi. 
Earliest forms abrecock, apricock, pl. ab-, 
aprecox — Pg. albricoque or Sp. albaricoque 
(cf. It. albercocco, albicocco, dial. barkokka, 
berikokla) — Arab. al-barqüq, -birqüq, i.e. al 
AL-?, birqüq — late Gr. praikókion (Diosco- 
rides), Byz. Gr. berikokkon — L. preecoquum, 
-cocum, n. (sc. malum) of var. of precox 
early-ripe (see PRECOCIOUS) ; this naine suc- 
ceeded to the earlier L. prünum or malum 
Armeniacum ‘Armenian plum or apple’. 
The later Eng. forms show assim. to F. 
abricot (whence Sc. abrico xvi), and subse- 
quent alteration of abr- to apr-, perh. by 
connecting the name with L. apricus sunny 
(cf. Minsheu's baseless etym. in apricō 
coctus ripened in a sunny place). 


April erpril fourth month of the year. 
XIV (Ch.). - L. Aprilis prop. adj. (sc. mensis 
month), whence (O)F. avril (= Pr., Sp. 
abril, It. aprile, Rum. prier), which was 
adopted earlier in Eng. averi/ x111 (RGlouc.), 
a form continuing long in Sc. 


apron erpron outer garment covering the 
front of the body. xvi (Coverdale, Gen. 
iii 7). Evolved by misdivision of a napron 
as an apron (cf. ADDER, AUGER, UMPIRE); 
ME. napron, -(o)un (x1v)- OF. naperon 
(mod. napperon), f. nape, nappe table-cloth 
(cf. NAPERY, NAPKIN) += L. mappa napkin 
(see MAP). @ For Rom. initial n repr. L. m 
cf. F. nmatte:- L. matta, F. nèfle := L. 
mespilus. 


apropos zpropou- to the point or purpose. 
xvil (Dryden). — F. à propos, i.e. à to (Ap), 
propos plan, purpose (L. própositum, sb. use 
of n. pp. of proponere PROPOSE). 


apse zps arched or domed recess in a 
church, etc. xIx. = L. apsis, absis — Gr. apsis, 
var. of hapsis fastening, felloe, wheel, arch, 
vault, perh. f. háptein join, fit. The L.-Gr. 
form a'psis was used earlier in this sense, 
and in astron. (apogee or perigee, aphelion 
or perihelion). xvi. Hence apsidar! 
z-psidol. xix. f. L. apsid-, apsis. 


apt æpt suited, fitted for xiv (Trev.); 
suited to its purpose; ready to learn xvi. 
—- L. aptus, pp. of apere fasten, attach (cf. 
ADAPT, ADEPT, INEPT, COPULA), pt. *épi, 
repr. by coépi, cepi I begin, began, rel. to 
Vedic pf. dpa, aor. dpat (has) reached, 
obtained, Skr. dpnott reaches, attains. So 
a‘ptiTuDE. xv. - (O)F. -late L..; cf. ATTITUDE. 


apteryx z'ptorihs N.Z. bird, the kiwi, 
having rudimentary wings. xiX. modL., 
f. Gr. a- A-*--ptérux wing (cf. pterón, rel. to 
FEATHER). 

aqua z'kwo L. aqua water (rel. to OE. ea; 
see ISLAND) occurring in certain much-used 
phr.: aqua fortis ‘strong water’, nitric 


ARAB 


acid xv; aqua regia ri-d3ia ‘royal water’, 
mixture of nitric and hydrochloric acids, 
which dissolves the ‘noble metals’, gold and 
platinum xvii (Jonson); aqua vitz vaiti 
‘water of life’ (cf. wHisky) ardent spirits, 
spec. brandy (F. eau-de-vie) xv (sometimes 
semi-anglicized as aqwavyte, -wyte, aqwo- 
wyte). 
aquamarine æ'kwəməri'n —bluish-green 
(beryl). xıx. — L. aqua marīna sea-water, 
whence also F. (also formerly in Eng. use) 
aigue-marine, i.e. aigue t= L. aqua, marina, 
fem. of marinus; see AQUA, MARINE. 
aquarelle zkwore painting with Indian 
ink and thin water-colours. xix. F.- It. 
acquerella water-colour, f. acqua :- L. aqua 
water. 


aquarium okwezo'riom tank for live aquatic 
animals and plants. xix. sb. use of n. sg. of 
L. aquárius (see next), after VIVARIUM. 
Q L. aqudrium meant ‘watering-place for 
cattle’. 

Aquarius okweos'rias zodiacal constella- 
tion. XIV. L., water-carrier, sb. use of 
aquarius of water, f. aqua water; see -ARY. 

aquatic okwa-tik twatery xv (Caxton); 
living in water xvi. — (O)F. aquatique or 
L. aquaticus (varying with aquátilis, whence 
Ta:quatile XVi1) ; see AQUA, -ATIC. 

aquatint z'kwotint, also aquati nta en- 
graving on copper with nitric acid. xvirir. 
— F. aquatinte, It. acquatinta, repr. L. aqua 
water, tinta dyed (see TINT). 


aqueduct æ'kwidakt conduit for water. 
XVI. = L. aquæductus, i.e. aqux, g. of aqua, 
ductus conveyance (see DUCT). Cf. F. 
aqueduc (xvi), Taqueduct (XVI-XVII), perh. 
the immed. source. 


aqueous eikwios watery. XVII. f. L. aqua 
water+-EOUS as if modelled on L. *aqueus 
(like terreus, f. terra earth); perh. suggested 
by the form of F. aqueux (- L. aquosus). 

aquiline z-kwilain eagle-like, hooked. xvirt. 
— L. aquilinus, f. aquila EAGLE, prob. after 
F. aquilin; see -INE!. 

ar- assim. form of AD- before r; cf. AC-. 


-ar oi repr. L. -áris belonging to, of the 
kind or form of, as in dldris ALAR, globuldris 
GLOBULAR, l4ünáris LUNAR, stelláris STELLAR, 
f. ála wing, etc. ; synon. with -AL!, but re- 
placing it after an [-stem. 'l'he regular F. 
descendant of L. -dri- is -ier (AN. -er), 
whence -er in Eng. adoptions, which was 
often assim. to L. with -ar; e.g. L. scholaris, 
AN. escoler, ME. scoler, later scholar. 
Learned F. formations have -aire, e.g. 
angulaire ANGULAR, militaire MILITARY. In 
beggar, burglar, liar, pedlar, -ER! has been 
assim. to this suffix. 

Arab z'rob one of a branch of the Semitic 
race xIv (Trev.); (from the nomadic charac- 
ter of the Arabs) wandering child of the 
streets XIx. = F. rabe (= Sp., It. Arabo, 
etc.) - L. Zrab-s — Gr. A'raps, Arab- —- Arab. 
‘arab. Arabian oreibion. xiv (first as sb. 
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ARABESQUE 


arabiens, Ch.). f. OF. arabi (see below) or 
L. Arabus or Arabius - Gr. Ardbios (Hero- 
dotus) Arabic z-robik. xiv (first as sb., 
Ch.) -(O)F. arabique, tarabic - L. Ara- 
bicus - Gr. Arabikós. Gum arabic (c. 1400), 
OF. gomme arabic, etc., exudation of an 
African species of acacia. Araby z:rabi 
TArab horse xit; tnative of Arabia, Arab; 
Tadj. Arabian, Arabic xv. - OF. ar(r)abi, 
prob. = Arab. ‘arabi, adj. of ‘arab. € As the 
name of the country Araby is a different word 
= (O)F. Arabie - L. Arabia - Gr. Arabía. 


arabesque zrobe:ssk Arabian or Moorish 
in design; sb. such a design or style. XVIII. 
~ F. arabesque — It. arabesco, f. arabo ARAB; 
see -ESQUE. Q fT Rebesk is used by Cotgr. 1611 
in defining arabesque; cf. It. frabesco, Florio. 


arabis z'robis genus of crucifers. XVIII. 
— medL. arabis — Gr. arabis (Dioscorides), 
sb. use of fem, of Araps Arabian. 


arable æ rəbl fit for tillage. xv (M. Game). 
-(O)F. arable or L. arabilis, f. arare 
plough; see EAR® and -ABLE. 


arachnid osrz‘knid (zool.) any of the class 
comprising spiders, scorpions, and mites. 
XIX. - F. arachnide or modL. arachnida, 
n. pl. f. Gr. ardkhné spider ; see -ID. 


Aramaic zromeiik pert. to the northern 
Semitic languages. xix. f. Gr. Aramaios, 
f. Aram, Heb. name of Syria; see -Ic. Also 
Arame:an. xix. f. L. Aramzus. Formerly 
Aramites language (xv1), Aramitish (xvii). 


araucaria crókeo:rio genus of lofty coni- 
ferous trees (esp. monkey-puzzle). XIX. 
modL., fem. sg. (sc. arbor tree) f. Arauco 
name of a province of Chile; cf. -ARY. 


arbalest a-xboalest cross-bow. xi. ME. 
arblast, arbelest, later alblast, and (with assim. 
to arrow) arwe-blast, arowblast, ar(e)blast 
— OF. arbaleste, arbeleste (mod. arbaléte) — 
Pr. arbalesta, albaresta :- late L. arcuballista, 
f. arcus bow, ARC-+BALLISTA. 


arbiter a-ibitoz judge, umpire. xv. -L. 
arbiter (whence F. arbitre). So a:rbitracE 
arbitration, arbitrament xv (Caxton); (from 
modF. arbitrāz, and so usu. pronounced) 
traffic in bills of exchange or stocks xix. 
— F., f. arbitrer (whence Tarbitre xv-xv1, an 
earlier syn. of arbitrate). arbi-traMeENT, 
-ement tfree choice XIV; decision XV. 
— OF. arbitrement - medL. arbitrámentum, 
f. L. arbitrári. a:rbitranv Tat one’s dis- 
cretion; (leg.) pert. to the discretion of 
an authorized arbitrator xv; depending on 
mere opinion or uncontrolled power xvii. 
— L. arbitrárius, perh. after F. arbitraire. 
a'rbitrate give an authoritative decision, 
act as formal arbitrator XVI. f. pp. stem of 
L. arbitrdri examine, give judgement, 
f. arbiter; see -ATE?. arbitra‘TION. XIV. 
-(O)F. -L. a:rbitraron. xiv. - late L. 


arbor! à:ubor main beam of a machine; 
axle of wheel in clocks. xvii. = F. arbre 
tree, principal axis ; assim. in sp. to L. arbor. 


ARCH- 


arbor? 4:1bd3 L., ‘tree’, attrib. in (U.S.) Ar- 
bor Day day set apart for planting trees. XIX. 


arboreal àijbo'riol pert. to trees. xvir. f. 
L. arboreus, f. arbor tree; -AU. Also ar- 
bo:rEous xvi, a:rborous xvi (Milton), 
arbore’scENT tree-like xvir (Grew). So 
ar-boricu:LTURE. 


arbour  àbo:r plot of grass, flower- 
garden, fruit-garden ; Ttrees on trellis work ; 
bower of which the side and roof consist of 
trees. XIV. orig. erber- AN. erber, OF. 
erbier (early vars. have h-; mod. herbier 
bank of herbage, grass-shed, herbarium, 
herbal) f. erbe nHERBd--2ev :- L. -ARIUM. 
Normal phonetic change gave (h)arber, 
(h)arbour, and the prevalence of the sp. arbour 
was furthered by assoc. with L. arbor tree. 


arbutus  aibjü'tos, a:ibjutos strawberry- 
tree, Arbutus Unedo. xvr. L. Also angli- 
cized a-rbute (xv1). 


arc àüik part of a circle. xiv (earliest form 
ark, the present latinized sp. dating from 
xvi). -(O)F. arc :- L. arcu-s bow, arch, 
curve, prob. rel. to ARROW. 

arcade  àikerd arched passage. XVIII 
(earlier in spurious Sp. form arcado, Evelyn). 
— F. arcade — Pr. arcada or lt. arcata, f. 
Rom. *arca ARCH! ; see -ADE. 


Arcadian àikerdion. xvr. f. L. Arcadius, 
f. Gr. Arkadíá mountainous district in the 
Peloponnesus, taken as the ideal region of 
rural contentment ; see -IAN. 


arcana  aikerno (rarely sg. arcanum) 
mysterious secrets. XVI. = L., n. pl. (secret 
decrees or rites) of arcãnus hidden, secret, f. 
arca chest, ARK ; see -AN. 


arch! 4itf tarc xiv (Ch.); curved over- 
hanging structure XIV. — (O)F. arche = 
Pr. arca :- Rom. *arca n. pl. taken as 
fem. sg., f. L. arcus ARC. Court of Arches 
ecclesiastical court of appeal formerly held 
at the church of St. Mary-le-Bow, London 
(Sancta Maria de Arcubus ‘of the Arches’, 
so named from the arches supporting the 
steeple). Hence arch vb. furnish with an 
arch XV; curve XVII. 


arch? a4it{ chief, pre-eminent xv1; (passing, 
through arch impostor, rogue, thief, etc. into) 
cunning, crafty, waggish xvir. The prefix 
ARCH- used independently as adj. 


arch- aistf (but a4zk in archangel) repr. ult. 
Gr. arkh(i)- chief, comb. form f. base of 
arkhós chief, drkhein begin, take the lead, 
arkhé beginning, rule, as in arkhdggelos 
archangel, arkhididkonos archdeacon, arkhi- 
episkopos archbishop, whence L. archangelus, 
archididconus, archiepiscopus, OF. arcth)- 
angele, arc(h)ediacre, arc(h)evesque. In OE. 
at first tr. by héah HIGH, as héahengel, but 
later adopted from L. as xrée-, arée-, erée-, 
as in zréebiséop, etc. The OE. forms gave 
ME. erche-, arche-, the latter coinciding 
with OF. arche-. From such comps. the 
prefix was generalized, and freely used in 
the senses ‘chief’, ‘principal’, ‘pre-eminent 
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in his or its kind’, ‘extreme, out-and-out’ 
(cf. ARCH? and the use of F. archi-, It. arci-, 
as in archifou extremely mad, arcibenissime 
extremely well), occas. ‘first in time, 
original’. Cf. ARCHI-. 


-arch, repr. Gr. -arkhos ruling, rel. to arkhé 
(see prec.), as in ménarkhos MONARCH, 
tétrarkhos TETRARCH. ‘The corr. abstract 
sbs. end in -ARCHY. 

archeology 4uikia‘led3i ancient history, 
antiquities XVII ; study of prehistoric matters 
XIX. - modL. archaologia — Gr. arkhaio- 
logíd, f. arkhatos ; see ARCHIVES, -LOGY. 


archaic  arkerik old-fashioned, (of lan- 
guage) belonging to an earlier period but 
retained or revived in individual or special 
use. XIX. — F. archaïque — Gr. arkhaikoós, f. 
arkhaios; cf. prec. and see -1c. So a:rcha- 
ISM. XVI. -modL.  archaismus — Gr. 
arkhaismoós, f. archaizein. 


archangel a-tkeind3ol (repl. OE. héah- 
engel). xu. — AN. archangele — ecclL. arch- 
angelus - ecclGr. (LXX) arkhdggelos; see 
ARCH-, ANGEL. 

archer 4-itfarx bowman. xii (RGlouc.). 
—- AN. archer, OF. archier (mod. archer) :- 
Rom. *arcarius, f. L. arcus bow, ARC; see 
-ER*, So archery. xiv. - OF. 


archetype 4:akitaip original pattern. XVII 
(earlier in L. form; Bacon has arch-tipe). 
~L. archetypum = Gr. arkhétupon, sb. use 
of n. of adj. ‘first moulded as a model’, f. 
arkhe- (var. of arkhi-)-+-ttipos model, TYPE. 
Cf. F. archétype (OF. arquetipe). 

archi- aki repr. L. archi-, Gr. arkhi-, 
rel. to arkhé beginning, reign, drkhein begin, 
reign, drkhos guide, head (sometimes 
through F. archi- ar{z, or Ít. arci- art[?, but 
pronounced nevertheless with k); some 
adjs. with this prefix have corr. sbs. with 
ARCH-, e.g. archidiaconal (xv), archdeacon 
(OE.). 

archil var. of ORCHIL. 

archimandrite askime:ndrait (Gr. Ch.) 
superior of a monastery. xvii. — F. archi- 
mandrite or ecclL. archimandrita —- ecclGr. 
arkhimandrités, f. arkhi- ARCH1- -- mádndrá 
enclosure, stable, (eccl.) monastery (cf. Skr. 
mandurd stable); see -ITE. 

archipelago aikipe-logou Ægean Sea; sea 
with numerous islands, group of many 
islands. xvi. = It. arcipelago (xiii), f. Gr. 
arkhi- ARCHI- + pélagos sea (cf. PELAGIC); 
medL. archipelagus was frequent in Eng. 
XVI-XVII; forms modelled on F. farchi- 
pélague (now archipel) occas. occur. @ It is 
possible that the It. word was an alteration 
of It. Egeopelago /Egean Sea. 

architect a'ikitekt designer of buildings. 
XVI. ~ F. architecte = It. architetto, or their 
source, L. architectus - Gr. arkhitékton, f. 
arkhi- ARCHI- + téktón builder, craftsman, 
rel. to tékhné (cf. TECHNICAL). So a:rchi- 
tecto-nic pert. to building. xvir. = L. = Gr. 
a'rchitecture art of building. xvi. ~F. 
architecture or L. architectüra, £. architectus. 


architrave ā'ıkitreiv (archit.) lowest divi- 
sion of an entablature xv1; (coll.) parts sur- 
rounding a doorway or window xvu. — F. 
architrave = It. architrave, f. archi- ARCHI--+ 
trave :— L. trabe-, trabs beam. 


archives à:1kaivz (rarely sing.) repository 
of public records; the records themselves. 
XVI., -—- FL. archives - L. archivca, archia — 
(with v as in OLIVE) Gr. arkhefa magisterial 
residence, public office, n. pl. of adj. arkhefos 
governmental, f. arkhé government. So 
archivist. XVIIL. ~F. 


archivolt ārkivoult under-curve of an 

arch. XVIII. — F. archivolte or It. archivolto 
(whence medL. archivoltum), f. arco = L. 
arcu-$ ARC-l- volto, pp. of Tvolvere, volgere 
turn (cf. VAULT). 


archon a‘ikon chief magistrate in ancient 
Athens. xvii. — Gr. érkhoón ruler, sb. use 
of prp. of árkhein rule (cf. ARCH-). 


earchy 41ki terminal el. of abstract nouns 
corr. to words in -ARCH, repr. Gr. -arkhid 
sovereignty, rule, rel. to ARCH-, ARCHI- ; e.g. 
monarchy, tetrarchy. 


Arctic 4-aktik pert. to the north pole. xiv. 
Earliest forms artik, -ic(k)- OF. artique 
— L. ar(c)ticus — Gr. arkttkós, f. drktos bear, 
the Great Bear, pole-star ; from xvii refash. 
after L. arct- ; see -1C. €| Gr. drRtos is rel. to 
L. ursus; cf. URSINE. 


Arcturus 4zsktjuo‘ros the brightest star of 
the constellation Bootes. xiv. L.-—Gr. 
arktotiros, {. árktos (see prec.) + oiiros 
guardian; so called from its situation at 
the tail of the Great Bear. 


arcuation 4skjuei-fan arching. xvi. — F. 
arcuation ot L. arcuátio(n-), f. arcuáre curve, 
f. arcus ARC ; see -ATION. 


-ard ord suffix repr. (O)F. -ard, t-art = It. 
-ardo, etc. - OHG. -Aart, being the adj. hart 
bold, hardy, HARD, often forming part of per- 
sonal names, as OHG. Reginhart REYNARD; 
in MHG. and Du. a formative of common 
nouns, gen. pejorative; in Eng. orig. in 
adoptions of F. sbs., as bastard, coward, 
haggard, mallard; the depreciatory sense of 
some of these led to its being used to form 
similar words on various stems, as dastard, 
dotard, drunkard, dullard, laggard, niggard, 
sluggard, stinkard, wizard; in names of 
things it is sometimes augm. or of vague im- 
port, as billiard, bollard, placard, pontard, 
standard. @ In several words it conceals 
endings of a different origin, as bustard, 
custard, hazard, leopard, steward, tankard. 


ardent à'idont burning (lit. and fig.). xiv 
(ardaunt, Ch.). — OF. ardant (mod. ardent) 
— L. drdent-, -éns, prp. of àrdére burn, f. 
Gridus ARID; see -ANT, -ENT. So a:rdoun?, 
U.S. ardor fierce heat. xiv (Ch.). - OF. 
ardour (mod. ardeur) t- L. ürdórem, -or, f. 
ardére. Cf. ARSON. 


arduous 4-1djuss difficult, laborious XVI; 
(arch.) lofty, steep xvii. f. L. arduus high, 
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steep, rel. to Gaulish *arduo- in Arduenna 
silva the Ardennes, Olr. ard high, big, ON. 
ordugr steep, Av. aradwa- high, and further 
to Gr. orthós (Doric borthdés :— *rorthgos), 
Skr. urdhvds upright, vdrdhate cause to 
grow; cf. ORTHO- and see -UOUS. 


are! 41 French unit of superficial measure- 
ment. XIX. F.- L. área AREA. 


are? är see BE. 


area saris clear open space; superficial 
extent XVI; enclosed court xvii. — L. area 
vacant piece of level ground, threshing- 
floor. So areola (anat.) ori:ólo small area 
XVII; See -OLE. 


areca zaz'riko tree and fruit of a genus of 
palms. xvi. Early forms arreca, ar(e)cha, 
arrequa, arracca, arec — Pg. areca ~ Malaya- 
lam ddekka = Canarese ddtke, 'Tamilddaikay, 
f. adai denoting close arrangement of the 
cluster-+ kay nut, fruit. ` 


arena ori‘no centre of an amphitheatre. 
XVII; scene of conflict or strong action XVIII. 
-L. aréna, prop. haréna (Sabine fasénd) 
sand, sandy place, spec. sand-strewn place 
of combat. So arena‘CEOUS zrinei*Jas. XVII. 
f. L. aréndceus. 


aréte arei't sharp ridge. xIx. F., fish- 
bone, sharp edge or ridge :- L. arista ear 
of corn, fish-bone or spine. Cf. ARRIS. 


argand  augend lamp with cylindrical 

wick (and gas-burner). xvin. f. name of 
the inventor, Aimé Argand (1755—1803), of 
Geneva. 


argent à-dzont silver; (her) white. xv. 
— (O)F. argent — L. argentum silver, f. IE. 
base *arg- be white or bright (cf. Olr. 
a(i)rget, Arm. arcat', Skr. rajatám silver ; Gr. 
drguros silver; Gr. argés, argós shining, 
bright, Skr. drjunas white; and see ARGIL- 
LACEOUS, ARGUE). 


argillaceous 4id3ilei-fas clayey. XVIII. 
f. L. argilldceus, f. argilla- Gr. drgillos clay, 
f. argés; see prec. and -ACEOUS, 


argle à'gl (dial. dispute, bandy words. 
XVI. prob. alteration of ARGUE, with -le as 
in haggle. Also in jingling comp. a:rgle- 
ba:rgle. 


argol 4-1gol tartar deposited from wines. 
xiv (argoile, Ch.). — AN. argoil, of unkn. 
origin. 

argon 4-1gon (chem.) inert gas of the 
atmosphere. XIX. — Gr. argón, n. of argós 
idle, inert, for aergós, £. a- A-*-]-érgon WORK. 


argosy á'1gosi large merchant vessel. xvi. 
Earliest forms ragusye, argose, argosea, 
arguze — It. ragusea, fem. adj. used sb. (sc. 
nave or caracca) vessel or carrack of Ragusa, 
a port of Sicily, the name of which occurs 
XVI in an Eng. context as Aragouse (attrib. 
in Arag(o)usey shippes). 


argot 4-1gou cant, slang. xix. F., of unkn. 
origin. 


argue a'igju debate, discuss; Tbring evi- 
dence against; Tprove. xiv. —(O)F. arguer 
cL. argütüre, frequent. of arguere make 
clear, prove, assert, accuse, f. base *arg- 
(see ARGENT). So a:rgurv xvii (Smollett), 
2a'FgUMENT XIV (Seven Sages, Ch.). - (O)F. 
argument, L.argümentum. argumenta: TION. 
(xv, Pecock). - F.- L. 


Argus ā'ıgəs mythological person with a 
hundred eyes; vigilant guardian xiv ; genus 
of pheasants XVIII. L. = Gr. Argós: used as 
adj. in sense ‘vigilant’ in Argus eyes (XVI), 
Argus-eyed (Ch.). 


argute ārgjū't sharp, keen. xv. -L. ar- 
gutus, pp. of arguere make clear (see ARGUE). 


aria à'rio, zo'rio (mus.). XVIII. It.; see ATR. 


Arian esorion (adherent) of Arius (iv), a 
presbyter of Alexandria, who denied the 
consubstantiality of Jesus Christ with God 
the Father. xiv. — ecclL. Ariánus, f. Arius, 
Arius ~ Gr. ’Arios, Areios. 


earian ca'rien suffix f. L. -drius -ARY+ -AN, 
first appearing in late xvi in disciplinarian, 
quinquagenarian, later (xv11) becoming com- 
mon in designations of religious bodies and 
their tenets, e.g. millenarian, predestinarian, 
sectarian, Trinitarian, Unitarian, on the ana- 
logy of which were formed humanitarian, 
necessitarian, parliamentarian, utilitarian, 
and joc. anythingarian, nothingarian (XVII1). 

arid zrid dry. xvi. -F. aride or L. 
ãridus, f. árére be dxy or parched, perh. rel. 
to ASH”; cf. ARDENT and see -1p. So aridrry 
eriditi. xvi. - F. or L. 


ariel z»riol. xix. - Arab. aryil (var. of 
ayyil stag), applied in Syria to the gazelle. 

Aries co-riiz zodiacal constellation. XIV 
(Ch., Gower). L., ‘ram’. 

aright orai-t (arch.) rightly. OE. on riht, 
ariht, i.e. ON, A-", rit RIGHT}. 

-arious co'rios comp. adj. suffix based on 
L. -áris -AR, or -árius -ARY 4- -OUS. 

arise orarz gen. superseded by rise, exc. 
in sense ‘come into existence, originate’. 
OE. dGrisan (Nhb. arrisa) = OS. Grisan, 
OHG. ur-, ar-, irrisan, Goth. us-, urreisan; 
see A-?, RISE. 


aristocracy æristə'krəsi government by 
*the best' citizens; political supremacy of a 
privileged order xv1; patrician order, nobles 
xvit. = (O)F. aristocratie - (through medL. 
translations of Aristotle) Gr. aristokratíà 
(Plato, Aristotle), f. dristos best. So aristo- 
CRAT z'ristókrzet, oris- member of an 
aristocracy. XVIII. — F. aristocrate (a word 
of the French Revolution). aristocratic 
ge:ristókrae-tik XVII, -ICAL xvI. ~(O)F. aristo- 
cratique—- Gr. aristokratikós. See -CRACY, etc. 
arithmetic ori-pmitik science of numbers. 
xu. Earliest forms arsmetike, -metrike, 
arismetrik — OF. arismetique - Rom. *arts- 
metica (so Pr., OSp.), for L. arithmétika 
= Gr. arithmétiké (sc. tékhné art) ‘art of 
counting’, f. arithmein count, reckon, f. 
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arithmós number ; assoc. with L. ars metrica 
‘measuring art’ led to forms of the type 
ar(t)smetrik, which were later (xvi) con- 
formed, through the stage arithmetrik, to the 
orig. L. and Gr. So arithmeticaL zrip- 
me‘tikal, xvi. f. L. arithméticus, Gr. arith- 
métikós. arithmetr.ciAN. XVI. -F. 
arithméticien. 


-arium ca'riom L.n. sg. of -drius -ARIOUS, - 


-ARY, in sb. uses of adjs., e.g. auctarium, 
frigidarium, honorarium, sacrarium, and the 
group aguarium, herbarium, vivarium. 


ark aik tchest, coffer; floating vessel built 
by Noah (Gen. vi 14—16). OE. zrc (earc), 
corr. to OFris. erke, OHG. archa (G. arche), 
ON. ork, ark-, Goth. arka; CGerm. = L. 
arca (whence also F. arche, which was 
adopted in Eng. and current XIII-XVI), rel, 
to L. arx citadel, arcēre enclose, ward off. 


arm! àim upper limb of the body. OE. 
arm (earm) — OFris. arm, erm, OS., OHG. 
(Du., G.) arm, ON. armr, Goth. arms :- 
CGerm. *armaz (whence Finn. armas). 
Like several other names of parts of the 
body, e.g. eye, foot, heart, knee, nail, tooth, 
common to a large area of the IE. stock; 
cf. L. armus, OS1. ramo, OPruss. irmo, Av. 
arama-, Pers. arm, Skr. irmds, all meaning 
‘shoulder’ or ‘arm’; f. base *ar- fit, join 
(cf. ART, ARTICLE). 

arm? àim (pl. weapons for fighting XIII; 
employment of these; heraldic insignia xiv ; 
sg. (after F. arme) any kind of troops, e.g. 
infantry XVHI. —- (O)F. armes — Pr. armas, 
fem. pl., Sp., It. arme, Rum. armd, repr. L. 
arma n, pl. (no sg.), f. base *ar- fit, join (see 
prec.). So arm vb. furnish with arms. XIII. 
—(O)F. armer — Pr., etc. armar :- L. ar- 
máre, f. arma. 


armada àaimerdo, -à:do fleet of ships of 
war. XVI. Early forms armado (see -ADO), 
armada, and -ade, -ata = Sp. armada s= Rom. 
armáta ARMY. 


armadillo aimodilou S. Amer. burrow- 
ing animal with a body cased in bony 
armour. XVI. -Sp. armadillo, dim. of 
armado armed man :- L. armátu-s, pp. of 
armáre (see ARM?). 


Armageddon àimoge:don place of the last 
decisive battle at the Day of Judgement (see 
Rev. xvi 16 A.V.; R.V. Harmagedon); 
(allusively) any final conflict on a grand 
scale xix (Shelley). 'l'aken to be the Gr. 
equivalent of Heb. har megiddón mountain 
region of Megiddo, which had been a site 
of great battles (e.g. Judges iv 6, etc.). 


armament à:momont force equipped for 
war XVII; military equipment xvin. -L. 
armamentum, class. only pl., f. armdre; see 
ARM?, -MENT, and cf. F. armement. 


armature à'motjuo1 farms, armour xv; 
piece of iron placed in contact with the 
poles of a magnet, which preserves and 
increases the magnetic power XVIIL. =F. 
armature - L. armátüra, f. pp. stem of 
armáre, see ARM?, -URE, 


ARNICA 


Armenian àiminion pert. to Armenia, a 
country east of Asia Minor, the inhabitants 
of which use a language of the IE. group. 
xvi. f. L. Armenia, Gr. Armenia, f. OPers. 
Armina (the Armenian name is Hayasdan or 
Hayq); see -IAN. 


armiger àá:midgor esquire. xvi. -L. 
armiger bearing arms, f. arma ARM?---ger, 
gerére bear, carry (cf. -GEROUS, GERUND). 


armillary à:milori, áimi:dori formed with 
(metal) rings or hoops. xvii (a. sphere). f. 
modL. armillàris, f. armilla bracelet, hoop, 
dim. f. armus shoulder; see ARM!, -ARY. 


Arminian àimrnion. XVII f. Arminius, 
latinized form of the surname of Jakob 
Hermanns or Harmensen, Du. Protestant 
theologian (d. 1609) ; see -IAN. 


armistice à'1mistis cessation of fighting. 
XVII. = F. armistice or modL. armistitium, 
f. arma arms (ARM?)+-stitium stoppage, 
after L. jüstitium cessation of legal business 
(for the formation cf. INTERSTICE, SOLSTICE). 


Armorican àrimo'rikon pert. to Brittany. 
xv. f. medL. Armoricus (in Cæsar Armoricz 
northern provinces of Gaul), f. Gaulish 
Aremorici ‘people living by the sea’, f. are- 
(= L. pre in front of)-+ mor sea (rel. to L. 
mare); see ~IC, -AN. 


armory  àá'umori heraldry. xv. —-(O)F. 
armoirie, f. armoier (- It. armeggiare) 
blazon, f. arme ARM?; see -y?. Hence 


armoriAL 4imd‘riol heraldic. xvi; cf. F. 
armorial (XVII). 


armour, U.S. -or 4:1moa defensive covering 
(also foffensive arms) used in fighting. XIII 
(RGlouc.) - (O)F. armure, earlier arméure 
:- L. armdtira ARMATURE. The present 
form shows assim. to words of a different 
type, ending in -OUR. 


armoury aàumori Tarmour xiv (R. Man- 

nyng); place for keeping arms XVI. prob. 
orig. = OF. armoirie ARMORY, with assim. 
to ARMOUR (cf. the early forms armurie, 
armery); see -¥?. 


army àumi Tarmed expedition xiv (Ch.); 
armed force; (transf. and fig.) host xv; 
(coll) organized military forces of a state 
XVII. ~(O)F. armée = Pr., Sp. armada (cf. 
ARMADA), It. armata :- Rom. armáta (x), 
sb. use of pp. fem. of armáre ARM in the 
senses ‘armed force’, ‘army’, ‘navy’, ‘fleet’; 
see -¥°, 


arnaout àinautt Albanian soldier, esp. in 
the Turkish army. xix. —- Turk. - medGr. 
Arbanétes, var. of Albanétes, £. Albania; 
see ALBANIAN, 


arnica 4-inikoa genus of composite plants; 
medicine prepared therefrom. XVIII. 
-modL., of unkn. origin, but conjectured 
to be an alteration of modL. ptarmica — Gr. 
ptarmiké sneezewort, sb. use of fem. of 
ptarmikós causing to sneeze, f. ptárein 
sneeze, 
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AROMA 


aroma orou'mo spicy odour, sweet smell. 
xvi. — L. aréma — Gr. dréma (-at-). There 
was an earlier taromat (xIII~xvi1) spice(s) 
- OF. aromat (mod. -ate) — L.. pl. arémata. 
SO RFONIGHE zrómae'tik. xiv. —- F. - late L. 
- Gr. 


around oraund adv. and prep. in a circle 
(about), along the circuit (of). xiv. Not fre- 
quent before xvi; prob. of mixed origin; 
in earliest use perh. after OF. à la reonde 
round about, lit. ‘in the round’ (fem.); later 
f. A-1-FROUND ; cf. F. en rond in a circle, 
au rond de round about (xvi). 


arouse orawz stir up. XVI (Sh.). f. A-?4- 
ROUSE, after vise, arise, wake, awake. 


a-row orou' Tin succession; (dial) in a 
row. XtII. ME. onora rae ot vewe, areawe, 
repr. OE. on ger&we; later arowe; see A-!, 
ROW!, 


arpeggio ürpe:dziou (mus.) notes of a 
chord played in rapid succession. XVIII. 
It., f. arpeggiare play on the harp, f. arpa 
HARP. 


arquebus see HARQUEBUS. 


arrack z'rok Eastern name for native 

spirituous liquor. xvii. Like F. arak, 
tarach, Sp. arac, etc. derived from forms 
in Indian vernaculars, which are ult. = Arab. 
‘araq sweat, juice, esp. in ‘araq at-tamr (fer- 
mented) juice of the date. Aphetic rack 
(XVII). 


arrah era Anglo-Ir. int. expressing 
emotion. XVIII (Farquhar). = Ir. ara. 


arraign orei‘n Tcall to account ; indict xiv. 
— AN. arainer, areiner, OF. arais-, areisner 
~ Rom. *adrationare, f. ad aR--+-ratid(n-) 
account, REASON. Hence arraign sb. 
indictment (now in clerk of arraigns) XVII. 


arrange oreirnd; Tdraw up in battle array 
XIV; put in order XVIII. In xiv-xv in Eng. 
and Sc.; occas. in xvi (e.g. Spenser); not 
frequent before late xvr (Burke), when it 
was prob. readopted (cf. the date of de- 
range); orig. = OF. arangier, arengier (mod. 
arranger), f. a- AD- + rangier RANGE. So 
arra'ngeMENT. XVIII. — (O)F. 


arrant erent notorious, downright, 

thorough. xvr. First in knight arrant, arrant 
thief, in which arrant is a later form of 
ERRANT vagabond, wandering ; in the colloca- 
tion arrant thief it acquired the sense 
‘public, common’, and hence, when transf. 
to other nouns, ‘manifest, undisguised, 
notorious’. 


arras æ'rəs rich tapestry fabric; hanging 
of this. xv. — arras in AN. draps d’arras 
‘cloths of Arras’, name of a town in Artois, 
France ; cf. It. (a)razzo. 


array orei (arch.) attire x11 (Cursor M.); 
arrangement, order XIV (battle array XVI); 
arming of a force, military force xvii. - AN. 
arai, OF. arei (mod. arroi) = Pr. arrei, It. 
arredo; f. AN. araier, OF. areer = Pr. 


ARROGANCE 


arezar, Sp. arrear, lt. arredare :- Rom. 
*arrédáre put in order, f. L. ad AR- 3- Germ. 
*7%d- prepare (see READY and cf. cunRY!). 
So array: vb. (arch.) attire, dress XIII 
(RGlouc., Cursor M.); make ready, place 
in order xiv. — AN. arater. 


arrear orio:r phr. i» arrear behindhand; 
sb. (chiefly pl. arrears) duty or liability 
overdue, debts unpaid. xviir. The phr. in 
arrear superseded the adv. tarrear behind, 
behindhand. — OF. arere, ariere (mod. 
arrière) = Pr. areire, Sp. arredro, It. ad- 
dietro :*—- med L. adretrō, f£. L. ad to (AT)+ 
retró backward, behind (cf. REAR?). As sb. 
arrear(s) took the place of arrea:-raGE(s) 
xIV (now U.S)J- OF. arerage-s (mod. 
arrérage), f. arere; cf. AN. sb. areres xiv. 


arrest ore'st cause to stop; capture, seize 
XIV (Barbour, Ch.) ; catch the attention xix. 
— OF. arester — Pr. arestar, Sp. arrestar, 
It. arrestare :- Rom. *arrestàre, f. ad AR-4- 
restare stop behind, rest. (Formerly used 
also intr. ‘stop, stay’, asin OF.) So arrest 
sb. stoppage (in intr. and trans. sense), legal 
restraint. XIV. = OF. areste delay, and arest 
(mod. arrêt) act of arresting, f. the vb. 


arriére-ban  z'rioibzn, || arjérbá order 
summoning vassals to military service ; body 
of vassals. xvi. -F. arriére-ban, OF. 
ariereban, alteration of arban, herban - Germ. 
*hariban (OHG. heriban), f. hari, heri army 
+ban proclamation, BAN. 


arriére-guard see REARGUARD. 


arris «ris sharp edge formed by the 
angular contact of two surfaces. XVII. 
Corruptly ~ early modF. areste sharp ridge, 
ARETE, 


arrival orarvol Tcoming to land xiv (Ch.); 
act of arriving XVI. — AN. arrivaile, f. 
arriver ; see next and -AL?, 


arrive orarv tbring or come to shore, 
land xi11; come to the end of a journey, a 
goal, etc. xiv; Treach (a port, etc.) xvi; 
Tcome to pass xvii. — OF. ariver (mod. 
arriver arrive, happen) — Pr. aribar, Sp. 
arribar :*- Rom. *arripáre come to land, f. 
ad AR-+rīpa shore (cf. RIVER). Formerly 
sometimes inflected tarove, tariven; cf. 
STRIVE. 


arroba orou:bo weight used in Spain and 
Portugal. xvi. — Sp. arroba — Arab. arrub', 
i.e. al-rub' ‘the quarter’, the weight being 
4 of the Sp. quintal; see AL-?. 


arrogance æ'rəgəns aggressive presump- 
tion. xiv (R. Mannying). - (O)F. arrogance 
— L. arrogantia, f. arrogant-, -áns, prp. of 
arrogüre; see -ANCE. So a@rrogaNT. XIV 
(Ch.). -(O)F. arrogate æ'rðgeit lay un- 
due claim to. xvi. f. pp. stem of L. arrogdre 
claim for oneself, f. ad Ar--+-rogdre ask; see 
ROGATION, -ATE®, So arroga‘TION. —L. 
In the spec. legal sense of adopting a person 
who is sui juris, the forms a:drogate, 
adroga-tion (xvr) are used. 
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ARROW 


arrow z'rou missile to be shot from a 
bow. Late OE. ar(e)we - ON. *arw-, nom. 
or (g. sg., pl. orvar), rel. to Goth. arhwazna 
arrow; the native OE. form was ear (re- 
corded once, the usual names being strzl, 
flā, fdn); Germ. base *arxyw- :- IE. *arku-, 
whence also L. arcus bow, arc (OL. g. 
argui; arguitenéns bowman). 


arrowroot z'rórüt herb of the W. Indies, 
Maranta arundinacea, the tubers of which 
were used to absorb poison from wounds, 
esp. those made by poisoned arrows XVII; 
starch made from this x1x. Perversion of 
Aruak aru-aru ‘meal of meals’, by assim. to 
ARROW and ROOT. 


arse 4is fundament. OE. ers (ears) = 
OF ris. evs, MLG. ars, ers, MDu. aers, e(e)rs 
(Du. aars and naars), OHG. ars (G. arsch), 
ON. ars and xvass :- CGerm. (exc. Goth.) 
*aysaz :— ITE. *órsos, whence also Gr. órros, 
Arm. or rump, rel. to Gr. ourd (:— *orsá) tail. 


arsenal à:1sonol Tnaval dock (in early use, 
of Venice); establishment for storage of 
weapons and ammunition XVI. Early forms 
arse-, arzenale, archynale ~ F. arsénal, tar- 
chenal or its source It. tarzanale, (mod.) 
arsenale (whence also Sp., Pg. arsenal), f. 
Venetian It. arzand, ult. (with unexpl. loss 
of d)— Arab. ddr-aggind‘ah, f. ddr house, al 
AL-", ¢ind‘ah art, mechanical industry, f. 
cana'a make, fabricate (cf. OIt. tarcenale, 
whence F. ttarcenal; Sp. atarazana, -al, 
Pg. taracena; Genoese It. darsena, whence 
OF. darse, darsine dock). 


arsenic 4-1s(9)nik forpiment (yellow a., 
Pers. zirnikhi agfar) xiv (Ch.); Trealgar 
(red a., Pers. sirnikhni girmiz) xv; white 
mineral substance (white a. trisulphide of 
arsenic) XVII ; (chem.) semi-metallic element 
xix. -—(O)F. arsenic-L. arsenicum = Gr. 
arsenikón, var. of arrenikón yellow orpi- 
ment, lit. male (f. drrén male) — (with 
etymologizing alteration, to express its 
powerful properties) Arab. azzernikh, i.e. 
al AL-?, zernikh —- Pers. zarni(k), zirnzkh, 
f. zar gold. Also arsenic arsenik XIX, 
arsenical xvir. adjs. 


arsis  à' isis (pros. unemphatic syllable 
XVII; strong syllable xix. — late L.- Gr. 
drsis lifting, raising, f. aírein (:- *drjein) 
raise; opposed to rHESIS. By Gr. writers 
applied to the raising of the foot in beating 
time, which marked the unaccented syllable, 
by later L. writers (followed by Bentley) 
referred to the raising of the voice, which 
marked the accented syllable; there is 
consequently the same opposition of mean- 
ing in thesis. 

arson 4ison wilful setting fire. XVII. 
= legal AN., OF. arson :- medL. arsiónem, f. 
ars-, pp. stem of ardére burn (see ARDENT). 

arsy-versy à:sivo:Isói back-foremost, up- 
side-down. xvi. f. ARSE+ LL. versus turned 
(cf. -WARD), with -v! added to both elements 
to make a jingle. 


art ait skill or its application xım (in rela- 
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ARTICLE 


tion to poetry, music, painting, etc. XVII); 
learning of the schools (e.g. terms of art); pl. 
branches of learning (the seven arts, the 
liberal arts) xiu[xiv; magic art, etc. XIV 
(Gower); artifice xvi (Sh.). - (O)F. art — 
Pr. art, Sp., It. arte t- L. artem, nom. ars, 
f. base *ar- put together, join, fit (cf. ARM! 
and ?, ARTICLE). Phr. art and part (orig. Sc. 
law xv), skill in contriving and active parti- 
cipation. Hence a:rtful Tskilful, dexterous ; 
Tartistic Xv11; wily, craftily ingenious XVIII ; 
see -FUL}. 





art see BE. 
artefact, also arti- 4-itifekt product of 


human art. 1821 (artéfact, Coleridge). f. 
arte, abl. sg. of L. ars ART d-factum, n. pp. 
of facere make, DO! ; cf. It. artefatto. 


artery 4-itori any of the tubes conveying 


blood from the heart; Ttrachea (L. arteria 
aspera). x1v (Trev.).- L. arteria - Gr. artería, 
prob. f. base *ar- raise, repr. in AORTA, 
ARSIS. Cf. F. artóre, whence Eng. Tarter(e), 
tartir(e)  (xvi-xvi). Hence arteriAL 
aitio'rial. xv. — F. tarterial (mod. artériel). 
(Referred by the ancients to aér AIR in 
accordance with their notions of arterial 
functions.) 


artesian iti-zion, àaitb3on.  xIX. ~F. 


artésien, f. OF. Arteis (mod. Artois) name 
of an old French province ; applied orig. to 
wells made there, in which water rises 
spontaneously when a small hole is bored 
into the water-bearing strata; see -IAN. 


arthritis arprartis inflammation of a joint. 


xvi. — L. arthritis — Gr. arthritis, f. drthron 
joint, £. *ar- fit (cf. L. artus limb, ARTICLE) ; 
see -ITIS. So arthritic -itik. xv. orig. 
artetik - OF. artetique-medL. arteticus, 
alteration of arthriticus - Gr. arthritikós ; 
assim. later (through arthetick) to the L.-Gr. 
form. The comb. form arthro- of Gr. 
árthron is repr. in various scientific terms, 
e.g. a;rthropod (modL. Arthro-poda). 


artichoke àutitjouk plant allied to the 


thistle, having edible parts xv1; Jerusalem a. 
species of sunflower with edible tuberous 
roots XVII. Earliest forms archicokk, -choke, 
artechock, artichaugh—northern It. arti-, 
arciciocco, for arcicioffo, alteration of 
*alcarcioffo (cf. modIt. carciofo) —- OSp. 
alcarchofa (mod. alcachofa, Pg. alcachofra) 
— Arab. al-kharshof, i.e. al AL-?, kharshof 
artichoke. (F. artichaut, G. artischocke, Du. 
artisjok are also ult. - It.) The form artz- 
choke (from xvr) shows dissim. of ch . . ch to 
t..ch, and assim. of the final syll. to choke. 


article 4-itikl clause of the Creed XIII; 


head or point of a contract, item xim ; Tnick 
of time, moment XIV ; Tpiece of business xv ; 
detail, particular XVIII; commodity, chattel 
XIX. —(O)F. article —- L. articulus, dim. of 
artus joint, f. base *ar- join (cf. ARM, ART). 
In gram. sense (xvr) repr. the use of L. arti- 
culus by Quintilian, etc., tr. Gr. árthron 
joint, which was applied by the Stoic 
grammarians to (i) the personal pronouns 


ARTICULATE 


ASCLEPIAD 





(‘definite articles’) and (ii) other pronouns, 
and demonstratives (‘indefinite articles’). 


articulate aiti:kjülot divided into distinct 
parts, jointed; of distinct utterance. XVI. 
- L. articuldtus jointed, f. articulus ARTICLE. 
So arti-culate -eit vb. Tformulate in articles 
(intr. capitulate); utter (vocal sounds) with 
distinctness XVI; joint XVII; see -ATE? and °. 
articula‘TION jointing, joint xv; utterance 
xvi. — F. — L., f. articuláre joint. 


artifice a-stifis Tworkmanship xvi; skill, 
address; expedient, contrivance XVII. 
— (O)F. artifice - L. artificium, f. arti-, ars 
ART-l-fic-, var. of fac- of facere make, po!. 
5o artificiAL aitifi-fal )( natural xiv 
(Wyclif, Ch.); Tskilful xv. - (O)F. artificiel 
or L. artificiãlis. artificer asti'fisəx crafts- 
man. XIV. — AN. artificer (cf. medL. arti- 
ficidrius), prob. after OF. artificien ; see -ER?. 


artillery aitilori ftmunitions xıv (Ch.); 
engines for discharging missiles xv. 
— (O)F. artillerie (whence It. artiglieria, Sp. 
artilleria), f. artiller alteration (after art) of 
OF. atillier (= Pr. atilhar) equip, arm, 
prob. by-form of atirier, f. d AD--Ftire 
Order; see TIER, -ERY. 


artisan àutizz:n handicraftsman; Tartist. 
XVI. -—F. artisan- t. artigiano :- Rom. 
*artztianu-s, f. L. artitus, pp. of artire in- 
struct in the arts, f. art-, ars ART; see -AN 
and cf. courtesan, Parmesan, partisan. 


artist à'utist Tone skilled in the (learned, 
useful) arts xvr; one who cultivates any of 
the fine arts xvi. — (O)F. artiste = It. artista, 
f. arte ART; see -IST. Hence arti’stic. XVIII. 
a:rtistRy. xix (Browning). 


artiste 4iti-st public singer, dancer, etc. 
XIX. F. (see prec.); superseded artist in 
this use (XVIII-XIX). 


arum zo'rom cuckoo pint, Arum macula- 
tum. XVI (in form aron XVI-XVIII, whence 
mod. dial. aaron). — L. arum = Gr. dron. 


arundinaceous orA:ndinei[os reedy. xvi. 
f. L. arundináceus, £. (h)arundin-, (h)arundo 
reed; see -ACEOUS. 


eary ori suffix repr. L. -drius ‘pertaining 
to, connected with’: formed on sbs., as ele- 
mentárius elementary, honórárius honorary, 
voluntárius voluntary ; on adjs., as primárius 
primary; on advs., as contrárius contrary, 
necessárius necessary. Many of these adjs. 
were used as sbs.: in the masculine, as 
adversarius adversary, commentdrius (sc. 
liber) commentary, Januárius (sc. ménsis) 
January, secrétdrius secretary; in the neuter, 
as avidrium aviary, saldrium salary; and 
occas. in the feminine, as Calvdria Calvary. 
Since in French L. -drius and -dris were 
repr. by -aire, it came about that, when F. 
words in -aire were adopted in modEng. i 
they received the ending -ary, as capillaire 
capillary, militaire military (but in ME. and 
esp. in Sc. such adjs. commonly took -arir, 
-ar, as contrair, contrar). 


Aryan, Arian co-rian, arian Indo-Euro- 
pean; also (restrictedly) Indo-Iranian. 
xix (Max Müller). f. Skr. àryas (Vedic aria) 
noble, applied earlier as a national name. 
Cf. L. Zriüna, -& eastern region of the 
Persian kingdom (Ariànt, -éni its inhabi- 
tants), Gr. A’riot Medes (Herodotus), Aridné 
(Strabo), Aridnoi; cf. Av. Atryana, whence 
mod. Iran. Cf. F. arien, G. arisch, sb. pl. 
Arter, See -AN. 


arytenoid aritinoid (anat.) epithet of two 
pyramidal cartilages of the larynx. XVIII. 
—modL. arytzxnotdés ~ Gr. arutainoeidés, f. 
arütaina funnel, f. arü(t)ein draw (off, etc.) ; 
See -OID. 


as! oz, (emph.) zz to that or such a degree; 
in the manner or to the extent in which. 
ME. reduced form (x11) of ase or als, which 
are divergent developments of alse :- OE. 
alswa (ealswa) aso. Cf. OFris. asa, as(e), 
is, and G. als as, than, reduced form of also 
(which survives in the sense ‘therefore’). 


as? xs ancient Roman coin. xvi. — L. as, 
of foreign (perh. Etruscan) origin. Cf. ACE. 


as- assim. form of AD- before s; cf. Ac-. 


asafoetida, assa- ssofrtido resinous gum 
with a strong smell of garlic. xiv. — medL.. 
(‘stinking asa’), i.e. dsa (— Pers. @z@ mastic), 
fetida, fem. of feetidus FETID. 


asbestos dzbe:sstos Tfabulous unquench- 
able stone xIv; fibrous mineral made into 
an incombustible fabric xvir. The earliest 
exx. asbeston, abiston, albestone are -= OF. 
abeston, albeston — L. — Gr. dsbeston, acc. of 
dsbestos, f. Gr. a- a-*-+-sbestds, f. sbennúnai 
quench. The present form dates from XVII. 


ascend ose-nd go or come up. xiv (Ch.). 

— L. ascendere, f. ad As- -- scandere climb 
(see SCANSION). So ascendant first in 
astron. sense (xIv, Ch.); in the sense 
‘superiority’ (XVI~ ) superseded by asce-nd- 
ANCY XVIII. —(O)F. ascendant - prp. used 
sb. of L. ascendere. See -ENT, -ENCY. 


ascension ose'nfon ascent of Jesus Christ 

to Heaven XIV; rising of a celestial body 
xiv (Ch). -(O)F.- L. ascensio(n-) f. 
ascens-, pp. stem of ascendere. So asce'nt 
upward movement, rise. XVII (Sh., AV.). 
f. ASCEND, after the pair descend, descent. 


ascertain zsoiteiin make certain XV; 
learn, find out xviii. — OF. acertain-, tonic 
stem of acertener (later ass-, asc-, and so in 
Eng.), f. @ AD- ++ certain CERTAIN; stressed 
ascertain till XVII. 


ascetic ose‘tik exercising rigorous self- 
discipline. xvir (Sir T. Browne). —- medL. 
ascéticus or Gr. askétikós, f. askétés monk, 
hermit (Philo), f. askefn exercise; see -IC. 


ascititious var. of ADSCITITIOUS. 


asclepiad d&sklrpied (pros.) specific verse- 
form. XVII. = late L. asclépiadéus — Gr. asklé- 
piddeios, f. Asklépiddés name of a Gr. poet. 
(Earlier in asclepiadics xvi (Sidney), ascle- 
piadical xvi.) 
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ascribe  oskrarb assign, attribute. Xv. 
~ L. ascribere enter in a list, enrol, impute, 
f. ad as- + scribere write. Preceded by 
Taserive  (xiv-xvi) - OF. ascriv-, stem 
of ascrire = It. ascrivere ~ L. ascribere. So 
ascription oskripjon. xvi. - L. 

aseptic eise'ptik non-putrefying. XIX. f. 
A-*-++ SEPTIC. 

ash! æf well-known forest-tree (family 
Fraxinez). OE. asc — OS. ask (Du. esch), 
OHG. ask (MHG. asch; G. esche is from 
the adj. eschen), ON. askr :- CGerm. (exc. 
Goth.) *askiz. An IE. base *és-, with 
various extensions, is repr. also by L. ornus 
elm, Gr. oxiíe, Alb. ah beech, Lith. dosis, 
OSI. jasení, OPruss. woasis, W. onnen ash. 


ash? æf powdery residue of combustion. 

OE. zséce, æxe = MLG. asche, Du. asch, 
OHG. asca (G. asche), ON. aska; cf. Goth. 
azgo; perh. rel. to ARID. Ash Wednesday 
first day of Lent x1; after ecclL. dies 
cinerum ‘day of ashes’ ; cf. F. jour or mercredi 
des cendres, G. aschermittwoch. 


ashamed əsjfeimd affected with shame. 
OE. dséamod, pp. of adséamian feel shame, 
f. d- a-® + séamian (same sense), f. séamu 
SHAME; cf. OE. ofscéamod. 


ashlar e2‘flez squared stone for building 
(which succeeded the wooden shingle). xiv. 
ME. as(s)heler — OF, aisselier - L. axilla, dim. 
of L. axis, assis board, plank (whence F., 
Pr. ais, It. asse). 


ashore o9foa-r on or on to the shore. XVI. 
f. A-! --SHORE!, on the model of the earlier 
aland (x11). 

Asian ei: flon, ei: 3!on x1v (Trev.). - L. Asiänus 
— Gr. Asiánós ; see -IAN. So Asiari1c eifiztik, 
e15-. XVII. —- L. Zsiáticus - Gr. Asiátikós. 


aside osard to one side. xiv. ME. on 
syde, a syde, i.e. ON, A-*, SIDE. 
asinine æ'sinain ass-like. xvL -L. 


asininus, £. asinus ASS ; see -INE!, 


sasis osis repr. L. -dsis, Gr. -dsis, forming 
names of diseases, prop. nouns of state or 
process derived from verbs in -dein, -dn; as 
elephantiasis, phthiriasis, psoriasis. 

ask ask cail upon for information, inquire. 
OE. dscian, dcsian, dhsian, Gxian = OFris. 
dskia, OS. éscón, OHG. eiscõn (MHG. 
eischen, G. heischen, with h after heissen) += 
WQGerm. *aiskéjan; cogns. are found in 
OSI. iskati, Lith. zefkdtt, Skr. icchdti seek. 
Various types of development are repr. in 
ME, and later; dscian gave asche, asshe, 
beside esche, esse from an OE. by-form 
&scian; retention of d with metathesis to 
dcsian gave local ME. oxy; shortening of d 
before cs, x gave axy, axe, whence wide- 
spread mod. dial. ax. The standard form 
ask (c. 1200) resulted from metathesis of 
aks-, ax-. The var, asse persists dial, with 
pt. and pp. ast. 


askance oska‘ns sideways, obliquely. xvi. 
Early forms are a scanche, a sca(u)nce, a 


sconce, which suggest a F. origin ; but cf. It. 
a, di, and per scancio obliquely. The source, 
which has been much disputed, remains 
unkn., as also that of the more or less synon. 
Taskie (Gower), taskile (xv1 rare), Taskoye, 
taskoyne (xv—xvi). Q The adv. tascaunse(s) 
as if, as much as to say (XIV-xv1) is unrelated. 


askari z‘skari native soldier of W. Africa. 
xx. — Arab. ‘askari soldier, f. ‘askar army. 


askew  oskjü: xvi. f. 


obliquely, awry. 
A-!+ SKEW. 


aslant oslà:nt oblique, slanting xiu (Cursor 
M.); prep. xvi (Sh.). Early ME. o slant; 
a later var. is ton slent, Sc. asklent, esklent, 
continued in mod. dial. on the slent; the 
relation of the forms is obscure (see SLANT). 


asleep asli-p sleeping. OE. on slépe, ME. 
o slæpe, o slepe, aslepe; see A-1, SLEEP. 


aslope əslou'p sloping, obliquely. xrv. 
Earlier than SLOPE (xv1); of uncertain origin. 
On formal grounds a proposed deriv. from 
OE. *dslopen, pp. of asliipan slip away, dis- 
appear, is appropriate ; but there are chrono- 
logical difficulties, and transference in sense 
from obliquity of motion to obliquity of 
position must be assumed. 


asp! zsp tree of the poplar family, Populus 
tremula. OE. zspe — OHG. aspa (MHG. 
aspe; G. espe is from the adj. espen):- 
Germ. *aspón; and OE. eps (for *æsp) = 
ON. osp:- CGerm. (exc. Goth.) *aspd; 
rel. to OPruss. abse, Lith. ápuse, épusé, Lett. 
apsa, -e, Russ. osina, Pol. osika. Superseded 
by ASPEN. 


asp? æsp small venomous hooded serpent 
of N. Africa. xv. — OF. aspe or its source 
L. aspis - Gr. aspís, aspid-. 'T'he L. form 
was formerly current in Eng., as well as 
aspic (poet. in Addison, 'lennyson)- F. 
aspic = Pr. aspic (prob. assim. to basilic 
basilisk); also taspide - OF. aspide (cf. Sp. 
aspid, Pg., obs. It. aspide). 


asparagus  ospz'rogos  liliaceous plant 
cultivated for its vernal shoots. xv. - L. 
asparagus - Gr. aspdragos, Attic asphdragos. 
In polite use the L. form has supplanted the 
varicus altered or deriv. forms that have 
been current: (i) sparagus, a medL. form, 
whence It. sparagio, G. sparge(n), spargel, 
MF. esperage, esparge (mod. asperge), Eng. 
(ii) (a)sperage, sparage (xv-xvi1) ; (111) sbarrow- 
grass (xvii), formerly sparagras, alteration 
of sparagus by assoc. with grass (which is 
the usual term with cooks and greengrocers). 
‘The corruption of the word into sparrow- 
grass is so general that asparagus has an air 
of stiffness and pedantry’ (Walker, 1791). 


aspect z:spekt way of looking; appearance. 
xiv (Ch., in astron. sense; Gower, Trevisa). 
—- L. aspectus (whence F. aspect, 1t. aspetto, 
etc.), f. aspect-, pp. stem of aspicere look at, 
f. a- AD---specere look (cf. spy). The orig. 
stressing aspect continued till the time of 
Swift, but aspect is found in early XVII. 
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Q L. spec- and its var. spic- are repr. by 
many derivs., as (i) special, species, specious, 
spectacle, spectre, speculate; aspect, circum- 
spect, conspectus, expect, inspect, introspection, 
prospect, respect, suspect; (M) auspice, con- 
spicuous, despicable (cf. DESPISE), perspica- 
cious, perspicuous, suspicion. 


aspen az'spon adj. of an asp-tree xiv ; sb. 
aspen tree XVI. f. AsP! - -EN!. 'T'he sb. arose 
from apprehending the adj., in such colloca- 
tions as aspen leaf (Ch.), as a sb. used attrib. 


asperges  éspo'idsiz (liturg.) (antiphon 
accompanying) the sprinkling of holy water 
before the principal mass on Sunday ; first 
word of ' Asperges me hyssopo et mundabor' 
'Thou shalt purge me with hyssop and I 
shall be clean (Ps. 1[1] 9). 


asperity dspe'-ríti roughness, harshness. 
XVI. — L. asperitas, f. asper rough; see -1TY. 
Earlier tasprete (xv) - OF. asprete (mod. 
âpreté). 

asperse osp3‘1s besprinkle xv; calumniate 
XVII. f. aspers-, pp. stem of L. aspergere, f. 
a- AD-+Sspargere sprinkle (cf. SPARSE). So 
aspersION ospd'ifan sprinkling; calumnia- 
tion. XVI. =L 


asphalt z:sfzlt, (formerly) esfe-lt mineral 
pitch XIV; composition for paving made 
from bituminous limestones xix. The 
earliest exx. show adoption from various 
sources; aspaltoun, aspalt (xiv) from OF., 
aspallto from It. aspalto; later the Gr. and 
L. forms were used, till more recent times, 
when asphalt(e) reproduces the F. asphalte; 
ult. - L. asphalton, -um — Gr. dsphalton, -os, 
of alien origin. 


asphodel z':sfódel liliaceous plant, Aspho- 
delus ramosus xvi (asphodil); used poet., 
after Homer’s do$o90cÀós Aewv  asphodel- 
covered mead haunted by the heroes xvii 
(Milton). — L. asphodilus, -elus — Gr. asphó- 
delos ; the medL. var. affodilus was repr. by 
Taffodil (x1v-xvu1); cf. DAFFODIL. 


asphyxia æsfi'ksiə stoppage of the pulse, 

(hence) suffocation. xvu. modL. = Gr. 
asphuxíd, f. a- A-* + sphúxis pulse (cf. 
SPHYGMO-) Hence asphy:xiate (-ATE?), 
-A'TION XIX. 


aspic! æ'spik savoury meat jelly. xvin. 
= F, aspic, a use of aspic serpent (see ASP’), 
due to comparison of the various colours of 
the jelly with those of the serpent (F. sauce 
or ragoüt à l'aspic). 

aspic? see AsP?, 


aspidistra espidistra plant of the lilia- 
ceous genus so named. XIX. - modL., f. 
Gr. aspid-, aspís shield (with ref. to the 
shape of the leaves) -J--istra, after tupistra. 


aspire ospaio' have a desire for some- 
thing above one XV; rise up, mount XVI. 
~ (O)F. aspirer or L. aspiráre breathe upon, 
favour, have an ambition, aspirate (cf. Gr. 
mpoamvety), f. ad As---spiráre bxeathe, prob. 
of imit. origin. So sspi'rANT one who 


aspires to high position xvi. ~F. or L. 
prp. aspirate æ'spirot adj. aspirated XVII; 
sb. consonant diphthong consisting of a 
stop followed by k; sound of h XVIIL. — pp. 
of L. aspirdre; see -ATE?. a'spirate -eit 
pronounce with an aspirate XVIII ; see -ATE?. 
aspirA'TION action of aspirating, aspirated 
sound xiv; tfavour, inspiration xv; drawing 
breath; aspiring thought xvri. - (O)F. = L. 


aspirin z'spirin acetylsalicylic acid chemi- 
cally prepared, used as a sedative drug. 
XIX. — G.; invented by Heinrich Dreser 
(Pflüger's Archiv! 1899); f. A-*4- Spirza-- 
-IN (i.e. without the aid of Spiræa) and so 
named to distinguish it from the natural 
acid found in Spiræa ulmaria. 


asquint əskwi'nt (arch.) to look to one 
side xir (AncrR.); obliquely through a 
defect in the eyes, cross-eyed xiv (Trev.); 
with an unfavourable or furtive glance xv. 
perth. f. A-!+-a LG. or Du. form now repr. 
by Du. schuinte obliquity, slant, f. schuin 
oblique = Fris., LG. schiins. Q The source 
of SQUINT. 


ass zs donkey OE.; stupid person xv. 
OE. assa, asa - OCeltic *as(s)in (W. asyn = 
Mir. assan, Corn. asen, Bret. azen)- L. 
asinus (whence F. áne, Pr. ase, Sp. asno, It. 
asino), which has been referred, together 
with Gr. ónos and Arm. ef, to Sumerian 
ansu. ''he pronunc. às is now old-fashioned 
or affected. With its vars. the word is CEur. 
Germ. *asiluz (for asinus, repr. by ON. asni) 
is repr. by OE, esol, eosol, OS., OHG. esil, 
(MLG., MDu. esel (Du. ezel EASEL, G. esel), 
Goth. asilus. Q From Germ. were adopted 
OSI. osiliá (Russ. osél), Lith. dsilas. 


assail əseil make a violent attack on. 
xu. —- OF. asalir, tonic stem asaill- (mod. 
assaillir) :- medL. assalire (for L. assilire), 
f. ad AS- + salire to leap (see SALIENT). 
Hence assailawNT xvi; after F. assaillant ; 
superseded assailer (xiv), orig.- OF. 
assaileor (see -ER?). 


assart osá'-t grub up trees from forest 
land. xvi. - AN. assarter, -ier, -ir, OF. 
essarter i-imedL. ex(s)artare, f. ex EX-1 -- sart- 
(as in L. sartira for sarrittira weeding), pp. 
stem of sar(rjire hoe, weed (cf. sarculum 
hoe). Hence assa‘rt sb. land converted into 
arable. xv. — AN. assart, f. the vb. 


assassin osz'sin (hist.) pl. Moslem fanatics 
engaged to murder Christians; one who 
kills another treacherously. xvi. =F., 
assassin or medL. assassinus (whence also 
Pr. assassin, It, assassino, Sp. asesino) ~ Arab, 
hashsháshin, pl. of hashshásh HASHISH-eater, 
Ismaili sectaries who intoxicated themselves 
with hashish when preparing to dispatch 
their victim. For the adoption of the pl. 
form cf. BEDouIN; formerly stressed a'ssas- 
sin. Hence assa'ssinaTE?, assassinA'TION 
xvir (Sh.). 


assault osd'lt hostile onset x11; unlawful 
attack on the person xv. ME. asaut (later 
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with l as in fault; cf. AN. assalt, Gower) 
- OF. asaut (mod. assaut) = Pr. asalt, Sp. 
asalto, lt. assalto :- Rom. *assaltu-s (re- 
placing L. assultus), f. *assalire ASSAIL. So 
assau'lt vb. xv. — OF. assauter — Pr., Sp. 
asaltar, 1t. assaltare :- Rom. *assaltáre (re- 
placing L. assultdre), f. ad as- + saltdre, 
frequent. of salire leap (see SALIENT). 


assay osei trial (gen. and spec., now only 
of metals). xiv (R. Mannyng). - OF. assai, 
assay, var. of essai ESSAY. So assay’ vb. 
xiv (R. Mannyng). - OF. assaier. Aphetic 
Tsay (xiv, R. Mannyng). 


assegai a'sigai (orig.) Moorish lance, (now) 
spear of S. African tribes. xvii. Also (now 
less freq.) assagai- F. tazagaie (Rabelais; 
mod. zagaie, sagaie) or its source Pg. azagaia 
(Sp. -aya) - Arab. azzagháyah, i.e. al Ar-?, 
zaghayah Berber word for ‘spear’. Earlier 
in the form tzagaie (xv1) — F. zagaie (cf. Pg., 
It. zagaia, It. zagaglia) ; stil] earlier evidence 
of the penetration of the Arab. word into 
Europe is shown by OF. archegate, arcigaye 
(whence Sp. arsagaya and rare Eng. arche- 
gaye, used by Berners, 1523, and perverted 
by W. Morris to archgay), and by OF. lance- 
gaye (blended with LANCE), whence late ME. 
launcegay (Ch., Gower), which was con- 
tinued in arch. use. 


assemble ose:mbl bring or come together. 
xii. ME. asemle =~ OF. asembler (mod. ass-) 
— Pr. asemblar :- Rom. *assimuláre, f. L. 
ad as--+simul together (cf. SAME, SIMILAR, 
HOMO-). So assembly. xiv (R. Mannyng). 
~ OF. asemblée, sb. use of fem. pp., with 
ending assim. to -y°. 


assent ose:nt give agreement or concur- 
rence fo. x111(RGlouc.). — OF. as(s)enter = 
Pr. asentar :—- Rom. *assentare, L.. -àri, f. ad 
AS- -- sent-, of sentire feel, think (cf. SENTENCE, 
SENTIENT). So asse-nt sb. xu (Cursor M.), 
— OF. asent, -e, f. the vb. 


assert  os3:it maintain, claim; declare 
formally, state firmly. xvir (with a con- 
siderable variety of applications, some only 
temporary). f. L. assert-, pp. stem of L. 
asserere (1) declare one's slave free by laying 
one's hands on him, (hence) set free, (ii) de- 
clare to be one's slave, (hence) appropriate, 
claim, (further) maintain, affirm, f. ad As- 4- 
serere join (cf. SERIES) So asserTION 
ass‘ifon in various senses. xv (declaration, 
averment). -F.orL. asse'rtivE. xvii (the 
corr. adv. is XV). —- F. assertif. 


assess ose‘s settle the amount of; rate for 
taxation. XV. — OF. assesser, f. L. assess-, 
pp. stem of assidére sit by, etc. (cf. ASSIDU- 
OUS), in medL.. levy, tax, f. ad As---sedere 
SIT. Hence asse'SSsMENT. XVI. asse'sson 
assistant judge XIV; rater of taxes xV. 
— OF. assessour (mod. -eur) — L. assessor. 


assets sets sufficient estate, spec. as 
applicable to the discharge of debts. xvi. 
= legal AN. assets, earlier asetz (Britton), 
OF. asez (mod. assez enough) = Pr. asatz, 


OSp. asaz, Pg. assaz, It. assat = Rom. 
*assatis, i.e. L. ad to, satis enough, suffi- 
ciency (cf. SATISFY); orig. in legal phr. aver 
asetz have sufficient (sc. to meet claims); 
prop. sg., but taken as pl. on account of its 
ending; the new sg. asset dates from XIX. 
Q| In OF. asez was taken as a nom. and an 
obl. case aset was formed thence; this, with 
pronunc. ase'p and the sense 'satisfaction, 
amends’, was adopted in Eng. and was 
current XIV-XV; the north. and Sc. var. of 
this was as(s)yth xiv-xvt, with a corr. vb., 
and a deriv. assythment Xv1. 


asseveration osevorer[on emphatic asser- 
tion. XVI. — L. assevérátio(n-), f. asseveráre, 
f. ad As--l--sevérus grave, SEVERE ; see -ATION. 
So asse-verate (see -ATE?) xvii ; preceded 
by Tasse'ver (xv1). 


assibilate osi bileit make SIBILANT. XIX. 
f. pp. of L. assibilàre; see -ATE?. 


assiduous  osidjuss  unremittingly dili- 
gent. xvi. f. L. assiduus, f. assidere sit by 
the side of, attend or apply oneself to, f. ad 
AS-J-sedére SIT; see -oUS. So assiduiTy 
æsidjū-iti. XVII. — L. 

assign! əsain allot, appoint, designate 
XIV; ascribe xv. -—OF. asi(g)ner (mod. 
assigner) :—- L. assignáre, f. ad AS---signàre 
SIGN. So assigna' TION zsig-. xiv. - (O)F. 
—L.assignkE ssaini: ASSIGN?. Xv. —(OJ)F. 
assigné, pp. of assigner, used sb. assi:gn- 
MENT. XIV. -—OF. assignement — medL. 
assignamentum. 


assign? osain one to whom a property or 
right is assigned. xiv. — AN., (O)F. assigné; 
see ASSIGNEE, from which it is differentiated 
by the muted final syll. (cf. ASTRAY, COSTIVE, 
DEFILE?, TAIL?, TROVE). 


assimilate osi-mileit make like; absorb and 

incorporate. xv. f. pp. stem of L. assimt- 
ldre, f. ad as--+-similis like, SIMILAR; see 
-ATE?, So assimila’TION. xv. assi:mila- 
tive. xiv. — F. or L. 


assist əsi'st tgive help to xv (Sc.); help; 
Tstand near xvi; be present a£ xvir. ~F. 
assister = L. assistere, f. ad As--- sistere take 
one’s stand (cf. STAND, STATION). So 
assi-StANCE Tpresence, persons present XV; 
aid xiv. — F. assistance — medL. assistentia. 
assistaNT t(one who is) present; helper. 
xv. —F. assistant - medL. assistens, prp. 
of assistere. 

assize osai-z (arch.) judgement (spec. the 
Last Judgement); legal inquest or trial Xi11; 
sessions of a court; ordinance; assessment ; 
regulation (spec. of weights, measures, 
prices); standard measure; fsize xiv. — OF. 
as(s)ise sitting, seat, settlement, assessment, 
regulation, regular mode, sb. use of fem. 
of assis, pp. of asseeir (mod. asseoir) sit, 
settle, assess :— L. assidere (see ASSESS). See 
also SIZE. 

associate asou'fieit pp. joined in function 
or status XIV; sb. (-et) companion, con- 
federate, colleague xvi. — L. associátüs, pp. 
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of associdre, f. ad AS-+socius sharing, allied 
(cf. SOCIAL). So associate vb. xv (pt. 
associat). See -ATE?, -ATE?. associA'TION. 
XVI. — F. or medL. 


assoil əsoi'l (arch.) absolve xr; acquit 
xIv.- AN. as(s)oilier, -ir, f. OF. assoil-, 
tonic stem of asoldre (mod. absoudre) = L. 
absolvere ABSOLVE. A latinized var. tabsoil 
(xv-xvI) partly paved the way for the pre- 
valence of absolve. 


assonance æ'sənəns form of rhyme con- 
sisting in agreement of the stressed or tonic 
vowel, xvii. — F. assonance, f. L. assondre 
(of Echo) answer to, f. ad as--++ sonãre SOUND?. 


assort əst arrange in sorts. XV (Caxton; 

rare before late xviii, when it was prob. 
readopted). — OF. assorter, mod. assortir, 
f. à AD- -+ sorte SORT. So asso:rtMENT 
proper agreement XVII; arrangement into 
sorts XVIII ; after F. assortiment. 


assuage oswerd; mitigate, soothe. xiv. 
— OF. as(s)ouagter — Pr. asuaviar *- Rom. 
*assuaviare, f. ad AS- + suđvis SWEET. 
Aphetic SUAGE. 


assume osjü'm take to or upon oneself xv; 
claim, take for granted xvi. - L. assümere 
take up, adopt, usurp, f. ad AS--J-sümere 
take, f. sub suB--++emere take (cf. EXEMPT). 
So assumpsit osa:mpsit (leg.) promise, 
contract. XVII. 3rd sg. pt. of assümere. 

assumption osa: m[on A. (feast of) the 
reception of the Virgin Mary into Heaven 
xii (RGlouc.) ; B. (Sc.) levy xv1; adoption; 
taking for granted, postulate xvir. = OF. 
asompsion (mod. assomption) or L. as- 
sümptió(n-); in B a re-adoption. See -TION. 
assu'mptIvE. XVII. 

assure ojuo:u make sure. xiV (Barbour, 
Ch. Gower)  -(O)F. assurer, earlier 
aseurer — Pr. asegurar, lt. assecurare :— 
Rom. *asséciràre, f. ad AS- --sécürus SECURE. 
Soassu'rANCE. XIV (Barbour, Ch.). - (O)F. 


Assyrian osirion pert. to Assyria or its 
language. xv. f. L. Assyrius, Gr. Asstirios ; 
see -IAN. sb. xiv (Wycl. Bible). 


aster zs'sto1 genus of plants with radiated 
flowers. xviir. - modL. use of L. aster 
— Gr. astér STAR. 


-aster  cstor repr. L. -aster or -áster 
(whence F. -átre), suffix of sbs. and adjs. 
expressing incomplete resemblance, and 
hence gen. of pejorative force; e.g. philo- 
sophaster petty philosopher, oleaster wild or 
bastard olive, surdaster somewhat deaf, 
filiaster stepson, patraster father-in-law. 
The best-known comp. in Eng. is POETASTER, 
on which was modelled criticaster. 


asterisk æ'stərisk star-shaped object; 
sign *. xvil. slate L. asteriscus — Gr. 
asteriskos, dim. of astér STAR. 

asterism -storizm (astron.) group of stars. 
XVI. — Gr. asterismds, f. astér STAR; see -ISM. 


astern ost5‘1n in, at, or towards the stern. 
XVII. f A-!H-STERN!, after AHEAD. 


ASTRIDE 


asteroid æ'stəroid (astron.) minute planet- 


ary body. xix. ~Gr. asteroidés, f. astér 
STAR ; see -OID. 


asthma æ's(p)mə (formerly also æ'stmə) 
disease of respiration. xiv. Earliest form 
(after medL.) asma- Gr. ásthma hard 
breathing, f. dzein breathe hard, rel. to 
dein blow (cf. ATR, WIND). 


asthore ost5o-x (Anglo-Ir.) darling. xrx. 
— Ir. a stóir (- ME. stór, STORE) O treasure. 
@ In Sh. ‘Henry V’ tv iv 4 calmie custure me 
appears to be intended for Ir. caitlin dg a 
stóir ‘young girl, O treasure’; see COLLEEN. 


astigmatism  ostrgmotizm defect in the 
eye preventing exact focusing. XIX. f. 
Gr. a- A-*--stigmat-, STIGMA d--ISM. So 
astigmatic zstigma-tik. xix. 


astir osto' stirring, up and about. xix. 
First in nortb. writers, e.g. Lockhart, Scott 
(Wordsworth has on the stir, 1805); angli- 
cization of Sc. asteer (Burns, Scott), earlier 
asteir (XVI), on steir (xiv), f. ON, A-124-Sc. 
form of STIR. À rare Tastirbroad (xvi, once) 
is of obscure formation. 


astonish  osto:ni[  Tshock, dumbfound, 
stun XV; amaze XVII. First in (Sc.) pp. 
astonist, prob. extension, with -1sH?, of pp. 
of tastonie, tastony (xIV—xvI1), obscure var. 
of tastone, the pp. of which is the source of 
ASTOUND. 


astound astau'nd ‘shock, stun; amaze. 
XVII. prob. f. pp. tastound, tastouned, 
earlier fastoned, tastuned (xin), f. AN. 
*astoné, *astuné, for OF. estoné, pp. of 
estoner (mod. étonner), corr. to Pr. estonat, 
pp. of Gallo-Rom. *extonare, f. L. ex Ex-?+ 
tondre THUNDER. See also STUN. 


astragal æ'strəgæl architectural moulding 
of semicircular section. XVII. — L. astragalus 
(partly through F. astragale) ~ Gr. astrd- 
galos huckle-bone, (pl.) dice, moulding of 
a capital. Used earlier in L. form xvi. 

astrakhan e‘stroken, æstrəkæ'n. XVII. 
f. name of an eastern province of Russia, 
to the north of the Caspian Sea, applied to 
the skin of unborn or young lambs. 

astral æ'strəl of the stars, starry, star-like. 
XVII. -late L. astrális, f. astrumSTAR ; see -AL!. 





astray ostrer wandering, orig. of horses. 
Xil. ME. o strai, astraie - AN. *astraié, 
OF. estraié, pp. of estrater (— Pr. estraguar) 
:i- Rom. *extrávagáre, f. L. extrd out of 
bounds 4- vagàr: wander (cf. vAGUE); the 
first syll. has been assoc. with A-!. For the 
loss of -é cf. ASSIGN?, etc. 


astrict ostri'kt bind closely. xvr. f. astrict-, 
pp. stem of L. astringere ASTRINGE ; in Sc. 
law astrict(ed) (xvi-xvn) was applied to 
lands held on such terms that the tenant 
was obliged to have grain grown thereon 
ground at a particular mill. So astri:cTION. 
xvi. -F.orL. 


astride ostrard with the legs stretched 
apart. XVII, f. A-1 STRIDE. 
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astringe astriind3 bind closely. xvi. 
-L. astringere, £. ad AD--+4- stringere bind, 
draw tight (see STRICT). So astri-ngeENT. 
XVI. = F. astringent, L. astringéns. 


astringer see OSTRINGER. 


astro- a'strou repr. comb. form of Gr. 
dstron STAR. 


astrolabe :stroleib instrument used for 
taking altitudes and solving astronomical 
problems. xır (corruptly ars table). ~ OF. 
astrelabe - medL. astrolabium — Gr. astró- 
labon, sb. use of n. of adj. astrólabos 'star- 
taking’, f. dstron sTaR+*lab-, base of 
lambdnein take. In xiv—xvi forms in -labie 
after medL. are frequent. 


astrology ostro:lodgi practical application 
of astronomy to human uses; in the sense 
‘divination by the stars’ (now the only use) 
more spec. judicial a. X natural a., which 
related to the prediction of natural pheno- 
mena. XIV (Barbour, Ch., Gower). = (O)F. 
astrologie = L. astrologia astronomy = Gr. 
astrologid, f. astroldgos telling of the stars, 
astronomer; see STAR, -LOGY. So astro-- 
loger fpractical astronomer xIv (Wycl. 
Bible); one who divines by the stars xvii. 
contemp. with and finally superseding 
tastrolog (Barbour) and tastrologien (Ch.) 
— OF. astrologue and astrologien, based on 
L. astrologus astronomer, star-diviner — Gr. 
astrológos; see -ER!. astrolo:giCAL. XVI. 
f. F. -ique or late L. -icus — Gr. astrologikós. 


astronomy . ostro:nomi science which 
treats of the stars Xit1 (La3.); tastrology 
XIV. -(O)F. astronomie — L. astronomia 
(Seneca; the earlier term was astrologia 
ASTROLOGY) — Gr. astronomía, f. astronómos 
astronomer, astronomeín observe the stars, 
f. dstron STAR-+nom-, némein (see -NOMY). 
So astro-nomer student of astronomy, 
Tastrologer. xiv. Late ME. astronomyer, 
f. astronomy, after earlier ‘tastronomyen 
— OF. astronomien, f. astronomie; see -ER!. 
astrono-micaL, XVI. f. F. -ique or L. -icus 
~ Gr. astronomikds. 


astute ostjü:t of keen discernment. xvii. = F. 
Tastut or L. astütus, f. astus craft, cunning. 
(Cf. rare Sc. (xvi) tastuce adj. ~ OF. astus, 
-uce, and sb. - OF. astuce — L. astütia.) 


asunder  os4ndoi apart. ME. asundre 
(xir), o sunder (xi), OE. phr. on sundran, 
-um, i.e. on ON, A-!-Fobl. forms of sundor ; 
See SUNDER. 


aswoon oswiürn (arch.) ina swoon. xiv(Ch.). 
Late ME. aswone, alteration of iswon, 
OE. geswogen, pp. of swégan; see SWOON. 


asylum  osailom inviolable sanctuary for 
criminals, etc. xv (Lydg.); place of refuge 
XVII; institution for the afflicted XVIII. = L, 
asylum — Gr. dsülon refuge, sb. use of n. of 
dsulos inviolable, f. a- a-4+ silé, stilon right 
of seizure. Formerly also tasile (xIv—XVIII) 
—(O)F. aisle, asyle. 
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asymptote az'simtout (geom.) line which 
approaches nearer and nearer to a curve 
without meeting it. xvii. - modL. asym- 
ptota (sc. linea hine) - Gr. asúmptõtos, sb. 
use (sc. grammé line) of adj. 'not falling 
together’, f. a- a-4+-stin with, sYN-+ ptotés 
apt to fall (*pt- *pet-, piptein fall), 
asyndeton osindoton (gram.) construction 
in which a conjunctive element is omitted. 
XVI. —~modL.~ Gr. astindeton, n. of astin- 
detos unconnected, f. a- A-*-:-siindetos, vbl. 
adj. of sundein, f. sun- SYN--+ dein bind. 


at ct, ot CGerm. (and to some extent 
IE.) prep. denoting position and motion 
towards. OE. aet — OFris. et, OS. at, 
OHG. az, ON., Goth. at; CGerm. prep. 
and verbal prefix, further rel. to L. (and 
Osco-Umbrian) ad to, at, Ap-, Olr. ad-, as 
in ad|con|dare I have seen. Lost in sw. Eng. 
dial, as in modDu. and G., and replaced 
by to; in Scand., on the other hand, to was 
lost and its place taken by at (e.g. with the 
inf.; whence the use in north. Eng. dial. ; 
cf. ADO). In ME. in combination with the 
dative of the def. art. (OE. et bá&m m., n., 
at b#re fem.) it made a single word, atten, 
later atte, ate, atter(e); e.g. atten ende, at- 
tende at the end, attere dure, ate dure, whence 
early mod. Eng. reduced forms at end, at 
door (Sh.), at first, at last, and the like. 


at- assim. form of AD- before £; see AC-. 


atabal æ təbæl Moorish  kettle-drum. 
XVII. — Sp. atabal - Arab. at-tabl, i.e. al 
AL-?, tabl drum. 


ataghan, ataman vars. 
HETMAN. 


ataunt oti-nt (naut.) with all sails set. 
XVII. See TAUNT?, 


atavism æ'təvizm tendency to reproduce 
the ancestral type. XIX. — F. atavisme, f. L. 
atavus great-grandfather’s grandfather, f. 
at- ‘farther beyond’ +avus grandfather (cf. 
OPruss. awis, Lith. avýnas uncle, Goth. awō 
grandmother); see -ISM. 


ataxy æ'təksi tdisorderliness ; (path.) func- 
tional irregularity (see LOCOMOTOR). XVII. 
- mod L. ataxia (also used) ~ Gr. ataxia, f. a- 
A-4- táxis order; see TACTIC, -Y?. 


-ate! eit, ət repr. F. -at (= Sp. -ADO, It. -ato) 
- L. -dtus, comp. suffix orig. f. stems of verbs 
in -dre + -tus (cf. juventus YOUTH), but later 
added directly to sbs, to form abstract sbs. 
(i) denoting action or state, as céndtus 
endeavour, plordtus weeping, ululãtus howl- 
ing; cdonsuldtus consulship, magistrdtus 
magistracy, pontificdtus, primdtus PRIMACY} 
similarly ChrL.  diaconátus, episcopátus, 
presbyterátus ; (ii) 1n coll. sense, as comitátus 
escort, retinue, equitátus cavalry, senátus 
SENATE; (iii) in concr. sense, as magistrátus 
MAGISTRATE, matrondtus matron’s dress, 
potentdtus POTENTATE ; corr. to Gr. -étis in 
boétis shouting, edéitis food, pothétus long- 
ing = OE. -op, -ap (as in fiséop fishing, 
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drugop DROUGHT), OHG. -ód, Goth. -ófu-. 
On the model of cardinalate (— F.), -ate has 
been suffixed to native words, e.g. alder- 
manate. 


-ate? (in adjs.) ot, (in some sbs.) eit suffix 
of pps., ppl. adjs., and sbs., repr. (partly 
through OF. -at, -ate) L. -dtus, -dta, -dtum, 
ending of the pps. of verbs in -dre, f. -@-+ 
-tus, gen. ppl. suffix, as in doctus, monitus, 
rectus, auditus, pps. of docére, monére, regere, 
audire, and corr. to Gr. -tos, as in dgndstos 
unknown, gndtds known, mathétds (that may 
be) learnt, siteutós fatted. ‘There are many 
adjs. of this origin, as desolate, desperate, 
inchoate, moderate, separate; situate survives 
as a pp. a. Added to sbs. with the sense 
‘provided with’, it produced many adjs., 
as dentdatus toothed, folidtus leaved, leafy, 
insensdtus INSENSATE, litterdius LITERATE, 
togdtus wearing a toga, tesselldtus tiled; on 
this model were made numerous adjs. in 
nat. hist., etc., as angustifoliate narrow- 
leaved, lunulate crescent-shaped. b. L. pps. 
were used as sbs., in all three genders, as 
(i) leg@tus one sent as a deputy, LEGATE, 
(medL.) prælätus PRELATE, curãtus one pro- 
vided with a cure of souls, CURATE (cf. -ADO); 
(ii) medL. carucdta CARUCATE, virgata 
VIRGATE, and numerous sbs. in the Rom. 
langs. (repr. by F. -ée, Sp. -ada, It. -ata; 
cf. -ADE); (ii) L. mandaátum command, 
MAUNDY, modL. pracipitátum PRECIPITATE ; 
in chem. (through uses like modL. plumbum 
acetatum salt produced by the action of 
acetic acid on lead) extended to the nomen- 
clature of salts of acids denominated by 
adjs. in -:c. Cf. -v5. 


eate® eit suffix of verbs formed on pp. 
stems (-dt-) of L. verbs in -are, orig. on the 
basis of existing pp. forms in -ATE?, which 
were at first often used concurrently with 
the infs. as their pps., e.g. inf. consecrate, 
pp. consecrate (later consecrated); it conse- 
quently became possible to form an Eng. 
verb in -ate on any L. verb in -dre. Many 
F. verbs in -er (1- L. -áre) have been angli- 
cized by the addition of this suffix to their 
stems, e.g. FELICITATE. 


atelier z-toliei, atalje workshop, artist's 
studio. (xvir), xix (Greville, ‘Thackeray). 
(O)F., f. (with -zer :— L., -drium -ARIUM) OF. 
astelle splinter, thin board := late L. astella, 
for L. astula, alteration of assula, dim. of 
assis board, plank. 


Athanasian zponei'fion pert. (tradition- 
ally) to Athanasius (A.D. 203—373), bishop of 
Alexandria. xvi. -ecclL. Jthanasiánus 
(Augustine); see -IAN. 


atheism erpiizm disbelief in God. xv. 
— F. athéisme (xvi), f. Gr. dtheos without 
God, denying God, f. a- A-*-Ftheós god. 
(A rare Tatheonism xv1 was perh. f. It. atheo; 
Coverdale refers to ‘the Italian atheoi’.) So 
a'theist. xvi. - F. athéiste or It. atheista; 
see -ISM, -IST; hence athersTIC, -U'STICAL. 
xvii, (Other attempts to adopt Gr. dtheos, 


viz. Tatheal, Tathean, were short-lived. Cf. 
F. athée atheist.) 


atheling æ ðəlin (hist.) prince. OE. æpþeling = 
OF tis. etheling, edling, OS. cõiling (MLG., 
MDu. edelinc), OHG. adaling (whence 
medL. adal-, adelingus) :- WGerm. *ape- 
liyga, f. *apal- race, family (cf. OE. zpele 
noble, etc.)-+ patronymic suffix -in-. 


athematic epime‘tik (philol. formed 
without a thematic vowel. xix. f. A-*+ 
THEMATIC, 


athenæum  epiniom temple of Athene 
at Athens, in which professors taught, etc. ; 
literary or scientific club ; literary club-room. 
XVIIL. = late L. Athēnæum — Gr. Athénaton, 
sb. use of n. of adj. ‘pert, to Athéné’, goddess 
of wisdom. 


athetize  z-piítaiz reject (a passage) as 
spurious. XIX. f. Gr. dthetos set aside; 
formed to render Gr. athetein; see -IZE. 


athirst apd-ist (arch.) thirsting. OE. 
ofpyrst, short form of ofbyrsted, pp. of 
ofpyrstan suffer thirst, f. of- a-?+ pyrst 
THIRST; ME. vars. were ofpurst, athurst, 
afurst, athrist. Cf. AHUNGERED. 


athlete z':plit competitor in public games 
of ancient Greece and Rome; one trained 
or expert in physical exercises. xvIII (once Xv). 
— L. athléta — Gr. athlétes, f£. athletn contend 
for a prize, f. dthlos contest, dthlon prize; 
before c. 1750 the L. form was in use. (Not 
in J.) So athletic zple:tik. xvir. = F. ath- 
létique (Rabelais) or L. athléticus - Gr. athlé- 
tikds, f. athlétés; sb. pl. athletics xvi; 
athle-ticAL xvi. 


athwart əþwō'ıt across. xv (first in Sc.). 
f. A-1--THWART, prob. after ON. um þvert 
‘over in a transverse direction’. 


-atic æ'tik repr. F. -atique — L. -áticus, orig. 

f. pp. stems in -dt- (see -ATE?) -- -icus -IC, as 
erráticus of a wandering nature, ERRATIC, 
voláticus of the flying kind, later extended 
to sbs., e.g. aqudticus AQUATIC, Asidticus, 
fandaticus FANATIC, umbrdticus shady. 'The 
neuter of such adjs. was used as sb., e.g. 
viüticum provision for a VOYAGE, whence 
the extended use of the suffix in Rom. repr. 
by -AGE. @ In AROMATIC, AXIOMATIC, 
PROBLEMATIC, and the like, -atic repr. Gr. 
-atikds, f. n. stems in -at-. 


-atile otail repr. F. -atile- L. -atilis, in 
formation (see -ILE) and sense similar to 
-ATIC, e.g. volatilis VOLATILE, f. volaát-, 
voláre fly, (with sbs.) fluvidtilis, umbrátilis, 
f. flivius, umbra. 


atilt əti'lt tilted; at the tilt (in jousting). 
XVI. f, Al-+ TILT 


-ation ei:[on — OF. -acioun, -aciun (mod. 
-ation) —- L. -dtiónem, nom. -dtió, the form 
resulting from the addition of -£ió -TION to 
verb-stems in d. The great majority of Eng. 
words in -ation have corr. vbs. in -ATE?, as 
creation, moderation, saturation, beside 
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create, moderate, saturate; some have no 
such corr. vb., as capitation, constellation, 
duration, lunation; others are formed 
directly on vbs. in -IZE, as civilization, 
organization. A large number, by the 
circumstances of their origin, have corr. 
vbs. of other forms, as apply and applica- 
tion, modify and modification, publish and 
publication, prove and probation. Others 
have the appearance of being formed on 
Eng. vbs., as alteration, causation, formation, 
notation, vexation; hence the practice (from 
XVI) of adding the suffix to miscellaneous 
vbs., as tblindation, botheration, flirtation, 
t+foolation, ‘tschoolation, starvation, and 
occas. to other parts of speech, as backwarda- 
tion (in stock exch. lang.). 

-ative otiv ~ F. -atif, -ative-L. -Gtivus, 
-iua, formed by the addition of -īvus -IVE 
to pp. stems in -dat-, as demonstrátivus 
DEMONSTRATIVE; the number of such adjs. 
was increased in late and med. L. (among 
them several techn. terms, as abldtivus, 
affirmativus, figtirdtivus, putdtivus) and were 
the models for many more in the Rom. 
langs. Such pairs as affirm and affirmative 
furnished an analogy for talkative (xv). In 
medL. qudlitativus and quantitdtivus were 
formed on the sbs. qualitás, quantitàs ; hence 
authoritative, f. authority. The neut. of a 
few L. adjs. was used sb., e.g. dondtivum 
DONATIVE. In Eng. several adjs. have been 
so used, as narrative, purgative. 


Atlantic otle:ntik. xv (Higden) - L. 
Atlanticus = Gr. Atlantikós, f.  Atlant-, 
A'tlàs name of (1) the Titan who was sup- 
posed to hold up the pillars of the universe, 
and (i) the mountain in Libya which was 
held to support the heavens, whence the 
application of the adj. to the sea near the 
west coast of Africa, from which it was 
extended to the ocean lying between Europe 
and Africa on the east and the Americas on 
the west; see -ic and cf. F. atlantique. 
€ Trevisa has ‘be sea of occean of athlant’, 
rendering L. oceanus Atlanticus. 

atlas  z:tlos supporter, mainstay XVI; 
volume of maps xvii. The Titan Atlas (see 
prec.) was often figured with the terrestrial 
globe on his shoulders, whence the applica- 
tion of the name to a collection of maps. 


atmosphere az'tmosfio: gaseous envelope 
of a body, spec. the mass of air enveloping 
the earth. xvii. - modL. atmosphera, f. Gr. 
atmós vapour+sphaira ball, SPHERE. Hence 
atmospheric -sferik XVIII, -ICAL XVII. 


atoll ətəo'l, æ'təl coral island xvII; lagoon 

belt (Darwin, 1842). - Maldive atolu, said 
to be rel. to Cingalese ġätul interior; the 
Maldive name for the islands, which are 
typical examples of coral structure. 


atom 2z'tam (hist.) body so small as to be 
incapable of division xvi ; supposed ultimate 
particle of matter xvir; hence in mod. 
physics and chem. xix. —- (O)F. atome - L. 
atomus smallest particle, smallest medieval 


division of time — Gr. átomos, sb. use of adj. 
&* k 0c 3 » M + 

indivisible’ (as in ropot oe atoms), f. 
a- A-*-|- *tom- (cf. ANATOMY, TOME). Hence 
atomic ətə'mik XVIIL. — modL. atfomicus. 


atomy! z‘tami skeleton (lit. and fig.). 
XVI (Sh.). Aphetic of ANATOMY. 


atomy? z‘tami atom, mote, tiny being, 
mite. xvi (Sh.). prob. f. atomi, pl. of L. 
atomus ATOM, but assoc. with prec. 


at once otwa:ns with one grasp, step, act. 
ME. at ones (x111), phr. f. AT-- g. of ONE (cf. 
NONCE). 

atone otou'n reconcile, appease. XVI (once XV 
be reconciled). Back-formation from ato-ne= 
MENT (xvi, More, Tindale), f. phr. at one in 
harmony (XIII)4- -MENT, after medL, adtind- 
mentum (vitI), f. adtindre unite, and earlier 
onement (in Wycl. Bible tr. L.. 1226 union), 
as used in make an onement be reconciled, 
set at onement reconcile. ‘The pronunc. oun 
of -one is as in alone and only. 


atonic oto:nik lacking tone xvi; (philol.) 
unaccented XIX. f. a- A-4+ TONIC, infl. (esp. 
philol.) by F. atonique; cf. Gr. dtonos. 


-ator eitər repr. L. -átor, suffix combining 
-TOR with vb.-stems in -d- and forming 
agent-nouns, e.g. creator, dictator, medidtor, 
spectator, translator; a few others were 
formed in L. on -atus -ATE!, e.g. senátor. 
‘The earliest of such sbs. were adopted in 
OF. form with -atour (mod. -ateur), and 
later accommodated to the L. originals. 
From xvi modL. formations such as de- 
nominator and numerator appear. From XVII 
the suffix began to be used for names of 
instruments, e.g. perambulator, and in anat., 
e.g. levator, rotator; but such formations 
were not common till early xix, since when 
they have become fairly numerous as names 
of implements and machines, e.g. accumu- 
lator, detonator, elevator, escalator, generator, 
incubator, indicator, percolator, refrigerator, 
regulator, separator, ventilator. 

atrabilious — ztrobilios hypochondriac. 
xvii, f. L. átra bilis black BILE, tr. Gr. 
melagkholia MELANCHOLY; see -Ious. The 
deriv. medL. adj. atrabilürius has been 
repr. by tatrabilar, -aire (so F.), atrabilarian, 
-arious, Tatrabilary, -biliar, -iary. 

atrip otrrp (naut) applied to things in 
raised positions. XVII. f. A-'-[- TRIP. 


atrium  ertriom central court of an 
ancient Roman house xvi1; (anat.) chamber 
of an organ of the body XIX. = L. 


atrocious ətrou'fəs excessively cruel or 
wicked. xvi. f. L. atréci-, atrdx fierce, 
cruel, prob. orig. ‘of black aspect’, f. ater 
black, dark + oc-, stem of oculus EYE; see 
-rious and cf. F. atroce. So atrocity 
ətrə'siti. xvVI. — (O)F. or L. 


atrophy æ'trəfi wasting away of the body. 
XVIL — late L. atrophia — Gr. atrophíá, f. átro- 
phos ill-nourished, f. a- A-*-2- trophe nourish- 
ment, tréphein nourish. So a:trophiep 
-fid. xvi. -— F. atrophié (Paré). 
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atropine z‘trépin alkaloid poison from 
belladonna. xix. f. modL. atropa deadly 
nightshade, fem. f. Gr. Atropos (‘Inflexible’) 
name of one of the Fates, f. a- a-*+ *trop- 
*trep- turn (cf. TROPIC); see -INE°. 


attach otz't| A. seize, arrest xiv ; B. fasten, 
join xv; adhere xvii. In A. — OF. atachier 
(mod. attacher) — It. attaccare, Sp. atacar ; 
in B. —-alteration, by prefix-substitution, of 
OF. estachier fasten, fix = Pr., Sp. estacar; 
= Germ. *stakén, f. *stak- sraxe’. In B 
- modF. So atta-chMenT leg. (writ of) ap- 


prehension xv; fastening XVIII. = (O)F.; in ~ 


legal AL. attachiãmentum. 


attaché ætæ' fei, |latafe one attached to 
the suite of an ambassador. xix. F., pp. of 
attacher ATTACH. 


attack otek assail, assault. xvi (Holland). 
—- F. attaquer — It. attaccare, as in attaccare 
battaglia join battle (see ATTACH). Hence, or 
= F. attaque ({— It. attacco) attack sb. xvi 
(once in Milton's poems). 


attain otein  Tstrike, attaint; reach (to). 
XIV. - AN. atain-, atein-, OF. ataign-, 
ateign-, stem of ataindre, -eindre (mod. 
atteindre) :- L. attingere touch on, reach, 
f. ad AT- 4- tangere touch (cf. TANGENT). 
Hence attabnMENT personal accomplish- 
ment (now chiefly pl.). xvii. Cf. CONTAIN. 


attainder otei:ndor process of attainting. 
xv. — AN. attainder, atteinder (xiv), sb. 
use of inf. atteinder, (O)F. atteindre ATTAIN ; 
see -ER*, 


attaint oternt  fconvict; subject to at- 
tainder XIv; (arch.) affect, infect xvi. f. 
attaint pp. convicted, attainted, infected 
(xiv) - OF. ataint, ateint, pp. of ataindre 
ATTAIN ; infl. later in meaning by TAINT. (Cf. 
the origin of convict vb.). Hence tattai-nt 
sb. conviction Xiv; blow, wound; taint. XVI. 


attar z‘tar fragrant essence (of roses). 
XVIII. ~ Pers. ‘atar perfume essence (‘atar- 
gul essence of roses)- Arab. 'utür, 'ojór, 
pl. of ‘itr aroma, f. 'atara exhale perfume. 
Earlier OTTO. 


attempt əte'mPt make an effort, try. XIV 
(Gower). = OF. attempter, latinized form 
of atenter (mod. attenter) = Pr. attentar, 
]t. attentare: — L. attemptàre, f. ad AT-+ 
temptáre TEMPT. Hence atte: mpt sb. xvr. 


attend əte'nd A. direct the mental or 
physical faculties, apply oneself to xit: 
(Cursor M.). B. take care of, wait upon xv; 
be present at xvir; ¢C. wait for, expect xv. 
= OF. atendre (mod. attendre wait for) :- 
L. attendere, f. ad AT- + tendere stretch, 
TEND!, Aphetic TEND?. So atte-ndaNce. 
xiv (Ch.). - OF. attendance. atte:ndant 
adj. xiv (Gower); sb. xv. — OF. attendant. 
atte-nTION. XIV (Ch., tr. L.; thereafter rare 
before xvi, Sh.). ~L. attentid(n-); cf. F. 
attention (XVI). attentive. xIv (Sc.). 
— (OJF. attentif. 


attenuate ote:njueit make thin or weak. 
XVI. f. pp. stem of L. attenuàare, f. ad AT-4- 
tenuáre, f. tenuis THIN ; see -ATE*. 


attest ote:st bear witness to; call as wit- 

ness. XVI (Spenser, Sh.). - F. attester = L. 
attestárt, f. ad AT--J-testári witness (cf. 
TESTAMENT). So attesta:TION. XV. -F. 
- late L. 


attic z-tik (archit.) decorativestructure placed 

above an order (usu. Attic) of much greater 
height; (orig. attic storey) top storey of 
a building, prop. one enclosed by such a 
structure. XVIII. spec. use of ATTIC as 
applied to a square column of any of the 
five orders. (Cf. ‘Nous appellons aussi 
Attique dans nos bastimens un ordre que 
l'on met sur un autre beaucoup plus grand. 
.. . Ce petit ordre n'a ordinairement que 
des Pilastres d'une fagon particuliere, qui 
est à la maniere Attique dont le nom luy 
a esté donné’, Félibien, 1676.) 


Attic æ'tik of Attica, Athenian. xvi. = L. 
Atticus - Gr. Attikós. A. salt or wit (L. sal 
atticum). So AtticIsM æ'tisizm Greek 
idiom as used by Athenians ; elegant Greek. 
xvil. ~ Gr. Attikismos. AstticizeE. xvii. = Gr. 


attire ətaiəs'ı tput in order, equip xri; 
dress xiv. —- OF. atir(i)r arrange, equip, 
dress, deck = Pr. atieirar, f. phr. OF. 
a tire, Pr. a tieira in succession or order, of 
unkn, origin. See TIRE*. Hence atti-re sb. 
equipment; dress. XIII. 


attitude z'titjid Tdisposition of a figure in 
statuary or painting XVII; posture XVIII. 
~ F. attitude — It. attitudine, Sp. actitud fit- 
ness, disposition, posture :- late L. aptitd- 
dinem, -üd APTITUDE; prop. a techn. term 
of the arts of design ; see -TUDE. 


attorney! ətö'ni legal agent. xiv. - OF. 
atorné, aturné, sb. use of pp. of atorner 
assign, appoint (whence law L. attorxdre), 
f. a AD-4+ torner TURN. 


attorney? ot3uni legal agency (in letter, 
power of attorney). xv. - OF. atornée, sb. 
use of fem. pp. of atorner (see prec.). 


attract otrekt draw to oneself or itself. 
xv. f. attract-, pp. stem of L. attrahere, 
f. ad atT-+trahere draw (cf. TRACT). So 
attra‘cTION. xv. — F. attraction or L. at- 
tractió(n-). attra-cTIvE. xiv. — F. attractif, 
-ive (= Pr. atractiu, It. attrattivo) - late L. 


attribute  z-tribjüt quality or character 
ascribed, appropriate, or characteristic. xv. 
—- (OJF. attribut or L. attribütum, sb. use of 
n. pp. of attribuere, f. ad AT--- tribuere allot 
(cf. TRIBUTE), So attribute  otri-bjüt 
assign, ascribe. xvi. f. the pp. stem; 
formerly str. attribute, attribu-te. attribu:- 
TION. XV. -(O)F.- L. attri-butivg. xvir. 
- F. attributif, -ive. 


attrition ətri'fən (theol. imperfect contri- 
tion XiV (Cb.); rubbing away xv. - late L. 
attritio(n-), f. attrit-, pp. stem of atterere, 
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ATWO 


AUNTER 





f. ad AT-+ terere rub; see TRITE, -ITION, and 
cf. F. attrition (Xvi). 


atwo oti: (dial.) in or into two parts. OE. 
on twa, on tu, i.e. ON, TWO; cf. OF ris. ontwa, 
atwa. 


aubade oubá:d,||obad song or salute at 
dawn. xix. F.- Sp. albada, f. alba (= F. 
aube, etc.) :- CRom. *aiba dawn, sb. use of 
fem. of albus white (cf. A.B); see -ADE. 


aubergine ou:bargin, -3i:n fruit of the egg- 
plant, Solanum esculentum, BRINJAL. XVIII. 
— F. aubergine — Cat. alberginia — Arab. aiba- 
dinjdn —- (with AL-°) Pers. bddingdn ~ Skr. 
vatimgana (whence Hind. baingan, began). 


aubrietia óbrir[o (erron. aubretia) cruci- 
ferous plant. xix. - modL., f. name of 
Claude Aubriet, after whom it was named 
by Adanson in 1763; see -1A!. 


auburn d:bain_ (orig.) yellowish-white, 
(now) golden-brown. xv (aborne, alborne). 
xv (Lydg.). - OF. alborne, auborne :- medL. 
alburnus whitish, f. albus white (rel. to Gr. 
alphós); in xv-xvit often abrun, -o(u)n, 
abrown, and so assoc. with brown. 


auctarium  okteo:riom architectural en- 
largement of a library. xvii (also anglicized 
tauctary, and in gen. sense). — mod. use of 
L. auctárium surplus weight or charge, f. 
auct-, pp. stem of augére increase, AUGMENT } 
see -ARIUM. 


auction 5:kfan public sale in which articles 
are sold to the highest bidder. xvi. — L. 
auctió(n-) increase, public sale in which bids 
are increased, f. auct-, pp. stem of augére 


increase; see AUGMENT, -TION. Hence 
auctionEE Rl. XVIII. 
audacious  óderí[os daring; presump- 


tuously defiant. xvr. f. L. audáci-, audáx 
bold, f. audére dare, f. *audus, contr. of 
avidus AVID; see -IoUS. So audacity 
ddesiti. xv. f. medL. auddcitds; see -ITY. 


audible 5:dibl that can be heard. xvi. 
- late L. audililis, £. L. audire hear, f. base 
*awiz-, found also in Gr. aisthdnesthai 
(*aris-) perceive; see -IBLE. So audizNcE 
5ó'dions hearing, esp. formal, judicial, etc. 
xiv (PPL, Ch); assembly of hearers xv. 
~(O)F. audience, refash. after L. of tozance 
:- L. audientia, f. prp. of audire. audit 
oó-dit examination of accounts; settlement 
of accounts between landlord and tenant 
XV; Thearing xv. - L. auditus hearing, f. 
audit-, pp. stem of audire; cf. AN. audit 
hearing (Gower). (Auditing was performed 
by oral recitation of the accounts.) Hence 
au:dit vb. xv. audi-rioN. xvi. - L. au: diton!. 
xiV (Shoreham). - AN. auditour, (O)F. audi- 
teur - L. auditórem. audito: rium xvi, 
earlier au-ditonv? xiv (Wyclif). =- L. 

Augean i:d3ion abominably filthy. xvr. 
f. L. Augéds, Gr. Augeids name of a fabulous 
king of Elis whose stable of 3,000 oxen, 
uncleansed for 30 years, was purged by 
Hercules; see -EAN, 


auger gor carpenter's boring-tool. OE. 
nafogar, f. nafu NAVE! + gdr javelin, spear, 
piercer, borer (GoORE*), i.e. orig. pointed 
tool for boring the naves of wheels; corr. to 
OS. nabugér (Du. avegaar, eveger, egger), 
OHG. nabugér (G. ndber, tneber), ON. 
nafarr; the CGerm. word was adopted in 
Finn. as napakaira. Forms showing loss of 
initial n, as in adder, apron, umpire, occur 
xv; cf. the Du. forms. 


aught dt (arch.) anything. OE. dwitht, 
Gwuht, duht, dht; corr. to OF ris. «et, det, 
OS. éowiht, MDu. tet (Du. sets :— *ietwes), 
OHG. eowiht, iewiht (MHG. teht, tewet, 
iet); WGerm. comp. of ay! (ever) and WIGHT 
(creature, thing). The sp. aught reflects a 
var. of OE. dht (ME. auht, au3t) with 
shortened vowel )( ouGHT?. Cf. NAUGHT. 


augment ogmont Tincrease xv; (gram.) 
prefixed syllable in past tenses of IE. verbs 
xvirt. — (O)F. augment or late L. augmentum, 
f. augére increase; see -MENT. So aug- 
me-nt vb. xv (Lydg.) - (O)F. augmenter or 
late L. augmentàre. augmentA' TION. XV. 
augme:-ntATIVE. XV. 


augur o:goi one who divines by the flight, 
etc. of birds. xiv. — L. augur, earlier auger, 
prob. f. avis bird (cf. AUSPICE)+- gerere 
perform (see GESTURE). Hence au:gur vb. 
XVI (Sc. ; in Eng. use xvi1, Jonson), after L. 
augurári. So augury $'gjürt the augur's 
art XIV (Ch); omen, prognostic XVII. 
— OF. augurie or L. augurium; see -v*. Cf. 
INAUGURAL, -ATE?. 


august gast of stately dignity. XVII 
(Wither). —(O)F. auguste or L. augustus, 
prob. f. base of augére increase, AUGMENT. 


August d-gast eighth month of the year. 
OE. August ~ L. Augustus, so named after 
the first Roman emperor, Augustus Ceesar. 


auk 5k northern sea-bird. xvi (prob. 
earlier in local use). - ON. dlka (Sw. alka, 
Da. alke). 


auld ild, (Sc.) ald Sc. form repr. OE. 
(Anglian) ald ovp; familiar in England in 
auld lang syne ‘old long ago’ (see SYNE), 
Auld Reekie ‘Old Smoky’, Edinburgh. 


aumbry,ambry 5-mbri, a-- (dial.) cupboard, 
press, locker xiv (Ch., PPl., Wycl. Bible, 
Trevisa); (in church use) xv. Late ME. 
almarie, passing to aumery, aumbry (xvi) 
— OF. almarie, var. of armarie (mod. armoire) 
- L. armárium closet, chest, f. arma in the 
transf. sense ‘utensils’? (see ARM*). 


aunt ānt father’s or mother’s sister. XIII 
(RGlouc.). - AN. aunte, OF. ante (mod. 
tante) = Pr. amda = L. amita, extension of 
a hypocoristic form *am(m)a mother (cf. Gr. 
ammás, G. amme nurse, ON. amma grand- 
mother). In x11I—xvir by coalescence of m 
in myn aunt, thyn aunt, naunt was estab- 
lished and survives dial. (cf. NEWT). Hence 
au:ntie, -y xvii1 (Burns); see -v$. 


aunter, auntrous see ADVENTURE. 
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AURA 


aura 5-ra exhalation. xvii. = L. = Gr. 
aura breath, breeze (cf. AIR, WIND). 


aural ó'rol] pert. to the organ of hearing. 
XIX. f. L. auris EAR -- -AL. So aWwrisT 
specialist in diseases of the ear. XVII. 


aureate S-rist golden (lit. and fig). xv 
(Lydg.). - late L. aureátus, f. aureus golden, 
f. aurum gold; see -ATE*, 


aurelia 2orrlio chrysalis. xvir (Topsell, 
Boyle). — It. aurelia silkworm in its cocoon, 
sb. use of fem. of aurelio golden (Florio). 


aureole o'rioul saint's crown of glory xi11; 
halo xix. —-(O)F. auréole - L. aureola, sb. 
use (sc. coróna crown) of adj. aureolus 
golden, f. aurum gold. 


auri- o'ri, ór: comb. form of L. aurum 
gold, e.g. auri'FEROUS (XVIII), f. L. aurifer. 
Also irreg. auro- (see -0-). 


auricle ö'rikl external ear; lobe; cavity of 
the heart. xvii. — L. auricula (see next). 


auricula óorrkjülo species of primula. XVIII 
(eaxlier Tauriculus). - L., dim. of auris EAR; 
so named from the shape of the leaves. 


auricular orrkjülor spoken into the ear. 
xv. -late L. auriculàris, f. auricula; see 
prec. and -AR. 


aurochs ó'roks wild ox; European bison. 
XVIII. G., early var. of auerochs (OHG. 
ürohso, f. ür = OE. ür, etc., of unkn. origin 
+ohso ox). The Germ. word is the source 
of L. ürus. 


aurora ord‘ro dawn xiv (Trev.); luminous 
atmospheric phenomenon near the poles, 
‘northern lights’ xvir; also aurora borealis 
borierlis (see BOREAL), so named by Pierre 
Gassendi in 1621. - L. aurora, for *aurós, 
-oris (cf. FLORA and flos) ; see EAST. 


auscultation oskAltei'jon listening (spec. 
med.). xvii. — L. auscultátio(n-), £. auscul- 
táre, f. *aus-, base of auris EAR-|- an obscure 
el.; see -ATION. 


auspice ó'spis usu. pl. divination by birds 
XVI; propitious token ; favourable influence 
XVH. — EF. auspice or L. auspicium action of 
an auspex observer of the flight of birds for 
omens (cf. AUGUR), f. avi-s bird (rel. to 
synon. Gr. and Indo-Iranian words) + 
*spic- look (cf. spy). Hence auspicious 
ospi:[os. xvir (Sh.). 

austere dstio-1 stern; severe in self-dis- 
cipline, xiV. = (O)F, austère = L. austērus 
~ Gr. austérds making the tongue dry and 
rough, (hence) harsh, severe, f. atein,f. (h)atios 
dry (see SERE). So austeriry oste'riti. xIv. 


Austin ö'stin Augustinian (friar), follow- 
ing the so-called Rule of St. Augustine. 
xıv (Wyclif). Reduction of Augustin 
- (O)F. Augustin, transf. use of the proper 
name Augustin, L. Augustinus, St. Augustine 
(354-430), bishop of Hippo. 

autarchy  ótàiki absolute sovereignty; 
self-government. XVII. -— Gr. autarkhid, f. 


AUTOGRAPH 


aútarkhos, f. autós AUTO- + drkhein rule, 
-arkhos ruling; see -v*. 


autarky 4taiki self-sufficiency. XVII 
(-archie). — Gr. autdrkeia, f. autárhés self- 
sufficient, f£. autós AUTO- + arkeîn suffice; 
see -Y?. 


authentic ope: ntik  Tauthoritative XIV 
(R. Rolle); entitled to acceptance or belief 
as being reliable xiv (Ch.); actual, not 
imaginary XV; genuine, not counterfeit; 
(mus.) of modes xvi. ME, au(c)tentik 
- OF. autentique—late L. authenticus (whence 
also Sp., It. autentico) - Gr. authentikós 
principal, genuine, f. authentid original 
authority, authéntés doer, perpetrator, 
master, f. autós AUTO- + -hentés (as in 
sunéntés fellow-worker); see -Ic. Hence 
authenticate (see -ATE?), authenti-ciTYy. 
XVII. 


author d-po1 originator, inventor; com- 
poser of a book, etc. xiv (Wyclif, Ch.). 
ME. autour —- AN. autour, OF. autor (mod. 
auteur) — L. auctorem (-or), f. auct-, augére 
increase, promote, originate (cf. AUGMENT). 
The latinized spellings auctour, auctor were 
usual xv-xvi; aucthor, authour, author ap- 
pear XVI, with the graphic variant th for t 
(cf. rethour for rhetor), which finally influ- 
enced the pronunc. Hence aurthorzss!. 
XV (earliest forms aucteuresse, auctorice, 
auctrice). So authorrrv  óopo' riti. xim 
(AncrR.. ME. autorite - (OJF. autorité 
—-L. auctóritàs. Hence autho'ritarivr. 
XVII, authorize give authority to or for. 
xIv (Wyclif, Gower). - (O)F. - medL. 


auto! short for AUTO-DA-FÉ. XVIII. 
au‘to? short for AUTOMOBILE, after F. xix. 


auto- o-tou, oto repr. comb. form of Gr 

autós self, meaning 'of or by oneself, inde- 
pendently, self-', used in the foll. and in 
others ult. based on Gr. comps., and in 
many scientific words: au:toBIO:GRAPHY. 
x1x (Southey). autoce-phalous. xix. - Gr. ; 
see — CEPHALIC.  autochthon  óoto:kpon, 
-boun one sprung from the soil. XVH 
(Sir T. Browne); pl. aborigines. xvii. 
- Gr. autékhthén (khthén earth); hence 
autochthonous. XIx. - 


autocrat di-tokret absolute ruler. xix. 
— F.autocrate (a word of the French Revolu- 
tion) - Gr. autokrates, f. autós AUTO--d- 
krate-, krdtos power (cf. HARD). So auto- 
CRACY dto’krasi tindependent power xvi; 
absolute government xIx. ~ Gr. autokrateid; 
in mod, use after autocrat. autocratic, xix. 


auto-da-fé  5:toudafei: sentence of the 
Inquisition, and (esp.) its execution. XVIII. 
— (through F.) Pg. auto-da-fé ‘act (i.e. judi- 
cial sentence) of the faith’ (the Sp. form is 
auto de fe); see ACT, FAITH. 


autograph i-tograf authors own manu- 
script XVII or signature XVIH. — F. auto- 
graphe or L. autographum — Gr. autógraphon, 
sb. use of n. of autógraphos; see AUTO-, 
-GRAPH. Hence vb. xix. 
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AUTOMATON 


AVERNUS 





automaton dto'motan a thing viewed as 
self-acting. xvii. — L. automaton,-um. -— Gr. 
autómaton, sb. use of n. of autómatos, f. autós 
AUTO--|- *mntós, ppl. ad]. f. base *men- think 
(cf. MIND, MENTAL). So automa‘tic. XVIII. 
automa:‘TION. XX. 

automobile itomoubil, 5:tomóbil adj. 
self-propelling; sb. (chiefly U.S.) motor- 
car. 1887. -— F. automobile adj. (1876); see 
AUTO-, MOBILE, 


autonomy ito:nomi right of self-govern- 
ment. XVII. — Gr. autonomíá, f. autónomos 
(f. autós AUTO- 4- nómos law), whence auto:- 
nOmoUs XIX; see -Y?, 


autopsy ó'topsi post-mortem examination. 
XVII. — F. autopsie or modL. autopsia — Gr. 
autopsía, f. autóptés eye-witness; see AUTO-, 
OPTIC, -Y?, 

autumn 2otom third season of the year. 
XIV (autumpne, Ch. ; rare before xvi). - OF. 
autompne (mod. automne), later directly 
— L. autumnus. (For the omission of final n 
cf. column, condemn, damn, hymn, limn, 
solemn.) So autu-mnar! xvi. =L. 
autumnalis. 

auxiliary igzi‘ljari affording help; sub- 
sidiary. xvi1 (Bacon; tauxiliar is earlier 
xv). —-L. auxiliárius, f. auxilium help, f. 
base *aug- increase, AUGMENT, with s-exten- 
sion as in Gr. atixein, auxdnein; see ~ARY. 


avadavat var. of AMADAVAT. 


avail overl be of service, profit, or advan- 
tage x11 (Cursor M.); refl. with of xvut. 
Native formation on tvail vb. (of equal date) 
— OF. vail-, tonic stem of valoir :- L. valere 
be strong or worth (cf. VALOUR); prob. on 
analogy of pairs like amount, mount. So 
avail sb. advantage xv; cf. AN. avail. 
Hence avai-lanrE tof advantage xv; at one’s 
disposal xix. 


avalanche z:volànfí mass of descending or 

fallen snow. XVIIL. =F. avalanche, of 
Roumansch origin (avalantze, vallantze), 
alteration, by blending with avaler descend, 
of Alpine F. dial. /avanche (cf. Pr. lavanca, 
It. valanga), of unkn. origin. Q Occas. 
tvalanche (Smollett), tvollenge (xix). 


avarice  z'voris inordinate desire for 
wealth. xnur (Cursor M.). -—(O)F. avarice 
—- L. avaritia, f. avárus greedy, rel. to AVE, 
AVID, AUDACIOUS. So avaricious ævəri' fəs. 
XIV (Ch.). - (O)F. avaricieux ; preceded by 
tavarous {xIv—xv1) — OF. averos wealthy, 
f. aver possessions (:— L. habére have, hold), 
later assoc. with avare greedy, miser(ly). 


avast ova‘st (naut.) stop! xvi. -= Du. 
how vast, houd vast ‘hold fast’ (see HOLD!, 
FAST); the first syll. has been assim, to A-!. 


avatar zvotà'z (Hindu myth.) descent of 
a deity in incarnate form XVIII; manifesta- 
tion in human form, etc. XIX. — Skr. avatdra 
descent, f. dva off, away, down -1- tar- pass 
over, 


avaunt ovo'nt (arch.) begone! xv. - AN. 
avaunt, (O)F. avant before, onward :- Rom. 


abante, f. L. ab from, orr + ante before 
(cf. ANTE-). 


ave eivi short for Ave María! Hail, Mary! 
XII], partially anglicized Ave Mary xiv 
(Ch.); hail! welcome! farewell! xtv. As sb. 
Xin (À. Riwle) — L. ave, taken as imper. 
sg. of avére be or fare well. 


avenge əve'ndz take vengeance for. XIV. 
— OE. avengier, f. a- AD---vengier :- L. 
vindicáre VINDICATE. 


avens z'vonz species of Geum. xv. -= OF, 
avence — medL. avencia, of unkn. origin. 


aventurine  ove:ntjurin brownish glass 

interspersed with golden spangles, first 
made at Murano, near Venice; (min.) 
variety of quartz. XIX. — F. aventurine — It. 
avventurino, f. avventura chance; so called 
from its accidental discovery; see ADVEN- 
TURE, -INE!, 


avenue z'vonju approach; broad road- 
way. XVII. — F. avenue, sb. use of fem. pp. 
of avenir += L. advenire approach, f. ad AD-+ 
venire COME; Cf, VENUE. 


aver ov3:i Tdeclare to be true xiv (Wyclif); 
justify, prove xv; assert asa fact xvi. —(O)F. 
avérer (corr. to Pr. averar, It. avverare), f. 
a- AD-+OF. veir, voir := L. vérus true (cf. 
VERITY, VERY). So ave’rMENT. xv. —AN., 
OF. aver(r)ement. 


average z'vorida Tcharge over and above 
the shipment freight (xv ?); loss to owners 
arising from damage at sea; incidence of 
such loss or its equitable distribution among 
interested parties xvi; (arithmetical mean 
obtained by) distribution of the aggregate 
irregularities of a series among all the mem- 
bers of the series XVIII. Earlier forms 
auerays, averi(d)ge~F. avarie (pl. -ies) 
damage to ship or cargo — It. avaria (first 
known from Genoa and _ Pisa) — Arab. 
*awariya damaged goods, pl. of 'awár damage 
at sea, loss, f. ‘dra mutilate; perh. the use 
of the F. pi. (cf. also ‘avaris decay of wares, 
or merchandise, leakage of wines’, Cotgr.) 
induced phonetic assoc, with -AGE (through 
-i(d)\ge) and esp. with damage. 'The word 
has spread over most of Europe; cf. Pr. 
avarias expenses, Sp. averia, Du. (h)avery, 
G. havarie, haferei, Sw. haveri average, sea 
damage, Da. havari damage, break-down, 
Russ. aváriya. € Distinct from  (hist.) 
average feudal service involving horse- 
transport (xv) - medL. averágium, f. OE. 
aferian (au-) supply with horse-transport, 
f. *afor, eafor nag. 


Avernus əvõunəs Lago Averno in Cam- 
pania, the poisonous effluvium from which 
was said to kill birds, whence the name was 
used by Virgil (‘Aen.’ vi 126) to denote the 
mouth of Hades, and so by moderns for the 
infernal regions. xvi. L. (sc. lacus lake) 
— Gr. dornos (sc. limné) ‘the birdless (lake)’, 
f. a- A-*--órnis bird (see ERNE). 
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AVERROISM 


Averroism  zverouizm doctrine of a 
peripatetic sect embracing the tenet of the 
mortality of the individual soul. xvin. f. 
Averr(h)oes, latinization of Ibn Rushd, name 
of an Arabian philosopher of Cordova 
(d. 1225). 


averruncator s:vorApkertor branch-lop- 
ping instrument (shears or knife-blade) 
mounted on a pole. XxiX. f. averruncate 
(XVII) prop. avert, ward off, transf. prune, 
weed, f. pp. stem of L. àverruncàre (f. à, 
AB- + verruncare turn), which was falsely 
interpreted as f. ab--éruncáre (f. ë EX- + 
runcare weed); see -AToR. @ Bailey (1731) 
invented a supposedly correct aberuncate, 
perpetuated by J. 


averse avd-Is turned away (mentally). 
XVI. — L. aversus, pp. of àvertere AVERT. So 
ave'rsioN. XVI. =F. or L. So avert 
ovout turn away. XV. Partly - OF. avertir 
+= Rom. *avertire, for L. avertere (f£. d AB--+ 
vertere turn); partly direct from L. 


Avesta see ZEND-AVESTA. 


aviary ei'viori large cage for keeping birds. 
xvi (Harrison). -—L. aviárium, f. avis bird 
(cf. AUGUR, AUSPICE) ; see -ARY! 3. 


aviation eivieir[on aerial navigation. XIX 
(1887). -F. aviation (1869), irreg. f. 
L. avis bird d--ATION. So aviator ei-vieito1 
tflying-machine; pilot of an aeroplane. 
late xix. ~ F. aviateur. Hence aviate. 


avid z:vid greedy. xvin. - F. avide or 
L. avidus, f. avére long for; see AVARICE, 
-ID. Earlier (rare) tavidious xv, tavidous 
xvi. So avidity ovrditi. xv. — F. or L. 


avizandum, avis- zvize:ndom (Sc. law) 
consideration of a case out of court. XVII. 
~ medL., n. gerund (sc. est; ‘it is to be con- 
sidered’) of avizdre, avisdre consider; see 
ADVISE. 


avocado  zvoukáa:dou fruit of Persea 
gratissima. XVII (avogato). — Sp. avocado 
advocate (whence F. avocat), substituted by 
popular perversion for Aztec ahuacatl 
testicle, more closely repr. by Sp. aguacate ; 
further corrupted, through avigato, to 
alligator (pear) XVIII. 


avocation evokei-fan fdistraction from 
an occupation; task to which one is called 
away; minor occupation XVII; transf. to 
ordinary occupation xvii, — L. ávocatió(n-), 
f. dvocare call away, f. ã AB- + vocáre; see 
VOCATION, 


avocet, avoset  z'voset wading bird 
Recurvirostra. XVIII. — F. avocette (Buffon) 
~ It. avosetta, of unkn. origin. 


avoid ovord Tempty; Tmake void ; Twith- 
draw, retire XIV; leave alone, evade xvi. 
— AN. avoider — (with prefix-substitution) 
OF. esvuidier, evuider, f. es- Ex--+vuide 
empty, VOID. Hence avoi-daNcE. xiv. 


avoirdupois z:vaidjupoi:z [merchandise 
sold by weight; British system of weights. 


[65] 


AWE 


XIV. ME. aver-, avoirdepeis, -pois (later 
often hauer-, haber-) - OF. aveir de pets 
‘goods of weight’, i.e. aveir, avoir, ME. aver 
possession, estate (:~ L. habére have), de of, 
peis, later pois (mod. poids) weight (see 
POISE). ‘The substitution of meaningless 
du for de was established xvii. 


avouch ovau:tí in various senses of voucH. 
XVI. —- OF. avochier - L. advocáre ADVO- 
CATE vb. ; cf. next. 


avow oavau- acknowledge, own. XIII 
(Cursor M.). -(O)F. avouer (prop.) ac- 
knowledge as one’s own, (hence) recognize 
as valid — L. advocdre appeal to, invoke (see 
ADVOCATE). Hence avowsal. xvVIII; see ~AL?. 


avulsion əva'ʻlfən forcible separation or 
removal. xviI. —L. dvulsid(n-), f. dvuls-, 
avellere, f. à- AB- 4- vellere pluck (cf. VELLI- 
CATE); see -SION. 


avuncular ova:pkjülor pert. to an uncle. 
XIX. f. L. avunculus UNCLE-|- -AR. 


await aweit Twatch for xir (AncrR); 
wait upon; wait for XIV (Gower). —- AN. 
awaitier — OF. aguaitier, f. a- AD--l-waitier 
(mod. guetter) WAIT. 


awake oweik be roused from sleep OE.; 

rouse from sleep x11. OE. str. pt. onwéc, 
4wóc, pp. Gwacen; wk. pt. àuwacode; see 
WAKE!. Hence awa'ke adj. xim; clipped 
form of pp. awaken. So awa-ken cease to 
sleep OE.; rouse from sleep xvi. OE. on- 
wacnan, àwacnan, Aweecnian; see WAKEN. 


award  owo'd  Tdecide, determine xiv 
(Gower) ; determine upon, assign judicially, 
adjudge xvi. — AN. awarder, var. of ONF. 
eswarder, OF. esguarder consider, ordain = 
Pr. Pg. esguardar, lt. sguardare :- Rom. 
*exvardaàre, f. L. ex EX-!4- *wardáre WARD?. 
So award sb. xiv (Ch). —-AN. award, 
f. the vb. 


aware owea fon one’s guard; cognizant 
of. xui. ME. awar, for earlier iwar, OE. 
gewær = OS. giwar (MDu. ghewdre), OHG. 
ga-, giwar (G. gewahr); WGerm. formation 
f. *za- y--+ *war- WARE’. 

awash əwə'f flush with or washed by 
waves, washing about. XIX. f. A-l-- WASH. 


away oweir Late OE. aweg, for earlier 
onweg, orig. two words, ‘on (the or one’s) 
way’, (hence) ‘from such-and-such place’; 
out of existence XII; see ON, A-1, way. In 
ME. (x11) and mod. dial. reduced to way 
(e.g. in phr. tdo way ‘put away’, have done!) ; 
cf. MHG. enwec (for in wec), whence G. weg 
away, used as an adv. and as a separable 
prefix (e.g. wegtun remove; tut die hände 
weg! hands off!). 
awe o dread. xit. ME. a5e - ON. agi :- 
*azon, f. Germ. *ag- :- IE. *agh-, repr. by 
Gr. dkhesthai be grieved, Olr. -dgor (in 
adágor, etc.) fear, Goth. agis fear, unagands 
fearless, afagjan frighten off. The Scand. 
word displaced the native eie, eze, OE. ege 
- *aziz), first in the north and east, and 


AWHILE 


finally elsewhere. Hence awe vb. xiv, 
awFuL! 5-fal xin, awfully 5-foli xiv. awe- 
struck d-strak. xvi (Milton). 


awhile oaail for a time. OE. Gne hwile, 
ME. one hwile, obl. case of A and WHILE, 
reduced to a while and finally written as 
one word. xiv. Q Awhile is often by con- 
fusion written for a while, as after awhile. 


awkward s:kwoid tadv. in the wrong 
direction, with a back stroke xiv; adj. 
Tíroward xv; tuntoward; clumsy or un- 
gainly xvI; embarrassing, difficult xvuu. 
orig. north. and Sc.; f. tawk perverse, 
untoward (- ON. afugr, ofugr turned the 
wrong way, back foremost)+-warp. The 
ON. word is rel. to OS. abich, aboch, OHG. 
apuh, apah (MHG. ebech, ebich, G. dial. 
übich), £. *ab orr, away. 


awl 5l small tool for piercing holes. OE. 
æl = OHG. ala (MHG. ale, G. ahle), ON. 
alr, of unascertained origin; on the analogy 
of small (OE. smæl), the present sp. would 
be all, which was current XVI-XVII ; au- and 
aw- sps. are found as early as XVI ; in Exodus 
xxi 6 A.V. has aule. Cf. BRADAwL. €f To be 
distinguished from OE. dwel, dwel, *%wel, 
giving ME. owel, eawel flesh-hook. 

awn dn ‘beard’ of grain. xiv. - ON. agn-, 
obl. stem of ogn (Sw. agn, Da. avn), corr. 
to late OE. zgnan (pl), also egenu husk, 
chaff (whence dial. ain, ane), NFris. ein, 
OHG. agana (MHG. agene, agne, ane, G 
ahne), Goth. ahana chaff; cf. OL. agna 
(17 *acná) ear of corn, Gr. dkhné chaff, and, 
with other suffixes, Gr. dkhuron, Lith. 
akuotas awn; all based on IE. *ak- be sharp 
or pointed (cf. ACUTE). 

awning d:nin roof-like shelter (prop. 
naut.). xvii (Capt. John Smith of Virginia). 
Of unkn. origin. 


awry orai: obliquely, askew. xiv. Late ME. 
on wry (Barbour), awrie, -y (Ch., Gower), 
f. on, a A~1+ Wry. 


axe, U.S. ax «xks hewing implement. OE. 
ex (eax), æces = OS. akus (Du. aaks), 
OHG. ackus (MHG. ackes, mod. axt), 
OF ris. axa, ON. ox (obl. ex-), Goth. aqizi += 
CGerm.  *ahkwis,  *akusjó, repr. IE. 
*agwesi, *akusi; cf. also Gr. axiné axe, L. 
ascia (:— *acsid) plane, trowel, hoe, pick. 


axil sz'ksil (bot. upper angle between 
leaf and stem or branch and trunk. xviii. 
- modL. use of L. axilla arm-pit, dim. of 
*acslá, ala wing. So a-xillar, a‘xillary. 
XV11; after F. axillaire. 


axiology zksiodlodsi (philos.) value theory. 
XX. f. Gr. axia+-Locy. 


axiom æ'ksiəm universally accepted pro- 
position. xv (Caxton). = F. axiome or L. 
axióma — Gr. axíóma that which is thought 
fitting, decision, self-evident principle 
(Aristotle), f. axioín hold worthy, f. dxios 
worthy. Hence axioma-TIC XVIII, -A*TICAL, 
-a‘tically xvi. 


AZEDARAC 


axis! az'ksis pl. axes s'ksiz straight line 
about which a thing revolves or is symme- 
trically arranged. xiv (Trev.). - L. axis axle, 
pivot, axis of the earth, rel. to Skr. dkshas, 
Gr. dxon, OSI. ost, Lith. aszis, and OE. eax, 
æx axle (cf, taxtree XIII-XVII) = OF ris. axe, 
MLG., MDu. asse (Du. as), OHG. ahsa 
(G. achse) :- Germ. *aysé fem.: cf. AXLE. 


axis? z'ksis hog-deer of India. xvirr. 

Named by Buffon; a use of L. axis, re- 
corded by Pliny as the name of an Indian 
quadruped. 


axle z:ksl bar on the ends of which oppo- 

site carriage-wheels revolve xvit; but 
earlier (first in Cursor M. xiii) in axle- 
TREE ~ON. ọxultré, f. oxull :- *axsulaz, 
f. *axsó, ult. replacing the native ax-tree; 
see AXIS), 


axolotl eksélotl batrachian reptile of 
Mexico. xvii. Nahuatl, f. atl water, xolotl 
servant. 


axunge z‘ksand3 fat of the kidney. xvi. 
—F. taxunge (mod. axonge)- L. axungia 
axle-tree grease, f. axis axle, AXIS! --ung- of 
ungere grease, ANOINT. 

ay* ei ever. XII. ME. ai, ei (agzz, Orm) 
— ON. ei, ey — OE. à (ME. a, 9, oo), OS. eo, 
OHG. eo, to (MHG. ie, G. je), Goth. aiw; 
acc. of aiws age, eternity += CGerm. *atwaz, 
rel. to L. ævum age, Gr. aet, aisei ever, 
airón ZEON. 

ay? ei ah! alas! xiv (ey). (dial) natural 
excl. of surprise, sorrow, or pity ; ay me (XVI) 
is prob. modelled on OF. aimi or It. ahimè, 
Sp. ay de mi. 

ayah ājă Hindu nurse. xvin. — Indo-Pg. 
aia, fem. of aio (= Sp. ayo, It. ajo tutor). 


aye ai yes. xvi (c. 1575). In earliest use 
spelt J (xvi-xvii), later ai, ay, and ey; aye 
not common before xix. prob. the pron. I 
used as a formula of assent in answer to 
a question; cf. OE. nié ‘not I’, used as a 
negative answer, whence the vb. mééan 
deny, ME. nicke, freq. in phr. nicke (with) 
nay; also the use of OF. je I, as in oje, for 
o je ‘that (say) I’, yes, beside nalje no. 


aye-aye arai quadrumanous squirrel-like 
animal. xviii. — F. aye-aye — Malagasy aiay. 


azalea  ozeilio flowering shrubby plant 
allied to the rhododendron. xvii. =- modb. 
azalea (Linneus) — Gr. azaléa, sb. use of 
fem. of azaléos dry (cf. ARID, ASH”), so called 
because it flourishes in dry soil. 


azarole z:‘zeroul Neapolitan medlar. xvii. 
— F. azerole (Tazarole) - Sp. aceroía (cf. It. 
azzeruolo, lazzeruolo) - Arab. az-zu'rür, i.e. 
al-zu'rür (AL-?). 


azedarac oze:dorek E. Indian tree, Melia 
Azedarach XVIII; bark of this xix. - FF. 
azédarac - Sp.  acedaraque — Arab. | azád- 
dirakht, ie. Pers. azdd free, dirakht tree; 
said to be so named because Medjnoun, the 
lover of Leila, saved a specimen from 


[66] 


AZIMUTH 


the gardener’s axe because of the resem- 
blance he saw in it to his beloved. 


azimuth e«zimap arc extending from 
zenith to horizon. xiv (Ch). -(O)F. 
azimut, corr. to It. azzimutio, Pg. azimuth 
- Arab. assumiit. i.e. al AL-*, summit, pl. of 
samt way, direction, point of the compass 
(see ZENITH). 


azote z:zout (chem.) nitrogen. — F. azete 
(Lavoisier and de Morveau, 1787), im- 
properly f. Gr. a- A-*4-zóé life (cf. BIO-, 
QUICK) ; so called from its inability to sup- 
port life. In comb. form shortened to azo- 
g'zou, e.g. azo-compound, azo-yellow. 


BACHELOR 


Aztec z'ztek Indian of the Nahuatlan tribe; 
their language. xvi. — F. Aztéque or Sp. 
Azteca —- Nahuatl aztecatl ‘north- men’, 
f. aztlan north, the Mexican tradition being 
that the Nahuatl-speaking peoples came 
from the north. 


azure 2°39], ei3o1, -53uo lapis lazuli; 
bright or clear blue colour. xiv (Ch.). ME. 
asur(e), azur(e), azer ~ OF. asur, (also mod.) 
azur, corr, to Pr., OSp., Rum. azur, Sp., Pg. 
azul, It. azzurro, azzuolo - medL. azzurum, 
azolum — Arab. allazward, f. (with al av-*) 
Pers. lazhward, lajward LAPIS LAZULI, blue. 
€ The word has become CEur. (with or 
without initial /). 


B 


baa bà bleat. xvi. mit. Q G. bäh, L. bē, 
Gr. bé, and vbs. L. bàáláre, béláre (V. béler, 
etc.), W. beichio, Skr. békati. 


baas bas (S. Africa) master. xvir. Du.; 
see BOSS?, 


babacoote bæ'bəkůt largest species of 
lemur. xix. — Malagasy babakoto. 


babble bz-bl chatter, prattle x111 (AncrR.); 
utter indistinct sounds xIv. prob. - MLG. 
(Du.) babbelen (whence Sw. babbla, Da. 
bable), if not a parallel native imit. forma- 
tion ; cf. F. babiller prattle, L. babulus fool; 
see -LE?. 


babe beib xiv; contemp. and synon. with 
BABY ; also (dial.) bab xiv. 


babel beibl Name in Gen. xi 9 of the city 
and tower where the confusion of languages 
is related to have taken place; Heb. babel 
Babylon (perh. for Ass. bàbilu gate of God, 
or bábili gate of the gods, tr. Akkadian 
Cadimira); (hence) city of confusion XVI; 
confusion, confused noise XVII. 


babiana bzbiá:no, -eino S. African iris. 
xix. — modL. - Du. babianer, f. baviaan 
(earlier babiaen) baboon.; so called because 
the stems are fed upon by baboons. 


babiroussa  báübirü:sa  Asiatic wild hog. 
xvii. Malay, f. báàbi hog 4-ràása deer. 


baboo, babu bābū Mr., Esq.; Hindu 
gentleman. xviii. Hind. (— Hindi) babii. 


baboon bobü'n Tgrotesque figure; one of 
a subdivision of monkeys. XIV. : 
baboyne, babewyn(e)- OF. babuin gaping 
figure, manikin, baboon (mod. babouin) or 
medL. babewynus (cf. lt. babbuino, Sp. 
babuino). These forms have been plausibly 
connected with (O)F. baboue muzzle, 
grimace, but there are difficulties of chrono- 
logy ; some recognize a base *bab- grimace, 
which may be the common source. 


babouche babi:f Oriental slipper. xvu. 
=- F. babouche — It. babuccia, Sp. babucha 
— Arab. bábüsh -- Pers. papósh, f. pd FOOT+ 


posh covering. 


baby berbi infant in arms xiv; Tdoll xvr. 
Babe and baby appear about the same time 
and are prob. both derivs. of a redupl. form 
*baba (cf. ME. tbaban xin and _ later 
Tbabbon xvi) similar to MAMA, PAPA. Also 
ba:bby (xv), which, like bab, is first 
recorded from the north. See -v$. 


baccalaureate ^ bzkolo:riot ^ bachelor's 
status or degree in a university. XVII. = F, 
baccalauréat or medL. baccalauredtus, f. 
baccalaureus BACHELOR ; see -ATE!, 


baccara(t) be:kora gambling card game. 
XIX. — F., of unkn. origin. 


bacchanal  bz'*konol pert. to Bacchus 
XVI; riotously drunken xvu1. -L. bac- 
chànaális, f. Bacchus, Gr. Bdkkhos god of 
wine; cf. F. bacchanal. So Bacchanalia 
bekonei-lio n. pl. festival in honour of 
Bacchus, drunken revelry. XVI; see -ALL 
Hence bacchana'lan xvi. Bacchante 
bəkæ'nti female votary of Bacchus. XVII; 
formerly Ba'cchanr - F. Bacchante (= It. 
Baccante) = L. Bacchantem, -āns, prp. of 
bacchari~ Gr. Bakkhán celebrate the feast 
of Bacchus. Ba:cchic. xvii. —- F. or L. 
- Gr. bacchius bekai-ss (pros.) foot » — — 
or—-— v. XVI. L. —- Gr. bakkheftos frenzied. 


bachelor bæ'tfələr young knight xir; 
university graduate (PPl., Ch.) ; unmarried 
man (Ch.) xiv. ME. bacheler —- OF. bacheler 
young man aspiring to knighthood - Pr. 
bacalar, It. baccalaro squire += Rom. *bacca- 
làris (It. baccelliere, Sp. bachiller, Pg. 
bacharel are from F.). The ult. source and 
connexions are doubtful. @ There is close 
formal correspondence to medL. baccaldria 
area of plough-land, baccalárius labourer on 
an estate (which have been plausibly derived 
from bacca, late form of L. vacca cow), but 
the sense-development offers serious diffi- 
culties. A proposed deriv. from a Celtic 
*bakaldkos in Olr. bachlach shepherd, 
peasant (f. bachall staff =- L. baculum) is 
equally unsatisfactory. The later Eng. sp. 
bachelour, bachelor has been infl. by the 
suffixes -oUR!, -or!; cf. ancestor. In the 
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BACILLUS 


academic use the medL. form was bacca- 
ldrius, later altered by assoc. (perhaps joc.) 
with bacca lauri (laurel berry) to baccalaureus 
(see BACCALAUREATE). 


bacillus bəsi'ləs rod-shaped vegetable 
organism. XIX. mod. use of late L., dim. 
of baculus rod, stick. Cf. earlier BACTERIUM. 


back! bæk hinder surface. OE. bec = 
OFris. bek, OS. bak, (M)LG., MDu. bak, 
OHG. bah, ON. bak :—- CGerm. (exc. Goth.) 
*bakam; not surviving in Du. (exc. in 
comps.), German, or the Scand. langs. (see 
RIDGE). Hence back vb. xiv; adj. xv, with 
superl. ba:ckwosr xvir. backside. xiv; 
prob. Scand. ; cf. Sw. baksida, Norw. bakside. 


back? adv. to the back xiv ; aphetic of ABACK. 


back-bite —bz-kbait detract from the 
character of. xii. -MSw. bakbita, f. bak 
BACK-+ bita BITE. (MSw. has also bakbitari 
back:biter, bakbitilse detraction.) 


back-formation bækf5rmei' fon formation 
of a word from a longer word which has the 
appearance of being derived from it, e.g. 
edit from editor. xix (J. A. H. Murray). 
Hence G. riickbildung. 


backgammon be-kgemen game played 
with draughtsmen on two tables, the moves 
being determined by throws of the dice. 
XVII. f. BACK*-ran earlier form of GAME! 
(see GAMMON?); the origin of the name is 
obscure; it may have been first applied to 
a particular kind of victory in the game. 


backward bæ'kwərd towards the back or 
rear. XIII. Aphetic of Tabackward (La3.), 
f. ABACK3- WARD. Cf. OFris. bekward. 


bacon bei‘kon cured flesh of the pig. xir 


(an bacun, glossing i flicce a flitch). = OF. 
bacon, -un — Pr. bacon- Frankish bako 
ham, flitch = OHG. bahho :- Germ. *bak- 


kon, rel. to *bakam BACK!. 


bacterium  bzktiosriom rod-shaped vege- 
table organism. xix. — modL. = Gr. bak- 
térion, dim. of bdktron stick, staff. Cf. 
BACILLUS. 


bad bed )( good; first applied to worthless 
or contemptible persons. xiir (RGlouc.). 
ME. badde (2 syll.), perh. repr. OE. b#ddel 
hermaphrodite (cf. b&dling sodomite), with 
loss of 1 as in much(e), wench(e), for OE. 
mycel, wenéel; there have been other, more 
dubious conjectures. Formerly (x1v—xviit) 
and still dial. compared badder, baddest. 


badge bzds; distinctive device or emblem. 
xiv. In AN. bage (xiv), OF. (xv), AL. bagia 
(cf. Eng. bagy xv; Sc. bawgy, badgie, bagie 
XVI); of unkn. origin. 


badger bz-d3or: quadruped, Meles taxus, 
which burrows and lives in earths. xvi 
(also bageard xvi, badgerd xvi-xvii). perh. 
f. BADGE-F -ARD, with allusion to the white 
mark on the animal's forehead (but badge 
is not recorded in this sense). Identity in 
form with (dial.) badger middleman, huck- 


BAGGAGE 


ster (xv) has suggested that the latter was 
the original and that the animal was so 
named because it hoards corn (which it 
does not), a supposed analogy being found 
in F. blaireau badger, which was derived 
from blé corn, but may be f. OF. bler (prob.) 
spotted with white. @ Earlier names were 
bauson, brock, and gray. 


badinage bæ'dināz banter. xviL F., 
f. badiner ‘play the foole, or Vice .. trifle it 
in any way’ (Cotgr.), f. badin ~modPr. 
badin fool, f. badar :- Rom. *batàre gape; 
see -AGE. 


badmash, budmash bzdmià:[ rascal. xix. 
Urdu - Pers., f. bad evil 4-ma'ásh means of 
Iivelihood. 


badminton bz'dminton ball-game played 
with nets, rackets, and shuttlecock. xix. 
Name of the Duke of Beaufort's country 
seat, in Gloucestershire. 


bael, bel bel Bengal quince. xvir. — Hindi 
bel, Marathi bail :— Skr. bilvas, vilvas. 


baffle be-fl A. Tdisgrace (spec. a perjured 
knight; cf. Spenser ‘F.Q.’ vI vii 27) XVI; 
B. thoodwink xvi; fconfound; foil the 
plans of xvii. The earliest exx. in À refer 
to Sc. usage and suggest alteration of Sc. 
bauchle (xv) disgrace, of unkn. origin. In B 
we have perh. a word of different origin rel. 
in some way to F. bafouer (Xvi) ‘to hood- 
winke; to deceiue; to besmeare; also to 
baffle, abuse, reuile, disgrace’ (Cotgr.), 
which is held to be an alteration of OF. 
beffer (= Sp. befar, It. beffare mock); cf. 
also F. theffler (Rabelais) mock, deceive. 


baffy be-fi kind of golf-club. xix. f. Sc. 
baff sb. stroke or vb. strike (of imit. origin; 
cf. G. baff, Du. baffen) 4- -Y?. 


bag bzg small receptacle of the sack kind. 
XIII (AncrR.). The locality of the earliest 
exx. (from AncrR., PPL, Promp. Parv.) is 
consistent with a Scand. origin, but it js not 
certain that ON. baggi is a native word; 
similar forms are found in Rom., OF. bague, 
Pr. bagua baggage (whence medL. baga 
sack, chest), but the source of these is not 
known, nor their relation to WFlem. bagge 
pannier carried on the back. Hence ba:g- 
PIPE. xIv (Ch.); prob. tr. LG. sakpipe, 
Du. tsack-, zakpijpe. 


bagatelle bzgote:l A. trifle xvir; B. table 
ball-game xix. — F.- It. bagatella, dim. 
of (dial.) bagata little property, prob. f. baga 
(see BAG, BAGGAGE); formerly in anglicized 
form bagatell) in sense A. Sense B is 
purely Eng. in origin and use. 


baggage bz-gids portable property (orig. 
in packages), impedimenta xv; Trubbish, 
refuse; worthless woman XVI (Sh. ); (saucy, 
silly, flighty) young woman Xxvit. —(OJF. 
bagage (— Pr. bagatge, Sp. bagage), f. baguer 
tie up, or f. bagues (pl.) bundles, packs ; see 
BAG and -AGE. The sense of ‘rubbish, 
refuse’, which is found in Sp. bagage, leads 
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BAGNIO 


BALAS 





to that of ‘worthless woman’, for which | bain-marie b£mari- vessel containing hot 


there is no need to assume infl. from F. 
bagasse. 


bagnio be-njou +Turkish bath; Oriental 
prison; brothel. xvi. -It. bagno i= L. 
balneum (whence also F. bain, Sp. bafio). 


bah bà int. xix ; after F. bah. A synon. but 
independent form baw occurs in PPI. (xiv); 
baw in Goldsmith ‘Goodnatured Man’ Iv 1 
may, however, repr. F. bah (cf. baugh, baw 
for F. båt, in bawman BATMAN?). 


bahadur bəhō'dəs great personage. XVIII. 
(Hind. - Nepali) - Pers. bahddur brave, 
warlike, sb. soldier, knight (f. bahd price, 
value), whence Russ. bogaty7’ hero, valiant 
knight. 


baignoire beirnwàz box on a level with 

stalls in a theatre. xix. F., prop. bathing- 
vessel, f. baigner :— L. balneãre bathe, f. 
balneum (cf. BAGNIO); so called from its 
shape. 


bail! beil charge, custody xiv; Ttem- 
porary release from custody; security for 
such release xv; person(s) providing such 
security XVI. =~ OF. bail power, custody, 
jurisdiction, delivery (in modF. lease), f. 
baillier take charge of, receive, hand over, 
deliver = Pr. bailar :-L. bdjuldre bear a 
burden, (later) manage, rule, be guardian, 
f. bájulus carrier. The chronology of the 
sense-development is uncertain. Hence 
bail vb. admit to bail, be bail for. xvi. 


bail? beil (cricket) orig. single cross-piece 
of wood resting on two stumps. XVIII. 
prob. of local origin and identical with 
(dial.) bail (recorded early once xvi, but 
prob. much older), having the gen. sense 
of ‘bar’, perh. - OF. bail cross-beam, pos- 
sibly from a transf. use of L. bájulus (see 
prec.) «| An earlier synon. cricket-bar 
(Littleton's Latin Dict. s.v. vibia, 1678) had 
prob. no currency, like cricket-staffe for the 
bat (Cotgr. s.v. crosse, 1611). 


bail? see BALE’. 


bailey berli external wall of a precinct, 
circuit of defences. x11 (Cursor M.). ME. 
bail(lyy, var. baile, prob. = OF. bail, baille, 
enclosed court (whence medL. ballium, 
ballia), f. bailler enclose, of unkn. origin. 
'The Old Bailey (medL. Vetus Ballium) in 
London is so called from the ancient ‘bailey’ 
of the city wall between Lud Gate and New 
Gate, within which it was situated. 


bailie beili (now only) municipal magi- 
strate in Scotland. xir. ME. bail(Di =- OF. 
bailli, later form of baillis (nom.), bailif (see 
next), Hence bailiwick bei-liwik juris- 
diction or office of a bailiff xv; see WICK?. 


bailiff bei-lif public administrator of a dis- 
trict ; sheriff’s officer x111; landholder’s stew- 
ard xvr. ME. baillif - OF. baillif, obl. case 
of baillis (mod. bailli) :- medL. *bajulivus 
(ballivus), adj. deriv. of L. bàjulus carrier, 
(hence) manager, administrator (cf. BA1L!). 


water for heating saucepans. XIX. F., tr. 
medL. balneum Maria, tr. medGr. kdminos 
Marids furnace of Marta, an alleged Jewish 
alchemist. Also rare tbalne Mary (xvii) 
from L., and earlier in semi-anglicizations, 
as in balneo of Mary (xv), the common usage 
from XVI to xvi being the full L. form, or 
the simple balneum. 


bairn beorn, bern child. xvi. Sc. form 
of ME. barn (as airm, wairn of arm, warn), 
repr. OE. bearn = OS., OHG., ON., Goth. 
barn :- CGerm. *barnam, f. *bar-, var. of 
stem of *beran BEAR’. 


bait beit A. set on dogs; harass persistently 
XII (be33tenn, Orm); B. provide provender 
for; C. furnish with bait xiu (Cursor M.). 
— ON. beita pasture, hunt or chase with dogs 
or hawks, deal (badly) with (= OE. b&tan 
bridle, restrain, hunt, worry, OHG. beigen, 
G. beizen soak, corrode, hawk), causal of bíta 
BITE; this origin applies to senses A and B; 
C is prob. f. bait sb., which is partly (i) in 
the sense ‘enticing morsel’ (xii) - ON. beit 
pasture, beita bait for fish, and partly (ii) in 
the sense of ‘provender’ (xv1), f. the vb. (B). 


baize beiz coarse woollen stuff. xvi (baies). 
— F. baies fem. pl, sb. use of ba? reddish- 
brown, BAY?; so named presumably from 
its orig. colour. The pl. form was early 
taken as a sg. ; the sp. with z was not estab- 
lished before xix. 


bake beik cook by dry heat. OE. bacan, 
pt. bdc, pp. bacen str. vb. = OHG. bachan, 
ON. baka, f£. Germ. *bak- :- IE. *bhog-, 
whence Gr. phógein roast, parch. Weak 
inflexions (baked) began to appear before 
1400, and were established by xvi; boke pt. 
survives dial., and baken is the more freq. 
form of the pp. in AV.; ME. bake pp. re- 
mained in tbake-meat pastry, pie (Ch., Sh., 
AV.). 


bakelite beikolait synthetic resin used as 
a plastic. xx. — G. bakelit (1909), f. name 
of L. H. Baekeland, its inventor; see -1TE. 


baksheesh bz-kfif gratuity. xvii (bac(s)- 
cheese), xvii (buxie, bac-shish, etc.) ult. 
— Pers. bakhshish, f. baknshidan give, chiefly 
through Arabic, Turk., or Hind. Cf. 
BUCKSHEE. 


balalaika belolai-ko guitar-ltke instru- 
ment, XVIII. Russ., of Tatar origin. 


balance bz:lons Tuncertainty, doubt, risk 
xiii (RGlouc.) ; weighing-scales xiv ; adjust- 
ment of accounts XVI; sum remaining over 
XVII (remainder in gen. sense first Amer. 
xvii). —(O)F. balance = Pr., Cat. balansa, 
It. bilancia, Sp. balanza :- Rom. *bilancia, 
f. late L. bilanc-, bilanx (in libra bilanx 
balance having two scales), f. bi- B1- J- lanx 
scale. So balance vb. xvi. -—(O)F. 
balancer, f£. balance. 


balas bz-os variety of spinel ruby. xv. 
— (O)F. balais (= Pr. balais, Sp. balax, It. 
balascio) - medL. balascus, -cius, f. Arab. 
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BALBRIGGAN 


balakhsh, {. Pers. Badakhshan, name of a 
district of Persia near Samarcand, where it 
is found. Cf. G. ballasrubin. 


balbriggan belbri-gon epithet of a make 
of hose. xix. Name of a seaport in co. 
Dublin, Ireland. 


balcony bz'lkoni balustraded platform on 
the outside of a house. xvi (balcone). 
— It. balcone (whence also F. balcon, Sp. 
balcón, etc.), prob. f. Germ. *balkon beam, 
BALK, with augm. suffix; but the transf. of 
meaning is not clear, while the proposed 
deriv. from Pers. balakhdneh (f. bald high, 
khaneh house) is not satisfactory phono- 
logically. Regularly str. balcony till early 
XIx, as in Cowper ‘John Gilpin’ 142, Byron 
‘Beppo’ xi (r. w. Giorgione); Swift in ‘Tom 
Clinch’ has ba'lconies, but Samuel Rogers 
(d. 1855) says: '''cóntemplate'' js bad 
enough, but **balcóny" makes me sick". 


bald bild hairless: bare. xiv. ME. bal- 
led(e), MSc. bellyde, beld, bellit hairless, 
having a white blaze, prob. an OE. forma- 
tion (*bzllede, *beallede) with suffix -ede 
(as in healede ruptured, hoferede hunch- 
backed) on a base *ball- meaning orig. 
‘white patch’ (cf. dial. ball white-faced 
horse, and bald white-faced), perh. de- 
veloped from ‘shiny round surface’. (For 
a parallel sense-association cf. MDu. b/aer 
bald, Du. b/aar white patch on the forehead, 
MHG. blas bald, blasse white patch, Gr. 
phdlios white, phalakrds bald-headed.) Cf. 
also PIEBALD, SKEWBALD, and ballard (xiv) 
bald, which survives as a surname. Among 
the earlier exx. of bald is balled cote bald- 
coot, the coot Fulica atra, glossing OF. 
blarye. 


baldac(c)hino bzeldoki:nou canopy for an 
altar, throne, etc. xvii (baldaquino, Evelyn). 
— It. baldacchino, f. (with suffix -ino -1NE!) 
Baldacco, 1t. form of Bagdád name of a city 
on the 'T'igris, in Asia Minor, place of origin 
of the embroidered stuff or rich brocade of 
which canopies were made. 'l'he It. word 
was formerly used also for the stuff, in 
which sense it is the source of OF. baldekin, 
baudequin, whence ME. baudekin (x111/xtv), 
later baldakin (xv1) ; the It. word has passed 
into most Eur. langs. 


balderdash bō'ldəıdæf tfroth xvr (Nashe); 
Tmixture of drinks xvii (Chapman); non- 
sense, trash spoken or written xvii (Marvell). 
Of unkn. origin; cf. medL. balductum 
posset, -a pl. curd, used in Eng. for *balder- 
dash’, ‘trashy’ xvi (Holinshed, Stanyhurst, 
Harvey). (Various continental forms f. 
balder- expressing loud noise or clatter are 
not relevant in sense). 


baldric bo-ldrik belt worn pendent from 
one shoulder under the opposite arm. XIII 
(baudry, bauderyk; forms with J from xvi). 
The earliest ex. (‘King Alisaunder' 4698 
r. Ww. amy) is - OF. baudrei ; the later forms 
corr. to early MHG  balderich, of obscure 


BALL 


origin, which has been doubtfully referred 
to L. balteus BELT. 


bale? beil evil, mischief, woe. (Almost 
entirely poet.) OE. balu (bealu) = OFris., 
OS. balu, OHG. balo, ON. bol :- CGerm. 
*balwam, n. of adj. *balwaz (OE. balu evil, 
wicked), repr. also in Goth. balwawesei 
wickedness, balwjan torment, balweins 
punishment; the base has been connected 
with OSI. bolt sick person, boléti be sick, 
grieve. The OE. word was reinforced in 
ME. by ON. bal-, bol. Hence ba-leful 
OE. baluful (see -FUL!); until xix chiefly 
poet., and still only literary. 


bale? beil bundle, package. xiv. prob. 
— MDu. bale (Du. baal) - OF. bale (later 
and mod. balle) — Pr., Sp. bala, It. balla, 
medL. bai(la bal, rolled or rounded 
package; ult. identical with BALL}. 


bale? beil lade out. x11. Later sp. of bail 
(xvir), £. tbat! sb. vessel for lading water 
(xv) - OF. baille bucket, prob. :- Rom. 
*bajula, fem. f. L. bajulus Bat. 


baleen  bolrn whalebone. xiv (balene, 
-eyne, -ayne) — OF. baleine whale (so in 
ME.) :— L. ballæna. 


balefire bei-Ifaiaz (arch.) great fire. xiv. 
In Sc. use XIv—xvil and revived by Scott for 
‘beacon fire’. f. north. bale large fire, bon- 
fire - ON. bál — OE. bàl (also bzlfyr), 
which has been referred to a base meaning 
‘white’, ‘shining’ and so connected with 
BALD. 


balibuntal bzliba:ntol fine straw for hats. 

xx. Short for Baluag buntal, buntal 
originating from Baliuag in Bulacan, 
Philippine Islands. 


balk b5k (in billiards baulk) A. ridge, esp. 
between furrows OE.; ridge in the way, 
obstacle, hindrance xvi; B. beam of timber 
xiit (Cursor M.), Late OE. bale = ON. balkr 
partition :- *balkuz, rel. to OFris. balca, 
OS., OHG. balco (Du. balk, G. balken), 
ON. bjdlki :- Germ. *balkon, *belkon beam, 
another grade of which may be repr. by OE. 
bolca gangway of a ship. IE. *bhalg- is 
referred by some to the *bhalyg- of PHALANX, 
by others to the base of L. suffllàmen 
(:— *subflagmen) wheel-drag. Hence balk, 
usu. baulk vb. A. fplough in ridges xiv 
(Gower); B. fpass by or over, avoid; 
stop at an obstacle xv; C. hinder, frustrate 
XVI, 


ball! bol round body; (earliest use) globu- 
lar body to play with. xiu (La3.). ME. bal, 
inflected balle, balles - ON. ball-, bollr (OSw. 
baller, Sw. bdll) :- Germ. *balluz, rel. to 
*ballón (whence OHG. balla, MEG. baile, 
the source of It. palla, whence prob. F. 
balle) ; the base is repr. also by OE. bealluc 
BALLOCK. 


ball? bd! assembly for dancing. XVH. 


-(O)F. bal dance (= Pr. bal, It. ballo 
dancing), f. tbaler, tballer dance (= Pr. 
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balar, It. ballare) -late L. balláre - Gr. 
(Sicily and Magna Grecia) ballizein dance. 


ballad bæ'ləd song; narrative poem in 
short stanzas. xv (in Sc. forms ballat, ballet). 
(O)F. ballade- Pr. balada dance, song or 
poem to dance to, f. balar dance; see BALL?. 


ballade bzlá:d specific verse-form. XIV 
(Ch.) Early (and modF.) form of BALLAD 
differentiated in application. 


ballast bz:last material placed in a ship’s 
hold to give stability. xvi. A word now 
common to countries of the northern sea- 
boards of Europe from Engiand to Russia; 
in early xvi Eng. prob. directly from LG. 
(where it appears a. 1400), but possibly from 
Scand. (a. 1400), in OSw. and ODa. ballast, 
also barlast, which last has been assumed 
to be the orig. form and derived from 
(i) bar ‘bare’, mere, or (it) barm hull (of a 
ship) + last burden. (In xvi—xvit also 
ballace, -asse, -esse, as if ballast vb. were 
analysed as ballass---ed; cf. "The Shipes 
were balissed with great coble stone’, 
Leland 1538.) 


ballerina bzlerino female ballet dancer. 
xvi. — It., fem. of ballerino dancing-master, 
f. ballare (see BALL?) ; see -1NE!. 


ballet bz-lei combined performance of 
professional dancers. xvi (balette, ballat). 
= F., ballet - Ít. balletto, dim. of ballo BALL?. 


ballista  bolrsto, also balista ancient 
missile engine. Xvi (earlier anglicized balist 
xiv). L., f. (ult.) Gr. bdllein throw. Hence 
balli:stiC pert. to projectiles. xvin (sb. 
-ICS). 


ballock (dial.) bz:lek, bo-l- testicle. OE. 
*balluc (bealluc), dim. f. Germ. *ball- BALL' ; 
see -OCK. 


balloon bolü:n ball, ball-game xv1; lighter- 

than-air round or pear-shaped air-vessel 
xvi — F. ballon or 1t. ballone, augm. of 
balla BALL! ; see -00N. 


ballot bæ'lət (hist.) ball, ticket, etc. used 
in secret voting; method of such voting, 
orig. by dropping a ball into a box. xvi (the 
earliest exx. refer to Venice). = It. ballotta, 
dim. of balla BALL}. So vb. xvi. = It. 
ballottare. 


bally bz-li. xix. (sl. euphem. alteration of 
BLOODY, perh. suggested by the writing 
bl—y. 


ballyhoo bzlihü: (U.S.) publicity; blarney, 
humbug. xix. Said to be orig. the name 
of a Central Amer. wood, of which some 
schooners were made that were failures, and 
hence applied to badly rigged vessels. 


ballyrag var. of BULLYRAG. 


balm bam aromatic resinous product of 
certain trees XIII; (gen.) aromatic oil or 
ointment XII1; healing or soothing agency 
xv. ME. basme, bame, later baume- OF. 
basme, bame, later refash. after L. to bausme, 
baume = Pr. basme, It. balsamo w= L. balsa- 


BAN 


mum BALSAM. Further assim. to L. produced 
balsme, baulme, whence (from xv) balm; for 
the mod. pronunc. cf. calm, palm, psalm. 
Hence balmy bà:mi. xv; see -v!. 


ba:lm-cri:cket cicada. xvi. Earlier 
baum-cricket, partial tr. of G. baumgrille 
'tree-cricket', altered after BALM. 


balmy var. of BARMY. 


balsam  b5:dsom in senses of balm xv; 
plant of the genus Impatiens XVIIL. - L. 
balsamum —- Gr. bálsamon; perh. of Semitic 
origin (cf. Arab. balasén). ‘Taken into many 
Eur. langs.: e.g. OE. balsam, -zam, -zama 
or -e, OHG. balsamo (MHG., G. balsam), 
MDu. balseme, Olcel. balsamr, Goth. balsan; 
for the Rom. forms see BALM. 


baltimore bó'ltim5o: XN. Amer. bird of 
the starling family. XVIII. f. name of Lord 
Baltimore, governor of Maryland (d. 1647). 
("The Baltimore Bird hath its Name from 
being of the same Colour with Lord Balti- 
more’s Coat of Arms’, Phil. Trans. xxvI 
432.) 

baluster bz'lostor one of a series of short 
moulded shafts supporting a coping or rail. 
xvii. — F. balustre — It. balaustro, ult. £. L. 
balaustium — Gr. baladstion blossom of the 
wild pomegranate, one feature of the pillar 
or column resembling the double-curving 
calyx tube of this. See BANISTER. balus- 
trADE belastrei-d. xvir. = F. balustrade, 
after It. balaustrata, Sp. balaustrada. 


bambino bembi:nou image of the Infant 
Jesus. xvii. It., dim. of bambo silly, f. base 
*bamb- as in late L. bambalð stammerer, Gr. 
bambainein, bambalizein stammer. 


bamboo bembi: giant grass, Bambusa. 

XVI (bambus, -os, -ous). In early forms — Du. 
bamboes (whence G. bambus), modL. bam- 
busa, alteration, with unexpl. b- and -s, of 
Pg. (- Malay) mambu (also in Eng. use 
XVII-XVIII). Bamboo (= F. bambou, Sp., 
Pg. bambu, It. bambù) was deduced from 
bambos, which was taken as a pl. 


bamboozle bembi-zl hoax, humbug. 
XVIII (Cibber, 1703). Included by Swift in 
“Tatler’ No. 230 among slang terms recently 
come into vogue; prob. of cant origin; cf. 
Sc. bum-, bombaze perplex (xvit) and the 
contemp. short form bam (bamb). 


ban! ben. In the earliest uses ‘proclama- 
tion, summons to arms’, ‘body of vassals 
summoned’ (xIII), partly aphetic of ME. 
iban, OE. gebann (cf. OHG. pan, ban, ON. 
bann), partly - OF. ban = Germ. *bann- of 
*bannan BAN", whence late L. bannus, 
bannum; in the sense ‘proclamation of 
marriage' only pl. BANNS; the later senses 
‘anathema, curse’ and ‘denunciation, pro- 
hibition’ (xv) are prop. a separate word, f. 
BAN*, 


ban? ben ‘tsummon; curse, denounce. 
OE. bannan, pt. déonn, pp. bannen = OF ris. 
banna, MLG., MDu. bannen, OHG. bannan, 
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ON. banna :—- CGerm. (exc. Goth.) *bannan ; 
IE. *bhá- is repr. also by Gr. pAána: speak, 
phásis PHASE, L. fàri speak, fáma FAME. 
The weak inflexion is recorded xii, 
ban? bæn governor of military district in 
Hungary, etc. XVI. — Pers. bān lord, 
master; brought to Europe by the Avars. 


banal ba-noel, bei nol, bená-l pert. to all the 
tenants of a feudal jurisdiction XVIII; open 
to all, (hence) commonplace xix. - (O)F. 
banal (in mod. sense xvir), f. ban BAN!; 
see -AL. 


banana bonàno (íruit of) the tree Musa 
sapientum, bearing finger-like berries. XvI. 
-Sp., Pg. banana (the fruit; the tree is 
banano) given by De Orta (1563) and 
Pigafetta (1591) as the native name in the 
Congo; referred by some to Arab. bandn 
fingers, bandna finger or toe, but the co- 
incidence of form may be fortuitous. 


band! bend that with or by which a person 
or thing is bound. xur (Orm). ~ ON. band 
= OFris., OS. band, OHG. bant (Du., G. 
band) :- Germ. *bandam, f. base *band- of 
*bindan BIND; superseded OE. bend BEND? 
in the sense ‘fetter’ and replaced mainly by 
BOND in the fig. sense ‘restraint, binding 
agreement’. Now assoc. with BAND®. 


band? bend strip, stripe. xv. -(O)F. 

bande, earlier bende (cf. BEND!) = Pr., It., 
medL. benda - Germ. *bendin (OHG. 
binda), f. *bendan, *bindan BIND. 


band? bznd company xv; company of 
musicians XVII. — (O)F. bande — Pr., Sp., 
It, medL. banda, prob. of Germ. origin 
and assoc. with medL. banda scarf, bandum 
banner (cf. Goth. bandwa sign), also com- 
pany, crowd. The var. bende (~ OF. bende) 
was in regular use from late xv to early XVII. 
Hence band vb. xvi. Cf. DISBAND. 


bandage bz-ndid3 strip of material for 
binding. xvi. — F. bandage, f. bande BAND! ; 
See -AGE. 


bandalore bzndoloo:1 toy containing a 
coiled spring, which caused it when thrown 
down to rise again to the hand. xix. Of 
unkn. origin. 


bandanna bændæ'nə coloured handker- 
chief with spots left white or yellow. XVIII 
(bandanno). prob. through Pg. bandana 
from Hind. (cf. bándhni? mode of dyeing in 
which the cloth is tied in different places to 
prevent parts of it from receiving the dye). 


bandeau bendou: head- or hair-band. 
xvill (also tbandore). — F. bandeau, OF. 
bandel, dim. of bande BAND*. 


banderole bæ'ndəroul narrow flag, 
streamer. XVI (banaroll, bannerol, -all). 
— F. banderole, earlier banerolle - It. ban- 
deruola, dim. of bandiera BANNER. 


bandicoot bæ'ndikūt large Indian rat. 
xvir. corruption of Telugu pandikokku 
‘pig-rat’. 


BANGLE 
bandit bæ'ndit pl. bandits, banditti 
bzendrti lawless marauder. xvi (Sh., 


Nashe). The earliest forms are bandito, pl. 
banditi, also bandetto, pl. -oes, bandittoes ; 
sg. bandit (cf. F. bandit xvii), pl. bandits, 
banditti all date from xvii. ult. — It. bandito, 
pl. -£, sb. use of pp. of bandire ban = 
medL. bannire proclaim, prescribe, BANISH. 
The later currency is largely due to litera- 
ture concerning organized gangs of marau- 
ders in southern Europe. The word has 
become CEur. 


bandog be:ndog chained dog; mastiff. 
xv (band dogge). f. BAND! (fetter, chain)-++ 
DOG; cf. t:e-dog. 


bandoleer bzendólio: broad belt worn 
over one shoulder and across the breast. 
XVI. ~ Du. bandelier, or its source F. ban- 
douliére, dial. bandrouliére, prob. f. banderole 
BANDEROLE ; cf. It. bandoliera, Sp. bandolera. 


bandore bzendoo: stringed lute-like in- 
strument. xvi (also bandora XVI-XVII; 
Gascoigne, 1563, has bandurion). immed. 
origin doubtful; the nearest forms are Du. 
bandoor, Sp. bandurria, It. pandora, -ura 
~- late L. pandūrium — Gr. pandoûra PAN- 
DORA. Cf. MANDOLIN, BANJO. 


bandy! be-ndi. xvi. Formerly (i) a special 
form of tennis, (ii) a stroke with a racket; 
later, the game -of hockey, hockey-stick; 
obscurely rel. to next. 


bandy? bæ'ndi throw, toss; exchange 

(blows, etc.); tband together; tcontend. 
XVI. contemp. with synon. Tband (xvi- 
XVIII); both may be — F. bander ‘to bandie 
at Tennis’, ‘to bandy or oppose himself 
against’? (Cotgr.), corr. to It. bandare ‘to 
side or bandy’ (Florio), and Sp. bandear 
‘to bandy, follow a faction, .. to become 
factious’ (Minsheu), perh. f. bande, banda 
side (BAND?). If the immediate source is F., 
the extension of the stem by means of -y 
may be paralleled in occupy, F. occuper. 


bandy? bæ'ndi curved inwards. XVII. 
perh. adj. use of bandy hockey-stick (see 
BANDY?). 


bane bein +murderer; poison (surviving 
in names of poisonous plants, dogbane, 
fleabane, henbane, leopard’s bane, ratsbane, 
wolf’s bane); murder, destruction, ruin. 
OE. bana = OF ris. bona, OS., OHG. bano, 
ON. bani (Sw., Da. bane death, murder) 
«- Germ. *hanon; cf. Goth. banja, ON., 
OE. ben:- Germ. *banjé; the ulterior 
connexions are uncertain. 

bang bern sb. vb., int. xvi. imit.; perh. 
immed. = Scand. (cf. ON. bang hammering, 
banga hammer); LG. has bangen, bangeln 
beat. 


bang var. of BHANG. 


bangle beng] bracelet, anklet. xix. 
- Hind. bangri, bangri orig. coloured glass 
bracelet. 
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banian, banyan bæ'njən Hindu trader, 
esp. one from Guzerat settled in an Arabian 
port (the caste abstains from animal food, 
whence the nautical use of banian day for 
a meatless day) xv1; Indian fig-tree, Ficus 
indica XVII. —Pg. banian or Arab. banyan 
- Gujarati vaniyo (pl. vdniydn) man of the 
trading caste :— Skr. vanija merchant, The 
application of the name to the tree was first 
made by Europeans to an individual tree 
of the species growing near Gombroon on 
the Persian Gulf, under which the Hindu 
traders of the port had built a pagoda. 


banish bz-nif compel to leave the country. 
XIV (Barbour, Ch.; but earlier in comp. pp. 
forbannuste, after OF. forbannir). -= OF. 
baniss-, lengthened stem (see -1SH*) of banir 
(mod.! bannir) :- Rom. *bannire - Germ. 
*bannjan, f. *bann- BAN!. Hence ba-nish- 
MENT. XV. 


banister bæ'nistər (usu. pl.) posts and 
handrail(s) guarding the side of a staircase. 
XVII. Also bannister, later form of tbarrister 
(xvir), alteration of BALUSTER, partly by 
assoc. with BAR. O] Regarded as improper or 
vulgar by writers of the early xix long after 
its acceptance in good usage. 


banjo bzaz:ndsou, bendzou: instrument 
of the guitar type with a resonating back of 
parchment.  xvru (banjer, -jore, earlier 
banshaw). — Negro slave pronunc. banjō', 
banjo-re of BANDORE. Hence banjulele 
beend3ulei‘li xx, by conflation with ukulele, 


bank! benk raised ridge x11 (bannke, Orm); 
bordering slope xin. = ON. *banki (Olcel. 
bakki ridge, bank; ODa. banke; Sw. backe, 
Da. bakke hillock, ascent) :—- Germ. *baykon, 
rel. to *baykiz BENCH. 


bank? benk tbench xt; tier of oars xvii. 
-(O)F. banc bench (= Pr. banc, Sp., It. 
banco), Rom. deriv. of Germ. *bagk- BANK!, 
BENCH. 


bank® benk [counter or shop of a money- 
changer XV; sum or stock of money (sur- 
viving in the bank of the gaming-table) xvi; 
establishment for the custody of money 
XVIL. = F. banque, or its source It. banca, 
also banco = Pr. banc, banca, Sp. banco, 
banca, medL. bancus, banca — Germ. *bagk- 
(OHG., MHG. banc is both masc. and 
fem.); cf. BaNK! and ?, Soba:nker Tmoney- 
changer, usurer XVI; proprietor of a bank 
XVII. -(O)F. banquier (cf. It. banchiere, 
AL. bancürius), f. banque; see -En?. 


bankrupt be:nkrapt. xvi (banke rota, 
banque-, banckrou(p)t, -route). The orig. 
meaning ‘bankruptcy’ is found esp. in phr. 
tmake bankeroute (= F. faire banqueroute, 
Du. een bankroet maken) ; like F. banqueroute, 
G. bankerott (earlier banca-, banckorotta), 
and Du. bankroet (earlier bamkeroet) — It. 
banca rotta lit. ‘bench or table broken’, said 
to be the sign of a money-changer’s insol- 
vency. The forms in Eng. were infl. later by 
F. banqueroute, and further by L. ruptus 


BANTER 


broken, in medL. ruined, broken, or in- 
solvent man. See BANK’, RUPTURE. The 
transference of the word from the action or 
state to the person is paralleled in Du. 
bankroet zijn, G. bankerott werden be bank- 
rupt. Hence as vb. xvi. bankruptcy 
beenkraptsi. c. 1700; preceded by Tbank- 
rupting, T-ism, T-ship, Tbankrupture. 


Banksian be‘nksien xix. f. name of Sir 
Joseph and Lady Banks, designating a 
Chinese species of climbing rose, and the 
Labrador pine, Pinus banksiana; see -IAN. 


banner be'noz royal, knightly, ecclesi- 
astical, etc., standard, ensign, or flag. XIII. 
— AN. banere, OF. baniere (mod. bannière) 
for *bandiere (= Pr. bandieira, banieira, It. 
bandiera, Sp. bandera, Pg. bandeira) :- Rom. 
*bandária, f. medL. bandum standard, f. 
Germ. base repr. in Goth. bandwa, bandwoé 
sign; some Rom. forms are due to crossing 
with medL. bannum, bannire BAN! and ?. 


banneret  bz:noret knight entitled to 
bring vassals into the field under his own 
banner; order of knights extinct after 1611. 
xu. ME. baneret, f. OF. baneret, f. banere 
BANNER 4- -e£ :— L. -átu-s -ATE?. 


bannock bz:nok flat round cake. xv. 

OE. bannuc (recorded once); xv in north. 
Eng.; xvi in Sc. (whence prob. Gael. 
bannach, bonnach); perh. orig. - OBrit. word 
repr. by Bret. bannach, banne drop, bit, 
Cornish banna drop. 


banns benz proclamation (of marriage). 
XIV (bane, pl. banes, later baines, from xvi 
bann(e)s). pl. of BAN!, after medL. pl. banna. 


banquet be‘nkwit (ceremonial) feast. 
xv. —(O)F. banquet (whence also G., Du. 
banket), dim. of banc bench (BANK?), corr. 
to It. banchetto, dim. of banco; the orig. 
application seems to have been to a slight 
meal taken on the domestic bench (cf. the 
obs. Eng. senses ‘slight repast between 
meals’, ‘course of sweetmeats or dessert’). 


banshee bz:nfi spirit whose wail portends 

death. xvi (benshi, ben-shie). — lr. bean 
sídhe, Olr. ben side, i.e. ben woman (see 
QUEAN), side fairies. 


bant bent reduce by the Banting method. 
Back-formation from Banting (taken as vbl. 
sb.), name of a London cabinet-maker who 
published (1864) a method of reducing 
corpulence. 


bantam bz:ntom small variety of domestic 

fowl. XVIII. app. f. name of a district 
(Bdntdn) of n.w. Java, but the fowls are 
not native there. 


banter be-ntaz ridicule good-humouredly ; 
also sb. xvii (the vb. is used by Pepys, 
‘Diary’ 24 Dec. 1667). Of unkn. origin; its 
introduction and vogue are referred to by 
Locke (‘An Essay concerning Human 
Understanding’ 111 ix § 7) and Swift (“Tale 
of a Tub, Apol.’, and “Tatler’ No. 230). 
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BANTLING 





bantling bz-ntlin young child, formerly 
with implication of ‘bastard’. xvi. perh. 
corruptly = G. bdnkling bastard (f. bank 
bench, BANK?), lit. ‘child begotten on a 
bench’ (cf. BASTARD); see -LING1. 


Bantu be:ntu designation of an extensive 
group of Negro languages of Africa south 
of the Equator. x1x. =pl. of Bantu muntu 
man, in which -ntu orig. signified ‘object’ 
or ‘person’. 

banxring bez-:nksrin squirrel-like insecti- 
vorous animal. xix. - Javanese bangsring. 


banzai bznzar. xx. Jap. cheer, lit. ‘ten 
thousand vears'. 


baobab bàa:obzeb Ethiopian sour gourd. 
XVII. acc. to Prosper Alpinus (1592) an 
Ethiopian tree; prob. the name is from 
some dialect of Central Africa. 


baptise, -ize beptai-z christen. XIII 
(RGlouc.). — (O)F. baptiser ~ eccl. bapti- 
gare — Gr. baptizein, f. báptein dip ; see -IZE. 
So baptism bæ'ptism ceremony or rite of 
baptising. xir1 (Cursor M.). ME. baptem(e) 
(in Sc. till xvir) - OF. ba( p)teme, -esme (now 
baptéme), semi-pop. — ecclL. baptismus — Gr. 
baptismós, f. baptízein; assim. later to the 
Gr.-L. form. Baptist bz:ptist name of 
John, forerunner of Jesus Christ; xir (seint 
iohan — baptiste); - (O)F. baptiste = eccl L. 
baptista - ecclGr. baptistes; see -ISM, -IST. 
One of a Protestant body known earlier as 
Anabaptists (perh. originating in the appella- 
tion “Baptized Churches’, etc.) xvii. bap- 
tistery bz'ptistri. xitt.. — OF. baptisterie 
- ecclL. baptistérium — ecclGr. baptistérion, 
f. baptizein. 

bar bàár A. rod; B. barrier. xir. — (O)F. 
barre — Pr., Sp., It. barra :- Rom. *barra, 
of unkn. origin. The earliest sense recorded 
in Eng. is ‘rod of metal or wood for fastening 
a gate or the like’; the application to the 
barrier of courts of justice dates from xiv, 
to the bar of inns of court and the counter 
of an inn, etc. from xvi. So bar vb. XIII, 
cf. BARRISTER — (O)F. barrer, f. barre. 


barb! bàib beard-like appendage, etc.; 
recurved process (of arrow). xiv. (O)F. 
barbe :— L. barba BEARD. 


barb? baib Barbary horse and pigeon. 
XVil. — F. barbe -— It. barbero of Barbary, 
a country of northern Africa (cf. BERBER). 


Barbado(e)s báiberdouz name of a Brit- 
ish island in the W. Indies, said to be f. 
Pg. las barbadas fem. pl. ‘the bearded’, 
epithet applied by the Portuguese to the 
Indian fig-trees growing there. 


barbaresque baibore-sk pert. to Barbary; 
barbarous. xIx. =F. barbaresque - It. 
barbaresco, f. Barbaria (ult. f. Arab. Barber, 
BERBER), which was identifed with L. 
barbaria, barbariés land of barbarians, MGr. 
barbaríá (cf. next); see -ESQUE. 


barbaric bārbæ'rik uncivilized xv (Cax- 
ton); not Greek or Roman, foreign xix. 


BARD 


(Once as sb. in Wycl. Bible.) — F. barbarique 
or L. barbaricus — Gr. barbarikós, f. bárbaros 
foreign (esp. non-Greek-speaking), rude, 
prob. orig. referring to unintelligible speech, 
rel. to Skr. barbaras stammering (cf. L. 
balbus) So barbariaN -bezo:rion adj. and 
sb. xv (first in Sc.). - F. barbarien or L. 
*barbaridnus, extended forms (after chrétien, 
christidnus CHRISTIAN) of (O)F. barbare, 
L. barbarus- Gr. bdrbaros. ba:rbarism. 
xvi. ~(O)F.-L.-Gr. barbarous ba-1- 
bares. xv. f. L. barbarus. Earlier are 
tbarbar adj. and sb. (xiv, Wycl. Bible), 
tbarbary barbarian nationality, etc. (XIII). 
~ OF. barbarie or L. barbaria, -iés land of 
barbarians, barbarity; see -y°. 


barbecue ba-1bikji framework for sleep- 
ing on or roasting a carcass; animal roasted 
whole; entertainment at which animals are 
roasted whole, etc. XVII. = Sp. barbacoa 
- Haitian barbacda framework of sticks set 
on posts. Also vb. (xvir) dry flesh, cook 
an animal whole, on a barbecue; var. 
barbecute (xvi), app. after F. babracot. 


barbed baibd (arch.) caparisoned. xvI. 
Alteration of tbarded (xvi), f. BARD?, after 
F. bardé ; see -ED. 


barbel bàa':ibol freshwater fish. xiv (Ch.). 
— OF. barbel (mod. barbeau):-late L. 
barbellus (cf. medL. barbulus), dim. of 
barbus barbel (It., Sp. barbo), f. barba 
BEARD; so named from the flesh filaments 
depending from its mouth. 


barber ba-1ba1 hairdresser. x11. - AN. bar- 
ber, barbour, OF. barbeor :- medL. barbd- 
tórem, f. barba BEARD; see ~ER}, -ER?®. 


barberry baàa'jbori (fruit of) shrub of the 

genus Berberis. xv (barbere, barbaryn). 
— OF. berberis, corr. to It. berberi, Sp. 
berberis, medL. barbaris; assim. early to 
BERRY. 


barbette bàibe:t platform or mound within 
a fortification. xv. F., dim. of barbe 
beard ; see -ETTE. 


barbican basbiken outer fortification. 

Xil. - (O)F. barbacane — Pr., Sp. barba- 
cana, Pg. barbacdo, It. barbacane, medL. 
barbacana, of unkn. origin. 


barcarolle bà-koroul Venetian boat-song. 
xvi. — F. barcarole - Venetian It. barac- 
ruola, rel. to barcaruolo gondolier, f. barca 
BARQUE. 


bard! baud. xiv (Sc., as a personal designa- 
tion). - Gael, Ir. bárd, W. bardd :- OCelt. 
*bardos (whence Gr. bdrdos, L. bardus). 
Until late xvi found only in Sc. writings or 
in forms repr. W. bardd, and applied to 
Celtic minstrel poets or strolling minstrels ; 
the application to poets gen. (xvii) is after 
Lucan, ‘Pharsalia’ 1 449 (‘Plurima securi 
fudistis carmina, bardi’). 


bard? bard horse armour. xv. -(O)F. 
barde, corr. to Pr., It., Pg. barda, Pr. 
aubarda, Sp., Pg. albarda used in various 
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BARE 


senses connected with the furniture of a 
horse - Arab. (al)barda'ah stuffed pack- 
saddle. Corruptly barb (xvi-xvii), whence 
BARBED. 


bare begor uncovered. OE. bær = OFris., 

OS., (O)HG. bar, MDu. baer (Du. baar), 
ON. berr :- CGerm. (not in Goth.) *bazaz 
s= IE. *bhosds (whence Lith. bãsas, OSI. 
bosù barefoot); cf. Arm. bok naked (:- 
*bhosko-). 


barége barei:3 woollen fabric. xix. F., 
f. Baréges, name of a village of Hautes- 
Pyrénées, France, the place of origin. 


bareserk var. of BERSERK. 


bargain bà-rgin chaffering, etc. xiv. — OF. 
bargaignier trade, dispute, hesitate (mod. 
barguigner hesitate) = Pr. barganhar, It. 
bargagnare, medL. barcaniáre, prob. - Germ. 
*borzanjan, extended form of *borzgan 
(OHG. borgén look after, in MHG., G. give 
or take on loan, borrow); but the vowel -a- 
of the first syll. is not explained. So ba'r- 
gain sb. xiv. - OF. bargaine, -ga(i)gne 
fem., bargaing m. (cf. Pr. barganha, barganh, 
It. bargagno, Pg. barganha). Sc. (from xiv to 
XVII) has the particular sense of 'struggle, 
fight’ for vb. and sb. 


barge baid3 long heavy boat. XII 
(Cursor M.). -(O)F. barge, possibly :- 
medL. *barica, f. Gr. báris Egyptian boat ; 
cf. BARQUE. Hence bargee bàid3r barge- 
man. XVH. f. BARGE-|- -EE? (used irregularly). 


barilla borilió impure alkali. xvir. — Sp. 
barrilla, dim. of barra BAR. 


baritone bz-ritoun (mus.) male voice of 
a compass intermediate between tenor and 
bass ; fdeep-toned instrument xv11; baritone 
singer; kind of saxhorn xix. — It. baritono 
- Gr. bartitonos BARYTONE. Formerly also 
barytone; cf. F. baryton (x1x). 


barium beo-riam (chem.) metallic element. 
1808 (H. Davy). f. BARYTA; see -IUM. 


bark! baik utter the sharp explosive cry 
characteristic of a dog. OE. beorcan, pt. 
*bearc, pp. borcen :—- *berkan, perh. meta- 
thetic var. of Germ. *brekan BREAK (for the 
sense-development cf. L. fragor crackling 
noise, din, f. *frag- BREAK). Strong forms 
of the pt. survived till xv; str. pp. borken 
occurs once in Ch. Hence bark sb. xvi; 
preceded by OE. (ge)beorc, berce, byrce, and 
ME. berk. 
bark? bàáik outer rind of a tree. XIII. 
-ON. *barkuz, Olcel. borkr (Sw., Da. 
bark), perth. rel. to BIRCH. The native word 
is RIND!. Hence bark vb. tan with bark. xv. 


bark? see BARQUE. 


Barker's mill bàukoiz mil mechanical 
contrivance for producing rotary motion. 
'The alleged inventor, a Dr. Barker, is as- 
signed to XVII, but has not been identified. 


barley! bà: the cereal Hordeum sativum. 
OE. bzrlic, of adj. form and so used in 


BAROMETZ 


berlice croft field of barley, ME. barrli3 
lafess (Orm) barley loaves; first as a sb. in 
‘Peterborough Chronicle’ an. 1124; f. OE. 
bere, bere barley (cf. BARN)+-lic -LY!; 
other Germ. forms are ON. barr barley, 
Goth. barizeins of barley. The IE. base 
*bhar- is widespread; cf. L. far, farr- spelt, 
whence farina (:— *farsina) flour (cf. FARINA- 
ceous), OSI. brasino food, Russ. bérosne 
rye flour. 


barley? ba-sli (dial.) call for a truce in 
games. XvI (? xiv). First recorded in Sc. 
barlafumill, unless barlay in ‘Gawain and 
the Green Knight’ 1. 296 is an instance; ot 
unkn. origin. It is perh. the first el. of 
barley-break (also Sc. breaks) xvi, a game 
resembling prisoner’s base, and of Sc. 
tbarlacheis, -chots. 


barm:! bàim (dial) bosom, lap. OE. barm 
(bearm) = OFris., OS., OHG. barm, ON. 
barmr, Goth. barms :~CGerm. *barmaz, 
f. *bar-, rel. to *beran BEAR?. 


barm?  bàim yeast. OE.  beorma :- 
*bermon, prob. orig. a CLG. word (cf. 
Fris. berme, barm, LG. barm, barme, borme), 
whence G. bárme, Sw. barma, Da. bárme; 
ult. rel. to L. fervére boil, fermentum FER- 
MENT. 

barmy bi-:1mi frothy xv; flighty, empty- 
headed, daft xvii. f. BARM?-F-vx!. In the 
fig. sense also BALMY. 


barn bain building for storing grain. 
OE. bern, beren, earlier berern, f. bere 
(BARLEY!)+ ern, ern (— OFris. ern, ON. 
rann, Goth. razn) house, f. base *ras- of 
RESTİ. 

barnacle! bà:nokl A. wild goose Anas 
leucopsis xi1 (Neckam); B. pedunculate 
cirriped xvi. orig. bernak, -ek(ke), corr. to 
medL. bernaca, -eca, the apparent source of 
F. bernaque, mod. Pr., Pg. bernaca, Sp. 
berneca; barnacle dates from xv and is 
paralleled by F. barnacle, bernacle, tbernicle, 
but may be of independent origin: ult. 
source unkn. @ The two meanings depend 
upon an early belief that the goose was 
generated from a shellfish, which acc. to 
some accounts grew on a tree. 


barnacle? ba-imokl bit for horse, etc. xiv 
(Wycl. Bible, Trevisa); pl. spectacles xvi. 
ME. bernacle, barnackle, alteration of AN. 
bernac (also in Eng. glossaries xv), of unkn. 
origin; perh. after OF. bernicles (Joinville) 
Saracen instrument of torture. The sense 
‘spectacles’ may perh. be due to assocn. 
with another word; cf. F. besicles, formerly 
bericles. 


barometer  bara-mitaz 
measuring atmospheric pressure. XVII 
(Boyle). f. Gr. báros weight-d-métron 
measure (-METER). Hence barometric 
beróme:trik XIX, -me‘tricaAL XVII. So 
ba‘roGRAPH XIX, Tba’roscoPeE XVII. 


barometz bez:romets woolly fern, Cibo- 
tium barometz, called also Scythian Lamb. 


instrument for 
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XVII (bonarets, boraneth, boranez). — Russ. 
bardnets, dim. of bardn ram. 


baron bz'ron (hist.) man holding from the 
king or other superior; one of the lowest 
grade of nobility x11; judge of the exchequer 
XIV. — AN. barun, (O)F. baron, acc. of ber — 
Pr. bar, acc. baron (whence Sp. baron, It. 
barone), Sp. varon, Pg. varáo man :—- medL. 
bard, -ónem man, male, warrior, in the sense 
‘mercenary’ fantastically derived by Isidore 
from Gr. bars ‘gravis’, and identified by 
scholiasts and others with L. bdré simpleton, 
dunce (Cicero, etc.), but of unkn. origin. 
The sense ‘undivided double sirloin of 
beef? (xvin) is prob. a joc. elaboration of 
Stir Loin XVI1 (see stRLOIN). So ba:ronacE 
body of barons. xir. ME. barnage - OF. 
barnage, medL. baréndgium. ba‘roness. xv 
(barnesse). - OF. baronesse, barronnesse (AL. 
baronissa); see -ESst. ba:roneT lesser 
baron (sometimes synon. with BANNERET) 
XIV; man of the rank below baron, instituted 
1611. -— AL. baronettus. ba:ronnv xv, 
ba:rony xii domain or rank of a baron. 
- OF. baronie, AL. baronia (x11); see -v?. 

baroque, barrok boro:k, -ouk whimsi- 
cal, odd xvii; spec. of (i) irregular pearls, 
(11) a florid style of Renaissance architecture 
XIX. — F. baroque (in earliest use of pearls) 
— Pg. barroco, Sp. barrueco, of unkn. origin ; 
as applied to architecture (orig. that of 
Francesco Borromini) — It. barroco. 


barouche borü:[ four-wheeled carriage. 
XIX. — G. dial. barutsche — 1t. baroccio (Sp. 
barrocho), for *biroccio ‘two-wheeled’ — late 
L. *birotium (birodium), f. L. birotus, f. 
bi- B1- - rota wheel (see ROTATION). 


barque, bark baik small sailing-vessel 

XV; boat xvi; three-masted vessel xvrr. 
— (O)F. barque, prob. = Pr. barca = late L. 
barca (so Sp., It.), of which a collateral 
form *barica may be repr. by BARGE. The 
sp. barque is now regular in techn. use. 


barquentine  bà-kontin small 
XVII. f. BARQUE, after BRIGANTINE, 


barrack! bæ'rək soldiers’ quarters. XVII 
(barraque). =F. baraque — It. baracca or 
Sp. barraca soldier’s tent, of unkn. origin. 


barrack? bæ'rək banter, chaff. Also vb. 
XIX. Alteration of native (New South 
Wales) borak (phr. to poke borak). 


barrage bā'ridz, bæ'ridz, bæ'rāz bar in 
a watercourse XIX; curtain of artillery fire 
XX. — F. barrage, f. barrer BAR. 


barrator  bz':rotói tfraudulent dealer; 
Tüghter; mover of litigation. Xiv. = AN. 
baratour, OF. barateor cheat, trickster, f. 
barater (= Pr., OSp., Pg. baratar, It. barat- 
tare) :- Rom. *prattáre exchange, cheat - 
Gr. práttein do, perform, manage, practise 
(sometimes dishonestly); the deriv. OF. 
barat, barate (whence ME. barat, baret 
deception, trouble, distress, strife) corr. to 
Pr. barat, It. baratto, etc.; ON. barátta 
contest, fighting (from Rom.) perh. influ- 


barque. 


BARROW 


enced the ME. word. So ba-rratry purchase 
of preferment or office xv; fraud or criminal 
negligence by a ship's master xvii. - OF. 
bar(a)terie — Pr. barataria, baratteria. 


barrel be-ral A. cask xiv; B. applied to 
various cylindrical objects xvi. —(O)F. 
baril = Pr. baril, It. barile (medL. barriclus, 
barillus, barile); plausibly taken by Diez to 
be a deriv. of barra BAR. €] W. baril, Gael. 
baraill, etc. are from Eng. 


barren bæ'rən incapable of offspring. 
XIII (bararin). - AN. (fem.) barai(g)ne, OF. 
barhaine, brahai(g)ne, brehai(g)ne (mod. 
bréhaigne), of unkn. origin. 


barricade bærikeid hastily constructed 
obstruction to stop an enemy. XVII. Earlier 
barricado (xvi) — F. barricade (whence Sp. 
barricada, It. barricata), £. barrique — Sp. 
barrica cask, f. stem of barril BARREL; the 
first barricades in Paris (la journée des barri- 
cades 1588) were composed of barrels filled 
with earth, paving-stones, etc. Hence 
barrica-de vb. xvi, after F. barricader. See 
-ADE, -ADO. 


barrier bz'rio: fence barring passage. 
XIV (barere). = AN. barrere, (O)F. barrière 
= Pr., It. barriera, Sp. barrera :~ Rom. 
*barraria, coll. deriv. of barra BAR; see -IER, 
The sp. was later conformed to that of 
Continental French. 

barring bā'riņ excepting. XV. prep. use 
of prp. of BAR vb. exclude, except ; see -1ING?. 

barrister bz'risto1 lawyer practising as an 
advocate in courts of law. xvi (Act 2 Hen. 
VIII c. 13 s. 3). Earliest form barrester, 
obscurely f. BAR, perh. after tlegister lawyer, 
or minister. GQ A student of the law when 
admitted a barrister is technically ‘called to 
the bar’, which orig. had reference to the bar 
or barrier separating the seats of benchers 
or readers from the rest of the hall, and to 
which students were ‘called’ from the body 
of the hall to take part in moots. 


barrow! be'rou tmountain; grave-mound. 
OE. beorg = OF ris., OS., OHG. (Du., G.) 
berg :- Germ. *bergaz (cf. ON. berg, bjarg 
n. rock, precipice, Goth. bairgahei hill 
country); IE. *bhergh- is repr. also by 
OS]. brégit overhanging bank, Av. barazan- 
height, Arm. berj; for another var. of the 
base see BOROUGH. In gen. literary use obs. 
before 1400; survived locally, in the north 
as bargh, in the west and south as barrow, 
whence the use of the latter by archeo- 
logists, being generalized from the barrows 
of Salisbury Plain, etc. 

barrow? bæ'rou castrated boar. OE. barg 
(bearg) — OFris., MDu. barch (Du. barg), 
OHG. barug, barc (G. dial. barch), ON. 
borgr :- CGerm. (exc. Goth.) “barguz or 
*barzwaz ; not known outside Germ. 


barrow? bæ'rou frame on which a load 
can be carried, in early use including bier 
and stretcher, later restricted to wheel- 
barrow (xiv) and handbarrow (xv). OE. 
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BARRY 


bearwe :— *barwón, f. *bar- *ber- BEAR?. Cf. 
EFris. barve; MHG. rade-ber(e) hand- 
barrow :— *barjoó; also ON. fem. pl. barar 
handbarrow, stretcher, funeral bier, and 
BIER. 


barry bāri (her) divided by bars of 
colours laid alternately. xv. - F. barré 
barred, striped, f. barre BAR. So ba'rrulé, 
ba-rruly bae: rjüli. xvi; see -y*. 


barsac bàusek white wine manufactured 
at Barsac, Gironde, France. XIX. 


barter ba-iter give in exchange for an 
equivalent. xv. Form and meaning suggest 
deriv. from OF. barater (see BARRATOR), but 
connecting links are wanting. 


bartizan ba-itizen battlemented parapet. 
1801 (Scott), orig. pseudo-arch. use of Sc. 
var. (bartisane) of BRATTICING. 


baryta  borarto  (chem.) monoxide of 
barium. XIX. f. BARYTES, with final a after 
soda, etc. 


barytes boraitiz (chem.) native sulphate 
of barium. xvi. f. Gr. bartis heavy, after 
mineral names in -ites; named in ref. to its 
great weight. 


barytone bz ritoun (Gr. gram.) not having 
the acute accent on the last syllable. xix. 
— Gr. barütonos, f£. bartis heavy, (of sound) 
deep )( oxtis (cf. OXYTONE), rel. to L. gravis 
GRAVE®-++ ténos TONE. Cf. BARITONE, 


basalt be:sdlt, -olt hard trap-rock. xvir 
(earlier in L. form). - L. basaltés, in MSS. 
and editions of Pliny’s ‘Natural History’ 
var. of basanités — Gr. basanités (sc. lithos 
stone), f. bdsanos touchstone. 


basan, bazan be'zon bark-tanned sheep- 
skin. xvIII. —(O)F. basane — Pr. bazana 
— Sp. badana (cf. medL. bedana)- Arab. 
bitànah lining, f. batdna be hidden. 


bascule baz'skjül apparatus on the lever 
principle. xvir. ~ F. bascule, earlier bacule 
see-saw, f. stem of battre beat + cul pos- 
teriors. 


base! beis bottom, foundation. XIV. 
— (O)F. base or L. basis; see BAsis. Hence 
basar! bersol bassic xix; cf. F. basal, 
basique. Fence ba:seball (BALL!) national 
field-game of the U.S.A. xix; the base is 
the term for each of four stations at the 
angles of the square called the diamond, 


base? beis the game of ‘prisoner’s base’. 
xv. prob. for bars (bars), pl. of BAR; cf. 
*Bace . . . barri’ (Promp. Parv.). Cf. Bass}. 


base? beis of low quality or status. XIV. 
— (O)F. bas, fem. basse — Pr. bas, It. basso 
:- medL. bassu-s, bassa (expl. by Isidore as 
‘thick, fat’, by Papias as ‘short, low’), found 
in classical times as a cognomen. Hence 
ba-seBorn xvi; cf. low-born, ME. loh iboren 
(xir). 

basement  bersmont foundation, funda- 
mental structure; lowest storey below 
ground level. xvir. prob. - Du. Tbasement 


BASKET 


foundation (Kilian) in WFlem. bazement, 
perh. — It. basamento base of a column, etc., 
f. basare, f. base BASE!; see -MENT and cf. 
(O)F. soubassement. 


bash bef strike heavily. xvi. ult. imit., 
perh. a blend of bang and ending of dash, 
smash, etc. 


bashaw boj[3- early form of PAsHA. 


bashful bz-ffül shy. xvr (Udall). f. Tbash 
aphetic of ABASH + -FUL!; for a similar 
formation on a vb. stem cf. mournful (xvi). 


bashi-bazouk bez:fibozi-k mercenary ir- 
regular Turkish soldier. xix. - Turk. 
báshi bózuk ‘wrong-headed’ (bash head, 
bózuk turned). 


basil bz:-zil aromatic plant Ocymum. xv 
(Caxton). - OF. basile - medL. basilicum 
— Gr. basilikón, n. of adj. ‘royal’. 


basilar bz'silàr pert. to the base. xvi. 
- modL. basilàris, irreg. f. basis BASEL. 


basilica bəzi'likə church built on the 
model of a royal palace, oblong with colon- 
nades and an apse. XVI. — L. — Gr. basiliké, 
sb. use of fem. of basilikds royal, f. basileás 
king. 

basilisk bz-zilisk, bz-s- fabulous reptile, 
cockatrice xiv; large cannon xvi. =L 
basiliscus - Gr. basiliskos, dim. of basiletis 
king; acc. to Pliny, the name is due to a 
crown-like spot on the reptile's head. In 
the sense of ‘cannon’ the Sp. form basilisco 
was also used. 


basin bers'n hollow circular vessel XIII; 
deep depression xviu. ME. ba(s)ìcin, also 
-ine = OF. bacin (mod. bassin) = Pr., Sp. 
bacin, It. bacino := med L. *bac(c)hinu-s (cf. 
bacchinon wooden vessel, Gregory of Tours, 
v1), f. bacca ‘vas aquarium’ (Isidore), perh. 
of Gaulish origin. 


basinet bz'sinet, basnet bz'snit small 
headpiece of armour. XIV. ~ OF. bacinet, 
dim. of bacin BASIN; see -ET. 


basis bei:sis foundation, support. xiv (Trev.). 
~ L. basis — Gr. básis stepping, step, pedestal, 
BASE! :- IE. *gwmtis (whence also G. kunft 
coming), f. *gzm- COME. 


basistan bzzista-n, bezesteen  bezisti-:n 
clothes-market. xvi. — Turk. —Pers. bazzd- 
zistán, f. Arab. bassaz clothes-dealer (f. bazz, 
Turk. bez clothing) -+-istdn place. 


bask bàsk A. Tbathe (esp. in blood) xiv; 
B. expose to the heat of the sun, etc. xvi 
(Sh.); intr. for refl. xvir (Cowley, Dryden). 
In A mainly in eastern writers (Gower, 
Lydg., Skelton) ; of doubtful origin, but usu. 
referred to ON. *badask (later badast), ref. 
of bada BATHE. Cf. BUSK!. 


basket bà'skit vessel of wicker-work with 
a handle. xirr. In. AL. as baskettum (xir- 
xv), in AN, and OF. as basket (gloss on 
Neckam xu, ‘Roman d’Alexandre’, MS. 
Bodl. 264, an. 1338), of unkn. origin. It 
has been referred to L. bascauda (Juvenal, 
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Martial), said by Martial to be British (but 
no OCeltic forms are extant, and the mod. 
forms are from Eng.) and expl. by Papias as 
‘washing-tub’, ‘brazen vessel’; but bascauda 
was repr. by OF. baschoe, from which basche 
was a back-formation. 


Basque bàsk member of a race inhabiting 
the slopes of the western Pyrenees; their 
language. XIX. — F. Basque — L. Vascó (in 
pl. Vascones, Juvenal, Pliny), which has 
also given Gascon. The Basques’ name for 
themselves is Eskualdunak. 


bas-relief basrili-f carving in low relief. 
xvii. Earlier basse relieve — It. basso rilievo 
(basso riljé-vo); altered later after F. bas- 
relief. 

bass: bes fish of the perch family. xvn. 
Late ME. (xv) alteration of (dial) barse, 
OE. bers (bears) = MDu., MHG. bars 
(Du. baars, G. barsch), f. *bars-, rel. to 
*bors- (whence OHG. burst, OE. byrst 
bristle}; cf. (dial.) bace, base (xv), and DACE. 


bass? bes inner bark; fibre. xvir. Altera- 
tion of BAST by suppression of ¢, as in bast 
mat, bast tree. 


bass? beis deep-sounding; (mus.) of the 
lowest part. xv. orig. identical in form and 
still in pronunc. with BASE? ; from XVI assim. 
in form to It. BASSO. 


bass* bes. xrx. Name of manufacturers 
of the ale and beer so designated, Messrs. 
Bass & Co. of Burton-on-Trent. 


basset bz:sit short-legged breed of dog. 
XVII. = F. basset, f. bas low, BASE? ; see -ET. 


basset-horn  bz'sithoin tenor clarinet. 
XIX. — G., partial tr. of F. cor de bassette 
— It. corno di bassetto (bassetto dim. of BASSO 
BASS?). 


bassinette  bzsine:'t baby's cradle with 
hood at one end. xix. Earlier sp. bassinet, 
identical in form with F. bassinet (see 
BASINET), which is applied to various basin- 
shaped objects; in its later sp. bassinette 
infil. by spurious F. berceaunette (in Eng. use 
c. 1860-70), alteration of F. bercelonnette 
(bar-) after berceau cradle. 


basso bz‘sou (mus.) bass. x1x. It.; see BASE?. 


bassoon basin, bezi-n bass instrument of 
the oboe family. xvi. = F. basson, augm. 
f. bas BASS? ; see -OON. 


bast best inner bark of the lime. OE. 
best, corr. to (M)Du., (O)HG., ON. bast = 
CGerm. (exc. Gothic) *bastaz, -am, of 
unkn. origin. 


bastard bistoxd illegitimate child. xir. 
— OF. bastard (mod. bdtard) = Pr. bastard, 
It, Sp. Pg. bastardo:- medL., Rom. 
bastardus, commonly held to be f. bastum 
BAT®-+-ardus -ARD, which appears to be 
confirmed by OF. fils de bas(t) ‘pack- 
saddle son’ (mule-drivers and others using 
the pack-saddle for a pillow), whence ME. 
bast bastardy, bastard (also in phr. tabast 


BAT 


ibore borne in bastardy, tsone abast bastard 
son); cf. the origin of such synons. as OF. 
coitrart (f. coite QUILT), G. bankert, f. (bank 
bench), bänkling (see BANTLING), LG. 
mantelkind ‘mantle child’, ON. hrisungr (f. 
hris brushwood). As a term of legal status 
bastardus was applied to the acknowledged 
son of a prince or nobleman not born of 
the lawful wife; cf. William the Bastard, a 
title of William the Conqueror. (The Rom. 
word passed into all the Continental Germ. 
langs.) Hence ba:stardize xvi. ba:stardry 
Xv, the regular Sc. form for ba-stardy xv 
(cf. AN. bastardie xit1) ; see -IzE, -v?. 


baste! beist sew loosely. xiv (Ch.). - OF. 
bastir == Pr. bastir build, prepare, equip, com- 
pose, Sp. bastir, It. bastire build = Germ. 
*bastjan (cf. OHG. besten lace, sew), f.*bastaz 
BAST, the orig. sense being ‘put together (as) 
with bast’, hence ‘construct, build’. For the 
sense cf. Sp. bastear, embastar, It. imbastire. 
A Sc. var. bais (xv1) survives as beass. 


baste? beist pour fat over (roasting meat). 
xv (pp. tbaast, Sc. inf. bais). prob. orig. 
base, the past inflexions being later incor- 
porated as part of the stem. Two F. vbs. in 
this sense are given by Du Guez (1530), 
bastir ‘to cast butter upon rost’, and basser 
‘to bast the roste’, but these are not corro- 
borated; cf. ‘bastyng of meate, bastiment, 
baysting of clothe, bastiment’ (Palsgr. 1530). 
he vb. meaning ‘beat’ (xvi) is prob. 
identical with this; for a similar transference 
of sense cf. anoint, and G, schmieren (1) 
anoint, (ii) thrash. 


bastille bæstīl] bastion, fortress. XIV. 
— (OJF. bastille, prob. refash. of OF. bastide 
(Cotgr. has a mixed form, bastilde) - Pr. 
bastida, sb. use of fem. pp. of bastir build 
(cf. BASTE!). 


bastinado  bzstinà:vdou beating with a 
stick (esp. on the soles of the feet). xvr. 
— Sp. bastonada (= It. bastonata, OF. 
bastonnée), f. baston stick, BATON ; see -ADO. 
The sp. has varied, -tan- and -ton- being 
formerly frequent. 


bastion be:stion projecting part of a 
fortification. xvi. =F. bastion, earlier 
bastillon, f. bastille (see above); cf. It. 
bastione, held by some to be the source of 
the F. word. 


bat! bet A. club, stout stick OE. ; B. Jump 
(as in brickbat) xiv. Late OE. batt 'clava' 
(whence Ir., Gael. bat, bata staff, cudgel); 
some uses may be due to (O)F. batte (f. 
battre beat); the source of sense B is entirely 
obscure and it may belong to a different 
word. Hence, or directly - (O)F. battre, 
bat vb. strike xv; in the sense ‘wink’ the 
eyelids perh. a var. of BATE?, 


bat? bæt mouse-like winged quadruped. 
xvi (a Backe, some call it a Bat). Alteration 
of ME. backe, bakke (surviving till xvi in 
gen. use, and later dial., also in Sc, backie) 
- Scand, word repr. in MSw. aftan|bakka, 
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nat|bakka evening or night bat, MDa. 
nat(h)|bakke, beside which is a var. *blaka, 
as in ON. leürblaka 'leather-flapper', Sw. 


nattblaka, whence rare ME. blak; the 
change of E to t (cf. Sw. dial. nattbatta) may 
have been due to assoc. with medL. blatta, 
blacta, batta. 

@ The native name was rearmouse (OE. 
hréremis) ; cf. flittermouse (xv) ~ Du. vleder- 
muis = G. fledermaus (OHG. fledarmiis) 
‘flutter-mouse’, (dial.) flindermouse (- Du. 
vlinder butterfly), F. chauve-souris, L. calva 
sorex ‘bald mouse’. 


bat? bæt, bā pack-saddle. xv-xvı (only 
in bat-needle packing-needle); xvin (in 
bat-horse, -mule; bat-money; BATMAN?). 
— OF. bat, earlier bast (mod. bát) :- medL. 
bastum, perh. f. *bastáre, ult. based on Gr. 
bastázein bear. 


batt bæt colloquial speech of a foreign 
country (sling the bat speak the lingo). XIX 
(Kipling). Hindi, ‘speech, language, word’. 

batata bota-ta sweet potato, Ipomea 
Batatas, Batatas edulis. xvi. — Sp. batata 
~ Taino batata, See POTATO. 


batch bætf baking. xv. ME. bac(c)he :— 
OE. *bæćće, f. bacan BAKE; cf. OE. gebæć 
baking, thing baked, G. gebäck, and for the 
formation wæćće WATCH, wacan WAKE!. 


bate! beit tfight; beat the wings. xim 
(Cursor M.). ~ OF. batre (mod. battre) beat, 
fight :- Rom. *batere for L. batuere (cf. 
BATTLE). 


bate? beit lower, reduce, (now only) moder- 
ate, as in bated breath; (arch.) except, as in 
bating excepting. xiv. Aphetic of ABATE. 

bateau  bz:tou Canadian boat. xvin. 
F. :- OF. batel (whence It. battello, Sp. 
batel), f. OE. bat, ON. bdtr Boat. 


batells see BATTEL. 


bath! bap bathing, water for bathing in 
OE. ; vessel for bathing in xvi. OE. bap = 
OF ris. beth, OS. bad, (O)HG. bad, ON. bad 
:- CGerm. (exc. Goth.) *bapam, perh. f. 
*ba- FOMENT (cf. OHG. bdjan, bden, G. 
bühen). Hence bath vb. (xv), a new forma- 
tion distinct from BATHE, now restricted to 
the sense ‘give a bath to’. The place-name 
Bath was orig. et bim (hátum) bapum at 
the (hot) baths, at? Bapum, whence the 
indeclinable Bapum, Bapon (cf. G. Baden, 
orig. d. pl); in xvin it was commonly 
known as ‘the Bath’, There are many spec. 
attrib. uses, as Bath bun, chap (cHaP?), brick, 
chair (orig. used at Bath for invalids), Oliver 
(a biscuit named after William Oliver, a 
physician of Bath, 1695-1764), stone. Bathon 
was latinized as Bathonia, whence Batho- 
MIAN bépou‘nion. XVIII. 


bath? bep Hebrew liquid measure. xvt. 
Heb. (in L. batus, Gr. bátos). 

bathe beió immerse in a bath; take a bath. 
OE. bapian — Du. baden, OHG. badón (G. 
baden), ON. baa :- Germ. *bapón,f. *bapbam 
BATH’. 


bathos bei-pos, bz-bos ludicrous descent 


from the elevated to the commonplace. 
XVIII (Pope; earlier in Gr. letters). — Gr. 
báthos, f. bathiís deep (as in bathymetry 
measurement of depths). Hence bathetic 
bope-tik. xix; after pathos, pathetic. 


bathybius — bopibios  (zool) flocculent 
precipitate of gypsum in the ocean. XIX 
(Huxley, who at first regarded it as proto- 
plasm). modL., f. Gr. baths deep + bios 
life (cf. B10-). 


batik bz-tik decoration on silk, etc. xix. 
— Javanese 'mbatik writing, drawing. 


batiste  bztiíst cambric. xvm (baptist 
cloth, tr. F. toile de Batiste). — F. batiste, 
for Baptiste, name of the first maker, who 
lived at Cambrai. 


batman! bæ'tmən Oriental weight. xvi. 
~ Turk. badtman, batman, -man (whence also 
Russ. batmán). 


batman? bze-tmon army officer’s servant. 
XVIII. f. BAT?, as used in bat-horse, -mule 
for carrying officers! baggage (F. cheval de 
bát), bat-money allowance for carrying 
baggage; formerly also baugh-, baw-, repr. 
the pronunc. ba of F. båt. 


baton bæ'tn staff, stick (now spec.). XVI 
(batton). —F. baton (earlier Tbaston, which 
was adopted in Eng. xiu) = Pr., Sp. baston, 
It. bastone :~ Rom. *bastd(n-), f. *bastdre 
drive with a stick (cf. L. burdu|basta donkey- 
driver, Petronius), f. late L. bastum stick. 


batrachian  botrerkion  (zool) frog-like. 

xix. f. modL. batrachia botrerkio, prop. 
betrokaro — Gr. batrákheia (sc. zóia ani- 
mals), n. pl. of batrákheios, f. bátrakhos 
frog; after F. batracien (1811); see -IAN. 


batta! bzx-te agio, discount. xvil. — Hind. 
batta, bátta. 


batta? bz-to (military) allowance. xvirr. 
—- Indo-Pg. bata — Canarese bhatta rice. 


battalion botze-ljon division of an army. 

XVI. — F. battaillon — 1t. battaglione, augm. 
of battaglia BATTLE. 'lhe present sp. was 
established xvir. 


battel, batell bz-tl T (perh.) provision of 
commons XV; (pl. accounts of sums due 
for provision of board and lodging in 
colleges of the university of Oxford xvi. 
In med L. batelli, -illi, batellz (pl.), of unkn. 
origin; perh. connected with tbattle vb. 
feed, nourish, tbattle adj. (Sc. and north.) 
feeding, nourishing, which may be derivs. 
(with -LE?) of bat- in BATTEN?. Hence battel 
vb, XVI. 


batten! be-tn strip of wood. xv. Earliest 
forms batant, -ent (cf. ‘batant .. a batant; 
the piece of wood, that runnes all along 
vpon the edge of the lockeside of a doore, 
gate, or window’, Cotgr.) — OF. batant, sb. 
use of prp. of batre beat (see BATTERY). For 
the loss of final t cf. batten movable bar in 
a silk-loom (X1x) = F. battant. 
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batten? bæ'tn fimprove in condition xvI, 
grow fat, thrive (on) xvii (Sh., Jonson); 
prob. earlier in dial. use. - ON. batna im- 
prove, get better, f. *bat- (cf. OE. gebatian 
get BETTER); see -EN?, 


batter! bæ'təı beat with repeated blows. 
XIV. — AN. baterer, f. OF. batre (mod. 
battre) beat; cf. Bat! and see -ER?. 


batter? bz-ter paste used in cooking. xv 
(bater, -our, -ure) prob. f. BATTER!, but 
cf. OF. bat(e)ure beating, beaten metal. 


battery be:tori beating (as in assault and 
battery); tbattering (as of fortifications by 
guns); unit ofartillery. xvi. - (O)F. batterie, 
f. battre beat (= Pr. batre, Sp. batir, It. 
battere) :— L. battuere, later battere; see -ERY 
and cf. Pr. bataria, etc. 


battle bæ'tl combat xir (RGlouc., Cursor 
M.); tbattle array, battalion xrv (R. Man- 
nyng). ME. batat-le-(O)F. bataille = Pr. 
batalha, Cat. batalla (whence Sp. batalla, Pg. 
batalha), It. battaglia, Rum. bdtaie :- Rom. 
*battalia, for Jate L. battualia military or 
gladiatorial exercises, f. battuere beat (cf. 
prec.); like other n. pls., e.g. biblia BIBLE, 
mirabilia MARVEL, battalia was treated as 
fem. sg. In the sense ‘order of battle’, 
‘host’ battalia (~ It. battaglia) was current 
from late xvi (Sh.) to early xix. So ba'ttle 
vb. xiv. — (OJF. batailler. 


battledore  bze'tidoor  wasbing-beetle xv 
(batyldo(u)re, batyndore, badildore) ; bat used 
with a shuttlecock xvr. perh. = Pr. batedor 
beater (cf. Sp. batidor), f. batre beat (cf. 
BATTERY), infl. by tbhattle vb. (Xv1), f. BAT vb. 
(see BAT!); but the history is obscure. 


battlement bæ'tlmənt indented parapet 
in fortification. xIv. contemp. with tbatiled 
— pp. of OF. batailler fortify with batailles 
fixed or movable turrets of defence (the 
sense-development from ‘battle’ is not 
clear); some forms show assoc. with OF. 
bastillement (f. bastilier, -iller ; cf. BASTILLE). 
See -MENT. 


battleship bæ'tlfip. 1884. Short for line- 
of-battle ship (xviir) ship designed to fight 
in line of battle. 


battology bzto-led3i vain repetition. XVII. 
— modL. battologia - Gr. battologid, f. bat- 
tólogos, f. bdttos stammerer (cf. the proper 
name Jattos in Herodotus Iv clv); see 
-LOGY. 


battue bæ'ʻtju beat-up of game. xix. F. 
(= Pr. batuda, It. battuta) - Rom. *battüta, 
sb. use of fem. pp. of L. battuere beat (cf. 
BATTLE). 


batty bez-ti (sl.) crazy, ‘balmy’. xx. f. phr. 
to have bats in the belfry to be crazy; see 
BAT’, -Y!, 

bauble bd-bl trinket; jester’s baton XIV; 
trifling matter, ‘toy’ xvi. ME. babel, babulle 
~ OF. babel, baubel child’s toy, plaything, 
of unkn. origin (cf. AL. baubellum xi-xii1). 


bay? bei 


BAY 


The ME. forms are repr. normally by bable 
(XVI-XVII); bauble appears first c. 1600. 


baudekin  b5:dikin rich brocade. xiv. 
- OF. baudekin- medL. baldachinus; see 
BALDACCHINO. 


baulk var. of BALK. 


bauson b5-son (dial.) badger. xiv. sb. use 
of bausand — OF. bausant having white spots 
on a dark ground, piebald (sb. piebald 
horse) = Pr. bausan (whence It. balzano, 
whence modF. balzan) :~ Rom. *baltednus 
‘belted’, striped, f. L. balteus BELT. For the 
application to the animal cf. the develop- 
ment of F. blaireau (see BADGER). 


bauxite, beauxite bō'ksait hydrous oxide 
of silicon and iron. Xix. - F. bauxite, f. 
Les Baux, near Arles, France; see -ITE. 


bavin be-vin bundle of brushwood. xiv. 
Of unkn. origin. 


bawbee bod-bi (Sc.) coin equivalent to the 
Eng. halfpenny. xvi. Named after the laird 
of Sillebawby, mint-master under James V 
(mentioned in a Treasurer’s account of 
1541 as Alexander Orok de Sillebawby). 


bawd bdd pander, procuress. xrv (PPI, 
Ch.). The fuller form Jbawdstrot, Sc. 
bald(e)strod (xIv-xv1) suggests ult. deriv. 
from OF. baudetrot, baudestroyt ‘pronubus’, 
‘pronuba’ (xir), which seems to be f. baud 
lively, gay (= Germ. *bald- BOLD) + the 
word repr. by AN. trote old woman, hag 
(Gower); but the history is obscure and the 
relation with tbawdy dirty, filthy (xiv, PPI.) 
and tbawdy befoul, defile (xiv, Trevisa) is 
undetermined. Qf Against a proposed deriv. 
as an aphetic reduction of ribald must be 
set the prevalent stressing ri'bald in the 
texts in which bawd first occurs. Hence 
baw-dry. xiv (Ch.). baw-dy xvi, sb. XVII; 
see -Yl, 


bawl bdl bark; cry vociferously. xv 
(Promp. Parv.). corr. in form and meaning 
to medL. bauldre bark, of imit. origin; but 
cf. Icel. baula (Sw. bóla) low, as an ox. 

bawn bón fortified enclosure; cattlefold. 
xvi (Spenser). — Ir. bábhún, MIr. bódhún, 
f. bó cow -|- dün fortress (see TOWN). 


bay! bei fberry xiv; bay-tree, Laurus 
nobilis; pl. leaves of this made into a gar- 
land xvi. - (O)F. baie (= Pr., Sp. baga) :- 
L. báca berry. See also BAYBERRY. 


indentation of the sea. XIV. 
— (O)F. baie - (O)Sp. bahia, recorded first 
as baia by Isidore of Seville (vi1) and perh. 
of Iberian origin. See also BAY-SALT. 


bay® bei opening between columns, etc. 
XIV; recess xv. — (O)F. baie, f£. bayer, earlier 
baer, beer gape, stand open (mod. béant 
wide open) = Pr. badar, It. badure -- medL. 
batáre (c. 800), of unkn. origin. Hence bay- 
window (xv); cf. bow-window (Bow’). 


bay‘ bei barking of dogs in company XIII; 
chiefly (now only) in phr. (hold, keep) at bay, 
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Tat a bay, (turn, bring, etc.) to bay xiv. 
— OF. bai, or aphetic deriv. of ME. abay 
(at abay being apprehended as at a bay) 
- OF. abai (mod. abot in phr. étre and 
mettre aux abois be and bring to bay; cf. OF. 
tenir a bay, It. stare and tenere a bada); the 
F. sbs. are f. bayer, abayer BAYv9. 'lhe 
phrases refer to the position of a hunted 
animal when, driven to extremity, he faces 
his barking pursuers. Q In the sense ‘deep 
bark’ (xvI) a new formation on BAY®. 


bay® bei reddish-brown. xiv (Ch.). -(O)F. 
bai :- L. badiu-s (Varro) chestnut-coloured 
(only of horses), rel. to Olr. buide yellow. 


bay® bei bark with a deep voice. xiv. 
Aphetic of tabaye-OF. abaiier (mod. 
aboyer) = It (ab)baiare, f. imit. base *bai- ; 
infl. by BAY‘, 


bayadére bajadeo-1 Hindu dancing-girl. 
XVII. F.=—Pg. bailadeira, f. bailar dance, 
obscurely rel. to medL. balldre (see BALL?). 


bayard bei-aid bay horse, spec. the magic 
steed given by Charlemagne to Renaud; 
a type of blind recklessness. xiv. - OF. 
baiard, f. bai BAY’; see -ARD. 


bayberry bei'be:ri (fruit of) the bay-tree 
XIV ; (fruit of) Pimenta acris xvIII ; (fruit of) 
Myrica cerifera XIX. f. BAY!--BERRY. Hence 
bay rum bei ram (see RUM?); cf. G. baiól 
‘oleum myricz'. 


bayonet bei net, beione:t. Tshort dagger 
XVII; stabbing instrument for fixing to the 
muzzle of a rifie xvin. = F. baïonnette, 
earlier bayonnette, said to be f. Bayonne, 
France, the orig. place of manufacture (cf. 
bayonnettes de Bayonne, 'labourot Des 
Accords, d. 1590); see -ET. The early vars. 
(xvi; later U.S. dial.) bagnet, bagonet are 
not accounted for. 

bayou bai-ju outlet of river or lake, etc., in 
N. America. xvni. — Amer. F. - Choctaw 
bayuk. 


bay-salt bersi:lt salt in large crystals. xv. 
f. BAY?--SALT; prop. salt obtained by 
evaporation of water in bays of the sea, 
orig. in the Baie de Bourgneuf, south of the 
river Loire, France (called la Baye, le Bay 
in ref. to salt production in documents of 
xIv-xv). So G. baisalz, MLG. bayesout, 
Du. baaizout, Da. baisalt. 


bazaar bozà:1 Oriental market-place xvt; 
fancy fair xix. Early forms are bazarro, 
basar, buzzar(d), bazar; prob. — It. = Turk. 
— Pers. bázár market, which has passed into 
various Eastern and Eur. langs. 

bdellium de'liəm (tree yielding) a gum 
resin. XVI. —-L. ódellium (Pliny, Vulg.) 
—- Gr. bdéllion (Dioscorides), used in versions 
of the O.T. later than LXX to render Heb. 
b'dhólah, of uncertain meaning and origin. 


be bi, (unstressed) bi. The ‘substantive’ 
and ‘copulative’ verb expressing (i) simple 
existence, and (ii) existence in a defined 
state (whence its use with participles as an 
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auxiliary of tense and voice)  Conjuga- 
tional forms: pres. ind. Ist pers. sg. am, 
2nd (arch. and dial.) art, beest, 3rd is; 
pl. are, (arch. and dial.) be; pt. was, pl. 
were; pres. subj. be, pt. subj. were; pp. 
been. The forms are derived from four 
e as follows. 

. IE. *es- *s-. yst pers. sg. OE. eam, 
Es WS. eom (with eo after béo(m); see 
below) — ON. em, Goth. zm, Olr. am, 
Lith. esmi, OSI. jesmi, L. sum (for *esem ; 
infl. by sumus we are), Gr. eimi, Skr. asmi, 


OPers. amiy, Arm. em, Alb. jam :- IE. 
*ésmi. 
3rd pers. sg. OE. is = OFris., OS. ist 


(Du. is); (O)HG., Goth. ist, ON. es (later 
er), Olr. is, W. ys, L. est, Gr. esti, OSI. 
Jesti, Skr. dsti :- IE. *ésti. 

pl. OE. sind, sindon, surviving in ME. till 
c. 1200 = OFris. send, OS. sind, sindan, 
OHG. 3rd pl. sint (G. sind), Goth. 3rd pl. 
sind, OIr. it, OW. int, L. sunt, Gr. eisi (Dor. 
enti), Skr. sdnti :- IE. *sénti. 

pres. subj. OE. sie, pl. sien, later si, sin, 
surviving till c. 1200 = OS., OHG. si, sin 
(Du. zij, zijn, G. sei, seien) = L. siēm, sim, 
sint, Gr. eiën, etc., Skr. sydt :- IE. *s(i)jém, 
*s(i enti. 

B. Germ. *ar- (:—- *or-), of unkn. origin. 
2nd pers. sg. OE. eart, pl. aron, earon are; 
these are old perfect formations. 

C. IE. *bheu- *bhu-. 1st pers. sg. béo, 
earlier bio (:— *biju) = OFris. bim, OS. 
bium, biom (Du. ben), OHG. bim (G. bin), 
corr. to L. fio I become (:— *bhw7j6), rel. 
further to L. fu: I was, futürus FUTURE, Gr. 
phiein bring forth, cause to grow, éphün, 
péphüka l was, phuesthai grow, come into 
being (see pHysic), Lith. butz, OSI. byti 
(Russ. byt’), Olr. buith, W. bod be, Skr. 
bhdvati becomes, is, Pers. büd was, büdan 
be, become, exist, So OE. bist wilt be, art — 
OS., OHG. bis(t) (G. bist), OE. bip will be, 
is, corr. to L. fis becomest, fit becomes; cf. 
W. bydd will be); OE. béop pl. will be, are, 
inf. béon (a new formation on béo). The 
orig. meaning of this base is ‘grow’; the 
derived sense ‘become’ led to its adoption 
as an appropriate el. in the paradigm of the 
verb ‘to be’, esp. for expressing the future; 
for another sense-development see BOWER}, 
BUILD. 

D. IE. *wes- *wés-. OE. inf. wesan — 
OFris. wesa, OS., OHG. wesan (Du. wezen; 
G. wesen, surviving as sb.), ON. vesa, vera, 
Goth. wisan remain, continue, rel. to Skr. 
vdsati dwells, remains. The orig. meaning 
is ‘dwell, remain’, and the use of this base 
is therefore appropriate to the imper. (OE, 
wes, pl. wesap) and the pt. (OE. 1st and 3rd 
sg. wees was, and sg. were wast, pl. w¥ron 
were, in which latter alone it survives). 

Of the three types of the pres. ind. pl. in 
OE., béop, aron, and sind(on), the first con- 
tinued in gen. ME. as beth, ben, and finally 
be (surviving till xvir, as in A.V. the powers 
that be, and in mod. dial.), the second, orig. 
confined to the Anglian area, had become 


BE- 


the standard form by xvi (regularly used by 
Tindale), and the third became obs. soon 
after c. 1200. In the pt. ind. the 2nd pers. 
sg. wére (OE. ware) became obs. in xvi, and 
new forms, wast, twerst, and wert, were 
introduced, the two last esp. for the sub- 
junctive. There was orig. no pp. of the verb 
am, was, be in OE. ; a new formation gebéon, 
on the inf. béon, appears c. 1100, which 
completed the conjugation am-was-been as 
it now stands. 


be- bi prefix, OE. be-, weak var. of b Bv, 
varying in cognate comps. with Di-, e.g. 
began surround, practise, begang and bigeng 
circuit, practice; — OFris, OS. be-, bi 
(Du. be-, bij-), OHG. bi-, bi (G. be-, bei-). 
The main uses, developed from the orig. 
and gen. sense of ‘about’, are: (1) with 
verbs, meaning 'around, all round, on all 
sides’, ‘from side to side, to and fro, in all 
ways’, as in OE. besettan BESET, besmierian 
besmear, bestréowan BESTREW, so bedaub 
(xvi)  besmirch (Sh.); (2) ‘thoroughly, 
soundly, to the full, extremely, excessively', 
as BESEECH (early ME.), after OE. befrignan, 
etc., passing into a mere intensive as in 
BEFALL, BEFIT; (3) ‘off, away’, marking 
deprivation, as in OE. behéafdian BEHEAD; 
so bed#lan bereave, deprive, beceorfan, 
beséeran cut off; (4) ‘about, over’ (lit. and 
fig.) as in OE. begéotan sprinkle, bebenéan 
BETHINK, bewépan bewail; (5) with sbs. and 
adjs. ‘so as to make what is expressed by 
them’, as becalm (xvi), bedim (xvi), befoul 
(xiv); hence, ‘call by the name of’, as be- 
blockhead, berascal; (6) with sbs. used in 
an instr. relation, ‘surround or envelop 
with’, hence (gen.) ‘affect with’, as in befog 
(xvii), bemght (xvi); (7) with ppl. adjs., 
often combining uses 2 and 6 with vague 
meaning or rhetorical force, as in beblubbered 
(xvi), bedabbled (Sh.), bemused (Pope), and 
so, with derogatory implication, in such adjs. 
as becloaked, beribboned, beturbaned. 


beach bitf (dial.) shingle, pebbles of the 
seashore; seashore. xvi. Early forms also 
bache, bayche, baich. The first sense re- 
mained in the local usage of Sussex and 
Kent; it is difficult to determine the date 
of the emergence of the present sense (see, 
e.g., Sh. ‘Merch. V.’ tv i 71, ‘Lear’ Iv vi 17, 
‘Cor.’ v iii 58; cf. the development of F. 
grève); perh. identical with OE. bæće, bece 
brook, stream (cf. BECK!) with transf. 
meaning ‘(pebbly) river valley’, a word 
surviving in many place-names, as Bache, 
Betchton, Colebatch, Sandbach, Wisbech. 
Hence bea:ch-co:mber U.S. (1) ocean- 
roller; (2) settler on a Pacific island xix; 
comber breaker (f. coMB vb. in the sense 
‘roll over as a wave, break with foam’). 


Beach-la-mar bitf la maz jargon English 
used in the Western Pacific. xx (also biche-). 
Alteration of Pg. bicho do mar BECHE-DE-MER. 


beacon bi-kn fsign, standard OE.; signal- 
fire; lighthouse. xiv. OE. béacn sign, 


BEAM 


portent, ensign = OFris. bécen, bdcen (hence 
MLG. bake, LG. báken, and MDu. báken, 
Du. baak), OS. bókan, OHG. bouhhan (G. 
bake is from LG.):- WGerm. "baukna 
(cf. BECKON), of unkn. origin. 


bead bid prayer; (pl) prayers xit1; rosary 
(tpair of beads); ornamental perforated 
object xiv. ME. bede, pl. bedes, partly 
aphetic of ibede (OE. gebed prayer, pl. 
gebedu), partly generalized from OE. bedhiis 
house of prayer (whence W. bettzs church); 
rel. sbs. are OF ris. bede, OS. beda (Du. bede), 
gibed, OHG. beta, gibet (G. gebet}, Goth. 
bida; f. CGerm. *beð- B1D. Hence beads- 
man, bedesman bi-dzmon one who offers 
prayers for another's welfare. xii (AncrR.). 
ME. beode-, bed(e)man, f. BEAD, repl. by 
beadsman (prob. after almsman) in xvr. 


beadle bidl Therald, crier; Tmessenger; 
apparitor, parish constable, etc. xt (Cursor 
M.). — OF. bedel (mod. bedeau) = Pr. bedel, 
It. bidello:- Rom. *bidellu-s, of Germ. 
origin. The adopted F. word ousted the 
native OE. bydel, ME. büdel, bidel -- MDu. 
*bödel (Du. beul), OHG. butil (G. biittel) s- 
Germ. *budilaz, f. *bud-, base of *beudan, 
OE. bodan (see BID). 


beagle bi-gl small hound having a loud 

musical bark. xv. perh.- OF. beegueule 
noisy person, prob. f. beer open wide (cf. 
BAY?)--gueule throat (cf. cures). F. bigle 
(xvi) is from Eng. 


beak bik bird’s bill x11; beak-shaped 
object xv. ME. bec, bek (beck continuing 
till xvin; the form with lengthened vowel 
arose from obl. form beke)=(O)F. bec = 
Pr. bec, Sp. bico, It. becco :- L. beccu-s 
(Suetonius), of Celtic origin (but the mod. 
Celtic words are from Eng. or F.), repl. L. 
rostrum. In the slang sense of ‘magistrate’ 
prob. orig. thieves’ cant (cf. harman beck 
constable xvi). 


beaker brkor open goblet xIv; open- 
mouthed glass vessel xix. — ON. bikarr = 
OS. bikeri, (M)Du. béker, OHG. behhari, 
behhar (G. becher) = pop. L. *bicárium 
(whence It. bicchiere), perh. f. Gr. bikos 
drinking-bowl (cf. medGr. bikion); see 
PITCHER, The orig. ME. biker (repr. by Sc. 
bicker bowl, cup) was superseded by béker, 
perh. by assoc. with MDu. 


beak iron (XVII) see BICKERN. 


beam bim fttree (cf. hornbeam, quick- 
beam, whitebeam); plank; ray of light. 
OE. béam = OF ris. bam, OS. bam, boom, 
(M)Du. boom (see B00M?), OHG. boum 
(G. baum) :- WGerm. *bauma; rel. ob- 
scurely to Goth. bagms, ON. baümr tree. 
The WGerm. forms have been referred to 
IE. *bhou- *bheu- *bhu- grow (see BE), but 
the uncertainty whether the orig. sense was 
‘wooden stem or block’ or ‘growing tree’ 
makes the ult. origin doubtful. The sense 
‘beam of light’ is found in OE. byrnende 
beam, fyren béam pillar of fire (tr. Vulg. 
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columna lucis), léohtbéamed having bright 
rays, sunnebéam sunbeam; for the sense 
development cf. L. radius RAY!, SHAFT. 


bean bin (seed of) leguminous plants Faba 
(OE.) and Phaseolus (xv1). OE. béan = 
MDu. béne (Du. boon), OHG. bona (G. 
bohne), ON. baun :- CGerm. (exc. Goth.) 
*baunó; connexion with L. faba bean, OSI. 
bobü, OPruss. babo, is phonetically improb- 
able. Hence bea-nrzasr xix, whence beano 
brnou orig. printers! colloq.; see -o. 


bear! beor quadruped of the genus Ursus. 
OE. bera — MDu. bere (Du. beer), OHG. 
bero (G. bdr) + WGerm. *bero; rel. to 
ON. bjgrn :- *bernuz; possibly sb. use of 
an IE. *bheros brown (Lith. béras, Lett. 
bérs) (in stock exchange sl. correl. to BULL). 
q The earliest IE. name of the bear, *rksos 
(Skr. rkšas, L. ursus, Gr. árktos, W. arth) is 
not repr. in Germ. or Slav. Hence bea'r- 
lea:der tutor accompanying a young man 
on travel xviii; after G. bdrenfiihrer, -treiber. 


bear? beor A. carry; B. bring forth. OE. 
beran (pt. bær, bæron, pp. boren) = OFris. 
only pp. beren, boren, OS., OHG. beran (in 
modG. only gebären bring forth, OHG. 
gaberan = OE. geberan, OS. giberan, Goth. 
gabairan), ON. bera, Goth. bairan, £. Germ. 
*bey- :— TE. *bher-, as in Skr. bháratz, Arm. 
berem, Gr. phérein, L. ferre (cf. -FEROUS, 
FERTILE), Olr. berim, W. cymryd (:- 
*kom|bhrt-) take, OSI. birati (Russ. brat’ 
take, seize). Since both main groups of 
meaning are repr. in the IE. langs. it is not 
certain which was prior. The mod. pt. bore 
dates from c. 1400, but did not gen. super- 
sede bare (OE. bær) till after 1600; for the 
pp. see BORN, BORNE. 


beard bioid hair on the face. OE. beard = 
OFris. berd, MDu. baert (Du. baard), OHG., 
G. bart :- WGerm. *barüa, rel. to OSI. 
brada beard (Russ. borodd), Lith. barzdà, 
OPruss. bordus, and L. barba (1- *bhardha). 

beast bist animal; domesticated animal of 
the cattle kind; brute, savage. xr. = OF. 
beste (mod. béte) :- pop. L. besta, for L. 
béstia, referred by some to a base *dhewes- 
breathe (cf. the basic sense of ANIMAL), 
which is widespread in Slav., and hence rel. 
to Goth. dius, OE. déor DEER. Beast dis- 
placed deer and was itself displaced by 
animal, in the gen. sense, but is retained in 
dial. and techn. use, in special phr., as ‘man 
and beast’, ‘wild beast’, and fig. Hence 
bea:stly xit1; see -LY!. 

beat! bit strike repeatedly. OE. béatan 
(pt. béot, pp. beaten) — OHG. bozan (cf. 
anabóz, mod. amboss ANVIL), ON. bauta :- 
Germ. *bautan, the base of which may be 
rel. to *fu- of L. confutdre strike down, 
CONFUTE. The OE. pt. béot, orig. a redupl. 
form, was repl. first by bét(t) and later by 
beated, which gave place to beat; the pp. 
beaten survives, by the side of a new forma- 
tion beat (now chiefly dial. or vulgar, and 
in dead-beat), which superseded béz(t), Cf. 


BECAUSE 


BEETLE! Hence beat sb. action of beating 
XVII; course traversed by a watchman, 
policeman, etc. XVIII. 


beat? bit strive against a contrary wind or 
current at sea. XVII. perh. a use of BEAT! ; 
but poss. repr. an earlier *ba:t - ON. beita 
sail, cruise (see BAIT), unless it may be 
referred to nearly synon. rare OE. bzatan, 
with noun of action b#ting (Alfred’s tr. of 
Boethius xli § 3); but, in either case, the late 
appearance of the word is a difficulty. 


beatific biati-fik making blessed or happy. 
xvii (earlier -ical). -—F. béatifique or L. 
beátificus, f. beádtus blessed, pp. of bedre 
make happy, f. the same base as bellus; see 
BEAUTY, -FIC. So beatiry biz'tifai make 
or pronounce blessed. xvi. ~ (O)F. béatifier 
or late L. bedtificdre. beatiruDE biz:titjüd 
blessedness. - (O)F. or L. (Cicero). 


beau bou pl. beaux bouz dandy XVII; 
lady’s suitor xvi. F. beau w= L. bellu-s :- 
*dwenolos, dim. of *dwenos, OL. duenos, 
duonos, L. bonus good. Cf. BELLE. 


beau ideal bou aidi:3l Tthe ideally beauti- 
ful; perfect type of beauty. xix. F.; beau 
sb., idéal adj. ; see BEAU, IDEAL; often appre- 
hended as meaning ‘beautiful ideal. 


Beaujolais bow3olei || bozole light red 
burgundy. xix. F., name of an ancient 
district of France. 


beaumontague boumonterg composition 
for filling cracks, etc. xiX. Said to be 
named from Élie de Beaumont (1798-1874), 
French geologist. 


Beaune boun red burgundy. xix. F., 
name of a town in Cóte d'Or, France. 


beauty  bjü:ti perfection affording great 
pleasure to the senses or other faculties. 
xiir. ME. bealte, beute, beaute = AN. beute, 
OF. bealte, beaute (mod. beauté) = Pr. 
beltat, beutat, Sp. beldad, It. beltà :- Rom. 
*bellitátem, f. L. bellus; see BEAU, -TY. 
Hence beau-tirur! xv, beaurtirv xvi. 


beaver! bi-va: large amphibious rodent. 
OE. beofor, befor = (M)LG., (M)Du. bever, 
OHG. bibar (G. biber), ON. bjórr :- CGerm. 
(not in Goth.) *bebruz :- IE. *bhebhriis, 
*bhibrus (whence also Skr. babhriis brown, 
great ichneumon, L. fiber, OSI. bebri, Lith. 
bebrùs, Czech bobr), redupl. deriv. of *bhru- 
brown (see BEAR}, BROWN). Q CIE. animal- 
name, like cow, ewe, hound, mouse, wolf. 
Hence (after velveteen) bea-verteen cotton 
twilled cloth with the pile left uncut xix; 
cf. WFlem. bevertein. 

beaver? bi-vazr movable face-guard of a 
helmet. xv (baviere, bavoure)  - OF. 
baviere (whence Sp. babera, Pg. baveira, It. 
baviera), f. baver slaver, f. Rom. “baba 
(OF. beve) slaver. The form with ea, re- 
corded xvi, is difficult to account for. 


because biko:z, -k5:z for the reason that; 
on account of. xiv. ME. bi cause, i.e. bt BY, 
CAUSF, after OF. par cause de by reason of. 
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beccafico  bekofi-kou small 
warbler. xvir. It., f. beccare peck+ fico FIG; 
forms corr. to Pr. beccofigo, F. becfigue have 
also been used. 


bechamel ber[omel white cream sauce. 
XVIII. = F. béchamel, f. name of the Marquis 
de Béchamel, steward of Louis XIV. 


béche-de-mer beifdamea-1 sea-slug, tre- 

pang. XIX. quasi-F, of Eng. origin, for 
biche de mer — Pg. bicho do mar ‘worm of 
the sea' (bicho :—- late L. béstulus, dim. of 
L. béstia BEAST; mar :— L. mare sea). 


beck! bek (arch. and dial.) brook. xiv (in 

place-names x1). - ON. bekkr :- *bakkiz, 
rel. to *bakiz, whence OE. beée, OS. beki 
(Du. beek), OHG. bah (G. bach); referred 
to IE. *bheg- *bhog- run, whence Lith. 
bégti, OSI. béZati flee (Russ. begat’), Gr. 
phébesthai flee, bhóbos flight, fear. 


beck? bek (arch. exc. in phr. at one's beck 
and call) significant gesture, as a nod; 
(chiefly north.) obeisance, curtsy. XIV. 
f. (dial.) beck vb. (xiv), shortening of ME. 
bekene BECKON, the -(e)n- of the stem being 
taken for the inf. ending (cf. open, ope). 


becket be:kit (naut.) loop or rope with a 
knot at one end and an eye at the other. 
xvi. Of unkn. origin. 


beckon be:kn make a mute signal (to). 
OE. bécnan, *biecnan == OS. béknian, OHG. 
bouhnen :— WQGerm. *bauknian, £. *baukna 
BEACON. 


become bika‘m ‘come, arrive; come to 
be; befit. OE. becuman = OFris. bikuma, 
MLG., (M)Du. bekomen, OHG. biqueman 
(G. bekommen) obtain, receive, Goth. 
biquiman come upon suddenly (éjíoraoÓa, 
1 Thess. v 3); f. *bi- BE-- *kweman COME. 
For the sense development cf. OE. gecwéme 
fitting, pleasant, MDu. begudme (Du. 
bekwaam}, OHG. biqudmi (G. bequem) 
suitable, Goth. gagimipb it is fitting; F. 
devenir turn out to be, become (L. dévenire 
arrive); F. convenir, L. convenire (see CON- 
VENIENT), Gr. proshékein be fitting (prds to, 
hékein come). 

bed bed OE. bed(d) = OF ris. bed(d), OS. 
bed, beddi, MDu. bedde (Du. bed), OHG. 
betti (G. bett), Goth. badi :- CGerm. (exc. 
ON.) *badjam, rel. to *badjaz, whence ON. 
bedr bolster, bedding. The ult. origin and 
primary sense are uncertain; the Germ. 
base has been referred to IE. *bhodh-, as in 
L. fodere dig, fossa grave, ditch; but un- 
certainty as to the prioritv of the chief 
Germ. senses, ‘sleeping-place’ and ‘growing- 
place for plants’, invalidates conjecture; 
for the sense ‘bolster’ of ON. bedr cf. 
Finnish patja cushion, bolster, a very early 
adoption from Germ. Hence be:dspread. 
c. 1845. orig. U.S. — Du. beddesprei (in LG. 
bedspreed, EFris. beddspreet). 


bedad bide:d Anglo-Ir. int. xvin (Swift). 
For by dad, substituted for by Gad (see 
BEGAD), after earlier tadad (XVII-XVIII). 


BEECH 


migratory | bedeguar be-digé: moss-like growth in 


rose-bushes. xvl. -F. bédegar - Arab., 
Pers. bádàwar(d) lit. *wind-brought', later 
interpreted as Pers. bàd wind, breath + 
Arab. ward rose. 


bedel(l) bide old forms of BEADLE re- 
tained in the universities of Oxford and 
Cambridge. xvi. 


bedesman see beadsman s.v. BEAD. 


bedevil bide-vl treat diabolically; play 
the devil with. xvirr. f. BE- 5, 64- DEVIL. 


bedew bidjü: cover with dew. xiv (Ch., 
Trevisa). f. BE- 6 --bEW ; cf. MHG. betouwen, 
MLG. bedauwen. 


bedight bidai‘t (poet.) array, deck. xiv. 
f. BE- 2 -+DIGHT. 


bedim bidim make dim. xvi. f. BE- 5+ 
DIM. 


bedizen bidaizn, (U.S.} bidi'zn dress up. 
XVII. f. BE- 2 +DIZEN. ‘A low word’ (J.). 


Bedlam, bediam  be:dlóm Hospital of 
St. Mary of Bethlehem, orig. for the enter- 
tainment of the bishop and canons of the 
church of St. Mary at Bethlehem; (later) 
hospital, esp. for lunatics; tinmate of this 
XV; lunatic asylum (gen.); scene of uproar 
xvii. (Early forms of the town name are 
OE. Betleem, ME. Beth(e)leem, Bedlem.) 


Bedlington be-dlintan Name of a town in 
Northumberland applied to a breed of 
short-haired terrier. XIX, 


Bedouin be:duin Arab of the desert. xiv 
(Bedoyn). — OF. beduin (mod. bédouin), ult. 
(through medL.) — Arab. baddwin, badawin, 
pl. of badduiy, badawiy, f. badw desert. 
First adopted in Eur. langs. in the pl. (medL. 
bedewini, etc.), whence new sg. forms were 
made; for the retention of the pl. inflexion 
of Arab. or Heb. cf. assassin, cherubim, 
fellahin, rabbin, seraphim. 


bedridden  be:dridn permanently con- 
fined to bed. xiv. ME. bedreden, extension 
(with -EN*) of bedred(e), later bedrid (xvi), 
repr. OE. bedreda, -rida, -ryda sb. and adj. 
paralysed (man), agent-noun f. bedd BED+ 
*yid-, short base of ridan RIDE; cf. synon. 
LG. bedderéde, -rédig. 


bee bi hymenopterous insect (Apis, Bom- 
bus). OE. béo = OF ris. bé, MLG., MDu. 
bie (Du. 6:7), OHG. bia (G. dial. beie), ON. 
by :- CGerm. (exc. Gothic) *b;om. The n 
of the wk. declension in coalescence with 
the base produced OHG. bini (G. biene) and 
OHG. bīna (G. dial. bein); derivs. with 
other formatives exist in OPruss. bitte, Lith. 
bitis, OSI. bicela, Ir. bech (:— *bhikos), L. 
fücus drone (:— *bhoikos); all plausibly re- 
ferred to a base *bhi- tremble, quiver 
(whence OE. bifian, G. beben), as if ‘the 
quivering insect’. 

beech bit! forest tree of the genus Fagus. 
OE. béée = MLG. boke, bike (wk. fem.) := 
Germ. *bókjón, rel. to *bóko (str. fem.), 
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whence OE. boc (as in béctréow beech-tree, 
bócwudu beech-wood, and surviving with 
shortened vowel in BUCKMAST, BUCKWHEAT 
and the proper name Buckhurst) OHG. 
buohha (G. buche), MDu. boeke (Du. beuk), 
ON. bók ; all cogn. with IE. *bhágos, whence 
Gr. phágós, phégós edible oak, L. fágus 
beech, perh. rel. to Gr. phageín eat, as if 
‘tree with edible fruit’. Cf. BOOK. 


beef bif flesh of the ox. xir. ME. boef, 
beef ~ AN., OF. boef, buef (mod. beuf) = 
Sp. buey, It. bove :- L. bovem, nom. bós ox 
(see cow'). Hence beefeater eater of 
beef; Yeoman of the Guard. xvIII. 


Beelzebub bielzibab the Devil; a devil. 
OE. Belzebub, ME. Beelzebub, Belsabub 
- L. (Vulgate) Beelzebib, rendering (i) Heb. 
ba‘al-2’biib ‘fly-lord’ (2 Kings i 2) and 
n Gr. Beelzeboub of the N.T. (Matt. xii 
24). 

been bin, bin see BE. 


beer bior malt beverage; from xvi the 
proper designation of hopped malt liquor, 
as dist. from ALE. OE. béor — OFris. biàr, 
bier, MLG., MDu. bér, OHG. bior (Du., 
G. bier, a WGerm. word (whence prob. 
ON. bjórr) —- monastic L. biber drink, f. L. 
bibere (see IMBIBE). Until xv rarely found 
exc. in verse (not in PPl. or Ch.); prob. 
reinforced from LG. on the introduction 
of hopped liquor (cf. Beere .. hummuk 
potus, cervisia hummulina, 'Promp. Parv."). 


beeregar bio:rigàr sour beer. xv. f. BEERd- 
eger sour (EAGER), after alegar, vinegar. 


beest bi'ist, bist see BE. 


beestings bi-stinz first milk from a cow 
after calving. OE. *#bēsting (late WS. 
bysting), f. synon, béost = NFris. bjast, 
bjüst, (M)Du. biest, OHG. biost (G. biest, as 
in biestmilch): of unkn. origin. 


beet bit plant having a succulent root, red 

or white. OE. béte = MLG. béte (LG. 
beete, whence G. beete), MDu. bête (Du. 
beet), OHG. bieza (G. dial. biessen); early 
CWGerm. ~ L. béta, perh. of Celtic origin. 
Unrecorded between OE. and late ME., 
when its currency was prob, due to LG. 


beetle! bitl beating implement. OE. 
(Anglian) bétel, (WS.) bietel :- Germ. *bau- 
tilaz, f. *bautan BEAT-- -4l- -LE! ; cf. OHG. 
bozil cudgel (M)LG. bótel, ON. beytill 
penis. 

beetle? bi-tl coleopterous insect. OE. 
bitula, bitela (glossing ‘blatta’, ‘mordiculus’), 
f. *bit-, short base of bitan BITE (cf. early 
ME. bitel biting) ; see -LE!. ME. i is repr. 
by i as in evil, weevil. 


beetle? brtl xiv. First in bytell browet 
(‘Destruction of Troy’), bitelbrowed (PPl.) 
having bushy, shaggy, or prominent eye- 
brows; later (xvi, More) betle browes, beetil 
brow was used of the human brow and the 
brow of a mountain (‘high hills lifted up 
their beetil-browes', Sidney); beteled is 


BEGIN 


somewhat earlier (Hawes). Whence beetle 
vb. overhang threateningly (Sh. ‘Hamlet’ 
I iv 71). Of unkn. origin. 


befall bif5-1 fall (chiefly fig.) OE.; pertain, 
belong xit; fal out, happen xiu. OE. 
befeallan, corr. to OFris. befalla, OS. bifallan 
(Du. bevallen please), OHG. bifallan (G. 
befallen pass. be seized or taken); see BE- 2, 
FALL. i 


befit bifrt be fit for or proper to, become. 
Xv. f. BE- 24-FIT vb. ; replaced earlier besit 
(xv), intensive of synon. sit (XIV). 


before bifoo:r adv., prep. OE.; conj. xit 
(Orm). OE. beforan — OFris. befara, OS. 
biforan, OHG bifora (G. bevor), f. Germ. 
*bi- Bv-- *forana from the front (f. *fora 
FOR). Hence befo-reHAND. xim; cf. AN. 
avant main, OF. avant la main (les mains). 


beg! beg ask as alms or as a favour. XIII. 
ME. begge-n, occurring along with beggare, 
and fem. beggild in AncrR., and in prp. 
beg(g)and in Cursor M.; prob. :- OE. 
bedecian, deriv. (cf. Goth. bidagwa beggar) 
of *bed-, base of B1D ; for the same develop- 
ment of c after d cf. *Badecan tün, Badechi- 
tone, Baginton, *Badecan healh, Badegenhall, 
Bagnall. @ Derivation from OF. begard or 
beguine (see BEGHARD, BEGUINE) has been 
gen. favoured, but it is not confirmed, in 
spite of certain coincidences, e.g. alternation 
of the vbs. begger and beguigner in texts of 
Britton, 1292, of beggild and begenild in 
PPI., the concurrent use by Gower of AN. 
begant begging, beggerie, begyner, and 
beguinage, and the rendering of F. Béguin 
by beggar, begger in the ME. translation of 
the ‘Roman de la Rose’. 


beg? beg. XVII. 
BEGUM. 


begad bige-d. xvi. f. be By-+minced form 
of Gon; cf. tagad (XVIIL), EGAD, GAD?, 


Osmanli beg = BEY; cf. 


beget bige't pt. begot, arch. begat, pp. be- 
gotten Tacquire X11; procreate x1 (La3.). 
First in north. texts (Orm, Cursor M.) with 
g repl. g, 5 of the native forms OE. begietan, 
ME. bigete, corr. to OS. bigetan seize, OHG. 
pigezzan receive = Goth. bigitan find; see 
BE~, GET (XIL in the sense ‘procreate’, after 
ON. geta). 


Beghard be'gărd name of a lay brother- 
hood modelled on the Beguines. xvit. 
- medL. Beghardus, f. OF. Bégard, -art, 
MDu. Beggaert, MHG. Beghart, f. stem of 
Beguina, etc. BEGUINE; see -ARD. 


begin bigin pt. began, pp. begun enter 
EM set oneself to do something. OE. 
beginnan, pt. began, begunnon, pp. begunnen 
— OFris. biginna, büenna, OS., OHG. 
biginnan (Du., G. beginnen), CWGerm. f. 
bi- BE- + *zinnan (of unkn. origin), in comps. 
meaning ‘begin’: OE. aginnan, onginnan 
(much commoner than beginnan), MDu. 
ontghinnen, OHG. inginnan, Goth. duginnan. 
(The arch, gin, sp. also ’gin, is an aphetic 
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deriv. of agin, ongin, begin.) Begun as pt. 
was widespread xvi-xix; Sc. pt. begouth 
prob. arose from assoc. with couth, pt. of 
can, which in Sc. was a var. of gan (aux. of 
pt.) did. 

beglerbeg be':gloibeg governor of a pro- 
vince of the Ottoman empire. xvi. Turk., 
‘bey of beys’ (begler is pl. of BEG?). 


begone? bigəo'n depart! xiv. imper. be 
gone treated as one word, like BEWARE. 


begone? bigəo'n pp. of fbego; see WOE- 
BEGONE. 


begonia bigou'niə genus of mostly tropical 
plants. xvir. modL., named by Charles 
Plumier (d. 1706), French botanist, after 
Michel Begon (d. 1710), French patron of 
botany ; see -1A!. 


beguile bigarl delude, cheat xin; charm 
or wile away XVI (Sh.). f. BE- 2-4- guile; vb., 
f. GUILE sb. ; cf. MDu. begilen, AN. degiler. 


Beguine begin member of a lay sister- 
hood. xv. —(O)F. béguine (MDu., MHG. 
begine), in medL. Beguina, said to be f. 
name of Lambert (le) Bégue (i.e. the Stam- 
merer), a priest of Liége (xir), founder of 
the community; but this is disputed. Cf. 
BEGHARD. 


begum bi:gom Indian lady of high rank. 
XVIII. = Urdu (Pers.) begam-E. Turk. 
bigim princess, fem. of big prince, of which 
the Osmanli form is BEG’. 


behalf bihàá-f. xiv. orig. and mainly in 
phr. with genitive, as on God's, my, etc. 
behalf on the part of or in the name of God, 
etc. On goddes, my, etc. behalve replaced 
earlier ME. on goddes halve, on min halve 
(in late OE. on minre healfe tor my part), 
with which cf. ON. af e-s hdlfu. 


behave bihei:vv conduct oneself. xv. orig. 
refl., lit. hold oneself in a certain respect; 
f. BE- 2-- HAVE (with the early pronunc. of 
the stressed form preserved); cf. MHG. 
Sich behaben maintain oneself, (now) con- 
duct oneself, behave. Hence behaviour, 
U.S. -ior bihervjor deportment, manners 
xv (Caxton); conduct of life xvi. Early 
forms behavour, behaver, later -your, -iour, on 
the anal. of haver, havour, haviour, vars. of 
aver possession (OF. aveir, avoir s= L. habére 
have, used sb.) infl. bv have ; cf, demeanour. 


behead bihe:d remove the head of. OE. 
beheafdian, f. BE- 3 -- héafod HEAD ; cf. MHG. 
behoubeten (G. behaupten). 


behemoth bihi-mop, -oup prob. hippo- 
potamus (Job xl I5). XIV. - Heb. P'hémóth 
(pl. of dignity, ‘great or monstrous beast’) 
of b'hémáh beast, held to be- Egyptian 
f-ehe-mau water-ox. Cf. Russ. begemot 
hippopotamus. 


behest bihe-st tpromise; (arch.) command. 
OE. beh#s-+ parasitic ? :- Germ. *bixaissi-, 
abstr. sb. f. *bzxaitan, f. *bi- BE- 2-- *yaitan 
bid, call (see HIGHT), 


BELCH 


behind  bihaind adv., prep. OE. &7-, 
behindan — OS. bihindan; lit. at a place in 
the rear; f. bi By-+hindan (see HIND*). 
Hence behi-ndhand xvi; after BEFORE- 
HAND. 


behold bihou-ld look upon. OE. bihaldan 
(-healdan) = OF ris. bihalda, OS. bihaldan, 
(Du. behouden), OHG. bihaltan (G. be- 
halten) ; see BE- 2 and HOLD. Eng. alone has 
the sense ‘watch, look’, the cogn. langs. 
having only the applications derived from 
‘hold, occupy, keep’, viz. ‘maintain, retain’, 


beholden bihouldn (arch.) obliged. xıv. 
repr. OE. behealden cautious, assiduous (cf. 
behealdennes observance, regard), pp. of 
behealdan, in the senses ‘guard’, ‘keep’, 
‘observe’ (see prec.). An altered form 
Tbeholding (xv-xvim) is due to suffix- 
substitution (-ING*) to express active 
meaning. 

behoof bihürf (arch.) use, advantage. OE. 
behóf, in phr. to .. behófe for (one's) use or 
needs (cf. behdflic useful, necessary) = 
OF ris. bihdf, (M)Du. behoef, MHG. behuof 
(G. behuf), WGerm. f. *bi- BE--+ *x6f-, 
var. of the base of *yafjan HEAVE. For final 
f instead of v cf. behalf. 


behove bihowv (arch.) tneed OE.; be 
needful or fitting. xu. OE. behdfian = 
OFris. bihédvia, MLG. behdven, (M)Du. 
behoeven; f. prec. 


beige beiz woollen fabric orig. left in its 
natural colours; yellowish-grey. xix. - F. 
beige (OF. bege), of unkn. origin. 


bejan bi-d3an freshman in a Sc. university. 
Xvil. — F. béjaune, for bec jaune 'yellow- 
beak’, i.e. fledgeling. 


beknown binou-:n (dial. exc. as in UN- 
BEKNOWN) known, familiar. xv. pp. of 
tbeknow acknowledge, recognize (XIII), f 
be- BE- 2-++ KNOW. 


belabour bileitbəs flabour at; lay heavy 
blows on. XVI. f. BE- 4+LABOUR vb., which 
it superseded in these senses. 


belated bilei-tid overtaken by lateness of 
the night; that is too late. XVII. f. BE- 5 
+ Tlated (xvi), f. LATE-} -ED. 


belay bilei: A. beset, surround OE. B. 
(naut.) fasten a running rope round a pin, 
etc. xvi. OE. beleégan = OF ris. bilega, Du. 
beleggen, OHG. bileggen (G. belegen) cover, 
surround, invest, survived sporadically in 
ME. bilegge, pt. bileide; from xvi belay 
appears as a new formation; the naut., now 
the only current, sense seems to be modelled 
on Du. beleggen. 


belch beltf void wind noisily from the 
stomach. xv. perh. shortening of OE. 
beléettan, byléettan, *bieléettan (:— *balikat- 
jan), varying with bealéettan, if not repr. 
an OE. *beléan, *bieléan, rel. to bealcan, 
bzlcan ‘eructare’, repr. in ME. by balke, belk-e 
(XIV-XVII and mod. dial.}; there is also a 
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rare ME. bolke (xv). A Germ. base *balk- 
*belk- *bulk- is repr. also by vbs. meaning 
‘bray, bellow, low’, e.g. Fris. balkje, MLG., 
MDu. belken, LG. (whence G.) bélken, Du. 
balken, bulken, MG. bülken. 


belcher  be:ltfar spotted handkerchief. 
XIX. f. name of the pugilist Jim Belcher 
. (1781-1811). 

beldam  be:ldam tgrandmother; old 
woman; hag. xv. f. bel (OF. belle fair, 
fem. of bel BEAU) as in Tbelfather, tbelsire 
grandfather, fbelmoder grandmother- 
DAME; cf. the use of good in tgoodsire, 
Tgooddame, and F. bon-papa, bonne-maman. 


beleaguer  bilrpgor  besiege, invest. XVI. 
= Du. belegeren, f. be- BE- 1-- leger camp, 
LEAGUER. 


belemnite be:lomnait (geol.) fossil cuttle- 
fish. xvii. -— modL. belemmiteés, f. Gr. 
bélemnon dart (see -ITE); so called from the 


pop. notion that the fossils were thunder- 
bolts. 


belfry be-lfri tmovable siege-tower x11; 
bell-tower xv; bell-chamber xvi. ME. 
berfrey ~ OF. berfrei, later belfrei, be(l)frot 
(mod. beffroi)-Frankish *berzfriü- (repr. by 
MDu. bergfret, MHG. bercfrit, berfrit siege- 
tower), prob. f. *berzan protect (OE. beorgan, 
OHG. bergan, G. bergen, etc.)4-*fripuz 
peace, shelter (see FRITH'); the etymol. 
meaning being ‘defensive place of shelter’. 
Dissimilation of r . . r gave medL. belfre- 
dus (cf. PALFREY), OF. belfrei, whence by 
assim. or fall of I, befroi, beffroi ; pop. assoc. 
with BELL? established the Eng. forms with 
bel- (xv). 


belga be-lg4 Belgian monetary unit. xx. 
Use of fem. of L. Belgus Belgian, sc. pecünia 
money or monēta coin. 


Belgravia belgreiviə fashionable district 
of London, south of Knightsbridge. xix 
(Thackeray). f. Belgrave (as in B. Square), 
title of the viscounty of the marquess of 
Westminster; see -IA. 


Belial bi:iol spirit of evil personified; 
the Devil. xi. = Heb. P'Eya'al worthless- 
ness, destruction, f. b'li not, without + ya'al 
use, profit. 


belie bilai? tell lies about; be false to. 
OE. beléogan = OF ris. biliuga, OHG. bi- 
liugan; see BE- 1, LIE’, 


believe bili-v have faith (in). Late OE. belj- 
fan, beléfan, replacing, by prefix-substi- 
tution, earlier geléfan, (WS. geliefan) — 
OFris. geléva, OS. gilobian (Du. gelooven), 
OHQG. gilouben (G. glauben), Goth. galaubjan 
t- CGerm. (exc. ON.) *zalaubjan hold dear, 
cherish, trust in, f. *za- v---*laub- dear, 
lief. So belie-f. xit (bileafe), replacing OE. 
geléafa; the loss of the final syll. resulted in 
unvoicing of the final cons. 


belike bilai-k (arch.) probably. xvi. orig. 
by like (varying with of like, i.e. BY, LIKE 


BELLY 


adj. used as sb. ‘probability, likelihood’, 
prob. after the earlier by or of liklyhode xv. 


belittle bilittl make small; disparage. 
XVIII (orig. Amer.). f. BE- 5-+LITTLE. 


bell! bel hollow cup-shaped metal body 
producing a resonant musical sound when 
struck. OE. belle (also in belhring bell- 
ringing, belhis bell-chamber) = MLG., 
MDu. belle (Du. bel); a word of the LG. 
area (Icel. bjalla is- OE.); perh. rel. to 
BELL?, Hence bell vb. put a bell on. xvii. 


bell? bel (techn.) bellow, roar. OE. bellan, 
corr. to OHG. bellan (G. bellen) bark, bray; 
cf. ON. belja and BELLOW. 


belladonna belədoəo'nə deadly nightshade 
XVI; drug prepared from this xviir. modL. 
— It. bella donna lit. ‘fair lady’; said to be so 
named because in Italy a face cosmetic was 
made from it. 


bellarmine be'lārmin large drinking-jug 
with capacious belly and narrow neck, orig. 
designed by the Protestants of Holland in 
ridicule of their opponent Cardinal Bellar- 
mine (Roberto Francesco Romolo Bellar- 
mino 1542-1621). XVII. 


belle bel handsome woman. 
fem. of bel, BEAU. 


belles-lettres bel lestr polite literature. 
xvi. FE. lit. ‘fine letters or literature’, 
parallel to beaux arts fine arts; see BELLE, 
LETTER. Hence belle-trist (cf. G. belletrist 
XVII), belletri-stic(AL) XIx. 


bellicose belikous warlike. xv. -L. 
bellicosus, f. bellicus warlike, f. bellum 
(:— duellum DUEL); see -OSE. 


belligerent bili-dgaroent waging war. XVI. 
Earlier belligerant — L. belligerant-, prp. stem 
of belligerdre, f. belliger waging war, f. 
bellum war-+--ger (see GERENT). 


Bellona belou:no Roman goddess of war, 
personification of war or warlike spirit. 
XVI. L., f. bellum war. 


bellow be:‘lou roar as a bull. xiv. ME. 
belwe, of uncertain origin; possibly OE. 
(Anglian) *belgan, (WS.) *bielgan (:- 
*balzjan), late bylgan (but this form may be 
s~ *bulgjan), rel. to OE. bellan BELL. 


bellows be‘louz instrument used to blow 
a fire. ME. belwes, belows, pl. of belu, below, 
prob. repr. OE. pl. belga, belgum, of bel(i)g, 
bel(i)g BELLY, which in late OE, occurs as 
abbrev. of earlier bl#stbel(t)g ‘blowing-bag’ 
= ON. blástrbelgr; see BLAST, BELLY and 
cf. Sw. blásbálg, Da. blæsebælg, G. blasebalg. 
ME. belies, later bellies, Sc. bell(e)is, retained 
the meaning ‘bellows’ till xvr. The tradi- 
tional pronunc. is (dial) be-lis (cf. bardis, 
repr. ME. bodies); the present standard 
pronunc. is based on the spelling. 


belly beli A. tbag, pod; fbellows OE.; 
tbody xii ; abdomen, paunch, stomach xIv. 
OE. belig, var. of bzel()ge, WS. biel())g, 
byl(i)g = MDu. balch, OHG, balg, ÒN 


xvi. F., 
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belgr, Goth. balgs :- CGerm. *balgiz bag, 
sack, f. *balz- *belz- be inflated, swell (cf. 
BILLOW); the same word as that of which 
the pl. appears as BELLOWS. 


belong bilo: be appropriate fo or con- 
nected (with). xiv. prob. intensive (see 
BE-), f. ME. longen (OE. langian ; see LoNG); 
cf. (M)Du. belangen concern, be of impor- 
tance (to). Hence belo:-ngings connecting 
circumstances, relations xvi (Sh.); pos- 
sessions, effects XIX ; see -ING!. 


beloved bila:vid, -la:vd much loved. xiv. 
First with qualifying adv. well, best; pp. of 
(arch.) belove (xit1), f. BE- 24- LOVE*. 
G. beliebt favourite, f. belieben be pleased 
with, like. 


below bilou: beneath, low or lower down. 
XIV (bilooghe; rare before xvi). f. be,:BY-+ 
LOW?, on the model of alow, Ton lau, and 
BENEATH. 


belt belt girdle. OE. belt, corr. to OHG. 

balz, ON. belti (Sw. bálte, Da. bzlte) :- 
Germ. *baltjaz, *baltjon - L. balteus, -um, 
of Etruscan origin acc. to Varro. 


Beltane  be'dlton (Sc) May-day. xv. 
— Gael. bealltainn (— Olzr. belltaine, Manx 
boaltinn, boaldyn), Celtic name of the First 
of May, on which the heathen Irish lit 
fires and drove cattle through them; re- 
ferred to OCeltic *belóte( p)uià ‘bright fire’. 


beluga bilü-go great sturgeon ; white whale. 

xvni (in xvii bieluga; in xvi bellougina; 
Hakluyt). — Russ. beluga in the former 
sense, and belukha in the latter, f. belyi 
white 4- -uga, -ukha, augm. suffixes. 


belvedere belvidio:1 turret on a building 
commanding a view. XVI. — (partly through 
F. belvédère) It. belvedere lit. ‘fair sight’, f. 
bel, bello beautiful+ vedere (sb. use of inf.) 
sight; see BEAU, WIT?. The F. etymol. equiv. 
belvoir bi-var is current in England as a 
proper name (surnames Beevor, Bever). 


bema  bimo raised platform; chancel. 
xvi. ~ Gr. béma step, pace, f. *ba- go, 
walk (cf. BASIS). 


bemean bimin lower in dignity. XVI. 
f. BE- 5-+MEAN’, prob. after demean. 


bemoan bimou'n moan or lament for. 
xvi. repl. ME. bemene, OE. bem#nan; see 
BE- 4, MOAN. 


bemuse bimjū'z stupefy. 
f. BE- 2+ MUSE?. 


ben! ben within xiv; inner; inner room 
xviir. Sc. and north. Eng. var. (unexpl.) of 
ME. bin, binne:- OE. binnan (— OFrTis. 
binna, (M)LG., (M)Du., (M)G. binnen), 
f. be Bv --innan within; see IN and cf. BUT. 


ben? ben winged seed of the horse-radish 
tree. xv. — dial. var. bén of Arab. ddn. 


ben® ben mountain peak (as in Ben Nevis, 
etc.). xvn. - Gael. beann = Olr. benn (Ir. 


xvi (Pope). 


beann), W. ban prominence, peak, height, 
Gaul. canto|bennicus white peak. 


bench bentf long seat; justice's seat (XIII, 
RGlouc.). OE. bené = OF ris. benk, OS. 
banc, OHG. banch (Du., G. bank), ON. 
*benkr (Icel. bekkr) :— CGerm. (exc. Goth.) 
*bagkiz; cf. BANK'. Hence be:ncher one 
who sits on a bench, esp. officially xv ; senior 
member of the Inns of Court xvi; see -ER!. 


bend! bend fribbon, band OE.; (her.) 

ordinary formed by two parallel lines xv. 
OE. bend :- Germ *bandjé, f. *band- *bend- 
BIND; later coinciding with bende = OF. 
bende (mod. bande) BAND?. 


bend? bend bow, curve. OE. bendan 
(also, bind, fetter) = MHG. benden, ON. 
benda :— Germ. *bandjan, f. *band- BAND}. 


bene bin (arch.) prayer. OE. bén — ON. 
ban :- *bóniz; see BOON!. 


beneath bini-p adv. in a low or lower 
position; prep. under, underneath. OE. 
binipan, bineoban (— OFris. binetha), f. bi 
BY--niban, neopan below, down, orig. from 
below, in fuller form neobane, -one = OS. 
nithana, MLG. neddene, MDnu. neden(e), 
Du. be|neden, nieden, ON. ne2an; f. Germ. 
*niþ- (as in NETHER); for the formation cf. 
BEN}, BUT, and HENCE, etc. 


benedicite benidai‘siti fint. bless us! 
bless you! xit (La5.); sb. blessing at meat; 
tblessing, deliverance xi ; (gen.) invocation 
of a blessing; the canticle beginning ‘Bene- 
dicite omnia opera Domini Domino’, ‘O 
all ye works of the Lord, bless ye the Lord’, 
the Song of the Three Children, Dan. iii 
57-90 XVII. 2nd pl. imper. of L. benedicere 
wish well to, bless, f. bene well+dicere say 
(cf. DICTION). In ME. abbrev. to benste. 


benedick be‘nidik newly married man. 
Name of a character in Sh. ‘Much Ado 
about Nothing’ (see esp. Vv iv roo). Also 
erron. Benedict (Scott). 


Benedictine benidi:ktin (monk or nun) 
of the order of St. Benedict, founded by 
him c. 529. xvil. = F. bénédictin or modL. 
benedictinus, f. Benedictus; see -INE1, So 
benedi-ctine liqueur made by these monks. 
XIX. — F. bénédictine (sc. liqueur), fem. of 
above adj. 


benediction benidi-kfan blessing. xv. 
—(O)F. bénédiction - L. benedictid(n-), f. 
benedict-, benedicere bless, f. bene well4- 
dicere speak; see DICTION and cf. BENISON. 


Benedictus benidiktos. xvi. First word, 
L. benedictus blessed (see prec.) used as 
the title, of (i) the canticle of Zacharias 
(Luke i 68) beginning ‘Benedictus Dominus 
Deus Israel’, (ii) ‘Benedictus qui venit in 
nomine Domini’ (Matt. xxi 9, etc.) in the 
Mass, used as the title of either of these and 
of the settings to which they are sung. 


bene esse bi-ni esi state of well-being. 
XVI. L. phr., ‘well to be’, used sb.; bene 
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well, f. *dwenos, L. bonus good ; esse, f. *es- 
(see BE). 


benefaction benife'kfon doing good; en- 
dowment. xvir. — late L. benefactió(n-), f. 
benefact-, beneficere; see BENEFICE, BENEFIT, 
-TION. So benefacronR be'nifektor. xv. 
= late L. 


benefice be'nifis tkindness, favour, bene- 
fit; ecclesiastical living. xiv. — OF. benefice 
(mod. bénéfice profit, perquisite) — L. bene- 
ficium favour, support, (military) pro- 
motion, f. (after beneficus BENEFICENT) bene 
well (rel. to bonus good; cf. BOON*)+fic-, 
var. of stem of facere do, make; see FACT 
and cf. OFFICE. So beneficra benifi: fol. xv. 
— F. or late L. benefi-cianv holding (holder 
of) a benefice xvi. — L.; cf. F. bénéficiaire. 
From the L. stem benefic- are also bene- 
ficENCE bine:fisons xvi, bene-ficENT xvi. 
- F. - L. beneficentia, *-ficent-. 


benefit be-nifit Tgood or kind deed xiv; 
advantage xv. Late ME. benfe(e)t- AN. 
benfet, OF. bienfet, -fait :-L. benefactum 
good deed, kind service, f. bene facere do 
well; assim. of the first syll. to L. bene- 
appears xv, and the change of -fett -fit XVI. 
Hence benefit vb. xvr. 


benevolence bine'vələns disposition to do 

good xrv (Ch.); enforced gift of money xv. 
— OF. benivolence - L. benevolentia well- 
wishing, f. benevolent-, -éns, prp. stem of 
bene velle wish well (cf. wrLL). So bene:- 
volENT. xv. ~ OF. benivolent. 


Bengali bengali pert. to Bengal, a pro- 
vince of India; native or language of B. 
XIX. An Eng. formation (also sp. -ee) on 
Bengal (in early Eur. use Bangala, Bemgala, 
Bengala). The native name of the language is 
bangabhdsa language of Banga, i.e. Bengal. 


benight binai-t (pass.) be overtaken by 
the darkness of night. xv. f. BE- 6+ NIGHT. 


benign binain kindly. xiv (R. Mannyng). 
— (O)F. bénigne fem., bénin m. :- L. benigna, 
-us, prob. for benigenus, £. bene well-- -genus 
(see -GENOUS). For the formation cf. 
MALIGN and for the sense-development cf. 
L. gentilis GENTLE, Gr. gennaios, L. generósus 
GENEROUS and KIND’. So benignant 
binrgnont gracious, favourable. xvin. f. 
BENIGN or L. benignus, after malignant. 
Not in dicts. before 1800, though used by 
Burke and Boswell. beni'gniry. xiv (Ch., 
Wyclif). - OF. or L. 


benison  be:nizon, -son (arch.) blessing, 
benediction.  xit1. (Cursor M). ME. 
bene(y)sun — OF. beneigun, beneis(s)on := L. 
benedictionem BENEDICTION. 


benjamin be:nd3omin. xvr. Alteration of 
early var. benjoin of BENZOIN, by assoc. with 
the name Benjamin. 


bent! bent (arch.) grassy plain, field xiv; 
reedy or rush-like grass xv. repr. OE. 
beonet, found as an el. of place-names, e.g. 
Beonetléah (Bentley), perh, ‘meadow of 


stiff grass’; corr. to OS. binet, OHG. binuy 
(G. binse, orig. pl., rush, reed, stout grass 
of marshland) :- WGerm., *binut-, of unkn. 
origin. 

bent? bent Tcurved position; inclination, 
tendency; extent to which a bow may be 
bent (fig. in ‘to the top of my bent’, Sh.). 
XV. prob. f. BEND? on the analogy of pairs 
like descend, descent, extend, extent. 


benthos be:npos (zool.)flora and fauna of 
the sea-bottom. xıx (Haeckel). -= Gr. 
bénthos depth of the sea. 


benumb binam render insensible. xv. 
f. thenombe, tbhenomme, earlier tbenomen, 
pp. of Tbenim, OE. beniman take away 
(— OFTis. benima), f. be- BE- 3-- niman take; 
See NIM, NUMB. 


benzene benzin (chem.) the hydrocarbon 
C4H,. f. BENZOIC acid, whence it is derived ; 
earlier benzine (now used for a mixture of 
petroleum hydrocarbons), after Mitscher- 
lich (1833), benzene being due to A. W. 
Hofmann. he name was changed by 
Liebig in 1834 to be:nzor, whence be:nzo- 
line (-1NE5), impure benzene, etc. The 
comb. form is benz(o)-. 


benzoin be:nzo"in resin obtained from the 
tree Styrax benzoin xvI; genus of trees 
(Benjamin tree); (chem.) bitter almond oil, 
camphor xix. Early forms also belzoin, 
bengewine, benjoine, etc. — F. benjoin, repr. 
Sp. bengui, Pg. beijoim, It. benzo1, for 
*lobenzot, *lobenjui (lo- being taken for the 
definite article) - Arab. lubán-jàwi 'frank- 
incense of Java'. Forms with z, seemingly 
from It., prevailed in Eng. and in Du., G. 
benzoe. Flence benzo'1c acid C;H40;. xvii. 


bequeath bikwi:d Tutter, declare; assign 
(property), esp. by will. OE. becwepan, f. 
BE- 4--cweban say (see QUOTH); a term 
of the traditional language of wills; orig. 
a str. vb. (becwepan, becwap, becweden), it 
acquired weak inflexions in xv. 


bequest bikwe-st act of bequeathing, 
legacy. xiv (R. Mannyng). ME. bequeste, 
-quyste, f. (after BEQUEATH) BE--+ fquiste 
(Havelok), repr. OE. -cwiss (only in comps.), 
repl. cwide saying, decree, sentence, will, 
testament; OE. -cwiss= Goth. -giss :- Germ. 
*kweptiz, f. *kwep- say (see QUOTH); for the 
parasitic ¢ cf. BEHEST. 


berate birei't rate severely. xvi. f. BE- 4+ 
RATE vb.; appears to have become obs. in 
England, but to have survived in U.S.A. 


Berber b3:1ber. xrx. Ancient Arabic name 
of the aboriginal people to the west and 
south of Egypt; applied to one of the three 
great subdivisions of the Hamitic group of 
languages. 


bereave biri'v despoil, leave destitute, etc. 
OE. beréafian = OF ris. birduia, OS. bircbon 
(Du. beroven), OHG. biroubón (G. berauben), 
Goth. biraubón :- CGerm. (exc. ON.) *bi- 
raubüjan, f. bi- BE- 3-- *raubüjan | REAVE. 
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Pt. and pp. bereft is developed normally 
from OE. beréafode, beréafod; bereaved is 
a new formation. 


beret be':rei round flat peakless cloth cap. 
xix. = F. béret Basque cap~s.w. F. dial. 
berret, Pr. berret (see BIRETTA). 


bergamot! b3:igomot A. the tree Citrus 
Bergamia XVII; aromatic oil derived there- 
from; tsnuff scented therewith xvi; kind 
of mint, Mentha citrata xix. B. kind of 
tapestry XIX. Presumably both uses derive 
from Bergamo, a town of Lombardy, Italy; 
but the early sp. burg-, bourg- in A raises 
doubts. 


bergamot? b3-1gamot kind of pear. xvII. 
— F. bergamotte — It. bergamotta — 'T'urk. beg- 
armüdi, f. beg prince, BEG?-J-armüdi pear 
(cf. synon. G. fiirstenbirne ‘prince’s pear’). 

beriberi beriberi disease marked by 
paralytic weakness prevalent in India. XIX. 
Sinhalese; redupl. of bert weakness. So F. 
béribéri (-berii xvii). 

berlin, berline bd-slin, bozli-n four- 
wheeled carriage. xviir (Swift). — F. berline 
(whence in G.), f. Berlin, name of the capital 
of Prussia; introduced (xvii) by an architect 
of the Elector of Brandenburg. 


berm b3im (fortif.) narrow space between 
rampart and ditch. XVIII. = F. berme - Du. 
berm, prob. rel. to ON. barmr brim. 


berry beri small globular or ovate fruit. 
OE. beri(g)e; cognates are in all the Germ. 
langs., with variation in form and gender, 
viz. OS. beri (in winbert grape), MDu. bére, 
(M)Du. bezie (Du. bes), OHG. beri (G. beere), 
ON. ber (Da. bz), Goth. basi (only in acc. 
pl. weinabasja) f. Germ. *basj-, *bazj-, 
perh. rel. ult. to OE. basu red. 

berserker b35's3ikoir; also be:rserk Norse 
warrior who fougbt with frenzied fury. 
XIX (Scott). — Icel. berserkr, acc. berserk, 
prob. f. bern-, bjorn BEAR! - serkr coat, SARE, 
but otherwise expl. as f. berr BARE, whence 
Eng. baresark (Carlyle, etc.). 


berth b3ip (naut.) convenient sea-room 
(hence fig. phr. give a wide berth to) XVIL; 
situation or office on board ship; appoint- 
ment, job; sleeping-place on board ship 
xviir. Early vars. birth, byrth; prob. f. 
BEAR? -- -TH!, with ref. to the nautical sense 
of the vb. ‘sail in a certain direction’ (cf. 
‘When a ship sailes with a large wind 
towards the land .. we say she beares in 
with the land . .. And when she would not 
come neere the land, but goeth more 
Roome-way than her course, wee say she 
beares off’. Capt. Smith, 1627). 


bertha b3d‘1po, berthe bdip deep falling 
collar. xix. — F. berthe, anglicized as bertha, 
a use of the fem. proper name F. Berthe, 
Eng. Bertha. 


beryl be-ril precious stone. xin. —- (O)F. 
beryl, beril (mod. béryl) :- L. beryllu-s — 
Gr. bérullos, prob. of foreign origin. (The 


BEST 


deriv. Rom. vb. *bérilldre gave F. briller; 
see BRILLIANT.) Q The use of the beryl in 
reliquaries and monstrances led to its use 
by opticians, whence (O)F. berille, bericle, 
modF, besicles, and G. brille spectacles. 


beseech bisitf beg earnestly, supplicate. 
XII. f. BE- 2-- seche, SEEK ; cf. OF ris. beseka, 
pp. -socht. Forms repr. by the type beseek 
were current XIII-XVII (e.g. Sh., First Folio); 
the normal pt. and pp. form is besought 
(ME. bisohte, bisoht), but beseeched has been 


current since XVI. 


beseem bisi*m tseem ; (arch.) suit, befit. XIII. 
f. BE- 2-+SEEM. 


beset biset A. surround, invest, besiege 
OE.; B. tbestow xt. OE. besettan = 
OFris. bisetta, OS. bisettian (Du. bezetten), 
OHQG. bisezzan (G. besetzen), Goth. bisatjan ; 
CGerm. (exc. ON.), f. *bi- BE- 1, 4-+ *satjan 
SET!. 


beshrew bijrü: Tdeprave, corrupt; (arch.) 
curse. XIV. f. BE- 2 -]-SHREW. 


beside, besides bisai-d(z) Tby the side 
(of); outside (of), apart (from); in addition 
(to). xix (La5.). Early ME. biside, bisides, 
repr. OE. be sīdan, i.e. be BY, d. sg. of sīde 
SIDE; for the -es form see -s. Cf. Du. 
bezijden, MHG. besit, besīte(n). 


besiege bisi-d3 lay siege to. x111 (RGlouc.). 
f. (by substitution of prefix BE-) ME. assiege 
(xur) -. OF. asegier (mod. assiéger) — Pr. 
assetjar, Sp. asediar, It. assediare :- Rom. 
*assedicare, f. L. ad AS-+ *sedicum SIEGE. 


besmirch see BE- 2, SMIRCH. xvi (Sh.). 


besom bīizəm broom. OE. besema, besma 
= OFris. besma, OS. besmo (Du. bezem), 
OHG. besamo (G. besen) :- WGerm. "bes- 
mo, of unkn. origin. For the dial. applica- 
tion to women cf. malkin and G. besen 
servant-girl, wench. 


bespeak bispik tspeak or call out OE.; 
speak for, order; speak to, address xv1; tell 
of, indicate xvit. OE. bisprecan = OFris. 
bispreka, OS. besprekan (Du. bespreken), 
OHG. bisprehhan(G. besprechen) ; CWGerm. 
f. *bi- BE- 1 + *sprekan SPEAK, There seems to 
be little historical connexion between the 
Eng. groups of senses, which have prob. 
arisen independently from different uses of 
the prefix. In ordinary colloq. use sur- 
viving only in pp. bespoke (of work com- 
missioned). 
besprent bispre:nt (arch.) sprinkled. xiv. 
pp. of ME. besprenge, OE. besprengan, f. BE- 
1+-sprengan sprinkle :~ Germ. *sprangjan, 
causative of *sprenzan SPRING*. So be- 
sprinkle. xvi (earlier tbesprengil xv). 


Bessemer (steel, iron) be'simər f. name of 
inventor of an iron and steel process, Sir 
Henry Bessemer, in 1856. 


best best most good or well. OE. betest 
inflected betsta, etc., adv. betost, betst = 
OFris., OS. (Du.) best, OHG. begzist-o 
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(G. best), ON. bezt-r, bazt-r, Goth. batist-s 
:- CGerm. "batist-az, superl. of *bat- ; see 
BETTER, -EST. Best man groomsman, and 
best maid bridesmaid, are of Sc. origin 
(xvin). Hence best vb. get the better of 
xix; of dial. origin; cf. worst (xvi). 


bested, bestead biste-d (arch.) situated, 
circumstanced, XIII. ME. bistad, f. bi- BE- 2 
+stad- ON. staddr, pp. of steðja place, 
with later assim. to native sted, STEAD. 


bestial? be'stiəl (chiefly Sc.) cattle. xiv. 
— OF. bestial - late L. béstidlis, used sb. 
(Earlier ME. bestaile - OF. bestaille - medL. 
bestiália, n. pl. of bestiális used as fem. sg.) 
See next. 


bestial? berstial of beasts, like a beast. 
xiV(Gower). - (O)F. bestial—late L. béstidlis, 
. béstia BEAST; see -IAL. Go bestia liy. 
XIV (Ch.). - (OJF. bestialité. 


bestiary  be'stiori treatise about beasts. 
XIX. - medL. bestiürium, f. béstia BEAST; 
see -ARY. Cf. (O)F. bestiaire. 


bestir bist3-1 rouse to activity. xiv. f. 
BE- 2--STIR. (Not continuous with OE. 
bestyrian heap up.) 

bestow bistou: place or stow away; apply. 
xiv. ME. bistowen, f. BE- 2-- OE. stow place 
(seestow). Hence bestow:al xvii! ; see -AL?. 


bestrew bistrū’ strew with. OE. bistrēowian 
(cf. Du. bestroojen, MHG. bestréuwen), f. 
BE- I + STREW., 


bestride  bistrard sit upon with legs 
astride. OE. bistridan ; see BE- 4 and STRIDE, 
and cf. MDu., MLG. bestriden. 


bet bet lay a wager. xvi. The sb. and vb. 
appear in the last decade of xvi, and it is 
uncertain which is prior; perh. aphetic of 
ABET in the sense ‘instigation, support (of 
a cause)’, the vb. being then derived from 
the sb. 


beta bi:to second letter of the Gr. alphabet, 
béta; applied techn. to things of a second 
order or rank. xix. 


betake biterk thand over, commit, com- 

mend xi (La3., RGlouc.); refl. commit 
oneself xv1; refl. resort, go xvit. f. BE- 24- 
TAKE; in ME. functioning as a var. of 
Tbeteach, OE. bet&can (f. be--+ t#éan show, 
TEACH). 


betel bi-tol leaf of the plant Piper betle, 
chewed by Indians with areca nut. XVI. 
~ Pg. betel - Malayalam vettila. 


bête noire beit nwa: object of aversion. 
xix. F. ‘black beast’, fig. insufferable 
person or thing. 


Bethel be-pal hallowed spot (Gen. xxviii 
17) XVIL; Nonconformist chapel xix. - Heb. 
béthél, f. béth house+ él God. 


bethink bipi-nk think about; (refl.) tcollect 
one’s thoughts OE.; reflect, recollect XIII. 
OE. bibenéan = OF ris. bithanka, bithenzia, 
OS. bithenkian, OHG. bidenken (Du, G. 


bedenken), Goth. bipagkjan; CGerm. (exc. 
ON.), f. *bi- BE- 44- *bagkjan THINK. 


betide bitaid happen. xi. f. BE-2-- 
tide(n) (see TIDE). Surviving mainly in 
woe betide.. ! 


betimes bitai-mz at an early time, in good 
time. XIV. f. betime (X111), f. be BY-+TIME; 
see -S. 


betoken bitou:kn signify, be a token of. 
xit. OE. *bitücnian — OFris. bitéknia, Du. 
beteekenen, OHG.  bizeichanón (G. be- 
zeichnen) ; see BE- 2, TOKEN. 


beton be'tən kind of concrete. xix. - F. 
béton, OF. betun = Pr. betun cement :- L. 
bittimen mineral pitch, BITUMEN. 


betony be-toni purple-flowered labiate plant. 
xiv. —(O)F. betoine - popL. *betonia for 
betonica, in Pliny vettónica, said by him to 
be a Gaulish name of a plant discovered by 
a Spanish tribe named Vettones. 


betray bitrer give up treacherously xit; 
reveal involuntarily xvi; show signs of XVII. 
f. BE-2+ttray (xit)- OF. trair (mod. 
trahir) = Pr. trair, It. tradire - L. tradere 
deliver up (see TRADITION, TREASON). Hence 
betray:al xix ; see -AL?. 


betroth bitrou:ó engage with promise to 

marry. XiV. ME. betroupe, betreupe, f. 
BE- 6+troupe, treupbe, TRUTH, later assim. 
to TROTH. Hence betro-tharn xix; after 
espousal, 


better be-tox compar. of good (OE.) and 
of well (xi). OE. betera (m. adj.) — OFris. 
betera, OS. betiro (Du. beter), OHG. beziro 
(G. besser), ON. betri, Goth. batiza := 
CGerm. *batizon, f. *bat-, rel. to OE. bot 
remedy, compensation, BOOT?, bétan im- 
prove, remedy. The OE. compar. adv. was 
bet, which survived till xvi1 = OFris., OS. 
bet (Du. bet-), ON. betr :- Germ. *batiz 
(cf. also OS., OHG. bat, G. bass). Hence 
be-tter vb. xiv. (Not continuous with OE. 
gebeterian, corr. to OFris. beteria, etc.) 
be-tter-MENT. xviii (orig. U.S.). 


Betty be:ti dim. of Bet, abbrev. of Elizabet, 
-beth, applied like many other hypocoristic 
forms to various instruments or implements 
(e.g. burglar’s jemmy xvit). @ The allusion 
in all my eye and Betty Martin is unkn. 


between bitwrn in the space which sepa- 
rates two points; (in wider sense) amid, 
amongst. OE. betwéonum (beside betwéon 
and betwéonan), f. Germ. *bi BY + *twéon :— 
*twiynai (cf. OF ris. twine two each, Goth. 
tweihnai two together, two each), formation 
with n-suffix (cf. L. bini two at a time, and 
TWIN) on *twiy- (whence OE. twéo, OS. 
tweho, OHG. zweho doubt, difference, any 
adv. twih in OE. mid unc twih between us 
two) :- IE. *dweik- *dwik- (repr. by Skr. 
dvikds consisting of two, Russ. dvd;a pair), 
f. *dwà TWO. 
In OE. twéonum occurs in concord with 
a sb, in the dative pl. governed by be, as 
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several times in be sm twéonum “between 
seas’, and once in be werum twéonum among 
men; cf. Goth. mip twethnaim markom 
between two borders. So betwixt bitwi:kst 
ME. bitwixte (La3., later text), OE. betwéohs, 
betwéox, betwux, betwyx, also betwéoxn, corr. 
to OF ris. bitwischa, bituiskum; f. Germ. *b2 
BY-} *twisk-, repr. also by OFris. twiska, 
OS. twisc, OHG. zwiski two each, twofold, 
(MDHG. zwischen adv.-prep. between (short 
for OHG. in and untar zwiskén in the midst 
of two), Du. tzsschen, f. *twa Two-+ *-1sk- 
-ISH!. 


beurré bó: rei mellow variety of pear. 
xvi". F. ‘buttered, buttery’, f. beurre butter 
:— L. bütyrum — Gr. boúturon. 


bevel be-val adj. having two equal acute 
alternate angles xvi; oblique xvir; sb. 
joiner’s tool for setting off angles; obtuse 
angle xvii. — OF. *bevel (whence Sp. 
baivel), F. béveau, biveau, buveau, beauveau 
(xvi) f. OF. baif open-mouthed, f. baer 
(see BAY?); cf. OF. bever give bias to. 


bever bi-var (obs. or dial.) snack between 
meals. XIV. ~ AN. bever, OF. beivre drink- 
ing, drink, sb. use of beivre (mod. bozre) :- 
L. bibere drink (cf. IMBIBE). 


beverage be-verid3 drink. x11 (beverech, 
-ege) ~OF. bevrage, beuvrage (mod. 
breuvage) == Pr. beuratje, Sp. bebrage, It. 
beveraggio :- Rom. *biberáticum, f. L. bibere 
drink ; see prec. and -AGE. 


bevy bevi company of ladies, birds, etc. 
xv. Of unkn. origin. 


bewail biweil wail over. XIII. f. BE- 44- 
WAIL; after svnon. OE. begrétan, besorgian, 
bewépan BEWEEP. 


beware biwrzo: take care. xiii (RGlouc.). 
orig. be war, i.e. BE imper., inf., or pres. 
subj., and war wARE?; used mostly only 
where be (not am, etc.) is the appropriate 
verbal form, but formerly also inflected 
Tbezared, Tbewaring. Cf. BEGONE. 


beweep biwrp (arch.) weep for or over. 
OE. bewépan (= OF ris. biwépa, OS. bi- 
wopian), f. BE- 4--wépan WEEP. 

bewilder biwidldo:r confuse. xvir. f. BE- 
2+ fwilder lose one's way, cause to lose 
one's way, perh. back-formation from 
WILDERNESS. 


bewitch  biwrt| affect by witchcraft or 
magic. XIII. f. BE- 2+ witcH (OE. wiédian). 


bewray birei: (arch.) betray. x11. f. BE- 2-+ 
ME. wreie, OF. wrégan accuse = OFris. 
wreia, OS. wrogian, OHG. ruogen (G. 
rügen), ON. ragja 1- CGerm. *wrozjan (in 
Goth. wrohjan), of unkn. origin. 


bey bei Turkish governor. xvi. -= Osmanli 
bey, mod. pronunc. of BEG?. 


beyond bijond at or to the farther side. 
OE. beg(e)ondan, f. be sy+g(e)ondan from 
the farther side :- Germ. *jandana, f. *jand- 
YOND. 


bezant be'zənt gold coin. xri (be33sannt, 
Orm). - OF. besant, nom. besanz :- 
Byzantius (sc. nummus coin), adj. of Byzan- 
tum, Gr. Büzántion, the modern Istanbul 
(Constantinople), where it was first coined. 
So bezanty be'zonti (her.) charged with 
or formed of bezants. xvii (earlier anglicized 
besauntid ‘Book of St. Albans) - AN. 


besanté ; see -Yx^, 


bezantler bei-zentler second branch of 
a deer’s horn. xvi. AN. *besantouiller, 
f. OF. bes- Bis-+ andoutller ANTLER. 


bezel be:zol sloping edge or side. XVII. 
— OF. *besel (mod. béseau, bizeau; cf. Sp. 
bisel), of unkn. origin. Early synon. forms 
are basil, bazil - F. basile angle of inclina- 
tion in a carpenter’s plane. 


bezique  boazirk card-game. xıx. -F. 
bésigue also bésy, perh. — Pers. bézichi, bazi 


sport, play. 


bezoar bi:zouos, be:zouar fantidote; in- 
testinal calculus (orig. that obtained from 
the wild goat of Persia) supposed to act as 
an antidote. xv. Attested in a great variety 
of forms repr. F. bezahar(d), OF. bezar 
(mod. bézoard), Sp. bezár, modL. beza(h)ar 
— Arab. bezahr, var. of bazahr, bádizahr 
—- Pers. püdezahr, f. pdd protector + zahr 
stone. 


bezonian bizou:nion raw recruit; ruffian. 
XVI. f. It. bisogno need, want, needy recruit 
+-IAN. The It. and F. forms, bi-, besognio, 
besogne, were also in use XVI—XVII. 


bhang, bang ben Indian variety of hemp 
chewed or smoked. xvI. orig. — Pg. bangue, 
afterwards assim. to Pers. bang (whence 
Arab. banj), and Urdu, etc. bháng, bhang, 
bhung :—- Skr. bharigá hemp. 


bheesty bi-sti Indian servant who supplies 
water. XVIII. — (Urdu -) Pers. bihishti, f. 
bihisht paradise. 


bi- bəi repr. L. bi- (earlier dui- — Gr. di-, 
Skr. dvi-) twice, doubly, two-, in L. chiefly 
in adj. formations on sb. stems, as BICEPS, 
bicolor of two colours, biformis of two forms, 
bisulcus two-furrowed, also with pp. ending, 
as bicamerdtus (cf. BICAMERAL), biformdtus 
of two forms; in a few, e.g. BIFID, the 
formation is on a vb.-stem. The prefix 
appears in Eng. first in adoptions from F., 
as bigam XIII (cf. BIGAMOUS), later in adop- 
tions or adaptations of L. words, as biforked 
XVI, BIFURCATE, biformed xvi (L. biformis), 
bifront two-faced xvi (L. bifrons), bipartite 
xv1 (L. bipartitus) ; from xvii the L. analogy 
was widely extended and the prefix used 
with any adj. to express that a quality or 
property is doubled or repeated; in mod. 
scientific terminology forms in -ate, -ated 
are most freq. employed. 

On the model of BIENNIAL, bi-monthly, by- 
yearly (x1x) are used for ‘occurring every 
two months/years’; but in U.S.A. forma- 
tions of this type are used for ‘occurring or 
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BIAS 


appearing twice in a 
pressed by semi-). 

In chem. bi- denotes the presence in a 
compound of twice the amount of acid, etc. 
that is indicated by the simple term. 


bias  baiíos oblique; sb. oblique line, 
inclination; adv. xvi. —(O)F. biais — Pr. 
biais (whence It. biescio), Cat. biax, biaix, 
referred by Diez to late L. bifacem, -fax 
looking two ways, f. L. bi- BiI-+-faciés FACE, 
after Gr. Óvrpóowmos. Hence bi:as vb. xvii. 


bib bib drink, tipple. xiv. poss. —L. 
bibere drink (cf. IMBIBE) ; but perh. indepen- 
dently imit. (cf. the var. beb xv, surviving 
in Yorks dial); preserved in arch. wine- 
bibber (Prov. xxili 30, etc.; wyne bebber, 
Coverdale, who was a Yorks man). Hence 
perh. bib sb. cloth to protect the front of 
a child’s dress xvi; also, front upper part 
of dress or apron xvi1I; whence in phr. best 
band and bib (xvii), best bib and tucker. 


bibelot bi'bəlou small curio. xix. F., 
alteration of earlier bimbelot, OF. beubelot, 
dim. of *belbel, redupl. of bel beautiful (see 
BEAU, BELLE ; cf. bonbon). 


Bible baibl the Holy Scriptures x1 
(Cursor M.). - (O)F. bible — Pr. bibla, Sp. 
biblia, It. bibbia — ecclL. biblia, n. pl. taken 
in Rom. as fem. sg. - Gr. (tà) biblía 'the 
books’. The Gr. sg. biblion, dim. of biblos, 
bublos papyrus, scroll, roll, book (of Sem. 
origin) lost its dim. sense and became the 
ordinary word for ‘book’ before its applica- 
tion (as in LXX) to the Hebrew and Christian 
sacred scriptures. 

biblio- bibliou, biblio repr. Gr. biblio-, 
stem of biblion (see prec.), as in biblio-- 
GRAPHY = F. or modL. (bibliographia hist or 
account of books on a particular subject) 
- Gr. bibliographia writing of books; bib- 
lio-GRAPHER, bi:bliocRra:PHICAL; bi:blio- 
MA'NIA, after F. bibliomanie; bi-bliopHiLe 
(- F.); all used by Dibdin. 


bibulous bi-bjiiles given to much drinking, 
tippling. xvu. f. L. bibulus, f. bibere drink ; 
see IMBIBE, -ULOUS. 





> (otherwise ex- 


bicameral baikæ'mərəl having two legisla- 
tive chambers. xix. f. BI- + L. camera 
CHAMBER + -AL}. 


bice bais Tbrownish-grey xiv; shade of 
blue obtained from smalt xv; pigment 
yielding this xvi. — (O)F. bis dark-grey — 
Pr. bis, It. bigio, of unkn. origin. From the 
F. collocations azur bis dark blue, vert bis 
dark green, erron. transferred in Eng. to 
"blue and green pigments, and the colours 
yielded by them. 


biceps baiseps (anat. muscle of upper 
arm and thigh. xvir. — L. biceps (-cipit-) two- 
headed, f. B1-+-ceps, rel. to caput (capit-) 
HEAD. 

bicker! bi-koz tskirmish x11 (RGlouc.); 


altercation xiv. ME. biker, beker, of unkn. 
origin; the termination suggests a frequent. 


BIDE 


formation (-ER*) on a base *bik- or *bek-, 
perh. that of beak vb. (xur) strike with the 
beak, peck. So bi-cKer vb. xim (bikering, 
RGlouc.). 


bicker? bi-kaz1 Sc. form of BEAKER. XV. 


bickern bi:kozn anvil with two taper ends. 
XVI (bycorne). — F. bigorne — Pr. bigorna (cf. 
Sp. vigornia, It. bicornia), f. L. bicornis two- 
horned, f. bi- BI--++cornu HORN. Altered to 
beak-ivon (xvi) by assim. to BEAK and IRON. 


bicycle bai-sikl two-wheeled velocipede. 
XIX. = F. bicycle, £. B1-4+Gr. kúklos circle, 
wheel, CYCLE. 


bid bid pt. (in D) bade bæd, beid, (in B} 
bid; pp. (in D) bidden, (in B and C) bid. A. 
ask, pray; B. offer; C. announce; D. com- 
mand. 'l'he present forms repr. OE. str. vb. 
biddan, pt. bed, b&don, pp. beden ask, entseat, 
demand = OF ris. bidda, bidia, OS. biddian, 
MDu. bidden, OHG. (G.) bitten, ON. biðja, 
Goth. bidjan:-CGerm. *bidjan, f. base 

*bed-, repr. by OE. gebed, bed!hüs (see BEAD), 

of which the ultimate connexions are unkn. 

The present meanings combine those of 
this vb. with those of OE. béodan, pt. béad, 
budon, pp. boden offer, proclaim, announce, 
command, decree = OFris. biada, OS. 
biodan, (M)Du. bieden, OHG. biotan (G. 
bieten), ON. bjóða, Goth. biudan, repr. IE. 
*bheudh- *bhudh- (whence Gr. petithesthai, 
puthésthai inform oneself, ascertain, and 
many forms in Aryan, Slavonic, and Celtic). 
OE. biddan had already acquired the sense 
‘command’, and the similarity of several of 
the ME. forms of the two vbs. furthered the 
unification of the two words. The sense 
‘announce, proclaim’ is obs. unless it sur- 
vives in the phr. bid the banns. 

Bidding prayer (XVIL), which is now appre- 
hended as meaning ‘prayer in which the 
supplications of the people are asked or 
enjoined’ is a perversion of bidding prayers, 
bidding of the (common) prayers, of which 
earlier forms were bidding of the beads, beads 
bidding (see BEAD), i.e. praying of (the) 
prayers, the shift of meaning being assisted 
D the obsolescence of the sense ‘pray’ of 
bid. 

The origin of the pp. bidden, superseding 
ME. beden, béden, is obscure; it reacted 
upon the pt., producing the var. bid. 


biddy bidi chicken, fowl. xvir (Sh.). 
perh. a use of Biddy, pet-form of Bridget; 
cf. the dial. use of Betty and Molly for the 
hedge-sparrow, and Jenny for the wren. 
See also CHICKABIDDY. 


bide baid remain; wait; wait for OE.; 
endure, suffer xir. OE. bzdan, pt. bad, 
bidon, pp. biden — OS. bidan (MDu. biden), 
OHG. bitan (G. dial. beiten), ON. biða, 
Goth. beidan :- CGerm. *biüan; formally 
identical with Gr. peithd, etc. (see BID), but 
the connexion of sense is not clear; the corr. 
short base is repr. by OE. and|bidian and 
ON. biða wait. 
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bield bild tboldness OE; tconfidence, 
comfort, resource XIII; protector XIV; 
(Sc. and north. Eng.) refuge, shelter xv. 
OE. beldu (WS. bieldu) = OHG. baldi, 
Goth. balbei boldness, confidence :- Germ. 
*balpjon, f. *balbaz BOLD. 


biennial baie'niəl lasting two years; re- 
curring every two years. XVII. f. L. biennis 
of two years, biennium space of two years; 
see BI- and ANNUAL. Q So triennial, quadren- 
nial, quinquennial, sexennial, septenmal, 
octennial, decennial, all of similar date exc. 
quinquennial (xv, Fortescue). 


bier bio: stand for a corpse. OE. ber (WS. 
bær) = OFris. bëre, OS., OHG. bära (G. 
bahre) :- WGerm. *béré (whence (O)F. bière, 
Pr. bera), f. *beran BEAR ; the sp. with ie dates 
from c. 1600. 


biestings var. of BEESTINGS. 


biff bif (sl) sb. and vb. hit. xix. imit. Cf. 
earlier (dial.) beft, beff, baff (xvi). 


biffin bi-fin variety of apple xvii1; baked 
apple xix. Also beefin, dial. pronunc. of 
beefing, f. BEEF, in ref. to the deep-red 
colour of the apple ; for the suffix cf. golding, 
jenneting, sweeting, wilding. 

bifid bai'fid cleft in two xvir. — L. bifidus, 


f. bi- BI- + *fid-, base of findere cleave (see 
FISSILE). 


bifurcate barífa3ikeit fork into two. xvii. 
f. medL. bifurcátus, f. L. bifurcus two- 
forked, f. bi- BI---furca FORK; see -ATE?. 
Hence bifurca'TION. xvi. Cf. earlier 
biforked (xv1). 


big big tstrong, stout x11; advanced in 
pregnancy; of great bulk xvi. The earliest 
exx. are from northerly texts; of unkn. 
origin, possibly Scand. The existence of the 
gen. current sense before xvi is doubtful. 


bigamy bi:gemi marriage during the life- 

time of an existing husband or wife XIII; 
(hist.) marriage of or with a widow or 
widower xvr. -(O)F. bzgamie, f. bigame 
(whence ME. bigam) -late L. bigamus, f. 
L. bi- BI-+Gr. -gamos married. Hence 
bi-gamous XIX, bi'gamısT XVII. 


bigaroon bigorü:n large whiteheart cherry. 
xVII (bigarreau, bigarro, biguar). - F. bi- 
garreau =~ modPr. bigarreu, f. bigarra varie- 
gate. The form in -oon is of Eng. origin. 

biggin! brgin child's cap, nightcap. xvi. 
— F. béguin, f. Béguine BEGUINE. 

biggin? birgin kind of coffee-pot. 
f. name of inventor. 

bight bait bend, angle OE.; as a geogra- 
phical feature xv; loop of a rope xvi1; bay 
xvi. OE. byht :—- *buxtiz ; cf. (M)LG. bucht 
(whence Du. bocht, G. bucht, Sw., Da. bugt) 
:- *buz-, short stem of *beuz-, see BoOW?. 


bigot bi-get Thypocritical or superstitious 
professor of religion xv1; obstinate adherent 
of a creed or opinion XVII. = F. bigot (xv), 
of unkn. origin. Found (xir) as the proper 


XIX. 


BILL 


name of a people of S. France, whence it 
has been referred by some to medL. Vist- 
gothi (the Visigoths of the region were 
Arians); it is used in Wace’s ‘Roman du 
Row’ (xir) as an abusive term by French to 
Normans, and it became a Norman family 
name. The gap between these early refer- 
ences and the much later use of the word 
as a common noun has not been bridged. 
«| A story relating the refusal of Rollo of 
Normandy to kiss the foot of Charles the 
Simple with the Eng. phr. Nese bi god *No, 
by God', and the interpretation of bi god 
by Charles as the name of Rollo's people, 
is not credible. Hence bi:gotep xvii 
(Evelyn) bi:gotRy xvii (Clarendon). 


bigwig bigwig man of note or importance. 
xviir (Southey). f. BIG-++-WIG, with ref. to 
the large wigs worn by men of distinction. 


bijou br3u trinket. xix. F. - Breton bizou 
finger-ring, f. biz (cf. W. bys), finger. 


bike! baik (n. dial.) nest of wasps, etc. XIII 
(Cursor M.). Of unkn. origin; cf. AL. 
bigrus hive, apiary (XII). 

bike? baik. xix. sl. abbrev. of BICYCLE, said 
in 1890 to be in use in Washington, U.S.A. 


bilander  bilonde1, bai- — two-masted 
merchant vessel used for coast and canal 
trafic xvii. = Du. bijlander (Flem. billan- 
der), f. bij BY-}land LAND; adopted in F. as 
bélandre; see -ER!. 


bilberry bilbori fruit of Vaccinium 
Myrtillus. xvi. prob. of Norse origin; cf. 
Da. bellebzr, £. belle bilberry 4-bzr BERRY. 


bilbo bi-lbou sword of fine temper. xvi 
(Greene, Sh.). orig. Bilbo blade, f. Bilboa, 
Eng. form of Bilbao name of a town in Spain, 
famous for its swords. 


bilboes bi-lbouz (pl) iron bar with sliding 
shackles. xvi. Of unkn. origin ; commonly 
referred to Bilbao (see prec.) but without 
evidence. 


bile bail bitter fluid secreted by the liver. 
xvi. —-F. bile- L. bilis - *bislis (cf. W. 
bustl, Corn. bistel, Bret. bestle :—- *bistl-). So 
bilrous birljos. xvi. - F. bilieux -= L. bili- 
Osus, f. bilis. 


bilge bild3 bottom of a ship’s hull xv (1496 
in Sandahl) (in early use Sc.); filth collect- 
ing there XIX (cf. bilge water xviir). prob. 
obscure var. of BULGE, used in the same 
senses. 


bilk bilk spoil an adversary’s score at 
cribbage; defraud; elude. xvir. perh. 
alteration of BALK, with symbolic ‘thinning’ 
of the vowel. 


bill! bil weapon of war (sword or halberd); 
pruning-hook. OE. bil = OS. bil, OHG. 
bill (MHG. bil; but G. bille fem. axe) :- 
WGerm. *bilja, perh. := *bhidliam, f. IE. 
*bhid- cleave (see BITE). 

bill? bil beak. OE. bile, not elsewhere in 
Germ.; perh. f. same base as prec. Hence 
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bill vb.! peck xiir; stroke or caress with 
the bill xvz. 


bill? bil Twritten document; Tlegal state- 
ment of a case; Tlist, catalogue xiv; note 
of charges, account; poster xv; draft of an 
act of parliament xvi. = AN. bille or AL. 
billa (xin), prob. unexpl. alteration of 
medL. bulla BuLL?. Hence bill vb.* enter 
in a bill xiv; announce by bill xvir. 


billabong bilobon (Austral) affluent of 
a river forming a backwater. xix. Native 
name, billa river-+ bong dead. 


billet! bi:lit A. Tshort document xv. B. 
(f. the vb.) military order to provide board 
and lodging xvii; place of such lodging; 
situation, job xix. =- AN. billette or AL. 
billetta, dim. of billa B1LL*. Hence billet 
vb. assign quarters to. XVI. 


billet? bilit thick piece of wood. xv. 
— (O)F. billette and billot, dims. of bille tree- 
trunk, length of round timber — medL. billa, 
billus branch, trunk, prob. of Celtic origin 
(cf. Ir. bile sacred tree, large tree) ; see -ET. 


billet-doux bilídü: love-letter. xvi: (Dry- 
den). F., ‘sweet note’; see BILLET!, DULCET. 


billiards  bi-ljexdz cue-and-ball game 
played on a table. xvi. -= F. billard name 
of the game and the cue, f. bille; see BILLET? 
and -ARD. In Eng. only the name of the 
game, and made pl. like bowls, etc. ; in early 
Sc. (xv1) b1l3eart was applied also to the cue. 
Billingsgate  bi-linzgeit proper name 
(ME. Billingesgate (Ekwall), f. personal 
name) of one of the gates of London and of 
the fish-market there ; hence (xvi1) abusive or 
foul language (such as that used by fishwives). 


billion biljn a million millions. xvi 
(Locke). =F. billion, arbitrarily f. million 
MILLION, by substitution of BI- for the 
initial mi; in later French use and in U.S.A. 
denoting 1,000 millions. Hence billionth 
XVIII; see -TH?. @ So trillion, quadrillion, 
quintillion, sextillion, septillion, octillion, 
nonillion (third power of a million or 1,000 
billions, etc.) ; all xvri. 


billon bilon alloy of gold or silver with 
a baser metal. xvir. —(O)F. billon (orig.) 
ingot, (now) bronze or copper money, f. 
bille (see BILLET"); cf. -OON. 


billow bilou Tswell, surge; great wave. 
xvi. - OON. bylgja billow (Sw. bólja, Da. 
bólge), f. Germ. *bulg- *belz- swell; cf. 
(M)HG. bulge tbillow, leather bag, and 
BELLY. 


billy bili (Sc) fellow, comrade xvi; 
various machines and implements XVII. 
Familiar form of Willy, pet-form of WIL- 
LIAM. Hence billy-goat he-goat XIX; cf. 
nanny-goat. 


billycock bi-likok hard felt hat. xix. 
Said to be f. name of William Coke, nephew 
of Thomas William Coke, Earl of Leices- 
ter (1752-1842), to whose order the first 


BINOCULAR 


hat of the kind was made (still called coke 
in the hat trade). For billy- see prec. 


biltong biton sun-dried meat in strips. 

XIX. Afrikaans, f. Du. bil buttock-+ tong 
tongue, so called from being cut chiefly 
from the buttock and resembling smoked 
tongue. 


bimbashi, -ee bimbā'fi Turkish com- 
mander; English officer under the khedive 
of Egypt. xıx. Turk. ‘head of a thousand’, 
f. bim thousand, bãsh head (cf. BASHAW). 


bimetallism — baime:tolizm unrestricted 
currency of gold and silver. xix. f. bime- 
ta-llic - F. bimétallique, first used in an 
address, 5 Jan. 1869, and in Eng. form at 
Liverpool in 1876; see BI-, METAL, -IC, 
-ISM. 

bin bin Tmanger OE. ; receptacle for corn, 
etc. XIV. OE. bin(n), binne — OBrit. *benna 
(W. ben cart) :- *bhendhna, £. IE. *bhendh- 
weave, BIND (cf. Gr. phdtné, pdthné manger 
<= *bhntnad); or ~ medL. benna (Festus, re- 
cording a Gaul. word), which is the source 
of F. banne, It. dial. benna hamper, Du. ben, 
G. benne body of a cart. Q For other names 
of vessels or conveyances which passed 
from the Celtæ to the Germani, partly 
through the Romans, cf. bushel, car, 
carpenter. 


binary bai'nəri dual, based on the number 
two XVI; combination of two xv. ~ late L. 
bindrius, f. bini two together (cf. B1-); see 
-ARY. 

bind baind make fast with a band, tie up. 
OE. bindan, pt. band, bundon, pp. bunden = 
OF ris. binda, OS. bindan (M)Du. binden, 
OHG. bintan (G. binden), ON. binda, Goth. 
bindan := CGerm. *bindan, f. IE. base 
*bhendh- (Skr. bandh bind, Gr. pezsma 
cable = *bhendhsma). Hence birndgn!. OE. 
bindere; (of books) xvi (the vb. is found in 
this sense XIV); whence bi:ndery book- 
binding establishment xix (orig. U.S.), 
after Du. binderij. 


bindweed baindwiīd 
f. BIND + WEED!. 


bine bain flexible (climbing) stem. XIX. 
Adoption as a literary form of a var. of 
synon. dial. bind (xiv), rel. to BIND. 


binge bini; drinking-bout; also as vb. 
XIX. prob. sl. use of dial. binge vb. soak 
(a wooden vessel). 


bingo bi:ggou (sl) brandy. xix. prob. 
f. b of BRANDY +ST|INGO. 

binnacle bi'nəkl box containing ship's 
compass. XV. Earlier forms bitakle, biticle, 
bittacle (still in Marryat 1839) - Sp. bitdcula, 
bitdcora, or Pg. bitdcola (corr. to Pr. abitacle, 
It. abitacolo, F. habitacle) - L. habitáculum 
habitation, f. habitãre inhabit (cf. HABITA- 
TION); the change from tt to zn may have 
been bridged by such a form as biddtkil 
(XVII). 

binocular 


convolvulus. XVI. 


baino‘kjilez adapted to both 
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BINOMIAL 


BIT 





eyes XVIII; sb. pl. field-glass, opera-glass | Biscayan biskei:on pert. to Biscay (native 


XIX. f. L. bini two together (cf. TwIN)-- 
oculus EYE, after OCULAR. 


binomial bainou-mial (math.) having two 
terms. XVI. f. F. binóme or modL. binómius, 


name Vizcaya), maritime province of N. 
Spain; sometimes equiv. to Basque XVII; 
sb. (after EF, biscaien) musket, first used in 
Biscay, a bullet used in this x1x; see -AN. 


f. L. p1--+Gr. nomos part, portion; see -IAL. | biscuit bi:skit crisp dry bread in thin flat 


bio- bai:ou, baioà comb. form of Gr. bios 
life (cf. QUICK, VITAL, ZOO-), as in bio-- 
GRAPHY. XVII (Dryden). = F. biographie or 
modL. biographia, medGr. biographia; so 
bio-GRAPHER. xvIII (Addison). bio-LoGcy. 
xix. =F. biologie (Lamarck, 1802)-G. 


cakes. xIv. Early forms besquite, byscute, 
bisket (xvi—xvii) — OF. bescoit, -cuit, biscut 
(mod. biscuit) = Pr. bescueit, Sp. bizcocho, 
Pg. biscuto, It. biscotto :- medL. *biscoctu-s 
twice-baked (sc. panis bread), f. bis twice 4- 
coctus, pp. of coquere COOK. 


biologie (Gottfried Reinhold, 1802). bi-o= | bisect baise‘kt cut into two equal parts. 


"GRAPH, bi-oscopeE (1897), early names of the 
cinematograph. 


xvi. f. BI--++sect-, pp. stem of L. secdre cut, 
after INTERSECT. So bise'cTION. XVII. 


biped barped two-footed (animal) xvir. | bishop bi-fap clergyman consecrated for 


— L. biped-, bipes, f. bi- n1- -+ pés FOOT, 
biplane barplein two-winged aeroplane. 
XX. f. BI- - PLANE?, 


birch bditf hardy northern forest tree, 
Betula. OE. birée, bier€ée = MLG. berke, 
OHG. birihha, birka (G. birke) :- Germ. 
*berkjon; rel. to synon. OE. berc, beorc = 
Du. berk, ON. bjork :- Germ. *berkó ; one 
of the few IE. tree-names, repr. also by Skr. 
bhürjas, Lith. bérzas, OSI. bréza (1- *bherga-) 
and L. farnus, fraxinus ash-tree. 


bird bdid (obs. or dial.) young bird OE.; 
feathered animal (in this sense superseding 


the rule of a diocese. OE. biséop, corr. to 
OF ris., OS. bzskop, (M)Du. bisschop, OHG. 
biscof (G. bischof), ON. biskup — popL. 
*biscopus, for ecclL. episcopus (whence OF., 

Pr. evesque, F. évéque, Sp. obispo, Pg. bispo, 
It. vescovo) ~ Gr. episkopos overseer (whence 
Goth. aipiskaupus), f. epi EPI-+ -skopos 
looking (see sCOPE). Celtic and Sl. adoptions 
of the L. are repr. by OIr. epscop, W. esgob, 
OSI. jepiskupti, Russ. jepiskop, Ir. easbog, 
Gael. easbuig. 


bisk, bisque bisk rich (esp. crayfish) soup. 


XVII. — F. bisque, of unkn. origin. 


fowl); maiden, girl xur (Cursor M.). OE. | bismuth bizmop metallic element. xvrI 


brid (surviving dial.), late Nhb. bird; of 
unkn. origin and without cognates. In the 
sense ‘maiden’ there may have been blend- 


(bismute, -muto, -mutum). = modL. bise- 
mutum (Georg Agricola, 1530), latinization 
of G. wismut, of doubtful origin. 


ing with ME. bürde young woman, lady | bison baisoen species of wild ox. In the 


(prob. orig. 'embroideress) Hence tbird- 
BOLT arrow for shooting birds. xv. bird- 
cage. xv. bird-rLiME. xiv. vb. xvi. 
bird's-eye name of certain plants. XVI 
(birds eine, primula). bird's-nest. xvi. 


bireme barrim (galley) having two banks 
of oars. XVII. = L.. birémis, f. BI- -- rémus oar 


present form first recorded from A.V. 
(Deut. xiv 5 margin), earlier in L. pl. 
bisontes of bison (whence F. bison) - Germ. 
*wisand-, *wisund- (OE. wesend, OHG. 
wisant, -unt, ON. visundr); familiar in 
recent times in connexion with the Ameri- 
can bison. 


(cf. Row?). bisque bisk term at tennis. xvir. F., of 


biretta bire'tə clerical square cap. XVI. 


unkn. origin. 


— It. berretta, Tbar(r)etta (cf. F. barrette) or | bissextile bise-kstail leap-year. xvi. — late 


Sp. birreta, fem. dims. corr. to Pr. berret 
BERET, based on late L. birrus and -um 
hooded cape or cloak, perh. of Celtic origin. 
birth badzp bringing forth of offspring; 
nativity XII; lineage xu. ME. biirp, birp 


L. bi(s)sextilis (sc. annus year) year of the 
bissextus intercalary day inserted in the 
Julian calendar every fourth year after 
the sixth day before the calends of March 
(24. Feb.), f. bis twice+ sextus SIXTH. 


- ON. byrö birth, descent (OSw. byrdh, | bisson bi-san (dial. blind, purblind. OE. 


Da. byrd), corr. to Goth. ga|baurps :- 

EGerm. *gaburpiz, f. *za- y--+ *bur- *ber- 
BEAR’; see -TH! and cf. ON. burdr bearing, 
carriage, birth, offspring, byrür burden, 
load (whence TSc. birth). The adoption of 
the ON. word was assisted by OE. beorpor, 
byrpor, etc. child-birth, offspring, byrp- 


(late Nhb.) bisene; later forms are byson, 
bysom (xv), beason, beesome (Sh. 1st Folio), 
north. dial. beesen; of unkn. origin. 


bistoury  birstori scalpel. xvir -F. 


bistouri (Paré), earlier bistorit dagger, of 
unkn. origin. 


pigenu midwife. For the development of | bistre brster brown pigment from soot. 


meaning cf. also Olr. brith birth, Goth. 


xvill. — F., of unkn. origin. 


bérusjos parents, OHG. berd child, and | bit! bit <A. fbiting, bite OE.; cutting 


BAIRN. (WGerm. forms with d against 
EGerm. P are OE. gebyrd, OF ris. berd, OS. 
giburd, OHG. giburt, G. geburt.) Hence 
birthpav xiv; cf. OE. gebyrddeg, ON. 
burðardagr, G. geburtstag. 
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edge xiv; boring-piece, borer xvi ; B. mouth- 
piece of a bridle Xiv. OE. bite = ’ OF tis. bit, 
bite, OS. biti (MDu. béte, Du. beet), OHG. 
biz (G. biss), ON. bit (Sw. bett, Da. bid) 
CGerm. (exc. Goth.) *bitiz, f. *bitan BITE. 


BIT 


The origin of sense B is not clear; OE. has 
bitol bridle, ON. bitill, -ull, Du. gebit, G. 
gebiss, Sw. bett, Da. bidsel horse’s bit. 


bit? bit portion bitten off; morsel of food 
OE.; small piece xvi. OE. bita = OF ris. 
bita, OS. *bito (MDu. béte, Du. beet), OHG. 
bizgzo (MHG. bizze, G. bissen), ON. biti (see 
BITT) :- Germ. *biton, f. *bit-, *bitan BITE. 
bitch bitf female dog OE.; bad woman 
xv. OE. bicée, rel. obscurely to ON. bikkja 
(connected by some with Lappish pittja), 
of which there is a syn. grey|baka; G. petze 
(which is modern) may be an adoption of 
the Eng. word; there has been no contact 
with (O)F. biche, tbisse hind, doe. 


bite bait pt. bit, pp. bitten, bit cut with the 
teeth or as a sharp-edged weapon. OE. 
bitan, pt. bát, biton, pp. biten = OF ris. dita, 
OS. bitan (Du. bijten), OHG. bīzan (G. 
beissen), ON. bita, Goth. beitan += CGerm. 
*bitan; the corr. short base is repr. by Skr. 
bhidydté is split, L. fid-, findere cleave (cf. 
FISSION). The orig. pt. bat is still repr. dial. 
by bote, but in gen. Eng. was superseded by 
bit in xvi (cf. writ, former pt. of write); 
pp. bit, surviving in 'the biter bit’ dates 
from xvii. Hence bite sb. xv. 

bitt bit (naut.) usu. pl. pair of posts on 
deck for fastening cables. xiv (in Sandahl). 
prob. orig. a LG. sea term; cf. synon, LG., 
Du. beting, Tbeeting (whence G. beting, Sw. 
beting, Norw. beiting, Da. beding), f. Germ. 
*bit-, repr. also by MHG. bizze wooden 
peg, ON. biti cross-beam, rel. to *bait- 
BOAT. medL. bitus whipping-post, F. bitte, 
It. bitta, Sp. bita bitt are = Germ. 


bitter! bi-toz )( sweet OE. biter, corr. to OS., 
OHG. bittar (Du., G. bitter), ON. bitr, 
Goth. (with variation of vowel) baitrs ; prob. 
f. *bit-, base of *bitan BITE, and orig. mean- 
ing ‘cutting’, ‘biting’, hence ‘cruel’, ‘harsh’, 
‘violent’, later ‘biting to the tongue’. Hence 
bi-tter-swEE:T mixture of bitter and sweet 
xiv (Ch.); kind of apple xiv (Gower); adj. 
xvi. Cf. F. aigre-doux, amer-doux, L. 
dulcamürum. So bitter adv. OE. bitere. 
bi-tterly. OE. biterlice; see -Ly*. bi:tter- 
NEss. OE. biternes. 


bitter? bi-ter ‘a Bitter is but the turn of a 
Cable about the Bits .. And the Bitters end 
is that part of the Cable doth stay within 
boord’ (1627, Capt. Smith). f. prrr-- -ER!. 
Hence prob. phr. to the bitter end to the 
last extremity (now assoc. with BrITTER!). 


bittern bitən marsh bird with booming 
note. xiv. Earliest forms botor, butor, 
bitoure, bittor, bitter- OF. butor- Rom. 
*bütitaurus, f. L. butid bittern+ taurus bull 
(used by Pliny of a bird that bellows like 
an ox; cf. synon. F. taureau d’étang, beuf 
de marais ‘marsh-ox’, G. meerochs, meerrind 
‘sea-ox’). Forms with final n (xvi) are perh. 
due to assoc. with hern HERON. 

bitumen  bitjümen, brtjümen mineral 
pitch. xv. —- L. bitümen (-min-), of which 
the first syll. has been referred to *gwet-, 
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BLACK 


base of OE. ewidu, cwudu CUD, mastic. So 
bitu: minous. XVII. ~ F. bitumineux = L. 
bitüminosus. 





bivalve baivælv (mollusc) having two 


valves. XVII. f. BI--+VALVE. 


bivouac bi'vuæk (orig.) night-watch under 


arms; (hence) temporary encampment 
without tents. XVIII (recorded only from 
dicts. until the Napoleonic campaigns). 
=~ F. bivouac (tbivac, tbiwacht), prob. 
- Swiss-G. beiwacht lit. ‘extra watch’ (By, 
WATCH), said to have been used in Aargau 
and Zürich to denote a patrol of citizens 
added to assist the ordinary town watch. 
Hence as vb. 1809. 


biz sl. shortening (orig. U.S., c. 1860) of 


BUSINESS bi'znis. 


bizarre bizà: eccentric, odd. xvi. ~F. 


bizarre (formerly) handsome, brave - Sp., 
Pg. bizarro handsome, brave (cf. It. bizzarro 
angry) — Basque bizarra beard; (cf. Sp. 
hombre de bigote lit. ‘moustached man’, man 
of spirit). 


blab blæb tell-tale, tatler; loose chatter. 


xiv (Ch.). contemp. with tblabber babble, 
chatter (PPI., Wyclif) and synon. 1/ab (PPI., 
Ch.). Blab, blabber and the foll. forms 
point to an imit. Germ. base *blab-; OHG. 
blabbigón (MHG. blepzen), Icel. blabbra 
(Da. blabbre). Hence blab vb. xv. 


black blek absorbing all light (in fig. uses 


from xvi). OE. blec, blac-, corr. to OS. 
blac ink, OHG. blah-, blach- (in comps.); 
cf. ON. blakkr dusky, black, dun; of unkn. 
origin. (In ME. confused with bldc pale, 
wan; cf. BLEAK?.) Black has superseded 
SWART in gen. use as a colour-name. As sb. 
xiii. Hence black vb. xim; blacken xII 
(Cursor M.); see-EN®. Blackamoor ble-ko- 
mər, -muəI Ethiopian, Negro. xvi. orig. 
black More (Blak moir, Dunbar), also black 
morian; see Moor. Forms with inserted 
-a-, which is unexpl., appear xvi. black 
art xvi; prob. after LG. swarte kunst, G. 
schwarze kunst; cf. L. niger black, fig. 
wicked, and medL. var. nigromantia of necro- 
mantia NECROMANCY. black-ball black 
ball recording an adverse vote; hence vb. 
xvilI (whence F. blacbouler). bla'ckBERRY. 
OE. (pl) blaceberian. Black Death, the 
Great Pestilence of 1348-9, adaptation by 
‘Mrs. Markham’ (1823) of some foreign 
term applied to similar plagues (cf. Icel. 
svarti dauði, G. der Schwarze Tod, Du. de 
zwaarte dood, F. la peste noire). blackGuARD 
ble-(k)gàxd A. t(coll.) company or band of 
menials, camp-followers, etc. xvi; }vagrants 
or criminals as a body xvir; B. Tman in 
black, Tboot-black, etc. xvr; low worthless 
character XVIII. orig. meaning and applica- 
tion unkn. bla:ckrsc turf swindler XVIII; 
workman taking the place of one on strike 
XIX; of unkn. origin. blackmail blæk- 
meil (hist., orig. Sc.) tribute (see MAIL?) 
exacted by freebooting chiefs in return for 


BLADDER 


protection Xv1; (gen.) payment extorted by 
intimidation or pressure xix. Black Rop, 
short for Gentleman Usher of the Black Rod, 
so called from the symbol of his office. xvii. 
bla:cksMITH one who works in ‘black 
metal’ (i.e. iron). XV. 


bladder biz-der membranous bag. OE. 
blædre, later bleddre = OS. blddara, MLG., 
"^ MDu. bldder (Du. blaar), OHG. blatara 
(G. blatter, ON. bláóra :- CGerm. (exc. 
Goth.) *bladrón, f. *blàe- BLOW!-- *-dro-, 
instr. suffix corr. to L. -trum, Gr. -ird, 
-tron, Skr. -tram. 


blade bleid A. leaf OE.; spathe of grass 
XIV. B. broad flattened part of an implement 
OE.; flattened part of a bone (after ON.) 
XIII; ” thin cutting edge, sword xiv. OE. 
bled, pl. bladu = OF ris. bled, OS. (Du.) 
blad, OHG. blat (G. blatt), ON. blað leaf, 
blade of rudder, knife, etc. :- CGerm. (exc. 
Goth.) *blaüam, perh. pp. formation (IE. 
*.tos) on the base *bló- BLow?. Literary 
exx. are not recorded between OE. and 
XIV; inOE. the more usual sense is ‘flattened 
part’, the sense ‘leaf’ being rare and its 
later prevalence prob. due to ON. The 
application to a brave fellow or gallant 
appears XVI (Sh.); its origin is obscure; 
perh. the notion is *wielder of a sword' (cf. 
F. bonne épée good sword, 1.e. swordsman). 
'Thepresentform derives from OE. obl. cases. 


blae blé, pa (dial.) blackish blue, livid. 
XIII (blaa, blo). - ON. blár; see BLUE. 
Hence blae‘szerry bilberry xv; after ON. 
bláber. 


blague blāg humbug, bunkum. xıx. F., 
prob. of LG. origin (cf. LG. blagen blow 
oneself out). 


blah bla (sl.) nonsense, silly talk. xx. 
imit. of aimless or nerveless utterance. 


blain blein blister, pustule. OE. blegen — 
MDu. bleine (Du. blein, LG. Bleien:- 
Germ. *blezgen (cf. OHG. blehinougi blear- 
eyed). Surviving in gen. use in CHILBLAIN ; 
otherwise mainly in echoes of ‘a boil break- 
ing forth with blains’ (Ex. ix 10). 


blame bleim find fault with. xu. = OF. 
blamer, earlier blasmer (mod. blâmer) = Pr. 
blasmar, Cat. blastemar, Sp. lastimar 
(wound, injure, offend, etc.), Rum. blestema 
(It. biasimare is - F.) :- popL. blastemáre, for 
ecclL. blasphemüre revile, reproach = Gr. 
blasphémein (dial. blast-) BLASPHEME. So 
blame sb. x1. —(O)F. blame, f. the vb. 


blanch blanf whiten (orig. in cookery). 
xIv. —(O)F. blanchir, f. blanc, fem. blanche 
white, BLANK. 


blancmange  blomo:ns, -màá:ns, -mó$:5, 
-má:3 Tdish of white meat with dressing 
xiv (PPL, Ch.); (orig. white) jelly made 
with milk xvi. Earliest form blancmanger 
— (O)F. blancmanger, f. blanc white, BLANK + 
manger food, sb. use of manger eat (cf. 
MANGER); the second el. was shortened to 


BLATANT 


mange in XVIII ; the progress of the pronunc. 
of the first syll. is seen in the forms blawe- 
(xv), blow- (xvi), bla- (xvii), blo- (xvii). 


bland blænd pleasing; smooth and suave. 
xv (only Sc.), xvir (Pepys, Milton). -= 
blandus. 


blandish ble-ndif flatter gently. XIV. 
— OF. blandiss-, lengthened stem (see -1s8?) 
of blandir :— L. blandiri, f. blandus BLAND. 
Hence bla:ndishMENT. xvi (Spenser). 


blank blenk ‘twhite xv; (of paper, etc.) 
‘empty of all marks’ (J.); looking as if 
deprived of speech, etc.; (verse) 5-stress 
without rhyme xvi. - (O)F. blanc — Pr. 
blanc, Sp. blanco, Pg. branco, It. bianco = 
CRom. *blancus = Germ. *blaņkaz (OHG. 
blanc white, shining, corr. to OE. blanca 
steed, ON. blakkr pale, sb. horse). 


blanket ble:nkit fwhite woollen stuff 
Xi (3t blaunket) sheet of soft woollen 
cloth xiv. — OF. blancquet (AL. blanchettum, 
-ketum, -chetta xii), var. of blanchet, f. 
blanc white; see BLANK, -ET. 


blare bleaz roar, bellow xtv; trumpet XVIII. 
Late ME. blere, early mod. blear, blare, Sc. 
bleir (xvi) - (M)Du. bleren (whence prob. 
MHG. bléren, blerren, G. pldrren) and 
MLG., MDu. blaren; of imit. origin. 


blarney blā'īni cajoling talk. xIx. f. 
Blarney, name of a village near Cork, Ire- 
land, in the castle of which there is an 
inscribed stone difficult of access; the 
popular saying is that anyone who kisses 
or licks this ‘Blarney stone’ will ever after 
have a flattering tongue and the capacity 
for shameless lying. 


blasé blá:zei weary and disgusted with 
enjoyment, success, etc. XIX (Byron). F., 
pp. of blaser exhaust by enjoyment or 
indulgence - Pr. blazir, of unkn. origin. 
Cf. G. blasiert (xvin). 


blaspheme blasfi‘m utter profane words 
(about). xiv. — OF. blasfemer, modF. -ph- 
(= Pr., Sp. blasfemar) — ecclL. blasphémáre 
revile, blaspheme = Gr. blasphémein, f. 
blásphémos  evil-speaking (*pha- speak; 
phémi I say). Cf. BLAME. So blasphemous 
blà:sfümos. xv. bla:sphemy. xim. - OF. 
blasfemie —- ecclL. blasphém:ia ; see -v*?. 

blast blast gust of wind or air. OE. blést = 
OHG. bläst, ON. bldstr (perh. the immed. 
source in ME.) :— Germ. *blæstaz, f. *blæs- 
(see BLAZE?). Hence blast vb. tblow xiv; 
blow upon perniciously, blight xv1. 


-blast blest terminal el. in biol. terms such 
as mesoblast in the sense ‘germ’, ‘bud’; so 
blasto- blz:stou as in blastoderm; Gr. 
blastés sprout, germ. 


blatant blei-tont. First used by Spenser 
in the blat(t)ant beast (‘F.Q.’ v xii 37, etc.) to 
describe the thousand-tongued monster 
produced by Cerberus and Chimera and 
symbolizing calumny 1596; offensively 
noisy or clamorous XVII. perh. alteration, 
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BLATHER 


after adjs. in -ANT (e.g. rampant), of Sc. 
blatand (G. Douglas), prp. of blate, BLEAT, 
and assoc. with blatter speak volubly (xvi) 
~ L. blat(t)erdre babble, f. imit. base like 
the synon. blat(t)ire. 


blather, blether  ble:óor, ble:óox talk 

nonsense. XV (blether), xv1 (bledder, bladder). 
orig. Sc. - ON. blaóra, f. blaür nonsense. 
For the var. blether cf. Sc. gether for gather. 
Hence as sb. xviu (Burns) ble-ther-, 
bla:therskate, -skite (dial. and U.S.) 
noisy talkative fellow (Sc. skate used as 
a term of contempt); the song 'Maggie 
Lauder’ by F. Sempill (xvi), containing 
the line ‘Jog on your gait, ye bletherskate’, 
was a favourite in the American camps 
during the War of Independence. 


blay blei bleak (fish). OE. blege = MLG., 
MDu. bleie (Du. blei), G. blei(h)e :- WGerm. 


*blaijjón, of unkn. origin. 


blaze! bleiz ftorch; bright flame or fire. 

OE. blzse, blase:- Germ. *blasén; cf. 
MHG. blas torch; rel., through the gen. 
sense ‘shining’, to BLAZE?. Hence blaze vb. 
Xiii. bla'zer thing that blazes or shines 
bright xviI; (orig. univ. sl.) bright-coloured 
jacket for sports wear XIX; see -ER!. 


blaze? bleiz white spot. xvir. Of un- 
certain origin, but identical in meaning 
with ON. blesi white spot on a horse’s fore- 
head, MDu. blesse (Du. bles), G. blässe, 
blesse; cf. synon. OHG. blassa (MHG. 
blasse} and OHG. blas|ros, MLG. blasen- 
hengst horse with a blaze; also MHG. blas 
bald, G. blass pale, and parallel formations 
with r, as MLG. blare, Du. blaar cow with 
a blaze, MDu. blaer bald. Hence blaze 
vb. mark a tree with white by stripping the 
bark, indicate (a trail) in this way xix. 


blaze? bleiz Tblow (a trumpet, etc.) xiv; 
proclaim, publish; blazon xv. - MLG., 
MDou. blàzen blow — OHQG. blásan (G. 
blasen), ON. bldsa, Goth. uf|blésan puff up 
?- Germ. *blasan (cf. BLAST), extension of 
*bl-; see BLOW!. 


blazon blei:zn (her.) shield x11; heraldic 
description xvi. — (O)F. blason orig. shield 
(whence Sp. blason, Pg. brasáo, It. blasone) 
= Pr, blezon, blizon; of unkn. origin. Hence 
vb. 


«ble bl -( O)F. -ble — L. -biki-s, adj. suffix 
denoting tendency, fitness, ability, or capa- 
bility of doing or being something, added 
to vb.-stems, as flébilis lamentable, tearful 
(see FEEBLE), (g)nöbilis renowned, of high 
birth, NOBLE, mobilis easily moved, MOBILE, 
stabilis steadfast, STABLE; with vb.-stems in 
a, i, and u it combined to form the com- 
pound suffixes repr. in Eng. by -ABLE, 
“IBLE, and -uble, of which the first is by far 
the most common and the only one in 
living use, and so capable of being com- 
pounded with any verb; the last is repr. 
only in soluble, voluble. The corr. abstract 
nouns end in -bility and advs, in -bly. 


BLENDE 


bleaberry see BLAEBERRY. 


bleach blitf whiten. OE. 5lZéan = ON. 
bleikja :- Germ. *blaikjan, f. *blaik- shining, 
white, pale (cf. BLEAK?). 

bleak? blik small river-fish. xv. prob. 
-ON. bleikja = OHG.  bleicha :- Germ. 
*blaikjon, f. *blaik- white (see next); for 
the phonology cf. steak, weak. 'The OE. 
word was bl@ge BLAY. 


bleak? blik tpale, wan; bare of vegetation, 
exposed; cold from bareness. xvi. Ob- 
scurely rel. to tblake pale, yellow, tbleach 
pale, bare, tblezke, blayke pale, yellow - ON. 
bleikr shining, white = OE. bldc (ME. 
blake, blóke), OS. blék, OHQG. bleih; for the 
phonology cf. weak (= ON. veikr). Variants 
of the base are seen in OE. bl@éan BLEACH 
and blican shine = OS. blīkan (Du. blijken 
look, appear), ON. blikja and blika gleam, 
twinkle; cf. Gr. phlégein burn (see PHLEGM, 
PHLOX). 


blear bliox (ofthe eyes) Pim. xiv (revisa). 
Now chiefly in blear-eyed, with which cf. 
LG. blarroged, blerroged, and MHG. blerre 
blurred vision; the vk. is recorded earlier 
XIII; immed. source and ult. origin unkn. 
Hence blea:ry xiv (PPl.) ; see -v!. 


bleat blit cry as a sheep. OE. blétan = 
OHG. blàzan, Du. blaten; of imit. origin. 
@ Various synon. forms in bl-, b../- are 
(dial.) blea (xvi); MHG. blæjen, MDu. 
bloiken, LG. bleken, blöken (whence G. 
bléken); Gr. blékhdsthai, OSI. bléjati, Russ. 
bleydt’, L. balare, belàre. 

bleb see BLOB. 


bleed blid emit blood OE.; 
blood xv. OE. blédan — 
MLG. blöden, ON. blæða :- 
f. *blõðam BLOOD. 

blemish blemi} fhurt, damage; mar, 
impair. XIV. — OF. blemiss-, extended stem 
(see -1SH?) of biemir, blesmiy render pale, 
injure (also Tblesmer — Pr. blesmar, blasmar 
cause to faint), prob. of Germ. origin, 
Hence blemish sb. xvi. 


blench blentf Tdeceive OE.; start aside. 
xu. Ok. blenéan = ON. blekkja impose 
upon :- Germ. *blankjan, which has the 
form of a causative vb. corr. to tblenk, 
BLINK. A common var. XVI-XVII was blanch, 
which survives in hunting parlance for 
heading back a deer. Hence tblench sb. 
trick (ME.); side-glance xvi (Sh.). 

blend blend mix, mingle. xrrr (Cursor M.). 
In its earliest use predominantly north.; 
prob. of Scand. origin and due to blend- 
pres. stem, blénd- pt. stem, of ON. blanda 
mix = OE., OS., Goth. blandan, OHG. 
blantan; the formally corr. OE. blendan 
blind, deceive, survived till xv1. Cf. BLIND. 


blende blend native sulphide of zinc. 
XVII. ~ G. blende (cf. blendendes erz “decep- 
tive ore’), f. blenden deceive (see BLIND); so 
called because, while often resembling 


let (a person) 
OFris. blēda, 
Germ. *blõðjan, 
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galena (hence its name pseudogalena), it 
yielded no lead. 


Blenheim ble:nom name of the Duke of 
Marlborough’s palace at Woodstock, Ox- 
fordshire, so called after the first duke’s 
victory in 1704 at Blenheim (Bavaria); 
applied to a variety of spaniel, and in 
Blenheim Orange a golden-coloured apple. 


blenny bleni genus of spiny fishes. XVIII. 
— L. blennius, vat. of blendius (Pliny) - Gr. 
blénnos, so called from blénnos slime, in ref. 
to the mucous coating of its scales. 


blesbok blesbok S. African antelope. 
XIX. Afrikaans, f. Du. bles BLAZE? + bok goat 
(BucK?). @ Other comps. of bok more or less 
naturalized are bontebock, gemsbok, grysbok, 
Rleenebok, reebok, springbok, waterbok. 


bless bles make holy, hallow; hold or call 
holy; pronounce or make happy. A purely 
Eng. formation. OE. Oblétsian, blédsian, 
blédsian :—- *blodisdjan, f. blõðam BLOOD; 
the etymol. meaning being ‘mark so as to 
hallow with blood’; the sense-development 
was influenced by its being used to translate 
L. benedicere and Gr. eulogein in Christian 
use (orig. speak well of or to, but used to 
render Heb. barak bend the knee, worship, 
bless God, etc.), and by its formal assoc. 
with bliss. The pp. is current in two forms 
and pronunciations, blessed (ble:sid or blest) 
and blest; the former is used in verse and 
in liturgical reading, and in titular phr. 
such as The Blessed Trinity, the blessed dead, 
and in the euphemistic sense (e.g. every 
blessed thing); the latter is mainly poetical 
in the sense ‘blissful’, ‘beatified’, but is also 
used trivially, e.g. J’ blessed (blest). 


blight blait disease in plants, as mildew; 
baleful influence, orig. on plants. xvi: (also 
blite). perh. for earlier *bléht, repr. formally 
OE. blécpu, bl&cp|rust, rel. to bl&ée (all 
applied to skin diseases) and further to 
BLEACH. 


blighter blaitər contemptible fellow. XIX. 
f. blighted, euph. substitute for blasted (see 
BLAST) as an epithet of reprobation ; see -ER!, 


blighty blaiti (army sl.) England, home. 
XX. contr. form, originating in the Indian 
army, of Hind. bildyati foreign, (esp.) Euro- 
pean, f. Arab. wildyat inhabited country, 
district, VILAYET, in Hind. esp. foreign 
country. Cf. bilayutee pawnee, Hind. 
bildyati pani (‘European water’), soda- 
water. 

blimp blimp small non-rigid dirigible 
airship. xx. Said to have been coined 
by the aviator Horace Shortt, and to have 
been based on the adj. LIMP. 


blim(e)y blai:zmi. xix. (vulg. short for 
GORBLIMY. 


blind  blaind  sightless; | unperceiving: 
dark, obscure OE.; secret, privy XIV; 
having no opening XVII. OE. blind — OFris. 
(in stareblind), OS. (Du.) blind, OHG. blint 


(G. blind) ON. blindr, Goth. blinds :- 
CGerm. *blindaz :—- IE. *bhlendhos wander- 
ing, erring, confused, obscure, dark; cf. 
Lith. blendzüís become dark, Lett. blendu 
see dimly, OSI. bledg go blindly, and 
BLUNDER. Hence blind vb. xır (Cursor 
M.); repl. fblend, OE. blendan = OHG. 
blentan (G. blenden) :— *blandjan. blind sb. 
screen (in earliest use fortif.); misleading 
pretext. XVII. blind-man’s-buff (earlier 
~man-) game in which a player is blind- 
folded and struck (see BuFF'), xvi. blind- 
nettle dead-nettle; OE. blindnetle. blind- 
worm slow-worm xv; cf. Du. blindworm. 


blindfold blaindfould cover the eyes of, 
with a bandage. xvi. Superseded fblind- 
felle (xiu-xvi) OE. geblindfellian strike 
blind, f. BLIND+FELL*; the pt. and pp. 
blindfelled, -feld (blindfield, -fielded xv1), 
was altered to blindfold by assoc. with FoLp?. 


blink bligk fA. deceive; start aside XIV; 
B. twinkle with the eyes or eyelids, Tglance, 
peep xvi (Sh.); cast a momentary gleam 
XVII. prob. of mixed origin; partly later 
form of synon. tblenk (xiv), var. of BLENCH ; 
partly — (M)Du. blinken shine, glitter, which 
may be based on a nasalized var. of *blik- 
shine (see BLEAK”); cf. Da. blinke, Sw. 
blinka wink, twinkle. Hence blink sb. 
tglance, twinkling gleam, etc. xvi. bli-nker 
one who blinks xvir; pl. spectacles for 
directing the vision; leather screens at the 
side of a bridle to make a horse look straight 
ahead XVIII; see -ER}. 

bliss blis joy, happiness. OE. bliss, blīþs = 
OS. blizza, blidsea, blitzea :- Germ. *blzpsjo, 
f. *blibiz BLITHE---s/0, for -tjó (cf. -cv). 
Contact with BLESS prob. infl. the sense 
in the direction of 'heavenly joy'. Hence 
bli:ssful x11; see -Fur!. 


blister bli-staz vesicle caused by injury. 
XIII (Cursor M.). ME. blister, blester, early 
Sc. blistar, bleistir (xvi), in Eng. occas. 
tbhluster (xvi), of unkn. origin; possibly 
— OF. blestre, blostre, bloustre swelling, 
pimple, app. vars. of a word meaning 'clod 
of earth’; connexion with ON. bldstr swell- 
ing is formally out of the question. Hence 
bli-ster vb. xv. 
blithe blaió joyous. OE. blīþe = OFris. 
bli(d-), OS. blòi (Du. blijde, blij}, OHG. 
blidt cheerful, friendly, ON. blidr, Goth. 
bleips :- CGerm. *blipiz, the orig. sense 
of which, ‘mild, gentle, merciful’, is shown 
in ON. and Goth.; of unkn. origin. Cf. 
BLISS. 
blither bli-d01 (colloq.) talk nonsense. xix. 
Alteration of BLETHER ; esp. in blithering prp. 
blitz blits shortening of G. blitzkrieg 
‘lightning-war’. xx. 
blizzard bli-zoid (U.S.) sharp blow or 
knock 1829; furious blast of wind and snow 
1870. Of unkn. origin. 
bloat blout bloat herring, herring smoked 
and half-dried. xvi—xix (dial.). Hence 
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bloa:ted in the same sense XVII-XIX; 
whence bloa-ter, for bloated herring XIX; 
see -ED!, -ER!. Identical in form are bloat 
adj. and vb. and bloated ppl. adj., which are 
used of a puffed, swoollen, or inflated 
condition (lit. and fig.) xvi (6loat face, 
bloatfacd, G. Daniel; bloated looks, H 
More); but it is doubtful whether the two 
groups have the same ultimate origin, since 
the adj. meaning ‘puffed’ may be an altered 
form of an earlier T5lout (xii), later blowt 
(Sh. ‘Ham.’ 111 iv 182 Qq), meaning ‘soft’, 
‘flabby’, the form of which indicates adop- 
tion from ON. blautr soft, wet, soaked (cf. 
BLOT?), rel. to blotna become soft or moist 
(whence rare ME. blotne; cf. rare ME. blot, 
app. synon. with blout). The available 
evidence is insufficient to determine whether 
there is any connexion with OE. (poet.) 
bldt pale, livid, the mod. repr. of which 
would be bloat. 


blob blob bubble xv (Wyntoun); blister; 
smal] round mass xvi. In early use north. ; 
like the earlier bluber, blober, BLUBBER, and 
the later synon. bleb (xvi1), containing the 
symbolical consonant-combination 5i..5; 
cf. BUBBLE. 


block blok solid piece or mass (orig. of 
wood) xiv ; mould for a hat, etc. XVI; group 
of buildings xvii. —(O)F. bloc - (M)Du. 
blok, (M)LG. block, of unkn. orig. (whence 
G. block, superseding bloch = OHG. bloh). 
Hence (or = F. bloguer) block vb. impede xv 
(Wyntoun); mark out roughly xvi; whence 
blocka:p& xvit1; prob. after ambuscade, con- 
temp. with G. blockade (which was preceded 
by tblocquada). blo-ckHouseE tdetached fort 
blocking a passage; timber building loop- 
holed for firing xv. —(M)Du. blokhuis, 


whence in F. blocquehuys (mod. blocus). 
bloke blouk (sl) man, fellow. xix. Shelta. 


blond blond light-coloured. xv. Only 
occas. in gen. sense before xix; blond(e) 
lace and simply blond(e)- F. blonde (sc. 
dentelle lace) is xviii. = (O)F. blond, fem. 
blonde (= Pr. blon, It. biondo, Sp. blondo) :- 
medL. blundu-s, blondu-s yellow, perh. of 
Germ. origin (but no forms are extant). 
Most freq. in fem. form blonde, esp. as sb. 


blood blad red liquid in the veins of 
animals. OE. blõd = OFris., OS. bldd (Du. 
bloed), OHG. bluot (G. blut), ON. blóð, 
Goth. blóp (Crim-Goth. iut) :- CGerm. 
*blodam, of unkn. origin. (There is no 
CIE. word for ‘blood’.) Hence bloo:d-~ 
HOUND dog used for tracking. xiv; cf. Du. 
bloedhond. bloo-dshed xvi; superseded 
bloodshedding (xiir). bloodshot xvir; for 
earlier tblood-shotten (XVI); see SHOOT. 
bloo-druirsty. xvi (Coverdale, after 
Luther’s blutdiirstig). 


bloody bl4:di sanguinary. OE. blodig — 
OFris. blédich, etc.; see BLOOD, -y1. The 
expletive use, orig. adv. as in bloody drunk 


(xvi), bloody hot, bloody sick (Swift), was 
prob. f. the int. blood, ’sblood (for God’s 
blood), as woundy, similarly used, was f. 
wounds, *swounds (ZOUNDS); cf. the parallel 
use of woundily afraid (Smollett, 1749) and 
bloodily drunk (Fielding, 1749). @ Some 
earlier superficially similar uses mean 
‘cruel(ly)’, ‘savage(ly)’, ‘murderous(ly)’. 


bloom! blüm blossom, flower x111 (Orm); 
powdery deposit on fruits xvi. ME. (north. 
and n.midl.) blom, blome — ON. blóm flower, 
blossom, and blómi prosperity, pl. flowers, 
corr. to OS. blomo, MDu. bloeme (Du. 
bloem), OHG. bluomo, -ma (MHG. bluome, 
G. blume), Goth. blóma :- CGerm. (exc. OE.) 
*blómon -ón, f. *bló- BLow?. For the OE. 
syn. see BLOSSOM. Hence bloom vb. XIII 
(Orm); cf. ON. blómandi blooming, flourish- 
ing. The prp. bloo:ming (-1NG?) is used as 
one of the many sl. euph. substitutes for 
bloody XiX; whence bloo:mer (cf. -Enl), 
prob. for blooming error XIX. 


bloom? blüm mass of iron brought into 
the form of a thick bar. OE. blóma, identical 
in form with BLooM!, but prob. a different 
word. Hence bloo-mery first forge in an 
ironworks. xvi; in AL. blomeria (xiv). 


bloomer  blü:mo: (chiefly pl) women's 
trouser costume. 1851. f. name of Mrs. 
Amelia Bloomer, who advocated the use of 
the dress, which was invented c. 1850 by 
Mrs. Elizabeth Smith Miller of New York. 


blossom  blo:som flower OE.; mass of 
flowers on a tree x11. OE. blostm, blos(t)ma, 
corr. to WFris. blossum, (M)Du. bloesem, 
MLG. blos(s)em; cf. ON. blómstr; gen. 
referred to the same base as BLOOM, viz. 
*b15-, of which *blds- appears to be an 
extended form (cf. L. flérére FLOURISH for 
*flosere, and flds, fldr- FLOWER). Hence 
blo:ssom vb. OE. blostmian; cf. Du. 
bloesemen. blo:ssomy. xiv (Ch); see -v!. 


blot! blot spot, stain. xiv. The local 
distribution of the earliest exx. is consistent 
with a Scand. origin, but no suitable form 
is known; cf., however, Icel. blettr blot, 
stain, Da. dial. blat spot, blot. Hence blot 
vb. spot, stain. XV (blotting-paper xv1). 


blot? blot (in backgammon) exposed piece. 
xvi. prob.- Du. bloot naked, exposed = 
OE. bléat wretched, OF ris. bldt miserable, 
MLG., MDu. bloot naked, poor, OHG. 
blog, G. bloss bare, mere, ON. blautr soft, 
wet :- CGerm. (exc. Gothic) *blautaz, of 
unkn. origin. 

blotch blotf inflamed patch on the skin 
XVII; blot (as of ink) xvii. Partly alteration 
of synon. tplotch (xvi-xvir), by assoc. with 
BLOT and BOTCH, partly blending of these. 
Cf. contemp. SPLOTCH. 


blouse blauz light loose upper body gar- 
ment. XIX. — F. blouse bluz, of unkn. origin. 
blow! blou intr. produce a current of air; 
puff air (into). OE. str. vb. bldwan, pt. 
bléow, pp. blawen = OFris. *blda (pt. ble), 
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OHG. blda(h)an (pp. bldhan, bldn), replaced bluff? blaf nearly vertical or perpendicular 


by wk. OHG. biàjan (MHG. blajen, G 
blahen blow up, swell) ; IE. base *bhld-, repr. 
also by L. fldre (see INFLATE). 


blow? blou (arch.) bloom, flourish. OE. 
str. vb. blowan, pt. bléow, pp. blówen, cort. 
to wk. vbs. in the other Germ. langs., OFris. 
bloia, OS. blojan (MDu., Du. bloeien), OHG. 


XVII; rough, blunt xvIII; good-naturedly 
curt or abrupt xix. orig. naut., perh. of 
LDu. origin, but no suitable form is known 
and Du. Tbiaf (Kilian, 1599) broad and flat 
(of the face) appears to be isolated. As sb. 
broad precipitous headland xvir (first in 
N. America). 


bluojan, bluoen(G. bliihen); allf. Germ. *b/6-, | bluff? blaf (orig. U.S. in poker) impose on 


repr. also by BLADE, BLOOM!, BLOSSOM. 


blow? blou hard stroke with fist or weapon. 
Xv (first in north. texts as blaw). Of unkn. 
origin; neither formal nor chronological 
contact can be established with OS. 


an opponent by heavy betting on a weak 
hand, etc. ; also sb. xix. ~ Du. bluffen brag, 
boast, and bluf bragging, boasting. The 
obs. dial. bluff blindfold (superseded by 
bluft) appears to be unrelated. 


ut\|bliuwid ‘excudit’, (M)Du. blouwen beat, | blunder  bla:ndos  Tconfuse xiv; move 


brake hemp, or OHG. bliuwan (G. blduen, 
bleuen) beat, batter, Goth. bliggwan beat :- 
Germ. *blewwan. 


blowzy  blauzi bloated or red-faced; 
dishevelled. xvii. f. (dial) blowze beggar 
wench, trull, slattern xvr (Sh.), of unkn. 


blindly or stupidly xıv (Ch.); make a stupid 
mistake xvir (Swift). prob. of Scand. 
origin; cf. MSw. (Norw.) blundra shut the 
eyes, frequent. of the base found in ON. 
(Sw.) blunda, ODa. blunde, rel. to BLIND; 
but the sense-development is not clear. 


origin, perh. LG.; see -y'. Also blowzed, | blunderbuss bl4:ndoibas short gun with 


tbhlowzing, in same sense (XVIII). 


blub blab (colloq.) weep effusively. xix. 
Shortening of next vb. 


large bore. xvir (also -bush). Alteration, by 
assoc. with BLUNDER, of Du. donderbus, f. 
donder THUNDER + bus gun (orig. Box, tube). 


blubber bla:boz foam, bubble (xi), xiv; | Blunt blant Tdull, stupid xir (Orm); not 


Tpustule; entrails (of fish) xv; jelly-fish; 
fat of whales xvii. Late ME. blober, bluber, 
perh. of imit. origin; cf. LG. blubbern 
babble, G. blubbern bubble, splutter. Early 
exx. of the form are found in proper names, 
viz. Bluberhusum (xi), Blubberhouses, in 
Yorkshire, Blubure, -er as a surname in 


physically sharp xiv; trude, unrefined xv; 
abrupt of speech xvi. The earliest evidence 
suggests a Scand. source and a possible 
neuter formation (as in SCANT, THWART, 
WIGHT?) on the base of ON. blundr dozing, 
sleep (used as a nickname), blunda close the 
eyes (Norw. blunde doze). Cf. BLUNDER. 


Oxfordshire (xir). Hence blu bber vb. | blur blör smear, stain. xvr. The priority 


tbubble; weep copiously. xIv. 


blucher blivkoz, bla-tfaz leather half-boot. 
xIx (Blücher boots, Carlyle). f. name of 
Gebhard Leberecht von Blücher blü'xər, 


of sb. or vb. cannot be determined; poss. 
rel. to BLEAR, but Levins’s ‘Manipulus 
Vocabulorum’ (1570) has ‘blirre, deceptio, 
blirre, fallere’. 


general field marshal in command of the blurb bl5ib (orig. U.S.) publisher’s com- 


Prussians at the battle of Waterloo (1815). 


bludgeon  bl4:dgon  heavy-headed stick. 
XVIII. Of unkn. origin; perh. orig. cant. 


blue blū of the colour of the clear sky or 
the deep sea. x1 (Cursor M.). ME. bleu, 
blew(e) - (O)F. bleu, -e — Pr. blau, blava, 
OSp. blavo, It. dial. bavo :- Rom. *blávus 
- CGerm. (exc. Goth.) *bl@waz (whence 


mendatory advertisement. xx. Of unkn. 
origin. 


blurt bl3it utter abruptly. xvi. prob. 


imit. of the discharge of breath after an 
effort to retain it; formerly used of snorting 
and puffing, and as int. (‘pooh!’); now dial. 
of a burst of weeping (also in Sc. blirt). 


OE. bla|h&wen, bl&wen ‘perseus’, OFris. | blush blaf become red, spec. with shame 


blaw, MDu. blá(u) Du. blaauws, OHG. 
blào, G. blau, ON. blár dark-blue, livid, 
BLAE), prob. rel. to L. flavus yellow. In 
blue blood tr. Sp. sangre azul, applied to 
Spaniards claiming freedom from Moorish, 
Jewish, or other admixture. As sb. tn 
various uses from XIII; the blues (orig. U.S.) 
fit of depression, for earlier the blue devils. 


blue-stocking bli:sto:kin attrib. wearing 


or confusion. OE. bdlyséan (glossing L. 
rutilàre glow red), corr. to MLG. bloschen, 
LG. blüsken; rel. in meaning and no doubt 
ult. in form to MDu. blozen, blózen (Du. 
blozen) blush; cf. OE. ablysian blush, 
üblysnung redness of confusion, and blysa 
torch, blysian blaze. @ For the vowel-de- 
velopment cf. burden, cluster, crutch, cudgel, 
flush, much, rush sb., shut, thrush. 


blue stockings xvi1; applied from c. 1780 | bluster bla-staz be boisterous, rage. xv. 


to the intellectuals who met in London at 
the houses of Mrs. Montague and others, 
where blue worsted stockings were worn by 
some instead of black silk. Q Hence F. bas- 
bleu, G. blaustrumpf. 
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ult. imit. ; there is a formal analogue in LG. 
blustern, blistern flutter. Bluster, used in 
alliterative verse (XIV) of the blind or aim- 
less wandering or rushing of animals, may 
be a different word. 


BO 


bo, boh bou int. xv. A combination of 
consonant and vowel esp. suited to surprise 
or startle. Cf. Boo. 


boa bowo large S. American snake. xix. 
- modL. use by Linnzus (‘Systema Nature’ 
1 iii 1083) of L. boa (Pliny), of unkn. origin. 
boa constrictor bou's konstri-ktoz largest 
Brazilian serpent of the genus Boa; modL. 
constrictor squeezer (f. L. constrict- CON- 


STRAIN), was Linnzus’s specific name 
(1788). 
Boanerges bouons-1d3iz two sons of 


Zebedee (see Mark iii 17); hence, as sg. 
vociferous orator (xvil) - Gr. boanergés, 
prob. repr. Heb. b’néy regesh, expl. as ‘sons 
of thunder’. 


boar bis: male swine. OE. bdr = OS. 
bér|swin, (M)Du. beer, OHG. ber (G. bàr) 
:- WGerm. *bairaz (cf. Lombardic sonor|- 
pair boar of the sounder). 


board booxzd flat piece of wood; table 
(now only as used for meals); border, edge 
(now only in seaboard); ship’s side. OE. 
bord in its uses combines two orig. distinct 
CGerm. words: (i) a str. n. = OFris., OS. 
bord (Du. boord board, bord shelf, plate), 
MHG., G. bort board, ON. borð board, 
plank, table, maintenance (Sw., Da. bord 
table), ON. fót|borð, Goth. fötulbaurd foot- 
stool) :~ CGerm. *borðam, f. gradation-var. 
of *breð- (OE., OS. bred, MLG., OHG. 
bret, G. brett board, plank); (ii) a str. m. = 
OS. bord, MDu. bort (Du. boord) border, 
edge, ship’s side, ON. borð margin, shore, 
shipboard (Sw., Da. bord shipboard) :- 
Germ. *borüaz; the further connexions of 
both are doubtful. The OE. words were 
reinforced in ME. by the uses of F. bord 
edge, rim, side of a ship (= Sp., It. bordo :— 
Rom. *bordu-s- Germ. *bordaz), and by 
the uses of the ON. words, prob. in this 
group of senses, as well as in that of ‘table’ 
(barely evidenced in OE.) and the derived 
sense of ‘maintenance at table’, ‘supply of 
provisions’ (xIv). Hence board vb. come 
alongside (a ship) xv; cover with boards; 
provide with board or provisions XVI. 


boast boust In their earliest occurrences 
both sb. (x111) and vb. (xit1) denote or imply 
clamorous or threatening utterance; the 
senses ‘threat’, ‘threaten’ continued in Sc. 
till xvii; it is difficult to determine the date 
of the transition to vainglorious speaking, 
for which OE. had gielp, gielpan (see YELP), 
early north. ME. rds, rése, dial. roose (~ ON. 
hrós, hrósa) and later ME. glory. = AN. bost 
and *boster, of unkn. origin; W. bost, Ir., 
Gael. bósd are from Eng. 


boat bout small open oared or sailing 
vessel. OE. bát, str. m., corr. to ON. bert, 
str. n. (:- *bait-, not repr. elsewhere, but 
perh. rel. to BrTT). ON. bdtr was from Eng. ; 
from Eng. or Scand. the word was adopted 
into LG. and Du., and thence into G. 
(boot); from Eng. is also OW. bat, W. bad. 


BOCARDO 


OF. batel (mod. bateau) is a dim. formation 
on OE. and early ME. bát; thence Pr., Sp. 
batel, It. battello. Hence boa:tman, in Sc. 
bat(e)man (x1v-xv), boytman (xv1), bot(e)man 
(xv-xviii); cf. ON. bdtmadr. boa‘tswaIn 
bou'sn (denoted by Dryden’s sp. boson, 
which was preceded by boatsonne, and is 
now commonly bosun); late OE. bátswegen. 


bob! bab bunch, knob, knot (of hair). xiv. 
First recorded from north. texts in the 
sense ‘bunch or cluster of flowers, fruit, 
etc.’, which survives in north. dial.; used 
gen. later for various roundish objects, e.g. 
grub, larva (xv), knot or bunch of hair or 
the like (xvir). Hence bob vb. make into 
a bob, cut short, dock xvr; fish with a bob 
or bunch of worms xvii. Of unkn. origin. 


bob? bob A. (dial.) pummel, buffet, rap XIII; 
B. move with a jerk up or down or to and 
fro xiv (‘a litel toun, which that ycleped 
is Bobbe vp and doun’, Ch.); curtsy xvirr. 
prob. of symbolic origin ; cf. BUFFET’, Hence 
bob sb. (dial. blow, rap xvr; method of 
change-ringing xvit; curtsy XIX. (Cf. Tbobet 
blow with the fist xv.) 


bob? bob pet-form of the name Robert, 

perh. the source of various phr. in which it 
means ‘man’, as Cheapside bob (xviii), 
dry[wet bob one who devotes himself to 
land/river sports, light bob light infantry- 
man, and of bob (also formerly bobstick) 
shilling (x1x). Cf. BOBBY. 


bobbery bo:bori noisy disturbance. xix. 
Of Anglo-Indian origin acc. to the literary 
evidence (from 1816), and taken by Yule to 
repr. Hindi bàp re! O father! excl. of 
surprise or grief; but in gen. dial. use and 
recorded for East Anglia in 1825. 


bobbin bo-bin reel, spool. xvi. - F. bobine, 
tbobin, of unkn. origin. 


bobbish bo:bif (colloq.) brisk. xix (Scott). 
f, BOB®-}--ISH. 


bobby bo-bi dim. (see -v9) of Bob (Bon?), 
pet-form of Robert, used as a slang nick- 
name for a policeman, in allusion to Robert 
Peel, Home Secretary when the Metro- 
politan Police Act was passed in 1828. 


bobolink bo:baligk N. Amer. song-bird. 
XVIII. Fuller forms are boblinco(l)n, bob-a- 
lincum, imit. of the bird's note. Cf. laba- 
linkin (Purchas). €f Similar imit. names are 
katydid, mopoke, morepork, whippooruill. 


bobtail bo-bteil having the tail cut short 
xvi (implied in the vb. bobtail); as adj. 
(Sh.) and sb.; in tag rag and bobtail XVII. 
f. BoB! or bobbed pp., but the corr. uses of 
the simple bob are not recorded so early. 


bocardo bóka:idou A. (logic) mnemonic 
word repr. by the vowels the sth mood of 
the 3rd figure. B. Tprison, spec. that for- 
merly situated at the North Gate of Oxford. 
xvI. Fhe transference to sense B may have 
been a university joke. 


[103] 


BOCHE 
Boche bof (sl) German. xx. F. (sl.) 'bad 


lot’, ‘rascal’, ‘German’, held to be shorten- 
ing of tête (de) boche, in which boche is for 
caboche hard skull (see CABBAGE!). 


bock bok variety of German beer; glass of 
this. xiX. — F, bock —- G. bock, in full bock- 
‘bier, short for Eimbockbier, now Einbecker 
bier, f. Einbeck, Eimbeck, town in Hanover, 
Germany. 


bocking bokin coarse woollen drugget. 
xvii. f. name of Bocking, village in Essex, 
formerly renowned for the manufacture of 
baize. 


bode boud fannounce, proclaim OE.; be- 
token, portend xiv. OE. bodian (= OF ris. 
bodia), f. boda messenger = OF ris. boda, 
OS. bodo, OHG. boto (G. bote), ON. boói :— 
CGerm. (exc. Gothic) *budon, f. *bud-, 
weak grade of *beudan BID. 


bodega bódrgo wine-shop. xIx. Sp.: 
L. apothéca (whence also F. boutique Shop) 
— Gr. apothéké store (see APOTHECARY). 


bodge see Borcu?. 


bodice  bo:dis woman's body garment. 
XVI (earliest in Sc. use, bodeis and slevis). 
orig. bodies, pl. of BODY in the sense ‘part of 
a woman’s dress above the waist’, formerly 
often in a pair of bodies, i.e. stays, corsets. 
For the retention of the unvoiced pronunc. 
(s) of the pl. ending cf. dice, pence. 


bodkin bo-dkin tdagger xiv (Ch.); small 

pointed instrument xv ; long pin xvt; instru- 
ment with eyes for drawing tape, etc. XVHI. 
orig. boidekyn (three syll.), possibly of 
Celtic origin (cf. W. bidog, Gael. biodag 
dagger); -kin suggests a dim. formation; 
adopted in W. as bwdcin. ‘The phonetic 
development of the first syll. to bod- is 
obscure. 


bodle, boddie bo:dl (Sc.) copper coin 
(two pennies Scots). xvir. ‘Said to have 
been denominated from a mint-master of 
the name of Bothwell’ (Jamieson). 


body bo:di frame of an animal; main 
portion, trunk OE.; person xiu. OE. 
bodig str. n., corr. to OHG. potah str. m. 
(MHG. botich, mod. Bavarian dial. bottech 
body of a chemise), superseded in G. by 
leib (see LIFE) and kórper (-L. corpus); 
perh. an alien word in OE. and OHG. 
Bodyguard (xviii), tr. F. garde du corps. 
Hence bo:dy vb. provide with a body or 
shape. xv (Pecock). 


Beeotian biou'fən. xv. f. L. Bæõtia, Gr. 
Boiõtta, name of a district of ancient Greece 
proverbial for the stupidity of its inhabi- 
tants; see -IAN. 


Boer buo:  bou:a31 Dutch-descended S. 
African. x1x (earliest form boor). Du.; see 
BOOR. 


bog bog wet spongy land. xir. orig. Sc. 
- Gael. (and Ir.) bogach, f. bog soft (in 


BOIL 


comps. ‘bog’, as bogbhuine, bogluachair bul- 
rush) ; in early modEng. adopted from Irish 
(cf. bog-trotter wild Irishman xvii); the base 
is *bhugh- of Bow*. Hence bog vb. xvi. 
bo-ggy xv1; see -v!. 


bogey, bogy bou-gi person or thing much 
dreaded. XIX. orig. as proper name (Bogey 
and Old Bogey the Devil), presumably rel. 
to synon. fbog, north. dial. boggard, -art, 
Sc. bogle, north. Eng. boggle (all recorded 
from xvi), and further to BUuG!, but the 
connexions of the group are uncertain. 
Bogey, U.S. Bogie bowgi in golf, the 
number of strokes a good player may be 
supposed to need for each hole. xix. Said 
to be from an imaginary partner ‘Colonel 
Bogey'. 


boggle bo:gl start with fright (often of 
horses) xvr; demur, hesitate xvir. prob. f. 
dial. boggle (see BOGEY) as if orig. ‘to see a 
boggle or spectre’. 


bogie bou'gi (north. dial.) low truck on 
four wheels ; (hence gen.) revolving under- 
carriage. XIX. Of unkn. origin. 


bogle bou:gl see BoGEY. xvi (bogill, Dun- 
bar); its use by Burns, Scott, and Hogg 
brought it into Eng. literature. 


bogus bou'gəs (orig. U.S.) counterfeit, 

sham. XIX. Appears first in 1827 applied 
to an apparatus for coining false money; 
of unkn. origin. 


Bohairic bouharrik standard form of the 
Coptic language. x1x. f. Bohatrah, Arabic 
name of Lower Egypt, f. buhair lake; see 
-IC. 


bohea bouhi: finest kinds of black tea. 
xvii. — Fubkien Chinese Bu-;, local var. 
of Wu-i, name of hills in northern Fuhkien, 
whence black tea was first brought to 
England. 


Bohemian bouhi-mion gipsy xvit1; socially 
unconventional person XIX. f. Bohemia a 
state of Central Europe + -(1)AN; after 
F. bohémien gipsy (xv) orig. one who has 
passed through Bohemia, (later) in the 
transf. sense ‘vagabond’, ‘adventurer’, which 
was introduced into Eng. by Thackeray. 


bohunk bou'hank (U.S.) South-European 
of inferior class. xx. Of unkn. origin. 


boil! boil hard inflamed tumour. OE. byl 
and byle = OF ris. bele, beil, OS. büla (Du. 
bui), OHG. bula bladder (G. beule):- 
WGerm. *bülja, -jon, f. *bül- (cf. Goth. 
ufbauljan puff up, and Icel. beyla hump :- 
*baulj-). The normal repr. of the OE. 
forms is the gen. mod. dial. bile bail, which 
remained in literary Eng. till xviir (cf. ‘Bile, 
this is generally spelt boil; but, I think, less 
properly’, J.); the form boil dates from xv 
(in PPI. C. xxii 84 the M33. have Bules, 
Byles, Belis, and Boilus). 


boil? boil bubble up with heat. XIII 
— AN. boiller, OF. boillir (mod. bouillir) := 
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BOISTEROUS 


L. bullire bubble, boil, f. bulla bubble, 
BULL?2. Hence boil sb. xv. 


boisterous boi-staras fstout, stiff, bulky; 
violent and rough in manner. xvi. var. of 
tboisteous, later by-form of Tboistous, -uous 
(xir), of unkn. origin. @ The formally 
identical AN. bozstous, OF. boisteus (mod. 
boiteux) lame, does not give a suitable sense. 


bolas bou:los missile used by S. Amer. 
peoples consisting of balls or stones con- 
nected by cord. xix. Sp., Pg., pl. of bola 
ball, BULL?. 

bold bould stout-hearted OE.; audacious 
Xii (Orm). OE. bald (beald) = OS. bald, 
MDu. bout (Du. boud), OHG. bald (MHG. 
balt, surviving in G. adv. bald soon), ON. 
ballr dangerous, fatal:- CGerm. *balpaz 
(repr. in Gothic by balpei boldness, balbata 
boldly, balpjan venture, with which cf. OE. 
bieldan encourage); perh. pp. formation 
(IE. *-£os) on the base *bhel- swell. 


bole! boul tree trunk. xiv. - ON. bolr; 


cf. MHG. bole (G. bohle) plank; poss. rel. 
to BALK. 


bole? boul kind of compact clay. xir. 
-late L. bolus; see BoLUs. First in bole 
armeniac or armoniac astringent earth 
brought from Armenia. 


bolection boule'kfon (archit.) moulding pro- 
jecting from the face of a work. xvii. Other 
forms are ba-, be-, bilection; of unkn. origin. 


bolero bélea-rou lively dance xviii; short 
jacket xix. Sp., presumably f. bola ball. 


boletus bouli-tes genus of fungi. xvir. 
L. + Gr. bélités, perh. f. bólos lump, BoLus. 


bolide bo-laid large meteor. xix. - F. 
bolide = L. bolid-, bolis ~ Gr. bolís missile, 
f. *bol- *bel- *bl- throw (cf. BALLISTA). 


boll! boul Tvesicle, bubble xii; rounded 
seed-vessel xv. - MDu. bolle Du. bol 
(gen.) round object, introduced in con- 
nexion with the medicinal use of poppy- 
heads and flax-cultivation (cf. Du. bolzaad 


poppy-seed, flax-knop); corr. to OE. bolla 
BOWL}. 


boll? boul (north. Eng. and Sc.) measure 
of capacity for grain, etc. xiv ~= ON. bolli 
(cf. blótbolli sacrificial bowl) = OE. bolla 
BOWL? (cf. prec.). 


Bollandist bo-londist any of the compilers 
of the “Acta Sanctorum’. XVII. f. name of 
Jean Bolland, Belgian Jesuit who carried on 
the work from 1629 onwards ; see -IST. 


bollard bo-lo:d (naut.) post in a ship, etc. 
XIV (in Sandahl). Perh. f. ON. bolr Bore! 4- 
-ard -ARD. Q Not recorded xv-xviii. 


Bolshevik bo-lfivik. 1917. = Russ. Bol- 
shevik, f. ból'she, compar. of bol'shóy big; 
first applied to the section favouring a 
maximum socialist programme at the 
Second Congress of the Russian Social 
Democratic Party in 1903, later interpreted 


BOMBAST 


as denoting the section which formed the 
majority ; cf. MENSHEVIK. 


bolster bou-lstar long stuffed pillow OE.; 
in many techn. uses from xvi. OE. bolster 
cushion = (M)Du. bolster, OHG. bolstar 
(G. polster), ON. bolstr :- Germ. *bolstraz, 
perh. for *bolxstraz, f. *bolz- *belz- swell 
(cf. BELLY, etc.). Hence boster vb. 
(chiefly fig.) prop up xvt; cf. OE. gebolstrod 
supported on pillows. 


bolt! boult stout arrow OE. ; stout pin for 
fastening XIN (in Sandahl); (from LG.) 
bundle xv. OE. bolt arrow = MLG. bolte, 
-en bolt, fetter, piece of rolled-up linen, 
(M)Du. bout bolt, leg or quarter (of a beast), 
OHG. bolz (G. bolzen) arrow, bolt for a 
door, of unkn. origin; Lith. baldas ‘tongs’ 
has been compared. Hence bolt vb. (in 
many and various uses derived ult. from the 
two main senses of the sb. ‘missile’ and 
‘fastening’) spring, dart, break away XIII; 
fasten with a bolt xvi; whence a secondary 
sb. bolt tstart xvi; act of bolting or breaking 
away XIX. bolt adv. ‘as straight as a bolt’, 
as in bolt UPRIGHT. XIV (Ch.). 


bolt?, boult boult sift. xim (bulltedd pp., 
Orm). - OF. bulter (mod. bluter), earlier 
buleter, presumably for *bureter (cf. buretel, 
mod. bluteau sieve) = It. burattare ; of unkn. 
origin. The sp. bolt has arisen by assoc. 


with prec. (Survives in the surname 
Boulter.) 
boltel, bowtel bou:-(l)tal (archit.) plain 


round moulding. xv. Of unkn. origin. 


bolter bo-ltez clog, clot (esp. in pp.). xvrt. 
chiefly midl. dial.; also baulter (xv11), mod. 
bawter, bolter; in Sh. ‘Macbeth’ Iv i 123 
blood-bolter'd matted with blood; perh. 
frequent. f. BALL. 


bolus bou'ləs large pill. xvi. - medL. 
bõlus = Gr. bôlos clod, lump of earth. Cf. 
HOLUS BOLUS. 


bomb bom, (formerly) bam hollow explo- 
sive projectile. xvir. —- F. bombe — It. bomba, 
prob. f. L. bombus — Gr. bómbos booming, 
humming, of imit. origin. Hence (or = F.) 
bomb vb. xvi. So bombard bə'm-, 
ba‘mbéid early kind of cannon XVI; 
Tleather jug xvii (Sh.); mortar-carrying 
vessel xviir. — (O)F. bombarde, medL. bom- 
barda, prob. f. L. bombus BoMB. bombard 
bomba:id vb. xv. - F. bombarder; hence 
bomba: rdwENT. xvi. | bombardir:R 
Tartilleryman Xv1; non-commissioned officer 
of artillery xix. = F 


bombasine bəmbəzi'n ‘cotton; twilled 
dress-material of silk and worsted. xvI. 
— (O)F. bombasin — medL. bombacinum, for 
bombycinum (Isidore), n. of bombycinus 
(Pliny), f. bombyc-, -byx —- Gr. bómbux silk- 
worm, silk; see -IN&. 


bombast bo:mbzst, (formerly) ba*mbest 
Tcotton-wool, esp. as used for padding; 
turgid language. xvI. var., with parasitic t, 
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BOMBINATE 


of Tbombace — OF. bombace ~- medL. bom- 
bacem, -bax, alteration of L. bombyx silk 
(see prec.). The pp. bombast of the derived 
vb. was formerly used in the sense ‘bom- 
bastic’ (xvir, Sh. ‘Othello’ 1 1 13). Hence 
bombastic XVIII, -ICAL XVII. 


bombinate ba-mbineit make a buzzing 
noise. xiX, f. pp. stem of late L. bombindre, 
medL. also bombilàre (cf. bombus buzzing, 
bombire buzz); used chiefly in echoes of 
Rabelais’ ‘chimera in vacuo bombinans’. 
So bombina:TION. x1x (cf. Sir T. Browne’s 
bombilation, 1646). 

bona fide bou: no fardi genuine(ly). xvi 
(as adj. xvIII). L., ‘with good faith’, abl. of 
bona fidés (see BONNE, BENE-, FAITH). 


bonanza  bonze:nzo (U.S.) good luck, 
prosperity. XIX. — Sp. bonanza fair weather, 
prosperity = (O)F. bonace, -asse, Cat., Pr. 
bonansa, lt. bonaccia :- Rom. *bonacia, f. 
L. bonus good, after L. malacia (analvsed 
as if containing malus bad) - Gr. malakíá 
softness, f. malahkós soft. 


bona-roba bona ro:ba (arch.) fine wench. 
xvi (Sh.). - It. buonaroba ‘as we say good 
stuffe, that is a good wholesome plum- 
cheeked wench' (Florio), f. buona good, 
roba dress, stuff, gear. 


bonbon bo:nbon sweetmeat. xix. -F. 
bonbon lit. ‘good-good’ (see BONNE); cf. 
GOODY. 

bond! bond fetter; band; binding force 
XIII; covenant XIV; deed binding a person 
to pay money XVI; debenture xvii (cf. F. 
bon). var. of BAND!, and at first interchange- 
able with it, but later restricted in ordinary 
prose use to the sense 'binding agreement'. 


bond? bond in bondage or servitude. xiv 
(R. Mannyng). adj. use of ME. bonde, late 
OE. bonda =- ON. bóndi occupier and tiller 
of the soil, husbandman, HUSBAND, for 
bóandi, sb. use of prp. of East Norse bóa — 
OlIcel. bua, f. *bü- (see BOWER‘). Forming 
permanent comps. in bondmaid, -maiden 
(xvi), -man (XIII; cf. AL. bondemannus x1), 
bondservant, -slave (xvi), bondwoman (xiv, 
Trevisa), which are assoc. in sense with 
BOND}. 

bonduc bo:ndak (nut of) tropical shrub 
called also nicker. xvul. — F. bonduc — Arab. 
bunduq — Pers. bundüg (see BUNDOOK). 


bone! boun any of the parts of a vertebrate 

skeleton. OE. bán = OFris, OS. ben 
(MDu., LG. been), OHG. (G.) bein, ON. 
bein :- CGerm. (exc. Goth.) *bainam, of 
which no further cogns. are recognized 
(contrast arm, eye, foot, heart, knee, nail, 
tooth). 'lhe continental langs. have also 
the spec. sense of ‘shank’, ‘leg’, for which 
OE. had séeanca SHANK, which was partly 
superseded by LEG (of Scand. origin). 
Hence bone vb. xv. bo ny xvi; see -v'. 


bone? boun (sl) lay hold of, seize. xix 
(Vaux). Of unkn. origin ; perh. f. BONE!, as 
if with ref. to a dog seizing a bone. 


BOODLE 


boneen boni:n (Anglo-Ir.) young pig. xix. 
— lr. banabhín sucking-pig, f. banbh---Íín 
' -EEN?, 

bonfire bo:nfaioi Tfire of bones xiv ; open- 
air fire in celebration or as a display xv. 
f. BONE!4-FIRE. In the north. ‘Catholicon 
Anglicum’ (1483) banefyre is glossed by L. 
‘ignis ossium’ ; descriptions of and allusions 
to fires of bones occur xv-xvit, and locally 
old bones were collected and stored for the 
purpose down to c. 1800. 


bonhomie  bo:nómi good nature. XVIII 
(Walpole). =~ F., f. bonhomme ‘good man’ 
(L. bonus, homé), good-natured fellow. 


Boniface  bo:nifeis. xix. Name of the 
jovial innkeeper in Farquhar’s “he Beaux 
Stratagem’, 1707, taken as a generic proper 
name of innkeepers. 


bonito boni-tou striped tunny. xvi 
(Hakluyt). Early forms also -eto, -eta - Sp. 
bonito, of unkn. origin. 


bonne bon, formerly ban French nurse- 
maid. xvii. — F., fem. of bon :—L. bonus 
good. 


bonnet bo:nit head-dress; various techn. 
uses. XIV. — OF. bonet (mod. bonnet), short 
for chapel de bonet hat made of ‘bonet’, in 
medL. bonetus, -um, of unkn. origin. 


bonny bo'ni comely, fine. xv (bonie, bony). 
orig., and still in vernacular use, Sc. and 
north. Eng.; of doubtful origin, perh. to be 
referred to OF. bon, fem. bone good. 


bonny-clabber  bo:nikle'bor  (Anglo-Ir.) 
clotted milk. xvr (B. Jonson). — Ir. bainne 
clabair (bainne milk, clabair thick sour milk). 


bonspiel bə'nspīil (Sc.) tmatch, contest; 
curling match. xvi. prob. of LG. origin; 
cf. WFlem. bonespel child's game. 


bontebok boa:ntibok S. African antelope. 
XVIII. Afrikaans, f. bont pied+bok BUCK!. 


bonus bou'nəs addition to normal pay. 
XVIII. prob. joc. or ignorant application of 
L. bonus m., for bonum n. good thing. (Cf. 
circus and thieves’ sl. bono for ‘good’.) 


bonze bonz Buddhist priest in Japan, 
etc, XVI. = F. bonze or Pg. bonzo (modL. 
bonzus, bonzius), prob. — Jap. bonz6 or bonzi 
- Chinese fan seng religious person, or Jap. 
bo-zi - Chinese fa-sze teacher of the law. 
Early forms in Eng. works are bonso, bonz: 
pl., boze. 


boo bū (dial.) lowing, as of a cow; utter- 
ance of ‘boo’ in derision; also as vb. XIX. 
imit. 

booby bū'bi silly fellow; gannet. xvir. 
prob. (with -v9)- Sp. bobo (used in both 
senses) :- L. balbu-s staramering, stuttering 
(ult. imit.. Connexion with MHG. buobe 
(G. bube boy, lad, knave), MDu. boeve (Du. 
boef rogue, knave) seems to be impossible. 


boodle bü:di (U.S.) counterfeit money; 
money, esp. acquired or spent improperly ; 
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BOOHOO 


BO-PEEP 








the whole boodle, the whole lot or number. 
XIX. = Du. boedel the whole of one’s pos- 
sessions (de heele boel), disorderly mass, 
corr. to OFris. bódel moveable goods, LG. 
bódel (de ganse bódel). Cf. CABOODLE. 


boohoo buhü- imit. of loud laughter or 
weeping. XIX. (An isolated ex. of bo ho is 
in Skelton's 'Replycacion'.) 


book buk written document or record; 
written or printed literary composition; 
the Book, the divine writings (cf. OE. on 
Godes bocum, Cristes béc); main division of 
a work xi11; volume of accounts, notes, etc. 
XV. OE. boc fem., pl. béc, corr. to OFris., 
OS. bök fem. and n. (Du. boek), OHG. buoh 
mostly n., pl. buoh fem. (G. buch), ON. bók, 
pl. bekr fem. :- Germ. *bóhs, pl. *bókiz 
(the stem is repr. in Goth. by bóka fem. 
letter of the alphabet, a writing, pl. bokós 
book, letter); usu. taken to be a deriv. of 
*bdkd BEECH, the wood of the tree being the 
material of the tablets on which runes were 
inscribed (cf. ‘Barbara fraxineis pingatur 
runa tabellis, Venantius Fortunatus, VI, 
and the use of the pl. in the phr. Goth. 
gakunnan ana békum, OHG. lesan ana 


buohhum, ON. rita d bókum). 


bookie bu:ki. xix. (sl.) f. first syll. of book- 
maker maker of a betting-book + -IE, -y®. 


boom! būm give out a deep humming 
note XV (bombe, bumbe, bumme); sail with 
great speed xvil. ult. imit. (cf. BOMB); 
perh. orig. - Du. bommen. Hence boom sb. 
XVI. 


boom? bim (naut. long spar; floating 
timber barrier. xvr (Sc. bouwmne) -— Du. 
boom tree, pole, BEAM. 


boom? büm (orig. U.S.) sudden activity 

in commerce. XIX. prob. application of 
BOOM!, with ref. to the notion of a ship 
booming along. Also as vb. 


boomerang bü:morer Australian missile. 
x1Ix. Native name (wo-mur-rdng is recorded 
as a Port Jackson word, bémarin as Kami- 
laroi). 


boon! būn Tprayer, request; thing prayed 
for; favour xi1; benefit, blessing xvin. 
—- ON. bón (Sw., Da. bón) :- Germ. *boniz, 
whence also OE. bén BENE: ult. relations 


doubtful. 


boon? bün good, gracious XIV; surviving 
in boon companion (xvi) in the sense ‘jolly’, 
‘convivial’, ~ (O)F. bon :— L. bonus (cf. BENE 
ESSE). In early use freq. in partly anglicized 
F. phr., e.g. bone chere, bon sire, bone order, 
bon voiage, bone fortune. 


boor buər husbandman xv; Dutch or 
German peasant xVI (Dutch colonist, BOER 
XIX) ; rustic, clownish fellow xvi. —- LG. bür 
or Du. boer (which was adopted from a 
dialect that preserved the old ü-sound); 
the word is repr. in Germ. by OE. gebür 
(also néahgebittr NEIGHBOUR), MDu. ghebuer, 
buer (Du. buur neighbour), MLG. (ge)bür, 


OHG. gibir, gibiiro (G. bauer) x WGerm. 
*otbür-,f. *z1- v- 4- *büram dwelling, Bowzn!, 
the orig. meaning being, therefore, ‘fellow- 
occupier of a dwelling’, hence ‘neighbour’, 
and finally by assoc. with *bu- cultivate, 
‘peasant, rustic. Q Du. distinguishes boer 
peasant, farmer, buur neighbour, bouwer 
builder; in G. bauer the words meaning 
‘builder’ and ‘rustic’ have coalesced. Hence 
boo-rish xv1; see -1sH! and cf. Du. boersch. 


boost büst (U.S.) hoist up, assist over 
obstacles, give a lift to, ‘puff’. xix (defined 
as ‘raise up, lift up, exalt’? in 1815). Of 
unkn. origin. 


boot! bit (arch.) advantage (in phr. to boot 
Tto advantage, in addition) ; Tmaking good, 
repair, remedy, amends. OE. bét — OFris. 
bóte, OS. bóta, (M)Du. boete, OHG. buoza 
(G. busse), ON. bót, Goth. bota ~~ CGerm. 
*b6td remedy, advantage, f. *bdt- *bat- 
(see BETTER, BEST). Hence boot vb. profit, 
avail. xiv. boo‘tLess irremediable (OE. 
bétléas = OF ris. botelas, botlos, ON. bóta- 
lauss) ; useless XVI. 


boot? bat A. covering for the foot and 
(lower part of) the leg xiv; B. Tspace for 
attendants on the outside of a coach XVII; 
receptacle for luggage on a coach xvii. ME. 
bote — ON. bóti or its source, OF. bote (mod. 
botte) = Pr. bota; in AL. bota (XII), botta; 
of unkn. origin. The senses under B appear 
to derive from modF. (Identity with F. 
botte butt, cask, leathern vessel (xv) cannot 
be entertained on account of the discrepancy 
of form and date.) W. botasen, Gael. bot 
are from Eng. or F. Boot and saddle (xvi1), 
order for cavalry to mount; alteration, by 
partial translation, of tboutesel, thot et sel 
-= F. boute-selle fput-saddle' (see Burtt’). 
Hence boo:tle:gger (orig. U.S.) one who 
carries (illicit) liquor in his boot-legs. XIX. 

booth büó temporary dwelling; covered 
stall. xir (Orm). ME. bóp (cf. AL. botha, 
bothus x11) ~ OEast Norse *bod (Sw., Da. 
bod stall, shop) — Olcel. bu dwelling, f. 
East Norse béa = Olcel. biia dwell (see 
BOWER}), 


booty bia-ti plunder. xv. First recorded 
from Caxton, who has botye, buty, beside 
butyn, butin (which was current in Eng. 
XV-XVIII). = (O)F. butin (cf. Sp. botin, It. 
bottino) = MLG. būte, buite exchange, dis- 
tribution (whence G, beute), rel. to ON. 
býta deal out, exchange, of doubtful origin. 


booze, boose būz (sl. or colloq.) drink. 
xii. ME. bous sb., bouse vb. (each recorded 
once); these gave normally bouse baus, and 
bouse bauz (cf. Browning’s rhyming of 
bowsed with caroused and drowzed); but this 
pronunc. appears to have been gen. arrested 
by re-adoption in xvi (Skelton, Harman) 
of the orig. etymon, MDu. busen (Du. 
buizen) drink to excess. 


bo-peep bouprp game played by peeping 
from behind a hiding-place and crying bo! 
XVI. f. BO int. PEEP! 
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BORAGE 


borage boa-rid3, ba-rid3 genus of plants,,;Bo- 
rago. XIII. — (O)F. bourrache = Pr. borraga, 
It. borragine, Sp. borraja, Pg. borragem 
-medL. bor(r)égo, -dgin-, perh. - Arab. 
abu ‘drag ‘father of sweat’, the Arabian 
physicians using the plant as a diaphoretic. 
Cf. G. bor(r)etsch. 


borax bd:réks biborate of sodium. xiv 
(boras, Ch.; borace; borax, after medL., 
from xvi). - OF. boras - medL. borax (so 
modF.; in Sp. borrax, It. borrace) - Arab. 
büraq ~ Pers. bürah. So boracic bóre'sik. 
XIX. f. borac-, stem of medL. borax. 


Bordeaux boidou:. xvi (in earliest use Sc., 
of skins and wine). Formerly b(o)urdeaux, 
burdeous - OF. b(o)urdeaux, appellative use 
of the name of a city in S. France :- Burdi- 
galis, f. L. Burdigala, chief town of the 
Bituriges Vivisci, a people of Gallia Aqui- 
tania. 


border  bó-ido:r edge, boundary. xiv 
(bordure, Ch.). - OF. bordure, earlier bor- 
deure, corr. to Pr., Sp. bordadura, lt. borda- 
tura - CRom. deriv. of *bordàáre (F. border, 
etc.), f. *bordus; see BOARD, -URE. ‘The 
suffix -ure was weakened to -er as in BRACER ; 
but the orig. form is retained in techn. use 
(e.g. her.). Hence border vb. xrv. bo'r- 
derer dweller on the borders of a country 
xv (in earliest use Sc.); see -ER?. 


bore! boar pierce. OE. borian = MLG., 
MDu. boren, OHG. borón (G. bohren), ON. 
bora :- CGerm. (exc. Goth.) *boron, f. 
*boraz (whence OE., ON. borr auger, 
gimlet); the IE. base *bhor-, *bhr- is repr. 
by L. foráre pierce, Gr. pháros plough, 
ploughing, phdrynx PHARYNX. Hence bore 
sb. XIV; in earliest use prob. - ON. bora 
bore-hole == OHG. boro auger :- Germ. 
*boron. 


bore? booi extraordinary tidal wave. xvit. 
The absence of earlier evidence makes the 
origin very doubtful, but deriv. from ON. 
bdra wave, billow, is appropriate for form 
and meaning. 


bore? boor Tennui; Tannoyance, nuisance ; 
tiresome thing xvii; (early U.S.) hoax; 
tiresome person XIX. Of unkn. origin ; some 
of the earliest exx. (1766, 1767, 1768) make 
reference to French bore (connoting dullness 
or lack of interest), which has not been 
explained. 


boreal  bó'riodl northern. xv. -(O)F. 

boréal or late L.. borealis, f. L. boreás — Gr. 
boréds north wind; see -AL. Cf. AURORA 
BOREALIS. 


borecole  boo:ikoul variety of cabbage. 
XVIII. — Du. boerenkool ‘peasants’ cabbage’, 
f. boer BooR-+- kool COLE. 


boreen borin (Anglo~Ir.) lane. xix. -Ir. 
béithrin dim. of bóthar bohor road; see 
-EEN?, 


born, borne bdin var. forms of the pp. 
(OE. boren) of BEAR’, differentiated since 


BOSS 


c. 1600; born is now no longer assoc. with 
bear, the phr. to be born being an indepen- 
dent intr. vb. equiv. to F. naitre, L. ndsci; 
borne is retained in literary use for ‘carried’, 
‘endured’. 


boron bəxrən (chem.) non-metallic ele- 
ment, extracted from borax and resembling 
carbon in some of its properties. XIX (Davy). 
f. BOR|Ax+-on of CARBON. 


borough bara tfortress; town (orig. 
fortified) OE.; town of a certain (political) 
status xvi. OK. burg, burh — OFris. burch, 
OS. burg (MDu. burch, Du. burg; see 
BURGOMASTER), OHG. burug (G. burg), ON. 
borg, Goth. baurgs :- CGerm. *burgs, str. 
fem. (hence medL. and Rom. burgus; see 
BOURG), rel. to *bergan protect, shelter (cf. 
BORROW, BURY). The sense of ‘town’, ‘civil 
community’ may have been developed in 
early Germ., but in German and the Scand. 
langs. the word is recorded chiefly in the 
sense ‘fortress’, ‘castle’. The OE. dative sg. 
byrig (early ME. büri, biri, beri) is preserved 
in place-names ending in -bury beri, and in 
Bury beri. 


borrow bo'rou take on pledge or credit. 
OE. borgian = OF ris. borgia, MLG., MDu. 
borgen, OHG. borgén (G. borgen), f. Germ. 
*borg-, whence OE., OFris., OS. borg, 
MHG. bore pledge, rel. to OE. beorgan = 
OS., OHG. bergan (Du., G. bergen), ON. 
bjarga, Goth. bairgan :- Germ. *bergan (see 
prec.). 

OE. borg survived in Sc. legal use; it was 
continued in ME. in the phr. to borrow (e.g. 
seint John to borwe, Ch.) orig. in appealing 
to God or a saint ‘as security’ for one’s 
honour, hence as a mere asseveration. 


borzoi b3-1zoi Russian wolf-hound. xix. 
— Russ. bórzyj swift (the Russ. word for the 
dog 1s borzdja). 


bosh bof nonsense. xix. - Turk. bosh 

empty, worthless ; gained currency from 
its frequent use in James Justinian Morier’s 
novel ‘Ayesha’, 1834. 


bosky bo'ski (arch.) grown with bushes or 
thickets. xvi. f. bosk (ME. xim-xiv, but 
in mod. literary use a back-formation from 
bosky), var. of busk, BUSH! J- - v3. 


bosom bu‘zam breast. OE. bósm = OFris. 

bosm, OS. bósom (Du. boezem), OHG. 
buosam (G.  busen):- WGerm.  *bosm-, 
perh. for *bóxsm-, f. *bóz- (see BOUGH), the 
primary meaning being the space embraced 
by the arms (cf. fathom). 


boss! bos protuberance, round prominence. 
xul. ME. boce, bose, boos (the earliest 
recorded sense is ‘hump’) — OF. boce (mod. 
bosse) = Pr. bosa, It. bozza, boccia (whence 
Sp. bocha):- Rom. *bokja or *botja, of 
unkn. origin. 


boss? bos (orig. U.S.) master, employer. 
XIX (W. Irving). - Du. baas master, gen. 
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BOSTON 


held to be rel. to OHG. basa aunt (G. base 
aunt, niece), of unkn. origin. 


boston bo:stan card-game allied to whist. 
xIx (Boston whist, 1805). — F. boston, said to 
be named from the siege of Boston (Massa- 
chusetts, U.S.A.) in the American War of 
Independence, to which the technical terms 
of the game refer; but other accounts are 
given. 


bosun bou'sn see BOATSWAIN. 


bot(t) bot parasitic worm or maggot. XV. 
prob. of LDu. origin and introduced as:a 
farming term; cf. Du. bot, WFris. botten 
(pl), WFlem. botse, NFris. galboten liver- 
worm, WFris. botgalle disease caused by 
these; further relations unkn. 


botanic bdtenik pert. to the study of 
plants. xvir. = F. botanique, or its source, 
late L. botanicus — Gr. botanikós, f. botdné 
plant; see -1c. So botanical. xvir. Hence 
botany bo-teni the scientific study of 
plants xvii; on the analogy of astronomic, 
astronomy; see -Y?. bo:tanrzk collect or 
study plants. xvin. - modL. botanizáre 
— Gr. botanízein gather plants. bo-tantsT. 
xvi. — EF. 


botargo  boutàá:igou relish of mullet or 
tunny roe. xVvI (botarge; Capt. Smith has 
buttargo and puttargo, 1616). — It. botargo, 
botarga (now bottarga) — Arab. butarkhah 
preserved mullet roe ~ Coptic outarakhon, 
f. ou- indef. article +Gr. tarikhion pickle. 


botch! bətf thump, tumour, boil; plague 
of boils, etc. xrv (PPL, Wyclif, Trevisa). 
—- ONF. boche, var. of OF. boce Boss’. 


botch? bətf put a patch on (now, clumsily) 

xiv (Wycl. Bible); fig. xvi. Of unkn. origin; 
poss. transf. use of BOTCH!, or rel. obscurely 
to synon. dial. bodge (xv1). 


both boup the one and the other. xi 
(bape, Orm). ME. bàápe, bópe (g. bápre, 
bàper, bother) - ON. bdüir m., bdüar fem., 
báði and bæði n. = OF ris. be(i)the, be(i)de, 
OS. bédia m., fem., béüiu n., OHG. bede, 

beide m., bédo, beido fem., bédiu n. (G. beide) ; 
extended form of the base found in OE. 
bégen m., bà, bü fem. and n. (ME. bere-n, bó), 
Goth. dai m., 6d n., and as the second el. of 
L. ambō, OS1. (Russ.) oba, Skr. ubhdu, Av. 
uva both. Also adv. (conj) xu (Peter- 
borough Chron.) It is doubtful how far 
rare late OE. bd pd both the (corr. to Goth. 
bá pó n.) contributed to the establishment 
of this word. 


bother boo: (dial) bewilder, confuse; 
pester, worry. XVIII (also bodder, Swift). 
First recorded from the writings of Irish- 
men (T. Sheridan, Swift, Sterne), and 
doubtless of Anglo-Ir. origin, but no 
plausible Ir. source can be adduced; poss. 
an Ir. pronunc. of poTHEeR. Hence bo-ther 
sb. xix. (For sb. and vb. there is a local 
sense ‘humbug’, ‘blarney’.) bothera:TIon. 
xix (boderation, Southey), 


BOUGH 


bothy, bothie bo-pi hut, cottage. XVIII 
(Pennant). rel. obscurely to Ir., Gael. both, 
bothan, perh. cogn. with BOOTH. 


bo-tree  boutri pipal tree. xix. repr. 
Sinhalese bogaha, f. bo (= Pali, Skr. bodhi 
perfect knowledge), more fully bodhitarū 
(taru tree) + gaha tree; under such a tree 
Gautama attained the enlightenment which 
constituted him the Buddha. 


botryo- bo'triou comb. form of Gr. bótrus 
bunch of grapes. 


bottle! bo'tl narrow-necked vessel for 
liquids. xiv (Wyclif). - OF. botele, botaille 
(mod. bouteille), whence Sp. botella, It. 
bottiglia :- medL. butticula, dim. of late L. 
buttis BUTT?. 


bottie? bo:tl bundle of hay, etc. xiv (Ch.). 
— OF. botel, dim. of botte bundle - MLG., 
MDu. bote bundle of flax, prob. f. Germ., 
*but- strike (cf. BUTT"). 


bottom bo:tm A. lowest surface or part 
OE. ; valley, dell (surviving in place-names); 
foundation xv; B. keel of ship, hull xvi. 
OE. botm (bobm) = OS. bodom (Du. bodem), 
corr. with variation of suffix (cf. OE. bytme, 
bypme, bypne bottom, keel) to ON. botn, 
and parallel to OE. bodan, corr. to OHG. 
bodam (G. boden ground, earth) :- Germ. 
*bubm-, *bupn-:—- IE. *bhudhm(e)n-, f. 
*bhudh- (also *bhundh-), whence also L. 
fundus, Gr. puthmén (:— *phuthmén), OlIr., 
Gael. bond, bonn, W. bon, Skr. budhndás, the 
orig. sense being ‘foundation’, ‘base’, 
B is from Du. 


Sense 


bottomry  bo:tomri borrowing on the 
security of a ship. xvt. - Du. bodemerij 
(also bomerij ; cf. bummary, Pepys), f. bodem 
BOTTOM in the sense ‘ship’s hull, ship’; see 
-RY. 


botulism bo-tjulizm poisoning from eating 
decomposed foods (the bacillus is Bacillus 
botulinus). xix. f. L. botulus sausage (cf. 
BOWEL) + -ISM, after G. botulismus. 


boucherize bi-faraiz impregnate timber 
with copper sulphate. xix. f. name of 
Boucherie, French chemist -+ -IZE. 


boudoir  bü:dwà:i lady’s private room. 

xviir (Chesterfield). =F. boudoir prop. 
‘place to sulk in’, f. bouder pout, sulk, of 
imit. origin ; see -OIR. 


bougainvillea  bügeinvilio, -vil:oó genus 
of tropical plants. xix. f. name of Louis 
Antoine de Bougainville, French navigator 
(1729-1811). 

bough bau Tshouider; f(Sc.) limb; limb 
of a tree. OE. bog, bóh = MLG. bóch, büch 
(LG. boog), MDu. boech (Du. boeg shoulders, 
chest of a horse, bows of a ship), OHG. 
buog shoulder, forearm (G. bug horse's 
hock or point of shoulder, bow of a ship), 
ON. bógr shoulder :- CGerm. (exc. Gothic) 
*bozuz + IE. *bhadghus, repr. also by Gr. 
pdakhus, pékhus (:= *phdkhus) forearm, cubit, 
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BOUGIE 


Skr. bdhus arm, forearm, forefoot. The basic 
meaning is unkn.; the sense ‘limb of a tree’ is 
a purely Eng. development. See also now’. 


bougie bü:3i wax candle. xvir. - (O)F. 
bougie (orig. the wax itself, as in chandeles 
de bougie), f. name of a town Bougie (Arab. 
Bujtyah) in Algeria, where a trade in wax 
was carried on; so Sp., It. bugia. 


bouillabaisse bijabei‘s dish of stewed 
fish. xix. F. - modProv. bouiabaisso. 


bouilli būü'ji boiled or stewed meat. xvit 
(buollie, Butler’s ‘Hudibras’). = F. bouill, 
sb. use of pp. of bouillir BO1L?; cf. BULLY?. 


bouillon bū'jô broth. xvin. F., f. bouillir 
BOIL?. 


boulder bou-ldar large rounded water- 
worn stone. XIII. First in ‘Havelok’ 1. 1790 
as bulder ston, of Scand. origin; cf. Sw. dial, 
bullersten, buldurstajn; perh. orig. a stone 
that causes a rumbling noise in water (cf. 
Sw. buller sb., bullra vb. rumble). 

boule see BUHL. 

boulevard bal(i)vaz, -vard broad tree- 
lined walk. xvin. - F. boulevard (whence 
It. baluardo, Sp. baluarte), Tboullewerc - G. 
bollwerk BULWARK; orig. applied to a 
promenade laid out on the horizontal 
portion of a rampart in a demolished 
fortification. 


bounce bauns First in the vb. (bunsen 
Tbeat, thump xii); the application to loud 
explosive noise, blustering, and bounding 
hke a ball appears in vb., sb., and int. in 
early xv1; possibly of LDu. origin (cf. LG. 
bunsen beat, thwack, Du. dons thump, which 
are, however, not recorded early), but perh. 
of independent imit. origin. 


bound! baund flandmark x11; boundary; 
pl. territory; limit of action xiv. -AN. 
bounde, OF. bun(n)e, bone, bunde, bonde, 
earlier bodne :~ medL. bodina, earlier butina, 
of unkn. origin. Cf. BoURN. Hence bound 
vb. Tlimit xiv; form the boundary of xvi. 
bound Less. XVI. 


bound? baund tready xur (Orm); pre- 
pared to go, destined xiv. ME. bün, boun 
~ ON. biiinn, pp. of bua prepare (cf. Boor, 
BOWER?) ; the final d of bound (xv1) may be 
purely phonetic, as in SOUND’, but is prob. 
in part due to assoc. with BOUND*. 


bound? baund shortened form of BOUNDEN ; 
in the senses ‘obliged’, ‘fated, destined’, 
(U.S.) ‘determined’, functioning as an adj. 
XIV. 

bound! baund +trebound; spring upwards. 
xvi (Sh.). -(O)F. bondir resound, (later) 
rebound — Pr. bondir :- Rom. *bombitire, 
for late L. bombitdre, var. of bombildre (see 
BOMBINATE). So bound sb. xvi. — F. bond, 
f. bondir. 

boundary baundori limiting line. xvi 
(Bacon). Alteration of (dial.) bounder (xv1), 
f. bound vb. (see BOUND!) 4- -ER! ; perh. after 
limitary. 


BOUT 


bounden bau'ndn pp. (OE. bunden) of 
BIND, formerly used in various senses of 
the vb., in mod. times mainly in the sense 
‘beholden, indebted? (xvr), and in echoes 
of the phr. bounden duty (XVI). 


bounder bau'ndəs (sl.) A. tfour-wheeled 
dog-cart or trap; B. ill-bred fellow. XIX. 
f. BOUND- -ER!; in À. with ref. to springi- 
ness; in B perh. assoc. with bounce and 
bumptious. 


bounteous bau'ntiəs generously liberal. 
xiv (Ch.). Late ME. bountevous (later 
bounteous XV), f. OF. bontif, -ive benevolent 
(f. bonté BOUNTY), after plentevous PLENTE- 
OUS. 


bounty bau:nti Tgoodness, excellence; gra- 
cious liberality XI; gift, gratuity XVII. 
— (OJF. bonté :— L. bonitátem, f£. bonus good 
(cf. BOON?) ; see -Tv. Hence bou:ntiful xvi; 
see -FUL!, 


bouquet bukei nosegay xVIII; aroma of 
wine XIX. = F. bouquet (earlier, clump of 
trees), f. dial. var. of OF. bos, bois wood 
(cf. BUSH"); see -ET. 


bourdon bua-idean fundersong xiv; (from 
mod F.) bass stop in an organ xix.- (O)F. 
bourdon drone = Sp. bordon, 1t. bordone :- 
Rom. *burdó(n-), of imit. origin. 


bourg  buoig, | bër (hist) town. xv. 
-(O)F. bourg — Pr. borc, Sp. burgo, It. 
borgo :- medL. burgus BoROoUGH. 


bourgeois! buo:;wa French citizen of 
the trading middle class. xvi. —(O)F. 
bourgeois, earlier burgeis; see BURGESS; adj. 
xviir (Walpole). 

bourgeois? b3idzois (typogr.) size of 
type between long primer and brevier, 
xix. Conjectured to be f. the name of a 
printer; but perh. referring to its inter- 
mediate size. 


bourn! bueim, bosin boundary, bound, 
limit. xvt. -(O)F. borne, earlier bodme; 
see BOUND!. Recorded early only from Ld. 
Berners (boundes and bornes) and Sh. (seven 
times); to the latter is due its modern 
currency (since XVIII), esp. in echoes of 
‘Hamlet’ 111 1 79; assim. in form to bourn, 
BURN?, 

bourn? var. of BURN*. 

bourse  baors, || burs money exchange, 


spec. (B-) French stock exchange. xix. F., 
‘purse’; see BURSE. 


bouse, bowse' baus haul with tackle. xvi. 
Of unkn. origin. 


bouse, bowse? see BOOZE. 


boustrophedon  baustrofirdon alternately 
from right to left and from left to right. 
XVII. Gr., f. boustrophos ‘ox-turning’ (with 
ref. to ploughing), f. bows ox (see cOW)+ 
stroph- (cf. STROPHE). 


bout baut fcircuit; (dial) length of a 
furrow and back again; round of exercise, 
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BOUTS-RIMES 


fighting. xvI. var. of thought (xv) bend, 
fold, turn, prob. - LG. bucht (see BIGHT); 
assoc. with bout, aphetic form of ABOUT. 


bouts-rimés büri-mei, || burzme versifica- 
tion to set rhymes. xvii. F.; bouts ends, 
rimés rhymed. 


bovate bouveit oxgang. xvii - medL. 
bováta, f. L. bov-, bos ox; see COw!, -ATE!. 


bovine bou:vain ox-like. xix. - late L. bovi- 
nus, f. bov- ; see COW!, -INE!. 


bow! bou weapon for shooting arrows 
OE.; transf. to various bent objects xiv. 
OE. boga bow, rainbow, arch = OFris. 
boga, OS. bogo (Du. boog), OHG. bogo (G. 
bogen), ON. bogi :- CGerm. (exc. Goth.) 
*buron, f. *buz-, short stem of *beuzan (cf. 
Bow”). In bow legs, and the earlier bow- 
back, -backed (xv), now assoc. with this sb., 
bow may be orig. bowe ppl. adj. += OE. bogen, 
pp. of Bow’. Hence bo:w-wi-Nbow curved 
bay window. xvii (Richardson). 


bow? bau bend (esp. the body) OE.; cause 
to bend xir; incline the head in salute 
xvii. OE. bügan, pt. béah, bugon, pp. bogen, 
corr. to MLG. b5ugen, MDu. büghen (Du. 
buigen) and (with a different grade in the 
pres. stem) OHG. biogan (G. biegen), ON. 
*hiiga (pt. pl. bugum, pp. boginn). Goth. 
biugan, baug, bugum, bugans + CGerm. 
*beuzan (cf. Bow'). The obvious con- 
nexions outside Germ. have -g- (to which 
Germ. -k- should corr.), viz. L. fugere flee 
(a sense found in OE. bigan), Gr. phetigein 
flee, Skr. bhuj bow, bend. Weak inflexions 
appear before 1300 (Cursor M.). Hence 
bow sb. bend of the head or body xvii 
(Cowley). 


bow? bau fore-end of a boat. xv (in San- 
dahl) - LG. boog, Du. boeg (whence Sw. 
bog, Da. boug); see BOUGH and cf. BOWLINE, 
BOWSPRIT, which are earlier. Not related to 
Bow! or BOW?, but pop. assoc. with the 
latter and infil. by its pronunce. 


bowdlerize bau-dloraiz expurgate. XIX. 
f. the name of Dr. T. Bowdler, who in 1818 
published an edition of Shakespeare’s works 
‘in which those words and expressions are 
omitted which cannot with propriety be 
read aloud in a family’; see -IZzE. 


bowel baural intestine, gut. xm (Cursor 
M.). ME. buel, bouel — OF. buel, boel, bouel, 
boiel (mod. boyau) — Pr. budel, It. budello 
= L. botellus pudding, sausage (Martial), 
small intestine, dim. of botulus sausage, 
prob. of alien origin. 


bower! bauoi fdwelling; inner apart- 
ment, lady's apartment OE.; arbour xvi. 
OE. bir, corr. to OS. bür (LG. buur), OHG. 
bür (G. bauer birdcage), ON. búr :- CGerm. 
(exc. Gothic) *büraz, *büram, f. *bü- dwell 
(see BE, BOOR). For the present sp., which 
appeared xv and superseded bour, cf. flower, 
tower. 


BOX 


bower?’ bau-oz either of two anchors carried 
at the bows. xvi. In full bower anchor; 
f. BOW?+ -ER?. 


bower? bau'ʻər knave of trumps and knave 
of the same colour at euchre. xix. -G. 
bauer (see BOOR) knave at cards. 


bowery bauroeri (hist.) Dutch farm in New 
York State xv; (B-) region of New York City 
orig. occupied by Governor Stuyvesant’s 
country seat XVIII. = Du. bouwerij hus- 
bandry, farm, f. bouwen cultivate ; see BOOR, 
-ERY. 


bowie bowi, bū'i large slightly-curved 
knife. xix (1838). In full bowwie-knife; f. 
name of Colonel James Bowie (killed 1836), 
who possessed a hunting-knife which served 
as a pattern. 


bowl! boul round vessel to hold liquids, 
etc. OE. bolla, bolle, corr. to OS. bollo cup 
(Du. bol round object; see BoLL'), OHG. 
bolla (MHG. bolle) bud, round pod, globu- 
lar vessel (cf. OE. héafodbolla, OHG. hirni- 
bolla skul, OE.  protbolla | Adam's 
apple), f. *bul- *bel- *bal- swell (cf. BALL, 
BULWARK). 


bowl? boul tball; globular body used in 
games; (pl.) game with bowls. xv. — (O)F. 
boule — Pr. bola, Sp. bolla ball, It. bolla 
bubble, pustule:- L. bulla (see BULL”). 


bowler boule: low-crowned stiff felt hat. 
xix. f. name of John Bowler, hat-manu- 
facturer of Nelson Square, London. 


bowline boulin (naut.) rope connecting 
the weather side of a sail with the bow. 
xiir. (In ONF. and AN. boeline xi1-xtun) 
-MLG. béline, MDu. boechlijne, f. boeg 
Bow?-+ lijne LINE’; cf OSw. boghline, G. 
buline, F. bouline, Sp., It. bolina, all of like 
origin. So bowsprit bousprit spar run- 
ning out from the stem of a vessel. XIII (in 
Sandahl). - (M)LG. bogsprét, MDu boech- 
spriet (Du. boeg-), whence also G. bugspriet, 
Sw. bogsprót, Da. bogspryd, F. beaupré, Sp. 
baupres, It. bompresso ; see SPRIT. 


bow-wow bau:-wau' imit. of a dog's bark. 
xvil (bowgh wawgh, bough wough), earlier 
baugh baw (xv), bough (xvi), baw waw (xvi); 
cf. thaffe vb (xv), (dial.) waff, waugh (xv11), 
and G. wau wau, Du. boubou, bafbaf, W Flem. 
bauwbauw, L. baubdri, Gr. bai bati, F., Pr. 
baubau. 


box! boks evergreen tree Buxus. OE. box 
- L. buxus = Gr. ptixos. 


box? boks receptacle with a lid, of wood, 
etc., in earliest use for medicaments OE.; 
for money xiv (Ch.); so Christmas box orig. 
of earthenware, used for collecting money 
for Christmas, when it was broken and the 
contents shared out XVII; various transf. 
and techn. uses from xvii. Late OE. box, 
prob. = *buxem, for late L. buxidem, acc. 
of buxis, var. of L. pyxis, prop. box of box- 
wood (cf. ‘pixis, bixen [i.e. of boxwood] bor’, 
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BOX 


Ælfric); see pyx. Cf. OF. boiste (mod. boîte) 
box :- med. L. buxida, and MDu. busse, 
bosse (Du. bus, bos), OHG. buhsa (G. büchse) 
:- WGerm. *buxsja - L. pyxis. Boxing-day 
26 December, the day for giving Christmas 
boxes xix. Hence box vb. enclose in a 
box xv. 


box? boks blow, buffet (now usu. on 
the ear). xiv. Of unkn. origin. Hence 
box vb. beat, esp. with the fist; fight with 
fists xvi; whence bo'xEnR! pugilist XVIII, 
from 1900 designating a member of a 
Chinese nationalist secret society, i ko chuan 
or chuen ‘righteous harmony boxers (fists)’. 
@ The words have passed into many Eur. 
langs. 


box! boks phr. box the compass repeat the 
points of the compass in order and back- 
wards; (fig.) make a complete revolution; 
(in full box-haul) veer a ship round on her 
keel. xvm. prob.- Sp. bojar (boxar) sail 
round (e.g. bojar el mundo, la isla) - MLG. 
bógen to bend, bow, f. base of Bow!, pow?. 
(| Other naut. terms of Sp. origin are 
buoyant and capsize. 


box-calf  bo:kskàf Named c. 1890 by 

Edward L. White, of White Bros. & Co., 
Massachusetts, U.S.A., after Joseph Box, 
bootmaker, of London. 


boy boi Tmale servant; Tyouth or man of 
low estate; T‘fellow’, ‘knave? xir; young 
male child xiv; native servant, negro slave 
xvii. ME. boie, boy(e), also bay, bey(e), bye, 
bwey, in which the variation of vowel sug- 
gests an OF. original with -ui-, and aphetic 
— AN. *abuié, *embuié, pp. of OF. embwier 
fetter :— L. *imboiare, f. in YM-! 4- boia, chiefly 
pl. boiæ fetters = Gr. boefai (dorai) ox-hides, 
f. boûs ox, cow. The primary meaning 
would be ‘man in fetters’, hence ‘slave’, 
‘serf’. For the loss of é cf. asstGn*. @ Con- 
tact cannot be proved with MDu. boye, 
which appears to be = bode messenger, 
servant, and is of later date than boy; the 
MDu. word is prob. the source of LG. and 
Fris. boi. 


boyar, boyard boujá:, boiàrd member 
of an old Russian aristocracy. XVI (botaren). 
- Russ. boydrin, pl. boydre :- *bolydrin, 
prob. f. bol- great (cf. BOLSHEVIK); cf. 
Byzantine Gr. boiládai, boliddai, Bulg. 
bolerin, Serb. bolyar. 


boycott borkot refuse to have social or 
business relations with. 1880 (first used of 
the action of the Irish Land League against 
those who incurred its hostility). f. name 
of Captain C. C. Boycott (1832-1897), who 
was a victim of such treatment as agent for 
the estates of the earl of Erne, Co. Mayo, 
Ireland, at the hands of the tenants. Q The 
word has passed into other Eur. langs. 


brabble brz‘bl (dial.) dispute captiously, 
squabble. xvi. prob. ult. imit., but perh. 


BRACKISH 


immed. —(M)Du. brabbelen jabber (cf. brab- 
beltaal gibberish); cf. G. brabbelen babble, 
(of the sea) boil; possibly, however, a blend 
of BRAWL! and BABBLE. 


brace! breis Tguard for the arm xiv; pair, 
couple xv (Lydg.); clasp, clamp, thong; 
strap XIV; (archit.) strengthening band; clasp, 
etc. XV; carpenter’s tool to hold a bit xvt; 
(typogr.) bracket xvir. = OF. brace two 
arms or their extent (mod. brasse fathom) 
:t- L. bracchia, pl. of bracchium arm (whence 
F. bras) - Gr. brakhíón. Some senses de- 
pend upon BRACE’, 


brace? breis tembrace; encircle, gird XIV; 
make tense or firm xv. = OF. bracier em- 
brace, f. brace (see prec.); but the later 
sense is direct from the sb. 


bracelet breislit ornamental ring for arm 
or wrist. xv. —(O)F. bracelet, dim. of 
bracel (= Sp. brazal, It. bracciale) = L. 
bracchidle, f£. bracchium arm (see BRACE?). 


bracer brei-soz armour or guard for the 
arm. XIV (Ch.). - OF. brasseüre, f. bras arm 
(:- L. bracchium; see BRACE!)+--éure -URE; 
for change of suffix cf. BORDER. 


brach bretf (arch.) hunting-dog; bitch- 
hound. xiv. ME. braches pl. ~ OF. braches, 
-ez, pl. of brachet, dim. of brac, acc. bracon 
(— Pr. brac, Sp. braco, It. bracco) :- CRom. 
*bracco — Frankish *brak (cf. OHG. brakko, 
G. bracke) ; the sg. brach is a back-formation. 


brachiopod brez:kiépod (zool.) bivalve 

mollusc having a long spiral arm. XIX. 
=- modL. brachiopoda n.pl. (see -A?), f. Gr. 
brakhion arm + pod-, pots FOOT. 


brachy- brz’ki comb. form of Gr. brakhius 
short (see MEGAL(0)), as in bra:chycEPHaA'LIc 
(of skulls) x1x; brachy-crapHy shorthand 
XVI —- F. brachygraphie; brachy:LoGv con- 
ciseness of speech xvrt. = late L. = Gr. 


bracken bræ'kn fern, spec. Pteris aquilina. 

XIV (earlier in Sc. place-name Brakanwra 
xu). north. ME. braken- ON. *brakni 
(whence Sw. bräken, Da. bregne). 


bracket bræ'kit projection serving as a 
support XVI; (typogr.) one of the marks 
()[]£1) xvii (earlier brace). Earliest forms 
brag(g)et - F. braguette codpiece, or Sp. 
bragueta codpiece, bracket, corbel, dim. of 
F. brague mortice, pl. breeches, lashing - Pr. 
braga; Sp. braga swaddling-clothes, pl. 
breeches, cf. Pg. braga chain for galley- 
slaves, pl. breeches, It. braca leg of breeches, 
baby's napkin, lashing, clamp, pl. brache 
breeches. The source is L. brdca, pl. brdcx 
breeches, long hose, of Gaulish origin. It 
has been suggested that the bracket of archi- 
tecture and of shipbuilding was so called 
from its resemblance to a codpiece or a pair 
of breeches. See -ET. 


brackish bre-kif saltish. xvr. f. (dial) 
brack salty, brine (xvi) - MLG., MDu. 
brac (LG., Du. brak, whence G. brackwasser 
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salt water), of which the source and orig. 
meaning are unkn.; see -ISH!. 


bract brekt (bot. small modified leaf. 
xvi. -L. bractea, var. of brattea thin 
plate of metal, gold leaf. So bra-cteate. 
XIX. — L. bracteátus ; see -ATE?, 


brad bred thin flattish headless nail. xv. 
Later var. of (dial.) brod shoot, spike, prick 
(xi) - ON. broddr spike, sting, prick = 
OE. brord point, spike, blade of grass, OHG. 
brort edge, margin :— Germ. *brozdaz, rel. 
to OCeltic *brott- (whence Olr. brot sting, 
prick, Ir., Gael. brod). For the vowel cf. 
strab. Hence bra:dawr. xix. 


Bradbury  bre:dbori (collog.) currency 
note of {1. 1917. f. name of John Swan- 
wick Bradbury, Secretary to the Treasury 
1913-19. 

Bradshaw brze:d[ó colloq. designation of 
*Bradshaw's Railway Guide', first issued in 
1839 by George Bradshaw, printer and 
engraver, and discontinued in 1961. 


brae brei, bré steep bank. xi. Sc. and 
north. ME. brd- ON. brá eyelash = OE. 
bréw eyelid, OFris. bré, OS., OHG. brdwa 
(G. braue) eyebrow; the sense-develop- 
ment is parallel to that of BROW. 


brag bræg sb., adj., vb. The earliest mem- 
ber of the group is the adj. (xirr-xvr), 
which means (1) coupled at first with bold, 
‘spirited, brisk, mettlesome’, and (ii) ‘boast- 
ful’; sb. and vb. (xrv), in the earliest exx. 
often with boast, denote arrogant, boastful, 
or pompous behaviour. Of unkn. origin; 
the similar F. words, braguer vaunt, brag, 
brague ostentation, are recorded only some 
three centuries later than the Eng. words. 
So braggart bræ'gəIst vain bragger. xvi. 
= F. bragard, f. braguer; var. of -ARD. 


braggadocio bregedou't[iou, -ou:fiou idle 

boaster or swaggerer XVI; boasting XVIII. 
Spenser's name for his personification of 
vainglory (F.Q. 11 iii Argt.); f. r-less form 
of BRAGGART (as in Bragadisme, Sh. “Two 
Gent.’ 11 iv 164) --occio, It. augm. suffix. 
Spenser's sp. was with -cch-, and perh. 
pronounced with k; cf. the sp. braggodokean 
adj. (recorded from 1631). 


bragget bre‘git drink made of honey and 

ale. xiv (bragot, braket, Ch.). — early W. 
bragaut, bracaut (mod. bragawd) = Ir. 
bracát := OCeltic *bracdtd, f. *brac-, repr. 
by L. acc. bracem (Pliny, Columella), pl. 
braces, OCeltic name for a kind of grain 
(whence W. brag, Olr. brac, Ir. braich 
malt). 


brahma, short for brahmaputra brāmə- 

pü'tra breed of domestic fowl said to have 
been first brought from Lakhimpur, on 
the river Brahmaputra, India, in 1846. 


Brahman, Brahmin brā'mən, -in mem- 
ber of the priestly or learned caste of 
Hindus. xiv (bragman, Trevisa; cf. AL. 
Bragmannus xu. Early forms reflect 


BRAMBLE 


mainly late L. pl. Brachmdadnz (Tertullian), 
Brachm4ani, -manes, corr. to Gr. Brakhmánes, 
~ Skr. brühmanas one of the caste, f. brahman 
(nom. brahmd) priest; forms in -in are as 
early as XVI. 


braid breid -move with a sudden jerky 
movement; interweave, plait OE.; (from 
the sb.) bind or ornament with braid xvii. 
OE. bregdan, pt. bregd, brugdon, pp. brogden 
— OFris. breida, brida, OS. bregdan (Du. 
breien), OHG. brettan, ON.  bregóa t- 
CGerm. (exc. Goth.) *bregóan, of unkn. 
origin. Hence braid sb. tsudden move- 
ment XIII; plait XVI; plaited fabric XVIII. 


brail breil (naut. ) pl. small ropes for truss- 
ing up sails. xv. — OF. brail, braiel :- med. 
L. brácàle waist-belt, f. braca (see BRACKET). 
Hence brail vb. xvir. 


braille breil embossed printing for the 
blind, named after the inventor, Louis 
Braille (1809-52). 

brain brein mass of nervous substance 
contained in the skull. OE. bregen = MLG. 
bragen, bregen, (M)Du.  brein :- Germ. 
*bragnam, a word of the LG. area, prob. 
ult. rel. to Gr. brekhmós, bregmós forehead. 
q A syn. of wider Germ. and IE. distribu- 
tion is harns (now Sc.), of ON. origin in 
Eng. (xir). Hence brain vb. dash out the 
brains of. XIV. 


braise breiz cook in a closed pan, properly 
with a charcoal fire above and below. xvii. 
~ F. braiser, f. braise hot charcoal (cf. 
BRAZIER?), in OF. brese = Pr. brasa =~ Germ. 
*brasa, rel. to OHG. brátan (G. braten) roast 
= OE. br&dan, etc. (cf. BREATH, BROOD), 


brake! breik thicket. OE. bracu (recorded 

in g. pl. fearnbraca beds of fern, in ME. 
fernebrake), corr. to MLG. brake branch, 
twig, tree-stump (whence OF. bracon 
branch); prob. f. *brak- *brek- BREAK, the 
orig. sense being ‘broken wood’; perh. 
reinforced in ME. from LG. (cf. busk unde 
brake ‘bush and brake’). 


brake? breik fern, bracken. xiv. perh. 
shortening of BRACKEN, through the appre- 
hension of this as a pl. form. 


brake’, break breik apparatus for retard- 
ing the motion of a wheel. xvin. prob. 
spec. use of tbrake bridle, curb (XV-XVII) 
— MDu. braeke applied to various breaking 
or crushing instruments and app. adopted 
in Eng. at different periods with different 
applications, rel. to braken break (hemp) 
and breken (see BREAK). 


brake‘ see BREAK’. 


Bramah brà:má, brz:má name of Joseph 
Bramah (1749-1814), designating machines 
invented by him, as Bramah key, lock, press. 
(“Their patent Bramahs over the street-door 
locks’, Dickens.) 


bramble brz-mbl blackberry bush. OE. 
brembel, later form of brémel, brémel, f. the 


[113] 


BRAN 


base repr. in OE. brm BROOM; cf. OS. 
brámalbusc and see -LE}. 


bran bran (ground) husk of wheat, etc. 
xul. ME. bran, bren~(O)F. bran bran, 
(now) excrement, muck, filth, tbren (whence 
F. breneux soiled with fæces) = Pr., OSp., 
It. dial. bren, of unkn. origin; W., Ir., Gael. 
bran, Bret. brenn are from Eng. or F.; 
=o forms are brenn(i)um, brannum (xu1- 
XIV). 


branch brànt[ limb of a tree; offshoot. xri 
(RGlouc., Cursor M.). - (O)F. branche — 
Pr., Sp. branca claw, It. branca claw, paw, 
Rum. brincd hand, paw :-late L. branca 
(branca ursina ‘bear’s foot’, acanthus), of 
unkn, origin. 


branchio- brz:nkiou comb. form of Gr. 
brdgkhia gills, sg. brdgkhion (latinized as 
branchia, pl. -i2), as in bra: nchiopod 
having gills on the feet - modL. branchiopoda 
(sc. CRUSTACEA), f. Gr. pod-, potis FOOT. 


brand! brend piece of burning wood OE.; 
mark made with a hot iron; stigma xvi; 
trade-mark; class of goods x1x. OE. brand 
= OFris., (M)Du. brand, OHG. brant (G. 
brand), ON. brandr :—- CGerm. (exc. Goth.) 
*brandaz, f. *bran- *bren- BURN?-+- abstr. 
suffix *-ba- (:i- IE. *-to-). Hence brand 
vb. to burn xiv. 


brand? brend (poet.) sword. OE. brand — 

MHG. brant, ON. brandr; perh. a use of 
prec., with ref. to the gleaming blade. 
«| From Germ. are OF. brand blade of a 
sword, It. brando sword. 


brandish bræ'ndif wave about, flourish. 
xiv. —(O)F. brandiss-, lengthened stem of 
brandir = Pr. brandir (whence Sp. blandir, 
Pg. brandir, blandir), It. brandire :- Rom. 
*brandire, f. *brandaz sword, BRAND?; see 
-ISH?, 


brandling bre'ndli) red worm with bright 
bands. xvii. f. BRAND!-J--LtNG!; so named 
with ref. to its markings. 


brand-, bran-new bre-n¢nji quite new. 
XVI (brande newe). perh. f. BRAND'+ NEW, as 
if meaning orig. ‘fresh from the furnace’; 
cf. fire-new (Sh.). 


brandreth bre-ndrip (dial) gridiron, 
trivet XIV; framework of wood xv. - ON. 
brandreid grate, f. brandr BRAND!-+reid 
carriage, vehicle (f. rida RIDE); cf. OE. 
brandrod, -red (for -rdd), -rida, MLG. 
brantréde, OHG. brantreita. (The OE. 
brandisen is repr. by w. dial. brandize xvi1, 
brandis; cf. dial. brandiron, brander, ME. 
brandhirne, brandern ; see IRON.) 


brandy brez:ndi ardent spirit distilled from 
wine, XVII. Earlier brand(e)wine, altered 
later to brandy wine, whence ellipt. brandy 
— Du. brandewijn (whence also G. brannt- 
tein, etc.), f. branden burn, roast, char, 
distil (f. brand fire, BRAND!) + wijn WINE. 


branks brenks (Sc.) bridle with wooden 


BRAVADO 


side-pieces; scold’s bridle. xvr. perh. 
alteration of bernaks, pl. of ME. bernak 
(— OF. bernac) bridle; see BARNACLE?. 


brankursine brenk3-1sin acanthus. XVI. 
-F. branche (dial. branque) ursine 'bear's 
claw’; see BRANCH, URSINE. 


brant-goose see BRENT. 


brash! bref ‘attack, bout xv; (slight or 
short) bout of sickness xvir (surviving gen. 
in water-brash eructation of liquid from the 
stomach). orig. Sc. and still mainly Sc. and 
n. dial., perh. of imit. origin. 


brash? bref brittle xvr; rash, impetuous 
XIX; ‘raw’, showy xx; of unkn. origin. 


brass bras alloy of copper with tin or zinc 
(formerly incl. BRONZE) OE. (sepulchral 
tablet of this metal xvi); (sl.) money xv1; 
effrontery xvir (from face of brass xvi). OE. 
bræs = OFris. bres (bras-penning copper 
penny), MLG. bras metal; of unkn. origin. 


brassage bræ'sidz mint charge to cover 
the expense of coining money. XIX. -F. 
brassage, f. brasser mix, stir (melted metals), 
brew :—- popL. *braciare, f£. L. brace. 


brassard bra:sürid armour for the upper 
arm; armlet. xiX. — F. brassard, f. bras 
arm ; see BRACB!, -ARD. 


brasserie bre':soti beer-saloon. xix. F., 
prop. ‘brewery’, f. brasser brew, OF. bracier, 
f. brace (mod. brasse) :— L. brace, of Gaulish 
origin, acc. to Pliny; see -ERY. 


brassiere brz-sicat woman’s underbodice 
to support the breasts. xx. F. brassiére, f. 
bras arm (see BRACE’), 


brassy bra-si wooden golf-club shod with 
brass. Xix. f. BRASS-L--Y!. 


brat bret child (contemptuous). xvi. 
perh. shortening of Sc. bratchart (mod. 
bratchet), possibly f. brat ragged garment, 
OE. (late Nhb.) bratt cloak — OIr. bratt (Ir., 
Gael. brat) mantle. Cf. BASTARD and the 
parallel formations given there. 


brattice bra'tis tbreastwork or parapet 
of wood xir; wooden partition xix. In 
early use there are several types, brutaske, 
brutage, bretage, bretais, -ise - AN. breteske, 
brutesche, bretesche, -asce, OF. bretesque, 
-esche (mod. Obretéche) = Pr. bertresca, 
whence Olt. bertesca, beltresca; cf. medL. 
bretachia, bertescha; perh. Rom. deriv. of 
Germ. *bred- (OE. bred, G. brett), var. of 
*borð- BOARD + *-isca -1sH!, The mod. use 
is local and connected with coal-mining; 
the current forms are brettis, brattice, brat- 
tish. Hence bra:tticing Tparapet, rampart 
XIV; brattice work in a coal-pit XIX. var. 
bra:ttishing open work on the top of a 
shrine. xvi. See -ING! and cf. BARTIZAN. 


bravado brəvā'dou ostentatious or simu- 
lated boldness. xvi. —Sp. bravada, -ata, 
f. bravo BRAVO!, with alteration of suffix 
(see -ADbO). Cf. F. bravade (- It. bravata), 
whence Eng. Tbravade (xv1). 
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brave! breiv stout-hearted xv (Caxton); 
finely dressed, grand; fine, excellent xvi. 
— F. brave — It. bravo bold, accomplished, 
expert, untamed, or Sp. bravo courageous, 
bullying, savage, fine (= Pr. brau savage) :- 
Rom. *brabu-s, for L. barbarus BARBAROUS, 
through *brabarus. 


brave’ breiv challenge, defy xvr; tboast 
XVI; meet bravely XVII. ~ F. braver, f. 
brave (see prec.), after It. bravare. So 
bra'very fbravado; brave conduct or 
temper; show, splendour; finery. XVI. — F. 
braverie or It. braveria. 


bravo! bra‘vou, (formerly) brei-vou daring 
villain, hired assassin. xvi. = It. bravo 
BRAVE}, 


bravo? brávou: capital! well done! xvrrr. 
—-F.-It. bravo fne, splendid (BRAVE); 
introduced into France with It. music. 
The superl. bravi-ssimo is also used. 


bravura broviuo:ro spirit, dash; (mus.) 
passage requiring great spirit in execution. 
xvil. It., f. bravo BRAVE! ; see -URE. 


braw br5 (Sc.) fine, excellent. xvi. var. 
of brawf, BRAVE!. 


brawl brdi ‘quarrel noisily and indecently’ 
(J.). xiv (Barbour, PPl.). Late ME. brawle, 
braule, bralle, of unkn. origin, perh. imit. 


brawn brōn fleshy part, muscle; flesh of 

the boar or swine, now esp. as collared, 
boiled, etc. xiv. - AN. braun, OF. braon 
fleshy part, esp. of the hind leg — Pr. 
brazon, bra(z)é upper arm — Germ. *brddon 
(OHG. bráto, G. braten roast flesh; cf. 
synon. OE. bræde, and br&dan roast) ; prob. 
ult. related to BREATH, BROOD. 


bray! brei tery out x11; of animals, now 
esp. of the ass; similarly of a trumpet, etc. 
xIv. —(O)F. braire cry (now only of the ass) 
= Pr. braire cry, sing, weep, resound := 
Rom. *bragere, perh. of Celtic origin, 


bray? brei crush small. xiv. — AN. braier,, 


OF. breier pres. stem bri- (mod. broyer) — 
Pr., Sp. bregar, It. brigare - Germ. *brekan 
BREAK. 


brazen brerzn made of brass. OE. bresen, 
f. bres BRASS ; see -EN?, Hence bra'zen vb. 
face impudently. xvr. 


brazier!  brerzior, breizior worker in 
brass. xIv. prob. f. BRASS on the model of 
glass, glazier. 


brazier?, brasier breizior, brerzioi pan 
for holding burning charcoal, etc. XVIL 
— F. brasier, f. braise hot coals (see BRAISE). 


brazil brozirl wood of an East India tree 
yielding a red colour; Tdye produced 
therefrom. xiv. Late ME. brasile - medL. 
brasilium, -illum ; in F. brésil, Pr. bresil, Sp., 
Pg. brasil, It. brasile; of unkn. origin. An 
allied species of tree, of S. America, also 
yielding a dye, gave its name to Brazil, Sp. 
Brasil, short for tierra de brasil ‘red-dye- 


BREAM 


wood land’. Brazil nuts (xrx) were named 
from the country. Formerly and still dial. 
pronounced brazil. 


breach brit[ breaking or the result of it 

XIV; gap in a fortification xv. = (O)F. 
brèche = Pr. breca :- Germ. *brecho, cf. 
OHG. brecha, f. brechan BREAK. Superseded 
ME. briiche, OE. bryée (ult. connected), 
with which there 1s no continuity. 


bread bred article of food made with flour. 
OE. bréad — OFris. brad, OS., (M)LG. 
brd, OHG. bröt (G. brot), ON. brauà :— 
CGerm. (exc. Goth.) *braudam n., of unkn. 
origin. The proper Germ. word for ‘bread’ 
is seen in LOAF, the orig. meaning of bread 
being perh. ‘fragment, piece, morsel’ (as in 
OE. pl. bréadru); but before 1200 bread had 
displaced loaf as the name of the substance, 
the latter being restricted to the shaped and 
baked article. (Its use for a food-substance 
is, however, seen in OE. béobréad bee- 
bread.) For the shortening of the vowel 
before a point-consonant cf. ate, breath, 
dead, lead (sb.), red, thread, threat. 


breadth bredp, bretp measure from side 
to side. xvi. f. Tbréde breadth (OE. brédu 
= OFris. bréde, OHG. breitt, ON. breidd, 
Goth. braidei :- Germ. *braidjén, abstr. sb. 
f. *braid- BROAD) - -TH! ; the new formation 
provided a parallel to length; cf. WIDTH. 


break! breik sever into parts. OE. brecan, 
pt. bræc, bræcon, pp. brocen = OFTris. breka, 
OS. brekan (Du. breken), OHG. brehhan 
(G. brechen, brach, gebrochen), Goth. brikan, 
brak, brékum, brukans :- CGerm. (exc. ON.) 
*brekan; IE. base *bhreg- *bhrg-, whence 
also L. frangere( frégi, fractum) break. Brake, 
repr. OE. pt. brze, persisted in arch. use, 
mainly through its being the only form in 
A.V. (cf. spake); in ordinary use it began to 
be displaced in xv by broke, which was 
based on the pp. broken, of which the var. 
broke (xiv) remains in the spec. sense of 
‘bankrupt’, ‘out of funds’ (xviir). 


break’, brake breik carriage-frame; large 
waggonette. xIx. perh. identical with brake 
cage, rack (xvi), frame (xvi), of unkn. 
origin. 

break? see BRAKE’. 


breaker: breikor one who or that which 
breaks x11; heavy ocean-wave breaking on 
the shore xvitr. f. BREAK! -.- -ER!. 


breaker? breikor (naut.) small keg or cask. 
xix (Marryat). —- 5p. bareca, var. of barrica, 
f. stem repr. in BARREL. For the perversion 
of form cf. GROUPER. 


breakfast bre‘kfast first meal of the day. 
xv (brekfast, breke-). f. phr. break one’s fast 
(xIv); see BREAK!, FAST?. So vb. intr. XVII, 
trans. XVIII. 


bream! brim fresh-water fish Abramis 
brama. XIV. - OF. breme, bresme (mod. 
bróme) - WGerm. *brexysmo beside *braxysmo 
(OS. bressemo, MDu. bressem, Du. brasem, 
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OHG. brahsema, MHG. brahsem, brasme, 
G. brassen, dial. brachsme); perh. f. base of 
*breywan (OHG. brehan) glitter. 


bream?’ brim clean a ship’s bottom. xv. 
prob. of LG. origin and rel. to BROOM (cf. 
Du. brem broom, furze). 


breast brest front of the thorax (spec. the 
mamma), regarded as the seat of the affec- 
tions. OE. bréost (freq. in pl.) = OFris. 
briast, OS. briost, ON. brjóst += Germ. 
*breustam; parallel to a fem. cons.-stem 
*brusts, prob. orig. inflected as a dual, and 
repr. by (M)LG., (M)Du. borst, OHG., G. 
brust, Goth. brusts (only in pl.). There is 
no CIE. word for the breast, but the assumed 
base of this word, *bhrus- *bhreus-, is repr. 
by OS. brustian bud, MHG. briustern swell 
up, (O)Ir. bri abdomen, womb, bosom, 
Gael. bru, Russ. bryükho belly. Sc. and 
north. Eng. pronunc. brist repr. the normal 
development of OE. bréost (cf. priest); evi- 
dence of shortening appears in XVI, with 
brest beside breast. Hence breast vb. 
oppose the breast to. xvi (Sh.)). brea:st- 
PLATE. XIV (Ch.)) breastsummer, bres- 
summer bre’same: beam extending hori- 
zontally over an opening XVII ; see SUMMER?, 


breath brep todour OE. ; tvapour ; respira- 
tion XIII; air from the lungs xiv. OE. bræþ 
odour, exhalation :- Germ. *br&paz :- IE. 
*bhrétos, f. *bhré- burn, heat, as in OE. 
br&dan roast, and BROOD. The sense ‘air 
in the lungs or mouth’ was taken over from 
OE. pm and anda (ME. ethem and ande, 
onde. The orig. long vowel is preserved 
dial. (cf. breathjbeneath, Clare 1821); for 
the shortening cf. BREAD. Hence breathe 
brid. xiii; cf. sheath, sheathe. brea ther! 
XIV. 


breccia bre:t[ió composite rock of angular 
fragments. XVIII. It., = F. brèche, Sp. 
brecha - Germ. *breka- breach (cf. OHG. 
brecha), f. *brekan BREAK}. 


brede brid plaiting, embroidery; inter- 
weaving of colours, colouring. xvii (Milton, 
Dryden). Early var. of BRAID used arch. by 
modern poets. 


breech britf usu. pl. breeches bri:tfiz 
garment covering the loin and thighs; 
buttocks. OE. bréé (pl. only), ‘femoralia’, 
‘lumbare’, corr. to OFris. brok, pl. brék, OS. 
brók (Du. broek), OHG. bruoh (G. bruch), 
QN. brók, pl. brekr :- CGerm. (exc. Goth.) 
*bróks, monosyl. fem. 'lhe further rela- 
tions are obscure; some favour the early 
adoption of pre-Germ. *bhrág- in Gaulish 
bráca, whence L. bráca, bracca. 

breed brid hatch, produce young. OE. 
brédan = OHG. bruotan (G. brüten) :- 
WGerm. *brédjan, f. *bréd- BROOD. Hence 
breed sb. stock, strain, Toffspring. xvi. 


breeks briks (Sc. and north. Eng.) formerly 
also sg. breeches. xir (breke, Cursor M.). 
var. of BREECH affected by ON. brækr, pl. of 
brók BREECH. 


BREVIER 


breeze! briz gad-fly. OE. briosa, of unkn. 
origin. 
breeze? briz tnorth or north-east wind 
XVI; tcool wind from the sea on tropical 
coasts; light wind xvi. prob. - OSp., Pg. 
briza (Sp. brisa) north-east wind (cf. It. 
brezza, dial. brisa cold wind), whence also 
F. brise; the relation to F. bise north-east 
wind is obscure. 


breeze? briz small cinders. xvin. -F. 
braise, earlier brese burning charcoal, hot 
embers, half-burnt coal (braise de boulanger 
baker's breeze); cf. BRAISE. 


Brehon bri-hon in Brehon law the law pre- 
vailing in Ireland before the English occupa- 
tion. XVI. — Ir. breathamb ancient Ir. judge, 
in Olr. brithem, f. breth judgement. 


brent brent, in full brent-goose, also brant- 
goose kind of wild goose, Bernicla brenta, 
formerly often identified with the barnacle 
goose. XVI (brant, brend, and latinized 
branta). perh. rel. (with ref. to variegation 
of colour) to branded, brended, brinded (all 
XVI), for which see BRINDLED. Q The corr. 
ON. brandgds, Sw. brandgds, G. brandgans 
are applied chiefly to the sheldrake. 


brer br3z1 Negro pronunc. of BROTHER, 
perh. due partly to Du. broer, familiar 
pronunc. of broeder. 1800 (Brer Fox). 


bressummer var. of BREASTSUMMER. 
brethren pl. of BROTHER. 


Breton bre:ton pert. to (native or language 
of) Brittany. xvu (earlier Britain, -on). - F. 
breton (see BRITON). 


Bretwalda bre-twalda ruler of Britons 
(L. Brettonum dux, Bede). OE. (Parker MS. 
of Anglo-Saxon Chronicle, an. 827), varying 
with Brytenwalda, f. Brettas (see BRITISH), 
Bryten (see BRITAIN)-+*wald- WIELD. 


breve briv ME. breve (xii), var. of BRIEF 
in various senses; (mus.) orig. the shortest 
note of the series large, long, breve (xv), after 
medL. brevis; in mod. usage (xvii), after It. 
breve, note equal to two semibreves, the 
longest now used. 


brevet bre:vit official document granting 
privileges xiv; (in the army) xvir. - (O)F. 
brevet, f. bref, brief BRIEF; see -ET. 


breviary bri-vieri, bre-viori Tepitome XVI; 
(eccl.) book containing the Divine Office for 
the year xv (also Sc. breviar xv). = L. bre- 
vidrium summary, abridgement, f. brevidre 
abridge ABBREVIATE. The eccl., use (in 
medL. c. 8oo) originated in the gathering 
together into one book of the contents of 
the various manuals necessarv for the recita- 
tion of the office, viz. the psalter, antiphoner, 
legendary, etc. 


brevier brivio-1 (typog.) size of type. XVI. 
- Du. or G. érevier - L. breviárium BRE- 
VIARY. Cf. canon, pica, long primer, and 
G. missal canon (type), similarly derived 
from the names of liturgical books or formu- 
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laries, of which the types so named were 
orig. characteristic. 


brevity breviti shortness. xvi. - AN. 
breveté, (O)F. brièveté, f. bref, fem. briéve 
BRIEF? ; see -ITY. 


brew brü make ale, beer, etc. OE. bréowan, 
pt. bréaw, bruwon, pp. browen = OF ris. 
*briuwa (pp. browen), OS. breuwan (Du. 
brouwen), OHG. briuwan, brüwan (G. 
brauen), ON. brugga :- CGerm. (exc. Goth.) 
*breu(w)an, f. IE. *bhreu-, *bhru-, whence 
have been derived 'lhracian Gr. broátos 
beer, L. défrutum boiled must, fervére boil 
(cf. FERVENT), OlIr. bruthe broth, berbaim 
cook, boil, melt, and (by some) BREAD and 
BROTH. Hence brew'ERY. XVIII. prob. 
= Du. brouwerij (whence G. brauerei); 
earlier brew-HOUSE xiv; cf. OHG. brithiis 
(G. brauhaus). brewsTeER brivstar brewer 
XIV; survives in Brewster Sessions licensing 
sessions, and as a surname; also Browster 
XIII-XVII. 


brewis see BROSE. 


briar!, brier braior white heath, Erica 
arborea, the root of which is used for 
tobacco pipes. XIX. In earliest exx. bruyer 
(1868) - (O)JF. bruyère heath = Pr. bru- 
guieira :- Gallo-Rom. *brūcaria, f. *brūcus 
~ Gaulish *briiko; assim. in form to BRIER}, 
BRIAR. 


bribe braib fpurloin, steal xiv (Ch.); 

corrupt by means of gifts xvi. - OF. briber, 
also brimber beg, be a mendicant — Sp. 
bribar beg; of unkn. origin. So bri-ber 
Tthief. xiv (PPL, 'Irevisa); Tvagabond, 
scoundrel xiv; fone who levies blackmail 
or accepts bribes; one who gives bribes xv. 
orig. = AN. bribour, OF. bribeur beggar, 
vagabond; later f. the vb. ; see -ER!. bri-beRyY 
Ttheft (Ch., ''revisa); Texaction of money; 
offer or acceptance of bribes xvi. - OF. 
briberie. Hence bribe sb. xv. 


bric-à-brac bri-kabrek old knick-knacks. 
x1x (Thackeray). F., f. phr. td bric et à brac 
at random; cf. de bric et de broc by hook or 
crook. 


brick brik moulded and baked clay used 
in building. xv. Late ME. brik(e), breke, 
prob. introduced by Flemish workmen and 
so = MLG., MDu. bricke, brike (also bric- 
steen; cf. occas. Tbrick-stone), Du. dial. brik, 
WfFlem. brüke; whence also (O)F. brique, 
which prob. reinforced the adoption from 
LG.; of unkn. origin. Replaced waltyle 
‘wall-tile’ )( thaktyle ‘thatch-tile’. 


bricole bri:koul military engine or catapult; 
rebound of a tennis ball from the wall of 
the court. xvi. —(O)F. bricole — Pr. bricola 
or It. briccola, of unkn. origin. 


bridal brai'dol (arch. except in attrib. use, 
which from late xvi has been furthered by 
assoc. with adjs. in -AL!) wedding feast, 
(later) wedding. Late OE. brydealu, f. bryd 
BRIDE (in attrib. use equiv. to ‘marriage’)+ 
ealu ALE, i.e. ale-drinking. 


BRIGADE 


bride braid woman about to be married or 
recently married. OE. brjd = OFris. bréd, 
breid, breyd, OS. briid (Du. bruid), OHG. 
brüt (G. braut}, ON. brüür, Goth. brüps :- 
CGerm. *brüüiz, of unkn. origin. Hence 
bri-degroom, OE. brjdguma — OS. brüdi- 
gomo (Du. bruidegom), OHG. brütigomo (G. 
brdutigam), ON. brúðgumi; altered by 
assim. to GROOM (Sc. brydgromen xiv). 
bri-desMAID  brardzmeid xvin, earlier 
bridemaid xvi. 


bridewell braidwol house of correction. 
XVI. f. Bride Well, i.e. St. Bride's Well, a 
holy well in London, near which Henry VIII 
had a lodging, given by Edward VI for a 
hospital, afterwards converted. 


bridge! brid3 elevated structure (often 
arched over water) forming a passage way 
between two points. OE, bry¢ég = OFris. 
brigge, bregge, OS. bruggia, MDu. brugghe 
(Du. brug), OHG. brucca (G. briicke), ON. 
bryggja (whence north. Eng. dial. brig x11) 
:- CGerm. (exc. Goth.) *brugjd. The sense 
Janding-stage, gangway' of the ON. word 
points to a wider meaning for the orig. base 
*bruw-, such as 'log-road' ; cf. OSI. brüvíno 
beam. Hence vb. OE. bryégian. 


bridge? brid3 card game based on whist. 
XIX. Said to have been played in Constanti- 
nople and the Near East, c. 1870, and the 
name may be, therefore, of Levantine origin ; 
the source of the earliest (seemingly Russ.) 
form biritch is unkn. 


bridle brai-dl headgear of a horse's harness. 

OE. bridel (:— *brigdel; cf. brigdils vim), 
corr. to OFris. bridel, (M)Du. breidel, OHG. 
brittil; WGerm. deriv. of *bregd-; see 
BRAID, -LE. Hence bri:dle vb. put a bridle 
on (OE. bridlian); draw in the chin as a 
gesture XV. 


bridoon bridiivn snaffle and rein of a 
military bridle. xvir. = F. bridon, f. bride, 
a bridle; see -00N. 


brief! brif letter of authority xiv (R. 
Mannyng); letter patent from the sovereign 
as head of the Church xvi; (leg.) summary 
of the facts of a case for the instruction of 
counsel xvir. — AN. bref, OF. brief = Pr. 
breu document, It. breve amulet, device s- 
L. breve (in late L., summary), n. of brevis 
(see next). 


brief? brif of short duration. xiv. Late 
ME. bref -(O)F. bref = Pr. breu, It. breve 
= L. brevis. Q The vowel has been leng- 
thened as in chief, relief. Cf. BREVITY. 

brier!, briar? braiaz prickly bush OE.; 
species of wild rose xvi (Spenser). OE. 
(Anglian) brér, (WS.) brér, of unkn. origin; 
for the vocalism cf. friar, quire. 

brier? see BRIAR. 


brig brig. xvii. Shortening of BRIGANTINE, 
but applied to a ship of a different rig. 


brigade brigerd division of troops, spec. 
subdivision of an army. xvii (in Milton 
bri:xgad). — (O)F. brigade —- It. brigata troop, 
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company, f. brigare be busy with, f. briga 
strife, contention, which has been referred 
to Germ. *brekan BREAK; see -ADE. Hence 
briga:de vb. xrx; cf. F. embrigader (1795), 
It. brigatare. So brigadier brigoadio:s. 


BRISKET 


due to ON. brennisteinn ; forms in brim-, due 
to dissimilation of n..n tom ..n, appear 
c. 1300. @ A parallel formation in MLG. 
bornstén, MDu., Du. barnsteen, etc. means 
‘amber’. 


xvi. — F. brigadier. brindled bri'ndld brown with streaks of 


brigand bri-gend flight-armed irregular 
foot-soldier xiv; freebooter, bandit xv. 
- OF. brigand — It. brigante, sb. use of prp. 
of brigare contend, intrigue for (see prec.). 
Hence bri:gandacGE xvi; after F. 


brigandine, brigantine bri:gondin, -tin 
chain or body armour. xv. ~ OF. brigandine, 


other colour. xvi. Alteration (prob. by 
assoc. with grizzled, speckled) of (arch.) 
brinded (xvi), earlier tbrended (xv), f. thrende 
(Lydg.) prob. of Scand. origin (cf. ON. 
bróndóttr brindled, f. brandr burning, 
BRAND, and brandkrossóttr brindled with a 
white cross on the forehead). 


f. brigand BRIGAND (in the earlier sense); | brine brain water saturated with salt. OE. 


see -INE?, 
brigantine bri'gəntīin tsmall vessel attend- 


brine = MDu. brine (Du. brijn), of unkn. 
origin, 


ing on larger ships xvi; two-masted vessel | bring brin pt., pp. brought brit convey or 


XVI. - F. tbrigandin (mod. -tin) = It. 
brigantino, f. brigante; see BRIGAND, -INE?, 


bright brait shining OE.; ‘resplendent 
with charms' (J.) xir; of vivid colour xiv; 
animated xvir (Sh.). OE. beorht, Anglian 
berht, late Nhb. breht = OS. ber(a)ht, OHG. 
beraht, -eht, ON. bjartr, Goth. bairhts :— 
CGerm, *berytaz, f. IE. *bhereg-, repr. 
also by words denoting brightness, dawn, 
whiteness, and the like, in Indo-Iranian, 
Balto-Slav., and Celtic (e.g. Skr. bhrdjate 


carry with one. OE. bringan, pt. bróhte, pp. 
(ge)bréht = OF ris. bringa, OS., OHG. 
bringan (Du. brengen, G. bringen), Goth. 
briggan :- CGerm. (exc. ON.) *breygan, pt. 
*brapxta, pp. *bragxtaz. (Cf. OE. brenéan 
= OS. brengian, OHG. brengen, also OE. 
str. pp. gebrungen, mod. dial. brung.) IE. 
*bhrenk- *bhroyk- is repr. otherwise only 
in Celtic (W. helbrwng accompany, convey, 
OCorn. hejbrenchiat, MBret. ham|brouk, in 
which the prefix means ‘with’). 


shine, Lith. bréksta dawns, W. berth beauti- brinjal  briind3ol  egg-plant Solanum 


ful). 


brigue brig Tstrife, contention XIV ; intrigue 
xvill. -(OJF. brigue— It. briga ; see BRIGADE. 


brill bril flat-fish, Rhombus vulgaris, 
having brilliant spots. xv. Also brell, prylle 
(xv), prill (xvir), pearl (xvul—-x1x), of which 
the connexions are obscure and the origin 
unkn. 

brilliant briljont brightly shining xvit; 
illustrious, strikingly talented xvii. Not 
freq. before xviir, but current xvii in sb. use 
T() brilliancy, varying with tbrillant, (ii) 
diamond of the finest cut and brilliancy. 
— F. brillant, prp. of briller shine = It. brillare 
(i) shine, (ii) flutter (whence also Sp. brillar, 
Pg. brilhar), of unkn. origin. 


brim brim Tborder, margin, brink xim 


Melongena, xviii (preceded by pallingenie, 
berenjaw XVI). ult. - Pg. beringela — Sp. 
berengena ; see AUBERGINE. 


brinjarry brindzā'ri travelling grain and 


salt merchant in the Deccan. xvin. - Urdu 
banjárá, prob. based on Skr. vaniy (banij) 
trader, trade. 


brink brink edge or border of a steep 


place, river, ete. XIII (K. Horn, Cursor M.). 
ME. also brenk — ON. *brenkón (in Olcel. 
brekka slope), corr. to MLG. brink edge of 
a field, grassland, (brow of) a hill (whence 
G. brink hill), MDu. brinc (Du. brink grass- 
land), of unkn. origin. 


brio  brrou  liveliness, vivacity. XIX 


(Thackeray). -It. brio = OF. brif, Pr. 
briu = Celtic *brzgos (cf. Ir. brig strength, 
W. bri dignity, worth). 


(La3.); edge of a cup, etc. ; projecting rim briony see BRYONY. 


of a hat (Sh.) xvi. Of obscure history, but 


bráühme), ON. barmr edge; cf. MLG. vor- 
brémen, G. verbrdmen provide with a border 


dust. xix. — F., dim. of brique BRICK; see 
-ETTE. 


or edge. The basic meaning of a Germ. | brisk brisk +smart, spruce xv1 (Marlowe, 


*berm- *barm- was perh. ‘raised border’, 
f. *ber- carry, BEAR?; cf. Du. berm (baerm, 
barm, berm ‘agger’, Kilian; see BERM), 
barmte heap of earth. Hence bri-mful xvi; 
a -FUL? ; succeeded to tbretful, OE. brerd- 
fuil. 


brimstone bri:mston sulphur. xu. The 


Sh.); quick and active; sharp (in various 
senses; as applied to beverages cf. F. tvin 
brusque and It. brusco) xvi (Sh.). prob. 
(with unrounding of the vowel) - F. brusque 
(see BRUSQUE), but the connexion of sense 
is not clear. QW. brysg, Gael. brisg, Ir. brise 
are from Eng. 


earliest forms are brynstan, brünston, con- | brisket briskit breast of a beast. xiv 


tinued as brinston and brunsto(o)n, north. 
-stane, till xv1; prob. f. OE. bryne (= ON. 
bruni) burning (f. *burn- BURN*)-++STONE; a 
common ME. var. brenston (also brem-) is 
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(brusket). prob.— AN. *brusket, *brisket, 
vars. of OF. bruschet, *brischet, bruchet, 
brichet (mod. bréchet), poss. f. ON. bridsk 
(Norw., Da. brusk) cartilage, gristle; see -ET. 


BRISTLE 





q There are vars. in Sc. birsket XVI-XVII, 
and fbisket XVII-XVIII. 


bristle brisl stiff hair. xi. ME. brüstel, 
bristel, brestel, pointing to OE. *brystel, 
*byrstel, corr. to OS. *brustil, (M)Du. 
borstel, deriv. of the base repr. by OE. byrst 
bristle (surviving in ME. briist, Se. birse), 
OS. brusta, OHG. burst (in MHG., G. 
borste), ON. burst, bursti, and outside Germ. 
by L. fastigium top, summit, Skr. bhrshtis 
spike, top. 
Bristol bri-stal city and seaport on the 
Lower Avon famous from early times 
for maritime trade; attrib., e.g. in Bristol 
diamond (Xvi), gem (XVIII), stone (XVII) rock 
crystal found in Clifton limestone near 
Bristol; Bristol milk (xvi) sherry. OE. 
Bryégstow site of the BRIDGE (cf. sTOW). 


Britain britn the island containing Eng- 
land, Scotland, and Wales. x11 (RGlouc.). 
ME. Bretayne — OF. Bretaigne (mod. -agne) 
t L. Brittánia, -annia, £. Brit(t)anni = Gr. 
Bret(t)anoi, Pret(t)anoi. (OE. Breoten, 
Breten, Bryten- L. Brittonés; cf. BRITISH.) 


British britif pert. to ancient Britons OE.; 
pert. to Great Britain xiv (revisa). OE. 
Brettisc, Brittisé, Bryttisc, f. Bret, pl. Brettas, 
etc., based on L. Britto (pl. Brittonés) or 
OCeltic *Britto or *Brittos; see -1sH'. 
Hence Bri:tisher! native of Great Britain, 
xix (1829, Marryat); with -er as in foreigner 
or stranger. ‘The American origin or cur- 
rency of this word has sometimes been 
questioned by American writers’ (‘Dict. 
American English’). 


Briton  britn inhabitant or native of 
Britain. xir (RGlouc). -(O)F. Breton 
— L. Brittõnem (nom. Britto), prop. Brit- 
tonem, with pl. Brittones, corr. to OCeltic 
* Britto, *Brittones, whence W. Brython, 
prop. coll. pl. (cf. BRYTHONIC). 


brittle bri'tl liable to break. xiv (Wyclif). 
The variation in ME. britil, bretil, brütil 
points to deriv, from bryt- (as in OE. brytsen 
fragment, gebryttan break in pieces, brytta 
distributor), f. mutated form of Germ. 
*brut-, wk. grade of *breutan (OE. bréotan 
= ON. brjéta) break up, of unkn. origin. 
The somewhat earlier (Kentish and eastern) 
synon. brotel is f. OE. broten, pp. of bréotan 
(cf. gebrot fragment). See -LE*. 


britzka  britsko, brrtfka open carriage 
with calash top. xix. — Pol. bryczka, dim. of 
bryka goods waggon. Cf. G. britschka. 


broach broutf A. fpointed rod or pin; 
roasting-spit xIv, church spire xv1; tapered 
boring-bit xviir. B. (f. the vb.) tperforation 
with a tap XV; cf. ABROACH. — (O)F. broche 
spit = It, brocca split cane, Sp., Pg. broca 
drill, auger :- Rom. *brocca spike (cf. AL. 
brocha skewer, brooch), sb. use of fem. of 
L. brocc(h)us (as in brocchi dentes projecting 
teeth); cf. BRoocH. So broach vb. pierce 
XIV ; give vent to XVI. — (O)F. brocher — Pr. 
brocar, etc. :-- Rom. deriv. of the sb. 


BROGUE 








broad brid extended in measurement 
from side to side. OE. brdd = OF ris., OS. 
bréd (Du. breed), (O)JHG. bret, ON. breidr, 
Goth. braips :- CGerm. *braidaz, of which 
no cogns. are known. Hence broa-dcast 
adj. scattered abroad, widely disseminated 
XVIII ; f. broad adv. abroad, widely 4- cast pp. ; 
also used as adv. ; whence as vb. xIx, from 
which a sb. (e.g. wireless broadcast) was 
formed xx. broa:dcrorH. xv, broa:dsipx 
of a ship ; of the discharge of artillery on one 
side of a ship; synon. with broadsheet. xvi. 


Brobdingnagian brəbdiņnæ'giən of huge 
dimensions, gigantic. XVIII. f. Brobdingnag, 
name given by Swift in ‘Gulliver’s Travels’ 
to an imaginary country where everything 
is on a gigantic scale; see -IAN. 

brocade brókei:d textile fabric with raised 
figures. xvir. Earlier brocardo, brocado 
(xvi) - Sp., Pg. brocado, with blending of 
F. brocart-It. broccato, lit. ‘embossed 
stuff’, f. brocco twisted thread; see -ADE. 


brocard brou:kaid elementary principle 
or maxim. XVII. = F. brocard or medL. 
brocardus, appellative use of the latinized 
form of Burchard, name of a bishop of 
Worms (x1), author of ‘Regul Ecclestasticz’ 
in 20 books. 


brocatelle brokate:l imitation of brocade. 
xvii (Evelyn). F., earlier brocatel - lt. 
broccatello gold tinsel, dim. of broccato (see 
BROCADE). 


broccoli bro:koli kind of cauliflower. xvii 
(‘the Broccoli from Naples’, Evelyn). - It. 
broccoli, pl. of broccolo cabbage sprout or 
head, dim. of brocco shoot (see BROACH). 


broch broy, bray (archzol.) prehistoric 
tower-like structure in north. Scotland. 
xvii (brugh, brogh, burgh). var. of BURGH. 


broché  brow[ei (fabric) woven with a 
pattern on the face, XiX. F., pp. of brocher 
stitch, f. broche knitting-needle (see BROACH). 


brochure brou‘Juor pamphlet. xvin. - F. 
brochure lit. ‘stitching’, f. brocher stitch; 
see -URE. 


brock brok (dial) badger. OE. broc(c) 
— OBrit. *brokkos (W., Corn., Bret. broch, 
Ir., Gael. broc, OIr. brocc). 


brocket bro:kit stag in its second year with 
its first horns, which resemble a short 
dagger. xv. - AN. *broquet (cf. AL. 
brokettus x11), f. broque, dial. var. of broche 
BROOCH ; cf. F. brocard young roe (xv) and 
synon. daguet, tdagard (f. dague dagger, 
stag's first antler). 


brogue! broug rude shoe of Ireland and the 
Scottish Highlands xvi; pl. Those, trousers 
XVII; strong outdoor shoe xix. = Ir., Gael. 
brog (Olr. bróc) - ON. brók (see BREEKS). 


brogue? broug strongly marked provincial 
(esp. Irish) accent. xvii (Irish Hudibras', 
1689). perh. the same word as prec. used 
in playful allusion to the foot-gear of Ir. or 
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BROIL 





Sc. speakers; in xvii freq. in phr. kave the 
brogue on his tongue. Improbably connected 
by some with Ir. barróg hold, grip (barróg 
teangan ‘grip of the tongue’, lisp). 


broil! broil turmoil, quarrel. xvi. Earliest 

forms breull, bruill, f. tbroil vb. confuse, dis- 
turb (cf. EMBROIL)-— AN. broiller, (O)F. 
brouiller, earlier brooillier :- Rom. *brodi- 
culáre, f. *brodicáre (cf. Bergamo dial. 
brodigar defile), f. *brodum, whence OF. 
breu (see BROSE) ; cf. IMBROGLIO. 


broil? broil Tburn xiv (Barbour); grill 
XIV (Ch.). Earliest forms (Sc.) brulse, broille, 
brule, bruyle - OF. bruler, bruller, earlier 
brusler (mod. bráler) burn :- Rom. *brustu- 
làre, perh. f. Germ. *brun- *bren- BURN? + 
L. dstuldre burn up, whence Pr. usclar, It. 
ustolare long for (cf. COMBUSTION). 


broke(n) brou-k(n) see BREAK}. 


broker  broukor  Tpedlar, small trader; 
second-hand dealer (cf. pawnbroker); 
middleman; fgo-between xiv ; appraiser or 
seller of distrained goods xix. Late ME. 
broco(u)r (PPl.) - AN. brocour, beside abro- 
cour (cf. AL. brocátor, abrocátor), corr. to 
Pr. abrocador broker, abrocatge brokerage, 
beside brocatge charge on wine; of unkn. 
origin, but the existence of vars. with a- has 
suggested connexion with Sp. alboroque 
drinking on the conclusion of a bargain, 
Pg. alborque truck, exchange, alborcar barter, 
in which al- is AL-?, and the root is held to 
be of Sem. origin. Hence bro:Kerace xv; 
repl. tbrokage (xiv, PPl., Wyclif, Ch.) - AN. 
brocage (AL. brocágium). 


brolly bro: (colloq.) unexpl. alteration of 
UMBRELLA, said to have been first used at 
Winchester College, and later at the uni- 
versities of Oxford and Cambridge. xix 
(1874). 
bromine brou:min (chem.) non-metallic 
element. 1827. f. F. brome (formerly also 
used in Eng.), f. Gr. brémos stink+-1NeE°; 
so named from its strong irritating smell. 
Hence bro:mIDE x1x; the sl. sense of ‘com- 
mon place or person’, ‘trite remark’, derives 
from the use of potassium bromide as a 
sedative Xx. 


bronchia bro:pkio branches of the bronchi. 
XVII. late L. = Gr. n.pl. brdgkhia, f. brégkhos 
windpipe, whence late L. bronchus, pl. 
=i the branches of the windpipe. Hence 
bro'nchiar. xvi. =- modL. bron- 
chi-ris. xix. — modL,, f. bronchi, bronchia. 
bro:nch(o)-, comb. form of bronchus, as 
in bronchocele goitre (xvir) = modL. = Gr. 
brogkhokélé lit. ‘tumour of the throat’. 


bronco bro'nkou (California and New 
Mexico) half-tamed horse. xIx. -= Sp. 
bronco rough, rel. to OF. bronche, It. bronco 
block, lump. 


brontosaurus brantousd-ras huge dino- 
saurian reptile. xix. modL. (1879), f. Gr. 
bronté thunder-- safiros lizard. 


BROSE 


bronze bronz alloy of copper and tin 
(formerly included under BRAsS) ; prob. first 
used of objects of antiquity made of this. 
xvi. — EF. bronze—-]t. bronzo (whence 
medL. bronzium, brontium, in It. docu- 
ments), prob. - Pers. birinj, pirinj copper. 
@ The vocalism is difficult to account for, 
but a similar difficulty attaches to Berthelot’s 
deriv. from MQGr. brontesion - medL. as 
brundisium ‘brass of Brindisi’, where, acc. 
to Pliny, bronze mirrors were produced. 
The word has passed into the Germ. and 
Slav. langs. 


brooch  brout| ornamental (safety-)pin. 
XIII. — (OJF. broche spit, long needle — Sp. 
broca, It. brocca :- Rom. *brocca spike, sb. 
use of fem. of L. brocc(h)us projecting (see 
BROACH). 


brood brid progeny, offspring. OE. bréd, 
corr. to MDu. broet (Du. broed), OHG. 
bruot, MHG. heat, warmth, hatching, 
brood (G. brut), f. Germ. *brdd-, dental 
deriv. of *bró- warm, heat, whence MDu. 
broeyen warm up, hatch, MHG. briiejen (G. 
briithen scald). Hence brood vb. sit on eggs 
xv; hover over XVI; meditate intensely XVIII. 
broo-dy inclined to sit OE.; tprolific. OE. 
brodig ; see -Y!. 


brook! bruk small stream. OE. bréc, corr. 
to LG. and IIG. words meaning ‘marsh, 
bog’, MLG. brék, (M)Du. broek, OHG. 
bruoh (G. bruch); of unkn. origin. Hence 
broo-klime the plant speedwell xv; orig. 
brokelemk (OE. hleomoce = MLG. Ilémeke), 
whence brooklem, -lyme (xv1). 


brook? bruk (Sc. or arch.) enjoy, use OE. ; 
(arch.) put up with, endure xvi. OE. briican, 
pt. bréac, pp. gebrocen = OFris. bruéka, OS. 
brikan (Du. bruiken), OHG. brihhan (G. 
brauchen use, want, need), Goth. brükjan 
(cf. brüks useful); CGerm. (exc. ON.) deriv. 
of *brük- make use of :- IE. *bArug-, whence 
.L. frui enjoy (see FRUIT). Weak inflexions 
occur xIv. The vowel of the present pro- 
nunc. is abnormal, modern u answering usu. 
to ME. 6; the date of the appearance of the 
sense ‘endure’ may point to literary adoption 
from a dialect, whence perh. the unusual 
vocalism. 


broom brim, brum yellow-flowered shrub 

Cytisus scoparius OE.; sweeping imple- 
ment, orig. one of broom twigs XV. 
OE. brém, corr. to MLG. bram, MDu. 
bráme (Du. braam), OHG. brdmo, brdma 
(comp. OHG. brambert, G. brombeere hip), 
OS. hiop|brdmio hawthorn bush, MLG. 
bréme, brumme. MDu. bremme, OHG. 
brámma brier, and forms s.v. BRAMBLE. 


brose brouz dish of oatmeal made with 
boiling water. xvil. modSc. form of ME. 
broys, browis, browes (xi11-xvir), also brewes, 
brewis (xvi-) —- OF. broez, brouez (mod. 
brouet), f. breu = Pr. bro, It. brodo :- Rom. 
*brodo = Germ. *brobam BROTH. 
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BROTH 


BRUNETTE 





broth brdp liquid in which meat, etc. has 
been boiled. OE. brab = OHG. brod, ON. 
broó :- Germ. *bropam, f. (*bro-) *bru-, 
base of BREW. 


brothel bro-d], bro-pl worthless fellow 
xiv (Gower); Tprostitute xv; bawdy-house 
xvi. Late ME. bropel, f. OE. a|bropen gone 
to ruin, pp. of bréopan deteriorate, de- 
generate (cf. briebel worthless), of unkn. 
origin: for a similar formation cf. brotel s.v. 
BRITTLE. In the present sense, short for 
tbrothel-house (Sh.), tbredel-, tbrothelles 
house (xvi), by assoc. with earlier Tbordel 
(~OF. bordel = Pr. bordel hut, brothel, 
f. bord BOARD), which it superseded. 


brother br4:óo: CGerm. and CIE. term 

of relationship, like daughter, father, mother, 
sister. OE. bróbor, pl. bropor, brópru, dial. 
br&pre — OFris. brother, bróder, OS. brothar, 
(M)Du. broeder, (M)LG. broder, OHG. 
bruodar (G. bruder), ON. bróüir, Goth. 
brópar :- Germ.  *brópar += IE. *bhráter, 
whence Skr. bhrátr, Gr. phrátér, -ór, L. 
fräter, OSI. bratrů, OCeltic *brdter (Ir., 
Gael. brathair, W. brawd, Breton breur). 
The arch. pl. brethren bre:drin. 


brougham brou:2m, bru:om, brüm one- 
horse closed carriage. XIX. f. name of 
Henry Peter, Lord Brougham (1778-1868). 


brough var. of BROCH. 


brow brau teyelash, eyelid; arch of hair 
above the eye OE.; projecting edge of a 
hill, etc. xv; forehead xvr. OE. brü:- 
Germ. *brüs :—- IE. *bhrüs, whence also Gr. 
ophrüs, Lith. bruvis, Olr. acc. pl. for|bru, 
Pers. (a)bra, Skr. bhriis; ON. bru bridge is 
perh. the same word, but the ON. word for 
‘eyebrow’ is bruin. (| Not allied to OE, bréw ; 
see BRAE. Hence brow‘BEAT. xvi; the 
etymol. meaning is perh. ‘beat by frowning’, 
but this is uncertain, 


browis see BROSE. 


brown braun (arch.) dusky, dark OE.; of 
the colour produced by mixing orange and 
black xi. OE. brain = OF ris., OS. brün 
(Du. bruin; see BRUIN), OHG. brūn (G. 
braun), ON. brünn :- CGerm. (exc. Goth.) 
*brünaz (adopted in Rom., as F., Pr. brun, 
It. bruno, and in Lith. briinas). Reinforced 
in ME. from (O)F. brun — Germ. The base 
of the Germ. word appears in Lith. béras 
brown (cf. BEAR!), and with redupl. in Skr. 
babhrús reddish-brown (cf. BEAVER) ; cf. also 
Gr. phrüne, phrünos toad. OE. brün, ME. 
broun, ON. briinn, OHG. briin, were applied 
to burnished or glistening surfaces; see 
BURNISH. Brown Bess flint-lock musket 
(xviir ; earlier brown musket); Bess, pet-form 
of Elizabeth. In brown study (xv1) the sense 
appears to have been orig. ‘dark’, ‘overcast’, 
‘gloomy’. 

brownie brau‘ni benevolent sprite. XVI. 
f. BROWN-- -e, -Y*. (Hence Gael. bri£inidh.) 


browning brau-nin automatic pistol. xx. 


Name of John M. Browning of Ogden, 
Utah, U.S.A. 


Brownist brau-nist follower of Robert 
Brown, English puritan and nonconformist, 
who advocated (c. 1580) a system of church 
government of the congregationalist pattern. 
xvi. Hence Brow'nisM. XVII. 


brown-jolly brau'ndzoli W. Indian per- 
version of BRINJAL. XVIII. 


browse brauz sb. young shoots and twigs, 
cattle-fodder; vb. crop and eat, feed on 
leaves, etc. xv. Both sb. and vb. are first 
recorded from Fitzherbert’s ‘Husbandry’, 
1523, and are ult.-early modF. broust 
(earlier brost, now brout) bud, young shoot, 
brouster (now brouter) crop, prob. of Germ. 
origin; but the loss of t in Eng. is difficult 
to account for. 


Bruin, bruin brü'in common or brown 
bear. xvi. = Du. bruin, with spelling- 
pronunc. (in Butler's 'Hudibras' r.w. ruine), 
the Du. form of BROWN used as a proper 
name in 'Reynard the Fox', whence its 
isolated early occurrence in 1481 in Caxton's 
transl. of the Flemish. 


bruise brüz (orig.) crush, mangle, (now) 

injure by a blow or pressure without break- 
ing skin. OE. brysan (whence ME. brüse, 
brise, bryse, brese) rel. to OE. brosntan 
crumble, decay, and further to L. frustum 
piece, fragment (see FRUSTUM). With this 
coalesced briise, broyse, brose, later bruise 
— AN. bruser, OF. bruisier (mod. briser) 
break, smash, of unkn. origin. Hence 
bruise sb. tbreach xv; contusion XVI. 


bruit brit noise, clamour; report, rumour, 
xv. (O)F. bruit, sb. use of pp. of bruire roar 
:- Rom. *brügere, alteration. of L. rugire 
roar by assoc. with *bragere BRAY!. Hence 
bruit vb. noise, rumour. XV. 


brumal brü:mol wintry. xvi (G. Douglas). 
~ L. brümális, £. brüma winter, for *brevima 
(sc. diés) ‘shortest (day)’, f. brevis BRIEF. So 
brumous brū'məs foggy. XIX. ~F. 
brumeux — late L. brümósus rainy (Isidore), 
f. brüma ; see -AL, -OUS. 


brumby br4:mbi (Austral) wild or un- 
broken horse. xix. Of unkn. origin. 


Brummagem  br4':midgom  counterfeit, 
sham. xvii. Local pronunc., now vulgar, 
of the name of Birmingham, England, used 
allusively, orig. with ref. to the counterfeit 
groats made there c. 1680, more recently to 
the cheap plated and lacquer ware manu- 
factured there. The form depends on an old 
var. of the name, Bromwichham, Bromecham 
XVI, Bromegem XVII, earlier Burmincham, 
Burmingeham xui. 


brunette brune:t dark-complexioned (girl 
or woman) xvii (anglicized brunet, Dryden), 
XVIII. = (O)F. brunette, fem. of brunet, dim. 
of brun BROWN ; see -ETTE. (Earlier thrown- 
etta XVI = It. brunetta, with assim. to brown.) 
Cf. BURNET. 
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BRUNSWICK 





Brunswick bra‘nzwik name of a city of 
Germany, used attrib. in Brunswick black 
(kind of varnish). -LG. Brunswik (G. 
Braunschweig), f. g. of Brün Bruno (the 
founder)J-:wzk wickl. 


brunt brant tblow, onset, attack XIV-XVII; 
shock; (chief) stress xvr. Of unkn. origin. 


brush! braJ (dial) loppings of trees xiv 
(R. Mannyng); (U.S., etc.) thicket xvr. 
ME. brusche - AN. brousse, OF. broce, brosse 
(whence F. broussaille) = Pr. brosa, Sp. 
broza :- Rom. *bruscia, perh. f. L. bruscum 
excrescence on the maple (Pliny). 





brush?’ braf utensil for sweeping or scrub- 
bing dirt away xiv; for painting xv. - OF 
broisse, (also mod.) brosse, perh. to be identi- 
fied with prec.; cf. broom. Hence vb. xv. 


brush? braf trush with speed xiv; (sl.) 
decamp; move briskly by, past, etc. XVII. 
poss. = OF. brosser go through brushwood, 
f. brosse BRUSH!, Hence sb. forcible rush or 
encounter. XIV. 


brusque brusk, brask, briisk blunt, off- 
hand. xvir (brusk). — F. brusque lively, 
wild, fierce, harsh — It. brusco sour, tart, 
sour-looking, a use of the sb. = Sp., Pg. 
brusco butcher’s broom (a spiny bush) :- 
Rom. bruscum, perh. blend of L. rüscum 
butcher's broom with *brücus heather (see 
BRIAR). Cf. BRISK. 


Brussels bra‘salz name (Flem. Brussel, F. 
Bruxelles) of the capital of Belgium, as in 
Brussels carpet (x1x), Brussels sprouts (XVIII). 


Brut brit chronicle of British history. 
xIV (brout). —- MW. brut (W. brud) in the 
titles of Welsh chronicles of British history ; 
transf. use (in French or in Welsh) of Brutus 
name of the legendary eponymous founder 
of Britain, reputed grandson of Æneas. 


brutal brū'təl tanimal xv (Sc. brutal beist) ; 
inhuman, brutish xvi. -—(O)F. brutal or 
med. L. brütális, f. L. brütus BRUTE+-AL. 
Hence bruta:liry xvi, bru':talizzE xvin. 
— EF. brutaliser. So brute brit adj. (esp. 
in brute beast) of the lower animals xv; 
brutish; irrational xvi; sb. lower animal 
XVII. — F. brut, brute = Sp., It. bruto - L. 
brutus heavy, stupid, dull, held to be from 
an Italic dial. in which b- :- *ezo-, and so 
rel. to L. gravis heavy, GRAVE, Lett. grits 
heavy. Hence brutish xv; see -1sH!. 


brutus brū'təs rough short-haired wig. 
XIX. =F., f. cognomen of two ancient 
Romans famous for their patriotism and 
merciless virtue. 


bryology braio-ledzi branch of botany 
concerning mosses, XIX. f. Gr. brtion mossy 
seaweed -H -LOGY. 

bryony brai oni cucurbitaceous plant. xvi. 
- L. bryónia (Pliny) — Gr. brudniad (Diosco- 
rides), Earlier tbrione (xiv) - OF. brione. 

Brythonic bripo-nik pert. to the Celts of 
South Britain. xix (J. Rhŷs}. f. W. Brython 


BUCK 


Britons (:- Celtic *Brittones, pl. of *Britto 
BnrroN)---1c. Cf. GOIDELIC. 


bubble ba'bl sb. globule of liquid enclosing 
air, etc.; vb. form bubbles. xiv. prob. 
imit. like the parallel Du. bobbel, bobbelen, 
G. dial. bobbel, bubbel, -en, Sw. bubla, Da. 
boble; perh. in part a modification of the 
earlier BURBLE. 


bubbly-jock ba:blidgok (Sc.) turkey. x1x 
(Scott). The first el. is imit. of the bird’s 
cry (cf. gobbler), the second is jock Jack. 


bubo bjü'bou inflamed swelling in groin or 
armpits. xIv (Trevisa). -— L. bubd(n-) owl, 
medL. swelling — Gr. boubón groin, swelling 
in groin. Hence bubonic bjubo'nik. XIX. 


buccal ba4-kol pert. to the cheek(s) xix. 
f. L. bucca cheek, mouth, familiar syn. of 
0s (see ORAL) ; see -AL. 

buccaneer bakonis-x fcurer of flesh on a 
barbecue; sea-rover. xvii. - F. boucamnier, 
f. boucaner cure flesh on a boucan or barbecue 
(Tupi mukem, mocaém, whence Pg. moquém). 
The sb. and vb. boucan, buccan (from the 
F. sb. and vb.) appear earlier in xvi. The 
orig. application was to French and English 
hunters of oxen and swine in San Domingo 
and ‘Tortugas, who dried the flesh of their 
prey on a wooden framework called by a 
name reported by De Léry (16..) as boucan, 
the Haitian. equiv. of which is barbacóa 
BARBECUE. 'lhe name was transf. to the 
pirates of the Spanish Main whose habits 
were similar. 

buccinator ba'ksineitər (anat) check 
muscle used in blowing. XVIIL. — L. buccinaá- 
tor, f. buccináre blow the buccina, bucina, or 
crooked trumpet; see -ATOR. 





bucellas bjuse-les Portuguese white wine. 
XIX. f. name of a village near Lisbon, 
Portugal. 


bucentaur bjuse:ntoi papal or ducal state 
barge adorned with gilding and paintings. 
XVII. — F. bucentaure (simulating centaure 
CENTAUR) = It. bucentoro, f. (Venetian) *bucio 
int oro ‘barge in gold’ (tbucio — Germ. 
#buk- paunch; finto ~ L. intus within; ora 
eL. aurum gold). 


Bucephalus bjuse'fələs pompous name for 
a riding-horse. xvir. L.— Gr. Bouképhalos 
name of Alexander the Great's charger, f. 
botis ox (see cow’) -;- Rephalé HEAD}. 


buck! bak A. male of deer; the-goat OE; 
B. Tfellow (? from ON. bokki) xiv; gay, 
dashing man xviir. (i) OE. buc male deer = 
MDu. boc (Du. bok), OHG. boc (G. bock), 
ON. bukkr, bokkr :~ Germ. *bukkaz (whence, 
only in the sense ‘he-goat’, (O)F. bouc, 
Pr. boc); (ii) OE. bucca he-goat = ON. 
bokki my good fellow, old buck :- *bukkon ; 
prob., like cow, ewe, goat, mouse, wolf, of 
prim. IE. origin (cf. Olr. bocc he-goat, 
Arm. buc lamb, Av. büza-, Skr. bukka he- 
goat), but the connexions are doubtful. 
Buckbean (xvi), tr. Flem. bocks boonen 
‘goat’s beans’. Hence buck vb. (dial.) 
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BUCK 





dress up (i.e. like a ‘buck’ or smart fellow); 
(sl.) cheer up; hurry up xix. 


buck? bak (obs. or dial.) lye for washing; 
quantity of clothes washed. xvi. f. Tbuck 
vb. steep in lye (xiv, bouken, PP1.) :- OE. 
*bücian, corr. to MHG. büchen (G. beuchen), 
LG. büken, Sw. byka, Da. byge, f. Germ. 
*bük- (whence F. buer wash, buée lye). 


buckeen ba4ki:n (Anglo-Ir.) young man of 
the inferior or poorer gentry. xvi. f. 
BUCK! B 4- -EEN?, 


bucket ba-kit pail-shaped vessel for hold- 
ing liquid. xir. Also bouket, buket, boket 
— AN. buket, buquet tub, pail (cf. AL. 
bo-, bukettum xiu), perh. f. OE. bac belly, 
pitcher = OFris., MLG. bük, OHG. büh 
(Du. buik, G. bauch belly, paunch, bulge), 
ON. búkr body; see -Er. Hence bu:cket- 
SHOP (U.S.) place where liquor was obtain- 
able in buckets, etc. supplied by customers; 
(hence) establishment orig. for smaller 
gambling transactions in grain, (later gen.) 
for miscellaneous gambling on the markets. 


buckle bak! clasp with a hinged tongue, 

for securing a belt, etc. xiv. —(O)F. boucle 
metal ring, boss of shield :- L. buccula 
cheek-strap of a helmet, boss of a shield, 
dim. of bucca cheek. (The common F. 
sense ‘curl of hair’ was current in Eng. 
xvi.) Hence bu:ckle vb. fasten with a 
buckle xiv (Ch.); (after F. boucler) bend 
under stress XVI. See -CLE. 


buckler ba4:klor small round shield. xritr. 
ME. boc(e)ler - OF. bocler, boucler, bucler 
(mod. bouclier), orig. adj. in escu boucler 
shield having a boss, f. boucle boss (see 
prec.) 4- -er -EnR*. 


buckra b4:kro white man. xvin. — Suri- 
nam bakra master (cf. Efik mbadkara, madkara 
encompass, master). 


buckram ba‘krom fine linen or cotton 

fabric xIv; coarse linen or cloth stiffened 
xv. ME. boker(h)am —- AN. bukeram, OF. 
boquerant (mod. bougran), corr. to Pr. 
bocaran, Sp. bucaran, It. bucherame, ob- 
scurely f. Bukhara, name of a town in 
Turkestan, whence a fine fabric was ex- 
ported to Europe. (So MDu. bocraen, 
MHG. buggeram, -an, from French.) @ For 
the change of final to m cf. grogram, 
megrim, vellum. 


buckshee ba:k[i (sl) extra rations; adj., 
adv. gratuitous(ly). xix. Alteration of 
BAKSHEESH. 


buckthorn  ba:kpbàun shrub Rhamnus 
catharticus. xvi (Lyte). f. BucK!+THORN; 
tr. modL. cervi spina ‘stag’s thorn’. 


buckwheat ba-kmit the cereal Polygonum 
Fagopyrum. xvi (Turner). -MDu. boec- 
weite (Du. boekweit), MLG. bokwéte (LG. 
bookweten), £. boek, bók (see BEECH) H- weite 
WHEAT; so named from its triquetrous seeds 


BUFFALO 
resembling those of the beech. (The LG. 


word has been adopted in F. as bou-, 
bucail(le), bouquette, and beaucuit.) 


bucolic bjuka-lik pastoral, rustic; sb. pl. 
pastoral poems. xvi. -L. bücolicus = Gr. 
boukolikds, f. boukélos herdsman, f. bods ox 
(see COW) -+ *Rol-, perh. rel. to HOLD ; see -1C. 


bud? bad flower or leaf not opened. xiv 
(Trevisa). Late ME. bodde, budde, of unkn. 
origin. (The synon. MDu. botte, Du. bot 
cannot be connected.) Hence bud vb. 
xiv (Trevisa). 


bud? bad (U.S.) infantile or negro altera- 
tion of BROTHER. Also bu:ddy (-v9). xix. 


Bude bjüd f. name of a town in Cornwall, 
place of residence of Sir Goldsworthy 
Gurney (1793-1875), inventor of a burner 
and a light so named. 


budge’ bad3z lambskin with the wool 
dressed outwards. xiv. Early forms 
(disyll) bugee, bugeye, buggy, bog(e)y, in 
AL. buggetum, of unkn. origin. From 
Milton’s budge doctors of the Stoic fur 
(‘Comus’ 707), where the reference seems to 
be to the wearing of gowns trimmed with 
budge, the word was freq. used XVII-XVIII 
for ‘stiff, formal, pompous’. 


budge? badz stir. xvr (bouge). -= (O)F. 
bouger, prob. = Pr. bolegar disturb oneself, 
It. bulicare bubble up :- Rom. *bullicáre 
bubble, f£. L. bullire, f. bulla bubble (BuLL?). 


budgerigar ba4:dzorigà:r love-bird. xIx 
(many vars.). xix. Native Australian (Port 
Jackson), f. budger: good-- gar cockatoo. 


budgerow ba4:d3orou Indian keelless barge. 
xviII (earlier Tbazara xvi). - Hindi, Bengali 
bajrá. 


budget ba4:dsit Tpouch, wallet xv; bundle, 
stock XVI; annual estimate made by the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer (who was for- 
merly said to ‘open his budget’) xvui. 
— OF. bougette, dim. of bouge leather bag 
~~ L. bulga, said by Festus to be Gaulish 
(cf. Ir. bolg belly, bag, pouch, etc.) ; see -ET. 


budmash see BADMASH. 


buff! baf blow, stroke, buffet (surviving 
only in BLIND-MAN’S-BUFF). — OF. buffe 
BUFFET! ; cf. Du. bof. 


buff? baf A. Tbuffalo, wild ox xvi; B. 
(earlier buff leather) leather of buffalo hide, 
hence of ox hide; military attire (orig. of 
this leather) xvi; the bare skin xvii; C. 
light-brownish yellow (hence as adj.) XVIII. 
prob. — F. buffie BUFFALO. 


buffalo ba-falou species of ox, orig. Indian. 
XVI. prob. immed.—Pg. bufalo (mod. 
bufaro), corr. to It. bufalo (whence F. bufle), 
Sp. búbalo, búfalo := late L. büfalu-s, L. 
bibalu-s - Gr. botibalos antelope, wild ox. 
(F. buffle was adopted earlier in xvi and 
continued in use till c. 1800; cf. BUFF?.) 
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BUFFER 


BULGE 





buffer! ba'fər fellow. xvir. prob. ult. 
from an imit. base *buff- blow, puff, make 
the sound of a soft blow, whence the mean- 
ings ‘stammerer’ (xiv), ‘soft fellow’ (dial.) ; 
see next. Cf. OE. abyffan mutter. 


buffer? ba4:foi device for deadening the 
force of concussion. XIX. prob. f. buff vb. 
sound as a soft body when struck, (earlier) 
stutter, splutter (as with laughter); if so, 
ult. identical with prec. 


buffet! ba-fit blow. xr. = OF. (now dial.) 
buffet, dim. of buffe, of imit. origin. So 
buffet vb. xir. - (O)F. buffeter. 


buffet? bu-fei, || büfe sideboard, cupboard 
in a recess XVIII; refreshment bar xix. F., 
of unkn. origin. 


buffo bu-fou comic actor; adj. comic. 
xvir (Foote). -It. buffo puff of wind, 
buffoon, f. duffare (see next). 


buffoon bafù'n clown. xvi. — F. bouffon, 
~ It. buffone, f. buffare puff (prob. with 
allusion to puffing out the cheeks as a comic 
gesture), of imit. origin; see -OON. 


bug! bag object of dread. xiv. The earliest 

of several words, mostly evidenced from 
XVI, of similar form and meaning (‘goblin’, 
‘spectre’, ‘bugbear’, ‘bogey’), the con- 
nexions of which are obscure; viz. Tbog, 
tboggard, (dial.) bogle (Dunbar), bogle-bo, 
BUGABOO, BUGBEAR, and the more recent 
BOGEY. Comparison with W. bwg, bwgan 
ghost, hobgoblin, bwgwl fear, threat, is 
inevitable, but it is uncertain how these 
forms are related. The phr. big bug, mean- 
ing ‘important person’, is presumably an 
example of this word; but cf. (dial.) bug 
swaggering, pompous (xv1), and ‘one whom 
no big, nor bugs wordes can terrifie' (Cotgr. 
s.v. Cheval). 


bug? bag insect, beetle (as still in U.S.); 
bed-bug, Cimex lectularius. xvi (in turd bug 
dung-beetle). Origin unascertained ; poss. 
alteration of budde, OE. budda, as in scearn- 
budda dung-beetle, (dial.) shorn-bug (xvi1); 
but conjectured to be identical with Buc! 
through assoc. with fly in the sense of 
‘familiar demon’, Baalzebub (Beelzebub) ‘the 
prince of devils’ being interpreted by some 
as ‘lord of flies’. 


bugaboo bagəbū: bogey, bugbear. XVIII 
(buggybow ; earlier bugboy may be a corrup- 
tion). prob. of dial. origin; cf. W. bwcibo 
the Devil (bwci hobgoblin, bo scarecrow), 
Corn. buccaboo ; the OF. demon-name Bugi- 
bus may be of Celtic origin. 


bugbear ba-gbear thobgoblin; object of 
dread. xvi. app. f. BUG!--BEAR!l (ME. 
bokeberet, glossing OF. escarrie, as an 
alternative to ME. skerlis scarecrow, is 
isolated and obscure, but is remarkably like 
in form and sense.) A former syn. was 
Tscare-bug (xvi-xv11) ; also Tbull-bear, Tbull- 
beggar (xvi). 


ba4:goi sodomite xvi 


bugger 
bowgard); (vulgar and dial.) coarse term of 


(bouguer, 


abuse; also, fellow, chap xvur. —-MDu. 
bugger ~ (O)F. bougre theretic, (arch.) sodo- 
mite, (colloq.) 'chap' :- medL. Bulgarus 
BULGARIAN, heretic (the Bulgarians being 
so regarded as belonging to the Greek 
Church), spec. Albigensian. So bw ggrenv. 
xIV. ~MDu. buggerie (OF. bouguerie); cf. 
MLG. buggernie. 

buggy ba'gi light horse-vehicle. xvi. Of 
unkn. origin ; taken into F. as boghei (Lamar- 
tine spells it boguey). 

bugle! bjü:gl buffalo, bull; kind of horn 
(short for bugle horn horn of a wild ox used 
as a drinking-vessel and as a musical instru- 
ment). xiv. - OF. bugle:- L. büculu-s, 
dim. of bós ox (see cow!). 

bugle? bjü:gl plant of the genus Ajuga. 
xut. = late L. bugula (whence F. bugle, Sp. 
bugula, It. bugola). 

bugle? bjü'gl tubular glass bead. xvi (also 
buegle, beaugle). Of unkn. origin. 

bugloss bjü:glos boraginaceous plant. xv. 
— F. buglosse or L. büglossus - Gr. bouglóssos 
lit. “ox-tongued’, f. boás ox (see cow!)4- 
glóssa tongue (cf. cross). 


buhl bül material prepared for inlaid work. 
XIX. f. name of André Boule, designer of 
marqueterie, who lived in France in the 
reign of Louis XIV ; the sp. buhl appears 
to be a Germanized form. 


build bild construct, orig. for a dwelling. 
OE. byldan (cf. bylda builder), f. bold dwell- 
ing, house, var. of bot] (surviving in proper 
names, as Newbolt, Newbould, Harbottle, 
Bootle) = OF ris. bddel, OS. bodl, ON. bdl :— 
Germ. *buplam, f. *bu- dwell (see BOWER?). 
The present sp. reflects a southern and 
western development, the pronunc. a 
northern and midland; cf. Buy. 


bukshee ba'kfi paymaster. xvi (buxy). 
— Urdu, Pers. bakhshi, f. bakhshidan give 
(see BAKSHEESH). Cf. BUCKSHEE. 


bulb balb fonion xv1; ‘root’ of onion, etc. 
XVII; roundish dilatation, spec. of a glass 
tube xvii. — L. bulbus = Gr. bélbos onion, 
bulbous root, with Baltic cogns. Hence 
bu-Iboos xvr; cf. F. bulbe (xvi), bulbeux. 


bulbul bu:bul Eastern song-thrush. xvirt. 
— Pers. - Arab. bulbul, of imit. origin. 


Bulgarian balgee'rion pert. to (a native of) 
Bulgaria. xvi. f.medL. Bulgaria, f. Bulgarus 
Bulgarian —- OSI. Bligarini; see -1AN. (In 
OE. Bulgarisé.) Old Bulgarian, the oldest 
extant form of the Slavonic group of lan- 
guages, also called Old Church Slavonic. So 
Bu'lgar. xvir. — F. Bulgare, G. Bulgar, or 
medL. Bulgarus. 


bulge bald3 }wallet, pouch x111; bottom of 
a ship’s hull xvir; (f. the vb.) protuberance 
XVIII. = (O)F. bouge — L. bulga leathern sack, 
bag, of Gaulish origin; the second sense 
is of obscure origin (cf. BILGE). Hence bulge 
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BULIMY 


vb. stave in the bottom of a ship; also 
intr. XVI; protrude xvii. 

bulimy  bjülimi morbid hunger, (fig.) 
voracity. xvii. -modL. bulimia - Gr. 
boulimía, f. boá-s ox, COW!, used as an inten- 
sive el.-dimds hunger; cf. F. boulimie. (Gr. 
synon. botlimos was adopted in medL. as 
bolismus, whence OF. bolisme, later boulime ; 
Trevisa has bolisme, Sylvester, tr. Du Bartas, 
boulime.) 

bulk! balk A. cargo (in bulk, in large un- 
broken quantities) xıv; Theap xv; B. Tbelly, 
trunk, body xiv ; large body, huge frame xvt ; 
C. magnitude, volume, mass xv. prob. orig. 
three separate words but subsequently 
identified by assoc. of sense; in A — Olcel. 
bulki cargo; in B perh. at first an alteration 
of thouk, OE. bic belly = OS. bük (Du. 
buik), OHG. bah (G. bauch), ON. bükr :—- 
CGerm. (exc. Goth.) *bükaz; in C prob. 
transf. use of either A or B. Hence bulk vb. 
(in several unconnected uses). xvi. bu-Iky! 
XV. 


bulk? balik stall xv; framework projecting 
from a shop-front xvi. Also earlier tbolk, 
perh. - ON. bálkr partition, low wall; but 
cf. OE. bolca gangway of a ship ; poss. rel. to 
BALK. Hence bu:IkHEap upright partition in 
a ship xv (in Sandahl); roof of a stall xvx. 


bull! bul male of the ox, etc. Late OE. bula 
(in place-names), ME. bole ~ ON. boli, corr. 
to MLG. bulle, MDu. bulle, bolle (Du. bul), 
f. a base whence the OE. dim. bulluc 
BULLOCK, (In stock exchange sl. correl. to 
BEAR! XVIII.) 


bull? bul papal edict x111; official seal] xv. 
~ (O)F. bulle - L. bulla bubble, round object 
(whence F. boule; see BOWL?), in medL. 
seal, sealed document, spec. papal letter 
with the pontifical seal, rel. to bullīre BOIL. 


bull? bul A. tjest xvir only (1630); B. state- 
ment so expressed as to imply an absurdity 
xvii (1658-40). Origin unascertained ; con- 
nexion with ME. bul deceit (xiu) bulle 
deceive, cheat (XV-XVII), has been suggested, 
but there are chronological difficulties and 
the meaning is remote. The association of 
sense B with the Irish is late and obscure. 


bullace bu'ləs species of wild plum. xıv. 
-OF. buloce, (also mod.) beloce sloe :- Rom. 
*bullucea, f. *bulluca (perverted to bellicum 
in Corpus Glossary B 75), perh. of Gaulish 
origin. 

bullamacow  bulomokau cattle; tinned 
meat. XiX. Said to be Fiji combination of 
BULL! and cowl. 


bullate bu:leit having vesicles, inflated. 
xix. - medL. bullátus, £. bulla; see BULL?, 
-ATE?, 

bulldose, -doze bu:ldouz (U.S.) intimi- 
date (orig. Negroes) by violence. xix. f. 


BULL! -+ DOSE (as if to give a dose fit for a bull, 
but ?); -dozer xix (person), xx (machine). 


bullet bu-lit tcannon-ball (as F. boulet); 


BUM 


ball for small fire-arms. xvi. - F. boulette, 
dim. of boule ball (BULL?). 


bulletin bu'litin note, warrant, etc. xv; 
short account or report xviii. — F. bulletin 
~ It. bulletino, boll- safe-conduct, pass, f. 
bulletta passport, lottery ticket, dim. of 
bulla BULL?. 


bullfinch! bu'lfintf finch of the genus Pyr- 
rhula. XIV. f. BULL!-}- FINCH ; so called from 
its large head and squat form; cf. F. bou- 
vreuil, based on bæuf ox. 


bullfinch? bu'lfinf high quickset hedge 
with a ditch. xix. The first el. is presu- 
mably BULL; second el. may be a corrup- 
tion of fence. 


bullion bu-ljan precious metal in the mass. 
XIV. — AN. bullion (x1v), which appears to 
mean *'mint', var. of (O)F. bouillon :- Rom. 
*bullionem boiling, f. L. bullire BOIL?. The 
history is obscure. 


bullock bulsk young bull. 
bulluc, dim. of BULL’; see -OCK. 


bully! bui Tsweetheart; fine fellow xvi; 
bravo, swashbuckler, (hence) tyrannical 
coward xvii; fhired ruffian; Tprotector of 
prostitutes XVIII. prob. — (M)Du. boele 
(MHG. buole, G. buhle) used as a term of 
endearment or reproach, of which the dims. 
boelekijn and boelije appear to be repr. in 
Eng. by synon. Tbulcking (xv, rare), Tbulchin 
(xvi), and tbulch (xvirt, rare). 


bully? bu:li (now esp. U.S.) fine, capital, 
first-rate. xvii. perh. arising from attrib. 
use of prec. 


bully? bui (also bully beef) tinned beef. 
XVII (Smollett). = F. bouilli boiled beef, 
sb. use of pp. of bouillir BOIL? ; used as a label 
of tinned army rations of beef in the Franco- 
Prussian war of 1870-1. 

bullyrag bu'liræg, ballyrag bæ'liræg 
(orig. U.S.) tbully; use abusive language 
of. xvir. Also bulrag, balrag. 


bulrush bu'lraf tall rush, Scirpus lacustris. 
Xv. perh. f. BULL!, used, as later in BULL- 
FINCH, buil-frog, bull-trout, in the sense 
‘large’ or ‘coarse’ (cf. the similar use of 
cow and horse)+ RusH}, 


bulwark bu:lwork rampart, fortification 
XV ; raised side of a ship xix. immed. source 
doubtful, but prob. ult. a comp. of the 
words repr. by BOLE! and work. Late MHG. 
bolwerk meant (1) ballista, (2) fortification, 
whence Du. bolwerk, Sw. bolverk, Da. 
bulvzerk. The Germ. word was adopted in 
Russ. bolverk, F. tboullewerc, BOULEVARD, 


bum bam fundament, buttocks. xiv (Tre- 
visa). Late ME. bom, of unkn. origin; un- 
connected with synon., Sc., thun (xvi), which 
may be- Gael. bun root, bottom. Hence 
bu:m-sBar‘LirF bailiff employed to make 
arrests or distraints. xvii (Sh.). So called 
because he attacks from the rear; cf. F. 
pousse-cul *push-bum', which is shortened 
to cul, as bum-bailiff is to bum (xvii). 


Late OE. 
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BUMBLE-BEE 


BUNKUM 





bumble-bee ba:mblbi large hairy bee. 

XVI. f. thumble frequent. of ME. bumme, 
bumbe, bombe boom, buzz (see -LE®)-- BEE. 
Cf. HUMBLE-BEE. 


Bumbledom ba:mbldoam official pomposity 
and stupidity, esp. as displayed in petty 
corporations, XIX. f. Bumble (prob. to be 
assoc. with prec.) name of the consequential 
domineering beadle in Dickens’s ‘Oliver 
‘Twist’; see -DOM. 

bumble-puppy ba:mbipa:pi nine-holes; 
unscientific whist; game in which a ball on 
a string is wound round a post. xix. Of 
unkn. origin. 


bumbo ba:mbou drink made of rum, sugar, 
and water. XVIII (Smollett). perh. - It. 
bombo child's word for drink. (But bombo 
is somewhat earlier in U.S. and said to be 
so called from an admiral of that name.) 


bumboat ba4:mbout Tscavenger's boat on 
the Thames xvir; boat for the carriage of 
small merchandise xvii. prob. f. Du. bom 
(also in bomschutt) bluff-bowed fishing-boat. 


bumf bamf (sl) paper. xIx. Short for 
bumfodder 'anitergium' (xvi), trashy litera- 
ture (XVIII); see BUM, FODDER, 


bummalo ba:molou small fish, Harpodon 
nehereus, of S. Asia. xvii Also bumbalo, 
-eloe, which has been referred to Marathi 
bombil(a). 

bummaree bAmori' middleman in the fish 
trade at Billingsgate. xvi11. Of unkn. origin. 


bummer ba4:mor (U.S. sl.) idler. xIx. 
perh. based on G. bummler, £. bummeln loaf 
about. 


bump! bamp imit. of a somewhat heavy 
dull blow ; its result, swelling, protuberance 
(Sh.). xvr. The sb. and vb. appear about 
the same time; perh. of Scand. origin; cf. 
MDa. bumpe strike with fist. Hence bump 
vb. tswell, bulge xvi; strike heavily xvut. 
bu:mper [-rR!] full glass of drink xvii; 
anything unusually large xix; f. bumping 
prp. adj. huge, ‘thumping’ (cf. ‘bumping 
bignes’, 1566). 
bump? bamp (of the bittern) make a 
booming sound. xvii (Sir T. Browne, 
Dryden). imit. Cf. BUTTERBUMP. 


bumpkin ba:mPkin country lout. xvi. 
‘The earliest ex., with the gloss Batavus 
Batavian (Levins 1570), suggests that it was 
orig. applied joc. to Dutchmen; perh. — Du. 
boomken little tree, or MDu. bommekijn 
little barrel, used fig. for ‘squat figure’. 


bumptious ba'mPfəs offensively self- 

assertive. XIX (Mme D’Arblay). joc. f. 
BUMP, after FRACTIOUS; cf. the fig. uses of 
bounce and bounder. 


bun! ban kind of cake (in England usu. 

small, round, and sweet). xiv. Late ME. 
bunne, of unkn. origin. Q Words to some 
extent analogous in form and sense are 
OF. bunette, bugnete, Sp. bufiuelo fritter. 


bun? ban (now U.S.) squirrel xvi; (dial.) 
rabbit xix. Cf. BUNNY. Of unkn. origin. 


bunch bantf thump, swelling xiv; tbundle 
XIV; collection or cluster of similar things 
xvi. Of unkn. origin; Aunch and dial. clunch 
have similar meanings. 


bunco ba-nkou (U.S. sl.) swindle by card 
or confidence trick. xix. Said to be - Sp. 
banca (BANK?) card-game similar to monte. 


buncombe early var. of BUNKUM. 


bundle band! fA. bandage xiv (Wycl. 
Bible, tr. Vulg. L. fascia); B. collection of 
things bound together xiv (Wycl. Bible, tr. 
Vulg. L. fasciculus). orig. perh. repr. OE. 
byndelle binding, taken in concr. sense — 
OS. bundilin (Du. bundel bundle, sheaf of 
arrows, papers, etc.), OHG. gilbuntili (G. 
biindel), but reinforced later by (if not 
wholly due to) LG., Du. bundel; f. *bund- 
(*bend- *band-) BIND, BOND. 


bundobust, bandobast ba:ndobast ar- 
rangement, settlement. xvii. — Hind. 
- Pers. band o bast tying and binding. 


bundook ba:ndik musket, match-lock. 
XIX. - Hind. bandüg -— Pers. bundiig filbert, 
musket or cannon ball, firearm - Gr. Ponti- 
kon, sc. kRdruon ‘Pontic hazel nut’. 


bung ban stopper, esp. for a cask. xv 
(Promp. Parv.). - MDu. bonghe, varying 
with bomme and bonde, whence MDu. bonne, 
beside Du. bom, of doubtful origin. 


bungalow  ba4:pgolou one-storied lightly 
built house. xvii (bungale). - Gujarati 
bangalo — Hind. bangla belonging to Bengal. 


bungle ba'ngl make or act unskilfully. 
XVI. prob. of symbolic formation, like 
7: and contemp. tbumble (cf. BUMBLE- 
BEE}. 


bunion ba‘njan inflamed swelling on the 
foot. xvii. Formerly also bunnian, -on, 
bunyan, -on; rel. to dial. (E. Anglian) bunny 
swelling, earlier bony (xv, Promp. Parv.), 
and obs. dial. (Essex) boine (cf. Tboin vb., 
swell, used by Golding, who was of Essex 
parentage) ~ OF. buigne, buyne (mod. bigne) 
bump on the head, perh. of Germ. origin 
(cf. MHG. bunge lump). 


bunk! bank sleeping-berth in a ship, etc. 
xix. Of unkn. origin; perh. rel. to BUNKER. 


bunk? bank (sl.) be off, make off. xix. Of 
unkn. origin. 


bunk? bank (sl.) short for BUNKUM. Xx. 


bunker ba-nker chest or box often serving 
as a seat XVI (Sc. boncure, bonkcar, bonker ; 
bunker xvit); sandy hollow on a golf course 
XIX (Scott); storage room for coal or oil fuel 
XxiX. Not Eng. before xix; of unkn. origin. 


bunkum ba‘nkom political chicanery or 
clap-trap; humbug. xix (c. 1845). f. Bun- 
combe name of a county in North Carolina, 
U.S.A., the member for which, it is said, in 
a debate in Congress persisted in speaking, 
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BUNNY 


declaring that he was bound to ‘make a 
speech for Buncombe’; hence applied to 
vaporous political talk; but talking to 
Bunkum is recorded as early as 1828. 


bunny bani fterm of endearment for a 
woman or child; rabbit. xvir. f. synon. 
BUN?4- -Y5. 


bunodont bjü:nodont pert. to or having 
tuberculate molars, XIX. Gr. bounds 
mound - odont-, odotis rooTH. So bu-noip. 


bunsen ba4:nson. xix. f. name of R. W. von 
Bunsen (1811-99), German chemist, applied 
to a gas-burner, lamp, etc., invented by him. 


bunt? bant baggy part of a sail, net, etc. 
xvi. Of unkn. origin. 


bunt? bant push, butt. xix. Of dial. origin. 


buntal ba:ntol straw from the fibres of the 


talipot. xx. Native name in the Philippine 
Islands. 


bunter ba4'ntor (geol.) lower stage of triassic 
rocks. XIX. - G. bunter in bunter sandstein 
varicoloured or mottled sandstone. 


bunting! ba‘ntin bird of the genus Em- 

beriza. XII. Of unkn. origin; perh. f. a 
base meaning 'short and thick', buntin(g) 
being used in this sense from c. 1600. (The 
recorded syns. buntyle, bunkin, buntlin are 
of doubtful authenticity.) 


bunting? ba-ntin open-made woollen stuff 
for flags; flags collectively. xviiI (also -ine). 
f unkn. origin; connexion with (dial.) 
bunt sift, boult (bonte x1v), as if orig. ‘boult- 
ing-cloth’, is suggested by the fact that F. 
étamine means both boulting-cloth and 
bunting. 


bunyip ba:njip aboriginal name of a fabu- 
lous monster of the interior of Australia; 
fig. impostor. XIX. 


buoy boi floating body marking navigable 
limits. xir. Earlier forms boy(e), buy, buie, 
bwoy; prob. - MDu. bo(e)ye, boeie (Du. 
boei), perh. = OF. boie, buie chain, fetter :- 
L. boia, esp. pl. boiæ — Gr. boetai (sc. dorat) 
straps of ox-leather, f. boás (see cow’). 
Buoy-rope (x1v) corr. to Du. boeireip. For- 
merly pron. bwoi. @The word has become 
CEur. (F. boude, Sp. boya, It. boia, Russ. 
bui, Sw. boj). 


buoyant boi‘ont having the power of float- 
ing XVI; keeping bodies afloat XVII; fig. 
easily recovering from depression XVIII. 
— OF. bouyant or Sp. boyante light-sailing, 
prp. of boyar float, f. boya BUOY ; see -ANT. 
Hence buoy:ANcv. xvin. «[ For the prob. 
Sp. origin cf. BOX', CAPSIZE. 


bur, burr bör rough or prickly seed-vessel 
or flower-head xiv; obstacle in the throat 
xiv (PPl). perh. of Scand. origin; cf. Da. 
burre bur, burdock, Sw. kard|borre burdock, 
which may depend on *bhrs-, the base of 
BRISTLE. Cf. BURR. 


BURGESS 


burberry béd-ibari trade-name of cloth and 
clothing made by Burberrys Ltd. 1903. 


burble b3-1bl Tform bubbles, flow with 
bubbling sound xiv (R. Mannyng); (revived 
or formed afresh by Kipling) talk with a 
continuous murmur XIX. Of imit. origin: 
there are similar and synon. forms in Rom., 
e.g. Sp. borbollar bubble, gush, barbullar 
talk loud and fast, It. borbugliare. 


burbot b3d-1bot freshwater fish, Lota vul- 
garis. XIV. — F. bourbotte, earlier bourbet(t)e, 
prob. f. bourbe slime, mud; see -Er. 


burden! béd-1dn, (arch.) burthen b3-1dn 
load. OE. byrben = OS. burthinnia :- 
WGerm. *burpinnja, f. *burpi- (see BIRTH) 
+*-innja -EN*; cf., with different suffix, 
OHG. burdi (G. bürde), Goth. batirpei. 
Forms with d appear xi1; cf. MURDER and 
dial. farden FARTHING, furder FURTHER; for 
u repr. OE. y cf. blush. Hence bu:rden vb. 
Tbu:rdenous, bu:xrdensowr. xvi. 


burden? bà:xdn bass, 'undersong'; re- 
frain xvi (Sh.); chief theme xvir. Later 
form of BOURDON, assim. to prec. as if with 
the notion that the bass or the refrain was 
*carried' by the melody or the song. 


burdock bi-1dok weed, Arctium Lappa, 
having prickly flower-heads. xvi (Gerarde). 
f. BUR+DOCK}. 


bureau bjurou: writing-desk with drawers; 
office. xvit. — F. bureau orig. woollen stuff, 
baize (used for covering writing-desks), 
earlier burel, prob. f. bure, var. of OF. buire 
dark-brown = It. buto dark :- Rom. *bariu-s 
dark-red (cf. Pr. burel brownish-red), altera- 
tion of L. burrus fiery-red — Gr. purrhós red, 
f. pur-, pûr FIRE. So bureaucracy bjuəro'- 
krəsi, bjuərouʻkrəsi xIx. — F. bureaucratie 
(Gournay, d. 1759). 


burg bidig (hist) fortress, walled town 
XVIII ; (U.S. sl.) town, city xix. = (i) medL. 
burgus ; (ii) G. burg; see BOROUGH. 


burgage b3-1gid3 tfreehold property in 
a borough xiv (PPl.) ; tenure whereby lands 
in a town were held of the king or other 
lord xvi. - medL. burgágium, f. burgus 
BOROUGH ; see -AGE. 


burgee b3ud3i- (naut.) small three-cornered 
flag, yacht flag. xvin. perh. for *burgee's 
flag, ie. owner's flag; —- F. bourgeois (see 
BURGESS) in the sense of ‘master’, ‘owner’ 
(cf. ‘Le Bougeois d'un navire, the owner of 
a ship’, Cotgr., and occas. Tburgees caution, 
equiv. to F. caution bourgeoise). 


burgeon b3:1d3on (arch.) bud. xir (Cursor 
M.). — OF. bor-, burjon (mod. bourgeon) :—- 
Rom. *burriónem, f. late L. burra wool 
(whence F. bourre tag-wool, flock-wool, or 
long-haired stuff, down covering buds, Pr., 
Sp., It. borra). So bu:rgeon vb. bud. xiv. 
= (O)F. bourgeonner. 


burgess bd-idzis inhabitant of a borough 
XIII; parliamentary representative XV. ME. 
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burgeis, burges, borges - OF. burgeis :- Rom. 
*burgensis, f. late L. burgus BOROUGH + -ensis 
(cf. -ESE), after *pagensis, f. pagdnus PAGAN. 


burg(g)rave bd-igreiv hereditary ruler of 
a town in Germany. xvi. — G. burggraf, f. 
burg BOROUGH + graf (OHG. grav(i)o) count. 


burgh ba:ra Sc. form of BOROUGH since 
XIV, var. of burch xiv (Barbour); there is a 
local variant bruch (cf. BROCH), brugh; early 
exx. are in place-names, e.g. Edenesburg, 


Rokesburgh (x11). 


burgher b3-1gai citizen. xvi. -— G. or Du. 
burger, f. burg BOROUGH. Cf. BURGOMASTER. 


burglar b5:1glox one who feloniously 
breaks into a house, spec. at night. xv 
(implied in adv. burgular|IWe, after AL. 
burgulaáriter).  — legal AN. burgler — AL. 
burg(u)Mátor (x11), varying with AN. burge(y)- 
sour, -issour, and AL. burgátor, -isor, with 
corr. vb. AL. burg(u)làre and noun of action 
AN. burglarie (whence bu:rglary xvi; see 
-v?); these appear to be all derivs. of a base 
*burg-, which is repr. in its simple form by 
OF. burgier pillage, plunder, agent-noun 
burgur (coupled with larron robber), whence 
rare ME. burgur (x111), beside AL. burgaria, 
-éria, -dtio burglary. Hence burglarious 
-£o-rios. XvIII (Blackstone). bu:rgle vb. xix ; 
joc. back-formation. 


burgomaster bd:1gemastex chief magi- 

strate of a Dutch or Flemish town. XVI 
(also burg(h)m-, bourgm- xvi, burghermaster 
XVII-XVIII). — Du. burgemeester, f. burg 
BOROUGH, with assim. to MASTER. (Cf. G. 
bürgermeister, earlier birgem-, Da. borger- 
mester, Sw. borgemdstere - MLG. borge(r)- 
méster; F. bourgmestre, tbourgamaistre.) 


burgonet bs-igonet light casque. XVI. 
—- F. bourguignotte, perh. fem. of bourguignot 
Burgundian, f. Bourgogne Burgundy ; with 
ending assim, to -ET. 


burgoo bédigii: thick oatmeal gruel. xvm 
(also burgle). — Arab. burghul (recorded as 
burgu, borgu in XVII) — Pers. (‘bruised grain’). 


burgundy bd:igendi kind of (usu. red) 
wine of Burgundy, ancient province (for- 
merly, kingdom and duchy) of eastern 
France. xvii. - medL. Burgundia (whence 
F. Bourgogne), f. (late) L. Burgundii, -iones 
(in OE. Burgendas) tribe extending from 
the Main to the Vistula; see -v?. 


burial be'riodl Tgrave xin; interment xv. 
ME. buriel, biriel, spurious sg. of buriels, OE. 
byrgels — OS. burgisli :- Germ. *burzisli-, 
f. *burz- (see BURY)-+*-isli-, as in OE. 
grefels quarry (f. grafan dig), rédels RIDDLE; 
the ending has been assim. to -AL?, 


burin bjuo-rin graving-tool. xvir (Evelyn). 
— F. burin, rcl. to It, burino (bulino), which 
has been referred to OHG. boro auger (see 
BORE!), 


burke biik 


suffocate, stifle; ‘smother’, 


BURNOUS 


hush up. xIx. f. name of William Burke, 
executed at Edinburgh in 1829 for smother- 
ing people in order to sell their bodies for 
dissection. 


burl b3il dress (cloth) by removing knots 
and lumps. xv (Cath. Angl). f. burl sb. 
knot or lump in cloth or wool - OF. bourie 
tuft of wool, corr. to Sp., Pg. boría tuft, 
tassel, dim. f. (O)F. bourre, Sp., Pg. borra 
coarse wool s= late L. burra wool. 


burlesque bozile:sk Tdroll; derisively imita- 
tive; sb. burlesque composition. xvi. = F. 
burlesque = It. burlesco, f. burla ridicule, joke, 
fun = Cat., Sp., Pg. burla, of unkn. origin; 
see -ESQUE. 

burly b3-1li fcomely, imposing, stately x1II 
(Bestiary, Cursor M.), hence as a conven- 
tional epithet in ME. ‘noble’; massively 
built, corpulent xiv. ME. borli, burli, -lich, 
Sc. buyrli, prob. :- OE. *burlié ‘fit for the 
bower’= OHG. bürlih exalted, lofty, excel- 
lent, stately; see BOWER}, -LY'. The word 
with first el. unchanged is recorded as 
bowerly from XvI and survives dial. 


burn! bdin stream, brook. OE. burna wk. 
m., burne wk. fem., burn str. fem., corr. to 
OFris. burna, MLG. borne, born, MDu. 
borne (Du. born), G. born, repr. a metathetic 
form of Germ. *brunnon, *brunnaz, appear- 
ing as OS., OHG. brunno (Du. bron, G. 
brunne), ON. brunnr, Goth. brunna; of 
unkn. origin. 


burn? bàin pt., pp. burned, burnt A. be 
on fire. B. consume with fire. In meaning 
repr. two OE. verbs, viz. (1) an intr. str. vb. 
birnan, beornan, pt. barn, born, burnon, 
pp. burnen, (ii) a trans. wk. vb. bernan, pt. 
bzrnde, which became obs. in early ME., 
so that in form burn repr. only the intr. vb. 
Both verbs contain metathesized forms of 
the Germ. *bren- *bran- (*brun- is repr. 
by OE. bryne burning); OE. birnan, var. 
of brinnan = OS., OHG. brinnan, Goth. 
brinnan, pt. brann, brunnum, pp. brunnans; 
OE. bærnan — OS., OHG. brennan (G. 
brennen trans. and intr.), ON. brenna (intr. 
and trans.), Goth. brannjan, pt. brannida, 
pp. brannips. (Similar phonetic conditions 
are found in RUN!.) Connexions have been 
sought with Mir. bruinnim bubble forth, 
L. fervére boil (cf. FERMENT), and BRAN. 
Hence burn sb. xvr. 


burnet b3:unit gen. name for plants of the 
genera Sanguisorba and Poterium. xiv. sb. 
use of ME. burnet (x11) dark-brown - OF. 
burnete BRUNETTE, with ref. to the brownish- 
red colour of the flowers. 


burnish bd-1nif polish (metal) by friction. 
XIV. f. burniss-, lengthened stem (see -1sH?) 
of OF, burnir (= Pr. bornir), var. of brunir, f. 
brun BROWN. Qj ME. burn burnish, immed. 
= OF. burnir, occurs in Ch., Gower, and 
Lydg. 


burnous, burnouse b3iunü:s, -nü'z hooded 
mantle worn by Arabs. xvi. = F. burnous 
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= Arab. burnus = Gr. btrros. 
albornoz. 


Sp., Pg. 


burr! bd: A. broad ring on a spear xvi; 
washer for a rivet, etc. XVII; B. disk round 
the moon xvtr. var. of burrow (as tfur of 
furrow), which is recorded in xv as a gloss 
on L. orbiculus, and in sense B, in the latter 
sense varying with brough. 


burr? bà: uvular pronunciation of r, 
characteristic of Northumberland. xvir 
(‘with the Newcastle bur in her throat’); 
rough whirring sound xIx. prob. imit., but 
perh. transf. application of BUR to a ‘rough’ 
sound. 


burrow ba'rou rabbits, fox’s (etc.) hole. 
xt (La3.). Late ME. borw3, borow, prob. 
var. of BOROUGH in the sense of ‘fortified or 
inhabited place'. Hence bu:rrow vb. make 
a burrow XVIII ; fig. XIX. 


bursa bd-3sa_ (path.) synovial sac. 
— medL. bursa bag, PURSE — Gr. birsa. 


bursar b3-1501 A. treasurer xi; B. (Sc.) 
endowed student, exhibitioner xvi. In 
A-medL. bursárius, f. bursa PURSE; in B 
— F. boursier, f. bourse PURSE; see -AR. So 
bu:rsary treasury, bursar's office xvi; 
student’s endowment XVIII. — medL. bur- 
sdria; see -ARY, -ERY. 

burse bärs (eccl) case to contain the cor- 
poral. XIX. —medL. bursa purse — Gr. 
bursa. Q Formerly used for ‘exchange’, 
‘bourse’, and ‘bursary’, ‘scholarship’ xvi— 
XVIII. 


burst bdist break or be broken suddenly. 
OE. berstan, pt. berst, burston, pp. borsten == 
OFris. bersta, OS., OHG. brestan (Du. 
bersten, barsten; G. bersten from LG.), ON. 
bresta, pt. brast, brustum, pp. brostinn :- 
CGerm. (exc. Goth.) *brestan; IE. *bhrest- 
is repr. also in Olr. brissim I break, Gael. 
bris. In the LG. and Anglo-Fris. areas the 
metathesized forms are typical, but in ME. 
there was much mixture of types aggravated 
by ON. influence. The form burst for all 
parts prevailed by the end of xvi (e.g. in Sh.). 
Hence burst sb. act of bursting. xvii (Sh.). 
Distinct from ME. bürst, byrst, berst :- 
OE. byrst damage, injury — OHG. brust :- 
Germ. *brustiz, rel. to *brestan. 


burthen var. of BURDEN. 
burton ba-stn (naut.) tackle block used to 
tighten rigging. xv. orig. in Breton or 


Brytton takles (‘Naval Accounts’, 1495); 
presumably a use of BRETON. 


XIX. 


bury be'ri put underground. OE. byrgan 
(ME. bürie, birie, berie) :- W Germ. *burzjan 
(cf. BURIAL), f. *burz- *berz-, base of OE. 
beorgan shelter, protect (see BORROW). The 
retention of southern and western sp. with 
u together with the south-easterly pronunc. 
e is unique; contrast busy. 


bus, *bus bas. x1x (buss, Harriet Martineau). 
Short for OMNIBUS. 


busby ba:zbi flarge bushy wig xvii; tall 
fur cap of hussars, etc. xix. Of unkn. origin ; 
cf, however, buzz wig (XVIII-XIX), and the 
local use of buzz for various hairy or downy 
objects. Q Connexion cannot be assumed 
with the surname Busby, borne e.g. by the 
famous headmaster of Westminster School, 
who died 1695. 


bush! buf shrub, esp. one with close foliage 
near to ground XI; branch of ivy as vint- 
ner’s sign xvi. Early forms are busse, busshe, 
also boysche, boisshe, buysche, pointing to 
an OE. *bysé, which has been dubiously 
assumed for the place-name Bushey; beside 
this, in northern and eastern areas there 
was a form busk (from xiu) - ON. buski, 
which survives in north. dial., with the Sc. 
by-form bus. There were also ME. forms 
with -o-, viz. bosk (from XIII), surviving 
dial. (cf. Boskv), beside bosh, bossche (xiv— 
Xv); these were perh. — OF. bos, bosc, vars. 
of bois wood. The ult. basis is Germ. *busk-, 
repr. by OS. buse (Du. bos, MDu. bosch, 
busch), OHG. buse (G. busch), which was 
taken into Gallo-Rom. (Pr. bosc, whence It. 
bosco). 

As applied to wooded or uncleared land in 
British colonies (from XVIII), prob. originat- 
ing in S. Africa and derived immed. from 
Du. bosch (which has also been used). So 
bu:shwaw, (i) after Afrikaans bos(ch)jeman 
native, one of a tribe of aborigines in S. 
Africa (boshees-men xvii), (11) dweller in the 
Australian bush. 


bush? buf metal lining of a hole, etc. xv. 
- MDu. busse (Du. bus) bush of a wheel (see 
BOX?, and cf. G. büchse, rad|büchse, Sw. 
hjul|bóssa *wheel-box'); for the form with 
-sh cf. the earlier forms of blunderbuss, 
harquebus. Hence bush vb. xvi. 

bushel bu:[1 dry measure of capacity. xiv. 
— OF. buissiel, boissiel (mod. boisseau) = Pr. 
boissel; perh. of Gaulish origin (cf. Celtic- 
derived BIN). Q For the repr. of F. ss by sh 
cf. -ISH?, and crush, cushion, leash, parish, 
usher. 


bushido  bü:fidou in feudal Japan, the 
ethical code of the Samurai. xIx. Jap., 
military -knight-ways'. 

business bi'znis fsolicitude OE.; țin- 
dustry, diligence XIII; occupation, pursuit 
XIV; affair xvi. OE. bisignis (late Nhb., 
once), f. biszg BusY-L--NESS. "lhe disyll. 
pronunc. is shown in the sp. bus’ness (Wither, 
1634), buis’ness (Dryden, 1697). 


busk! bask (arch., dial.) prepare. XIII 
(Cursor M.). - ON. báask, refl. of bua 
prepare (see BOUND)); for the ending cf. 
bask. 


busk? bask strip of rigid material in a 
corset to stiffen it. xvI. =F. busc- Ít. 
busco splinter, rel. to OF. busche (mod. 
büche) log - Germ. *büsk- piece of wood. 

buskin ba'skin half-boot; high thick-soled 
boot (cothurnus) worn in Attic tragedy. XVI. 
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prob. - late OF. bouzequin, var. of bro(u)se- 
quin (mod. brodequin), corr. to Cat., Sp. 
borcegui, Pg. borzeguim, It. borzacchino; of 
much disputed origin. 


buss' bas tfreight-vessel xiv; vessel of the 
kind used in the Du. herring-fishery xv. 


orig. - OF. busse, buce, later influenced by | butler ba-tlez servant having charge of the 


MDu. buisse (mod. buis), parallel to which 
are OHG. büzo (MHG. büze), MLG. butze, 
OE. bütse in bütsecarlas sailors, ON. búza, 
medL, bucia; the origin is unkn. 


buss? bas (arch., dial.) sb. and vb. kiss. 
XVI. poss. alteration of earlier Tbass (xv). 
Q The similar Sp. buz kiss of respect (= Arab. 
büs) and G. buss, butsch are unconnected. 


bust! bast sculpture representing head, 
shoulders, and breast xvii; female bosom 


BUCK!, -ER*. For the sense-development cf. 
It. beccaio butcher, f. becco he-goat. Hence 
butcher vb. slaughter (brutally). xvi. So 
butchery slaughter-house, butcher’s shop 
xiv; butcher's trade xv; (brutal) slaughter 
XVI. —- (OJF. boucherie. 


wine-cellar. xir. — AN. buteler, OF. bou- 
teillier, f. bouteille BOTTLE'; see -ER‘. 


butt! bat intr. strike, thrust xır (Orm); 


trans. XVI. ~AN. buter, OF. boter (mod. 
dial. bouter put) - Germ. *buttan, repr. by 
MDu. botten strike, sprout (cf. BUTTON). 
The vb.-stem is used advb. with a vb. of 
motion, esp. with full adv., to express head- 
on meeting or violent collision (xiv) ; cf. OF. 
de plein bout. 


XVIII. = F. buste — It. busto (== Sp. busto); | butt? bat ridge between furrows, strip of 


the Rom. word is of unkn. origin. (Used 
earlier in It. form XVII.) 


bust? bast vulgar and dial. pronunc. of 
BURST (cf. cussed cursed, fust first, nuss 
nurse). XVIII. 


bustard ba:stoid bird of the genus Otis. 


land. xit (in local designations, as Shorte 
and Long Buttes, Suthebuttes). perh. repr. 
OE. *butt (whence BUTTOCK), in AL. butta, 
buttis (x11), rel. to LG. butt, MDu. botte, 
MHG. butze, ON. butr, and OE. bytt small 


piece of land. 


XV (earlier as a surname). perh. -AN. | butt? bat (locally) applied to various flat- 


*bustarde, blending of OF. bistarde and 
oustarde (mod. outarde) — Pr. austarda, Sp. 
qve-, aoutarda, Pg. (a)betarda :- L... avis 
tarda 'slow bird', given by Pliny as Sp.; 
but the bustard is a swift bird, and the L. 
term may be a perversion of a foreign word. 


bustle! ba4:s] bestir oneself busily. xvi. 
perth. alteration of Tbuskle, frequent. of 
BUSK'; see -LE. Not certainly identical with 
ME. bustele (x1v) wander blunderingly (cf. 


fish. xiu (Havelok). - MLG. but, MDu. 
but(te), bot(te), whence also G. butt, butte, 
Sw. butta turbot, Da. bot flounder; prob. 
rel. to LG. but, MDu. bot stumpy. Cf. 
HALIBUT. 


butt* bat mark for archery practice (orig. 


embankment holding targets) x1v ; Tgoal, ob- 


ject Xvi; target for ridicule, etc. xv. prob. 


— (O)F. but, of unkn. origin; perh. infl. by 
F. butte rising ground, knoll, (also) target. 


BLUSTER). butt? bat cask for wine, etc. xiv. In AL. 


bustle? ba-sl frame or pad thrusting out 
a woman's skirt behind. xvii. Of unkn. 
origin. 

busy brzi constantly or fully occupied OE. ; 
curiously or officiously active xiv (cf. busy- 
body, Tindale); marked by activity xvi. OE. 


butta (xin), bota (xiv) - AN. but (e.g. but 
de malmesie, 1483), var. of OF. bot, bout = 
Pr. bot, Sp. bote, It. botte (whence F. botte 
butt) :- late L. buttis, perh. based on Gr. 
bütine, var. of pütiné osier-covered flask, 
(Cf. BOTTLE.) 


bisig, later bysig (ME. biisi, besy, bisy) — | butt? bat thicker end of a thing; (dial.) 


MLG., MDu. besich (Du. bezig), of unkn. 
origin. For the retention of southern and 
western sp. with v along with the pronunc. i 
cf. BUILD; contrast BURY. 


buttock xv; base of a tree trunk xvir. rel. 
to the base of which BUTTOCK seems to be 
a deriv. and which is repr. by words mean- 
ing ‘short and stumpy’, as Du. bot (BuTr?). 


but bat, bot adv. outside (surviving dial., | butte bat, (earlier) bjüt (U.S.) isolated hill 


as in but and ben); prep. (dial) outside; 


except; unless, if . . not OE.; adversative | putter 


conj. XIII. OE. bütan (beutan, büton, buta, 
bite) = OS. biütan, bütan, OHG. biüzan 
(MG. bügzen); WGerm. comp. of *be, *bi 
BY and *Ztana from without (see OUT). 
The OE. form was continued as ME. bite, 
boute, bout in stressed positions ; unstressed 
the prep. and conj. became bite, but. 


butcher bu:tfox slaughterer of animals for 
the market, dealer in meat. xu. ME. 


or peak. xix. - F. butte (cf. BuTT.). 


ba:tox fatty substance obtained 
from cream. OE. butere, corr. to OFris., 
OHG. butera (Du. boter, G. butter); 
CWGerm.-L. bdtyrum (Celsus, Pliny) 
~ Gr. botittiron, prob. of alien origin. The 
L. word is repr. in Rom. by OF. burre 
(mod. beurre), Pr. buire, It. butirro. 


butterbump  ba:toibamp (dial) bittern. 


XVII. f. butter, vax. of BITTERN-]- BUMP, 


bocher, boucher - AN. var. of OF. bo(u)chier | buttercup — ba'toikap— yellow-flowered 


(mod. boucher) — Pr. bochier ; f. OF., Pr. boc 
(F. bouc) he-goat, prob. =- OCelt. *bukkos 
(cf. Olr. bocc, Ir., Gael. boc, W. bwch); see 
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ranunculus. XvII (Ray; in early use -cups). 
prob. blending of tbutterflower (xvi, after 
Du. boterbloeme) with goldcup or kingcup. 


BUTTERFLY 


butterfly ba-tozflai diurnal erect-winged 
insect. Late OE. buttorfléoge, f. BUTTER+ 
FLY!; cf. Du. botervlieg (earlier -vlieghe), G. 
butterfliege and buttervogel (-bird). The 
reason for the name is unkn.; an early Du. 
syn. boterschijte suggests an allusion to the 
colour of its excrement ; on the other hand, 
allusion to milk (or whey) is seen in the G. 
names milchdieb, molkendieb ‘milk-’, ‘whey- 
thief’, 

butterscotch kind of toffee. xix (dial. 
~scot); perh. orig. of Scotch manufacture. 


buttery ba-teri (orig.) store-room for 

liquor, (hence) for provisions in general. 
XIV (boteri). — AN. boterie, *buterie (AL. 
buteria xui, butria xv), prob. f. but BuTI^; 
see -ERY. An earlier term was ‘tbotelery 
(x11) — OF. butelerie, bouteillerie, f. bouteille 
BOTTLE. 


buttock ba:tok (chiefly pl.) rump. XII. 
Formally identical with OE. buttuc (once) 
prob. end ridge of land, rounded slope, 
dim. of *buit; see BUTT’, -OCK. 


button ba‘tn small knob or stud used as a 
fastening or for ornament; bud, (later) 
young mushroom. xiv. -—(O)F. bouton 
(whence Sp. boton, Pg. botáo, It. bottone) :- 
Rom. *bottóne, rel. to *bottáre thrust, put 
forth (see BUTT’). Button-hole hole through 
which a button passes XVI; as vb. detain (a 
person) in conversation, superseding button- 
hold take hold of by a button (x1x), which 
was a back-formation from button-holder. 
Hence button vb. xiv (in pp. ibotened ; cf. 
AL. botonátus xiv). 


buttress ba'tris structure built against a 
wall to support it. xir1 (Sir Orfeo). ME. 
butras, -es, boterace, -as (cf. AL. boteracium 
XIII) - OF. bouterez, short for ars bouterez 
‘thrusting arch’ (cf. F. arc-boutant), in- 
flexional form of bouteret, f. bouter BuTT!; 
the ending was assim. first to -ace, and 
thence in XVI to -ess. 


butty ba:ti (dial) confederate, partner, 
mate; middleman in mining. xIX. prob. 
evolved from the phr. play BOOTY (xv1) join 
with confederates to share ‘plunder’ with 
them. 

butyric bjuti-rik pert. to butter. xix. f. 
L. bütyrum BUTTER-F--1C. So butyra:cEous. 
XVII. 


buxom ba‘ksom fobedient, compliant x11; 
tflexible; tblithe, gay; plump and comely 
xvi. ME. buhsum, ibucsum, buxum, bowsom, 
repr. OE. *(ge)bühsum, f. (ge)bügan bend, 
BOW?-l-soME ; cf. MDu. büchsam (Du. buig- 
zaam), G. biegsam pliant. 


buy bai bought bit pt., pp. get possession of 
by giving an equivalent (in money) OE. ; tre- 
deem, ransom XII; Texpiate xr11. OE. byégan, 
pt. bohte, pp. geboht= OS. buggian, pp. giboht, 
ON. byggja, pt. bygda let out, lend, Goth. 
bugjan, pt. batihta, pp. -bauhts ; CGerm. (exc. 
HG.) wk. vb., of unkn. origin. OE. pres. 
ind. byíée, bygest, bygep, pl. bycéap, pres. 


BYE 


subj. byége, byégen, imper. byge, byégap, 
were repr. by typical ME. forms thus: pres. 
biigge, bigge, begge, biizep, buyep, bizep, bezep, 
pl. biiggeb, biggeb, beggep; the existing 
present-stem form was generalized (in the 
north, as bi-, before 1300) from the 2nd and 
3rd pres. ind. and imper. sg.; the sp. buy 
repr. the southern and western type, the 
pronunc. a midland and northern type; cf. 
BUILD, BUSY. 


buzz! baz make a sibilant humming sound. 
xvi. Earlier busse (xiv); hence as sb. xvir; 
of imit. origin. 


buzz? baz epithet of a large bushy wig. 

XViH. abbrev. of BusBy; cf. the name of 
Serjeant Busfuz in Dickens’s ‘Pickwick 
Papers'. 


buzzard ba-zoid inferior kind of hawk, 
genus Buteo XII; fig. stupid person XIV 
(PPL) - (O)F. busard (whence also Du. 
buizert, G. bussard), corr. to Pr. buzart, It. 
bozzagro, abuzzago, based like OF. buson 
(whence F. buse) on L. büteó(n-), of unkn. 
origin ; see -ARD. 


by bai (dial. or arch. bi, as prep.) alongside; 
in the course of; according to; in relation 
to; marking the means or instrument (ult. 
superseding from, through, of ) OE. ; marking 
the agent (ult. superseding of, from) xiv. 
OE. b7, unstressed bi, be = OF ris., OS., 
OHG. bz, bi (Du. bi, G. bei), Goth. bi :- 
CGerm. (exc. ON.) *bi, prob. identical with 
the second syll. of Gr. amphi, L. ambi- (see 
AMBI-, AMPHI-), OE. ymb(e)- around. 1f the 
disyll. forms were the original, there seems 
to have been the same loss of the first syll. 
as in OE. bà, bit, beside Gr. dmpho, L. ambo, 
etc. BOTH. Cf. BE-, BEFORE, BEHIND, BESIDE, 
BETIMES, BY-, BY AND BY, 


by- bai the adv. By used attrib. and entering 
into composition with a sb. in the senses 
‘lying or situated at one side’, ‘out of the 
way’, ‘running alongside and apart’, 'de- 
vious’, as by-path (Ch.), by-street (Dryden), 
by-way (R. Mannyng), ‘collateral’, ‘side-’, 
as by-play, by-product (x1x), ‘additional’, 
‘subsidiary’, as by-name (Ch.), by-election, 
by-term. 


by-and-by bai:ondbai: (adv. phr.) Tone by 
one, in succession, on and on XIV ; Tstraight- 
way XV; shortly, before long xvi. prob. 
originating in the use of BY to denote 
succession, as in by two and two, by little 
and little, ME. bt sixtt and bt sixti. For the 
development of the last sense cf. anon, 
presently, and F. bientôt. 


bye bai tsecond or subsidiary object or 

course XVI; phr. by the bye (1) as a subsidiary 
matter XVII, (ii) ‘by the way’ xvi. The 
usual sp. of by when used subst., but vary- 
ing with by; ellipt. use of the adj. Bv(E) 
meaning ‘secondary’, ‘subsidiary’, e.g. as 
opp. to main in dicing, referring to stake, 
throw, or chance, and in various sports. 
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BYE-BYE 


bye-bye! bai-bai sounds to lull a child to 
sleep xv (byby byby by); (nursery colloq.) 
sleep Xix. Cf. ON. bí bí and bium bium. 

bye-bye? baibai. xviu. colloq. and child's 
var. of GOOD-BYE. 

bygone bargon past xv ; sb. pl. things past; 
arrears XVI. orig. Sc., and, though used 
once by Sh., hardly naturalized in England 
before xvin. f. By adv. ‘past’+pp. of Go. 

by-law, bye-law bail A. tlocal law or 
custom established by common consent 
XIII; B. ordinance regulating internal 
matters made by a local authority or cor- 
poration xiv. In A orig. varying with birlaw 
(xui) - ON. *byjarlagu, f. g. sg. of býr habita- 
tion, village, town (f. *bū-; cf. BOWER)+ 
*lagu LAW ; in B alteration of this by substi- 
tution of by sb. town (preserved in Scand. 
place-names, as Whitby) and by assoc. with 
BY-. (Birlaw, with many vars., survived in 
Sc. and north. dial.) 


byon bjoun ruby-bearing clay of Upper 
Burma. xix. - Burmese brun refuse of 
grain, matrix earth of rubies and rejected 
stones, app. rel. to prun, phrun be worn out 


or exhausted. 


Caaba kà:sba sacred edifice at Mecca, 
Holy of Holies of Islam. xvin (earlier 
Alcaaba xvii) — Arab. ka'bah square or 
cubical house. 


cab! keb Heb. dry measure. xvi. — Heb. 


byre baio: (dial) cow-house. 


CABINET 


OE. bre, 
prob. :— *bürjom, rel. to *burom BOWER!. 








byrnie b5uni (arch.) coat of mail xiv 


(Barbour). Sc. var. of ME. brinie (XII-XV) 
- ON. brynja = OE. byrne, OS. brunnia, 
OHG. brunna (G. briinne), Goth. brunjé += 
CGerm. *brunjén, perh. of Celtic origin (cf. 
Olr. bruinne, OW., Bret. bronn breast). 
@ From Germ. were adopted OSI. bronja, 
OF. broigne, Pr. bronha. 


byssus bisas fine textile fabric. XVII. 


L. - Gr. btissos, of Sem. origin (Heb. bits). 
Anglicized as bysse (XVI-XVII) esp. with ref. 
to Luke xvi 19 and earlier repr. by ME. biis, 
bys = OF. bysse. 


byword bai-wdid proverb xu (Peter- 


borough Chron.); object of scorn XVI 
(Coverdale). Early ME. biword, preceded 
by late OE. biwyrde = OHG.,. piwurti, ren- 
dering L. proverbium ; see BY- and WORD. 


Byzantine baizze'ntain, birrzontain. pert. to 


(inhabitant of) Byzantium or Constantinople 
(Istanbul) xvii (earlier Byzantian xvi); 
bezant xvi. - F. byzantin or L. Byzantinus ; 
see -INE! and cf. BEZANT. 


OF. caboce, of unkn. origin. For the de- 
velopment of the final cons. cf. knowledge, 
partridge, sausage, spinach, and Greenwich 
grinids, Harwich herrid3, Woolwich 
wu'lidz. Q The Germ. word is COLE. 


gab (prop.) vessel, f. gabab hollow out. cabbage? ke-bid3 shreds of cloth cut off 


cab? keb. xix. Shortening of CABRIOLET. 
Hence ca-bby cab-driver; see -y®. 


cabal kobe] tcabbala; private intrigue; 
junta, clique. xvi. =F. cabale ~ medL. 
cab(b)ala (It., Sp. cabala); see CABBALA. 
(Applied in the reign of Charles II to the 


by tailors and kept as a perquisite. xvir. Of 
unkn. origin. (Herrick has carbage and 
garbage in the same sense, 1648.) Hence 
ca‘bbage vb. pilfer, crib. xvi. (Strikingly 
similar forms are OF. cabas deceit, theft, 
Du. kabassen pilfer.) 


Committee for Foreign Affairs, and hence cabbala kæ'bələ oral tradition handed 


applied (1673) to the junta consisting of 
Clifford, Arlington, Buckingham, Ashley, 
and Lauderdale, the initials of whose names 
so arranged chanced to spell the word.) 
Hence cabal vb. conduct an intrigue xvi; 


down from Moses to the Rabbis; tradition 
of mystical interpretation of the O.T. xvi. 
— med L. cabbala — Rabbinical Heb. gabbdlah 
tradition, f. qibbēl receive, accept, admit. 
Hence ca:bbalisr, cabbalı'STICAL. 


cf. F. cabaler. €[ A widespread Eur. word. | caber kei:bor (Sc.) pole, spar. xvr. = Gael. 


caballero kzebolearou Spanish gentle- 


cabar — Ir. cabar, W. ceibr beam, rafter. 


man. XIX. Sp., = F. chevalier, It. cavaliere | cabin  ka*bin  Thut, tent, booth; Tcell; 


CAVALIER. 


caballine koba-lain pert. to horses ; mainly 
in Caballine fountain the Hippocrene of 
Greek poetry, and caballine aloes, which is 
given to horses. xv. -L. caballinus, f. 
caballus ; see CAVALCADE, -INE!, 


cabaret kæ'bərei French tavern. XVIL. 
-(O)F., prob. of Walloon origin and orig. 
denoting a structure of wood. 


cabbage! ke-bid3 green vegetable with a 
round heart. xiv. Earliest forms cabache, 
-oche — (O)F. caboche head, Picard var. of 
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Tcave, den; compartment in a ship xiV; 
rude habitation xv; Tpolitical cabinet (only 
XVII). Late ME. cabane -(O)F. cabane 
— Pr. cabana = It. capanna, Sp. cabana 
= late L. capanna (according to Isidore, a 
rustic word), cavanna; spellings with -in 
appear XVI. 


cabinet ke‘binit ‘cabin, hut, lodging; 


Tsmall chamber, boudoir; troom for 
exhibiting works of art, etc.; case with 
compartments for keeping valuables XVI; 
Tcouncil room (cf. F. cabinet du roi king's 
private room); body of councillors (orig. 


CABLE 


cabinet council) xvi. Early forms cabanet, 
cab(b)onet, f. cabane, cabon, CABIN, after F. 
cabinet (XVI), occas. tgabinet — It. gabbinetto, 
perh. dim. of gabbia :- L. cavea CAGE; see 
-ET. 


cable kerbl strong thick rope for towing, 
etc. xt (La3.). — AN., ONF. *cable, var. 
of OF. chable (mod. cáble - Pr. cable — 
Cat., Sp. cable, Pg. cabo, It. cappio) :- late 
L, cap(u)lum halter — Arab. habl, assoc. with 
L. capere seize, hold (cf. HEAVE); perh., 
however, immed. = Pr. cable, and in any 
case reinforced by (M)LG., (M)Du. kabel 
(whence G. kabel, Icel. kabill) of Rom. 
origin. Applied c. 1850 to a rope-like line 
used for submarine telegraphy; hence 
cable vb. send a message by cable; ca:ble- 
gram message so sent (1868, New York), 
formed by superficial analogy with telegram. 


cabob kobo:b Oriental meat-dish. XVII. 
- Urdu (Pers.) — Arab. kabab. 


caboceer  kzebosioó:Q headman of a W. 
African tribe. x1x. — Pg. cabociero, f. cabo 
head :- L. caput HEAD ; cf. -EER!. 


caboched kobo-[(t (her.) borne full-faced 
and cut off just behind the ears. xvi. - F. 
caboché (see -ED), pp. of cabocher decapitate 
just behind the ears, f. caboche head, var. of 
OF. caboce, of unkn. origin. 


cabochon kabofS convex precious stone 
polished and not cut. xvi. — (O)F. cabochon, 
dim. of caboche (see prec.). 


caboodle kobürdl (orig. U.S.) often whole 
caboodle whole lot; varying with whole kit 
and BOODLE, of which it may be a contrac- 
tion, XIX. 


caboose kKkobürs cook-house of a ship. 
XVIII. = early modDu. cabüse, var. combüse 
(now kabuis, kombuis) = (M)LG. kabise, 
of unkn. origin, whence also G. kabuse, 
kombiise, Sw. kabysa, Da. kabys, F. cambuse. 


cabotage kze'bótida coasting trade. XIX. 
— F. cabotage, f. caboter coast along, perh. 
f. tcabo (xv1) - Sp. cabo CAPE*. 


cabriole kz-brioul curved leg in Queen 
Anne and Chippendale furniture, its form 
suggesting a quadruped’s front leg in a 
caper. XVIII. — F. cabriole, f. cabrioler; see 
next. 


cabriolet  kze:brólei — (hist) light two- 
wheeled one-horse vehicle. xvi. =F. 
cabriolet, f. cabrioler, later form of caprioler 
— It. capriolare leap into the air, f. capriola 
CAPRIOLE; see -ET; so named from its 
springiness. Cf. CAB*. 





ca'canny kàkze:ni ‘going slow’ at work. 
XIX. f. Sc. and north. Eng. phr. ca! canny 
(i.e. CALL vb., in Sc. from xiv 'drive', CANNY 
used adv. ‘warily’) drive cautiously, go 
warily or carefully. 


cacao kokeiou, koká:ou seed from which 
cocoa is prepared. Xxvr. — Sp. cacao - 
Nahuatl cacauatl (uatl tree). See also COCOA. 


CACTUS 


cachalot kæ'fəlot sperm-whale having an 
enormous head. xvir. — F. cachalot — Sp., 
Pg. cachalote, of unkn. origin. Q The word 
has become CEur. 


cache keef hiding-place; secret hoard xix. - F. 
cache, f. cacher hide (see next). 


cachet kæ'fei (Sc.) seal XVII; stamp, mark 
XIX. = F. cachet, f. cacher (in the sense 
of ‘press’ repr. now in écacher crush) :- 
Rom. *coacticare, for L. coactdre constrain, 
f. coact-, pp. stem of cógere compel, f. co- 
CON- -- agere drive (see ACT). 


cachexy keke-ksi, ke:keksi depraved con- 
dition or habit. xvi. — F. cachexie or late L. 
cachexia = Gr. kakhexíà, f. kakós bad-d- 
-hexíà — héxis habit, state, f. ékhein have, 
be (in a certain state). So cache-ctic. xvii. 
ult. — Gr. kakhektikós, through F. or L. 
cachecticus (Pliny). 


cachinnation — kzekinei[on | immoderate 
laughter. xvii. -—L. cachinndtio(n-), f. 
cachinnáre, of imit. origin, whence ca:chin- 
nate vb. XIX. See -ATE?, -ATION. 


cachou kz':[ü TCATECHU XVIII; sweetmeat 
for sweetening the breath xix. = F. cachou 
- Pg. teacho, cachu- Malay kdchu. 


cacique kosik chief in the W. Indies. xvr. 
— Sp. cacique, cazique, of Carib origin; so 
in F 

cack kek (dial.) void excrement. xv. prob. 
- MLG., MDu. cacken (Du. kakken), corr. 
to G. kacken, etc. - L. cacàre (whence F. 
chier, Pr., etc. cagar), f. IE. *kak- (cf. Gr. 
kakkán, Czech kakati, Ir. cacaim; Icel. 
shows another vowel in kúka vb., kúkr sb.). 


cackle kæ'kl make a noise as a hen. XIII. 
prob. CLG., though unrecorded in OE.; 
otherwise prob. -(M)LG., (M)Du. kdke- 
len (whence Sw. kackla, Da. kagle), of imit. 
origin, but partly f. káke jaw (CHEEK). See 
-LE*. 

caco- kz:kou, kéko: repr. Gr. kako- stem 
of kakós bad, as in ca:cochymy xvi (F. 
cacochymie, Gr. kakokhiimid) unhealthy 
state of the ‘humours’, CACODÆ'MON XVI 
(Gr. kakodaimon) evil spirit, CACOETHES, 
Caco’GRAPHY xvi (F. cacographie, medGr. 
hkakographía) bad writing or spelling, 
caco:-PHONY XVI (F. cacophonie, Gr. kako- 
phénia) discordant sound. 


cacoethes kekoui:piz evil habit. xvi. —L. 
cacoéthes — Gr. kakdéthes, sb. use of n. of 
kakoéthés il-disposed, f. kakós bad-éthos 
disposition, character, ETHOS. Its currency 
is due mainly to Juvenal's znsanabile scri- 
bendi cacoethes incurable itch for writing 
(‘Satires’ vii 52). 

cacomistle kz:komis] animal (Bassariscus) 
of the bear tribe, allied to the raccoon. xix. 
— Sp. cacomixtle, -miztle- Nahuatl flaco- 
miztli. 
cactus kæ'ktəs tcardoon xvii; prickly plant 
with thick fleshy stems XVII. =L. cactus 
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CACUMINAL 





— Gr. kdktos cardoon or Spanish artichoke 
(of Sicily); the name was adopted by 
Linnzus for a genus of entirely different 
prickly plants. 


cacuminal k#kji-minol (phon.) articu- 
lated with the point of the tongue turned 
upwards and backwards. xix. f. L. cacü- 
min-, -men summit; see -AL. 


cad kæd tunbooked passenger on a coach; 
Tassistant to coachman or waggoner XVIII; 
Tomnibus conductor (Hood, Dickens, 
Thackeray); confederate, familiar; (dial.) 
youngest of a litter; (dial. odd-job man; 
Ttownsman )( collegian ; ill-bred fellow xix. 
Shortening of cad(d)ee, CADDIE. 


cadastre kodz-stox register of property, 
etc. XIX, — F. cadastre ~ modPr. cadastro 
— It. catast(r)o, earlier catastico — late Gr. 
katdstikhon list, register, prop. katd stikhon 
line by line (cf. caTa-, sTICHIC). So 
cada strai'. xix. - F. 


cadaver kodeivar dead body. xvi. -L. 
cadáver, prop. 'fallen thing', f. cadere fall 
(see CASE!) ; cf. Gr. ptóma fall, corpse. 


cadaverous kədæ'vərəs corpse-like. xv. 
— L. cadáverósus, f. cadáver; see prec. and 
-OUS. 


caddie ke-di tarmy cadet xvi; ferrand 
boy, porter, commissionaire XVIII; golfer’s 
attendant XIX. orig. Sc. (earliest form 
caudie)~ F. cadet; see cADET*. The form 
cadee was in gen. use XVII-XVIII beside cadet. 
See CAD. 


caddis ke-dis larva of may-fly (used as 


angler's bait). xvir. contemp. with synon. 
(dial.) cadbait, codbait, cadew, of unkn. 
origin; identical in form with caddis wool, 
silk, etc. used as padding (xrv), worsted, 
serge (XVI) - (O)F. cadis serge = Pr. cadis, 
also of unkn. origin. 


caddy ke-di small box for holding tea. 
XVIII, unexpl, alteration of CATTY. 


cade! keid cask, barrel. xiv. -—L. cadus 
wine-jar, measure for liquids = Gr. kddos 
cask, jar, of Semitic origin (cf. Heb. kad 
pail). 

cade? keid young of animal brought up by 
hand; pet lamb. xv (kad; kod lomb). Of 
unkn. origin. 


cadence keidəns rhythm xıv (Ch.); fall of 
the voice ; close of a musical phrase, etc. XVI. 
OF. *cadence (first recorded xv). - It. 
cadenza — popL. *cadentia, f. cadent-, prp. 
stem of cadere fall; see CAsE! and cf. CHANCE. 
So ca:dency [cadence xvi11; (her.) descent 
of a younger branch from the main line 
XVIII; see -Y?, cadenza kade-nza (mus.) 
flourish at a cadence. xix. It. (see above). 


cadet! kode:t younger son, brother, or 
branch of family; gentleman in the army 
without a commission xvII; junior officer 
XVII. — F. cadet, earlier capdet = Gascon 
dial. capdet (— Pr. capdel):- Rom. *capi- 





CASTUS 


tellu-s, dim. of capit-, caput head, CHIEF; 
orig. applied to Gascon officers (younger 
sons of noble families) at the French court. 
cadet? kode:t (in Russian politics). xx. 
— Russ. kadét, pl. kadéty, fr. Russ. names 
of letters KD (initials of Konstitutsiónnye 
Demokraty Constitutional Democrats) plus 
-f through assim. to CADET}. 


cadge ked3 carry (a pack) xvi; go about 
begging XIX. Origin obscure; connexion 
with ME. and dial. cagge fasten, tie, is im- 
probable; perh. back-formation from 
cadger ke-d3ar orig. carrier, itinerant 
dealer xv (first in Sc.), of unkn. origin. 

cadi kei-di, ka-di judge in Oriental coun- 
tries. XVI. ult. — Arab. gddi, f. gadd judge. 
Also tcasi (xvin), kazi, repr. the Pers. and 
Indian pronunc. Cf. F., Sp., Pg. cadi, G., 
etc. kadi, and see ALCALDE. 


cadmium ke-dmiom (chem.) metallic 
element. xix. f. fcadmia calamine (xvi1) 
-L. cadmia~ Gr. kadmeid or kadmíà gê 
Cadmean earth ; see -IUM, CALAMINE. 


cadre kàdr frame, framework (Scott) ; per- 
manent establishment of a regiment xx. 
- F. - It. quadro :—- L. quadru-s square (cf. 
QUADRATE). 


caduceus kodjü:sios wandborneby Hermes. 
xvi. L. caàdücéus (also -Éum)- Doric Gr. 
karukeion, kartikion = Attic kériikeion, sb. 
use of n. of adj., f. Réruk-, kérux herald = 
Skr. kàrdus singer, poet. 

caducity kodjü'siti perishableness, frailty, 
infirmity. xvi. -— F. caducité, f. caduque 
- L. cadücus (f. cadere fall), whence cadu- 
cous kodjü:kes Tepileptic xvir; deciduous, 
fleeting, transitory XIX. (Cf. earlier Tcaduke 
XIV.) 


ceaecum sri'kom (anat.) first part of the large 
intestine, which terminates in a cul-de-sac. 
xvi. L., short for intestinum cæcum blind 
gut, tr. Gr. tuphlón énteron (cf. TvPHLITIS); 
n. sg. of cecus blind (see cEciTY). 


czerulean var. of CERULEAN. 


Casar stzori cognomen of Caius Julius 
Casar, Roman dictator; hence applied to 
the Roman emperors. xiv (Ch.). ME. Cesar, 
which gave way later to the sp. Cesar. J In 
the sense ‘emperor, monarch’ L. Casar was 
adopted in Germ. as OE. cásere (which dis- 
appeared in ME.), OFris. kaiser, keiser, OS. 
késar, OHG. keisar, G. kaiser (see KAISER), 
ON. keisari (adopted in ME. as caysere, etc.), 
Goth. kaisar. See also CZAR. 


Cæsarean, -ian sizearian pert. to the 
delivery of a child by cutting through the 
walls of the abdomen, as was done, accord- 
ing to legend, at the birth of Julius Cæsar 
(see prec.). XVIL -L. Czsariünus or f. 
Caesareus ; see -EAN, -IAN. 


cesium srziem (chem.) metallic element, 
xix. —- modL., n. of L. czsius bluish-grey ; 
after names in -IUM, 


czestus var. of CESTUS. 
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C/ESURA 


CALASH 





cæsura, U.S. cesura sizjuo'ro, siz-, sisj- 
(pros.) division of a foot between two words. 
xvi. = L. cæsūra lit. cutting, f. cæs-, pp. 
stem of cædere cut; see -URE. (Early forms 
Teesure, Tceasure may be - F. césure.) 


café  ke-fei F. = It. 
caffè COFFEE. 


cafeteria kefitio:rio, kefitorr'ó (orig. U.S.) 
restaurant in which customers serve them- 
selves. xx. Amer. Sp. ‘coffee shop’, f. Sp. 
cafetero maker or seller of coffee, f. café 
COFFEE. 


caffeine ke:fiin (chem.) alkaloid found in 
the coffee and tea plants. XIX. — F. caféine, 
f. café COFFEE; see -INE?. 


coffee-house. XIX. 


Caffre, Caffer ka-fo1 early forms of Karrir 
xvi (Caphar, Caf(f)ar). 


cafila kà:fila caravan. xvi. — Arab. gdfilah 
company journeying together, f. qafala 
return from a journey. 


caftan keften kefté-n Oriental under- 
tunic. XVI. -— Turk. gaftan, partly through 
F. cafetan. 


cage keida3 box or place for the confine- 
ment of birds, etc. xiu. —(O)F. cage = Pr. 
gabia, Sp. gavia prison, It. gabbia :- L. 
cavea stall, cage, coop, hive, spectators’ 
seats in a theatre (the senses do not favour 
Varro’s deriv. from cavus hollow). Cf. GAOL. 


caiman see CAYMAN. 


cainozoic kainozou’ik (geol.) Tertiary. XIX. 
f. Gr. kainds recent (connected by some 
with L. re|céns RECENT) 4- zóion animal (see 
Zoo-)4--1c. (Also rarely camo- sino.) 


caique kaik light boat used in the Medi- 
terranean. XVII. =~ F. caïque-— It. caicco 


— Turk. gaiq. 


cairn keoin pile of stones. xv (in designa- 
tions of persons, e.g. Johannes del Carnys, 
xiv). Earlier carn (cf. barn BAIRN) - Gael. 
carn heap of stones, corr. to Olr., W. carn. 
So cai‘rngorm precious stone used for 
ornaments by the Highlanders of Scotland, 
named from a mountain (Gael. Carngorm 
‘blue cairn’) where it is found. 


caisson keisü:n, kerson chest for ammuni- 

tion, etc.; watertight vessel used in deep 
water. XVIII. =~ F. caisson, tcasson — It. 
cassone; afterwards assim. to caisse CASE?; 
see -OON. 


caitiff kei tif prisoner; Tpoor wretch; 

base fellow, villain. xir. ME. caztzf (Cursor 
M.), occas. chaitif — OF. caitif captive, var. 
of chaitif (mod. chétif wretched) = Pr. 
caitiu, captiu, Sp. cautivo prisoner, It. 
cattivo bad := Rom. *cactivu-s, alteration 
of L. captivus CAPTIVE by assoc. with OCeltic 
*cactos (== L. captus); cf. late L. sense 
‘wretched’ of captivus, in Christian use, 
‘in bondage to sin’, (hence) ‘wicked’. 


cajole kədzžłou'l delude by flattery. etc. 


xvir (Milton). ~ F. cajoler, perh. a blend of 
two or more words (cf. cageoller, cajoller 
XVI chatter like a jay, prate, babble, and 
enjóler put in GAOL, rege allure). So 
cajo-lERy. xvii (Evelyn). 


cajuput ke: dsoput (oil HN from) 
species of Melaleuca. xvir. ult. — Malay 
kayuputih, i.e. kayu wood, puteh white. 
The sp. with f, as also in F. cajeput, and the 
consequent pronunc,., are due to Du. trans- 
literation of the Malay word as Rajoepoetih 
(whence modL. kajuputt). 


cake keik (arch.) flat sort of loaf xim; 
confectionery made with flour, flavoured 
more or less richly xv; (Sc.) thin hard- 
baked oaten bread xvi (Land of Cakes, 
Scotland). prob. -ON. kaka (Icel., Sw. 
kaka, Da. kage), f. *kak-, rel. to *kdk-, 
repr. by G. kuchen, etc. (see COOKIE). Hence 
cake vb. form into a cake. xvii. 


calabar, -ber kæ'ləbər kind of squirrel fur. 
xIv (PPI.). ME. calabre- medL. calabris, 
-ebrum, presumably f. Calabria name 
of a province of Italy; cf. medL. scuriolus 
calabrinus. 


calabash  kelobeí gourd, gourd-shell. 
xvII (calibasse, -bash). — F. calebasse, Tcala- 
— Sp. calabaza, corr. to Cat. car(a)bassa 
and other Rom, forms with r; prob. of 
Oriental origin (cf. Pers. kharbuza water- 
melon). 


calaboose kalobü:z (U.S.) prison. xvirr. 
- Negro F. calabouse — Sp. calabozo dun- 
geon. 


calamanco kelomez:nkou glossy woollen 
stuff of Flanders. xvr (Lyly) In Du. 
kal(a)mink, G. kalmank, F. calmande; of 
unkn. origin. Connexion with medL. cala- 
mancus kind of cap cannot be made out. 


calamary ke:lomori squid, pen-fish. xvr. 
- medL. calamárium pen-case, n. of L. 
calamárius, f. calamus pen — Gr. kdlamos, 
rel. to culmus HAULM}3 see -ARY. 


calambac kz:lombzk aloes wood, eagle 
wood. xvi. - Sp. calambac (so F., also 
-bouc). 


calamine ke-lamain ore of zinc. XVII 
(Holland). - (O)F. calamine - medL. cala- 
mina, alteration of L. cadmia ~ Gr. kadmíá, 
kadmeid (sc. gé earth), fem. of the adj. of 
Cadmus; cf. G. galmei, tkalmei, Tgadmey. 


calamint ke:lomint aromatic herb. xrv. 
— (O)F. calament - medL. calamentum, for 
late L. calaminthe « Gr. Ralaminthé. 


calamity kole-miti grievous affliction or 
distress XV; grievous disaster xvI. —F. 
calamité ~ L. calamitds, prob. rel. to in|colu- 
mis intact, safe; see -ITy. So cala:mitous. 
xvi. — F. calamiteux or L. calamitósus. 


calash kole-[ light carriage with folding 
hood XVII; woman’s hood xvi. Early 
forms caleche, galeche (Dryden), calleche - F, 
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CALCAREOUS 


calèche, tgaleche (Molière) - G. kalesche, 
= Pol. kolaska or Czech kolesa, f. kolo WHEEL. 


calcareous kelkeo-riss of the nature of 
lime. xvi. f. L. caled@rius, f. calc-, CALX-+ 
-dvius -ARY; the orig. etymol. sp. with -zous 
was altered by assoc. with words in -EOUS. 

calceolaria ko:lsióleo:ri9 genus of plants 
having  slipper-shaped flowers. XVIII. 
modL., f. L. calceolus, dim. of calceus shoe 
(f. calx heel) +-dria, fem. of -drius -Anv. 


calcine kzlsavrn reduce to quicklime. xiv 
(Ch.). =(O)F. calciner or medL. calcindre 
(a term of alchemy), f. late L. calcina lime, 
quick-lime, f. L.. calc-, cALX. So calcina:TION., 
XxiV (Ch.). - (O)F. - medL. 

calcium  kze:lsioóm (chem.) metallic ele- 
ment. xix (H. Davy). f. L. calc-, CALX ; see 
-IUM, 


calculate kz-lkjüleit reckon, compute. xvi. 
f. pp. stem of late L. calculare, f. calculus 
stone (see next); superseded calcule 
(xiv—xvr) - (O)F. calculer (= It. calcolare, 
Sp. calcular); see -ATE?*. So calcula: rioN. 
XIV (Gower). - (O)F. - late L. 


calculus kz-lkjülos stone in an animal 
body; Tgen. (system of) calculation xvir; 
spec. in differential, integral (etc.) calculus 
XVIII. = L, calculus pebble, stone in the 
body, stone used in counting, calculation, 
the relation of which to L. calx counter, 
limestone, lime, goal, and Gr. khdlix pebble, 
is undetermined. 





Caledonian kzlidou:nion. xvrr. f. Cale- 
donia (Tacitus) Roman name of part of 
northern Britain, now assoc. with the 
Scottish Highlands or Scotland in general; 
rel. to Dunkeld ‘fort of the Caledonians’, 
earlier Duni-Callen, Dun-Callden, referred 
by some to *kald- (Gael. coille) wood (cf. 
HOLT) ; see -IAN. 


calefaction — kzelif&:kfon heating. xvi. 
- (O)F. caléfaction or late L. calefactió(n-), 
f. calefacere, f. calére be warm -+ facere 
make, DO; see - TION. 


calendar, kalendar ke-lindez system of 
divisions of the civil year xii1 ; table showing 
these xiv. ME. kalender~ AN. calender, 
OF. calendier (mod. calendrier) — L. calendá- 
rium account-book, f. calenda CALENDS, the 
day on which accounts were due. The final 
-ar is due to assim. to L. 


calender kz:landez machine for calender- 
ing. XVIL ~F. calandre (whence prob. 
Prov. calandra, Du. kalander), presumably 
f. the vb. So ca-lender vb. pass material 
between rollers for glazing, etc. xv. - (O)F, 
calandrer, of unkn. origin; hence ca‘len- 
derER!, in shortened form Tcalender (xvi- 
XVIII, as in Cowper’s ‘John Gilpin’). 
calends, Kalends kz-londz. xiv. —-(O)F. 
calendes — L. kalendæ, acc. -as, first day of 
the month, when the order of days was 
proclaimed, f. *al- call, proclaim, as in 
L. caláre (cf. INTERCALATE), Gr. Raleín. 





CALIVER 








calenture ke-lontjuer tropical disease 
incident to sailors. xvi. =- F. calenture, 
— Sp. calentura, f. calentar be hot :- Rom. 
*calentáre, f. prp. stem of L. calére be warm 
(cf. LEW). 


calf! kaf, pl. calves kivz young of the cow. 
OE. calf (cealf), pl. calfru (cealfru) — OS. 
calf (Du. Ralf), OHG. chalb (G. Ralb) :- 
WQGerm. *kalbam n., beside ON. Rdlfr m. 
and Goth. kalbé fem. = OHG. chalba (G. 
kalbe female calf). WS. éealf continued in 
Kentish dial. as chalf (xi), chawlfe (xvi), 
and in place-names, as Chawleigh, Chawton, 
Chalvev, Chelvey. ‘The descendant of the 
OE. g. sg. calfes is preserved in calces-foot, 
and of the OE. g. pl. calfra in Calverton. 


calf? kaf, pl. calves kavz fleshy hinder part 
of the shank of the leg. xiv. =- ON. kálfi, 
of unkn. origin, whence also Ir., Gael. calpa. 
@ Note that LEG also is of ON. origin. 


Caliban ke-liben name of ʻa saluage and 
deformed slaue' in Sh. “Fempest’. xvil 
(Butler, ‘Hludibras’). perh. a var. of CANNI- 
BAL or derived from a form of CARIB. 


calibogus kzlibowgos (U.S.) mixture of 
rum and spruce beer. xvi. Of unkn. 
origin. 


calibre kæ'libər, koli-boz +diameter of a 
projectile; bore of a gun (also CALIVER); 
(fg. xvi. - F. calibre — It. calibro or Sp. 
calibre (also Tcalibo) — Arab. qgálib mould for 
casting metal, f. galaba turn, convert. See 
also CALIVER, CALLIPER. 


calico ke:likou cotton cloth. xvi. Earliest 
exx. have Callicut, kalyko, Calocowe cloth; 
f. name of a city and port on the coast of 
Malabar, India; relevant forms are Arab. 
Qaliqiit, medL.  Collicuthia, Malayalam 
Kolikodu, Pg. Qualecut, Calecut, Eng. 
Calzecot (Dunbar), Calyco (Boorde, 1547). 
€] F. calicot 1s from Eng. 


caligraphy, calisthenics vars. of CALLI- 
GRAPHY, -STHENICS. 


calipash kz-lipef, calipee kelipi- correl. 
words denoting (1) upper/lower shell of the 
turtle, (ii) gelatinous substance next to 
these. xvii. Earliest forms of the first are 
galley patch, calapatch; perh. of native W. 
Indian origin, unless a native alteration of 
Sp. carapacho CARAPACE. 


caliph, calif, khalif ke-lif, kei-lif Mahom- 
medan chief ruler (successor of Mahom- 
med). xiv (Gower). - (O)F. caliphe (medL. 
calipha, -es)- Arab. khalifa, f. khalafa 
succeed. Hence cadiphate. xvin. -F. 
calibhat (medL. caliphátus) ; see -ATE!. This 
word penetrated into Europe as a result of 
the Crusades. 


caliver ke-livor, kolt'vor light musket or 
harquebus. xvi (also kalyver, qualivre, 
caleever). var. of CALIBRE, prob. first in phr. 
harquebuze or piece de calibre, which was 
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CALIX 


misunderstood, calibre being taken for the 
name of the piece. 








calix, calyx kez-liks, kei-liks pl. calices 
cup-like cavity. xvii. = L. calix cup, rel. 
to Gr. kulix. 


calkin ko-kin, kelkin turned edge of a 
horse-shoe. xv (kakun). ~(M)Du. kalkoen 
or its source OF. calcain (cf. Pr. calcanh, It. 
calcagno) :- L.. calcáneum heel, £. L. calc-, 
calx heel (cf. RECALCITRANT). 


call k5l cry out OE. ; summon with a shout; 
name XIII; drive xiv (Sc.; cf. CA'CANNY). 
Late OE. ceallian (once) - ON. kalla cry, 
summon loudly, name, claim — MLG., 
(M)Du. kallen, OHG. challén talk, chatter 
:- *kallojan, £. CGerm. (exc. Gothic) *kal- 
(which appear to be repr. in OE. hilde|calle 
*war-herald') :- IE. *gol-, repr. also by W. 
galw call, OSI. glas voice, glagolit word (cf. 
GLAGOLITIC). 


callant ke-lont (Sc.) customer ; lad, youth. 
XVI (-and) - Flem. kalant ‘customer’, 
‘chap’ - north. F. dial. caland, superseding 
earlier calland, var. of chaland customer, 
Tfriend, acquaintance, protector, prp., with 
change of suffix, of chaloir be warm, in 
impers. use, be the concern of :- L. calere 
be warm, heated, ardent (cf. NONCHALANT). 
For the sense cf. CHAP?. 


caller kæ'lər, ka'lər (Sc. and north. dial.) 
fresh. xtv (caloure). var. (with assim. of lu 
to ll, as in siller from silver) of ME. calver, 
-ur, calwar, presumably adj. use of OE. 
calwer (cealer, €ealre) curds, surviving in 
caluer of saulmon 'escume de saulmon' 
(Palsgr.), rel. to MLG. keller, and f. Germ. 
base *kal- be corp. "This term appears to 
denote the state of the fish [i.e. salmon] 
freshly taken, when its substance appears 
interspersed with white flakes like curd' 
(Way in 'Promp. Parv.', ed. 1865, p. 59). 


calli-, cali- kæli, kəli: repr. Gr. kalli- (the 

var. sp. cali- is unetymological), used as 
comb. form of kalós beautiful (cf. kdllos 
beauty), e.g. kallipais having beautiful 
children: callicRAPHY  kolrgrofi hand- 
writing, prop. elegant penmanship. XVII 
- modL. calligraphia - Gr. kalligraphia, f. 
kalligrábhos. So calli-GRAPHER (cf. F. calli- 
graphe), callicna:PHIC xvi. callipygiaN 
keliprda3ien ‘largely composed behinde’ 
(Sir T. Browne). xvur. f. Gr. Rallipigos 
designation of a famous statue of Venus, f. 
piigé buttocks. callisthenics kzlispe-niks 
exercises for developing strength with 
beauty. XIX. f. Gr. sthénos strength. 


callidity kélrditi cunning, craftiness. xvi. 
— L. calliditàs, f£. callidus skilful, cunning, 
crafty ; see -ITY. 


calliper kz-lipaz (usu. pl.) compasses for 
measuring diameters. XVI. orig. calliper 
compasses compasses used for measuring 
the calibre of a bullet or piece of ordnance; 
presumably var. of CALIBRE. 


CALTROP 





callous kz:los hardened. xvi. - (partly 

through F. calleux) L. callosus, f. ca:llus 
hardened skin, which has been used in Eng. 
since xvI. So callosiry kélovsiti. XVI. 
~ F. or L. 


callow kze:lou tbald OE.; unfledged. xvi. 
OE. calu (calw-) = MLG. kale, MDu. kale 
(Du. kaal, OHG. chalo (G. kahl) :— W Germ. 
*kalwaz, prob. = L. calvus bald (whence F. 
chauve), rel. to OSI. golt bare, naked, Skr. 
kulvas, Av. kaurva bald. Q The treatment of 
the hair was a matter of interest between 
the Romans and the Germans; cf. WGerm. 
adoption of L. crispus (crisp) and Goth. 
kapillon (f. L. capillus hair) cut hair. 


calm kàm still, quiet. xıv. The sb., adj., 
and vb. appear about the same time, and 
earlier than the corr. F. words (xv), which 
are presumed to be-It. calma, calmo, 
calmare ; these are referred to popL. *calma, 
alteration of late L. cauma (Vulgate) -= Gr. 
katima heat (of the day or the sun), by assoc. 
with L. calére be hot; the sense-develop- 
ment may have been ‘heat of the day’, ‘rest 
during this’, ‘quiet, stillness’. The Eng. 
words may have been taken direct from 
popL. (cf. medL. calmacio, calmus adj.). 
Hence calmartivz kz-:lmotiv, kà*m- sedative. 
XIX. 


calomel ke-lamel mercurous chloride. 
XVIL. —modL. calomel, calomeles (so in F. 
XVII), said to be f. Gr. kalós beautiful+ 
mélas black, because in its first preparation 
a black powder turned into a white one. 


caloric kélo-rik supposed elastic fluid, the 
source of heat. xvii. - F. calorique (Lavoi- 
sier...), f. L. calor heat-4- -zque -1c. 


calorie, -y ke-lari unit of heat. xix. = F. 
calorie (Guillemin), arbitrarily f. L. calor 
heat; cf. -v?. calori-, stem of L., calor heat, 
as in calori:F1C (F. calorifique, L. calórificus), 
calori: METER (F. calorimétre, Lavoisier). 


calotte kolo:t skull-cap. xvir. — F. calotte, 
— Pr. calota or 1t. callotta, referred by some 
to Gr. Rkaliiptra hood, by others to Arab. 
kaliita cap; cf. also L. calautica woman's 


head-dress. 


calotype kz'lotaip patent name of a photo- 
graphic process. xix (Fox Talbot). f. Gr. 
kalós beautiful--£pos TYPE. 


caloyer kae-lojor Greek monk. xvm. - F. 
caloyer — It. caloiero — ecclGr. kaldgéros, f. 
kalós beautiful4-géras, gerós old age. 


calpack ke-Ipek Oriental cap. xvi (cole- 
pecke, colpack). -'Yurki qalpdq, qalpdaq. 

caltrop! kze:ltrap (usu. pl.) name of various 
plants that entangle the feet; (later) star- 
thistle, Trapa natans. OE. calcatrippe, ME. 
calketrappe-medL. calcatrippa, whence 
also OF. cachatrepe, cauche-, AN. calke- 
trappe, Pr. calcatrepa. 

caltrop? kza'ltrop Ttrap, snare xiI1; (mil.) 
iron ball with sharp spikes xvi. ME. calke- 
trap ~ OF. kauketrape, dial. var. of cauche-, 
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CALUMET 


CAMERLINGO 





chauchetrape, later (mod.) chaussetrape, f. 
chauchier (mod. cócher) tread 4- trappe trap; 
ult. identical with prec. 


calumet kze:ljümet Amer.-Indian pipe of 
peace. xvi. - F. calumet, dial. var. (with 
suffix-substitution) of chalumeau ~ late L. 
calamellus, dim. of calamus reed- Gr. 
kdlamos HAULM. 


calumny kz:lomni malicious misrepre- 

sentation. XV. ~ L. calumnia false accusa- 
tion (whence F. calomnie); cf. CHALLENGE 
and caviL. So calumniate kals:mnieit 
xvi. f. pp. stem of L. calumniärī, f. calu- 
mnia; see -ATE?. calumnia'TION. xvi (cf. 
F.calomniation). calu:mniaTon. xvt. -late L.. 
calu:mniovs. xv. -—- (OJF. calomnieux or 
L. calumniósus. 


calvary ke-lvori outdoor (life-size) repre- 
sentation of the Crucified Christ. xviir. =L. 
calvária skull (f. calva scalp, calvus bald, 
rel. to Skr. kulvas), tr. in Matt. xxvii 33, etc. 
of Aram. gogultho, gogoltha skull (-- Heb. 
gulgóleth), rendered in Gr. by golgothd; cf. 
F. calvaire; see -ARY. 


calve kàv give birth to a calf. OE. calfian 
(éealfian), f. calf CALF; cf. Du. kalven, 
MHG. kalben, etc. 


calvered kze-vord applied to salmon that 
is cut up alive, xvir (Jonson). f. calver (see 
CALLER) 4- -ED. 


Calvinism kæ'lvinizm adherence to Cal- 
vin's doctrine. xvi. =F. calvinisme or 
modL. calvinismus, f. name of Jean Calvin, 
French Protestant reformer (1509-64); see 
-ISM. So Calvinist. xvi; after F. 


calx kælks (alch. and early chem.) powder 
resulting from calcination of a mineral. xv. 
- L., ‘lime’, ‘limestone’, prob. - Gr. khalix 
pebble, limestone. Cf. CALCINE, CALCULATE, 
CALCULUS, and CHALK. 


calyx keiliks, ke-liks outer envelope of a 
flower. xvi. — L. calyx —- Gr. kdlux shell, 
husk, pod, f. base of kalíptein hide. Q Con- 
fused with caLix. 


cam! kam projection on a wheel. xviii. 
- Du. kam coms, as in kamrad toothed 
wheel, cog-wheel; G. Rammrad, Sw., Da. 
kamhjul, and F. came are also of Du. origin. 


cam? kzm (dial) crooked xvr; but im- 
plied in cammed(e) xiv. 'The base is Celtic 
*kambos (as in Cambodunum ‘crooked town’, 
Yorkshire), whence W., Gael., Manx, Ir. 
cam crooked, bent, wrong, false. 


camaraderie kemore:d(sa)ri goodfellow- 
ship. xix. F., f. camarade COMRADE ; see -ERY. 


camarilla kzmorilo private cabinet, cabal. 
XIX. Sp., dim. of camara CHAMBER. 


camber ke-mbaz arched surface or line. 

xvii, — OF. cambre, f. dial. var. of OF. 
chambre arched :- L. camurus curved in- 
wards. So ca‘mber vb. xvi. = F. cambrer, 
f. cambre. 


cambist ka'mbist one skilled in monetary 


exchange. XIX. — F. cambiste — It. cambista, 
f. cambio CHANGE. 


cambium kz:mbiom (physiol.) Tone of the 
alimentary humours ; (bot.) fluid between the 
wood and the bark of trees. xvii. -- medL., 
'exchange', used in the physiological sense 
by Arnaldus de Villa Nova (x1t1-xi1v) : 'cam- 
bium humiditas manifeste alterata membri 
continentis complexione.' 


Cambrian kæ'mbriən Welsh. xvu (pre- 
ceded by Camber xvi). f. Cambria, var. of 
Cumbria, latinization of W. Cymry Wales 
:- OCeltic *Kombroges, f. *kom- together, 
com-+ *brog- border, region, MARCH?; see 
-IAN. 

cambric keimbrik fine white linen. XVI 
(cameryk; Sc. forms have unexpl -eche, 
-age, -ige, -oche). f. Kamerijk, Flemish form 
of Cambrai a town of northern France, 
famous for fabrics :- medL.Camaracum. 


camel kæml humped hornless ruminant. 
OE. camel, reinforced in ME. by OF. camel, 
chameil, later camoil, camel, chamel (mod. 
chameau); two L. types are repr. in OF., 
camélus and *camellus (cf. Pr. camel, Sp., 
It. cammello) - Gr. kámélos, of Semitic 
origin (Heb., Phoenician gdmal). Q The L. 
word is repr. in other Germ. langs., e.g. Du. 
kameel, G. kamel; but the earlier CGerm. 
name (presumably based on L. elephantus 
elephant) is seen in OE. olfend, OS. olbundeo, 
OHG. olbenta, ON. ulfaldi, Goth. ulbandus ; 
cf. OSI. velibandá camel. 


camellia kemi-lis, -e-lia genus of shrubs of 
the tea family. xvii. —- modL. (Linnaus), 
f. name of Josef Kamel (latinized Camellus), 
a Moravian jesuit who described the botany 
of Luzon; see -IAL 

came see COME. 


camelopard kæ'məlopã:1d, kome”l- giraffe. 
xvi. —L. camélopardus, -pardalis - Gr. 
kamélopdrdalis, f£. kdmélos CAMEL + pdrdalis 
PARD. 

Camembert ka-mabeor small soft rich 
cheese originating from Camembert, village 
of Normandy, France. XIX. 


cameo ka:miou precious stone having two 
layers of different colours. xv (cameu). 
- OF. came(h)u, camahieu (mod. camaieu), 
corr. to Sp., Pg. camafeo, pointing to a type 
*camaheus (cf. medL. camahutus, etc.); 
later =- It. cam(m)eo, corr. to medL. cam- 
maus, whence also F. camée; prob. ult. of 
Oriental origin. 


camera kze:moro CHAMBER, in several spec. 
uses. XVIII. -—L. camera vault, arched 
chamber - Gr. kamádrá object with arched 
cover. In photography, short for camera 
obscura darkened chamber or box, orig. an 
optical instrument. Q In camera, (leg.) in 
the judge’s private chamber )( in open court. 


camerlingo kemousli:ngou pope’s or cardi- 
nal’s chamberlain. xvi1. It.; see CHAMBER- 
LAIN. 
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CAMI- 


CAN 





cami- kæmi shortening of CAMISOLE, as | Campeachy kempi-tfi epithet of a red 


in cami-knickers XX. 


camisado k:zmisa:dou (mil) night attack. 
XVI. — Sp. camisada lit. ‘attack in one’s 
shirt’, f. camisa shirt; see CHEMISE, -ADO. 


dye-wood, also called logwood. xvui (Cam-, 
Compeche wood, tree). Name of a southern 
state of Mexico, whence the wood was orig. 
exported; in Sp. campeche, in F. campéche. 


camisole kæ'misoul (formerly) woman’s campestral kæmpe'strəl pert. to fields or 


jacket, (now) underbodice. xix. = F. cami- 
sole — It. camiciola or Sp. camisola, dim. of 
camicia, camisa shirt (see CHEMISE). 


open country. xvii. f. L. campester, -tri-, 
f. campus; see CAMP, -AL. Also Tcampe':- 
strial. xvir. 


camlet ke-mlit fabric of which the nature camphor kæ'mfər white translucent vege- 


has varied much. xiv. Early forms chamlett, 
-lot, Sc. cammeloit, prob. - OF. chamelot, 
camelot, perh. ult. from Arab. khamlat, f. 


khaml pile carpet, but pop. assoc. with 
camel’s hair. 


camomile ka‘momail plant of the genus 
Anthemis. xiv. —(O)F. camomille = late L. 
c(h)amomilla, alteration of chamzemeélon — Gr. 
khamaimélon ‘earth-apple’ (khamai on the 


table oil. xv. Early forms are various, both 
disyll. and trisyll., camphire prevailing from 
XV to c. 1800. — OF. camfhore, later and 
mod. camphre (AN. caumphre) or medL. 
camphora — (prob. through Sp. alcanfor) 
Arab. káfür (whence medGr. kaphourd) 
— Prakrit happira, Skr. karpüra. «| Has 
become a CÉur. word. Hence ca:mpho- 
rated xvII; see -ATE?. 


ground, mélon apple), so called from the campion kKkz'mpion plant of the genus 


apple-like smell of the blossoms. 


camorra komo'ro secret society in Naples. 
XIX. Ít., of doubtful origin, but perh. = Sp. 
camorra dispute, quarrel. 


camouflage ke:mufla3 disguise of appear- 


Lychnis. xvi. First recorded from Lobel 
and Lyte and applied to Lychnis Coronaria; 
tr. of Gr. lukhnis stephanomatiké (i.e. ‘used 
for garlands’), on which has been based a 
derivation from Tcamption (— OF. (north.) 
campion CHAMPION). 


ance. XX. F., f. camoufler (thieves! sl), | campshed kz-mPfed facing of piles and 


~ It. camuffare disguise, deceive, perh. assoc. 
with camouflet whiff of smoke in the face; 
see ~AGE, 


camp kemp place where troops are lodged 
in tents, etc.; temporary quarters. XVI. 
-(O)F. camp - It. campo (= (O)F. champ 
field, battlefield, Pr. camp, Sp. campo) :- L.. 
campu-s level field, place for games and 
military exercises, field of battle, whence 
CGerm. (exc. Gothic) *kampaz fight, battle, 


boarding to protect a bank. xvi. prob. f. 
CANT!-++SHIDE; this deriv. is suggested by 
the earliest forms with -shide, -shed, -shead, 
of which the later -shot, -shut, -sheet, -sheath 
in var. spellings of the coll. campshedding 
(xIx) appear to be corruptions. 


campus kz:mpos (U.S.) college or uni- 


versity grounds. XVIII (first at Princeton, 
New Jersey). = L. campus field. 


repr. by OE., OFris, MDu. camp (Du. camwood kemwud hard red wood of 


kamp), OHG. champf (G. kampf), ON. kapp. 
So camp vb. xvi. — F. camper; cf. ENCAMP. 


W. Africa. xviu (Dampier). Said to be 
- native dial. word kambi. 


campaign kempein army’s operations in can! keen vessel for liquid. OE. canne, corr. 


the field. xvir (Clarendon). — F. campagne 
— It. campagna (used in the mil. sense xvi) = 
(O)F. champagne CHAMPAIGN, in the other 
senses of which campaign was also formerly 
used (xvir). The military application arose 
in those conditions of warfare according to 
which an army remained in quarters during 
the winter and on the approach of summer 
went into the country (nella campagna, dans 
la campagne) to conduct operations. Hence 
as vb. XVIII. 


campanile kæmpəni'li bell-tower (usu. 

lofty and detached). xvr: (Evelyn). - It. 
campanile (whence F. campanile), f. campana 
- late L. campdna. 


campanology kempono:led3i art of bell- 
ringing. XIX. — modL. campanologia, f. late 
L. campdna ; see prec. and -LoGy. 


campanula kompz:njülo plant of a large 

genus so named with bell-shaped flowers. 
XVII (Evelyn). —- modL. dim. of campana; 
see prec. and -ULE. So campa:nulate bell- 
shaped. XVII. * modL,.. ; see -ATE*, 
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to MDu. kanne (Du. kan), OHG. channa 
(G. kanne), ON. kanna; it is uncertain 
whether the word is orig. Germ. or — late L. 
canna (v1), whence OF. channe, Pr. cana. 
OE. canne is recorded only once, in a gloss, 
after which there is no Eng. evidence till 
xIv, when the word was prob. introduced 
from the Continent. 


can? keen, (unstressed) kon, kn pt. could 


kud, kad know, (with inf.) know how, (pass- 
ing into) have power, be able. One of the 
group of Germ. preterite-present verbs (see 
DARE, MAY, SHALL, WIT?) ; the primary mean- 
ing was ‘have learned’, ‘come to know’. 
OE. cunnan, pres. ind. can(n), con(n), pl. 
cunnon, pt. cüpe (1— *cunba) = OF ris. kunna, 
kan, kunda, OS. cunnan, can, consta (Du. 
kunnen, kan, konde), OHG. kunnan, kan, 
kunda or kunsta (G. können, kann, konnte), 
ON. kunna, hann, kunna (1- *kunóa), Goth. 
(and CGerm.) kunnan, kann, kunpa. The 
second 7 of the pres. stem is formative; e.g. 
OE. pl. cunnon, Goth. kunnum, etc. = Skr. 
janimas (:= *gnnomós) we know. ‘The IE. 


CANAILLE 


base *gn-, *gné-, *gnd- appears also in Lith. 
Zinóti know, and Olr. ath|gnin recognizes. 
Cf. know. The pt. could, with analogical / 
after should and would, appeared in early 
XVI, and superseded coude (xtv—xv1), which 
was an alteration of ME. coupe by assim. to 
regular wk. pt. forms in -de. See also CON!, 
CUNNING, UNCOUTH. 


canaille kzenai- rabble, mob. xvir. F. -= It. 
canaglia (= Sp. canalla, Pg. canalha), f. 
cane dog :- L. cani-s (see HOUND). ‘The It. 
form was in earlier use (B. Jonson). 


canal konz: fpipe to convey liquid xv; 
tubular cavity in the body, duct XVII; arti- 
ficial watercourse xvir. -(O)F. canal, 
refash. of earlier chanel CHANNEL, after L. 
canalis ot It. canale. So canalize ka:nolaiz, 
-A'TION,. XIX. — F. canaliser, -isation. 


canard kæ'nār(d) cock-and-bull story. 
XIX. F., lit. ‘duck’; the sense of ‘hoax’ is 
said to have arisen from the phr. vendre un 
canard à moitié ‘half-sell a duck’ (cf. ‘ven- 
deur de canards à moitié, a cousener, guller, 
cogger ; foister, lyer' Cotgr. 1611 ; bailleur de 
canards jit. ‘deliverer of ducks’, 1612 in 
Littré’s dict.). 

Canarese kenorrz Dravidian language of 
Canara or Kanara (S.W. India), the native 
form of which is Kanndda, f. kan black+ 
nádu country ; see -ESE. 





canary konea‘ri name of a dance, a wine, 
and a singing-bird derived from the Canary 
Islands. xvi. — F. Canmarie — Sp. Canaria, 
in L. Canaria insula ‘Isle of Dogs’, one of 
the Fortunate Isles, so named from its large 
dogs (L. candrius pert. to dogs, f. canis dog, 
HOUND). As the name of the bird modelled 
on F. canari, T-ie - Sp. canario. 


canaster konze'sto1 kind of tobacco, so 
called from the rush basket in which it was 
imported. xIx. = Sp. canastro - medL. 
*canastrum — Gr. kdnastron CANISTER. 


cancan kæ'nkæn extravagant dance. XIX. 
= F. cancan kăkă noise, disturbance (xv1), 
vulgar noisy dance (XIX), said to be L. 
quanquam (with contemp. pronunc. of 
Latin) although, taken as the typical begin- 
ning of a wrangle in the Schools. 


cancel ke-nsl cross out, obliterate; annul. 
xIV. —(OJF. canceller — L. cancelláre make 
lattice-wise, cross out (a writing), f. can- 
cellus, pl. cancelli cross-bars (see CHANCEL). 


cancer ke-nsor zodiacal constellation of 
the Crab xrv (Ch.); malignant tumour XVII. 
— L. cancer crab, creeping ulcer, after Gr. 
karkínos crab, karkínóma CARCINOMA, the 
tumour being so called, acc. to Galen, on 
account of the resemblance to a crab's limbs 
of the swollen veins about the part affected. 
Cf. CANKER, CHANCRE. 


candelabrum  kendilei*ybram,  -la-bram 
candlestick, chandelier. xIx. — L. candéla- 
brum, f. candéla CANDLE; the pl. candelabra 
has been often used as sg., with pl. in -as. 





CANNEL 


candid kz-ndid Twhite; free from bias or 

malice; frank. xvir. = F. candide or L. 
candidus, f. candēre be white, glisten (cf. 
INCANDESCENT, INCENSE); see -ID. 


candidate kæ'ndidət aspirant to an office. 

xvH. -(O)F. candidat or L. candidátus 
clothed in white, candidate for office (who 
appeared in a white toga), f. candidus; see 
prec. and -ATEl. Hence candidature. 
XIX. prob. after F. 


candle kze:ndl cylinder of tallow or wax 
with a wick enclosed. OE. candel ~ L. can- 
déla, later -della, f. candére glisten. One of 
the L. words introduced into Eng. after the 
Conversion of A.D. 597; reinforced in ME. by 
AN. candele, OF. candeile, var. of chandeile, 
-oile (= Pr., Sp., It. candela, Pg. candeia) :—- 
L. candéla, and OF. candelle (mod. chandelle) 
:~ L. candella. Hence Ca:ndlemas -məs 
2 February ; OE. candelmzssedag ; see MAss!. 
candlestick (formerly including candela- 
bra); OE, candelsticca. 


candour kæ'ndər tpurity; freedom from 
bias or malice xvii (Jonson); outspokenness 
XVIII — F. candeur or L. candor, f. cand- of 
candére and candidus CANDID; see -OUR. 


candy ke:ndi sugar-candy xvin; (U.S.) 
sweetmeats xIX. — F. candi in sucre candi 
SUGAR-CANDY. 

candytuft kenditaft the plant Iberis 
umbellata, orig. brought from Candia. 
xvii. f. Candy, the island Candia (Crete) 4- 
TUFT, 


cane kein hollow stem of giant reeds, etc. 
XIV (Trevisa); used as a walking-stick or 
rod xvi. ME. canne, cane = OF. cane, (also 
mod.) canne — Pr. cana, Sp. cafía, 1t. canna. 
¿= L. canna reed, cane, tube, pipe ~ Gr. 
kdnna, kdnné- Ass. kant (Heb. kaneh) 
~ Sumerian gin. Hence cane vb. beat with 
a cane. XVII. 


cangue kzng wooden frame worn about 
the neck as a punishment. xv. =F. 
cangue = Pg. canga- Annamite gong. 


canicular koni‘kjiilar of the days preceding 
or following the heliacal rising of the dog- 
star. XIV (Trevisa). — late L. caniculdris, f. 
canicula dog-star, dim. of canis dog. 


canine kz-nain, kei-nain pert. to a dog. 
XVIIL. — F. canin, -ine, or L. caninus, -ina, 
f. canis dog, HOUND; see -INE!. 


canister ke-nistoz tbasket xvII; small case 
or box for tea, etc. XVII. = L. canistrum 
basket for bread, fruit, etc. — Gr. kánastron 
wicker basket, f. kánnā reed, CANE. 





canker kæ'ņkər gangrenous affection. OE, 
cancer, reinforced or superseded by = ONF. 
cancre, var. of (O)F. chancre :~ L. cancrum, 
nom. cancer ; see CANCER, CHANCRE. Applied 
from xv to larve destructive to plants: so 
canker-worm (XVI). 


cannel kz:nl bituminous coal burning 
with a very bright flame. xvı (canel, Leland). 
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CANNELURE 


CANTANKEROUS 





Since xvnII currently expl. as standing for 
candle (north. dial. cannle) coal; but it is not 
clear that the orig. form was cannel coal and 
not simply can(n)el. 


cannelure ke-noljuar grooving. xvi. ~F. 
cannelure, f. canneler, f. cannel CHANNEL. 
(Also channelure, in adj. -ed XVI.) 


cannibal kæ'nibəl man-eating man. XVI. 
First in pl. Canibales - Sp. Canibales, one 
of the forms (recorded by Columbus) of-the 
ethnic name Caribes (see CARIB) of a fierce 
man-eating nation of the West Indies; 
according to Oviedo (‘La historia general 
de las Indias’ 11 viii) caribe means ‘brave 
and daring’. Cf. CALIBAN. 


cannon! ke:non piece of ordnance. XVI. 
~ (O)F. canon - It. cannone, augm. of canna 
tube, CANE; see-OON. SoCannoma‘DE. XVII. 
— F. canonnade — It. cannonata. CannoneeE’R. 
XVI. — F. canonnier — lt. cannoniere. 


cannon? kz:non stroke at billiards. xIx. 
Perversion, by assoc. with CANNON!, of 
car(r)om (xvii; still in U.S.A. as vb. ‘re- 
bound’, ‘bounce’), shortening of CARAMBOLE. 
Also as vb. xix. 


canny kæ'ni (Sc.) sagacious, cautious XVI; 
clever, cunning; careful, quiet, gentle XviII; 
(north. Eng.) agreeable, comely XIX; advb. 
cautiously, gently xvii (cf. CA'CANNY). 
Presumably f. CAN?-F-Y!; corr. to cunning 
in its primary sense. 


canoe konü: primitive boat of savage races 
xv1; light boat propelled by paddling xvrrr. 
The native name, Haytian (whence Sp.) 
canoa, is recorded by Eden, 1555, and con- 
tinued in use till xvir1; in later XVI a var. 
canow (cf. Carib canaoua) appeared and was 
continued as canoo, to which the present 
pronunc. corresponds, the present sp. (XVIII) 
being due to F. canoé; forms based on 
Du. cano were also current. 


canon! kz:non rule, law (of the Church) 

OE. ; central portion of the Mass xir; list 
of books of the Bible accepted as authentic 
XIV; (mus.) XVI; size of type (cf. brevier, 
pica) xvii. OE. canon-L. canón - Gr. 
kanón rule; reinforced or superseded by 
ME. cano(u)u - AN. canun, (O)F. canon. 
So canonic(AL) -o-nikol based on eccle- 
siastical law or rule xv (Caxton); f. F. 
canonique or L. canonicus = Gr. kanonikós. 
ca:nonisT professor of canon law xv. - F. 
-medL. ca-nonizE place in the canon of 
saints, -IZA'TION. XIV (Wyclif). - medL. 


canon? kze-non clergyman living according 

to the ‘vita canonica, i.e. religious life based 
on rule. XII. ME. canun, canoun, also 
chanun, chanoun~ OF. canonie, chanoine 
(with ending assim. to cano(u): CANON!) 
~ecclL. canonicus (repr. in OE. canonic, 
MHG. kanunich), sb. use of adj. (see CANONI- 
CAL). Hence ca‘moness. xvil; after F. 
chanoinesse, in medL. canonica. ca:nonny. 
XV. 


cañon, canyon ke-njan deep gorge. XIX. 
= Sp. cañon tube, pipe, conduit, augm. of 
caña CANE. The specific application was 
given by the Spaniards of New Mexico. 


canoodle koni-di (U.S. sl.) indulge in 
caresses. XIX (Sala). Of unkn. origin. 


canopy kæ'nəpi covering over a throne, etc. 
xiv (Wycl.). Late ME. canope,canape- medL. 
canopeum baldacchino, for L. cónópéum, 
-eum, -ium net over a bed, pavilion - Gr. 
kónópeíon Egyptian bed with mosquito 
curtains, f. Rónóps gnat, mosquito. 


canorous kənõə'rəs melodious. XVII. f. 
L. canórus, f. canor song, f. canere sing; see 
CHANT, -OUS. 


cant! kent tedge, border (?) xiv; nook, 
corner XVII; oblique line or face XIX. prob. 
—- MLG. kant point, creek, border, kante 
side, edge (whence G. kante), (M)Du. cant 
border, side, corner - Rom. *canto (as in 
OF. cant, F. chant, champ, Sp., It. canto 
edge, corner, side), for L. cant(h)us iron tire, 
said by Quintilian to be a barbarism of Sp. 
or African origin. (Connexion, if any, with 
W. kant circumference, Breton kant circle, 
OSI. katů corner, Gr. kanthós corner of the 
eye, is obscure.) Cf. CANTON. Hence cant 
vb. bevel, slant, toss, tilt xvr; whence a 
new sb. cant toss, throw, slope, tilt xvrir. 


cant? kent (sl) speak, talk, esp. in the 
whining fashion of beggars xvi (Harman); 
use the particular Jargon of a class or set; 
affect religious or pietistic phraseology xvir. 
prob. - L. cantàre sing (see CHANT), which 
was applied contemptuously as early as XII 
to the singing in church services and perh. 
later to the speech of religious mendicants. 
Hence cant sb. twhining speech; peculiar 
phraseology or jargon of a class, esp. of 
pedlars, gipsies, thieves, and vagabonds 
XVII; affected use of (religious) language 
XVIII. (An obscure cantum ‘something sung’ 
in Caxton’s ‘Reynard the Fox’ xxvii may be 
somehow connected.) So canting vbl. sb. 
(often attrib.) and ppl. adj., esp. of beggars’ 
cant (peddelars Frenche or Canting, Harman; 
an old Canting Beggar, Jonson; canting 
speech, 1592; Canting Crew, Beggers, Gyp- 
sies, 1690). Canting arms (her.) those in 
which the figures bear a punning allusion 
to the name of the family. 


Cantab ke:nteb xvi. Short for Canta- 
brigiAN keentabri:d3ien (xvir), f. Canta- 
brigia, L. form of Cambridge name of an 
Eng. university town. 


cantaloup kæ'ntəlūp variety of musk- 
melon. XVIII. — F. cantaloup —- It. Canta- 
luppi, name of a former summer residence 
of the popes near Rome, where it was culti- 
vated on its introduction from Armenia. 


cantankerous kæntæ'nkərəs quarrelsome. 
XVIIL (Goldsmith, Sheridan). Said by Grose 
to be a Wiltshire word, but the earliest 
literary evidence suggests an Ir. origin; 
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perh. blending of Ir. cant auction, outbidding, 
with rancorous (cf. also Ir. cannrdén conten- 
tion, grumbling). 


cantata kzentá:'to choral composition, for- 
merly a recitative. XVIII. — It. (sc. aria AIR), 
fem. pp. of cantare sing; see CHANT, -ADE. 


canteen kznti:n sutler's shop in a camp, 
etc.; outfit of cooking and table vessels or 
utensils. xvi. ~ F. cantine = Ít. cantina 
cellar, perh. f. canto corner (see cANT!). 


canter kz:ntoi easy gallop. xvi. Short 
for Canterbury gallop, pace, trot (XVII), a 
pace such as mounted pilgrims to Canter- 
bury were supposed to have ridden. Hence 
vb. XVIII; cf. occas. Teanterbury vb. (xvii). 


canterbury kez-nto1beri stand with parti- 
tions to hold music portfolios, etc. xix. 
prob. named after Charles Manners-Sutton, 
first viscount Canterbury, Speaker of the 
House of Commons, elder son of Charles 
Manners-Sutton, archbishop of Canterbury. 


Canterbury bells kz:ntoibori belz plant of 
the genus Campanula. xvi (Lyte, Gerarde). 
The flowers were fancifully assoc. with the 
small bells worn by horses ridden by pilgrims 
to Canterbury. 


cantharides kænpæ'ridīiz Spanish fly; this 
dried and used medicinally. xv. L., pl. of 
cantharis - Gr. kantharís blister fly. 


canticle ke-ntikl song, hymn, spec. liturgi- 
cal hymn in the Divine Office xit1; (pl.) 
Song of Solomon, Canticum Canticorum 
XVI. — OF. canticle, var. of cantique = L. 
canticum, f. cantus CHANT; prob. reinforced 
by L. dim. canticulum (cf. -CLE). 


cantilever ke:ntilivar bracket of stone, 
etc. XVII; projecting support in bridge- 
building xix. Earliest forms cantlapper, 
candilever, of which the formal significance 
is doubtful. The first syll. has been con- 
nected with Sp. can dog, (transf.) bracket, 
modillion, corbel; but the formation is 
altogether obscure. 


cantle kzentl Tcorner; (arch. or dial.) 
section, segment. xiv. = AN. cantel = OF. 
chantel (mod. chanteau) = Pr. cantel :- 
medL. cantellu-s, dim. of cantus CANT}. 


canto ke-ntou division of a poem. xvi 
(Spenser). -It. (Dante), lit. ‘song’ = L. 
cantus CHANT. 


canto fermo kze'ntou f5:13Óoau  plain-song 
melody as adopted for contrapuntal treat- 
ment. XVIIL It., ‘fixed song’; see CHANT, 
FIRM. 


canton kze'nton, kento:n Tcorner; (her.) 
ordinary of a shield xvi; subdivision of a 
country XVIL. —- (O)F. canton —- Pr. canton 
(-- It. cantone) :- Rom. *cantónem, f. L. 
cantus CANTI. Hence ca:nton vb. quarter 
(in various senses). XVI. — F. cantonner, It. 
cantonare. cantonMENT . k&ntü:nmont 
quarters. XVIII. ~ F. cantonnement. 


cantor ke-ntd1 leader of a church choir. 

XVI. =~ L., ‘singer, f. cant-, canere (see 
CHANT). So cantoris kæntõ'ris north 
(sometimes south) side of the choir of a 
church, being the precentor’s side. XVIIT; 
g. sg. used absol. (cf. decani). 


cantrip ke-ntrip (Sc.) spell, charm (phr. 
cast cantrips); trick. xvi. Also cantrap, -ep, 
-op, of unkn. origin. 


Canuck kənatk native or inhabitant of 
Canada. xix. Also Kanu(c)k and (occas.) 
Canack, Cannacker, f. Canlada, perh. after 
Polack Pole. 


canvas ke-nvas strong hemp or flax cloth. 
xiv. ME. canevas- ONF. (and mod.) 
canecas, var. of OF. chanevaz — Pr. canabas 
or It. canavaccio :- Rom. *cannapdceum, f. 
*cannapum, for L. cannabis HEMP. 


canvass kæ'nvəs A. ftoss in a canvas sheet, 
(hence) criticize destructively; discuss (a 
matter) xv1; B. solicit votes or support for 
xvi; tsue for (a thing) xviu ; solicit (person, 
etc.) for votes XIX. f. CANVAS ; the emergence 
of sense B is difficult to account for. 


canyon var. of CANON. 


canzone kæntsou'ni song, ballad. xvi. 
- Ít. 'song : : (O)F. chanson, Pr. cansó, Sp. 
cancion t= L. cantiónem, f. cant-, canere ; see 
CHANT, -ION. Also canzonEeTr kenzóne:t 
short song. XVI, — It. canzonetta, dim. of 
canzone. 


caoutchouc kautfa-k indiarubber. 
— F. caoutchouc — Carib cahuchu; 
kautschuh. 


cap kep close head-covering OE.; many 
techn. senses from OE. cappe-late L. 
cappa (whence OF. cape, F. chape, Pr., Sp. 
capa), possibly a deriv. of caput head; cf. 
CAPE!, (For the medL. var. capa see COPE.) 
Hence cap vb. put a cap on xv; take off the 
cap xvi; (north. dial.) overtop, excel xIx. 


capable keipobl table to hold; able to be 
affected (by); having capacity. xvi, —F. 
capable — late L. capábilis, f. capere take (see 
HEAVE), prob. after capáci-; see next and 
-ABLE. Hence capaBr-LiTy. xvi. (| Among 
derivs. of the same base are: capacious, 
caption, captious, captive, capture; accept, 
concept, except, precept ; inception, reception, 
susception ; conceive, deceive, perceive, receive ; 
conceit, deceit, receipt; anticipate, municipal, 
participate, precipitate; nuncupation, occupy, 
recuperate; CASE}; prince, principal. 


capacious kəpei'fəs able to hold or receive 

(so much). xvii. f. L. capáci-, capáx, f. 
capere take; see HEAVE and -AcIOUS. So 
capacirv kopz'siti. xv. - F.-L. 


cap-a-pie kezepapi: from head to foot. XVI 
(Berners). - OF. cap a pie (now de pied en 
cap); i.e. cap = Pr. cap head (see CHIEF), a to, 
pie (1- L. pedem FOOT). 


caparison kəpæ'risən trappings of a horse. 
xvi. -F. Teaparasson (mod. -agon)- Sp. 


XVIII. 
in G. 
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caparazón saddle-cloth (cf. Pr. caparasso 
hooded cloak, and medL. caparo old 
woman's cloak), f. capa capel. So as vb. 
xvi (Sh.). - F. caparagonner. 


cape! keip tippet of a cloak xv1; sleeveless 
cloak xvi. = F. cape -— Pr. capa (= (O)F. 
chape) :~ late L. cappa (Isidore) ; see CAP. 

cape? keip promontory. xiv (Ch.). - (O)F. 
cap = Pr, cap — Sp. cabo :- Rom. *capo, for 
L. caput head (cf. CHIEF). 

capelin kz-palin small smelt-like fish. 
XVIIL. = F. capelan = Pr. capelan CHAPLAIN. 


caper! keipər flower-buds of Capperis 
spinosa xv; the shrub itself xvi. Late ME. 
capres - F. cápres - L. capparis (whence 
also It. cappero) = Gr. kdpparis. The final 
s, being apprehended as the pl. sign, was 
dropped to form a new sg. (xvi); cf. G. 
kaper, from earlier pl. kappren, cappres. 


caper? kerpor frisky leap. xvi (Greene, 
Sh.). Shortening of CAPRIOLE. Also vb. 
(Sh.). 

capercailzie kæpəzkei'lzi, -kei'lji wood- 
grouse. xvi (Bellenden). — Gael. capull 
coille ka'pəl ko'lje great cock (lit. horse) 
of the wood. The sp. lz, deriving from 
MSc. 13, which repr. the pronunc. lj, has 
influenced the Eng. pronunc., as in Menzies. 
capias keipizs (leg.) writ authorizing 
arrest. xv. L., ‘you are to seize’ 2nd sg. 
pres. subj. of capere take (see HEAVE). 


capillary kopilori of hair, hair-like. xvrr. 
— L. capilláris, f. capillus hair (prob. deriv. 
of caput HEAD); after F. capillaire; see -ARY. 


capital! kze'pito] Tpert. to the head xin 
(AncrR.); affecting the head or life (now in 
capital crime, punishment) ; (of letters) stand- 
ing atthe head, of the largest size xiv (Trev.) ; 
chief xv; first-rate xvirr. - (O)F. cagital - L. 
capitális, £. capit-, caput HEAD; see -AL. 'T'he 
sense ‘punishable by death’ rests ult. on L. 
res or causa capitalis, crimen capitale, and 
the like, as also that of ‘pre-eminent’, ‘first~- 
rate’, The sb. uses, ‘chief city’ (XVII, 
Milton), ‘capital fund, accumulated wealth’ 
(xvi1), derive ult. from medL. capitale (n. of 
adj. used as sb.), but are prob. immed. from 
F. capital. So capitalist kæ'pitəlist, kəpi't- 
possessor of capital. xviir (A. Young). — F. 
capitaliste (a Revolution word of derogatory 
implication); hence capitalism. xix. So 
capitalize. xix. — F. capitaliser. 


capital? ke-pitel head of a column. xiv. 
~ OF. capitel (mod. chapiteau) = L. capitel- 
lum, secondary dim. of caput HEAD. In 
XVI-XVII often capitel(l) after It. capitello; 
the present form in -al is mainly due to 
assocn, with prec. 


capitan kæ'pitæn chief admiral of the 
Turkish fleet, esp. in capitan (earlier Tcap- 
tain) pasha. XVIII. = Sp. capitan CAPTAIN. 


capitation kæpitei fən charge or payment per 
head. xvir., — F. capitation or late L. capitã- 
Lio(n-), f. capit-, caput HEAD; see -ATION. 


CAPSICUM 


Capitol kz'pitol temple in ancient Rome 
on the Tarpeian hill dedicated to Jupiter. 
XIV (capitolie, -oile). In ME. — OF. capitolie, 
-oile, later assim. to the source, L. Capité- 
lium, f. capit-, caput HEAD. 


capitular kopirtjülor (eccl) pert. to a 
chapter. XVII. - late L.. capitularis, £. capi- 
tulum CHAPTER ; cf. F. capitulaire and see -AR. 


capitulate kəpi'tjūleit Tspecify as under 
heads; tpropose terms, make terms about 
XVI; make terms of surrender xvir. f. pp. of 
medL. capituláre draw up under distinct 
heads, f. capitulum head of a discourse, 
CHAPTER; see -ATE?, So capitula: TION. XVI. 
- late L. 


capon kerpon castrated cock. Late OE. 
capun ~ AN. capun, var. of (O)F. chapon = 
Pr., Sp. capon, It. cappone :- Rom. *cappone 
(whence OHG. kappo), for L. capó(n-), 
prob. to be referred to a base meaning ‘cut’ 
(cf. Gr. kóptein ; see COMMA). 


caponier kzpónio:r (fortif.) covered pas- 
sage across a ditch. xvi. - Sp. caponera 
(whence F. caponnière) prop. capon-pen 
(see prec.). 


caporal kæpöræl superior kind of tobacco. 
XIX. F., short for tabac de caporal corporal’s 
tobacco, so called because superior to tabac 
de soldat private soldier’s tobacco; caporal 
is = It. caporale, f. capo head (CHIEF), after 
corporale (f. corpo), pettorale (f. petto). 


capot kopo:t winning of all the tricks at 

piquet by one player. XVIIL. = F. capot, 
perh. f. capoter, dial. form of chapoter 
castrate (cf. CAPON). So capo't vb. XVIL 
q The F. word is the source of G. kaput 
done for. 


capote kopou-t long cloak or mantle ; close- 
fiting hat. xix. — F. capote rain-cloak, dim. 
of cape CAPE. 


caprice kopri's sudden unaccountable turn 
of mind xvii ; work of art of lively or sportive 
character XVIII. — F. caprice = It. capriccio 
(dial. capurriccio) orig. horror (the mod. 
sense being due to assoc. with capra goat), 
f. capo head (:~ L. caput)+ riccio hedgehog 
(:— L. ericeu-s URCHIN), lit. ‘head with the 
hair standing on end’. Earlier forms were 
tcapricchio, -iccio (XVII-XIX) and +tcaprich, 
based immed. on It. capriccio or Sp. capricho. 
So capricious -i'fəs. XVI. = F. capricieux 
= It, capriccioso. 


Capricorn kz'prikàin zodiacal constellation. 
XIV. -(O)F. Capricorne =~ L. capricornus, 
f. capr-, caper goat (— OE. hafr he-goat)+ 
cornu HORN, 'goat-horn', after Gr. aigó|kerós. 


capriole kz'prioul leap, caper. xvi. — F. ca- 
priole (now cabriole) — It. capriola, £. caprio- 
lare leap, f. capriolo roebuck :- L. capreolus, 
dim. of caper goat (see prec.). 


capsicum kz-psikam seed-pod of Guinea 
pepper. XVIII. - modL. (Tournefort), perh. 
f. capsa CASE?. 


[143] 


CAPSIZE 


CARBINE 





capsize kzpsai-z upset (on the water). 
XVIII. orig. a sailor’s word; earlier form 
capacise, perh. to be referred ult. to Sp. 
capuzar sink (a ship) by the head, perh. 
alteration (by assoc. with cabo head) of 
chapuzar dive, duck :- Rom. *subputedre, 
f. L. sub SUB-+ puteus well, PIT. Cf. Box’, 


capstan kze-pstan mechanism for weighing 
the anchor, etc. XIV. — Pr. cabestan, earlier 
cabestran (whence F. cabestan, Sp. cabes- 
trante, Sp., Pg. cabrestante), f. cabestre 
halter :- L. capistrum, f. capere seize (see 
HEAVE). (There have been many vars., due 
to pop. attempts to interpret the second 
syll., e.g. capstang, -stand, -stall, -stern, 
-storm, -string.) 

capsule kz:psjüdl membranous envelope; 
dry seed-vessel xvi. - EF. capsule- L. 
capsula, dim. of capsa box, CASE? ; see -ULE. 

captain kz-ptin chief, leader; head officer 
of a company. xiv (Barbour, Wyclif, Ch., 
Gower). ME. capitain—late OF. capitain 
(mod. capitaine), superseding earlier cheve- 
taigne CHIEFTAIN and chataigne, catanie 
—]ate L. capitáneus chief, f. capit-, caput 
HEAD; cf. It. capitano, Sp. capitan, which 
may have influenced the F. word. Hence 
captaincy. XIX. 

caption kz-pfon (arch.) seizure, arrest xiv; 
Tcavilling objection xv11; (orig. U.S.) head- 
ing, title xvi. - L. captio(n-), f. capt-, 
capere take, seize; see HEAVE, -TION. 

captious kz:pfos catching at faults, fault- 
finding xiv (Wyclif); ensnaring in argu- 
ment, sophistical xv. —- (O)F. captieux or 
L. captiósus, f. captió deception, fallacious 
argument; see CAPTION, -IOUS. 

captivate ke'ptiveit Tmake captive, cap- 
ture; enthrall. xvi. f. pp. stem of late L, 
captivüre (after captivate pp. X1V), f. captivus ; 
see next and -ATE?*. Finally superseded 
captive vb. xiv (orig. captt:ve, as still in 
Milton). -(O)F. capticer - late L. So 
captive kze:ptiv taken prisoner. xiv. —- L. 
captivus, f. capt-, pp. stem of capere take; 
see HEAVE and -1vkE. Also sb. So capti-virv. 
XIV. ca:pton!, xvn. =- L. ca-ptunE taking 
captive XVI; one captured xvii. —- F.-L.; 
hence as vb. xvii, superseding Tcaptive. 
€ L. captus corr. to OE. hæft prisoner = 
OS., OHG. haft (cf. G. häftling), ON. 
haptr, Goth. hafts, (O)Ir. cacht bondmaid, 
W. caeth serf. 

capuchin ke-pufin (C-) Franciscan friar of 
the new order of 1528 xv1; hooded cloak of 
feminine wear xvii. = F. capuchin (now 
capucin) = It. cappuchino, f. cappuccio hood, 
augm. of cappa CAPE!; so named from the 
pointed hood adopted by the order. 
capybara kæpibā'rə largest extant rodent, 
Hydrochærus capybara. xvur. Native 
name of S. America. 

car kār wheeled vehicle (of various kinds). 
xiv. ME. carre = AN., ONF. carre :- Rom. 
*carra (whence OHG. karra, G. karre, 
MDu. carre, Du. car), pl. or parallel fem. 


form of L. carrum n., carrus m. (whence F. 
char, It. carro, etc.; cf. CHARIOT) = OCeltic 
*karrom (*karros), repr. by (O)Ir. carr, OW. 
carr (W. car), rel. to L. currus chariot. 


carabineer kerobinio'1 mounted soldier 
armed with a carbine. XVII. = F. carabinier, 
f. carabine CARBINE; see -EER!. 


caracal kerokel feline animal of N. 
Africa. xvir. = F. or Sp. caracal - Turk. 
qarahqulaq, f. qarah black +qulak ear. 


caracole kæ'rəkoul half-turn executed by 
a horse. XVII. -— F. caracole, f. caracoler 
wheel. 


carafe kəræ'f glass water-bottle. xvirr. 
- F. carafe — It. caraffa, prob. (through Sp. 
garrafa) - Arab. gharráfa, f. gharafa draw 
water. Q The word has become CEur. 


carageen kz'rogin kind of seaweed. xix. 
f. Carragheen, place near Waterford, Ire- 
land, where it is abundant. 


carambole kæ'rəmboul CANNON®?. XVIII. 
— Sp. carambola (whence F. carambole red 
ball at billiards), obscure comp. of bola ball 
= (O)F. boule :- L. bulla BULL?. 


caramel kz-‘ramel sugar melted and 
browned. xvi. =- F. caramel- Sp. cara- 
melo, of unkn. origin. 


carapace kæ'rəpeis body-shell of tortoises, 
etc. XIX. — F. carapace ~ Sp. carapacho, of 
unkn. origin. 

carat kz-rot measure of weight for pre- 
cious stones; measure of 41; used in stating 
the fineness of gold. xvi. = F. carat — It. 
carato — Arab. girdt weight of 4 grains (cf. 
Sp., Pg. quilate, Pg. quirate) - Gr. kerdtion 
fruit of the carob, f. kéras horn. (| ‘The word 
has become CEur. 


caravan keraven, kærəvæn company 
travelling through the desert; fleet of ships 
XVI; covered carriage or cart xvii. Mainly 
= F. caravane — Pers. kárwan (latinized car- 
vana, caravanna XII—XIII); but some early 
forms (e.g. carouan) repr. the Pers. directly. 
So carava'nserai -sərai Eastern inn. XVI. 
ult. - Pers. kdarwdansardi (sardi and sará 
palace, inn), but the various early forms 
repr. more or less closely F. caravansérai, 
-sérail, tcar(a)vansera, Pg. caravangara. 


caravel see CARVEL. 


caraway ke-rawei ‘seed’ of the umbelli- 
ferous plant Carum Carui. xtv. The form 
corr. most closely to OSp. allcarahueya 
(mod. alcaravea) — Pg. alcaravia = Arab. 
alkar(a)ywtyá (see AL-?) ; medL., F., It., Sp. 
carvi is repr. by Sc. carvy; the ult. source 
may be Gr. kdron, kdreon (L. carum, careum) 
cummin. 


carbine ka-xbain kind of fire-arm. xvir. 
Earlier carabine — F. carabine; in It., Sp., 
Pg. carabina; orig. the weapon of the 
Tcarabin (7 F.) mounted musketeer. 
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carbolic karsba‘lik a powerfully antiseptic 
acid, phenol or phenyl alcohol. xix. f. 
CARB|ON+ -OL-+ Ic. 


carbon kaé‘1bon (chem.) non-metallic ele- 
ment. XVIII. —F. carbone (de Morveau, 
1787), f. L. carbó(n-) coal, charcoal, prob. f. 
base *gar- heat, fire. Hence carbona:cEovus. 
xvin. carbonate. xvin. =F. carbonate 
(de Morveau, 1787) - modL. carbonátum ; 
see -ATEL, carbonic kaijbo:nik. xvir. 


carbonado  kàrbonerdou piece of meat 

scored and grilled. xvi. — Sp. carbonada 
(see -ADO), f. carbon coal, CARBON. Hence 
as vb. score, slash. xvi (Nashe, Sh.). 


Carbonari kàibóná'ri secret society of 
Italian republicans. xix (Byron). It., pl. of 
carbonaro collier, charcoal-burner, f. carbone 
coal:- L. carbó CARBON; the name was 
arbitrarily chosen by the members. 


carboy ka-1boi large wicker-covered bottle 
for chemicals. XviII. ult. = Pers. qar(r)ábah 
large flagon. 


carbuncle kà:bApkl fiery-coloured pre- 
cious stone XIII; inflammatory tumour XVI. 
‘The early forms present several types - OF. 
charbucle, -buncle, carboucle, -buncle (now 
repl. by escarboucle) — Pr., Sp. carbuncle, 
Jt. carbonchio :- L. carbunculus small coal, 
carbuncle stone, red tumour, dim. of carbó 
coal (cf. CARBON); assim. to the orig. L. 
determined the final form. 


carburet ka-1bjiret (chem.) compound of 
carbon with another element. xvu11. Super- 
seded earlier tcarbure —F. carbure (1795), 

L. carb CARBON; see -URET; in turn 
superseded by ca'rbIDE. xix. Survives in 
ca'rburetted adj., whence ca:rburetton!, 


carcajou — kàá'kod3ü wolverine, XVIII 
(Goldsmith). = F. carcajou = some native 
name not identified. 


carcanet kà'ikonet ornamental collar. xvr. 
f. Tcarcan (xv1) - F. carcan (earlier Tquercant, 
Teharchant) — Pr. carcan, medL. carcan- 
num, lt. carcame - Germ. *querkbann (cf. 
ON. kverkband string of a cap going below 
the chin, f. kverk angle below the chin, pl. 
throat+ band BAND”); see -ET. Revived in 
XIX by archaistic writers (Moore, Scott). 


carcase, carcass kā'ıkəs (dead) body of 
man or beast (XIV), XVI; spherical shell or 
bomb xvir. The present forms are immed. 
~ F. carcasse (xv1), whence prob. It. carcassa, 
Sp. carcasa. They were preceded by the 
type carcays, -as, carkeis, -ois (X1V), which 
survived till xvii (e.g. carkeis in A.V. Judges 
xiv 8) and is prop. a distinct word = AN, 
carcots — OF. charcois (still dial); AL. 
forms are carcasium, -ostum, -oisum, in Sc. 
use carcagium (all xiii). The ult. origin of 
the several forms is unkn. The sp. carcase 
may be due to casE?, which was applied to 
the body or its skin XVI-XVII. 


carcinoma  kàáàrisinoumo cancer. XVIII. 
—-L.,- Gr. karkínóma (-mat-), £. karkínos 


CARE 


crab; cf. CANCER. So carcino:matovs. 


XVII. 


card! kàxd implement orig. consisting of 
teasel heads set in a frame, for raising the 
nap on cloth ; toothed instrument for comb- 
ing out fibre. xv. — (O)F. carde — Pr. carda, 
f. cardar tease, comb :- popL. *caritàre, f. 
L. car(r)ere card (cf. caritor carder, carmén 
wool-card, carmindre card). So card vb. 
xIv (PPI.). -(O)F. carder — Pr. cardar. 


card? kàrid piece of pasteboard Xv; Tmap, 
chart xvi. — (with unexpl. d) (O)F. carte 
- L. charta papyrus leaf, paper (whence F. 
charte CHART) — Gr. khártées leaf of papyrus, 
metal plate, written work, supposed to be of 
Egyptian origin. The earliest use in Eng. 
(as in F.) is of playing-cards ; there are many 
fig. phrases arising from this use, of which 
sure card (xvi) in the sense of ʻa person 
whose agency will ensure success’ may be 
the source of the slang use of card for an 
eccentric, unusual, etc., person (XIX). 


cardamom kā'īidəməm spice used medi- 
cinally and as a flavouring. xv. —(O)F. 
cardamome or L. cardamémum — Gr. kar- 
dámomon, f. kárdamon cress + dmdmon 
Indian spice. 


cardiac ki-idizk pert. to the heart. xvir. 
= F. cardiaque or L. cardiacus— Gr. kardiakds, 
f. kardíá HEART ; see -AC. 


cardigan k4:1digan woollen over-waistcoat. 
xix. Named after James Thomas Brudenell, 
seventh earl of Cardigan, who led the famous 
charge of the Light Brigade in the Crimean 
war, 1854. 


cardinal kà:dinol chief, principal. xrirr. 
-(O)F. cardinal or L. cardindlis, f. cardin-, 
cardó hinge; in Eng. first applied to the 
four virtues of justice, fortitude, temperance, 
prudence (x11, Cursor M.), on which con- 
duct ‘hinges’, later to the chief winds (the 
earliest use in L.), and to numbers )( ordinal 
(from Priscian); see -AL’. So ca:rdinal sb. 
any of the seventy princes (cardinal bishops, 
priests, and deacons) of the Roman Church 
that constitute the Pope’s council or the 
Sacred College. xir (Peterborough Chron.). 
- (O)F. - medL. ; ecclL. cardinalis was orig. 
of wider application, designating clergy 
attached to their particular church in a 
stable relation, as a door to a building by 
its hinges. 


cardio- kaà'idiou, -dio: comb. form of Gr. 
kardiá HEART, as in ca'rdiograph, cardio:- 
meter. 


cardoon kāīrdū'nņ plant allied to the arti- 
choke. xvii. = F. cardon, f. carde edible 
part of the artichoke — modPr. cardo :- 
Rom. *carda, for L. cardus, carduus thistle, 
artichoke (rel. to car(r)ere; see CARD'); see 
-OON. 


care keəs tgrief; burdened state of mind; 


serious attention OE. ; charge, oversight XIV ; 
object of concern xvi. OE. caru (éearu) — 
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CAREEN 


OS. kara, OHG. chara grief, lament, ON. 
kor (gen. karar) bed of sickness, Goth. kara 
i CGerm. *karó; the IE. base *gér- is 
repr. by Gr. gérus voice, L. garrire (see 
GARRULOUS), Olr. gair, gairm, Gael. gdir, 
gairm (cf. OE. dearm CHARM? and SLOGAN), 
W. gawr cry. So care vb. fgrieve, be 
troubled OE; take thought for xii; have 
affection or liking for xv1. OE. carian = 
OS. karón, OHG. charón, -én, Goth. karon 
t» CGerm. (exc. ON.) *harójan, -Zjan; 
in later uses re-formed on the sb. Hence 
ca:reful. OE. carful;see -FUL!. Cf. CHARY. 


careen korin position of a ship heeled 
over. XVI. -— F. caréne, Tcarine - It. carena 
(whence also Sp. carena, Pg. querena), dial. 
(prob. Genoese) repr. of L. carina keel, also 
nutshell, rel. to Gr. Réruon nut, Skr. kdrakas 
coco-nut, water-vessel made of a nutshell. 
Hence caree:n vb. xvi (F. caréner is later). 


career korio'u fracecourse; tgallop at full 
speed ; course (of action) xvi; (a re-adoption 
from F.) course of life or employment XIX. 
= F. carrière = It. carriera = Pr. carreira 
(= Sp. carrera, Pg. carreira) :- Rom. *car- 
rária (sc. via) carriage-road, road (whence 
OF. charriére road, way), f. carrus CAR. 
Hence career vb. XVI. caree'risT. XX. 
~ F. carriériste. 


caress kore:s fondling action. xvi. =F. 
caresse = It. carezza s= Rom. *cãritia, f. 
cãrus dear; see CHARITY, -EsS?, Hence, or 
— F. caresser = Ít. carezzare, care'ss vb. 
XVII. 


caret kerit mark indicating omission. 
XVII. L., 3rd sg. pres. ind. of carére be 
without, taken to mean ‘is lacking’. 


carfax ka-ifeks place where four roads 
meet, esp. as a proper name. XIV. — ÀN. 
carfuks (x1v), for *carrefurkes = OF. carre- 
furc-s (mod. carrefour), Pr. carreforc-s :— 
popL. *quadrifurcu-s, f. quadri- comb. form 
of quatuor FOUR + furca FORK. 


cargo ká:rgou ship-load. XVII. — Sp. cargo 

(also carga), corr. to (O)F. charge load, Pr. 
carc (carga), It. carico (carica) medL. 
carricum (carrica), f. Rom. *carricdre 
CHARGE. 


Carib kæ'rib name of (i) a native race of 
the southern West Indies, (ii) a large group 
of West Indian languages. xvi. =~ Sp. 
caribe; according to Oviedo, ‘Historia 
General’ 1 viii, caribe means ‘brave and 
daring! ; formerly often synon. with CANNI- 
BAL. 


caribou keribi: N. Amer. reindeer. XVIII. 
=- Canadian F. caribou, presumably from a 
N. Amer. Indian dialect. 


caricature ke:rikatfuez grotesque repre- 
sentation in which characteristic features 
are exaggerated. XVIII. = F. caricature — It. 
caricatura, f. caricare load, burden, exag- 
gerate (see CHARGE). The It. form was 
formerly in use (xvir-xix). So vb. xvirr. 


CARMAGNOLE 


caries kea-riiz (med.) decay of bones, etc. 
XVIL. L., ‘rottenness, decay’, perh. f. a base 
*kr- kér- ravage, ruin (in Skr., Ir., and Gr.). 
So ca‘rious decayed. xvi. ~ L. caridsus. 


carillon kori‘ljan (tune played on) a set 
of bells. xvni. -—F. carillon (tquarellon 
XIV), alteration of OF. car(e)jignon, quar- 
regnon t= Rom. *quatrinid(n-) peal of four 
bells, alteration of quaternid (see QUATER- 
NION) after late L. £rinió number three, f. 
trinus TRINE, whence Pr. trinho, dial. trilho. 


carina koraino (nat. hist.) keel-like struc- 
ture. XVIII. L. ‘keel’; cf. CAREEN. 


cark kàáik tcharge, burden xi (Cursor 
M.); load of trouble x1v. = AN. karke, repr. 
northern var. of OF. carche, charche, f. 
carchier, charchier (:- Rom. *carcdre, for 
*carricàre CHARGE), the corr. var. of which, 
carkier, appears in cark vb. (xii1), now sur- 
viving mainly in arch. phr. carking (i.e. dis- 
tressing, grieving) care. 


carl kài churl xiu (Cursor M.); (later) 
fellow. - ON. karl man, male, freeman, 
man of the people (found in late OE. only 
in comps., viz. hüscarl man of the king's 
bodyguard, carlman man, male, carlfugol 
male bird, all - ON.) = OHG., charal, karl, 
beside charlo :- Germ. *karlaz, *karlon; as 
a proper name the Germ. word was latinized 
as Carolus, whence F. (and Eng.) Charles. 
Another grade of the base is repr. by CHURL. 
Hence carl hemp female hemp. xvi. f. CARL 
in the sense of ‘male’, the name being ap- 
plied to the robuster and coarser plant, 
which is now known to be the female (the 
popular error was pointed out by Ray and 
Linnzeus). 

carline!, -ing! kà'1lin, -irn (dial.) old woman. 
Xill (Cursor M.) ME. kerling - ON. 
kerling, fem. of karl CARL (-ing = -EN'). 


carline? kà:iin genus of composite plants, 
allied to thistles. xvr. = F. carline = Sp., 
It. carlina, medL. carlina, perh. alteration 
of cardina (f. L. cardō thistle) by assoc. with 
Carolus Charles, it being said that Charle- 
magne received a revelation of the plant’s 
efficacy (it was used as a sudorific). 


carling? kä'ilin (naut.) timbers lying fore 
and aft under the deck of a ship. xiv. 
— ON. Rerling CARLINE!. 


Carlist kàlist Spanish legitimist. XIX. 
~ F. carliste~ Sp. carlista, f. name of Don 
Carlos, second son of Carlos IV, regarded 
as the legitimate successor of Fernando VII 
(d. 1833); see -IST. 


Carlovingian kàilovinds3ion pert. to the 
French dynasty founded by Charlemagne 
(Carolus Magnus). xvii (Gibbon). =F. 
carlovingien, f. Karl Charles (see CARL) after 
mérovingien MEROVINGIAN; largely super- 
seded by Carolingian (xix) kzrolind3ion, 
a re-formation on Carolus Charles. 


carmagnole kaimznjou'l song and dance 
popular among French revolutionists; 
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revolutionist soldier. xvr (Burns, applying 
it to Satan). - F. carmagnole orig. jacket 
which became popular during the first 
Revolution in France, prob. from name of 
a town in Piedmont, Carmagnola, which was 
occupied by the Revolutionists in 1792. 


Carmelite kà:1molait one of an order of 
mendicant friars originating from Mount 
Carmel, a White Friar. xv. =F. carmélite 
or medL. carmélita (cf. late L. Carmélités 
inhabitant of Mount Carmel, Vulg.). 


carminative ka-1minotiv expelling flatu- 
lence. xv. —(O)F. carminatif, -ive, or medL. 
carminativus, £. carmindat-, carmindre CHARM, 
(hence) heal, or card wool, (hence) purify; 
see -ATE?, -IVE. 


carmine kàá'main crimson pigment ob- 
tained from cochineal. xvur. —(O)F. 
carmin or medL. carminium, perh. conflation 
of carmesinum (see CRIMSON) and minium 
cinnobar. 


carnac  kaáunzk  elephant-driver. XVIII. 
— F. cornac, Pg. cornaca, perh. —- Sinhalese 
*kürawanayaka (cf. the form cournakeas, 
reported by a Du. traveller xvii) elephant- 
tamer. 


carnage katnid3 great slaughter. XVI 
(Holland). - F. carnage — It. carnaggio (cf. 
Pr. carnatge heap of slain) :- medL. carná- 
ticum, f. L. carn-, card flesh ; see -AGE. 


carnal ká'unel bodily; fleshly; secular 
Xv; not spiritual xvi. - ChrL. carnális 
(Tertullian), f. carn-, card flesh, prop. piece 
of flesh such as was distributed at sacrifices 
and warriors’ feasts, f. *kar-, as in Umbrian 
karu, Oscan carneis (g.) part, Gr. ketrein 
cut. Carnális tr. Gr. sdrkinos (f. sark-, sdrx 
flesh); see -ALt and cf. cHARNEL. So carna:1- 
ITY. XIV. — ChrL. carnálitás (Augustine). 


carnation! kàrinei[on  flesh-colour, flesh 
tints; rosy pink or crimson, as of the carna- 
tion. XVI. =F, carnation- It. carnagione 
- late L. carnátió(n-) fleshiness, corpulence, 
f. carn-, caró flesh; see prec. and -ATION. 


carnation? kārnei' fən clove-pink, Dianthus 
Caryophyllus. xvi (Lyte). In early use 
varying with coronation. 


carnival ké-inivol season of revelry im- 
mediately preceding Lent. xvi (carnoval, 
later -aval, -ival). -—It. carne-, carnovale 
(whence F. carnaval), with dial. vars. carne- 
levare, karlevdá - medL. carnelevámen, -levá- 
rium Shrovetide, f. L. carn-, caró flesh (see 
CARNAL) - leváre lighten, raise (cf. LIGHT?) ; 
lit. ‘cessation of flesh-eating’ (for the same 
notion cf. synon. It. carnelasciare, dial. 
Tt carlassare, Rum. ldsdr de carne, medL, 
carnemlaxáre, and Cat. carnes toites, Sp. 
carnes tolendas). 


carnivorous kārni'vərəs flesh-eating. XVII 
(Sir T. Browne). f. L. carnivorus (the 
modL. n. pl. Carnivora is the name of an 
order of mammals), f. carni-, caró flesh ; see 
CARNAL, -VOROUS, 


carob kæ'rəb (fruit of) the leguminous tree 
Ceratonia siliqua. xvi (Turner)  -F. 
tear(r)obe (mod. caroube), superseding 
OF. carouge :- medL. carrübia, -ium —- Arab. 
kharrüba, whence also Sp. (al)garroba, Pg. 
alfarroba, 1t. carruba, G. karobe, -ube. 


carol kæ'rəl tring-dance accompanied by 
song x11 (Cursor M.); tthe song itself xiv; 
hymn of joy for Christmas, etc. xvi. — OF. 
carole (surviving dial. in senses ‘(round) 
dance’, ‘dance-song’, ‘merrymaking’) = Pr. 
carola, corola (whence It. carola), of doubt- 
ful origin; the prevalence of old and mod. 
dial. forms with cor- seems to point to a 
Rom. sb. *choreola, f. L. chorus (see CHORUS) 
or to a vb. *chorauldre, f. L. choraulés (Gr. 
khorasilés) one who accompanies a dance on 
the flute; but the gen. sense of ‘ring, circle’ 
of OF. carole and medl. carola, recorded 
also for ME., may indicate a wider sense, 
of which ‘round-dance’ was a particular 
application, and therefore some entirely 
different source. So ca:rol vb. Tdance in 
a ring XIII (Cursor M.); sing xiv. €f The 
W. and Bret. forms are from Eng. and F. 
respectively. 


Caroline kz:rolain pert. to Charles. xvir. 
— med. or modL. Carolinus, f. Carolus; see 
CARL, -INE!, Also sb. name of certain coins 
(xvi); cf. medL. carlinus, F. carlin, It. 
carlino, G. karolin. 


Carolingian see CARLOVINGIAN. 


carolus kæ'rələs gold coin bearing ‘Carolus’ 
as the monarch’s name, e.g. of Charles VIII 
of France, Charles I of England. xvi. 
~ Carolus; see CARL. 


carom kæ'rəm xvin. See CANNON?, 


carotid koro:tid (anat.) name of the two 
great arteries supplying blood to the head. 
XVII. — F. carotide or modL. carótides - Gr. 
karotides, pl. of karõtís, f. karoûn stupefy; 
so named (as stated by Galen) because com- 
pression of these arteries produces stupor. 


carouse kərau'z drinking a bumper; full 
draught xvi; drinking-bout xvit. From the 
phr. drink or quaff carouse (xvi), repr. G. 
garaus trinken drink completely (lit. ‘quite 
out’; cf. the similarly used phr. tall out; 
Rabelais has votre (i.e. boire) carous et alluz) ; 
cf. F. tearrousse. So carou'se vb. xvi; cf. 
F. Tcarrousser. (The form garouse 1s found in 
Eng. xvi.) Aphetic ROUSE*, Hence carou:sal. 
XVIII (Sterne); see -AL?; a superfluous 
formation. 


carp! kaip ftalk, speak xu; tsing, recite 

xv; talk censoriously xvi. In its earlier 
history mainly a poetic word of the Scandi- 
navianized areas. =~ ON. karpa brag, with 
generalization of sense; in the mod. sense, 
dating from XVI, either infl. by, or a new 
formation on, L. carpere pluck (see HARVEST), 
fig. slander, calumniate. 


carp? kārp freshwater fish, Cyprinus 
carpio. xiv. -—(O)F. carpe -Pr. carpa 
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(= Sp., Pg. carpa) or the common source 
late L. carpa, given by Cassiodorus (vti) 
as the name of a fish of the Danube; perh. 
of Germ. origin (cf. (M)LG. karpe, (M)Du. 
karper, OHG. karpfo, G. karpfen, ON. karfi). 
€ Not IE., but the word has become wide- 
spread in Europe, and there has been much 
interadoption. 


carpal ka-ipsl (anat.) pert. to the wrist. 
XVIII. ~= modL. carpalis, f. carpus (used in 
Eng. from xvii) -= Gr. karpés wrist, f. TE. 
*kwrp- *kwerp- be mobile, whence Germ. 
* ywerban (cf. WHIRL); see -AL!. 


carpel ka-ipal (bot.) division of a com- 
pound pistil or fruit. xix. — F. carpelle or 
modL. carpellum (Dunal, 1817), f. Gr. 
karpós fruit (cf. HARVEST); see -EL. 


carpenter  ká'ipintor artificer in wood. 
XIV. — AN. carpenter, OF. carpentier, (also 
mod.) charpentier = Pr. carpentier (whence 
Sp. carpintero, It. carpentiere) = late L. 
carpentáriu-s (sc. artifex) carriage-maker, f. 
carpentum two-wheeled carriage, like carrus 
CAR, of Gaulish origin (cf. carpentis Gallicis, 
Livy XXXI xxi), beside OCeltic *carpentos 
(whence (O)Ir. carpat, Gael. carbad, W. 
cerbyd chariot); see -ER?. So ca:rpentny. 
xiv (PPl). - AN. carpentrie — (O)F. char- 
penterie, f. charpentier, after late L. carpen- 
tāria (sc. fabrica) carriage-maker’s work- 
shop. 


carpet ka-3pit fthick fabric for covering 
tables, etc. XIV ; (piece of) fabric for covering 
a floor or stairs xv. ~ OF. carpite or medL. 
carpita ~ It. tcarpita woollen counterpane, 
corr. to (O)F. charpie lint, sb. use of pp. of 
charpir = Sp. carpir scratch, lt. carpire 
snatch, tear :- Rom. *carpire, for L. carpere 
pluck, pull to pieces (see HARVEST). Q F. 
carpette is from Eng. 


carpo~ ka-zpou repr. comb. form of Gr. 
karpdés fruit (see HARVEST) xix. Q As a 
terminal el. in endocarp, mesocarp, pericarp. 


carrack ke:rok (hist.) large ship of burden. 
xIV (carryk, Ch.). —(O)F. caraque, prob. 
(like It. caracca)- Sp. carraca = Arab. 
garáqir, pl. of qurqür merchant ship. 


carraway var. of CARAWAY. 


carrel kze:rol study in a monastic cloister. 
xv (used hist. XVIII-XIX and more recently 
revived for a study in a library). - OF. 
carole, medL. carola, of unkn. origin. 


carriage ke‘rid%3 conveyance, transport XIV 
(Ch., Wycl. Bible); tbaggage, luggage xiv 
(Barbour, Trevisa); means of conveyance, 


vehicle xv; manner of carrying oneself, 


bearing, deportment xvi (Sh). - ONF. 


cariage, f. carier CARRY ; see -AGE. 


carriole kz-rioul small carriage, light cart; 
Canadian sledge. xIx. = F. carriole = Ít. 
carriuola (whence Sp. carriola), f. carro CAR. 


carrion kæ'riən corpse; dead putrefying 
flesh. x11. ME. charoine (AncrR.), caroyne 


CARTHUSIAN 


(RGlouc.), -oigne (Cursor M.) = AN., ONF. 
caroine, -oigne, OF. charoigne (mod. charo- 
gne) = Pr. caronha, Sp. carrotia, It. carogna 
:- Rom. *carénia, f. L. caró flesh (cf. 
CARNAGE); antecedents of the present form 
appear xIv (carton), alongside careyne, caren, 
later carren (xvi-xvi1); their development 
is obscure. 


carronade kzronerd short piece of ord- 
nance. XVIII. f. Carron, near Falkirk, Scot- 
land, famous for a large iron foundry, where 
it was first cast-+-ADE, prob. by assoc. with 
cannonade or grenade. 


carrot kz-rat (edible root of) the umbelli- 
ferous plant Daucus Carota. xvr. — (O)F. 
carotte — L. caróta - Gr. karótón. 


carry keri bear or take from place to 
place, transport; convey while bearing up; 
support, sustain, bear. xiv (R. Mannyng, 
PPI., Wyclif). = AN., ONF. carier, var. of 
charier (mod. charrier cart, drag), corr. to Pr. 
carrejar, f. car CAR+ -ier, -eier (:+— *-ididre). 
Hence ca:rrier xiv (veyne . . carier of blode 
'Trevisa); see -ER!. 


cart kait  fcarriage xii (Orm); strong 
two-wheeled vehicle x111; light sprung two- 
wheeled vehicle xix. ME. carte (disyll.; 
so, e.g., in Chaucer and Gower), in Ormu- 
lum karrte, and cart, kart; (i) partly meta- 
thetic repr. of OE. erat carriage, chariot, 
(once, late) cert; in comps. crat- (e.g. 
cretwegn) and cræte- (e.g. crætehors ‘vere- 
dus’); cf. ME. cartelode (Havelok), carte 
weie (Gower), cart(e) wheel (Ch.); (ii) partly 
- cogn. ON. kartr cart; and prob. infl. by 
AN., ONF. carete (mod. charrette cart) dim. 
of car, char CAR. Q Whether OE. cræt is 
immed. or ult. connected with Germ. words 
cited s.vv. CRADLE, CRATE is doubtful. 


carte kàit var. sp. of QUARTE. XVIII (cart). 


carte blanche kart(a) blānf blank paper 
to be filled in at one’s discretion; full dis- 
cretionary power. XVIII. F. (formerly 
charte blanche) ‘blank paper’. carte de 
visite do vizi[t ‘visiting card’, small photo- 
graphic portrait. XIX (patented 1854). 


cartel ka-3tal written challenge xvi; written 

agreement as to exchange of prisoners XVII; 
after G. kartell, combination for business 
or political purposes XX. - F..cartel — It. 
cartello placard, challenge, dim. of carta 
paper, letter (cf. CHART); see -EL. @ Nowa 
CEur. word. 


Cartesian k4sti-3ion, -zien. xvll. -modL. 
Cartesiánus, f. Cartesius, latinized form of 
the surname of René Descartes, French 
philosopher and  mathematician (1596- 
1650); see -IAN. 

Carthusian kàipjü:zion one of an order of 
monks founded by St. Bruno in 1084. XVI. 
— medL. Carthusiaánus, f. Cart(h)usia Char- 
treuse, near Grenoble, France (cf. CHAR- 
TREUSE). The earlier form of the place-name 
was Charteuse, whence ME. Chart(h)ous 
(xiv); the altered form Chartreuse, AN. 
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Chartrous, was adopted in later ME. and, 
by assim. to HOoUSE!, became Charterhouse 
(i) Carthusian monastery xvI, (ii) hospital 
founded 1611 on the site of the C. monastery 
in London, which became one of the fore- 
most public schools. Cf. MLG. Karthuiser, 
-euser, MHG. Kartiiser (G. Kartduser) 
occas, Eng. TCartusier (xvi). See -IAN. 


cartilage  kàá'tilida (anat) firm elastic 

tissue. XVI. — EF. cartilage - L. cartilágó 
(-dgin-), prob. rel. to crdtis wicker-work. So 
cartilaginous -æ'dzinəs. xvi. - (O)F. or 
L. (-ósus). 


cartography kàito:grofi map-making. xix. 
— F. cartographie, f. carte map — L. charta 
CHART ; see -O-, -GRAPHY. 


carton kà:iton white disk within the bull's- 
eye of a target XIX ; pasteboard container xx. 
— F. carton pasteboard, cardboard, f. carte 
CARD? -]- augm. -oz. 


cartoon kàitü'n drawing made as a design 
for a painting xvir (Evelyn); illustration in 
a periodical as a comment on current events 
XIX. —F. carton- It. cartone, augm. of 
carta paper (cf. CHART); see -OON. 


cartouche k4iti-J cartridge; (archit.) cor- 

bel, tablet, etc. xvi. = F. cartouche cornet 
of paper, cartridge — It. cartoccio, f. carta 
paper (cf. CHART). 


cartridge ka-itrid3 case containing a 
charge of powder for fire-arms. XVI. 
Earliest forms cartage, cartrage, later car- 
truce, cartrouche, -edge, -idge; alteration of 
prec., but actually recorded earlier. 


cartulary, chartulary ka-it-, tfa-1tjilori 
(hist.) place where records are kept; col- 
lection or register of records. xvi. — medL. 
c(h)artulárium, f. c(h)artula, dim. of c(A)arta 
paper; see CHART, CHARTER, and -ary. Cf. 
(O)F. cartulaire. 


carucate kerlukeit (hist.) as much land 
as can be tilled with one plough in one year. 
XV. — medL. car(r)ucáta, f. car(r)tica orig. 
coach, chariot, in Gaul early applied to the 
wheel-plough, rel. to carrus CAR ; see -ATE!. 


caruncle kze'rAgkl (anat., etc.) fleshy ex- 
crescence. XVII. — F. -earuncle (mod. 
caroncule) — L. caruncula, dim. of caró flesh. 


carve kaiv fcut; cut artistically or orna- 
mental OE.; cut up meat at table xir. 
OE. ceorfan pt. éearf, curfon, pp. corfen — 
OFris. kerva, (M)Du. kerven, MHG. kerben 
:i— WGerm. *kerfan, pt. *karf, *hkurbum, pp. 
*kurban-; other grades of the base appear 
in Sw. karfwa, Da. karve, Icel. kyrfa; prob. 
cogn. with Gr. gráphein write, orig. scratch, 
engrave (cf. WRITE). The weak conjugation 
is found as early as xv; a new analogical pp. 
carven (XVI) survives arch. The normal 
repr. of OE. dceorfan would be *charve, but 
initial k had established itself by c. 1200 in 
the pres. stem through the infl. of other 
parts of the vb. or of the Scand. forms. 


carvel ka-ival, caravel kez:raval light 


fast ship, esp. of Spain and Portugal. xv. 
— OF. carvelle - Pg. caravela (whence also 
F. caravelle, Sp. carabela, It. caravella), 
dim. of Pg. caravo t- late L.. carabus (Isidore), 
— Gr. kdrabos horned beetle, crayfish, light 
ship. The later form caravel (xvi) is due to 
F. caravelle or It. caravella. 
caryatid kerie:tid (archit.) orig. and usu. 
pl. female figure used as a column. xvi. 
— F. cariatide — It. cariatide, or their source, 
L. caryatides (Vitruvius) - Gr. barudtides 
(pl.) priestesses of Artemis at Karuai (Ca- 
ryz) in Laconia (Karudtis was an epithet 
of Artemis). 


caryophyllaceous  kz:riofilerjíos —(bot.) 
pert. to the family Caryophyllacezm. XIX 
(earlier -pAy:lleous xvii, after EF. -phyllée). 
f. modL. caryophyllus - Gr. karuóphullon 
clove-pink ; see ~ACEOUS. 
caryopsis kerio:psis pl. -ides (bot.) small 
one-seeded dry indehiscent fruit. xix. 
modL., f£. Gr. Réruon nut-+ dpsis appearance 
(cf. OPTIC). 


cascabel kæ'skəbel knob at the rear end 

of a cannon. XVIIL. = Sp. cascabel — Cat. 
(Pr.) cascavel :- medL. cascabellu-s little 
bell, of unkn. origin. 


cascade kzskerd waterfall. xvii (Evelyn). 
— F. cascade — Ít. cascata, f. cascare fall :- 
Rom. *casicare, f£. L. cdsus fall; see CAsE!, 
-ADE. Hence vb. XVIII. 


cascara kæ'skərə (pop. pron. keska-ra in 
casca'ra sagra:da ‘sacred bark’, a laxative 
drug) bark canoe in Sp. America. xix. Sp., 
‘rind’, ‘peel’, f. cascar crack, burst :- Rom. 
*quassicáre, £. L. quassáre, intensive f. quass-, 
quatere shake (cf. CONCUSSION). 


case? keis event, chance; instance, ex- 
ample XIII; state, condition XIV; (gram.) 
inflexional form of noun, adjective, pronoun 
XIV ; (leg.) state of the facts, cause, suit XIV. 
ME. cas, caas - (O)F. cas - L. cásus fall, 
chance, occasion, misfortune, (tr. Gr. 7raois 
lit. fall) grammatical case, f. base of cadere 
fall, rel. to Skr. çad fall away. Case of 
conscience (xvi), F. cas de conscience, medL. 
casus conscientiz, so called because involv- 
ing the particular application of ethics to 
circumstances. «| From the same base are 
derived cadence, cadenza, decadent ; occasion ; 
accident, incident, occident; deciduous. 


case? keis receptacle, holder xrrr (Cursor 

M.); protective covering XIV; chest; frame 
XVI, as in staircase (XVII). ME. case, caas, 
cass — OF. casse, dial. var. of chasse (mod. 
châsse reliquary, frame) = Pr. caisa, It. 
cassa !— L. capsa box, bookcase, f. base of 
capere hold (see HEAVE). 


casein keisiin (chem.) proteid constituent 
of milk. xix. f. L. caseus CHEESE ; see -IN. 


casemate kkersmeit vaulted chamber in 
the ramparts of a fortress. xvI (casamate). 
Orig. — It. casamatta or Sp. casamata ; later 
assim. to F. casemate, which is itself — It., 
as are also G. kasematte, Du. kazemat. The 
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CASEMENT 


earlier form of the It. word is camata, which 
is perh. - Gr. khdsma, pl. khdsmata gap, 
CHASM (cf. Rabelais' form Tehasmate) ; the 
word was presumably remodelled on It. casa 
house. 


casement — keismént — (archit.) hollow 
moulding, cavetto xv (Lydg.); window 
frame opening on hinges xvi (caze-, -mund). 
f. unidentified el.---MENT. €] INo connexion 
can be made out with medL. cásamentum 
(i) fee, property, (ii) tenement, dwelling, or 
OF. casement, chasement holding, property, 
or It. casamento large house, house divided 
into flats. 


caseous M keisios of cheese, xvi. f. L. 
caseus CHEESE - -OUS. 


cash! kæf tmoney-box; money. XVI 
(Nashe, Sh.) - F. Tcasse, or its source 
It. cassa += L. capsa CASE*. 


cash? kef name for various Eastern coins 
of low value. xvi. ult. -Pg. Teaxa, caixa 
~ Tamil käsu +~ Skr. karsha weight of silver 
or gold equal to 213 of a tulà. 


cashew kz':[ü, ké[ü: large W. Indian tree, 
Anacardium occidentale. xvii (Dampier). 
— Pg. caju, var. of acaju (whence F. acajou 
mahogany) — Tupi caju, acaju. 


cashier! kezfio-xs one who pays out and 
receives money. XVI (Nashe). — Du. cassier, 
or its source, F. caissier, f. caisse CASH! ; see 
-IER. 


cashier? kd&[io:1 disband (troops); dismiss 
from office, xvi. Early forms casseer, 
casseir, -ier - early Flem. Rasseren disband 
(soldiers), revoke (a will) - F. casser break, 
dismiss, rescind == It. cassare cancel i= L., 
quassáre QUASH. Its currency was prob. 
orig. due to the Netherlands campaign of 
1585. 
cashmere kzfmia-r (in full Ca-shmere 
shawl), shawl made of fine wool obtained 
from the Cashmere goat; the material itself. 
xix. Cashmere (Kashmir) name of a pro- 
vince in the W. Himalayas. Cf. CASSI- 
MERE. 


casino kosrnou public room for social 
meetings. XVIII (Mrs. Piozzi) ~ It. casino, 
dim. of casa house :- L. casa cottage (prob. 
f. base *kat- cover, protect, as in cassis 
helmet, castrum fort). 


cask kàsk hooped wooden vessel formed 
of curved staves; tcasket, case; Thelmet. xv. 
— F. casque or Sp. casco helmet, CASQUE. 
The earliest and prevailing sense was prob. 
imported with the wine trade and depended 
on provincial uses of the S. French or Sp. 
region, where, however, the only recorded 
sense is ‘helmet’. 


casket kaskit small box or chest for pre- 
cious articles. xv. Of obscure origin; poss. 
- AN. alteration of synon. (O)F. cassette 
~ It. cassetta, dim. of cassa s= L. capsa (see 
CASE?, CASH!) ; see -ET. 
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casque kàsk helmet. xvi. =F. casque 


— Sp. casco; cf. CASK. 


cassation kzsei: [on annulment. xv. -- (O)F. 


cassation, f. casser QUASH ; see -ATION. 


cassava késá'vo plant also called mandioc ; 


starch obtained from this (tapioca) xvi. 
The earliest forms cagibi, cas(s)aví, -vie, 
-via, repr. original Taino (Hayti) casavt, 
cagabi; the present form is an alteration of 
these after F. cassave (cf. Sp. casabe, Pg. 
cassave); a common var. was cassada (XVII), 
after F. Tcassade. 


casserole kæ'səroul  stew-pan; edible 


casing of a made dish. xviir. ~ F. casserole, 
extension of cassole (= Pr. casola, It. 
cazzuola), dim. of casse = Pr. casa (= It. 
cazza) *- Rom. (late L.) cattia ‘trulla, pan- 
na’ (whence OHG. chazzi) - Gr. kudthion, 
kudtheion, dim. of kiiathos cup. 


cassia kz-sio kind of cinnamon. OE. and 


ME. (biblical), but not naturalized till xv1, 
when its poetical use for ‘fragrant plant’, 
derived partly from Psalm xlv 8, partly 
from Latin poets, begins. = L. cassia, casia 
- Gr. kasid - Heb. q'tsi'àh bark resembling 
cinnamon, f. gátsa' strip off. 


cassimere kz'simioi fine twilled woollen 


cloth. XVIII. Early var. of CASHMERE; 
Cassimer occurs as the name of the country 
in Herbert’s Travels (1665). Cf. F. casimir, 
It. casimirra, Du. Rasjmier, KERSEYMERE. 


cassock kz'sok soldier's or rider’s cloak; 


long loose coat or gown XvV1; long (esp. 
black) tunic worn by ecclesiastics xvir. — F. 
casaque — It. casacca, prob. ~ Turk. quzzak 
vagabond, nomad (see Cossack); the ap- 
plication was presumably transf. from the 
light horsemen to the riding-coat worn by 
them. Q The word has spread over a great 
part of Europe. 


cassowary kæ'səwəri bird related to the 


ostrich, Casuarius. XVII (cassawar(a)way). 
- Malay kasuārī, kasavārī; in modL. 
(Linnæus) casuaris, Du. kasuaris, F. casoar, 
It. casuario. 


cast kast superseded OE. weorpan WARP 


in the sense of THROW, but is now largely 
itself superseded by the latter in the ordinary 
physical sense, though used extensively in 
many transf. and techn. applications. XIII 
(earliest in the West, but current over a wide 
area before 1300). = ON. kasta, rel. to kọs 
(:- *hasu), kóstr (1- *kastuz) heap thrown 
up, pile (for the formation of the last, cf. 
L. gestus pile, rel. to gerere heap together; 
cf. CONGERIES). Hence cast sb. throw XIII; 
in many derived uses, e.g. Tdesign, device 
XIII; assignment of parts in a play; twist, 
turn XVI; tinge, hue xvi (Sh.); style, sort 
XVII. Q For comps. see BROADCAST, CAST- 
AWAY, DOWNCAST, FORECAST, OUTCAST, OVER- 
CAST, ROUGHCAST. 


Castalian kzsteilion pert. to the spring 


Castalia on Mount Parnassus, sacred to the 
Muses. xvir. f. L. Castalius; see -IAN. 


CASTANET 


castanet kzstone:t instrument consisting 
of a small concave shell, used by Spaniards, 
etc. to produce a rattling noise. xvii (the 
earliest exx. reflect the Sp. form). -= Sp. 
castafeta (with later assim. to F. castagnette), 


dim. of castaña = L. castanea CHESTNUT; 
see -ET. 


castaway  ki'stowei rejected, reprobate: 

and as sb. xvi (Tindale). f. pp. of casr+ 
AWAY. Its currency is orig. due to the 
rendering of L. veprobus, Gr. àáS6:«pos in 
I Cor. ix 27, 2 Cor. xiii 5; its assoc. with 
the sea (‘shipwrecked man’) to Cowper's 
poem “I'he Castaway’ (1799). 


caste kast race, stock xvi; hereditary class 
in Indian society xvII (cast ; the present sp., 
modelled on F., is rare before 1800). — Sp., 
(and particularly in its Indian application) 
Pg. casta, sb. use (sc. raga, raça race) of 
fem. of casto pure, unmixed (see CHASTE). 
Formerly identifed with cast sb. in the 
sense ‘stamp, type, sort’. 


castellated ke:stileitid built like a castle, 

as with battlements xvii; furnished with 
castles Xix. f. medL. castelldtus, f. L. castel- 
lum CASTLE; see -ATE®, -ED. So castella:- 
TION. XIX. — medL. 


castigate  ke'stigeit correct by punish- 
ment or discipline. xvir (Sh.). f. pp. stem 
of L. castigáre correct, reprove, CHASTISE, 
f. castus pure, CHASTE; see -ATE?, So 
castiga-TION. xiv (Ch.). - L. 


castle kàs! large fortified dwelling; 
(hence) large mansion of the feudal type 
XI; tower borne on an elephant's back; 
tower on the deck of a ship xiv. - AN., 
ONF. castel, var. of chastel (mod. cháteau) 
= Pr. castel, Sp. castillo, It. castello += I. 
castellum, dim. of castrum entrenchment, 
fortified place, fort. In late OE. and ME. 
biblical use castel appears as = L. castellum 
in the sense ‘village’ (Gr. kömë) and as tr. 
of L. castra camp. (L. castrum is the source 
of OE. cæster, deaster, repr. by -caster, 
-chester, etc. in place-names, and Caister, 
Caistor.) As a name of the rook in chess 
(xvir, Drummond of Hawthornden), after 
F. tour tower, it is based ult. on Vida’s poem 
‘Scacchia Ludus’ (xv1). 


castor? kà'stər beaver x1v; unctuous sub- 
stance obtained from the beaver, castoreum 
(used as a drug) xIv. ~(O)F. or L. castor 
- Gr. kástor. 'The history of the present use 
of castor oil (xvi) for the pale-yellow oil 
obtained from the seeds of Palma Christi 
(Ricinus communis) is obscure; it is sup- 
posed that this oil took the place in medical 
use of the drug castoreum (called huile de 
castor by Paré xvi). 


castor?  ká:stor perforated vessel for 
sprinkling pepper, sugar, etc. XVII (Sugar 
Castar, Pepper Caster); swivel wheel on legs 
of furniture XVIII. var. of caster, agent- 
noun f. cAST+-ER!. The sp. -or for -er (still 
current) may have been favoured as being 





CATACLYSM 


more appropriate to an instrument; cf. 
razor, mirror, and words in -ATOR. 


castrametation kæ:strəmitei'fən laying 
out a camp. XVII. = F. castramétation, f. 
L. phr. castra métàri measure or mark out 
a camp (méta boundary, prop. pillar, post). 


castrate kæ'streit remove the testicles of. 
xvit. f. pp. stem of L. castráre, perh. f. 
*castrum knife (= Skr. castram, f. cas- cut); 
see -ATE®, So castra'TION. xv. —F. or L. 


casual kz'5uol, -zj- accidental xiv (Ch.) ; oc- 
curring uncertainly xv; occurring without 
design xvi. Late ME. casuel, -all - (O)F. 
casuel and L. cásuális (in its late and med. 
uses), f. cüsus CASE!; see -AL! Hence 
ca:sually. xiv (Ch.) ; after medL. cásuáliter. 
ca:sualrv casual occurrence, loss, etc. xv; 
casual charge xv ; after medL. cásuálitas. 


casuist kz'3luist student of cases of con- 
science. XVII. — F. casuiste- Sp. (modL.) 
casuista, £f. L. cásus CASE! ; see -1IST. Hence 
ca‘suistry. xvii (Pope); prob. after sophis- 
try, and so at first derogatory. 


cat ket the quadruped Felis domesticus. 
OE. catt m. (= ON. kottr), catte fem. 
(= OFris., MDu. katte, Du. kat, OHG. 
kazza, G. katze) ; reinforced in ME. by cat, 
kat — AN., ONF. cat, var. of (O)F. chat — 
Pr., Cat. gat, Sp., Pg. gato, It. gatto :- late L. 
cattu-s (Palladius, 1v), which superseded the 
older félés (cf. FELINE) on the introduction 
of the domestic cat into Rome. A CEur. 
word, repr. also by Ir., Gael. cat, W. cath :- 
Celtic *kattos (in Gaulish as a proper name 
Cattos; in OIr. Cenn Cait ‘cat-head’, name 
of a prince), Sl. Rot% (Russ. kot) tomcat, 
Lith. katé cat; the mutual relations and ult. 
source are doubtful; perh. ult. of African 
origin (cf. Nubian kadis). Hence ca:t-HEAD 
beam projecting from the bows of a ship for 
raising the anchor from the water to the 
deck ; said to be so called because orig. the 
anchor was drawn up to a ring depending 
from a lion mask xvii (Cats head, Capt. 
Smith); nodule of limestone xvir. cat vb. 
(naut.) raise (an anchor} to the cat-head 
XVIII ; (sl.) vomit (f. phr. s/ioot, earlier jerk, or 
whip, the cat, of unkn. origin) xix. Hence 
ca:ttish xv1; ca'tty xIX ; see -IsH’, -y?. 

cata- keto, kote: before a vowel cat-, 
combining with A cathe, repr. Gr. adv.- 
prep. katd down, down from, according to, 
used with the senses (1) down, in position, 
(2) down, in quantity or degree, (3) amiss, 
mis-, (4) against, alongside, (5) thoroughly, 
entirely. 

catachresis ketakri-sis improper use (of 
word). xvi. -L. catachrésis - Gr. katd- 
khrésis, f. katakhrésthai use amiss, f. katd 
CATA- 3 + khrésthai use, rel. to khre it is 
necessary. So catachre'stic(Ar) adjs. xvi. 
— Gr. (-éstikós). 

cataclysm kæ'təklizm deluge; great up- 

heaval. xvii. = F. cataclysme ~ L. cataclys- 

mos = Gr. kataklusmós, £. kataklúzein, f. katd 

CATA- 1 + kitizein wash (see CLOACA), 
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catacombs kæ'təkoumz subterranean 
cemeteries in Rome, and hence gen. XVII. 
- F. catacombes (cf. Pr. cathacumbas, etc.) 
-late L. catacumbas, specific name from 
c. 400 of the cemetery of St. Sebastian on 
the Appian Way, Cameterium Catacumbas, 
or simply Catacumbas; the word seems to 
be orig. invariable, but later was treated as 
acc. pl., from which a sing. catacumba was 
formed, whence the occas. use of the sg. in 
modern langs.; the ult. origin is unkn. 


catadromous  kote:dromos  (zool) de- 
scending a river to spawn. XIX. f. Gr. 
katddromos, f. katd CATA- 1 -|- drómos run- 
ning (dramein run)-++-ous, Cf. ANADROMOUS. 


catafalque kæ'təfælk erection in a church 
to receive the coffin of a deceased person; 
also an imitation of this. xvir (Evelyn; the 
It. form was sometimes used). = F. cata- 
falque - It. catafalco (— Pr. cadafalcs, Sp. 
cadafalso, cadahalso, OF. escafaut, mod. 
échafaud SCAFFOLD). 


Catalan kz:tolen of Catalonia, the most 
north-easterly province of Spain; the lan- 
guage of this region, the most nearly allied 
to Spanish of the Romance languages. xv. 
—-F. Catalan - Pr., Sp. Catalan = Cat. 
Cataló (fem. Catalane), adj. of Sp. Cataluña, 
Cat. Catalunya. So Catalonian kætə- 
low'niən. xvui. f. Catalōnia, L. form of 
Cataluña. 


catalepsy kæ'təlepsi disease characterized 
by a seizure or trance. XVI. — F. catalepsie 
or late L. catalépsia, f£. Gr. katdlépsis, f. 
katalambánein seize upon, f. katd CATA- 5 
+lambdnein take. See -y3. So catale-pric. 
XVII. 


catalogue ke-talog list or register, now 
usu. one methodically arranged. xv. -(O)F. 
catalogue, Tcathalogue -late L. catalogus 
— Gr. katdlogos, f. katalégein pick out, 
enlist, enroll, f. katá CATA- 5 + légein 
collect, choose, enumerate (see LECTION, 
LEGION). 


catalpa kətæ'lpə plant of the family 
Bignoniacege. xvii (Catesby). From the 
language of the Indians of Carolina, U.S.A. 


catalysis kətæ'lísis dissolution. XVII; 
(chem.) Berzelius’s name for chemical 
actions brought about by a substance that 
remains unchanged. 1836. - modL. - Gr. 
katdlusis, f£. katalein dissolve, f. katá CATA- 
2 -- híein loosen (see Loose). Hence ca-ta- 
Iyse; cataly-tic xix; ca:talyst substance 
influencing the rate of chemical reaction xx; 
after analyse, analysis, analyst, analytic. 


catamaran ke:tomoren raft or float made 
up of logs tied together side by side. xXvII 
(Dampier). —- Tamil kattumaram ‘tied 
wood’, f. kattu tie, bond+ maram wood. 


catamite  kz'tomait sodomite’s subject. 
XVI. -L. catamitus - (through Etruscan 
catmite) Gr. l'avuyjóns GANYMEDE, Jupiter's 
cup-bearer. 


catamount  kztomaunt  Tcatamountain 
XVII; pumaxviir. Shortforca-tamountain 
leopard, panther, ocelot, tiger-cat xvi (Sh.): 
earlier cat of the mountain (Xv—xv1), which 
was first used to render L. pardus, Gr. 
párdos PARD!. 


cataplasm ke-teplezm poultice, plaister. 
XVI. —(O)F. cataplasme or late L, cataplasma, 
- Gr. katdplasma, f. katapldssein plaster over, 
f. katá CATA- 5 + pldssein fashion, mould 
(cf. PLASMA). 

catapult kzaz'-topalt (mil) missile engine 
XVI; shooting instrument consisting of a 
forked stick with elastic band xix. —- (O)F. 
catapulte or L. catapulta ~ Gr. Ratapéltés, f. 
e] CATA- I -}- *pel-, var. of base of pdllein 

url, 


cataract ke-torekt  T(pl) floodgates of 
heaven (cf. Gen. vii 11, viii 2) xv (Lydg.); 
Twaterspouts ; (sg.) waterfall; opacity of the 
crystalline lens of the eve (prob. fig. use 
of the sense ‘portcullis’; cf. ‘cataracte ou 
coulisse’, Paré, c. 1550) XVI. = L. cataracta 
(whence F. cataracte xv1) — Gr. katar(r)dktés 
down-rush, waterfall, portcullis, sb. use of 
adj. down-rushing, f. katá CATA- 1+ 
(prob.) rdssein beat, strike. 


catarrh koaté-1 frunning at the nose; in- 
flammation of the mucous membrane. XVI. 
— F. catarrhe, Tcatarre, Tcaterre — Pr. catar, 
Sp., It. catarro — late L. catarrhus —- Gr. 
katárrhous rheum, f. katarrheîn run down, 
f. katá CATA- 1 +- rheîn flow (cf. STREAM). 


catarrhine kæ'tərain (zool.) one of a 
division of the Quadrumana, having the 
nostrils close together and pointed down- 
wards. XIX. f. Gr. katd CATA- 4 -+ rhin-, 
rhis nostril. 


catastrophe kote:strofi dénouement of a 
drama xvi (Spenser); disastrous end xvii 
(Sh.); event subversive of fortune XVII; 
sudden disaster XVIII. =L. catastropha 
(Petronius) - Gr. katastrophé overturning, 
sudden turn, f. katastréphein overturn, f. 
katá CATA- 1 4+ stréphein (cf. STROPHE). Cf. 
F. catastrophe (Rabelais). Hence cata- 
stro:phic. xix. 


catawampous, catawamptious  keto- 
wo'mpos, -wo'mp/[os (U.S.) fierce, destruc- 
tive. XIX. Humorous coinage symbolical 
of its meaning. 


catawba kətōtbə American grape and the 
wine made therefrom. XIX. f. name of 
the river Catawba, South Carolina, U.S.A., 
named after the Katahba Indians. 


catch kætf tchase; capture, grasp, seize; 
take, get, receive XUI.. ME. cac(ohe-n 
— AN., ONF. cachier, var. of OF. chacter 
(mod. chasser) = Pr. cassar, Sp. cazar, It. 
cacciare 1 Rom. *captiāre, repl. L. captare 
try to catch, lie in wait for, (hence) hunt, 
CHASE (the sense in all the Rom. langs.). 
Catch took over the sense ‘seize? and its 
conjugational forms from the native latch 
(OE. læććan), e.g. ca(ujhte, caught and 
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cachte, catched, beside la(u)hte, laught and 
lachte, latched. Hence catch sb. act of 
catching, something caught xv; contrivance 
for checking a mechanism xiv; (mus.) 
round (each singer ‘catching up’ his part at 
the right moment) xvi; ca:tchMENT col- 
lection of rainfall xix. 


catchpoll ke-tfpoul ftax-gatherer OE.; 
sheriff's officer xiv, late OE. kæćepol (x1) 
~ AN., OF. *cachepol, var. of OF. chacepol, 
or — AL. cacepollus (x, Laws of ZEthelred, 
Quadripartitus 3, 3), also chassipullus, etc.; f. 
Rom. *captidre CHASE, CATCH-+L. pullus fowl. 


catchup, catsup see KETCHUP. 


catechize ke-tikaiz give systematic oral 
instruction XV; question systematically 
(from the question-and-answer form of the 
Church Catechism) xvir (Sh.). = ChrL. 
catéchizáre (l'ertullian), in medL. also cath- 
(whence (O)F. catéchiser, Pr. cathezizar, 
etc.) - eccl.Gr. katékhizein, f. katékhein 
sound through, instruct orally, spec. in N.T. 
in the elements of religion, f. katá CATA- + 
&khefn sound; see ECHO, -IZE. So ca:tech- 
IsM fcatechetical instruction; manual of 
religious instruction in the form of question 
and answer. XVI. — ChrL. catéchismus (Au- 
gustine) — Gr. ca:techist. xvi. — ChrL. caté- 
chista (Jerome) = Gr.; cf. (O)F. catéchisme, 
-iste, catecheticaL -ke:tikol. xvir. 


catechu kæ'tifū astringent substance ob- 
tained from various Eastern barks, etc, 
XVII. —modL. catechu, defined as ‘terra 
japonica’ (Japanese earth) on account of 
its appearance, unexpl. deriv. of Malay 
kachu ; see CACHOU. 


catechumen  ketikjüà'mén convert under 

instruction. xv. —(O)F. catéchuméne or 
ecclL. catéchimenus- Gr. katékhoumenos 
being instructed, prp. pass. of katékhein 
(see CATECHIZE). The present form is of 
doubtful occurrence betore 1600; the early 
pl. cathecumynys is prob. an anglicization 
of L. pl. catéchümeni. 


category kz'tigori classification, 'predica- 
ment’ XV; class, division xvii. - F. caté- 
gorie (Rabelais) or its source, late L. caté- 
goria (Augustine) — Gr. katégorid accusa- 
tion, assertion, predication, f. katégoros 
accuser, etc., Ratégorein, f. katá CATA- (4)-- 
agorá assembly, harangue, rel. to ageírein 
assemble ; see -v?, 'l'he proper L. equiv. is 
pradicámentum PREDICAMENT. So categoric 
ketigo:rih Xv, catego:ricaL xvi. -F. 
catégorique (Rabelais) or late L. catégoricus 
(Sidonius). 


catena koti:no series of excerpts or quota- 
tions in support of a thesis, etc. XVII 
(Milton). Short for ecclL. caténa patrum 
‘chain of the Fathers’ (viz. of the Church); 
see CHAIN. So cate'naRY (math.) curve 
formed by a chain hanging from two points. 
XVIIL. — medL. caténdria, sb. use of fem. of 
L. caténádrius. catena'TION linking into or 
as with a chain. xvi. = L. caténdtid(n-) , f. 
caténare chain together f. caténa. 
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cater kertoi provide food for. xvi (Sh.). 


f. Tcater (X1v) buyer of provisions, caterer, 
aphetic form of Tacater purchaser, purveyer 
— AN. acatour, var. of OF. achatour, agent- 
n. of achater (mod. acheter) — Pr. acaptar, 
OIt. accattare ;:- Rom. *accaptáre, f. ad 
AC--d-captàre catch, f. capt-, capere take 
(see HEAVE); cf. CATES. Hence ca‘terer. 
XVI; see -ERl, 


cateran kæ'tərən (Sc.) Highland marauder. 


xıv (ketharine), xvi (catherein, Dunbar). 
- medL. cateránus, kethernus, and its source 
Gael. ceathairne peasantry, corr. to Ir. 
ceithern KERN. 


cater-cousin kei-torkazn (arch.) intimate 


friend. xvi (Latimer). Of unkn. origin; 
poss. f. fcater caterer (see CATER)-+COUSIN, 
as if the orig. notion was of persons being 
catered for or boarded together; cf. foster- 
brother, etc. 


caterpillar kz-torpilex larva of butterfly 


or moth xv; trapacious person xvi. The 
earliest recorded form, catyrpel (Prompt. 
Parv.) is prob. - AN. var. (cf. Norman- 
Picard katplóz, ka(v)plüz, -plóz) of OF. 
chatepelose ‘hairy cat! (popL. *eatta pilosa) ; 
assoc, in XVI with Tp:ller ravager, plunderer 
(see PILLAGE), prob. brought about the 
extended form in -piller, -pillar, the latter 
form becoming prevalent after Johnson. 
4| Forthe applicationto caterpillars of words 
meaning ‘cat’, cf. It. dial. gat(a), gatin(a), 
gatola, G. dial. teufelskatz ‘devils cat; 
similarly synon. F. chenille :- L. canicula, 
dim. of canis dog. 


caterwaul kæ'tərwōl make the character- 


istic cry of cats at rutting time. xIv (Ch.). 
One of a group of cogn. formations of which 
the earliest is caterwawed caterwauling 
(‘Wife of Bath’s Prologue’ 354, where some 
MSS. have -wrawet), a noun of action with 
-ed, repr. OE. -ap. ‘The first el. is to be 
identified with car, but it is doubtful 
whether it is rel. to or- LG., Du. kater 
male cat, or whether the -er- is merely an 
arbitrary connective syll.; the second el. 
appears variously as -wawe, -wrawe, -wall, 
-waul (xvi), -wrall (cf. the use of waw, 
«aul xvi, and wraz,wraul xv as independent 
vbs., all of which are imit. formations with 
some Continental analogues) ; immed. con- 
nexion with an identical LG. dial. katter- 
waulen is dubious. 


cates keits provisions, victuals xv; (arch.) 


delicacies xvi. pl. of cate, aphetic form of 
acate - AN. acat, var. of (O)F. achat, 
f. achater (see CATER). 


catgut ke‘tgat dried intestines of sheep, 


etc. used for the strings of musical instru- 
ments. xVI. f. CAT-- GUT ; cf. synon. catling 
XVI (see -LING); the reason for the use of 
cat is unkn., but cf. synon. Du. kattedarm. 


cathartic kz#p4-i1tik cleansing, purgative. 


XVIL = late L., catharticus - Gr. hathartikós, 
f. kathairein cleanse, f. katharós clean. So 


CATHAY 


catharsis k#ba-isis 
- modL. - Gr. kdtharsis. 


Cathay  kopei (Northern) China. xiv 
(also Chatay, Maund.). — medL. Cataia, 
Cathaya, f. Kitai, name of the inhabitants 
(still the Russ. name for China), f. name of 
the alien dynasty Khitdn. Hence Cathay:an 
Chinese, also t Cataian (sl.) sharper, rascal 
XVI (Sh.); see -AN. 


cathedral koprdrol pert. to an episcopal 
see. XIII (chyrche cathedral). — (O)F. cathé- 
dral -late L. cathedrális, f. L. cathedra =- Gr. 
kathédrá seat, f. katd down, CATA- (1) 4- *Àied- 
t— *sed- siT ; as sb. (cf. F. cathédrale), short 
for cathedral church. xvi. 


catheter kepitor (surg.) tubular instru- 
ment for passing into the bladder. xvi. 
- late L. catheter — Gr. kathetér, f. *hathe-, 
kathiénai send or let down, f. katd down, 
CATA- (1)-l-hiénai send (base *je-, as in L. 
jalcere throw) J- agent-suffix -?ér. 


Catherine ke porin name of a female 
saint (of Alexandria) martyred by beheading 
after having been condemned to be broken 
on the wheel; Catherine wheel, (esp. her.) 
figure of a wheel with spikes projecting from 
its circumference XVI; firework that rotates 
while burning XVIII; lateral somersault XIX. 


cathode kæ'þoud (electr.) opp. to ANODE. 
xIX (Faraday). — Gr. káthodos going down, 
way down, f. katd CATA- (1) -- hodós way (cf. 
HODOMETER). 


catholic kepalik universal (spec. of the 
Christian Church) xiv; sb. member of the 
Catholic Church xv. — (OJF. catholique or 
its source ChrL. catholicus - Gr. katholikós 
general, universal, f. kathélou (i.e. kath’ 
hólou) in general, generally, f. Ratd in respect 
of (cf. CATA-), hólos whole, rel. to L. salvus 
SAFE. Hence catholicism kapo-lisizm, -IZzE. 
xvii. catholicity kepolrsiti; xix. 










purgation. XIX. 


cation  ketaion  (electr.) electro-positive 
element. xix (Faraday). - Gr. katión, sb. 
use of n. of katión, prp. of katiénai, f. katd, 
CATA- (1)-+72énat go (rel. to L. ire go); cf. 
ANION. 


catkin ke-tkin downy (pendent) inflores- 
cence. XvI (Lyte, tr. Dodoens) -Du. 
tkatteken lit. kitten, dim. of katte CAT; so 
modL. catulus and many Rom. forms (e.g. 
F. chats de saule willow catkins, and chaton 
catkin, dim. of chat), G. kátzchen. 


catling see CATGUT. 


catmint  ks'tmint the plant Nepeta 

Cataria, which attracts cats. xi (kattes- 
minte). f. CAT-FMINT?, after medL. herba 
catti, h. cataria; so F. herbe du chat, G. 
Ratzennunze, Du. Rattekruid. 


catoptric keto-ptrik relating to optical 
reflexion. xviii (Goldsmith); sb. xvi (Dee). 
= Gr. katoptrikós, f. kdtoptron mirror, f. 
katá CATA- (4) 4- *op- see (cf. oPTICS) 4- -tron, 
instrumental suffix; see -IC, 


CAULIFLOWER 





catsup var. of CATCHUP. 


cattle kzetl fproperty; live stock xur 

(La3amon, later version; Cursor M.). ME. 
catel(l) - AN., ONF. catel, var. of chatel, 
which is directly repr. by CHATTEL, q.v. 
The orig. gen. sense ‘wealth, property’ 
became narrowed to ‘movable property’, 
esp. as typified by live stock, which has 
been the only application in modern times, 
except in the legal phr. tgoods and cattels 
(cf. AL. bona et catalla). The sp. cattle is 
found c. 1600, but did not supersede cattel(1) 
till c. 1700. 


catty kæ'ti weight of 14 lb. avoirdupois. 
xvi. — Malay-Javanese Rati, Rati; cf. cADDY. 


catydid see KATYDID. 


Caucasian kdkeizion xix. f. Caucasus or 
Caucasia, f. Sl. Kavkaz; formerly applied 
(after Blumenbach) to the white race of 
mankind as being supposed to derive from 
the Caucasus ; see -IAN. 


caucus kó:kos (U.S.) private meeting of the 
chiefs of a political party xvii1; in Eng. use 
applied from 1878 to organizations for 
managing political elections, etc. Plausibly 
referred to Algonkin cau-cau-as-u, which 
appears in Capt. John Smith’s ‘Virginia’ 
(16..) as caw-cazaassough adviser, from a 
vb. meaning ‘talk to, advise, urge’; but 
there is an earlier reference to a place ‘West- 
Corcus in Boston’, 


caudal kó:dol pert. to a tail. xvir. - medL. 
caudális, f. L. cauda tai; see -AL|. So 
cau:date tailed. xvi. - modL. ; see -ATE?, 


caudle k5-dl thin gruel sweetened and 
spiced. xit. - ONF. caudel, var. of 
chaudel (mod. chaudeau) :- medL. *caldel- 
lum, dim. of L. caldum hot drink, sb. use ot 
n. of cal(i)dus hot (cf. LEE!, LUKEWARM). 


caul k5l (hist.) woman's close-fitting cap, 
hairnet ; investing membrane, e.g. omentum, 
amnion. XIII. ME. calle, of doubtful origin; 
perh. ~ (O)F. cale head-covering, f. calotte 
(see CALOTTE) by back-formation; but the 
Eng. word is recorded earlier. Cf. KELL. 


cauldron kd:Idran large kettle. xir. ME. 
caudroun = AN., ONF. caudron (mod. chau- 
dron) == Sp. calderón, It. calderone, augm. 
of Rom. *caldario, L. caldārium hot bath 
(cf. late caldāria pot, whence F. chaudière), 
f. cal(i)dus hot, ult. rel. to LEE!, Lew. 'T'he 
etymologizing sp. with | appeared xv and 
subseq. infl. the pronunc. 


cauliflower ko-liflauor variety of cabbage, 
the inflorescence of which forms a white 
head. xvi (Gerarde). Earlier cole flory, 
colliflory, alteration (by assim. to COLE) of 
F. tchou fleuri (flori), prob. = It. cavolfiore, 
pl. cavoli fiori (cf. Sp. coliflor) or modL. 
cauliflõra ‘flowered cabbage’ (cf. G. blumen- 
kohl, Du. bloemkool ‘flower-cole’). The 
second el. was assim. to flower XVII, as in 
F. chou-fleur. 
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CAULK 


caulk k5k stop the seams of (a ship). xv. 
— OF. cauquer, caukier, north. var. of OF. 
cauchier tread, press with force (mod. 
cóchier tread, of birds) = Pr., Sp., Pg. 
calcar, It. calcare i- L. calcáre tread, press, 
f. calc-, calx heel. 


cause koz ground or reason of action XIII; 
that which produces an effect xiv ; legal case 
or suit XIII. — (OJF. cause (— Pr., Sp., It. 
causa) — L. caus(s)a reason, motive, lawsuit 
(whence in the sense of 'thing', developed 
from ‘business, matter, subject’, Pr., Sp., 
It. cosa, F. chose). So caur:saL!. xvi. - late L. 
causális; so in F. causa-lirv xvii, causa:- 
TION XVII, Cau’satIVE xv; all - late L. or F. 
cause vb. be the cause of. xiv. - (O)F. 
causer or medL. causáre, f. causa. 


causerie kou'zori, || kozr? informal talk. 
XIX. F., f. causer talk - L. causári plead a 
CAUSE. 


causeway kd-zwei raised road xv; (paved) 
highway xvii. Early forms are cawce, cawcy, 
and causey way, reduced to caus(e)way XVI; 
f. cauce, cauci, early forms (xiv) of causey + 
way. Causey is- AN. *caucé(e) = ONF. 
cauciée (mod. chaussée) = Pr. calsada 
(whence Sp., Pg. calzada) := Rom. *calcidta 
(sc. via way, road), fem. pp. f. L. calcis, calx 
lime, CHALK. 


caustic kistik corrosive xiv; fig. bitter 
XVIII. - EF. caustique or L. causticus - Gr. 
kaustikós capable of burning, f. kaustós 
combustible, f. *kar-, base of kaíein burn; 
see -IC., 


cautelous kd-tiles artful, wily xIv; cautious 
xvi. —(O)F. cauteleux, f. L. cautéla pre- 
caution, f. caut-; see CAUTION, -OUS. 


cauterize kd-toraiz sear as with a caustic. 
x1v. — (O)F. cautériser — late L. cautérizdre, 
altered = Gr. kautéridzein, f. kautérion, 
whence (through L. cautérium), cautery 
XIV searing instrument, caustic drug, cau- 
terizing operation, beside which Tcauwter 
was formerly used for the instrument - (O)F. 
cautére (= Pr. cauteri, etc.); ult. from Gr. 
kaiein; see CAUSTIC, -IZE. 


caution kó'fon security, bail xii; taking 
heed; word of warning xvir. orig. = (O)F. 
caution —- L. cautió(n-), f. pp. stem of cavere 
take heed ; a re-adoption from L. took place 
c. 1600; see -TION. Hence caution vb. 
warn. XVII. So cautious kb»'fos xvII; on 
the model of ambition, ambitious, etc. ; see 
-TIOUS. 


cavalcade  kevolkerd fride xvI; pro- 
cession on horseback xvi. -- F. cavalcade, 
earlier t-cate ~ It. cavalcata (corr. to F, 
chevauchée), f. cavalcare += Rom. *caballi- 
cãre ride, f. L. caballus pack-horse, nag, in 
Rom. (Vi) soldiers word for ‘horse’ (F. 
cheval, Sp. caballo, It. cavallo, etc.), which, 
like Gr. kabdllés, is an alien word ; see -ADE. 


cavalier kzvalis-1 horseman; courtly 
gentleman, gallant xvI ; seventeenth-century 


CAVIARE 


Royalist xvir (1642). —F. cavalier or its 
source It. cavaliere (cf. Pr. cavalier, Sp. 
caballero, Pg. cavalleiro), deriv. of L. (Rom.) 
caballus horse (see prec.); cf. late L. cabal- 
ladrius rider, ostler, and see -1er. In XVI-XVII 
forms of Sp. or Pg. origin were in use. As 
adj. off-hand, supercilious xvir. 


cavallo, cavally koeve-lou, -æ'li horse- 
mackerel. xvir (Capt. Smith). = Sp. caballo, 
for caballa; forms in -ally, pl. -allies perh. 
depend on Ít. cavalli, pl. of cavallo mackerel. 


cavalry kæ'vəlri horse-soldiers. xvi (caval- 

lerie)J. - F. cavallerie - Yt. cavalleria (corr. 
to F. chevalerie CHIVALRY), f. cavallo; see 
CAVALCADE and -ERY, -RY. 


cavatina kævəti'nə short simple song. 
xIX (M. Edgeworth, Dickens). It. ‘air sung 
by an actor on his first appearance in an act’, 
f. cavata production of sound from an 
instrument, f. cavare extract, f. cavo hollow 
=~ L. cavus (see CAVE). 


cave! keiv underground hollow. xi. 
-(O)F. cave (now 'cellar) - L. cava, sb. 
use of fem. sg. or n. pl. of cavus hollow (cf. 
It. cava ditch, mine, quarry). 


cave? keiv fall in over a hollow. xvi. 
The earliest evidence is from Amer. sources; 
prob. of East Anglian origin and a var. of 
dial, (esp. eastern) calve (xvin), cauve, 
which may have been a LG. word intro- 
duced by workmen from the Low Countries 
engaged in the drainage of the Lincolnshire 
fens; cf. WFlem. znkalven fall in, Du. af- 
kalven fall away, uitkalven fall out. 


caveat kei-viet, ke-viet warning, caution. 
xvi. L., 3rd sg. pres. subj. of cavére beware 
(see CAUTION). 


cavendish kz-vendif kind of tobacco. xrx. 
Said to be named after an American manu- 
facturer. 


cavern ke:voin subterranean cavity. XIV 
(Ch.). -—(O)F. caverne or L. caverna, f. 
cavus hollow; cf. cave! and, for the suffix, 
CISTERN, TAVERN. So cavernous. XV. 
—- (O)F. caverneux, L. cavernosus. 


cavesson ka-vison horse's nose-band. xvi. 
- F. cavegon ~ It. cavezzone, augm. of ca- 
vezza halter :- Rom. *capitia, f.medL. capi- 
tium head-covering, f. capit-, caput HEAD. 


cavetto kove:tou (archit.) hollow moulding. 
XVI. It., dim. of cavo hollow (see CAVE). 


caviare kæ'viär roe of sturgeon. xvi. In 
its earliest use with a variety of forms repr. 
It. caviale (whence F. teavial), Sp. cabial, 
Pg. caviar, tcavial, F. caviar, all based on 
'Jurk. khávyár. 'Yhe pronunc. has varied; 
orig. four syll. as in cauiarie (Sh. ‘Hamlet’ 
Il ii 457), caueary (Bacon), cavialy (xvir), 
it was commonly reduced in xvi to three 
or two; in XVIII r.w. prepare or cheer (Swift); 
the more recent pronunc. kze'viàr or kzeviá-1 
may be due to the F. Q The comestible is 
of Russ. origin, but the Russ. name is tkrd. 
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CAVIL 


CELERY 





cavil kæ'vil raise captious objections. xvr. | cedilla sidilo the mark , written under c. 


-(O)F. caviller - L. cavillàri, f. cavilla 
scofhng, mockery, prob. for *calvilla and 
rel. to caloá»i use artifice, calumnia CALUM- 
NY. So cavilla‘TION. xiv. - (O)F. - L. 


cavity ke-viti hollow place. xvi. —F. cavité, 
for earlier } caveté, or late L. cavitds (cf. Sp. 
cavidad, It. cavità), f. cavus hollow; see 
CAVE!, ITY. 


cavort kavo-it (orig. U.S.) prance or caper 
about, orig. of a horse or rider. xIx. perh. 
perversion of CURVET suggested by vault (cf. 
cavaulting in ‘Slang Dict.’ 1874). 


cavy keivi rodent of the genus Cavia or 

family Caviide, including the guinea-pig 
and the capybara. xvill. —modL. cavia, 
f. Galibi (French Guiana) cabiai. Cf. F. 
cavié, KX[ Goldsmith bas cabiai, following 
Buffon. 


caw kō imit. of the cry of rooks and the 
like. xvr (Sh.). Cf. Du. kauw jackdaw. 


cay kei, ki low insular bank of sand, etc. XVIII 
(Sloane’s ‘Jamaica’). ~-Sp. caye shoal, 
sandbank, barrier reef — F. quat, teay QUAY. 
(The proper name of several islands off 
Central America.) 


cayenne keie:n, (with pepper) keren very 
pungent kind of pepper. xvii. Early forms 
kayan, kian (whence a former pronunc. 
kaiz'n); orig. - Tupi RyynAia, quiynha, later 
assim. to Cayenne, chief town of French 
Guiana. 


cayman, caiman keimən American alli- 
gator. XVI. — Sp., Pg. caiman (whence also 
F. caiman) = Carib acayuman, cay(eyman. 


cease sis bring or come to an end. XIV 
(Cursor M.). ME. cesse, beside cese — (O)F. 
cesser (= Pr., Pg. cessar, Sp. cesar, lt. 


XVI. — Sp. cedilla, now zedilla, dim. of zeda 
letter z. Q The Sp. var. cerilla has also been 
used; cf. F. cérille. 


cee si name of the letter C. OE. cë (Ælfric); 


cf. F. cé, L. cé. attrib. in cee-spring, 
C-spring carriage spring shaped like C. 


ceiling si‘lin lining of the inside of roof 


or walls Xiv; Tscreen of tapestry, curtain 
XV; (naut.) inside planking of a ship's bottom 
XVII ; plaster covering the top of a room xvi. 
Late ME. celynge, sil-, syling, eatly modEng. 
syll-, seel-, ciel-, seyl-, appearing contemp. 
with celure, selure, si(l)ur, later seller 
canopy, hangings, tapestry (xiv-xvi), and 
somewhat earlier than ceil vb. line with 
woodwork, etc. (XV-XVII); these correspond 
in use to medL. célum (x11), céldtira (X111), 
célüra (xiv), and vb. celáre (xii), but the 
meaning in particular instances is freq. 
uncertain; possible OF. connexions are 
rare (e.g. celé perh. ceiling, panelling), and it 
remains doubtful whether L. calum heaven, 
vault of the sky, is the ult. base, and how 
far L. celáre engrave, celátüra engraving, 
carving, are concerned. 


celadon selocon pale shade of green. 


xvi. - F. céladon, name of a languorous 
gallant in the ‘Astrée’ of d’Urfé (1610), who 
took it from Ovid’s ‘Metamorphoses’. 


celandine se‘landain name of two (dis- 


tinct) plants bearing yellow flowers re- 
garded by the ancients as species of the 
same plant. x11I—xtv. Earliest form celidoine, 
the intrusive -n- being recorded xv. - OF. 
celidoine ~ medL. celidonia, for L. chelidonia 
(sc. herba plant), -onium — Gr. khelidónion, 
f. khelidón swallow ; the ancients associated 
the plant in various ways with the swallow 
and its habits. 


cessare) :—- L. cessáre stop, f. cess-, pp. stem | -cele sil, as the final el. in various medical 


of cédere yield, cEpE. 'l'he lengthening of 
the stem-vowel is paralleled in appeal, lease, 
prease, ME. form of press. 


terms in the sense 'tumour', repr. modL. 
-célé - Gr. kelé swelling, rel. to OE. héala 
rupture. 


cecity srsiti blindness. xvi. — L. cecitás, | celebrate selibreit perform or observe 


f. cecus blind; see -1Tv. 


cedar srdox evergreen conifer, Cedrus 
Libani. xu (cedre, Cursor M.). - OF. 
cedre (mod. cédre) — L. cedrus - Gr. kédros, 
juniper, cedar, rel. to Lith. kadag?s, OPruss. 
hadegis juniper. (OE. had ceder from L.) 


publicly and duly xv; proclaim xvi. f. tcele- 
brate, pp. (XV) - L. celebrdtus, pp. of cele- 
brare, f. celebr-, celeber frequented, frequent, 
renowned; see -ATE®, Hence ce-lebratep 
famous, renowned xvii. So celebra:rion. 
XVI. = L. 


The sp. with -ar dates from xvi. Hence | celeriac sileriak turnip-rooted celery. 


ce:darn of cedar. xvir (Milton, whence in 
later poets); see -EN?. 


cede sid Tgive way xvir; give up, yield 
xvii. — F. céder or L. cedere go, go away, 
retire, yield (acc. to some, combining two 
distinct words). @ Compound derivs. of 
the L. vb. are repr. by accede, concede, inter- 


XVIII. f. CELERY, with arbitrary use of the 
suffix -AC. 


celerity sileriti swiftness. xv. -(O)F. 


célérité - L. celeritas, f. celer swift, prob. 
rel. to Gr. kéllein drive, kélés runner; see 
-ITY. 


cede, precede, recede ; exceed, proceed, succeed; | celery se'ləri the plant Apium graveolens. 


abscess, excess, process, success ; accession, CON- 
cession, intercession, precession, procession, 
succession; processional, recessional , ancestor ; 
cf. CEASE, CESSATION, CESSION. 
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xvii (Evelyn) -F. céleri (sceleri d'Italie 
XVII) — dial. It. (Lombard) seller: :- L. seli- 
non, -selinum — Gyr. sélinon. Q The native 
name of the wild form is SMALLAGE. 


CELESTIAL 


celestial sile-stiol heavenly. xrv (Ch.). 
— OF. celestial (— Sp. celestial, Yt. celestzale) 
- medL. *calestialis, f. Li. caelestis, £. celum 
heaven ; see -IAL. 


celibacy se‘libosi unmarried state, devotion 
to the single life. xvir. f. L. celibatus, f. 
celib-, -ebs unmarried, bachelor; see -acy. 
This superseded teelibate! (xvir) - F. 
célibat or its L. source as above; see -ATE!. 
Hence, after such pairs as magistracy, 
magistrate, celibate? se-libot unmarried 
(man) xIx; for this F. has célibataire, whence 
ce:libata’RIAN XIX. 


cell sel dependent religious house XII; 
small dwelling or apartment; cavity in an 
organism XIV; compartment of honeycomb 
xvi; of a plant xvii; various scientific uses 
(electr., etc.) xix. — OF. celle, or its source 
L. cella store-room, chamber, small àpart- 
ment, ‘chapel’ in a temple, in medL. in the 
first two senses above, rel. to L. céldre, 
occulere CONCEAL (cf, OCCULT). 


cellar selor fstore-room xig; under- 
ground room xiv (?). ME. celer— AN. celer 
-— OF. celier (mod. cellier) :- late L. cella- 
rium set of cells, storehouse for food, f. cella 
CELL; see -ARY. 


*cello tfe-lou colloq. shortening of VIOLON- 
CELLO. XIX. 


cellular se-ljülor characterized by cells. 
xvin. -F. cellulaire - modL. cellulàris, f. 
cellula, dim. of cella CELL; see -aR. @ In E. 
cellule has superseded the simple fcelle. 


cellulose se:jülous adj. consisting of cells 
XVIII; sb. lignin, essential part of the solid 
substance of plants xix. As adj. - modL. 
cellulósus ; as sb. — F. cellulose (Payen, 1863); 
see prec. and -osE. Hence ce-lluloid arti- 
ficial substitute for ivory, etc. invented in 
America by the brothers Hyatt in 1869 and 
patented in Great Britain 1871; the use of 
-OID is arbitrary. 


Celt, Kelt selt, kelt ta Gaul xvii; one 
who speaks a Celtic language xviir. In the 
earliest use — L. Celta pl. ~ Gr. Kelto? (later 
Kéltai, perh. from L.) ; in the mod. use -= F. 
Celte (Pezron 1703), applied first to the 
Bretons as representatives of the ancient 
Gauls. So Celtic of the ancient Celtz 
XVII ; epithet of the IE. group of languages 
consisting of Breton, Cornish, Welsh, Irish, 
Manx, and Gaelic xvi. -= L. Celticus and 
F. celtique. 


celt selt prehistoric implement with chisel 
edge. xvu. — modL. celtes (Beger, "Phe- 
saurus Brandeburgicus', 1696), based on 
celte, which occurs in the Clementine text of 
Vulg., Job xix 24 ('stylo ferreo et plumbi 
lamina vel celte sculpantur in silice"), where 
some MSS. read certe ‘surely’ (corr. to ‘for 
ever’ of A.V.); the adoption of the term as 
a technical term of archeology was prob. as- 
sisted by a supposed connexion with Celt. 


CENTAURY 


cement sime‘nt strong mortar. x11. ME. 
siment -(O)F. ciment = Pr. cimen, Sp. 
cimiento foundation, It. cimento experiment, 
test 1 L. cæmentum quarry stone, pl. chips 
of stone, for *cædmentum, f. cædere hew (cf. 
-CIDE, DECIDE); see -MENT. The meaning 
of the L. word appears to have passed from 
‘broken stone’ to ‘pounded stone, ete. mixed 
with lime, etc. to make a strong setting 
mortar. The forms ciment, cyment con- 
tinued till xvir, and the stressing on the first 
syll. till xıx. So ceme'nt vb. xıv. - (O)F. 
cimenter. 


cemetery se'mit(ə)ri burial-ground. XIV. 
-late L. cæmëtêrium (whence also F. cimetière) 
- Gr. koimétérion dormitory, (in Christian 
writers) burial-ground, f. koimdn put to 
sleep (cf. Refstha: lie down, rel. to HOME.) 


cenobite var. of CCENOBITE. 


cenotaph se:nótàf sepulchral monument to 
a person buried elsewhere. xvir (Holland). 
= F. cénotaphe ~ late L. cenotaphium = Gr. 
kends empty + táphos tomb. 


censer se‘nsaz vessel in which incense is 
burnt ceremonially. xl (senser). = AN. 
censer, senser, OF . censter, aphetic of encenster, 
f. encens INCENSE'. So cense sens vb. burn 
incense to, fumigate with incense. xiv (Ch.). 
— (OJF. encenser, f. encens, 


censor se‘nsaz supervisor of morals, etc. 
XVI. — L. censor, f. cénsére pronounce as an 
opinion, declare the status of, assess, rate, 
judge, think, f. *kens- make known with 
authority (cf. Skr. ¢dmsati recite, OPers. 
Gatiy speak, proclaim). Hence ce:nsor vb. 
late xix. So censure se‘nfoar tjudgement 
XIV ; adverse judgement xvii (Sh.). ~ (O)F. 
censure — L. cénsura;see -URE. censure vb. 
give judgement upon. XVI. — F. censurer. 


census se:nsos registration of citizens in 
ancient Rome xvII ; enumeration of popula- 
tion XVIII (Gibbon). -— L. cénsus, f. céns-; 
see prec. 


cent sent À. in phr. per cent for every hun- 
dred XVI, prob. orig. as a financial term - It. 
per cento, with partial assim. to F. pour cent, 
and perh. infl. by pseudo-L. per centum (see 
PER, HUNDRED) ; B. as independent sb. (U.S., 
etc.) 31s of a dollar xviii (first applied in 
1782 to a proposed unit of coinage of which 
100 should make a coin equal to +; of a 
dollar ; in 1786 the present use was adopted) ; 
French centime XIX. 


cental se:ntol weight of roo lb. avoir- 
dupois. 1859. f. L. centum 10o, perh. after 
quintal. 


centaur se‘ntd1 fabulous creature, half 
man, half horse. xiv (Ch.). = L. centaurus 
— Gr. kéntauros, of unkn. origin; in early 
Gr. literature the name of a savage people 
of Thessaly. 


centaury sent5ri plant the medicinal 
properties of which were said to have been 
discovered by Chiron the centaur. xIv(Ch.), 
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CENTENARY 


-late L. centauria, -ea, for L. centaurion, 
~éum — Gr. kentatireton, -tatirion, f. kéntauros 
CENTAUR. 


centenary senti'nəri, se'ntinəri adj. of a 
hundred years xvir; sb. +100 pounds xvI; 
century XVII; centennial anniversary XVIII. 
~ L. centéndrius containing a hundred, f. 
centéni hundred each, f. centum; see HUN- 
DRED and -ARY. Cf. F. centenaire. So cen- 
tenARIAN -eorion (one) roo years old, XIX. 
centennial sente'niəl of roo years. XVIII. 
f. L. centum, after biennial. centesimal 
sente’simal hundredth (part). xvi. f. L. 
centésimus hundredth, f. centum. 


centi- senti- comb. form of L. centum 
HUNDRED, used in the F. metric system to 
denote the xooth part of a unit, as centi- 
GRAMME (1795), -LITRE, -METRE; also in 
centigrade se: ntigreid pert. to Celsius's 
thermometer in which the space between the 
freezing and boiling points of wateris divided 
into 100 degrees. 1812. ~ F. centigrade (in 
thermomètre centigrade), f. L. gradus step, 
GRADE; centipede se-ntipid vermiform 
articulated animal having many feet. XVII 
(Holland). - F. centipéde or L. centipeda 
(ped-, pés FOOT). 


centime sáti:m 735 of a franc. — F. centime 


(1795), f. L. centum HUNDRED, after F. 
déctme — L. decima (sc. pars) tenth (part). 


cento se:ntou fpatchwork; composition 
made up of scraps. XVIL. = L. centë patch- 
work garment, poem made up of verses 
from other sources (as the ‘cento nuptialis’, 
13th idyll, of Ausonius), rel. to Gr. kenteîn 
stitch, kéntrén patchwork garment, Skr. 
kanthá patched garment. 


centre, U.S. center se:nto: middle point 
of an object. xiv (Ch.). — (O)F. centre or its 
source L. centrum — Gr. kéntron goad, peg, 
stationary point of a pair of compasses, f. 
base of kenteín prick, rel. to W. cethr nail, 
OHG. hantag sharp. From xvi to xvii the 
prevalent sp. was center; centre appeared 
in Bailey's Dict. 1727 and was adopted by 
Johnson. As a designation of the moderate 
party of a political body its use originated 
in the French National Assembly of 1789, 
in which the nobles and the Third Estate 
sat on the right and left respectively of 
the president. Hence centre vb. xvir. So 
Ce:ntrAL! xvi, centralize xix. ~ F. or L. 


centri-, comb. form of L. centrum CENTRE 
in centrifugal, centri petal xviii, f. modL. 
centrifugus, -petus (Newton's ‘Principia’ 
1687), f. stems of L. fugere flee, petere seek. 
In some other mod. techn. terms centro-, 
repr. Gr. kéntron, has been used. 


centuple  sentjupl  hundredfold. xvir. 
—F. centuple or ecclL. centuplus, var. of 
centuplex, f£. centum HUNDRED + *plek- *pl- 
-FOLD. 


century se'ntfəri group of 100 XVI; 100 
years XVII. —L. centuria assemblage of 
100 things, division of the Roman army 


CERIUM 


(orig. 100 horsemen), f. centum HUNDRED; 
see ~y3. So centurion sentjuo‘risn com- 
mander of a century. xiv. — L. centurió(n-), 
f. centuria. 


ceorl t[co1| (hist. Anglo-Saxon freeman 
of the lowest status; see CHURL. By histo- 
rians of XVII—XVIII sp. ceorle. 


cephalic sifæ'lik of the head. xvr. = (O)F. 
céphalique = L. cephalicus = Gr. kephalikes, 
f. kephalé head (cf. GABLE); see -1c. So 
cephalo- se'folou, sefalo: comb. form of 
Gr. kephalé, as in ce:phalopod one of the 
Cephalopoda (Gr. pod-, potis FOOT) class of 
molluscs comprising cuttle-fishes, nautilus, 
etc. and having a distinct head with arms 
or tentacles attached. 


ceramic síre:mik pert. to pottery. XIX. 
— Gr. keramikos, f. kéramos potter's earth, 
pottery (cf. CREMATE); see -1C. 


cerastes  sire'stiz horned viper. XVI. 
L. = Gr. kerdstés, f. kéras HORN. 


Cerberus s3:1:boros many-headed watch- 
dog of Hades; also fig. L. - Gr. Kérberos. 


cere sior wax-like membrane at the base 
of a bird’s beak. xv (Bk. of St. Albans). 
=- medL. use of L. céra wax (Gr. kérós). 


cereal sio:riol of edible grain; also sb. 
xix, — L. cereális pert. to the cultivation of 
grain, f. Cerés goddess of agriculture; see 
-AL!, 


cerebral seribrol of the brain; (tr. Skr. 
mürdhanya ‘produced in the head’, f. mür- 
dhan head) of consonants formed with the 
tip of the tongue on the soft palate. XIX, 
f. L. cerebrum (:— *kerasrom), rel. to Skr. 
çiras head, point, Gr. kéras horn, ON. 
hiarnt (whence ME. hernes, mod. dial. 
harns brains). Cf. F. cérébral; see -AL}, So 
cerebra‘TION action of the brain. XIX 
(W. B. Carpenter, 1853). L. cerebe-ilum 
little or hinder brain, dim. of cerebrum, is 
used anat, (xvi). 


cerecloth sis:klóp waxed cloth used as a 
winding-sheet, etc. xv (szrecloth). Also cered 
cloth with pp. of cire, cere vb. (x1v) - (O)F. 
cirer assim. to L. cérdre wax, f. céra wax 
(Gr. kérds). So ce-rrements waxed wrap- 
pings for the dead (Sh. ‘Hamlet’ 1 iv 48; 
whence taken up by Scott and later writers) ; 
see -MENT. 


ceremony se'riməni outward observance. 
XIV. = (perh. through (O)F. cérémonie) L. 
czrimonia religious worship, (pl) ritual 
observances, which is not found earlier 
than Cicero; see -MONY. So ceremo:niaL! 
-mou'-. xIv (Wyclif). ~ late L.; cf. F. céré- 
monial. ceremo:nious. xvi. - F. orlate L. 

ceriph see SERIF. 


cerise siriz light clear bright red. xix. 
adj. use of F. cerise :- Rom. *ceresea CHERRY. 


cerium sio'riom (chem.) metallic element. 
XIX. - modL. (Hisinger and Berzelius, 1804), 
named, along with its source cerite, after the 
planet Ceres, discovered 1801 ; see -IUM. 
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CERO- 


CHACONNE 





cero- sio:rou comb. form of L. céra, more 
prop. of Gr. kérós wax. 


cert 
XIX. 


s3it collog. abbrev. of CERTAINTY. 


certain s3'xtín fixed ; sure x11; established 
as truth; fully confident xiv; some (par- 
ticular or definite) X11; a certain XVIII; 
a certain age (after F. d’un certain dge 
rather elderly) xix. ~ (O)F. certain (= Pr. 
certain, Sp., TIt. certano) :- Rom. *certánus, 
extension of L. certus settled, sure, pp. 
formation on cernere sift, separate, decide, 
decree, rel. to Gr. krinein (see CRISIS); cf. 
Gr. kritós chosen, choice. So ce'rtainry. 
XIV. — ÀN. certainté, OF. certaineté. 


certes  s3'itiz  (arch.) assuredly. — xir. 
— (O)F. certes, corr. to Pr., OSp. certas, 
Cat, certes, prob. :- Rom. *(ad) certás (sc. 
rés) for a certainty, used in the sense of late 
L. ad certum, ex certó, etc. Sometimes a 
monosyll., as in Sh, ‘Henry VIIP 1 i48. 


certify sõ'ıtifai make certain. xrv (R. 
Mannyng, Rolle). - (O)F. certzfier - ChrL. 
certificáre (Vulgate), f. certus CERTAIN ; see 
-FY. So ce:rtifica. TION. xv. -(O)F. 
certificate soitifiket document certi- 
fying something. xv. -F. certificat or 
medL. certificátum, sb. use of pp. of certi- 
ficãre; see -ATE!. 


certiorari s3ifióreo'rai (leg.) writ from a 
higher court for the production of records 
from a lower. Xv. pass. of late legal L. 
certiordre inform ('certiorem facere"), f. 
certior, compar. of certus CERTAIN. 


certitude sd-stitjid certainty. xv. — ChrL. 
certitudo (Augustine), f. certus CERTAIN ; see 
-TUDE and cf. F. certitude (XVI). 


cerulean, cærulean sirūü'liən of a deep 
blue. xvir. f. L. cæruleus sky-blue, sea-blue 
(or -green), prob. = *cælolos, f. cælum sky, 
heaven. Cf. the earlier ce'rule (cærule, 
Spenser) ; see -EAN, 


ceruse sio'rüs, sirürs whitelead. xiv (Ch.). 

—(O)F. céruse (cf. Pr. ceruza, etc.) - L.. 
cérussa, perh, — Gr. *keróessa, f£. kérós wax 
(cf. CERE). 


cervical s3:ivikol, so1varkol pert. to the 
neck. xvii. — EF. cervical or modL. cervicális 
(cf. L. cervical pillow, bolster), f. cervic-, 
cervix neck; see -AL!. 


cervine s3'1vain pert. to deer. xix. -L. 
cervinus, f. cervus deer, prob. rel. to HART; 
see -INE!, 


Cesarevitch  sizà:riwitf, sizorwit] long- 
distance handicap run at Newmarket, named 
in 1839 after the Russian prince (see CZARE- 
VITCH) who became Alexander II. 


cespitose, cas- se:spitous turfy. XVIII. 
- modL. casspitosus, f. cæspit-, cæspes turf; 
See -OSE. 


cess ses local rate (in Ireland still the 
official term); tin Ireland spec. applied to 
military exactions. xvI. var. of sess, aphetic 
form of assess. Q The Ir. imprecation bad 
cess to (XIX) may contain this word, or is 
perh. aphetic of success. 


cessation seser[on stoppage. xIv. -L. 
cessátió(n-), f. pp. stem of cessáre; see CEASE, 
-ATION. 


cesser se':soI (leg.) cessation. XVI. sb. use 
of (O)F. cesser CEASE; see -ER*. 


cession se‘fan action of ceding or sur- 
rendering. XIV. — (O)F. cession or its source 
L. cessió(n-), £. cess-, cédere CEDE; see -10N. 


cesspool se:spül excavation in the bottom 
of a drain to retain solid matter XVII; well 
to receive soil from privies, etc. XVIII. perh. 
alteration, with assim. to POOL}, of cesperalle, 
susprall, suspirel settling tank, cesspool 
(xvi), vars. of tsuspiral vent, esp. of a con- 
duit, water-pipe - OF. souspirail (mod. 
soupirail) air-hole f. sou(s)pirer (L. suspirare) 
SUSPIRE+L. spiraculum air-hole. Hence 
Ce-SSPIT. XIX. 


cestui se'stwi (leg.) in cestuz que a or the 
person that. xvi. = AN., OF. cestui, f. cest 
(mod. cet, ce) :- Rom. *eccistui, i.e. L. ecce 
lol4- *zstui, f. iste that (one), after celui :- 
*ecce illui (modelled on L. cuz to whom). 


cestus!  se:stos belt, girdle. xvi. =L. 
cestus = Gr. kestós, sb. use of ppl. adj. 
‘stitched’, £. *kent-, base of kentein stitch 
(cf. CENTRE). 


cestus?, castus se:stos Roman boxer’s 
protection of thongs for the hand. xvi. 
= L, cæstus, f. cædere strike (cf. -CIDE). 


cesura see CZESURA. 


cetaceous sitei'[os of the whale kind. xvii 
(Sir T. Browne). f. modL. cétacea (used 
Zool. as the name of an order), f. L. cétus 
- Gr. kétos whale; see -ACEOUS. 


ceterach se‘torek genus of ferns. XVI 
(Turner, Lyte). - medL. ceterach (cf. F. 
céterac, It. cetracca, citracca, modGr. 
kitardk) ~ Arab. shitarakh. 


chabazite kz-bozait (min.). xix. Earlier 
chabazie —- E. chabazie (1780), from khabázie, 
erron. reading in pseudo-Orpheus, ‘Lithika’ 
(111), for Rhaldzie, voc. of khaldzios (var. 
khalazías, khalazites líthos), £. khdlaza hail; 
the mineral is so called from its form and 
colour; see ITE!, 


Chablis [z:bli French white wine. xvir. 
F., f. name of a town in Yonne, France. 


chabouk tfa:-buk whip. xviI (chawbuck). 
- Urdu, Pers. chábuk horse-whip. Cf. 
SJAMBOK. 


chaconne fako:n old stately dance. xvii 
(Dryden). =F. chaconne-Sp. chacona, 
which has been improbably derived from 
Basque chukun pretty. 


[159] 


CHAFE 


CHALICE 





chafe tjeif theat, infame; ruffle, vex XIV; 
rub so as to warm XV; rage, fret xvi. Late 
ME. chaufe — OF. chaufer (mod. chauffer) — 
Pr. calfar (whence It. Tcaleffare) :- Rom. 
*calefáre, for calefacere make warm (see 
CALEFACTION). For the vowel cf. Ralph reif, 
safe, wafer, and angel, chamber, gauge, 
manger. 


chafer  tf[erfor beetle (now chiefly in 
COCKCHAFER) | OE. éeafor ‘bruchus’ :- 
Germ. *kabraz, -uz, parallel to éefer — 
OS., (M)Du. kever, OHG. chevar, chevaro 
(G. käfer) - Germ. *kebraz; cf., with a 
different sufhx, MLG. kevel, LG. kavel; 
prob. lit. ‘the gnawer’, and rel. to next and 
OE. éeafl CHAWL, JOWL. 


chaff! t{af husks of grain OE.; refuse x11; 
cut hay and straw xviii. OE. ézf, ceaf — 
MLG., (M)Du., MHG. kaf (G. dial. kaff), 
corr. to OHG. cheva husk; prob. f. Germ. 
base *kaf- *kef- gnaw, chew. 

chaff? tfàf banter lightly; also as sb. xIx. 
Of slang origin; perh. a var. of CHAFE, for 
which spellings with -ff- occur from XVI in 
the sense of ‘scolding’. 


chaffer tJz-for traffic, trade; merchandise. 
xu. ME. chaffare, cheffare, ch(e)apfare = 
OE. *éeapfaru, f. ééap bargain, sale-l-faru 
going, journey, proceedings (prob. after 
ON. kaupfor trading journey); see CHEAP 
and FARE. The orig. word became obs. in 
XVII; a new sb. meaning ‘bargaining’ f. the 
vb. appeared xix, Hence cha-ffer vb. 
Ttrade; bargain, haggle xiv. 

chaffinch tfæfintf the finch Fringilla 
celebs. OE. éeaffiné, f. CHAFF'+ FINCH; so 
named from its habit of haunting domestic 
dwellings to pick amongst chaff and barn- 
refuse ; cf. its late L. name furfurió (Isidore), 
f. furfur bran, and G. buchfink 'beech-finch' 
(as feeding on beech-mast). (A northern 
and eastern caffynche, cafinche occurs xv— 
XVI; but a mod. dial. caffincher is recorded 
for Surrey and Sussex.) 

chagrin fgri-n, fe-grin tanxious care, 
melancholy xvii ; vexation xvir (Pope); also 
tadj. grieved, mortified xvir (Pepys). — F. 
chagrin sb. (implied in earlier chagrineux), 
chagrin adj. (xiv), of unkn. origin. Q For 
chronological, if for no other reasons, not to 
be referred to chagrin, SHAGREEN. 


chain tfein series of links forming a conti- 
nuous line XIII; as a lineal measure, 66 feet 
xvi. — OF. chaine, for earlier chaeine (mod. 
chaîne) = Pr., Sp. cadena, Pg. cadea, It. 
catena t- L. caténa, referred by some to the 
same base as cassis hunting-net, snare. 
Hence, or - (O)F., chain vb. xiv. 


chair t[eo1 seat for one person, spec. of 
authority. XxIII (chaere, chaier) - AN. 
chaere, OF. chaiere (mod. chaire bishop's 
throne, see, pulpit, professorial chair; the 
ordinary word for ‘chair’ being chaise) = 
Pr. cadiera, Sp. cadera :- L. cathedra — Gr. 
kathédrá (see CATHEDRAL). The old disyll. 
pronunc. remains dial. as in Sc. tfé:jor. In 


the sense of 'seat cocupied by the president 
of a meeting' first recorded 1647 (Claren- 
don); so chai-rMAN 1654. Replaced OE. 
st6l STOOL in certain applications. For tchair 
organ see CHOIR organ. 


chaise feiz pleasure or travelling carriage. 
XVIIL = F. chaise (xv, Villon), var. of chaire 
CHAIR, the substitution of z for r being 
specially characteristic of Parisian speech 
in xv-xvit. Also post-chaise xviu (F. chaise 
de poste); see SHAY. 


chalcedony, cal- kælse'dəni precious 
stone; in early use of vague application as 
a traditional name with many fabulous and 
legendary associations; now, a subspecies 
of quartz. The present forms, dating from 
XV-XVI, are = L. c(A)alcédonius - Gr. khalké- 
dón (Rev. xxi 19, stone forming the third 
foundation of the New Jerusalem), assumed 
to mean 'stone of Chalcedon' in Asia Minor, 
but var. L. forms carc(/t)edonia, -ius led to 
assoc. with Carthage(Gr. Karkhédon), alleged 
to be the medium of export of a N. African 
stone. Earlier forms, cassidoine, calcidoine, 
etc. (from xun) were- OF., (xu), semi- 
learned - L. 


chalcography kelko-grafi engraving on 
copper. XVII (Evelyn) - Gr. *khalko- 
graphíà, f. *khalkográphos, f. khalkós copper. 
chalco:grapher (Évelyn); see -GRAPHER, 
-GRAPHY. 


Chaldaic xvir, Chaldean -zean xvi, Chal- 
dee xir keldeiik, -ron, -i: gen. equiv. to 
‘Babylonian’; as the name of a language 
often used for ‘Aramaic’. Earliest forms are 
Caldeis (Wycl. Bible), Caldeez (Maund.), 
Chaldey (Tindale), C(h)aldees (Coverdale, 
A.V.), repr. L. Chaldai (pl. of Chaldzus 
- Gr. Khaldatos, f. Ass. Kaldii), freq. used 
for the name of the country Chaldza 
(anglicized in Maund. as Caldee), the forms 
Caldey (xi), Caldie (xvu), Chaldee being 
also formerly used for Chaldzan. 


chaldron t[5-]dron dry measure (32 bushels). 
xvi. — OF. chauderon (mod. chaudron) 
CAULDRON. Superseded TcÀhalder xvi—-xvii 
(— (O)F. chaudière), a northern word brought 
to London with the coal trade. 


chalet fe-lei Swiss hut or cottage. XIX 
(Byron). - (Swiss) F. chalet, introduced 
into literature by Rousseau. dim. of OF. 
chasel farmstead, dairy = Pr., Sp., Pg. 
casal ;- Rom. *casdale, f. L. casa hut, cottage. 
(Often miswritten chdlet.) 


chalice tfze:lis drinking-cup, spec. that 
used in the Eucharist. xi (Cursor M.). - 
OF. chalice — L.. calicem, calix cup, rel. to Gr. 
kdlux CALYx, kilix cyLix. The form chalice 
superseded caliz, calice (xn) ~ dial. var. 
calice (also modF.) of chalice; this had 
itself superseded OE. celi¢, calié, an adop- 
tion of the Latin word in the Christian 
period, which had in turn succeeded to 
caelé, celé (early ME. calch), repr. a pre- 
Christian WGerm. adoption (= OS. keltk, 
Du. kelk, OHG. chelih, G. kelch). 
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CHALK 


CHANCE 





chalk tf5k white soft earthy limestone. | chamfrain, chamfron tfe:mfron (arch.) 


OE. *éxlc, cealc — OS. calc (Du. kalk), 
OHG. kalk, chalch (G. kalk, dial. kalch), 
CWGerm. (like tile and street, an early 
adoption of a building term) - L. calc-, CALX 
lime, which sense has remained in the Germ. 
langs. except Eng., where it has taken over 
that of L. créta (whence F. craie; cf. 
CRAYON). Hence chalk vb. xvr. chalky. 
XIV; see -y1 -— 


challenge tfa-lond3 taccusation xin (Cur- 
sor M.); Tclaim ; invitation to a contest XIV ; 
legal exception taken xvi. ME. calenge, 
chalange — OF. ca-, chalenge — Pr. calonja, 
s= L. calumnia false accusation, malicious 
action at law (see CALUMNY). So cha:llenge 
vb. xui. ME. chalange, earlier ca-, kalenge, 
calange — OF. ca-, chalengier, -anger, -onger 
— Pr. calonjar :- L. calumnidri accuse 
falsely, CALUMNIATE. 


frontlet of an armed horse. xiv. - (O)F. cham- 

frein, perh. for *chafrein, f. OF. chafresner 
(— Pr. capfrenar) put on a bridle, f. chef 
head (cf. cHIEF)+frein :- L. frénum bridle, 
bit (perh. rel. to frendere gnash). 


chamois fz:mwa European antelope; soft 


pliable leather orig. from this. xvi. First 
recorded from the Geneva Bible (1560), 
Deut. xiv 5 (Coverdale has camelion), where 
the Vulgate has camélopardus, LXX kamélo- 
párdalis, Luther elend elk. —(O)F. chamois, 
which, with Pr. camos, Rheto-Romansch 
kamuotsch, kyamorto, It. dial. kamus, ka- 
mužu, kamots (in literary It. camozza), Sp. 
camuza, gamuza, Pg. camurga, the earliest 
Rom. form medL. camox (v), and OHG. 
gamiza (G. gemse), prob. ail derive ult. from 
a pre-Rom. name current in the Alpine 
areas. Cf. SHAMMY. 


challis t[a-lis fine silk and worsted fabric. | Champ tfemp chew noisily ; bite on (some- 


XIX. perh. f. Eng. surname Challis; in F. 


thing hard). Xvi. prob. imit. 


challis, chaly(s). champac tfa‘mpak Indian species of 


chalybeate  káli:biot impregnated with 
iron. xXvll. —modL. chalybedtus, f. L. 


magnolia. xvin. -— Hind. champak (Skr. 
champaka). 


chalybs - Gr. khdlups steel; see -ATE?. champagne fempei'n wine of Champagne, 


Cham tfem ruler of Tartars and Mongols. 


a province of E, France XVII}; see next, 


XVI (earlier Cane, Chane). — F. cham, chan | Champaign tfz-mpein level open country. 


= Turki khán lord, prince; see KHAN. 


chamade fama'd drum or trumpet signal 
to a parley. xvi. - F.- Pg. chamada, f. 
chamar :- L. clámáre call (see CLAIM). 


chamber t[eizmbor room x11; enclosed 
space in a body; deliberative body or 
assembly xiv; tcharge piece in old ordnance 


xiv. ME. champayne - OF. champagne =: 
Pr. campanha, Sp. campaña, It. campagna 
(see CAMPAIGN) :- late L. campdania, fem. 
sg. and n. pl., sb. uses of adj. f. campus level 
field (cf. CAMP), particularized as proper 
names of regions in France (Champagne) 
and Italy (Campagna). In XVI-XVII a very 
frequent var. was champion, -ian. 


xv; fsmall piece of ordnance xvi; part of | champart făpā'r form of tenure (as in the 


the bore of a gun in which the charge is 
placed xvii, —- (O)F. chambre — Pr. cambra, 
Sp., Pg. cámara, Yt. camera = L. camera, 
camara = Gr. kamdrá vault (cf. CAMERA). 
q The L.-Rom. word became CEur., e.g. 


Channel Islands) in which the landlord 
receives a fixed share of the produce. XVII. 
(O)F. champart:—-legal L. camp: partem 
(see next). 


OLG., OHG. kamara (Du. kamer, G. champerty tfe:mpoaiti  Tpartnership in 


kammer) room, ON. kamarr privy, Olr. 
camra privy, sewer, Russ. kdmera chamber, 
office, cell. Cf. COMRADE. 


chamberlain tfeitmbarlin attendant on a 
royal or noble chamber xt11; steward of a 
king, etc. xv. ME. cha(u)mberleyn, -laine, 
occas, -ling - OF. chamberlain, -lenc (mod. 
chambellan) = Frank. *kamarling (= Pr. 
camarlenc, Sp. camarlengo, It. camarlingo, 
camerlingo, medL. camerlingus), f. kamara 
CHAMBER ; See -LING!. 


chameleon komi-lion saurian reptile that 
varies the colour of its skin XIV; applied to 
certain plants having variable-coloured 
leaves xvi. —L. chamezleén— Gr. khamailéon, 
f. khamai on the ground (rel. to HUMUS)+ 
léón LION. 


chamfer tfa:mfor make a groove in xvi; 
bevel off a square edge xvir. Back-formation 
from chamfering — (with assim. to -ING!) F, 
chamfrain, f£. chant edge (cant!) + fraint, 
pp. of OF. fraindre i- L. frangere BREAK. 
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power XIV (Ch.); (leg.) illegal proceeding 
in which an outside party engages to help 
a party in a suit xv. — AN. champartie, f. 
(O)F. champart division of the produce of 
land := L. campi pars ‘part of the field or 
land’ (see CAMP and PART, PARTY). 


champion t[e:mpion fighting man; one 


who fights on behalf of another. xir. 
—(O)F. champion — Pr. campio, Sp. cam- 
pion, It. campione :- medL. campio (‘cam- 
fiones gladiatores, pugnatores', Isidore), f. 
campus field, camp (as tabellio scrivener, 
f. tabella writing-tablet). Hence cha-mpion 
vb. tchallenge xvir (Sh.) ; fight on behalf of 
xIX (Scott). 


chance tfans fortune, accident; oppor- 


tunity. xm (RGlouc., Cursor M.). ME. 
chea(u)nce, chaunce - AN. ch(e)aunce, OF. 
cheance (mod. chance), £. cheoir fall, befall 
:- Rom. *eadére (whence also Pr. cazer, 
Sp. caer, It. cadere), for L. cadere fall (cf. 
CADENCE). Hence chance vb. xiv. cha:ncy 
tSc. lucky xv1; risky XIX; see -x!, 


CHANCEL 


chancel tfa-nsal part of a church reserved 
for clergy and choir. xiv. = OF. chancel 
(now in latinized form cancel) :— L. cancelli 
lattice, grating (the pl. form being extended 
to the part screened off became sg.), dim. 
of cancer lattice, perh. dissimilated form of 
carcer barrier, prison (cf. INCARCERATE). 


chancellor tfa:nsslox Chancellor of England, 
the highest officer of the Crown x1; Chan- 
cellar of the Exchequer (AL. cancellarius de 
scaccaria, AN. chanceller del escheqer), the 
highest finance minister xIV ; head of a uni- 
versity XIV ; diocesan vicar-general xvi ; (Sc.) 
foreman of a jury xvii. The earliest forms 
canceler, cancheler, were succeeded by chan- 
celer, later (xvi) by forms with the substi- 
tuted suffix -our, -or (cf. ANCESTOR). — AN. 
canceler, chanceler, OF. cancelier, (and mod.) 
chancelier, semi-learned —late L. cancel- 
ldrius porter, secretary, f. cancelli (see 
CHANCEL) + -dritus -ER*?; the L. word was 
orig. applied to an officer whose position 
was ad cancellos at the bars (e.g. of a court); 
in medieval times its application varied, but 
continually rose in dignity and importance. 
The term was introduced into England in 
the reign of Edward the Confessor. 


chance-medley tfa:ns me-dli (leg.) acci- 
dent not purely accidental xv; inadvertence 
XVI. — AN. chance medlee, i.e. the sb. CHANCE 
and medlee, fem. pp. of medler mix (see 
MEDDLE); sometimes misunderstood as 
‘accidental mixture’ or ‘pure chance’, 


chancery tfa-nseri court of the Lord 
Chancellor; since 1873, a division of the 
High Court of Justice. xiv. Late ME., 
reduced form of cha(u)ncel{e)rie ~ (O)F. 
chancellerie, f£. chancelier CHANCELLOR; for 
the reduction cf. ME. constorie CONSISTORY. 


chancre fæ'nkər venereal ulcer. xvi. =F. 
chancre = L. cancr-, cancer; see CANCER. 


chandelier Szndolio-z (mil.) wooden frame- 
work to protect sappers in trenches XVII; 
branched support to hold lights xvir (‘as 
we now modishly call them’, Stukeley, 
1736). = F. chandelier, f. chandelle CANDLE; 
see -IER. @ In the sense ‘candlestick, 
candelabrum?’ the AN., OF. form was 
adopted as ME. chaundeler (xiv), remaining 
dial. till XVIIL. 


chandler t[à:'ndlo: maker or seller of 
candles xiv; retail dealer (now in corn- 
chandler, ship-chandler) xvi. ~ AN. chaun- 
deler, OF. chandelier, f£. chandelle CANDLE; 
see -ER’, 


change tJeind3 alteration; substitution of 
one for another; Texchange xi; place of 
meeting for merchants XIV; money given 
in exchange xvid. — AN. chaunge, OF. 
change, £. changer (whence change vb. XIII) 
= Pr. cambiar, Sp. cangear, It. cambtare:— 
late L. (Rom.) cambidre, f. L. cambire ex- 
change, barter, prob. of Celtic origin (cf. 
Ir. gaimbim tax). In the phr. on change often 
treated as aphetic of exchange and written 


CHAP 


'change. Hence (f. the vb.) changeling 
Twaverer, turncoat; person, esp. an infant, 
substituted for another xvi; see -LiNG!, 


channel! tfænəl bed of running water 
xi (Cursor M.); tubular passage XIV; 
course, direction xvi; groove xvii. — OF. 
chanel, partly latinized var. of chenel = Pr., 
Sp. canal, It. canale:-L. candlem, -dlis 
pipe, groove, channel, f. canna pipe, CANE; 
see -EL?. Cf. CANAL. 


channel? tfía:nol (naut. plank projecting 
horizontally from a ship's side. XVIII. 
Alteration of chain-wale (xvi1), f. CHAIN (in 
the sense 'contrivance used to carry the 
lower shrouds of a mast outside the ship's 
side')4- warg. Cf. gunnel, var. of GUNWALE. 


chanson [à:s5 song. xvii (Sh). -(O)F. 
chanson — Pr. cansó, OSp. canzón, It. CAN- 
ZONE :- L. cantiónem, f. cant-; see next. 


chant tfànt sing xiv (Ch.); sing as to a 
chant xv. - (O)F. chanter = Pr., Sp. cantar, 
It. cantare, Rum. cinta s= L. cantãre, fre- 
quent. of canere sing (cf. HEN); in Rom. 
cantare entirely superseded canere. Hence 
chant sb. song xvir (Milton); tune to which 
the psalms, ete. are sung xvii; cf. (O)F. 
chant (:- L. cantu-s); see also PLAIN-CHANT. 


chantarelle, -erelle tfa:ntorel yellow kind 

of edible fungus. xvin. =~ F. chanterelle, 
modL. cantharellus, dim. of cantharus 
drinking-vessel ; so called from its shape. 


chanticleer tfzntiklis-: cock, orig. as a 
proper name. Xil. — OF. chantecler (mod. 
chanteclair), proper name of the Cock in 
the fabliau of Reynard the Fox, f. chanter 
CHANT+ cler CLEAR; the sp. with -z- occurs 
in MSS. of Chaucer’s works. 


chantry tfa-ntri endowment for a priest 
to pray for the departed xiv; chapel, etc., so 
endowed xv. = OF. chanterie, f. chanter 
sing, CHANT; see -ERY, -RY. 


chanty var. of SHANTY?. 


chaos keros Tchasm, abyss (as in Luke xvi 
26) xv; primordial formless void xv1; utter 
confusion XVII (Sh.). = F. chaos or L. chaos 
~ Gr. khdos vast chasm, void, f. IE. base 
*ghaw- hollow. Hence chaotic. keio«tik. 
XVIII; after erotic, hypnotic; cf. F. chaotique. 


chap! tfæp open fissure, spec. in the skin. 
xiv (Trevisa). rel. to chap vb. (north. dial. 
and Sc.) strike xiv; crack in fissures xv; 
similar in meaning to (M)LG., (M)Du. 
kappen (whence G. kappen chop off) and to 
CHOP, but initial ch cannot be explained. 


chap? tfæp jaw, chiefly pl. xvi. Somewhat 
later in appearance than the synon. CHOP! 
(occurring in Dunbar as choip); of unkn. 
origin. 

chap? tfæp (dial.) purchaser, customer 
Xv1; 'fellow', (young) man xvii. abbrev. of 
CHAPMAN; for the sense-development cf. 
callant, customer. Hence cha: ppie, -~y xix; 
see -Yf; orig. Sc. 
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CHAPAREJOS 





chaparejos t[epárerhous stout leather 


trousers. XIX. Mex. Sp. 


chaparral fæpəræ'l (U.S.) dense brush- 
wood. XIX. — Sp. chaparral, f. chaparro 
evergreen oak-+--al (denoting a plantation, 
as in almendral). 


chap-book tfa:pbuk collector’s name for 
specimens of popular literature formerly 
hawked by itinerant dealers. x1x (Dibdin). 
f. chap in CHAPMAN - BOOK. 


chape tJeip metal plate covering an object. 
xiv. —(O)F. chape cope, hood (whence Sp., 
Pg. chapa) in techn. uses; see CAPE. 


chapel tfa'pəl oratory in a large house, etc. 
XIII ; compartment (with an altar of its own) 
of a church xiv ; parochial place of worship 
dependent upon a church xv; noncon- 
formist place of worship xvii; printing 
office, association of journeyman printers 
xvii. — OF. chapele (mod. chapelle) = Pr., 
Pg. capella, Sp. capilla, It. cappella :—- med L. 
cappella (dim. of cappa CAPE’), orig. the 
sanctuary devoted to the preservation of 
the cloak (cappella) of St. Martin of Tours, 
later (c. 800) extended to oratories attached 
to palaces or the like, and to parochial 
places of worship other than churches; cf. 
CHAPLAIN. Hence cha:pelry. xvi. 


chaperon fæ'pəroun A. thood, cap xiv; 
B. woman who accompanies a young un- 
married woman as protector (often spelt 
-0ne, as if a fem. ending were required) 
xvIII (Mrs. Delany). ~(O)F. chaperon, f. 
chape cope, CAPE’. Sense B appears to have 
arisen from the application of the sb. and 
of the vb. chaperonner (whence cha: peron 
vb. xvii, Jane Austen) to protection of 
various kinds. 


chaplain tfe-plin clergyman (orig.) serving 

a chapel. xir. Early ME. capelein, super- 
seding OE. capellán and superseded by 
chapelein - AN., OF. capelain, chapelain — 
Pr., Sp. capellan, It. cappellano :- medL. 
cappelldnus orig. custodian of the cloak of 
St. Martin, f. cappella CHAPEL; see -AN. 
Hence cha:plainnv. xvi. 


chaplet t[e:plit wreath for the head xiv 
(ane rose of his chaplet, Barbour); string of 
beads in the rosary xvii. —(OJF. chapelet 
orig. a crown of roses, dim. of chapel (mod. 
chapeau hat) = Pr. capell, It. cappello, etc. 
:- Rom. *cappellu-s, dim. of cappa hood, 
CAPE! ; see -ET. The application to the rosary 
arises from the orig. rose form of the beads. 


chapman tjz‘pmon (arch.) trader, dealer 

OE.; tpurchaser, customer (CHAP?) XIII. 
OE. ččapman = (M)Du. koopman (cf. 
COPER), OHG. koufman (G. kaufmann); 
WGerm. comp. of *kaup- (see CHEAP) and 
MAN. 


chapter tfa-pter main section of a book 
xni; general assembly of members of a 
religious community or collegiate church 
(orig. with ref. to the reading of a chapter 





CHARE 


of Scripture or of the Rule, e.g. ad capitulum 
convenire orig. to meet for the reading of 
the chapter) xiv ; members of this xv. ME. 
chapiter, later chapter (xiv) — (O)F. chapitre, 
earlier chapitle (which was also adopted in © 
ME.), corr. to Pr. capitol, Sp. cabildo, Yt. 
capitolo —- L. capitulum small head, CAPITAL 
of a column, section of a law, (in Christian 
use) chapter of a book, dim. of caput HEAD. 


char! tíaài small fish of the trout kind. 
xvii. Of unkn. origin; appears to be 
specially assoc. with the n.w. Mlidlands; 
perh. of Celtic origin. 





char? tía: reduce to charcoal, scorch. xvir. 
Presumably the first syll. of CHARCOAL ap- 
prehended as a verbal element; cf. synon. 
and contemp. chark, which arose from the 
analysis of charcoal as tchark coal (xvI). 


char? tíàr (i) var. of CHARE sb. from xir; 
(ii) short for CHARWOMAN XIX. Hence as vb. 


char-a-banc [e:robzerg long vehicle with 
transverse seats looking forward. xix (Lady 
Morgan, Byron). = F. char-à-bancs lit. 
‘carriage with seats’ (see CAR, BANK?), in its 
earlier form a long light carriage open or 
only curtained at the sides. Colloq. abbrev. 
chara [ero charry jeri. xx. 


character kz'riktoi distinctive mark xiv; 

graphic symbol xv; sum of mental and 
moral qualities XVIl; personage, persona- 
lity xvin. ME. caracter = (O)F. caractère 
~ (mostly late) L. charactér — Gr. kharaktér 
instrument for marking, impress, distinctive 
nature, f. khardssein (1- *kharakj-) sharpen, 
furrow, scratch, engrave, prob. f. base 
meaning ‘scratch’. So cha:racterrsric. 
XVIIL. — F. caractéristique — late Gr. kharak- 
teristikós ; Tcharacterical and -istical were 
earlier. cha-racterizre. xvi. - F. or medL. 
- late Gr. 


charade fora:d riddle in which a word is 
enigmatically described or represented in 
action. XVIII. — F. charade — modPr. char- 
rado conversation, f. charra chatter, perh. 
of imit. origin. 


charcoal tja:1koul solid residue of the im- 
perfect combustion of wood, etc. xtv. The 
second element, COAL, orig. meant ‘char- 
coal’; the first el. is obscure, but has been 
referred to CHARE, as if the comp. meant 
‘turn-coal’. Cf. CHAR? (tchark). 


chard tfaid central leaf-stalk of artichoke, 
midrib of white beet. xvir (Evelyn, who 
uses card also). — F. carde, or alteration of 
this by assoc. with chardon thistle :— late 
L. cardó(n-), for L. carduus. 


chare, char t[cor, tfár Tturn (in various 
senses) OE. ; turn of work, odd job, esp. of 
household work (cf. CHORE) xiv. OE. éerr, 
WS. éterr, (late) éyrr, rel. to &erran turn 
away or aside, whence chare, char vb. 
Tturn OE.; tdo or accomplish (a job) xvi; 
(from the sb.) do odd turns of work XVIII, 
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CHARGE 


CHARTER-PARTY 





charge tfaid3 Tload, burden (material or 
immaterial) x11; task or duty laid upon one, 
custody of affairs; precept, official instruc- 
tion XIV ; burden of expense ; accusation XV; 
(from modF.) impetuous onset xvi; (f. the 
vb.) quantity loaded (cf. CARGO) xXvII. 
— (O)F. charge, corr. to Pr., Sp. carga, It. 
carica t- Rom. *carvrica, f. late L. car(vi)cáre 
load (whence (O)F. charger, Pr., Sp. cargar, 
Cat., Pg. carregar, It. car(i)care), f. L. carrus 
wagon, CAR (cf. caballicdre ride, f. caballus 
horse); cf. carry. So charge vb. Tload, 
burden xu; lay a duty or command upon; 
put to expense; lay blame or accusation 
upon XIV ; (from modF. put (a weapon) in 
position for offence; make a powerful onset 
(upon) xvi. — (O)F. charger. 


chargé d'affaires [ax1;ei dafro:1 official 
representative of a country abroad of lower 
grade than ambassador or minister. XVIII 
(Chesterfield). F. ‘one in charge of (charged 
with) affairs’. 


chariot tfe-risat fcart, waggon; stately 
vehicle for the conveyance of persons. XIV. 
- (O)F. chariot waggon, augm. of char car. 
(The form charet(te) —(O)F. charrette two- 
wheeled carriage was in concurrent use XVI- 
XVIL.) Hence chariotgg:Rl. xvii (Milton); 
superseded fcharieter, -oter (XIII-XVII) 
~ OF. charieter, charioteur. 


charisma  korrzmo (theol. free gift of 
God's grace. xvii. - Gr. Ehdrisma, f. 
kharízesthai show favour, f. kháris favour, 
grace (cf. YEARN). Also anglicized cha-risM. 
XVII. 


charity tJe-riti Christian love; bene- 
volence, charitableness; alms. The earliest 
forms were carited, karitep (x1), repr. AN. 
vars.; these were succeeded by the immed. 
antecedent of the present form, ME. charite 
(xiu) -(O)F. charité (dial  carité) — Pr. 
caritat, Sp. caridad, It. carità — L. cáritàtem, 
cdritds, whence F. cherté dearness, dearth, 
f. cdrus dear; see -ITY. 


charivari fārivā'ri serenade of ‘rough 
music’, in derision of unpopular persons, 
babel of noise. xvit. — F. (earlier chalivali, 
-vari); many vars. in F. and medL.; of 
unkn. origin, perh. echoic. €] From its use 
as the title of a satirical journal in. Paris it 
was adopted in that of ‘Punch, or the London 
Charivari’, 1841. 


charlatan [4-1loten +mouniebank, cheap 
jack; quack xvi1; pretentious impostor XIX. 
— F. charlatan — It. ciarlatano, f. ciavlare — 
Sp., Pg. charlar to babble, patter, f. imit. 
base *char- (cf. Pr. charra s.v. CHARADE). 
Some early forms (e.g. ciarlatan, Coryat) 
are based immed. on It.; B. Jonson has pl. 
ciarlatani. 


Charles's Wain t[aulziz wein the seven 
bright stars of the Great Bear. In OE. 
Carles waegn, ME. C(h)arlewayn, later 
Charles (his) wain, Carols waine, etc. ‘the 


waggon (WAIN) of Charles’, i.e. Charlemagne 
(see CARL); the name appears to have arisen 
through assoc. of the star-name Arcturus 
with Arturus (Arthur) and the legendary 
connexion of Arthur with Charlemagne. 


TCharlemagne(s) (var. tCharlmons) wain 


was used XIV-XVII. 


charley, charlie tfa-ali night watchman; 
vandyke beard (from portraits of Charles I). 
XIX. Proper name, dim. (see -v9) of Charles 
(see CARL); the origin of the first sense is 
unknown. 


charlock tfa-ilok field mustard. OE. éerlic, 

Ééyrlic ‘mercurialis’, synon. with éedelc (cf. 
dial. kedlock, tcadlock); the var. carlock is 
found as early as xv; of unkn. origin. 


charlotte fa-ilot (usu. apple charlotte) dish 
consisting of apple marmalade baked in 
bread x1x; also charlotte russe (i.e. Russian), 
custard in a mould of sponge cake. F.; an 
unexpl. use of the female proper name. 


charm! tfaiim incantation, enchantment 
xii; amulet xvi; attractive quality XVII. 
= (O)F. charme := L. carmen song, verse, 
oracular response, incantation. So charm 
vb. enchant xiv; fascinate, bewitch xv. 
- (O)F. charmer, f. the sb. 


charm? tfaim (arch) blended noise of 
many voices. XVI. Later var. of cherme (xv), 
in mod., chiefly western and southern, dial. 
chirm; repr. OE. cirm, éyrm, éerm, *éierm 
clamour, cry :- Germ. *karmjaz, *kermjaz, 
f. *karm- *kerm- (as in OE. cearm, ceorm, 
OS. karm), f. imit. base *kar- *ker- = IE. 
*gar- *ger-; cf. CARE, GARRULOUS. In its 
literary use, as by Milton, prob. assoc. with 
prec. 


charnel tfa-snol mortuary XIV; now only 
charnel house (xvi). - OF. charnel :~ med L. 
carnãle (glossed by OE. fleséhis, i.e. ‘flesh- 
house"), sb. use of n. of late L. carndlis 
CARNAL. 


charpoy tfa1poi light Indian bedstead. 
xIx. — Hind. chdrpdi- Pers. chahdrpdi, lit. 
four-footed (chaharpd quadruped, bedstead ; 
see FOUR, FOOT). 


charqui t(à-1ki jerked beef. xvii1. - Quichua 
echarqui dried slice of flesh or hung beef. 
Cf. JERK’, 

chart tfait map (now in restricted sense). 
xvi (Digges). — L. charta (whence F. charte) 
— Gr. khártés, perh. of Egyptian origin. 


charter tfa-1te1 document conveying a 
privilege or right. xi. = OF. chartre = L. 
chartula, dim. of charta CHART (cf. the 
phonology of chapitre CHAPTER). 


charter-party tfa-1terpa:ti deed between 
owners and merchants for hire of a ship 
and delivery of the cargo. xv. Earliest forms 
chartwrpartte, chart parte, chartipartie - F. 
charte partie = medL. charta partita ‘divided 
charter', i.e. deed written out in duplicate 
and then divided like an indenture. The 
first part of the term was assim. to CHARTER. 


[164] 


CHARTERHOUSE 


Charterhouse see CARTHUSIAN. 


Chartist tfa-1tist (hist.) one of the body of 
Eng. political reformers who upheld ‘the 
People's Charter! of 1837. f. L. charta (used 
in the sense of ‘charter’)-+ -IST. 


chartreuse faitré-z liqueur made at La 
Grande Chartreuse, near Grenoble. xix. 
F., fem. of chartreux CARTHUSIAN. @ Char- 
treux was used for Carthusian by Lydgate, 
Shakespeare, Cowley, and Pope, and for 
Charterhouse by Johnson. 


chartulary see CARTULARY. 


charwoman t[á:rwu:non woman hired to 
do household jobs. xvi (also charewoman 
XVII). f. CHAR, CHARE-d- WOMAN. 


chary tfeari fsorrowful OE.; Tdear, pre- 
cious XIV; careful, frugal xvi. OE. écearig, 
*cerig = OS. carag (in módcarag sorrow- 
ful at heart), OHG. charag :- WGerm. 
*karazaz, f. *karó CARE; see -v!. 


Charybdis  koribdis whirlpool on the 
coast of Sicily opposite the It. rock Scylla, 
with which it is proverbially coupled. xvt 
(Tottel’s Miscellany, Ascham, Baxon, Sh.). 


chase! tfeis hunting, pursuit. x111(RGlouc.). 
— OF. chace (mod. chasse) = Pr. cassa, Sp. 
caza, It. caccia :— Rom. *captia, f. *captidre. 
So chase vb. pursue, drive away x111 (Cursor 
M.); hunt xiv. — OF. chacier (mod. chasser) 
= Pr. cassar, Sp. cazar, It. cacciare += Rom. 
*captiare, for L. captdre, frequent. of capere 
take (cf. HEAVE). See CATCH. 


chase?’ tfeis adorn (metal) with engraving. 
XIV. contemp. with synon. enchase, of which 
it may be an aphetic deriv.; perh. - (O)F. 
enchásser enclose in a reliquary, put a gem 
in a setting (of which the Eng. use may be 
a spec. development), f. en EN---chásse 
casket, reliquary :~ L. capsa CASE?, 


chase? tfeis A. (typogr.) frame in which 
composed type is locked up xvir; B. cavity 
of a gun-barrel xvii. perh. —- F. cas enclo- 
sure, châsse setting, casing, case :— L. capsus 
enclosed receptacle (cf. It. casso chest), and 
capsa repository, box, CASE? ; but it is doubt- 
ful whether A and B should be coupled. 


chasm kez-zm deep cleft or fissure (earlier 
in Gr.-L. form); intervening blank or 
hiatus. Xvit. —L. chasma - Gr. khásma 
yawning hollow, rel. to khainein gape. 


chassé fz‘sei perform the gliding step 
called chassé. xIx (also chassez, -ey). —imper. 
of F. chasser CHASE!, or some other part of 
the vb. similarly pronounced. 


chassis fæ'si +twindow-frame, SASH XVII 
(Evelyn); base-frame of a carriage xix. = F. 
chássis :- Rom. *capsicium, f. L. capsa CASE? 

chaste tfeist sexually pure. xm. —(O)F. 
chaste, semi-pop. — L. castus. So cha‘stity. 


xil. ME. chastete-(O)F. chasteté-L. 
castitds: later assim. to L. spelling. 


CHAUVINISM 


chasten  tjersn discipline, chastise xvr 
(Tindale) ; restrain from excess x1x. Exten- 
sion (with -EN?) of Tchaste vb. xii (- OF. 
chastier += L. castigãre CASTIGATE), which it 
superseded. 


chastise tfzstai-z correct the faults of; 
inflict punishment on. xiv. Of doubtful 
origin ; prob. (like CHASTEN) a new formation 
on tchaste vb., or its var. tchasty (both x11), 
after vbs. in -Zser or -iss- (-?r) ; see IZE, -ISH°. 
Formerly pronounced also chavstise. Hence 
chastiseMENT tfe-stizmont. XIV. 


chasuble tjze:zjübl (eccl) sleeveless vest- 
ment with a hole to put the head through. 
xui. ME. chesible - OF. chesible (cf. AL. 
cassibula X111); vars. of this were in use till 
XVI; from xvii superseded by chasuble 
- (O)F. chasuble :- late L. casubla, obscure 
alteration of L. casula little cottage, hut, 
hooded cloak (Isidore, Augustine), dim. of 
casa house. 


chat! tfet tchatter xIv-xv; converse easily 
and familiarly xvi. Shortening of CHATTER. 
So chat sb. xvi. Hence chatty; see -y?. 


chat? tfaet small bird, esp. of the warbler 
kind. xvii. prob. imit. of their note. Also 
in furze-chat, gorse-chat, whinchat. 


chatelaine fæ-tilein mistress of a castle, 
etc.; chains on girdle bearing articles of 
domestic use. x1x. — F. châtelaine, fem. of 
châtelain lord of a castle (earlier chastelain, 
with var. cast-, both adopted in Eng. x1v) = 
Pr., Sp. castellan, It. -ano += L. castellánus, 
f. castellum CASTLE (see -AN). 


chattel tfæ-tl tproperty xii (in pl. chateus) ; 
movable possession; property other than 
real estate xvi. — OF. chatel (the var. is repr. 
by catel CATTLE) == Pr. captal ~~ medL. 
capitále; see CAPITAL. 


chatter tfe-tor (of birds and men) utter 

a rapid succession of vocal sounds. XIII. 
imit., of frequent. formation; see -ER®. 
Hence sb. xu. chatterbox tfe-toiboks 
habitual chatterer. xix. f. prec. after 
Tbrattle-box (xvir-xvur), which itself was 
prob. modelled on sauce-box (xv1; cf. ‘Why 
sauceboxes must you be pratling ?' 1588). 


chatty tfz-ti 
- Hindi chát. 


Indian water-pot. XVIII. 


chauffeur [ou:f31 driver of a motor-car. 
xX. F. ‘stoker’, fireman’, f. chauffer heat up, 
CHAFE = Pr. calfar :- Gallo-Rom. *calefare, 
for L. calefacere (see CALEFACTION). 


chauvinism fou'vinizm exaggerated belli- 
cose patriotism, jingoism. 1870. -F. 
chauvinisme (1843), f. name of Nicolas 
Chauvin, a veteran of the First Republic 
and Empire, noted for demonstrative 
patriotism, and popularized as the name of 
a character in ‘La Cocarde tricolore’, 1831, 
by the brothers Cogniard; see -IsM. 
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CHAVENDER 


CHEFFONIER 





chavender tfz-vinder chub. xv. rel. to 
CHEVIN (cheueyne, XV). 


chaw-bacon tfi-bei:kn country bumpkin. 
XIX. f. chaw, var. of CHEW-+ BACON. 


chawbuck t(o:bAk whip (in India). xvu. 


f. Pers. and Urdu chábuk horse-whip. Hence 
vb. xvir. Cf. CHABOUK. 


cheap t[ip adj. low-priced; adv. at a low 
price. XVI. ellipt. for tgood cheap (compar. 
better cheap) x1iv—xvit, for earlier tto greate 
cheape, tat good cheape x1v-xv 'as a great 
or good bargain', phr. formed, after (O)F. 
à bon marché ‘at good market’, on ME. chép, 
OE. ¢ééap barter, bargain, price, market = 
OF ris. kdp, OS. kop (Du. koop), OHG. kouf 
(G. kauf):- WGerm. *kaupa (cf. ON. 
kaup :—- *kaupam); rel. to OE. éciepan (:- 
*kaupjan) and ¢éapian trade, bargain (ME. 
chépe) = Du. koopen (cf. corer), G. kaufen, 
Goth. kaupón; all based on an early Germ. 
adoption of L. caupó small tradesman, inn- 
keeper (cf. caupónari traffic) and so belong- 
ing to the same stratum of adoptions as 
MONGER. Q OE. ceap survives in the proper 
names Cheapside, East Cheap, Chepstow 
(OE. céapstów market-place), Chapman (OE. 
céapmann CHAPMAN), and the verb in Chip- 
ping (Campden, Norton, etc.). Cf. also 
CHAP?, 


cheat tfit Tescheat xiv; Tbooty, spoil; 
T(thieves' cant) stolen thing, (gen.) thing, 
article xvi; fraud; deceiver, impostor xvii. 
Aphetic of ESCHEAT. The two last senses 
are from the vb., which appears xv with the 
sense ‘escheat’, and from xvi with the sense 
‘defraud, deceive’; but cheater is earlier 
(xiv) - AN. chetour, fox eschetour, and had 
the specific sense ‘dishonest gamester’ 
(xvi-xv11). 


chebec see XEBEC. 


check! tfek threat to the king at chess XIV; 

Tattack, reprimand xiv; (from the vb.) 
arrest, stoppage, restriction XVI; counter- 
foil, identifying token (cf. CHEQUE) XVIII. 
Aphetic - OF. eschec (mod. échec), altera- 
tion of *eschac (pl. -as) = Pr. escac, Sp. 
Jaque, Pg. xaque, It. scacco :- Rom. (medL.) 
$caccu-s — Arab. — Pers. shāh king, SHAH; 
cf. CHECKMATE, CHESS, EXCHEQUER. So 
check vb. put in check, arrest, stop. xiv. 
Aphetic — OF. eschequier, f. eschec. 


check? tfek pattern of cross lines forming 
squares. XIV; also vb. xv. prob. short for 
checker, CHEQUER. 


checkmate tJe-kmei:t call at chess at the 
move which puts the king into inextricable 
check. xiv. Aphetic- OF. eschec mat — 
Pr. escac mat, It. scaccomatto, etc. — Pers. 
shàh mát the king is helpless; see cngck! 
and MAT?, Hence as vb. xiv. 


Cheddar t[e:dor epithet of a cheese named 
after a Somerset village. xvi. 


chee-chee, chi-chi t[itfi minced English 
of half-breeds in India. xvin. perh. - 
Hindi chhichhi fie! excl. attrib. to Eurasians, 
if not merely imit. of affected pronunc. 


cheek tfik tjaw, jawbone; fleshy side of 
the face OE.; side, side-piece (in techn. 
uses) xtv ; (colloq.) insolence, cool assurance 
XIX. OE. (éoce — OF'ris. ziáke :- WGerm. 
*heukón; varying with OE. ééace, ééce = 
(M)LG. Rkáke, kéke, MDu. káke (Du. kaak) 
: WGerm. *k&kón; there are no known 
cogns. outside WGerm. Hence chee-ky! xix. 


cheep tfip utter shrill feeble sounds. xvr. 
In early use only Sc. (Dunbar, G. Douglas, 
Lyndesay) ; of imit. origin; cf. PEEP?. 


cheer tfio1 Tface, visage ; disposition, mood 
(only arch. in What cheer ?, be of good cheer, 
etc.) ; kindly reception XIII ; fare, provisions 
XIV ; (from the vb.) shout of encouragement 
or welcome xviir (‘We gave them a cheer, 
as the seamen call it’, Defoe). ME. chere 
~ AN. chere, OF. chiere face (mod. chère in 
phr. faire bonne chère give a welcome, feed 
well) = Pr., Sp. cara face (not in It. or 
Rum.) :- late L. cara face = Gr. kárä head. 
Hence cheer vb. make cheerful xiv; en- 
courage by word or deed xv. chee'rruL! 
tjio:1fl, tf3*1H. xiv; the second pronunc. is 
given by Sheridan and Walker. chee-rly 
adv. XVI. 


cheese! tfiz food made of pressed curds 
OE. ése, *ctese, éyse = OS. Rast, R(i)ési (Du. 
kaas), OHQG. chási (G. káse):- WGerm. 
*hasjo —- L. cáseus, which is continued in 
the Rom. langs., exc. in the Gallo-Rom. 
area, where *formáticus (F. fromage, Pr. 
formatge) ‘cheese made in a form’ was 
substituted. (The L. word was adopted 
also in Celtic, as (O)Ir. cdise, Gael. cdise, 
W. caws.) Q A native Germ. word is repr. by 
ON. ostr (Sw., Da. ost) += *justaz (adopted 
in Finn. as juusto), rel. to L. jZs JUICE; this 
denoted orig. a liquid kind, the firm kind, 
introduced into Germ. areas from the South, 
carrying with it the L. name. 


cheese? tfiz the correct thing. xix. — Hind. 
= Pers. chiz thing. 

cheese? tfiz (thieves’ sl.) cheese it, stop, 
have done. xix. Of unkn. origin. 

cheetah tfi-ta the hunting leopard, Felis 
jubata. xviii. — Hind. chitd = Skr. chitraka 
speckled, variegated, f. chitra spot, mark 
(cf. CHIT*). 

chef fef head cook. xix. F., for chef de 
cuisine ‘head of cooking or kitchen’; see 
CHIEF, 


chef d’ceuvre fei-, fedé-vr masterpiece. xvIt. 
F., orig. work qualifying for mastery in a 
craft (lit. ‘principal piece of work’). 

cheffonier  [efonios. xvii. Formerly 
chiffonier and earlier chiffon(n)iére — fem. of 
F. chiffonnier tag-picker (cf. CHIFFON), 
applied to a piece of furniture with drawers 
in which needlework materials, scraps of 
cloth, etc. are put away. 
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CHEIR(O)- 


cheir(o)- kaio'rou, kairo* comb. form of 
Gr. kheir hand (which has immed. cognates 
only in Arm., Alb., and Tokh.). Also 
CHIRO-. 


Cheka tfe'kă Soviet organization super- 
seded by Ogpu. xx. Russ. che and ka, names 
of the initial letters of chresv¥chdinaya 
komíssiya extraordinary commission. 


chela kilo (zool) prehensile claw. xvii 
(chely, Sir T. Browne). modL. alteration of 
L. chélé or its source Gr. Rhélé. 


chemic kemik talchemical xvi; tpert. to 
Paracelsian medicine (based on chemical 
doctrines); pert. to chemistry xvir. Earlier 
form chymick — F. chimique or modL. chi-, 
chymicus, for alchimicus ALCHEMIC. So 
che:micaL. xvi (earlier than chemic in the 
last sense). The sp. che-, dating from mid- 
xvit, is based on Gr. khémía, khemeía (cf. 
ALCHEMY). 


chemise [ími:z woman's linen body under- 
garment. XIX (Byron). -(O)F. chemise — 
Pr., Pg., Sp. camisa, It. camicia :- late L. 
camisia shirt, nightgown (Jerome). @ Casual 
adoptions of the F. word in other senses are 
found earlier (from XI), and the L. word 
was adopted in OE. cemes, whence ME. 
kemes. 


chemist  ke:mist talchemist XVI; one 
versed in chemistry xv11 ; dealer in medicinal 
drugs xvil. Earlier form chymist —F. chimiste, 
tchymiste-modL. chimysta, chimista, for 
alchimista ALCHEMIST. Cf. cHEMIC. Hence 
che-mistnv Talchemy; branch of science 
dealing with natural elementary substances. 
xvil (chymistry). The sp. has been assim. to 
chemical. 


chenille foni-] kind of velvety cord. xvii. 
— F. chenille hairy caterpillar == Pr. canilha 
‘= L. canicula small dog, dim. of canis dog 
(cf. CANICULAR). 


cheque, U.S. check  tfek (banking) 
Tcounterfoil; written order to a banker to 
pay out money. XVIII. Spec. use of CHECK 
in the sense ‘device for checking the amount 
of an item’, with Eng. sp. perh. after ex- 
chequer. Q F. chèque is from Eng. 


chequeen see SEQUIN, ZECCHIN. 


chequer tferkər chess, chess-board XIII; 
+exchequer xIv; chess-board or chequered 
pattern XVII. Aphetic of EXCHEQUER. Hence 
che-quer vb. diversify as with a chess- 
board pattern. XIV. 


chequy, chequee tfe:ki (her.) chequered. 
xv. Aphetic- AN. eschekee, OF. eschequé, 
marked with chess-board pattern, f. eschec; 
see CHESS, -Y*. 

cherimoya t[erimoro (pulpy fruit of) a 
Peruvian tree, Anona Cherimolia. XVIIL 
(Also -oyer; cf. F. chérimolier) - modL. 
cherimolia = native name. 


cherish tfe'rif hold dear, entertain, cheer ; 
guard carefully, harbour fondly. xiv. 





CHESS 


-(O)F. chériss-, extended stem of chérir, 
f. cher dear :- L. cáru-s (cf. CHARITY); see 
-ISH?, 


cheroot .f[orü't cigar with the ends cut off 
square. XVII. — F. cheroute —- 'l'amil shuruttu 
roll of tobacco. 


cherry tfe-ri (stone fruit of) the tree Prunus 
Cerasus, not indigenous to W. Europe. XIV. 
ME. cheri(e), chiri(e) - ONF. cherise (which 
was apprehended as pl.), mod. cerzse — Pr. 
cereisa, Sp. cereza, It. ciliegia :t- medL. 
ceresia, for *cerasia, perh. orig. n. pl. of adj. 
ceraseus, £. L. cerasus — Gr. kérasos (whence 
late Gr. kerdston, kerasíá, -éà cherry-tree). 
q The L. form is repr. by OE. écris (in 
comps.; cf. ME. chirritre x11), éyrse, MDu. 
kerse (Du. kers), OHG. Rirsa (G. kirsche) 


—— WGerm. *Rírissá :— *keresjá. 


chersonese  ko:-:sonis (arch) peninsula. 
XVIL = L. chersonēsus = Gr. khersónēsos, f. 
hhérsos dry (cf. HrRsSUTE)J-nésos island. 


chert, chirt t[»:t flint-like variety of 
quartz. xviI (Plot). Local (n. midl.) name 
of unkn. origin, taken up by geologists. 


cherub tfe:rab, (as tsg. and pl.) che-rubim 
T(cherubim) seat or dwelling of the Deity 
(after biblical use) OE.; (cherub, -im, -in) 
angel(s) of the second order of the pseudo- 
Dionysian hierarchy x11 (Orm) ; t(cherubin) 
beautiful or beloved woman (Sh.); (cherub) 
beautiful innocent child xvnur. OE. and 
ME. cherubin, -im, ult. (through L. and F.) 
from O.T. Heb. kêrūbīm, pl. of kfrūb = Ac- 
cadian karübu gracious, kirūbu propitious, 
f. kardbu incline graciously. The currency 
of the word is due primarily to renderings 
of Vulgate L. cherüb, cherübin, LXX Gr. 
kheroub, kheroubim, -in, -eín. 'The forms 
cherubin, -im when applied to angels were 
pluralized in Eng. as cherubins (XIII), -ims 
(xvi), which were ousted through scholarly 
reaction by cherubim (xvit, Bacon, Milton); 
sg. cherub occurs in the Wycl. Bible; pl. 
cherubs is used by Tindale and Coverdale. 


chervil t[3:1vil garden pot-herb, Anthriscus 
Cerefolium. OE. éerfille, -felle, corr. to 
(M)LG., (M)Du. kervel, OHG. kervela 
(G. kerbel) — L. cherephylla, -phyllum - Gr. 
khairéphullon, perh. f. khairein greet + 
phiillon leaf. Q F. cerfeuil, It. cerfoglio, are 
- L. var. czrefolium. 


chess tfes game played on a chequered 
board of 64 squares. xii (Cursor M.). 
Aphetic - OF. esches (mod. échecs), pl. of 
eschec cHECK'. Hence che'ssmen the 
pieces and pawns with which the game is 
played. xv (Caxton). Partly alteration of 
chessemeyne (also in Caxton), ‘chess-com- 
pany’ (see MEINIE, which was used for the 
men in XIV); partly comp. of chess with the 
pl. of MAN (which was used for a piece 
c. 1400, after AN. home and medL. homo; cf. 
Icel. skdkmaóur). «| For chessemeyne cf. W. 
gwerin body of persons, in gwerin y wydd- 
bwyll chessmen. 
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CHESS-TREE 








chess-tree tfe'stri (naut.) either of two 
pieces of wood having holes for attaching 





the lower corners of the mainsail. XIV 
(Sandahl). f. unidentified el. + TREE 
(‘wood’). 


chest tfest box, coffer OE.; thorax xvi. 
OE. dest, *diest, cist, corr. to OF ris., MDu. 
kiste (Du. kist), OHG. chista (G. kiste), ON. 
kista (whence ME. kiste) := Germ. *kisté, 
-n — L. cista (whence also W., Gael. cist, 
Ir. ciste; cf. CISTERN) — Gr. kistë box, chest. 


Chesterfield tfe-sto1fild applied to an 
overcoat (xIx) and a sofa (xx), presumably 
named after an earl of Chesterfield. 


chestnut tfesnat (edible nut of) the tree 
Castanea vesca xvi (chesten nut); short for 
HORSE chestnut x1x. The first element is ME. 
chesteine, chasteine (xiv) - OF. chastaine 
(mod. chátaigne) — Pr. castanha, Sp. castafía 
(cf. CASTANET), It. castagna :- L. castanea 
— Gr. Rastanéà chestnut, also kastdneion, 
short for kastáneion kdruon nut of Castanea 
(Pontus) or Castana (Thessaly). The L. 
word was adopted in WGerm. as *kastinjá 
(for *kastanja), whence OE. ¢isten(béam) 
chestnut tree, OHG. chestinna. 

cheval-glass favz:lglas long mirror swung 
on a frame. XIX (Dickens, Thackeray). f. 
F. cheval horse, (hence) support (cf. EASEL) + 
GLASS, 


chevalier [evolio:1 horseman, knight xiv; 
cavalier, gallant xvu. ME. chevaler = AN. 
chevaler, (O)F. chevalier = Pr. cavalier, 
Sp. caballero, It. cavaliere :~ medL. cabal- 
lürius, f. L. caballus horse; refash. after 
modF. in xvi. Cf. CAVALIER. 


chevaux-de-frise [ovoudofri:z spiked con- 
trivance for obstructing cavalry. xv. F., 
lit. ‘horses of Friesland’, so called because 
they were first used by the Frisians to com- 
pensate for their lack of cavalry; called in 
Du. Vriesse ruyters Frisian cavalry. 


chevelure favlii:r head of hair (xv), XVII. 
In late ME. naturalized as fchevaler — OF. 
cheveleure (mod. -elure) = Pr., Sp. cabe- 
lladura, It. capellatura (now usu. capiglia- 
tura) :- L. capillātūra, f. capillátus haired, 
f. capillus hair ; in XVII — modF.; see -URE. 

chevin tfe-vin chub. xv. — OF. chevenne, 
chevesne (mod. chevanne):- Rom. *capi- 
tinem, f. L. capitó orig. big-head, f. capit-, 
caput HEAD. Cf. CHAVENDER. 

Cheviot, cheviot t[e:viot name of the 
mountain range on the borders of England 
and Scotland and of a breed of sheep thriv- 
ing there, noted for their fine thickset wool, 
from which a cloth is made. xix. 


chevron [e:vron (her.) charge of this shape 
^ XIV: mark of officer's rank xix. - (O)F. 
chevron = Pr. cabrion, Sp. cabrio rafter, che- 
vron, long-service stripe :- Rom. *caprióne, 
f. caper goat, corr. to ON. kafr he-goat: 
cf. Sp. cabriol rafter :— L. capreolus (dim. of 
caper), the pl. of which was applied to two 
pieces of wood inclined like rafters, 


CHICK 


chevrotain, chevrotin  [e:vroutein, -tin 
small musk deer. xvin. -— F. chevrotain, 
-tin, dim. of OF. chevrot, dim. of chévre 
goat :- L. capra, fem. of caper (see prec.). 


chew t[ü grind to pulp with the teeth. 
OE. é&owan, pt. ééaw, cuwon, pp. cowen) — 
MLG. keuwen (Du. kauwen), OHG. kiuwan 
(G. kauen) :- WGerm. *kewwan (cf. ON. 
Lyggva, tyggja, with j- stem and dissimila- 
tion of &), rel. to OSI. šivati chew, Arm. Riv, 
L. gingiva gum. Conjugated wk. from xiv. 
The var. chaw is now dial. or vulgar exc. in 
CHAW-BACON. 


Chian kaion pert. to Chios, island in the 
JEgean Sea, famous for its wine. xvir. f. 
L. Chius = Gr. Khios, adj. of Khios - -AN. 


chianti kiæ'nti Italian wine. xix. Named 
from the Chianti Mountains, Tuscany, the 
place of its production. 


chiaroscuro kiāroskū'rou fpainting in 
light and shade; disposition of light and 
shade. xvir. It., f. chiaro CLEAR+ oscuro 
dark, OBSCURE. 


chiasmus kaiæ'zməs figure of speech in 
which the order of parallel words in phrases 
is inverted. xix. — modL. - Gr. khiasmós 
crossing, diagonal arrangement, f. Rhidzein 
mark with the letter X (RA). 


chiaus tfaus Turkish messenger. XVI 
(Hakluyt). - Turk. chdush messenger, 
herald, sergeant. Cf. F. chiaoux. 


chibouk  tfibü'k Turkish tobacco-pipe. 
XIX (chibouque, Byron). - Turk. chibük 
small stick, tube of pipe, pipe, partly 
through F. chibouque. 


chic fik good style; stylish. xix. = F. chic 
(in artist's slang X1x), perh. identical with 
chic (xvi) trickery in legal matters, (in 
Walloon) skill in conducting legal cases 
(- MLG. schick order, skill), or joc. shorten- 
ing of chicane (see next). 


chicanery fikei‘nori legal trickery, quib- 
bling. xvit (Overbury). =F. chicanerve, f. 
chicaner pursue at law (xv, Villon), quibble, 
wrangle, of unkn. origin; see -ERY. So 
chicane sb. xvii (Locke). - F., f. the vb. ; 
chica‘ne vb. use chicanery, quibble. xvi. 
- F. chicaner. «|j "We have hardly any words 
that doso fully expresse the French clinguant, 
naïveté, ennui, bizarre, concert, fagonter, 
chicaneries, consommé, emotion, defer, effort, 
chocq, entours, débouche (Evelyn, Letter to 
Sir P. Wyche, 20 June 1665). 


chicha tfitfə fermented liquor of S. 
America. xvii. Amer. Sp. 


chick tfik chicken. xiv. Shortening of 
CHICKEN, which prob. lost the final n, like 
pps. and such words as seven, in southern 
dialects (in some of which chick is NOW Sg», 
with pl. chicken). Hence chi'ckabiddy 
child’s name for a fowl xvirr; tbiddy fowl 
(Sh.), with connecting vowel. 
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CHICKEN 


chicken t[rkin young fowl. OE. éicen, 
cycen (late WS.), *¢iecen :~ Germ. *kiukinam, 
f. *keuk-, gradation-var. of *kuk- cock, 
with dim. suffix characteristic of animal- 
names (cf. SWINE); corr. synon. forms are 
(M)Du. kieken, Du. kuiken, (M)LG. kiiken, 
MHG. küchelīn (G. küchlein), ON. kjúklingr. 
Shortening of the stem-vowel was due to 
its position in OE. syncopated inflexional 
forms, as *cicnes, *cicnu; cf. weapon. See 
CHICK. Hence chi-cken-pox varicella xvin ; 
perh. so named because of the mildness of 
the disease, but by some an allusion to 
chick-pea has been assumed. 


chick-pea t['kpi dwarf species of pea. xvi. 
orig. ciche pease(n), later (to xvii) chich peas 
= F. (pois) chiche (earlier Tciche) — L. cicer 
chick-pea. .The form chick-pea, perh. 
originating in a misprint, occurs in Lisle’s 
‘Husbandry’, 1752, along with chickling 
(cultivated vetch), which was orig. ¢(h)ichling 
(xvi, W. Turner), 


chickweed t[ikwid small weedy plant, 
Stellaria media, etc. xvi. Earlier (and still 


Sc.) chickenweed (xv), so called from being 
eaten by chickens. 


chicory tfikori the plant Cichorium 
Intybus xv; ground root of this used with 
or instead of coffee xix. Late ME. cicoree 
-—F. fcicoree, mod. chicorée (Norman- 
Picard form) endive - medL. cic(h)oréa, 
for L. cichoréum, cichorium ~ Gr. kikhóreia, 
kikhora n. pl., kikhórion. Cf. succory. 


chide tfaid twrangle; dispute angrily with 
OE.; scold, reprove xin. OE. éidan, of 
unkn. origin; pt. cidde, pp. cdd, whence 
mod. chid. From xvi the conjugation was 
assim. to that of ride in chode (Coverdale), 
chidden; in recent times chided and chidded 
have also been used, beside the normal chid. 


chief tfif head man; (feudal law) in chief 
(OF. en chief, medL. in capite) holding or 
held immediately from the lord paramount 
x11; thead, top xiv; (her.) in chief on the 
upper part of the shield xv. —(O)F. chef, 
Tehief — Pr. cap, Sp. cabo, It. capo :- Rom. 
*capum, for L. caput HEAD. As adj. XIII 
(chef chyrche, chef cite, chef conseler), as in 
OF. (e.g. chef baillif, chef sire, chieve seignu- 
vie); cf. the attrib. and adj. use of head. 
Hence chie:'frv?. xiv. 


chieftain tfi-fton chief; captain. xiv. 
Late ME. cheftain, alteration, by assim. to 
prec., of earlier tchevetaine — OF. chevetaine, 
semi-pop. — late L. capitdneus (see CAPTAIN). 


chield tfild, chiel tfil tchild xiv; servant 
(as in tchalmer chiel(d) valet) xv; young 
man, lad, fellow xvi. Sc. var. of CHILD. 


chiff-chaff tfi-ftfeef one of the warblers, 


Phylloscopus rufus. xvir (Gilbert White). 
imit. of the bird’s note. 


chiffon Jifon, fi*f5. (pl.) fallals, finery xv1i1 ; 
diaphanous silky muslin xix (late). = F., f. 
chiffe scrap of paper, rag, of unkn. origin. 


CHIME 


chignon [inj?', fino*n coil of hair worn at the 
nape of the neck. xvi. — F. chignon orig. 
nape of the neck, earlier chaaignon :- Rom. 
*catenióne, f. L. caténa CHAIN ; cf. -00N. 


chigoe tfi-gou W. Indian and S. American 
flea. xvri. Earliest in F. form chique; later 
chego(e), chig(g)er, jigger; presumably a 
native name. 


chilblain t[rlblein inflammatory swelling 
of hands and feet. xvi. f. CHILL+BLAIN, 
or reduction of *chilled blain (child-blane is 
recorded XVII). 


child tfaild young human being OE.; 
youth of gentle birth (OE.). A word pecu- 
liar to English. OE. cild i= *kilbam, rel. 
to Goth. kilbet womb, inkilbo pregnant, 
quasi ‘fruit of the womb’; OSw. kulder, 
kolder (Sw. kull), ODa. Rol(l) (Da. kuld) 
young of a litter, child, have been compared. 
‘The orig. nom. pl. of OE. cild was unin- 
flected; later OE. has nom. pl. c&ldru, g. 
&ldra, whence ME. childre (mod. dial. 
childer), the addition to which of the weak 
pl. ending -(e)? produced the surviving 
standard pl. children (x11). OE. g.pl. cildra 
is repr. in Childermas Holy Innocents’ Day 
(see MAssl). As a title often sp. Childe, as 
in Byron’s Childe Harold (cf. Horn Childe 
XIII/XIV). See also CHIELD. 


chiliad ki-lied 1,000, esp. 1,000 years. XVI. 
= late L. chiliad-, -ás - Gr. khiliad-, khilids, 
f. khilioi 1,000 (perh. rel. to L. mille 1000, if 
this is :— *smilghesli ‘one thousand’; cf. Skr. 
salhdsram ‘one thousand) ; see -Ap!. 


chill tfil sb., adj., and vb. The earliest 
recorded member of this group 1s the verb 
(grow cold, which appears in late xiv. 
Its origin is obscure; in the pp. tchild 
(‘Piers Plowman' C. xvii 49) it may repr. 
an OE. *cieldan, *cildan (1- Germ. *kalpjan, 
f. *kalbaz coLD). The adj. chill (xvi) may 
be an alteration of tc/zld on the analogy of 
cool, cold; the sb. chill (xvii) is f. the vb. 
and is not a continuation of ME. Tche(e)le :— 
OE. éele, ciele (:= *kaliz, f. *kalan be COLD). 
Hence chi-lly xvi; see -v!. Cf. CHILBLAIN. 


chilli, chilly tfili dried pod of capsicum. 
XVII. — Sp. chile, chili — Aztec chilli. 


chimæra kaimiə'rə, kim- (Gr. myth.) 
fire-breathing monster ; horrible phantasm ; 
wild fancy. xvi. = L. chimæra - Gr. khí- 
maira she-goat, monster, f. khímaros he-goat. 
Preceded xiv-xvi by an anglicized form 
Tchimere (cf. F. chimére). So chimericar: 
kime'rikol. xvii; after F. chimérique. 


chime! tfaim tcymbal x111; }apparatus for 
striking bells xv; set of bells or of sounds 
produced by them xv1; (musical) concord, 
harmony xvii. ME. chimbe, chymbe, chim(e), 
prob. arose from chym(b)e bell (x11I-xv), 
which may have been an analysis of a ME. 
*chimbel -- OE. cimbal - L. cymbalum cvM- 
BAL. So chime vb. tmake a musical sound 
XIV; accord or join in harmoniously XVII. 
The relation of sb. and vb. is not clear. 
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chime?, chimb t[aim projecting rim of a 
cask. xiv (Ch.). prob. identical with the sb. 
occurring in OE. dimstdn base, pedestal, 
cimiren clamp-iron, cimbing joint, corr. to 
MDu. kimme (Du. kim) edge of a cask, 
MLG. kimme, kimm (whence G. kimme), 
perh, rel. to COMB. 

chimere tfimio-z, fi- kind of tabard, spec. 
that worn over the rochet by bishops. XIV 
(Barbour). The earliest evidence is Sc., 
with varying stress (cf. tchimmer); in AL. 
chimera (xtv); obscurely rel. to Sp. zamarra 
(whence F. Tsamarre, Tchamarre) sheepskin 
cloak, It. zimarra, cimarralong robe (whence 
F. simarre, Tchimarre loose gown xvii), 
prob. to be ult. referred to Arab. sammiir 
Siberian weasel. 


chimney t[i*mni Tfireplace ; Tstove ; smoke- 
flue. xiv. - (OJF. cheminée fireplace, chim- 
ney, corr. tolIt. camminata- late L. camináta, 
perh. orig. for camera camindta room with 
a fireplace, f. caminus —- Gr. káminos oven, 
furnace, rel. to kamdrd (see CHAMBER). 


chimpanzee  tfíimpenzr African ape, 
Anthropopithecus. Xvi. — F. chimpanzé, 
- native name in Angola, W. Africa. 


chin tfin extremity of the lower jaw. OE. 
éin(n), corr. (with variation of gender and 
declension) to OFris. kin, OS. kinni (Du. 
kin), OHG. chinni (G. kinn), ON. kinn chin, 
lower jaw, Goth. kinnus cheek; CGerm. 
*kinn- = *kenw- = IE. *genw-, whence Gr. 
génus lower jaw, Skr. hdnus jaw (with aber- 
rant h-), L. gena cheek, Olr. gin mouth, 
W. gen jaw, chin (cf. further Gr. gndthos, 
Lith. žándas jaw). 

china tfai-no fine semi-transparent earthen- 
ware. Short for china ware, 1.e. ware from 
China. The Pers. form chini (prop. adj.), 
widely diffused in the East, gave rise to 
Eng. chiny (xvi), chen(e)y, chenea (XVII), 
whence the former pronunc. tfei*ni, t[i:ni. 


chinch tfint[ bed-bug. xvir. - Sp. chinche 
— It. cimice :- L. cimicem, nom. cimex. 


chinchilla tfintfio small S. Amer. rodent. 
XVII. = Sp. chinchilla, dim. of chinche (see 


prec.). 


chin-chin tfi-ntfin (colloq.) phr. of saluta- 
tion. XVIII. - Chinese £'sing t'sing. 


chine! tíain Tcleft, chink OE. ; (generalized 
from place-names in Hampshire and the 
Isle of Wight) deep narrow ravine cut by 
a stream. XIX. OE. dinu = MDu. kéne (Du. 
keen), f. Germ. base *ki- burst open, repr. 
also by OE. dinan = OS., OHG. kinan, 
Goth. keinan sprout, shoot forth, CHIT". 


chine? tfain spine, backbone. xiv. Aphetic 
~ OF. eschine (mod. échine) = Pr. esquina, 
Sp. esquena, It. schiena:- Rom. *skina, 
blending of Germ. *skin- (in OHG. scina, 
G. schiene) and L. spina SPINE. 


chine? tíain projecting rim. xv. Unexpl. 
var. of CHIME*. 


Chinese tfaini-z pert. to (native of) China. 
XVII. f. China (Indian name) ---EsE. Earlier 
Chinnish and Chinian (xvi) were used; and 
in XVII. Chinenses pl. (Burton), Chinensian, 
Chinesian, Chino (- OSp.), Chinois (Purchas) 
(- F.). Chinese is now invariable for the pl. ; 
formerly Chineses was regular; a new sg. 
Chinee tfaini: (xix, Bret Harte 1870) is of 
U.S. origin, as is also Chink tfink (xx), an 
irreg. formation. 


chink? tfink fissure, cleft; slit. xvi. prob. 
of dial. origin; rel. in some way, as yet un- 
determined, to CHINE. 


chink? tfink make a sharp ringing sound. 
XVI. imit.; cf. Du. kinken. Hence as sb. 
the sound ; (sl.) money xvi. 


Chinook t[inu:k jargon based on English 
used by N. Amer. Indians. xix. Name of 
an Indian tribe on Columbia River, N. 
America, with which intercourse was car- 
ried on by the Hudson Bay Company. 


chintz tfints varicoloured cotton cloth with 
floral designs. xvit. Fanciful sp. of chints, 
orig. pl. of chint - Hindi chint (also Marathi 
chit, whence F. chite, Pg. chita) += Skr. 
chitra variegated (cf. CHIT’). 


chip tíip small thin piece of wood, stone, 
etc. xiv. repr. OE. cipp, éyp beam, corr. to 
OS. kip post, kipa stave (Du. kip beam of 
a plough), OHG. chipfa (G. dial. kipf, kipfe) 
axle, stave, ON. keppr stick, staff. ‘The 
transference of sense in Eng. is remarkable; 
the basic sense seems to be ‘piece hewn or 
cut’. So chip vb. Tchap xiv ; pare the crust 
from (bread) xv; crack and break open XYI; 
cut with an axe or adze XVII ; cf. OE. *cippian 
(in foréypped ‘preecisus’)=(M)LG.,(M)Du., 
kippen hatch out by chipping the shell. 
Hence chi:ppy pert. to chips xviII ; dry as 
a chip, (hence) *off colour! xix; see -v!. 


chipmunk, -muck tfipmank, -mak N. 
Amer. ground-squirrel, ''amias. xix (J. F. 
Cooper). Of Algonquin origin. 


chippendale tfi-pondeil f. name of Thomas 
Chippendale, which belonged to three Eng- 
lish cabinet-makers of XVIII. 


chir(o)- kaio:r|ou, kaioro* more usual var. of 
CHEIRO-, as in chirocRaPH Tobligation, 
bond xv (cirographe, Caxton) ; papal expres- 
sion of will in writing XVI; indenture XVII. 
-F. chirographe - L. | chirographum = Gr. 
kheirógraphon ; chi rowawcyv divination 
by the hand. xv (Lydg.) - F. or L. - Gr. 
chiro-podist one who treats the hands and 
the feet. 1785 (D. Low ‘Chiropodologia’). 
f. Gr. kheir hand, pod-, pous FOOT-+--IST. 


chirp tf{5zp utter a short sharp thin sound. 
xv. Symbolical modification of earlier chirk 
(xiv, Ch.; cf. OE. dearcian ‘stridere’) or 
chirt (xiv, Ch.) Hence chirrup tJi'rep 
xvi; a modification due to strong trilling 
of the r. 
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CHIRURGEON 


CHOCOLATE 





chirurgeon, etc., see SURGEON, etc. So 
chirurgical kaior3-1d3zikel surgical. xvt. 
= F. cirurgical or medl. cirurgicalis, f. 
cirurgicus. 


chisel t[izl cutting tool with the edge 
transverse to the axis. xiv. — ONF. chisel 
(mod. ciseau, in pl. scissors) = Pr. cizel, 
Cat. sisell (whence Sp. cincel, Pg. cinzel) :— 
Rom. *cisellum, for *cxsellum (whence It. 
cesello) after late L. cisévium (see scissors), 
f. cis-, var. of cas-, stem of cadere cut (cf. 
CJESURA). 


chit? tfit young of a beast xiv (Wycl. Bible); 
very young person; (potato) shoot xvii. 
perh. repr. obscurely OE. cip, ME. chithe 
shoot, sprout, seed, mote (in the eye), corr. 
to OS. *£ió (in cidlek tax on fagots), MDu. 
kyt, OHG. -kidi (MHG. kide, kit) sprout; 
f. Germ. *Ki- split (cf. CHINE). 


chit? tfit 
xvill. Shortening of tehitty (xvi1) - Hindi 
chittht, Marathi chitti:-Skr. chitra spot, 
mark; see CHINTZ. 


chit-chat tfi'ttfæt. 
on CHAT?. 


chitin kai-tin (zool., chem.) substance of 
the elytra of insects, etc. xix. — F. chitine, 
irreg. f. Gr. khitón tunic, coat of mail, of 
Sem. origin; see -IN. Q Chiton kai'ton is 
the name of a genus of molluscs whose shell 
consists of a series of plates. 


chittagong t[itogon breed of domestic 
fowls. xIx. f. Chittagong in Bengal, India. 


chitterlings tfi-torlinz smaller intestines 
of beasts used as food. xr (cheterlingis). 
orig. form uncertain; perh. OE. *ceter-, f. 
Germ. *keut- *kut-, whence synon. MHG. 
kutel (G. kutteln); see -LING!. The wide- 
spread dial. vars. chidling, chitling seem to 
be merely contr. forms. 


chivalrous fi-v-, (arch.)tfi-valros tknightly, 
valorous XIV; (in mod. revived use) pert. to 
the Age of Chivalry xvin (Warton 1774); 
having the virtues of the ideal knight XIX. 
Late ME. chevalrous, chiv- - OF. chevale- 
rous, f. chevalier; see CHEVALIER, -OUus. In 
its orig. use obs. before 1600, its occurrence 
in Sh. and Spenser being merely tradi- 
tional; entered in Bailey’s dict. as a word of 
Chaucer and Spenser, in J. as a Spenserian 
word ‘now out of use’. So chi-:valry 
fmounted men-at-arms, cavalry; tknight- 
hood, knightliness x11; knightly system of 
feudal times xvir (Percy 1765, Warton 
1774); chivalrous character xvi. —(O)F. 
chevalerie, Tchivalerie — Pr. cavaleria, Sp. 
caballeria, It. cavalleria knighthood, horse 
soldiery ; Rom. deriv. of medL. caballerius, 
for medL. caballarius CAVALIER. The pro- 
nunc. with f depends on mod., assim. to F. 
Hence chivalrıc -æ'lrik. xvin (Mrs. Rad- 
cliffe). Q Forms in chiv- were characteristic 
of ONF. and AN. 


xvni. Reduplication 


letter, note, certificate, pass. 


chive t[aiv smallest species of Allium. 
XIV (cive, chive). ~ dial. var. *chive (cf. 
Picard chivot green onion) of (O)F. cive = 
Pr. ceba :— L. cépa onion. 


chivy tfivi chase, harass. xix. var. of 
chevy, of dial. origin; formerly used as a 
hunting cry (‘With a hey, ho, chivy, Hark 
forward, hark forward, tantivy’ xvi11), prob. 
arising out of Chevy Chase, name of a ballad 
celebrating a Border skirmish at Chevy or 
Chevyat Chase. 


chloral kli-ral (chem.) trichloraldehyde. 
XIX. — F. chloral (Liebig, 1831), f. CHLOR|INE 
-+AL|COHOL, after ethal. 


chlorine kli-rin, -ain. 1810. Named by 
Sir H. Davy from its colour; f. Gr. khlérds 
yellowish or pale green+-INeE°. 


chloro-! kl5:rou comb. form of Gr. khlérds 
pale green, as in chlo-rophyll (xix) - F. 
chlorophylle (Gr. phiillon leaf). 


chloro-? kl5-rou comb. form of CHLORINE. 


chloroform klo:rofóim liquid of which the 
vapour is anzsthetic. xix. — F. chloroforme 
(J. Dumas, 1834), f. chloro- (see prec.)+ 
form|yl, as being a chloride of formyl (in its 
obs. sense of methenyl, CH). 


chlorosis klirou'sis (path.) green-sickness 
xv11 ; (bot.) disease of plants in which green 
parts become yellow xix. modL., f. Gr. 
khlorós green ; see -OSIS. 


chock tfok (dial) block, log xvir; piece of 
wood, etc. for holding an object in position, 
etc. xiv (Sandahl) With its var. CHUCK? 
(which is now partly differentiated in usage), 
prob. — ONF. *choque, *chouque (mod. Pi- 
card choke big log, Norman chouque), var. of 
OF. coche, couche (aod. souche) log, block of 
wood — Pr. soca stump, trunk, of unkn. 
origin. 

chock-full tfo-kfu-l (colloq.) full to the 
utmost. 'l'he rare ME. (xiv) forms chokke- 
fulle, chekefull (‘Morte Arthure’) are of 
doubtful status because of the uncertainty 
of the tradition; but, if genuine, they may 
,repr. differentiated forms of OE. céoce or 
céace CHEEK, according as the diphthong 
was rising or falling. The modern choke- 
full dates from xvii, chock-full from XVIII, 
with a var. chuck-full, which may be due to 
the gen. variation between CHOCK and 
cHUCK. Hence prob. chock adv. (xvin) 
close (up) to, and in chock-a-block (1) naut., 
said of a tackle with the two blocks run 
close together, (ii) gen., crammed close 
together. 


chocolate t[o'kolot beverage made from 
seeds of the cacao tree; paste made from 
these ground. xvir. -F. chocolat, or its 
source Sp. chocolate — Aztec chocolatl article 
of food made from cacao seeds ; this seems 
to have been confounded by Europeans 
with cacaua-atl, which was actually a drink 
made from cacao. 
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CHOCTAW 


CHOP SUEY 





Choctaw tJo-ktd name of a tribe of Amer. 
Indians xvii! ; step in skating (cf. MOHAWK). 
XIX. perh. alteration of Sp. chato flat 
(:- Rom.  *5plattu-s - Gr. plats broad, 
PLATY-), the tribe being so named from 
their custom of flattening their heads. 


choice t[ois act of choosing XIII: thing 
chosen xiv (Gower). ME. chois = OF. chois 
(mod. choix), f. choisir choose — Pr. causir :- 
Gallo-Rom. *eausire - Germ. *kausjan (so 
in Gothic), f. *kaus- *keus- CHOOSE. Super- 
‘seded ME, hire, ciire, OE. cyre Germ. 
*kusiz, f. wk. grade *kus-. Hence as adj. 
chosen, selected. xiv. 


choir, quire kwais1 cathedral or col- 
legiate church clergy; body of singers in 
a church; part of a church appropriated to 
them x11; (transf. and gen.) organized body 
of singers xvI. ME. quer(e) - OF. quer 
(mod. chaur) - L. chorus (see cHoRUsS). The 
development of quere to quire is paralleled 
by briar, friar, umpire; the sp. choir, with 
assim. to F. and L., was established xvitr. 
Choir organ (XVIII) 1s a perversion of chair 
organ (xvit), which may have been so called 
because it often formed the back of the 
organist’s seat. 


choke tfouk stop the aperture of the throat. 
xiv. ME. cheke, choke, aphetic of acheke, 
achoke (Ch.) :- late OE. acéocian (once), f. 
a- A-*-- céoce, ééce jaw, CHEEK (cf. the forma- 
tion of late ME. athrote throttle, f. throte 
THROAT). For the twofold ME. development 
of OE. -céocian cf. ME. chese, chose, CHOOSE 
from céosan. Hence choke sb. constriction. 
xvi. @ The application to the centre of an 
artichoke head is due partly to a pop. analysis 
of artichoke. 


chokee, choky tfou-ki toll station in India; 
(sl.) police station. xvii (chukey, chowkie). 
- Hindi chauki shed, watch-house, station, 
lock-up. 


choler ko:loi bile xiv; anger xvi. ME. 
coler(e) ~ (O)F. colére — L. cholera; see next. 
In late L. cholera took over the meanings of 
Gr. kholé bile, anger, and became the techn. 
name for one of the four ‘humours’ of the 
old physiologists (cf. MELANCHOLY). So 
cho-leric Tbilious xiv ; irascible, angry xvi. 
— (OF. colérique — L. cholericus - Gr. kho- 
lerikós. 


cholera ko:lora Tbile xiv ; disorder attended 

with bilious diarrboea, etc. xvIr; disease 
endemic in India, so named from the re- 
semblance of its symptoms to those of 
European cholera xix. - L. cholera - Gr. 
Rholéra. The L. word was orig. applied, 
like the Gr., only to the disease, but later 
took over the sense ‘bile’, ‘anger’ from Gr. 
kholé (see GALL). Cf. coric. 


choliambic kouliz:mbik (pros.) iambic line 
with spondee or trochee in the last foot. 
xix. - Gr. khólambihkós, f. kholiambos, f. 
khólós lame-l-fambos 1AMBUS. 


chondro- ko:ndrou comb. form of Gr. 
khéndros cartilage, for *khrondros, rel. to 
GRIND. 


choose t[üz take by preference. OE. céosan, 
pt. ééas, euron, pp. coren — OFTris. Riása, 
zidsa, OS. kiosan (Du. kiezen), OHG. 
chiosan, ON, kjósa, Goth. kiusan :- CGerm. 
*kiusan, *kaus, *kusum, *kusanaz. ‘The IE. 
base *geus- *gaus- *gus- is repr. also by 
L. gustáre taste (cf. OE. costian), gustus (cf. 
Goth. kustus taste), Gr. getiein give a taste 
of, Olr. asalgussim I wish, Skr. justis favour, 
satisfaction, jusdié enjoy, Av. zusta- loved, 
desired, OPers. daug- take pleasure in. 
The normal ME. development of the OE. 
forms was: inf. chése (xir-xvi); pt. chés 
(xu-xv), chás-e (xii1-xV1), pl. curen (X111); 
pp. 7-corn, core (x11I-xv). ‘These were super- 
seded by: inf. chdése (from the treatment of 
éedsan as with a rising diphthong), the ante- 
cedent of choose; pt. pl. (from the new pp.) 
chosen, whence sg. chose (from XVI); pp. 
chosen (from xir), partly after ON. kosinn; 
later also chose, which was in common 
literary use in xv. The frequent sp. chuse 
(XVI-XVIII) is unexpl.; the sp. choose was 
established by Bailey and Johnson. Weak 
inflexions date from xiv and survive dial. 


chop! tfop cut, hew; (dial.) strike, knock; 
Tcrack; (dial. thrust. xvx. var. of CHAP}. 
Hence chop sb. cutting blow xiv; slice of 
meat with bone xv. For the alteration of 
vowel cf. strap. 


chop? tfop barter, exchange xiv; phr. chop 
and change bargain (xv), make frequent 
changes (xv1); hence, change as the wind, 
veer XVII. First evidenced in tchoppe- 
church, trafficker in ecclesiastical benefices, 
and in phr. chop and change (‘I.. choppe and 
chaunge with symonye, and take large yiftes’, 
Digby Myst.); perh. var. of ME. chappe, 
which appears to have been evolved from 
OE. céapian (dedpian) with influence from 
chapman (see CHEAP). A sense ‘exchange or 
bandy words’ (from xv1) survived in Tchop- 
logic sophistical argument or disputant. 


chop® tfop (usu. pl.) jaws xv; opening, 
entrance (as in Chops of the Channel the 
entrance into the English Channel from the 
Atlantic) xvii. var. of cHAP?. Hence chop 
vb. Tsnap up xvi; (in hunting) kill in lair 
or covert before the quarry has time to get 
away fairly XVIIL 


chopt tfop seal, stamp; licence, passport 
XVII ; trademark, brand ; (in first, etc., chop) 
rank, quality xix. = Hindi chháp impression, 
print, stamp, seal. 


chopsticks t[o'pstiks pair of ‘sticks’ used 
by the Chinese in eating. xvu. f. Chinese 
and Pidgin English chop quick-- STICK! ; tr. 
Chinese h’wdi-isze nimble boys, nimble 
ones. 


chop suey tfop sü'i Chinese dish. xix. 
Chinese, ‘mixed bits’. 
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choragus korergos at the University of 
Oxford, a functionary presiding over musi- 
cal exercises XVII; (Gr. drama) leader of a 
chorus XIX. = L. chorãgus = Gr. khorägós, 
var, of khorēgós, f. khorós CHORUS-} *ag- 
lead (see AGENT). 


choral! kō-rəl pert. to a choir, e.g. vicar 
choral Xv1; pert. to a chorus xvir (Milton). 
- medL. chorális; see CHORUS and -AL. 


choral? korà: (often chora:le and mistakenly 
pron. as three sylls.) German choral song on 
a devotional theme. xix. — G. choral, from 
choralgesang, tr. medL. cantus choralis. 


chord! koid Tharmony xv ; (mus.) concord, 
note of a chord xvr; combination in har- 
mony of simultaneous notes XVIII. orig. 
cord, aphetic of ACCORD. 


chord? ki1d Ttendon ; line joining extremi- 
ties of an arc XVI; string of musical instru- 
ment XVII, refash. of CORD, after L. chorda. 


chore tí5o1 little job. xix. In gen. use 
derived immed. from U.S.; in Eng. dial. 
use characteristic of the south-western area: 
unexpl. var. of CHARE. 


chorea k6ri‘o convulsive disorder of the 
body. xix. Short for earlier chorea sancti 
Viti St. Vitus's dance; L. choréa - Gr. 
khoreida, f. khorós CHORUS. 


choreography korio-grafi designing of 
ballet. xvir. 

choriamb kəriæmb, choriambus ko- 
riæ'mbəs metrical foot ~ v v —. XIX. ~ late 
L. choriambus — Gk. khoríambos, £. khoretos 
trochee, f. khorós CHORUS + fambos 1AMBUS. 
So choria:mbic. xvir. 


choric ko:rik pert. to a chorus. xix. - late L. 
choricus - Gr. khorikós, f. khorós CHORUS. 
So rare Tcho-rical xvir. See -1C, -ICAL. 


chorion koo'rion (anat.) outermost mem- 
brane of the fectus. xvi. — Gr. khórton. So 
cho:roip epithet of certain membranes. 
XVIIL. -Gr. ,khoroeidés, for khorioeidés 
(xopwoeid s xvróv choroid coat of the eye, 
Galen). 


chorister ko:ristàyx member of a choir. 
xiv. ME. queristre- AN. *cueristre, var. 
of OF. cueriste, £. quer CHOIR; refashd. (xvr) 
after Tchorist or its source (O)F. choriste, 
medL.. chorista (see CHORUS, -IST). Formerly 
pronounced qui-rister. 


chorography  koro'grofi description or 
delineation of particular regions. xvi. — F. 
chorographie or L. chérographia =~ Gr. khoro- 
graphia, f. khord, khéros country; see 
-GRAPHY. 


chortle tf5-1tl Invented by ‘Lewis Carroll’ 
(C. L. Dodgson) in “Through the Looking- 
glass’, 1871; a ‘portmanteau’ word com- 
bining chuckle and snort. Cf. GALUMPH. 


chorus kó:ros in Gr. drama and dramatic 
pieces modelled thereon xvi; band of 
singers XVII; musical composition to be 
sung by this; refrain or burden xvi. — L. 
chorus — Gr. khorós dance, band of dancers 


(in Attic drama forming a body of interested 
spectators who danced and sang), choir. 


chough t[Af bird of the crow family, 
Pyrrhocorax. xiv. ME. chose, choghe, 
chous5e, chow(e), not repr. directly synon. 
E. éé0, cio. Some ME. forms, e.g. co, 
coe, chowe may be - OF. cauwe, choue — 
Pr. cava — Frank. cava (Meyer-Lübke); but 
the type cho(u)se, chough remains unexpl.; 
an aberrant form schoha (c. 1200) may anti- 
cipate it. No doubt orig. imit.; cf. Gael. 
cadhag, MIr. caog, Ir. edg, cabhóg jackdaw, 
‘the ca-er’, 


chouse tfaus cheat, swindle. xvir. Earliest 
forms chiause, chiauze; f. chiause sb., later 
chouse swindler, dupe; the forms suggest 
identity with CHIAUS, but connexion of 
meaning has not been made out. 


chow tfau dog of Chinese breed usu. 
black or brown, with a black tongue. xix. 
Short for next, 


chow-chow tfau'tfau A. mixture; mixed; 
B. Chinese dog, cHOW. xIx. Used in 
India and China; perh. Pidgin English, of 
unkn. origin. 


chowder tfau:dez in Newfoundland and 
adjacent regions, stew of fish, bacon, etc. 
XVIII (Smollett). perh. = F. chaudière pot, 
CAULDRON, in phr. faire la chaudière, said to 
be used in fishing villages of Brittany for 
supplying, with savoury condiments, a pot 
in which a mess of fish, etc., is cooked. 


chrematistic  krimotrstik pert. to the 
acquisition of wealth xvin (Fielding); sb. 
science of the wealth of nations xix. — Gr. 
khrématistikds, £. krématízein make money, 
f. khremat-, khréma money, rel. to khrésthat 
need, use, khré there is need. 


chrestomathy kresto-mopi collection of 
choice passages. XIX. — F. chrestomathie, or 
its source Gr. khréstomátheia, f. khréstds 
useful (cf. prec.) J- -matheia learning. 


chrism krizm consecrated oil OE.; Holy 
Unction; chrisom cloth xim. OE. crisma 
- medL. crisma, ecclL. chrisma - Gr. khrís- 
ma, £. khriein anoint (cf. Curist); refash. 
(like F. chréme) in xvi after L. See CREAM. 


chrisom  krrzom (orig. chrisom cloth) 
white cloth put on a child at baptism, perh. 
ofig. to protect the chrism. Differentiated 
form of prec. (cf. alarm, alarum) first ap- 
pearing in XIII (crisum). 


Christ kraist the Lord's Anointed, title of 
Jesus of Nazareth. OE. Crist = OS., OHG. 
Crist, Kriít—-L. Chritus- Gr. Khristos, 
sb. use of kristós anointed, f. khríein 
anoint; tr. Heb. mdshiay MessiaH. So 
christen krisn tmake Christian OE.; 
baptize x11 (Orm). OE. cristnian, f. cristen 
Christian (see -EN), whence Christenpom 
krirsndom  TChristianity OE.; Christians 
collectively x11; Tbaptism xir. OE. eristen- 
döm. So ChristiaN kri:st[on a, and sb. 
xvi. ~ L. Christidnus (Tacitus), f. Christus; 
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superseding christen, OE. cristen = OS., 
OHG. cristin - L.; cf. OF. crestien (mod. 
chrétien), etc. Christianity  kristie'niti 
TChristendom ; the Christian religion XIV. 
ME. cristianite, superseding (by assim. to 
L.) earlier cristiente, cristente- OF. cres- 
tienté (mod. chrétienté), f. crestien, after 
late L. christidnitds. 


Christadelphian kristade‘lfian pert. to a 
religious sect founded in 1833 by John 
Thomas (1805-71). f. late Gr. Rhristddelphos 
in brotherhood with Christ, f. Khristdés 
Curist-+adelphds brother; see -IAN. 


Christmas kri:smos festival of the nativity 
of Jesus Christ, 25 Dec. Late OE. Cristes 
masse, ME. cristes masse (Owl & N.”’), cristes- 
messe (‘Ayenbite’), cristmasse (‘Sir Gawain’) ; 
i.e. ‘mass’, i.e. festival (Mass!) of CHRIST. 


chromatic kroumz'tik (mus.) including 

notes not contained in the diatonic scale 
XVII; pert. to colour xix. — F. chromatique 
or L. chroómaticus - Gr. khromatikds, f. 
khromat-, khróma colour, fig. modification 
(chromatic music involving modifications 
of the diatonic); see -1c. 


chrome kroum chromium; hence applied 
to pigments obtained from chromate of 
lead. xix. — F. chrome (Vauquelin, 1797) 
— Gr. khróma colour (see prec.); so named 
from the brilliant colours of its compounds. 
Hence chro:mium (metallic element). xix. 


chromo- kroumou used as comb. form of 
Gr. khróma colour, as in chromo(litho)graph, 
chromosome [Gr. sóma body]. 


chronic kro:nik long-continued, inveterate 
XV; continuous, constant XIX. ~ F. chroni- 
que —- L. chronicus (in late L., of disease) 
— Gr. khronikós, f. khrónos time; see -1C. 


chronicle kro-nikl register of events in 
order of time. xiv (R. Mannyng). ME. 
cronikle —- AN. cronicle, var. of OF. cronique 
(mod. chronique) - L. chronica - Gr. khro- 
nikd annals, sb. use (sc. biblia books) of 
khronikds pert. to time (see prec.). 


chrono- krono: comb. form of khrónos 
time, as in chronology, chronometer. 


chrysalis kri:solis form taken by an insect 
in the stage between larva and imago. xvi 
(occas. with -//-). - L. chrysal(Dóis (Pliny) 
— Gr. khrüsallis gold-coloured sheath of 
butterflies, f. khriisds gold (see CHRYSO-). 


chrysanthemum krise:nbimem (orig.) 
corn marigold, (now) cultivated species of 
the genus so named by Linneus. =<L. 
chrysanthemum (Pliny) - Gr. khriisdnthemon, 
f. khrisds (see CuRyYsO-)+ dnthemon, rel, to 
ánthos flower. 

chryselephantine kriselifze:ntain overlaid 
with gold and ivory. xix. - Gr. khrüsele- 
phántinos, f. khrüsós (see CHRYSO-)+ ele- 
phant-, elébhás ELEPHANT, ivory; see -INEL 

chrys(o)- kri:s(ou) comb. form of Gk. khrü- 
sós gold, of Semitic origin (cf. Heb. hariz, 
Ass. hurdgu); chiefly in chem. terms. xix. 


chrysolite kri:sólait (in early use) applied 

to various green gems. XIII. ME. crisolite 
— OF. crisolite = medL. crisolitus, for L. 
chrysolithus - Gr. khrüsólithos perh. topaz, 
f. khrüsós - líithos; see CHRYSO-, -LITE. 


chrysoprase  krisopreiz, kraiso-, -preis 
(in early use) golden-green gem, perh. 
beryl, (in mod. min.) apple-green chalce- 
dony. xir. ME. crisopace, -pase- OF. 
crisopace = It. crisopasso — L. chrysopassus, 
var. of chrysoprasus — Gr. khrüsóprasos, f. 
khrüsós gold (see cHRYsO-) -- prdson leek = 
L. porrum. The L. form chrysoprasus 
kriso:prosos is familiar as the form used in 
A.V. (after the Geneva Bible), Rev. xxi 20. 
(Chrysopass 1s found as late as Bp. Ken.) 


chub t[Ab river fish of the carp family, 
Cyprinus or Leuciscus cephalus, ‘the worst 
fish that swims’ (Izaak Walton). xv (Bk. of 
St. Albans). Of unkn. origin; also called 
CHEVIN (XV) and CHAVENDER, TcAevender (xv). 


Chubb t[Ab in full Chubb's (detector) lock; 
name of Charles Chubb, who patented locks 
and safes 1824-33, and his son John Chubb. 


chubby tfa‘bi +thickset xvit; round-faced 
XVIH. f. CHUBd--Y!, presumably from the 
shape of the fish. 


chuck? tfak kind of clucking noise; also as 
vb. xıv (Ch.). imit. Cf. CHUCKLE}, 


chuck? tfak term of endearment XVI; 
(dial.) chick, fowl xvir. Alteration of CHICK, 
infl. by prec. 


chuck? t[Ak (dial.) lump xvir; contrivance 
for holding work in a lathe xix. var. of 
CHOCK. Cf, CHUNK, 


chuck’ tJak ‘give a gentle blow under the 
chin! (J.); throw with the hand xyr. Also 
(dial) chock (xvi). perh.- OF. chuquer, 
earlier form of choquer knock, bump, of 
unkn. origin. 


chuckle? tfa:kl Tlaugh vehemently XVI; 
cluck, cackle xvit; laugh in a suppressed 
manner XIX. perh. chokelyng (c. 1400) repr. 
an early form; f. CHUCK! (vb.) 4- -LE?. 


chuckle? tfa-kl big and clumsy, blockish. 
XVIII. prob. rel. to cHUCK?; now repr. 
mainly by chuckle-head(ed) xvitt. 


chum tfam one who shares rooms with 
another, (hence) intimate associate. XVII. 
prob. short for chamber-fellow (xvt), orig. 
a word of Oxford univ. sl., corr. to the 
Cambridge crony. Hence chum vb. share 
rooms XVIII (Wesley); chum (one) on another 
XIX (Dickens). 


chump tjamp short thick lump of wood 
XVIII; thick end-piece; blockhead xix. 
perh. blending of CHUNK and LUMP or 
STUMP. 

chunk tfank thick lump. xvu (Ray). Of 
dial. origin; prob. alteration of dial, chuck 
(xv11), var. of CHOCK. 

chupatty tfəpä'ti small cake of unleavened 
bread. xix. —- Hindi chapáti. 
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CHUPRASSY 


chuprassy tfopra-si wearer of an official 
badge. xix. - Hindi chaprdsi, f. chapras 
official badge. 


church tí3xtf, building for public Christian 
worship ; body of the Lord's faitbful people. 
OE. éirice, cirée, éyr(i)ée — OFris. szereke, 
szurka, tzierka, OS. kirika, kerika (Du. 
kerk), OHG. chirithha, kiricha (G. kirche) 
:- WGerm. *kirika (ON. kirkja KIRK is 
~ OE.) —medGr. kiirikén, for küriakón, sb. 
use (sc. dóma house) of n. of küriakós pert. to 
the Lord, f. kūrios master, lord, The word 
is widely . repr. in Slav. langs. : OSlav. criky, 
cirkovi, Russ. tsérkov’, Serb. crkva, Pol. 
cerkiew (of the Greek church), OPruss. 
Rirkis. The threefold development in ME. 
churche, chirche, cherche is evidence that the 
late OE. form éyrée indicates a rounding of 
the vowel i to ü. Hence church vb. present 


CIMMERIAN 


-late L. chymus — — Gr. khümós animal or plant 
juice, £. *khii *kheu- pour (see FUSION, GUT). 


ciborium səibö'riəm A. (eccl.) canopy, 


baldacchino; B. cup-shaped vessel for the 
Eucharistic bread. XIX, ~medL. cibdrium 
vessel for the reserved sacrament, in classL. 
drinking-cup - Gr. kibórion cup-shaped seed- 
vessel of the Egyptian water-lily, drinking- 
cup made from this; sense B above was 
prob. assoc. with L. cibus food. q Evelyn 
has the form cibarium. 


cicada sikei-do insect, the male of which 


makes a shrill chirping sound. xx (rarely 
anglicized Tcicade xv ; cf. OF. cigade). - 
cicáda, also cicdla. The following forms have 
also been used: It. cicala sika-lo, ||t{- xix 
(Byron), Pr. cigala sigilo xvni (H. Wal- 
pole), F. (- Pr.) cigale sigà-l xvir. 


or receive in church. xiv. chu:rchwaw | cicatrice si:kotris scar remaining from a 


ecclesiastic Xv1 (earlier xiv &irkman) ; male 
member of the church (of England) xvit. 
chu:rchwa-RDEN Xv; earlier terms were 
tchurchman xvi, tchurch master (tkyrk- 
master) xv, tchurch reve (x1v, Ch.). chu-rch- 
yard. late OE. (xu cyrceizrd, Peterborough 
Chron.) ; see YARD?, 


churl tf31] tman, husband; free man with- 
out rank OE. ; tserf; (arch.) peasant, rustic; 


wound, xiv. —(O)F. cicatrice or L. cicátric-, 
cicátrix (also used in Eng. from xvii). 


cicerone t[itforou:ni, sisorou:ni guide who 


shows antiquities, etc. xviii (Addison, 
Pope). - It. cicerone :- L. Cicerónem cogno- 
men of the Roman orator Marcus 'T'ullius 
Cicero; orig. applied to learned It. anti- 
quaries, later appropriated by the ordinary 
professional guide. So also in F. 


low base fellow xir; niggard, miser xvi. | cicisbeo tf[itfizbei'ou recognized gallant of 


OE. éeorl = OF ris. tzerl, tzirl, MLG., MG. 
kerle (whence G. kerl fellow), (M)Du. kerel 
 WGerm. *kerlaz, rel. by gradation to 
*karlaz caRL. So chuwrlish. OE. éeorlisé, 


a married woman. XVIII. = It. (also, sword- 
knot, walking-stick), of unkn. origin; in Sp. 
chichisbeo, in F. sigisbée. 


Herlicd= dee -18121 Cid sid, as Sp. pid title of Ruy Diaz, Chris- 


churn tf5in butter-making machine. late 
OE. éyrin, var. of *divn, *ciern = MLG. 
kerne, kirne, MDu. kerne, ON. kirnai- 
Germ. *kernjén, of unkn. origin. Hence 
churn vb. xv (also transf. and fig. xvi); 
cf. Du. karnen, MG. (G. dial.) kernen, 
kirnen. 


chut tfat, tft excl. of impatience. XIX 
(Lytton, Dickens). 


tian champion against the Moors. XVIII. 
Sp. cid chief, commander - Arab. sayyid 
lord. 


«cide! said repr. F. -cide, L. -cīda -killer, 


-slayer, f. cedere (in compounds -cidere) 
cut down, kill, as in homicida HOMiICIDE!, 


parricida PARRICIDE!, 
-cide* said repr. F. -cide, L. -cidium (see 


prec.), as in homicidium HOMICIDE’, parri- 
cidium PARRICIDE*. 


chute [üt rapid fall in a river; steep slope | cider sardor T(in biblical use) strong drink 


or channel down which stuff is shot. XIX. 
— F. chute fall, refash. of OF. cheoite, fem. 
Sb. f. pp. of cheoir :- popL. *cadére, for L. 
cadere fall; often extended to senses which 
originated with SHOOT or are still commonly 
so spelt. 


(esp. in forms ciser, sicer); beverage made 
from apples. xiv. ME. sither(e), cidre =- OF. 
sidre, earlier cisdre (mod. cidre), whence 
Sp. sidra, It. sidro := ecclL. sicera (medL. 
cisera) ~ ecclGr. stkéra — Heb. shékar intoxi- 
cating liquor, f. sha@kar drink heavily. 


chutney tJa‘tni hot relish of fruits, chillies, | cigar siga-1 compact roll of tobacco-leaf 


etc. XIX. — Hindi chatni. 


chyle kail milky fluid into which the chyme 
is converted. xvii (earlier chilus, chylus xvt). 
= late L. chylus - Gr. khülós animal orplant 
juice, f. *khu- (cf. CHYME); cf. F. chyle, 
tchile. Q The distinction between chyle 


for smoking. xviii (often segar till early 
XIX). = F. cigare or its source Sp. cigarro, 
supposed, but without direct evidence, to 
be f. cigarra cicada, the roll of tobacco-leaf 
being compared to the insect. So cigarETTE 
sigəre't, 1842. - F. 


juice produced by decoction or digestion, cilia si'liə (anat.) eyelids, eyelashes. XVIII. 


and chyme juice in its raw or natural state, 
was made by Galen. 


chym- see CHEM-. 
chyme kaim semi-fluid matter into which 
food is converted in the stomach, XVII. 
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L., pl. of cillum (cf. SUPERCILIOUS). So 
ci'liARY. XVII. 


Cimmerian simiə'riən pert, to the Cim- 


merii, fabled to live beyond the Ocean in 
perpetual darkness. xvi. f. L. Cimmertus, 
— Gr, Kimmeérios (Odyssey? XI 14); see -IANe 


CINCH 


CIRCUM- 





cinch sinf saddle-girth (U.S., from Mexi- 
can use); (fig.) sure hold, dead certainty. 
XIX. — Sp. cincha = F. sangle, It. cinghia, 
etc. :- L. cingula girdle, f. cingere gird (cf. 
CINCTURE). 


cinchona siņkou'nə Peruvian bark or the 
tree from which itis derived. xvin. -modL. 
cinchona ({Linnzus), named after the 
Countess of Chinchon, who in 1638, when 
vice-queen of Peru, was cured of a fever 
by the use of the bark, and introduced the 
drug into Europe. Q Not rel. to quinine. 


cincture si'nkt/az tgirding xv1; girdle xvi. 
— L. cinctüra, f. cinct-, pp. stem of cingere 
gird ; see -URE. 

cinder si-ndaz scoria, slag OE. residue of 
burnt substance xiv. OE. sinder = MLG. 
sinder, OHG, sintar (G. sinter), ON. sindr, 
rel. to OSI. sedra stalactite, Serb. sedra 
calc-sinter; respelt with c from xvi after 
unrelated F. cendre (L. cinerem, cinis ashes). 


Cinderella sindare-ls young and beautiful 
maiden in a fairy-tale who is the object of 
a stepmother’s and sisters’ jealousy. f. 
CINDER + fem. ending -ella, after F. Cendril- 
lon (transf. household drudge of a family), 
f. cendre CINDER +dim. ending -illon. 


cinematograph sinimæ'təgràf. 1896. — F. 
cinématographe (brothers Lumière}, f. Gr. 
kinémato-, kinéma movement, f. kinein 
move (cf. CITE); see -GRAPH. Abbrev. 
cinema sinimo 1910; after F. cinéma; 
comb. form cine- sini 1897; cf. F. ciné. 
Variants with k- have been used by reversion 
to the orig. Gr. 


cineraria sinireo'rio genus of composite 
plants. xvr. modL., fem. (sc. herba plant) 
of L. cineràrius (see next); so called from 
the ash-coloured down on the leaves. 


cinerary si'nərəri pert. to ashes. XVIII. 
— L. cinerárius, f. ciner-, cinis ashes ; see -ARY. 


Cingalese sipgeliz pert. to Ceylon. XVII. 
-F. Cing(h)alats, Pg. Singhalez, f. Skr. 
Sinhalam ; see SINHALESE. 


cinnabar srinobáàr vermilion xv; red sul- 
phide of mercury xvi. — L. cinnabaris - Gr. 
kinndbari, of Oriental origin; cf. (O)F. 
cinabre. 

cinnamon si:nomon (bark of) an E. Indian 
tree. xv. late ME. sznamome — (O)F. cinna- 
mome — L. cinnamómum — Gr. kinndámómon ; 
later refash. after L. cinnamon, cinnamum 
- Gr. kinnamon, of Semitic origin (cf. Heb. 
qinnamon). 

cinquecento tfinkwitfe-ntou sixteenth cen- 
tury. xviii (Goldsmith). it. ‘five hundred’, 
short way (by omitting mil thousand) of 
denoting the century beginning with 1501. 
So quattrocento kwatro- fifteenth cen- 
tury, seicento se'i- seventeenth century. 


cinquefoil si-nkfoil plant Potentilla reptans, 
the leaves of which have each five leaflets. 
XIII. repr. L. quinquefolium, f. quinque FIVE + 
folium leaf, FOIL?, 


Cinque Ports si nkpórts group of (orig. 
five) seaports on the SE. coast of England 
and having jurisdiction there. x11 (sink 
pors) —OF. cink porz, repr. L. quinque 
portus (see FIVE, PORT!). 


cipher, cypher sai-for A. (arith.) symbol 
by itself denoting ‘nothing’ x1v; nonentity ; 
Arabic numeral xvi; B. secret manner of 
writing; Thieroglyph xvi; literal device, 
monogram XVII; C. continuous sounding 
of a note on an organ due to mechanical 
defect xvin. late ME. siphre, sipher - OF. 
cif(f)re (mod. chiffre)-medL.  cif(e)ra, 
partly through It. cifra, tcifera, corr. to Sp., 
Pg. cifra (whence also MLG., MDu. cifer, 
sipher, G. ziffer), f. Arab. çifr ZERO, sb. use 
of adj. 'empty', and orig. transl. Skr. sūnya 
empty, f. çafara be empty. Transference 
of meaning to ‘secret writing? was due to 
the fact that older systems of cryptography 
consisted in the use of numerals for letters. 
Hence ci:pher, cy:pher vb. work sums; 
write in cipher xvi. Cf. DECIPHER. 


cipolin si:polin an Italian marble. xvirr. 
— F. cipolin or its source It. cipollino, f. 
cipolla onion (L. cépa); so called from the 
resemblance of its foliated structure to 
the coats of an onion. 


circle s3:ikl perfectly round figure. xiv. 
ME. cercle — (O)F. cercle — Pr., Cat. cercle, 
It. cerchio :—- L. circulus, dim. of circus ring 
(see circus); later respelt after L. Q OE. 
circul was an independent adoption of the 
L. word, which did not survive; cf. Du., 
Sw., Da. cirkel, OHG. zirkil (G. zirkel). So 
circle vb. xiv (Ch). -L. circuldre, or 
f. the sb. ; cf. F. cercler (xvi). 


circuit s3'ikit distance round xiv ; journey 

through an area, as of judges xv; area of 
this xvi. —(O)F. cireut- L. circuitus 
(Cicero uses it to tr. Gr. sepíoóos PERIOD), 
f. circu(myre, f. circum round, crRcUM-4- 
ire go. So circurrTION s31kjurfon. - L. 
circuitous soikjü'itos XVII; cf. medL. 
circuitósus. 


circular s35:-kjülor of the form of a circle 
xv ; affecting a ‘circle’ of persons XVII (circu- 
lar letter}; sb. for ‘circular note’ xvi. ~ AN. 
circuler, OF. circulier (mod. -aire), learned 
alteration of cerclier :—late L. circuldris, £. cir- 
culus CIRCLE; further latinized in Eng. (xvi). 
See -AR. So circulate Tsubject to repeated 
distillation xv; Tencircle xv1; move or turn 
round; pass continuously from place io 
place xvi. f. pp. stem of L. circulàre, f. 
circulus; see -ATE?. circula:Ti1ON. XVI. =F. 
or L. 


circum- s3'ikom repr. L. circum-, being 

the adv. and prep. circum round (about), 
around (orig. acc. of circus circle, CIRCUS), 
used as the first el. of many comp. vbs. and 
sbs., several of which are direct renderings 
of Gr. words in repi- PERI- (see below). 
The (O)F. equiv. is circon-; this form is 
occas. repr. by circoun- in Eng, 
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CIRCUMBENDIBUS 


CITADEL 





circumbendibus s3ikombe-ndibos round- 
about process, periphrasis. xvii (Dryden). 
joc. f. CIRCUM- and BEND? with L. abl. pl. 
ending -ibus ; perh. modelled on Trecumben- 
tibus (-endibus) knock-down blow (e. 1400- 
XVII). 


circumcise sõ'ıkəmsaiz cut the foreskin 
of. xii. = OF. circonciser, or f. circoncis-, 
stem of circoncire ~ L. circumcidere (tr. Gr. 
nepirépvew), f. circum CIRCUM-+cædere cut 
(see CÆSURA). So circumcision -si'zən. 
xII. = (O)F. - late L. (tr. Gr. mepiroph). 


circumference soika:mforons encompass- 
ing boundary, esp. of a circular form. xiv 
(Gower). — (O)F. circonférence — L. circum- 
ferentia, tr. Gr. mepijépeia PERIPHERY; 
see CIRCUM-, -FEROUS. 


circumflex s3-1komfleks accent mark ^^^. 
XVI. —L. cirumflexus (pp. of circumflectere 
bend round; cf. FLEXURE), tr. Gr. nepon- 
pevos perisbómenos drawn round, f. peri 
PERI--+spdn draw (cf. SPASM). 


circumincession -inse:fon (theol.)recipro- 
cal inexistence and compenetration of the 
''hree Persons of the Trinity. xvtt. - medL. 
circumincëssið(n-), f. L. circum CIRCUM- + 
incédere, move, PROCEED; rendering Gr. 
meptxapyors rotation, circuition, used by 
John Damascene to express the doctrine 
involved in the passage ‘I am in the Father 
and the Father in me’ (John xiv 10). Often 
altered to circuminsession, for ‘reciprocal 
indwelling’ (see SESSION), because of the 
difficulty of connecting the required sense 
with the proper form. 


circumjacent s31komds5ersont lying 
around. xv (Caxton) -L. cirumjacent-, 


-éns, prp. of circumjacére; see CIRCUM-, 
ADJACENT. 


circumlocution s3ukomilókjü:[on round- 
about speech. xv. — F. circumlocution or 
L. circumlocutió(n-), literal rendering of Gr. 
mepippacis PERIPHRASIS ; see CIRCUM-, LOCU- 
TION. Hence circumlo-cutory. xvi. 


circumscribe s35:ikomskraib draw a line 
round; describe (a figure) about another; 
delimit. xv. — L. circumscribere (used in the 
various senses of Gr. seprypáQew), f. circum 
around-+scribere draw lines, write (see 
CIRCUM-, SCRIBE, SCRIPTURE). So circum- 
scri:-pTION. XV. —- L. 


circumspect sõ'ıkəmspekt cautious, watch- 
ful. xv. — L. circumspectus (of things) well 
considered, (of persons) considerate, cau- 
tious, pp. of circumspicere look round, f. 
circum CIRCUM-+specere look (cf. SPECIES). 
So circumspe'cTION circumspect action. 
xIv (Trevisa; rare before xv1). = L. 


circumstance s3'ikomstons (pl.) adjuncts 
of an action XIII; condition of affairs XIV 
(Wyclif); formality, ceremony xıv (Ch.); 
accessory matter, detail xiv (R. Mannyng). 
— (O)F. circonstance, Teircun- or L. circum- 
stantia (tr. Gr. mepíoraow and mepioyy), f. 
prp. of circumstare stand around, surround ; 


see CIRCUM-, STAND. Hence circumsta:n- 
TIAL. XVI (Sh.); cf. F. circonstanciel (XVIII). 
circumsta-ntiate set forth the circum- 
stances of. XVII ; cf. F. circonstancier (Cotgr.). 


circumvallation sõ:kəmvælei'fən (con- 
struction of) a rampart or entrenchment 
round a place. XVII. — late L. cireumvallda- 
t10(n-), £. circumvalldre, f. circum CIRCUM--+ 
vallum rampart, WALL; see -ATION. 


circumvent sdikemvent encompass with 
evil or hostility; overreach, outwit. xv. f. 
circumvent-, pp. stem of L. circumvenire 
surround, beset, deceive, f. circum CIRCUM- 
pi 4 COME. So circumve nTION. Xv. 
— late L. 


circumvolution s3ukomvólü:[on revolu- 
tion, rotation Xv; winding or rolling round 
XVI. f. L. circumvolvere, after revolution. 


circus s3'ikos building surrounded with 
rising tiers of seats XVI; circular area for 
equestrian and acrobatic feats; circular 
range of houses xvn. = L., circus circle, 
circus = Gr. kirkos, krikos ring, circle, prob. 
rel. to L. curvus CURVE. 


cirque s3ik circus xvii (Holland); (poet.) 
circle, ring XVII; natural amphitheatre XIX. 
= F. cirque = L. CIRCUS. 


cirrhosis sirou'sis (path.) disease of the 
liver occurring in spirit-drinkers, orig. so 
called from the presence of yellow gran- 
ules. xix. modL. (Laennec), f. Gr. kirrhds 
orange-tawny ; see -OSIS. 


cirrus siros (bot.) tendril; (zool.) fila- 
mentary process or appendage XVIH; form 
of cloud having the appearance of filaments 
or wisps XIX. L., ‘curl, fringe’; comb. form 


ci'rro- (see -0-), as in cirro-cumulus, -stratus 
(L. Howard, 1803). 


cissoid sisoid (math.) curve of the second 
order, the cusp of which resembles the re- 
entrant angles of an ivy-leaf. xvii. — Gr. 
kissoeides, f. kissós ivy ; see -OID. 


Cistercian sist3fon pert. to (a monk of) 
the Benedictine order of Citeaux, founded 
1098. XVII. = F. Cistercien, £. L. Cistercium 
Citeaux, near Dijon, France (cf. medL. 
Cisterciensis) ; see -IAN. 


cistern si'stoin reservoir or tank for water. 
xHI. — OF. cisterne (mod. citerne) = Pr., 
It. cisterna :- L.. cisterna, f. cista CHEST, 
prob. of Etruscan origin, with suffix as in 
caverna CAVERN, taberna TAVERN, 


cistus srstos genus of shrubs (rock rose, 
etc.). XVI. modL. - Gr. Rístos, Rísthos. 


cistvaen see KISTVAEN. 


cit sit (arch.) ‘a pert low townsman; a 
pragmatical trader’ (J.). xvir. Shortening 
of CITIZEN. Cf. FAN*, MOB’, 


citadel si:tadel fortress commanding a 
city. xvr (Sidney). - F. citadelle or It. 
citadella, dim. of cittade, obs. var. of città 
iL. civitdtem CITY. 
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CITE 


CLAMJAMPHRIE 





cite sait summon officially xv; quote, | civil sivil. À. of citizens xiv (batayle ciuile) ; 


adduce as an authority xvr. — (O)F. citer 
— L. citare, frequent. of cre, cire set in 
motion, call (cf. EXCITE, INCITE, SOLICIT), 
rel. to Gr. kid I go, Rinefn move,OE. hatan 
call (see HIGHT). So cita‘TION summons 
XIII; quotation xvit. - (O)F. - L.. 


cither srpor zither. xvii. — (O)F. cithare 
or G. zither (cf. ziTHER) - L. cithara = Gr. 
kithárā lyre-like instrument, prob. of East- 
ern origin. 


cithern, cittern si:poizn, -Ó-,si'toin instru- 
ment of the guitar kind. xvi (cythren, 
cithron, cittarn, -ern). -L. cithara (see 
above), crossed with GITTERN. One of the 
earliest known Eng. forms derived ult. 
from cithara is citole (X1v), which is immed. 
— OF. citole (= Pr. citola), whence also 


befitting a citizen ; civilized ; refined, ‘polite’ 
XVI; courteous xvII; B. non-ecclesiastical 
XVI; non-military XVII; opp. to (i) criminal, 
() natural xvii... - (O)F. civil - L. civilis, 
f. civis citizen ; see CIVIC and -1LE. So civi-- 
lity. xiv. -(O)F. civilité - L. civilitás, 
orig. used to render Gr. politiké civil govern- 
ment, POLITICS, politeid citizenship, POLITY. 
ci'vilize. xvi. = F. civiliser; hence civi- 
lizA:TION. XVIII. 


civilian siviljan student or professor of 


civil law xiv (Wycl. Bible); tfollower of 
civil (i.e. natural, unregenerate) righteous- 
ness (Justitia civilis) XVII; non-military man 
XVII. = OF. civilien in droit civilien civil law, 
f. civil; see CIVIL, -IAN. @ Civilist was 
formerly used (xvi-xvri1) - medL. civilista. 


MHG. zitöl(e). civism si'vizm devotion to the order estab- 


citizen si'tizən inhabitant of a city, mem- 
ber of a state. XIV (citisein, citigein). — AN. 
citesein, citezein, alteration of OF. citeain 
(mod. citoyen) = Pr. ciutadan, Sp. ciudadano, 


lished by the French Revolution of 1789. 
XVII. = F, civisme, f. L. cīvis citizen; see 
CIVIC and -ISM. So i'ncivism. XxVIII. -= F. 
incivisme ; see IN-?, 


It. tcittadano (now ~ino), Rum. cetățean += | clack klek chatter x11; make a clattering 


Rom. *civitdidnu-s, f. civitds city. The 
intrusion of s, z in the AN. form was prob. 
due to assoc. with deinsein DENIZEN. 


citra- srtro repr. L. citrá on this side (see 
HITHER). 


citric sitrik derived from the citron. XVIII. 
— F. citrique (de Morveau, 1787), £. L. citrus; 


noise XVI. prob.- ON. Riaka twitter, (of 
birds) chatter; of imit. origin; cf. Du. 
klakken crack, F. claquer. Hence clack sb. 
clatter of talk xv; clapping or clacking 
noise XVI; pump-valve xvur. Cf. ON. klak 
chirping of birds, Du. klak, MHG. &lac. 


clad see CLOTHE. 


see next and -1c. So citrate xvii; see | Claim kleim demand or assert as one’s 


~ATE*, 


citron si‘tron (tree bearing) ovate fruit like 
a lemon but larger and less acid. xvi. 
~ (O)F. cttron, f. (after limon lemon) L. citrus 
(i) thuya, (ii) citron-tree, prob., like Gr. 
kédros CEDAR, an adoption from a non-IE. 
lang. ; from F. is also It. citrone, whence G. 
zitrone. 


city siti Ttown (often in biblical and de- 
rived use; a more dignified substitute for 
OE. burh BOROUGH) XIII; town of ecclesi- 
astical or political importance xiv. ME. cite 
— (OJF. cité — Pr., Cat. ciutat, Sp. ciudad, 
Pg. cidade, lt. città, Rum. cetate (castle, 
fortress) :- L. ctvitátem, nom. civitás condi- 
tion (see -TY) of a citizen, citizenship, body 
of citizens, body politic, state, (later, an 
equivalent of urbs) city, f. civis (see Civic). 


civet sivit (quadruped yielding) the musky 
secretion called by the same name. xvi. 
—- F. civette - 1t. zxibetto - medL. zibethum 


own. XIII (Cursor M.). - OF. claim-, tonic 
stem of clamer cry, call, appeal = Pr, clamar, 
Sp. llamar, Pg. chamar, It. chiamare, Rum. 
chema :- L. clamare cry, call, proclaim, call 
upon, rel. to cldrus CLEAR. So claim sb. 
xut. — OF. claime, f. clamer. Hence 
claixnawNT. xvii; primarily a legal term, 
after appellant, defendant. 


clairvoyance klearvoitans mental percep- 


tion, esp. of things concealed from sight. 
XIX (Mrs. Carlyle, Emerson). - F., f. clair- 
voyant (in Eng. also xIX), f. clair CLEAR+- 
voyant, prp. of voir see (see vistoN). In F. 
used of visual and mental clearsightedness. 


clam klem clamp xiv; bivalve shell-fish 


(orig. clam-shell) xvi. OE. clam bond, fetter, 
corr. to OHG. chlamma (G. dial. klamm), 
and MHG., G. klemme, Du. klemme, klem, 
f. Germ. *klam- press or squeeze together. 
The application to shell-fish may refer to 
their shutting like a pair of clamps or to 
their tenacious clinging to rocks. 


(cf. medGr. zapétion) — Arab. gatt azzabdd | clamant kleimənt clamorous xvi; crying, 


‘cat producing the secretion zabad'. Also 
civet-cat XVII; cf. It. gatto zibetto, Du. 
civet(hat), G. zibetkatze. 


civic si'vik pert. to a citizen or citizens XVI ; 
of a city XVII; of citizenship, civil xviir. =F. 
civique or L. civicus, f. civis citizen; see 


urgent XVIII. — L. clàmant-, clamdns, prp. 
of clàmáre cry out; see CLAIM, -ANT. 


clamber kle:mbor climb with hands and 


feet. xv. Of frequent. form, prob. f. clamb, 
obs. pt. of CLIMB (cf. the equiv. dial. climber 
XVI); see -ER*. 


HIDE?, and -1C. Às sb. pl. (after politics) xix clamjamphrie klemd3emfri (Sc.) trum- 


(orig. U.S. 1886). 


civies, civvies si-viz (collog.) civilian 
clothes. 1889. f. civi|LrAN 4- pl. suffix -(e)s. 
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pery people, rabble. xix (Scott). Of unkn. 
origin; Scott's form clanjamphrie suggests 
a contemptuous ref. to a Highland clan. 


CLAMMY 


clammy kle:mi sticky with moisture. xIv. 
f. (with -v?) clam (xiv) smear, daub, choke, 
(dial.) parch, benumb, a new formation on 
clammed, pt. and pp. of OE. cléman (clémde, 
clémd) smear, anoint, daub = MDu. 
klémen, OHG. chleimen, ON. Rleima daub, 
plaster += Germ. *klaimjan, f. *klaimaz 
clay, f. base repr. by CLAY. An earlier form 
was telaymy (X1v), with which cf. Tcleymovs 
(xv) both f. cle(z)me, OE. cléman, ON. 
Rleima. 


clamour kle:mor loud outcry. xiv (Ch., 
Gower). = AN. clamur, OF. clamour = L. 
cldmorem, clamor, rel. to clamdre ; see CLAIM 
and -ovuR. Hence cla: mour vb. xiv. 


clamp: klemp brace or band of metal. 
xiv. prob. of LG. origin; cf. Du., LG. 
klamp, tklampe (whence G. klampe), f. 
*klamp-, by-form of *klamb- (cf. CLIMB), 
*klamm- (cf. CLAM). Hence clamp vb. 
XVII. 


clamp? klzemp stack of bricks xvi; (agric.) 
stack of earth, turf, etc. XVIII. prob. as a 
brick-making term - (M)Du. klamp heap, 
rel. to CLUMP. 


clan klen group of associated families in 
Scotland bearing the same name. xiv (Sc. 
clen). — Gaelic clann offspring, family, stock, 
race, corr. to OIr. cland, (mod.) clann - L. 
planta sprout, scion, PLANT (for the sense cf. 
stirps stock, stem, race). 


clandestine  klende:stin secret, under- 

hand. xvi. = F. clandestin or L. clande- 
stīnus, f. clam secretly, rel. to celãre CONCEAL. 
Q For the L. formation cf. cælestīnus, 
intestinus. 


clang kien resonant ringing sound. XVI. 
imit. formation parallel to OHG. chlang 
(G. klang). Also as vb. xvi; perh. partly 
- L. clangere resound (as a trumpet). 


clangor kle:ggor loud clanging. xvr (Sh.). 
- L. clangor, f. clangere, rel. to Gr. klaggé 
loud cry. Hence cla:ngorous xvin; cf. 
medL. clangórósus. 


clank klenk sound as of heavy pieces of 

metal struck together. xXviI. imit. forma- 
tion parallel to MLG., (M)Du. &lank, 
OHG. chlanch. Cf. prec. and CLINK. Also 
as vb. XVII. 


clap! klep make a sharp, forcible, or re- 
sounding noise. OE. clappian throb, beat = 
OFris. klappia, MLG. klappen, OHG. 
klapfon, ON. klappa, beside OE. clappan = 
OFris. kleppa, MLG. kleppen, OHG. klep- 
fen; also OE. clepp-, cleppet(t)an; of imit. 
origin (cf. flap, rap, slap, tap). 

clap? klep (sl.) gonorrheea. xvi. Of uncertain 
origin; but cf. OF. clapoir venereal bubo, 
obs. Du. Alapoore ‘botch or Soare in the 
Groin, gotten from a whore’ (Hexham). 





clapboard klæ'pbəərd split oak for barrel 
staves. XVI. Partial tr. of Tclapholt (xv) 
= LG. klappholt = Du. klaphout, f. klappen 
çrack+holt wood (see norr). 


CLASP 


clapperclaw kle:poxklo (arch., dial.) claw 
with open hand, beat, thrash. xvr. Ob- 
scurely f. clapper--CLAW vb. (perh. with 
iron. ref. to the sense 'flatter', from the phr. 


claw the back of). 


claque klek organized body of hired 
applauders. xix. — F. claque, f. claquer 
clap (cf. CLACK), of imit. origin. 


Clare kleoi nun of the Second Order of St. 
Francis, founded by St. Clara of Assisi, 
c. 1212. Cf. F. Clarisse, Du. Klarisse. 


clarence klæ'rəns four-wheeled four- 
seated carriage. XIX. Named after the 
Duke of Clarence, afterwards William IV. 


Clarenc(ijeux klæ'rənsjū king-of-arms of 
England south of the Trent, formerly also 
called Surroy. xv. =- AN. Clarenceux (in 
AL. Clarencius), f. Clarence, an English 
dukedom named from Clare in co. Suffolk, 
the first duke being Lionel, second son of 
Edward III, whose wife brought with her 
the Honour of Clare. 


clarendon klæ'rəndən (typogr.} thick- 
faced type. x1x. Named after the Clarendon 
Press, which was first housed in the Clarendon 
Building at Oxford, erected with funds 
partly provided by the profits of the sale 
of the Earl of Clarendon’s history of ‘the 
Rebellion and Civil Wars in England’ (1647). 


claret kle-rat fepithet of light red wines, 
(later) red wine gen., (now) red wine of 
Bordeaux. XIV. orig. qualifying witne, after 
OF. vin claret (mod. clairet), which super- 
seded OF. claré (whence Eng. tclary mix- 
ture of wine, honey, etc. XIII) += medL. 
clardtum (sc. vinum) ‘clarified wine’, n. pp. 
of clardre, £. L. clarus CLEAR. 

clarify kle-rifai fillumine, make illustrious 
xiv ; make clear xv. -—(O)F. clarifier - late L.. 
clárificàre, f. clàrus CLEAR ; see -FY. 

clarion klæ'riən kind of trumpet. xiv. 
- medL. clário(n-), f. L. clárus CLEAR; cf. 
OF. claron (mod. clairon). Hence clario- 
nE'T. XVIII; partly alteration of clarinet 
— F. clarinette, f. clarine, sb. use of fem. of 
Tclarin, £. clair CLEAR. 


clarity klze:ríi  Tlustre, splendour XVI; 
clearness XVII. ~= L. cldritds, f. clarus CLEAR; 
see -ITY. (Superseded telar(e)te, clerte x1v 
- OF. clarté, tclerté.) 


clary kleə'ri the plant Salvia Sclarea. xiv. 
app.- F. clarie, repr. medL. sclarea 
(whence OE. slarie, OHG. scar(a)leia), but 
the loss of initial s is unexpl. 

clash klef loud sound of collision followed 
by a confusion of lesser sounds. Xvi. imit.; 
rel. to clack, as crack to crash, smack to 
smash, dial. swack to swash; cf. also the 
series clack, clap, clash and swack, swap, 
swash. Also as vb. XVI. 


clasp klasp sb. fastening consisting of 
interlocking parts; vb. secure with this. 
XIV. perh. f. CLIP! after the pair grasp, grip; 
for the terminal sounds cf. HAsP and MLG., 
MDu. gaspe, gespe (Du. gesp clasp, buckle). 
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class klàs division of persons or things. 
XVII (earlier Sc. in senses 'division of the 
Romans’, ‘class in a university’, ‘fleet’ xvr, 
when the L. word was current in Eng.). 
Prob. first in gen. use in the sense ‘division 
of pupils in a school, and immed. = L. 
classis each of the six ancient divisions of 
the Roman people, body of citizens under 
arms, spec. fleet, prop. levy :— *gladtis, f. ex- 
tended form of *gel- call (cf. L. caldre, Gr. 
kaleín call, clámor CLAMOUR). Cf. (O)F. 
classe. Hence class vb. xviir (earlier than 
classify). So cla:ssiFICA*TION. xviu (Burke, 
1790). — F. (1787); whence cla:ssiry. 


classic klze'sik of the first rank; of the 
standard authors of ancient Greece and 
Rome; hence more widely, of others xvir; 
sb. (esp. pl.) ancient Gr. or L. writer XVIII; 
classical scholar xix. = F. classique or L. 
classicus, f. classis CLASS ; see -1C. So cla:ssi- 
CAL. xvi. The application to the ancient 
‘classics’ may have been due in part to the 
notion that the ancient Greek and Roman 
literatures were superior to the modern, and 
in part to their predominant use in the 
classes of schools. 


clatter kla-tor make the noise of repeated 
collision of hard bodies (in ME. earliest use 
‘be shattered’ x11); fchatter, rattle through 
xiv. OE. *clatrian, implied in clatrung, 
corr. to (M)Du. klateren rattle, chatter, 
frequent. formation (see -ER") on imit. base 
* hlat-. 


clause kl5z short sentence XIII; article or 
proviso xiv (Ch.. -(O)F. clause — Pr. 
clauza —- Gallo-Rom. *clausa, for L. clausula 
close of a rhetorical period, (later) conclu- 
sion of a legal formula, section of a law, fem. 
dim. f. claus-, pp. stem of claudere CLOSE. 


claustral kl5:strol of a cloister. xv. = late L. 
claustrális, f. claustrum CLOISTER; see -AL. 


claustrophobia klóstrofou:bie (path.) 
morbid dread of enclosed places. XIX. f. 
claustro-, taken as comb. form (see -0) of 
L. claustrum CLOISTER 4- -PHOBIA. 


clavate klei-veit (nat. hist.) club-shaped. 
xix. = modL. clévdtus, f. cldva staff, club; 
see -ATE*, 


clavichord kle-vikoid string-and-key in- 
strument. xv. -medL. claávichordium 
(whence It. clavicordio, G. klavichord), f. 
L. clávis key (rel. to claudere CLOSE) J- chorda 
string, CHORD. 


clavicle kle-vikl collar-bone. xvir. -= L. 
clávicula small key, door-bolt, applied in 
modL. to the bone because of its shape, 
dim. of cldvis key (cf. prec.). 


clavier klze-vior, kloviox1 keyboard xvm; 
keyboard instrument XIX. — F. clavier, or 
its deriv. G. klavier =- L. *cláviárius (see 
-ARY), f. cldvis key. 


claw kl5 sharp horny toe-nail. OE. clawu 
(new formation on the obl. cases, the orig. 


nom. being repr. by cléa, whence ME. and 
dial. clee) = OF ris. Rlé, kldwe, OS. clauua 
(Du. klauw), OHG. chläwa (G. klaue) := 
WGerm. *klawō; another type is repr. by 
OHG. chléa, ON. kid. Hence claw vb. 


OE. clawian = MLG. kléwen, OHG. 
klàwéen. 

clay klei stiff viscous earth. OE. clég = 
OFris. kldy, (M)LG., (M)Du. klei: 


WQGerm. *klajó-, f. *klai- *klei- *kli-, 
repr. also by OE. clàm, mod. dial. cloam 
mud, clay, OE. cléman (see CLAMMY); IE. 
*oloi- *glei- *gli- smear is widely repr., 
e.g. by Gr. gloids, gliné, glia, L. glis, gluten 
(see GLUE, GLUTINOUS), Olr. glenaid remains 
sticking, OSI. gléná, Lith. glitás slippery. 
Hence clay:ey. late OE. cl%gig. See -v!. 


claymore  kleirmoor  Highlander's two- 
edged broadsword. xviir. f.Gaelic claidheamh 
klai'ov sword + mór (= W. mawr, Ir. már) 
great. 


-cle kl terminal el. repr. F. -cle - L. -culus, 
-d, -um -CULE, as in tanimalcle, article, 
corpuscle, follicle, versicle. 


clean klin Tclear; free from dirt or filth. 
OE. cléne = OFtis. kléne, kleine, OS. Rleni, 
cleini (Du. kleen, klein small), OHG. chleint, 
MHG. kleine clear, pure, delicate, fine, 
neat, small, puny (G. klein small) :- WGerm. 
*klainiz, usu. supposed to be formed (with 
-n-; cf. green) on *klai- (see CLAY), as if the 
prim. meaning were ‘shining with oil’. 
The historically orig. sense ‘clear, pure’ ts 
most nearly preserved by Eng. among the 
mod. langs. Hence cleanly kle-nli adj. 
and adv. OE. clénlié, -lice: see -Lv!, -Ly*. 
cleanse klenz. OE. cl#nsian; the mod. 
Spo replacing tclense, is due to assim. to the 
adj. 


clear klior free from obscurity, murk, or 
impurity. x. ME. clér - OF, cler (mod. 
clair) — Pr. clar, Sp. claro, It. chiaro t- L. 
cláru-s bright, clear, manifest, illustrious, 
famous, poss. rel. to caldre call (cf. INTER- 
CALATE, COUNCIL). Hence clear vb. xiv (R. 
Rolle, Ch., Wyclif). clea:rANCE. XVI. 


cleat klit wedge (spec. naut.) XIV. repr. 
OE. *cleat = MLG. *klöt (Du. kloot) ball, 
sphere, OHG. chléz clod, lump, pommel 
of sword, wedge (G. kloss) :- WGerm. 
*klautaz, rel. to *kliit- CLOT, CLOUT, and 
OE. cléot ‘pittactum’. 


cleave! kliv hew or cut asunder, split. OE. 

cléofan (cléaf, clufon, clofen) = OS. klioban 
(Du. klieven), OHG. chliuban (G. klieben), 
ON. kljúfa 3 Germ. *kleuban  (*klaub, 
*hlubum, *klubanaz):- IE. base *gleubh- 
(cf. Gr. ghiphein hollow out, as in HIERO- 
GLYPH, and perh. L. glibere peel). The 
forms of the pt. have followed similar lines 
of development to those of choose; since 
c. 1800 the pp. cloven has been mainly 
limited to adj. use, e.g. cloven hoof; pt. and 
pp. cleaved (from xIv) are mainly in geol. 
use; cleft dates from XIV. 
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CLEAVE 


cleave? kliv stick fast, adhere. The present 
form repr. OE. cleofian, clifian = OS. 
clibon (Du. kleven), OHG. chlebén (G. 
kleben) :- WGerm. wk. vb. *&libojan, -%jan, 
f. *klib-, the strong forma of which is repr. 
by OE. clifan (*claf, clifon, clifen, ME. 
clive, pt. claf, later clave (A.V.) = OS. 
bikliban (Du. beklijven), OHG. chliban, ON. 
klífa ; £. *kli- stick, adhere (cf. CLAY, CLIMB). 
Cleft dates from xvi; cf. bereft, left. The 


sp. with ea for this and prec. is abnormal. 


Cleavers kli-voiz, clivers kli:vo:rz goose- 
grass, Galium Aparine, which adheres to 
objects by its minute hooked bristles. xv. 
Earliest forms cliure, clyure, superseding 
OE. clife = OS. kliba, OHG. chliba, f. base 
of CLEAVE? ; presumably apprehended as an 
agent-noun. 


cleek klik (Sc.) large hook xv; kind of golf 
club xix. f. cleek, var. of cleech, cleach, repr. 
OE. *clééan (*cléhte) clutch. 


clef klef (mus.) character indicating the 
name and pitch of a note. xvi. — F. clef :- 
L. clávi-s key, rel. to or - Doric Gr. kldis 
(:— *kid;is), f. *klau- (cf. L. claudere CLOSE). 


cleft kleft fissure, split. x11. Earliest 
form clift; the present form, due to assim. 
to cleft, pp. of CLEAVE!, dates from xvi. 


clematis kle-matis wild twining shrub (Old 
Man’s Beard). xvi (Gerarde). — L. clématis 
—- Gr. klematís, f. kléma vine-branch. 


clement kle:mont mild and humane. xv. 
— L. clément-, -éns, assoc. by the ancients 
with clindre incline, LEAN?. So cle-mreNcv. 
XV. — L. clémentia. 


clench klen'[ fix firmly; grasp firmly xii; 
close tightly (the fist, etc.) xvir. OE. 
-clenéan (in beclenéan) = OHG. chlankhan, 
klenken :- Germ. *klaykjan, f. *klayk- 
*hlegk- *klugk-, parallel to *Alagg-, etc. 
(see CLING). Cf. CLINCH. 


clepsydra klepsi-dra instrument to measure 
time by the discharge of water. xvu (Sir T. 
Browne) -L.- Gr. klepstidrd, f. kleps-, 
comb. form of kléptein steal+ hiidér WATER. 


clerestory klio:stori row of lights above 
the arches or triforium of a church. xv. 
f. clere, CLEAR (light, lighted") -- srToREY. 


clergy kl3::dgi A. body of ordained men 
in the Church xr; B. learning (survived 
in legal phr. benefit of clergy) XII. repr. two 
F. words, which were both used in sense A, 
(O)F. clergé :- ecclL. cléricdtu-s, £. cléricus 
(see CLERK, -ATE!), and (O)F. clergie, f. clerc 
4--:e -Y?, with -g- after clergé. 


cleric klerik adj. clerical; sb. clergyman. 
xvil. —ecclL. clēricus (Jerome) — Gr. klēri- 
kós (eccl) belonging to the Christian 
ministerial order, f. k/éros lot, heritage, as 
used (e.g.) in Acts 1 17 ‘the lot (Rléros) of 
this ministry’. So cle:ricAL of the clergy 
XVI; of a clerk or penman xviir. = ecclL. 


CLIENT 


cléricalis, £. cléricus; the second meaning is 
due to assoc. with the later sense of CLERK. 


clerk klà:k, (dial, vulgar, and U.S.) klo1zk 
ordained minister of the Church x1; learned 
man, scholar xii; lay officer of a church 
(e.g. singing c., parish c.); one having charge 
of records, correspondence, or accounts XVI. 
Late OE. cleric, clerc — ecclL. cléricus CLERIC; 
this merged with ME. clerc — (O)F. clerc 
(= Pr. clerc, It. chierico), of the same origin. 
The sp. clark appears xv. Learning in the 
Middle Ages being mainly confined to the 
clergy, the word came to express ‘scholar’, 
and to denote any one engaged in a notarial 
or secretarial occupation. Hence cle:rkly 
adj. XVI; modelled on cle-rkly adv. xv, 
which is after late L. cléricdliter; see-Ly', -LY?. 


cleugh klüx Sc. form of cLovcH. xiv. 


clever kle:vox adroit, dexterous (XIIn?) 
XVI; (dial.) nimble, active; lithe, handsome 
XVII; (dial.) convenient, agreeable, nice 
XVIII. prob. long in local use before it 
became gen. established, and still recorded 
as provincial in xvir, as by Sir Thomas 
Browne (E. Anglia) and Ray (‘South and 
East Country Words’, 1674). The earliest 
ex., in the form cliuer, if identifiable with 
this word, is from the ME. ‘Bestiary’ (prob. 
E. Anglian) and its context suggests etymol. 
connexion with tcliver claw, as if ‘sharp to 
seize’; rare Sc. cleverous apt to seize (Dun- 
bar), similarly assoc. with clutk claw, pre- 
cedes the earliest ex. of clever in the mod. 
period. Correspondence in form and sense 
to LG. klöver, klever, MDu. klever sprightly, 
brisk, smart, suggests that the word may 
belong to the LG. area. 


clew klü (arch.) ball, esp. of thread OE.; 
(naut.) corner of a sail to which tacks and 
sheets are made fast xvi (Nashe). OE. 
cliwen, cleowen = MLG., Du. kluwen, f. 
base of OHG., chliuwi, chliuwa, MHG. 
kliuwel, kliuwelin, by dissimilation kniuwel- 
(în), whence G. knäuel ball of wool; prob. 
ult. rel. to cLaw (cf. ON. kid claw, clew of 
sail). For the loss of final -en cf. eve, game, 
maid. See the differentiated var. CLUE. 


cliché kli-fei stereotype block; stereotyped 
phrase, literary tag. xIx. F., sb. use of pp. 
of clicher stereotype (fig., as in discours cliché 
stereotyped speech), said to be imit. of the 
sound produced by the dropping of the 
matrix on the molten metal (cf. G. klitsch 
slap, clash, perh. the immed. source). 


click klik slight sharp hard sound xvII; 
catch, latch xvin; non-vocal suction-sound 
in some languages XIX. Also vb. xvir. ult. 
imit. ; cf. OF. clique tick of a clock, cliquer 
click (whence modF. cliqueter, cliquetis), 
Du. klik tick, MDu. klikken. Cf. CLIQUE. 


client klaiont one under the protection of 
a patron XIV (Gower); one for whom an 
advocate pleads xV; customer XVIIL. -= L. 
client-, cliéns, earlier cluéns, sb. use of prp. 
of cluere, cluére hear, listen; lit. ‘one who is 
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CLIFF 


at another’s call’; see LISTEN. So clientele 
kliáteil orig. (xvi) = L. clientéla, but obs. 
in XVII and readopted from F. c. 18350. 


cliff klif steep face of rock OE. ; steep slope 
(now local) xu. OE. clif = OS. (Du.) if, 
OHG. klep, ON. klif:- Germ. *hlibam; 
beside MDu. klippe (whence G. klippe) !— 
*klibn-, and ON., kleif; of unkn. origin. 


climacteric klaimekte-rik, -z-ktorik pert. 
to a critical period (in human life); also sb. 
XVI (formerly often climateric). = F. clima- 
térique or L. climactéricus - Gr. klimaktéri- 
kós, f. klimaktér critical period, f. klimak-, 
klimax ladder (cLIMAXx)+-tér agent- -suffix. 
Also climacte-ricaL. XVI. 


climate klarmot belt of the earth’s surface 
between two parallels of latitude xtv (Bar- 
bour, Ch., Gower); region having certain 
atmospheric conditions; these conditions 
themselves xvit.. - (O)F. climat or late L. 
clima, climai- — Gr. klíma, klimat- in the 
sense ‘zone or region of the earth occupying 
a particular elevation on the supposed slope 
of the earth and sky from the equator to the 
poles’, which had developed from the gen. 
sense ‘slope of ground’; f. *kli-, as in Alinein 
slope, LEAN?. (+Climature XVII was a former 
syn. as in Sh.; see also CLIME.) Hence 
climatic klaimartik. XIX. 


climax klai:meks (rhet.) ascending series 
of expressions xvi; (transf., by misuse) 
culmination, highest point xvin. ~ late L. 
clīmax = Gr. klîmax ladder, hence in rhet., 
f. *klī- (see LEAN’), 


climb klaim raise oneself or ascend by 
means of some hold or footing. OE. climban, 
pt. clamb, clumbon, pp. clumben = (M)LG., 
(M)Du. klimmen, OHG. chlimban (G. klim- 
men) s WGerm. *klimban, nasalized var. of 
*kliban (see CLEAVE’), the orig. sense being 
‘hold fast’. Now inflected wk. climbed 
klaimd x1it, except for an arch. pt. clomb 
kloum. In many dialects clim is the sur- 
viving form, and in Sc. the orig. conjugation 
is preserved, clim, clam, clum. 


clime klaim. xvi (now arch.). - late L. clima 
CLIMATE. 


clinch kliní/ later var. of CLENCH, now 
differentiated for certain meanings. XVI. 


cling klin fcoagulate, congeal; Tshrink, 
wither OE. ; adhere, stick, cleave xir. OE. 
clingan, pt. clang, pp. clungen, corr. to MDu. 
klingen stick, adhere, MHG. klingen climb: 
f. Germ. *klaņg- *kliņng- *kluņg- (cf. OE. 
clengan, ME. clenge adhere, cling, MHG. 
klengel swinging object, ON. klengjast inter- 
fere, OHG, klungilīin, G. klüngel clew), 
parallel to *klayk-, etc. (cf, CLENCH). 


clinic kli'nik pert. to the sick-bed. xvir. sb. 
bedridden person. xvir. — L. clinicus - Gr. 
klinikós, £. kliné bed (see LEAN?); cf. F. 
clinique and see -1c. So cli:nicar. xvii. 


CLOAK 


clink! klink make a sharp metallic sound. 

XIV (Ch.). prob. - (M)Du. Rlinken sound, 
ring, tinkle, rel. to MLG., (M)Du. klank 
sound (cf. CLANK), and parallel to OHG. 
lara (G. klang); cf. cLANG. Hence clink 
sb. XIV. 


clink? klink proper name of a prison in 
Southwark; (gen.) prison. xvr. Of unkn. 
origin. 


clinker! klitnkoz very hard kind of brick 
XVII; mass of slag or lava xvin. Earlier 
klincard, clincart — early modDu. klinckaerd 
(now klinker), f. klinken sound, ring, CLINK!; 
so called because the brick rings when 
struck, 


clinker? klisnkaz applied to boats of which 
the planks are overlapped and secured with 
clinched nails. xvi. f. clink, var. of CLINCH-+ 
-ER!; prob. infl. by LG., Du. klinken rivet. 
Clincher-built has varied with clinker-built 
from XVIII. 


clinometer  klaino:mitor instrument for 
measuring slopes. XIX. f. clino-, used as 
comb. form of stem of Gr. klinein slope (see 
LEAN?) -- -METER. 


clinquant klrgkont glittering (lit. and 
fig.). xvi. — F. prp. of Tclinquer to ring, 
glitter (clinquant d'or xvi) - LG. klinken 
CLINK. 


clip! klip embrace, grip, clutch. OE. 
clyppan = OF ris. kleppa — WGerm. *klup- 
pjan, with cogns. outside Germ, in OSI. 
vaz|globiti press, Lith. glóbti embrace. Hence 
clip sb.! instrument that clips or grips. XV. 


clip? klip cut, shear. x11 (Orm); mutilate 
(coin) xiv; cut short (words) xvi; move 
rapidly xvii. — ON. klippa, prob. imit. of 
the sound produced ; cf. LG., Fris. klippen. 


clipper klrpor fast-sailing vessel. xix. f. 
CLIP? in the sense ‘move quickly’, said of 
vessels taking the water, and formerly of 
the flight of birds; prob. infl. by CUTTER. 
(In gen. sense ‘one who or that which clips’ 
from XIV.) 


clique klik small exclusive set. XVIII. 
~(O)F. clique, f. OF. cliquer make a noise 
-MDu. klikken (see ciick); for the sense- 
development cf. CLAQUE. 


clitoris klai-toris (anat.) female homologue 
of the penis. xvii. modL. - Gr. Rleitorís. 


cloaca klouei‘ke sewer XVIII; (anat.) excre- 
tory canal xix. -—L. clodca, cludca, earlier 
clováca, rel. to cluere cleanse, f. IE. *Aiu- 
*kleu- *khlou-, repr. also by OE. hlüt(t)or 
pure, Gr. klizein wash, bathe (see CATA- 
CLYSM, CLYSTER). So cloa:carL. xvii - L, 


cloak klouk loose outer garment. XIII. 
- OF. cloke, cloque, dial. var. of cloche 
(i) bell, (ii) cloak = Olt. dial. ciocca, Pg.choca 
cow-bell : :- medL. clocca (vir), perh. of Ir. 
origin (cf. cLock). Hence cloak vb. xvi. 
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CLOCK 


clock klok instrument for measuring and 
recording time by a pendulum. xrv. Intro- 
duced by Flemish clockmakers imported by 
Edward I. - MLG., MDu. klocke (LG., Du. 
klok), corr. to OE. clucge, OFris. Rlokke, 
OHG. glocka (G. glocke bell, ON. klokka, 
klukka; Germ. — medL. clocca bell (whence 
F. cloche, etc. ; cf. CLOAK). 


clod klod tclot of blood xtv ; lump of earth, 
etc, XV. In OE. in clodhamer (cf. YELLOW- 
HAMMER)  fieldfare, Clodhangra (place- 
mame); corr. to (M)HG. &lotz. Hence 
clo-dho:pper tploughman, country lout. 
XVII; + agent-noun of HOP. 


clog klog (dial.) block of wood xiv ; wooden- 
soled shoe xv. Of unkn. origin. Hence 
clog vb. fetter, hamper, encumber. xiv. 


cloisonné klwaza-nei (of enamels) divided 
into compartments. xIx. pp. of F. cloisonner, 
f. cloison partition = Pr. clauzd t Rom. 
*clausi6(n-), f. claus- (see CLOSE). 


cloister  kloistor enclosure, close X11; 
convent; covered walk, esp. round a court 
XIV. — OF. cloistre (mod. cloître), earlier 
clostre = Pr. claustre, It. chiostro s= L. 
claustrum, clōstrum lock, bar, enclosed 
place, f. claud-, stem of claudere CLOSE, 
-F-trum, instr. suffix. 


Clootie klü:ti the Devil. 
f. cloot hoof4- -1E. 


close klous sb. enclosed place, enclosure 
xii; adj. closed, shut up xiv. — (O)F. clos 
- L. clausu-s, pp. of claudere shut, close, 
rel. to clávis key, cldvus nail, Gr. kleis key, 
kleíein shut, Ir. cló nail, W. clo lock. So 
close klouz vb. stop an opening. XII. f., 
clos-, ppl. stem of (O)F. clore :- L. claudere ; 
superseded OE. clysan, beclysan, ME. 
(be)clüsen (early x111), £. cláse bar, enclosure, 
cloister = medL. elisa, var. of clausa, sb. use 
of fem. pp. of L. claudere. 


closet klo:zit private room XIV; cabinet, 
cupboard; privy xvii. = OF. closet, dim. of 
clos; see prec. and -Er. 


xvii (Burns). 


closure klou:3ox Tbarrier, fence xiv (Ch.); 
TENCLOSURE XV; conclusion, close XVI. 
~ OF. closure :- late L.. clausüra, f. claus- ; see 
CLOSE, -URE. In the last sense a new forma- 
tion on CLOSE, and in parliamentary use 
(c. 1880) superseding earlier cloture (c. 1870) 
= F. clôture :- Rom. *clausitura, f. claus- 4- 
~tura -TURE. 


clot klot lump, esp. one formed by coagula- 
tion. OE. clot(t) = MHG. loz (G. klotz) 
:- WGerm. *klutt-, f. *klut- *kleut- *klaut- ; 
cf. CLEAT, CLOUT. 


cloth klip A. piece of woven or felted stuff 
OE.; the stuff or material itself (in these 
two uses with mod. pl. cloths) x1v ; B. t(coll.) 
clothing, raiment xri, equivalent to clothes 
kiouðz, klouz, OE. clapas, ME. cldpes, 
clópes, later Tcloaths, also Tclose, north. 
clapis, modSc. claes. OE. cláp — OFris. 
klath, kléth, MDu. kleet (Du. kleed), MHG. 


CLOWN 
kleit (G. kleid); ON. klæði is of different 


origin, and the distribution of the word in 
Germ. is irregular; of unkn. origin. So 
clothe klouð pt., pp. clothed klouðd and 
arch. clad kled provide with clothes. xir. 
ME. clàpen, pointing to OE. *clapian, f. 
clap. Late Nhb. OE. had c/&pde, pt. of 
clépban, and pp. gecladed, which appear to 
have been the source of ME. pt. cladde, pp. 
clad; but ON. klædda, klæddr, pt. and pp. of 
klæða, were partly the source; ME. yclad 
(xiv) was revived as an archaism XVI 
(Spenser). 

cloud klaud thill, rock OE.; visible mass 
of watery vapour in the air Xur. OE. clūd, 
prob. rel. to CLOD. In the second sense it 
superseded OE. wolcen WELKIN and ME. 
skie sky. The orig. sense survives in place- 
names. Hence cloud vb. xvi. 


clough klaf ravine. OE. clōh (in place- 
names) :- Germ. *Kklagx-, rel. to OHG. 
klinga (G. dial. klinge) ravine. 


clout klaut Tpatch; metal plate OE.; piece 
of cloth xiu; (from the vb.) blow with the 
hand xiv. OE. clit, corr. to (M)LG., MDu. 
klūt(e) (Du. kluit lump, clod), ON. klitr 
kerchief; rel. to CLEAT, CLOT. Hence clout 
vb. patch OE.; OE. clitian (in pp. gecliitod) 
cuff heavily. xiv. 

clove! klouv one of the divisions of the 
bulb of garlic, etc. OE. clufu, pl. clufe, also 
in comps. clufeht bulbous, clufhung crow- 
foot, clufwyrt buttercup, corr. to the first el. 
of OS. cluflóc 'clove-leek', garlic, OHG. 
klobolouch (MHG., klobelouh, knobelouh, G. 
knoblauch), f. weak grade of Germ. *Aleub- 
(see CLEAVE!). 

clove? klouv dried flower-bud of Caryo- 
phyllus aromaticus used as spice. XIV. 
orig. cloz (of) gilofer — (O)F. clou de girofle 
(gilofre) ‘nail of clove-tree’, so called from 
its shape; see GILLYFLOWER. The change 
from clow to clove is difficult to account for; 
it may have taken place in AN., clou de 
giving *clov|de, perh. with the same change 
as in lieutenant. 


cloven see CLEAVE’. 


clover klou'vər species of trefoil. OE. 
clafre = (M)LG., Du. kldver :- Germ. 
*hlaibrón, the first syll. of which corr. to 
OS. klé, OHG. kléo (G. klee) :- WGerm. 
*klaiwaz, -am clover. From xv-xvn a 
common var. was claver, which may repr. 
OE. cléfre, with shortening of the stem- 
vowel, or may be of LDu. origin. 


clown klaun rustic, ill-bred man; fool or 
buffoon, esp. on the stage. XVI. perh. of 
LG. origin; cf. NFris. klénne, kliinne clumsy 
fellow, kliinj clod, lump, and the like. The 
earliest forms (setting aside an obscure 
reference to Sanct Cloun in Dunbar, which 
may be unconnected) are cloine, cloyne, the 
diphthong of which may point to an orig. Z. 
Some favour the deriv. suggested by Ben 
Jonson in ‘Tale of a Tub’ 1 iii [Latin] 
‘Colonus is an Inhabitant: A Clowne 
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CLOY 


originall’, ‘An ancient Colon (as they say) 
a Clowne of Midlesex’; but evidence is 
wanting. 


cloy kloi fnail, prick (a horse) with a nail 
XIV; Tclog, obstruct; surfeit, satiate XVI. 
Aphetic of Tacloy — AN. acloyer, var. of OF. 
encloyer (mod. enclouer) :- Rom. *inclávare, 
f. L. in EN-1+-clavus nail, rel. to cldvis key 
(cf. CLAVICLE, CONCLAVE), claudere CLOSE. 


club klab heavy stick xii; stick used in 
ball-games xv; (tr. It. bastone, Sp. baston 
BATON) suit at cards XVI; combination or 
association of persons xvii. — ON. klubba, 
assim. form of klumba club (cf. klumbu-, 
Rlubbufétr club-footed), rel. to CLUMP. The 
last sense appears to have been derived 
from the sense ‘form into a club-like mass’ 
(xvii) of the vb., which was itself derived 
from the orig. meaning of the sb. Hence 
clu: bbaBLe. xvir (Johnson). 


cluck klak make the peculiar sound of a 
broody hen. xvir (Cotgr.). corr. to MHG. 
klucken, (aiso mod.) glucken, Da. klukke, 
Sw. klucka, imit. formation to which there 
are parallel forms with the vowel o, OE. 
cloccian (dial. clock), MDu. clocken (Du. 
klokken), Sw. dial. klokka; cf. synon. L. 
glocire, Gr. kléssein (:— *klokj-). 

clue klü later form (xv) of CLEW, now 
restricted mainly to the sense ‘fact, etc., 
leading (through a difficulty) to a solution 
or discovery’. 


clumber kla‘mboz breed of spaniel. xIx. 
f. Clumber, name of a seat of the duke of 
Newcastle, in Nottinghamshire. 


clump klamp compact mass of trees XVI; 
transf. of other things xvir. = MLG. klumpe 
(LG. klump, whence Norw. klump, etc.), 
rel. to MDu. klompe (Du. klomp) lump, 
mass, and OE. clympre (mod. dial. clumper) 
lump of metal, and further to CLAMP®; cf. 
CLUB. 


clumsy kla‘mzi Tbenumbed; moving as i£ 
benumbed, awkward in action. xvi. perh. 
of dial. origin (Marston’s use of it is 
ridiculed by Ben Jonson in ‘Poetaster’ v iii). 
f. (dial.) clumse benumb (xin, Cursor M.), 
prob. of Scand. origin (cf. Norw. dial. 
klumsen strike dumb, clog, hamper, klumst 
clumsy, Icel. Riumsa lock-jawed, Sw. dial. 
klumsen benumbed, dazed, klumsig numb, 
clumsy); the base *kium- is repr. also by 
Norw. dial. Rluma, klumra, Du. kleumen, 
kleumsch, cf. clem. 


Cluniac klū'niæk pert. to (a monk of) the 
monastery of Cluny. xvir. - medL. Clunia- 
cus, £. Clun(i)geum Cluny or Clugny, France ; 
see -AC. 

cluster kl4:stoi collection of things close 
together. OE. clyster, (rare) cluster, also 
geclystre bunch of grapes, prob. f. *Alut- 
(see cLoT). For the vocalism cf. BLUSH. 
clutch! klatf fcrook, bend; seize with 
claws, seize eagerly. xiv. ME. clucche, pp. 
clought, varying with clicche, pt. clihte, 


COADJUTOR 


pp. cliht, repr. late OE. clyééan, pp. gecliht 
crook, clench, also in forclyééan stop up 
(the ears), ymbclyééan enclose :— *klukjan. 
(A synon. dial. cleach, ME. cleche, pt. clahte, 
pp. claht, cle3t, points to OE. *clééan, pt. 
*cl&hte. Hence clutch sb. claw; grasp 
XVI; earlier synon. forms are (dial.) cloke, 
teloch (x11), Sc. eluk, cleuk (xiv), telouch 
(xv), telooch (xvi). The interrelation and 
"history of the series of forms is obscure. 


clutch? klatf laying or sitting of eggs, 
brood of young birds. XVIII. prob. of 
southern dial. origin like synon. north. 
cletch (xvii), rel. obscurely to cleck hatch 
(xv; chiefly Sc.) - ON. Rlekja assoc. with 
CLUTCH!, 


clutter kla4:tor Tclotted mass xvi; confused 
mass or crowd; noisy turmoil; confused 
noise XVH. var. of Tclotter (Ch.), Tclodder 
(xv), f. CLOT, CLOD; and see -ER*; has been 
assoc. to some extent with cluster and clatter. 
So clutter vb. in similar senses (xvI); 
appears to have been introduced into litera- 
ture from dial. use, to which it has largely 
reverted, 


Clydesdale klai-dzdeil breed of horse 
reared in the neighbourhood of the river 
Clyde in Scotland. xix. 


clypeus kli:pios (ent.) shield-shaped part 
of the head of insects. xIx. var. of L. clipeus, 
clupeus shield; comb. form cly'peo-. 


clyster  klistor injection, enema. XIV. 
— (O)F. clystére ot. L. clyster = Gr. kluster 
syringe, rel. to Altizetn wash, rinse, f. IE. 
*hlud- *kleud- (whence also OE. Alüttor 
pure), further rel. to OL. cluere purify, 
cludca, clodca sewer (cf. CLOACA). 


co- kou var. of coM- used before vowels, 
h, and gn, as in L. coadjütor, coalescere 
COALESCE, coaquális CO-EQUAL, cognátus 
COGNATE, cohérés CO-HEIR, cooptdre CO-OPT; 
in very extensive use from XVII as a living 
formative in the senses ‘together’, ‘in 
common’, ‘joint(ly)’, ‘reciprocally’, In 
math. repr. complement, in the sense ^... of 
the complement’, ‘complement of .. .’, as 
in COSINE, etc. 


coacervation kou:esaivei‘fan heaping to- 
gether. xiv. — L. coacervátió(n-), f. coacer- 
váre, f. com- CO- -i- acervus heap ; see -ATION. 


coach kout[ large carriage XVI; private 
tutor (orig. university slang), instructor in 
sport and athletics xIx. immed. — F. coche 
(Ronsard). A Common European word since 
xvi, e.g. G. kutsche, Du. koets, Sp., Pg. coche, 
It. cocchio, Pol. kocz; ult. - Magyar kocst 
ko:tfi, current from the reign of Matthias 
Corvinus (1458-90), adj. f. Kocs name of a 
town near Raab in Hungary, the full form 
being Rocsz szeker ‘Kocs cart’, whence modL. 
cocius currus, currus kotsi, G. Tcotschiewagen, 
Tgutschiwagen, Du. tkoetsiwaghen, etc.; 
occas. Tcochee in Eng. (xv1). 


coadjutor kouod iter fellow-helper. xv. 
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COAGULATE 


=(O)F. coadjuteur, t-tor = late L. coadjütor, f. 
cO-+adjutor helper (see ADJUTANT). 


coagulate kouæ'gjůleit curdle, form into 
a mass. XVII. f. pp. stem of L. coagulare, f. 
codgulum rennet, f. *coagere drive together; 
See COGENT, -ATE?, Socoagula‘TION. xv (?). 


coaita kouaità red-faced spider monkey. 
xvi. Tupi. 


coal koul fglowing piece of wood OE.; 
tcharcoal x111; black mineral used for fuel 
XIII (orig. seacoal, perh. because orig. de- 
rived from beds exposed by marine denuda- 
tion). OE. col, corr. with variation of form 
and gender to OFris., MLG. kole, (LG. 


kale), MDu. cole (Du. kool), OHG. kol, kolo 


(G. kohle), ON. kol :- CGerm. (exc. Goth.) 
*kolam, *kolon, referred by some to Skr. 
jval glow, by others to Olr. gal, W. glo 
coal. The present standard form derives 
from OE. obl. cases. 


coalesce kouole:s unite in one body. xvi. 
- L. coaléscere, f. com co--+aléscere grow 
up, f. alere nourish (see ALIMENT). So 
coalition. xvii. — medL. 


coalmouse, colemouse kouʻlmaus the 
bird Parus ater. OE. colmdse, corr. to MDu. 
Roolméze (Du. koolmees), MHG. kolemeise 
(G. kohlmeise), f. col COAL (with allusion to 
its black cap)-+ mdse (see TITMOUSE). 


coaming kou‘min (naut.) raised edges of 
hatches and scuttles. xvi. Of unkn. origin. 


coarse koois tordinary, common XIV; want- 
ing in fineness or delicacy xvi (later in 
various lit. and fig. uses). Earliest forms 
cors(e), course; the present form appears 
XVII, but is anticipated by ftcowarce (xvI); 
the earliest application is to cloth or clothes; 
of unkn. origin; that it should be based on 
the phr. of course customary, usual (xvi) 
seems to be chronologically impossible. 


coast koust ttract, region x111 (Cursor M.); 
Tquarter, direction ; Tside; sea-shore xiv; 
(Canada and U.S.) hill-slope xviri. ME. 
cost(e) - OF. coste (mod. cóte) — Pr., Pg., 
It. costa, Sp. cuesta += L. costa rib, flank, 
side. So coast vb. Tkeep or move by the 
side or coast of ; Tborder upon xiv ; Ttraverse, 
scour Xv; (U.S.) slide down a slope in a 
sled; hence in cycling xix. In early use 
costay, -ey, -ie — OF. costeier (mod. cótoyer), 
f. coste (cf. It. costeggiare); later assim. to 
the form of the sb. 


coat kout tunic, (later) man's outer gar- 
ment; (dial.) petticoat; natural covering. xvi. 
ME. cote - OF. cote (mod. cotte petticoat), 
corr. to Pr., Sp. cota, It. cotta (cf. COTTA) := 
Rom. *cotta— Frank. *kotta (cf. OHG. kozzo 
(G. kotze) coarse woollen garment or stuff, 
OS. cot woollen coat or cloak), of unkn. 
origin. Hence coat-armour Ttabard with 
heraldic device; theraldic bearings xiv; 
blazonry xv. prob. — OF. *cotte d’armure (cf. 
coat-of-arms xv ~ F. cotte d'armes). tcoat- 
card; see court-card. 


COCCAGEE 


coati kouti Amer. mammal resembling 
civet and racoon. xvi. — Tupi coati, 
coatim, f. cua cincture+ tim nose. 


coax kouks tfool, take in; pet, fondle xvi; 
wheedle xvii. orig. ‘make a cokes [i.e. fool] 
of’, of unkn. origin; ‘a low word’ (J.). 


cob! kəb in many applications which can 
be mostly grouped under the headings 
‘head’ and ‘roundish object, round clump’, 
among the earliest being ‘great man, leader’ 
(XV), cob-iron (XV) one of the irons on which 
a spit turns (also teobbard), cob-nut (Xvi), 
earlier Tcobble-nut; cob-loaf loaf with a 
round head (xvin); the application to a 
stout short-legged horse (xix) has been 
referred to dial. cobs testicles. Of obscure 
origin; in AL. cobus cob-loaf (xi); cf. 
W Flem. kobbe tuft of feathers, head of hair, 
dome of the head, WFris. kobbe drop. 


cob? kəb gull. xvi (sea cobbe). perh. of 
LG. origin; cf. Du. kobbe, kobmeeuw, EFris. 
sé|kobbe. 


cobalt kabd-lt, kou-bdlt (chem.) metallic 
element. xvir (cobolt). = G. kobalt, -old, 
t-olt, ‘t-elt, disparaging application of 
MHG. kobolt (mod. kobold) fairy or demon 
of the mine, from the miners’ belief that 
cobalt ore was deleterious to the silver ores 
in which it occurred; for similar applica- 
tions cf. nickel, wolfram. 


cobble! ko:bl rounded stone xv (in earliest 
exx. c.-stone, also tcobled stone); pl. small 
coal xix. f. cog!-4- -Le!. 


cobbler ko:blo:r maker or mender of shoes. 
XIII (as a surname), xiv (PPl.), of unkn. 
origin. Hence cobble? vb. mend roughly, 
patch up. Xv. 


coble koubl (Sc. boat used esp. for 
salmon-fishing XIII; (north. Eng.) sea 
fishing-boat x111. In AL. cobellum (xii), 
cobla (xiv); poss. of Celtic origin (cf. W. 
ceubal ferry-boat, skiff, lighter, Breton 
caubal). 


cobra kou:bro. xix; short for cobra (de) 
capello (xv11) hooded snake; Pg. cobra (:= L. 
colubra) snake, de with, capello hood (:- 
medL. cappellus, dim. of cappa CAPE). 


coburg kou:bàig name of a dress fabric 

and a fancy bread. xix. f. name of Prince 
Albert of Saxe-Coburg, consort of Queen 
Victoria of England. 


cobweb ko-bweb spider’s web. xiv. ME. 
cop(pe)web, f. coppe, short for attercop( pe) 
:- OE. át(t)orcoppe, f. at(t)ór poison coppe 
= MDu. koppe, prob. rel. to Tcop; see WEB. 


coca kou'kə shrub, Erythroxylon coca, of 
which the dried leaves are used as a mastica- 
tory, etc. XVI. — Sp. coca —- Quichua cuca. 
cocaine kókern, prop. kou'keiain alkaloid 
occurring in the leaves of the coca ; see -INE*. 


coccagee kokogr cider apple. xvin. - Ir. 
cac a’ ghéidh ‘dung of goose’; so called from 
its greenish-yellow colour. 
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COCCUS 


coccus ko:kos pl. cocci ko-ksai insect of 
the genus so named XVIII; (bot.) carpel of a 
dried fruit xix (earlier coccum); (med.) 
rounded form of bacterium xix. modL. 
— Gr. kókkos berry, seed, pippin. 


coccyx ko'ksiks (anat.) terminal bone of 
the spinal column, xvi. — L. coccyx — Gr. 
kókkux CUCKOO, used by Galen for the 
os coccygis ‘cuckoo’s bone’ because it was 
supposed to resemble a cuckoo’s bill. So 
coccygeAL! koksidzial. xix. f. medL. 
coccygeus. 


cochin-china  kout[intfaino breed of 
poultry. xix. f. name of a country in the 
Annamese empire, the place of origin. 


cochineal kotfinīi'l dye-stuff consisting of 
the dried bodies of a S. American insect, 
which was at first supposed to be a berry. 
XVI. ~ F. cochenille or Sp. cochinilla, which 
is gen. referred to L. coccinus scarlet (Gr. 
kékkos kermes), but its orig. application is 
doubtful. 


cochlea ko:klio spiral cavity of the internal 
ear. XVII. — L. coc(Ah)lea snail-shell, screw, 
— Gr. kokhlías, prob. rel. to kógkhé coNcH. 


cock! kok male domestic fowl OE.; male 
bird xIv ; in various transf. applications, the 
earliest (xv) being ‘spout, tap’, the origin of 
which is not clear, but is paralleled by 
G. hahn cock; the latter, like Du. haan, is 
also used, as cock is (Xv1), for the discharging 
mechanism of fire-arms. OE. coce, kok = 
ON. kokkr, prob. = medL, coccus (Salic 
Laws), of imit. origin (cf. the cry cok cok 
in Ch., ‘Nun’s Priests Tale’ 457); rein- 
forced in ME. by (O)F. coq. Q The native 
Germ. word is repr. by OE. hana, OS., 
OHG. hano (Du. haan, G. kahn), ON. hani. 
Hence cock vb. set or stick up (assertively) 
XVII; prob. from the attitude of fighting 
cocks; whence a new sb. upward turn XVIII. 


cock? kok heap of hay. xiv. immed. source 
uncertain; perh. Scand. (cf. Norw. kok 
heap, lump, Da. dial. kok haycock, Sw. koka 
clod), but an OE. *coce hill has been 
assumed for the place-names Cockhamp- 
stead, Cookham (Coccham vit), Coughton 
(Cocton xu). Hence as vb. xiv. 


cockabondy kKkokabo:ndi angler’s fly. XIX. 
~ W. coch a bon ddu ‘red with black (du) 
trunk or stem (pony. 


cockade kokeid rosette, etc., worn in the 
hat as a badge. xvii (in cockared cap), XVIII 
(cockard, cockade). = F. cocarde, orig. in 
phr. bonnet à la coquarde (Rabelais) cap 
worn assertively on one side; fem. of 
Tcoquard proud, saucy, as sb. coxcomb, 
f. coq COCK!; see -ARD. The ending was 
assim. to -ADE. 


cock-a-doodle-doo kakadi:dldti: crow 
of a cock. xvi (-too). imit.; cf. F. cocorico, 
G. Rikeriki, late L. cücürire crow, and 
ME. cok cok (see cock?). 


COCKBOAT 


cock-a-hoop kokohü:p in phr. set cock a 
hoop, denoting some action preliminary to 
hard drinking XV1; in a state of elation XVII. 
Of doubtful origin; the explanation of the 
literal meaning as ‘set the spigot on the 
hoop of the cask’ (Blount’s ‘Glossographia’, 
1670) is unconvincing ; the problem is com- 
plicated by the occurrence (from xv), in 
tavern-signs, of a hoop and of figures (a bell, 
angel, mitre, swan, hart, cock, etc.) on a 
hoop. 

Cockaigne, Cockayne kokern imaginary 
country of luxury and idleness. xiv. = OF. 
cocaigne, as in pats de cocaigne fool’s paradise 
(mod. cocagne), corr. to Sp. cucafía, Pg. 
cucanha, It. cuccagna - MLG. kókenje small 
very sweet cake sold to children at fairs, 
dim. f. kéke CAKE; in the ME. poem called 
“The Land of Cokayne’ the buildings of the 
country are described as being built of 
pasties, cakes, and puddings. 


cock-a-leekie kokolrki (Sc.) soup made 
from a fowl boiled with leeks. xvm. f. 
COCK!--LEEK, with connecting vowel and 
suffix -;e, -Y$. 

cockalorum  kokolbram  self-important 
little man xvin; hey cockalorum cry in 
certain games XIX. f. COCK! in the sense 
‘leader’ (xvi), with fanciful termination 
simulating L. g.pl. ending -orum (cf. G. 
buckelorum hunchback, f. buckel hump). 
cock-and-bull koken‘bu:l applied to an 
idle story. XVIII. orig. in phr. talk of (a 
story of) a cock and a bull (xvi), said of 
rambling or misleading talk; parallel to F. 
cog-a-l’dne (anglicized as tcockalane xvii), 
orig. in phr. saillir du coq en lâne jump 
from the cock to the ass’. 

cockatiel kokotil crested grass parrakeet of 
S. Australia. xix. —- Du. kaketielje assit. to 
COCK!. 


cockatoo kokotü: large bird of the parrot 
kind. xvi! (cacatoe). ~ Du. kaketoe (whence 
G. kakadu, F. cacatoès) = Malay kakatua, 
whence Pg. also cacatua; infl. by cock!. 


cockatrice kə'kətrais basilisk xrv (Wycl. 
Bible); (her.) hybrid of cock and serpent 
xvi. =OF. cocatris = Pr. calcatriz, It. 
calcatrice (Sp. cocotriz is from F.) - medL. 
calcüátrix, caucátrix (fem. agent-noun f. 
calcáre tread, (later) track, f. calx heel) used 
to render Gr. ikhnetimén ICHNEUMON, lit. 
‘tracker’, Through a complicated series of 
erroneous identifications OF. coecatris came 
to denote the crocodile; by a further 
(obscure) transference cockatrice was applied 
in Eng. translations of the Bible to the 
basilisk, rendering Vulgate basiliscus and 
regulus, LXX basiliskos and aspis; assoc. 
with cock! produced the her. sense. 


cockboat ko:kbout small ship's BOAT. Xv. 
Formerly also simply cock, which was partly 
synon. with tcog (x11). Cock (in AL. cocha, 
coqua, cocco) was ~ OF. cogue, dial. var. of 
coche = Pr. coca, Olt. cocca :- medL. caudica 
(cf. caudiceus, códicárius applied to boats as 
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COCKCHAFER 


being carved out of trunks, f. caudex, codex 
block of wood ; see copE). Cog (in AL. coga, 
cogo) was - MLG., MDu. kogge (Du. kog), 
whence also OF. cogue, koge. 


cockchafer ko-ktJeifax coleopterous insect, 
Melolontha vulgaris. xvir. The second el. 
is (dial.) chafer, chaffer == OE. éeafor, prob. 
f. Germ. *kab- gnaw, parallel to *keb-, repr. 
by OE. éefer (whence dial. cheever) — OS. 
kevera (Du. kever), OHG. chevaro, kevar 
(G. káfer beetle); if the first el. is cock!, 
the reference is obscure. 


cocker’ ko-kez pamper, indulge, humour. 
xv. rel. obscurely to synon. tcock and 
Tcockle (both xvi); the status of Flem. 
Rokelen, keukelen ‘nutrire sive fovere culina’ 
(Kilian) and F. coqueliner ‘to dandle, cocker, 
pamper’ (Cotgr.) is doubtful. 


cocker? ko-kaz spaniel of a breed trained 
to start woodcock, etc. XIX. f. cocking (XVII) 
shooting of woodcock, f. cocKk!-+-1Nc!; 
See -ER!. 

Cocker ko:kor name of Edward Cocker 
(1631-75), arithmetician, reputed author 
of a popular ‘Arithmetick’, used in phr. 
according to Cocker by strict rule or calcula- 
tion. XIX. 


cockerel ko:korol young cock. xv (Promp. 
Parv.). f. COCK* 4- -EREL. 


cocket ko-kit seal of the king's custom 
house XIII; custom-house certificate XIV. 
In AN cokete, AL. coketa, coketum; poss. 
from the concluding phr. of the document, 
quo quietus est by which he is QUIT. 


cockle! ko:kl plant growing among corn; 
‘tares’. OE. coccul, -el, perh. - medL. 
*cocculus, f. late L. coccus, earlier coccum 
kermes - Gr. kókkos. 


cockle? ko:kl edible bivalve mollusc. xiv. 
—- (O)F. coquille shell (whence It. cocchiglia) 
s= medL. *cochilia- medGr. kokhiilia, pl. 
of kokhiulion, for Gr. kogkhulion, f. kégkhé 
CONCH, In phr. the cockles of the heart a 
reference has been supposed to the spiral 
conformation of the fibres of the heart. 


cockle® ko-kl go into rucks, pucker. xvi. 
- F. coquiller blister (bread) in cooking (cf. 
recoquiller turn or curl up, dog’s-ear), f. 
coquille shell, shell-like object, blister on 
head (see prec.). 


cockloft ko-klift small upper loft. xvi. 
prob. f. COCK! - LOFT, as being orig. a place 
where fowls roosted. 


cockney ko:kni then’s egg, perh. small or 
mis-shapen egg, ‘cock’s egg’; Tpetted or 
cockered child, mother’s darling, milksop 
XIV; Ttownsman, as a type of effeminacy ; 
one born in the city of London xvi. ME. 
cokeney, cokenay, prob. f. cokene, g.pl. of 
cok cocK!--ey, ay (OE. eg) egg; cf. the 
formation of G. hahnenei ‘cocks’ egg’. The 
second sense was assoc. with COCKER!; cf. 
‘I coker je mignotte; I bring up like a cock- 
naye je mignotte’ (Palsgrave). 


COD 


cockpit ko-kpit pit or enclosure to be used 

for cock-fighting xvt; (naut.) after part of 
the orlop deck of a man-of-war xvin. f. 
COCK!4- PIT. 


cockroach ko-kroutf dark-brown beetle- 
like insect. xvii (cacarootch Capt. Smith; 
cockroche). — Sp. cucaracha (cf. Pg. ca- 
roucha), whence Creole F. coquerache; 
unaccountably assim. to cock and roach. 


cocksure kokfiior (with variable stress) 

T(objectively) quite secure or certain XVI; 
(subjectively) feeling quite sure or certain 
XVII. The formation suggests that the orig. 
sense was ‘sure as a cock’, with cock! perh. 
in the sense of ‘tap’, which would agree 
with the earlier objective meaning; but 
evidence is lacking. 


cocktail ko-kteil A. ‘cock-tailed’ horse, i.e, 
one with the tail docked and so sticking up 
like a cock’s tail; beetle that cocks up its 
‘tail’; B. (orig. U.S.) mixed drink with a 
spirit as basis. XIx. f. cock! vb.-++ TAIL; the 
origin of B is obscure. € An early ex. of the 
comp. is in cock-taile proude, 1600. 


cocky ko-ki (sl.) arrogantly pert. xvi. f. 
cock!+ -y!; also cocksy (xrx), cf. tricksy (?). 


coco, cocoa! koukou ‘nut of the coco- 
palm, Cocos nucifera, and the tree itself 
XVI; now only in coco-, cocoa-, coker-nut 
kou'ko xvi. - Sp., Pg. coco (whence also 
F. coco), orig. playful use of coco grinning 
face, grin, grimace, with allusion to the 
monkey-like appearance of the base of the 
shell of the nut. Appears first in latinized 
form Tcocus, later Tcocos (as in botany), 
used for sg. and pl.; cf. Du. kokosboom, 
-noot, G. kokosbaum, -nuss. 'The sp. cocoa 
is due to an error in Johnson's dictionary, 
in which this word and cocoa? were com- 
bined under one heading; coker, teocar 
(— Du. tkoker\noot) dates from xvii and is 
established in commercial use. 


cocoa? kou:kou Tseed of a tropical Ameri- 
can tree; powder produted by grinding the 
seed, and beverage made from this. XVIII. 
Alteration of cacao kokàa:ou, -ei'ou (xvi), 
also Tcacoa — Sp. cacao —- Aztec kakaua-, 
comb. form of kakaua-atl (see CHOCOLATE). 


cocoon kokürn silky case spun by insect- 
larva. xvir. = F. cocon, tcoucon — modPr. 
coucoun egg-shell, cocoon, dim. of coca 
shell. 

cocotte koko:t fast woman. XIX. F., (also) 
child's word for a fowl, ult. f. coc cockt. 


cod! kod husk OE. (surviving dial. as in 
peascod pea-shell); scrotum; (pl.) testicles 
XIV; hence co:dPiECE xv. OE. cod(d) bag, 
scrip, husk, corr. to ON. koddi, ODa. kodde, 
Sw. kudde cushion, pillow, pad, Norw. 
kodd testicle, scrotum; f. Germ. *kud- 
*keud- (whence OE. ¢éod pouch). 


cod? kod sea-fish, Gadus morrhua. XIII. 
Of unkn. origin; possibly a use of cop, as 
if ‘bag-fish’, from its appearance; con- 
nexion with Gr. gddos (modL. gadus) is 
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phonetically impossible. Cod’s head was 
sl. for ‘blockhead’ (xvi); hence prob. (sl.) 
cod fool, simpleton (xvi), whence cod vb. 
(sl.) hoax, humbug. XIX. 


coda kou:do (mus.) concluding passage. 
XVIII. Ít. += L. cauda tail. 


coddle ko:dl treat as an invalid. xix. prob. 
of dial. origin and a var. of caudle (xvit Sh.) 
administer a caudle to; but perh. a fig. use 
of coddle (xvi) parboil, stew, (dial.) roast. 
Cf. MOLLYCODDLE. Q ‘How Dr. Johnson 
could be guilty of so gross an oversight as 
to spell this word and its compounds with 
one d is inconceivable’ (Walker). 


code koud systematic collection of laws. 
XIV. —(O)F. code - L. códex, códic- block 
of wood, block split into leaves or tablets, 
book. 'l'he L. word codex kou:deks was 
formerly (XVI-XVIII) in Eng. use in the same 
sense, but is now used only for ‘manuscript 
volume’). 


codger ko'd3o1 stingy (old) fellow; familiar 
appellation for an elderly man; (hence) 
fellow, chap. xvill. perh. var. of CADGER. 


codicil ka-disil supplement to a will. xv. 
— L. códicillus, dim. of codex (see CODE). 


codling, codlin ko:dliy, -lin variety of 
apple. xv. Earliest form querd(e)lynge, later 
quodling, quadlin; but codlyng occurs xvi, 
when it appears to be already assoc. with 
coddle vb. cook. 'l'he forms correspond to 
those of the surname CodEn, earlier Querde- 
lioun, Querdling, surviving in Norfolk as 
Quadling, Quodling (cf. querdlynge appulle 
in Promp. Parv., which was written in 
Norfolk). - AN. Quer de lion (F. Caur-de- 
lion) ‘lion-heart’. 


co:-educa‘tion (orig. U.S.) education of 
the sexes together. xix. See co-. Hence 
co-e:d co-educated person. xix. 


coefficient kouifi:fant co-operating to pro- 
duce a result. xvir. — modL. coefficiens ; see 
CO- and EFFICIENT. As sb. in math. (‘multi- 
plier’) introduced by the French mathe- 
matician Franciscus Vieta (1540-1603). 


co(e)horn kou:bóin small mortar invented 
by a Dutch engineer, Baron van Menno 
Coehoorn (1641-1704). XVIII. 


ceelenterata silenterei-to (zool.) primary 
group of the animal kingdom established by 
Leuckart. modL., f. Gr. ko@los hollow-t- 
énteron intestine (cf. ENTERIC) 4- -áta -ATE?. 


ceeliac srliek pert. to the abdomen. XVII. 
— L. coeliacus - Gr. koiliakós, f. koilía belly, 
bowels, f. koflos hollow, rel. to L. cavus 
(see CAVE!) ; see -Ac. 


ceenobite srnóbait, sen- member of a 
religious order living in a community. XVII. 
— (O)F. cénobite or eccll. cenobita, f. cæno- 
bium — Gr. koinóbion community life, (eccl.) 
convent, f. koinós common- bios life (cf. 
QUICK); see -ITE. 


coerce koud‘1s constrain by superior force. 
XVII. — L. coercére shut up, restrain, f. com 
co--+-arcére restrain, ward off, resembling 
in form Gr. arkein keep off, defend, suffice, 
avail, but not altogether in meaning. An 
early syn. was cohert (XV—XVI) — coert-, pp. 
stem of L. coercére, with h as in next. Cf. 
EXERT. So coercion koud-1fan control by 
force Xv; government by force xvii. Early 
form cohercion - OF. cohercion, -tion — L. 
coer(cHioó(n-) (medL. coerciónem), var. of 
coercitio(n-), f. coercit-, pp. stem of coercére ; 
the sp. -cion is an exceptional var. of -tion. 


coeval koui-val contemporary. xvil. f. late L. 
cozvuus, f. com CO--+ #vum AGE; see -AL}, 


coffee ko:fi drink made by infusing the 
berries of a shrub, Coffea arabica, native 
to Arabia and Abyssinia. (xvr) xvir. The 
present form is first recorded in xvir, with 
vars. coffe, cauphe, cophee; ult. = kahveh, 
Turkish pronunc. of Arab. gahwah, through 
Du. koffie. Earlier forms in Eng. writings 
repr. more closely the Arab. and Turk. 
forms, viz. chaoua, coffa, cahve, caffa, kauhi ; 
cf. Russ. kdfe, G. Tehaube. Supposed to 
be ult. f. Kaffa, name of a part of Abyssinia, 
the native home of the coffee plant. Q F., 
Sp., Pg. café (cf. caré), G. kaffee, Sw., Da. 
kaffe are from It. caffé = Turk. 


coffer ko: for box, chest. xi. —(O)F. 
coffre 1- L. cophinu-s basket; see next. 


coffin ko-fin Tchest, box, basket xiv; box 
for a corpse XVI. — OF. cof( f zn little basket, 
case —- L. cophinus - Gr. kóphinos basket, 
perh. of Mediterranean origin. Cf. prec. 


cog! kog projecting tooth on a wheel. xrrr. 
ME. cogge (in AL. coggus x11), of unascer- 
tained origin, but prob. Scand. (cf. synon. 
Sw. kugge, kughjul cog-wheel, Norw. kug). 


cog? kog practise (fraudulent) tricks in 

throwing dice (often incorrectly taken to 
mean ‘load the dice’); cheat, feign, etc. xvi. 
Appears first, with the corr. sb., in ‘Dice 
Play’ (1532); prob. a canting term, of unkn. 
origin. 


cogent kourdgant constraining, convincing. 
XVII. — L. cogent-, -éns, prp. of cógere drive 
together, compel, f. com co---agere drive; 
see ACT, -ENT. 


cogitation  kod;iterf[on thinking. xmi. 
— OF. cogitacioun — L. cogitàátio(n-), f. cogi- 
tare to think, f. com co---agitáre put in 
motion, spec. turn over in the mind; see 
AGITATE, -ATION. $0 co:gitate think, devise. 
XVI. f. L. cogitát- ; see -ATE?. 


cognac ko:njek prop. French brandy dis- 
tilled from Cognac wine. xvI (Contacke 
wine) — F., f. name of a town in the depart- 
ment of Charente, France. 


cognate ko-gneit akin, descended from a 

common ancestor; also sb. xvi. e L. 
cognátus (cf. Gr. evyyevüs), f. com, co- + 
gnatus born, f. *gn- *gen- produce; see CO-, 
KIN, -ATE?, So cogna'TION. XIV. —L 
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cognition kogni:[on action or faculty of 
knowing. xv. — L. cognitió(n-), f. cognit-, 
pp. stem of cognóscere get to know, investi- 
gate, f. co- J4- gnóscere, inchoative of *gnó-; 
See CO-, GNOSTIC, NOTION, KNOW, -TION. 


cognizance ko'gnizons, ko:'n- knowledge 
(now take c. of); device by which one is 
known XIV ; taking legal notice, jurisdiction ; 
acknowledgement, admission xvr. - OF. 
conis(s)aunce, conus(s)aunce, vars. of conois- 
(s)ance (mod. connaissance) — Pr. conoisenza, 
etc. - Rom. *connóscentia, f. cognóscent-, 
prp. stem of L. cognoscere (see prec.). 
Latinization of the sp. by the insertion of 
g has infl. the pronunc., but in legal use the 
older pronunc. survives. Hence co:gnizANT. 
XIX. 


cognomen kognou-men third name of a 
Roman citizen; distinguishing epithet; sur- 
name; name, appellation. xix. L., f. com 
CON--+ *gndmen NAME. 


cognoscente — konjoJe-nti connoisseur. 
xvin, It., latinized form of conoscente :—- L.. 
cognóscentem (see COGNITION and -ENT). 

cognovit kognou'vit (leg.) acknowledge- 
ment by defendant that plaintiff's cause is 
just. XVIII. Short for L. formula cognovit 
actionem he has acknowledged the charge; 
3rd sg. pt. of cogndscere (see COGNITION). 


cohabit kouhe:bit live together (as hus- 

band and wife). xvi. — late L. cohabitāre. 
So cohabita:rioN. xv. Cf. (O)F. cohabiter, 
-ation, and see CO-, HABITATION. 


co-heir koucs-z joint heir. xvi. =L. 
cohérés ; see CO-, HEIR, and cf. OF. cohoir. 





cohere kouhio:i cleave together, combine. 
XVI. = L. cohærēre, f£. com co- 4- herere stick. 
So cohe:rEeNT xvi, cohe:sioN XVIL; cf. F. 
cohérent, cohésion. 


cohort kou:hàit body of infantry in the 

ancient Roman army; also transf. Xv. 
—-(O)F. cohorte or L. cohort-, cohors en- 
closure, company, crowd, f. com co--- 
*hort-, as in hortus garden; see YARD!, and 
cf. COURT. 


coif koif close-fitting cap. xiv. - OF. 
coife (mod. coiffe) head-dress, also escotfe, 
corr. to Pr., Pg. coifa, Sp. (es)cofia, It. 
(s)cuffia, Rum. coif :- late L. cofia helmet 
(v1, Venantius Fortunatus). 


coign koin obs. sp. cf corn (corner) de- 
rived from Sh. *Macbeth' 1 vi 7 (1st Folio) 
Coigne of Vantage; popularized by Scott. 


coil! koil (arch.) disturbance, confusion, 
fuss. xvi. Of unkn. origin; now familiar 
mainly in mortal c. (from Sh. ‘Hamlet’ 11 
i 67). 


coil? koil lay up (a cable) in concentric 
rings XVI; twist or twine up XVII. (Also 
tquoil.) — OF. coillir (mod. cueillir gather) 
= Pr. colhir, Sp. coger, Pg. colher (also) 
furl, coil (rope) :- L. colligere COLLECT. So 
and (partly) hence coil sb. length of rope 


COLCHICUM 


coiled up xvi (quille); series of concentric 
rings XVII. — F. *cueille. 


coin koin A. fcorner-stone xiv; fcorner, 

angle, wedge; B. tdie for stamping money 
xIv (PPI.); piece of money xrv (Ch.); coined 
money xiv (Gower). —(O)F. coin, tcoing, 
wedge, corner, tstamping-die = Pr. conh, 
cunh, Sp. cufio die, stamp, It. (semi-learned) 
conio wedge, Rum. kuiu nail :~ L. cuneu-s 
wedge. See COIGN, QUOIN. So coin vb. 
make (money) from metal, make (metal) 
into money. XIV. - OF. coignier mint, f. 
coin. COlnAGE coining money XIV; money 
coined xv. — OF. coigniage, f. coignier. 


coincide kouinsard be identical in area, 
etc. XVIII. =~ medL. coincidere (in astrol.), 
f. com co-+incidere fall upon or into, f. in 
IN-!-+ cadere fall (see CASE); cf. (O)F. coin- 
cider, Sp. coincidir, It. coincidere. In xvii the 
L. inf. was used in Eng. contexts. So co- 
incidENCE koui:nsidens xviI (Bacon), after 
coi-ncidENT xvi; cf. medL. coincidentia, F. 
coincidence (xv), -ent. 


coir koisr prepared coco-nut fibre. xvi 
(cairo, cayro), XVII (coire). ult. = Malayalam 
kayar cord, f. kāyaru be twisted ; the earlier 
forms repr. Pg. cairo (whence F. caire), 
tcoyro. 


coition koui'fən tconjunction xvi; copula- 

tion XVII. — L. coitió(n-), f. coit-, coire, f. 
co". CO--F--ire go; see EXIT, -ITION. So 
coitus kou'itos XVIII. 


coke kouk solid residue of the dry distilla- 
tion of coal. xvit. orig. a northern word 
(formerly often pl); prob. identical with 
north. dial. colk (X1v) core, of unkn. origin. 


coker-nut see coco. 


col kol depression in a mountain chain. 
XIX. -: FE. Pr. col :- L. collum neck (used 
by Statius of the middle part of Parnassus). 
Cf. the similar use of north. Eng. hause and 
swire neck, Afrikaans nek. 


col- kol, kəl assim. form of COM-, CON- 
before 1, In Rom., L. coll-, earlier conl-, 
was reduced to col-, and this form was pre- 
served in early adoptions of F. words; the 
later coll- was due to assoc. with L. 


colander ka:lindor straining vessel. XIV 
(colonur, colyndore, culdor(e), culatre). perh. 
alteration of Pr. *colador (whence modPr. 
couladou) = Sp. colador :- Rom. *célatérem, 
-ütor, f. colàre strain, f. célum, strainer; cf. 
medL. colátorium, It. colatojo, F. couloir, 
-oire. Q For the parasitic n cf. farthingale, 
messenger, muckender, nightingale. 


colchicum ko'ltfikəm, ko-ikikom genus 
of liliaceous plants (e.g. C. autumnale 
‘meadow-saffron’). xvi (Gerarde) - L. 
(Pliny) - Gr. kolkhikón, sb. use of n. of 
Kolkhikós pert. to Colchis, ancient name of a 
region east of the Black Sea; the name had 
reference orig. to the poisonous arts of 
Medea of Colchis, the plant being described 
by Dioscorides as a poison. 
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colcothar ko'lkopár red peroxide of iron. 
xvi. - Árab. qolgotár, perh.- Gr. khdl- 
kanthos ‘copper flower’, i.e. copper sulphate. 


cold kould opposite of hot. OE. Anglian 
cald (WS. éeald) = OF ris., OS. cald (Du. 
koud), OHG. chalt (G. kalt), ON. kaldr, 
Goth. kalds :- CGerm. *kaldaz prop. 
chilled, frozen; formation (as in DEAD, LOUD, 
OLD) with ppl. suffix (— L. -tus, Gr. -tós) 
on *kal- IE. *gol-, var. of *gel-, as in 
L. gelu frost, gelidus Geuip, Lith. geluma 
severe cold (cf. OSI. goloti ice); see CHILL, 
COOL, and coNGEAL. Q| The ME. vars. cald, 
chald, chold are repr. in the place-names 
Caldecote, Calcott, Caldwell, Chadwell, 
Chatfield, Cholwell. 


cold-short kou:ld[oxt (of iron) brittle in 
the cold state. Earlier colsar, col(e)shire, 
coldshare, -shore, -shire (xvir), later cold- 
short (xvii). — Sw. kallskór (-—— Norw., Da. 
koldskjor), n. kallskórt (sc. Jern iron), £. kallr 
COLD--skór brittle. So re:d-short brittle 
when red-hot (xvi), earlier tred-sear, 
t-skire, t-skare (xvii) — Sw. ródshór, f. röd 
RED. The development of the form in -skort 
was assisted by the prevalence of skort in 
the sense of ‘brittle’. Hence, by analogy, 
ho-t-short xvii: (late). 


cole koul kind of cabbage (Brassica). xiv. 
Late ME. cól, coole - ON. kdl (see KALE, 
KAILYARD), corr. to OE. cáwel, cául, MDu. 
cole (Du. kool), OHG. chol(1), cholo, -a 
(G. kohl), and Ir., Gael. cdl, W. cawl, all 
adoptions, along with the Roman arts of 
gardening and cookery, of L. caulis (later 
caulus, caula) stem, stalk, cabbage, of which 
the basic meaning is ‘hollow stem’ (see 
HOLLOW), whence F. chou, Sp. col, It. cavolo. 
Surviving mainly as in co'lesEED (prob. 
= Du. koolzaat ; cf. OE. cãwelsæd), co'lewoRT 
xiv (Wyclif). 

colemouse see COALMOUSE, 


coleoptera kolio:ptoro (zool) the beetles. 
xvin. modL. n.pl, f. Gr. koledpteros 
sheath-winged, f.  koleón sheath --pterón 
wing (see FEATHER). 


colibri ko-libri humming-bird. xvi. — F., 
Sp. colibri, of Carib origin. 

colic ko-lik sb. griping pains in the belly 
Xv; adj. affecting the colon xvi. -—(O)F. 
colique — late L. cólicus, collicus (in medL. as 
sb. fem. for colica passio colic), f. cólon 
COLON! ; see -IC. 

Coliseum see COLOSSEUM. 

collaborate kəlæ'bəreit work in con- 
junction. XIX. f. pp. stem of late L. collabé- 
rare, f. com CON-, COL--Flabor LABOUR. 
So collabora rioN xix, colla-boraron 
(Bentham); after F. collaborer, -ateur, 
-ation. 

collapse kole:ps give way, fall in. XVIII. 
Back-formation f. pp. collapsed (xvii), £. 
L. collāpsus, pp. of collãbi, f. com: coL--+ labi 
fall; see LAPSE, -Ep!. So colla:pse sb. xix. 
« medical L, collápsus. 


COLLECT 


collar ko:or band, etc. worn round the 
neck x111 (Cursor M.); various techn. uses 
(‘ring’, ‘band’) from xvri. ME. coler = AN. 
coler, OF. colier (mod. collier) — Pr. colar, 
Sp. collar, It. collare :—- Li. collàre, f. collum 
neck := *Rols- (cf. HAWSE); see -AR!. The 
sp. was early assim. to the L. Hence 
collared ko-lozd wearing a collar XIV; 
(culin.) rolled up and tied with a string, 
pressed into a roll xvir. collar vb. lay 
hold on (first in wrestling) xv1; put a collar 
on XVII. 


collard ko-lo:d (dial., U.S.) variety of 
cabbage that does not heart. xvin. Earlier 
collart, reduction of COLEWORT. 


collate kolert A. Tconfer xvi; appoint to 
a benefice XVII; B. compare critically XVII. 
f. collát-, stem of the form used as pp. of 
L. conferre CONFER; see ~ATE?, 


collateral kəlæ'tərəl lying, situated, or 
existing side by side. xiv (Ch. PPI., 
Barbour). - medL. collaterális; see cor- 
and LATERAL. 


collation kolei[oón A. in renderings of 
Johannes Cassianus’ ‘Collationes Patrum 
in Scetico eremo commorantium’ (Confer- 
ences of hermits in the Egyptian desert); 
reading of this at monastic meals XIII; 
light repast taken after such reading XIV; 
light meal (gen.) xv1; B. bringing together, 
esp. for comparison xiv (Ch.). C. bestowal, 
spec. of a benefice xiv (Wyclif). Occurs 
in sense A in AN. form collatiun, c. 1200, in 
"Winteney Rule of St. Benedict’ and there- 
after in the same sense in 1340 in the form 
collacion — OF. collacion, -tion = L. colla- 
tió(n-) contribution, collection, comparison, 
in medL. conference, repast, noun of action 
to conferre CONFER ; see COLLATE, -ATION. 


colleague ko:lig one who ts associated with 
another, partner in work, etc. xvi. =F. 
collégue - L. collega partner in office, f. com 
COL- --lég- of léx law, légdre depute (cf. LEGA- 
TION). Somewhat earlier in Sc. than in Eng. 


collect! ko:lekt (liturg.) short prayer, vary- 
ing with the season, said before the epistle 
in the mass, and at the divine offices. XIII 
(AncrR.). —- (O)F. collecte (— Pr. collecta, 
Sp. colecta, It. colletta) = L. collēcta gather- 
ing, collection, (late) assembly, meeting, sb. 
use of fem. pp. of colligere coLLECT?. The 
meaning has been evolved from the use in 
ecclL. of oratio ad collectam prayer at the 
assembly of people (viz. at one of the regular 
stations made before the celebration of 
mass at a particular church), with which 
has blended the earlier use of collecta or 
collectio as a title of prayers that sum up 
the rogationes (biddings) preceding them. 
(Classical and late L. meanings have been 
sparsely represented in Eng.) An OF. semi- 
pop. coleite is repr. in late ME. colett(e). 

collect? kole-kt gather together. xvi. 
- (O)F. collecter or medL. colléctáre, f. col- 
lēct-, pp. stem of colligere (tr. Gr. ovd- 
Aéyew), f. com COL- 4- legere collect, assemble, 
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COLLEEN 


choose, read (cf. ELECT, etc., LECTION). So 
collectanea  -ernio collected passages. 
XVIII. L. n.pl. of adj. as used in dicta 
colléctdnea of Cesar, and sb. in colléctdnea 
of Solinus (111); see -ANEOUS. colle-cTION 
action of collecting xiv (Trevisa); things 
collected xv (Capgrave). - (O)F. - L. col- 
le:ctivE earliest in gram. sense. xv. —- F. 
or L.; hence collectivism, -IST XIX, after F. 
colle:ctor xiv. — AN. collectour - medL. 
colléctor ; see -oR!. 


colleen ko:din girl xix. - Ir. cailín, dim. 
of catile countrywoman, girl; see -EEN. (Cf. 
ASTHORE.) 


college ko-lid3 society or corporation of 
persons having common functions and 
rights xiv (Wyclif); building occupied by 
this XiV (Ch.). - (O)F. college or its source 
L. collégium association, partnership, guild, 
corporation, f. colléga COLLEAGUE. (College 
pudding was earlier New College pudding.) 
So collegiaL koli:d3ial xiv, colle:gian xv, 
colle: giate [-aTE?] xv —F. collégial or late L. 
collégialis, medL. collégidnus, late L. collé- 
gidtus (in medL. as adj.). 


collet ko:lit band, ring, collar; in jewellery, 
circle or flange in a ring, setting of a stone 
XVI; Tneck of glass left on the end of a 
blowing-iron (cf. cuLLET) xvi. -(O)F. 
collet, dim. of col += L. collum (see COLLAR). 
The sense in glass-blowing is prob. - It. 
colletto. 


collide kalai-d bring or come into violent 
contact. XVII. — L. collidere clash together, 
f. com CoL--+ledere hurt by striking (see 
LESION). So collision koli:3on. xv. — late L. 
collisio(n-), f. collis-, pp. stem of collidere. 


collie koli shepherd’s dog. xvir. orig. 
Sc., perh. f. coll coat (from its black 
colour) -}--ze, -y®. 

collier ko:ior Tcharcoal-burner xiv; coal- 
miner XVI. ME. colyer, f. col COAL ; see -1ER. 
Hence colliemRv ko-ljori. xvrI. 


colligate ko-ligeit bind together. xvi. f. 
pp. stem of L. colligdre, f. com coL--+ ligdre 
bind ; see LIEN, -ATE*. 


collimation kolimei:[on adjustment of the 
line of sight of a telescope. xvii. —- modL. 
collimátio(n-), f. collimáre (used by astrono- 
mical writers, e.g. Kepler), erron. reading in 
some editions of Cicero for collinedre aim, f. 
com COL-+linea LINE; see -ATION. 


collocate ko-lókeit place side by side. xvi. 
f. L. collocat-, -àre, f. com cor---locàre 
place, LOCATE. So colloca:rioN. xvir. - L. 


collodion  kolou:dion solution of gun- 
cotton in ether producing a gummy liquid. 
XIX. f. Gr. kollódés glue-like, f. kólla glue, 
with Gr. termination. 


collogue kolou:g Tspeak with feigning or 
flattery, coax xvi (Nashe); (dial.) intrigue, 
conspire XVII; confer privately xIx (Scott). 
prob. alteration, by assoc. with L. colloqui 


COLON 


converse (see COLLOQUY), of tcolleague 
unite, ally, enter into alliance, conspire 
(xvi) — OF. colleguer, colliguer — L.. colligàre 
combine, COLLIGATE. 


collop ko:lop tfried bacon and egg (later 

collops and eggs) xiv (PPl.); fried slice of 
meat xv; thick fold of flesh (Job xv 27) xvi. 
ME. coloppe, colhoppe - Scand. word repr. 
by OSw. kolhuppadher roasted on coals 
(f. Rol coaL-+-huppa leap; cf. SAUTE), Sw. 
kalops, dial. kollops dish of stewed meat. 
@ Occurs as a proper name Colop, Colhoppe 
(XIII). 


colloquy ko-lokwi conversation. xvi. — L. 
colloquium (also used in Eng. XVII), f. com 
COL- -++ loqui speak (see LOCUTION). 


collotype ko-lotaip process or print in 
which a thin sheet of gelatine is used. XIX., 
f. Gr. kólla glue+TYPE. 


collusion kolü:3on secret and fraudulent 
agreement. xiV (Ch.). —(O)F. collusion or 
L. collüsió(n-), f. collüs-, collüdere have a 
secret agreement (whence collu:de xv1), f. 
com COL-+lidere play, f. luidus play, sport. 


Collyridian koliri:dion member of a sect 
of heretics who are said to have offered 
cakes to the Queen of Heaven. xvi. -medL. 
collyridiánus, f. late L. collyrida — Gr. kollürís 
(-td-) bread roll ; see -1AN. 


collyrium  koliiriom  eye-salve XVI; sup- 
pository xviitt. L.- Gr. kollürion poultice, 
eye-salve, f. kollüra roll of coarse bread. 
Anglicized, or - AN. *collirie, OF. coire, 
in tcollyrie, etc. (XIV-XVII). 


collywobbles_ ko:liwoblz (sl.) belly-ache. 
xIx. Fancifully f. coLic and WOBBLE. 


colocynth  ko-osinp bitter-apple (gourd 
family). xvir. = L. colocynthis- Gr. kolo- 
kunthis (Dioscorides). Also in medL. (Sp., 
Pg., It.) form coloquintida kolokwi:ntido 
XVI; f. stem in -id-. 


Cologne kolou:nn name of a German city 
on the Rhine, famous in the Middle Ages 
for its shrine of the Three Wise Men of the 
East (the Three Kings of Cologne). ME. 
Coloyne, Coleyne (from xiv), later (from 
Co:leyne) Cullen (xv1), Collen, as 1n Cullins 
or Collins earth a brown pigment. -= OF. 
Coleine :- medL. *Colinia, for Colónia (sc. 
Agrippina) prop. COLONY of Agrippa; 
superseded xIx by the modF. form Cologne 
(OF. Coloigne), as in Cologne water (U.S. 
simply cologne), tr. F. eau de Cologne. Q Cf. 
G. Köln, Du. Keulen :— *Co-l(i)nia; and 
Lincoln, OE. Lindcyl(e)ne (:— medL. Lindo- 
colina), beside Lindcolne. 


colon! koulon greater portion of the large 

intestine. xvi. ~(O)F. célon or L. colon 
— Gr. kólon (incorrectly kólon) food, meat, 
colon. 


colon? kou'len member of a sentence; the 
punctuation mark (:). xvi. = L. célon - Gr. 
kélon limb, clause. 
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COLONEL 





colonel k3:nl superior officer of a regi- 
ment. XVI. In earliest use both coronel and 
colonel, but the first prevailed before mid- 
XVII. — F. Tcoronel (so also Sp.), later and 
mod. colonnel — (orig. with dissimilation of 
l..l to r..I) It. colonnello, f. colonna 
COLUMN, the officer being so named as 
leader of the first company of a regiment 
(lt. compagnia colonnella, F. compagnie 
colonnelle). ‘The present pronunc., which 
was established by the late xvii, depends 
on the form tcoronel; but ka‘Inal is the 
only pronunc. recorded by Johnson, 1755. 
Walker comments: ‘This word is among 
those gross irregularities which must be 
given up as incorrigible.’ 


colonnade koloneird series of columns at 

regular intervals. xvin. = F. colonnade 
(earlier T-ate), f. colonne COLUMN, after It. 
colonnato (cf. L. columnátus supported on 
columns) ; see -ADE. 


colony ko-loni settlement in a new country. 
xvi. — LL. colónia farm, landed estate, settle- 
ment, f. colónus tiler, cultivator, planter, 
settler, f. colere cultivate; see wHEEL, -Y?. 
(An isolated early ex. in Wycl. Bible, Acts 
xvi 12, tr. Vulg. colonia, Gr. kolóníd, bears 
the ancient Roman sense.) Hence coloniar 
kelou:niel xvirr (Burke); perh. after F. 
co:lonizE xvii (Bacon), whence co-lonisT 
XVIII. 


colophon ko'loefon inscription containing 
title, date, etc., at the end of a book. XVIII. 
—-late L. colophón — Gr. kolophón summit, 
finishing touch. 


colophony  kolo:foni dark or amber- 
coloured resin. xiV. — L. colophónia, for 
résina Colophónia resin of Colophon, a 
town in Lydia. 


coloquintida see COLOCYNTH. 


coloration  kaloreifon, kol- colouring. 
xvii (Bacon). - F. coloration or late L. 
coloraátioó(n-), f. L. coloràre COLOUR; see 
-ATION. Socoloratura kolóratuo:ro (mus.) 
XIX. It. (whence F. colorature, G. koloratur) ; 
see -URE. coloriric kolórrfik producing 
colour(s). xvii. = F. or modL. 


colosseum, coliseum kolo-, kolisirom 
amphitheatre of Vespasian at Rome. XVIII. 
— medL. coliséum (whence F. colisée, It. 
coliseo), sb. use of n. of L. colosséus gigantic, 
colossal, f. colossus; see next and -EAN. 
Anglicized as tcolossee xvi. 


colossus kola‘sas gigantic statue, e.g. that 
at Rhodes. xiv. — L. colossus - Gr. kolossés 
applied by Herodotus to the statues of 
Egyptian temples (whence F. colosse, lt. 
colosso, which were also adopted in Eng. 
xvi) So colo:ssAL! of vast size. xvi; - FF. 
colossal; superseding tcolossean (Evelyn), 
Tcolossian, Tcolossic (Chapman), all xvii. 


colour, U.S. color ka‘lozx hue, tint XIII; 
the fig. senses ‘semblance’, ‘pretext’ are 
ME. - OF. colur, colour (mod. couleur) = 


COLUMN 


Pr., Sp. color, It. colore t—- L. coldrem, color, 
rel. to célare hide, CONCEAL, as if ‘outside 
show’; supplemented OE. hīw HUE; see 
-ouR. So colour vb. xir. — OF. coulourer 
(mod. colorer) — L. coloràre. 





colporteur kolpdits-1 hawker of books, etc. 
xvi. ~ F., f. colporter, presumably altera- 
tion of comporter — L. comportáre transport, 
f. com COM---portdre carry (cf. PORTER?). 


colt koult young horse. OE. colt, applied 
to the young of the ass and the camel: of 
obscure origin, but cf. Sw. kult, kulter, 
kulting, applied to half-grown animals and 
boys. Hence co'ltsroor name of various 
plants so named from the shape of their 
leaves. xv. tr. medL. pés pullz ‘colt’s foot’. 


Colt koult in full Colt’s revolver, invented 
by Samuel Colt (1814-62) of Connecticut, 
U.S.A. 


colubrine ko‘ljubrain snake-like. xvi. -L. 
colubrinus, f. coluber snake; see -1NE!. 


columbarium  kolombezo:riom dovecot; 
underground sepulchre with niches. XVIII. 
L., f£. columba dove, pigeon; see -ARIUM. 


columbiad kol4:mbied (with C-) title of 
an epic by J. L. Moore on the discovery of 
America 1796; heavy cannon formerly used 
in the U.S. army xix. f. modL. Columbia, 
poetical name of America, f. the name of 
Columbus, its discoverer; see -aD1. @ An 
epic entitled La Colombiade was written by 
Marie-Anne du Boccage (1710-1802). 


columbine  kodlomboin  dove-like. xiv 
(Ch.). —(O)F. colombin, -ine = L. colum- 
binus, f. columba dove (cf. OSI. golgbí dove, 
OPruss. golimban, Russ. golubói blue, 
gélub’ dove). As sb. name of plants of the 
genus Aquilegia. xiir. — OF. colombine — 
medL. columbzna (sc. herba) ‘dove’s plant’, 
so called from the resemblance of the in- 
verted flower to five pigeons clustered to- 
gether. 


Columbine  ko‘lombain (orig. in It. 

comedy) the mistress of Harlequin. XVIII. 
-= F. Colombine — It. Colombina, sb. use of 
fem. of colombino dove-like in gentleness 
(cf. prec.). Q Words from a similar source 
are Harlequin, pantaloon, Punch, scara- 
mouch, zany. 


column ko-lom vertical support of part of 
a building xv (Lydg.); vertical division of 
a page, etc. xv (Promp. Parv.). Partly - OF. 
columpne (mod. colonne, after It. colonna), 
partly = its source L. columna pillar, f. *col-, 
as in columen, culmen (see CULMINATE), var. 
of *cel-, as in *cellere (see EXCEL), celsus 
high. So columnar kola'mnoi. XVIII. 
—late L.; earlier tcoluemnary (XVI-XVIII). 
colu:mniated xvitl, for earlier co-lumnated, 
f. L. columnátus supported on columns (see 
-ATE?). columnia' TION xvii, for columna:- 
tion (— L.), by assim. to intercolumniation (f. 
L. intercolummum). 
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colure kouljus-s, kou:ljuer each of the great 
circles intersecting at right angles at the 
poles. xvi. — late L. coluri pl. - Gr. kolourai 
(sc. grammai lines), pl. of kólouros truncated, 
lit. dock-tailed, f. hólos docked J- ourd tail 
(cf. ARSE) ; so called because their lower part 
is permanently cut off from view. 


colza_ ko-lza oil expressed from coleseed, 

Brassica campestris. xvIII. = F. (Walloon) 
kolza, earlier kolzat-LG. kélsat, Du. 
koolzaad; see COLE, SEED. 


com- kəm, kəm repr. L. com- (cf. SYN-), 
arch. form of the prep. cum with, used in 
comps. with the meanings ‘together, in 
combination or union’, ‘altogether, com- 
pletely’. Com- was retained before b, p, m, 
and some vowels (as in comes COUNT"), assim. 
before r, 1 (as in corruptus CORRUPT, collátió 
COLLATION), and reduced to co- before 
most vowels; elsewhere it became CON- 
(but before f, as in COMFIT, COMFORT, com- 
has replaced con- in Eng.). In OF. comm- 
was regularly reduced to com- as in comande- 
ment, but -mm- was restored later by assim. 
to the L. forms. Before b, p the orig. OF. 
form was cum-, which is reflected in the 
pronunc. kam of comfort, company, com- 
pass; but the altered sp. with com- has led 
to the prevalence of kom in accomplish, 
combat, though in these kam is preferred 
by some. 


coma! kou'ma unnatural deep and pro- 
longed sleep. xvir. = medical L. - Gr. kóma 
(kõmat-), rel. to koitë bed, keîsthai lie down. 
Hence comatose. XVIII. 


coma? kou:mo (bot.) tuft xvii; (astron.) 
nebulous envelope of a comet XVIII. = L. 
coma — Gr. kémé hair of the head ; cf. COMET. 


comb koum toothed implement for 
straightening the hair; cock’s crest, which 
is indented or serrated OE.; flat cake of 
cells of wax made by bees (an exclusively 
Eng. use, the origin of which is doubtful), 
late OE. in hunigcamb honeycomb. OE. 
camb, comb = OS. camb (Du. kam), OHG. 
chamb (G. kamm), ON. kambr :- CGerm. 
(exc. Goth.) *kambaz:-IE. *gombhos, 
whence also Gr. gómphos, Skr. jámbhas, 
Tocharian kam, OSI. zqbü tooth. Hence 
comb vb. xiv; replacing kemb, OE. cemban 
(:~ *kambjan), which survives in UNKEMPT. 


comb(e) see COOMB. 


combat  ko:mbzt, ka4:mbot fight. xvi. 
— F. combat, f. combattre (whence co:mbat 
vb. xvi) OF. cumbatre — Pr. combattre, 
Sp. combatir, It. combattere, f. late L. 
combattere, f. L. com- coM-+ *battere, for 
batuere fight (cf. ABATE, DEBATE). So co'm- 
batanT fighter. xv. - OF. combatant, prp. 
of combattre. 


combine kombai:n couple or join together. 
xv. — (OJ)F. combiner or late L. combīnāre 
join two and two, f. com coM- t-bini two 
together (see BINARY). So combina-TION 
kombin-. xiv (Trev.). = OF. or late L. 
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Hence co-mbine sb. Tplot xvi (rare) ; com- 
mercial (etc.) combination xix (orig. U.S.). 


combustion kombastíon burning. xv. 


— (O)F. combustion or late L. combusttó(n-), 
f. combust-, f. pp. stem of combürere burn 
up, f. com COM-+ *birere, prob. evolved 
from ambltirere (rel. to Gr. hetiein); see 
-TION. 


come kam pt. came keim, pp. come ele- 


mentary vb. of motion expressing move- 
ment towards an object. OE. cuman, pt. 
com, cwém, c(w)émon, pp. cumen = OF ris. 
kuma, OS. cuman (Du. komen), OHG. 
queman, coman (G. kommen), ON. koma, 
Goth. giman :~ CGerm. *kweman, *kuman, 
pt. *kwam, *kwémum, pp. *kumanaz. 
Pt. came, orig. ME. cam, cdme, pl. cdmen 
(XIII, first in north and east, prob. after ON. 
kvam), finally repl. come (still dial.). The 
IE. base *g'"em- *g'"m- is repr. also by 
Skr., Av. gam come, Gr. baínein go (cf. 
BASIS) L. venire come (cf. ADVENT, CON- 
VENE, etc.). 


comeatable ka4mza':toabl accessible. xvri. 


f. phr. come at -|- -ABLE; prob. first in the 
negative uncomeatable. 


comedy ko-midi Tfnarrative poem with a 


pleasant ending xiv (Ch.); miracle play 
or interlude with a happy ending xvr; light 
and amusing play xvii. -—(O)F. comédie 
-L. cómodia — Gr. komoidíü, f. kómoidós 
comic actor, comic poet, f. kómos revel, 
merrymaking, wrongly derived by Dorian 
writers from kómé village. So comediAN 
komt:dion comic writer xvi (Sidney) ; comic 
actor, Tstage-player xvir (Sh.). — F. comé- 
dien, f. comédie; cf. It. commediante, which 
was also adopted (XVI-XVII). 


comely ka4:mli Tdecent, proper; pleasant 


to look at, fair xur. ME. cumelich, cuml, 
prob. aphetic of Tbecumelich (x11), f. BECOME 
+-ty!; cf. MHG. komlich suitable (beside 
bekome suitably; G. dial. kommlich, kómm- 
lich), Du. Tkomlick ‘conveniens’. So 
Tcomely adv. xit1; see -Lv? and cf. MHG. 
komliche. (| Not identical with OE. cymlic 
beautiful, which would have become *kzmly 
(cf. OE. cyme beautiful, ME. Aime weak, 
silly), rel. to OHG. chümig weak, delicate, 
chümo with difficulty (G. kaum hardly). 


comestible kóme'stibl eatable; Tadj. xv 


(Caxton); sb. xix. —(O)}F. comestible 
— medL. comestibilis (Isidore), f. comest-, 
pp. stem of L. comedere eat up, f. com 
COM- --edere EAT ; see -IBLE. 


comet ko:mit heavenly body with a 'tail'. 


xin (xii in L. form). - (O)F. cométe —- L. 
cométa — Gr. kométés long-haired, sb. comet 
(for astér kométés ‘long-haired star’), f. 
hkomán wear the hair long, f. kómé hair of 
the head, tail of a comet. 


comfit ka-mfit sweetmeat. xv. ME. confyt 


— OF. confit, confite 1— L. confectum, confecta, 
sb. uses of n. and fem. of confectus, pp. of 
conficere (see CONFECTION). 


COMFORT 


comfort ka'mfəst tencouragement, sup- 
port; relief in distress x111 (AncrR.); cause 
of satisfaction or content xv1I; material well- 
being XIX. - OF. confort (— OSp., It. con- 
forto), Rom. sb. f. late L. confortàáre, f. com 
con-+ fortis strong (cf. FORCE). So co'm- 
fort vb. x11m (RGlouc.). — OF. conforter 
(= Pr., Sp. confortar, It. confortare) — L. 
co:mfortABLE  Tencouraging, reassuring, 
pleasant xiv; affording content; at ease 
xvii. — AN. confortable (modF. is — Eng.). 
co:mforter consoler, as a title of the Holy 
Ghost, tr. L. consoldtor, rendering of Gr. 
mapaxAntos PARACLETE XIV; woollen scarf 
(comfortable was formerly so used and for 
a quilt) xix. — AN. confortour ; see -ERI. 


comfrey ka:mfri the plant Symphytum 
officinale, formerly esteemed as a vulnerary. 
XV (confyrie, cowmfory). — AN. cumfirie, 
OF. confire, confiere (mod. dial. confier, etc.), 
with var. confierge, Friulian konfiervye :- 
medL. *confervia, for L. conferva, f. confer- 
vére intr. heal, prop. boil together (see CON-, 
FERVENT). Q The medL. syns. confirma, 
conserva, consolida (whence OF. consoude, 
Eng. consound) also refer to the plant’s 
healing properties, and all are renderings 
of Gr. swmphuton (sumphiein cause to grow 
together). 


comic komik pert.to comedy xv1; ludicrous, 

funny xvin. -—L. cómicus- Gr. kómikós, 
f. kémos; see COMEDY, -ICc. So co:micar. 
(Xv) XVI. co:mico-, comb. form of the 
L. and Gr. adjs. xvi (comico-tragical). 


comitadji komite-d3i in Balkans, member 
of band of irregular soldiers. xx. = F. comi- 
tadji- Common Balkan form f. Turk. 
komita — F. comité COMMITTEE-F-77; lit. 
member of a (revolutionary) committee. 


comitia kəmi'fiə legal assembly of the 
ancient Romans. XVIIL. L., pl. of comitium, 
f. com COM--+-itium, noun of action f. :t-, 
ire go. 

comity  ko:miti courtesy XVI; friendly 
understanding. xix. — L. cómitás, f. cómis 
courteous; see -ITY. 


comma  ko:mo phrase smaller than a 
colon; the punctuation mark (,); (mus.) 
minute interval. xvi. =- L. comma - Gr. 
kómma piece cut off, short clause, f. *kop-, 
stem of kóptein strike, cut, with various 
Slav. cogns. 

command koma:nd give an order to 
XIII (Cursor M.); control, dominate xiv. 
ME. com(m)a(u)nde - AN. comaunder, OF. 
comander (mod. comm-) = Pr., Sp. comandar, 
Pg. commandar, It. commandare :- late 
L. commandáre, f. com coM- (intensive) 4- 
mandáre; see MANDATE and cf. demand, 
remand, and commend. Hence command 
sb. xvi (Sh.). So commanda Nr. XVII. 
— F., or It., etc. -ante. comma: nder. xii 
(Cursor M.). — OF. comandere, AN. -dour 
(mod. -deur) :- Rom. *commandátor, -áto- 
rem; see -ER*. comma: ndwzwr. xim (Cur- 
sor M.). ME. com(m)a(u)ndement (4 syll.) 





COMMENT 





— OF. comandement (mod. comm-). com- 
mando komi:ndou (orig. S. Africa) mili- 
tary party, expedition, raid. xix. - Pg. 
commando, f. commandar. 

commandeer komondio:x (orig. S. Africa) 
seize for military use. xIx. = Afrikaans 
kommanderen — F. commander (see prec.). 


commandery komà'ndori benefice held 
in commendam; estate, etc. belonging to 
an order of knights. xv. — F. commanderie, 
f. commander ; see prec. and -ERY. 


commemorate kome-moreit call to re- 
membrance. xvi. f. pp. stem of L. com- 
memoráre, f. com COM- (intensive) 4- memo- 
ráre relate, f. memor (see MEMORY). So 
commemora' TION. XiV. —(O)F. or L. 


commence kome':ns begin; take a degree 

of master or doctor in a faculty (medL. 
incipere) XIV (but the reduced form comse, 
cumse is XII). ME. comence- OF. com- 
(m)encier = Pr. comesar, Cat. comensar, Ít. 
cominciare := Rom. *cominitiäre, f. com 
COM- (intensive)+initidre INITIATE. So 
comme'nceMENT. XII. =(O)F. com- 
mencement. 


commend kəme'nd A. give in trust or 
charge; B. approve conduct or character of. 
XIV. — L. commenddre, f. com CoM- (inten- 
sive) -+manddre commit, entrust (see MAN- 
DATE and cf. COMMAND). In earlier ME. 
command, like OF. comander, was used in 
this sense. So comme-ndaBLe. xIv (Ch.) 
—-(O)F. commendable - 1.. commendadbilis. 
Formerly co:mmendable (as in Sh.), earlier 
commenda:ble. commenda: TION. xii (first 
in liturg. use). — (O)F. - L. comme: nda- 
tory. xvi, — late L. 


commendam kome-ndem temporary 
custody of a benefice. xvi. From ecclL. 
phr. (dare) in commendam (commit) in trust 
or as a deposit, commenda being f. L. com- 
mendáre ; see prec. 


commensal kame‘nsol eating one who 
eats) at the same table. xiv. - medL. com- 
mensális, f. com COM- 4- mensa table ; see -AL. 


commensurable kome:nfürobl reducible to 
the same measure. xvi. — late L. commensurá- 
bilis (Boethius), f. com coM- 4- mensurábilis 
MEASURABLE. So comme: nsurate having 
the same or a corresponding measure or ex- 
tent. xvir. late L. commensurátus (Boethius) ; 
See MEASURE, -ATE?. 


comment ko:mént [commentary xv; ex- 
planatory note xv. — L. commentum inven- 
tion, contrivance, (in Isidore) interpretation, 
comment, f. comment-, pp. stem of com- 
minisci devise, contrive, f. com CON- + *men-, 
base of méns MIND. Hence (or=F. com- 
menter) co:mment vb. (formerly kome'nt). 
xvi. (An earlier verb meaning ‘devise, 
invent! xv was — medL. commentare, L. -ári, 
frequent. f. comment-, comminisci.) 5o com- 
mentanvy ko:montori (hist.) memoir(s), as 
in Caesar's Commentaries ; systematic series 
of comments xV. - L. commentdrius, 
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-arium adj. used sb. (sc. liber book, volümen 
volume), f. commentari. commentaTOR 
ko:menteito1  Tchronicler xiv (Trev.); 
writer of a commentary XVII. = L. 


commerce ko-m31s intercourse; exchange 
of merchandise, trading. xvi. - F. com- 
merce or L. commercium trading, merchan- 
dise, (earlier in actual evidence) intercourse, 
f. com COM--+ merc-, merx merchandise (cf. 
MERCHANT). The stressing commerce is 
found as late as xviir. Hence commerciaAL 
koms3'i[ol. xvii (F. commercial is later). 


commination  komineríon denunciation 
of punishment. xv. —L. comminatid(n-), 
f. comminári menace ; see COM-, MINATORY, 
-ATION. 


comminute ko:minjüt reduce to small parti- 
cles. xvii. f. L. comminüt-, comminuere, f. 
com COM- (intensive) -- minuere lessen (see 
MINUTE). So comrminu-TION. XVI. = late L. 


commiserate komizoreit show pity for. 
xvH. f. L. commiserát-, -ári and -áre, f. com 
COM--+ miseraGri lament, pity, f. miser 
wretched; see MISERY, -ATE?. So com- 
misera‘TION. xvi. — L. 


commissar komisà head of a govern- 
ment department in the U.S.S.R. xx. 
Russ. - F. commissaire - medL. commissGrius 
COMMISSARY. 


commissary kə'misəri (eccl.) officer repre- 
senting another xiv; official having charge 
(esp.) of supplies xv. — medL. commissdrius 
officer in charge, f. commiss-, pp. stem of 
L. committere COMMIT ; see -ARY. So com- 
missariat komiseo:riot (Sc. law) com- 
missary’s court XVII; military department 
charged with providing supplies XVIII; 
partly - medL. commissaridtus; partly — F. 
commissariat ; see -ATE?. 


commission komi:f[on authoritative charge; 

warrant of authority xIv; body charged with 
special authority xv. -—(O)F. commission 
—^ L. commzssió(n-), f. commiss-, pp. stem of 
committere COMMIT; see -ION. So com- 
mi:ssioner one deputed by commission 
for some work. xv. - medL. commissió- 
nürius; see -ARY, -ER! and ?. commis- 
sion(n)aire komi[ongo:1: messenger, light 
porter. xvi. F.,- medL. (as above). 


commissure ko:misjuor juncture, seam 

xv; (physiol) bundles of nerve-substance 
xix. — L. commissüra, f. commiss-, pp. stem 
of committere put together; see next and 
-URE. 


commit komit A. entrust xiv (Ch.); 
B. perpetrate xv; C. engage, involve XVII. 
— L. committere join, join (battle), practise, 
perpetrate, place with another for safety, 
etc., entrust, (medL.) consign to custody, 
f. com COM- + mittere put, send (see MISSION). 
Hence commi'tMENT. XVII. commi'ttaL?. 
XIX, 


committee kəmi'ti A. (surviving leg.: 
pron. komiti) one to whom a charge is 
committed xv; B. body of persons ap- 
pointed for a special business xvir. f. 
COMMIT---EE, after legal terms such as 
feoffee. «| Hence F. comiteé. 


commode komoud twoman’s tall head- 
dress xVI1; chest of drawers, cheffonier 
XvHI; close-stool xix. — F. commode (in 
first two senses), sb. use of commode con- 
venient — L. commodus (see next). For the 
third sense cf. the use of convenience for 
‘urinal’, ‘W.C? 


commodious komoudios tadvantageous, 
serviceable xv; conveniently roomy XVI. 
— F. commodieux or medL. commodiósus, 
f. L. commodus of due measure, convenient, 
f. com COM---modus measure (see MODE); 
for the L. form cf. perfididsus beside perfidus. 
So commodity komo':diti. xiv (Maund.). 
- (O)F. or L. 


commodore kə'mədəər naval officer above 
captain and below rear-admiral. xvir. orig. 
commandore (temp. William III), later com- 
madore, prob. - Du. komandeur — F. com- 
mandeur COMMANDER; but the form suggests 
Sp. or Pg. influence. Q Hence F. commo- 
dore (Voltaire). 


common ko:mon belonging equally to 
two or more; in gen. use XIII (Cursor M.); 
(math. and gram.) xvi. ME. comun - OF. 
comun (mod. commun) = Pr. comú, Sp. 
común, It. comune :— L. commuüni-s, OL. 
comoinis, cogn. with OE. gemz#ne (whence 
ME. mene MEAN!, which common super- 
seded in the sense ‘general’), OHG. gimeini 
(G. gemein), Goth. gamains, f. IE. *ko(m)- 
v-J-*moin- *mein- (cf. Lith. mainyti ex- 
change, OSI. mena change), f. *moi- *mei-, 
another deriv. of which 1s seen in L. maütare, 
mütuus (see MUTATE, MUTUAL) ; cf. IMMUNE, 
REMUNERATE. (sb. for common land.) co'm- 
monalty Tpeople of a nation, etc. XIII; 
general body of the community, common 
people xiv; tthe commons xvi. - OF. 
comunalté (mod. communauté) = Pr. comi- 
naltat, etc. - medL. commünalitàs ; see -AL!, 
-ITY. co:mmonrmR? Tburgess, citizen XIII; 
one of the common people xiv; member of 
the House of Commons; student or under- 
graduate not on the foundation of a college 
XVII. — medL. commünarius. 


commonplace  ko:monpleis, (formerly) 
ko:mon plers Tpassage of general applica- 
tion, leading text, theme; notable passage 
stored up for use in a book of common places 
or commonplace-book; ordinary topic, stock 
theme or subject. XVI. As adj. xvir. tr. L. 
locus commiinis, tr. Gr. koinds tópos (cf. 
TOPIC). 


commotion kamou:fan public disturbance 
xv; (gen.) agitation, perturbation XIV. 
- (O)F. commotion or L. commdtid(n-); see 
COM-, MOTION. 


[195] 


COMMUNE 


commune! ko:mjün, (formerly) komjü:n 
communicate, esp. orally, eth xii; hold 
spiritual intercourse with xvi. = OF. 
comuner share, f. comun COMMON. (The 
orig. form comune, with shifted stress, gave 
tcommon vb. XIV-XVI.) 


commune? ko:mjün in France, territorial 
division XVIII; (hist.) commonalty, corpora- 
tion xix. — F. commune, earlier tcomugne 
- medL. commünia, n. pl. of commiünis COM- 
MON, taken as fem. sg. in sense ‘group of 
people having a common life’. So com- 
munaAL komjunoel komjü: nol. xix. - F. 
communal. 


communicate komjü'nikeit give a share 
of, share in; receive, administer Holy 
Communion; hold intercourse with xvi; 
have a common channel of passage XVIII. 
f. pp. stem of L. commünicare, f. commiünis 
COMMON + -ic-, formative of factitive verbs ; 
see -ATE®, So communiCA' TION. XIV 
(Wycl. Bible). communicative. xiv (‘Tre- 
visa; rare before xvir). 


communion kemjü'nion sharing, parti- 
cipation ; spiritual fellowship xiv ; sacrament 
of the Lord's Supper, participation in this 
xv (in religious uses earlier tcommuning). 
- (O)F. communion or L. commiinid(n-), f. 
communis COMMON; see -ION. ‘The religious 
uses depend on ChrL. communio ecclesiz 
catholica, c. sanctorum, c. carnis Christi, 
c. sancti altaris, etc., and similar uses of Gr. 
KOLVCDVCO., 


communism ko-mjunizm state of society 
in which property is vested in the com- 
munity. 1841. — F. communisme (1840, 
Estienne Cabet), f. commun COMMON ; see 
-ISM. So co:mmunisr. 1841. = F. com- 
muniste (used in another sense XVIII). Q An 
earlier form was communionist 1827. 


community komjü:niti A. body of people 
associated by common status, pursuits, etc. 
xIv (Barbour, Wycl.); B. common character 
xv. Late ME. comunete - OF. comuneté 
(mod. communité) - L.  commiünitütem, f. 
communis; see COMMON, -ITY; later assim. 
to modF. and L. 


commute komjü:t Texchange; change for 
something else. xvi. = L. commutāre 
change altogether, exchange, f. com COM--}- 
mutdre (see MUTATION). Socommiuta‘TION. 
xv. ~(O)F. or L. commuter! xix. 


comp.!, abbrev. of COMPANY XVII; also 
tcompa. Xvil; cf. Comp* on currency notes ; 
now usu. Co. (XVIII). 


comp.” abbrev. of COMPOSITOR; said to be 
orig. for companion, i.e. one of a companion- 
ship of compositors. XIX. 


compact! kompakt covenant, contract. XVI 
(Sh.). - L. compactum, sb. use of n. of pp. 
of compacisci make an agreement ; see COM-, 
PACT. @ Compaction was earlier (Skelton). 
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kompzkt closely packed or 
knit together. xıv (Trevisa), — L. compactus, 
pp. of compingere put closely together, f. 
com COM- -- pangerefasten. Henceco:mpact 
sb. compact make-up powder, etc. Xx; 
cf. F. poudre compacte, fard compact. So 
compa:ct vb. join firmly together. xvt. f. 
pp. stem of L. compingere. 


compages kompeids3iz compacted whole, 


framework of conjoined parts. xvii (earlier 
anglicized Tcompage). — L. compages, f. com 
CoM--+ pag-, as in pangere. So compaginate 
-pe'dzineit knit together. xvil. f. late L. 
compagindre, f. compügin-, -páàgó, syn. of 
compages. 


companion! kompae'njon associate, mate 


XIII; (of an order of knighthood) xvi. ME. 
compainoun — OF. compaignon = Pr. com- 
panhó:- Rom. *compániónem, acc. of *com- 
pánió (whence OF. compain, mod. copa, 
Pr. companh, Sp. compaño), f£. L. com COM- 
+ pänis bread, after Germ. *gaylaibaz 
(Goth. gahlaiba, OHG. galeipo messmate) 
‘one who eats bread with another’, f. *za- 
Y---*xlaib- LoAr. Hence compa-nionaBLE 
fitted to be a companion. xvi. Alteration, 
by assoc. with this sb., of tcompan(t)able 
(xiv) - OF. compaignable, f. compaigner ac- 
company, f. compainz — Rom. *companio. So 
company ka4:mponi. XIII (in the commer- 
cial sense orig. dependent on It. compagnia; 
in the spec. mil. sense on F. compagnie). 
ME. compainie, compaignie - AN. compainte, 
OF. compa(ignie — Pr. companhia, Sp. 
compañia, It. compagnia, alterations of OF. 
compagne (prob. repr. by ME. compayne 
XIV), Sp. compafia, lt. compagna :- Rom. 
*compania, f. *compánió ; see -Y*. 


companion? koampz:njon (naut.) framed 


windows over a hatchway, hooded staircase 
to the captain's cabin. xvtiir (Falconer). 
Alteration, by assoc. with prec., of Du. 
tkompanje (now kam-) —- OF. compagne — It. 
compagna (for camera della compagna store- 
room for provisions, caboose. 


company see COMPANION’. 


compare kompes-r represent as similar. 


XV (earlier comper xiv). — (O)F. comparer 
(earlier comperer) — Pr., Sp. comparar, It. 
comparare := L. comparare pair, match, f. 
compar like, equal, f. com coM--- par equal 
(see PEER). So comparaTIvE kompza'rotiv 
earliest in gram. use. XV. — L. comparátivus, 
f. comparát-, -àre. comparison action of 
comparing, capacity for being compared. 
xIv. ~ OF. comparesoun (mod. -atson) = Pr. 
comparasó, etc. :—- L. comparátioónem (see 
-ATION). 


compartment kompiàá-itmont separate divi- 


sion or part. XVI (-vwment, -ement) -F. 
compartiment — It. compartimento, f. com- 
partire share - late L. compartir, £. com coM- 
(intensive) J- partiri, f. bart-, bars; see PART 
and -MENT. 


COMPASS 


compass ka:‘mpss ‘fdesigning, ingenuity; 

Tarea, space xii (Cursor M.); Tcircle, 
circuitous course ; (pl.) two-legged measur- 
ing instrument XIV; mariner's instrument 
for determining position; bounds, limits 
xvi. —(O)F. compas tmeasure, rule, pair of 
compasses, corr. to Pr., Sp. compas, Pg., It. 
compasso (chiefly) compasses, but in some 
langs. also measure, time in music, rule, 
pattern, step, stride, derivs. of the vb. (see 
below). From Rom. are G. kompass mari- 
ner’s compass, tsundial, Du. kompas, ON. 
kompdss circle, compass, Sw. kompass, Russ. 
Rkémpas, etc. The transference of sense to 
the mariner’s instrument is held to have 
arisen in It. compasso, from the circular 
shape of the compass-box. 5o co:mpass 
vb. contrive, devise x11 (RGlouc.); go 
round, encircle, ENCOMPASS XIV; attain to 
xvi. ~(O)F. compasser (now only) measure 
as with compasses, corr. to Pr., Sp. com- 
pasar, It. compassare, repr. Rom. *com- 
passdre measure, f. L. com COM- + passus 
step, PACE. 





compassion kəmpæ'fən fellow-feeling in 
adversity. xiv. -(O)F. compassion — ecclL. 
compassió(n-), £. compass-, pp. stem of com- 
pati suffer with, feel pity; see coM- and 
PASSION. So compa:ssionaTE’® character- 
ized by compassion. xvi. — F. compassionné, 
pp. of compassionner feel compassion ; after 
affectionate. 


compatible kompzaz-tibl Tsympathetic xv; 
mutually tolerant, congruous xv. -F 
compatible - medL. compatibilis (as in bene- 
ficium compatibile benefice tenable with 
another), f. compati; see prec. and -IBLE. 
Cf. INCOMPATIBLE. 


compatriot kampz‘triet fellow-country- 
man. XVIIL. —(O)F. compatriote — late L. com- 
patriéta (tr. Gr. ovprarpiairns); see COM-, 
PATRIOT. 


compeer kompio: companion, fellow X111 ; 
peer, equal xv. ME. comper — OF. comper ; 
see COM-, PEER!, 


compel kompe:l constrain XIV; drive or 
force together xv. = L. compellere (lit. and 
fig.), f£. com coM-4- pellere drive, rel. to Gr. 
fdllein shake, pelemizein move violently, 
pélemos fighting, Arm. halacem I pursue. 
«| Other comps. of L. pellere give dispel, 
expel, impel, propel, repel, with sbs. in -pulse, 
-pulsion; cf. also appeal, repeal. 


compendious kəmpe'ndiəs comprehensive 
but brief. xiv. —(O)F. compendieux — L. 
compendidsus abridged, brief, f. compe-n- 
dium, lit. ‘that which is weighed together’, 
saving, abbreviation, which) has been used 
as Eng. since xvi. L., f. compendere, f. com 
COM- -- pendere weigh (cf. POISE). 


compensate ko:mponseit, formerly kəm- 
pe'nseit make up for. XVII. f. pp. stem of 
L. compensare weigh (one) against another, 


[197] 


COMPLAISANT 





counterbalance, f. com COM- - pensáre, fre- 
quent. of pendere weigh ; see prec. and -ATE?. 
So compensA'TION. XIV. -(O)F. - L. 


compére ko:mpeo1 sponsor of an entertain- 


ment. xx. F. ‘godfather’, ‘accomplice’, ‘an- 
nouncer' - Rom. *compater, f. com COM-4- 
pater FATHER. Also vb. 


compete kompi't vie, strive with another. 


XVII (not frequent before XIX; stigmatized 
as a Scotticism and as an Americanism, 
c. 1825). = L. competere, in its late sense of 
‘strive for (something) together with 
another’, f. com COM--+ petere aim at, seek. 
So competi‘TION. xvii. ~ late L. (cf. PETI- 
TION). competitive kompe‘titiv. XIX. com- 
pe‘titor fellow candidate, rival. xvi. — F. 
(-eur) or L.; see -or?. 


competent ko'mpitont suitable, proper, 


adequate xiv ; legally qualified or sufficient 
Xv. —(O)F. compétent or L. competent-, 
-&n$, prp. of competere in the sense ‘be 
fit, proper, or qualified! ; see prec. and -ENT. 
Hence co:mpetENCE, -ENCY sufficiency (of 
qualification). xvi. Cf. L. competentia agree- 
ment; F. compétence jurisdiction, ability, Sp. 
competencia competition, rivalry, legal com- 
petence, aptitude, It. competenza ability, 
rivalry, (pl) fees. €] Though originating 
from the same L. verb as the prec. group, 
this group of words has a different range of 
meanings. 


compile komparl put together (literary 


materials). xiv (Trev) -— (O)F. compiler 
put together, collect, or its presumed source 
L. compilare plunder, (contextually) pla- 
giarize, f. com COM-+ pila PILE*. So com- 
pila‘rIon. xv. - (O)F. - L. compiler. 
xiv (R. Mannyng). ~ (O)F. compileur :- 
late L. comp:latórem ; see -ER!. 


complacent komplersont Tpleasing xvii; 


satisfied, esp. with oneself xvii. ~ L. com- 
placent-, -éns, prp. of complacére, f. com 
COM- intensive-+placére PLEASE; see -ENT. 
(The current sense was formerly expressed 
by tcomplacential xvit.) So compla:‘cENcE 
(self-) satisfaction. xv. compla-cENcv. 
XVII. -medL. complacentia. Cf. COM- 
PLAISANT. 


complain komplern fbewail, lament XIv 


(Ch.); (intr. and trefl.) give vent to feelings 
of injury or discontent x1v (Gower). ME. 
compleigne-(O)F. complaign-, pres. stem 
of complaindre (orig. refl.) = Pr. complanher, 
Cat. complanyer, It. compiangere :- Rom, 
(medL.) complangere, f. com COM- intensive 
-plangere lament (see PLAINT). So com- 
plaiànt act of complaining. xiv (Ch.). 
= (O)F. complainte. 


complaisant ko-mplizont, kəmplei'zənt 


politely agreeable. xvii. = F. complaisant 
obliging: prp. of complaire acquiesce in 
order to please, repr. L. complacēre (see 
COMPLACENT). So complaisance. XVII. 





COMPLEMENT 


COMPOUND 





complement ko-mplimant  accomplish- 
ment, consummation xIV; something which 
completes a whole xvi; Tadjunct; personal 
accomplishment ; Tobservance of ceremony, 
tribute of courtesy xvi. — L. complémentum, 
f. complére; see next, and -MENT, and cf. 


= Pr. complir, etc. :- Rom. *complire (cf. 
ACCOMPLISH), for L. complére fill up, COM- 
PLETE. @ The medL. forms are complé- 
torium and complendum (abbrev. compl, 
complen’). 


COMPLIMENT. Hence «compleme-ntaL, | comply kompla A. Tfulfl xvm (Sh); 


-mentaky Taccessory ; Tceremonious, com- 
plimentary xvii; forming a complement 
XIX. 


complete komplit entire, finished, perfect 
XIV (Ch., Wyclif) ; Taccomplished, consum- 
mate XVI. — (O)F. complet or L. complétus, 
pp. of complere fill up, finish, fulfil, f. com 
com- (intensive) + *plé-, base of plénus FULL. 
Hence comple-te vb. xvi; cf. F. compléter. 
So comple-TIon, comple‘tive. xvii. = late 


B. Fuse compliments, observe formalities 
xvii (Sh); tbe complaisant with; act in 
accordance with circumstances, others’ 
desires, etc. xvii. —It. complire — Cat. 
complir, Sp. cumplir (in which was developed 
the sense of ‘satisfy’, hence ‘satisfy the 
requirements of courtesy) - L. complére 
COMPLETE. Cf. COMPLEMENT, COMPLIMENT, 
and ACCOMPLISH(MENT). @ ME. complien 
fulfil, carry out (xiv) is f. OF. complire. 


L. compo ko'mpou short for COMPOSITION. 


complex  ko:mpleks consisting of parts 


XIX. 


united or combined (later with notion of | component kompou' nont composing, con- 


complication). xvii. — F. complexe or its 
source L. complexus, pp. of complectere, 
complecti encompass, embrace, comprehend, 
comprise; but sometimes analysed as COM- 
+plexus woven. Formerly str. comple-x. 
Hence complexity. xvi; cf. F. com- 
plexité. 

complexion komple-kfon combination of 


stituent; also sb. xvii. =L. compõnent-, 
-éns, prp. of componere COMPOUND; see 
-ENT. 


comport! kompo':t Tbear, endure; agree 


with XVI; behave oneself xvii. — L.. com- 
portàre, f. com COM--+portdre carry, bear 
(see PORT?) ; cf. F. comporter. 


the four humours of the body, (hence) | COmport? ko:mpoit dessert dish raised on 


bodily constitution and (further) habit of 
mind XIV; natural texture of the skin xv. 
~(O)F. complexion — L. complexid(n-) com- 


a support. XVIII. perh. short for synon. 
compo'rtier (xviir), unexpl. alteration of 
COMPOTIER. 


bination, association, (late) bodily habit, f. | composant, corrupt. of CORPOSANT. XVIII. 


complex-; see prec. and -ION. 


compliant komplaront disposed to com- 
ply, complaisant. xvii. f. COMPLY + -ANT, 
prob. after PLIANT. Hence compli-ANcE. 
XVII. 


complicate ko:mplikeit Tintertwine; mix 
up with xvil; make complex xix. f. pp. stem 
of L. complicáre, f£. com coM- 4- plicáre fold. 
So complica:riON. xvi. -late L. 


complicity kəmph'sitı partnership in 
wrong. XVII (rare before xix). - F. compli- 
cité or L. *complicitas, f. complic-, COMPLEX ; 
see -ITY and cf. duplicity, simplicity. 


compliment  ko:mplimont —ceremonioüus 


compose kompou'z A. put together, make 


up Xv; set up (type); B. arrange, adjust; 
pacify, tranquillize xvil. — (O)F. composer, 
based on L. componere; see COMPOUND?, 
POSE. Iience compo'sURE Tcomposition, 
in various senses XVI; composed state XVII 
(Milton). Cf. EXPOSURE; modelled on 
closure. So composite ko:mpozit (archit.) 
fifth of the classical orders xvi; of com- 
pound structure XVII. — F. composite or L. 
compositus, pp. of compõnere. composr-- 
TION. XIV (Ch., Wycl. Bible). - (O)F. - L. 
compositor kompo'zito1 T(Sc.) arbiter x1V ; 
type-setter xvI. - AN. - L.. 


tribute of courtesy, esp. polite phrase of | compost ko-mpost (cookery) compote XIV; 


commendation XVH; pl. formal greetings 
XVIII. =~ F. compliment ~ Ït. complimento 
— OCat. complimento, Sp. cumplimiento, 
repr. Rom. *complimentum, for L. complé- 
mentum COMPLEMENT. 'lhe earlier sp. was 
complement, the occurrence of which has 
often been disguised, under the present 
form, in modern editions or reissues. The 
orig. sense of ‘filling up, fulfilment, accom- 
plishment’ became specified as ‘fulfilment 
or observance of the requirements of 


prepared manure XVI; (arch.) composition 
xvii. ~ OF. composte and compost := L. 
composta, -tum, sb. uses of fem. and n. of 
componere COMPOUND. 


compote  ko:mpout fruit preserved in 


syrup, (later) fruit salad. xvir (Evelyn). 
=- F. compote, later form of OF. composte 
stew, dish consisting of fruit :- *composita, 
sb. use of fem. of L. compositus, pp. of 
compdnere COMPOUND’, 


courtesy’. compotier kampo'tiei dish for dessert 


compline ko-mplin last of the canonical 


fruit. XVIII. F., f. compote; see prec. 


hours. xiiI (compelin, complin). Alteration, | compound! kə'mpaund compounded, 


prob. after matines, matins, of (O)F. complie 
(now pl. complies ; cf. Sp., Pg. completas pl.), 
sb. use of fem. pp. pl. of Tcomplir complete 
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composite. XIV. pp. of compoune , see next. 
Also sb. compound word xvi (Palsgr.); 
compound substance xvii (Sh.). 


COMPOUND CON 





compound? kompau'nd put together, com- COMPEL; see -SION. So compulsory 
bine, compose xiv (Ch.); trans. and intr. enforced, obligatory XVI; coercive XVII. 
settle differences, claims, or terms xv. ME. Formerly also tcompulsative, -atory, com- 


compoune — OF. compo(u)n-, pres. stem of | pulsive xvu (Sh.). 

compondre = Pr. compon(d)re, It. comporre | compunction kəmpa'nkfon pricking of 
¿+= L. compõnere (rendering Gr. everévat; | the conscience. xiv; in weakened sense 
cf. SYNTHESIS) put or bring together, arrange, xvi. —(O)F. componction = ChrL. com- 
devise; see COM-, POSITION. The orig. ME. punctió(n-) f. compungere, f. com COM- 
form was superseded by the present form (intensive)--pungere prick (see PUNCTURE 
in XVI, on the model of EXPOUND. and -TIon)}. Hence compu'nctious re- 


compound? ko:mpaund in the East, enclo- morseful. xvir (Sh.). 

sure within which a (European) residence | compurgator ko:mpàageito: witness who 
or factory stands. xvii. — Pg. campon or swears to the credibility of an accused 
Du. kampoeng - Malay Rampong, -ung enclo- person when he purges himself by oath. 
sure, fenced-in space, quarter occupied by xvi. -medL. compurgátor (xiu), f. com 
a particular nationality. COM-+ purgdtor purger (see PURGE). So 


comprador kompradó: ‘native servant compurgA'TION. XVII. BIER 
in the East xvir; in China, principal native | compute kompjirt determine by mathe- 


servant XIX. — Pg. comprador buyer :- late matical reckoning. XVII. = F. computer or 
L. comparãtōrem, f. comparäre purchase, L. computare, f. com COM-+ putãre clear or 
f. com COM- + paráre furnish, PREPARE, -OR!. settle (an account), reckon, think, rel. to 


e ; putus unmixed (esp. in argentum purum 
comprehend komprihe:nd grasp with the | butum pure silver without alloy). So com- 


mind; comprise, include. XIV. — OF. | puta-rion. xv. compurter), xvi. - F. or 
comprehender or L. comprehendere, f. com 
: 3 L. Cf. PUTATIVE. 

COM- d- prehendere seize (cf. GET). So com- , 
prehe'nsıBLE. xvi. comprehension in- | computus ko-mpjiitas set of tables for 
SIVE. xv. All- F. or L. dates in the calendar. xIx. late L., ‘com- 
putation’, in medL,. as above, rel. to prec. 
So co: mputisT one skilled in the computus. 
XVII. — medL. computista. 


compress kompres press together xiv 
(Trevisa); condense xviir. = OF. compresser 


or late L. compressáre, or f. pp. compress- of 
comprimere; see COM-, PRESS. So compress comrade ko'mrod, ka:mrod close com- 


sb. ko'mpres (surg.) mass of materia] | panion. XVI. Earlier camerade, camarade, 
formed into a pad. xvi. =F. compresse com(m)erade, cumrade — F. camerade, cama- 
(Paré), f. compresser. compression -pre'fon. | 74de (orig. fem.) - Sp. camarada (i) barrack- 
xiv. —(O)F.-L. room, (ii) chamber-fellow, mate, f. camara 
: . CHAMBER ; see ~ADE. The stress was orig. on 
comprise komprarz Tlay hold of; compre- the final syll, as in Sh. (varying with 
hend, include. xv. In earliest use Sc.; f. co'mrade) and Milton. 


F. compris-e, pp. of comprendre COMPREHEND, ; » 
on the analogy of comps. of prendre, of comstockery  ko:mstokori opposition to 


which a sb. and vb. in -prise existed, as icd Y M E qe 
enterprise (Temprise), surprise (Tsupprise). M ; ] 


can who attacked the nude in art ; see -ERY. 
compromise ko'mpromoeiz joint agree- 


ns ; comtism  kó:tizm positivism. XIX. =F. 
ment to abide by a decision xv; coming to comtisme, f. name of Auguste Comte (1798- 
terms by concessions on both sides xvI. 


ET aes 1d French philosopher; see -IsM. 
-(O)F. compromis —juridical L. compró- d a 2 k 1 , 
missum, sb. use of n. of pp. of comprómittere | COP- Kon in the sense get to know, learn, 


consent to arbitration, f. com COM- prémnit- hence get by heart, commit to memory’, 
tere PROMISE. Hence compromise vb. xv. peruse, scan’, and in (dial.) phr. con thank(s), 
In part repl. tcompromit (xv) — L. com- from OE. panc cunnan (= ON, kunna þokk); 
promittere. differentiated var. of ME. cunne, OE. cunnan 


know (see CAN?); not clearly evidenced 
compter kau:ntei var. of COUNTER!, from | (with pt. and pp. conned) before xv, earlier 
XVII the official sp. in the name of certain instances of conne, konne being normal 


prisons for debtors, etc. graphic vars. of cunne. A specially inter- 
. a £ ^ 
comptometer kompto'mito1 calculating- E einn ede D by D m 
machine. xix. f. F. compte counT!--~-o-+ quay ere Seni ge tenes 
-METER. con? kon, kan direct the steering of (a ship) 
. from a commanding position. XVII (cun, 
yov s ps gree = Ge due to con). Reduced form of teond, tcund (xvi), 
uc CM pes d dosi (L. computus), shortening of Tcondie, Tcondue (x1iv) - (O)F. 
used in certain official designations. xvi. conduire += L. condiicere CONDUCT. Survives 
compulsion kempa-lfan action of com- mainly in comning-tower pilot-house of a 
pelling. xv. -(O)F. compulsion —late L. com- warship or submarine XIX. 


pulsid(n-), f. compuls-, pp. stem of compellere | con® see PRO}, 
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CON 





con* (U.S.) short for CONFIDENCE (man, 
trick). xix. 


con- kon, kon comb. form of L. prep. com 
(later cum) with, used regularly before all 
consonants except b, m, h, r, and L; see coL-, 
coM-. In OF. conv- was reduced to cov-, 
€.g. COVENANT, COVET; many Eng. adop- 
tions preserve this, but in some words con- 
was restored, e.g. CONVENT, the orig. form 
of which survives in the name of Covent 
Garden, London. Forthe meaning see com-. 


conacre ko'neikor in Ireland, letting by 
a tenant of land prepared for a crop. xix. 
orig. corn-acre, i.e. CORN}, ACRE. 


conation kounerj[on (philos.) faculty of 
volition. xix. — L. cónatió(n-), f. cónüt-, 
cónári endeavour; see -ATION. So cOonATIVE 
kou':notiv. XIX. 


concatenate  konkz-tineit link together. 
XVI. f. pp. stem of late L. concaténàre, f. com 
CON---caténa CHAIN; see ~ATE®. So come 
catenA'TION. xvii, — F. or L. 


concave ko:nkeiv hollow )( convex. xv. 
~ L. concavus (perh. through F. concace), 
f. com CON-+ cavus hollow. So concavity. 
XIV. ~ F. or late L. ; see CAVE, CAVITY. 


conceal ksnsil keep from being seen or 
known. xiv (Barbour). — OF. conceler — L. 
concéláre, f£. com CON--|-céldre hide, f. base 
*hel- (cf. CELL, CLANDESTINE, OCCULT). So 
concea‘IMENT. xiv. =—OF. concelement, 
f. conceler. 


concede konstd grant, yield. xvi. =F. 
concéder or its source L. concédere with- 
draw, yield; see CON- and CEDE. So con- 
cession kanse-fan. xvi. - F. or L. 


conceit kansi‘t fconception, thought; per- 
sonal opinion xIv (Ch.); fanciful opinion, 
etc., fancy XV; for self-conceit xvit.. f. cow- 
CEIVE on the analogv of the pairs deceive, de- 
ceit, receive, receipt, which have F. originals. 
The sense-development was infl. by It. con- 
cetto (1- late L. conceptus CONCEPT), which 
the Eng. word was prob. designed to repre- 
sent. Hence conceit vb. xvi. conceited. 

f. vb. or sb.; see -ED?. 


AVI. 


conceive konsiv become pregnant (with) 
XIII; take into the mind xiv; formulate in 
words xvi. - OF. conceiv-, tonic stem of 
concevoir, for *conceivre — Pr. concebre, Sp. 
concebir, It. concepire += L. concipere take to 
oneself, be pregnant, comprehend mentally, 
express, f. com CON--+capere take (cf. CAP- 
TIVE). So concei-VABLE XVI. 


concentrate ko-nsontreit bring to a com- 

mon centre. XVII. f. pp. stem of L. *con- 
centráre (cf. F. concentrer, It. concentrare, 
Sp. concentrar), modelled on concentricus; 
see -ATE?. So comcentra‘TION. XVII. COii- 
centre. xvi. =F. concentrer= L. con- 
centric konse'ntrik having a common 
centre. XIV (Ch.; rare before XVII; con- 
centrical from xv1). — (O)F. concentrique or 
medL. -icus; see CON-, CENTRE, -IC. 


CONCILIAR 


conception konse'píon action of conceiv- 
ing in the womb xı; apprehension, 
imagination XIV; notion xvi.  —(OJF. 
conception =L. conceptiö(n-); f. concept-, 
concipere CONCEIVE ; see -TION. So concept 
kə'nsept thought, opinion, etc. xvi; 
(philos.) xvir. —late L. conceptus, f. pp. 
stem of concipere. conce:ptuaAL. XVII. 
— medL. conceptuđlis, f. conceptus; hence 
conce: ptualisr (scholastic philos.) xvir, 
-ISM XIX ; cf. F. conceptualisme, G. -ismus. 


concern konso-n Tdiscern ; sc. relate to xv: 
engage the attention of XVI; pass. be inter- 
ested, involved. xvir. = (O)F. concerner or 
late L. concernere sift, distinguish, in med L. 
have respect or reference to, f. com CON--+ 
cernere sift, f. base *ker- (cf. CERTAIN). 
Somewhat earlier in prp. conce:rning (xv) 
in uses leading to its use as prep., prob. 
modelled on a similar use of F. concernant. 
Hence conce’rn sb. Xvi. 


concert! ko:xnso:it harmony; musical per- 
formance. XVII. — F. concert —- It. CONCERTO. 


concert? konso'it Tunite Xv1; arrange by 
agreement XVII. ~ F. concerter — It. con- 
certare bring into agreement or harmony, 
of obscure origin (identity with L. concertdre 
contend, dispute is improbable). con- 
certina konsoaiti-na musical instrument 
with bellows and keys. xix (invented by 
Sir Charles Wheatstone, 1829). f. CONCERT! 
-- -ina, after seraphina. 


concerto kont[o:itou, kons3:itou musical 
composition for solo instruments accom- 
panied by orchestra. xvi. It., f. concertare 
(see CONCERT?). 


concession kanse‘fan conceding or thing 
conceded. xvi. ~(O)F. concession or L. 
concessió(n-), f. concess-, pp. stem of con- 
cédere CONCEDE ; see -ION. So conce'ssIVE 
(chiefly gram.). xvii. -]late L. 


concetto kontfe:ttou literary conceit. XVIII. 
It. :- L. conceptu-s (in late L.) thought, 
purpose (see CONCEPT). 


conch konk shell, shell-fsh. xvr. = L. 
concha bivalve, mussel, pearl oyster, shell 
of snail, etc. —- Gr. kógkhé (cf. Skr. cagkhds 
conch). The earliest Eng. form was perh. 
conche, pl. conches ; cf. the surviving alterna- 
tive pronunc. kontf. 


conchy ko-nfi collog. shortening of con- 
scilentious objector (sc. to military or other 
service). xx. Cf. -v*. 


concierge k5sid‘13, || kõsjer3 janitor, care- 

taker. xvii. F., OF. cumcerges (whence 
medL. consergius):- Rom. ‘*conservius, 
alteration of L. conservus fellow slave (see 
CON-, SERF), after consocius companion. 


conciliar konsi:lior pert. to a council. 
xvit. f. L, concilium COUNCIL-}-AR. 
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CONCILIATE 


CONDIMENT 





conciliate kənsi'lieit gain the goodwill of, 
win over; reconcile. xvi. f. pp. stem of 
L. conciliàre combine, unite, procure, gain, 
win, f. concilium meeting, union, COUNCIL; 


see -ATE?, So concilia'TION. XVI. =L. 
conciliaron. xvi. -I, conciliarony. 
XVI. 


concinnity konsiniti congruity; elegance 
of literary style. xvi. — L. concinnitás, f. 
concinnus skilfully put together, well 
adjusted, elegant, neat; see -iTY. 


concise konsars expressed in few words. 

XVI. —F. concis-e or L. concisus divided, 
broken up, brief, pp. of concidere cut or 
divide up, f. com CON- (intensive) -} cadere 
cut (cf. CZESURA). 


conclave  ko:nkleiv  tprivate chamber; 
private place of assembly of cardinals xiv 
(assembly of cardinals for election of pope 
XVII); (gen.) private assembly xvr. - FF. 
conclave ~ L. concláve, f. com CON--- clàvis 
key (cf. CLAVICLE). 


conclude  konklird  Tenclose, include; 
bring or come to a close, settlement, deci- 
sion; infer, prove. xiv. — L. conclidere (in 
the above senses), f. com CON-+ claudere 
shut (cf. cLosE). So conclusion konkla: zon 
end, issue; inference; proposition; Tex- 
periment; decision. xiv. —(O)F. conclusion 
or L. conclüsió(n-), f. conclüs-, conclüdere. 
So conclusivE konklü:siv. xvi. —late L. 


concoct konko-kt fmaturate (metals); 
Tdigest (food) xvi; compose, devise xvii. 
f. concoct-, pp. stem of L. concoquere digest, 
put up with, mature, consider, reflect upon, 
f. com CON- + coquere cook, f. coquus COOK. 
So conco'cTION. Xvr. -L 


concomitant konko:mitont accompanying 
or attendant (person or thing). Xvit. — prp. 
of late L. concomitüári accompany, f. com 
CON- 3- comitári, f. comit-, comes companion ; 
see COUNT?, -ANT. So conco:mitANCE co- 
existence (spec. theol.). xvi. —medL. 


concord ko'nkiid, ko-nkóid agreement, 
harmony. xiu (Cursor M.). - (O)F. con- 
corde = L. concordia, f. concord-, concors of 
one mind, f. com CON-+ cor HEART. So con- 
cordance kənkö'ıdəns A. alphabetical 
register with citations of words contained 
in a work (orig. and esp. the Bible) xiv; 
B. agreement xv. — F. concordance — medL. 
concordantia, f. prp. stem of concorddre 
agree, f. concors; the use in A was orig. pl. 
(medL. concordantiz), each series of parallel 
passages being a concordantia. So con- 
co:rdawxT agreeing. xv. concordat kon- 
kó:idet agreement, compact. xvii =F. 
concordat or L. concordátum, sb. use of n. 
pp. of concorddre, after the formula ‘trans- 
actum, compositum, et concordatum est’ 
(it has been concluded, arranged, and 
agreed). 


concourse ko‘nkidss, ko-n- running or flow- 
ing together, meeting XIV; concurrence; 


assemblage xvir. ME. concours — (O)F. con- 
cours — L. concursu-s, f. concurs-, concurrere 
run together, CONCUR. 


concrete ko-nkrit, ka-n-, (formerly) konkri-t 
tunited, composite; opp. to abstract Xiv 
(Trev.); sb. concreted mass XVII; composi- 
tion of gravel or sand and cement XIX. ~ F. 
concret or L. concrétus, pp. of concréscere 
grow together, f. com CON--+créscere grow 
(see CRESCENT). So CoOncre TION. XVI. 


« . 


concubine ko:gkjubain. xir. — (OJ)F. con- 
cubine — L. concubina, f. com CON-+ cub- 
lie down (cf. CUBICLE). So concubinacE 
konkjü:binidg. xiv. -F. concu-binary 
(one) living in concubinage. xvi. - medL. 
concubznàárius ; cf. F. concubinatre. 


concupiscence  konkjü:pisons vehement 
desire; libidinous desire, lust. xiv. — (O)F. 
concupiscence —late L. concupiscentia, f, 
concupiscent-, prp. stem of concupiscere, 
inceptive of concupere, f. com CON- -+ cupere 
desire; see CUPIDITY, -ENCE. So con- 
cu’piscIBLE vehemently to be desired xv; 
vehemently desirous XIV. 


concur konk5: Tcollide, converge xv ; fall 
together, coincide; agree in action or 
opinion XV. — L. concurrere, f£. com CON--.- 
currere run (see COURSE). So concurrENT 
kaA'ront. xiv (Trev.). concu rrENCE. Xv; cf. 
medL. concurrentia. 


concussion kənka'fon violent agitation XV; 
injury due to the shock of a blow, etc. XVI. 
—- L. concussió(n-), f. concuss-, pp. stem of 
concutere dash together, shake violently, 
f. com CON--+ quatere shake (cf. QUASH) ; see 
-ION. 


condemn  konde:m pronounce adverse 
judgement on. xir (Cursor M.). - OF. 
condem(p)ner (mod. condammer)- L. con- 
dem(p)náre, f. com CoN---damnáre DAMN. 
So condemna'TION. xiv. ~ late L. 


condense konde:ns increase the density of 

xv; reduce from vapour to liquid xvi. 
— (O)F. condenser or L. condensáre, f. con- 
densus very dense; see CON-, DENSE. So 
condensa‘TION. xvil. —late L. 


condescend kondise-nd tsettle down to 
XIV (Ch.); bend down to, Tbe complaisant, 
agree XV. -(O)F. condescendre — ecclL. 
condéscendere stoop (fig.), in medL. accede, 
agree to, f. com CON- - déscendere DESCEND. 
So condesce-nsION. xvir. — ecclL. 


condign kondarn Tof equal worth xv; 
Tworthy, deserving xv; deserved, fitting, 
esp. in condign punishment, a phr. derived 
from Tudor acts of parliament xv. —- (O)F. 
condigne (X1v in amende condigne fitting fine) 
—- L. condignus wholly worthy, f. com CON- 
(intensive) -+ dignus worthy (cf. DIGNITY). 


condiment ko-ndiment seasoning, relish. 

xv. —L. condimentum, f. condire preserve, 
pickle, embalm, by-form of condere pre- 
serve, prop. put together, prob. modelled 
on salire season with salt (beside sal(I)ere). 
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CONDITION 





condition kondi-fan convention, stipula- 
tion; mode of being. xiv. = OF. condicion 
(mod. condition), corr. to Pr. condicio, It. 
condizione, etc. — L.. condició(n-) agreement, 
compact, terms, situation, state, rel. to 
condicere agree upon, promise, lit. talk over 
together, f. com CON--Fdicere declare, say 
(cf. DICTION); for the stem die- cf. dicté 
authority, sway, ABDICATE, DEDICATE, INDI- 
CATE, PREDICATE. So condi‘tiomaL. xiv. 
~ OF. condicionel (mod. -tionnel) or late L. 
condiciondlis (juridical term). 


condole kandou'l tsorrow greatly; trans. 
grieve with or over XVI; express sympathy 
with xvil. — ChrL. condolére, f. com cow-4- 
dolére suffer pain, grieve (see DOLOUR). So 
condo-lENCE Tsympathetic grief; outward 
expression of sympathy. xvi. f. the vb.; 
but in the second sense orig. in the form 
'teondoleance, later modified to Tcondolance, 
— F. condoléance (f. condouloir, under the 
influence of doléance); hence the stress on 
the second syll. 


condominium  kondomrniom joint rule. 
xvilI (Burnet). modL., f. con--++L. domi- 
nium lordship (cf. DOMINION). 


condone kandou'n overlook and forgive 
(an offence). xiX (dating from the Divorce 
Act of 1857; in dictionaries of xVII-XVIII 
merely an anglicization of the L. word 
without reference to use). ~ L. condéndre 
deliver up, surrender, refrain from punish- 
ing as a favour, f. com CoN- altogether-+ 
dónàáre give (cf. DONATION, PARDON), a term 
of canon law with spec. reference to viola- 
tion of the marriage vow. Socondona:TION. 
XVII. ~ L.; adopted from casuistic use. 


condor ko:ndó:r large S. American bird of 
the vulture kind. xvii. — Sp. cóndor = Peru- 
vian cuntur. 


condottiere kondotiea-ri leader of merce- 
nary troops. XVIII (Mrs. Radcliffe). It., f. 
condotto leadership, CONDUCT + ~iere, agent- 
suffix :- L. -drius -ARY. 


conduce kondjü:s tlead xv; tengage, hire; 
contribute, lead, or tend £o xvi. = L. condū- 
cere bring together (and all the above senses), 
f. com CoN- + dicere lead (see pucr). Hence 
condu:civE conducing to. xvii; after 
earlier conductive (XV1; cf. F. tconductif). 


conduct ko ndakt guiding, leading (sur- 
viving in safe conduct); management xv; 
manner of conducting oneself xvii. - L. 
conductus, f. conduct-, condücere (see CON- 
DUCE). Preceded by conduit(e), condut(e), 
-dyt (xiu-xvi) - OF. conduit, (also mod.) 
conduite - rmedL. conductus, Rom. *conducta 
(cf. Pr. conduch, Sp. conducto, -ducta, It. con- 
dotto, -dotta). Cf. CONDUIT. So conduct 
vb. kenda:kt lead, guide xv (Lydg.); 
command xvi; direct, manage Xvir. Pre- 
ceded by conduite, -dyte (xv), f. (O)F. 
conduit, pp. of conduire; later assim. to the 
L. pp. conductus. conducrioN konda:kfíon 
tleading, leadership ; {management ; fhiring 


CONFEDERATE 





XVI; conducting (of liquid) xvir; trans- 
mission of heat, electricity, etc. x1x. - (O)F. 
or L. condu-ctor A. leader, commander 
XVI; manager XVII; director of singers and 
musicians XVIII ; B. substance or object that 
conducts heat, etc, xviir. — (O)F. conducteur 
- L.; see -or'; earlier conduitour, conditour 
(xv) - OF. 


conduit ka:ndit channel or pipe for the 


conveyance of liguid. xiv. ME. condut, 
condit - (O)F. conduit :- medL. conductu-s, 
f. conduct-, pp. stem of condücere CONDUCE 
(cf. AQUEDUCT). 


condyle ka-ndil rounded process at the 


end of a bone. xvir. = F. condyle (Paré, xv1) 
— L. condylus - Gr. kóndulos knuckle (f. base 
meaning ‘round object’). 


Condy's fluid ko:ndiz flü'id disinfecting 


fluid named after Henry Bollmann Condy, 
English physician. XIX. 


cone koun figure of which the base is a 


circle and the summit a point xvi (in earlier 
use her. tangular division of a shield xv). 
(Also in xvi-xVi1 con) —- F. cóne — L. cónus 
— Gr. kónos pine-cone, geometrical cone, 
conical apex, spinning-top, rel. to HONE. 
So conic ko: nik, -iCAL. xvr. - modL. 
cónicus — Gr. kónikós. cono- comb. form, 
as in conocuneus XVII, conodont XIX. CONOID 
kou:noid xvii, conokdarL xvi. - mod. 
cónoides — Gr. kónoeidés. 


confab ko:nfeb. xvin. colloq. shortening 


of confabularioN  konfzbjülerJon talk, 
chat. xv. - late L. confabulátió(n-), £. confabu- 
làri converse (see CON- and FABLE), whence 
confa-bulate xvir, which was also formerly 
abbrev. confab. 


confarreation ko:nferiei‘fan solemn form 


of marriage among the ancient Romans, 
marked by the offering of a cake of spelt. 
xvi. -L. confarreátioó(n-), f. confarredre 
unite in marriage in this way, f. com CON-+ 
farreum spelt cake, sb. use of n. of farreus, 
f. far grain, spelt (cf. BARLEY’); see -ATION. 


confection konfe-kf[on compounded medi- 


cinal preparation; prepared dish, prepara- 
tion of fruit, etc., conserve, sweetmeat. 
xiv. —(O)F. confection - L. confectid(n-) 
preparation (abstr. and concr.), f. confect-, 
pp. stem of conficere prepare, f. com CON--+ 
facere put, make; see CON-, FACT, -TION. 
Hence, through the vb. confection (XVI), 
confe-ctioner maker of sweetmeats, cakes, 
etc. XVI; see -ER!; whence confe-ctionERY 
XVIII. 


confederate konfe:dorot leagued, allied x1v; 


sb. accomplice xv; ally xvi. - late (eccl.) L. 
confoederdtus ; see CON-, FEDERATE. So con- 
federa:TION league, alliance, conspiracy 
XV; body of states leagued together xvi. 
~- (OJF. or late L. (Jerome). confe:deracv 
(in same senses). XIV. — AN. confederacie. 
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confer konís: bring together, collect ; 
compare, collate; converse, take counsel; 
bestow. xvi. — L. conferre (in these senses), 
f. com CON--ferre bring, BEAR?. The stress 
is as 1n other direct derivs. from L., defe'r, 
infe, as contrasted with differ, offer, 
pro-ffer, su:ffer, which came through French. 
So conferENce ko-nforans fcollation, col- 
lection; taking counsel, discourse; meeting 
for consultation. XVI. =F. conférence or 
medL. conferentia. 


confess konfe:s own to, acknowledge, esp. 
guiltily; hear the confession of, shrive. 
XIV (Ch.). — (O)F. confesser = Pr. confessar, 
etc. :- Rom. *confessare, f. L. confessus, pp. 
of confiteri acknowledge, f. com CON- 4-fatéri 
declare, avow, rel. to fdri speak, fdabula 
FABLE. So confession -fe-fan acknow- 
ledgement (of guilt) x1v (Wyclif); matter 
confessed xv; formulary of belief xvi. 
—- (O)F. - L. confe:ssionar place for hear- 
ing confessions. XVIII. — F. confessional 
— It. confessionale — med L. confessionäle, sb. 
use of n. sg. of adj. confessor kənfe'səx 
(eccl. one who avows his religion in the 
face of danger but does not suffer martyrdom 
XII; (gen.) one who makes confession (of 
belief, guilt, etc.) x11; (eccl.) one who hears 
confessions (in this sense often ko-nfes4z, 
with normal stress-development from ME. 
confessou:r) xiv. — AN. confessur, OF. con- 
fessour (mod. -eur) — ecclL. confessor, f. 
confess-, confitéri; see -OR?. 


confetti konfe:ti small sweets used as 
missiles at a carnival, small disks of paper 


so used at weddings. xix. It., pl. of confetto 
COMFIT. 


confide konfard put faith zn. xv. -L. 
confidere, f. com con- (intensive) J-fzdere 
trust (see FAITH). So confident ko: nfidont 
trusting, self-assured xv1; Ttrusted, trusty 
XVII; sb. confidential friend or adviser XVII; 
in the earlier sense = L. confident-, -éns; in 
the later, and as sb.= F. confident — lt. 
confidente; in sb. use superseded by con- 
fidant, fem. -ante (xvii) konfide:nt (xvii) 
which are not regular F. forms, but were 
presumably adopted orig. to represent the 
pronunc. of F. confidente (a conventional 
character of the French stage). confiden- 
TIAL -e'nfel Tconfident xvir ; done in con- 
fidence, betokening intimacy XVIII. 


configuration  konfigjurer[on (astron.) 
relative position xvi; conformation, outline 
XVII. = late L. configtirdtid(n-), f. L. con- 
figüráre fashion after a pattern; see CON-, 
FIGURE, -ATION. 


confine konfain have a common boundary 
with, border ; keep within bounds, imprison. 
XVI. — F. confiner, f. confins CONFINES, prob. 
after It. confinare. Hence (or = F. confine- 
ment) confiineMENT imprisonment XVII; 
childbed xviir (so to be confined, i.e. to bed, 
XVIII). 


confines ko:nfainz (pl.) Tregion xtv ; boun- 
daries, borders xvi. — F. confins, Tconfines 
— L. confinia, pl. of confine and confinium, 
f. confinis bordering, f. com CON--++finis end, 
limit (pl. fines territory). (tConfine, as in Sh., 
confinement, enclosure, is prob. f. the vb.) 


confirm  konfoum settle, establish xim; 
administer confirmation to (superseding 
tbishop, OE. biscopian); strengthen, fortify 
XIV. — OF. confermer (later confirmer) — L. 
confirmàre, f. com CON- (intensive) + firmare 
strengthen, f. firmus FIRM. So confirma-:- 
TION eccl. rite conveying special grace for 
the strengthening of the baptized xiv; 
corroboration, ratification xiv. - (O)F. =- L. 


confiscate ko'nfiskeit (formerly) konfrskeit 

appropriate to the public treasury XVI; 
seize summarily xix. f. L. confiscat-, -dre, 
f. com CON--+fiscus chest, treasury; see 
FISCAL, -ATE?, Earlier Tconfisk xv ; cf. (O)F. 
confisquer. So confiscA:TION. xvi. = L. 


confiteor konfrtióir form of confession of 
sins. XIII. L., ‘I confess’, the first word of 
the formula Confiteor Deo Omnipotenti I 
confess to Almighty God, etc. ; see CONFESS. 


conflagration konflogrer [on Tconsumption 
by fire XV1; great fire XVI. — L. conflagrá- 
tio(n-), f. conflagráre burn up; see CON-, 
FLAGRANT, -ATION. 


conflation konflei‘fan blowing or fusing 
together xvii (Bacon); fusion of textual 
readings XIX (Westcott & Hort). = ecclL. 
conflātið(n-) fanning (of fire), fusion (of 
metals), f. confldre kindle, effect, fuse; see 
CON-, BLOW!, -ATION. @ Also xv (Pecock) 
conflation or harmony (of the Gospels). 


conflict ko-nflikt encounter in arms, 

struggle. xv. -L. conflictus, f. conflict-, 
pp. stem of confligere, f. com CON- 4- figere 
strike (cf. afflict, inflict; profligate). So 
conflict contend xv; be at variance, clash 
XVII. f. the pp. stem above. 


confluence ko:nfluons flowing together, 
junction of streams. xvr. -]late L. con- 
fluentia, f. confluent-, -éns, prp. of confluere ; 
see CON-, FLUENT. So co-nfluENT. XVII. 


conform  konfo-1m bring into or act in 
accordance with a pattern, etc. xiv. - (O)F. 
conformer = L.. conformáre; see CON- -- FORM 
vb. Hence confo:xrmaBrEe. xvi. con- 
fo:xrmisTr. XVII; cf. NONCONFORMIST. So 
conforma’TION. xvI.-L. confo:rmIrty. 
xv. —(O)F. or late L. 


confound  konfauznd Toverthrow xri 
(Cursor M.); bring to perdition; throw 
into confusion xiv. -— AN. confundre, 
-foundre, (O)F. confondre — Pr. cofondre, 
Cat. confondre t- L. confundere pour together, 
mix up, f. com CON- 4-fundere (see FUSION). 


confraternity ^ konfrotouniti organized 
(religious) brotherhood. xv. -—(O)F. con- 
fraternité-medL. confrdtermtds, f. con- 
fráter; see next and -ITY. 
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confrère ko-nfrear tfellow member of a 
fraternity, etc. xv; fellow member of a 
learned body xvn. — (O)F. confrère = Pr. 
confraire, Sp. confrade, It. confrate - medL. 
confráter ; see CON- and rRIAR. The second 
sense is a mod. readoption from F. 


confront konfra:nt stand in front of, face 
with hostility xv1; bring face to face XVII. 
= F. confronter = Pr., Sp. confrontar, It. con- 
frontare — medL. confrontàáre, f. L. com CON- 
+front-, frons forehead, face, FRONT. 


Confucian konfjü:fon pert. to the Chinese 
philosopher Confucius. xix. f. Confucius, 
latinized form of Chinese K'ung Fü tsze 
K'ung the (our, your) Master; see -IAN. 


confused  konfjü'zd  Tdiscomfited, con- 
founded xiv; thrown into disorder, mixed 
xvI. f. (O)F. confus or its source L. confüsus 
(whence Tconzfuse adj. xiv-xvui), pp. of 
confundere CONFOUND-+--ED. Hence con- 
fu:se vb. in corr. active senses, and in the 
sense ‘mix up in the mind’. XVIII. So con- 
fu-sion tdiscomfiture xii; throwing into 
disorder, result of this xiv. - (O)F. or L.; 
cf. FUSION. 


confute konfjü't prove to be wrong or 
false. xvi. — L. confütàre check, restrain, 
answer conclusively, f. cum CcOoN-- *füt-, 
as in refiitdre REFUTE. Cf. F. confuter. So 
confutaA‘TION XV. 


congé kó-3ei lesve, permission. XVI. — F. 
congé, adopted earlier (XV) as cozgie, CONGEE 
(lasting till xix). 


congeal kondsrl make or become solid as 
by freezing. xiv (Gower, Maund.). - (O)F. 
congeler = L. congelãre, f. com CON-—gelare 
(see GELID). 


congee ka-nd3zi tleave to depart, passport 
XV; bow on taking leave xvi. — OF. congié 
(mod. congé) — Pr. comjat, Cat. comiat, It. 
commiato (It. congedo — F.) :—- L.. commeátu-s 
passage, leave to pass, leave of absence, 
furlough, f. com COM--+medre go, pass. 
Since late xvir remodelled on modF. and 
spelt congé; in law F. congé d'élire (xv1) per- 
mission (to a cathedral chapter) to elect (to 
a vacant see). 


congee see CONJEE. 


congener ko'nd3ino1 member of the same 
class or group. XVIII = L. congener, f. com 
CON--+ gener-, GENUS. 


congenial kondzi'nial of the same dis- 
position or temperament XVII; suited to 
one’s taste XVIII. — modL. *congeniális, f. 
L. com CON-+-GENIUS, after GENIAL. 


congenital kond;e:nitol dating from one’s 
birth. xvin. f. L. congenitus born along 
with, connate, f. com CoN-+ genitus, pp. of 
gignere produce (see GENITAL). 


conger ko'ggor large species of eel. xiv. 
— (O)F. congre :i—- L. congrus, also conger, 
— Gr. góggros. 


congeries kondzioriiz, -d3e-riiz massed 
collection. xviII. —L. congeriés heap, pile, 
f. congerere (see next). 


congestion  kondzestfon  Taccumulation 
XVI; (med.) of blood xv; overcrowded 
state xix.  —(O)F. congestion - L. con- 
gestió(n-), f. congest-, pp. stem of congerere 
heap together (whence conge'st xv1), f. com 
CON- -gerere carry; see GESTURE, -TION. 


conglomerate kənglo'mərət massed to- 
gether xvi; (physiol.) of complex glands 
XVII; (geol.) formed of fragments cemented 
together (also sb.) xix. — L. conglomerdtus, 
pp. of conglomeráre, f£. com cow--- glomer-, 
glomus ball, rel. to globus GLOBE; see -ATE?. 
Soconglomera:TION. xv (Bacon). —late L. 


congou kongu, -ou black tea. XVIII. = 
Chinese (Amoy) kung hu të, for kung fu cka 
tea on which labour has been expended, f. 
kung fu work, workman, ch’a TEA. 


congratulate kəngræ'tjüleit texpress sym- 
patheticjoy; address withexpressions of satis- 
faction. XVI. f. pp. stem of L. congrdtuldrt, 
f. com CON- (intensive)+grdtuldri manifest 
one's joy, f. grátus pleasing; see GRATEFUL, 
-ATE?*. So congratula:TION. XV. — L. 


congregation koggriger[on A. meeting, 
assembly xiv (Ch.); B. orig. in biblical 
language, in O.T. whole body or solemn 
assembly of Israelites xiv; in N.T. whole 
or a particular body of Christians; body of 
persons assembled for worship xvi; C. 
religious community )( order xv; special 
committee of the College of Cardinals XVI. 
-(O)F. congrégation or L. congregatio(n-), 
f. congregáre, whence congregate collect 
together XV; see CON-, GREGARIOUS, -ATE?, 
-ATION. Hence congrega‘tionaL (spec. of 
a form of church polity}. XVII. 


congress ko'ggres meeting, union XVI; 
formal assembly of delegates, etc. XVII; 
legislative body of U.S.A. xvui.  -L. 
congressus (whence F. congrès), f. congress-, 
pp. stem of congredī go together, meet, 
f. com CON---gradi step, walk (see GRADE). 


congressional kongre-Jonel pert. to the 
Congress of the United States. xvin. f. 
CONGRESS with insertion of -ion- from L. 
congressió(n-) to avoid the awkwardness of 
immed. derivation; see -IO? _ -AL. 


congruent ko:ggruont conforming, accor- 
dant, agreeable. xv. — L. congruent-, -éns, 
prp. of congruere meet together, agree, cor- 
respond, f. com CON-+ *gruere, ruere fall, 
rush; see RUIN, -ENT. So congrurrv kon- 
grü'iti conformity, etc. xv. — F. or late L. 
co:ngruous. xvl. f. L. congruus. 


conic see CONE. rx 
conicopoly koniko:poli native clerk in the 


Madra, Presidency, India. xvir. - Tamil 
kanokka-pillai ‘account-man’. 


conifer kou'nifər cone-bearing tree. XIX. 
= L. cõnifer (Virgil), f. cénus CONE. So 
coni-FEROUS cone-bearing. XVII. 
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conjecture kondse:ktjor Tinterpretation of 
signs, etc. XIV; (formation of) an opinion 
on grounds insufficient for proof xvi. 
— (O)F. conjecture, or L. conjectiira conclu- 
sion, inference, f. conject-, pp. stem of 
conicere throw together, put together in 
speech or thought (cf. Gr. ovpufaAAew), 
conclude; see CON-, ABJECT (etc.), -URE. 
So conje:cture vb. xiv (Wyclif). - (O)F. 
conjecturer — late L.. conjectüráre ; supersed- 
ing Tcongect xiv (Ch., T' revisa). conje-cturar 
xvi. -F.-L 


conjee, congee ko'ndsi water in which 
rice has been boiled. xvir. - 'l'amil Ranji. 


conjoin kond;oi:n join together. xiv (Ch.). 
Late ME. conjoigne, -oyne — (O)F. conjoign-, 
pres. stem of conjoindre — L. conjungere (see 
CONJUNCT). So co:njoint combined, united. 
XVIII (earlier in adv. conjointly Sh.). =F. 
conjoint, pp. of conjoindre. 


conjugal ko-ndziigal pert. to husband and 
wife. xvi. — L. conjugális, f£. conjug-, -ju()x 
consort, spouse, f, com CON--+ *jug-, base of 
jungere yOIN ; see -AL. So conjugate joined 
together Xv; joined in reciprocal relation 
XVII. — L. conjugátus, pp. of conjugàáre (f. 
jugum YOKE), whence conjugate -eit 
couple, yoke ; inflect (a verb) in its various 
forms XVI. See -ATE* and conjuga’TION 
earliest in gram. sense xv. = L. 


conjunct ko'ndsankt joined together. xv. 
-L. conjunctus, pp. of conjungere, f. com 
CON-+jungere JOIN ; cf. CONJOINT. So con- 
juncriIoN konds34:gkfon union, connexion 
(gen. and astron.) xiv (Ch., Barbour, Tre- 
visa); (gram.) connecting particle xiv 
(Wyclif). -—(O)F. conjonction - L. con- 
junctionem, f. conjungere; in gram. sense 
L. conjunctio tr. Gr. ovvdecpos con= 
junctivr. xv. - late L. conju-nctivr Tis 
inflammation of the membrana conjunctiva 
‘conjunctive membrane’ lining the inner 
surface of the eyeball. 


conjure A. kondjua-1 constrain by oath or 
by a sacred invocation xir; B. ka:ndzoi 
affect or effect by jugglery xvi. - (OJF. 
conjurer to plot, exorcise, adjure = Pr., Sp. 
conjurar, Yt. congiurare s= L. conjuráre band 
together by an oath, conspire, in medL. 
invoke, f. com CON--+jtirvdre swear, f. jir-, 
jus right, law (cf. jury). Hence conjurer 
ka'nd3zerer one who conjures spirits XIV; 
one who practises legerdemain xvii. Partly 
— AN. conjurour, OF. conjurere, -eor — 
medL. conjurdtor, -Grem; see -ER}. 


conk konk (sl.)nose. xix. prob. an applica- 
tion of CONCH. 


conkers ko'pko: children's game played 
orig. with snail-shells, later with chestnuts 
on a string. XIX. f. dial. conker snail-shell, 
presumably f. CONCH; assoc. with conquer. 


connate ko-neit existing from birth, con- 
genital; cognate XVII; congenitally united 
XVII. = late L. connätus, pp. of connasci, f. 
com CON- + nasci be born (see NATAL). 


CONSCIENCE 


connect kəne'’kt join together XVII; asso- 

ciate XVIII. — L. connectere (cónectere), f. 
com CON-+nectere bind, fasten (cf. NEXUS). 
Hence conne:ctivE. XVII; superseding 
Teonnexive (xv1) - L. connextvus. So con- 
nexiON, connecrioN kone-kfan joining 
or linking together xiv (Trev.); causal or 
logical relation xvir; personal relation, as 
by family; body of persons related by 
political or religious bonds xvir. -= L. 
connexto(n-), f. connex-, connectere; cf. (O)F. 
connexion. 


conning-tower see CON?. 


connive konarv shut one’s eyes to, wink 

at. XVH. — F. conniver (à) - L. connivere 
(cénivére) shut the eyes, f. com CON--+ 
*nivére, rel. to nictdre (see NICTITATION). 
So conni-vANCE. XVI. orig. connivence — F. 
connivence or L. conniventia; the sp. -ance 
has prevailed since c. 1700. 


connoisseur konisé-1 critical judge of 

matters of taste. XVII. F., earlier sp. of 
connaisseur, f. connaiss-, ppl. stem of con- 
naítre, f. cognoscere ascertain, learn, f. com 
CO- (intensive) 4- *egnóscere KNOW. 


connote konou:tt imply in addition or as 
a consequence. XVII. — scholastic L. conno- 
tdre mark in addition, f. com coN-+ notdre 
NOTE. So cOMNOtA‘TION. XVI. —medL. 


connubial kənjū'biəl pert. to marriage. 
XviI. — L connübiális, f. connübium marriage, 
wedlock, f. com CON--+ntibere marry; see 
NUPTIAL and -IAL. 
conquer ko'gkor Twin, esp. by fighting; 
overcome by force. xii. — OF. conquerre 
= Pr. conquerre :~ Rom. *conquerere, for 
L. conquirere seek for, procure, gain, win 
(whence It. conquidere), f com coNn--- 
quarere seek (see QUERY). So conqueror 
ko'gkoror. xii (Cursor M.). =- AN. con- 
querour, OF. -eor, nom. -ere, f. conquerre; 
see -0RI. conquest ko: nkwest acquisition 
by force of arms xii (Cursor M.); (leg.) 
acquisition otherwise than by inheritance 
(Sc.) xv (earlier conquese). — OF. conquest 
(= Pr. conquést, lt. conquisto), conqueste, 
mod. conquéte (— Pr. conquesta, Sp., Pg. 
conquista), repr. sb. uses of n. and fem. of 
Rom. *conquestus, pp. of *conquerere. 
consanguinity konsengwiniti blood- 
relationship. xiv (Wyclif). — L. consangui- 
nitds, f. consanguineus of the same blood, 
f. com CON--d-sanguin-, sanguis blood; see 
SANGUINE, -ITY. 
conscience ko'nfons moral sense of right 
and wrong XIII; consciousness, inmost 
thought; tconscientiousness xiv. ~(O)F. 
conscience = Pr., Sp. conciencia, It. co- 
scienza — L. conscientia privity of knowledge, 
consciousness, f. conscire know or be privy 
with (another or oneself}; see CON- and 
SCIENCE. (Superseded ME. inwit.) So 
conscientious  konfio:nfjos obedient to 
conscience, scrupulous. XVIIL. = F. conscien- 
cieux — medL. consctentiósus. co-nscionABLE 
kə'nfənəbl conscientious, scrupulous. XVI. 
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f. Tconscion|s, var. of conscience-- -ABLE ; cf. 
T-conscioned -conscienced (xvr-xvir), tcon- 
scionless (xvii). Now familar in UNCON- 
SCIONABLE. conscious ko-nfas tprivy to 
a thing with another or within oneself 
(L. conscius alicui rei, conscius sibi alicujus 
rei, de aliqua re) ; aware of ; known to oneself. 
XVII. f. L. conscius, f. com CON- 4- *sci-, base 
of scīre know. 


conscript ko'nskript enrolled or elected as 
a senator (L. patres conscripti fathers elect) 
xv; enrolled by compulsory enlistment 
1800 (as a sb. after F. conscrit). — L. con- 
scriptus, pp. of conscribere enrol, f. com CON- 
+scribere write (cf. SCRIPTURE). So con- 
SCri:pTIoN tenrolment xtv ; compulsory en- 
listment 1800 (after F. conscription, which was 
introduced in connexion with the law of the 
French Republic, 5 Sept. 1798, which dealt 
with this). -late L. Hence by back-forma- 
tion conscript vb. xix (orig. U.S. 1813). 


consecrate ko-nsikreit devote to a sacred 
purpose xv; dedicate xvi; make sacred 
XVII. f. (after Tconsecrate pp. xiv) L. con- 
secrat-, -dre, f. com CON- (intensive)-- 
sacráre dedicate, f. sacr-, sacer SACRED ; see 
-ATE.. So consecra’TION. XIV (Wyclif, 
'Trevisa). - (O)F. or L. 


consecution konsikjü:[on logical sequence 
XVI; succession XVIIL. — L. consecütió(n-), f. 
consecüt-, -sequi follow closely; see CON- 
SEQUENCE, and -TION. So consecutivE 
konse:kjütiv following continuously or 
successively XVII; (gram.) expressing conse- 
quence XIX. =F. consécutif — medl. con- 
secutivus. 


consensus konse'nsos general agreement, 
orig. physiol..(of parts of the body), after 
Bausner, 'De consensu partium humani 
corporis, 1556. XIX. — L., f. consens-, pp. 
stem of consentire CONSENT. 


consent konse:nt voluntary agreement or 
acquiescence XIII; agreement, accord XIV. 
— OF. consente, f. consentir (whence con- 
sent vb. xi) — Pr., Sp. consentir, It. 
consentire = L. consentīre agree, accord, f. 
com CON---sentire feel (see SENSE). Qf The 
sb. when spelt concent was liable to con- 
fusion with concent (xv1) harmony, concord 
— L. concentus. 


consequence ko-nsikwons thing resulting, 
logical result xiv; importance, moment 
(orig. in phr. of consequence prop. having 
issues or results) xvi. —- (O)F. conséquence 
— L. consequentia, f. consequent-, consequi 
follow closely; see SEQUENCE. So co-nse- 
QUENT resulting xv; earlier in co'nse- 
quently (xv), based on L. consequenter or 
F. conséquemment. conseque’ntIAL. XVII. 


conservancy kons5uvonsi control of, 
(hence) commission controlling, a port, 
river, etc. xvii (‘The Jurisdiction and Con- 
servancy of the River Thames’, R. Griffiths, 
1746). Alteration, by assim. to -ANCY, of 
Tconservacy (xv-xvili)—AN. conservacie 
(pur la conservacie de les ditz graundes rivieres 
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Act of 9 Henry VI c. 9) - AL. conservátia 
(see -ACY), by-form of L. conservátió CON- 
SERVATION. 





conservatoire kõservatwār academy for 


instruction in music, dancing, declamation. 
(The earliest of these were the It. conserva- 
tortos, which originated in hospitals for 
orphans and foundlings at which a musical 
education was given.) xvu.  F.,-It. 
conservatorio = modL.  conservátórium, sb. 
use of neut. of late L. conservātõrius, f. con- 
servat-, -Gre to preserve, CONSERVE. So 
conservatory konsés-1vateri tpreservative 
XVI; Tstorehouse; greenhouse for tender 
plants xvii (Evelyn); (U.S.) conservatoire 
XiX. — late L. 


conserve kansd-1v preserve safely. xiv 


(Ch.). —(O)F. conserver = Sp. conservar, 
It. conservare — L.. conservdre; see CON- 
(intensive) and SERVE. So comse-rve sb. 
tpreservative xItv (Gower); medicinal or 
confectionery preparation xvi. ~ (O)F. con- 
serve = It., Sp., medL. conserva, f. the vb. 
conservA'TION preservation in being XIV 
(Ch.); conservancy xv; c. of energy, etc. XIX. 
- (O)F. or L. conse'rvative preservative 
xIv (Ch.); (in politics) 1830 (J. W. Croker); 
hence conse-rvatisM 18355. 


consider konsrdor regard or contemplate 


attentively, take carefully into account. xiv 
(Barbour, Ch.)-(O)F. considérer = Pr. 
cosirar, Sp. considerar, etc., — L. conside- 
ráre, f. com CON- (intensive) 4- base *sider-, 
found also in désiderdre DESIRE. consi:der- 
ABLE tthat can be considered xv; Tthat 
should be considered xvi; worthy of con- 
sideration, large in amount, etc. XVII. ~ 
medL. considerdbilis; in F. xvi. consider- 
A'TION Tcontemplation, survey xiv (Ch.); 
attentive thought xiv (Wycl. Bible); taking 
into account ; thoughtfulness XV ; estimation ; 
recompense, equivalent xvi. - (O)F. - L.. 


consign  konsarn  Tattest, confirm xv; 


Tmark with the cross; hand or make over 
XVI. = F. consigner = Pr., Sp. consegnar, 
It. consegnare — L. consigndre attest with a 
seal, f. com CON- (intensive) 4- stgnáre SIGN. 


consist konsrst have a certain existence, 


be composed of or comprised zn xvi; be 
congruous with xvir. = L. consistere stand 
still, remain firm, exist, f. com CON- (inten- 
sive)+ sistere place, stand firm or still, stop 
(see STATE). Cf. F. consister. So consi:s- 
tENCE, -ENCY material coherence or solidity. 
xvt. = F. consistance, t-ence (corr. to Pr., 
Sp. consistencia, It. consistenza) or late L. 
consistentia. comsi‘stENT remaining still 
XVI; agreeing, esp. self-consistent XVII. 


consistory konsistori Tcouncil-chamber; 


council ; (eccl.) bishop's court, papal 'senate' 
XIV; court of presbyters XVI. = AN. con- 
sistorie = (O)F. consistoire, Pr. consistort, It. 
consistorio — late L. consistórium ; see CONSIST, 
-oRv. (The older pronunc. ME. co'nsistorie 
led to a contr. form tco-nstorie.) Hence 
consisto'riAL. xv; after medL. 


CONSOLATION 





consolation konsəlei'fən comfort in dis- 
tress. xiv (Ch.). —(O)F. consolation -= L. 
consólátio(n)-, f. cons6lat-, -dri. Hence, or 
through F. consoler, console! kansou'l 
xvi (Dryden), repl. tco'nsolate XV-XVIII 
(used by Sh.); see CON- (intensive), SOLACE, 
-ATION. 


console? ko:nsoul (archit.) kind of bracket 
XVIII; ensemble of keyboards and stops in 
an organ XIX. ~ F. console, obscure deriv. 
of consolider CONSOLIDATE, 


consolidate konso:lideit make firm or solid. 
XVI. f. pp. stem of L. consolidáre, f£. com 
CON- (intensive) - sol;dàre, f. solidus SOLID; 
see -ATE?. So consolida. TION in various 
techn. uses, earliest (c. 1400) of the uniting 
of fractured or wounded parts. — late L. 


consols ko:nsolz, (formerly) konso:lz. 1770. 
Short for consolidated annuities, the govern- 
ment securities of Great Britain, consisting 
orig. of a great variety of public securities, 
which were consolidated in 1751 (Act 25 
Geo. II, c. 27) into a single stock. 


consommé  kóso:mei strong meat soup. 
XIX (Byron). F., sb. use of pp. of consommer 
— L. consummáàre CONSUMMATE; the nutri- 
ment of the meat is completely used up. 


consonant ko-nsanant alphabetic or pho- 
netic element used with a vowel. xiv. - OF. 
consonant — L.. consonant-, -àns, sb. use (sc. 
littera letter) of prp. of consondre sound 
together (see CON-, SOUND); so named 
because it can only be 'sounded with' a 
vowel. So co:nsonawT adj. in harmony, 
concordant. xv. co:nsonaNczE,xv (Lydg.), 
-ANCY XIV (revisa; rare before xvil). 
- (O)F. or L. 


consort! ko-nsdit Tpartner, mate xv; ship 
sailing with another; partner in marriage, 
spouse, XVII. — F. consort, fem. -sorte = Sp., 
It. consorte - L. consort-, -sors sharing in 
common, partner, colleague, f. com CON--+ 
sors portion, lot (see SORT) ; orig. str. conso:rt. 


consort? kənsõ'ıt accompany, escort; 
associate or accord with. xvi (Sh.). In the 
first sense f. CONSORT!; 1n the second prob. 
a reinforcement of sort vb., which was 
commonly so used from c. 1570 onwards. 
So Tconsort sb. fellowship; accord; con- 
cert of music. XVI. Partly a deriv. of the 
verb, suggested by L. consortium partner- 
ship; partly early form of CONCERT. 


conspectus konspe:ktos general view. XIX. 
= L. conspectus, f. conspect-, pp. stem of 
conspicere look attentively, f. com CON- 
(intensive)-l-specere (see ASPECT). 


conspicuous konspi'kjuos clearly visible. 
XVI. f. L. conspicuus, f. conspicere; see prec. 
and -UOUS. 


conspire konspaiou combine privily for 
unlawful purposes, plot. xiv (PPl., Gower). 
-(O)F. conspirer - L. conspirdre agree, 
combine, f. com CON- J- spiráre breathe (see 
SPIRIT). So conspiracy konspiroesi act of 
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CONSTITUTE 


conspiring, plot. xiv (Ch.). =- AN. con- 
spiracie, alteration (cf. conservacy s.v. CON- 
SERVANCY) of (O)F. conspiration (~L.), 
whence earlier ME. conspiration (XIII, 
Cursor M.), which was superseded by 
conspiracy. conspi'rATOR. xv. —(O)F. -eur. 





constable ka-nstebl chief officer of the 


household, etc. of a sovereign; governor of 
a royal castle XIII; officer of the peace XIV. 
ME. — OF. cunestable, conestable (mod. 
connétable) = Pr. conestable, Sp. condestable, 
It. conestabile, repr. late L. comes stabuli (v) 
lit. COUNT (i.e. head officer) of the STABLE; 
for the transition of application to the prin- 
cipal officer of the household and army of 
the Frankish kings, cf. the development of 
the senses of marshal. So constabulary kən- 
stze*bjuilori fconstable’s office or district xvI; 
body of constables xIx preceded by tcon- 
stablery XV-XVIII. — medL. constabuldria. 


constant ko:nstent steadfast xiv (Ch.); 


invariable xvi. —(O)F. constant = L. con- 
stant-, -àns, prp. of constáre stand firm ; cf. 
COST, STAND, and see -ANT. So constancy. 
XVI. — L. constantia (whence F. constance). 


constantia kənstæ'nfə wine produced on 


the Constantia farms near Cape Town, 
South Africa. XVIIL. 


constellation konstolei-fon +(astrol.) rela- 


tive position of the stars XIV ; (astron.) num- 
ber of fixed stars artificially grouped together 
xiv (Trev.). —(O)F. constellation — late L. 
constellatio(n)-, f. com CON- 4- stella STAR ; see 
-ATION. 


consternation konstoinei[on amazement. 


XVII. — EF. consiernation or L. consterná- 
tió(n-), f. consterndre lay prostrate, terrify, 
f. com CON- 4- sternere lay low (cf. STRATUM); 
See -ATION. 


constipate ko':nstipeit Tpack or bind close 


together; confine the bowels. xvi. f. pp. 
stem of L. constipare, f. CON--+ stipdre press, 
cram (cf. STIPULATE); see -ATE?, So con- 
stipA' TION. XV. -(O)F. orlate L. Cf. COSTIVE. 


constituent konstitjuont jointly consti- 


tuting XVII; constituting or appointing 
a representative XVIII ; baving the power to 
frame a constitution (after F. assemblée con- 
stituante, 1789) x1x; sb. one who appoints 
a representative XVII; elector; constituent 
element XVIII. = (partly through F. consti- 
tuant) L.constituent-, -éns, prp. of constituere; 
see next and -ENT. Hence consti:tuENCY 
body of constituents. xix (Macaulay). 


constitute ko:nstitjüt set up, establish xv; 


make up, form xvi. f. L. comstitüt-, pp. 
stem of constituere establish, appoint, f. com 
CON- (intensive)--statuere set up (see 
STATUTE). So constitu: TION decree, ordi- 
ance XIV (Wyclif); nature, disposition XVI; 
mode or principles of state organization 
xvii. —(O)F.- L. Hence constitw'tionaL 
XVII ; cf. F. constitutionnel (1785). co-nsti- 
tutive constructive XV1; formative, com- 
ponent XVII; cf. F. constitutif. 


CONSTRAIN 


CONTEMPLATE 





constrain kənstrei'n force, compel, con- 
fine forcibly. xrv (Ch.). = OF. constraindre, 
pres. stem constraign- (mod. contraindre) = 
Pr. costrenher, It. costringere:-L. con- 
stringere bind tightly together; see CON- 
and STRINGENT. So constraint taffliction 
XIV (Ch.); compulsion, confinement XVI; 
restraint of natural feelings xvir. = OF. 
constrainte, fem. pp. sb. f. constraindre. 


constriction kanstri:kfan compression XV; 
constricted part xx. — late L. constrictid(n-), 
f. constrict- (whence constri:ct vb. xvii), 
pp.stemof constringere (whence constri:-nge 
vb. xvii); see prec. and -rioN. So con- 
stri'ctor (anat.) constricting muscle XVHI ; 
large snake that crushes its prey (orig. speci- 
fic name of Boa given by Linnzus 1788) xix. 
- modL. ; see -on!. 


construct konstrA'kt make by fitting parts 
together. XVII. f. construct-, pp. stem of 
L. construere pile up, build, f. com cow- 4- 
struere (see STRUCTURE). So constru:cTION 
A. fconstruing XIV; interpretation XV; 
(gram.) syntactical arrangement xvi; B. 
building Xv; mode of building, etc. xvi. 
— (OJF. - L. (in the gram. sense in Priscian, 
tr. Gr. oúvračışs SYNTAX). constru'cTIVE 
inferential XVII; pert. to construction XIX; 
cf. F. constructif, late L. constructicus. 


construe ko:nstru, konstrü: (gram.) analyse 
the construction of; expound, interpret. 
XIV. — L. construere CONSTRUCT. In school 
use regularly co:nster (from xvi), which 
Walker, 1791, calls ‘a scandal to our semi- 
naries of learning’. 


consubstantiation see 
TION. XVI (Hooker). 


consuetudinary konswitjü'dinori book of 
customs or usages. xv. = late L., sb. use 
(sc. liber book) of consuétidindrius, f. con- 
suetüdin-, -1udó CUSTOM ; see -ARY. 


TRANSUBSTANTIA- 


consul ko:nsol supreme magistrate in the 
ancient Roman republic xiv (Wycl. Bible, 
Gower); applied to various magistrates or 
chief officials, spec. head of a merchant com- 
pany resident in a foreign country Xv ; repre- 
sentative agent of a state in commercial 
relations with a foreign country xvi. = L. 
consul 'nominatus qui consularet populum 
et senatum' (Varro), rel. to consultdre (see 
next) and consilium COUNSEL. So co:nsulate. 
XIV. — L.; see -ATE!, 

consult kons4:lt take counsel; provide for, 
take into consideration ; seek counsel from. 
XVII. — (OJF. consulter — L. consultàre, fre- 
quent. f. consult-, pp. stem of consulere take 
COUNSEL. So consulta-rioN. xv. —(O)F. 
or L. 


consume konsjüm use up destructively 
or wastefully. xiv. - (partly through F. 
consumer) L. consümere, f. com CON- -- sümere 
take, for *subsemere, f. subs- up-l- emere take 
(see EMPTION). So consumprioN kon- 
sA'm[on using up, wasting away, spec. by 
disease. xiv. — (O)F. consomption = L, con- 


sumptio(n-), f. consumpt-, consumere. CON- 
sumptivE. xv. -medL. consumpttvus; 
cf. (O)F. consomptif. 

consummate konsa'mst pp. Tcompleted 
XV; adj. complete, perfect xv. = L. con- 
summátus. So consummate  ko:nsomeit 
bring to completion. xvi. f. L. consummat-, 
-dre, f. com CON--Lsumma SUM, summus 
highest, utmost, supreme ; see -ATE? and *. 
consummMa‘TION completion, perfection 
XIV; crowning end xvii (Sh. ‘Hamlet’ 111 


1 63). -(O)F. consommation or L. con- 
summátio. 

contact  ko:ntzekt mutual touch. XVII 
(Bacon. -L. contáctus, f. contáct-, pp. 


stem of contingere touch closely, border on, 
be CONTIGUOUS to, f. com CON--- tangere 
touch (cf. TANGENT). Cf. F. contact. 


contadino kontodi-nou Italian peasant. 
XVII. It., f. contado COUNTY; cf. -INE!. 


contagion konteirdzon contagious disease, 
infecting influence xıv (Ch., Trevisa). = L. 
contagid(n-), f. com CON--+-base of tangere 
touch (cf. TANGENT); cf. F. contagion (xv1). 
So conta:giOUs. XIV (Ch., Trevisa). - late 
L. contágiósus (Vegetius). 


contain kontern keep within certain limits 
XIII; have in it, comprise XIV. ME. conteine, 
-tene repr. tonic stem of (O)F. contenir, 
corr. to Pr. contener, -ir, Sp. contener, It. 
contenere += L. continēre, f. com CON--} tenére 
hold ; cf. the ult. related TEND. Q From the 
same base are abstain, detain, maintain, 
obtain, pertain, retain, sustain; tenable, 
tenacious, tenant, tenon, tenor; détenu; main- 
tenance, sustenance; abstinence, continence, 
continent, pertinent, retinue; content, reten- 
tion, sustentation. For the diverse sense-de- 
velopment of L. contin- see CONTENT? and ?, 
CONTINENCE, CONTINUAL, COUNTENANCE. 


contakion konte-kion (Gr. Church) hymn 
or anthem occurring in an office. XIX. 
— medGr. kontdkion roll, scroll, liturgical 
hymn, perh. dim. of kóntax shaft (on which 
a scroll is rolled), f. Gr. Rontds pole. 


contaminate kontz:mineit pollute by con- 

tact. xv. f. pp. stem of L. contamináre, f. 
contidmin-, -dmen contact, pollution, for 
*contagmen, f. com CON-+ *tag-, base of 
tangere touch; see TANGENT and -ATE?*, So 
contamina‘TION. xv. = late L. 


contango konte'ggou percentage which a 
buyer of stock pays to the seller to postpone 
transfer. XIX. perh. arbitrary formation on 
the analogy of L..1st pres. sg. in -ó, poss. 
with the notion ‘(I) make contingent’. 


contemn  konteem treat with contempt. 
XV. — OF. contemner or L. contemnere, f. com 
CON- (intensive) + temnere despise. 


contemplate ko:ntompleit, (earlier) kon- 
te:mpleit view with attention. xvi. f. L. 
contemplát-, -àri, f. com cow--r templum 
open space for observation, TEMPLE; see 
-ATE?. So contempla: TION. XII (religious 
meditation). - (O)F. - L. contemplativx 
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CONTEMPORARY 


konte:mplativ. xiv (c. life )(active life, repr. 
the antithesis of L. vita activa and con- 
templativa, which depends on Aristotle’s 
distinction of mpaxtixds and fewpyrikés). 


contemporary koante:mporori belonging 
to the same time. XVII. — medL. contempo- 
rarius, f. com CON--+tempor-, tempus time, 
after L. contempordneus (whence contem- 
pora:nEous xvii and }contemporane, -anye 
xv) and late L. contempordlis (whence 
Tecontemporal xvii). See TEMPORAL and -ARY. 
The var. form cote-mporary, which was 
of equal date, had equal currency until 
c. 1870. 


contempt konte-mpt act or attitude of 
despising. XIV (Gower). = L. contemptus, 
f. contempt-, pp. stem of contemnere CON- 
TEMN. So conte-mptiBLe. xiv. —(O)F. or 
late L. conte-mptuous fcontemptible ; full 
of contempt. xvi. —medL. contemptudsus. 


contend konte:nd strive. xv. — OF. con- 
tendre or L. contendere, f. com CON- - ten- 
dere stretch; see TEND!. So conte:nTION. 
xiv. —(O)F. contention or L. contentio, f. 
content-, pp. stem of -tendere. conte-n- 
TIOUS. XV. -—-(OJ)F. contentieux - L. con- 
tentidsus. 


content! ko:ntent, konte:nt (usu. pl.) what 
is contained XV; containing capacity or 
extent XV. — medL. *contentum, pl. contenta 
things contained, sb. use of n. of L. con- 
tentus, pp. of continére. CONTAIN. The 
second pronunc. is now somewhat old- 
fashioned and restricted to the pl. contents. 


content? konte:nt satisfied, gratified. xiv. 
— (O)F. content — Pr. content, Sp., It. con- 
tento t— L. contentu-s that is satished, pp. of 
continere fig. repress, restrain (see CONTAIN). 
So conte:nt vb. satisfy, gratify. xv. -(O)F. 
contenter = Pr., Sp. contentar, It. contentare 
-Rom. (medL.) contentdre, f. contentus. 
conte'ntMENT. Xv. — F. contentement. 


content® konte-nt satisfaction. xvi. immed. 
source obscure; perh. f. prec. as a shorter 
form equiv. to the earlier tcontentation (xv) 
or contentment (xv), and corr. to Sp., Pg., 
It. contento. 


conterminous  kont3:mninos having a 
boundary in common. xvi. f. L. con- 
terminus, f. com CON--+ terminus boundary, 
TERM ; see -OUS. 


contest konte:st -[bear witness to XVI; 
contend for, dispute xvir. — L. contestdri 
call to witness, introduce (a suit) by calling 
witnesses, set on foot (an action), f. com 
‘CON--+ testari bear witness (cf. TESTAMENT). 
Hence, or - F. conteste (f. the corr. vb.), 
contest sb. wordy strife, (gen.) conflict. 
XVII. 


context ko'ntekst construction, com- 
position XV; connected structure of a 
composition or passage, parts immediately 
before and after a given passage xvi. = L. 


CONTRA 


contextus, f. context-, pp. stem of contexere 
weave together, f. com CON--F texere weave 
(see TEXTURE). Hence conte-xtuaL!. xix. 





contiguous kontrgjuos touching, adjoin- 
ing. xvit. f. L. contiguus, f. contingere ; 
see CONTACT, CONTAGION, CONTINGENT, and 
-UOUS. So contigu-iry. XVIIL. -late L. 


continence  ko:ntinons (sexual) self-re- 
straint. XIV (R. Rolle). — (O)F. continence or 
L. continentia, f. continent-, -éns, prp. of 
continére restrain, CONTAIN, whence co-'n= 
tinent self-restraining xiv (Wyclif, 'l're- 
visa); tcohering, continuous xv (fcontinent 
land); sb. Tcontainer; summary; conti- 
nuous land, mainland xvi (spec. of Europe, 
Asia, etc. XVII); in the last sense continent 
corr. to F. continent, lt. continente, and repr. 
an ellipt. use of L. terra continens continuous 
land. Hence contine-ntaL'. XVIII. 


contingent konti:xnd3ont liable to happen 
XIV ; dependent upon or subject to conditions 
XVI; sb. faccident, possibility xvr; Tpro- 
portion falling to one; spec. of troops 
contributed to a force XVIII. — L. contingent-, 
-éns, prp. of contingere be CONTIGUOUS, in 
connexion or in contact, befall, f. com CON- 
+tangere touch; see TANGENT. So con- 
tingENCY. XVI. = late L. 


continual kənti'njuəl always going on XIV; 
Tcontinuous in space, etc. xvi. —(O)F. 
continuel, f. continuer ; see next and -AL!. So 
continuous uninterrupted in space or time. 
XVII. f. L. continuus. continu'ITY. XV. 
= (O)F. =- L. continue kənti'nju carry on; 
persist, last. xiv. —(O)F. continuer — L. con- 
tinudre make continuous, (less commonly) 
be continuous, f. continuus uninterrupted, f. 
continere in its intr. sense of ‘hang together’ 
(cf. CONTINENT, the trans. use being repr. 
by CONTAIN). So conti‘muANCE mainten- 
ance, prolongation ; continued state, Tdura- 
tion. XIV (Ch). -OF. continua TION 
Tpersistency xiv; prolongation XV; (pl) 
gaiters, trousers XIX. —(O)F.-L. con- 
tinuum -juom. XVII (Sir T. Browne). 
n. sg. of L. continuus. 


conto ko:ntou a million reis. xvir. Pg. :- 
L. computu-s CoUNT!. 


contort konto:t twist. xv. f. contort-, 
pp. stem of L. contorquére, f. com CON- 
(intensive)+ torquére twist; see TORT. So 
conto'rTION. XVIIL. =L 


contour ko'ntuər outline. xvir (Evelyn). 
— F. contour — It. contorno, f. contornare 
draw in outline, f. con- CON- J- tornare TURN. 


contra ko: ntro against; adv. on or to the 
contrary XIV; prep., esp. in absol. use in 
pro and contra (abbrev. con?) for a motion, 
(etc.) and against it xv; sb. the contrary or 
opposite; now only in per contra on the 
opposite side of the account, as a set-off XVI; 
orig. an It. banking term. L. contra against 
(adv. and prep.), abl. fem. of a compar. f. 
com, cum with. 
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CONTRA- 


CONTRITE 





contra- ka-ntra repr. L. prefix contrd- 
(see prec.), denoting opposition or the 
opposite side or direction, which, some- 
what rare in classical L., became common | €9Btrary  ko'ntreri opposed, opposite; 


in later L. and Rom. (in Sp., Pg., It. contra-, 
in F. contre- COUNTER-) ; see the foll. words. 
@ AL. var. contré- occurs in CONTROVERSY. 

b. In It. terms of music contra- denotes a 
part additional to that denoted by the word 
with which it is compounded and written 
below or above it; first in contrappunto 
COUNTERPOINT, and thence transf. to voices, 
as contrattenore COUNTERTENOR, CONTRALTO. 
Applied to instruments it denotes an octave 
below the normal or standard, the notes for 
them being written an octave higher than 
they sound, e.g. contrabbasso, contraffagotto. 


contraband  ko:ntrobend illegal traffic; 

smuggled goods xvi; anything forbidden 
to be supplied by neutrals to belligerents 
XVIII; also adj. xvii. ‘The present form was 
not current before xvir, the earlier forms 
being Tcounterbande (after F. contrebande) 
and contrabanda = Sp. contrabanda -= Ít. 
contrabando (now contrabb-), f. contra (see 
prec.) and bando BAN}, 


contraceptive kontrose:ptiv preventive of 
uterine conception. XIX. irreg. f. CONTRA- 4- 
CON|CEPTion+-IVE. So contrace'pTIoN. 
x1x. Superseded earlier anticonception, -tive, 
contraceptic. 


contract! ko-ntrekt mutual agreement. 
xiv. = OF. contract (mod. contrat) = Pr. 
contract, It. contratto — L. contractu-s, f. pp. 
stem of contrahere ; see next. 


contract? kontre:kt A. agree upon, make | c 
a contract; B. incur, be involved in; C. 
reduce in compass or limits. xvi. Based 
partly on earlier contract pp. (now used only 
of contracted grammatical forms) - OF. 
contract — L. contractus, pp. of contrahere, 
f. com coN--- trahere draw. So contra-c- 
TION (now limited to the notions of decrease 
and abbreviation). xtv ((Trev.). -(O)F.- LL. 
contra‘cToR Tcontracting party XVI; under- 
taker of a work xviir. = late L.; see -ont. 


contradict kontrodrkt Tspeak in opposi- 
tion to; declare untrue. xvi. f. contrddict-, 
pp. stem of L. contrddicere, orig. contra 
dicere speak against. So contradi-crioNw. 
xiv. - (O)F. - L. contradi-ctonv? adj. and 
sb. xiv. -]late L. contradictórius. See 


COUNTERPOINT-c--AL. So contrapuntisr. 
XVIII. -—It. contrappuntista. 


Tantagonistic. Xiv (R. Rolle). = AN. con- 
trarie, (O)F. contraire (whence ME., Sc. 
Tconirair) = Sp., It. contrario -L. con- 
tráriu-s, f. contrd against, opposite; see 
CONTRA, -ARY and cf. adversary. (Con- 
trarious was earlier xiii = OF. contrarious 
~medL. contrdridsus.) Regularly stressed 
contra‘ry till Xvii1, but this is stigmatized as 
‘illiterate and vulgar’ by Walker, 1791; its 
use is perpetuated (in the sense of ‘perverse, 
obstinate’) dial. and by the nursery rhyme 
‘Mary, Mary, quite contrary’. So con- 
trarigrY kontroraiíti. xiv (Ch.). - (O)F. 
—late L.; contrariosity was earlier (R. 
Rolle). co:ntrariwisEe. xv; earlier on the 
contrary wise x1v (R. Rolle). 


contrast ko-ntrast A. tcontention xv; B. 


(in art) juxtaposition of varied forms, etc., 
to heighten effect; hence gen. xvin. =F. 
contraste — It. contrasto (corr. to Pr. contrast, 
Sp. contraste) strife, opposition, f. contrastare 
withstand, strive :- medL. contrástare, i.e. 
conird against, stdre STAND. So contrast 
kontrà:st (in art) set in contrast. XVII 
(Dryden). - F. contraster — It. contrastare. 


contravallation  ko:ntrovzlerfon — (fortif.) 


works constructed by besiegers against 
sorties of the besieged. xvir. = F. contreval- 
lation or It. contravallazione, f. L. contra 
CONTRA + vallãtió(n-) entrenchment, f. 
late L. vallàre entrench, f. vallum rampart; 
see WALL, -ATION. 


ontravene kontrovi‘n go counter to. XVI. 
In earliest use Sc. -late L. comtrávenire 
(Augustine), i.e. contrd against, CONTRA + 
venire COME. Cf. F.contrevenir. So contra- 
ve'*nTION. XVi. — (O)F. - medL. 


contre-dance, |-danse k5:trodás country- 


dance, esp. one of French origin. XIX. =F., 
alteration of COUNTRY-DANCE, by assoc. with 
contre against, opposite, which was furthered 
by the fact that in such dances the partners 
are arranged in two opposite lines; so It. 
contraddanza, Sp. contradanza. 


contretemps k$'trotà T(fencing) inoppor- 


tune thrust XVII; inopportune occurrence 
XIX. F., orig. motion out of time, f. contre 
against, CONTRA--!- temps (= L. tempus) time. 


CONTRA~, DICTION. contribute kontrirbjüt give or pay jointly 


contralto kəntræ'ltou (mus.) part or voice 
next above the alto. xvirt (earlier contrealt). 
— It., f. coNTRA- b and ALTO; cf. COUNTER- 
TENOR. 


contraption kontre'pfon colloq. (ingeni- 
ous) device. Xix. Of western dial. and U.S. 
origin; perh. f. contrive, vaguely after de- 
ceive[deception, by assoc. with TRAP!. 


contrapuntal kontropa:ntol (mus.). pert. to 
counterpoint. XIX. f. It. contrappunto 
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XVI; furnish along with others xvir. f. L. 
contribūt-, pp. stem of contribuere bring 
together, f. com CON- + tribuere bestow (see 
TRIBUTE). So contribution. xiv. = (O)F. 
or late L. contri butonvy. xv. - medL. 


contrite ko-ntrait broken in spirit. XIV. 


- (O)F, contrit-e- L. contritus, -a, pp. of 
conterere, f. com CON- — terere rub, grind (see 
TRITE). The pronunc. contri‘te persisted till 
XVIII. So contririon§ kontri‘fon. XII 
(Cursor M.). - (O)F. - late L. 


CONTRIVE 


contrive  kontrorv devise, invent XIV; 
Tplot xv ; effect xvi. ME. controve, contreve 
= OF. controver (with suffix stress), con- 
treuve (with stem-stress), modF. controuver 
Timagine - medL. contropáre compare, prob. 
f. L. com CON--+ tropus TROPE. For the ME. 
variation of vowel cf. fmeve, MOVE, Tpreve, 
PROVE, and see RETRIEVE. The transition 
from contreve to contrive (XV) is unexpl.; 
poss. contrive was an approximation to Sc. 
coniriive (XV-XVI). Hence contri vANCE. 
XVII. 


control kontrou:l check (accounts) by com- 
parison with a duplicate register; exercise 
restraint or sway over. xv. = AN. contre- 
roller, V. Tconteroller (now contróler) - medL. 
contrárotulàre, f. contrárotulus, f. contra 
opposite-+rotulus ROLL. Hence, or-F. 
contróle, contro:l sb. restraint, check, sway. 
xvI (Sh.). So controller, COMPTROLLER. 


controvert kontrovó:it make the subject 
of verbal contention; dispute. xvir. First 
in pp. and ppl. adj. controverted, replacing 
Teontroversed disputed, called in question 
— F. controversé, for earlier tcontrovers = L. 
contrõversus disputed, questionable, f. 
contrü-, var. of CONTRA--+versus, pp. of 
vertere turn (see WORTH?). So controversy 
ko-ntravdisi. xiv. -—L. controversia (see 
-v9?); cf. F. Teontroversie (mod. controverse). 
controve:rsiAL. Xvr. -—]late L. contro- 
ve:rsialisr. xvii; for earlier Tcontrovertist 
(XVII). 


contumacy ko‘ntjiimosi rebellious stub- 
bornness. xiv (Ch.). -L. contumdcia, f. 
contumác-, -àx, perh. f. com CON- (intensive) 
-+-tumére swell; see TUMOUR, -AcY. Hence 
contuma‘CIOUS. XVI; superseding ‘tcon- 
tumace (XV-XVI), Tcontumax (xv Ch.- 
XVII). 


contumely ko:ntjum(i)i insulting or offen- 
sively contemptuous treatment. xIv (Ch.). 
— OF. contumelie - L. contumélia, f. com 
CON- 4- £umiére, as in prec. So contumelious 
-rlios. xv. — (O)F. - L. contuméliosus. 


contuse kontjü:z bruise. xv. f.L. contüs-, 
pp. stem of contundere, f. com CON- +- tundere 
beat, thump, f. *(s)tud- (cf. sTUNT). So 
contusion. xiv. - F. or L. 


conundrum kona:ndrom twhim, crotchet 
XVI; tpun xviI; riddle involving a pun, 
puzzling statement or question XVIII. In 
early use also conimbrum, quinombrum, quo- 
nundrum, quadundrum; of obscure origin, 
but prob. arising from a university joke 
based on some L. formula (involving quoniam 
or quin) current in the schools. 


conurbation konàjibei[on urban aggrega- 
tion. XX. f. con-+L. urb-, urbs city (cf. 
URBAN) 4- -ATION. 


convalesce konvoles regain health. xv 
(Caxton; not in regular use before xix). 
- L. convaléscere, f. com CON- (intensive) 4- 
valéscere grow strong, f. valere be strong or 
well (cf. varouR). So convale:scENCE. xv 
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conventicle 


CONVERSATION 


(Caxton). =F. or late L.; hence conva- 
le:scENT. XVII. 





convection kənve'kfən (physics) trans- 


portation of heat or electricity. XIX (a casual 
instance of conuexion occurs XVII). = late L. 
convectið(n-), f. convect-, pp. stem of con- 
vehere, f. com CON-- vehere carry (see WAY). 


convenance kó:vonás pl. conventional pro- 


prieties. XIX. F., f. convenir be fitting, 
refash. of OF. covenir :- L. convenire; see 
next and -ANCE. 


convene konvrn come together xv; call 


together xvi; Tagree xvi. -L. convenire 
assemble, be fitting, agree, suit, f. com CON- 
-Fvenzre COME. So conve:niENT Taccordant, 
befitting, suitable xiv (Ch.); personally 
fitting, commodious xv. —L. convenient-, 
-éns, pp. of convenire. conve'niENCE. XV. 
— L. convenientia. convenTION konve:njon 
A. fassembling xv; formal assembly xv; 
B. agreement, covenant XV; general agree- 
ment or consent; conventional usage xviti. 
— (O)F. convention — L. conventió(n-) meet- 
ing, covenant. conve: ntionaL. xv. -F. 
conventionnel or late L. conventiónális. 


convent kə'nvənt company of religious 


persons living together XIII (since XVIII 
often restricted to nunneries); building 
housing this xvi. ME. covent (surviving 
in the name Covent Garden, London) 
— AN. covent, OF. convent (regularly with 
latinized sp., which finally prevailed in 
Eng.), mod. couvent = Pr. coven, (Sp., It. 
convento) :—- L. conventu-s assembly, com- 
pany, f. convent-, pp. stem of convenire 
CONVENE. So conventuAL kanve'ntjual. xv 
(Wyntoun). — medL. conventudlis ; cf. (O)F. 
conventuel. 


konve:ntikl meeting, as- 
sembly, esp. of a clandestine or illegal kind, 
at first political, later religious xIv; meeting 
or meeting-place of Protestant Dissenters 
XVI. — L. conventiculum assembly, place of 
assembly, in form dim. of conventus meeting 
(see CONVENT), but not used with deroga- 
tory reference till medieval times, though 
the transitional diminutive sense appears 1n 
*conventicula hereticorum non ecclesia sed 
conciliabula appellantur! (Fourth Council 
of Carthage, A.D. 254). In early use stressed 
on the first and third sylls., and so in 
Bailey's Dict. 1730-6, but conve:nticle was 
established before 1800 (cf. Cowper “Task’ 
ii 437 ‘Heard at conve:nticle', which was 
altered 1787 from ‘At co-nventicle heard’). 


converge konvs-1d3 tend to one point. 


XVII. —late L. convergere; see CON- and 
VERGE?. Hence CONVeE'rgENT. XVIII. 


conversation kənvəisei'fon Tliving, mode 


of living xiv (cf. A.V., Ps. 1 23, Phil. iii 20); 
sexual intercourse XVI (surviving in criminal 
conversation, abbrev. crim. con.); familiar 
discourse XVI; facquaintance; +company 
XVII. =(O)F. conversation = It. conversa- 
ztone, etc. — L. conversátió(n-) frequent use 


H 


CONVERSAZIONE 


or abode, intercourse, f. conversdri CON- 
VERSE!; see -ATION. Hence conversa:- 
tionaL. xvII. So conversANT ko'nvarisont 
Tdwelling habitually; associating familiarly 
with; Toccupied in xIv; exercised or versed 
in, familiar with XVI. = prp. of (O)F. con- 
verser CONVERSE}, 


conversazione ko:nvaisetsiou'ni assembly 
for conversation and social or intellectual 
recreation, orig. in Italy. xviii (Gray). — It. 
(CONVERSATION). Anglicized as conversation 
by Walpole and Johnson. 


converse! konv$:is Tdwell, live xiv; Tasso- 
ciate familiarly, have to do with xvi; talk 
with xvir. =(O)F. converser Tpass one’s 
life, exchange words = Pr., Sp. conversar, 
It. conversare += L. conversãrī live, have 
intercourse, middle use of conversdre turn 
round, f. CON- J-versàre, frequent. of vertere 
turh (see wonTH?). Hence converse sb. 
Tintercourse; conversation; commnfunion. 
XVII. 


converse’? ko-nv31s proposition or relation 
turned round or upside down. xv1 (math.). 
— L. conversus, pp. of convertere CONVERT. 


convert konv3:it turn or change into. XIII 
(Cursor M.; with ref. to religious faith). 
- (O)F. convertir = Pr., Sp. convertir, It. 
convertire :- Rom. *convertire, for L. con- 
vertere turn about, transform, f. com CON--+ 
vertere turn (see wonTH?). Hence convert 
ko:nvàjt sb. converted person. XVI; super- 
seding and perh. suggested by syn. Fcon- 
verse (XIV) = (O)F. convers = L. conversus, pp. 
used sb. Tco-nvertite. xvi; after F. con- 
verti, sb. use of pp.; see -ITE’. So con- 
ve rtiBLE. XIV(Ch.). -(O)F. - L. conve-r- 
SION. XIV (earliest in religious application, 
R. Rolle). - (O)F.- L. 

convex ko: nveks curved like the outside ofa 
circle )( concave. xvi. — L. convexus vaulted, 
arched, to be connected with dévexus steep, 
subvexus sloping upwards, and prob. referred 
to vehere carry (see VEHICLE), as if lit. ‘drawn 
together to a point’ (cf. CONVECTION). 


convey konvei tescort x11 (Cursor M.); 
Tguide, conduct; transport; communicate 
XIV; transfer; steal xv. - OF. comveier 
(mod. convoyer CONVOY) = Pr. conviar, It. 
conviare accompany :- medL. conviàre, f. 
L. com con-+via way. (Formerly often 
Tconveigh by assoc. with unrelated L. con- 
vehere.) ÍIence convey-ANCE. XVI. 

convict konvikt prove guilty xiv (Ch., 
W'yclif); bring error home to; Tconvince 

XVIII. f. convict-, pp. stem of L. convincere 
CONVINCE; the pp. convictus was adopted 
earlier as convi:ct (also in AN.) pronounced 
or proved guilty, whence, with shift of 
stress, convict konvikt sb. Tconvicted 
person XVI; condemned criminal XVIII. 


convince konvins Tovercome in argument ; 
Tconvict ; tprove xvi; bring to a belief xvir. 
= L. convincere convict of error, refute, 
prove clearly (guilt, etc.), f. com CON- 
(intensive) + vincere overcome (see VICTORY). 


COOKIE 
convivial konviviol of a feast, festive 
XVII. —L. conviviális, f. convivium feast, 


f. com CON- -- stem of vivere live; see QUICK, 
VIVID, -IAL. 


convocation  konvoker[on assembly of 
persons, spec. for legislation, etc. xiv. = L. 
convocátio(n-), f. convocàre, whence con- 
voke  konvowk call together XVI; see 
CON-, VOCATION. 


convolution konvollü:fon coiling, twisting. 
XVI. — medL. convolütió(n-), f. pp. stem of 
convolvere, f. com CON-+ volvere roll; see 
VOLUTE, -TION. So convolvulus kən- 
vo:lvjüles. xvr. — L., fbindweed' (Pliny). 

convoy  konvor accompany, escort XIV 
(in early use Sc.); Tconvey, conduct xv. 
- (O)F. convoyer, var. and mod. form of 
conveier CONVEY. So convoy sb. konvoi. 

XVI. -— (OJF. conzoi, f. the vb. 


convulse  konva'ls affect with violent 
shaking or agitation. XVII. f. convuls-, 
pp. stem of L. convellere pull violently, 
wrest, wrench, f. com CoNn--+ vellere aros 
pull. So convulsion. xvr. — F. or L. (in 
medical use, ‘cramp’). 


cony, coney kou'ni, ka'ni rabbit and its 
skin. xHI. Earliest forms cunin, cuning, 
conyng, repr. later by cunning (xvi Sc.), 
— AN. coning, OF. conin (whence Du. konijn, 
LG. kanin, whence G. kaninchen), parallel 
form to OF. conil = Pr. conil, It. coneglio, 
Sp. conejo, Pg. conelho:- L. cuniculu-s, 
prob. of Iberian origin, since the rabbit 
became known to the Romans through the 
Spaniards. The form cony (xiv) is a back- 
formation from pl. conyes - AN. con(i)ys, 
pl. of conil. The pronunce. ka'ni is tradi- 
tional, as in koney, money ; kou'ni was intro- 
duced in XIX as the pronunc. ‘proper for 
solemn reading’ (Smart, 1836), the word 
remaining gen. familiar only from its occur- 
rence in the Bible (see esp. Ps. civ. 18), 
where it translates a name of the hyrax. 
The earliest sense recorded in Eng. is ‘skin 
or fur of rabbit’. In the cant sense of ‘dupe’ 
familiar xvi-xvir in cony-catcher cheat, 
swindler, cony-catching. 


coo kia characteristic note of doves and 
pigeons. xviI (Dryden). imit. 


cooee, cooey kü'i call used as a long- 
distance signal, orig. by Australian abori- 
gines. XIX. (A vocabulary of 1790 has 
cow-ee come.) 


cook kuk preparer of food by boiling, etc. 
OE. cóc — popL. cécus, for L. coquus, which 
is directly repr., with short vowel, by OS. 
kok (Du. kok), OHG. choh (G. koch), Icel. 
koRkr. ‘The IE. base of L. coquus is *quequo- 
:—- *pekwo- (as in Gr. péssein ripen, boil, 
cook; see also PEPTIC and cf. OSI. pekq 
I bake, roast, Skr. pdéati cook, bake). 
Hence cook vb. xiv, which has parallels 
in other Germ. langs. coo-Kery. xiv. 


cookie ku:ki (Sc.) bun, (U.S.) small cake. 
xvii. — Du. koekje, dim. of koek cake. 
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COOL 


cool kil moderately cold. OE. cél = 
MLG., MDu. köl (Du. koel:- Germ. 
*kéluz, f. *kol- *kal- (see COLD); as sb. 
from xiv. (HG. has forms derived from a 
~ja-stem, OHG. kuoli, G. kühl) Hence 
cool vb. OE. cólian — OG. cólón :- Germ. 
*kolojan, f. *kóluz, from which also Germ. 
*holjan (OE. célan KEEL?). Hence coolri! 
külp (chiefly joc.) coolness xvI. 


coolie, cooly kili hired native labourer 
(prop.) in India and China. xvir. Of un- 
certain origin ; Urdu gul, Bengali, etc., kūlī, 
perh. to be identified with the name Kul, 
Koli of an aboriginal tribe of Gujerat, India 
(in xvi Colles), the name being prob. con- 
veyed by the Portuguese to S. India and 
China ; the formal correspondence of Tamil 
küli hire ts prob. accidental. 


coomb, combe küm deep hollow, valley. 
OE. cumb, not found in OE. or ME. litera- 
ture, but occurring from early times in 
charter place-names belonging to the south 
of England, many of which survive, e.g. 
Batcombe, Salcombe. Its present gen. use 
goes back to xvi. 


coon kin (U.S.) raccoon xvi; fellow; 
negro XIX. Aphetic of RACCOON. 


coop küp Tbasket xir1; cage for poultry xv; 
place of confinement xvi. - MLG., MDu. 
kiipe (Du. kuip tub, vat), parallel with OS. 
kõpa, OHG. kuofa (G. kufe) cask — L. cupa, 
also medL. cépa tun, barrel. The forms and 
phonology (cf. coupe xIv—xvil) present the 
ae features as cooper, droop, stoop. Hence 
Vb. XVI. 


cooper kü:per one who makes and repairs 
vessels formed with staves and hoops. XIV 
(earlier as a personal designation passing 
into a surname XIII; cf. AL. cüperius X111). 
- MDu., MLG. Rüper, f. küpe COOP; see -ER!. 
For the phonology cf. coop. @ An obs. sp. 
is preserved in the surname Cowper, pro- 
nounced like Cooper by those who bear it. 


co-operate kouo'poreit work together. xvIl. 
f. pp. stem of late L. cooperdri, f. com co--|- 
operári work, OPERATE. So CO-Opera‘TION. 
XIV. = L., partly, in later use, through EF. 
coopération.  Cco-o-peratIvE. XVII. CO- 
O-peraTor. xv. —late L. (Vulg.). 


co-opt kouoapt elect as a colleague. XVII. 
- L. cooptare, f. com co--+ optdre choose (see 
OPTION). So co-o-ptate. xvi. f. pp. stem 
of L. cooptdre. co-opta'TION. xvi. — L. 


co-ordinate koud-idinot of equal rank 
XVII ; sb. (math.) each of two or more magni- 
tudes used to define the position of other 
magnitudes XIX. f. co---L. ordinátus, pp. 
of ordindre arrange, ORDAIN, after the earlier 
SUBORDINATE. So co-o'rdinate -eit vb. 
XVII; cf. medL. coordinàáre ordain together, 
F. cóordonner. co-ordina:rioN. XVII. =F. 
or late L. 


COPIOUS 


coot küt the bird Fulica atra, having a 
white spot on the head; formerly more 
widely used. xiv. ME. cote, coote (first in 
balled cote ‘bald coot’), prob. of LG. origin 
(cf. Du. koet t= *kéte). 


cop kop (sl) catch, capture. xvi. Of 
north. dial. origin; prob. var. of cap arrest, 
seize (XVI) - OF. caper seize- L. capere 
take (see CAPTURE). Hence cop and co:pper 
(-ER’) policeman. XIX. 


copaiba, -aiva kopaiba, -etba, -airvo. 
a S. American balsam. XVIII. = Sp., Pg. 
copaiba — Guarani cupauba. 


copal kou'pəl resin yielding varnish. xvi. 
— Sp. copal — Aztec copalli incense. 


coparcener koupa'isonoj co-heir(ess). xv. 
f. CO-+PARCENER. Also copa'rcenanv, 
-ERY, -pa-rceny joint-heirship or -owner- 
ship; see -Y?, CO-PA'RTNER. All xvi. 


cope! koup long cloak or cape (esp. eccl.) 
XIII; ‘canopy’ or ‘vault’ of night, heaven 
XIV; outer mould in founding xix. Early 
ME. cape, repr. OE. cap (in cantelcap) and 
*cape = ON. kdpa (Da. Raabe), -medL. 
capa, var. of cappa whence F. chape, Pr. 
capa, It. cappa; cf. CAP, CHAPEL, CHAPERON. 
Hence cope-sTONE top stone of a building. 
XVI (Sc. Raip-, cape stone); whence prob. 
cope vb. cover (a wall) with a head stone 
XVII; co'ping kou'pin uppermost course 
of masonry or brickwork XVII; see -INGI 


cope? koup fcome to blows (with) xiv; 
meet or contend with xvi. = OF. coper, 
var. of colper (mod. couper) strike, (now) 
cut, f. cop, colp (mod. coup) blow :- Rom 
*colpu-s :- L. colaphus - Gr. kólaphos blow 
with the fist, box on the ear. 


cope? koup Tbuy xv (Lydg); exchange, 
barter xvi. - MDu., (M)LG. képen (Du. 
koopen) = G. kaufen; see CHEAP. Hence 
co:per! dealer, esp. in horse-coper XVI; see 
-ER!, 


copeck kou:pek Russian coin. XVII. = Russ. 
kopéjka, dim. of kopjë lance (OSI. kopije, 
rel. to Gr. kóptein; cf. COMMA); so named 
from the substitution in 1535 of the figure 
of Ivan IV on horseback with a lance for 
that of his predecessor with a sword. 


coper? kou:poi (sl) floating grog-shop for 

North Sea fishermen. xix. - Du., Flem. 
kooper trader, dealer, f. koopen buy (see 
CHEAP). 


Copernican koup3'nikon. xvit. f. Coper- 
nicus, latinized form of Nicolas Koppernik, 
name of the founder of modern astronomical 
theory, a native of ‘Thorn in Prussian Poland 
(d. 1543); see -AN. 


copious kou‘pies fplentifully furnished ; 
abundant. xtv. -(O)F. copieux or L.cépidsus, 
f. copia abundance, f. com co--+ ops wealth, 
OPULENCE )( inopia want; see -IOUS. 
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COPPER 


CORBAN 





copper! ko:por metal distinguished by its 
peculiar red colour OE. ; vessel made of this 
XVII; copper money XVIII. OE. copor, coper, 
corr. to MDu. coper (Du. koper), ON. koparr 
+ *kupar, of which the var. *kuppar gave 
MLG. kopper, OHG. chuphar, kupfar (G. 
kupfer) = late L. cuprum (Edict of Diocletian, 
301), for L. cyprium, in full cyprium æs 
‘metal of Cyprus’, so named from its most 
noted ancient source. Q Cf. OF. cuevre, Pr. 
coure, Sp., Pg. cobre :- Rom. *coprum, late 
cubrum, and (O)F. cuivre :- Rom. 
*cobreum, sb. use of n. of L. cupreus of 
copper. 


copper? see COP. 


copperas  ko:poros sulphate of copper, 
iron, or zinc ; vitriol, xiv (coperose). —- (O)F. 
couperose, corr. to It. copparosa —- medL. 
cup(e)rosa, perth. orig. *aqua cuprosa ‘copper- 
water’, but later assoc. with rosa rose, after 
Gr. khdlkanthon vitriol, lit. ‘flower of brass’ 
(cf. Du. tkoperroose and koperwater, G. 
tRupferrose and kupferwasser). Obscuration 
of the final syll. appears in XVI. 


copper-nose ko-painouz red nose caused 

by drink, etc. xvi (implied in copper-nosed). 
perh. alteration of F. couperose (Paré) 
COPPERAS, after COPPER and NOSE; cf. G. 
kupfernase. 


coppice ko'pis thicket of underwood and 
small trees. xIV (copeys, copys). — OF. 
copeiz :- Rom. *colpáticium (for the suffix 
cf. CHASSIS, GLACIS), f. *colpát-, pp. stem of 
*colpare cut (F. couper), f. medL. colpus 
earlier colapus (Salic and Alemannic laws), 
for L. colaphus blow with the fist = Gr. 
kélaphos blow, buffet. As a result of the 
final syll. being regarded as the pl. ending, 
a new sg. cop(p)y arose, which survives 
dial. ; an independent contr. form is Tcop( p)s, 
COPSE. 


copra ko'pro dried kernel of the coco-nut. 
xvi. -Pg. (and Sp.) copra ~ Malayalam 
koppara coco-nut. 


coprolite ko:prolait fossil resembling petri- 
fied excrement. xix (Buckland). f. Gr. 
kópros dung ; see -LITE. 


copse, contr. of coppis, COPPICE. XVI. 


Copt  kopt native Egyptian (Jacobite) 
Christian. xvi. -—F. Copte or modL. 
Coptus, also Cophtus - Arab. Quft, Qubt 
(coll.) Copts - Coptic Gyptios ^ Gr. Aigüp- 
tios EGYPTIAN. Hence Coptic. xvii. 
- modL. Cofticus. 


copula ko':pjülo (gram.) part of a proposi- 

tion connecting subject and predicate, spec. 
the verb ‘to be’; connexion. xvi. —L. 
copula tie, connexion, linking of words, f. 
com CO--+apere fasten; see APT, -ULE, and 
cf. COUPLE. So co'pulate tcouple; unite 
sexually. xvul. f. pp. stem of L. cépuldre, 
f. cópula; see -ATE*. copula TION. xiv. 
- (O)F. - L. 


copy ko'pi transcript of an original XIV; 
individual specimen of a work; exemplar; 
matter prepared for printing (Caxton) xv. 
(The etymol. sense of ‘abundance’ occurs 
xiv-xvil.) -—(O)F. copie = Pr., Sp., It. 
copia -L. cópia abundance, plenty, pl. 
forces, ability, opportunity, means (see 
copious). The sense ‘transcript’, which is 
medL. and Rom., arose from such phr. as 
copiam describendi facere give permission 
to transcribe, whence the sense ‘right of 
reproduction’ and simply ‘reproduction’. 
Hence co‘pyHOLp holding of lands by copy 
of the manorial court roll xv. co-pyRIGHT 
right to print, publish, and sell copies of 
a work of literature or of art XVIII. 


coquelicot ko-klikou colour of the red 
poppy. XVIII. =F. coquelicot (in OF. 
‘cock’), imit. formation on the cock’s crow; 
the flower was so named from comparison 
with the red cock’s comb. 


coquette kouke't girl or woman who trifles 
with a man's affections. xvii. — F., fem. of 
coquet gallant, amorously forward, f. co- 
queter flirt, prop. strut or show off like a 
cock before hens, f. cog cock!. 


COr- assim. form of com CON- before r. 


coracle ko'rokl small wickerwork boat. 
XVI (corougle). — W. corwgl, cwrwgl, f. corwe 
coracle, ‘carcass (= Ir., Gael. curach 
CURRACH). 


coracoid kə'rəkoid beaked like a crow. 
xvin. — modL. coracoidés — Gr. korakoeidés, 
f. korak-, kórax raven, crow, ult. of imit. 
origin : see -OID. Coraco- is used as a comb. 
form, 


coral korol calcareous substance secreted 
by marine polyps. xiv. — OF. coral (mod. 
corail) = Pr. coralh, Sp. coral, It. corallo :- 
L. corallum, -alium — Gr. kordilion, kourd- 
lion, prob. of Semitic origin. So co-ralline 
genus of seaweeds once supposed to be of 
the nature of coral xvi; plant-like animal 
such as the Polyzoa xvii. -— It. corallina, 
f. corallo; adj. xvii. = F. corallin, -e or L. 
corallinus ; see -INE!. 


coram  koó:xrom L. prep. córam (f. com 

CO--l-ór-, 0$ face) in the presence of, used 
in legal and other phr., as coram judice 
before a judge, coram publico in public; as 
a sb. in colloq. phr. tunder coram under 
discipline or correction. xvi. @ Misused 
for quorum in Sh. ‘Merry Wives’ 1 i 6, and 
in early Sc. 


coranto kore‘ntou (hist.) dance in triple 

time. xvi (couranto). Alteration, by addi- 
tion of an It. termination, of F. courante 
(sc. danse dance) ‘running dance’, prp. fem. 
of courir run (cf. CURRENT). 


corban k5-iben offering given to God. 
XIV. — Vulgate L. - N.'T. Gr. korbán — Heb. 
gorban offering, f. garab approach. 
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corbel kéd-1bal (archit.) projection jutting 
from a wall to support a weight. xv. - OF. 
corbel (mod. corbeau) raven, also archit., 
dim. of Tcorp :— L. corvu-s raven (cf. ROOK!). 
@ Chaucer has a var. corbet. 


corbie k5-1bi (Sc.) raven. xv (Wyntoun, 
Henryson). - OF. corb (see prec.) 4- -1E, -v$. 


cord k5id string xiir (Cursor M.); cord- 
like structure, as in the body xv; measure 
of cut wood xvii. — (O)F. corde (vocal cords) 
— Pr., It, Pg. corda, Sp. cuerda :- L. 
chorda — Gr. khordé (see cHorD). With the 
third sense cf. the use in Olt., F., and Pr. 
for a superficial and cubic measure. Hence 
co‘'rdaGE. XVI; after F. 


Cordelier  kóxdslio:: | Franciscan of the 
strict rule. xxiv. -(O)F. Ceordelier, f. 
tcordele, dim. of corde CORD; so named 
from their rope girdle. 


cordial k5-udiol pert. to the heart xiv; 
stimulating to the heart; hearty xv; sb. XIV 
(Ch.). — medL. cordiális, £. cord-, cor HEART; 
so F. (xv); see -1Ar. Hence cordia lirv. 
XVII ; cf. F. cordialité. 


cordillera koidiljgo:ro mountain chain or 


ridge. XVIII. Sp., f. cordilla, dim. of cuerda 
CORD, string, chain. 


cordite kō'rdait smokeless explosive, so 
called from its cord-like appearance ; intro- 
duced in 1889. f. CORD-+-ITE. 


cordon k5:idon projecting course of stones 
XVI; line of military posts or police xvii. 
— lt. cordone, augm. of corda CORD; super- 
seded by F. cordon (dim.). 


cordovan ko:idovon Cordova leather. xvi. 
— Sp. cordován (now -bdn) ; see CORDWAINER. 


corduroy, corderoy  k5::doroi, -djüroi 
coarse thick-ribbed stuff. xvin. prob. f. 
SORD (pl. cords is applied to a ribbed fabric 
in Woostenholme’s patent, 1776)-+ tduroy, 
Tderoy (xvii) coarse West-of-England 
woollen stuff, of unkn. origin; spelt cord de 
roy, corde du roy and interpreted as ‘king’s 
cords’ in some books of xix. There is no 
evidence to confirm the suggestion that it 
is an alteration of fcolour de or du roy ‘king’s 
colour’ (orig.) purple, (later) tawny, or to 
connect it with the surname Corderoy. 


cordwainer k5-1dweinez shoemaker, orig. 
maker of Cordovan leather. x1. = AN. 
cordewaner, OF. cordoanier (mod. cordon- 
nier), f. cordewan, cordoan (whence ME, 
cordewane, mod. cordwain Spanish leather), 
f. Cordoue - Sp. Cordoba, TCordova :- L. 
Corduba town in Spain where a goatskin 
(later, horsehide) leather was made. ‘The 
Sp. adj. tcordovano and sb. tcordovdn were 
adopted in Eng. as coRDOVAN. The F. word 
passed also into It. and the Germ. langs. 


core koor horny seed-capsule of apple, etc. 
xiv; unburnt centre of coal xv; hard centre 


of a boil xv1; central or innermost part XVII. 
ME. core, coore, of unkn. origin; poss. 
— (OJF. cor horn, conRN?, but the orig. final 
-e is a difficulty; superseded earlier colk 
(see COKE); cf. the blended form tcorke (xv). 


corf kojf basket, (later) spec. in mining. 
xiV. -(M)LG., (M)Du. korf = OHG. 
chorp (G. korb)~L. corbis; reintroduced 
in XVII by continental miners. 


coriaceous koriei' fəs leathery. xvir. f. late L. 
coridceus, £. corium skin, hide, leather; see 
-ACEOUS. 


coriander koriæ'ndər the plant Corian- 
drum sativum. xIv. =(O)F. coriandre 
-L. coriandrum — Gr. koríannon. Q From 
L. are also OE. cellendre, OHG. chulluntar, 
and OF. coliandre, whence ME. +coliandre. 


cork kısık bark of the tree Quercus Suber, 

the cork-oak xIv (corktre ‘suberies’, corkbarke 
‘cortex’, Promp. Parv.)); Tcork sole or 
sandal x1v ; stopper, prop. of cork xvi. prob. 
- Du., LG. kork (whence G. Rork) - Sp. 
alcorque cork sole or shoe, perh. of Arab. 
origin (al is the def. article; cf. alcornoque 
cork-tree); the orig. application may have 
been to the cork-shoe, and transference to 
the material later (cf. earlier G. name for 
cork, pantoffelholz ‘slipper-wood’). Hence 
cork vb. tfurnish with a cork sole xvi; 
stop with a cork xvii; whence co'rker 
(sl.) something decisive, 'settler' (orig. U.S.) 
XIX; see -ER!. 


cormorant  kó:moront large voracious 
sea-bird, Phalacrocorax carbo. XIII (cor- 
merant, cormaraunt). ~ OF. cormaran (mod. 
cormoran), earlier cormareng, for *corp 
mareng, repr. (with assim. of adj. suffix to 
Germ. -ing) medL. corvus marinus (VIIT) 
‘sea raven’, whence Pr. corpmari(n), Pg. 
corvo marinho. For the final parasitic t£ 
cf. pageant, parchment, peasant, pennant, 
pheasant, truant, tyrant, varmint. 


corn! kóàun grain, seed, fruit of a cereal. 
OE. corn — OFris., OS., OHG., ON. korn, 
Goth.  kaurn:- CGerm. *kurnam :- IE. 
*gryndm ‘worn-down particle’, n. pp. of base 
*or-, *ger- wear away, grow old, whence 
also L. gránum GRAIN, OIr. gran, OSI. zriino 
seed, Gr. gratis old woman, gérén old man, 
Skr. jiryati wastes away, jirnds wasted, old; 
cf. KERNEL. Hence corn vb. fmake or be- 
come granular; sprinkle with salt in grains, 
preserve with salt (as corned beef). xvi. 
CO:fhCRAKE landrail, Crex pratensis. XV. 


corn® k5in horny hardening of the skin. 
XV. - AN. corn — (O)F. cor:- L. cornü 
HORN. 


cornea k5-1nia (anat.) horny covering of 
the eyeball. xrv. modL., short for medL. 
cornea téla or tunica horny tissue or coating; 
fem. of corneus (whence co-:rneous xvI1), 
f. corni HORN. 
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cornel k5:inol tree of the genus Cornus. | corollary  korodori (geom.) proposition 


XVI (Turner). orig. in cornel berry, cornel 
tree, semi-tr. of G. kornelbeere, kornelbaum 
(OHG. kornulberi, -boum, the source of 
which is some medL. deriv. of L. cornus 
cornel tree = Gr. krdnos). Q OE. had 


corntréow. 


cornelian koiunidlion red or reddish variety 


appended to another as a self-evident in- 
ference xtv (Ch.); immediate deduction or 
consequence XVII. ~ L. corolldrium money 
paid for a garland, present, gratuity, deduc- 
tion (Boethius), f. corolla; see prec. and -ARY. 
q Astr. on the first syll. is indicated by ME. 
corellari (cf. medL. corellártum). 


of chalcedony. XIV (corneline). - OF, corona korouno member of a cornice XVI; 


corneline (mod. cornaline), corr. to Pr. 


circle or halo of light xvir. L., CROWN. 


cornelina, Sp. cornerina, lt. cornalina; | coronach ko'ronay (Sc. and Ir.) funeral 


refash. after medL. cornelius, var. of 
corneolus. 


corner ko'inoi projecting or hollow angle. 


lament, dirge. xvi. - Ir. coranach, Gael. 
corranach, outcry, funeral cry, dirge, f. 
comh- together (CON-) 4- rànach roaring. 


xu (Cursor M.). — AN corner, OF. cornier | coronation koranei-fan ceremonial crown- 


:i- Rom. *cornárium, f. L. cornum, cornu 
HORN, point, end ; see -ER? 2. Hence corner 
vb. furnish with, place in, a corner XIV; 
(orig. U.S.) drive into a corner Xix. corner- 
stone. XIII (Cursor M.); after L. lapis 
angularis (Vulg., e.g. Job xxxvii 6, Eph. 
ii 20). 

cornet! ko-nit wind-instrument (now, the 
cornet à piston) XIV; conical twisted paper, 
and other transf. uses xvI. —(O)F. cornet = 
Pr. cornet, It. cornetto, dim. of Rom. *corno, 
L. cornum, corni HORN ; see -ET. 


cornet? k5:unit woman's head-dress with 
horns or lappets; Tcavalry standard, orig. 
with a pointed pennon; Tcompany of 
cavalry; officer in this. xvi. -(O)F. 
cornette, dim. of corne horn (= Pr., Pg., 
It. corna antlers, Sp. cuerna) orig. coll. :- 


ing. xIv. -(O)F. coronation = Pr., Sp. 
coronacion, It. coronazione —- medL. coróna- 
tio(n-), f. L. corónáre CROWN; see -ATION. 


coroner ko-ronox (hist) officer orig. 


charged with maintaining the rights of 
crown property XIV; officer who holds 
inquests on bodies of persons who have 
died by violence or accident xv. = AN. 
cor(o)uner, f. coro(u))ne CROWN, after the L. 
title custos placitorum coronæ guardian of 
the pleas of the crown; latinized as coró- 
nárius, coróndtor (Xur). From Xv freq. in 
contr. form crozoner (from corou:ner), as in 
Sh. ‘Hamlet’ v i 4. 


coronet ko*ranet small crown. xv. — OF. 


coronet(t)e, dim. of corone CROWN; see -ET. 
Earlier Terozonet (xiv), Teronet (xvi) - OF. 
corounete, querounete. 


Rom. *corna, for L. cornua, pl. of cornü coronis korou:nis (Gr. gram.) sign re- 


HORN ; See -ET. 


cornice k5-1nis horizontal moulded pro- 
jection on a building, etc. xvi (cornish). 
= F. corniche, ț-ice, T-isse — It. cornice, perh. 
— L. cornic-, cornix crow (cf. the origin of 


sembling an apostrophe placed over a vowel 
to denote contraction or crasis. XIX. L. 
— Gr. korénis flourish at the end of a book 
or chapter, sb. use of adj. ‘curved’, rel. to 
koróné CROWN. 


CORBEL), but with blending of a deriv. of Gr. | corozo korou‘zou, ||-dd0 species of palm, 


korónís coping-stone. 


Cornish k5:nif pert. to Cornwall. xv 


Phytelephas, of S. America, the source of 
vegetable ivory. XVIII. Sp.- native name. 


(Boorde). f. first el. of Cornwall, OE. Corn- corporal! ko'1porol linen cloth on which 


walas, f. OCeltic *Aornovjos, -ja, whence 
medL. Cornubia Cornwall; see WELSH, 
-ISH', The native name was Kerniak, 
Kernewec, £. Kernóu (cf. W. Cernyw Corn- 
wall, Cernywaidd Cornish (adj.), Cernyweg 
(sb.), and Breton Kernééd the district of 
Cornouailles in Brittany). 


the host and chalice are placed at the 
Eucharist. xtv. —(O)F. corporal or medL. 
corpordle, sb. use (sc. pallium PALL?) of 
corpordlis CORPORAL?; the reference is to 
the use of the cloth for the ‘Corpus Christi’ 
(Body of Christ). The OF. nom. form 
corporaus was adopted earlier in ME. (x11), 
later co-rporas. 


cornopean kdinoupien cornet å piston. corporal? kd-1poral bodily x1v; Tcorporeal, 


XIX. Obscurely f. CoRNET!. 


cornucopia koinjukou:pio (myth.) goat's 
horn overflowing with fruits, etc. XVI. — late 


material x1v (Trev.). — OF. corporal (mod. 
corporel) — L. corporalis, f. corpor-, CORPUS; 
see -AL?. So corpora‘liry. xiv. — late L. 


- - . * - - b ¢ e . 
L. cornücópia, earlier corn cópi& 'horn of | corporal?  k5-upoers] non-commissioned 


plenty’, the horn of the goat Amalthza 
placed in heaven, emblem of fruitfulness 
and abundance. 


corolla koro‘lo little crown, garland XVII; 
(bot.) whorl of petals xviii. = L. corolla, 
used bot. by Linnzeus, dim. of coróna CROWN. 


officer below asergeant. xvi. — F. Tcorporal, 
var. of caporal = It. caporale, of which there 
appears to have been a Venetian form 
Teorporale (latinized corporalis xv), £. corpor-, 
corpus body (of troops), the standard form 
being assim. to capo head. Cf. prec. 


@ Called by Grew foliation. corporas see CORPORAL}, 
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corporate k5:1paret forming a corporation 
XV; corporeal, belonging to the body politic 
xvii (Sh.). - L. corporátus, pp. of corporáre 
fashion into or with a body, collect, f. 
corpor-, CORPUS; see -ATE?. So corpora:- 
TION Tincorporation XV; body of persons, 
esp. one formally incorporated xv; (large) 
abdomen xvIII (cf. the obs. use of corporate 
for ‘corpulent’, after late L.). - late L. 
(‘corporeal nature’, ‘corporate body’). cor- 
poraTIVE applied to the state as organized 
in Fascist Italy on the basis of collective 
labour relations. — It. (stato) corporativo. 


corposant kõ'ıpəsænt ball of light ob- 
served on the masts and yards of a ship on 
stormy nights. xvir (earlier in foreign forms). 
- OSp., It. corpo santo (Sp. cuerpo santo) 
‘holy body’, i.e. of a saint (cf. the synon. 
‘St. Elmo’s fire’). 


corps kr portion of an army forming a 
tactical unit. xvir. =F. corps, used as 
short for corps d'armée army corps; intro- 
duced during the Duke of Marlborough’s 
campaigns; see next. Q Earlier in corps de 
garde ‘body of guard’, small body of troops 
stationed on guard, also the post occupied 
by them (xvi), perverted to tcourt of guard 
(xv1, Greene, Sh.). 


corpse kdips tbody, person; (orig. dead 
corpse, as in 2 Kings xix 35, Isaiah xxxvii 36) 
lifeless body. xiv. ME. corps, orig. graphic 
var. of cors (XIII), later corse (x1v; still arch.) 
— OF. cors (mod. corps) = Pr. cors s= L. 
corpus body (see corpus). The inserted p 
had infl. the pronunc. before 1500; the sp. 
corpse (with final e), which differentiates this 
word from prec., though appearing as early 
as XVI, did not become general before xix. 
The form corps at first functioned both as 
sg. and pl.; a new sg. corp appeared in Sc. xv. 


corpulent kd-ipjilent tmaterial, gross xiv; 
bulky of body xiv (Trev.). - L. corpulentus, 
f. corpus; see next and -ULENT. 


corpus kó:ipos pl. corpora ko:1poro body 
XIV; body of writings xvii. L. ‘body’ (cf. 
MIDRIFF). In xiv-xvi perh. a var. of corpes, 
corpse. Corpus Christi kri-stai, -ti ‘Body 
of Christ’, feast of the Blessed Sacrament 
of Christ’s Body and Blood, observed on 
the first Thursday after Trinity Sunday. 
XIV. 


corpuscle k5-ipasl, kó1p4'sl minute particle 
of matter. XVII. ~ L. corpusculum, dim. of 
L. corrus. The L. form was formerly 
current, and corpu'scule (as in F.) has 
been used from early xIx. See -CLE. 


corral koràl enclosure for cattle, etc. 
XVI (corall). ~Sp., OPg. corral, Pg. curral 
(of Hottentot origin), whence KRAAL. 


correct! kore'kt set right; chastise xiv; 
counteract, neutralize xvi. f. correct-, pp. 
stem of L. corrigere, f. com COR---regere 
lead straight, direct (see REGENT). So cor- 
re'cTIoN setting right, amendment, chastise- 
ment. xIV. =(0O)F.= L. corre'ctıvE adj. 


XVI; sb. xvir (Jonson). ~—F. corre-ctor. 
XIV (PPl). =- AN., OF. = L. ; see -OR!. 


correct? kəre'kt that is in accordance 
with a standard xvu (Dryden); that is in 
accordance with truth xviii. —F. correct - L.. 
correctus amended, correct, pp. of corrigere 
(see prec.). Hence corre'ctiTUDE correct- 
ness of conduct. X1x; after rectitude. 


corregidor koreyidó:r Sp. magistrate. XVI. 
Sp., agent-noun f. corregir — L. corrigere 
CORRECT!. 


correlate ko:rileit bring into or stand in 

mutual relation. xvi (Fielding). Back- 
formation from COrrELA'TION, COrreE'LA- 
TIVE. xvi. —scholL. correldtio, -dtivus 
(xii); cf. F. corrélation, -atif, -ive. 


correspond korispo:nd be agreeable to or 
congruous with, answer to XVI; communicate 
by interchange of letters xvii. — (O)F. corre- 
spondre ~ medL. correspondére; see COR-, 
RESPOND. So correspo‘ndENCE congruity 
xv; t(gen.) relation XVI; intercourse spec. 
by letters xvii (the letters themselves xvr). 
- (O)F. —-medL. correspo-ndeENT adj. xv; 
sb. xvir (spec. one who communicates by 
letter; so in F.) - (O)F. or prp. of medL. 
correspondere. 


corridor ko ridór covered way xvi; out- 
side gallery round a court, etc. XVII ; passage 
running the length of a building, etc. XIX. 
—- F. corridor — It. corridore, alteration, by 
assim. to corridore runner, of corridojo :- 
Rom. *eurritórium, f. *currit-, for curs-, 
pp. stem of L. currere run (see CURRENT); 
see -ORY. 


corrie ko'ri (Sc. circular hollow on a 
mountain side. xvin. - Gael coire ko're 
cauldron, whirlpool, hollow, rel. to OE. 
hwer cauldron. 


corrigendum, pl. -da kəridze'ndəm, -də 
error(s) to be corrected. xix. L., sb. use of 
n. of gerundive of corrigere CORRECT!. 


corroborate koro'boreit strengthen, con- 
firm XVI; (an opinion) by concurrent evi- 
dence xvill. f. pp. stem of L. corrébordre, 
f. com COR-+rõboräre strengthen, f. robur 
strength; see ROBUST, -ATE?. So corrobo- 
FA'TION. XV. —F. or late L, 


corroboree  koro:bori native Australian 
dance. XiX. A word of Port Jackson dialect, 
New South Wales. 


corrode kərou'd wear away. XIV. =L. 
corrüdere, f. com COR-+rõdere gnaw (see 
RODENT). So corro:sioN. xiv. — OF. or 
late L. corro'sivE adj. and sb. xiv (Ch.). 
—- OF. corosif - medL. corróstous ; orig. str. 
on the first syll., whence the frequent vars. 
Tco:rsie (xv), Tco-rsive (XVI). 


corrody ko'roadi (hist.) provision for main- 
tenance, XV. — AN. corodie, AL. corródium, 
varying with -rddium, -rédium, £. OF. conrei, 
-roi (mod. corroi):- Rom. *conrédo, f. 
*conrédáre CURRY!, 
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corrugated ko-rigeitid wrinkled xvii (also 
corrugat pa. pple. x1v) ; of iron, etc. XIX. f. 
pp. of L. corriigdre, f. com cor- (intensive) + 
rigare, f. riiga wrinkle; see RUGOSE, -ATE?, 
-EDİ, 
corrupt kəra'pt tas pp. corrupted XIV; 
unsound, rotten, debased, venal xiv 
(Wyclif, Ch., Gower). — OF. corrupt or 
L. corruptu-s, pp. of corrumpere destroy, 
ruin, falsify, seduce, f. com COR-+ rumpere 
break (see RUPTURE). Hence corru'pt vb. 
render unsound xiv; make venal xvr; alter 
(language) for the worse XVII; superseding 
tcorrump (xiv, R. Rolle). corru-prion. 
xiv. -(O)F.- L. 
corsage k51sà:5 tbody xv; bodice xix. 
-(O)F. corsage, f. cors body; see CORPSE, 
CORSE, -AGE. 


corsair k5-1sea1 privateer xv. Not in gen. 
use in this form before xvir, current early 
forms being corsale, cursarte, corsario, cur- 
saro. — F. corsaire, tcoursaire, tcursatre, Pr. 
corsari, Sp. corsario, It., corsale, -are, T-aro, 
T-ario :- Rom. (medL.) cursárius, f. cursa 
and cursus hostile inroad, plunder, a spec. 
use of L. cursus COURSE. See COURSER. 


corse obs. and arch. form of CORPSE. 


corset k5-1sit close-fitting body garment 
XIV; laced inner bodice, stays xvi. —(O)F. 
corset, dim. of cors body ; see CORPSE, -ET. 


corslet kd-islit garment, spec. defensive 
armour, covering the body. xv. -—(O)F. 
corselet, dim. of cors body; see CORPSE, -LET. 


cortége kiitei-3 train of people. xvu. — F. 
cortège — It. corteggio, f. corteggiare attend 
court, keep a retinue, f. corte COURT. 

Cortes kd-itiz, -ez the two chambers of the 
legislative assembly of Spain and of Portu- 
gal. xvri. Sp., Pg. cortes, pl. of corte COURT. 


cortical kō'utikəl (bot.) of the bark or super- 
ficial investment. XVII. = modL. corticãlis, 
f. L. cortic-, cortex bark (anglicized xv11), 
rel. to corium leather; see -AL. 


corundum  kor4:ndom mineral allied to 
sapphire and ruby, xvui. = Tamil kurun- 
dam == Telugu kuruvindam — Skr. kuru- 
vinda, -as ruby. 


coruscate ko':roskeit sparkle, glitter. xvirI. 
f. pp. of L. coruscáre vibrate, glitter; see 
-ATE?. So corusca'TION. XV. -L. 


corvée k5-rvei forced labour xv (isolated 
ex.); Xvi (with ref. to the French peasants’ 
statute labour). —(O)F. corvée = Pr. cor- 
roada (cf. medL. coruada) :- Rom. *corro- 
gáta (sc. opera) requisitioned (works), n. pl. 
of pp. of L. corrogáre call together, collect, 
f. com (intensive) con--l-rogáre ask, request 
(see ROGATION). 


corvette kédive't flush-decked war-vessel. 
XVII. — F. corvette (beside Tcorvot), dim. f. 
M Dou. korf kind of ship; see -ETTE. 


corvine kd5-1vain of the crow kind. xvit. 
- L. corvinus, f. corvus raven; cf. CORBEL 
and see -INE!, 


Corybant ko'ribzent priest of the worship 
of Cybele. xiv (coribande, Ch.). — L. Cory- 
bant-, -bás - Gr. Korübás. Hence Cory- 
ba‘ntic. XVII. 


corymb ko-rimb (bot.) species of raceme. 
XVIII. — F. corymbe or L. corymbus = Gr. 
kórumbos summit, cluster of fruit or flowers, 
close head of a composite flower. 


coryphæus korifios leader (of a chorus). 
XVII. L. = Gr. Roruphaios chief, (in the Attic 
drama) leader of the chorus, f. koruphé head, 
top. Earlier anglicized tcoryphe(e) XVIL. 

cos kos variety of lettuce introduced from 
the island of Cos (Gr. K6s) in the Atgean 
Sea. xvii (Evelyn). 


cosh! kof (sl.) stout stick, truncheon. XIX. 
Of unkn. origin. 


cosh? kosert| (math.) abbrev. for hyperbolic 
cosine. XIX. 


cosher see KOSHER. 


cosine kou:sain (math.) sine of the com- 
plement of an angle. xvII; see CO-, SINE. 
So COSE'CANT, COTA'NGENT. XVII. € In 
modL. cosecans occurs in Rheticus' ‘Opus 
Palatinum’, a. 1576, cosinus and cotangens 
in Gunther’s ‘Canon Triangulorum’ 1620. 


cosmetic kozme-tik (preparation for) em- 

bellishing the personal appearance. XVII. 
- F. cosmétique — Gr. kosmétikós, f. kosmein 
adorn, f. kósmos ; see next and -1c. 


cosmos ko:zmos the universe as an ordered 
system. XVII (1sol. ex. xiAii(Orm)). — Gr. kós- 
mos order, ornament, order of the universe, 
(with the Pythagoreans) the world. Hence 
co-smiIC. XIX; after F. cosmique. cosmo- 
ko:zmou, kozmo: comb. form, as in cosmo:- 
GONY creation of the world xvii, cosmo:GRa- 
PHY description of the earth or the universe 
XV; cosmo-LoGcy theory of the universe 
Xvi1; all ult. from Gr. forms through F. 
or (mod)L. cosmopolitAN kozmopo:liton, 
cosmopoliTe kozmo:polait citizen of the 
world. XVII; as adjs. XIX. — F. cosmopolitain, 
-polite = It. cosmopolitano, -polita — Gr. 
kosmopolítēs ( polítēs citizen ; see POLITIC). 


cos(s) kos measure of length in India. xvir. 
— Hindi kos, Pali koss :- Skr. hrógas measure 
of distance, orig. cry, shout, (hence) range of 
the voice in calling or hallooing. 


Cossack ko-sak one of, or descendant of, 
early Russian people who sought free life 
on steppes, noted for warlike qualities, etc. 
XVI. = F. Cosaque (1578), varying in early use 
with Casaque (cf. cassock) = Russ. kazdk, 
Tkozdak — Turki quzzáq vagabond, nomad, 
adventurer, guerrilla, f. qaz wander about. 

cosset koəo'sit pet, pamper. XVII. f. dial. 
cosset pet-lamb, plausibly regarded by 
Skeat as a transf. use of AN. coscet, cozet 
(Domesday Book)- OE. cots#ta cottager 
(corr. to MLG. kotsete, whence G. kossat 
cottage-dweller), f. cot cor+ *s#i-, var. of 
*set-, base of *s/tjan srr. Q For similar 
origins cf. It. casiccio pet lamb (Florio), f. 
casa house, and G. hauslamm, Du. huislam. 
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cossid ko'sid courier. Xvir. — Arab. (Pers.) 
qagid travelling, courier. 


cost kóst price, pl. expenses. XIII. — AN. 
cost, OF. coust (mod. coát) — Pr. cost, Sp., 
It. costo := CRom. sb. *costo; f. OF. coster, 
couster (mod. cotiter), the source of cost vb. 
XIV — Pr., Sp. costar, It. costare :- CRom. 
*costaáre, for L. constáre stand firm, be fixed, 
stand at a price, f. com CON- (intensive) 4- 
stdre STAND. The L. idiom which is the 
source of present usage is repr. by Hoc 
constat mihi tribus assibus this ‘stands me in’ 
at three asses. Hence co:stly. xiv (Wyclif); 
see -Ly!. 


costal ko':stol pert. to the ribs. xvir. =F. 
costal - modL. costális, f. costa rib (cf. 
COAST); see -AL!. 


costard ko-staid large variety of apple xiv; 
(joc.) head xvi. = AN. costard, f. coste rib 
:- L. costa; see -ARD. So called from being 
prominently ribbed. Hence tcostardmonger, 
CO'Ster MONGER (XVI) apple-seller, fruiterer, 
esp. one who sold this fruit in the open, in 
mod. use, a seller of fruit, vegetables, fish, 
etc., from a barrow in the street; abbrev. 
coster ko'stoi. XIX. 


costive kostiv constipated. xiv. =- AN. 
*cost;f, for OF. costivé :- L. constipátus (see 
CONSTIPATE). For the loss of F. -é cf. AssIGN*. 


costmary  ko-stmesri aromatic plant 
Chrysanthemum (Pyrethrum, Janacetum) 
Balsamita. xv. f. cost (OE. cost- L. costum, 
-0s — Gr. kóstos — Arab. qust = Skr. kústhas, 
-am)--the name of the Virgin Mary. 


costume kostjüm Tmanners and customs 
proper to a time and place xvii1; mode of 
personal attire; complete set of outer gar- 
ments, etc. XIX. — F. costume (first used of 
realistic portrayal in works of art) - It. 
costume custom, fashion, habit :- L. consue- 
tüdinem CUSTOM. So costu:miER maker of 
costumes, XIX. -—- F. 


cosy, cozy kou'zi comfortable from being 
sheltered and warm XVIII; sb. kind of hood 
put over a teapot, etc., to keep it warm XIX. 
orig. Sc. (Ramsay, Burns); earliest form 
colsie; of unkn. origin. 


cot! kot cottage. OE. cot = MLG., MDu., 
ON. kot :- Germ. *kutam (cf. ON. kytja 
hovel), rel. to COTE. 


cot? kot light bedstead xvir; swinging bed 
for officers, the sick, ete., XVIII ; small child’s 
bed xix. - Hindi Rhaf bedstead, couch, 
hammock := Prakrit kRhatta, Skr. khatvd 
bedstead, couch, cot. 


cote kout ‘cottage xri; small building for 
sheltering small animals, as dovecot(e), sheep- 
cote XIV. OE. cote, corr. to LG. kote (whence 
G. kote) :— Germ. *kuton, rel. to cor!. 


coterie kou-teri fsociety, club; exclusive 
set or clique. XVIII. = F. coterie (in OF. 
feudal tenure, tenants holding land to- 
gether), f. *cote hut (cf, tcotin)- MLG. 


COUGAR 


kote COTE; see -ERY. Formerly pronounced 
with short initial syll., and so rhyming with 
lottery in Byron, ‘Don Juan’ Iv cix. 


cothurnus kap3-inas buskin of ancient 
tragic actors. XVIII (earlier anglicized 
Tcothurn xvu). L. — Gr. kóthornos. 


cotilli)on koutiljn one of several kinds 
of dance. XVIII. = F. cotillon petticoat, 
dance, dim. of cotte COAT. 


cotoneaster kətouniæ'ʻstəı genus of rosa- 
ceous trees. XVIII. modL., f. L. coténium 
QUINCE; see -ASTER. 


cotta ko:to short surplice. XIX. - It. cotta; 
see COAT. 


cottage ko:tidg small humble dwelling- 
house xiv (Ch.); small country or detached 
suburban house xvir (Walpole). - AN. 
*cotage, AL. cotàgium (x11), f. COT, COTE; 
see -AGE, Q F. cottage is from Eng. Hence 
co'ttager. XVI; see -ER!, 


cotter!, cottar kota: (Sc.) cottager paying 

rent-service. XIV (cottar, cotar). f. coT!-+- 
~ER! (Sc. -ar); cf. medL. cotdrius and 
COTTIER. 


cotter? ko'tar pin, etc. for fastening a thing 
into its place. xiv. Earlier (dial.) cotterel 
XVI; perh. transf. uses of COTTER! and 
*cotterel (cf. the surname Cotterell and AL. 
coterellus cottager). 


cottier ko-tior cottager xiv; (in Ireland) 
peasant cultivating a small holding xix. 
~ (O)F. cotier, f. cote; see COTERIE, -IER. 


cotton ko-tn white fibrous substance cover- 
ing the seeds of the cotton plant, Gossypium 
xtv (Maund.). ME. coto(u)n - (O)F. coton 
= Pr. coton, It. cotone — Arab. qutn, in Sp. 
Arab. goton. (From Arab. with prefixed 
article AL-? Sp. algodon, talcoton ; see ACTON. 
Sp. coton is now ‘printed cotton fabric’.) 
Hence co:tton vb. furnish with or take on a 
nap XV; (prob. transf. from the production 
of a nap in the finishing of cloth) Tprosper, 
get on xvi (orig. in This gear or matter 
cottons); get on with xvii; take to XIX. 


cotyledon kotili-dan (zool.) patch of villi 
on the chorion of ruminants XVI; (bot., 
after Linnzus, 1751) seed-leaf in phanero- 
gams XVII. -—L. cotylédon navelwort, 
pennywort (so used occas. in Eng.) - Gr. 
kotulédón applied to various cup-shaped 
cavities, f. kotilé hollow, cup, socket. 


couch kaut| bed; lair xiv; layer XVIIL. 
—(O)F. couche, f. coucher (whence couch 
vb. lay down, lie down xiv) — Pr. colcar, 
It. colcare += L. collocàre lay in its place, 
lodge, COLLOCATE. 


couch-grass kaut[gràs 
XVI. 


var. of QUITCH. 


cougar kū'gar puma. XVIII. = F. couguar 
(Buffon) —- Marcgraf's name cuguacu ara, 
repr. Guarani guagu ara. 
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cough kof expel air noisily from the lungs. 
xiv. ME. co3e, cowhe, co(u)we, f. imit. base 
*kox- repr. by OE. cohhetan shout, (M)LG., 
(M)Du. kuchen cough, MHG. kichen 
breathe, exhale. Hence cough sb xiv 
(PPI., Ch.). 


could pt. of caAN!. 


coulee kūli in W. Canada and U.S.A., 
deep ravine. X1x. — F. coulée flow, lava flow, 
f. couler flow :- L. cólàre filter, strain, in 
Rom. flow, f. cólum strainer (cf. COLANDER). 





coulisse kulrs groove in which a partition 
slides; side-scene or wings of a stage. XIX. 
— F. coulisse, sb. use of fem. of coulis, orig. 
adj. sliding, f. couler flow, glide, slide; see 
prec. and cf. glacis. See cULLIS. 


couloir külwari steep gorge. xix. - FF. 

couloir colander, lobby, steep incline down 
which felled wood is run, f. couler glide, 
slide-- -ozr (1- L. -órium -ORY). 


coulomb kulo:m unit of electric quantity. 
1881. f. name of C. A. de Coulomb (1736- 
1806), French physicist. 


coulter kou-ltər iron blade at the front of 
a ploughshare. OE. culter — L. culter knife, 
ploughshare. The sp. culter is familiar 
from Sh. 'Henry V' v ii 46; colter is the 
favoured sp. in U.S.A. 


council kau:nsil legislative assembly of 

ecclesiastics XI; advisory or deliberative 
assembly; body of councillors x11. = AN. 
cuncile, concilie = L. concilium convocation, 
assembly, meeting, f. com CON-+4-calāre 
call, summon, rel. to Gr. kaleîn call. In 
form and meaning (through the sense 
‘assembly for consultation’) blended at an 
early date with counsel, but differentiation 
began xvr. So cou: ncillon member of a 
council. xiv; alteration of COUNSELLOR by 
assim. to council. 


counsel kau-nsal consultation, delibera- 
tion; advice, direction; plan, design xii; 
body of legal advisers xiv; legal advocate 
XVIII. — OF. cun-, counseil (mod. conseil) — 
Pr. conselh, Sp. consejo, lt. consiglio :- L.. 
consilium consultation, plan, advice, judge- 
ment, prudence, deliberating body, f. com 
CON--|- *sal-; see CONSUL, CONSULT. Now 
restricted to the above senses ; for the sense 
‘deliberating body’ see CoUNCIL. So cow-n- 
sel vb. advise. xit. -(O)F. conseiller = 
Pr. cosselhar, etc. :—L. consilidri. coun- 
seHlor kau-nsilox adviser. xu. —(O)F. 
conseiller,  ‘tconseillour :- L. —consilidtor, 
-atórem ; see -on!, 
count! kaunt reckoning, ACCOUNT XIV; 
consideration, notice Xv; particular of a 
legal charge xvi. — OF. conte, counte (mod. 
compte reckoning, conte tale) = It. conto 
account, tale, Sp. cuento tale :— late L. com- 
putu-s calculation, f. computáre CoUNT?, 
count? kaunt used to repr. foreign titles of 
nobility (F. comte, G. graf, etc.). xvi. - OF. 
conte (mod. comte) — Pr. comte, Sp. conde, 
It. conte :- L. comitem nom. comes com- 
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panion, associate, partner, overseer, tutor, 
attendant on a distinguished private person, 
one of the imperial retinue, (late L.) occu- 
pant of a state office, in comes Britanniz 
and comes littoris Saxonici designating two 
generals of the Roman province of Britain; 
for *comis :- *comits lit. ‘one who goes 
with’, f£. com com--+ppl. stem it- of ire go 
(cf. ITINERARY). So countess’ kaurntis. 
XI (cuntesse). GQ A form countie, countee 
denoting ‘count’ was in use XVI-XVII, which 
may be a modification due to disyll. It. 
conte. 


count? kaunt tell over; reckon. xiv. - OF. 


counter, cunter reckon, relate (mod. compter 
count, conter relate) — Pr. comtar, Sp. 
contar, Yt. contare in both senses :- L. com- 
pütáre calculate, COMPUTE. For the sense 
‘tell a story’ see RECOUNT. 


countenance’ kau‘ntinons +tdemeanour, 


conduct; ‘calmness of look, confidence of 
mien’ (J.) XIII; aspect, appearance XIV 
(PPL.); facial look or expression xiv (R. 
Mannyng, Barbour); face, visage XIV 
(Gower); ‘appearance of favour’ (J.), 
support XVI. —AN. c(o)untenaunce, (O)F. 
contenance bearing, behaviour, mien, con- 
tents, f. contenir maintain (oneself), 
CONTAIN; cf. L. continentia CONTINENCE, 
(late) contents, (in medL.) demeanour, way 
of living; see -ANCE. Hence cou:ntenance 
vb. tmake a show (of), pretend xv; tface 
out; tset off; give support to XVI. 


counter! kau'ntoi object used in counting 


or keeping account XIV; desk for counting 
money, etc., (hence) money-changer’s table, 
tradesman’s table in his shop xiv. — AN. 
count(e)our, OF. conteotr, -eor (mod. comp- 
toir) :- medL. computàátórium, f. L. com- 
putáre COMPUTE ; see -ER?, 


counter? kauntoi À. Topposite direction 


to that taken by the game xvr; B. part of a 
horse's breast lying between the shoulders 
XVII; curved part of a ship’s stern XVII 
(Capt. Smith). f. COUNTER‘ or 5. 


counter?  kauntor in fencing, circular 


parry, the particular engagement being 
indicated by an addition, as counter-seconde, 
-tierce, -quarte, ~septime. XVII; counterblow 
XIX. — F. contre, corr. to It. contro, sb. use 
of the prep. (see COUNTER$). 


counter: kau:ntoi opposed, opposite. XVI. 


adj. use of the prefix COUNTER-, generalized 
from comps. such as counterblast, counter- 
mine, counterpoise. 


counter? kau:ntoi go counter to, oppose, 


controvert xiv (Wyclif); give a counterblow 
XIX. orig. aphetic of facounter, var. of 
ENCOUNTER; in later use a fresh formation 
on COUNTER- Or COUNTER?, 


counter? kau:ntoi in the opposite direction, 


orig. in hunting, hunt, run counter. XV. 
— OF. countre 1- L. contrà adv. and prep. 
against, in return, orig. fem. abl. with loca- 
tive meaning ; cf. CONTRA. 


COUNTER- 


counter- kauntor prefix, ME. countre- 
- AN. countre-, (O)F. contre- :- L. contrá- 
CONTRA-; denoting (i) against, opposite, in 
opposition to, (ii) in reversal of or parallelism 
with a former action, as counter-reformation, 
-revolution, (iil) in reciprocation or reply, as 
countersign, (iv) as the opposite member or 
constituent, as counterfoil, -part, (v) with 
a contrary action or movement, etc., in 
mutual opposition, as counterchange, (vi) 
mus., cf. CONTRA-; her., in the contrary 
direction, on opposite sides, with tinctures 
reversed, as counter-compony. counter- 
BLAST kau-ntozblast. xvi. counterfeit 
kourntaafit, -fit made in imitation, spurious, 
sham (Gower); also sb. (Maund.) xiv. 
OF. countrefet, -fait (mod. contrefait), pp. 
of contrefaire, corr. to Pr. contrafar, It. 
contraffare - Rom. (medL.) contráfacere 
(cf. late L. contráfactió contrast), f. contra 
COUNTER-J-facere make (see FACT). So 
counterfeit vb. make a fraudulent imita- 
tion (of). xur. —AN. countrefeter, f. 
countrefet pp. counterfoil kau-ntosfoil 
complementary part of a cheque, receipt, 
etc. XVIII; FOIL! was used in the same sense 
XV. countermand revoke or annul a 
command or order xv; tgo counter to, 
counteract XVI. — OF. contremander — med L. 
contramanddre; see MANDATE. counter- 
pane kauntoipein outer bed-covering. 
xvi. Alteration, by assim. to PANE! in the 
same sense (XIV), which appears also in 
tcover-pane (Xv), of ‘counterpoint xv (cf. 
Sh. “Taming of the Shrew’ 1 i 345) ~ OF. 
contrepointe, alteration of *coutrepointe, 
cou(Dtepointe :- medL. — culeit(r)a puncta 
‘quilted mattress’, ie. culcit(r)a cushion, 
mattress, and puncta, fem. pp. of pungere 
prick, stab (see POINT). counterpart 
kau-ntaipait opposite part of an indenture, 
also gen. XV. f. COUNTER- + PART’, after (O)F. 
contre-partie. counterpoint kau'ntərpoint 
melody added as an accompaniment to a 
given melody ; art or practice of doing this. 
xv. ~ (O)F. contrepoint = It. contrappunto 
(cf. CONTRAPUNTAL), - medL. contràpunc- 
tum, cantus contrdpunctus ‘song pointed- 
against’, the accompaniment being orig. 
noted by points or pricks set against those 
of the plainsong melody; see CONTRA- b. 
counterPOISE weight balancing another 
weight xv; equilibrium xvi. — OF. countre- 
peis, -pois. coumnterscanP (fortif.) outer 
wall of the ditch. xvi. -— F. contrescarpe 
— It. contrascarpa. cou'ntersIGN sign used 
in response to another sign. xvi. -F. 
contresigne — It. contrasegno. counterTE'NOR 
part next above the tenor; alto. xiv. - OF. 
contreteneur — 1t. Tcontratenore; cf. medL. 
contrátenens ; see CONTRA- b. 


countervail kauntoiveil match, counter- 
balance, compensate. xiv (Gower, Wyclif). 
— OF. contrevaloir (pres. stem -vail-) ~ L. 
phr. contrā wvalēre be effective or avail 
against (cf. VALID). 


country ka'ntri tract of land; one's native 


COURAGE 


land xır (Cursor M.); territory of a nation; 
nation, people XIV ; rural districts xvi. ME. 
cuntre(e), contre(e) - OF. cuntrée, (mod.) 
contrée = Pr., It. contrada :~ medL., Rom. 
contrdta (Leges Siciliz), sb. use (sc. terra 
land) of fem. of adj. meaning ‘lying opposite 
or facing one’, hence ‘the landscape spread 
out before one’; cf. Pr. encontrada in the 
same sense. @ G. gegend region, f. gegen 
against, opposite, was modelled on the F. 
word. Hence country pance dance of 
rura] origin. XVI; see CONTRE-DANSE. 
cou‘ntryMAN native XIV; compatriot xv; 
husbandman XVI; so cou-ntrywo:MAN XV. 
cou-ntrysIDE particular region of a country ; 
orig. Sc. 


county kau‘nti shire. xtv (first in the sense 
‘county court’, R. Mannyng). — AN. counté 
(Laws of William I), OF. cunté, conté (mod. 
comté) = Pr. comtat, Sp. condado, It. contado 
:— L. comitdtu-s, f. comit-, comes COUNT}. 
The L. word primarily meant ‘body of 
companions, retinue’; when the comes 
became a state officer, comitatus became 
the name of his office, and when the ‘count’ 
became a territorial lord, ‘county’ became 
the designation of his territory; conse- 
quently AN. counté was used to render the 
native shire, the designation of a territory 
administered orig. by an 'earl' (OE. eorl) 
and later by a sheriff (AN. viscounte). 


coup ki stroke, hit. xvii (earlier in some 
phr., e.g. coup d'état, coup de grâce XVIII, 
coup de théâtre early xvii). F. coup blow 
:- medL. colpus (see COPPICE). 


coupé! ki-pei (her.) said of the head, etc., 
cut off clean. xvi. F., pp. of couper cut, 
f. coup (see prec.). Also anglicized with -ED 
couped küpt. xvitr. 


coupé? kü':pei short four-wheeled closed 
carriage for two. XIX. F., short for carrosse 
coupé ‘cut carriage’, the body having the 
form of a berline from which the hind seat 
has been cut away ; sb. use of pp. (see prec.). 


couple ka:pl union of two, esp. male 

and female x11 (AncrR.); leash, usu. pl. 
(hence phr. hunt in couples) xiv. - OF. 
cople, cuple (mod. couple) :- L. copula tie, 
connexion (see COPULA). So couple vb. 
xiir (Cursor M.). — OF. copler, cupler (mod. 
coupler) :- L. cépuldre COPULATE. couplet 
ka‘plit pair of successive lines of verse. 
xvi. —(O)F. couplet, dim. of couple. 


coupon kū'pən separable certificate or 

ticket. xIx. — F. coupon, earlier colpon 
piece cut off, slice (whence ME. colpon, Ch.), 
f. colper, couper cut, f. coup blow, cut; cf. 
COUP and -OON. 


courage ka‘rid3 [heart as the seat of 
feeling, spirit, nature XIII; Tintention, 
purpose; bravery, valour xIv. — OF. corage, 
curage (mod. courage) = Pr. coratge, Sp. 
coraje, lt. coraggio :- Rom. *cordticum, f. 
cor HEART; see -AGE. So courageous 
korei‘dzos. xl. —AN. courageous OF. 
corageus (mod. courageux). 
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courier ku:riex running messenger XVI; 
servant employed to make travelling 
arrangements XVIII. Earlier currior, -1er— F. 
Tcourier, (also mod. courrier — It. corriere 
(medL. currerius), f. corre 1- L. currere 
run (see CURRENT). In the first sense the 
earlier word was Teur(r)our (xiv-xv11) - OF. 
coreor (mod. coureur) :- Rom. *curritórem. 


course k5ais running, onward movement; 
path, line, direction; progress, procedure, 
order XIII; set of dishes placed for a meal, 
one of the successive parts of a meal XIV; 
series, serial succession; sail attached to 
lower masts or yards xv. =(O)F. cours = 
Pr. cors, Sp. curso, It. corso = L. cursu-s, 
f. curs-, pp. stem of currere run (cf. CURRENT); 
reinforced xv by (O)F. course = Pr., It. 
corsa :— Rom. *cursa, sb. use of corr. fem. 
form of ppl. (cf. asstzE, venue). Elence 
course vb. chase, hunt; cause to run; run 
about. xvi. @ From the same base are: 
courier, concourse, discourse, yecourse, courser ; 
concur, incur, occur, recur; succour; current, 
recurrent ; excursion, incursion, excursus, pre- 
cursor, cursttor, cursive, cursory. 


courser koo-isor charger; in mod. times, 

a swift horse. XIII. = OF. corsier (mod. 
coursier) == Pr. corster, It. corsiere :- Rom. 
*cursdrius, f. cursus COURSE; see -ER?, 
CORSAIR, 


court kdit (place of residence of) royal 
household and retinue; assembly held by 
a sovereign XI1; assembly of judges, etc.; 
place of such assembly ; enclosed area, yard 
Xur; homage, courtly attention (after F. 
faire la or sa cour, It. far la corte pay court) 
xvi. ME. curt, court = AN. curt, OF. cort 
(mod. cour) = Pr. cort, Sp., It. corte, Rum. 
curte :- late L. (Rom.) curtem, earlier cortem, 
cohortem yard, enclosure, (enclosed) crowd, 
retinue, COHORT. court=BA‘RON assembly 
of the freehold tenants of a manor under 
the presidency of the lord xvi. = AN. court 
baron, for earlier court de baron (medL. 
curia baronis). cowrt-CARD picture card 
of a suit. XVII. Alteration, suggested by the 
personages depicted, of fcoat card card 
bearing a ‘coated’ or habited figure (xvi- 


XVII) court HAND style of handwriting of 


the English law courts. xvi (Sh.). court 
LEET, XVI COU'rt-MA' RTIAL. XVII, earlier 
Tmartial court. cou'rt-PLASTER sticking- 
plaster used for wounds. XVIII; so called 
from being used for the black silk patches 
worn on the face by ladies at court. court 
vb. Tfrequent the court; pay court to, woo. 
XVI; after OIt. corteare (later corteggiare), 
OF. courtoyer (later courtiser), f. corte, court. 


courtier k5-xtiox attendant at the court of 


a sovereign. XIII. ME. courteour — AN. 
courte(t)our, for OF. *cortoyeur, f. cortoyer ; 
suffix assim. to-IER, through -ey)er. courtly. 
XV; see -Ly?. Cou'rtsHIP. xvi (Sh.). 

courteous  ko:1tios, ko:1rtios befitting the 
court of a prince, graciously polite or re- 
spectful. xiu. - OF. corteis, curteis (mod. 
courtois) — Pr. cortes, Sp. cortés, It. cortese 


COVERLET 





:- Rom. "ecortensis, f. *corte COURT + -ensis 
-ESE. The suffix -EoUs replaced -eis XVI. 


courtesan kó-tizon, (formerly) ks:u- kept 
mistress, prostitute. XVI. = F. courtisane 
~ It. tcortigiana, fem. of cortigtano COURTIER, 
f. corte COURT. Cf, ARTISAN. 


courtesy k5-1tosi, k5-1- courteous be- 
haviour or disposition. xr (AncrR., 
RGlouc.). - OF. cur-, co(u)rtesie (mod. cour- 
toisie) — Pr. cortezia, It. cortesia; f. courteis, 
etc., COURTEOUS ; see -Y?. Cf. CURTSY. 


couscous ku:skus spotted phalanger. xix. 
- F., — Du. Roeskoes — native Moluccas word. 


cousin k4'zn Trelative; son or daughter of 
one’s uncle or aunt XIII; term of address 
from one sovereign to another, or to a peer 
XV. — OF. cosin, cusin (mod. cousin) = Pr. 
cosin, Cat. cosi, Rumansch cus(d)rin (cf. Sp. 
sobrino, -a, Pg. sobrinho, -a (chiefly) nephew, 
niece) :- L. consobrinus mother's sister's 
child, pl. cousins german :— *conswesrinos, 
f. com CON-+ *swesér SISTER + *-inos -INE!. 


couvade kuvá:d custom of 'man-childbed'. 
xix (E. B. T'ylor). — F., f. couver hatch :- L. 
cubáre lie down (cf. INCUBATION) ; see -ADE. 


cove! kouv Tbedchamber, storechamber; 
(Sc. and north.) hollow in a rock, etc. OE. ; 
sheltered recess on a coast. xvi. OE. cofa 
chamber = MLG. cove, MHG. kobe (G. 
koben) stable, pigsty, ON. kofi hut, shed 
= Germ. *kubon (cf., with other suffix, 
OHG. chubisi hut). 


cove? kouv (collog.) fellow, chap. xvI. 
orig. thieves’ cant (gentry cofe nobleman, 
gentleman, bene cofe good fellow), perh. 
identical with Sc. cofe chapman, pedlar (cf. 
the origin of CHAP?, cuss?). 


covenant ka‘vinent mutual agreement; 
divine contract with mankind (Heb. berith, 
LXX. diathéke, Vulgate L. fedus, pactum, in 
N.T. always testamentum) XIII; legal agree- 
ment or contract XIV. — OF. covenant (later 
and mod. convenant), sb. use of prp. of 
co(n)venir agree (see CONVENE). Hence 
co:venant vb. xiv (Wycl. Bible, couenaun- 
tide a boond of pees, tr. Vulg. pepigi fadus). 
co:venanter (leg. -0r); spec. adherent of 
the National Covenant of 1:638 or the 
Solemn League and Covenant of 1643. 


cover ka:vor put or lay something over; 
screen, shield, protect. xir. - OF. cuvrir, 
couvrir (mod. couvrir) = Pr. cobrir, Sp. 
cubrir, It. coprire :- L. cooperire, f. co- CON- 
(intensive) J- operire cover (cf. aperire open; 
see APERIENT). llence cover sb. xiv; or 
partly variant of COVERT (OF. couvert, pl. 
-ers). For the ME. var. keuer cf. meve 
MOVE, preve PROVE, RETRIEVE. 


coverlet ka4:voilit counterpane, quilt. XIII 
(Cursor M.). ME. coverled, -lite - AN. 
covrelet, -lit, f. covre-, pres. stem of OF. 
courir COVER + lit bed (cf. LITTER). The var. 
coverlid (with assim. to LID) was current in 
literature till XIX, and persists dial. 
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covert ka‘vait covering xIV; woody shelter 
for game (pron. k4:voz) xiv (Trev.) ; feathers 
covering the bases of larger feathers XVIII. 
— OF. covert (mod. couvert), pp. of couvrir 
COVER. So co'vert adj. covered, hidden, 
concealed. xiv. — OF. covert-e. covertURE 
ka‘vaitfar cover, covering XIII; position of 
a woman during her married life xvi. =- OF. 
coverture (mod. couverture) ~~ Rom. *cooper- 
tura. 


covet ka-vit desire, spec. culpably. XINH 
(AncrR.). ME. cuveite, coveite - OF. cu-, 
coveitier (mod. convoiter) — Pr. cobeitar, 
It. cubitare :- Rom. *cupiditàre, f. cupiditàs 
CUPIDITY. So co'vetous. x11 (Cursor M.). 
-OF. coveitus, -os = Pr. cobettos :-L. 
*cupiditosus. 


covey ka‘vi brood of partridges, etc. xiv. 
— OF. covee (mod. couvée) = It. covata = 
Rom. *cubdta hatching, f. L. cubére lie (cf. 
INCUBATION). 


covin ka‘vin tcompany; private agree- 

ment; collusion, fraud. xiv. - OF. covin, 
covine :- medL. convenium, pl. or fem. sing. 
-ia, f. convenire come together, agree (see 
CONVENE). 


cow! kau female of a bovine animal. OF. 
cu = OF ris. kū, OS. kō (Du. koe), OHG. 
chuo (G. kuh), ON. kyr :- CGerm. (exc. 
Gothic) *kéuz, *kdz, fem. :~ IE. *g”éus, 
whence also Skr. gdtis (gav-, go-), Arm. kov, 
Gr. boüs (bog-, bo-), L. bós (bov-, bo-), Olr. 
bó, Lett. gàovs. 'l'he normal descendant of 
the mutated OE. pl. cy (cf. G. kühe) 1s north. 
kye; the form kine (now arch.) descends 
from a ME. (x111) extension of this with -n 
from the weak declension, which was mainly 
due to late OE. g.pl. cyna (for ctia). 


cow? kau depress with fear. xvii (Sh.). 
prob. in dial. use long before its appearance 
in literature (cf. dwindle), and =- ON. kúga 
oppress, tyrannize over (Norw. kue, MSw. 
kufwa, Sw. kuva). 


cowage, cowitch kau'idg hairs of the pod 
of Mucuna pruriens. XVII. — Hindi kiwanch, 
kawáfich, kawach. 


coward kausoid ignobly faint-hearted 
person. xii, ME. cu(e)ard - OF. cuard, 
later couard — Pr. coart, 1t. codardo, f. Rom. 
*códa, L. cauda tail; see -ARD. 'l'he refer- 
ence to ‘tail’ is obscure; in the OF. ‘Roman 
de Renart’, ‘Reynard the Fox’, coart is the 
name of the hare. So cow:ardice xir. - OF. 
couardise; an earlier OF. syn. was couardie, 
whence ME. (xiv) cowardy (see -v?). 


cower kau‘or crouch for shelter or in fear. 
xui (koure). -—MLG. karen lie in wait 
(whence also Icel. kúra, Sw. kura, Da. kure 
squat, G. kauern) ; Gr. gurós round, curved, 
güros circle, have been compared. 


cowl kaul hooded garment worn by reli- 
gious OE.; hood of the habit or of a cloak 
XVI; hood-shaped top of chimney xix. OE. 


cug(e)le, ciile, corr. to MLG., MDu. céghel, 
OHG. cucula, cugula, chugela (G. kugel, 
kogel) — ecclL. cuculla, £. L. cucullus hood 
of a cloak. In ME. reinforced by kuuele :- 
OE. cufle = MLG., MDu. cõvele (Du. 
keuvel), ON. kofl, kufl, and prob. by (O)F. 
coule = Pr. cogolla, Sp. cogulla, It. cocolla 
~~ ecclL. cuculla. 


cowrie kauri shell of a small gastropod, 
Cyprea moneta. xvii. = Urdu, Hindi 
kauri i- Skr. kaparda, kapardika. 


cowslip kauslip the wild plant Primula 
veris. OE. cüslyppe, f. cà cowt--slyppe 
viscous or slimy substance, i.e. ‘cow-slobber’ 
or ‘cow-dung’; cf. oxsLIP. The OE. var. 
cusloppe continued into mod. dial.; cf. dial. 
bull-slop and see SLOP. 


cox koks shortening of COXSWAIN; hence 
as vb. XIX. 


coxal ko:ksol pert. to the coxa or hip. xix. 
f. L. coxa hip (with cogns. denoting various 
bones in Indo-Iran., Celtic, and Germ.)4- 
-AL. Cf. CUISSE. 


coxcomb ko:kskoum cap worn by a pro- 

fessional fool (in shape and colour like a 
cock’s comb); (arch.) thead (Sh.); tfool; 
fop. XVI. 


coxswain ko-kswein helmsman of a boat. 
xv. f. cock’ ship’s boat-+SWwAIN. Formerly 
also tcoxon, coxen; cf. BOATSWAIN, BOSUN. 


coy koi Tquiet, still; shyly reserved. xiv. 
-(O)F. coi, earlier quei = Pr. quet, Sp. 
quedo, It. cheto, Rum. cet :- Rom. *quétu-s, 
for L. quiétus QUIET. 


coyote koi:out, koio:ti prairie wolf of N. 
America. XIX. — Mex. Sp. —- Aztec coyotl. 


coz kaz abbrev. of Tcozen, COUSIN. XVI. 


cozen ka'zn cheat, defraud. xvi (Tusser, 
Stubbes). prob. orig. vagrants’ cant, and 
perh. to be assoc. with cousin, through OF. 
cousin dupe, or cousiner ‘to clayme kindred 
for aduantage, or particular ends’ (Cotgr.); 
but the frequent sp. with -on has suggested 
deriv. from It. cozzonare ‘to play the horse- 
breaker, to play the craftie knaue’ (Florio), 
f. cozzone middleman, broker = OF. cosson 
dealer :- L. coctió(n-) Hence co-zen- 
AGE XVI (Stubbes, Nashe)  co:zener xvi 
(Awdeley). 


crab! kreb crustacean of the tribe 
Brachyura. OE. crabba = (M)LG., (M)Du. 
krabbe (whence F. crabe), ON. krabbi, rel. 
to OS. krébit, MLG. krévet, (M)Du. kreeft, 
OHG. chrebiz, chrebazo (G. krebs, whence 
F. écrevisse CRAYFISH), and to MLG. krab- 
ben, ON. krafla scratch, claw, OHG. krapho 
hook; the creature may have been named 
from its claws. 


crab? kreb wild apple. xiv. contemp. with 
north. scrab (prob. of Scand. origin ; cf. Sw. 
dial. skrabba wild apple), of which it may be 
an alteration by assoc. with prec. or 
CRABBED, 
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crab? kræb (of hawks) scratch, claw xvi 
(Turbervile); (sl.) find fault with, ‘pull to 
pieces’ xix. — (M)LG. krabben (see CRAB!). 


crabt kræb alteration of carap, the S. Amer. 
tree Carapa guianensis, as in crab nut, oil, 
tree, wood. XVIII. 


crabbed kra-bid Tfroward, wayward xiu 
(Cursor M.) ; out of humour; Tharsh, rugged 
XIV; difficult to deal with or make sense of; 
cross-tempered Xvr. f. CRAB?-+-ED, with 
orig. ref. to the gait and habits of the crab, 
which suggest cross-grained or fractious 
disposition; cf. for meaning LG. krabbe 
cantankerous man, krabbig contentious, 
cross-grained, and for formation dogged. 
There has been later assoc. with crsB? with 
connotation of sourness. 


crack krek A. make a sharp short noise 
OE.; break with a sudden sharp report 
xi; B. utter loudly or sharply xiv ; (dial.) 
boast xv (whence crack up eulogize XIX). 
OE. cracian sound, resound = (M)Du. 
kráken, OG. chrahhon (G. krachen). The 
normal repr. of the OE. word, 1.e. crake 
(now dial.), has been superseded by the 
short form by assoc. with (i) crack sb. (ME. 
crak) xiv, corr. to MDu. crak, OHG. chrac 
(G. krach), or with (ii) F. craquer (xvi), of 
Germ. origin. crack adj. pre-eminent, first- 
class xviir; attrib. use of crack sb. in the 
sense ‘that which is cracked up or highly 
commendeď’ (xvi). Hence cracked krækt 
crazy (cf. F. fêlé), earlier brain-cracked XVII. 
cra‘cker! tboaster, liar; kind of firework 
XVI; instrument for cracking or crushing 
xvit. crackle xvi; see -LE?; whence 
cra‘ckling crisp skin of roast pork XVIII. 


cracknel krz:knol light crisp biscuit. xv 
(Promp. Parv.). Alteration of F. craquelin 
(whence dial. crackling xvi) - MDu. Rráke- 
linc, £. kráhen CRACK. 


cracksman krae:ksmon house-breaker. xix. 
f. CRACK sb. in the sense ‘house-breaking’ 
(xix), on the analogy of craftsman. 


-cracy krosi repr. F. -cratie krasz, medL. 
-cratia, Gr. -kratid power, rule (f. Ardtos 
strength, might, authority) in Gr. originals 
of ARISTOCRACY, DEMOCRACY, OCHLOCRACY, 
PLUTOCRACY, THEOCRACY. ‘The suffix has in 
mod. times acquired the sense of ‘ruling 
body or class’ of the kind denoted by the 
first element. Many joc. or contemptuous 
formations are or have been used, such as 
beerocracy, clubocracy, mobocracy, snobo- 
cracy; for the connecting el. see -o-. 


cradle krei:dl child's light bed or cot OE.; 
framework of bars, cords, etc. xiv. OE. 
cradol, of which an unattested var. *credel 
was prob. the source of north. ME. credel, 
dial. craddle, creddle; perh. f. the same base 
as OHG. kratto, MHG., G. kratte basket. 


craft kraft A. fstrength, power OE.; 
B. skill, deceit OE.; C. art, trade OE.; 


D. structure, work xir; E. vessels, boats 
XVII. OE. craft — OFris. kraft, OS. kraft 
(Du. kracht), OHG. chraft (G. kraft), ON. 
kraptr, with no cogns. outside Germ. As 
a second el. of comps. in the sense ‘art’, in 
handicraft, statecraft, witchcraft. Hence 
cra:‘ftsMAN. xiv (PPI., Wycl. Bible). f. 
g.sg. crafty Tstrong; Tskilful OE; cun- 
ning, wily x1. OE. creftig = OS. kraftag, 
-ig, OHG. chreftig (G. kräftig), ON. 
kroptugr ; see -Y!, 


crag kræg steep rugged rock. xii (Cursor 
M.; also in Cumberland place-names 
Blakrag, Buckecrag). Of Celtic origin ; not, 
however, from a form repr. by Ir., Gael. 
creag, W. craig rock (:— *krakjo-) but prob. 
from an OBritish *crag (:— *krako-). Hence 
cra‘ggy xv; see -v!. 


crake kreik (dial.) crow, raven XIV; CORN- 
CRAKE XV. — ON. hráka, krdkr, of imit. 
origin (cf. CROAK). 


cram kræm fill to repletion or excess. 
OE. (ge)crammian, corr. to MLG. kremmen, 
ON. kremja squeeze, pinch; Du. krammen 
cramp, clamp, MHG. krammen claw; f. 
*kram- *krem-; cf. OE. (ge)crimman cram, 
stuff, and further L. gremium bosom (cf. 
GREMIAL), OSI. gramada, Lett. grãmatas 
heap, Skr. grámas group of men. 


crambo krze:mbou rhyming game; (con- 
temptuously) rhyme, rhyming. xvii. Modi- 
fication, on an It. or Sp. model, of tcrambe 
(two syll.) used XVI-XVII in phr. echoing 
Juvenal's crambe repetita (vir 154) cabbage 
served up again, and hence for ‘(distasteful) 
repetition’, and spec. of repetition of iden- 
tical sounds in rhyme (xvii) - L. crambé 
= Gr. krámbé kind of cabbage. 


cramoisy kreze-moizi, -ozi chiefly Sc.; see 
CRIMSON. XV. 


cramp! kremp violent contraction of the 
muscles. xiv (Ch.). — OF. crampe - MLG., 
MDu. krampe = OHG. krampfo, rel. to 
OS. kramp, OHG. chrampf (G. krampf), 
sb. uses of an adj. meaning ‘bent’ (OHG. 
krampf, ON. krappr narrow, and OE, cram- 
piht) ; cf. next and crtmp. Hence cramp vb. 
affect with cramp; (in applications infl. by 
CRAMP”) compress, confine narrowly XVI. 


cramp? kremp metal bar with bent end(s). 
xv. - MDu. krampe (whence G. krampe, 
F. crampe) = OHG. chrampho, MHG. 


kramphe, of the same ult. origin as prec. 


cranberry kræ'nbəri fruit of the shrub 
Vaccinium Oxycoccos. xvul. First used in 
England for the imported American species, 
Vaccinium macrocarpon, and thence transf. 
to the native European kind. Adopted by 
the colonists of N. America from G. kran- 
beere or LG. kranebere ‘CRANE-berry’ (cf. G. 
kranichbeere, and Sw. tranbär, Da. trane- 
bær, f. trana, trane CRANE). 
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crane krein large grallatorial bird OE.; 
machine for raising and lowering weights 
(so Gr. géranos, L. gris battering-ram, F. 
grue, G. kran, etc.). xiv. OE. cran, corr. to 
MLG. krán, krón, and MDu. crdne (Du. 
kraan), OHG. krano (G. kran machine), 
also (with k-suffix; cf. hawk, lark) OE. 
cranoc, cornuc, MLG. krānek, OHG. 
chranuh, -ih (G. kranich bird); IE. bird- 
name f. imit. base *ger-, repr. also by L. 
gris, Gr. géranos, Arm. krunk, Lith. garn$s 
heron, stork, gérvé crane, OSI. geravi, W. 
garan; the Scand. forms have tr-, e.g. ON. 
trani. The present form depends on OE. 
obl. cases. Hence crane vb. hoist or lower 
with a crane Xvi; stretch one’s neck XVIII. 
cranesbill krei:nzbil species of Geranium 
(the ref. is to the long slender beak of the 
fruit). xvi (Turner, Gerarde); cf. Du. 
Teraenhals, MLG. krdneshals ‘crane-neck’, 
so called from resemblance to the long 
neck of the bird. 


cranium  kreiniom skull xvi. - medL. 
crànium — Gr. kráníon, xel. to. kdrá head, 
and hence to the group of kéras, L. cornu 
HORN. The comb. form 1s cranio- (see -0-), 
as in cranio:LoGY, cranio'ScOPY. XIX. 
Hence cra:niAL. xviit. 


crank! krenk portion of an axis bent at 
right angles. OE. cranc in crancstzf weaver’s 
implement (cf. crendéestre female weaver), 
rel, to crinéan (rare), parallel to cringan fall 
in battle, of which the prim. meaning ap- 
pears to have been ‘bend up, crook, curl 
up’, hence ‘shrink, give way, become weak’ ; 
cf. (M)HG., Du. krank sick, ill, (formerly) 
weak, slight, small, implied in OHG. 
chrancholon be weak, stumble; the latter 
adj. is the source of thieves’ cant crank 
rogue who feigned sickness (xvi). Cf. 
CRINGE, CRINKLE. 

crank? krenk tbend, crook; fanciful turn 
of speech xvi; crotchet, whim (now usu. in 
quips and cranks, after Milton’s ‘L’Allegro’ 
25) XVI; (orig. U.S., back-formation from 
CRANKY) eccentric or crotchety person XIX 
(1881). prob. ult. identical with prec. 


crank? kræņnk (naut.) liable to capsize. 
xvii (also cranke sided). perh. to be con- 
nected with crank adj. crabbed, awkward 
(xviir), infirm, shaky (xix), and CRANK!. 


cranky kre:nki (dial) sickly xvii; out of 
order; wayward, cross-tempered ; (colloq.) 
crotchety xix (Dickens). perh. orig. f. cant 
tcrank (see CRANK?), but infl. later by assoc. 
with CRANK?; see -y1. 

crannog kre:nog ancient lake-dwelling. 


XIX. = Ir. crannog, Gael. crannag timber 
structure, f. crann tree, beam. 


cranny kræ'ni chink, crevice. xv (Promp. 
Parv.). Earliest form cranye; poss. based 
on (O)F. cran, cren, crenne, dial. crain, cren 
notch, corr. to It. crena :- late popL. créna 
notch (see CRENATE). 


crape kreip thin gauze-like fabric. xvi 
(earliest ex. have crispe, crespe). ~ F. tcrespe, 


CRAVE 


crêpe, sb. use of OF. crespe curled, frizzed 
(see CRISP). 


crapulous kræ'pjůləs grossly excessive in 
drink or food xvi; suffering from such 
excess XVIII. — late L. erápulósus, £. crápula 
intoxication - Gr. kraipdlé result of a 
drunken debauch; see -Ous. 


crash! kref dash to pieces xiv; make the 
noise of this xvi. imit. formation, perh. 
partly suggested by craze and dash. Hence 
crash sb. (noise of) crashing xv1; financial 
collapse xix (Coleridge). 


crash? kref coarse linen. xix. - Russ. 
krashenina dyed and glossed linen. 
@ Hakluyt (1598) and Purchas (1625) have 
craska, crasko for a kind of stuff. 


crasis krersis blending of elements XVII; 
combination of two vowels in one XIX. 
— Gr. krásis mixture, combination, f. base 
of kerannünai mix (cf. CRATER). 


crass kræs coarse, gross XVI ; grossly stupid 
XVII. = L. crassus solid, thick, fat. So 
cra‘sSiTUDE fthickness Xv; gross ignorance 
XVIIL = L. 


-crat kret terminal el. repr. F. -crate, Gr. 
-kratés in aristocrate, démocrate partisan of 
an aristocracy or democracy, (at the time of 
the French Revolution, passing into) mem- 
ber of the aristocracy, etc.; modelled on 
these are plutocrat and many nonce or joc. 
formations, as cottonocrat. See also AUTO- 
CRAT. The corr. abstr. sbs. end in -CRACY, 
the adjs. in -cratic(al). 


cratch  kret[ (dial) crib, manger xir; 
wooden grating, hurdle xiv. ME. crecche 
(mod. dial. cretch) - OF. creche (mod. 
CRECHE) — Pr. crepcha, lt. greppia :- Rom. 
*creppja- Germ. *krippja (whence OE. 
cribb CRIB). 


crate kreit large case or hamper, box of 
open bars or slats. xvii. Earliest forms 
creat (XVII), crade (XVIII); poss. introduced 
with imports from Holland; cf. Du. krat 
tailboard of a wagon, skeleton case, tbasket, 
Tbox of a coach (Kilian), of unkn. origin. 
€ An ex. of crate meaning ‘hurdle’ (xvI) is 
presumably - L. crátis. 


crater kreitor mouth of a volcano XVII; 
hole made in the ground by an explosion 
xix. — L. crátér bowl, basin, aperture of a 
volcano —- Gr. Rrátér bowl, lit. mixing- 
vessel, f. *k(e)rd- mix (cf. CRASIS). 


cravat krave:t kind of necktie. XVII 
(crabat, crevatt, cravatt). -F. cravate, 
appellative use of Cravate- G. Krabate 
— Serbo-Croatian Hrvat Croat. Q The early 
form of the cravat was copied from the 
linen scarf worn round the neck by Croatian 
mercenaries in France. 


crave kreiv Tdemand OE.; beg for xil; 
yearn for xiv. OE. crafian (:— *krabojan), 
rel. to ON. krof request, krefja (:— *krabjan) ; 
the base is perh. that of CRAFT, with the 
radical sense of ‘force, exact’. 
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CRAVEN 


CREDENCE 





craven krei-vn defeated (arch. in cry 
craven) XIII; poor-spirited, pusillanimous 
x1v; sb. xvi. ME. crauaunt, later crauaunde, 
cravand, perh.~clipped AN. form (cf. 
ASSIGN”) of OF. cravanté overcome, van- 
quished, pp. of cravanter crush, overwhelm 
= Pr. crebantar, Sp. quebrantar = Rom. 
*crepantdre, f. crepant-, prp. stem of L. 
crepare rattle, burst (see CREPITATION); the 
ME. form was later assim. to pps. in -EN. 


craw krd pouch-like enlargement of the 
gullet in birds. xiv. — or orig. cogn. with 


MLG. krage (whence Icel. kragi), MDu. 


(modF. chréme). Q The OE. word réam 
survives dial. 


crease kris mark produced by folding; 


also vb. xv; (cricket) lines marked on the 
ground to define positions XVIII. In XVI- 
xvii also creast, which was a frequent var. 
of CREST (cf. beast); orig. crést, which was 
reduced to crease by assimn. to the 
var. cress (XVI—XVII) of the vb., the mark 
of a fold being looked at as a ridge in 
the material. Cf. OF. cresté wrinkled, fur- 
rowed. 


crághe (Du. kraag) neck, throat, gullet = | create kriert bring into being. The inf. is 


MHG. krage (G. kragen), of unkn. origin. 
The limitation of sense is peculiar to Eng. 


crawfish see CRAYFISH. 


crawl: krol move along in a prone position 
XIV; be alive with creeping things xvi. Late 
ME. crawle, superseding earlier creule, 
croule, of unkn. origin (but cf. Sw. kravia, 
Da. kravle). 


crawl? krl thog-pen XVII; pen or reservoir 
for fish, etc. xvii. = colonial Du. kraal 
— Sp. CORRAL. 


crayfish krei-fif crustacean xiv; fresh- 
water crustacean Astacus fluviatilis XV; 
spiny lobster, langouste xvir. ME. cre- 
vis(se), -es(se) - OF. crevice, crevis, crevesce 
- OHG. krebiz (G. krebs) CRAB. Stressed 
orig. on the final syll., the word developed 
two types, (1) crevis, whence crevish, which 


not attested before late xv, but is anticipated 
in early xv by the pp. created, which was an 
extension (see -ED) of fcreat (xiv, Ch., 
Trevisa)- L. creátus, pp. of creáre bring 
forth, produce, cause to grow, prob. rel. to 
créscere grow (cf. CRESCENT). The sense 
‘form out of nothing’, and the consequent 
applications of creation, creator, etc., are 
of Christian origin. So creA- TION. XIV 
(Gower). —(O)F.-L. In gen. senses first 
recorded from Sh.; in the sense ‘created 
world’ first in A.V., Rom. viii 22. crea:tIveE. 
xvir (Cudworth). creaA:TOR one who creates ; 
in earliest use of God (replacing early ME. 
sheppend, OE. séleppend)  xur  - OF. 
creatour, -ur (mod. créateur) — L. creatorem, 
credtor. CFreatunRE krrtfor created thing. 
xnr (Cursor M.). orig. créature - (O)F. 
créature — late L. creátüra, f. creát-, creàáre. 


by lengthening of the first syll. and assim. | crèche kreif, ||kref public nursery for 


to fish, became crayfish (xv1), and (ii) cravis, 
which, through cravish, crafish (xv1), became 
crawfish (xvir), which survives as the U.S. 


infants. XIX. F., ‘manger, crib’, ‘day 
nursery’ = Pr. crepcha, It. greppia :- Rom. 
*creppia - OHG. kripja, krippa crip. 


form. Q OF. var. escrevisse gave ME. scrafiss€é | credence kridəns A. trust, confidence, 


(xiv), skrafysch (x1v-xv). 


crayon krein stick of coloured chalk. 
xvii (Evelyn, Pepys, Dryden). — F. crayon, 
f. craie chalk — Pr. greda :- L.. créta chalk, 
clay ; see -00N. 


craze kreiz Tshatter, batter, crack xiv 
(Ch.); Tbreak down in health; impair in 
intellect (cf. cracked) xv. perh. -= ON. 
*krasa (cf. Sw. krasa crunch, kras in phr. 
gå i kras fly into pieces, sla i kras dash to 
pieces). Hence craze sb. tcrack, flaw XVI; 
Tcrack-brain xvir; insane fancy, mania xix. 
cra-zy unsound, liable to fall to pieces; 
tfailing in health xvi; of unsound mind 
XVII; see -Y1. 

creak krik Tcroak xiv; tspeak stridently 
or querulously xv; make a shrill grating 
noise XVI. orig. synon. with Terake (xiv) 
and CROAK, and of similar imit. origin; the 
change of the ME. vowel & to 1 may have 
assisted the sense development. 


cream krim oily part of milk xiv; best or 
choice part xvr ; applied to purified prepara- 
tions XVII. ME. creme (creym, craym) - OF. 
creme, craime, cresme (mod. créme), repr. 
blending of late L.  crámum (Venantius 
Fortunatus), crüma, which is perh. of 
Gaulish origin, with late L. chrisma CHRISM 
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credit xiv (letter of credance, R. Mannyng); 
belief xiv (Wycl. Bible, Gower). B. Tassay- 
ing of food xv; Tsideboard for dishes, etc. 
XVI; (eccl.) in full credence table, side table 
near an altar for holding vessels xix. - (O)F. 
crédence - medL. crédentia (whence It. 
credenza, the source of F. crédence in the 
senses under B above), f. crédent-, -éns, prp. 
of L. crédere; see CREED, -ENCE. So cre- 
de-nda thirgs to be believed. xvii. n. pl. 
of gerundive of L. crédere. cre:dENT be- 
lieving; Tcredible, creditable. xvir (Sh.). 
credential kride-nfal recommending or 
entitling to credit, esp. in letters c., c. letters 
(in medL. littere credentiales) xv1; sb. pl. 
xvii (Clarendon). - medL. crédentiális, f. 
crédentia CREDENCE; see -IAL. credible 
kre:dibl believable, reliable. xiv (Ch., 
Gower). -L. crédibilis, f. credere; see 
CREDIT, -IBLE. So crediBi-Liry. XVI 
(Hooker). -—medL. credit kre-dit faith, 
trust; (favourable) repute; power based on 
confidence; acknowledgement of merit; 
confidence in a buyer’s ability to pay, 
reputation of solvency XVI; sum at one’s 
disposal in a bank xvii; acknowledgement 
of payment (hence fig. phr. give a person 
credit for) XVIII. — F. crédit — It. credito or 
L. creditum (thing entrusted to one, loan), 


CREDO 


n. pp. of crédere. Hence, or f. pp. crédit- 
of crédere, cre:dit vb. put trust in; tdo 
credit to xvr; enter on the credit side of an 
account XVII ; ascribe £o xix. So cre-ditor 
one who gives credit or to whom money is 
owing. XV. — AN. creditour, OF. créditeur 
- L. creditor ; see -OR!. 


credo kri‘dou creed. XII. Ist pers. pres. 
sg. indic. of L. crédere believe. Q So used 
also in Rom. and other Germ. langs. 
credulous kre:djülos ready (now always, 
over-ready) to believe. xvi. f. L. crédulus, 
f. crédere believe; see CREED, -ULOUS. So 
credulity kridji‘liti ftbelief, credence xv; 
over-readiness to believe xvi. ~ (O)F. - L. 
creed krid authoritative form of words 
setting forth the articles of belief. OE. créda 
~ L. crédd I believe (with cogns. in Indo- 
Iranian and Celtic), the first word of the 
Apostles’ and the Nicene Creeds in the 
Latin versions. 


creek krik A. narrow inlet in a coast XIII; 
arm or branch of a river (now esp. in U.S. 
and British dominions) xvi; B. cleft, chink, 
corner, nook xi. (i) ME. ertke - ON. kriki 
chink, nook (in handarkriki armpit; cf. 
Norw., Sw. dial. Arik corner, etc.), whence 
also (O)F. crique, which may be partly a 
source of the Eng. word; (ii) ME. créke, 
either - MDu. kréke (Du. kreek creek, bay), 
or by lengthening of 7 in crike; cf. AL. crica 
and creca; ult. origin unkn. (a stem with 7 
occurs in ON. Rríkar m. pl. groin). 


creel kril large wicker basket. xv (Wyn- 
toun). orig. Sc., of unkn. origin. 


creep krip move with the body prone and 
close to the ground OE.; move forward 
cautiously or slowly xi1; grow along the 
ground, a wall, etc. xvi. OE. créopan, pt. 
créap, crupon, pp. cropen — OFris. kriapa, 
OS. criopan, ON. krjpa :— Germ. *kreupan, 
*hkraup, *krupun, *krupanaz; cogn. forms 
have Z in the pres. stem, as OS. krüpan 
(Du. kruipen), MLG. krüpen, MHG. krüūfen; 
rel. to CROP, CRIPPLE. Weak forms of the 
pt. are found as early as c. 1300 and of the 
pp. in xv; these replaced ME. crope and 
crop(p)en respectively, which survived dial. 


creese kris, kris kris Malay dagger. xv1. 
ult. = Malay iris, kris, kris, but immed. - 
such forms as Du. kris (so in G.), Sp., Pg. 
cris, F. criss; there have been numerous 
vars. 


cremate krimeit consume (esp. a corpse) 
by fire. XIX. f. pp. stem of L. cremdre, or 
back-formation from  cremaA' TION. XVII 
(Sir T. Browne). So crematoniuM krem-, 
krimotó:riom establishment for cremation ; 
superseding cre*matory XIX ; see -ORY. 


cremona! krimou'nə violin made at Cre- 
mona, in Lombardy, Italy. xvir (Sterne). 


cremona? krimou'ns 8-foot organ reed- 
stop. XVIL. Alteration of cromorne - F. 
CROMORNE, 





CRESS 





crenate krrneit (nat. hist.) notched, finely 
scalloped. xvi. - modL. crénátus, f. L. 
créna notch (occurring once as a gloss on 
Gr. yAvdis notched end of an arrow, but 
established in Rom. from x11); cf. next and 
see -ATE?. 


crenellate kre-nileit provide with em- 
battlements or embrasures. XIX (first in 
pp.). f. (O)F. créneler (in OF. pp. only), 
f. crenel embrasure == Pr. crenel :— popL. 
*erenellu-s, (medL. kernellus), dim. of late L. 
créna (see CRANNY). So crenella-TION. xix 
(Lytton). — F. d The OF. sb. and vb. have 
been repr. by Tkernel sb. (ximn-xvir), vb. 
(xiv—xvil1), tcrenelle (her.) embattled (xvi-— 
xvil), crenelled notched (xvi), embattled 
(XIX). 

Creole krioul (descendant of) European 
or Negro settler in the W. Indies, etc. XVH 
(criole), =F. créole, earlier criole ~ Sp. 
criollo, prob. — Pg. crioulo negro born in 
Brazil, home-born slave, formerly of animals 
reared at home, f. criar nurse, breed :- L. 
credre CREATE. 


creosote  krrosout oily liquid distilled 
from wood tar. xix. — G. kreosote (1832, 
Reichenbach), f. Gr. kreo-, kred-, comb. 
form of kréas flesh (rel. to L. criidus CRUDE) 
+ sétlér saviour, sdt\erid safety ; intended to 
mean ‘flesh-saving’ with ref. to the anti- 
septic properties. 

crépe kreip transparent dress material, 
esp. in crépe de chine kreip do fin ‘China 
crape'. XIX. F.; see CRAPE. 

crepitation  krepitei:fon crackling noise 
XVII; (path.) sound accompanying breathing 
in lung disease, etc. xix. — F. crépitation 
(Paré) —- late L. crepitatio(n-), f. crepitdre, 
frequent. of crepdre crack, creak, of imit. 
origin. So cre-pitate. xvii; see -ATE. 
crepitus  kre:pitos (path.) crepitation. 
XIX. L., f. crepare. 

crepuscular kripa:skjülor pert. to twilight. 
XVII. £. L. crepusculum, f. (evening) twilight, f. 
(prob. after diliculum dawn) *crepus, creper 
dark, obscure; see -AR. 


crescendo krife-yndou (mus.) direction for 
increase in loudness. xviir. It., prp. of 
crescere INCREASE. 


crescent kre'sənt convexo-concave figure, 
as of the waxing (or waning) moon XIV; row 
of buildings in the form of an arc of a circle 
(first applied to the Royal Crescent at Bath) 
xviii. ME. cressa(u)nt —- AN. cressaunt, OF. 
creissant (mod. croissant) :~ L. créscentem, 
-éns, prp. of créscere grow, INCREASE. In 
XVII assim. to the L. form, which was 
already current in crescent adj. xvi. See 
-ENT. Q L. luna crescens waxing moon 
(Columella) has no reference to shape, 
which was developed in Rom. 


cress kres any kind of cruciferous plants 

with pungent edible leaves. OE. cressa, 
cresse, cærse, cerse = MLG. kerse, MDu. 
hersse, Rorsse (Du. kers), OHG. chresso, 
chressa (G. Kkresse) ;- WGerm. *krasjén. 
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CRESSET 





cresset  kre:sit vessel containing oil or 
other fuel to give light. xiv. — OF. cresset, 
craisset, f£. craisse, var. of graisse oil, GREASE; 
see -ET. 


crest krest tuft or plume of feathers XIV; 
top, ridge XIII; ridge of an animal’s neck 
XVI. — OF. creste (mod. créte) — Pr., Sp., 
It. cresta, Rum. creastă :— L. crista tuft, 
plume, prob. rel. to crinis hair. 


cretaceous kritei-fas chalky. xvi. f. L. 
crétüceus, f. créta chalk; see -ACEOUS. 


Cretan kri:ten pert. to the island of Crete 
in the Mediterranean. xvi (Sh.). -L. 
Créidnus; see -AN. @ The forms used in 
early translations of the Bible are, in Acts 
ii rr Cretes (Geneva and A.V.)= Vulg. 
Crétés, in Titus i 12 Cretayns (Tindale and 
Coverdale), Cretyans (Cranmer), Cretians 
(Geneva and A.V.); Rheims and Douay 
have Cretensians (= Vulg. Cretenses) in both 
places. 

cretic kritik (pros.) amphimacer (- v -), 
verse consisting of such feet. xvi. -L. 
créticus ~ Gr. krétikds Cretan, f. Krété Crete ; 
see -IC. For the pronunc. cf. stratégic. 


cretin kritin deformed idiot of the Alpine 
valleys. xvin. — F.erétin — Swiss F. creitin, 
crestin 3- L. Christianu-s CHRISTIAN, the 
reprs. of which in Rom. langs. mean ‘human 
being’ as dist. from the brutes (cf. F. parler 
chrétien speak an intelligible language). The 
implication in this word is that these beings 
are human, although dwarfed and deformed. 


cretonne kre‘ton, krito:n figured cotton 
cloth. xix. = F. cretonne, f. Creton village 
in Normandy famous for linen manufacture. 


crevasse krivæ's fissure in a glacier. XIX. 
— F. crevasse (OF. crevace); see next. 


crevice kre-vis small crack in a surface. 
xiv. ME. crevace, crevisse, later creves(se), 
-ice = OF. crevace (mod. crevasse), f. crever 
burst, split :— L. crepãre rattle, crack, break 
with a crash; the suffix is L. -dcea fem. (see 
-ACEOUS). 


crew  krü tmilitary reinforcement xv; 
(armed) company XVI; ship’s company XVII. 
Late ME. crue — OF. creue increase, aug- 
mentation, reinforcement, sb. use of fem. 
pp. of croistre, mod. croître :—- L. créscere 
grow, INCREASE. 


crewel krū'əl thin worsted yarn. XV. orig. 
crule, crewle, croole (monosyll.); of unkn. 
origin. 

crib krib rack for fodder in a cow-shed, 
manger OE.; ox-stall; Twicker basket XIV; 
cabin, hovel xvi; child's bed xvii. OE. 
crib(b) — OFris. cribbe, OS. kribbia (Du. 
kribbe, krib), OHG. chrippa (G. krippe); 
beside OE. crybb (also repr. by crib in 
standard Eng.) = MLG. kriibbe, Du. krub; 
cf. MHG. krébe basket; no further cogns. 
are known. Hence crib vb. tfeed as at a 
manger XV; confine narrowly xvii (Sh.); 
pilfer, thieve xvitI (prob. orig. thieves’ cant 
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CRINGE 


from the sense ‘basket’ of the sb.}; from 
the latter sense is derived a new sb. theft, 
plagiarism; translation, esp. illegitimately 
used XIX. 


cribbage kri-bid3 card-game, a charac- 


teristic feature of which is the crib, which 
consists of cards thrown out from each 
player’s hand and belonging to the dealer. 
XVII. Of unkn. origin. 


erick krik painful stiffness in the neck. xv 


(Promp. Parv.). Of unkn. origin. 


cricket: kri-kit chirping house-insect. xiv. 


—(O)F. criquet tgrasshopper, cricket, f. 
criquer crackle, of imit. origin; cf. (M)Du. 
krekel cricket, f. imit. base *krik-. 


cricket? kri-kit game played with ball, bat, 


and wicket. xvi. Of uncertain origin; 
perh. = OF. criquet bat used in a ball-game, 
with which cf. Flem. krick(e) stick. 


crikey krarki dial. and sl. excl. of astonish- 


ment. XIX. euphem. alteration of CHRIST 
used to avoid the appearance of profanity; 
also dial. crikes and becrike (‘by Christ’). So 
criminy krimini, earlier Terzmine. xvi 
(Otway, Congreve); also criminy jiminy (XIx, 
Byron), for Christ Jesus. crimes kraimz 
(dial. crimy, crimons) XIX, cripes kraips xx. 


crim. con. see CONVERSATION. XVIII. 


crime kroim act punishable by law. xiv. 


~(O)F. crime, Terimne :- L. crimen judge- 
ment, accusation, offence, f. reduced form 
of base of cernere (cf. pp. crétus) decide, 
give judgement; cf. DISCERN. criminaL 
kri! minol. xv. - late L. crimindlis, f. crimin-, 
crimen, cri:minous (now in c. clerk). xv. 
— AN. criminous, OF. cerimineux ~ L. crimi- 
nósus crimino-LoGYy. XIX (1890). 


crimp krimp crumple, wrinkle. Sparsely 


evidenced before XVII, its currency being 
prob. due to - (M)LG., (M)Du. ARrimpen 
shrink, wrinkle, shrivel = OHG. chrimphan 
(MHG. krimpfen), rel. distantly to OE. 
(gejerympan curl, with which, though it 
would be repr. now by crimp, there appears 
to be no continuity. Cf. CRAMP. 


crimson kri-mzon deep red. xiv. Late 


ME. cremesin, crimesin, corr. in form to Sp. 
tcremesin, It. tcremesino, medL. cremesinus, 
metathetic var. of kermesinus, carmesinus, 
Sp. carmesin, It. chermesino, f. Sp. carmesí, 
It. chermesi, cremest {whence F. cramoisi 
CRAMOISY) — Arab.  qirmazi, f. girmaz 
KERMEZ. For the sp. with -son cf. DAMSON. 


cringe krinîz shrink, cower x11; bend the 


body timorously or servilely xvi. ME. 
crenge, varying with crenche, corr. to OE. 
cringan, crinéan fall in battle, OF ris. krenza, 
Du. krengen heel over, and rel. to ON. 
krangr weak, frail, kranga creep along, and 
MLG., Du., MHG. krenken weaken, injure, 
OFris., (M)LG., (M)HG. krank sick, ill, 
slight (see CRANK’); cf. OSL pojgreznąti sink 
down underneath, Lith. grežiù. 


CRINGLE 


CROCODILE 


a eee 


cringle kri:ggl ring or eye of rope. xvir. 
- LG. kringel, dim. of kring circle, ring, f. 
*krigg-, parallel to *kriyk- (cf. CRANK}, 
CRINKLE). 


crinite krainait hairy. xvi. —L. crinitus, 
f. crinis hair (cf. CREST) ; see -ITE. 


- crinkle kri-nkl form short turns or twists. 
XIV (in pp. Arynkeled, crenkled, Ch.). fre- 
quent. f. base of OE. crinéan yield, orig. 
weaken, rel. to OFris.. MLG., (M)HG. 
krank weak, sickly, OFris. krenza, MLG., 
MHG. krenken weaken; see CRANK}, -LE?, 
CRINGE. 


crinkum-crankum  krigkom  kre:pkom 
fancifully elaborated object. xvir. Forma- 
tion with variation of vowel intended to 
symbolize intricacy. 


crinoid kri-noid, krai- lily-shaped. xix. 
~ Gr. krinoeidés, f. krinon lily; see -o1p. 


crinoline kri:nolin, -in stiff fabric of horse- 
hair, etc.; stiff petticoat made of this. xix. 
— F. crinoline, irreg. f. L. crinis hair (F. crin 
horsehair)-- mum thread (F. lin flax), the 
intention being to denote the woof of horse- 
hair and the weft of thread. 


cripple kri-pl lame person. OE. (Nhb.) 
crypel, also eorpcrypel ‘paralyticus’, ME. 
(s.w.) criipel, corr. to OLG. krupil, f. *krup- ; 
also OE. créopel, ME. crépel, corr. to MLG., 
M Du. krépel, rel. to forms cited s.v. CREEP. 
Hence cripple vb. xir. 


crisis krarsis turning-point of a disease 
XV; vital or decisive stage in events XVII. 
- medical L. crisis (Seneca) — Gr. krisis 
decision, judgement, event, issue, turning- 
point of a disease (Hippocrates, Galen), 
f. krinein decide (cf. DISCERN). 


crisp krisp curly OE.; wrinkled, rippled 
XIV; brittle but hard or firm xvi. OE. crisp, 
crips = L. crispus curled (whence OF. crespe; 
see CRÊPE). The development of the last 
sense may be due to symbolic interpretation 
of the sound of the word. 


crispin kri'spin (arch.} shoemaker. xvii. 
f. name of St. Crispin, patron saint of shoe- 
makers (cf. F. lance de saint Crispin awl). 


criss-cross kri:skrds A. Tfigure of a cross; 
Talphabet xvi; B. transverse crossing (also 
adj., adv., and vb.) xix. Early modEng. 
c(h)ris(se)-crosse, for Christscrosse figure of 
a cross, esp. as used in front of the alphabet 
in hornbooks and primers, called Chris(t)- 
cross row (XVI-XIX); in later sense usu. 
regarded as a redupl. formation on cRoss! 
with variation of vowel. 


cristate krrsteit (nat. hist.) crested. xvut. 
— L. cristãtus, f. crista CREST; see -ATE?, 


criterion kraitiorion standard of judge- 
ment. XVII. — Gr. ERritérion means of 
judging, test, f. krités judge. (Often in xvii 
written in Gr. letters; occas. in latinized 
form criterium, as in F.) 


critic kri-tik Tone who passes censure XVI 
(Sh.); one who judges a work of art xvi 


(Bacon). — L. criticus (also used in Eng. 
XVI-XVII) — Gr. RAritikós, sb. use of adj. f. 
krités judge, rel. to CRISIS; see -1C. So 
teri:tic adj. (med.) relating to a crisis in a 
disease; faultfinding; skilful in judging. 
XVt. —- F. critique -late L. cri-tiCAL censorious 
xvi (Sh.) ; pert. to a crisis ; pert. to criticism 
or critics ; Tnice, precise xvii. f. L. criticus. 
criticisM act or art of criticizing XVII 
(Dekker); critical science concerned with 
literary documents; fnice point, subtlety 
XVII. CYri‘ticIZE play the critic xvu (Milton); 
discuss critically xvir.. (T Cvitism and Teritize 
were used xvir.) critique kriti-k criticism, 
esp. a critical review xvii. Later form of 
teritic(k) xv, altered after F. critique, the 
orig. source, which is based on Gr. (hé) 
kritikë the critical art. Cf. G. kritik. 


croak krouk utter a deep hoarse cry, as of 
a rook, etc. XVI. Preceded by synon. tcrok 
(x111), with similar imit. formations, viz. OE. 
crakettan, creccettan, ME. tcrake (xiv) and 
tereke (see CREAK), Terouk (xiv), Teraik 
(xv, Henryson). 


Croat krouzt native of Croatia, formerly 
with Slavonia forming a kingdom of the 
Hungarian monarchy, now part of Yugo- 
slavia. xvir. - modL. (pl) Croatze (F. 
Croate, G. Kroate) = Serbo-Croatian Hrvat, 
formerly pronounced xrwat; cf. cRAVAT. So 
Croatian kroueifan. Xvi. 


crochet krou-fei knitting with a hooked 
needle. xix. - F. crochet, dim. of croc, 
with -ch- from crochié, crochu hooked. 


crocidolite — krosrdólait (min.) fibrous 
silicate of iron and sodium. xix. f. Gr. 
krokid-, krokis nap of woollen cloth ; see-LITE. 


crock! krok earthen pot, jar, etc. OE.; 
(dial.) metal pot. xv. OE. croc and crocca, 
rel. to synon. Icel. krukka, and prob. further 
to OE. crég (= OHG. chruog, G. krug), 
OE. criice (= OS. krüka, Du. kruik, MHG. 
krüche), lr. crogdn, Gael. crog(an), W. 
crochan, Gr. króssós (1—- *krokjos). 


crock? krok old ewe xv; old broken-down 
horse; decrepit person or thing xIx. In 
earliest use Sc.; perh. of Flem. origin, but 
appropriate words have a different vowel, 
as MDu. kraecke (Du. krak), Flem. krake; 
presumably rel. to CRACK. 


crocket kra-kit }curl; (archit.) small orna- 
ment (bud, curled leaf, etc.) on the inclined 
side of a pinnacle, etc. XVII; bud of a stag's 
horn x1x. — var. of (O)F. crochet CROTCHET. 


crocodile  kro-kodail large amphibious 
saurian reptile. xiit. ME. coko-, cokadrille 
= OF. cocodrille (mod. crocodile) = Pr. 
cocodrilh, Sp. cocodrilo, It. coccodrillo :— 
medL. cocodrillus, which occurs together 
with many other vars. in MSS. of ancient 
Latin writers for crocodilus —- Gr. krokódilos 
(later -eilos), for *krokódrilos worm of the 
stones’, f. krdké pebbles, shingles -+ drilos 
worm, with allusion to its basking habits. 
The present form, assim. to L., appears XVI. 
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CROCUS 


crocus krou‘kas (flower of) bulbous plant 
of the iridaceous genus so named; yellow 
or red powder obtained from metals by 
calcination. xvi1. ~ L. crocus crocus plant, 
saffron (whence OE. croh, Gael., Ir. croch) 
— Gr. hkrókos, of Sem. origin (cf. Heb. 
karkóm, Arab. kurkum). 


croft kroft enclosed piece of land OE.; 
small agricultural holding. xvin. OE. croft, 
of unkn. origin. 


cromlech kro-mlek prehistoric erection 
of large unhewn stones. XVII. ~ W. crom- 
lech, f. crom, fem. of crum bowed, arched + 
llech flat stone. Cf. DOLMEN. 


cromorne kromó:in reed-stop in an organ. 
XVII. — F. cromorne — G. krummhorn cornet, 
lit. ‘crooked horn’. Another perversion is 
CREMONA?, 


crone kroun withered old woman xiv 
(Ch.); old ewe xvt. prob. - MDu. croonje, 
caroonje carcass, (in Kilian) old useless ewe 
= ONF. carogne CARRION (also, cantankerous 
or mischievous woman), which may be the 
immed. source of the first sense. 


crony krou'ni intimate associate. XVII. 
Earliest form chrony — Gr. khrónios long- 
lasting, long-continued, f. khrónos time (see 
CHRONIC); orig. university slang word ('vox 
academica', Skinner 1671), the Gr. word 
being perverted to the sense ‘contemporary’. 
Pepys, who uses the word, and Skinner 
were Cambridge men. €] The corr. Oxford 
term was chum. 


crook kruk trick, wile xir (Orm); hooked 
instrument; Tclaw XIII; shepherd’s staff, 
bishop's pastoral staff xiv; bend, curve xv. 
ME. créc, crok, north. crük - ON. krókr 
hook, barb, peg, bend, curve, winding, 
corner (Sw. krok, Da. krog). Hence crook 
vb. bend, curve xII. 


crooked kru'kid not straight (lit. and fig.). 
XIII. f. CROOK sb.+-ED?, prob. after ON. 
krókóttr crooked, winding, cunning, wily. 


croon krūn (dial.) bellow, roar, rumble XIV; 
utter a low murmuring sound xvii. north. 
Eng. and Sc. croyne, crune -MLG., MDu. 
krénen lament, mourn, groan (Du. kreunen 
groan, whimper), of imit. origin; cf. OHG. 
chrónnan, chrónan chatter, prattle. 

crop krop A. bird’s craw OE.; B. thead 
of a plant OE.; top of an object xv; upper 
part of a whip xvi (hence, whipstock with 
a handle and loop xix); C. produce of 
plants used for food xii1 (also in AL. eroppus, 
cropa). OE. crop(p), corr. to MLG., MDu. 
kropp, (O)HG. kropf, ON. Rroppr; further 
relations uncertain. Hence crop vb. lop, 
poll x111; pluck, pull xiv; raise a crop on, 
bear a crop XVI; come up to the surface 
XVII; whence a new sb. crop cropping (in 
various uses) XVII. 


croquet krou'kei, -ki game played on a 
lawn with wooden balls which are driven 
through hoops with mallets, introduced 
from Ireland into England in 1852: Sup- 


CROTCHET 


posed to be~var. of F. crochet hook; see 
CROCHET, CROTCHET. Hence in F. (1877). 


croquette kroket ball of potato, etc., or 
mince fried crisp. xvu1t (occas. croquet). F., 
f. croquer crunch, of imit. origin ; see -ETTE. 


crore kridaz ten millions (of rupees). xvII. 
~ Hindi k(a)ror :- Prakrit Rrodi, Skr. koti 
end, top, highest point, spec. highest num- 
ber in the older system (viz. 10,000,000). 


crosier, crozier krou3's1 +cross-bearer 
to an archbishop xiv (PPI.); bearer of a 
bishop’s pastoral staff, hence (through the 
phr. crosier(’s) staff) the staff itself xiv; 
(erron.) archbishop's cross xvin. — Two 
words have blended here, (1) - OF. croisier 
(medL. cruciárius) cross-bearer, f. crois 
CROSS, (ii) - OF. crocter, crossier bearer of 
a bishop's crosse or crook (OF. croce — Pr. 
crossa, It. croccia ?- Rom. *croccia, f. *croccus 
CROOK). 


cross! kròs gibbet consisting of a vertical 
post with transverse bar; sign or symbol 
representing this, esp. in Christian use. 
Late OE. cros = ON. kross = OFr. cros (corr. 
to Gael. crois, W. croes) - L. crucem (nom. 
CRUX), whence also OF. croiz (mod. croix), 
Pr. crotz, Sp. cruz, It. croce, Rum. cruce; 
OF. croiz was adopted in ME. as cr(e)oiz, 
later crois, croice (X111-XV). Q The L. word 
was adopted (with lengthened vowel) in 
Germ. as OE. crūć, ME. crouch (whence 
crouched adj. wearing a cross, esp. in 
Crouched, later Crutched, Friars, earlier 
tcrossed freres), OS. criict, OHG. crūzi 
(G. kreuz). Hence cross vb. fcrucify; set 
or lie in a cross-position XIV (draw a line 
across XVIII); mark with a cross; put, pass, 
come, go across or athwart xv; thwart, 
oppose XVI. 

cross? krds adj. lying or passing athwart; 
contrary, opposite; Tcontentious XVI; out 
of humour, peevish xvir. Partly attrib. use 
of cross}, partly ellipt. use of cross? adv. 


cross? kròs fadv. crosswise, and prep. 
across. XVI. Aphetic of ACROSS; the prep. 
survives in cross-country adj. (XVIII). 


crotalus kro:tolos genus of serpents con- 
taining the rattlesnakes. xix. modL. = Gr. 
krétalon rattle, rel. to krótos clapping, 
tapping. 

crotch  krotí fork or fork-shaped stake, 
branch, etc., fork of a tree where it branches. 
XVI. perh. identical with ME. croche crook, 
crozier - OF. croche hook, etc., f. crocher, 
f. croc hook - ON. krókr CROOK. 


crotchet kratfit A. tcrocket xiv; hook 
(latterly techn.) xv; B. (mus.) note in the 
form of a stem with a black head 4 " xv 
(‘crochett of songe, semiminima', Promp. 
Parv.); C. whimsical fancy xvr. -(OJF. 
crochet, dim. of croc hook, CROOK; see -ET. 
The origin of sense C is doubtful, but cf. 
‘Crochue, a Quauer in Musicke; whence 
Il a des crochues en teste, (we say) his head 
is full of crochets’ (Cotgr.). 
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CROTON 


CRUMB 





croton krou‘ton genus of Euphorbiacee, 
mostly tropical xvii; an allied plant, 
Codizum pictum xix. —- modL. - Gr. krótón 
sheep-tick, castor-oil plant (Ricinus com- 
munis). 


crouch krautj bend low with general com- 
pression of the body. xiv. Late ME. cruche, 
crouche, poss. — OF. crochir be bent, f. croc 
hook (cf. crochu hooked, crooked) - ON. 
hrókvr cROOK; the vocalism would be 
paralleled in pouch, vouch. 


croup? krūp hindquarters. xiu. - (O)F. 
croupe (whence G. kruppe) = Pr. cropa :- 
Rom. *croppa = Germ. *kruppõ, rel. to 
CROP. 


croup? krūp throat-disease with a sharp 
cough. XVIII. f. croup vb. (dial.) xvi, of 
imit. origin. 

croupier krü'pioi tsecond standing behind 
a gamester ; raker-in of money at a gaming- 
table; assistant chairman at a dinner. XVIII. 
— F. croupier orig. one who rides behind on 
the croup, f. croupe cROUP?. 


crow! krou black carrion-feeding bird, 
Corvus OE.; bar of iron with beak-like end 
xIv. OE. crdwe, corr. to OS. krdia (Du. 
kraat), OHG. chrdwa, chraja, krd (G. krahe) ; 
f. next. 


crow? krou utter the cry of a cock. OE. 
crdwan, pt. créow, pp. crdwen, corr. to OS. 
*krdian (Du. kraaien), OHG. chrdjan, 
crawan, krden (G. krdhen); WGerm. vb. 
of imit. origin. The str. pt. is still prevalent 
in the proper sense, but crowed is used in 
the sense ‘utter joyful cries’; the str. pp. is 
now dial. Hence crow sb. act of crowing 
XIII (cockes crow; cf. cockcrow xv). 


crowd! kraud press on OE.; tpush; press 
in a throng xiv; fill up with compression 
XVI; (naut.) crowd sail xvi. OE. cridan, pt. 
créad, *crudon, *croden) intr. push forward, 
orig. str. vb. corr. to MLG., MDu. krüden 
(Du. kruien push in a wheelbarrow); cf. 
OE. croda crowd, MLG. kréden, MHG. 
kroten oppress. Hence crowd sb. dense 
multitude. xvi. 


crowd? kraud fiddle. xim (erouth). - W. 
crwth fiddle, also swelling body, rel. to 
croth swelling, belly (cf. Gael. and Ir. eruit 
harp, violin, hump, Olr. crot harp, cithara, 
whence in late L. crotta British musical 
instrument mentioned by Venantius Fortu- 
natus, c. 600). 


crown kraun circlet, wreath, etc., worn 
on the head xir; Ttonsure; vertex of the 
skull X111; top, summit XVI; various coins, 
orig. bearing the figure of a crown xv. ME. 
crune, corune (superseding OE. corona) 
- AN. corune, OF. corone (mod. couronne) = 
Pr., Sp., It. corona :— L. corōna wreath, 
chaplet — Gr. koróné anything bent (Rorónís 
crown), rel. to curvus bent (see CURVE). So 
crown vb. xi. — AN. coruner, OF. coroner 
(mod. couronner) ~~ L. corónàre ; cf. CORONA- 
TION. 


crowner see CORONER. 


croydon kroi:dean two-wheeled carriage. 
XIX. f. Croydon in Surrey ; cf. SURREY. 


Crozier see CROSIER. 


crucial krü:f[ol cross-shaped xvi; that 
decides between rival hypotheses, decisive 
XIX, —F. crucial (xvI in medical use), f. 
cruci-, crux CROSS; see -IAL. The second 
sense (as in crucial instance, experiment) 1s 
based on Francis Bacon’s phr. instantia 
crucis ‘instance, i.e. of the cross’, a metaphor 
from the crux or finger-post at cross-roads, 
and on Boyle’s and Newton’s experimentum 
crucis. 


crucible krü'sibl vessel for fusing metals. 
XV (early forms  corusible,  kressibulle). 
-medL. crucibulum night-lamp, crucible 
(cf. It. cructuolo, OF. crotseul, crusol, from 
a by-form *cruceolus), f. L. cruc-, crux CROSS ; 
perh. orig. lamp hanging before a crucifix; 
for the suffix cf. türibulum THURIBLE. 


crucifer krū'sifər cross-bearer XVI; cruci- 
ferous plant xix. — ChrL. crucifer (applied 
to Christ by Prudentius), L. cruci-, crux; 
see CROSS, -FEROUS. So cruci‘FEROUS bear- 
ing or wearing a cross xVII; (bot.) belonging 
to the Crucifere (having petals crosswise) 
XIX. | cruci-FORM  cross-shaped.  xvitr. 
- modL. 


crucifix krü'sifiks figure of Christ on the 
cross XIII; tthe Crucified One xv. —- (O)F. 
crucifix — late L. crucifixus, i.e. cruci fixus 
fixed to a cross. So crucifixioON. XVII. 
—]late L. cru:cirv put to death on a cross. 
xil (Cursor M.). —(O)F. crucifier = Pr., 
Sp. crucificar = Rom. *crucificãre, replacing 
ChrL. crucifigere, i.e. cruci figere FIX to a 
CROSS. 

crude krūd in a raw state xiv (Ch.); ill- 
digested, not matured xvI; (gram.) without 
inflexion XIX. ~L. crūdus raw, rough, 
cruel; see RAW. So cru:drrTy xv. 


cruel krü:ol disposed to inflict or causing 


suffering. xii. —(O)F. cruel = Pr., Sp. 
cruel, It. crudele:-L. crtdéli-s, rel. to 
crudus CRUDE. So crwelty!. xu. — OF. 


crualté (mod. cruauté) :- Rom. *crüdálitas, 
for L. crédélitas. 


cruet krū'it small bottle or vial. xu. 
— AN. *cruet, *cruete, dim. of OF. crue 
- OS. krika (Du. kruik) = OE. criice, 
MHG. kriiche (G. krauche), rel. to crock, 


cruise krüz sail to and fro over the sea. 

xvi. prob. ~ Du. kruisen cross, f. kruis 
cross; cf. Sp., Pg. cruzar, F. croiser in the 
same sense. So cruicser. XVIL — Du. 
kruiser ; só F. croiseur. 


crumb kram small particle of bread. OE. 
cruma, corr. with variation of vowel to 
MDu. crūüme (Du. kruim), MLG., MDu. 
cróme, (M)HG. krume, Icel. krumr, kraumr ; 
rel. to L. grümus mound, Gr. grüméà, Alb. 
grimë crumb. The parasitic b appears XVI; 
cf. thumb, in which it is much earlier 
Hence crumb vb. superseding tcrim (xv) 
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CRUMP 


CRYSTAL 





:- OE. gelerymman :- *krumjan. cru: mble 
vb. break into crumbs or little bits. xvi. 
Earlier forms TRremele (Xv), Terimble (xvi) 
repr. an OE. type *erymelan (:— *krumilón); 
cf. Du. kruimelen, LG. krömeln, G. krümeln. 


crump kramp imit, of the sound of eating 


stallos CRYSTAL, L. crūdus cRUDE, OHG. 
hrosa crust, ice, OE. hruse earth, ON. hrúðr 
crust, scab. Hence cru-step. xiv (Wycl. 
Bible ‘crustid cake’, tr. Vulg. crustula); of 
wine XVIII. Hence crusty encrusted xiv; 
short of temper Xxv1; see -Yv!. 


moderately firm substances, walking over | crustaceous krastei‘fos that is or having 


slightly compressed snow, etc., the soft fall 
of a shell. xvi1; contrast crunch, crush. 


crumpet krampit tthin griddle cake xvii; 
soft cake made of flour, etc., mixed into a 
batter xvir. Of doubtful origin; perh. to 


a hard integument; of the crustacea. XVII. 
f. modL. crustãceus, f. L. crusta CRUST; see 
-ACEOUS. crusta‘cea. XIX. modL. n. pl. 
of the adj. (Lamarck, 1801, after Cuvier’s 
les insectes crustacées, 1798). 


be connected with tcrompid cake (Wycl. | crutch kratf staff with crosspiece for an 


Bible; tr. Vulgate laganum) lit. ‘curled up 
cake’, and so rel. to MDu. cromp = OE. 
crumb, etc., bent, crooked. 


crumple kra:mp! become ormake creased 
or wrinkled. xvi. f. Terump curve, curl up 
(xiv), rel. to CRAMP ; see -LE*. 


crunch kran| crush with the teeth. xix. 


infirm person OE. ; (naut.) forked or crooked 
timber, etc. OE. cryc(é) = OS. krukka (Du. 
kruk), OHG. chrucha, chruchja (G. kriicke), 
ON. krykkja s-CGerm. (not in Goth.) 
*krukjé, “krukjOn; see cCRooK. For the 
vocalism cf. BLUSH. 


Crutched Friars see cnoss!. 


var. of craunch (xvi1), assim. to munch. crux kraks pl. cruxes, cruces kri-siz 1 conun- 


crupper  kra: pori leather strap passing 
under a horse's tail xii; horse's hind- 
quarters XVI. — AN. cropere, OF. cropiere 
(mod. croupière) = Pr. cropiera, Sp. gropera, 
It. groppiera :~ Rom. *croppdria, -éria, f. 
*crobba (whence F. croupe, etc.) — Germ. 


drum, riddle xvin (Sheridan, Swift); difi- 
culty the solution of which perplexes xix. 
L., ‘cross’; short for crux interpretum, crux 
philosophorum torment of interpreters or 
commentators, of philosophers; G. kreuz 
cross (XVIII) is similarly used. Cf. CRUCIAL. 


*krupp- CROP; see -ER?. ery krai call out for; call loudly; announce 


crural kruv'rəl pert. to the leg. xvi. = L. 
crūrälis, f. crūr-, crūs leg; see -AL!. 


crusade krüserd military expedition for 
the recovery of the Holy Land from the 
Mohammedans xvi; gen. xvil. The earlier 
forms were (i) croisade (xvi) — F. crotsade 
(Rabelais), an alteration of earlier croisée by 


publicly; shout in lamentation x11; weep 
xvi. —(OJF. crier — Pr. cridar, Sp., Pg. 
gritar, It. gridare += L. quiritdre cry aloud, 
wail, orig., acc. to Varro, call upon the 
Quirités, or Roman citizens, for help. So 
cry sb. loud utterance. xin. —(O)F. cri = 
Pr. crit, Sp., Pg. grito, It. grido; CRom. f. 
the vb. 


assim. to the Sp. form (see -ADE) ; (ii) crusado, cryo- kraiou, kraiot comb. form of Gr. 


-ada (xv1) — Sp. cruzada ; (iii) croisado, -ada 
(xvii) which are blends of (i) and (ii). 


kruos frost, icy cold (cf. CRYSTAL). 


Earlier still synon. OF. croisiée and croiserie | CYypt kript underground chamber. xvir 


had been adopted as croysie (XV-XVII) and 
croiserie (XIII-XV). The current form is 
first recorded xvin (in Phillips’ ‘World of 


(from XvI to xvi1I the L. form was current). 
- L. crypta = Gr. krupté vault, sb. use of 
fem. of kruptós hidden. See GROT, GROTTO. 


Words’, 1706, and by Johnson, 1755, as | cryptic kri'ptik — hidden, secret. xvii 


a by-form); it was generally familiarized by 
Goldsmith and Gibbon. 


cruse krūz, (formerly) kris pot, jar, bottle. 
XIII. OE. crüse, repr. normally by (occas.) 
croce, crowse (XV), crouse (XVI); evidence is 
lacking between OE. and xv, whence cruse 
and crewse are found, perh. - (M)LG. kris; 
cf. OHG. (dim.) krüselin, MHG. krüse (G. 
krause}, MDu. cruyse, Icel. krús, beside 
(M)LG. kros, Du. kroes; ult. relations unkn. 


crush kraf tcrash, clash; compress with 
violence x1v; break down the power of xv1. 
— AN. crussir, corussier, OF. croissir, cruissir 
gnash (the teeth), crash, crack = Pr. croisir, 
cruisir, Cat. eruxir (Sp. crujir, It. crosciare 
are derived) :~ Rom. *cruscire, of unkn. 
origin. For sh cf. BUSHEL, etc. 


crust krast hard outer part of a loaf, etc. 
xiv. ME. crouste -— OF. crouste (mod. crotite) 
eL crusta rind, shell, incrustation, referred 
to *kru-, repr. also by Gr. kráos frost, krá- 
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(Bacon). - late L.. erypticus - Gr. kruptikós, f. 
kruptós; see prec. and -1c. So crypto- 
kri'ptou, kripto? used as comb. form of 
Gr. kruptós hidden, as in cryptogamia 
-ge-mie (bot.) division of plants having no 
stamens or pistils and therefore no flowers. 
xvi. modL. (Linneus), f. Gr. gdrmos 
marriage+ -ia -Y°; so crypto:gamovs. 
XVIII. Crypto'GRAPHY secret manner of 
writing. Xvi: (Sir T. Browne). =- modL. 
cryptographia; so Crypto'GRAPHER. XVII. 


crystal kristol Tice; pure quartz (resem- 


bling ice) OE.; piece of rock crystal, etc., 
XIV; highly transparent glass xv1; minera- 
logical form xvir. — (O)F. cristal = Pr., Sp. 
cristal, It. cristallo- L. crystallum = Gr. 
krústallos ice, f. krustainein freeze, krtios 
frost. cry‘stallInE. xiv (crystalline heaven, 
crystalline | humour) =- (O)F. cristallin = L. 
crystallinus = Gr. krustdállinos; see -INE}. 
Formerly crysta'lline, as in Milton, Gray, 
Shelley. cry'stallızs. xvı. 


CTENO- 


CUE 





cteno- (k)ti:nou, (k)tino* comb. form of Gr. 
ktenós, nom. kteís comb. :— *pktens, rel. to 
L. pecten, Gr. pékein comb, shear. 


cub kab young of the fox, bear, etc. xvi. 
Of unkn. origin. 


cubby-hole ka:bihoul snug place, small 
room or closet. XIX. orig. dial., f. cub (xv1) 


ment, to suggest the bird’s cry; it corr. to 
OFris., OS. gäk, OHG. gouh (G. gauch, 
itself superseded as the bird’s name by 
kuckuck, from LG.; cf. MDu. cuccūc, Du. 
koekoek), ON. gaukr (see Gowk); cf. OHG. 
guckón cry cuckoo; also Ir. cuach, W. cog, 
OSI. kukavica cuckoo, Russ. kukúshka. 


cattle-pen, coop, crib, prob. of LG. origin | cucumber kji-kamboz_ creeping plant, 


(cf. covet). 


cube kjūb regular 6-sided figure; third 
power of a quantity. xvi. —(O)F. cube or 
L. cubus (Vitruvius) ~ Gr. kiibos solid square, 
6-sided die, cubic number, iliac cavity (see 
HIP). So cubic. xv. - (O)F. or L. - Gr. 
cu’bicaL. xv. cubism form of pictorial 
art in which the design is based on cubes. 
1912. — F. cubisme (1908). 

cubeb kjü:beb berry of the shrub Piper 
Cubeba or Cubeba officinalis. xiv (quibibe). 
—(O)F. cubóébe, Tquibibe:- Rom. *cubéba 
(so Pr., Sp., It.), — Arab. Rabdbah. 

cubicle kjü:bikl tbedchamber xv; one of 
a series of sleeping-rooms xix. = L. cubi- 


culum, £. cubdre recline, lie in bed; see 
CONCUBINE, -CLE. 


cubit kjü:bit forearm; measure of length 
derived from this (so in L., corr. to Gr. 
pékhus, Heb. ammah).x1v.- L.. cubitum elbow, 


Cucumis sativus, with long fleshy fruit. 
Late ME. cucumer (XIV-XVII) was super- 
seded by cucumber (xv, ‘Palladius’ Hus- 
bandry’), tcocomber, by assim. to OF. 
co(u)combre (mod. concombre), corr. to Pr. 
cogombre, Sp. cohombro, It. cocomero — L. 
cucumer, cucumis (-er-), prob. of Mediter- 
ranean origin. The pronunc. of the first 
syll. has been infl. by the sp.; the develop- 
ment cowcumber (xvi) is still preserved in 
illiterate speech. Q ‘In some counties of 
England, especially in the west, this word 
is pronounced as 1f written Coocumber. . . 
But . . it seems too firmly fixed in its sound 
of Cowcumber to be altered, and must be 
classed with its irregular fellow esculent 
Asparagus’ (Walker, 1798); ‘No well-taught 
person, except of the old school, now says 
cow-cumber . . although any other pro- 
nunciation . . would have been pedantic 
some thirty years ago’ (Smart, 1836). 


distance from the elbow to the finger-tips cud kad _ half-digested food of a ruminant. 


(whence F. coude, Sp. codo, It. cubito), 
popularly assoc. with cubit-, pp. stem of 
cubare, -cumbere lie down, recline, but prob. 
rel. directly to Gr. Ribos (see CUBE). 


cucking-stool ka-kinstal instrument of 
punishment consisting of a chair (some- 
times in the form of a close-stool) in which 


OE. cudu, earlier cwudu, cwidu what is 
chewed, mastic, corr. to OHG. quiti, chuti 
glue (G. kitt cement, putty) and rel. ult. to 
L. bitūmen BITUMEN, pitch, Skr. jdtu 
resin, gum, and further to ON. kudda 
(Sw. kdda) resin, the source of ME. code 
pitch. 


the offender was exposed or ducked. xrm. | cudbear ka-dbea1 dyeing powder prepared 


orig. varying with Tcuck-sTOOL (XIII); pre- 
sumably f. teuck void excrement (not 
recorded before xv, but doubtless earlier) 
~ ON. (mod. Icel.) *kika, rel. to ktikr 
excrement (cf. cACK). Rendered in medl.. 
cathedra stercoris ‘chair of excrement’. 
cuckold ka-kald husband of an unfaithful 
wife. xIII (cukeweld, 3 syll.; later cokezwold, 
cokwald, kukwold, cocold). — AN. *cucuald, 
var. of OF. cucuault (recorded xv), f. cucu 
CUCKOO + pejorative suffix -ald, -aud, -ault. 


from lichen, esp. Lecanora tartarea; this 
lichen. xvin. f. var. Cudber(t) of the 
christian name of Dr. Cuthbert Gordon, 
who patented the powder; cf. CUDDY*. 


cuddle ka4:di fondle in close embrace. 


xvi. OF dial. origin; perh. f. dial. couth 
comfortable, snug- -LE*; cf. fondle (f. fond). 
But cf. Tcull (xv1) fondle, var. of Tcoll (xiv) 
aphetic - OF. acoler embrace (see Acco- 
LADE). 


The pronunc. of the first syll. with kuk- cuddy! ka:di cabin in a large ship. xvir 


(cf. cuckoo) has been preserved because 
there. has been no conscious assoc. with 
the bird name. 


(Pepys). prob.-early modDu. kajute, 
kaiuyte (now kajuit, whence F. cajute) 
- (O)F. cahute, of unkn. origin. 


cuckoo kukū the bird Cuculus canorus, | cuddy? kadi donkey. xvin. Of lowly 


whose well-known voice the name echoes. 
XIII (cuccu). =~ OF. cucu (mod. coucou); 
imit., like most names of the bird, as L. 
cucălus (whence It. cuculo, Pg. cogul), Gr. 
kókküx, Skr. kokilás. The normal pronunce. 
would beka’ka, which was current till c. 1800 
(cf. CUCKOLD) ; ku-ki has prevailed asthe sup- 


origin, like donkey; perh. a use of Cuddy 
(xvi), pet form of Cuthbert (cf. CUDBEAR); 
cf. similar applications of dicky, neddy. 


cudgel ka'dgəl short thick stick. OE. 


cyégel, of unkn. origin; for the phonetic 
development cf. BLUSH. 


posed echo of the bird’s cry. 'T'he fig. sense | cue! kjü actor’s word(s) serving as a signal 


‘fool’ of the word cuckoo is found in many 
langs., in Eng. xvi. Q Superseded OE. 
géac (ME. 3eke), which, though orig. imit., 
ceased, through normal phonetic develop- 


[233] 


for another to enter or speak; (hence) hint. 
XVI (q, gu, quew, kew, cue). Of unkn. origin ; 
the supposition that it is a use of F. queue 
tail, is not based on evidence. 


CUE 


cue? kjü pigtail; billiard-player's stick. 
XVIII. var. of QUEUE. 

cuff! k4f Tglove, mitten xiv (PPl.); band 
at the bottom of a sleeve xv1; fetter for the 
wrist XVII (cf. HANDCUFF). Of unkn. origin. 


cuff? kaf strike with the fist or open hand. 
perh. imit. of the sound; cf. G. sl. kuffen 
thrash, Sw. Ruffa thrust, push. Hence 
cuff sb. xvi; cf. FISTICUFF. 


cui bono kai bou:nou Who benefits by it? 
XVIL. L. phr., ‘To whom (is it) for good ?' 
(attributed by Cicero to one Lucius Cassius 
Longinus, ‘pro Roscio’ XxxX); pop. taken to 
mean ‘What is the good of it? 

cuirass kwiræ's armour for the body orig. 
of leather. xv (Lydg.). — F. cuirasse, fcuras, 
T-ace, perh.— It. corazza — Pr. co:rassa, 
Sp. coraza += Rom. *coriácia, sb. use of 
fem. of L. coriáceus, f. corium leather (see 
-ACEOUS); in F. cuirasse repl. OF. cuiriée, 
quiriée :- Rom. *coriáta. XA frequent var. 
in XVI-XVII was tcurats (XVI-XVII), whence 
a spurious sg. Teurat; cf. MLG. horitz, 
ODa. Rórritz, kyrritz. So cuirassieR. 
XVII. -= F. 

cuisine kwizin cookery. xvi. — F. cuisine 
kitchen, cookery :- L. coquina (cf. KITCHEN), 
f. coquere COOK. 

cuisse, cuish kwis, kwif thigh-piece of 
armour. xv. pl. cus(c)hes, cushies, cuisses, 
later forms of ME. cussues, quyssewes (XIV) 
—- OF. cuisseaux, pl. of cuissel = It. cosciale 
:- Jate L. coxale, f. coxa hip. 

Culdee kaldi member of a Scoto-Irish 
religious order. xvi (preceded by Kylde, 
Wyntoun). — medL. Culdeus (Hector Boece, 
1526), alteration (after L. cultor Dei wor- 
shipper of God) of Kel(e)deus — Olr. céle dé 
(Ir. ceilede) anchorite, lit. associate or 
servant of God (dé, g. of dia God). 


cul-de-sac kuldase:k, ||kzidsak (anat.) vessel, 
etc., open at only one end XVIII; blind alley 
XIX. F., lit. ‘bottom of sack’ (cul = L. cilus 
posteriors = Gael., (O)Ir. cul, W. cil back). 
-cule kjül terminal el. (varying with -CLE) 
repr. F. -cule, L.. -culus, -a, -um, dim. suffix of 
all three genders, as in animalcula Tanimalcle, 
articulus ARTICLE, fasciculus FASCICLE, mascu- 
lus MALE, versiculus VERSICLE ; auricula (see 
AURICULAR) ; corpusculum CORPUSCLE, -CULE. 


culet kjü:it horizonal face forming the 
bottom of a diamond cut as a brilliant. xvi. 
Earlier form collet, altered - OF. culet, dim. 
of cul bottom (cf. CUL-DE-SAC). 

culinary  kjülinori, ka'l- pert. to the 
kitchen or to cooking. XVII. — L. culindrius, 
f. culina kitchen ; see KILN, -ARY. 


cull kal select, pick xv (Promp. Parv.); 
gather xvir (Milton). Earlier cole (xiv, 
R. Mannyng), and varying with coile and 
(rare) cuyl, both of late xiv. — OF. coillier, 
-ir, euiller, collier, coillir, quillir, (also mod.) 
cueillir, repr. L. colli-gere (see COLLECT), 
Rom. *cólgere, which, in various parts of the 
Rom. domain, took different inf. endings, 





CULT 






as -ére in It. cogliere, -ére in Sp. coger, Pg. 
colher, -ire in Pr. coillir, cu(e)lhir, Cat. 
cullir, and -dre in OF. cueiller. 


cullender see COLANDER. 


cullet kahit refuse glass with which 
crucibles are replenished. xvii. Earlier 
collet neck of glass left on the end of a 
blowing-iron = (O)F. collet, dim. of col, cou 
:— L. collum neck (cf. COLLAR); but cf. 
F. cueillette rags collected for making 
paper. 

cullion ka:lon Ttesticle xiv (Ch.); Tbase 
fellow xvi. — OF. coillon (mod. couillon) == 
Pr. colho, Sp. cojon, It. coglione s= Rom. 
*cõleone, f. L. cõleus, culleus bag, testicle 
— Gr. Roleós sheath. 


cullis ka:lis (archit.) gutter, channel. xix. 
— F. coulisse; see COULISSE and cf. PORT- 
CULLIS. 

cully k4:li (sl.) dupe, gull, simpleton ; man, 
fellow, mate. XVII. prob. orig. rogues’ 
cant; of unkn. origin. 


culm! kalm (dial) coal dust xiv; soot xv 
(Promp. Parv.); anthracite xvi (hence geol. 
series of shales containing anthracite XIX). 
repr. earlier in colmie (X111), culmy (x1v}sooty, 
now Sc. coomy ; of unkn. origin, but presum- 
ably based on col COAL. 


culm? kalm (bot.) stalk of a plant. xvit. 
— L. culmus; cf. HAULM. 


culminate ka‘lmineit reach its greatest 
altitude. xvii. f. pp. stem of late L.. culmi- 
nare exalt, extol, f. culmin-, culmen summit, 
acme; see -ATE®. So culmina‘TION. XVII; 
so F. 


culpable ka:Ipobl guilty xiv ; blameworthy 
xvil. ME. coupable - (O)JF. coupable :- L. 
culpabilis, f. culpbáre blame, censure, f. culpa 
blame; see -ABLE. The sp. and pronunc. 
were later assim. to L. Henceculpabr'iry. 
xvi, @ The base appears also in inculpate. 


culprit ka‘lprit in the formula ‘Culprit, 
how will you be tried ?’, formerly said by 
the Clerk of the Crown to a prisoner who 
pleaded Not Guilty to high treason or 
felony; the accused xvir; (by assoc. with 
L. culpa guilt) offender xvir. According to 
legal tradition (Blount’s Law Dict. 1717), 
compounded of cul, short for AN. culpable 
guilty (see prec.), and pri(s)t (= OF. prest, 
F. prét) ready ; it is supposed that, when the 
prisoner had pleaded Not Guilty, the Clerk 
replied with Culpable: prest daverrer notre 
bille, i.e. ‘Guilty: ready to aver our indict- 
ment’, and that this was noted in the form 
cul. prist, which was later mistaken for a 
formula addressed to the accused. 


cult kalt worship xvii; devotion, homage 
XvIH. — F. culte or L. cultus, noun of action 
f. colere inhabit, cultivate, protect, honour 
with worship, f. *hzel- be or move habi- 
tually (in or with), whence also colónus (see 
COLONY); cf. wHEEL. Also in L. form 
cultus ka'ltos. xvii (rare before xix). 
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CULTIVATE 


CUR 








cultivate ka‘ltiveit till; improve and refine. 
xvii. f. medL. cultivdt-, -dre (cf. (O)F. 
cultiver, Pr. coltivar, etc.), f. medL. cultivus, 
in cultiva terra arable land (cf. OF. teres 
cultives), f. cult-, pp. stem of colere cultivate ; 
see prec. -IVE, -ATE. So cultivaA TION. 
XVII. CurltivATOR. XVII. 


culture ka:Itfoz piece of tilled land xv; 
cultivation xv; cultivating of the mind, 
manners, etc., XVI; intellectual training and 
refinement XIX. — F. culture (repl. earlier 
Tcouture) or its source L. cultira, f. cult-; 
see prec. and -URE, Hence cu lturaAr! xix. 


culver ka:lvor (arch.) dove, (local) wood- 
pigeon. OE. culfre, culufre, -efre, culfer 
— *columbra, for L. columbula, dim. of 
columba dove, pigeon. 


culverin k4lvorin gun and cannon for- 

merly in use. xv. —(OJF. coulevrine (cf. 
medL. colu-, colobrina, It. colubrina), f. 
couleuvre snake :- Rom. *colobra, for L. 
colubra, beside coluber (whence It. colubro) 
snake ; see -INE!, 


culvert ka‘lvait tunnel drain for water 
crossing a road, etc. xvir. Of unkn. origin ; 
there appears to be no historical point of 
contact with OF. coulouere channel, gutter 
(Cotgr.), of similar form and meaning. 


cum kam L. cum with, as in cum div. with 
dividend. 


cumber ka:mbər tharass, overwhelm XIII 
(Cursor M.); burden, load xiv. prob. 
aphetic of facumber, ENCUMBER, but there 
are difficulties of chronology. Hence cu:m- 
bersome tobstructive, harassing XIV; in- 
conveniently bulky or heavy xvI ; see -SOME?. 
cu:mbrovus. xiv (Barbour, Maund.). 


Cumbrian ka:mbrion pert. to Cumber- 
land, England, or to its rocks, or to the 
ancient British kingdom of Cumbria. xvii. 
f. medL. Cumbria, f£. W. Cymry (cf. CYMRIC) 
=~ OW. *kombrogi, pl. of *kombrogos fellow 
countryman, f. *kom- coM-+ *mrog- (W. 
bro) region (cf. MARCH!, MARGIN); see -IAN. 


cummer, kimmer ka'mər, ki'mər god- 
mother xiv (R. Mannyng); female intimate 
XVI; woman XVIII. —(O)F. commère = Pr. 
comaire, Sp., It. comare = ecclL. com- 
mátrem, -máter; see COM-, MOTHER. From 
Xv1 only Sc. 


cummerbund k4:moiband waist-belt. xvii. 
— Hind. - Pers. kamarband ‘loin-band’. 


cummin, cumin ka4min plant cultivated 
in the Levant for its aromatic seed. XII. 
— OF. cumin, comin (whence Du. komijn) = 
Sp., It. comino :- L. cuminum — Gr. ktiminon, 
prob. of Semitic origin (cf. Heb. kammoón, 
Arab. kammin). Superseded OE. cymen 
(which would have yielded *kimmen) corr. 
to OHG. cumin, cumil (G. kümmel) - L. 


cumquat k4:mkwot small variety of orange. 
XVII. — Cantonese var. of Chinese kin kii 
‘gold orange’. 
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cumulate kjü'mjüleit heap up. xvi. 


f. 
pp. stem of L. cumulàáre, f. cumulus heap; 
see -ATE®, Socu:mulative. xvi1. cumulus 
kjü'mjülos heap, pile, accumulation XVII; 
(meteor.) cloud of rounded masses heaped 
one on the other x1x ; comb. form cu:mulo-, 
as in cumulo-stratus (L. Howard, 1803). 


cuneiform M kjü:niifaürm wedge-shaped, 


spec, of the elements of Assyrian and other 
inscriptions. XVII (cuneoform, cuneform). 
— F. cunéiforme or modL. cuneiformis, f. 
cuneus wedge (cf. COIN); see -FORM. 


cunning ka-nin tlearning, wisdom XIV; 


(arch.) ability, skill xtv (Ch.); skilful deceit, 
craftiness XVI. perh.= ON. kunnandi, f. 
kunna know (see CAN?). So cu'nning adj. 
tlearned x11; able, skilful x1v; crafty, artful 
xvi. = ON. kunnandi. Both words appear 
first in northerly texts, and in both the ON. 
suffix has been assim. to the native -ING; 
the adj. was prob. the earlier and the sb. 
perh. modelled on it rather than derived 
immed. from ON. Q There appears to be 
no historical contact with OE. cunning 
carnal knowledge, cunnung trial. 


cup kap small open drinking-vessel OE.; 


various transf. uses xIv. OE. cuppe 
-medL. cuppa, presumably differentiated 
var. of L. cápa tub, vat (whence F. cuve, 
etc.) ME. by-forms cupe, coupe, coppe, 
cope repr. partly OF. cupe, etc. (mod. coupe), 
but there was some blending with the 
descendant of OE. (late Nhb.) copp = 
MLG., Du. kop, OHG. chopf (MHG., G. 
kopf head). cupBoarD ka-baid Tsideboard 
(to hold cups, etc.) xiv; cabinet or closet 
with shelves for crockery, food, etc. XvI. 


cupel kjipol circular vessel for assaying 


gold and silver. xvil. orig.- F. coupelle 
= late L. cūpella, dim. of cüpa (see cuP); 
ult. assim. to the L. form. 


Cupid kjū'pid god of love; beautiful young 


boy. xiv. —L. Cupidé, personification of 
cupidó desire, f. cupere desire, long for. So 
cupidiTy kjuprditi inordinate desire for 
gain. xv. = F. cupidité or L. cupiditäs, f. 
cupidus eagerly desirous, f. cupere; see -ID, 
-ITY, and cf. CONCUPISCENCE, COVET. 


cupola kjū'pələ rounded dome xvi (in 


XVII-XVIII often -olo, -ulo, -elo); furnace for 
melting metals, orig. with a dome leading 
to the chimney xviir. = Ít. cupola (whence 
F. coupole) — late L. cūpula little cask, small 
burying-vault, dim. of cápa (see CUP). 


cupreous kjü':prios of copper. xvii. f. late L. 


cupreus, f. cubrum COPPER; see -EOUS. 


cupro- kjü'prou used as comb. form (see 


-0-) of late L. cuprum COPPER!. 


cur k51 watch-dog, shepherd’s dog; now 


always, low-bred dog. xiu (AncrR.). 
prob. orig. in cur-dog (which was formerly 
frequent XIII-XIX; the simple word is as 
early as Ch.), perh. f. ON. kurr grumbling, 
ace murmur, grumble, as if ‘growling 
og’. 


CURACAO 


CURLEW 





curaecao kjuorosou: liqueur flavoured with 

rind of bitter oranges. xix. — F. name of 
one of the Antilles that produces the 
oranges so used. 


curare kjurā'ri substance obtained from 
plants, used by S. Amer. Indians to poison 
arrows. XVIII. Also woorara (XVn), oorali, 
urali, urari, woorali, wourali (al xix). 


Macuchi. 


curassow kjuo‘resou gallinaceous bird of 

Central and S. America. XVII (corrosou, 
-eso). Anglicized sp. of Curagao; see 
CURACAO, 


curate kjuo:rot one having a cure of souls 
(now familiar only in ‘bishops and curates’ 
of the Book of Common Prayer) xiv (R. 
Rolle); assistant to a parish priest (in the 
Church of England and the R.C. Church 
in Ireland) xvi. —medL. ctirdtus, f. cira 
CURE!; see -ATE’. Hence curacy. XVII. 


curative kjuarativ pert. to the curing of 
disease XV; promoting cure XVII. =F. 
curatif, -1ve - medL.; see -ATIVE. 


curator kjuorertor Tone having a cure of 
souls xiv (PPl); guardian of a minor, 
lunatic, etc., xv (Lydg.) ; manager, governor, 
spec. as member of an academic body xvir. 
— AN. curatour — (O)F. curateur, or the 
source L. cürátór, -órem, agent-noun f. 
cürüre ; see CURE!, -ATOR. 


curb! kà3ib chain or strap passing under a 
horse's lower jaw and fastened to the 
branches of a bit. xv. Early forms courbe, 
corbe, prob. f. tcourbe, Tcorbe vb. bend, 
bow, curve (xiv) — (O)F. courber :- L. cur- 
väre CURVE. 


curb? kõrb enclosing framework or border. 
XVI. f. CURB}, See also KERB. 


curb? k5zb puta curb on (a horse); (hence) 
restrain, check. f. CURB}. 


curcuma  kéd-askjimo turmeric. XVII. 
- medL. or modL. - Arab. Rkurkum (Pers. 
karkam) = Skr. kunkuma™ saffron. 


curd k5id coagulated substance formed 
from milk. xiv (PPl). Late ME. erud(de), 
crod(de); the present metathesized form 
dates from xv; of unkn. origin, but Gael., 
(M)Ir. gruth curds, have been plausibly 
compared. Hence curd vb. curdle xiv 
(Trevisa, Wycl. Bible). cu:rdle form into 
curd(s). xvi (in pp. crudled, Spenser; 
cruddled, A.V., Job x 10); see -LE*. 


cure! kjuor A. fcare, charge, office XIII; 
spiritual charge, as of a parish xiv; B. 
(successful) medical treatment XIV (Gower). 
= (O)F. cure = Pr., Sp., It. cura = L. cūra 
- *koisd (cf. Pælignian cotsatens = L. 
cürauerunt, OL. coirauit). So cure vb. A. 
Ttake care or charge of xiv (PPL, Wycl. 
Bible); B. Ttreat medically; heal xiv (T're- 
visa, Wycl. Bible); preserve for keeping 
xvII. — (OJF. curer take care of, clean = Pr., 
Sp. curar, It. curare j= L, cüráre care for, 
cure, f. cūra. CWYABLE. XIV (Trevisa). 


= (O)F. or L. q The same base is repr. in 
accurate, curious, procure, secure. 
cure? kjuoar eccentric person. xix. Shorten- 
ing of CURIOUS; popularized by a music- 
hall song of 1862, with the chorus “The 
cure, the cure, the perfect cure’. 
curé kjuorrei, || kiire parish priest in a 
French-speaking country. xvi. F, = It. 
curato - medL. cürátus CURATE. 


curette kjure:t surgeon's small scraping 
instrument. XVIH. — F. curette, f. curer (see 
CURE!) in the sense ‘clear, cleanse'-l- -ETTE 
~ET. 

curfew k5ifju ringing of an evening bell 
for the covering or extinction of domestic 
fires in a town, camp, etc. ; also transf. and 
gen. XIL — ÀN. coeverfu, OF. cuevrefeu 
(mod. couvrefeu), f. tonic stem of couvrir: 
COVER--feu fire :—- L. focus hearth (see 
FOCAL). 

curia kjuo:rio (Rom. antiq.; see below) xvi 
(Holland); the Curia the Papal Court XIX. 
— L. cüria division of the Roman people, 
its place of assembly, (hence) senate; of 
unkn. origin, but, if repr. *kowiriyd, cf. 
Volscian couehriu, f. *ko- co-+ *wiro- man 
(see VIRILE). So cwriaL pert. to a (royal, 
papal, etc.) court. xv. - F.-L 

curio kjuo:riou curious or rare object of 
art. XIX. Shortening of curiosity, prob. 
suggested by the form of It. words, e.g. 
cameo, intaglio. 

curious kjuə'riəs A. fcareful, studious; 
Tingenious, skilled ; eager to know or learn ; 
B. fearefully or skilfully wrought xtv; 
finteresting XVII; exciting attention by 
being strange or odd xvi. = OF. curios 
(mod. curieux) = Pr. curios, Sp., It. curioso 
= L. cūriðsu-s (only in subjective sense) 
careful, assiduous, inquisitive, f. cuva care; 
see CURE!, -I0US. The objective sense (B) is 
found in F. in xiv (robes curieuses). So 
curiosiry -o'siti tcarefulness, attention 
XIV; eager desire to know, inquisitiveness 
xvi. —OF. curiouseté (mod. curiosité) = L. 


curl kō1l twist or form into ringlets. First 
recorded (xıv) in pp. crolled, crulled, ex- 
tended form with -ED of ME. crolle, crulle 
- MDu. krul (= MHG. krol) curly, prob. 
- *krusl-, and rel. to MLG. kris, MDu. 
kruis, MHG. krūs crisp, curly (G. kraus 
curled, fig. crabbed, sullen), of which the 
LG. form was the source of northern ME. 
cris irate, crabbed (still in mod. dial. 
crouse), bold, daring, brisk, lively. Hence 
curl sb. xvi (Sh.) ; whence cu:rly (see -v!) 
XVIII. 
curlew k3-iju fquail; wading bird with 
musical cry. xiv. ME. cor-, curlu(e) - (O)F. 
courlieu, var. of courlis (cf. Rum. corid, Ít. 
chiurlo, Pr. correli), orig. imit. of the bird's 
cry, but prob. assim. to OF. courliu courier, 
messenger, f. courre run (cf. CURRENT), lieu 
place += L. locus (cf. LocaL). By-forms 
Tcor-, curlure, -lowyr corr. to F. dial. 
corleru, etc. 
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CURLING 


curling kölin Sc. game played on the ice 
with large rounded stones which are hurled 
along towards a tee. XVII. perh. f. CURL 
with ref. to the motion given to the stone; 
see -ING!. Also cu:rlER! ; whence prob. curl 
vb. xvir. Cf. Flem. krullebol ‘curl-bowl’ 
wooden ball used in bolspel ‘bowl-play’. 


curmudgeon  kdima‘dzen ‘avaricious 
churlish fellow’ (J.). xvi (Stanyhurst, 
Nashe). Early vars. are cormogeon, cur- 
muggion, curre-megient; Holland’s corn- 
mudgin is an alteration for the nonce by 
assim. to corn to render L. frumentarius 
corn-dealer; of unkn. origin, as is also the 
rare syn. tcormullion (xv1). Q A remarkably 
similar form is seen in the personal name 
*Boselinus Curmegen' (Cartulary of Ramsey, 
temp. Henry I). 

currach  ka4':ro(y) (Sc. and Anglo-Ir.) 
small wicker boat. xv (currok). - Ir., Gael. 
currach boat ; cf. CORACLE. 


currant k4:ront dried fruit prepared from 
a dwarf seedless grape of the Levant; the 
name was transf. (xvi) to species of Ribes 
imported from N. Europe, which were 
popularly supposed to be the source of the 
Levantine currant. orig. (Xiv) in pl. phr. 
raysons of coraunce (see RAISIN) — AN. raisins 
de corauntz (cf. AL. racemi de corenc or 
coraunt), for OF. raisins de Corinthe grapes 
of Corinth, in Greece (their original place of 
export); later reduced to coraumce, corans, 
currans (surviving dial. as coll. pl); a sg. 
form coren, coran appear XVI, and currant 
XVII ; the final ¢ appears to have arisen from 
forms like corinthes, corints, cor(r)ants (xv1), 
which are due to direct assim. to Corinth. 


current ka-rant flowing XIII; in circulation 
or vogue XV ; in progress XVII. ME. cora(u)nt 
— OF. corant, prp. of courre :—- L. currere 
run, f. *gers- (cf. COURSE); see -ENT. Also 
sb. stream xiv (Wyclif); course, progress 
(of time, etc.) xv1 (Hooker); (electr.) xvii. 
Hence cu'rrENCY circulation, vogue XVII; 
medium of exchange XVIII. 


curricle ka-rikl two-wheeled carriage. 
XVIII. —L. curriculum racing-chariot, dim. 
f. currere (see prec.). In the orig. sense of 
‘course the L. word curriculum has 
been adopted (xix) for ‘course of study or 
training’ (orig. in Sc. universities). 
currier ka:rioi leather-dresser. xiv. ME. 
corier — OF. corier :- L. coridriu-s, f£. corium 
leather (cf. CUIRASS, EXCORIATE); see -ER?. 


curry! ka‘ri rub down with a comb and 
brush x111; dress (tanned leather) xv. — OF. 
correier arrange, equip, curry (a horse) = 
Pr. conrear arrange, Sp. correar prepare 
(wool) for use, It. corredare equip += CRom. 
*conrēdāre (cf. corroDY), modelled on 
Germ. *zar&0üjan, f. *ga- Y--r*raiüjo 
READY. Q The phr. curry favour seek to 
ingratiate oneself (thence, by extension, 
with other sbs., e.g. acquaintance, friends, 
pardon) xvi, was an etymologizing alteration 
of Tcurry favel (xiv), partial tr. of OF 


CURTANA 


estriller or torcher fauvel rub down the 
fallow or chestnut horse, which, for some 
obscure reason, was taken as a type of 
perfidy or duplicity (see esp. the OF. 
‘Roman de Fauvel’, 1310). Hence cu-rry- 
COMB. XVI (T'usser). 


curry? kai dish (esp. of rice) cooked with 
a preparation of turmeric. XVI (carriel), 
XVII (carree). — Tamil kari relish with rice, 
Canarese karil (whence Pg. caril). 


curse kóis utterance consigning an object 
to evil; formal ecclesiastical censure OE. ; 
evil inflicted by supernatural power xvi. 
Not worth a curse (XVIII) ;}see cuss! and cf. 
DAMN sb. Late OE. curs. Hence curse 
vb.; late OE. cursian. Of unkn. origin; it 
has been referred to Olr. ctirsagim I censure, 
chastise. 


cursitor k3-sto1 clerk of the Court of 
Chancery, whose office (abolished 1835) it 
was to make out writs de cursu, i.e. of 
common official course or routine. XVI. 
-legal AN. coursetour — medL. cursitor, f. 
cursus COURSE. 


cursive k5-isiv written in a ‘running’ (i.e. 
not formal) hand. xvui. —- medL. cursivus 
(in scriptura cursiva), f. curs-, pp. stem of 
currere run; see CURRENT, -IVE. 

cursory ks-3Isari passing rapidly or hur- 
riedly. XVII. — L. cursórius, f. cursor runner: 
see prec, and -oRv. So currsorily adv. 
XVi; after L. cursórié ; see -Ly*?. 


curt kıt short, shortened, brief, terse 
XVII; so brief as to be lacking in courtesy 
xix. =L, curtus cut short, mutilated, 
abridged, ppl. formation on IE. *kur-; see 
SHORT. 


curtail koaztei-] +dock; cut short. xvi. orig. 
curtal(l), f. tcurtal horse with docked tail, 
short cannon (xv)-F. courtault, -auld 
(mod. courtaud), f. court short (see CURT) 4- 
suffix -ald (of Germ. origin, earlier -wald, 
assoc. at an early date with TAIL. 


curtain k5-1tin piece of cloth suspended as 
a screen. XIII (Cursor M.). ME. cortine, 
curtine, later curtain(e), -ein(e), ~ OF. cortine 
(mod. courtine) = Sp., It. cortina, Rum. 
cortind :- late L. cortina, used in the Vulgate 
(Exodus xxvi 1) to render Gr. aulaía curtain 
(f. aulé court), as if it was regarded as a 
deriv. of L. co(ho)rt- couRT, whereas in 
classical L. it meant ‘cauldron’ and was 
hence applied to circular or arched objects. 
Curtain-raiser, tt. F. lever de rideau. Hence 
curtain vb. xii; cf. Anglo-L. cortindre. 


curtal-axe k3-iteleks cutlass. xvi. Altera- 
tion, by assim. to AXE, of Teurtelace (xvi), 
itself an alteration (by assimn. to court 
short) of coutelace CUTLASS. (Q Spenser has 
a further altered form curtaxe. 


curtana koiterno pointless sword used at 
English coronations. XIIL = Anglo-L. 
curtdna fem. (sc. spatha sword) - AN. 
curtain, OF. cortain name of Roland’s 
sword, so called because it had broken at 
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CURTILAGE 


the point when thrust into a block of steel, 
f. cort, curt short (see CURT). 


curtilage k3-itilid3 area attached to and 
enclosing a dwelling-house. xIv. - AN. 
curtilage, OF. co(t)rtillage, £. co(u)rtil small 
court (= Pr. cortil, It. cortile), f. cort COURT ; 
see -AGE. 


curts(e)y k3'itsi obeisance. XVI. var. of 
COURTESY, formerly used in various senses 
of this, but restricted since c. 1700. @The 
formerly common form curchy (XVII) re- 
mains dial. (cf. Burns’ ‘Holy Fair’ itt). 
Hence as vb. xvi. 

curule kjuo:rul epithet of a chair (orig. 
mounted on a chariot) used by the highest 
magistrates in ancient Rome. xvi (Holland). 
— L. curülis, f. currus chariot, f. currere run 
(cf. COURSE). 


curve k3iv Tcurved xv; sb. short for 

curve line XVII. — L. curvus, app. rel. to 
Gr. kurtós curved, and further to circus 
CIRCLE, coróna CROWN. So curve vb. XVIIL 
- L. curvare, Cf. CURB. CU'FVATURE. XV. 
- OF. or L. curvi- kà:1vi comb. form of L. 
curvus, as in curvilineal xvn, -linear xvii. 


curvet k5ive't special leap of a horse in 

the manège. xvi. ~ It. corvetta, dim. of 
corva, early form of curva curve i= L. curva, 
fem. of curvus: see prec. and -ET. Hence 
curve't vb. xvi (Sh.). 


cushat ka‘fot (dial.) wood-pigeon. OE. 
cuscute, -sc(e)ote, of unkn. origin. The 
present sp. (a modification of cuschate, XVI, 
Montgomerie) appears to be due to Burns 
and Scott. 


cushion ku:fon stuffed case of cloth, etc. 
used as a support in reclining, etc., XIV; 
various techn. uses since xvi. Two types 
are repr. in ME. by (i) quisshon, (ii) cushin 
— OF. (i) coissin, cuissin, (3i) cossin, cussin, 
(also mod.) coussin (whence Pr. coissin, Sp. 
cojin, lt. cuscino):- a Gallo-Rom. form 
based on L. culcita mattress, cushion; the 
somewhat earlier forms with qui- remained 
in full use till xvir; for the phonology cf. 
ambush, bushel, crush, usher. 


cushy ku'fi (sl.) easy, comfortable. XX 
(orig. used in the British army in India). 
f. Hind. (— Pers.) khüsh excellent, charming, 
healthy, happy+-y?. 


cusp kasp (astrol.) entrance of a house 
XVI; point, apex XVII. =L. cuspis, -id- 
point, pointed weapon. So cuspidate, 
-ated sharp-pointed. xvi. -— pp. of L. 
cuspiddre ; see -ATE?. 
cuspidor ka:spiddz (U.S.) spittoon. xviII. 
~ Pg. cuspidor spitter, f. cuspir spit = *con- 
spuire, for L. conspuere, f. com CON- (inten- 
sive)--spuere spit (see SPEW). 
cuss! kas. xix (orig. U.S.) vulgar disguising 
of cuRSE; for the loss of x cf. bust burst, 
fust first. So cussed ka:sid pp. used as 
adj. : 
cuss’ kas (sl. person or thing regarded as 


CUTCHA 


an affliction or a nuisance; (humorously) 
fellow, chap. XVIII. prob. orig. identical 
with cuss!, but later regarded as short for 
customer (cf. CHAP?, COVE?). 


custard kastoid Topen meat or fruit pie, 
thickened with eggs, etc. xv; dish or sweet 
made from eggs beaten up with milk xvi. 
In early recipes varying with tcerustade, 
also Terustarde - AN. *crustade, f. cruste, 
OF. crouste CRUST ; see -ADE. 


custody ka:stadi safe-keeping xv; keeping 
of an officer of justice xvi. — L. custodia, 
f. custod-, custós guardian, keeper; see -y?. 
Hence custodian kastou'dion. XVII; 
after guardian. 


custom  k4'stom habitual practice XII; 
established usage; tribute, impost xIv; busi- 
ness patronage. — OF. custome, co(u)stume 
(mod. coutume) :- *costumne, for *costudne 
fL. consuétüdinem, -iüudó, f. consuéscere 
accustom, accustom oneself, f. com coN--4- 
suéscere become accustomed, f. sui g. sg. 
of refl. pron. ‘oneself’? (cf. Skr. svadhă 
habit, custom, Gr. eíótha was accustomed 
*- *sestwüdha); see CONSUETUDINARY, COS- 
TUME. So cu'stomany liable to customs or 
dues, holding by custom xv1; accustomed 
xvil (Sh.). -medL. custumdrius, f. custuma, 
~ AN. custume; superseding tceustomable 
(xiv) - OF. customable. customer Tcus- 
tomary tenant; Tcollector of customs XIV; 
customary purchaser xv; (colloq.) person 
(to have to do with) xvi. orig. = AN. 
custumer, medL. custumárius ; in some senses 
newly f. customary ; see -ERÍ. 


custos k^4stos keeper, guardian. xv (pl. 
custoses). L. custós; cf. cUsTODY. 


custumal k4':stjumol collection of customs 
of a city, etc. XVI. —- medL. custumüàle, n. of 
custumülis, f. custuma — OF. custome CUSTOM ; 
see -AL}, 


cut! kat lot, in phr. draw cuts formerly cut. 

xii (Cursor M.). Of unkn. origin; the 
absence of variation in the vowel in the 
earliest usage, and the chronological evi- 
dence, are against identification with CUT? 
vb. and sb. 


cut? kat make a way with an edged instru- 
ment into (an object). x111 (La3., later text; 
Havelok). The early dial. vars. cutte, kitte, 
kette point to an OE. *cyttan, f. *kut- (cf. 
Norw. kutte, Icel. kuta cut with a little 
knife, kuti sb. little blunt knife). Hence cut 
sb. xvr. Q The obscure phr. tkeep (one’s) 
cut is earlier (xIv), but it is doubtful whether 
it involves the same word. 


cutaneous kjūtei'niəs of the skin. xvi. 
— modL. cutáneus, f. cutís skin; see HIDE}, 
-AN, -EOUS. 


cutch katf catechu. xvii (cotch). 
kachu. 


cutcha ka‘tf/a temporary, makeshift; sb. 
Pd brick, XiX. ~= Hindi hachcha raw, 
crude. 


- Malay 
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CUTCHER(R)Y 


CYCLOPEDIA 





cutcher(r)y  kat[eri, kat[ori business 
office. xvil. - Hindi kachachri, kachéri. 


cute kjüt clever xviii; (U.S.) attractive 


added to some words ending in f£, as bank- 
ruptcy, baronetcy, paramountcy; cf. the 
variation idiocy/idiotcy. 


XIX. Aphetic of ACUTE. cyan(o)- sai-an(ou), saiz-n(ou) comb. form 


Cuthbert ka‘pboit the OE. name Cáp- 
beorht (cup famous, beorht BRIGHT), notable 
as the name of a great Northumbrian saint 
(d. 687), which appears in (St.) Cuthbert’s 
beads detached and perforated joints of 
encrinites found in Northumbria (xvii), 
and (St.) Cuthbert’s duck, Cuthbert duck 
eider duck, which breeds on the Farne 
Islands xvii (cf. avis beati Cuthberti x11 and 


of Gr. ktianos dark-blue mineral, kudneos 
dark-blue, in designations of certain bluish 
salts and minerals, as cya'noGEN - F. 
cyanogéne (Gay-Lussac, 1815); so named 
from its entering into the composition of 
Prussian blue. So cya'nic, cy:anide, etc. So 
cyano:sis (path.) blueness of the skin. XIX. 
- modL., - Gr. kudnósis dark-blue colour. 
Hence cy:anosed affected with cyanosis. 


Cuthbert doun xiv). Cf. cupBEAR, cuppv?, | Cybernetics saibaine:tiks theory of control 


cuticle  kjü'tikl epidermis. xvi. =L. 
cuticula, dim. of cutis; see CUTANEOUS. 


and communication in the animal or the 
machine. xx. f. Gr. kubernétés steersman, f. 
kuberndn steer, GOVERN; see -ICS. 


cutlass ka-tles short broad-bladed sword. | cycad sai‘ked (bot.) palm-like plant of the 


xvi. — F. coutelas, corr. to It. coltellaccio, 
repr. Rom. *cultelldceum, f. L. cultellus, 
dim. of culter COULTER. Perverted to tcut- 
leax, Tcuttleaxe, cutlash, CURTAL-AXE. 


cutler ka'tlər maker of or dealer in knives. 
XIV (le cotiler, la cutiller occur as personal 
designations x11), -AN. cotillere, (O)F. 
coutelier, f. coutel (mod. couteau) knife += 


genus Cycas. XIX. — modL. cycad-, cycas 
= spurious Gr. kúkas, scribal error in 
Theophrastus for kóikas, acc. pl. of kóix 
Egyptian doum-palm ; see -Ap!. 


cyclamen siklomen (plant of a) genus of 


Primulacez. xvi. - medL. cyclamen, for 
L. cyclaminos, -on — Gr. kukláminos, perh. 
f. kúklos circle, CYCLE, ref. its bulbous roots. 


L. cultellu-s, dim. of culter COULTER; see | cycle saiki recurrent period of years xiv 


-ER?, So cutlery. xiv. — (O)F. coutellerie. 


cutlet ka:tlit slice of meat, esp. from the 
short ribs. xvin. ~ F. côtelette, OF. coste- 
lette, dim. of coste (mod. côte) rib :— L. costa ; 
assim, to CUT sb. (s.v. CUT?) and -LET. 


cutter ka‘tar ship’s rowing and sailing 
boat; small one-mast vessel sloop-rigged 
XVIII. perh. f. CUT?+-ER!; but deriv. from 
Indo-Pg. catur (xvi) narrow vessel cannot 
be excluded. 


(only occas. before xvir); recurrent succes- 
sion of things XVII; series of poems, etc., 
relating to a central event or epoch (after 
Gr. ó émuós kóxAos the epic cycle, scil. of 
poems written to supplement Homer) xix. 
— EF. cycle or late L. cyclus = Gr. kúklos circle 
(see WHEEL). As a form generalized from 
bicycle, tricycle, to include all machines of 
the kind xix (whence cy:clisT), it is prop. 
a separate word. So cyclic srklik. xvirr. 
—- F. cyclique or L. cyclicus or Gr. kuklikós. 


cuttle kath now usu. cuttle-fish (xvi), cyclo- sarklou, saiklo: comb. form of Gr. 


cephalopod of the genus Sepia, which ejects 
a black fluid from a sac. Late OE. cudele, 
ME. (xv) codel, corr. to OL Frankish cudele, 
Norw. dial. kaule (:—- *kodle), f. base of cop!, 
with allusion to its ink-bag. Forms with 
orig. -d- remain dial. ; the unexpl. change to 
-t- appears xv (cotul); a by-form scuttle is 
found from xvi. 


cutty k^4ti (Sc. and north.) cut short, 
stumpy, as in cutty pipe, cutty sark (Burns); 
also sb. xvir.. f. cut, pp. of cuT?-4- -v$, 


cwt symbol for hundredweight, c standing 
for L. centum HUNDRED, t. for WEIGHT; 


kiüklos CYCLE, in: (i) scientific terms denot- 
ing circular or coiled forms or parts, e.g. 
cyclostormatous, cyclo-stomous having a round 
sucking mouth, as the lamprey, (ii) names 
of inventions having circular parts or con- 
cerned with circles, e.g. cyclo-meter, instru- 
ment for measuring arcs, apparatus for regi- 
stering distance traversed by a vehicle. x1x. 


cyclone saiskloun orig. storm in which the 


wind takes a circular course (H. Piddington, 
1848); (hence) tornado; system of rotating 
winds. prob. intended to repr. Gr. kukloma 
wheel, coil of a snake, f. Rkuklos CYCLE; 
cyclome occurs as an early variant. 


formerly simply c or C. cyclopzdia  saiklóprdio. xvir. Clipped 


“cy si suffix corr. to F. -tie, T-cie, originat- 
ing in L. -cia, -tia, Gr. -kid, -keíá, -tíá, -teía, 
f, -k-, -t--+-id, etc. -v?; occurs chiefly in 
-ACY, -ANCY, -ENCY, -CRACY, -MANCY. On 
the model of prophet/prophecy was formed 
idiocy from idiot, and thence secrecy from 
secret. ‘The correspondence of agent and 
agency and consequently of lieutenant and 
lieutenancy gave rise, through phonetic 
proximity, to captaincy, chaplaincy, from 
captain, chaplain, whence, by further exten- 
tion, colonelcy from colonel. ‘The suffix is 
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form of ENCYCLOPAEDIA (in Gr. form in the 
title of ‘Lucubrationes vel potius absolutis- 
sime  xvkAomatóc(a! by Joachim Fortius 
Ringelbergius, 1541), perh. intended to 
express more obviously the notion ‘circle 
of learning’: but the result is an etymo- 
logically meaningless word, and it is stig- 
matized as an inferior form by G. J. Vossius 
in ‘De vitiis sermonis’ 1645. As the title of 
an English work it appears first in Ephraim 
Chambers’s ‘Cyclopedia, or General Dic- 
tionary of Arts and Sciences’ 1728, 


CYCLOPS 


Cyclops sarklops (Gr. myth.) one of a 
race of one-eyed giants. xv.— L. Cyclóps 
- Gr. Kukléps ‘round-eyed’, f. kuklos (see 
CYCLE)+6ps EYE. In F. Cyclope, Sp., It. 
Ciclope, whence Eng. Cyclop sg. (xvi). So 
Cyclopr:aN, Cyclo: piaxv. xvii. f. L. Cyclo- 
peus - Gr. Kuklópeios and L. Cyclópius - Gr. 
Kuklópios. 


cyder var. of CIDER. 


cygnet sLrgnit young swan. XV (signett). 
prob. = AN. *eignet, f. OF. cigne (mod. 
cygne), latinized form of earlier fci(s)ne = 
Sp. cisne, Olt. cecino, cecero :- medL. 
(Rom.) cicinus, for L. cycnus (in late MSS. 
cygnus) — Gr. küknos ; see -ET. 


cylinder srlindoj roller-shaped figure or 
body. xvi. - L. cylindrus - Gr. khülindros 
roller, f. kulindein roll. So cylindrica. 
XVII. f. modL. cylindricus = Gr. kulindrikós. 


cyma sai-me (archit.) moulding of cornice. 
XVI. -modL. cyma- Gr. káma billow, 
wave, waved moulding, f. kuein be pregnant, 
f. *ku- be curved, swell. Also cymatium 
simei‘fiom. xvi.  —-L. cymattum —- Gr. 
kiimdtion. cymar simàu woman's light 
undergarment xvII (Dryden) ; chimere xvii. 
var. of SIMAR. 


cymbal simbol (mus.) one of a pair of 

metal plates which are clashed together. 
xIv (symbal) —-(O)F. cymbale - L. cym- 
balum —- Gr. kiímbalon, f. kimbé cup, hollow 
vessel. Q The L. word was adopted in OE. 
as cimbal, but this did not survive; see, 
however, CHIME}, 


cyme saim (bot.) kind of inflorescence. 
XVIII. — F. cyme, var. of cime summit, top 
:—- *czna, pop. form of L. cyma ~ Gr. küma 
in the special sense of young cabbage- 
sprout (see CYMA). 


Cymric ki'mrik pert. to the Welsh or 
their language. xix. f. W. Cymru Wales, 
Cymry the Welsh (:- *kombrogi fellow- 
countrymen, f. coM-; cf. Allobroges men of 
another country), CUMBRIAN ; see -IC. 

cynegetic sainidze‘tik relating to hunting. 
— Gr. Rkunégetikós, f. kunégétes hunter, f. 
kun-, ktién dog (HOUND)-+hégétés leader; 
see HEGEMONY, -IC. 

cynic si'nik sect of ascetic philosophers in 
ancient Greece; sneering critic. xvi. —L. 
cynicus = Gr. kunikéds dog-like, currish, 
churlish, Cynic (the application being de- 
rived from the gymnasium (Kuvécapyes) 
where they taught or from certain dog-like 
qualities), f. kun-, kúðn dog (HOUND); see 
-Ic. So Cy'nICAL. XVI. cynicısM. XVII 
(Sir T. Browne; once before xix, when it 
was preceded by cynism = F. cynisme = late 
L. cynismus = Gr. kunismós). 


cynocephalus  sainouse:foales  dog-faced 
baboon. xvi. —-L.- Gr. kunoképhalos, f. 
kuno-, kión dog (HounpD)+kephalé head 
(cf. CEPHALIC). 

cynosure sarnófuor, srnó-, -3uo1 con- 
stellation Ursa Minor; ‘guiding star’ XVI; 





cytisus siʻtisəs 


CZECH 


centre of interest XVII. (Also in L. form 
XVI-XVII). = F. cynosure or L. cynosūra 
— Gr. kunósoura, f. kunós, g. of kúön dog 
(HOUND) + ourd tail (cf. ARSE). 


cypher see CIPHER. 


cy pres si prei (leg.) as nearly as possible. 
Law-F. sp. (xv) of F. sz prés 'as near! (L. sic, 
pressé closely, concisely, exactly; cf. It. 
presso near). 


cypress! saitpras dark-foliaged coniferous 
tree. XIII (Cursor M.). ME. cipres (assim. 
later to L.) - OF. cipres (mod. cyprés) — 
Pr. cypres, It. cipresso — late L. cypressus 
~ Gr. kupdrissos, of alien origin. 


cypress? sarpros name of several textile 

fabrics, (in later use) a lawn or crape. XIV. 
— AN. cipres, cypres, a use of OF. Cipre, 
Cypre (now Chypre) the island of Cyprus, 
from which various fabrics were brought 
during and after the Crusades. 


Cyprian srprion of Cyprus; (transf.) 
licentious, lewd. xvi. f. L. Cyprius of 
Cyprus, island of the Mediterranean, 


famous in ancient times for the worship of 
Aphrodite or Venus (called Cypria, Cypris); 
see -IAN. So Cypriot, -ote  srpriot, 
-out inhabitant of Cyprus. XVII. = Gr. 
Kupriótés. See -OT?, -OTE. 

Cyrillic siri'lik of the alphabet used by Sla- 
vonic peoples in the Eastern Church, the in- 
vention of which is traditionally attributed to 
the Greek missionary Cyril (1x). XIX ; see -IC. 


cyst sist sac, esp. of morbid matter. XVIII. 
- modL. cystis (formerly used in Eng.) 
~ Gr. kiistis bladder, rel. to various words 
denoting ‘hole’, ‘cavity’, ‘convexity’. So 
cysti- sisti comb. form of Gr. kuistis, 
cy:sto- comb. form of Gr. Rüsté bladder. 


fodder plant of ancient 
writers ; Linnzean leguminous genus (broom, 
laburnum, etc.). xvi. L.-— Gr. Kkütisos. 


czar, tzar, tsar zai, tsüi emperor of 
Russia. xvi (Eden, G. Fletcher). — Russian 
tsar’ (= Bulg., Serb., Pol. tsar) :— *tsisari 
:— OSI. tsésaríi, ult. repr. L. CÆSAR through 
the medium of Germ., in which the word 
meant ‘emperor’ (cf. OLG. késar, OHG. 
keisar, ON. keysari, Goth. kaisar; whence 
Finnish keisari). The sp. cz-, which is non- 
Slavonic, is due to Herberstein, ‘Rerum 
Muscovitarum Commentarii’, 1549, the 
chief early authority on Russia in Western 
Europe. So czarevitch zā--, tsā'rivitf, 
Russ. tsarē'vitf czar’s son; the eldest son 
had the differentiated title CESAREVITCH. 
czarevna zāre'vnə daughter of a czar. 
XIX. czarina zārī'nə czars wife. XVIII. 
— It, Sp. czarina, zarina (= F. czarine) 
— G. (c)zarin, f. czar + native fem. suffix -in 
as in königin queen; the Russ. title was 
tsarítsa, which was in Eng. use from xvirrr. 


Czech tfek Polish sp. of the native name 


Cech of the people of Bohemia (Czech 
Cechy, adj. Cesk). xix. Cf. F. tchéque, G. 
Tscheche, tschechisch. 
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dab! deb (dial.) strike with a sharp blow 

XIV; strike with soft pressure xvi. Rare 
before xvi, when there may have been a 
fresh formation, but perh. in continuous 
dial. or collog. use from early times; of 
imit. origin, but cf. DABBLE. 


dab? deb small flatfish. xv. Of unkn. origin. 


dab? deb adept, expert. xvii. Of unkn. 
origin. Hence synon. da:bsrER. xvirr. 
dabble dzbl make or become wet by 
splashing or dipping. xvi. = Du. tdabbelen, 
or f. DAB!++ -LE?, 


dabchick dz-btfik little grebe. xvi. The 
early forms dap-, dopchick, and (later) dip- 
chick suggest connexion with OE. dufe|doppa 
*pelicanus', ME. doue|doppe, dyve|dap (later 
divedopper, -dapper), OE. dop|ened, dop| fugol 
moorhen, and hence with the base *deup- 
*dup- (see DEEP, DIP). 

daboya doboio large East Indian viper. 
xIx. — Hindi daboyd ‘lurker’, f. dabná lurk. 

dabster de:bstox see DAB?. 

da capo da kà:pou (mus.) direction to re- 
peat from a certain point. xvii. It., da 
from (:- Rom. *dé à), capo beginning (:—- 
Rom. *capum, for L. caput head ; see CHIEF). 

dace deis small fresh-water fish, Leuciscus 
vulgaris. Xv (darce, darse, dace). — OF. dars, 
nom. of dart dace (identical with DART), 
whence also tdare (xiv-xvir). For the loss 
of r cf. BAssl. 


dachshund dæ'kshund German short- 
legged long-bodied dog. XIX. —G., lit. 
*badger-dog', so called from its shape. 

dacoit dokort class of robber in India and 
Burma. xix. - Hindi dakait, orig. dékait, 
f. dákà gang-robbery :- Skr. dashtaka com- 
pressed, crowded. 


dactyl dektil date (fruit); (pros.) the 
foot ~~. xiv. ~ L. dactylus — Gr. ddkiulos 
finger, date, dactyl (so called from its three 
fjoints). So dacty-lic. xvi. - L.- Gr. 

dad ded (colloq.) father; also da:ddy (see 
-y®) xvi; da:d(d)a xvir; in early Sc. dade, 
daid, dadie (xvi). Cf. the series bab, babby, 
baby, baba and mam, mammy, mam(m)a, and 
synon. Gr. táta Skr. tatás, W. tad, etc.; 
perh. of infantile origin. 


dado deidou cubical block of a pedestal] 
XVII (Evelyn); lining along the lower part 
of a wall xvii. = It. dado die, cube (= Pr. 
dat, OF. det, mod. dé DIE’). 


dzdal di-dal skilful; varied. xvi (Spenser). 

—L. daedalus —- Gr. daidalos skilful, varie- 
gated (whence Dzdalus 'the cunning one’, 
name of the mythical constructor of the 
Cretan labyrinth). So dædaliAN, -EAN 
dīdei'liən. xvir. f. L. deedalius, Gr. daiddleos 
cunningly wrought. 


dzemon(ic) see DEMON, DEMONIC. 


daff def tput off; (arch.) turn aside. xvi 
(Sh.). var. of DOFF. 


daffodil dz-fodil Tasphodel; plant of the 
genus Narcissus; Lent lily, Narcissus 
pseudonarcissus. XIV.  Alteration (with 
unexpl. d-) of Taffodil (xv-xvii) - medL. 
affodillus, prob. a book-perversion of *asfo- 
dillus, var. (simulating a dim. formation) of 
late L. asphodelus, -tlus- Gr. asphddelos 
ASPHODEL. @ Evidence is lacking for a pro- 
posed deriv. from Du. de affodil the daffodil ; 
but Cotgr. s.v. Affrodille has Th’ Affodill. 
The extended forms daffodilly, daffadown- 
dilly date from XVI. 


daffy dæ'fi children’s medicine to which 
gin was often added; (hence) gin. XIx. orig. 
Daffy’s elixir (xviii), named after Thomas 
Daffy, an English clergyman (xvir). 


daft dàft Tmild, meek xim; stupid xiv; 
crazy xvI. ME. daffte (Orm), repr. OE. 
gedafte mild, gentle, meek :— Germ. 
*zadaftjaz, f. *zadafti, f. stem *dab- of 
Goth. gadaban become, be fit (cf. OE. 
gedaftliée fitly, suitably, gedæftan make fit, 
prepare). The transition to the sense 
‘stupid’ may have been assisted by ME. 
Tdaff (of unkn. origin) simpleton, fool; but 
cf. the development of silly. See DEFT. 


dag! dæg (hist.) heavy pistol or hand-gun. 
XVI. Of unkn. origin; in earliest use Sc. 

dag? deg (dial, sl.) feat of skill, esp. in 
doing (one's) dags. XIX. prob. alteration of 
(Sc. and north.) darg task, earlier dawark 
(xv), daurk (xviii), contr. of daywark, etc., 
OE. dagweorc (DAY, WORK). 


dagesh da-géf dot placed within a Heb. 
letter. xvi. — med. Heb. daghésh, f. Syriac 
d'ghash prick. 

dagger dez‘goi short sword-like weapon for 
thrusting and stabbing. xiv (dagge-re, 
da:ggere, Ch.). Has the form of an agent- 
noun in -ER!, and perh. f. ME. dagge (x1v) 
pierce, stab; but infl. by (O)F. dague (x111} 
— Pr. or It. daga, which has been referred to 
Rom. *daca ‘Dacian knife’, sb. use of fem. 
of Dacus Dacian. 


dago dei:gou American Spaniard ; Southern 

Latin. xix. Earlier form dego (1832); 
alteration of Diego, Sp. equivalent of the 
name JAMzs. Cf. Dandego, 1.e. Don Diego, 
and Diego for ‘Spaniard’ (xvir, Dekker). 


dagoba dā'gobə Buddhist monument con- 
taining relics. XIX. --Sinhalese dágaba :— 
Pah dhátugabbha :- Skr.  dhátugarbha, f. 
dhátu ashes, relics of a body 4- gárbha inner 
chamber. 

daguerreotype dzge‘rotaip one of the 
earliest photographic processes. XIX. ~ F. 
daguerréotype, f. name of Louis-Jacques- 
Mandé Daguerre (1789-1851) the inventor ; 
see -O- and TYPE. 
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dahabeeya dahabijo sailing-boat of the 
Nile. xix. - Arab. dahabiyah lit. ‘the 
golden’ (f. dahab gold), name of the gilded 


state barge of the Moslem rulers of Egypt. 


dahlia deilia genus of showy composite 
plants. xix. Named i791 in honour of 
Andreas Dahl, Swedish botanist, a pupil of 
Linnzus; see -IA!. 


daily see DAY. 


dainty dei-nti T honour, esteem; Tliking, 
pleasure; choice or delightful thing, deli- 
cacy. XII. — AN. dainté, OF. daintié, deintié 
:= L. dignitãätem, nom. -tás worthiness, 
worth, beauty, DIGNITY. Hence dainty 
adj. Tchoice, excellent; pleasing to the 
taste, of delicate beauty xiv ; fastidious XVI; 
for the sense cf. mice, and for the adj. use of 
the sb. cf. choice, plenty. 


dairy devri place for treating milk and its 
products. x11. ME. deierie, dayerie, f. deie, 
daye female servant, (later) farm servant, 
dairy-woman :- OE. d&ge kneader of bread 
= ON. deigja :- Germ. *daizjün, f. base of 
Goth. deigan (pt. daig, digun, pp. digan) 
knead, whence also Goth. daigs, OE. dah 
DOUGH, and the second el. of OE. hizfdige 
LADY. See -RY. 

dais deis, deiis thigh table in a hall; raised 
platform for this. xni. ME. deis = OF. deis 
(mod. dats, from Picard dial.) = Pr. desc, 
It. desco s- L. discu-s quoit, DISH, DISC, in 
medL. table. Obsolete in Eng. use before 
1600, but surviving in Sc. in the sense 
‘bench against a wall, settle, pew’; the 
present Eng. use is due to revival by anti- 
quarian and historical writers since 1800. 
The disyllabic pronunc, is based on an inter- 
pretation of the written word, and is due in 
part to the notion that it is Greek. 


daisy deizi composite plant, Bellis peren- 
nis. OE. dexges éage ‘day’s eye’; so named 
from its covering the yellow disk in the 
evening and disclosing it in the morning. 


dak see DAWK. 


dal dal kind of pulse. xvr - Hindi dal 
split pulse :- Skr. dala, f. dal split. 


dale deil valley. OE. dal n., g. dzles, nom. 
pl. dalu, corr. to OF ris. del, OS. (Du.) dal, 
OHG. tal m. and n. (G. tal n.), ON. dalr m., 
Goth. dals m. or dal n. :- CGerm. *dalam, 
*dalaz, the relations of which are doubtful. 
Reinforced in ME. from ON. The present 
form derives from OE. obl. cases (cf. whale). 


dally deli talk lightly xiv; sport, esp. 
amorously xv; trifle, spend time idly xvi. 
- OF. dalier converse, chat (frequent in 
AN.), of unkn. origin. Hence da‘lliance 
talk; sport, amorous play xIv; frivolous 
action XVI. 


dalmatic delmza-tik (eccl) wide-sleeved 

tunic slit up the sides. xv. —(O)F. dal- 
matique or late L. dalmatica, sb. use (sc. vestis 
robe, prop. made of Dalmatian wool) of 
Dalmaticus pert. to Dalmatia; see -Ic. 


Daltonism dé:ltanizm  colour-blindness. 
xix. — F. daltonisme (P. Prevost, of Geneva), 
f. name of John Dalton (1766-1 844), English 
chemist, who was afflicted with this; see 
-ISM. 


dam! dem barrier checking the down- 
ward flow of water, expanse of water thus 
held up xır (in mulnedam ‘mill-dam’; Sc. 
damldik xur. -(M)LG., (M)Du. dam 
(whence Icel. dammr, etc.) = OF ris. dam, 
dom, MHG. tam (G. damm from LG.), 
f. a base repr. also by OE. for|demman (ME. 
demme), OFris. demmen, Goth. faur|dammjan 
dam up, close up ; of doubtful origin. Hence 
dam vb. xvi. 


dam? dem fdame, lady x11; female 
parent xiv. var. of DAME, due to lack of 
stress. 


damage dz-mid3 (arch.) loss, detriment; 
injury, harm xIv; money value of something 
lost xv. - OF. damage (mod. dommage), 
f. dam, damme loss, damage, prejudice 
(:- Pr. dan, Sp. dafio, It. danno, Rum. daund) 
— L. damnum loss, hurt; see DAMN and -AGE. 
So da-mage vb. xiv. — OF. damagier. 


damascene demosrn pert. to the city of 
Damascus, capital of Ceele-Syria, famous 
for its steel and its silk fabrics; also sb. 
xiv. —- L. Damascénus — Gr. Damaskénós, f. 
Damaskós — Semitic name (Heb. Dameseg, 
Arab. Dimashq). Hence damasce-ne vb. 
ornament (steel) by inlaying XIX; earlier 
(xv1) in the form damaskine, later -keen = F. 
damasquiner, f. damasquin — It. damaschino. 
Cf. next and DAMSON. 


damask dæ'məsk in various names of 
natural and artificial products reputed to 
derive from Damascus (see prec.); orig. 
attrib. uses of the name (in ME. Damaske), 
in some uses absol. as sb., e.g. damask (cloth) 
xiv; damask plum (L. prunum Damasci), 
damask rose xVi; tdamask water (cf. medL. 
aqua rosata de Damasco); damask (steel) 
xvil; the colour of the damask rose xvI 
(Sh.). Cf. F. damas (orig. drap de damas) 
silk stuff, steel blade, It. dam(m)asco, dom- 
masco silk, Sp. damasco silk, Brussels 
apricot, DAMSON, Du., G. damast. Œ Bal- 
dacchino and muslin are also derived from 
Arabic place-names. 


dame deim female head or superior; 
as a form of address or title; Tmother, dam 
XIII; (arch., dial.) lady of the house xiv; 
— (O)F. dame, earlier Tdamme — Pr. domna, 
Sp. dueña (see DUENNA), doña (see DONA), 
Pg. dona, lt. donna Rum. doamnd = L. 
domina fem. corr. to dominus lord (cf. DAN, 
Dom}, DON?). 


dammar dæm'aər resin of the East Indies, 
etc. xvii. — Malay damar. 


damn dæm tcondemn xur (Cursor M.); 
doom to eternal perdition XIy ; (in impreca- 
tions) xvI. —(O)F. damner (= Pr. damnar, 
Sp. dañar, It. dannare) - L. damnare orig. 
inflict loss upon, f. damnum loss, damage, 
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expenditure. Cf. CONDEMN. The oath God 
damn ! is preserved in F, godon Englishman 
(Tgoddem xv). The int. damme demi, 
also tdammee, tdammy (xvir), is for (God) 
damn me. Hence damn sb. the imprecation 
‘damn !’ xvir; not to care a damn, not worth 
a damn (cf. curse similarly used) xviir. dam- 
MABLE dæ'mnəbl xiv (R. Mannyng, R. 
Rolle, Wyclif ; rare before xvi). - (O)F. —late 
L. damna:TioN. xir (Cursor M.). - (O)F. 
—L. damnaronv? de-mnotori condemna- 
tory XVII; consigning to damnation XVIII. 


damned dæmd in imprecatory use XVI; in 
clipped form damn from XVIII; damn all, 
nothing (xx). 


Damnonian dæmnou'niən pert. to (the 
ancient inhabitants of) Devon and Corn- 
wall. xix. f. L. Damnonii, var. of Dumnonii 
(see DEVONIAN). 


damp dezemp vapour, (noxious) gas (sur- 
viving in choke-damp, fire-damp) xiv; fog, 
mist; humidity; depression, discourage- 
ment, fstupor xvi. - (M)LG. damp vapour, 
steam, smoke (so in modDu.) = (O)HG. 
dampf steam; rel. to OHG. dempfan (G. 
dämpfen) cause to smoke, smother, suffo- 
cate — OS. bi|thempian; f£. Germ. *bamp-, of 
which the var. *5ump- appears to be repr. by 
(O)HG. duft (:- *bunft) vapour, odour, 
(earlier) dust, cloud, dew, frost. Hence 
damp adj. ¢dazed xvi (Greene); tnoxious 
(Milton); slightly wet xviir; so Fris. damp. 
damp vb. xiv. da-mpen XVII; see -ENř. 


damsel dæ'mzəl young unmarried lady 
XIII; young unmarried woman (without 
implication of rank or respect) xiv; female 
attendant xiv. ME. dameisele, damisel - OF. 
dameisele, damisele (mod. demoiselle), altera- 
tion (after dame) of danzele, donsele — Pr. 
donsela (whence Sp. doncella, It. donzella) 
:- Gallo-Rom. *dominicella, dim. of domina 
lady, DAME. The arch. var. damosel, -zel 
da*mozel is a later form (XVI-XVII, and 
poet. in XIX) of damoisel — arch. F. damoiselle. 


damson dæ'mzən small blackish plum, 
Prunus communis or domestica. XIV. ME. 
dama(s)cene, damesene — L. damascénum (sc. 
prunum) plum of Damascus (see DAMA- 
SCENE); cf. G. damaszenerpflaume. 


Dan den master (title); esp. latterly in Dan 
Chaucer, after Spenser. xiv (R. Mannyng). 
— OF. dan (nom. dans, danz), also dam 
(whence ME. tdam, damp), mod. dom = 
Pr. don, dompn, Sp. don (see DoN?), It. donno 
+= L. dominu-s master, lord (cf. DOMINI- 
CAL). 


dance dans leap, hop, or glide with 

measured steps. XIII. ~ OF. dancer, (also 
mod.) danser = Pr. dansar, Sp. danzar, 
It. danzare:- Rom. *dansáre, of unkn. 
origin. So dance sb. xin. - OF. dance, 
(also mod.) danse, f. the vb. 


dancetté di: nseti (her.) deeply indented. 
xvi Alteration of F. danché, denché, 


earlier tdansié :~ late L. *denticatus, f. dent-, 
déns TOOTH. 


dandelion daendiloron composite plant, 
Leontodon 'laraxacum. xv dent de lyon, 
— F. dent-de-lion, rendering medL. déns 
leGnis ‘lion’s tooth’; so called from the 
toothed leaves. 


dander dz‘ndazr (U.S. and dial.) ruffled 
temper. XIX. perh. fig. use of dander fer- 
ment in working molasses, var. of DUNDER. 


Dandie Dinmont da: ndi drnmont terrier 
from the Scottish Border. xix. Name of 
a character in Walter Scott's 'Guy Manner- 
ing? (ch. xxii ‘Dandy Dinmont’s Pepper 
and Mustard Terriers’). 

dandiprat dze-ndipret Tsmall coin ; (arch.) 
insignificant fellow; young urchin. xvi. 
Of unkn. origin. 


dandle dz:ndl toss (a child) lightly up and 
down. xvi. Of unkn. origin; presumably 
f. a symbolic base *dand- *dond- denoting 
from-side-to-side motion (cf. F. se dandiner 
waddle, It. dondolare waggle). 


dandruff de:ndrof scurf on the scalp. xvi. 
Also early or dial. -riff, -raff, and tdandro, 
(dial. and U.S.) dander; the first el. is 
obscure; the second el., -ruff, may be 
identical with late ME. rove, later rofe, 
roufe scurfiness, scab — ON. hrufa or MLG., 
MDu. róve (Du. roof) = (M)HG. rufe, rel. 
to OE. hréof, OHG. riob, ON. hrjúfr scabby, 
leprous ; cf. dial. reef skin eruption, dandruff. 


dandy! dz-ndi beau, fop; the dandy the 
correct thing xvii1; applied to various trim 
or handy objects xix. First recorded from 
the Scottish Border ; 1n vogue in London in 
Byron’s day (‘a Dandy Ball’, Letter to 
Moore, 1813; ‘a Dandy’s dandiest chatter’, 
Don Juan v cxliii); perh. a shortening of 
jack-a-dandy pert fellow (xv11); the source 
of dandy remains unkn., but it may be ult. 
identical with Dandy, pet-form of Andrew. 


dandy? dez-ndi var. of DENGUE in the West 
Indies. xix. 


Dane dein native of Denmark xru (Cursor 
M.); breed of dog (after F. danois) xvin 
(Goldsmith, after Buffon). - ON. Danir pl. 
(late L. Dani); superseding OE. Dene, 
which is repr. in Denmark (OE. Denemearc). 
So danegeld dei-ngeld tax imposed 
c. 1000, the origin of which is disputed. xı 
(Domesday Book)  - ON. *Danagjald 
(ODa. Danegjeld), f. g.pl. of Danir Danes + 
gjald payment, tribute (cf. YIELD). dane- 
hole see DENE-HOLE. Daneraw dei'nl5 
the Danish laws anciently in force over the 
part of England occupied by the Danes, 
(hence) the region itself. Late OE. Dena 
lagu ‘Danes’ law’, ME. Denelawe, was 
modernized by Lambarde (1576) as Dane 
lawe, and taken up by historians of xrx in 
the forms Danelage, -lagh, -law. 


dang den. xvii. euphem. alteration of 
DAMN suggested by hang! (which was in 
use XVI). 
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danger deindsor power of a master, 
dominion XIII; (hence) 1liability to punish- 
ment, etc.; Thesitation, reluctance XIII; 
liability to injury xiv (Ch.). - AN. da(u)nger, 
OF. dangtier :- Rom. *domniárium, f£. dom- 
nus, dominus lord, master (cf. DAN). So 
da:ngerous Tdifficult to deal with or please 
XIII; Treluctant to comply xiv (Ch); 
fraught with danger xv. — AN. da(u)ngerous, 
OF. dangereus (mod. -eux). Q For the vocal- 
ism cf. chamber, change, strange. 


dangle daz‘ngl hang or carry loosely with 

swaying movement. xvi. Of symbolic 
formation; cf. NFris. dangeln, Sw. dangla, 
Da. dangle, parallel to Icel., Sw. dingla, 
Da. dingle, of similar meaning; see -LE?. 


Danish derni[ pert. to the Danes or Den- 
mark. xii (Cursor M.). ME. danais, danis 
(in danisax ‘Danish axe’) - AN. danes, OF. 
daneis (mod. danoi):- medL. Danénsis; 
later (xrv) assim. to adjs. in -ISH'; super- 
seded the native tdensh -- OE. Denisé = 
ON. Danskr :- Germ. *daniskaz ; see DANE, 
-ISH!. 


dank dznk wet, watery xiv; (injuriously) 
damp xvi. Implied earlier in the deriv. 
dank vb. (x111); prob. of Scand. origin (cf. 
Sw. dank marshy spot, Icel. dókk pit, pool 
(1— *dagku-). 


danseuse dã'söz professional female dancer. 
xIx. F., fem. of danseur, f. danser DANCE. 


dapper dæ'pər neat, trim. xv (‘dapyr or 
praty, elegans’, Promp. Parv.). =- MLG., 
MDu. dapper heavy, powerful, strong, 
stout (Du. dapper bold, valiant) = OHG. 
tapfar heavy, weighty, firm (late MHG., 
G. tapfer brave), ON. dapr sad, dreary. 
The transf. of sense in Eng. from ‘bold, 
energetic’ to ‘smart, trim’ is similar to that 
in BRAVEl. The basic meaning is ‘heavy’; 
cogns. outside Germ. are recognized in 
Russ. debelvi plump, OPruss. debikan large, 
OSI. debeltt thick. 


dappled dz-pld marked with roundish 
spots. XIV (Maund.). contemp. with dapple- 
grey (Ch.), whence dapple sb., adj., and vb. 
(all xvr; the verb first in Sh.). Of unkn. 
origin; dappled varies in Maund. with 
pomelee (—- OF. pommelé ‘appled’ ; cf. pomely 
grey in Ch. ‘Canterbury ales’, prol. 616 
— F. gris pommelé), and the notion ‘apple- 
grey’ is expressed in ON. apalgrdr, OHG. 
aphelgrdo (G. apfelgrau), Du. appelgrauw; 
cf. also Russ. v yablokakh dappled, f. yabloko 
APPLE; the problems raised by these corre- 
spondences seem to be insoluble (the comp. 
apple-grey has no standing). 


darbies da-ibiz (sl.) pl. handcuffs, fetters. 
XVII. app. evolved from phr. (Father Darby’s 
bands some kind of rigid bond binding a 
debtor xvi). Darby is a southern (not the 
local) pronunc. of Derby, name of an Eng. 
town and county and a personal name. 
Darby and Joan (prov.) strongly attached 
husband and wife XVIII. 


DART 


dare deor pt. durst d3ist, pt. and pp. dared 
deaid have boldness or courage (to dar) OE. 
‘Trans. senses with a plain object appear xvi. 
A preterite-present vb. (cf. can?), OE. 
durran, pres. dearr, durron, pt. dorste, corr. 
to OFris. dūra, dar, dor, dorste, OS. gidurran, 
-dar, -durrum, dorsta, OHG. giturran, -tar, 
-turrun, -torsta, pp. gitorran, Goth. ga- 
daursan, -dars, -daursun, -daursta; f. the 
Germ. series *ders- *dars- *durs- (not ON.) 
:— IE. *ahers- *dhors-, *dhys-, whence Skr. 
dhrsh, perf. dadársha be bold, Gr. tharseín be 
bold, thrastis bold, OSlav. dritzate be bold. 
The orig. 3rd pers. sg. pres. (he) dare and pt. 
(he) durst remain in idiomatic usage, but 
durst is obsolescent and even so is restricted ; 
dareth, dares, and dared appeared in xvi; 
there has been considerable crossing of 
forms, dare being used for the pt. (xvirri- ) 
and durst for the present (xvri— ) 
dark dàik marked by lack of light. OE. 
deorc, prob. f. Germ. base *derk- *dark-, 
whence also OHG. tarchanjan, terchinen 
conceal, hide (:- *darknjan). Hence 
da:rken xir (Cursor M.; rare in ME.); 
see -EN*, da-rkling in the dark xv; being, 
lying, etc., in darkness XVIII; see -LING?, 
Whence as a back-formation da:rkle. xv. 
darling dà:ig dear or beloved person. 
OE. déorling; see DEAR and -LiNG!l. The 
present form is developed normally from 
ME. derling; a new formation on DEAR 
appeared in ME. and dearling continued in 
use till XVIII. 
darn! dain mend (clothes) with yarn or 
thread. xvi. poss. a use of darn, later form 
of tdern conceal, hide (OE. diernan, f. 
dieyne DERN); cf. MDu. dernen stop holes 
in (a dike). 
darn’, darned, darnation. Earliest in 
darn adv. (late XVIII), used as an intensive, 
which Noah Webster identified with DERN 
in its later senses of ‘dark, drear, dim’, as 
in the phr. dern and dismal, which presum- 
ably became darn(ed) dismal; cf. the vars. 
dern, durn. When darn(ed) had become a 
mild substitute for damn, darnation would 
readily follow. Cf. U.S. tarnation sb., adj., 
adv. (xvii), which is prob. to be assoc. with 
the similarly used and somewhat earlier 
tarnal, aphetic form of etarnal, eternal. 


darnel da-inel the grass Lolium temu- 
lentum. xiv. prob. of NEF. origin, e.g. 
Walloon darnelle (var. -ette), which has been 
connected with words denoting giddiness, 
reeling, and the like, the plant being so 
named from its stupefying properties (cf. 
F. zvraie tares —- L. ébridca fem. ‘drunken’, 
and the epithet temulentum ‘drunken’ of the 
bot. name). 

dart dait pointed missile to be hurled 
through the air. xiv. — OF. dart (mod. 
dard) — Pr. dart (whence Sp., It. dardo) 
:i- Germ. "daroüaz spear, lance, repr. by 
OE. darop, OHG. tart, ON. darraór. Hence 
dart vb. cast as a dart xiv; move swiftly 
XVII. 
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dartre dā'ıtəī herpes, etc.; tetter, scab. 
XiX. — (O)F. dartre, corr. to Pr. dert, derbi, 
It. dial. derbi, derbga, derbeda :—- medL. 
derbita, of Gaulish origin (cf. Breton 
dervoed); earlier adopted as Tdartars, -ers 
disease of sheep (XVI-XVIII). 


dash! dej strike with violence (with many 
transf. and fig. uses) x111 (RGlouc.); move 
violently xiv; euph. for ‘damn’ (partly from 
the use of a dash — in place of this word) 
xix. ME. dasche, dasse, prob. of imit. origin; 
an appropriate base *dask- is repr. by Sw. 
daska, Da. daske beat, but no older Scand. 
forms are recorded. Hence dash sb. act of 
dashing xrv ; stroke made with a pen, etc. XVI. 


dash? dæf present, gratuity. XVIII. prob. 
alteration of dashee, dasje (xvin), dache 
(Purchas), by taking the pl. dashees as dashes ; 
native word of Guinea. 


dastard dz:staid ‘fdullard, sot (Promp. 
Parv.); despicable coward. xv. Of obscure 
origin ; prob, to be referred ult. to ME. dase, 
DAZE, but perh. immed. based on ME. 
tdasart (xiv) dullard (cf. MDu. dasaert 
fool) and tdasiberd (xtv), f. tdast inert, dull+ 
berd, BEARD (cf. LG. dósbárt), with infl. 
from DOTARD. 


dasyure da'sijor brush-tailed opossum. 
XIX. — F.dasyure (H. E. Geoffroy St-Hilaire) 
-modL. dasyürus, f. Gr. dasás rough, 
hairy (rel. to L. dénsus DENSE)+-ourd tail 
(cf. ARSE). 

data deito pl. of DATUM. 


date! deit fruit of the palm Phoenix dactyli- 
fera. x11. = OF. date (mod. datte) = L. 
dactylu-s — Gr. dáktulos finger, toe, date (see 
DACTYL). The application to the date-palm 
has reference to the finger-like shape of its 
leaves. Q Continental forms are: OHG. 
dahtilboum date-tree (MHG. tahtel), MHG. 
datel (G. dattel) after It. dattilo, OF. whence 
MDu. dade (- Rom. *dada for data), Du. 
dadel, after G. 


date? deit time or period of an event. XIV. 
— (O)F. date =~ medL. data (cf. Pr., Sp., It. 
data), sb. use of fem. of datus, pp. of dare 
give. Derived from the L. formula used in 
dating letters, e.g. Data [sc. epistola] Rome, 
{letter] given or delivered (and so, written) 
at Rome, i.e. by the writer to the bearer. So 
A vb. xv. —(O)F. dater — medL. datdre, 

. data. 


dative dertiv (Sc.) appointed by the king 
or the commissary; (gram.) case denoting 
‘to’ or ‘for’. xv. —- L. dativus pert. to giving 
(gram. casus dativus, rendering Gr. mróáocis 
Goruc) ; see CASE!), f. dat-, pp. stem of dare 
give (cf. DONATION); see -IVE. 


datum  deitom thing given or granted; 
chiefly pl. data deito. xvii. L., n. pp. of 
dare give; cf. prec. 

datura  dotjuosro genus of poisonous 
plants (Datura Stramonium, thorn apple). 


XVI. ~ modL. — Hindi dhatéra :- Skr. dhat- 
tura. Earlier repr. by tdeztry (vars. deutroa 


XVI, doutro, doutry xvi) - Marathi dhutrá, 
dhutro. 

daub dób coat with a layer of mortar, etc. 
XIV; lay on colours crudely xvir. - OF. 
dauber += L. dēalbāre whiten, whitewash, 
plaster, f. dé DE- 3 +albus white (cf. ALBUM). 
Hence daub sb. mortar, plaster xv ; coarsely 
executed painting XVIII. 


daughter dóo:tor female child. OE. doktor 
= OFris. dochter, OS. dohtar (Du. dochter), 
OHG. tohter (G. tochter), ON. dóttir, Goth. 
dauhtar :1- CGerm. *doyter, earlier *dhukter 
:- IE. *ahughostér, whence also Skr. duhitár-, 
Av. duydar, Gr. thugdtér, Arm. dustr, OSI. 
düsti, g. düstere (Russ. doc', g. dóceri); of 
unkn. origin. Q Like son, not repr. in Italic 
or Celtic. The normal repr. of the OE. is 
Tdoughter (to xvi), Sc. dauchter daw ytər, 
north. Eng. dowter dau'tar. The standard 
pronunc., which is shown xvi, is of dial. 
origin; cf. early modE. and dial. dafter. 

daunt dont Tovercome, tame XIII ; dispirit, 
abash xv. — AN. daunter, OF. danter, var. 
of donter (mod. dompter) = Pr. domtar i= L. 
domitdre, frequent. of domare TAME. Q For 
the vowel in OF. cf. DAME, DAN, DANGER. 


dauphin di-fin title of the King of France's 
eldest son (1349-1830). xv (daulphyn, 
dolphyn). = F. dauphin, earlier tdaulphin 
— Pr. dalfin :- medL. dalphinus (vin), for 
L. delphinus - Gr. delphís, delphin- (see 
DOLPHIN); orig. a title attached to certain 
seigneuries, e.g. Viennois, the lords of 
which are said to have borne the name. 
Hence dau-phiness xvi; see -Ess1. 
davenport dz-‘vanpdit writing-table with 
drawers. xIx. Supposed to be f. the maker’s 
name. 
davit dz'vit (naut) piece of timber or 
iron at a ship's stern used as a crane. XIV 
(daviottes, devettes, dyvettes ; also dauyd, -id 
XVI-XvII). — AF, OF. daviot, later daviet (now 
davier), dim. of Davi David. 


davy! dei-vi, in full Davy lamp, Davy’s lamp, 
miner’s safety-lamp invented by Sir Hum- 
phry Davy (1778-1829), natural philosopher. 
XIX (1817). 

davy? dervi oath. xvin. (sl.) clipped form 
of AFFIDAVIT. 

Davy Jones deivi dzounz (naut. slang) 
spirit of the sea, sailor's devil; Davy Jones's 
locker, grave of those who perish at sea. 
XVIII (Smollett). The allusion is unkn. 
(Jonas, var. of Jonah name of O.T. prophet, 
Jonah i 17 and ii, has been suggested, but 
David appears to be an essential element); 
vars. are David Jones, Old Davy, and simply 
Davy. 

daw dö jackdaw; tsimpleton; (Sc.) slug- 
gard, slut. xv. prob. to be referred to an 
OE. *dãwe, rel. to OHG. tãha (G. dial. tach), 
beside MHG. ddhele, tale (G. dahle, dohle), 
whence It. taccola, medL. tacula. Also in 
contemp. compound tcadaw, tcaddow, the 
first el. of which is ca (Sc. kae), co - ON 
ká (Da. kaa), of imit. origin. 
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dawdle dō'dl waste time. xvir. prob. of 
dial. origin (there are vars. daddle, daidle, 
doddle); see -LE?. 


dawk dök post-relay. XVIII. 
Marathi dák:- Skr. drák quickly. 

dawn din begin to grow light. xv. Back- 
formation from dawning, ME. dai(3)ening, 
da(i)ning (Xii), dawenyng (xiv Ch.), altera- 
tion of dating, dawyng (OE. dagung, f. dagian 
grow light) after Scand. (OSw. daghning, 
Sw., Da. dagning) ; see DAY, -ING!; rep]. ME. 
Tday. Hence dawn sb. xvi (Sh.). 


day dei time of sunlight)(night; 24 hours 
OE; daylight xiv. OE. deg = OFris. dei, 
OS. (Du.) dag, OHG. tac (G. tag), ON. 
dagr, Goth. dags :- CGerm. *dazgaz, beside 
which a wk. form *dagan is repr. by OE. 
an\daga appointed time, OS. én|dago death- 
day, OHG. giburt|tag go birthday, ON. 
einldagi term, and a gradation-var. *dóz- 
by OE. dógor (s-stem), Nhb. deg day, ON. 
degr 12 hours, Goth. fidurldógs of four days. 
On the assumption of a basic meaning “time 
when the sun is hot’, connexion is made out 
with Skr. nz dághds heat, summer, Lith. 
dágas harvest time, OPruss. dagis summer, 
and with a base *dhegh- burn, which is 
recognized in Skr., Gr., L., Balto-Slav., and 
Celtic. Hence daily dei‘li adj. and adv. 
XV; see -Ly! and ?; the equiv. OE. words 
were daghwamlié, -lice. 


daze deiz benumb the senses of. xiv (R. 
Rolle). First in pp. dased — ON. pp. dasaór 
weary or exhausted from cold or exertion 
(cf. Icel. dasask refl. become exhausted, 
dasi lazy fellow, Sw. dasa lie idle). Cf. 
Tadased (xv1). 

dazzle dz:zl tlose distinctness of vision 
xv; confuse the vision of xvi. Late ME. 
dasele, f. dase, DAZE-- -LE?, 


de di L. prep. dé of, (down) from, off, con- 
cerning (corr. to Ir. di, de), occurring in 
commonly used phrases, e.g. de facto, de fide, 
de jure, de novo. Cf. DE-. 


de- repr. (often through F. dé-) L. dé-, which 
is the prep. dé down from, away from, off, 
aside (with cogns. only in Celtic, e.g. Ir., 
Gael. de), used in verbal comps., as décré- 
scere DECREASE, défendere DEFEND, désiderdre 
DESIRE. The earliest adoptions of such vbs. 
in Eng. were through French, as AN. 
decreisser, defender, OF. decreistre, defendre, 
desirer; later adoptions were direct from 
L. infins. or pps. The meanings denoted 
are (1) down (from or to a place or state), 
as in depend, depose, depress, descend ; (hence) 
down from (a vehicle), as debus, detrain; 
(2) off, away, aside, as in decline, deduce, 
defend, deport, design, desist, deter; spec. 
away from oneself, as in delegate, deprecate ; 
(3) down to the bottom or dregs, (hence) 
completely, thoroughly, as in L. décoquere 
(see DECOCTION), déliguéscere DELIQUESCE ; 
sometimes merely strengthening vbs., as in 
L. déclàámáre DECLAIM, décláráre DECLARE, 
dénudáre DENUDE, dérelinquere (see DERELICT), 


— Hindi, 


DEAF 








désiccáre DESICCATE; (4) with pejorative 
sense, as in L. décipere take in, DECEIVE, 
déridére laugh to scorn, DERIDE, détestari 
DETEST; (5) by late L. grammarians used 
uniquely in décompositus derived from a 
compound word, further compounded; 
whence decomposite, decompound in chem., 
bot., etc.; (6) with the sense of undoing or 
reversing what is expressed by a vb., as in 
L. déarmare disarm, dévélare unveil, whence 
the formation of similar vbs. from sbs. to 
denote removal, as in décolldre (see DECOLLA- 
TION), déflérdre DEFLOWER, désquamare (see 
DESQUAMATION); a similar notion was ex- 
pressed by L. dis-, as in disjungere DISJOIN, 
and the use of this prefix, repr. in Rom. by 
des-, was widely extended, and through F. 
dé- (OF. des-) it became in Eng. adoptions 
identical with dé- (cf. DEBATE, DEFY, DE- 
RANGE, DEVELOP). Hence (7) as a living 
formative de- forms vbs., with corr. sbs., 
(a) denoting removal or riddance, as de-bark 
(xvii), Tdebowel (xiv) disembowel, de-frost 
(xx), de-husk (xvi), dehydrate (x1x), delouse, 
also debag (f. bags trousers) ; (b) with privative 
or reversive force mainly from late xv (but 
decanonization xvii), as decasualize, decen- 
tralize, decontrol, de-Italianize, demagnetize, 
denazification, de- -rate, devolatilize. 


deacon di-kan one of an order of Christian 
ministers. OE. diacon ~ ecclL. didconus — Gr. 
didkonos servant, waiting man, messenger, 
eccl. Christian minister (cf. didkonein serve, 
egkonein be active). Hence dea‘coness'. 
XVI; after late L.. didconissa. 


dead ded no longer living OE.; (in various 
transf. uses) without animation, motion, or 
some vital quality OE. or ME.; inactive, 
quiet, still; unrelieved, absolute, complete 
xvi. OE. déad = OF ris. ddd, OS. déd (Du. 
dood), OHG. tét (G. tot), ON. daudr, Goth. 
daups :- CGerm. *daudaz = *dhautds, pp. 
of base *dhau-, repr. also in OS. déian, 
OHG. touwen, ON. deyja DIE!. There are 
many special comps. involving transf. and 
fig. uses (as above), e.g. dead-eye (for earlier 
tdead man’s eye XV), dead hand (tr. MORT- 
MAIN), dead heat (x1x), dead letter, dead level, 
deadlock (metaphor from wrestling), dead 
nettle (non-stinging), dead reckoning (a pro- 
posed etym. ded., for deduced, has no justi- 


fication), dead "weight. Hence deaden 
de:dn. xvi; see -EN®, deadly adj. and 
adv. OE. deadlié, -liée; see -Lv!, -Lv?, and 


cf. OHG. tótlich, M Du. doodlick adjs. 


deaf def lacking in the sense of hearing. 
OE. déaf — OFris. dáf, OS. dof (Du. doof), 
OHG. toup (G. taub), ON. daufr, Goth. 
daufs (-b-):—- CGerm. *daubaz (cf. also 
Goth. af!daubnan grow dull. The IE. base 
*dhoubh- *dheubh- *dhubh- is repr. also by 
Gr. tuphlós (1—- *thuphidés) blind; cf. DUMB. 
The pronunc. with a long vowel (dif) was 
still gen. current in XVII, and remains 
widely diffused dial. and in U.S. Hence 
dea-fen. xvi (Sh.); superseding Tdeaf vb. 
(xIV); see -EN®, 
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deal! dil Tpart, portion ; quantity, amount. 
OE. dæl = OFris, OS. dél (Du. deel), 
OHG., G. teil, Goth. dails >= CGerm. (exc. 
ON.) *dailiz, f. *dail-; see DOLE. So deal 
vb. A. fdivide; distribute, bestow among 
a number OE. ; deliver (blows) x111(La3.); B. 
ttake part zn x11; have to do with xii. OE. 
dalan = OFris. déla, OS. déljan (Du. 
deelen), OHG. teilen (G. teilen), ON. deila, 
Goth. (CGerm.) dailjan. Hence deal sb. 
distribution of cards xvit ; transaction (orig. 
U.S.) xix. 


debar diba:x bar out, exclude xv ; prohibit, 
prevent xvi. — F. débarrer, OF. desbarer, f. 
des- DE- 6+ barrer BAR. 

debark diībāņuk disembark. xvu. -F. 
débarquer, f. dé-, des- (see DE- 6)}+ barque 
BARK®. @ Later than disembark. 

debase dibeis tabase; fdecry, vilify; 
lower in quality or character. XVI. f. DE- 1, 
3 + BASE”. 

debate dibei't contention x1 (Cursor M.); 

dispute, discussion xiv. — (O)F. débat, corr. 

to Pr. debat, It. dibatto; Rom. deriv. of the 

vb. So deba:te vb. xiv. - (O)F. débattre — 

Pr. de(s)batre, Sp. debatir, It. dibattere t= 

Rom. *desbattere (see DE- 6, BATTLE). 


debauch dibd-tf tseduce from allegiance 





deal? dil plank, board of fir or pine xiv; 
wood of these xvii. Introduced through the 
Baltic trade in timber. - MLG., MDu. 
déle plank, floor (Du. deel plank), corr. to 
OHG. dil, dilo, dillo, dilla (G. diele deal 


board, dial. floor), ON. filja, OE. pille :—- 
Germ. *pelaz, *beliz, *beljón (cf. Finnish 
teljo) ; see THILL. 

dean!, dene din (dial. and surviving in 
local names) valley. OE. denu (:- *dani-), 
rel. to DEN (:~ *danjam). 


dean? din head of cathedral or collegiate 
chapter xiv (R. Mannyng); supervisor of 
conduct and studies in a college; president 
of a university faculty xvi. ME. deen, den(e) 
— AN. deen, den, OV. deien, dien (mod. 
DOYEN) = Pr. degan, Cat. degd, Sp., It. 
decano :- late L.. decánu-s — Gr. dekánós one 
set over ten, chief of a division of ten, (eccl.) 
of ten monks, f. déka TEN. Hence dea:nrERy. 
xv; after AN. denrie. 


dear dior Tglorious, noble; regarded with 
esteem and affection; Tprecious OE. ; high- 
priced, costly xi. OE. déore, WS. diere — 
OFris. diore, OS. diuri (Du. dier beloved, 
duur high-priced), OHG. tiuri distinguished, 
worthy, costly (G. teuer)ů, ON. dýrr:- 
CGerm. (exc. Gothic) *deurjaz, of unkn. 
origin. @ To be distinguished from dear 
hard, severe, grievous; OE. déor, of unkn. 
origin, surviving poet., as in Spenser, Sh., 
and Milton, by whom it may have been re- 
garded as merely a special sense of the 
ordinary adj. dear. 


dearborn  dioubom  (U.S.) light four- 


wheeled waggon. xix. f. name of the 
inventor. 
dearth dàip condition of scarcity. XIII 


ME. der p, f. déy DEAR-+-TH?!; cf. OS. diurida, 
MDu. dierte, Du, duurte, MHG. tiurde 
honour, value, costliness, ON. dyr? glory. 


death dep end of life, state of being dead. 
OE. déap — OF ris. dath, OS. dod (Du. 
dood), OHG. tód (G. tod), ON. daud'r, Goth. 
daupus :- CGerm. *daupuz, f. *dau- (cf. 
ON. deyja piE1)+ *-puz t— *-tus -TH!. 


débâcle deibá-kl breaking up of ice, sudden 
deluge; sudden downfall or rout. xIx. ~F. 
débâcle, f. débâcler unbar, remove a bar, f. 
dé pE- 6--bácler bar - modPr. baclar prop. 
bar a door —- medL. *bacculare, f. *bacculum, 
for L. baculum stick (cf. BACILLUS, BAC- 
TERIUM), 


XVI; seduce from virtue or chastity XVII. 
- F. débaucher, OF. desbaucher, f. des- DE- 
6-+-an uncertain el. of unkn. origin. Hence 
debau:ch sb. xvir. = F. débauche, f. the vb. 
debauchee debdtfi-. xvir. -— F. débauché, 
pp. of the vb. Cf. DEBOSHED. debau-chery. 
XVII (Milton); earlier Tdebauchment. 


debenture dibe-ntfaz voucher for a sum 


due XV; Tcertificate of a loan made to a 
government xvii; bond issued by a cor- 
poration acknowledging indebtedness for 
interest XIX. = mod. use of L. débentur are 
owing or due, 3rd pres. ind. pl. pass. of 
débére owe (see DEBT, DUE), occurring as the 
first word of a certificate of indebtedness 
(xiv); cf. legal F. bille de debentour (xv); 
there has been assim. of the final syll. to 
-URE. 


debility dibi-liti weakness. xv (Wyntoun, 
Caxton). -—(O)F. débilité-L. débilitds, f. 
débilis weak, f. dé- DE- 4+ IE. base repr. by 
Skr. bdlam strength, power, OSI. boli greater 
(cf. BOLSHEVIK), OIr. ad|bal powerful. See 
-ITY. So debi-litate weaken, enfeeble. xv1 
(Elyot). f. pp. stem of L. débilitáre, f. débili- 
tás;sce -ATE?, debilita-rioN. xv - (O)F. - 
L. 


debit de-bit tdebt xv; entry ofasum owing, 
left-hand side of an account XVIIL. =L 
débitum DEBT ; in the later sense — F. débit. 


debonair de:bónszo:1 tgracious, courteous; 
genial. xit (debonere). — OF. debonaire 
(mod. débonnaire), prop. phr. de bon aire of 
good disposition (see BONNE, AIR). 


deboshed dibo:[t var. (xvi) of DEBAUCHED, 

to repr. mod. pronunc. of F. débauché; 
mainly Sc. (but used by Sh. and J. Hey- 
wood); revived by Scott. 


debouch dibau:t/, dibü:j emerge from a 
narrow into a wider space. XVIII. =F. 
déboucher, f. dé- DE- 6 4- bouche mouth (:- L. 
bucca), after synon. 1t. sboccare. 


debris de:‘bri, dei-bri broken remains. xvirt. 
— F. débris, f. Tdébriser break down or up, 
f. dé- pE- x 4- briser break (see BRUISE). 


debt det what is owed. xu. ME. det, dette 
(till xvi}-(O)F. dette:-Rom. *débita, 
femininized pl. of L. débitum, pp. n. of 
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débére owe, f. dé- DE- 6-++-habére (cf. HABIT). 
From xit to xvr spelt debte in F., whence 
debt in Eng. from xvi onwards. So debtor 
de-tar one who owes. x1lI (in A.V. detter, 
debter, debtor, -our all occur). — OF. det(t)or, 
-our - L. débitérem, nom. débitor; see -or!. 

debunk diba'nk (orig. U.S. sl.) remove the 
humbug or pretence from. xx. f. nE- 74- 
BUNK?, abbrev. of BUNKUM. 


debus diba’s unload from or get off a bus. 
XX. f. DE- I H- BUS, after DETRAIN. 


début derbü entry into society. XVu. F., 
f. débuter make the first stroke in a game, f. 
dé- DE--- but goal, BUTT. 

deca- de-ko, dékze: repr. Gr. déka TEN, as 
in de-cagon ten-sided figure (XVII) — modL. 
decagónum -— Gr. dekdgónon (góníaangle); 
de-castyle (portico or colonnade) of ten 
columns (Gr. stálos). xviii ; decasv'LLABLE. 
XIX; cf. F. décasyllabe. «| In the F. metric 
system designating measures and weights 
ten times the standard unit of the particular 
series (cf. DECI-). 


decade de‘kad, -eid group of ten, esp. of 
ten years. xv (of the books of Livy). —(O)F. 
décade = late L. decad-, decas — Gr. dekds, f. 
déka TEN. 


decadence de-kodans state of decay. xvi. 
— F. décadence - medL. décadentia, £. déca- 
dére DECAY. So de:cadeNr. xix. -F. 
décadent (used spec. 1884 by Maurice Barrés 
to designate a French literary movement). 


decalogue deskslog the Ten Command- 
ments. xiv (Wycl. Bible). ~ (O)F. décalogue 
or ecclL. decalogus - Gr. dekálogos, orig. fem. 
adj. sc. bíblos book (after ho: dekalógoi ‘the 
ten behests', LXX), f. déka TEN-| ldgos say- 
ing (see LOGOS). 


decamp dike:mp break up a camp XVII; 
make off xvin. —F. décamper, earlier 
Tdescamper, f. dé- DE- 6-+-camp CAMP, after 
It. scampare. 

decanal dikeinol pert. to a dean ; of the 
decaniside. xvirr. f.late L.. decanus DEAN? 4- 
-AL. So decani dikei:nai dean's side of the 
choir )(CANTORIS. XVII. g.sg. of L. decánus. 


decant dike:nt pour off (liquid) so as not 
to disturb the sediment. xvIII. - medL. 
dēcanthāre (whence also F. décanter), f. L. 
dé- DE- 1+-canthus angular lip of a jug - Gr. 
kanthds corner of the eye. Hence deca-nter 
vessel to receive decanted liquor. XVIII; see 
-ER}, 

decapitate dikæ'piteit behead. xvir. f. 
pp. stem of late L. décapitdre, f. dē DE- 6+ 
capit-, caput head; see -ATE*. Cf. (O)F. 
décapiter. 

decay dikei- fall off or away in quality or 
quantity; fall into ruin. xv. ~ OF. decair, 
by-form of decaoir, var. of dechaoir, decheoir 
(mod. déchoir), corr. to Pr. decaire, decazer, 
Sp. decaer, Pg. decahir, It. decadere = 
CRom. *décadere, *décadére, for L. décidere, 
f. dé pg- 1--cadere fall (see cAsE!). Hence 
decay: sb. xv. 








DECIMATE 





decease disi-s death. xiv (R. Rolle). 
— (OJF. décés — L. décessus departure, death, 
f. pp. stem of décedere go away, depart, f. dé 
DE- 2-+cédere go. Hence vb. xv. 


deceit disit act or practice of deceiving. 
xII. — OF. deceite, f. pp. deceit (:= L. de- 
ceptu-s) of decevoir DECEIVE. The variation 
between ai (ay) and et (ey), c and s, de- 
and des-, dis-, and the etymologizing inser- 
tion of p, brought about a great variety of 
forms. So deceive disrv tensnare, betray 
xII! (Cursor M.); lead into error xiv. -— OF. 
deceivre, decoivre = Pr. decebre, Sp. decebir 
:- L. décipere, f. de- DE- 4-- capere to take, 
seize (see HEAVE) ; or — deceio-, tonic stem of 
OF. deceveir (mod. décevoir) :- Rom. *déci- 
pére. dece:prion. xiv. —(O)F. or late L. 
(décept-, pp. stem of déczpere). 


decelerate dise-loreit reduce the speed of. 
XIX. f. DE- 7, after ACCELERATE. 


December dise-mboaxr last month of the 
year. XIit. —(O)F. décembre = L. December, 
f. decem TEN, this being the tenth month of 
the ancient Roman year; the origin of the 
element -ber, as in the three other names of 
months, is unkn. 


decemvir dise:mvàr pl. (Roman antiq.) 
body of ten men acting as a commission, etc. 
— L. decemviri, 1.e. decem TEN, viri men, pl. 
of vir (see VIRILE). 


decennial dise:niol pert. to a period of 

IO years. XVII. f. L. decennium decade, f. 
decennis, f. decem TEN+annus year (cf. 
ANNUAL); see -IAL. 


decent di:sont tbecoming, fitting; modest, 
in good taste XVI ; respectable; fair, tolerable 
XVIII. — F. décent or L. decent-, decéns, pp. 
of decére be fitting, rel. to decdrus DECOROUS, 
dignus worthy (see DIGNITY). So de*cENcy. 
XVI. — L. decentia ; see -Y?; cf. F. décence. 


deci- de-si in the F. metric system, short 
for L. decimus tenth, f. decem TEN, designat- 
ing weights and measures that are one tenth 
of the standard unit (cf. DECA-). 


decide disoi:d determine xiv ; settle a ques- 
tion xvii. — F. décider ox L. decidere cut off, 
cut the knot, determine, f. dê DE- 2-4- cedere 
cut (with no direct cogns.). So decision 
disi3on. xv. —(O)F. décision or L. décisio, 
f. décis-, pp. stem of decidere. decisrvE 
disersiv. xvi. — F. - medL. 


deciduous disi'djuəs falling off at a particu- 
lar season. XVII. f. L. déciduus, f. décidere 
fall down or off, f. de DE- 2+ cadere fall (see 
CASE), 


decimal de‘simol proceeding by powers of 
10, as in the Arabic notation; also sb. XVII. 
— modL. decimális, f. decimus tenth, f. decem 
TEN ; See -AL!, 

decimate de'simeit exact tithe from ; put to 
death onein ten ofa number, XVII. f, pp. stem 
of L. decimare, £. decimus tenth ; see prec. and 
-ATE?, So decima‘TION exaction of tithe 
XV; destruction of one in ten. xvi. -late L. 
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DECIPHER 


DECKEE 





decipher  disorfoi reduce to ordinary 
writing, make out (a writing in cipher, etc.). 
xvi. f. DE- 7-+CIPHER, after F. déchiffrer. 


deck! dek +tcovering xv; platform extend- 
ing from side to side of a ship xv; pack of 
cards xvi (Sh. ; now dial. and U.S.). - MDu. 
dec roof, covering, cloak :- Germ. *bakjam 
THATCH; the nautical sense (of which the 
primary notion was rather ‘covering’, ‘roof’ 
than 'floor') appears to be an Eng. develop- 
ment, since it does not appear for the Du. 
word tili late xvrr, and then as a syn. of 
verdek (whence G. verdeck). 


deck? dek  Tcover; clothe richly, array. 
xvi. - (M)Du. dekken cover = OF. pecéan 
cover, roof over, THATCH. 


deckle de:kl in paper-making, contrivance 

to limit the size of the sheet. xIx. =G. 
deckel cover, lid, tympan, dim. of decke 
covering (OHG. decki, f. base of decken 
DECK?); cf. -LE*. 


declaim dikleitm speak or utter aloud. 
XIV (Ch.) (declame). — F. déclamer or L. dēclã- 
mare; see DE- 3 and CLAIM. So declam- 
ATION deklomei:fan. xv (Lydg.). - F. or L. 
declamatory dikle:motori. xvi. = L, 


declare dikleo::i Trmanifest; state publicly 
or explicitly. xiv. — L. décldrdre make clear, 
f. dé bE- 35-1 claraáre, f. clàárus ct gAn. (Cf. F. 
déclarer (xv), which superseded OF. des- 
clairier.) So declararioN deklorei:fon. xiv. 
- L. ; so F. (xv). declaratory diklæ'rətəri. 
xv. - medL. 


declension  dikle:nfjon  (gram.) case-in- 
flexion, class of sbs., etc., depending on this 
XV; declining, deviation xvi (Sh.). 
(O)F. déclinaison, f. décliner DECLINE, after 
L. déclindtid DECLINATION ; retraction of the 
stress to the second syll. (cf. COMPARISON) 
produced declynsone (Promp. Parv., Win- 
chester MS.), which was modified to tde- 
clenson (XV-XVI), with aphetic var. tclenzon, 
telensone (xv, Promp. Parv.), the termina- 
tion being subsequently assim. to -SION. 


decline diklai'n turn aside, deviate (trans. 
and intr.) ; bend or go down ; (gram.) inflect 
xiv; turn aside or away from xv. —(O)F. 
décliner —- L. déclináre, f. dé DE- 2-- clinàre 
bend, cogn. with Gr. Riínein bend, Germ. 
*vlinójan LEAN?. (Preceded by an occas. 
adoption in OE. declinian.) Hence decli:ne 
sb. falling off or away. xiv. So declina:- 
TION dek- (astron.) xtv (Ch.) ; T(gram.) de- 
clension xv (Capgrave); turning aside or 
down xvi. = L. 


declivity dikli:viti downward slope. xvi. 
- L. déclivitas, f. déclivis sloping down- 
wards, f. dē DE- 1-+clivus slope :- IE. 
*kloiwos, whence (Germ. *ylaiw-) OE. hlaw 
grave-mound, OS., OHG. hléo, ON. hlaiwa, 
Goth. hlaiw grave; cf. LEAN? and see -ITY. 


decoction diko:kjon liquor in which a sub- 
stance has been boiled. xiv. = (O)F. décoc- 
tionorlate L. décoctió(n-), f. décoct-, pp. stem 
of décoquere boil down, f. dë DE- 3 + coquere 
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COOK; see -TION. Hence deco'ct tpp. adj. 
and vb. xv. 


decode dikou:d convert (a coded message) 
into ordinary language. XIX. f. DE- 7 d- CODE. 


decollation dikolei:[on beheading (spec. of 
St. John Baptist). xiv. —-(O)F. décollation 
or late L. décollátió(n-), f. décollàre behead, f. 
dé p&- 6-t- collum neck ; see COLLAR, -ATION. 


decolleté deiko-ltei cut low at the neck. 
XIX. F., pp. of décolleter, f. dé- DE- 6+ collet, 
collar, dim. of col collar :- L. collum (cf. 
prec.). 


decompose dikompowz separate into its 
parts; decay. xvii. = F. décomposer, f. dé- 
DE- 6--composer COMPOSE. So de:cow- 
POSITION XVII, after decoMPOU'ND XVII. 
See also DE- 5. 


décor deiko:r theatre scenery. xix. F., f. 
décorer DECORATE. 


decorate de:koreit tadorn xvi; deck with 
ornamental accessories XVIII; invest with 
an honour xix. f. decorate pp. (xv) or its 
source L. decorátus, -àre beautifv, f. decor-, 
decus ; see DECOROUS and -ATE*. So decora:- 
TION. xv. —(O)F. or late L. de:corarive. 
XV. =F. decorous de'kərəs, dikö'rəs 
Tseemly xvir; marked by propriety xvitt. 
f. L. decõrus, rel. to decéns DECENT. decorum 
dikó:xrem what is proper, propriety of be- 
haviour. XVI. — L. decõrum, sb. use of n.sg. 
of decórus. 


decorticate dikō'stikeit strip the bark 
from. xvii. f. pp. stem of L. décorticdre, f. 
dé DE- 6-+ cortic-, CORTEX; see -ATE®, 


decoy dikor pool with netted approaches 
for the capture of wildfowl. xvi. Evidence 
for the corr. vb. is earlier in Sc. (xvi) and in 
the gen. sense ‘entice, allure’; but the sb. 
was no doubt prior, and perh. — Du. de koot 
‘the decoy’ (whence also contemp. Eng. syn. 
tcoy), with assim. to tdecoy gambling card- 
game (xvi) of unkn. origin; the forms 
Tduck(c)oy (xvnu-xvm) are due partly to 
substitution of DUCK for the first syll., partly 
to tr. of Du. eendenkooi ‘duck-decoy’; cf. 
tcoy-duck (xvii), tr. Du kooteend. Q Du. 
kooi, tkoye is a parallel development to 
MDu. kouwe (Du. dial. kouw cage), MLG. 
kaue — L. cavea CAGE. 


decrease dikrrs grow less. xiv (Wyclif, 
Gower, Trevisa). - OF. de(s)creiss-, pres. 
stem of de(s)creistre (mod. décroftre) = Pr. 
descreisser, Sp. descrecer, It. discrescere 
— Rom. *discréscere, for L. décréscere, f. dé 
DE- 6-kFcréscere grow (see CRESCENT). So 
decrea:se sb. xiv (Gower). - OF. de(s)creis, 
f. the above vb. 


decree dikri ordinance, edict. xiv (R. 
Mannyng). — OF. decré, var. of decret, corr. 
to Pr. decret, Sp., It. decreto — L. décrétum, 
sb. use of n. of décrétus, pp. of décernere, f. 
dé DE- 2-+cernere separate, distinguish, 
decide (cf. DISCERN). So decree vb. xiv. 
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DECREMENT 


decrement di:krimont decrease, lessening. 
xvii. —L. décrémentum, f. décré-, stem of 
décréscere DECREASE ; See -MENT. 


decrepit dikre:pit old and feeble. xv. 
— (partly through F. décrépit xvi, earlier 
descrepy) L. dēcrepitus, f. dē DE- 3 + crepitus, 
pp. of crepãre rattle, creak, of imit. origin 
(cf. cREPITUS). Forms in -td show assim. to 
adjs. in -r1p. Hence decre-pirupE. xvii; 
after (O)F. décrépitude; superseding Tde- 
crepity (XVI-XVII) = F. Tdécrepité, medL. 
décrépitas. (Florio has both words.) 


decretal dikritol adj. of a decree or de- 
cretal xv ; sb. papal decree xiv (R. Mannyng). 
— (O)F. décrétal — late L. décrétalis (medL. 
décrétdlés, sc. epistolz, papal letters contain- 
ing decrees, décrétdle decree), f. décrét-, pp. 
stem of décernere DECREE. 


decry dikrai- denounce by proclamation; 
disparage openly. xvii. f. DE- 4+CRY vb., 
after (O)F. décrier, 1n the senses of cry down 
(xv, XVI). 


decuman dekjumon (of a wave) very 
large. xvi. —L. decumdnus, var. of decit- 
manus of the tenth part, f. decimus tenth (cf. 
DECIMAL); see -AN. @ The application to 
waves (L. decumani fluctus) rests on the 
belief that every tenth wave is greater than 
the others. 


decurion  dikjus:rion (Rom. antiq. and 
hist.) cavalry officer in command of ten 
horse; member of the senate of a colony or 
town. xiv (Wycl. Bible). — L. decurid(n-), f. 
decem TEN after centurid CENTURION. 


decussate di-kaseit cross at an acute angle. 
xvii (Sir T. Browne). f. decussát-, pp. stem 
of L. decussaáre, f. decussis number 10, 10-as 
piece, intersection of lines crosswise ( X ), f. 
decem TEN-+as AS*, So decussa‘TION. XVII. 


dedicate de:dikeit devote to the service of 
a deity xv ; assign to an end or purpose XVI. 
f. pp. stem of L. dédicdre proclaim, devote, 
consecrate, f. dé DE- 2+dic-, weak var. of 
dic- say (cf. DICTION); after tdedicate pp. 
(xiv, Ch.) or the foll. sb.; see -ATE*. So 
dedica-rioN. xiv. - (O)F. or L. 


deduce didjü:s Tbring, convey; tderive; 
trace the course of; draw as a conclusion xv; 
Tdeduct xvi. —- L. dédücere, f. dé pE- 2— 
dücere lead (cf. pucr). So deduct dida kt 
take away, subtract xv; Tderive; ttrace out; 
tdeduce by reasoning xvi. f. déduct-, pp. 
stem of L. dédicere DEDUCE; prob. after 
earlier tdeduct pp. dedu‘crion subtraction, 
abatement xv; tdetailed account; deducing 
a conclusion, inference by reasoning XVI. 
- (O)F. - L. 

dee di A. name of the letter D applied to a 
D-shaped object. xvir. B. euphem. (like d 
and d—) put for damn; so deed for damned, 
and deedeed for d—d, i.e. damned. xix. 

deed did that which is done OE.; legal 
instrument in writing XIV. OE. (Anglian) 


DEFAME 


déd, (WS.) d&d — OFris. déd(e), OS. dàád 
(Du. daad), OHG. tat (G. tat), ON. dad, 
Goth. -déps (in gadéps, missadéps MISDEED) 
t- CGerm. *dadiz := *dhéti:s, f. IE. *dhe- 
*dho- (see po). deed poll deed made by 
one party only, so called because it is ‘polled’ 
or cut even, not indented. xvi (polle dede, 
deede pole). 


deem dim tgive judgement, judge; think, 

consider. OE. déman = OFris. déma, OS. 
démian (Du. doemen), OHG. tuomen, ON. 
dama, Goth. (CGerm.) dómjan, f. *dimaz 
poom. Hence deemster di-msto: either 
of the two judges of the Isle of Man. xvii; 
see -STER. @ With regularly shortened stem- 
vowel, tdem(p)ster (1) judge xm (Cursor 
M.); (1) Sc. officer of a court who pro- 
nounced judgement XVI. 


deep dip having great extension down- 
wards ; fig. profound OE. ; penetrating xri; 
(of colour) intense; subtle, crafty xvi. OE. 
déop = OF ris. didp, OS. diop, diap (Du. 
diep), OHG. tiuf (G. tief), ON. djipr, Goth. 
diups :- CGerm. *deupaz, £. *deup- *dup- 
(see pip), The normal ME. compar. depper 
(:- OE. déoppra) was repl. by the new 
formation deeper. As sb. deep water OE.; 
the deep the ocean (xiv); cf. (M)Du. diep. 
Hence deepEN*. xvi, dee:pry?. OE, 


deer diaz tanimal OE.; antlered ruminant 
(Cervus) xit. OE. déor = OFris. diar, OS. 
dior (Du. dier), OHG. tior (G. tier), ON. 
dyr, Goth. *dius (1n d.pl. diuzam) :- CGerm. 
*deuzam t- IE. *dheusóm orig. 'breathing 
creature' (cf. the sense-development in 
ANIMAL), if rel. to OSI. duchů, duša breath, 
Lith. disti sigh. 


deface difers mar the face or appearance 

of; blot out. xiv. — F. Tdefacer, earlier def- 
facer, for desfacer, f. des-, dé- DE~ 6+face 
FACE. 


defalcate di-filkeit tlop off, retrench, de- 

duct xv; commit defalcation xix. f. pp. 
stem of medL. défalcdre, f. dé nE- 2+L. 
falc-, falx sickle, scythe; see -ATE?, Cf. F. 
défalquer, Sp. desfalcar, It. diffalcare. The 
earlier defalk (- F. or medL. inf.) survives 
in U.S. legal use. So defalca-TIon fdiminu- 
tion, reduction, curtailment xv; defection, 
failure; fraudulent monetary deficiency 
XVIII. — med. 


defame difeiim trender infamous; attack 
the good name of. xiv. ME. diffame, defame 
— OF. diffamer, also desf-, def(f)-, corr. to 
Pr. diffamar, lt. diffamave — L. diffamáre 
spread about as an evil report, f. dis- DIF-, 
DE- 6-+fa@ma FAME. ‘The prefix was replaced 
on the model of medL. défamdre (cf. 
L. défamdtus infamous, défdmis shameful). 
The first sense prob. belongs strictly to 
défamdre, the second to diffdmare. So 
defama‘TIon de-, difam- (in corr. senses). 
xiv (R. Mannyng, ''revisa, Ch.) -(O)F. 
diffamation — late L.. diffámátió. defamatory 
-fa-m-. xvi. — medL. 
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DEFAULT 


DEFLATE 





default difd:lt in default of, absence, lack 
(now surviving mainly in phr.) ; failure to do 
something XI (Cursor M.). ME. defaut(e) 
= (1) OF. défaute, f. défaillir, on the model of 
faute FAULT, faillir FAIL; (11) (O)F. défaut, 
back-formation on défaute. Hence defau-It 
vb. xiv: partly suggested by défaut, 3rd 
pres. sg. ind. of défaillir. For the sp. and 
pronunc. see FAULT. 


defeasance difi-zons (Sc.) discharge (of 
debt, etc.) xiv; (leg.) condition upon the 
performance of which an instrument is 
made void xv; annulment; undoing XVI. 
- OF. defesance, f. defesant, prp. of de(s)faire 
(mod. défaire) undo, f. des-, dé- DE- 6 -+ faire 
make; see FACT, -ANCE. 

defeat difit Tundo, ruin, destroy xiv (Ch.); 
frustrate, nullify xv (Caxton) ; Tdisappoint, 
defraud; discomfit, vanquish xvi (not in 
Sh. or A.V.). ME. def(f)ete - AN. defeter, 
f. defet, OF. deffait, desfait, pp. of desfaire 
(mod. défaire) = It. disfare :i- medL. dis- 
facere undo, mar, f. L. dis- DE- 64+ facere 
make (see FACT). Hence defea't sb. XVI; 
cf, F. défaite = It. disfatta. defea-tism. 
XX. — F. défaitisme. defea'tıst sb. and adj. 
xx. — F. -zste. 

defecate di-fikeit clear from impurities xvI; 
remove (fæces) XVIII; void the fæces XIX. 
f. Tdefecate pp. (xv) - L. défzcátus, -àre, f. 
dé DE- 6--fzces, fax dregs; see -ATE. So 
defeca‘TION. xvul. — late L. 

defect dife-kt, di-fekt shortcoming, defi- 
ciency. XV. —L. défectus, f. défect-, pp. 
stem of déficere leave, desert, fail, f. dé DE- 2 
--facere (see FACT). So defe-cTION failing, 
falling away. xvi. -L. defe-cTIVE faulty, 
wanting. xv. —(O)F. or late L. 


defend dife:xnd guard from attack; tward 
off, prevent, prohibit xrrr; vindicate (a 
cause, person) xv. —(O)F. défendre = Pr. 
defendre, Sp. defender, It. difendere = L. 
défendere ward off, protect, f. dë DE- 2+ 
-fendere (only in comps., cf. offend), prob. :- 
IE. *gwhendh- and rel. to OE. gap battle, 
Gr. phónos slaughter, Skr. hénti strikes, kills. 
Aphetic FEND. defe-ndanTt (leg.) person 
sued )( plaintiff x1v ; gen. senses are later and 
obs. — (O)F. défendant, sb. use of prp. of 
défendre. defe-nder one who wards off an 
attack xim; (leg.) defendant xv. = AN. de- 
fendour; see -ER*, defence, U.S. defense 
dife'ns. xur. ME. defens and defense, -ence 
— OF. defens and (also mod.) défense = L. 
(Rom.) défénsum, défénsa, sb. uses of n. 
and fem. pp. of défendere. defe-nsIBLE tde- 
fensive; defendable, justifiable. xv. late L. 
défénsibilis (Cassiodorus), f. défens-, pp. 
stem of défendere; earlier tdefensable XIII 
(RGlouc.) - (O)F. défensable -late L. de- 


fénsábilis (Ambrose). 


defenestration  di'fenistrei-Jon action of 
throwing out of a window. xvII. —- modL. 
défenestratio(n-), f. di DE- 1+ fenestra win- 
dow; see -ATION. 


defer’ difd:1 put off, postpone. xiv (Wycl. 


Bible). ME. differre, deferre - (O)F. différer 
defer, differ — L. differre carry apart, delay, 
bear in different directions, differ. Often 
spelt with diff- until xvir, but finally dif- 
ferentiated from the ult. identical DIFFER, 
perh. partly by assoc. with delay. 


defer? dif3-1 tsubmit oneself, submit or 
refer (a matter) xv; toffer, proffer xvi; sub- 
mit in opinion to xvii. — (O)F. déférer — L. 
déferre carry away, transport, grant, report, 
refer (a matter), f. dé DE- 2--ferre BEAR*. 
This word in its later sense is that prob. re- 
ferred to by Evelyn in 1667 (see O.E.D. Bi- 
zarre). So deference de-farans. xvi (Cla- 
rendon).~ F. déférence. Hence defere-ntia. 
XIX (Scott, Dickens); after prudence, pru- 
dential, etc. 


defiance difaions declaration of hostilities 

XIV; challenge to combat XV; setting at 
nought xvnr. — (O)F. défiance (now only 
‘distrust’; cf. DIFFIDENCE), f. défier DEFY; 
see -ANCE. Hence defi:aNT. XIX. 


deficient difi[ont wanting in something. 
xvi. — L. déficient-, -éns, prp. of déficere 
undo, take oneself away, leave, fail, f. dé 
DE- 2, 6+-facere (see FACT). Hence Tdefi-- 
CiENCE Xv ; defi ciENCY XVII. 


deficit de-fisit, di-fisit amount by which 
a sum falls short of what is required. XVIII. 
— F. déficit - L. déficit there is wanting, 3rd 
pers. sg. pres. ind. of déficere (see DEFECT); 
formerly placed against an item in an 
account. 


defile: difai-l make foul or unclean. xiv. 
Alteration of tdefoul, tdefoil, by assocn. 
with synon. fbefile, OE. befylan (f. BE-+ 
fylan, f. fül rouL). The earlier defoul (x11), 
of which there is an unexpl. var. defoil (x1v), 
was — OF. defouler, defuler trample down, 
outrage, violate, deflower, f. de- DE- I+ 
fouler tread, trample (= Pr. folar, Sp. hollar, 
It. follare) :- Rom. *fulláre stamp, f. L 
fulló rULLER. Hence defilewENr. XVII 
(Milton). 


defile? di-fail, difarl narrow pass between 
mountains. XVII. orig. defilé, defilee - F. 
défilé, sb. use of pp. of défiler march by files, 
f. dé- DE- 2-}-file FILE”. For the loss of the 
final syll. cf. ASSIGN?. 


define difai'n determine the limits of; state 
exactly what (a thing) is. xiv (Ch.). - OF. 
définer —- Pr. definar - Rom. *définàáre, for 
L. définire (whence OF., Pr. defenir, modF. 
définir, Sp. definir, It. definire), f. dé DE- 34- 
finire FINISH. Early forms in deff-, diff- are 
from corr. OF. forms based on L. diffinire 
(f. pis-). So definite de-finit having fixed 
limits. xv (gram. XVIII, after F. défini). 
~ L. définitus, pp. of définire. defini-TION. 
xIv (Wycl. Bible, Ch., Trevisa; before xvi 
chiefly diff. —-(O)F.- L. definitive di- 
fiznitiv. xIv (Ch. ; rarebeforexv1). - (O)F.-L. 
deflate diflert release the air from (an 


inflated object) xix; reduce an inflated 
currency XX. f. DE- 6+ -flate of INFLATE. 
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deflect difle-kt turn to one side. xvir. — L. 
déflectere, f. dé DE- 2+-flectere bend. So 
defle-xion, defle:cTION XVII; see FLEXION. 


deflower diflauo-1 deprive of virginity, 
violate. xtv (Wycl. Bible, Gower). - OF. 
defflourer, earlier desflo(u)rer (mod. déflorer), 
corr. to Pr. deflorar, etc. — Rom. *disflõräre, 
for late L. déflorare, f. DE- 6 -} fldr- flds FLOWER. 


deform difé-1m mar the form or beauty of. 
xv. ~OF. difformer, de(s\former (mod. dif- 
former, déformer), corr. to Pr. deformar, Sp. 
desformar, It. deformare — medl.. difformare, 
Rom. *disformare, L. dêformāre, f. DIS-, 
DE- 6+forma FORM. So deforma-TiON. xv. 
— (O)F., L. déf- (medL. dz/f-). defo:rmirv 
disfigurement, mis-shapenness. xv. = OF. 
deformité (deff-, desf-)—- L. déformitás, f. 


dēformis mis-shapen. 


defraud difrd-d deprive by fraud. xiv 
(PPL). - OF. defrauder or L. défraudáre, 
f. dé DE- 3-- fraudáre cheat, f. fraud-, fraus 
FRAUD. 


defray difrei tdisburse; discharge (ex- 
pense). xvi. =(O)F. défrayer (tdeff-, 
tdesf-), f. dé- DE- 6+-+frai, tfrait (usually 
pl. frais, tfres) expenses, cost :- medL. 
fredum, -us fine for breach of the peace 
~ Frank. *fridu, cf. OHG. fridu, OE. frip 


peace. 


deft deft tgentle, meek xir; skilful xv; 
neat, pretty (now dial.) xvi. ME. defte, var. 
of DAFT. 'lhe orig. sense of 'fitting, con- 
venient’ has passed into that of ‘skilful’ by 
transition from an objective to a subjective 
application ; cf. OE. (ge)hende near at hand, 
convenient, in ME. courteous, gentle, nice. 


defunct difa’nkt deceased, dead. xvi. - L. 
défunctus discharged (from an office or 
obligation), deceased, pp. of défungi dis- 
charge, perform, finish (cf. vita défungi die), 
f. dé DE- 3-- fungi perform (see FUNCTION). 
Cf. (O)F. défunt. 


defy difai: Trenounce allegiance to; (arch.) 
challenge to a contest; challenge the power 
of, set at nought. xiv. —(O)F. défier = Pr. 
desfiar, It. diffidare :~- Rom. *disfidare, f. L.. 
dis- (see DE- 6)+-fidus trustful, rel. to fidés 
FAITH. Cf, DEFIANCE. 


dégagé deigā'šei unconstrained. xvi. F., 
pp. of dégager set free, f. dé- DE- 6, after 
engager ENGAGE. 


degenerate didze'nərət that has declined 
in character or qualities. xv. — L. dégenera- 
tus, pp. of dégenerare depart from its race or 
kind, f. dégener debased, ignoble, f. dé DE- 2 
-rgener-, genus KIND!, 5o dege:nerate vb. 
-eit become degenerate. xvi. f. pp. stem of 
the L. vb. ; see -ATE?, -ATE*. degenera' TION. 
XVII. = F. 


deglutition diīglūti'fən swallowing. XVII. 
— F, déglutition (xvi, Paré) or modL. dégliti- 
tio(n-), f. L. déglutire, f. dé pg- 1--glütire 
(gluttire) swallow; see GLUTTON and -ITION. 





DEJECT 


degrade digrerd reduce to a lower rank. 
XIV. — (O)F. dégrader — Pr., Sp. degradar, 
It. degradare :- ecclL. dégraddre, f. dé DE- 
1+gradus rank, DEGREE. ‘So degradaTION 
degrader[on. xvr. — (O)F. dégradation or 





ecclL. dégradatié6. Q The painting term 
(identical in form) xvin, meaning ‘the 
gradual lowering of colour or light’, is — F. 


dégradation (xvii) — It. digradazione, f. 
digradare come down by degrees. 


degree digri- step (now only her. in lit. 
sense); relative rank xi; relative condition, 
relation ; academic rank ; unit of geometrical 
measurement XIV; musical interval XVII; 
unit of temperature xvul. ME. degre, 
— (O)F. degré — Pr. degra(t), Pg. degrau :—- 
Rom. *degradu-s, f. L. dë DE- 1+gradus 
step, GRADE. 


dehiscent dihi'sənt gaping open (spec. 
bot.). xvi. =~ L. dēhiscent-, -ëēns, pp. of 
déhiscere, f. dé DE- 2-+-hiscere, inceptive of 
ludre gape; see HIATUS, -ENT. 

dehydrate dihaidreit (chem.) deprive of 
water. XIX. f. DE- 7-++-Gr. hudr-, húdôr 
WATER -- -ATE?, 


deictic darktik that proves directly. XVIL. 
— Gr. deiktikós showing directly, f. deiktós, 
vbl. adj. of deiknunai show, rel. to L.. dicere 
say (cf. DICTION). 

deify di-ifai make a god of. xiv (R. Rolle). 
— (O)F. déifier - ChrL. deificáre, f. deus god; 


see DIVINE, -FY. So de-:ifica TION. XIV 
(Gower). 
deign dein think fit, vouchsafe XII; con- 


descend to give XVI. ~ (O)F. degnier, later 
deigner (mod. daigner) = Pr. denhar, It. 
degnare t- L. dignare, dignàri deem worthy, 
f. dignus worthy (see DIGNITY). 

deil Sc. form of DEVIL. 


deipnosophist daipno-sofist master of the 

art of dining. XVII. — Gr. deipnosophistés, f. 
deipnon dinner-+-sophistés master of his 
craft (SOPHIST); pl. title of a work by 
Athenzeus, c. 230 A.D., in which learned men 
are represented as dining together and dis- 
cussing various subjects. 


deist .drist one who acknowledges the 
existence of God but rejects revealed re- 
ligion. xvii. — F. déiste (xvi), f. deus god 
(see DIVINE) + -iste -IST. Q Opposed orig. to 
atheist and synon. with theist till c. 1700, 
but finally distinguished from the latter in 
emphasizing the negative aspect. So de'Is™m. 
XVII; cf. F. déisme. 


deity di-iti godhood, the Godhead, divine 
being xiv (PPL, Ch., Trevisa); the Supreme 
Being xv (Lydg.). — (O)F. déité, corr. to Pr. 
deitat, Sp. deidad, It. deitå — ChrL. deitds 
(Augustine), rendering Gr. thedtés (f. théos 
god), as in Col. ii 9 )( therdtés divinity (f. 
thefos divine) ; see DIVINE, -ITY. 

deject didze*kt tcast down xv; depress in 
spirits xvi. f. déject-, pp. stem of L. deicere, 
f. dé DE- 1--jacere throw (pt. jéci), rel. to 
Gr. hiémi I send, throw (:— *77émi). 
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DEJEUNER 








déjeuner  dei:5onei, lldesóne luncheon. 
xviir. F., sb. use of déjeuner break one’s 
fast; see DINE. 


del. abbrev. of L. délinedvit ‘drew’, 3rd sg. 
pt. of délinedre DELINEATE. 


delaine dilei:n light textile fabric. xx. 
Short for muslin delaine - F. mousseline de 
laine MUSLIN of wool. 


delate dilei:t inform against. xvi. f. delát-, 
stem of functional pp. of L. déferre DEFER?. 
So dela:rioN. xvi. = L. Q From the same 
stem are collate, dilate, oblate, prolate, relate, 
translate, with sbs. in -ation ; ablative, illa- 
tive, relative. 


delay dile put off till later xım; impede 
the progress of xiv. — OF. delayer, var. of 
deslaier, presumably f. des- p1s--++ lazer leave 
(of unkn. origin). So delay: sb. xir (La3., 
later text; RGlouc.). —(O)F. délaz, f. the 
vb.; without delay, tr. OF. sans délai. 


del credere del kreidori said of the terms 
of an obligation undertaken by a broker, etc., 
in becoming responsible for the solvency of 
the person to whom he sells. xvin. It.; del 
of the, credere belief, trust (:— L. crédere; 
see CREED). 


dele dii (typogr.) delete. xvirr. imper. of 
L. délére DELETE ; or perh. short for earlier 
delea:tur, 3rd pers. sg. pres. subj. pass. ‘let 
it be deleted’. (The sign used is 4.) 


delectable ^ dile:ktabl delightful. xiv 
(Maund.). ~—(O)F. délectable- L. délecta- 
bilis, £. délectdre DELIGHT ; see -ABLE. (Super- 
seded ME. delitable x111 ~ OF. delitable, f. 
delitier.) So delecta‘TION. xiv. —(O)F. 


delectus dile-ktas selection of literary pas- 
sages. XIX. — L. délectus choice, f. délect-, 
pp. stem of déligere choose out, f. dé DE- 2+ 
legere choose (cf. LECTION). 


delegate de-ligeat person chosen to act for 
another. xiv. — L. délégdtus, pp. of délégare, 
f. dé pE- 2+ légare send on a commission 
(cf. LEGATE). So delegate de'ligeit entrust 
to another xV1; commission XVII. f. pp. 
stem of the above vb. ; see -ATE*. delega:- 
TION. xvir.- L. delegacv delegation xv; 
body of delegates XVII. f. DELEGATE, after 
prelate, prelacy. 


delete dili-t +destroy, abolish; obliterate. 
xvu. f. délét-, pp. stem of L. delere (cf. 
INDELIBLE). So dele:TIonN. xvi. — L. 


deleterious del-, dilitio:rias injurious. XVII. 
f. medL. délétérius — Gr. délétérios, f. délétér 
destroyer, f. déleisthai injure, destroy; see 
-1ous. Preceded by tdeletery xvi. 


delf(t) delf(t) orig. Delf(t) ware, kind of 
glazed earthenware made at Delf, now 
Delft, in Holland (so called from the delf, 
i.e. ditch, the name of its chief canal, rel. to 
DELVE). XVIII. 

deliberate dilirborot well-considered, un- 


hurried. xv. -L. déliberátus, pp. of de- 
liberáre, f. dé pE- 3-4- libráre weigh, f. libra 


DELL 





scales (cf. LIBRATION). So deli-berate -eit 
vb. Tthink over; think carefully. xvi. See 
-ATE?, -ATE®, delibera-TION. xiv (Ch.). 
-(O)F.-L. deliberative. xv. - F. or L. 


delicate de'likəot fdelightful, elegant, 
dainty; Tindolent, Tfastidious xiv (Ch., 
Wycl. Bible); fine, not coarse, rough, or 
robust xvi; finely sensitive or skilful xvr. 
—- (O)F. délicat (rare before xvi) or L. dēli- 
cátus (whence also Pr. delicat, Sp. -cado, It. 
-cato), of unkn. origin, but assoc. in sense- 
development with L. déliciz (see next); see 
-ATE*, Hence delicacy. xiv (Ch., Gower); 
concr. XV. 


delicious  dilr[os highly pleasing. xır. 
— OF. delicious (mod. délicieux), corr. to Pr. 
delicios, etc. — late L. déliciósus (Augustine), 
f. L. délicia, pl. -iz, f. délicere allure aside, f. 
dé DE- 2-4-lic-, as in élicere ELICIT. 


delict dilrkt violation of law. xvi. -L. 
délictum, sb. use of n. of délictus, pp. of 
delinquere (see DELINQUENT). 


delight dilai-t gratification or source of 
this. xur. ME. delit- OF. delit (= Pr. 
deleit, Sp. deleite, It. diletto), f. stem of 
delitier, etc. :-— L. délectdre allure, charm, 
frequent. of délicere (see DELICIOUS). The 
sp. with -gh- on the analogy of native words 
such as light dates from xvi. So delight 
vb. xir. - OF. delitier; the sp. delite is 
retained in some passages of A.V. 


delineate dilinieit trace the outline of. 
xvi. f. pp. stem of L. délinedre, f. dé DE- 3+ 
linea LINE?; see -ATE®. 


delinquent dilitnkwant offender against 
the law. xvil (earlier delynquaunt, Caxton, 
from F.). -L. délinquent-, -éns, pp. of 
délinquere be at fault, offend, f. dé DE- 3-+ 
linquere leave (cf. LOAN); see -ENT. 


deliquesce delikwe:s melt by absorption of 
moisture. XVIII. —-L. déliquéscere, f. dé 
DE- 3-- liquéscere, f. liquere (see LIQUID). 


delirium dilirziom disorder of the mental 
faculties. xvi. -L. déliriwum, f. délirdre 
deviate from a straight line, be deranged, 
f. dé pE- 2--lira ridge between furrows. 
See also D. T. Hence deli:rrous. xvmil. 


deliver dilivvo1 A. set free Xii (AncrR.); 
disburden xiv; B. give up, give over, sur- 
render xi11 (RGlouc.) ; C. give or send forth, 
utter xvI. — (O)F. délivrer — Pr. delivrar :— 
Gallo-Rom. *deéliberáre, f. dé DE- 3-|- liberáre 
LIBERATE. So deli:vverANCE. xiu. - (O)F. 
délivrance. deli:vvery handing over, Tde- 
liverance xv; being delivered of a child; 
utterance of words xvi. = AN. délivrée, sb. 
use of fem. pp. of délivrer; see -y?. Q| For 
derivs. of L. déliberdre see DELIBERATE. 


dell del deep hollow or valley. OE. dell 

(also in comp. dellwudu) = MLG., MDu. 
delle (Du. del), MHG. telle (G. dial. telle; 
delle from LG.) :- Germ. *daljó (cf. Goth. 
ibdalja slope of a mountain), f. *dal- (see 
DALE). 
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DELPHIC 


Delphic de-lfik pert. to Delphi on the slope 
of Mt. Parnassus in Greece and the oracle 
of Apollo there; obscure and ambiguous. 
XVI. See -IC. 


Delphin de-lfin pert. to the edition of Latin 
classics prepared zn usum Delphini for the 
use of the DAUPHIN, viz. the eldest son of 
Louis XIV of France. XVIII. 


delphinium  delfiniom genus of plants 
comprising larkspur. xvirt. -— modL. del- 
phimum—Gr delphinion larkspur, f. delphin-, 
delphin DOLPHIN ; so called from the dolphin- 
like form of the nectary. 


delta de-lto triangular tract of alluvial land 
at the mouth of a river, orig. of the Nile. 
XVI. Name of the fourth letter of the Greek 
alphabet, A, derived from Pheenician daleth 
(A), applied by Herodotus to the mouth of 
the Nile, by Strabo to the Indus. So 
de:Ito1p resembling the Gr. letter A. XVIII. 
— F. deltoide or modL. deltoidés (Linnzeus) 
— Gr. deltoeidés. 


delude dilji:d cheat into a false opinion. 

xv. — L. délüdere play false, mock, f. de 
DE- 4 -+ lüdere play, f. lüdus play, game 
(cf. LupicRous). So delu:srox. xv. - late L. 
delu:siveE. xvii. delu:sonvy. Xv. f. délüs-, 
pp. stem of the vb. 


deluge deljad3 great flood. xiv (Ch.). 
— (O)F. déluge, remodelling, after popular 
formations in dé- and -uge, of earlier learned 
diluvie = Pr. diluvi, Sp., It. diluvio = L. 
diluvium, rel. to lavere, laváre wash (cf. 
ALLUVIAL, ANTEDILUVIAN). Hence de-luge 
vb. XVII. 


delve delv dig, lit. and fig. (dial. and 
literary). OE. delfan, pt. dealf, dulfon, pp. 
dolfen = OF ris. delva, OS. bildelban (Du. 
delven), OHG. bi|telban :- WGerm. *delb-, 
*dalb- *dulb-, which has cogns. in Slavonic. 
The weak form of the pt. appeared in xiv 
and of the pp. in xvi, the form dolven re- 
maining in full use till then. 


demagogue de:mogog leader of the people 
or of a popular faction. XVII. — Gr. déma- 
gõgós (applied at Athens during the Pelopon- 
nesian war to the heads of the popular party, 
the attacks upon whom gave currency to the 
unfavourable sense of the word), f. dêmos 
people (cf. DEMOCRAT)+agégés leader, f. 
dgein lead (see act). Cf. F. démagogue. So 
demagogic -d3ik, -gik. xrx. de-magogy. 
XVII. ~ Gr. demagogid; see -Y?. 


demand dima-nd authoritative or formal 
request or claim. xii. —(O)F. demande, f. 
demander (whence dema'nd vb. ask for as 
with authority xv) = Pr., Sp. demandar, Ít. 
domandare ask, Rum. dimindare arrange :- 
L. démandare hand over, entrust, f. dé DE- 3 
+ mandare (see MANDATE). 


demarcation  dimàikeif[on marking a 
boundary, orig. applied in the phr. line of 
demarcation (Sp. linea de demarcacion, Pg. 
linha de demarcagáo) to the division of the 


DEMIJOHN 


New World in xv between the Spaniards 
and the Portuguese. xvii. — Sp. demarca- 
ción (Pg. demarcação), f. demarcar mark out 
the bounds of, f. de- DE- 34- marcar MARK; 
see -ATION. Hence by back-formation 
de-marcaTE® vb. xIx. 


démarche deima‘1f proceeding. xvi. F., 
f. démarcher march, take steps, f. dé DE- 34- 
marcher MARCH. 


deme dim township of ancient Attica; 
(biol.) aggregate of cells. xix. — Gr. démos 
territory of a community, people ; see DEMOS. 


demean! dimin Tcarry on, manage xri; 

conduct oneself xiv. —- (O)F. démener lead, 
exercise, practise, (refl. behave — Pr. de- 
menar, It. dimenare :- Rom. *déminare, f. 
L. dé DE- 3 + L. mindre drive (animals), 
orig. urge on with threats (L. mindri 
threaten ; see MINATORY). Hence, prob. by 
assoc. with Thavour (see BEHAVIOUR), de- 
mea-nour conduct, behaviour. xv. 


demean? dimrn lower, humble. xvrr. f. 
DE- 4-1- MEAN!, after debase. 


demented dime'ntid out of one's mind. 
XVI. f. dementáius, pp. of late I.. démentàre, 
f. dement-, -éns, f. dë DE- 6 + ment-, méns 
MIND ; see -ED!, 


démenti deim4-ti statement giving the lie. 
xvil. F., earlier tdémentie, f. démentir, f. 
des- DE- 6+ mentir :— L. mentiri tell lies. 


Demerara demores'ra epithet of a kind of 
brown cane sugar. XIX. Name of a part 
of British Guiana, S. America. 


demerit dime'rit desert, merit xiv; tsin, 
offence xv (Lydg.); ill-desert, want of merit 
xvI. - OF. de(s)merite or L. démeritum, f. 
pp. stem of démeréri merit, deserve, f. dé 
DE- 3 + meréri MERIT; in Rom. the prefix 
was taken in a pejorative or negative sense. 


demesne dimei-n, dimi-n possession of real 
estate as one’s own; possession, estate. XIV. 
- AN., OF. demeine, later AN. demesne, sb. 
use of adj. belonging to a lord, seigneu- 
rial, that is private property, proper t= 
L. dominicu-s pert. to a lord or master (see 
DOMINICAL); cf. DOMAIN. For the insertion 
of unetymological s cf. MESNE. @ In Germ. 
law, the primary idea in relation to property 
is possession, not ownership (Roman domt- 
nium); hence derivs. of L. dominium and 
proprietas PROPERTY became assoc. in med. 
law almost exclusively with possession. 


demi- de-mi - F. demi :- medL. dimediu-s, 
for L. dimidius (cf. DEMY), used in comb. to 
denote things that are half the normal or 
full size, length, etc., as in her. (xv, Book of 
St. Albans); in costume, e.g. Tdemigown 
(XV); in ordnance, e.g. demi-culverin (xvi); 
in music, e.g. demi-crotchet, -quaver (XVII), 
-semiquaver. 


demijohn de'midzon large bulging bottle 
usu. in a wicker case. XVIII. prob. =F. 
dame-jeanne (XVII, tdame-jane), with early 
assim, to DEMI- and later to the proper name 


{254] 


DEMI-MONDE 


John; prop. ‘Lady Jane’. Y The F. word 
appears to be the source of Sp. damajuana, 
modPr. damajano, It. damigiana, Arab. 
dama-, dámajána (whence some have un- 
warrantably assumed an Arab.-Pers. origin). 


demi-monde demimo:nd class of women 
of doubtful reputation. xix. F., ‘half- 
world’ (Alexandre Dumas fils, 1855, who 
used the term for the kind of society mid- 
way between the conventional respectable 
life and the life of licence and vice). 


demi-rep demirep woman of doubtful 
reputation. XVIII (Fielding, Swift). f. DEMI- 
+rep, short for reputation (but the implica- 
tion is not clear); mentioned by Swift in 
‘Polite Conversation’, 1731-8, among ‘some 
abbreviations exquisitely refined’, 


demise dimai-z transfer of an estate xvi; 
transfer of sovereignty XVH ; death (as occa- 
sioning this) xviii. — AN. *denise, sb. use 
of fem. pp. of OF. de(symettre (mod. dé- 
mettre) DISMISS, (refl.) resign, abdicate. 


demiurge de:mi31d5 creator of the world 
(n Platonism). xix (earher in L. form). 
- ecclL. démitirgus - Gr. démiourgós handi- 
craftsman, artisan, etc., f. démios public (see 
DEMOS) +- *erg- WORK. 


demnition demni: [on Chiefly U.S. euphem. 
for DAMNATION. XIX (Dickens, Poe). 


demobilize dimou-bilaiz disband (armed 
forces); also demo:biliza-rioN. XIX. =F. 
démobiliser, -isation (1870); see DE- 7, 
MOBILIZE. abbrev. demob vb. dimo-b. xx. 
democracy dimo'krosi government by the 
people. xvi. — (OJF. démocratie — late L. 
démocratia - Gr. demokratíá; see DEMOS, 
-CRACY. So democrat de-mokret orig. 
republican of the French Revolution of 





1790. — F. démocrate, f. démocratie, after 
aristocrate. democra-tic. xvni. -(O)F. 
- medL. - Gr. 


demolish dimo-lif pull or throw down xvi; 
(joc.) eat up XVIII. — démoliss-, lengthened 
stem of (O)F. démolir — L. demóoliri, f. dé DE-1 
-- móliri construct, f. móles mass ; see MOLE?, 
-ISH*, So demolrTioN dem-, dimoli fon. 
xvi. -(O)F. - L. 

demon dimon (often sp. daemon) inferior 
divinity, genius, attendant spirit ; evil spirit, 
devil. xv (normally as L. before this date). 
—-medL. démón, L. dzzmón- Gr. daímón 
divinity, genius; cf. (O)F. démon. In both 
senses repr. L. damonium, Gr. dim. daimó- 
nion. So demoniac dimou'niæk (one) 
possessed by an unclean spirit. xiv (Ch.). 
— (O)F. démoniaque - ChrL. damoniácus, f. 
daemonium.  demoniacaL — dimonarokol. 
xvl1. demonic dimo-nik demoniacal xvii 
(Evelyn); pert. to supernatural power or 
genius (often sp. demonic ; cf. G. dámonisch). 
XVIII. — late L. da monicus — Gr. daimonikós. 


demonetize dimo-nitaiz deprive of standard 
monetary value. xix. =F. démonétiser 
(1793), f. dé- DE- 7 + L. monétá MONEY; 
see -IZE. 





DEN 


demonstrate de-moenstreit findicate, ex~ 
hibit; make evident by proof. xvi. f. pp. 
stem of L. démonstrare, f. dé DE- 3 + monstrdre 
show ; see MONSTER, -ATE*. So demonstra:- 
TION. XIV (Ch, Gower) -(O)F. or L. 
demo-nstrativE serving as evidence or 
proof xiv (Ch.) ; indicating, as in gram. xv. 
Of manners, effusive xix. - (O)F. - L.. 


demoralize dimo'relaiz corrupt the morals 
of xvin (N. Webster); lower the morale of 
xIx. — F. démoraliser, a word of the French 
Revolution, condemned by La Harpe (Si 
Démoraliser pouvait être français, il signi- 
fierait, cesser de parler de morale, ‘Langue 
de la Révolution’); see DE- 7, MORAL, -IZE. 


demos di:mos the people or populace. 
XIX. Gr. dêmos, corr. to OIr. dám, Ir. dámh 
tribe, family, Gael. dåimh relationship. 


demote dīmou't (U.S.) reduce in rank or 
grade. xix. f. DE- 7+ -mote, of PROMOTE. 


demotic dimo-tik of the people; spec. of 

the popular form of ancient Egyptian cha- 
racter. XIX, -— Gr. démotikós popular, f. 
démétés one of the people, f. démos; see 
DEMOS and -IC. 


demulcent dima‘lsont soothing. XVIII. 
~L. démulcent-, -éns, prp. of démulcére 
soothe caressingly, f. de DE- 3-+mulcére 
stroke, appease; see ~ENT. 

demur dimd1 tlinger x11; Thesitate; put 
in a demurrer; make difficulties xvi1. =- OF. 
demourer, demeur- (mod. demeurer) :~ Rom. 
*démorare, for L. démordri, f. dé DE- 3+ 
morari delay (see MORATORIUM). The 
present sp. begins in xvi, superseding the 
normal demo(u)re, and appears to be based 
on demurrer. So demurraGeE dimarrid3 
tdelay; detention of a vessel beyond the 
agreed time, payment for this xvir; charge 
of rid. per oz. by the Bank of England in 
exchanging gold or notes for bullion Xix. 
demurrer dima‘ro: (leg.) pleading which 
stops an action. XVI. — AN. demurrer, sb, 
use of inf. ; see -ER5. 


demure dimjua-1 T(of the sea) calm xiv; 
sober, serious xv ; Taffectedly or unnaturally 
grave XVII. perh. (with muting of é as in 
ASSIGN?, etc.) - AN. demuré, OF. demoré, 
pp. of demorer (mod. demeurer) remain, stay 
(see prec.), but infl. by OF. mur, méur grave 
(mod. mür):-L. mátürus ripe, MATURE. 
For the development of meaning cf. staid. 


demy dimai- T(Sc.) half-mark ; foundation 
scholar at Magdalen College, Oxford (L. 
semicommunartus one whose commons were 
orig. half that of a Fellow) xv ; size of paper 
xvi. ellipt. uses of DEMI-, the sp. with -y, 
t-ye being appropriate for the final position 
when the prefix was written separately. 


den! den lair of a wild beast OE. ; cave x1ir; 
(Sc.) dingle xvi. OE. denn, corr. to MLG., 
MDu. denne low ground (WFlem. den 
threshing-floor), OHG. tenni (G. tenne) 
floor, threshing-floor :- Germ. *danjam, 
*danjó (cf. medL. danea, whence dial, F. 
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DENARIUS 


DEODAND 





daigne threshing-floor); rel. to DEAN’. The 
basic meaning may be ‘open or flat place’. 

denarius dineo-riss ancient Roman coin. 
xvi. L, (ellipt. for déndrius niimmus coin con- 
taining ten asses), f. déni by tens, distributive 
of decem TEN. Cf. DENIER, DINAR. 

dena-tionalize deprive of nationality. xix 
(early) -— F. dénationaliser, a word of the 
French Revolution; see DE- 7, NATIONAL, 
-IZE, and cf. demoralize. 

dendrite de:ndrait tree-like form in stone 
or mineral, xviir. =~ F. dendrite — Gr. den- 
dritës pert. to a tree, f. déndron tree ; see -1TE?, 


dene din, den? den sandy tract by the sea. 
XIII (fishermen to have Den & Strond at 
Great Yarmouth). The meaning suggests 
affinity with LG. (whence G.) diine and 
Du. duin sand-hill on the coast (see DUNE). 


dene-hole di:nhoul, dane-hole dei:nhoul 
ancient excavation in SE. England and 
northern France traditionally attributed to 
the activities of the Danes. xvir. perh. 
repr. OE. *Denahol, f. Dena, g. pl. of Dene 
Danes-- Ao] HOLE; assoc. by later archzeo- 
logists with DENE and DEN. 

dengue de:ggi fever epidemic in E. Africa, 
etc. XIX. (Earlier also dazgue.) - W. Indian 
Sp. dengue — Swahili denga, dinga, the full 
name being ka dinga pepo lit. kind of cramp 
plague (evil spirit). The word was identified 
with Sp. dengue fastidiousness, prudery, 
with mocking reference to the stiffness of 
the neck and shoulders characteristic of the 
disease; cf. the synon. W. Indian Negro 
dandy (of the same origin) and giraffe. 

denier dinia:1 twelfth of a sou. xv (denere); 
unit of fineness of silk yarn, etc. xix. =- AN. 
dener, (O)F. denier == Pr. dener, Sp. dinero, 
It. denaro :—- lL. déndriu-s DENARIUS. 

denigrate di-nigreit, de-n- blacken, lit. and 
fig. XVI. —pp. stem of L. dénigrdre, f. dé 
DE- 3-+2grare, f. nigr-, niger black ; see -ATE®, 
So denigra-:TIon, xv. Cf. late L. denigratio 
dyeing black, 

denim denim (formerly) kind of serge, 
(now) coloured twilled cotton. XVII. orig. 
serge de Nim-F. serge de Nimes ‘serge of 
Nimes’, a manufacturing town in S. France. 


denizen de-nizon inhabitant xv; foreigner 
admitted to residence xvi. Late ME. 
deynseyn — AN. deinzein, f£. OF. deinz with- 
in — Pr. dins, dens (:- late L. dé intus (from 
within) +- -ein (:— L. -dneu-s). The trisyllabic 
form (xv) was due to assim. to CITIZEN. 
denominate dino-mineit give a name to. 
XVI. f. pp. stem of L. dénómináre ; see DE- 3, 
NOMINATE. So denomina: TION naming 
XIV; appellation, designation; (arith.) class 
of one kind of unit xv; class, sort, sect (of 
individuals) xvi. -(O)F. or L. deno-- 
minATIVE having the function of naming 
XVII; (gram.) formed from a noun (after 
Priscian's uses of denominativus, tr. Gr. 
vapovupos) Xvirt. ~(O)F.~late L. deno-min- 
ATOR (spec. in math.). xvi. — F. dénominateur 
(in math. sense xv) or medL. 


denote dinout mark out, distinguish by a 
sign; be the mark of xvi (Sh.); indicate, 
signify XVIL; )(connote (1843, J. S. Mill). 
-(O)F. dénoter or L. dénotdre; see DE- 3, 
Po So (earlier) denota-TION. xvi. = F. 
Or 


denouement deinü:má, [[denumá final un- 
ravelling of the complication of a plot. XVIII 
(Chesterfield). F., f. dénouer (earlier des-), f. 
des- DIS- 2 4- nouer :— L. nodàáre knot, f. nodus 
NODE. 


denounce dinau'ns declare to be so-and-so 

Xii (Cursor M.); give formal information 
of xiv ; declare to be evil xvi1 ; (after modF.) 
announce formally the termination of Xix. 
— OF. denoncier (mod. dénoncer) :- L. dé- 
nuntiáre give official intimation, f. dé DE- 3 + 
nuntiare make known, report (see AN- 
NOUNCE). Cf. DENUNCIATE. 


dense dens thick, crowded. xv (orig. in 
techn. use, as in modF.); stupid xix. - F. 
dense or L. dénsus, rel. to synon. Gr. ddsus, 
daulds (:— *dasulos) and Alb. dént I make 
compact. So de:nsiTy. xvir. — F. or L. 


dent dent ftstroke, blow xir; hollow made 
as if by a blow xvi. In the first sense, var. 
of DINT, in the second f. dent vb. xiv, which 
is prob. aphetic of INDENT. 


dental de:ntol pert. to the teeth. xvi. - 
medL. dentális, f. L. dent-, déns TOOTH; see 
-AL' and cf. F. dental. So de-ntifrice tooth- 
paste or -powder. xvi. = F. dentifrice = L. 
dentifricium (cf. Gr. oðovrórpiupa), f. dent-, 
déns~+-fricdre rub (see FRICTION), dentine 
de:ntin hard tissue of teeth. xiX (1840, R. 
Owen); see -INE*. de-ntisr dental surgeon. 
XVIII. — F. dentiste, f. dent tooth; whence 
dentistry 1838. denti: TION cutting of the 
teeth XVII; arrangement of the teeth xix. 
—L. dentitió(n-), f. dentireteethe. So de-ntvRE 
set of (artificial) teeth. xix. Cf. F. denture set 
of (natural) teeth, dentier set of (artificial) 
teeth. 

denude dinjü'd make naked, lay bare. xv. 
—- L. denüdàre, f. dé DE- 3--nüdàre bare, f. 
niidus NUDE. In Sc. earlier in pp. (xv, 
Henryson). So denuda:TION. Xv. 


denunciate din4:njieit. denounce. xvi. f. 
L. dénuntidt-, -àre DENOUNCE; see -ATE*. 
So denuncia'TION ‘tproclamation xv; 
warning announcement; delation, public 
condemnation xvi. —(O)F. or L. 


deny dinoi: say no to. xir. ME. denie -= 
tonic stem-form deni- of (O)F. dénier, earlier 
deneier, denoier (whence ME. denay, denoy) 
= Pr., Sp. denegar, It. dinegare = L. 
dénegá-re (dé*negat), f. de DE- 3 -i-negare (see 
NEGATION). Hence deni-al. xvi; see -AL*, 

deodand di-édznd chattel which has been 
the instrument of death forfeited to the 
Crown for pious uses. xvi. —law F. deo- 
dande — AL. deódanda, -um, i.e. Deò danda, 
-um that is to be given to God, d. of deus 
god (cf. bEITY), gerundive of dare give (cf. 
DATIVE). 
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DEODAR 


deodar di-dda1 subspecies of cedar. xrx. 
—- Hindi dé@odar, déwdar:-Skr. devadaru, 
f. devds DIVINE-}-daéru wood, timber (see 
TREE). 


deontology dionto:dodzi science of duty. 
xix (Bentham). f. Gr. deont-, déon that 
which is binding, duty, n. prp. of de? it is 
binding, it behoves (cf. DESMO-) + -LOGY, 


depart dipaut tdivide into parts, distri- 
bute; Tsunder, separate xiu (RGlouc.); go 
away XIII (AncrR.) ; leave, quit XiV ; die xvI; 
-(O)F. départir, tdespartir, corr. to Pr. 
departir, Sp., Pg. de-, desparter, It. di-, dis- 
partire :- Rom. *de-, *dispartire, for L. dis- 
pertire divide; see DE-?, DiS-!, and PART. 
q “Till death us departe’ (i.e. sunder) of the 
Book of Common Prayer of 1549, was 
altered in 1662 to ‘till death us do part’. So 
depa:rtMENT separately allotted province, 
division, or part. xvul. - F. département, 
f. départir. (In late ME. = OF. 'departure?). 
departure dipā'rtfəy Tseparation; going 
away, setting out; deviation. xv. — OF. 
departeiire. 


depend dipe:nd be suspended, be in sus- 
pense, be resultant or contingent upon. xv 
(Lydg.). -(O)F. dépendre - Rom. *dépen- 
dere, for L. dependére; see DE- I, PENDANT. 
So depe:xndaNT tdependency; dependent 
person. XVi. — F. dépendant, sb. use of prp. 
of dépendre. depe-ndENT pendent xv; con- 
tingent XVI ; subordinate, subject XVII. orig. 
dependant — (O)F. dépendant. Hence de- 
pe:xndENcE Tdependency xv; dependent 
condition xvir. — (O)F. dépendance. de- 
pendency dependence xvi; dependent 
country or province XVII. 





dephlogisticated  diflddzi-stikeitid; see 
PHLOGISTON. 
depict dipi-kt represent in colours XVII; 


portray XVII. f. dépict-, pp. stem of L. 
dépingere ; cf. pp. depictyd (xv, once), Tdepict 
(XV—XVI) and see DE- 3, PAINT, PICTURE. 
Superseded Tdepaint (xiv-xix) and tde- 
picture (XVI-XIX). 


depilate de:pileit remove hair from. xvi. 
f. pp. stem of L. dépildre, f. DE- 3+>pildre 
deprive of hair, pilus hair. So depila‘TION. 
xv. depilatory dipi'l- adj. and sb. xvi; 
cf. F. dépilatoire (Paré). 


deplete dipii-t empty (orig. as by blood- 
letting). xIx. f. déplét-, pp. stem of L. 
déplére, £. dē DE- 6+ -plēre FILL. So deple-- 
TION. XVII. — late L. déplétio(n-), repl. late L. 
déplétira blood-letting. 


deplore diploa-1 lament. xvi. —(O)F. 
déplorer or It. deplorare — L.. deplóráre, f. dé 
DE- 3+ plérare wail, bewail. Hence de- 
plo-raBLe. xvii. — F. or late L. 


depioy diplor spread out, trans. and intr. 
XVIII. = F. déployer :- L. displicàre unfold, 
DISPLAY. 


deponent dipou'nent (gram. xv ; see below); 
one who makes a deposition. xv. ~ L., 





DEPRAVE 


dépénent-, -éns, prp. of dépdnere lay aside, 
put down, deposit, (medL.) testify, f. dé 
DE- r--pónere place, lay ; see -ENT. € De- 
ponent verbs in Latin were orig. reflexive 
in form and meaning (e.g. fruor I enjoy, 
orig. I delight myself, prdficiscor I set out, 
orig. I put myself forward); but, since in 
verbs generally the reflexive form had be- 
come a passive, these verbs were mistakenly 
regarded as having ‘laid aside’ a passive 
meaning, whereas they had in fact ceased 
to have a reflexive meaning. 
depopulate dipo:pjüleit +tlay waste; de- 
prive of population. xvi. f. pp. stem of L. 
dépopulàáre, -ári ravage, f. dé DE- 3 populäre, 
-dri lay waste (f. populus PEOPLE), in medL. 
deprive of inhabitants, by assoc. with Rom. 
*disbopuláre (OF. despeupler, mod. dépeupler, 
whence dispeople xv). So depopula-TIon. 
xv. -L 
deport dipd-it A. fbear with, forbear, re- 
frain xv (Caxton); refi. comport oneself xvi; 
B. carry away or off xvi. In A- OF. 
deporter, f. de- DE- 3 -+ porter carry :- L. por- 
táre, rel. to PORT! and ?; in B — F. déporter 
~ L. déportdre (see DE- 2). So depo-rtMENT 
Tconduct; personal carriage. xvit. — (O)F. 
déportement. 
depose dipouz put down from office, 
dethrone xii; lay aside, lay down, remove 
XIV; testify (to), attest xv. — (O)F. déposer, 
based on L. dépónere lay aside or down, de- 
posit, entrust, f. dé DE- 2 1- pónere place ; see 
POSE’, POSITION. So deposit dipo-zit some- 
thing laid up or committed for safe keeping; 
state of being deposited xvir; place of de- 
posit xviii. ~ L. dēpositum, sb. use of n. of 
pp. of dépdnere. @ Earlier syns. are Tdepose 
(xtv, Gower), tdepost (xiv, Wycl. Bible), 
Tdepositum (xvi, Rheims N.T.). depo:sit 
vb. place as a pledge or for safe keeping XVII; 
Jay or put down xvii. — F. Tdépositer or 
medL. dépositàre, f. L.. dépositum. depo:sit- 
ARY one with whom a thing 1s deposited xvii 
(Sh.); place of deposit, depository XVIH. 
— late L. dēpositārius; cf. F. dépositaire. 
deposirioN  dipezijen degradation, de- 
thronement XIV ; giving of testimony on oath 
xv; taking down of Christ from the Cross 
XVI. — (O)F. déposition = L, depo-sitory? 
keeper of a deposit, depositary XVII; place 
of deposit xviii. — medL. dēpositōrium. 
depot de-:pou, (U.S. di-pou place for 
military stores or troops XVIII; depository ; 
(U.S.) railway station xix. - F. dépót, OF. 
depost — L. dépositum DEPOSIT. Spelt also 
depót, dépót, U.S. depo, deepo, and formerly 
pronounced dipou:, U.8. di-pot. 


deprave diprei-v corrupt, pervert; fvilify. 

xiv (PPL, Wycl. Bible). - (O)F. dépraver 
or L. dépravare, f. dé pE- 3-+pravus crooked 
perverse, wrong, bad. So depravity di- 
pre'viti corruption, esp. (after Jonathan 
Edwards, 1757) that of human nature due 
to original sin. xvii. Alteration of PRAVITY 
after DEPRAVE; in theol. use superseding 
pravity and depravation (xvi). 
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DEPRECATE 


deprecate de‘prikeit pray against: plead 
for the avoidance of. xvir. f. pp. stem of 
L. déprecári, f. dé DE- 2-- precárt PRAY ; see 
-ATE?, So depreca4'TION xv. = L. depre- 
catony Xvr. - late L. 

depreciate diprr[ieit lower in value or 
estimation Xv (Hardyng); fall in value or 
estimation (orig. U.S.) xvir. f. pp. stem of 
late L. dépretiare (medL. -prec-), f. dé 
DE- I + pretium PRICE; see -ATE? and cf. 
F. déprécier. 

depredation depriderfíon making prey or 
plunder (ofa thing). xv (Caxton). — F. dépré- 
dation -late L. dépraedátió(n-), f. déprzedári, 
f. dé DE- 3-- prae düri prey ; see -ATION. 

depress  dipres  Tsubjugate xiv; press 
down XV; bring down in vigour or spirits 
xv. — OF. depresser ~ late L. dépressdre, fre- 
quent. f. dépress-, pp. stem of déprimere 
press down, f. dë DE- 1 + premere PRESS. So 
depressION dipre-fan (astron.) angular dis- 
tance below the horizon, etc. xiv (Ch.); 
lowering of condition or powers xv. —(O)F. 
or L. 

deprive diprai-v dispossess, divest, debar. 
xiv (R. Mannyng). - OF. depriver — ecclL. dé- 
priváre, f. L. dē DE- 3 -- priváre deprive (see 
PRIVATION). So deprivaTION deprivei:fan. 
XV. — ecclL. 

de profundis di proufa:ndis Psalm cxxix 
(cxxx), beginning with these words in the 
L. version, ‘Out of the depths’ (have I 
called upon thee, O Lord), one of the seven 
penitential psalms used in the office for the 
dead xv ; cry from the depths of misery xrir. 
L. dé out of, and abl. pl. n. of profundus 
(used sb.) deep, PROFOUND. 

depth depp deepness, deep place, deep 
water. XIV (Wvycl. Bible, Ch., Gower). 
prob. based on ME. dépnes deepness -++ -rH! 
(cf. WIDTH); cf. MDu. diepde, (also mod.) 
-te, MLG. dépede. | Superseded or supple- 
mented OE. diepe, -u, déopu and déopnes 
(see DEEP; OE. diepe corr. to OS. diupi, 
OHG. tiufi (G. tiefe), ON. dypi, Goth. 
diupei :- CGerm. *deupin-). 

depute dipjürt appoint, assign. xv. Partly 
-(O)F. députer-L. députáre | destine, 
assign, f. dé bE- 2+ putdre consider (see 
PUTATIVE); partly based on depute pp. (xiv), 
still surviving in Sc. legal use as sb. ‘deputy’ 
— (O)F. député, the final syll. of which was 
dropped as in ASSIGN’, etc. So deputa: TION 
dep- appointment, delegation xiv; body of 
deputed persons xvin. —late L. deputy 
de:pjüti person deputed to act for another. 
XVI. var. of depute sb. (see above) with final 
syll. of the F. retained; see -v?. Hence 
de-putizr. XVIII. 

deracinate dirz-sineit pluck up by the 
roots, xvi (Sh.). f. F. déraciner (OF. des-), 
f. dé- DE- 6 + racine := late L. radicina, f. L. 
radix root, RACE! ; sce -ATE?, 

derail direi] run off or throw off the rails. 
XIX. — F. dérailler, f. dé- DE- 2 + rail RAIL?; 
in gen. use first in U.S. 





DERRING-DO 


derange direi'ndz disturb the order or 


functions of. xvi. — F. déranger, OF. 
desrengier ; see DE- 6, RANGE. 


Derby dà'ibi, (dial., vulgar, and U.S.) da-1bi 


name of an English county, OE. Déor(a)by, 
and title of an earldom named therefrom ; 
hence, name of an annual horse-race founded 
in 1780 by the twelfth earl of Derby ; (U.S.) 
bowler hat. xix. 


derelict de:rilikt forsaken, abandoned; also 


sb. xvit. — L. dérelictus, pp. of dérelinquere, 
f. dë DE- 3 + relinguere leave (see RELICT). So 
dereli:crION abandonment xVII; reprehen- 
sible neglect (of duty, etc.) xvii. = L. 


deride dirard laugh to scorn. xvi. = L. 


déridére, f. dé DE- 3-++ridére laugh, laugh at 
(see RISIBLE). So derisroN dirizon. Xv. 
- (O)F. -= late L. 


derive dirarv pass. and intr. emanate, take 


its origin xIv (Ch.); trans. conduct (water) 
from a source into a channel xv; Tconvey, 
transmit, direct; obtain from a source XVI. 
~ (O)F. dériver (corr. to Pr., Sp. derivar, It. 
derivare) or L. dērīväre, f. dē DE- 2 + rivus 
brook, stream (cf. RIVAL). So derivATION 
derivei'fən origination, spec. of a word xv 
(Bokenham); deviation into a channel; 
(med.) withdrawal of morbid fluid xv. 
—-F. or L. derivarivk deriv-. xv (sb. 
Battlefield Gram., adj. and sb. gram., 
Palsgr.). - F. - L. (Priscian). 


dermat(o)- d3:1mot(ou), dà1mot(o*) comb. 


form, varying with the shortened form 
dermo-, of Gr. dérma -mat- skin (cf. 
EPIDERMIS and TEAR?), used in many techn. 
terms. 


dern däin tconcealed, secret OE.; (arch.) 


dark, drear, dire xv. OE. derne, dierne = 
OFris. dern, OS. derni, OHG. tarni = 
WGerm. *darnja, rel. to OE. darian lie hid. 


derogate de-régeit fabrogate in part; tde- 


tract from, disparage XV; take away a part from 
xv; fall away from a standard xvii. f. pp. 
of L. dérogdre, f. dé DE- 2 + rogãre ask, 
question, propose (a law). So deroga‘TION. 
xv. ~(O)F. or L. (only in sense ‘partial 
abrogation of a law’). derogatory? diro:- 
gotori. XVI. —late L. Cf. ROGATION. 


derrick de:rik Thangman; Tgallows xvi; 


hoisting contrivance XVIII. f. surname of 
a noted hangman at Tyburn c. 1600; Du. 
Dierryk, for Diederik = G. Dietrich, Goth. 
Piudaretks (Theodoric) lit. ‘people-mighty’. 


derring-do  derigdü:  (arch.) feats of 


daring. XVI (Spenser; the Glosse to The 
Shepheardes Calender, October, has ‘In 
derring doe, In manhoode and cheualrie?). 
‘Taken up from sixteenth-century prints of 
Lydgate’s ‘Chronicle of Troy’, where 
derrynge do is misprinted for original 
dorryng do, which echoes ‘In dorrynge don 
that longeth to a knyght’ (in daring to do 
what appertains to a knight) of Chaucer’s 
"Troylus & Criseyde’ v 837. Lydgate also 
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used the phr. as a fully developed sb. (e.g. 
‘Chron. Troy’ v 136) (1962 N. & QO. 369 f.). 
Its currency in mod. writers is due to Scott’s 
use of deeds of such derring-do (‘Ivanhoe’ xxix). 


derringer de‘rind3e1 (U.S.) small pistol. 
XIX. f. surname of the inventor. 


derry deri meaningless word forming part 
of refrains, as hegh derie derie xvi, hey dery 
diddle, hey down derry down xvir, which have 
been echoed by poets of xix. 

dervish d3-1vif Mohammedan ascetic. XVI. 
~ Turk. dervis - Pers. darvésh, darvish 
poor, religious mendicant; cf. F., It. dervis 
(the source of early forms in Eng.), Sp. 
derviche, G. derwisch. 

des- see Drs-. 


descant de'skænt (mus.) accompaniment 
to a plainsong theme xıv (Wyclif); composi- 
tion in parts; Tvariation from the normal; 
varied comment XVI. orig. deschaunt - OF. 
deschant (mod. déchant) — Pr. deschans, Sp. 
discante - medL. discantus part-song, re- 
frain, f. L. dis- asunder, apart -- cantus song; 
see DIS-, CHANT. The present form is due to 
partial assim. to L.; the retention of the OF. 
form of the prefix is unusual. So descant 
diske:nt make a descant; comment, dis- 
course. Xvi. prob. f. the sb. 


descend dise-nd come or go down. xim 
(Cursor M.). —- (OJF. descendre — Pr. deis- 
sendre, Sp. descender, It. descendere :—- L, 
déscendere, f. dë DE- 1-+scandere climb (see 
SCANSION). So desce'ndANT issue, off- 
spring. XVI. —(O)F. descendant, prp. of 
descendre. desce:nt act or fact of descend- 
ing from an ancestor, transmission by in- 
heritance XiV ; downward motion xiv (Ch. ; 
rare before xvi). -(O)F. descente, f. des- 
cendre, after attente, vente from attendre, 
vendre. 


describe diskrarb set down in words; 
delineate. xv. —L. déscribere write down, 
copy off, f. dë DE- 1 + scribere write (see 
SCRIPTURE) ; superseded ME. descrive (- OF. 
descrivre, mod. décrire). «[ Formerly con- 
fused, through the notion of ‘mark down’, 
with DESCRY, as in Milton 'P.L.' tv 567. So 
descri-prioN (Wyclif, Ch). - (OFF. - L. 

descry diskrair A. tproclaim, declare, Tdis- 
close; Tcry down, decry xiv; B. catch sight 
of, discern xiv. — OF. deserier cry, publish, 
DECRY. Sense B appears to have arisen 
through identification with fdescrie (= OF. 
descrire), var. of Tdescrive (see prec.), which 
combined the senses of 'write down, de- 
scribe’ and ‘mark down, discern’. 

desecrate dersikreit destroy the sacred 
nature of. xvir. Formed with DE- 6 as the 
antithesis of CONSECRATE. So desecrA'TION. 
XVIII. €] L. désecráre means ‘consecrate, 
dedicate’. 


desert! dizd-1t worthiness, meritoriousness 
X1l1; action or quality deserving appropriate 
recompense XIV. = OF. desert, deserte, sb. 
derivs. of deservir DESERVE (obs. pp. desert, 
repr. Rom. *déservitu-s, for L. déservitu-s). 


desert? de:zoit waste tract of country. XIII 
(AncrR.). —-(O)F. désert (—Pr. desert, Sp. 
desierto, It. deserto, Rum. dercert) — ecclL. 
(Vulgate) désertum, sb. use of n. of désertus 
abandoned, left waste, pp. of deserere sever 
connexion with, leave, forsake. 'l'he L. pp. 
is the source of (O)F. désert adj., whence 
de‘sert adj. (x11, RGlouc.), which is now 
apprehended as an attrib. use of the sb. 


desert? diz5:it forsake, abandon. xv (earli- 
est in Sc.). f£. Tdesert pp. or — F. deserter, in 
OF. make desert = Pr. desertar, Sp. de- 
sertar, It. disertare (cf. late L. désertdre), ult. 
f. L. désertus DESERT*. So dese:rrioN. xv 
(Lydg.). - (O)F. - late L.. 

deserve diz3-iv become entitled to earn 
or claim xIII; be worthy to have xiv. - OF. 
deservir (now desservir) :~ L. déservire serve 
zealously or well, f. dé DE- 3 -+servire SERVE. 
So deservedly dizad-1vidli according to 
desert. xvi. f. pp. deserved+-Ly*; render- 
ing L. meritó, It., Sp. meritamente. 


deshabille see DISHABILLE. 


desiccate de-sikeit, di-sikeit make quite 
dry. XVI. f. pp. stem of L. désiccdre, f. dé 
DE- 3 -- siccáre make dry, f. siccus dry ; see 
-ATE?,  Stressed desrccate till xix. So 
desicca-riON. xv. ~ late L. 


desiderate dizrdoreit, dis- feel the want 
orloss of. xvit. f. pp. stem of L. desideráre, 
f. dé DE- 1, 2-- base *sider-, as in considerdre 
CONSIDER; see -ATE? and cf. DESIRE. So 
desideratum -eitəm something wanting 
and desired. xvii. sb. use of n.sg. of the 
pp. of the vb. desi-derarivE (gram.) ex- 
pressing desire. xvi. = late L. 


design! dizarn plan, scheme, purpose XVI 
(Sh.); plan for a work of art xvri. Earliest 
forms deseigne, disseigne, designe — F. tdes- 
seing, Tdes(s)ing (mod. dessetn purpose, plan, 
from which is now differentiated dessin 
drawing, draft), f. Tdessezgner (see next). 

design? dizarn A. point out, designate; 
B. plan, purpose, intend xvr; C. delineate, 
draw xvi. In form — F. désigner indicate, 
designate, and L. désigndre mark out, point 
out, delineate, depict, contrive, DESIGNATE. 
All the meanings derive ult. from the L. 
word, but sense B has been affected by 
DESIGN! and F. tdesseigner, sense C by F. 
dessiner, tdessigner (an alteration of desseigner 
— It. disignare). So designate de'zigneit 
tindicated xv (once), marked out or se- 
lected for office, appointed or nominated. 
XVII. — L. désignátus, pp. of designare, f. dé 
DE- 3+ signdre mark, SIGN ; see -ATE’. de-sig- 
nate vb. appoint or nominate for office 
XVIII; point out, name XIX. f. pp. stem of 
désigndre; see -ATE?, designa: TION. XIV. 
- (OJF. or L. 


desire dizaio9 wish for. xim. -(OJ)F. 
désirer = Pr. dezirar, It. Tdisiderare :- L.. 
dësīderāre (see DESIDERATE). So desi-re sb. 
xiv. ~(O)F. désir, f. the vb. desirous. 
XiV. — AN. desirous, OF. -eus (mod. désireux) 
= Pr. deziros, It, desideroso. 
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desist dizrst cease, leave off. xv. - (OJF. 
désister — L.. désistere, f. dé DE- 2 -|- sistere, re- 
dupl. formation on stare STAND. 


desk desk rest for a book, writing-paper, 
etc. XIV (Ch). Late ME. deske - medL. 
desca, prob. based on Pr. desc, desca basket 
or It. desco table, butcher's block :- L. 
discus quoit, dish, disc (see Discus and cf. 
DAIS, DISH); occas. vars. are desse (XVI, 
Spenser) and dexe; dask, the common Sec. 
form XVI-XVIII, is unexplained. 


desmo- de:zmou, dezmo: comb. form of 

Gr. desmós bond, chain, ligature (rel. to 
dein bind; cf. DIADEM), used in scientific 
terms. XIX. 


desolate de-salat left alone; deserted XIV 
(Ch.); destitute of life, joy, or comfort xv. 
— L. déséldtus, pp. of désélare abandon, f. dé 
DE- 3-d-sólus alone, SOLE; see -ATE?*. So 
desolarioN desolei[on utter devastation; 
dreary sorrow. xiv (Wycl. Bible). = late L. 
or partly through (O)F. 


despair dispeo: lose hope. xiv (R. Rolle), 
f. despeir-, tonic form of OF. despérer = Pr., 
OPg. desperar, It. disperare :- L. déspérdre 
(see DESPERATE). So despair sb. xiv. 
— AN. *despeir, for OF. desespeir (mod. 
désespoir). Ų Ch. and Gower have desespeir 
sb., Ch. and Lydgate desespeire vb. 


despatch see DISPATCH. 


desperado despsra:dou one in despair; 
desperate adventurer. XVII. refash. of the 
somewhat earlier tdesperate, sb. use of next 
(xv1), after Sp. words in -ADo. 


desperate de'sporot tdespairing, hopeless ; 
reckless from despair xv; to be despaired of, 
extremely dangerous or serious XV. -= L. 
déspérátus despaired of, pp. of désperáre 
despair, f. dé DE- 6+spérdre hope, f. OL. 
spérés pl., spés hope; cf. the similar use of 
the earlier despatred (xiv), modelled on OF. 
despéré (now désespéré) — It. disperato, Sp., 
Pg. desperado ; see -ATE?*. So despera' TION. 
xiv (Ch). - OF. - L. 

despise dispaiz look down upon in scorn. 
XII. f. despis-, pres. stem of OF. despire :- 
L. despicere, f. dé DE- 1+ specere look. (The 
early vars. in -ice show unvoiced s, after OF. 
despiss-, despisc-.) 

despite dispait fscorn; outrage, injury 
XIII; indignation, vexation, spite xiv. ME. 
despit - OF. despit (mod. dépit) = Pr. des- 
piech, Sp. despecho, It. dispetto s= L. dē- 
spectu-s looking down (upon), f. déspect-, 
despicere (see prec.). Phr. in despite of - OF. 
en despit de. Aphetic SPITE. So tdespitzous; 
see DISPITEOUS. 


despoil dispoi!l strip or rob of possessions. 
xui. - OF. despoill(ijer, despuillier (mod. 
dépouiller) = Pr. despolhar, Sp. despojar, It. 
spogliare, Rum. despoià :- L., déspoliáre, f. 
dé DE- 6+- spolia (see SPOIL). 

despond dispo:nd lose heart or confidence. 
XVII. — L. déspondére give up, resign, aban- 


don (in phr. animum déspondére, later with 
obj. dropped, lose heart), f. dé pe- 2+ 
spondére promise (cf. SPOUSE). Hence de- 
Spo'ndENCE, -ENCY, -ENT. XVII. 


despot de‘spat lord, prince, ruler xv; abso- 


lute ruler, tyrant xvin (Cowper, Southey, 
Burke ; the vogue of this sense was extended 
at the time of the French Revolution). = F. 
despote, earlier tdespot-medL. despota 
— Gr. despotés master, lord, perh. f. *dems-, 
rel. to L. domus house (cf. DOME), and mean- 
ing ‘master of the house’. So despotic 
déspo:tik. xvi. — F. despotique — Gr. des- 
potikós. despotısM de‘spotizm. xvi. = F. 


desquamation diskwamei‘fan _ scaling, 


peeling of skin, xvi. —F. désquamation 
or modL. désquamatio(n-), f. désqudmdre 
remove the scales from, f. dé DE- 6-+-squdma 
scale; see -ATION. 


dessert diz3-1t course of fruit after dinner. 


XVII. = F. dessert m., desserte fem., pp. 
derivs. of desservir remove what has been 
served at table, f. des- DIS- 2+servir SERVE. 
The pronunce. with z, for earlier s from F. 
-ss-, is due to the incidence of the stress on 
the following syll. 


destine de'stin appoint beforehand, as by 


a supernatural power XIV; set apart, allot 
xvi. —(O)F. destiner~L. déstindre make 
fast or firm, establish (cf. destina support, 
obstindre set one's mind on (see OBSTINATE), 
prestinare ‘fix the price of beforehand’, 
buy), £. dë DE- 3 + *standre settle, fix, f. stare 
STAND ; Cf. Gr. histdnein, stantiein place, OIr. 
conosnaim (:— *con-od-stanáio) cease, Skr. 
sthánam place, OSl. stanů, Lith. stónas 
place. Hence destina’TIon. xv. —(O)F. 
or L. The current concrete sense is short 
for ‘place of destination’? (xvni). destiny 
de'stini that which is destined, overruling 
necessity, fate. xiv. — (O)F. destinée — Pr. 
destinada, Yt. destinata, Rom. sb. use of fem. 
pp. of prec. L. vb. 


destitute destitjat tabandoned, forsaken, 


forlorn xiv (Wycl. Bible); devoid of xv; 
bereft of resources xviii (this sense prob. 
arises from a contextual interpretation of 
the poore destitute in Coverdale’s tr. of 
Psalm cit 17, where the meaning is properly 
'forlorn. - L. déstitütus forsaken, pp. of 
déstituere, f. dé DE- 1, 2 4 statuere set up, 
place (see STATUTE). 


destrier de'strior (arch.) war-horse. XIII. 


ME. destrer ~ AN. destrer, (O)F. destrier = 
Pr. destrier (whence It. Tdestriere) :- Gallo- 
Rom. *dextráriu-s (sc. equus horse), f. L. 
dext(e)ra (see DEXTER), the knight's charger 
being led by the squire with his right hand. 


destroy distroi? pull down, demolish, 


put out of existence, put an end to. XIII 
(RGlouc, Cursor M.) ME. destru(e), 
destrui(e), destrie, destroie = OF. destruire 
(mod. détruire) = Pr., Sp. destruir, It. 
struggere :- Rom. *déstrügere (formed after 
pt. déstruxi, pp. déstructus), for L. destruere, 
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f. dē DE- 6-+ struere pile up (see STRUCTURE). 
Hence destroy-ER!. xiv (Wycl. Bible, Tre- 
visa) ; short for torpedo-boat destroyer 1894. 
So destruction distra:kfon act of destroy- 
ing. XIV (R. Rolle). - (O)F. destruction — 
Pr. destruccio, etc. - L.. déstructió(n-), f. 
déstruct-, déstruere; see above and -TION. 
destructive. xv. - (O)F. - late L. 
desuetude disji‘itjiad, de--, di-switjad fdis- 
continuance, state of disuse. xv. -F. 
désuétude or its source L. désuetudo, f. 
désuét-, désuéscere disuse, become unaccus- 
tomed, f. dé DE- 6-+suéscere be wont, prob. 
f. *swe- ‘self’ (cf. SUICIDE), and so lit. ‘make 
one’s own’; see -TUDE. 


desultory de'səltəri shifting from one place 
or thing to another xv1; disconnected and 
irregular xvin. - L. désuitorius pert. to a 
vaulter, superficial, f. desultor, f. désult-, 
pp. stem of désilire leap down, f. dé DE- 1+ 
salire leap ; see SALIENT, -ORY. 


detach ditæ'tf disconnect and separate. 
XVII (prob. first in mil. use). — F. détacher, 
earlier Tdestacher (whence rare late ME. 
distache, Caxton), corr. to Pr., Sp..destacar, 
It. distaccare; f. des-, dis- DIS- 1-++stem of 
attacher AY TACH. So deta:chMENT. xvir. - F. 
detail di-teil, ditei-1 in detail item by item 
(after F. en détail, opposed to en gros in 
gross); minute account XVII; minute part; 
(mil) distribution in detail of the daily 
orders to the officers concerned, body de- 
tached for special duty (after F. détail du 
service, distribuer Pordre en détail) XVIII. 
— F. détail, f. détailler (f. dé- DE- 3+ tailler 
cut up in pieces), whence de-tail vb. deal 
with in detail xvir; (mil.) xvrir. 


detain diteiin keep under restraint XV; 
keep waiting XVI. repr. tonic stem of 
(O)F. détenir (AN. detener), corr. to Pr., Sp. 
detener, It. ditenere :— Rom. *détenére, for 
L. détinére, f. dé DE- 2-|-tenére hold; cf. 
ABSTAIN. So detai-ner (leg.) detention. 
xvii. — AN. detener, inf. used sb.; see -ER*. 
detenTION dite:nfjon. Xv. - F. détention 
or late L. détentió(n-), £. détent-, pp. stem of 
détinére, détenu deitonáZ person detained 
in custody. xIx. F., pp. of détenir. 


detect dite'kt Tuncover, expose Xv; expose 
the secrecy of xvi. f. détect-, pp. stem of L. 
détegere, f. dé DE- 6 -+ tegere cover (see 
THATCH); after Tdetect pp. (xiv). So dete:c- 
TION. XV. -late L. dete:ctivE. xix; first 
in detective police(man) ; hence ellipt. as sb. 


detent dite'nt in clocks and watches, the 
catch which regulates the striking. XVII 
(also gen. stop or catch in a machine; in 
gunsmiths’ use detant). — F. détente, earlier 
destente mechanism in a crossbow by which 
the string is released, (hence) analogous 
part in fire-arms, f. destendre slacken, f. des- 
DIS- (privative)+ tendre :— L. tendere stretch, 
TEND. Being assoc. formally with detent-, 
ppl. stem of detinére DETAIN, the word 
acquired a contradictory meaning (releasing 
mechanism being often a means of deten- 
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tion). détente deitã't easing of strained 
relations. xx. F.; see above. 

deter dit3-1 frighten away, discourage from. 
XVI. —L. déterrére, f. dé DE- 2 + terrére 
frighten (see TERRIBLE). So deterrentr 
dite-rent. XIX. 


deterge dit3-1d3 wipe or clear away (esp. 
med.). xvii. — F. déterger (Paré) or L. dē- 
tergēre, f. dē DE- 2 + tergëre wipe. So de- 
te'rgENT also sb. xvir, dete'rsıve cleansing. 
xvI. ~ F. détersif, f. pp. stem déters- of L. 
détergére. 

deteriorate ditia-risreit make worse XVI; 
grow worse XVIII. f. pp. stem of late L. 
deterioráre, f. déterior worse, compar. of 
*déter-, f. dé down (see DE-)-+compar. 
suffix; see -ATE?. 

determine dit3:3in bring to an end; 
come to an end, term, or decision Xiv 
(Wychf, Ch., Trev.); in former university 
practice, discuss and resolve a question (cf. 
below) xvi. —(O)F. déterminer — Pr., Sp. 
determinar, etc.— L. déterminádre bound, 
limit, fix, f. dé DE- 3 J- termináre TERMINATE. 
So dete-rminanT. xvii; as sb. (math.) tr. 
modL. determinans (Gauss, 1802), whence F. 
déterminant (Cauchy). determina-TION. xiv. 
(In former university practice, applied to 
disputations which followed admission to the 
degree of bachelor of arts and completed 
the taking of that degree.) - (O)F. -L. 


determinism dito:uninizm (philos.) doc- 
tune that human action is necessarily 
determined. — xix (Hamilton, 1846). =F. 
déterminisme (1840) or its source G. deter- 
minismus (Kant, 1793), which may have been 
extracted from prddeterminismus, if not 
directly f. determinieren - L. déterminare 
(see prec.) J- -àsmus -ISM. 
detest dite:st texecrate; have abhorrence 
of. xvi. -L. détestdri denounce, re- 
nounce, f. dë DE- 4 -+ festárt bear witness, 
call to witness, f. testis witness (see TESTIFY); 
perh. partly back-formation from detesta- 
TION di- texecration xv; abhorrence xv. 
- (O)F. - L. 


detinue  de:tinju (leg.) detention. xv. 
— OF. detenue, sb. use of fem. pp. of detenir 
DETAIN. Cf. avenue, issue, retinue. 


detonate di-téneit explode with sudden 
loud report ; also trans. XvIII. f. pp. stem of 
L. détondre, f. DE- 3-+tondre THUNDER (see 
-ATE?); partly back-formation from detona:- 
TION (XVII) — F. détonation, f. détoner = L. 
détondre. Hence de:tomaTor; xIx. 


detour, détour dei‘tuox dituaz, round- 
about way. XVIII. =~ FF. détour change of 
direction, f. détourner (OF. destorner) turn 
away; see DE- 2, TOUR, TURN. 


detract ditre:kt disparage xv; Ttake away 
from xvi. f. detract-, pp. stem of L. detrahere 
draw off, take away, disparage, f. dé DE- 24- 
trahere draw. So detra-crioN disparage- 
ment XIV; ftaking away xvi. —(O)F.-L. 
See TRACT, TRACTION. 
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detrain ditrern unload from or get off a 
train. XIX. f. DE- 7-- TRAIN sb. 


detriment de'trimənt loss, damage. xv. 
— (O)F. détriment or L. détrimentum, f. pt. 
stem detri- of déterere wear away, f. dé DE- 2 
-Fterere rub; see TRITE, -MENT. Hence 
detrime-ntaL!. xvi. 


detritus ditrartos wearing away by rub- 
bing xviii; (after F. détritus, which super- 
seded the more correct détritum) matter 
produced by such action xix. - L. détrztus, 
f. détri- (see prec.). 


detur di-tor annual prize at Harvard Uni- 
versity, U.S.A. xvm. L. ‘let there be 
given', 3rd sg. pres. ind. pass. of dare give 
(cf. DATIVE). 


deuce! djüs two at diceor cards xv ; (attennis), 
the point at which each side has scored 40 
and the game is à deux (It. a due) ‘at two’, 
i.e. when two successive points must be 
gained to win the game or set. xvi. = OF. 
deus (mod. deux) :- L. duds acc. Two. 


deuce? djiis in imprecatory phr. ta deuce 
on, the (ta) deuce take, what the (fa) deuce, 
plague, mischief, (later) the Devil. xvmt. 
- LG. duus (in de duus !, wat de duus .. 1) = 
G. daus (in der daus !, was der daus ..!, prob. 
to be identified ult. with prec. as a dicer’s 
exclamation on making the lowest throw, 


viz. a two. @ There is no chronological con- 
tact with ME. deus! - OF. deus! God! 


deuterium djütio:riom (chem.) an isotope 
of hydrogen, symbol D. 1934. modL., f. 
Gr. detiteros (cf. next) -I- -IUM. 


deutero- djü'torou, djütoro: before a vowel 
deu:ter- comb. form of Gr. detiteros second, 
also in the sense ‘secondary’, as in deu:tero- 
can'onical xvi (modL. deuterocanonicus), 
Deu:tero-Isat‘ah later part of the book of 
Isaiah (ch. xl-lv), writer to whom this is 
ascribed (xix). 


deuto-  djü'tou, djüto: before a vowel 
deut-, shortened form of DEUTERO- used in 
chem. to denote the second in a series, as 
deuto:XIDE (r810), and biol. to denote the 
second or a secondary part, form, or the like. 


deutzia djü:tsio genus of saxifragaceous 
shrubs. xix. modL., f. name of J. Deutz of 
Amsterdam ; see -IA!, 


Devanagari deivanagari Sanskrit alpha- 
bet. xvii (Dewnagur, Devya-nagre). Skr. 
(Hindi, Marathi) dévanagari (Bengali deva- 
nágar), lit. ‘divine town script’, f. dévds god 
(cf, DEITY, DIVINE)-}+ @gavi (an earlier name 
of the alphabet), f. nagaran town ; perh. so 
named from having originated in a certain 
town. 


devastate de-vasteit lay waste. XVII (rare 
before XIX; superseded older tdevast xvt). 
f. pp. stem of L. dévdstdre, f. DE- 5-1-vàstáre 
lay waste, f. vdstus; see WASTE and -ATE?. 
So devasta'TION. XV. 


DEVISE 





develop dive:lap unfold, lay open (more 
fully). xvir. First recorded in dicts. in pp. 
developed ; preceded by tdisvelop (xv1-xviit). 
~ OF. desveloper (in pp. c. 1200), mod. 
développer = Pr. desvolopar, It. sviluppare = 
Rom. vb. f. L. dis- pis- 2+-*volup-, *velup- 
(as in OF. voloper envelop, Pr. volopar, It. 
viluppo bundle, truss, viluppare wrap up), 
which has been referred ult. to medL. 
*faluppa wisp of straw, chip, of unkn. origin; 
cf. ENVELOP. So deve-lopMENT. XVIII (in 
Chesterfield in F. form développement). 


deviate di-vieit turn aside. xvu. f. pp. 
stem of late L. dévidre, f. dé DE- 2+via 
way; see -ATE®, So devia'TION. XVIL; — F. 
- medL. 


device divars plan, planning; pleasure, 
fancy XIII; Topinion; design, figure XIV; 
contrivance XIV. ME. devis, later devise, 
from XV device; the present form is — OF. 
devis m.; devise is - OF. devise fem.; the 
two words, which had an almost identical 
range of meaning, corr. to Pr. devis, devisa, 
It. diviso, divisa - Rom. derivs. of L. divis-, 
pp. stem of dīvīdere DIVIDE. Cf. DEVISE. 


devil de-vl the supreme spirit of evil; an 
evil spirit; malignant being, fiend in 
human form; printer’s apprentice XVII; 
(highly seasoned) fried or broiled dish xviii. 
OE. déofol = OF ris. diovel, OS. diubul, -al 
(Du. duivel), OHG. tiufal (G. teufel), 
ON. dofull, Goth. diabaulus, -bulus. 'The 
Goth. forms were directly — Gr. didbolos 
(used in LXX to render Heb. sdtdn Saran), 
prop. accuser, slanderer, f. diabdllein slander, 
traduce, f. did across+ballein throw, cast 
(cf. BALLISTA). The other Germ. forms 
were - ChrL. diabolus, whence also the 
Rom. forms, (O)F., Pr. diable, Sp. diablo, It. 
diavolo, and OSI. diyavolit (Russ. d'avol). 
One of the earliest Christian adoptions in 
Germanic, Shortening of the OE. diph- 
thong go (whence ME. ë) in inflected forms, 
e.g. nom. pl. déoflas, produced the present 
standard form, but the long vowel is pre- 
served, with suppression of v, in ME. dele, 
later deale (as in Sh. ‘Hamlet’), Sc. deil dil; 
vocalization of v gave ME. deul, mod. dial. 
dule. Hence devil vb. tplay the devil xvi; 
grill, broil (with hot condiments) XVIII; act 
as devil to a lawyer or writer x1x. de-vilish. 
XV (Lydg.); see -1sH!; cf. MLG., MDu. 
duvelsch, MHG. tiuvelisch (G. teuflisch). 
de'vilry. xıv (Barbour); after (O)F. dia- 
blerie; cf. MDu. duivel(e)rie; altered (orig. 
U.S.) to de-viltry xvitt, on the false analogy 
of harlotry or the like. Devil-may-care orig. 
Sc. deil-ma-care XVIII, phr. used attrib. in 
the sense ‘wildly reckless’, from ellipt. phr. 
such as ‘The devil may care (but I don’t, 
he doesn’t, etc. P. 


devious di-vies lying out of the way XVI; 
deviating from the direct way xvii, f. L. 
dēvius, f. dē DE- 2+ via way ; see -OUS. 


devise! divai'z order, appoint XIII; assign 
by will; plan, plot, contrive xIv. ~(O)F. 
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deviser divide, dispose, dispose of, design, 
contrive, discourse = Pr., OSp. devisar, 
]t. divisare, Rom. *divisare, f. divis-, pp. 
stem of dividere DIVIDE. 

devise? divai:z testamentary disposition. 


XVI. -—- OF. devise (see DEVICE) - medL. 
divisa, used for divistó DIVISION. 


devocalize divoukoleiz make (a sound) 
voiceless or non-sonant. XIX (Sweet). f. 
DE- 7-- L. vócális VOWEL 4- -IZE. 


devoid divord destitute of. xv. orig. pp. 
(contr. of Tdevoid make void or empty 
(x1v)~ OF. devoidier, -vuidier (mod. dévider), 
f. de- DE- 3-- voider, vuider VOID. 


devoir dovwà: duty, task X111; Tendeavour 
XIV; dutiful act of respect xvi. ME. dever 
~- AN. dever, OF. deveir (mod. devoir) = Pr. 
dever, Sp. deber, It. devere, dovere :— L. 
débére owe (see DEBIT) used as sb. The ME. 
pronunc. was dové'r, later dé*vor, continued 
in early modEng. deavour (cf. ENDEAVOUR) ; 
forms of the Parisian F. type (devoir) appear 
in xv and were established later, with 
approximation to the F. pronunc. 





devolve divəʻlv troll down xv; pass or 
cause to pass to or fall upon another xvI. 
— L. dévolvere, f. dé DE- 14- volvere roll (see 
VOLUME). So devolurioN divobDü:[on. xvi. 
— late L. 


Devonian  divou:nion pert. to Devon. 
xvir. f. medL. Devonia, f. Devon (OE. 
Defna|scir; Defnas repr. British Dumnonii 
name of the Celtic inhabitants, which was 
transf. to the Saxon conquerors; cf. W. 
Dyfnaint Devon :- British. Dumnonia) ; see 
-IAN. 


devote divou:t appropriate or dedicate as 

by a vow. xVi. f. dévot-, pp. stem of L. 
dévovére, f. dé pE- 3 + vovére vow. So 
devo'TIon. xit. -(O)F. - L. 


devotee devóti: person devoted to a cause, 
esp. religion. xvir (Evelyn). f. prec.J--EE, 
after debauchee, or the like ; superseding tde- 
vote, sb. use of the adj. - F. dévot or L. 
dévotus, pp. of dévovére. 

devour divauo:: swallow up, consume. 
XIV. devour-, tonic stem of (O)F. dévorer 
(corr. to Pr., Sp. devorar, It. devorare) = L. 
dèvorāre, f. dë DE- 3+ vorāre swallow (see 
VORACIOUS). 


devout divaut devoted to divine worship 
or service. XIII (devot, devout). -(O)F. 
dévot = Pr. devot, Sp. devoto, It. divoto = L. 
dévétus, pp. of dévovére DEVOTE. ‘The 
passage of 6 to à (whence present au) in the 
second syll. had begun before 13500. 


dew djü moisture deposited in drops from 
the atmosphere. OE. déaw — OFTris. dàw, 
OS. dau (Du. dauw), OHG. tou (G. tau), 
ON. dogg (gen. doggvar) :- CGerm. (not in 
Goth.) *dawwaz, -am :— IE. *dhawos, -om, 
the base of which is repr. by Skr. dhav flow, 
s spring, brook, Gr. thein run, thods 
swiit. 


Dl- 





dewan diwā'n (in India) chief minister or 
officer. xvii. - Hind. — Arab., Pers. diwan, 
an early sense of which was ‘register of 
accounts’, from which it was transf. in India 
to the officer having charge of the financial 
department of a state. Cf. DIVAN, DOUANE. 


dew-claw dji:kls rudimentary inner toe 
in dogs. XVI. prob. f. DEW--CLAW, being 
so called because it touches only the dewy 
surface of the ground; cf. 'deaw-claw, or 
water-claw of dogs' (Cotgr.) and next. 


dew-lap djü'lep fold of loose skin hanging 

from the throat. xiv (revisa) f. DEW-+ 
LAP!, perh. after ON. *doggleppr (ODa. 
doglap). 


dexter de:kstor (her.) right-hand. xvi. -L. 
dexter, compar. formation expressing the 
contrast of two sides, f. CIE. base *dex-, 
whence Gr. dexiós on the right hand (cf. 
dexiterós), together with Indo-Iranian, 
Balto-Slav., Germ., Celtic, and Albanian 
cogns.; the primary meaning passes some- 
times into ‘south’, sometimes into ‘adroit’ 
and ‘valiant’. So dexterity -e:riti mani- 
pulative skill, mental adroitness. xvi. =F. 
—L. de: xterous, de-xtrous. f. L. dexter. 


dextrin de-kstrin (chem.) gummy sub- 
stance into which starch is converted at high 
temperatures, having the property of turn- 
ing the plane of polarization 138:68? to the 
right, whence its name. — F. dextrine (Biot 
and Persoz, 1833), f. L. dextrd on the right 
hand, abl. fem. of dexter ; see prec. and -IN. 


dextro- de‘kstrou used as comb. form of 
L. dexter, dextr- right-handed (see DEXTER) 
or dextrá on the right hand, in physical and 
chemical terms to denote ‘turned or turning 
to the right’ with ref. to the property of 
causing a ray of polarized light to turn to 
the right; first used by Pasteur. 


dey dei commanding officer of the janis- 

saries of Algiers. xvi. = F. dey- Turk. 
dài maternal uncle, friendly title given 
formerly to older people, esp. among the 
janissaries. 


dhoby doubi native Indian washerman. 
xix. —- Hindi dhoóbi, f. dhób washing :- Skr. 
dháv wash (see DEW). 


dhooly erron. var. of DOOLIE. 


dhoti, dhootie d(h)outi, d(h)uti loin- 
cloth worn by Hindus. xvit (duttee). Hindi 
dhoti. 

dhow, dow dau native vessel used on the 
Arabian Sea. xix. ult. origin unkn.; in 
Marathi as dà, in Arabic as dà. @ The 
sp. with dh appears to be an attempt to 
orientalize the look of the word. 

di-' di, dai see Dis-. 

di-? dai, di repr. Gr. di-, for dis TWICE (see 
TWO), as in digamos twice married, didrakmos 
worth two drachmas, diptukhos double- 
folded; see DICOTYLEDON, DIGAMMA, DI- 
GRAPH, DILEMMA, etc. As a living prefix 
used in chem. in the sense of ‘twice, double’, 





[263] 


DIA- 


DIAMOND 





with various spec. application, expression 
the presence of two atoms or molecules, 
equivalents, etc. 


dia- dais before a vowel di- repr. Gr. dia-, 
di-, the prep. dia (app. alteration of IE. *dis 
in two, apart; cf. DIS-) in comps. with the 
senses ‘through’, ‘thorough(ly)’, ‘apart’, oc- 
curring in a few words going back (some- 
times through French and Latin) to Gr. 
originals, as DIALECT, DIATRIBE, and in many 
mod. scientific and technical formations. 
b. In Gr. medical terms did with a genitive 
pl. was used to denote the composition of 
medicaments, as dià trión peperéón phdr- 
makon drug made of three peppers, did 
tessdron, dia pénte of four, five ingredients. 
Many of these were combined into single 
words by Latin physicians, whence DIA- 
PENTE, DIATESSARON ; the formation of some 
became obscured through apprehending 
Gr. -ön (-wv) as -on (-ov), which was latinized 
aS ~um, aS in DIACHYLUM. For the similar 
use in mus. terms see DIAPASON, DIAPENTE. 


diabetes daiobrtiz disease marked by im- 
moderate discharge of urine containing 
glucose. xvi. - L. diabétés - Gr. diabétés, 
f. diabaínein go through ; see DIA- and COME. 


diablerie diz-blori dealings with the devil, 
devilry xviii (Warburton); devil-lore xIx 
(Scott). — F., f. diable DEVIL; see -ERY. 


diabolic xiv, diabolical xvi daiobo:-lik(o) 
pert. to the or a devil. = or f. (O)F. diaboli- 
que, ChrL. diabolicus, f. diabolus DEVIL; see 
-IC, -ICAL. 


diabolo dixbolou the game of devil-on- 
two-sticks, in which a double cone is made 
to spin in the air by means of a string 
attached to two sticks held one in each hand. 
xx (1907). It. (DEVIL). 


diachylon, -um daiz:kilon, 9m, diaculum 
daiæ'kjuləm lead-plaster. xiv. - OF. dia- 
culon, diachilom —\ate L.. diachylon, for L. 
diachylón, repr. Gr. did khülón composed 
of juices; see DIA- b, CHYLE. 


diaconal daiz-kenal pert. to a deacon. 
xvi. — ChrL. diáconüális, f£. didcontuus DEACON. 
So dia:conate. xvii. — ChrL. didcondtus. 
Cf. F. diaconal, diaconat ; see -AL!, -ATE!, 


diacritic daiskri-tik serving to distinguish 
XVII ; sb. diacritic sign Xix. — Gr. drakritikós, 
f. diakrinein distinguish; see DIA-, CRITIC. 


diadem  darodem royal crown or fillet. 
— (O)F. diadéme - L. diadéma — Gr. diddéma 
regal fillet of the Persian kings, f. diadein 
bind round, f. did DIA- + deîn bind. 


dieresis daiiorisis (sign " marking) the 
separation of a vowel from its neighbour. 
XVII. — late L. — Gr. diaítresis, f. diaireín di- 
vide, f. did DIA- -+ haireîn take (cf. HERETIC). 


diagnosis daiəgnou'sis determination of 

the nature of a disease. xvii. ~modL. = Gr. 
didgnosis, f. diagignóskein distinguish, dis- 
cern, f. did DiA---gignóskein perceive (see 
KNOW). 


diagonal daiz-ganel extending from one 
angular point of a figure to an opposite one. 
xvi. dia-gonally adv. xv. — L. diagéndlts, 
f. Gr. diagénios, f. did across, DIA--+génia 
angle (cf. KNEE) ; see -AL!. So (O)F. 


diagram  daiogrem illustrative figure. 
XVH. -l. diagramma - Gr. didgramma 
(-at-), f. diagráphein mark out by lines, f. 
did DIA--+-grdphein write; see -GRAM. So 
di:agrammiatic -groma'tik, xIx. 


dial dairol instrument to tell the time of 
day by the shadow cast by the sun. Xv. 
Obscure deriv. of medL. didlis, f. diés day; 
see -AL!, @ Outside Eng. only in a single 
instance in Froissart's Chronicle where it 
means a daily wheel (roe jornal) in a clock. 


dialect  dai-lekt particular manner of 
speech; subordinate variety of a language. 
XVI. ~= F. dialecte or L. dialectus = Gr. did- 
lektos discourse, way of speaking, language 
of a district, f. dialégesthai hold discourse, 
f. did D1A- -- légein speak (cf. Locos). Hence 
diale-ctat! pert. to dialect(s). xix; dia- 
lectical was earlier in this sense xvin. So 
diale-ctic XVII, -ICAL XVI pert. to logical 
disputation. diale-ctic sb. investigation of 
truth by discussion xIv (Wycl. Bible); spec. 
in Kant, etc. XVIII. = (O)F. dialectique or L. 
dialectica — Gr. dialektiké sb. use (sc. tékhné 
art) of fem. of dialektikós ; cf. G. dialektik. 
"The treatment of L. dialectica as n.pl. led to 
the use of diale:ctics. xvir (Milton). dia- 
lecti-cIAN. xvit. — F. dialecticien (Rabelais). 


dialogue daislog colloquy, esp. between 
two persons. XII. — OF. dialoge (mod. 
dialogue) - L. dialogus - Gr. didlogos con- 
versation, discourse, f. dialégesthai converse 
(see DIALECT). Hence as tvb. express in 
dialogue ; hold a dialogue. xvi (Sh.). 


dialysis diæ'lísis statement of disjunctive 
propositions, asyndeton XVI; (chem.) Gra- 
ham's name for the separation of the soluble 
crystalloid substances in a mixture from the 
colloid xix. -= L.- Gr. didlusis, f. dialüein 
part asunder, f. did pia-+ltein set free, 
LOOSEN. 


diamanté diamã'tei material scintillating 


with powdered crystal, etc. xx. F., pp. 
formation on diamant DIAMOND, 
diameter daiz'mitoI transverse line 


through the centre of a circle, etc., termi- 
nated at each end by the circumference. xiv 
(Ch., Trevisa). -(O)F. diamètre = L. dia- 
metrus, -os = Gr. didmetros (sc. grammë line) 
diagonal of a parallelogram, diameter of a 
circle, f. did DIA-+métron measure (see 
METRIC), So dia-metraL?. xvi. —(O)F. 
— late L. ; contemp. with diame‘tricaL. xvi. 


diamond  daiomond most brilliant and 
valuable of precious stones. x. ME. 
diama(u)nt - (O)F. diamant — Pr. diaman, 
Sp., It. diamante ~ medL. diamant-, diamas, 
alteration of L. adamas ADAMANT, prob. 
through a pop. form *adimas (whence OF. 
aimant, mod. aimant, Pr. aziman lodestone), 
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and by assocn. with words in DIa-, e.g. Gr. 
diaphanés DIAPHANOUS. The differentiation 
of form in medL. was prob. due to the two- 
fold application of adamas to the diamond 
and the magnet. The disyllabic pronunc. 
dai:mond is shown as early as XVII and is 
recognized by orthoepists of xvn. For 
fina ld from t cf. card, mound. 


diapason daioperzon (mus.) toctave xiv; 
harmonious or melodious succession of 
notes or parts ; foundation stop in an organ 
XVI; scale, range, pitch xviir. — L. diapásón = 
Gr. diapásón, i.e. did pásón (sc. khordón), 
more fully hé dià pásón khordón sumphonía 
the concord through all the notes, i.e. of 
the scale; diá through (cf. prA- b) pdsén, 
g. pl. fem. of pás all, khordón, g. pl. of 
khorde cnonp. Cf. (O)F. diapason, whence 
the xvr-xvii stressing dza:pason (but Sh., 
Milton, and Dryden, e.g., have diapa:son). 
By Spenser and imitators anglicized as 
diapase. So diapente daiape:nti (mus.) 
interval of a fifth (xiv), xv; Tmedicine com- 
posed of five ingredients xvii. = OF. = late 
L. = Gr. dia pénte through five; see DIA- b. 


diaper dairopor linen fabric with a small 
diamond pattern xIv; pattern of this kind 
XVII; small towel xvi. — OF. diapre, earlier 
diaspre = Pr. diasp(r)e= medL. diasprum = 
Byzantine Gr. diaspros, f. did pia--+dspros 
white; the orig. meaning of the Gr. word 
is uncertain. Hence di:aper vb., dirapered 
ppl. adj. xiv; cf. (O)F. diaprer, diapré. 
diaphanous  daiz-fonos perfectly trans- 
parent. XVIIL. f. medL. diaphanus (whence 
(O)F. diaphane, Sp., It. diafano, etc.), f. Gr. 
diaphanés, f. did DIA- --bhan-, phaínein show 
(cf. PHANTASY); see -OUS. So diaphaneity 
-ríti. xvir (Boyle). - medL. diaphaneitas, 
whence F. diaphanéité ; earlier tdiapha:nity 
(xv) - F. tdiaphanite. 
diaphoretic  dai:ofóre:tik sudorific. xv. 
—late L. diaphoréticus - Gr. diaphorétikós, 
f. diaphérésis perspiration, f. diaphorein 
throw off by perspiration, f. did p1a-+ 
phorein carry, rel. to phérein BEAR? ; see -TIC. 
diaphragm  darofrem partition dividing 
the thorax from the abdomen. xvii (earlier 
in L. form). -late L. diaphragma — Gr. 
didphragma, f. did pia--+phrdgma fence, 
phrdssein (:— *phrakj-) fence in, hedge round. 
diarchy see DYARCHY. 


diarrheea daiorio: too frequent evacuation 

of too fluid fæces. xvr (also diaria, diarie XV). 
— late L. diarrhæa (Cælius Aurelianus, 
Isidore) - Gr. diárrhoia (Hippocrates), f. 
diarrhein flow through, f. did D1A---rhefn 
flow (see STREAM). 


diary darori daily record ; book to contain 
this. XVI. —-L. diàrium daily allowance, 
(later) journal, diary, in form sb. use of n. 
of diárius daily (which, however, is not pre- 
medizeval), f. diés day (f. a base repr. also by 
L. deus god, Gr. Zeus, L. Jovis, g. of Juppiter, 
Ir. dia, W. dyw day); see -ARY. Hence 
diarisT. xix. 


DICK 


Diaspora daiz:spera the Jews dispersed 
among the Gentiles. xıx. — Gr. diasporă, 
f. diaspeirein disperse, f. did DIA-+speirein 
sow, scatter (cf. SPERM); from Deut. xxviii 
25 (LXX) éag 9uacmopà év máoaw Bacietass 
TS YIS. 

diastole daiæ'stəli (physiol.) dilatation. 
Xvi. —late L.— Gr. diastolé separation, 
expansion, dilatation, f. diastéllein, f. did 
pIA--+-stéllein place (cf. STOLE’). 








diatessaron daiəte'səron t(mus.) interval 
of a fourth xIv; medicine of four ingredients 
xv; harmony of the four Gospels xix. 
—late L. díatessarón, f. Gr. dià tessdrón 
through, i.e. composed of, four (did DIA-, 
tessdron, g. of téssares FOUR). The last mean- 
ing is derived from the title of the earliest 
work of the kind, Tatian’s Euaggélion dia 
tessar6n ‘gospel made up of four’ (11). 


diatonic daioto:nik (mus.)) -(O)F. dia- 
tonique or its source, late L. diatonicus — Gr. 
diatonikós proceeding through, i.e. at the 
interval of, a tone, f. did DIA--- tónos TONE; 
see -IC. 


diatribe dai-atraib disquisition Xvt; severe- 
ly critical discourse xix. - F. diatribe — L. 
diatriba — Gr. diatribé employment (of time), 
study, discourse, f. diatríbetn consume, waste, 
while away, f. did DIA- J- tribein rub (prob. 
rel. to L. terere rub; cf. TRITE). 


dibble di-bl instrument for making holes in 
the ground. xv (debylle). In form a deriv. 
with -LE of tdib vb. (xtv), a syn., and prob. 
a modified form, of DIP; but the senses of 
this vb. that are more directly connected 
with dibble are of much later emergence. 


dibs dibz pl. children’s game played with 
pebbles or knuckle-bones xvilI (earlier dib- 
stones, Locke); money xix. perh. f. dib vb. 
(see prec.) tap, dip, bob, apprehended as 
a var. of DAB. 


dicast ditkest member of an ancient 

Athenian jury. x1x. — Gr. dikastés, agent- 
noun f. dikdzein judge, f. diké judgement 
(cf. DEICTIC). 


dice dais. xiv, earlier dise, dyse, dees, dés, 
pl. of piE?, with the orig. pronunc. of the 
pl. inflexion as [s] preserved in the spec. 
coll. use, as in pence. 


dichotomy daiko-tami division into two 
parts. XVII. — Gr. dikhotomía, f. dikhótomos 
cut in two, equally divided, f. dikho-, comb. 
form of dikha in two, rel. to dis (see TWICE) + 
*tom-[témnein cut; see -TOMY. So dicho-to- 
mizE. xvii. dicho:tomisr. xvi (Marlowe). 


dick! dik (sl) short for npicrIoNARY, (hence) 
fine language, long words. xix. 


dick? dik (sl) short for pEc|LaRATION (e.g. 
take one’s dick, i.e. one’s oath}; hence perh. 
sl. phr. up to Dick, up to the proper standard. 
XIX. | 
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forms and uses. xvi. —- medL. dictiónárium 
(sc. manudle MANUAL) and dictiónárius (sc. 
liber book), f. L. dictió phrase, word; see 
DICTION, -ARY. Q Dictionarius was used 
c. 1225 by the Englishman Joannes de Gar- 
landia for a collection of L. words arranged 
according to subject, and in xiv the French- 
man Peter Berchorius (Pierre Bersuire) 
wrote a 'Dictionarium morale utriusque 
testamenti', containing 2,514 words used in 
the Vulgate, with moral expositions. 


dictum di-ktam saying, utterance. xvi (rare 
in gen. sense before xviir). L. ‘thing said’, 
sb. use of pp. n. of dīcere (see DICTION); 
repr. earlier (xv1) by tditon — F. dicton. 

didactice didæ'ktik, dai- pert. to a teacher 
or teaching. xvil. — Gr. didaktikós, f. stem 
didak- of diddskein teach (cf. DISCIPLE), perh. 
after F. didactique ; see -1C. 

didapper daidepor dabchick. xv. Re- 
duced form of dive-dapper (not recorded so 
early), extension of dive-dap :- OE. *dyfe- 
doppa, parallel to dufedoppa. 

diddle drdl (colloq.) cheat, swindle. xix. 
prob. back-formation from diddler swindler. 

didymium  didirmiom (chem.) metallic 
element. xix. modL., f. Gr. dídumos twin 4- 
-IUM; so called from its close association 
with lanthanium. 


die! dai cease to live. xit. ME. de5en (Orm 
dezenn), deizen, deye, pt. de(z)3ede, detde, 
of disputed origin: two hypotheses are 
admissible: (i) that the ME. forms repr. 
unrecorded OE. “*diegan, *“dégan = OS. 
déian, OHG. touwan (MHG. téuwen), 
ON. deyja (in which the orig. strong 
conjugation is preserved, pt. dó, pp. dáinn; 
in the other langs. the vb. is weak) 
:- Germ. *dawjan (pt. *déw, pp. *dawan-), f. 
*dazw-, repr. also in DEAD, DEATH, and Goth. 
af |\dauips vexed, rel. by gradation to diwans 
mortal, un|divvanei immortality; but it is 


DICKENS 


dickens di-kinz euph. substitute for devil. 
XVI (Sh.). prob. a fanciful use of the per- 
sonal name Dickens, f. Dicken, Dickon, dim. 
of Dick, alteration of Rick, pet-form of 
Rickard, Richard; cf. the use of Old Harry 
and the Lord Harry, Old Nick, for the Devil. 


dicker di-kaz ten, esp. of hides. ME. dyker 
(x11), in latinized forms dicra (Domesday 
Book), dikra, dicora, points to an OE. 
*dicor, corr. to MLG. déker, MHG. techer, 
(also mod.) decher :- W Germ. *decura = L, 
decuria set of ten (cf. DECURION), which is 
found as early as 111 as a measure of hides; 
the adoption of the term by the Germans is 
accounted for by the exaction of tributes of 
skins by the Romans (cf. Tacitus ‘Annals’ 
IV 72) and by the frontier trade in skins 
between the Romans and the northern 
nations. Hence (perh.) di-cker vb. (U.S.) 
trade by barter, haggle. XIX; a use supposed 
to be due to the bartering of skins on the 
N. American frontier. 


dicky! di-ki he-ass, donkey; tunder-petti- 
coat XVIII; driver’s or rear seat in a carriage; 
detached shirt-front; small bird ‘also dicky- 
bird) xix. dim. of the proper name Dick 
(cf. DICKENS); see -Y*. 
dicky? di'ki (colloq.) shaky, insecure, 
‘queer’; feeling ill xviu (Grose, 'It's all 
Dickey with him’). perh. orig. f. Dick in 
phr. ‘I am as queer as Dick’s hatband' 
(Grose); see -YL 
dicotyledon dai:kotili-dan (bot.) flowering 
plant having two seed-lobes. xvi. ~modL. 
pl. dicotylédones (Ray); see DI-, COTYLEDON. 


dictaphone di'ktəfoun machine which 
records and reproduces words received by 
it. XX (1907). irreg. f. DICTATE-} -phone of 
GRAMOPHONE, 


dictate diktei:t utter aloud (something to 
be written down); lay down authoritatively. 





XVI. f. dictát-, pa. ppl. stem of L. dictare 
pronounce, prescribe, frequent. f. dicere say 
(see DICTION). The earlier stressing was 
di'ctate. So di:ctate sb. xvr (Hooker). - L. 
dictátum, sb. use of n. pp. of dictdre, usu. in 
pl. dictdta rules, precepts. dicta'TION. 
XVII. — late L. dicta:ror ruler with abso- 
lute authority. xıv (Trevisa). — L. dictator. 


diction dikfan tword, phrase xv; choice 
of phraseology, wording xvir (Dryden). 
—(O)F. diction or L. dictió(n-) saving, mode 
of expression, (later) word, f. dict-, pp. stem 
of dicere say, rel. to Gr. deikniinai show (cf. 
DEICTIC), diké justice, Goth. gateihan an- 
nounce, OHG. zihan (G. zethen), OE. téon 
(17 *teohan) accuse, ON. tjd show, tell; see 
-TION. @ Other derivs. of L. dic- are abdi- 
cate, dedicate, indicate, predicate, vindicate, 
with corr. sbs. in -ation; juridical; addict, 
interdict, predict ; benediction, indiction, juris- 
diction, malediction, prediction; dictionary ; 
dictate, dictum; condition; index; judge. 


dictionary dikJansri book treating the 
words of a language or an author, their 


die? 


diesis  dai'ísis 


more likely (i?) that the ME. forms were 
immed. —- ON. deyja (OSw. dóta, ODa. dóie; 
Sw. dó, Da. dóe). Q The tendency of the 
uncompounded vb. to disappear is illus- 
trated in all the Germ. langs. but Norse ; in 
OE. the words for ‘die’ were steorfan, 
sweltan, or wesan déad, pt. wes déad (‘be, 
was dead’). For the development of die 
from ME. dé3e, cf. dye, eye, high, nigh, thigh, 
etc. 

dai pl. dice dais cube with sides 
marked 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, used in games of 
chance. XIII. ME. dë, dee, pl. dës, dees 
— (O)F. dé, pl. dés — Pr. dat, Sp., It. dado 
:— L. (Rom.) datum, sb. use of n. pp. of dare 
give (cf. DATE!), spec. play, as in calculum 
dare play a ‘man’, 

(mus.) applied to several 
intervals smaller than a tone xvt (Morley); 
(typogr.) double-dagger f, which was for- 
merly used to denote a diesis (cf. F. dièse 
sign of a sharp #) xvi. = L. diesis - Gr. 
diesis, f. diiénai send through, f. did DIA--+ 
hiénai send. 
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DIES NON 


dies non dai‘iz non day on which no legal 
business is transacted or which is not 
reckoned in counting days for legal or other 
purposes. XIX. Short for legai L. dies nón 
jüridicus day not set apart for the admini- 
stration of justice (cf. JURIDICAL). 


diet! darot food xin; customary or pre- 
scribed course of food xiv (Ch.). - (O)F. 
diète = Pr., Sp., It. dieta = L. diæta = Gr. 
díaíta course of life. Hence di:et vb. xiv; 
after OF. dieter, med. diwtdre. di-etary 
course of diet. xv. —medL. diztdrium. 

diet? daiot Tday's journey; appointed day 
or time, meeting, session xv; metal scraped 
from gold and silver plate assayed day by 
day at the Mint xvit. —- medL. dieta day's 
journey, allowance, work, wages; assoc. 
with L. diés day, and consequently divorced 
from prec. 


dif- assim. form of pis- before f, as in L. 
differre DIFFER. In Rom. it became def-, 
which in OF. was reduced to de-, and this 
appears in DEFER, DEFY. 


differ difər have contrary qualities or 
tendencies xiv (Ch.); be at variance XVI. 
— (O)F. différer (i) put off, pEFER, (ii) be 
different — L. differre (i) bear apart, spread 
abroad, delay, (ii) tend apart, differ, f. dis- 
DIS- 1+ferre carry, BEAR*. The final dif- 
ferentiation of differ from DEFER! in meaning 
and pronunc. is due to assoc. with different. 


So different. xiv. —-(OJF. différent - L. 


differéns, difference. xiw. - (O)F.-L. 
differe-ntiar. XVII. differe-ntiaTE’, 
-A'TION. XIX. —medL. differentidre; cf. 


F. différencier, -entier. 

difficult di'fikəlt not easy, hard xıv; hard 
to please xvi (from xix largely replaced by 
F. difficile). Back-formation from difficulty, 
from which a form Tdifficul (xv-xvir) was 
also derived, and used beside Tdifficil (- F. 
difficile, L.. difficilis, f. dis- D1s- 2 4- facilis easy, 
FACILE). di-ffliculty )( ease (Wycl. Bible, 
Trevisa); something hard to understand 
XIV (Ch.); reluctance xv. -—L. difficultds, 
f. dis- Dir- + facultds FACULTY; partly 
through (O)F. difficulté. 

diffident difidont Tdistrustful xv; want- 
ing in self-confidence xvi. — L. diffident-, 
-éns, prp. of diffidere mistrust, f. dis- DIS- 2-+ 
fidere trust, rel. to fides FAITH; see -ENT. So 
diffideNcE. xv. = F. or L. 

diffraction difre-kfan (optics) breaking up 
of a beam of light. xvii. — F. diffraction or 
modL. diffractio (Grimaldi, 1665), f. dif- 
fract-, pp. stem of diffringere break in pieces, 
f. dis- DIF--+frangere (see FRACTION). 

diffuse difjü's tconfused, indistinct xv; 
X confined and condensed xviii. = F. diffus 
(fem. -use) or L. diffüsus extensive, ample, 
prolix, pp. of diffundere pour out or abroad, 
f. dis- DIF- + fundere pour. So diffuse 
difjüz pour or spread abroad. xvi. f. 
diffüs-, pp. stem of diffundere. diffu-sIon 
Toutpouring xiv; spreading abroad xvi; 
permeation of a fluid by another XVIII. = L. 


DIGNITY 


dig dig make holes in and turn up (the 
ground) x11 (‘Orfeo’); make (a hole) as with 
a spade; excavate xiv. ME. digge, perh. t= 
OE. *dicigian, f. dīć DITCH; superseded delve 
and grave (OE. grafan), orig. conjugated 
weak (digged), as always in Sh., A.V., and 
Milton; the new dug appears XVI (cf. stuck, 
pt. of stick). Q Chronology and meaning are 
against deriv. from F. diguer furnish with 
dikes (xv), also, spur (a horse), prod, stab. 


digamma daigæ'mə Gr. letter f, so called 
by grammarians of the first century A.D. 
from its shape, which suggests a combina- 
tion of two gammas (see DI-, GAMMA) set one 
above the other. xvul. — L. — Gr. digamma. 


digest dai-dzest methodical or systematic 
compendium. XIV (orig. of the Digest or 
Pandects of the Emperor Justinian; later 
gen.). —L. digesta ‘matters methodically 
arranged’, n. pl. of digestus, pp. of digerere 
divide, distribute, dissolve, digest, f. di- 
DI-!4- gerere carry (see GERUND). So digest 
di-, daidge:st arrange methodically ; assimi- 
late (food) in the body xv. f. digest-, pp. 
stem of digerere. dige:sTION. digesting of 
food xiv (Ch., Trevisa); etc. - (O)F. - L. 
@ In xvi-xvir disgest, disgestion were also 
current. 


dight dait fappoint, ordain; ‘compose, 
make OE.; Tdeal with; T put in order, 
equip; (arch. or dial.) dress, array, prepare, 
put to rights xit. OE. dihtan direct, com- 
mand, appoint, arrange, compose, write, 
corr. to MLG., MDu. dichten compose, 
institute, contrive (Du. dichten invent, com- 
pose, versify), OHG. tichton (G. dichten) 
write, compose verses, ON. dikta compose 
in Latin, invent, contrive —- L. dictdre ap- 
point, prescribe, DICTATE, in medL. write, 
compose. @ The wide development of this 
vb. in ME. is repr. in mod. dial. by such 
specialized applications as ‘polish, burnish, 
smooth’, ‘winnow’, ‘wipe’. In the mod. 
literary lang. used mainly in the contracted 
pp. dight, which was revived by Scott, prob. 
from Spenser or Milton, after a century of 
desuetude. 


digit di-dzit any numeral below 10, any of 
the ten Arabic figures xv ; 4l; of the diameter 
of sun or moon XVI; finger, toe; finger's 
breadth xvir. — L. digitus finger, toe, prob. 
for *dicitus 'the pointer' and rel. to TOE. 


digitalis didziteilis plant of the foxglove 
family xvi1; drug prepared from this xvII. 
- modL. (Fuchs, 1542), sb. use (sc. herba 
plant) of L. digitális pert. to the finger, 
after the G. name of the foxglove, fingerhut 
thimble, lit. ‘finger-hat’. 
dignify di-gnifai give dignity to. xv. -F. 
dignifier - late L. dignificáre; see next and 
-Fy. Frequent in pp. from XIX in sense 
‘marked by dignity’. 
dignity di-gniti worth, nobility, honour- 
able estate or office XIII; nobility or gravity 
of manner xvii (Milton). ME. dignete, 
= OF. dignete (mod, dignité, with latinized 
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DIGRAPH 


DIMISSORY 





spelling) — L. dignitds, f. dignus worthy (:- 
*decnos fitting, f. decet itis fitting or DECENT) ; 
see -ITY. Hence di:gnitanv. xvi: ; after pro- 
prietary. 4|. From the same base are condign, 
dainty, deign, disdain, indignant. 


digraph dai-graf group of two letters repre- 
senting one sound. xvi. f. Gr. di- twice, 
DI-*--graphé writing (cf. -GRAPHY). 


digress daigre:s deviate from a course or 
from one's subject. xvi (Palsgr.). f. digress-, 
pp. stem of L. d:gredi, f. di- D1-! --gradi step, 
walk, f. gradus step (see GRADE). So digre:s- 
SION, XIV (Ch.)). -(O)F.- L. 


dike, dyke daik A. (dial) ditch xm; B. 
embankment xv. = ON. dik, diki or MLG. 
dik dam, MDu. dic ditch, pool, mound, 
dam (Du. dijk dam); see DITCH. In A first 
recorded from northern and eastern texts, 
in which it is prob. of Norse origin; in B 
prob. originating from the Low Countries 
in connexion with drainage works. So dike, 
ay vb. xiv (R. Mannyng, PPI., Barbour, 


dilapidate dile:pideit bring (a building) to 
a state of decay; (arch.) squancer. xvi. 
pp. stem of L. dilapiddre, f. di- D1-1-- lapid-, 
lapis stone; see LAPIDARY, -ATE?. So di- 
lapida-T1oN allowing a building to fall into 
disrepair; (arch.) squandering. xv. = late L. 
@ The application to the deterioration of 
ecclesiastical property, which is predomi- 
nant, depends on an etymological interpreta- 
tion not found in the orig. L. words, which 
denote wasteful expenditure, squandering, 
the sense retained in F. dilapider, -dation. 


dilate daileit A. prelate at length xiv 
(Gower); discourse at large upon XVI; B. 
make wider xv; become wider, expand XVII. 
~(O)F. dilater-—L. dildtére spread out, f. 
di- DI-! 4- látus wide (cf. LATITUDE). So 
dilata-rroN. xiv (Ch) - OF. — late LL. (cf. 


Sp. dilatación); largely superseced by the | 


shorter dila: TroN xv, which is improperly 
formed, as if dilate contained the suffix 
-ATE®; cf. It. dilazione and coercion. 


dilatory di-loteri tending to cause delay 
XV; given to delaying XVII. -— late L. dila- 
torius, f. dilator delayer, f. dildt-, pp. stem 
of diferre DEFER; see -ORY. 


dilemma dai-, dilemma form of argument 
involving the opponent in the choice of 
alternatives; choice between two equally 
unfavourable alternatives. XVI. — L. dilemma 
- Gr. dilémma, f. di- pt-*-+-lémma assump- 
tion, premiss (see LEMMA). 


dilettante dilite-nti amateur of the fine 
arts; (later) mere amateur. XVIII. It. ‘lover 
(of music or painting}, sb. use of prp. of 
dilettare :- L. délectdre DELIGHT; see -ANT. 


diligent diidgont constant or persistent 
in endeavour. XIV. -(O)F. dihgent — L. 
diligent-, -éns assiduous, attentive, adj. use 
of prp. of diligere esteem highly, love, choose, 
take delight in, f. di- pi-1 + -legere (as in 


neglegere NEGLECT), prob. rel. to Gr. alégein 
be concerned about, digos pain. So dili- 
ZENCE Tcareful attention; constant endea- 
vour XIV; Tdispatch, haste xv. -(O)F. 
diligence — L. diligentia. €| As the designa- 
tion of a public stage-coach diligence is a 
mod. adoption (xvit) of F. diligence, short 
for carrosse de diligence ‘coach of speed’ ; the 
clipped form dilly (xviir) was formerly used 
for this, and survives dial. for various kinds 
of carts, trucks, etc., used in agricultural and 
industrial operations. 


dill dil the plant Anethum graveolens, 
having carminative properties. OE. dile 
and dyle, corr. to OS. dilli (Du. dille), OHG. 
tilli (G. dill from LG.), and MDu. dulle, 
MEG. tulle, ON. dylla; of unkn. origin. 


dillenia dilirnio genus of E. Indian plants. 
xvir. modL., f. name of J. J. Dillenius, pro- 
fessor of botany at Oxford 1728-47 ; see -1A!. 

dilly see DILIGENCE. 

dilly-dally di-lidz:li expressive of vacilla- 
tion. xvii. redupl., with variation of vowel, 
of DALLY. 

dilute dailjü:t, di- weaken by adding water, 
etc. XVI. f. dilüt-, pp. stem of L. diluere 
wash away, dissolve, f. di- pi-'+-luere, 
comb. form of lavdre wash, LAVE. Hence 
dilu-rioN. xvii (Sir T. Browne). 


diluvial diljū'viəl pert. to the Flood XVII; 
(geol.) caused by extraordinary action of 
water ona large scale x1x. ~ late L. diluwidlis, 
f. diluvium flood, DELUGE. So Gilu-VIAN. XVII. 

dim dim not clear or bright. OE. dim(m) — 
OFris. dim, ON. dimmr, rel. to synon. OHG. 
timbar (MHG., mod. dial. timmer), OSw. 
dimber, Olr. dem black, dark. Hence dim 
vb. xut; in OE. comps. ddimmian, fordim- 
mian, corr. to ON. dimma darken. 


dime daim jtenth part xiv; 45 of a dollar 

xvii. -(O)F. dime, Tdisme :- L. decima 
tithe, sb. use (sc. pars part) of fem. of 
decimus TENTH. 


dimension di-, daime:nfon measurement, 
measure. xiv (Trev.). — F. dimension — L. 
dimensió(n-), £. dimens-, pp. stem of dzmetiri ; 
see DI-! and MEASURE. 

dimidiation dimidier[on halving. xv. = L. 
dinüdidiió(n-), f. dimidiat-, -áre, f. dimidium 
half (cf. DEMY), f. dī- p1-1-- medius middle, 
MID ; see -ATION. 

diminish diminif make smaller, lessen. 
xv. Resulting from a conflation of tdiminue 
xIV (—(O)F. diminuer - L. diminuere) and 
MINISH. Ín Rom. the prefix has taken the 
form of Di-! (cf. Pr., Sp. diminuir, It. dimi- 
nuire); but L. diminuere means 'break up 
small’. So diminurioN. xiv. -(O)F. 
diminution - L. diminütió(n), late form of 
déminutié. diminutive. xiv (as sb. in 
gram.) -(O)F. diminütif-late L. di-. 
déminütivus. 

dimissory dimi-sori authorizing dismissal or 
mission. xiv. — late L. dimissérius (in littere 
dimissorize), £. dimiss-, dimittere ; see DISMISS. 
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dimity di-miti stout cotton fabric. xv 
(demyt)  — lt. dimito or medL. dimitum 
— Gr. dímitos, f. dis pi-? + mitos thread of the 
warp; the origin of the final syll. is unkn. 


dimorphous daimo'ifos existing or occur- 
ring in two forms. XIX. f. Gr. dímorphos, f. 
dis p1-*--morphé form; see -MORPH, -OUS. 
So dimo:rphic (Darwin). 


dimple ditmpl thollow in the ground xi ; 
small hollow in the cheek or chin xiv. In 
place-names (XIII) occurring as dimpel, 
dympel, prob. repr. OE. *dympel, corr. to 
OHG. tumphilo (MHG. tiimpfel, G. tiimpel) 
deep place in water, f. Germ. *dump-, perh. 
nasalized form of *dup- *deup- DEEP; cf. 
Eng. dial. dump deep hole in pond or river- 
bed, Norw. dump pit, pool, MLG. diimpelen, 
Du. dompelen dive, the IE. base of which, 
*dhumb-, appears in Lith. dumbi, dübti 
become hollow or deep ; see -LE!. 


din din loud noise. OE. dyne (:— *duniz) 
and dynn, corr. to OHG. tuni, ON. dynr (i= 
*dunjaz, -uz). So din vb. Tsing, resound 
OE. ; assail with din, make resound, make a 
din xvir. OE. dynian = OS. dunian, MHG. 
tünen roar, rumble, ON. dynja come rum- 
bling down, gush, pour :~ Germ. *dunjan. 
The IE. base *dhun- is repr. also by Skr. 
dhúnis roaring, Lith. dundéti sound. 


dinar dinà:1 name of various Oriental 
coins. XVII. — Arab., Pers. dinár — late Gr. 
déndrion — L. dénárius (cf. DENIER). 

dinder di:xndor denarius or other small coin 
found on ancient Roman sites, e.g. at 
Wroxeter. XVIII. var. of di-nneere, de:neeve, 
DENIER. 


dine dain take the principal meal of the 
day. xir: (RGlouc.). - (O)F. diner, earlier 
disner (whence It. de-, disinare) = Pr. disnar, 
Cat. dinar :- Rom. *disjiinare, for *dis- 
jéjundre break one’s fast, f. dis- DIS- 2+ 
Jéjünium fast; see JEJUNE and cf. DÉJEUNER, 
DINNER. 

ding din deal or strike with heavy blows 
XIII; knock, dash down, etc. xIv. prob. of 
Scand. origin (cf. ON. dengja hammer, 
whet a scythe; (corr. to OE. dengan beat, 
whence dial. dinge), OSw. ddngia, Da. 
dznge beat, bang), corr. to G. dengeln whet 
a scythe, MHG tengeln. Conjugated strong 
in Sc. and north. dial., after fling, sing. 

ding-dong di-nda-n redupl. form imit. of 
the tolling of a bell. xvi. 

dinghy, dingey digi native Indian row- 
ing-boat; (gen.) small rowing-boat. xix. 
-— Hindi dingi, déigi, dim. of déngd, dénga 
larger kind of boat, sloop, coasting-vessel. 
‘The sp. with gA is used to indicate pronunce. 
with g. 

dingle diggl deep hollow, deep narrow 
cleft ; (in literary use, after Milton’s ‘Comus’ 
311) dell shaded with trees. x11I (sea dingle, 
in the w. midl. ‘Sawles Warde’; not other- 
wise recorded in literature till Drayton, a 
Warwickshire man, but occurring in place- 


DIONYSIAC 


names of Lancs and Worcs xiir, and poss. 
in Dinglei of Domesday Book). perh. a dim. 
form (see -LE!) ; cf. the synon. (dial.) dimble 
(xvr) and DIMPLE; ult. origin unkn. 

dingo di:ngou wild dog of Australia. xviIl. 
Native name; cf. junghd (George’s River), 
jugung (Turuwul, Botany Bay). 

dingy dindzi (dial) dirty; of dark and 
dull colour or appearance. XVII. prob. in 
dial. use long before it is recorded, and 
perh. to be referred ult. to OE. dynge dung, 
manured land, f. dung DUNG ; see -Y!. 

dinky di-nki (collog.) neat, spruce. XIX. 
f. Sc. and north. dink decked out, trim (Xv1); 
of unkn. origin ; see -v!. 

dinner dinor chief meal of the day. xii 
(RGlouc., Cursor M.). ME. diner - (O)F. 
diner, sb. use of diner DINE; see -ER‘, 

din(o)- dain(ou) comb. form in modL. 
terms of Gr. deinds terrible (cf. DIRE), de- 
noting certain huge extinct animals, as 
dino:rnis moa (Gr. órnis bird) 18435, di-no- 
saur saurian reptile (Gr. saziros lizard) 1841, 
di-nothere proboscidean quadruped (Gr. 
thérion wild beast) 1835. 

dint dint stroke, blow OE.; force of 
attack or impact xiv (R. Mannyng); (by 
assoc. with dent, indent) mark made by a 
blow, dent xvi. OE. dynt, reinforced in ME. 
by the rel. ON. dyntr (dyttr), dynta. Phr. 
Tby dint of sword (x1v-xvi1i) ; by dint (earlier 
dent XVI) of, by means of xvii. So dint vb. 
xiii (Cursor M., Havelok). - ON. dynta 
(dytta). 

diocese dai-asis, -sis bishop’s sphere of 
jurisdiction. xiv. ME. diocise - OF. diocise 
(mod. diocése) — Pr. diocesa, diocezi, Sp. 
diocesis, It. diocesi - late L. di:océsts, for L. 
diccésis governor's jurisdiction, district, 
(eccl.) diocese — Gr. diofkésis administration, 
government, (Roman) province, (eccl.) dio- 
cese, f. dioikefn keep house, administer, f. 
di(a)- thoroughly, through -o?kefn inhabit, 
manage, f. ofkos house (cf. wick’). By 
assim. to L. the F. form became dioces, later 
diocése, and the Eng. forms followed the 
same course ; diocess was the prevalent form 
from xvi, and was retained by some even in 
XIX (e.g. in The Times). So diocesan 
daio:sisen pert. toa diocese; sb. bishop. xv. 
— F. diocésain - late L. diocésánus. 
diecious dairíos (bot.) having the two 
sexes in separate individuals. XVIII. f. 
modL. Dicecia (1735) twenty-second class 
in Linnzus's sexual system of plants - Gr. 
type *dioikia, f. *díoikos having two houses, 
f. di- D1-?-- ofkos house; see -1oUS. 

Dionysiac daiónrsiek pert. to Dionysus 
(Bacchus). xix. - late L. Dionysiacus - Gr. 
Dionüsiakós, f. Diónüsos god of wine; see 
-AC. In F. -zaque. So Diony'siaN (1) in same 
sense XVII ; (ii) pert. to Abbot Dionysius the 
Little (VI A.D.), who is said to have first 
dated events from the birth of Christ, of 
which he fixed the accepted date xvir., f. 
L. Dionystus, adj. of Dionysus, and the per- 
sonal name Dionysius. 
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diorama daiðrà'mə see PANORAMA. 


dip dip let down into liquid OE. ; go down, 
sink xv; have a downward inclination XVII. 
OE. dyppan (pt. dypte, pp. dypped):- 
*dupjan, f. *dup- *deup- (see pEze). Hence 
dip sb. act of dipping XVI; depression; 
downward inclination XVIII; in full dip- 
candle XIX. 


diphtheria difpiə'riə infectious disease 
affecting chiefly the throat. 1851 (in Dungli- 
son); became current when ‘Boulogne sore 
throat’ was epidemic in 1857-8). = modi. 
— F. diphthérie (now diphtérie), substituted 
by Pierre Bretonneau (of T'ours, d. 1862) for 
his earlier diphthérite (modL. diphtheritis, 
which was used in Eng.), f. Gr. diphthérd, 
diphtheris skin, hide, piece of leather; so 
named on account of the tough membrane 
which forms on parts affected by the disease. 
Hence diphthert-tic, which is preferred to 
diphthe-ric. 


diphthong drifpog combination of two 

adjacent vowels or ‘vowel-likes’ in one 
syllable xv; used loosely for digraph and 
for the ligatures #, @ xvi. ln early use 
often dipthong — F. dipthongue, tdypthongue 
— L. diphthongus (late dipthongus) — Gr. di- 
phthoggos, f. dis DI-? -+ phthéggos voice, 
sound. 


diplo- diplou comb. form of Gr. diplots 
twofold, double (see pr-? and FoLp'), used 
in techn. terms from XVIII. 


diploma diplou-ma official document of 
state or church; document conferring an 
honour, privilege, or licence. xvii. —L. 
diplóma - Gr. diploma folded paper, letter 
of recommendation or conveying a licence 
or privilege, f. diploiin double, fold, f. 
diploás DOUBLE. 


diplomacy  diploumosi management of 
international relations by negotiation XVIII; 
skill in such dealings xix. — F. diplomatie, 
f. diplomatique, after aristocratie, -cratique. 
diplomatıc dipiðmæ'tik pert. to original 
official documents; concerned with diplo- 
macy. XVII. In the former sense ~ modL. 
diplématicus (in Mabillon’s ‘De re diplo- 
matica’, 1681), f. L. diplémat-, CIPLOMA ; in 
the latter sense = F. diplomatique, which 
was so used at the time of the French 
Revolution (e.g. in corps diplomatique body 
of officialis attached to foreign legations). 
The transition of sense originated from 
such titles as the ‘Codex juris gentium 
diplomaticus’ of G. W. Leibnitz, 1695, and 
‘Corps universel diplomatique du droit des 
gens’ of Jean Dumont, 1726, in. which the 
word was used in its proper sense as applied 
to original official documents; but, as the 
subject-matter of these collections con- 
cerned international relations, the word 
itself was construed as referring directly to 
these. As sb. diplomatic A. tdiploma- 
tist; Tdiplomacy xvii; B. (also -ics) study 


DIRIMENT 


of original documents xIx. A. sb. uses of 
the adj.; B.- F. diplomatique, based on 
modL. res diplómatica (Mabillon, 1681). So 
diplomat drplómzt. xix. — F. diplomate, 
back-formation from diplomatique, after 
aristocrate, -cratique. diplo:matisr. xix. 
f. F. diplomate or L. stem diplomat-. 


dipsomania dipsoumei'nis morbid craving 
for strong drink. xix. modL., f. Gr. dipsa, 
dipsos thirst-+ MANIA. So dipsoma:niac. 


diptera  di:ptoro  two-winged flies. XIX. 
modL. = Gr. diptera (Aristotle), n. pl. of 
dipteros two-winged (f. di- DI-?+pterdn 
wing; cf. PTERO-) used sb. (sc. éntoma 
insects). So di-pterovs. XVIII, 


diptych drptik two-leaved hinged tablet 
for writing. XVII. — late L. diptycha- late Gr. 
diptukha pair of writing-tablets, n. pl. of 
díptukhos, f. di- p1-?+ ptukhé fold. 


dire daior dreadful, terrible. xvi. -= L. 
dirus, f. base *dwei- fear (cf. Gr. deldein, 
déos sb. fear, deinds terrible (DINO-), deilds 
afraid. 


direct di-, daire-kt address (a letter or 
message), later spec. with the designation 
written on the outside xiv (Ch.); direct or 
instruct xv (Lydg.) prob. based immed. on 
pp. direct (Ch.) - L. directus, pp. of dirigere, 
dē- straighten, direct, guide, f. dis- DI-1, dé 
DE 3-l- regere put straight, rule (see REGENT), 
whence also dire-ct adj. straight xiv (Ch.); 
straightforward, immediate xvr. @ The 
sense-development of the vbs. direct and 
ADDRESS is, in consequence of their origin, 
closely parallel. So dire-cTIoN action of 
directing XV; course pursued XVII. = F. or 
L. dire'cTIvE. adj. xv, sb. xvir. = medL. 
director. xv. ~AN. directour (mod. 
directeur). dire:ctonv adj. serving to direct 
xv (Lydg.); sb. book of directions xv1; used 
for F. Directotre the executive body in France 
during part of the Revolution period, con- 
sisting of five directeurs, XVIII (Washington). 


dirge d5id3 office of matins for the dead 
XIII; song of mourning xvi. ME. dirige 
(three syll.), later dyrge, derge, dergie (two 
syll.), the pl. of which prob. suggested a 
monosyllabic sg. dirge, which appears to be 
first established in late xv1; the first word 
of the antiphon to the first psalm in the 
office: ‘Dirige, Domine, Deus meus, in 
conspectu tuo viam meam' (cf. Psalm v 8) 
Direct, O Lord my God, my way in thy 
sight; imper. of L. dirigere DIRECT. 


dirigible di-ridzibl that can be directed or 
steered. xvi. f. L. dirigere DIRECT-+-IBLE; 
as applied in mod. use to aircraft, alteration 
of dirigeable (c. 1880) — F. dirigeable (1870); 
See -IBLE, -ABLE. 


diriment dirimont nullifying. xix. -L. 
diriment-, -éns, prp. of dirimere separate, 
interrupt, frustrate, f. dir- DISs--+emere take 
(cf. EXEMPT); see -ENT. 
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DIRK 


dirk diik dagger. xvi. Earliest in Sc. durk, 
dowrk; the present sp. was popularized by 
Johnson; poss. = Da. dirk, dirik, Sw. dyrk, 
familiar form of Diederik (see DERRICK), used, 
like G, dietrich, LG. dierker, for a pick-lock ; 
but the earliest forms and the meaning do 
not favour this origin. 


dirt ddit (dial.) ordure; unclean matter 
XIII ; (dial.) mud, soil xvir. ME. drit - ON. 
drit, corr. to MDu. dréte (Du. dreet), rel. to 
the vbs. OE. gedritan = ON. drita, MDu. 
driten (Du. drijten), with poss. Balto-Sl. 
cogns. The present metathesized form 
appears XV. 


dis- prefix repr. L. dis-, corr. to Germ. *tiz- 
(OE. te-, to-, OF ris., OS. to-, te-, ti-, OHG. 
Zü-, ze-, zi-) and rel. to Gr. DIA-. It was 
reduced to di- before some voiced con- 
sonants, as in diligere (see DILIGENT), dirigere 
DIRECT, dividere DIVIDE, became dir- between 
vowels in dirimere (see DIRIMENT), was 
assim. before f, as in differre DIFFER, difficilis 
DIFFICULT, but retained its full form before 
D, t, c, and s. 

In Eng. dis- appears (i) as repr. dis- in 
words adopted direct from Latin, (ii) as 
repr. OF. des- (mod. dés-, dé-), organically 
developed from L. dis-, (iii) as repr. late L. 
dis-, Rom. *des-, substituted for L. dé-, 
(iv) as a living prefix combined with words 
of no matter what origin. 

As an etymol. el. dis- occurs (1) with the 
meanings ‘apart’, ‘asunder’, ‘separately’, as 
in discern, discuss, disperse, dispute, distend; 
hence (2) with privative, negative, or re- 
versive force, as in disaster, displease, dis- 
suade, or with intensive force, as in disturb. 
As a living prefix from xv with such priva- 
tive or reversive force it (3) forms comp. 
vbs., as disestablish (xvi; of a church, 1838, 
W. E. Gladstone), disinter, disown, (4) with 
sbs. forms vbs. meaning to strip, rid, free or 
deprive of a quality or character, or reverse 
a condition, as dzschurch, disrobe, (5) with 
adjs. forms vbs., as disable, (6) with sbs. 
expresses the reverse or lack of, as disquiet, 
disrepute, disregard, disservice, disunion, (7) 
with adjs. expresses the negative or opposite, 
as discourteous, disreputable, and (8) 1s used 
with intensive force, as disannul. Dis- has 
sometimes replaced earlier mis-, as in dislike. 


disabi:lity incapacity. xvi. Dis- 6. disable 
disei‘bl make unable or incapable, incapaci- 
tate. XV. DIS- s. disabu sse undeceive. 
XVI. DIS- 3, 4. disadvantage. xiv 
(Wyclif, Trevisa). —(O)F. désavantage ; 
DIS- 2. disaffe:ct Tdislike; (esp. in pp.) 
alienate the friendship or loyalty of. XVII. 
DIS- 3. disaffo-rest free from the operation 
of the forest laws. XVI. ~ AL. disafforestdre ; 
DIS- 2. Syns. de-afforest (xvit), deforest (xv1), 
disforest (xvi). disagree- fail or refuse to 
agree. XV. — (OJF. désagréer; Dis- 2. dis- 
allow: refuse to allow, Tapprove, accept, 
acknowledge. xiv (PPL, Gower) - OF. 


desalouer ; DIS- 2 


DISCHARGE 


disappear disopio:i cease to be visible or 
present. xv (Lydg.). f. DIS- 3-++-APPEAR, 
after F. disparaitre, the lengthened stem of 
which, disparaiss-, was tepr. by Tdisparish 
xv. Q Not in Sh. or A.V. Hence disap- 
pea’rANCE, XVIII. 

disappoint disapoi-nt deprive of appoint- 
ment ; frustrate the expectation or fulfilment 
of. xv. — (O)F. désappointer, f. des- DIs- 2+ 
appointer APPOINT. Hence disappoi-nt- 
MENT. XVII. Q Disappointed in Sh. ‘Hamlet’ 
I v 77 means ‘improperly appointed’, ‘un- 
prepared’, 

disarm disa1m deprive of arms or arma- 
ment XIV (Ch., fig. tr. L. exarmare); reduce 
to a peace footing xvii. — (O)F. désarmer ; 
see DIS- 2 and ARMS. So disA:RMAMENT. 
XVIII; after F. désarmement. 


disarray’ (arch.) disorder. xiv (in MSS. 
of Ch., varying with desray). — AN. *desarei, 
OF. desaroi; DIS- 2, ARRAY. 


disaster dizà:sto: sudden or great calamity. 
XVI. — F. désastre or its source It. disastro, 
f. dis- DIS- 24- astro (t— L. astrum) STAR ; lit. 
‘unfavourable aspect of a star’ (cf. disasters 
in the sun, Sh. ‘Hamlet’ 1 i 118); cf. Pr., Sp. 
desastre, and Pr. benastre good fortune, 
malastre ill fortune, and Eng. ill-starred 
(Sh.). So disastrous fill-starred, ill- 
boding xv1; calamitous xvi. — F. désastreux 
~ It. disastroso; in early use competing with 
tdisaster adj., Tdisastered — F. tdésastré — It. 
disastrato. 


disband disbz-nd break up (as) a band of 
soldiers. xvi. — F. Tdesbander (mod. dé-), 
f. des- D1S- 1 --BAND?, after It. sbandare. 


disbelie-f want of belief. xvi. pis- 6. So 
disbelie-ve not to believe. XVII. DIS- 3; 
superseded musbelief (x11), -believe (xiv). 
disbu-rden. xvi. DIs- 4. 

disburse disb3-1s pay out. xvi. ~— OF. 
desbourser (mod. déburser, whence tdeburse 
XVI), f. des- D1S- 2-- bourse PURSE. 


disc, disk disk ‘flat’ surface of the sun, etc. 
XVII; discus; circular plate; round and 
flattened part xviir. = F. disque or its source 
L. DIscus. 


discard diska1d reject (a card) from the 
hand ; cast off, abandon, dismiss. XVI. f. DIS- 
4+CARD?, after F. fdescarter, tdecarter 
(whence earlier Eng. tdecard xvi), which 
was prob. modelled on It. scartare (or Sp. 
descartar). 

discern  dis5:in, diz- distinguish by the 
intellect or the vision. xiV. = (O)F. dis- 
cerner = L. discernere separate, divide, dis- 
tinguish, f. dis- DIS~ 1 + cernere separate, rel. 
to Gr. krinein (see CRISIS). 


discharge distfa-1dz disburden, relieve 
XIV; remove (a charge) xv; acquit oneself of 
xvi. ME. descharge — OF. descharger (mod. 
décharger) — Pr., Sp. descargar, It. scaricare, 
Rum. descarca += Rom. *discarricáre; see 
DIS- 2 and CHARGE. Hence discha'rge sb. 
xv; cf. OF. descharge (mod. dé-). 
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disciple disaipl follower of a doctrine, 
pupil. OE. discipul - L. discipulus learner, 
f. discere learn, rel. to docére teach (see 
DOCTOR); reinforced in ME. by OF. deciple; 
later conformed to the L. sp. 


discipline di-siplin chastisement, peniten- 
tial correction XIII (AncrR.); tinstruction, 
schooling; branch of learning X1v; training 
in action or conduct xv; system of control 
over conduct xvi. — OF. discipline, tdece-, 
Tdes(c)- — L. disciplina, f. discipulus (see 
prec.) So disciplinary. xvr. -— medL. 
disciplinárius. disciplina: ntaN xvi. 


disclaim diskleitm renounce a claim. xvi. 
— legal AN. desclaim-, tonic stem of desclamer 
(AL. disclamare), f. des- DIS- 2-+clamer 
CLAIM. So disclai:mer* disavowal of a 
claim. xv. = AN. disclaimer, sb. use of inf. 


disclose disklou:z uncover, open up to the 
knowledge of others. xiv (Gower). f. OF. 
desclos-, pres. stem of desclore — Pr. des- 
claure + Gallo-Rom. *disclaudere ; see DIS- 2, 
CLOSE. Hence disclo-suRE. XVI. 


discobolus  disko:balos thrower of the 
discus. xviu. L.- Gr. diskobólos, f. dískos 
DISCUS 4- *bol-, var. of base of bdllein throw 
(cf. BALLISTA). 


disco:lour alter or spoil the colour of. xiv 
(Wyclif; pp. Gower). — OF. descolorer or 
medL. discolérdre; Dis- 2. So discoLora:- 
TION. XVII (H. More). 


discomfit diska-mfit defeat utterly ; thwart, 
disconcert. xiv. ME. disconfite, based on 
pp. disconfit (xir) - OF. desconfit, pp. of 
desconfire (mod. déconfire) = Pr. desconfir, 
It. disconfiggere :- Rom. “*disconficere, f. 
Dis- 2+ conficere put together, frame, com- 
plete, finish off, destroy, consume (which in 
Rom. retained the constructive sense; see 
CONFECTION). So disco-mfituReE. XIV. 
— OF. desconfiture = Pr. desconfitura, etc. 


disco‘mrorT ‘discouragement, ‘distress, 
desolation x1v (Barbour, Ch., Wycl. Bible); 
being uncomfortable xix. — OF. desconfort 
(mod. dé-). So vb. xiv (RGlouc., R. Man- 
nyng). — OF. desconforter. See Dis- 2, 6. 


discommon disko:mon Tdeprive of mem- 
bership of a community xv; (in universities of 
Oxford and Cambridge) deprive (a trades- 
man) of the privilege of dealing with under- 
graduates; deprive of the right of common 
or the character of common land. xvi. f. 
DIS- 443- COMMON. So disco:mmons de- 
prive of commons; discommon (a trades- 
man). Xix. Tdisco:nmmunme discommon. 
XVI; after medL. discommuinicdre. 


disconcert diskons5:itt throw into con- 
fusion, derange XVII; ‘put out’ XVIIL =F, 
tdesconcerter (mod. dé-), £. des- DIS- 2-4- con- 
certer CONCERT. 


disconsolate disko'nsələt comfortless, 
cheerless. xiv (Ch.). - medL. disconsolátus, 
f. L. dis- DIS- 24+ consõlätus, pp. of consdlari 
CONSOLE, 


discontinue cause to cease; cease XV. 
— (OJF. discontinuer; DIS- 2. So discon- 
tiinuance. xiv (Trevisa). - AN. dis- 
continuous. xvii (Milton). 


discord di-skiid want of harmony, variance 
x1 (AncrR., RGlouc.); (mus.) xv (Lydg.). 
- OF. descord, discord, f. des-, discorder — L. 
discordàre be at variance, f. discord-, discors 
discordant, f. dis- D18S- 2--cord-, cor HEART. 
So disco-rdaNr. xiv (Ch). - OF. des-, 
discordant. 


discount di:skaunt tabatement, deduction ; 
(prob. after It. sconto, whence F. escompte) 
deduction made for payment before the due 
time. XVII. — EF. tdescompte (modern dé- 
compte), f. descompter, whence, if not direct 
from 1t. (di)scontare, discount vb. XVII. 
See DIS- 2, COUNT?, 


discou-ntenance discourage, disfavour. 
XVI (Sidney, Spenser). See DIS- 2, 4; partly 
after F. Tdescontenancer. 


discourage damp the courage of. xv. 
— OF. descourager (mod. dé-) ; see DIS- 2, 4, 
COURAGE. 


discourse drsk5(o)s Treasoning xiv (Ch.); 

(arch.) conversation, talk; treatment of a 
subject; Tcourse xvi. ME. discours - L. 
discursus running to and fro, (late) inter- 
course, (med.) argument (whence F. dis- 
cours (Xv1), f. discurs-, pp. stem of discurrere 
run to and fro, (late) speak at length, f. dis- 
DIS- 1+currere tun; assim. in form to 
course. Hence discourse vb. xvI; partly 
after F. discourir, Tdiscurre. 


discover diska‘va1 disclose to knowledge 
XIII (Cursor M.); reveal, exhibit; tuncover 
XIV; find out xvr. — OF. descovrir (mod. 
découvrir) = Pr., Sp. descubrir, It. discovrire 
¿= late L. discooperire, f. dis- DIS- 2+ 
cooperire COVER. ‘The OF. tonic forms 
descuevre, etc., gave the ME. var. diskever 
(surviving dial.), and the vocalization of v 
between vowels the reduced forms Td:scure, 
Tdiskere. Hence disco:verv. xvi; after 
recover, recovery; tepl. discovering. 


discredit sb. disrepute xv1; distrust XVII; 
vb. disbelieve; destroy confidence in; bring 
into discredit xvI; DIS- 6, 3; after Tt. dis- 
credito, -itare, F. discrédit, -iter. 


discreet diskrrt showing good judgement 
X1V ; (Sc.) civil, polite xvit. — (OJF.. discret, 
-éte — Pr. Sp., It. discreto = L. discretus 
separate, DISCRETE, which in late L. and 
Rom. took over its new meaning from 
discrētið DISCRETION. 


discrepant di'skripənt, diskre'pənt not har- 
monious or consistent. XV. — L. discrepant-, 
-Gns, prp. of discrepdre be discordant, f, dis- 
DIS- I 4- crepáre makea noise, creak ; see -ANT. 
So di:screpANCE. xv. discre:paNcy. xvii. 


discrete diskri-t distinct, separate xiv (rare 
before xvi); discontinuous XVI; (gram., etc.) 
ftadversative, disjunctive xvi. = L. dis- 
crëtus, pp. of discernere separate, DISCERN. 
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DISCRIMINATE 
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Cf. DISCREET. So discretion diskre-fon 
discrimination; liberty or power of decid- 
ing; sound judgement. xiv (R. Mannyng). 
-(O)F. - L. 


discriminate diskrimineit make a dis- 

tinction between, distinguish, differentiate. 
XVII. f. pp. stem of L. discrimináre, f. dis- 
crimin-, -crimen distinction, f. discernere 
DISCERN ; See CRIME, -ATE*. So discrimina:- 
TION. XVII. = late L. 


discursive disk3-1siv passing rapidly from 
one thing to another xVI; ratiocinative XVII. 
-medL. discursivus, f. discurs-; see DIS- 
COURSE, -IVE. 


discus di:skos quoit used in ancient Greek 
and Roman games. xvii. L.- Gr. dískos 
t— *dikshkos, f. dikein throw. See DAIS, DESK, 
DISC, DISH. 


discuss diska:s A. tinvestigate, decide xIV 
(R. Rolle) ; examine by argument xv; B. dis- 
pel, disperse XtV (Ch.). f. discuss, pp. stem 
of L. discutere dash to pieces, disperse, 
dispel, in Rom. investigate (cf. F. discuter, 
Sp. discutir, It. discutere), as 1n late L. dis- 
cussio, discussor; f. DIS- 1-++quatere shake. 
So discussion diska-Jan. xiv (Rolle). 
- (O)F. - L. 


disdain disdei'n feeling of scorn; tindigna- 
tion. ME. desdeyne (xiv), earlier dedeyne 
(xi) - OF. desdeign, AN. dedeigne (mod. 
dédain) = Pr. desdaing, Sp. desdefto, It. dis- 
degno, sdegno, deriv, of CRom. *disdignáre, 
for L. dédigndri reject as: unworthy; see 
DIS- 2, DEIGN. So disdain vb. xiv. - OF. 
desdeigner = Pr. desdegnar, etc. 


disease dizi-z uneasiness, discomfort; 
morbid physical condition. xiv. — AN. 
des~, disease, OF. desaise, f. des- DIS- 2, 6+ 
aise EASE. 


disembark disémba:sk put or go ashore. 
XVI. — F. désembarquer, Sp. desembarcar, or 
It. disimbarcare ; see DIS- 2, EMBARK. 


disembogue disémbou:g Tcome out of the 
mouth of a river, etc., into the open sea ; (of 
a river, etc.) discharge itself. xv1 (early forms 
also disemboque, -boke). - Sp. desembocar, 
f. des- D1s- 2-4-embocar run into a creek or 
strait, f£. en IN-!-4-boca mouth :- L. bucca 
(cf. BUCCAL). 


disembowel  disémbau:s| remove the 
bowels from. xvir. Intensive (pis- 8) of 
Tembowel (xvi) eviscerate - OF. embouler, 
alteration of esbouler, f. es- EX-l--bouel 
BOWEL. Superseded Tdebowel (xiv), Tdis- 
bowel (XVI). 


disfigure disfirgor mar the figure or form 
of. xiv (Ch.). -- OF. desfigurer (mod. dé-) — 
Pr., Sp. desfigurar, etc. - CRom. *disfigü- 
rare; see DIS-, FIGURE. 


disgorge disgi-1d3 eject from the throat, 
vomit forth xv; transf. and fig. xvi. = OF. 
desgorger (mod. dé-), f. des- DIS- 1, DE- 6+ 
gorge throat, GORGE. 


disgrace disgrers ftdisfavour; dishonour, 
shame, or cause of this. xvi. = F. disgrâce 
— lt. disgrazia, f. dis- DIS- 2-++grazia GRACE. 
So disgra-ce vb. fdisfigure; bring dis- 


honour to. XVI. - F. disgracier—It. dis- 


graziare. 


disgruntled disgra:ntld put out of humour. 
xvii. f, DIS- 8-+gruntle grunt, complain 
(xv1), frequent. of GRUNT 4- -ED!. 

disguise disgarz alter the dress of, now 
only to conceal identity xiv; conceal by a 
counterfeit appearance xvi. = OF. des- 
guisier (mod. déguiser) = Pr. desguisar, f. 
Rom. dis- DE- DIS--}-guisa GUISE. Hence dis- 
guiʻse sb. XIV. 

disgust disga:st dislike, distaste, (now) 
strong distaste verging on loathing. XVI. 
— F. desgoust (mod. dégoût) or It. disgusto, 
f. desgouster (mod. dégoüter), disgustare, 
whence disgu:st vb. xvir (ppl. adj. disgust- 
ing XVIII, repl. disgustful xv11) ; see DIS- 2, 6 
and GUSTO. 

dish dif broad shallow vessel OE. ; applied 
to certain measures from xv; food served 
ready for eating xv. OE. disé plate, bowl, 
platter, corr. to OS. disk (Du. disch) table, 
OHG. tise plate (G. tisch table), ON. diskr 
(perh. — OE.) -—L. discus quoit, (Vulgate) 
dish, disc (of a sundial); see piscus and cf. 
DAIS, DESK. Hence dish vb. serve up in or 
as a dish xiv ; (sl.) ‘do for’ (from the notion 
of food being done and dished up; cf. ‘cook 
one’s goose’, ‘settle one’s hash’) xv. 

dishabille di-sabil undress garment or style. 
xvit. Earliest forms dishabillie, -illee, -illié, 
déshabil(l)é. - F. déshabillé, sb. use of pp. of 
déshabiller undress, f. dés- DIS- 4 + habiller 
dress (see HABILIMENT). For the muting of 
final é cf. DEFILE”, SIGNAL?, 

dishearten dishá:itn discourage. xvi (Sh.). 
f. DIS- 3, after discourage. 

dishevelled difevld - without head-dress 
XV; (of the hair} unconfined xvI; fig. dis- 
orderly xvir. f. late ME. fdischevel, tdis- 
chevelee, -y (Ch.) - OF. deschevelé, f. des- 
DIS- I H- chevel hair (1- L. capillu-s ; cf. cAPIL- 
LARY); see -ED!. 

dishonest diso:nist, diz-  Tentailing dis- 
honourxiv (Ch.); Tunchastexiv ; fraudulent, 
not straightforward or honest XVIIL. = OF. 
deshoneste (mod. déshonnéte) ; see DIS- 2. 

dishonour, U.S. -or diso:nor, diz- reverse 
of honour, indignity, disgrace. xim (Cur- 
sor M.). - OF. deshonor (mod. déshonneur) 
= Pr., Sp. deshonor, It. disonore = Rom. 
*dishonor, -Grem ; see DIS- 2, HONOUR. So as 
vb. xiv (Wycl. Bible). - OF. deshonorer — 
Pr. desonorar, etc., medL. dishonórare. 

disincli-ne(d), -inclina-TiON. xvi1 (Claren- 
don). DIS- 3, 6, 9. 

disinhe'rit deprive of an inheritance. xv. 
f. DIS- 3+INHERIT, superseding tdisherit, 
Tdeserite (xix) - OF. deseriter (mod. dés- 
hériter) = Pr. deseretar, etc. - Rom. *des- 
heretare, f. des- DIS- 2+ *heretare, for late L. 
héréditadre INHERIT, 
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DISINTER 


disinter exhume. xvi (Cotgr.). 
désenterrer ; see DIS- 2, INTER. 








- F. 


disi-nterested not interested; impartial, 
unbiased by personal interest. XVII. repi. 
Tdisinteressed (xvii, Florio, Donne) - F. dés- 
intéressé; see DIS- 7, INTEREST. 

disjunctive disda4:pktiv Cisjoining ; 
alternative; adversative; also sb. xv. = L 
disjunctivus, f. disjunct-, pp. stem of dis- 
jungere, whence OF. desjoindre, desjoign- 
(mod. déjoindre), the source of disjoi:n xv; 
see DIS- I, JOIN, JUNCTION, -IVE. 


disk var. of DISC. 


dislike dislark fdisplease; not to like. xvr. 
f. DIS- 2+LIKE*; superseded MISLIKE. 
Hence disli-ke sb. fdispleasure; distaste, 
aversion. XVI. 


dislocate di-slokeit put out of place, dis- 
place. xvir (Sh.). prob. back-formation 
from disloca‘TION (first in medical sense). 
c. 1400. — OF. or medL. ; see DIS- 1, LOCATE. 


dismal di'zməl tsb. evil days, orig. the 
unpropitious days, two in each month, of 
the medizeval calendar xii; adj. t(of days) 
unlucky xiv; T(of other things) disastrous ; 
causing dismay or gloom; depressingly 
dreary XVI. — AN. dis mal (xii) :- medL. 
diés mali evil days. The (orig. superfluous) 
addition of day to dismal led to the appre- 
hension of dismal as an adj., which had an 
extensive sense-development. €[ cccas. Icel. 
dismala daga is doubtless from Eng. 


dismantle disme-ntl tuncloak; divest, 
strip. xvii. —F. Tdesmanteller (mod. dé- 
manteler) ; see DIS- 2, MANTLE. 


dismay  dismer discourage completely. 
xiii (RGlouc.). - OF. *desmaier, demaier — 
Pr. desmaiar (whence OSp. desinayar, It. 
smagare) :- Rom. *dismagdre deprive of 
power, f. L. dis- Di$- 2-- Germ. *mag- be 
able, MAY! (cf. OF. esmaier, whence F. émo: 
excitement, Pr. esmaiar disturb, trouble, 
Pg. esmagar crush, overwhelm; ME. esmay, 
amay = OF.). Hence dismay: sb. xiv. 


dismember deprive of limbs. XII 
(RGlouc.). - OF. desmembrer ~ Rom. *des- 
membrare, f. des- DiS- A4-4-L. membrum 
MEMBER. 


dismiss dismis send away xv; discard, re- 
ject XV. First in pp., repr. OF. desmis (mod. 
démis) :t- medL. dismissus, for L. dimissus, 
pp. of dimittere, f. dis- DIS- 14+ mittere send 
(see MISSION); preceded by fdismit (xiv), 
and superseded this, together with other 
forms which were common XVI-XVII, tdimit, 
{dimiss, as well as tdemit. So dismi-ssion 
XVI; after F. Tdesmission (mod. démission); 
largely replaced by dismi'ssar? xix. 


dismou:nt remove (a thing) from that on 


which it has been mounted; come down, 
esp. alight from a horse, etc. XVI. f. DIS- 3+ 
MOUNT, prob. after OF. desmonter, etc., 
medL. dismontàáre. 






DISPENSE 


disobey: refuse to obey. x1v(Gower). Late 
ME. dis-, desobeie~(O)F. désobéir = Pr. 
desobedir, etc. - Rom. *desobedire, for late L. 
inobédire; see DIS- 3, OBEY. So disOBE'DI- 
ENCE, -ENT. xv. —OF.; repl. tdisobetsant 
xiv (Ch.) - (O)F. désobéissant. 


disorder dis5-1dez, diz- (arch.) put out of 

order xv; derange XVI. app. modification 
after ORDER vb. of earlier Tdisordeine (xiv) 
~ OF. desordener (see DIS- 6, ORDAIN). 
Hence diso:rder sb. xvi; after F. désordre; 
whence diso:rderrvy!. xvir. 


disorganize disd-1gonaiz, diz- destroy the 
organization or organic connexion of. XVIII 
(Burke, 1793). — F. désorganiser (in common 
use at the time of the French Revolution), 
f. dés- pis- 6+ organiser ORGANIZE. 


disparage dispx’rid3 tmatch unequally; 
bring discredit on xiv; speak of slightingly 
XVI. — OF. desparagier, f. des- DIS- 2-+ 
parage (high) rank, prop. equality of rank = 
Pr. paratge:- Rom. *pardticum, f. par 
equal ; see PEER, -AGE. So dispa’rageMENT. 
xv. - OF. 


disparity dispz:riti inequality, unlikeness. 
XVI. — F. disparité — late L.. disparitás; see 
DIS- 2, PARITY. 


dispart! dispá:it difference between the 
semidiameter of a gun at the base ring and 
at the swell of the muzzle; sight-mark 
allowing for this. xvi. Of doubtful origin; 
prob. f. next, but there are chronological 
difficulties. 


dispart? dispá:it (arch.) part asunder XVI 
(Spenser); divide, separate xvir. — It. dis- 
partire divide, pait, or L. dispartīre distri- 
bute, divide; see DIS- 1, PART; superseded 
depart in the corr. senses. 


dispatch, despatch dispæ'tf send off post- 
haste or with expedition; get rid of, dispose 
of; execute promptly. xvi. prob. at first a 
term of diplomatic usage; Bishop Tunstall, 
the earliest known user of the word, was 
commissioner to Spain 1516-17. ~ It. dis- 
pacciare or Sp. despachar, f. dis-, des- DIS- 2 
-- base of It. impacciare hinder, stop, Sp., 
Pg. empachar impede, embarrass; this base 
is of obscure origin and difficult to relate 
directly with that of the synon. OF. empechier 
(mod. empêcher prevent) IMPEACH, OF. depé- 
chier (mod. dépécher), whence Eng. tdepeach 
(xV—-XVII), which was superseded by dispatch. 
Hence (or = It. dispaccio, Sp. despacho) dis-, 
despa‘tch sb. act of dispatching, message 
dispatched xv1; superseded tdepeach (xvi- 
XVII) — (O)F. dépêche. Œ The sp. with des- 
dates from Johnson’s Dictionary, 1755, 
though J. in his writings used dispatch. 


dispel dispe-l drive away and scatter. XVII. 
— L. dispellere, f. DIS- 1-}pellere drive (see 
PULSE’), 


dispense dispens A. deal out, distribute, 
administer XIV; make or put up (medicine) 
XVI; B. arrange administratively with; relax 
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DISPEOPLE 


or release administratively xiv (first in Ch., 
Trev., Wyclif, Gower). -— OF. despenser 
(mod. dépenser spend) = Pr., Sp. despensar, 
It. dispensare)- L. dispensdre weigh out, 
disburse, administer, dispose, (in medL.) 
deal with a person or a matter according to 
the requirements of eccl. law (dispensare 
cum aliquo, circa aliquem or aliquid, etc.), 
frequent. of dispendere, f. dis- DIS- 1+ 
pendere weigh (cf. SPEND). The phr. dispense 
with (medL. dispensare cum) has an extensive 
development: A. tgrant (a person) exemp- 
tion or release; give exemption from (a rule); 
B. do away with (a requirement), put up 
with the want of, do without; C. Tcondone 
(an irregularity), Tdeal with indulgently, 
Tmanage or do with. So dispensa: TION 
distribution; administration, management 
(esp. of the divine conduct of the world, 
repr. N.T. and patristic uses of L.. dispensátió 
and Gr. oikovouia ECONOMY); act of dispens- 
ing with a requirement. xIv. —(O)F. - L. 
dispe'nsary place for dispensing medicines 
XVII; fcollection of drugs; tbook contain- 
ing formulz for making up medicines xvui. 
The earlier word was dispe:nsatonRv. xvi. 
= absol. uses of medL. adjs. dispensarius, 
dispensátorius. dispenser administrator, 
steward. xiv. - OF. despensour —- L. dis- 
pensátor (which was current in Eng. xiv- 
early XIX) ; see -ER!. Q Hence the surnames 
Despenser, Spenser, Spencer. 


dispeople disprpl (arch.) depopulate. xv 
— OF. despeupler (mod. dé-) — Pr. despo- 
voar, etc, Rom. formation on L. dis- 
DIS- 4+ populus PEOPLE. 


disperse disp3-1s cause to separate or 
scatter XIV; dissipate XVI. — F. disperser, f. 
dispers = L. dispersus, pp. of dispergere, f. 
dis- DIS- 1+Sspargere strew (cf. SPARSE). 
Hence dispe-rsal. xix; see -AL?. dispe'r- 
SION. Earliest in spec. meaning of ‘Jews 
dispersed among Gentiles after the Baby- 
lonian Captivity’, tr. Gr. DIASPORA. XIV 
(Wycl. Bible, x Peter i 2). 


dispiteous dispi'tios (arch.) pitiless. xix. 
Revival of Tdespiteous (xvi), alteration after 
PITEOUS of Tdespitous (xiv) - OF. despitos 
(mod. dépiteux), f. despit DESPITE; taken as 
DIS-7 -| PITEOUS. 


displace displeits remove from its place. 
xvi. f. DIS-+ PLACE, partly after OF. des- 
placer (mod. dé-). 


display displei? Tunfold; expose to view 
XIV; exhibit, manifest xv1; show off XVII. 
~ OF. despleier (mod. déployer DEPLOY), 
earlier desplier = Pr., Sp. desplegar, 1t. di- 
spiegare :— L. displicáre scatter, (medL.) un- 
fold, unfurl, f. dis- pIs- 1, 2+plicdre fold 
(see PLY). Aphetic sPLAY. Hence display: 
sb. XVII. 


disPpLea‘sE xiv (Ch.), -PLEA‘SURE XV = OF. 
desplais-, -plaisir, L. displicére. 


DISSECT 


disport dispdit tdivert; refl. enjoy oneself, 

frolic. xiv (Ch). - AN. desporier (mod. 
déporter DEPORT), f. des- DIS- 1--porter to 
carry. So dispo-rt sb. (arch.) diversion, 
pastime. XIV. — OF. desport, f. the vb. 
Aphetic SPORT. 


dispose dispouz put in a suitable place; 
prepare the mind of, incline (esp. in pp.); 
make arrangements, ordain events XIV ; with 
of t(i) order, control, (ii) put away, get rid 
of xvi. — (O)F. disposer, £. dis--+ poser place, 
set in order, settle, after L. disponere, -pos- 
(see DIS-, POSITION, POSE?), tr. Gr. &tariféva:. 
(L. dispónere is repr. directly by dispone xiv, 
surviving in Sc. law, *make over, assign'.) 
Hence dispo:saL?. xvit (Milton); super- 
seding earlier Tdispose (Sh.). So disposr- 
TION  dispozr[on arrangement, control, 
management, bestowal; natural bent, in- 
clination, aptitude. xiv. - (O)F. - L. dis- 
positió(n-), tr. Gr. àv»; not a deriv. of 
dispose, but assoc. with it in form through 
the adoption of F. -poser as the repr. of L. 
-ponere. 


dispraise disprerz speak in disparagement 
of. xr (Cursor M.). - OF. despreisier — 
Pr. desprezar, etc. - Rom. *despretidre, for 
L. dépretidre DEPRECIATE; see DIS- lii. So 
TdisPRtZzE. xv. - OF. desprisier, var. of 
despreister. 


disproof disprü'f refutation, evidence for 
this. XVI. f. DIS- 6+PROOF, after diSPRO'VE 
xIv (Wyclif). — OF. desprover ; see DIS- ili. 


dispropo:rtion xvr (Eden); also vb. xvr 
(Sh.). disPRoPo'RTIONATE. XVI (Eden) ; after 
F. disproportion, disproportionné; see DIS- 
6, 7. 


dispute dispji:t debate or discourse argu- 

mentatively x111; debate upon XIV; argue 
against, contest XVI. -(O)F. disputer = 
Pr. desputar, etc. - L. disputáre estimate, 
discuss, (Vulgate) contend in words, f. 
dis~ DIS- 1 + putdre reckon, consider (see 
PUTATIVE). Hence dispu:te sb. xvit. So 
disputa-TION. XIV. —F.-L.; repl. ME. 
T disputisoun | (xitt-xv) - OF. desputeisun. 
disputar di:spjütont. xvii (Dekker). 


disquisition — diskwizr[|on investigation; 
treatise or discourse in which a subject is 
investigated. xvir. — (OJF. disquisition — L. 
disquisitio(n-), £. disquisit-, pp. stem of dis- 
quirere, f. dis- DIS- I1 + quarere seek (see 
QUERY). 


disrobe disrou:'b divest of garments. XVI. 
f. DIS- 3 or 4-+ ROBE vb. or sb., perh. after 
OF. desrober. 


disruption disra‘pJan breaking up. xv 
(Sir T. Browne). - L. disruptid(n-), f. dis- 
rupt-, pp. stem of disrumpere; see DIS- 1, 
RUPTURE. So disru'pt intr. XVII; trans. XIX. 
f. the L. pp. 


dissect dise-kt cut up. xvi. f. dissect-, pp. 
stem of L. dissecdre. So disse-cTION. XVII. 
—- medL. ; see DIS- I, SECTION. 
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DISSEISIN 


disseisin disi-zin (leg.) dispossession of 


property. XIV. = AN. disseisine, OF. dessai- 
sine; see DIS- 4, SEISIN. So disSEI‘ZE. XIV 
(R. Mannyng). - AN. desseisir. 
dissemble dise:mbl tfeign xv (Lydg.); 
Tpretend not to see xv; disguise by feigning; 
intr. conceal one’s intentions xvi. Late ME. 
dissenile, -immil, alteration of Tdissimule 
(xIv) — (O)F. disstmuler — L. disstmuldre (see 
DIS- 2, SIMULATE), through dissimble, and 
assocn. with SEMBLANCE. The corr. sb. is 
DISSIMULA'TION. 
disseminate dise:mineit scatter or spread 
abroad. xvir (Holland). f. pp. stem of L. 
dissémindre, f. dis- DIS- 1-+sémin-, sémen 
SEED ; see -ATE’. So dissemina‘TION. XVII 
(Sir T. Browne). = L. 


dissension dise-nfon disagreement in 
opinion. XIII (Cursor M.); freq. sp. -tion 
from xv. -—(O)F. dissension =J.. dissen- 
sid(n~), f£. pp. stem of dissentire, whence 
(partly through F. dissentir) disse-nt with- 
hold assent or consent xv (Wyntoun); dis- 
agree, differ xv1; whence disse: nt sb. xvi, 
disse:ntER! spec. dissentient from pre- 
scribed or established religious creed or 
practice XVII; so disse-ntiENT adj. and sb. 
xvii. disse-ntrous. xvi; cf. F. Tdissentieux, 
-Cieux. See DIS- I, SENTIENT, -SION. 


dissepiment dise:piment (bot., zool.) parti- 
tion. xvii. — L. dissepimentum, f£. dissaepire, 
f. dis- DIS- 1 -Fszepes hedge ; see -MENT. 

dissertation diseiter[on —— discussion; 
spoken or (usu.) written discourse contain- 
ing a discussion at length. xvii. —L. dissertá- 
tió(n-), f. dissertáre discuss, debate, frequent. 
of disserere treat, examine, discourse, f. dis- 
DIS- I-rserere join, connect, join words in 
composition (cf. SERIES, SERMON) ; see -ATION. 

dissever dise-vaz separate, disjoin XIII; 
divide into parts xiv. — AN. des(c)everer, 
OF. desevrer (modF., techn. desseuvrer) == 
Pr. desebrar, It. sceverare :- late L. dis- 
séparáre; see DIS- I, SEVER. 

dissident disidont at variance xVI; sb. 
XVIII. — F. dissident or L. dissident-, -éns, 
prp. of dissidēre disagree, f. dis- DIS- 14+ 
sedére SIT; see -ENT. 

dissimilar disi-milar unlike. xvir (Burton). 
f. DIS- 7 + SIMILAR, after L. dissimilis. So 
dissimila-TIoN. xIx: after assimilation. dis- 
SIMILITUDE dissimilarity. xV. — I. 


dissimulate disi-mjuleit dissemble xv; 
Tpretend not to see xvi. f. pp. stem of L. 
dissimuláre; see DIS- 2, SIMULATE. Earlier 
Tdissimule xiv (Ch., Wycl. Bible). - (O)F. 
-L. So dissimula-Tion. xiv (Ck., Gower). 
- (O)F. - L. 

dissipate di-sipeit scatter, dispel, disperse 
XV; squander; distract xv. f. pp. stem of 
L. dissipdre, f. dis- p1s- 1+ *supdre, *sipáre 

_ throw; see -ATE3. So dissipa‘TION; dissolu- 
tion XV; Tdispersion Xvt1; squandering XVII; 
distraction of mind xvii (Swift), (hence) 
frivolous diversion, (passing into) dissolute 
living xvii. - (O)F. or L. 





DISTASTE 


dissociate disou'fieit cut off from associa- 
tion. xvii (Cotgr.). f. pp. stem of L. dis- 
socidre, f. dis- DIS- 1-++Socidre join together, 
f. socius companion; see SOCIAL, -ATE?. So 
dissocia‘TION. xvii (Cotgr.). 


dissoluble diso-ljübl that can be dissolved. 
XVI (More). — OF. dissoluble or L. dissolü- 
bilis, £. dissolvere; see DIS- 1, SOLUBLE. So 
dissolute di:sollüt relaxed, lax, remiss xIv 
(Wycl. Bible); tenfeebled, weak; tunre- 
strained xv; tdisconnected; lax in morals 
XVI. — L. dissolütus loose, disunited, pp. of 
dissolvere DISSOLVE. dissolu:TION separa- 
tion into parts XIV (Trevisa); Trelaxation xv ; 
breaking-up, dispersal xvi; death xvi 
(More). - (O)F. or L. 


dissolve dizo:lv loosen the parts of, spec. 
Tmelt, fuse, (now) diffuse in liquid xiv 
(Wvcl. Bible); frelease from life, esp. pass. 
xtv (Ch.); undo (ta knot, bond, union) xiv 
(Wyclif); intr. xv. = L. dissolvere, f. dis- 
DIS- I + solvere loosen, SOLVE. 


dissonant dirsonont out of harmony, dis- 

cordant in sound. xv. — (O)F. dissonant or 
L. dissonant-, -dns, prp. of dissondre 
disagree in sound, f. dis- DIS- 1+ sondre 
(see SONANT). So di'ssonanceE. xv. - (O)F. 
or late L. 


dissuade disweid advise against xv; seek 
to divert from xvi. = L. dissuádére, f. dis- 
DIs- 2-+ suadére advise, urge ; cf. F. dissuader. 
So dissua-sion. xv (Lydg.). =(O)F. or L. 

distaff di:staf stick to hold material to be 
spun. OE. distzf, a peculiarly Eng. word, 
the Continental word being repr. by MDu. 
rocke (Du. rok), whence prob. dial. Eng. 
rock (xiv), OHG. rokko (G. rocken), ON. 
rokkr; f. the base of MLG. dise, disene 
distaff, bunch of flax (LG. diesse), rel. to 
DIZEN; the second el. is STAFF. Q Used 
typically (from xvi) of the female members 
of a family, spinning being a woman's work 
or occupation (cf. distaff women, Sh., 
‘Rich. II’ 11 ii 118); e.g. distaff side )( spear 
side, distaff right (tr. legal L. jus colt); cf. F. 
tomber en quenouille (of property, etc.) go to 
the female side. . 

distain distei-n stain with colour, dye xiv 
(Gower); tdim, outshine xiv (Ch.); defile 
xv (Hoccleve). — OF. desteign-, pres. stem 
of desteindre, mod. déteindre = Pr. destenher, 
Sp. destefür, It. stingere :- Rom. *distingere ; 
see DIS- I, TINGE. Aphetic STAIN. 

distal di-stal (anat.) situated away from the 
centre of the body. 1808 (J. Barclay). irreg. 
f. next---AL!. 

distant di:stont separate XIV (Ch.); far 
apart; remote xv. —(O)F. distant or L. 
distant-, distdns, prp. of distãre, f. dis- DIS- 1 
+stdre STAND. So distance ftdiscord, 
dissension xII! (RGlouc.); extent of space 
between objects xv ; remoteness xvi. —(O)F. 
— L, distantia. 

distaste disterst dislike, aversion. XVI. 
f. DIS- 6+TASTE, after OF. desgoust (mod. 
dégoút), It. disgusto DISGUST. 
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DISTEMPER 


distemper! diste-mpaz disturb or de- 
range the condition of XIV; put out of 
humour xiv (Ch.); derange the physical or 
bodily condition of xiv (Wyclif). = late L. 
distemperdre (whence also OF. destremper, 
mod. détremper, It. distemperare, Sp. des- 
templar), f. L. dis- DIS- 2-+temperdre pro- 
portion or mingle duly, TEMPER. Hence, 
or f. DIS- 64- TEMPER sb. diste-mper sb. 
disturbance of the bodily ‘humours’ or 
‘temper’, (hence) ill health, disease xvi 
(spec. of a catarrhal disease of dogs XVIII). 
distemper? }mix with liquid, soak xiv; 
fig. dilute xvr (Sh.); (f. the sb.) paint in 
distemper xix. — OF. destemprer or late L. 
distemperáre soak, macerate, f. L. dis- DIS- 
I, 2--rtemperüre mingle, qualify, TEMPER. 
Hence (after OF. destrempe, mod. détrempe) 
diste-mper sb.? method of painting on 
plaster XVII; whiting mixed with size and 
water used in this xix. 


distend diste:nd Tstretch out or apart xiv; 
swell out from within xvir. — L. distendere; 
see DIS-I1, TEND?, So diste:nsioN. xv. - L.; 
so in F. (xrv). 


distich di-stik couple of lines of verse. 
xvi (Holinshed; earlier in L. form). =L. 
distichon — Gr. distikhon, sb. use (sc. métron 
metre) of n. of distikhos of two rows or 
verses, f. di- DI-?+stikhos row, line of verse, 
rel. to steíkhein advance, go, Germ. *steig- 
(cf. STIRRUP). 


distil(l distr] fall in minute drops 
(Maund.); let fall in minute drops or 
vapour; vaporize by heat and condense the 
vapour (Maund., 'l'rev.); also intr. xiv. -= 
(partly through (O)F. distiller) L. distillàre, 
for déstilldre, f. dé pE- 1-rstilláre, f. stilla 
drop (cf. Gr. stélé drop of water). So dis- 
tilla-TION. x1tv (Gower). -L. disti-Ilery 
Tdistillation xvir (Evelyn); place or works 
for distilling xvir. 


distinct distinkt separate, different; clear, 
plain xiv (in earliest use as implied in the 
adv.) =L. distinctus, pp. of distinguere 
DISTINGUISH; so in (O)F. So distincTIon 
distitnkfan division, class xir (AncrR.); 
discrimination, making a difference xiv 
(R. Rolle, Wyclif, Trevisa); distinguishing 
excellence XVII; mark of honour XVIII. 
- (O)F. - L. disti-nctive. xv. f. distinct-, 
pp. stem of L. distinguere-|- -1vg. 

distingué distæ'ņgei, ||dist£ge having an air 
of distinction. xix (Byron). F., pp. of dis- 
tinguer — L. distinguere DISTINGUISH. 


distinguish disti-nwif divide into classes; 
make, or mark as, different; perceive plainly ; 
make prominent. xvi. irreg. f. (O)F. dis- 
tinguer ox L. distinguere (adopted earlier as 
Tdistingue xiv) 3- -ISH? ; cf. extinguish. 


distort distó:it give a twist to, lit. and fig. 

xvi (C’tess Pembroke). f. distort-, pp. stem 
of L. distorquére, f. dis- DIS- 1-+torquére 
twist. So disto:rrio. xvi. -L.; in F 
distorsion, Gee TORT. 


DISUSE 


distract distre:kt draw away or in different 
directions. xiv (Wyclif) f. distract-, pp. 
stem of L. distrahere, f. dis- D1s- 1-- trahere 
draw, drag; see TRACT. So distra‘cTION. 
xv. — L.; so F. (xtv). 


distrain distrei:zn (hist.) force to perform 

an obligation by the seizure of a chattel, 
etc. XIII; levy a distress XIV; in various 
casual senses ‘press’, ‘compress’, ‘oppress’, 
‘strain out? xrv (R. Rolle, Ch., etc.) ME. 
destreyne- OF. destreign-, pres. stem of 
destreindre = Pr. destrenher :~ L. distringere 
(see STRINGENT). Aphetic STRAIN. 


distrait distreir having the attention dis- 
tracted. xvin (Chesterfield). F., pp. of 
distraire DISTRACT. Q In ME. (Ch. ; xiv-xv) 
‘greatly perplexed’ — OF. destrait. 


distraught distr5:'t mentally distracted xiv 

(Gower); mentally deranged xv. Altera- 
tion of (pp.) adj. distract by assim. to 
straught, pp. of STRETCH. 


distress distre:s (dial.) strain, stress ; strain 
of adversity ; (leg.) act of distraining. xir 
(RGlouc., Cursor M.). - OF. destre(s)ce, 
-esse (mod. détresse) — Pr.  destreissa :- 
Gallo-Rom. *districtia (cf. angustia ANGUISH, 
f. angustus), f. pp. stem of L. distringere 
DISTRAIN. So distre:ss vb. xiv. — AN. de- 
stresser, OF. -ecier, f. the sb. Aphetic STRESS. 


distribute distri:bjüt deal out in portions. 
XV. f. distribüt-, pp. stem of L. distribuere, 
f. dis- DIS- r--tribuere grant, assign (cf. 
TRIBUTE). So distribu-TION. xiv. = (O)F. 
or L. 


district di:sstrikt Tterritory under the juris- 
diction of a feudal lord ; portion of territory 
marked off for a purpose (various spec. uses) 
XVII; region, quarter XVIII. ~ F. district 
-medL. districtus (power of) exercising 
justice, territory involved in this, f. district-, 
pp. stem of distringere DISTRAIN. 


distringas distri-nges (leg.) writ directing 
a sheriff to distrain. xv. L., ‘thou shalt dis- 
train’, 2nd pers. sg. pres. subj. of distringere 
DISTRAIN. 


distrust distrA:st Tintr. be suspicious of xv 
(Lydg.); trans. not to trust XVI. f. DIS- 3-- 
TRUST, after F. défier (cf. DEFY) or L. diffidere. 


disturb dist3-1b tdeprive of (AncrR.); 

agitate (lit. and fig.) xiu. ME. desto(u)rben 
— OF. desto(u)rber — Pr. destorbar (cf. It. 
sturbare) — L.. disturbáre, f. dis- pis- 2 
turbdre disorder, disturb, f. turba tumult, 
crowd. So distu:rbaNcE. xin (RGlouc.). 
— OF. desto(u)rbance. 


disuse disjü'z Tmake (a person) unaccus- 
tomed xiv (Barbour); fmisuse, abuse xiv 
(Wyclif); cease to use xv. — OF. desuser. 
Hence disuse sb. disjürs xv. See Dis- 3,6 
and USE. 


[277] 


DISYLLABLE 


disyllable, diss- disi'ləb! word or metrical 
foot of two syllables. xvr (dissillable). 
— F, dissyllabe, tdissill- ~ L. disyllabus ~ Gr. 
disúllabos, f. di- pi-* +-sullabé SYLLABLE. 
The sp. with ss was regular xvi-xvi11 and 
is still common, the etymol. sp. with s being 
first favoured by scholars in xix, So di(s)- 
sylla.bic. xvit (Jonson). -F. (xv), f. 
L. disyllabus. 


ditch ditf long narrow excavation OE.; 
(dial.) embankment, dike xvi. OE. dic, corr. 
to OFris., OS. dik ditch, dike (Du. dijk), 
MHG. tich (G. teich pond, pool), ON. diki 
ditch, DIKE; a word of the Baltic coast, of 
unkn. origin. Hence ditch vb. surround 
with a ditch, dig ditches in xiv; (orig. U.S.) 
throw into a ditch xix ; not repr. OE. didian 
dig, make an embankinent. 


dither di:óor quake, quiver. xvir. Var. of 
(dial.) didder (x1v), orig. and still north., of 
symbolic origin. 

dithyramb di:biremb Greek choric hymn 
in honour of Dionysus (Bacchus) XVII; in- 
flated discourse x1x. -L. dithyrambus = Gr. 
dithitrambos. So dithyra-mbic. xvir. 


dittany di-toni labiate plant Origanum 
Dictamnus. xiv. Late ME. ditane, diteyne 
— OF. ditan, ditain :- medL. dictamu-s, for 
L. dictamnu-s, -um — Gr. diktamnon, re- 
puted to be f. Dikté the mountain in 
Crete, a well-known habitat of the plant. 
The trisyllabic form (detany) appears xv; 
it depends on medL. ditaneum, late L. 
dictamnium. 


ditto ditou tof the said month; gen. the 
aforesaid, the same XVII; duplicate, copy; 
pl. suit of the same stuff throughout XVIII. 
~It. ditto, Tuscan var. of detto said $= L. 
dictu-s, pp. of dicere say (see DICTION); orig., 
as in It., used to avoid repetition of the 
name of a month, e.g. ‘li 22 di dicembre... 
li 26 detto' (the 22 Dec. . . the 26th afore- 
said); extended in Eng. commercial usage 
to 'the same commodity, place, person, or 
amount'. Cf. F., G., Du. dito. abbrev. do. 


dittography dito:grofi (palzogr.) uninten- 
tional writing of a letter, word, or passage 
twice. XIX. f. Gr. dittés double ---GRAPHY. 


ditty diti song, lay xii ; Twords of a song, 
theme xvi. ME. dite(e) - OF. dité com- 
position, treatise :- L. dictátum, sb. use of 
n. pp. of dictáre express in language, com- 
pose (see DICTATE). 


ditty-bag di-tibeg sailor's bag for small 
necessaries. XIX. So di:tty-box, used by 
American fishermen, Of unkn. origin. 


diuretic daijure-tik exciting excretion or 
discharge of urine. xv. —-(O)F. diurétique 
or L., diüréticus - Gr. diourétikds, £. diourefn 
urinate, f. did through+ofron URINE. 


diurnal daid-anel occupying a day: oc- 

curring daily xv; of the day xvi. —late L. 
diurnális, f. diurnus, f. diés day; cf. DIARY, 
JOURNAL. 








DIVERT 


diva di-va prima donna. xIx. It., ‘goddess’ 
:— L. dīva female divinity, sb. use of fem. 
of divus divine, sb. god, rel. to deus (see 
DEITY). 

divagation daivogei-Jan deviation, digres- 
sion. Xvt. f. L. divagát-, -ári, f. D1-!, DIS- I 
+-vagdari wander; see VAGUE, -ATION. 

divan divz-n, daive-n Oriental council of 
state; court of justice, council chamber XVI; 
long seat against the wall of a room XVIII; 
smoking-room with lounges xIx. — F. divan 
or It. divano - Turk. divdn - Arab. diwan, 
diwán- Pers. déván (now diwán) (orig.) 
brochure, (hence) collection of poems, 
muster-roll, register, account-book, office of 
accounts, custom-house, tribunal, court, 
council chamber, (cushioned) bench. Cf. 
DEWAN, DOUANE. Q The word has become 
CEur. 


divaricate daivæ'rikeit stretch or spread 
apart. XVII. f. pp. stem of L. divaricáre, f. 
dis- DI-1+ varicare stretch (the legs) asunder, 
f. varicus straddling; see VARICOSE, -ATE?. 
So di:varicA' TION. XVI. 


dive daiv plunge into or under water ; trans. 
OE.; intr. xit. OE. dyfan wk. trans. dip, 
submerge = ON. dyfa :- *dübjan, f. Germ. 
*düb- ; OE. düfan str. intr. did not survive, 
being replaced by the wk. form (cf. pp. 
Tbedoven, — MDu. be|diven), belonging to 
the Germ. series *daub- *deub- *dub-, 
parallel to *daup- *deup- *dup- DEEP, DIP. 
Hence dive sb. xvii; in the U.S. sense of 
‘low resort for drinking, etc.’ from the 
sense of the vb. ‘dart out of sight’. 


diverge daivs-1d3 proceed on a different 

course. XVII. — medL. divergere, f. L. dis- 
pi-1+ vergere bend, incline, vERGE. So di- 
Ve-FgENT, -ENCE. XVII. 


divers daivvoaz Tdifferent, diverse; (arch.) 
sundry, several, many. xi. ME. divers, 
diverse - (O)F. divers, fem. diverse — It., 
Sp. diverso — L. diversus contrary, hostile, 
separate, different, prop. pp. of divertere 
DIVERT. When divers became the established 
form in the second sense the final s became 
z, as in the pl. of sbs. So diverse daiv3'is 
different; fdivers, sundry. xii (RGlouc.). 
Identical in origin with prec., in later use 
differentiated from it in form and pronunc. 
(cf. adverse, inverse), with restriction to the 
sense of the orig. L. So dive: rsirv. xiv 
(R. Rolle). -(O)F.- L. dive rsirrv. xv. 
— OF. diversifier - medL. diversificáre. 


divert daiv3-it turn aside xv (Lydg.); dis- 
tract XVI; entertain, amuse XVII. =~ 
divertir = Sp. divertir, It. divertire- L. 
dīvertere turn out of the way, leave one’s 
husband (cf. pivorce), differ (cf. dévertere 
turn aside), f. dis- Di-'-Fvertere turn (see 
woRTH?) So dive rsioN. xvii. = late L. 
(medical term, like diversion in OF.); the 
mil. use may be immed. = F. diversion or 
It. diversione. diverticulum —-i:kjülom 
Tbypath xvi; (anat.) side-branch of a pro- 
cess XIX. L.; earlier Tdiverticle (xv). 
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DIVES 


dives dai-viz (leg.) in dives costs costs on 
the ordinary scale )(pauper costs costs on a 
lower scale imposed on a plaintiff who sued 
in forma pauperis. XIX. L. ‘rich’, ‘rich man’ 
(occurring in the parable in Luke xvi and 
gen. taken as the proper name of the rich 
man in that parable). 


divest daive-st strip of covering ; dispossess. 
XVII (Sh.). refash. on L. models in Di- of 
earlier devest (xv1) ~ OF. devestir, desvestir 
(mod. dévétir) — It. (di)svestire - Rom. *dis- 
vestire; see DIS- 4, VEST. 

divide divai-d separate (trans. & intr.) into 
parts xiv (PPI, Ch., Wyclif); part (an 
assembly) into separately voting groups XVI. 
-L. dividere cleave, apportion, separate, 
remove, f. dis- DI-!+ *videre, f. IE. *widh-, 
repr. also by L. viduus, -a WIDOW, Skr. vind- 
háte is empty. Cf. DEvIsE', So dividend 
dividend portion of anything divided xv; 
quantity to be divided xvr. — AN. dividende 
- L. dividendum, sb. use of n. gerundive of 
dividere. divi-der!. xvi; pl. dividing com- 
passes XVIII. division divi'zon xiv (Ch., 
Wyclif, Gower); spec. (math.) xiv; (mus.) 
execution of a rapid melodic passage, such 
a passage itself, run (so applied from the 
splitting of notes up into smaller ones); 
portion of an army or fleet xvr. = OF, devi- 
siun (mod. division) = L. divisor divai-zaz 
(math.) xv. - F. or L.; see -on!. 

divine' divain pert. to God or a god ; god- 
like; heavenly xiv (Ch., Wyclif, Gower); 
of surpassing excellence xv. ME. devine, 
divine ~ OF. devin, fem. -ine, later, by assim. 
to L., divin(e) = Pr. devin, Sp., It. divino 
-L. divinu-s, f. divus godlike, god, rel. to 
deus god := *deiwos, whence L. Dies|piter, 
voc. Juppiter (cf. Jove and TUESDAY); see 
-INE, So divinirrv diviniti. xiv. - (O)F. 
—- L. divinitás, in Christian use tr. Gr. @ecdrns 
)( 9eórgs DEITY. 


divine? divarn  [soothsayer, seer; ecclesi- 
astic, theologian. xiv. ME. devine - OF. 
devin (1- L. divinu-s soothsayer), later divin 
theologian, after medL. divinus doctor of 
divinity, theologian; sb. use of prec. 
divine? divain make out as by super- 
natural insight; practise divination. XIV 
(PPL, Ch., Trevisa). ME. devine -(O)F. 
deviner, f. devin DIVINE’, after L. divindre 
foretell, predict. So divina-TioN. xiv (Ch., 
Wycl. Bible, Trevisa). 


divorce div5'īıs legal dissolution of mar- 
riage. xiv (PP, Wyclif). —(O)F. divorce, 
corr. to Sp. divorcio, It. divorzio = L. dī- 
vortium separation, divorce, f. divortere, 
var. of divertere DIVERT. So divorce vb. 
xIV (Trevisa). - (O)F. divorcer = late L. di- 
vortidre. Hence divorcee: divorced person. 
xix; more freq. in F. form divorcé(e). 
divo:rcemMENT. xvi (Tindale, Matt. v 31). 
divot di-vet piece of turf. xvi. orig. Sc. 
deva(i)t, dewot, diffat, defett, divat, duvat; 
of unkn. origin. Now gen. familiar from its 
use in the laws of golf. 





DO 


divulge daiva‘ld3, di- tpublish abroad xv; 
reveal (something secret) xvii. — L. divul- 
gdre make commonly or publicly known, 
f. dis- pi-'+-vulgadre publish, propagate, f. 
vulgus common people (cf. VULGAR). ‘The 
pronunc. with ds, instead of g as in F. 
divulguer, is prob. due to the sp.-ge. So di:- 
vulgATE?, -A'TION. XVI. = L. 


divvers di-vaiz +Divinity Moderations in 
the University of Oxford; see -ER*®, XIX. 


divvy di:vi colloq. deriv. of pIv|IDEND-+ -y®, 
XIX. 


dixie driksi iron kettle or pot. xix. = Hind. 
degchi (repr. by  occas. dechsie) - Hindi 
degachi, -chà, Panjabi dekachi, -chá — Pers. 
degcha, dim. of deg, dig iron pot, kettle. 


dizen darzn, dizzn Tdress (a distaff) with 
flax xvi; (arch. and dial.) dress up, deck out, 
BEDIZEN XVII. f. base repr. by the first syll. 
of DISTAFF ; cf. MDu. disen, perh, the immed. 
source. See -EN?, 


dizzy dizi (dial) foolish, stupid OE.; 
giddy x1v. OE. dysig = OF ris. dusig, MDu. 
dosech, désech, LG. dusig, désig giddy, OHG. 
tusic foolish, weak, f. WGerm. *dus-, found 
also in OE. dys(eMié foolish, LG. dusen be 
giddy, and with /-suffix in LG. düsel giddi- 
ness, MDu. diselen (Du. duizelen) be giddy 
or stupid; see -Y!. 

djereed, djinn see JEREED, JINN. 

do! di pt. did, pp. done dan trans. A. put, 
place (cf. DoFF, DON!, DOUT, DUP); B. per- 
form, execute; C. cause; D. as auxiliary of 
tense. OE. intr. A. act (in a specified way) 
OE. ; B. fare, get on xiir (Cursor M.) ; C. (in 
perf. tenses) make an end xiv (R. Man- 
nyng); D. be (well or ill) xv; E. serve the 
purpose, suffice xvi (Sh). OE. dón, pt. 
dyde, pp. gedón, of which the pt. dyde is 
isolated amongst the Germ. langs., the 
others having forms corr. to OE. pl. d&don, 
Anglian dédon (a type which survived only 
into ME.), viz. OF ris. dua(n), dede, déden, 
dén, OS. dón, doan, deda, dédun, gidón (Du. 
doen, deed, deden, gedaan), OHG. tuo(a)n, 
teta, tátum, getán (G. tun, tat, getan). 

In OE. dóm is found in late Nhb. beside 
the usual dó in 1st pers. sg. pres. ind. ; OE. 
2nd and 3rd pers. sg. dést, dép (t— *dóist, 
*dóoip) were supplanted in ME. by dost, doth, 
beside which doest divist, doeth dü'ip were 
formed later and became restricted to non- 
auxiliary uses. OE. prp. dónde was super- 
seded by doing (xiv). The OE. pp. gedón, in 
which the prefix was constant, became idon, 
don, mod. done, with change of vowel as 
in dost, doth, and does (which descends from 
late Nhb. dóas, dóes, north. ME. dos, dis). 

This CWGerm. vb., the history of which 
remains in some points obscure, 1s based on 
a widespread IE. *dhó- *dhé- *dho-, xepr. 
by Skr. dddhdmi put, lay (with pf. dadháu, 
corr. to OFris., OS. dede, OHG. teta), 
Arm. d|nem, Gr. tithémi I place (cf. THEME), 
L. fa|clere make, do (pt. féjci, corr. to Gr. 
aor. élthé|ka), -dó, -dere in addere ADD, 
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condere (see CONDITION), Lith. déti, OSI. 
děti put, lay. Cf. DEED, DOOM, -DOM, and 
CREED. The meaning ‘avail, suffice?’ is prob. 
much older than the date of our present 
evidence, and may derive partly from ON. 
gera make, do (e.g. þat mun ekki gera 
that won’t do). 


do’, doh dou (mus.) first note of the scale in 
solmization. XVIII. ~= Jt. do (noted as of 
recent introduction by Lorenzo Penna in ‘Li 
Primi Albori Musicali’, 1672), said to be a 
modification of du, altered inversion of UT. 


doab dü-sb, dou:ob tract between two con- 
fluent rivers. xix (Wellington, Heber). 
~ Hind. — Pers. dédb, i.e. do, Two, db water. 


doat var. of DOTE. 


Dobbin do: bin typical name for a draught 
horse, farm horse. xvr(Sh.). Proper name, 
var. of Robbin, Robin, pet form of Robert. 


dobe, dobie, doby (U.S.) see ADOBE. 


docent dowsont fadj. teaching XVII; sb. 

(U.S.) teacher in a college or university 
(after G.) 189o. — L. docent-, -éns, prp. of 
docére teach; see DOCTOR, -ENT. 


Docetic douse:tik, -i-tik pert. to the Docete, 
sect which held that Christ’s body was not 
human but only appeared to be so. XIX. f. 
medL. Docetz - Gr. Dokétai, f. dokein seem, 
appear; see -IC. 


dochmiac do-kmiek (Gr. pros.) pert. to 
the dochmius, 5-syllabled foot of which the 
typical form is v-—-v-. XVII. —Gr. 
dokhmiakós, f. synon. dékhmios oblique. 


docile dou sail, da:sail teachable xv; tract- 
able xvii. -— L. docilis, f. docére teach; see 
DOCTOR, -ILE, and cf. F. docile (xvi). 


dock! dok coarse weedy herb, of genus 
Rumex. OE. docce (also in siir|docce, wudu|- 
docce sorrel), pl. doccan, corr. to MDu. 
dockelblaederen (whence G. dockenblátter) 
patience dock, ODa. d|dokke (- OE. 
éaldocce water-dock). 4] Hence Gael, lr. 
dogha, OF. (Norm. dial.) doque. 


dock? dək solid fleshy part of a horse's tail; 
crupper XIV; cut end, stump XVI. perh, 
identical with OE. docca (or -e) in finger- 
doccan finger-muscles, and corr. to Fris. dok 
bunch, ball (of twine, etc.), (M)LG. dokke 
bundle of straw, OHG. tocka (south G. 
docke) doll; the meanings point to a basic 
sense ‘something round’. Hence dock vb. 
cut short, curtail. xiv (Ch., Wyclif). 


dock? dək tbed, hollow (or creek) in which 
a ship rests, esp. at low water XIV ; artificial 
basin for the reception of ships xv. - MLG., 
MDu. docke (mod. dok), of unkn. origin; 
from Du. and Eng. the word has passed into 
German (dock), Scandinavian (Sw. docka, 
Da. dokke), and French (dock). Hence dock 
vb. xvi. do:cken! dweller near docks xviii; 
dock labourer xIx. 













DODDER 





dock‘ dak enclosure in a criminal court where 
the prisoner stands his trial xv1 (Warner, 
B. Jonson). prob. at first a word of rogues’ 
cant and identical with the word repr. by 
Flem. dok cage, fowl-pen, rabbit-hutch, 
of unkn. origin. From c. 1620 to c. 1820 
current mainly in tbail-dock (BAIL); fami- 
larized Xix mainly through the writings of 
Dickens. 


docket do-kit tsummary, minute xv; ab- 
stract, memorandum, register XV1 ; endorse- 
ment, label xvitr.. Of unkn. origin, poss. f. 
DOCK?-l--ET; also sp. dogget (XV-XVII); cf. 
AL. doggetum (xv). Hence do'cket vb. xvit. 


doctor do:ktor teacher; one highly pro- 
ficlent in a branch of learning or holding 
the highest university degree; spec. doctor 
of medicine, (hence) medical practitioner. 
XIV. — OF. doctour - L. doctor, doctorem 
teacher, f. doct-, pp. stem of docére teach, 
causative corr. to discere learn (1— *di-dc-scó), 
referred to an IE. base *dok- *dek-, as in 
Gr. dokein seem good (cf. DOGMA), diddskein 
learn (cf. DIDACTIC), L. decet it is fitting (cf. 
DECENT), decus (cf. DECOROUS), dexter right 
(cf. DEXTEROUS), Skr. daçasydáti is gracious, 
ddksati. Hence do-ctress, do-ctoress 
female doctor xv. f. poctor-+-sss!, after 
F. Tdoctoresse, late L. doctric-, doctrix, 
whence Eng. tdoctrice xv-xvi. 


doctrine do: ktrin that which is taught; 
Tinstruction, lesson. xiv. (Wycl. Bible, Ch.). 
—(O)F. doctrine - L. doctrina teaching, 
learning, f. doctor (see prec.). So doctrinar! 
doktrarnol, do:ktrinoal. xv. -]late L. doc- 
trindlis (Isidore); earlier as sb. ‘text-book’ 
(xv) after OF. doctrinal, medL. doctrindle 
(sb. use of n. adj.). doctrinaire doktrinea-x 
orig. one of a F. political party (soon after 
1815) which aimed at an ideal of reconcilia- 
tion of extremes ; (hence) pedantic theorist. 


document do: kjümont Tinstruction; Tevi- 
dence Xv; something written, etc. furnish- 
ing evidence xvIII. — (O)F. document = Sp., 
It. documento — L. documentum lesson, proof, 
instance, specimen, in medL. written instru- 
ment, official paper, f. docére teach ; see prec. 
and -MENT. Hence as vb. Tinstruct xvi; 
furnish with documents (as evidence) XVIII; 
cf. F. documenter. Whence documenta:- 
TION. XVIII. 


dod dod euph. alteration of Gop, surviving 
dial. and in (U.S.) dod burn, drat; dod- 
blamed, -durned, -rotted, etc. 


dodder? də'dər parasitic genus of con- 
volvulaceous plants, Cuscuta. xur. ME. 
doder, corr. to MLG. dod(d)er, MHG. toter 
(G. dotter). The formal similarity to OS. 
dodro (MDu. doder, Du. door, dooier), OHG. 
totoro, tutar jei (G. dotter), rel. further to OE. 
dydrin yolk of egg, has suggested ult. con- 
nexion, but proof is wanting. 


dodder? do-doax (dial.) tremble, shake xviI; 
totter, potter xix. var. of or parallel form 
to tdadder (dadir ‘frigucio’, Catholicon 
Anglicum). Hence do-ddery! xx. 
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doddered də'dərd used, after Dryden 
(1684), of old oaks that have lost the top or 
branches; expl. erron. by J. as ‘overgrown 
with dodder’ ; altered form, simulating a pp., 
of doddard (Dryden, 1693), f. dod poll, lop 
(of hair xi, of trees xv). f. an el. of unkn. 
origin-++-ard, as in pollard; cf. doddle oak 
(Holland, 1601), and dial. dedderel pollard. 


dodecagon doude‘kegan (geom.) 12-sided 
plane figure. xvii. — Gr. dódekdgónon, f. 
dódeka 12 (f. di two+déka TEN)-| -gónos 
-angled, génid angle. So do:decaHE-DRON. 
XVI (Billingsley). - Gr. do:decasy’LLABLE. 
XVIII. 


dodge dad3z palter, haggle, trifle xvi; avoid 
an encounter with; move to and fro, keep 
shifting position XVII. Of unkn. origin. sb. XVI. 


dodkin see DOIT. 


dodo doudou extinct bird of Mauritius. 
xvit (‘a strange fowle, which I had at the 
Iland mauritius, called by y® portingalls a 
DoDo’, 1628, ‘the Dodar (a blacke Indian 
bird)’, 1634). — Pg. doudo simpleton, fool; 
applied to the bird because of its clumsy 
appearance. 


doe dou female of the fallow deer OE.; 

female of hare or rabbit. xvii. OE. dd, of 
unkn. origin ; adoption from Celtic has been 
suggested (cf. Corn. da, Ir. dam ox, stag), 
but if a native word it may corr. to Alemanic 
de in place-names, e.g. Delbrunnen, De|wald ; 
ult. connexion with MDu. déme, OHG 
tamo, damo (G. dam- in dambock, damhirsch, 
damwild), which appear to be = L. dāma 
fallow-deer, presents serious difficulties. 


doff dof put or take off xiv; (techn.) strip 
the slivers of wool, etc., from the carding- 
cylinders xIx. ME. dof, doffe, contr, of 
do of( fe), OE. dón of, of dón take off, remove; 
see DO’, OFF, and cf. DON’, DouT, dial. dup, 
for do up, ie. open. Q Recorded as a 
northernism by Ray, by J. as ‘obsolete, and 
scarcely used except by rustics’; restored 
to literary use by Scott. 


dog dog quadruped of the genus Canis. 
Late OE. docga (once in a gloss; also g. pl. 
in place-names, doggencford, doggeneberwe), 
of unkn. origin; prob. orig. denoting a 
large or powerful kind, the gen. term being 
hund HOUND, which dog finally displaced in 
this status; it has been adopted in Germ. 
and Rom. langs., usu. with a limited applica- 
tion, e.g. bulldog, mastiff (at first with the 
epithet ‘English’); e.g. Du. dog, fdogghe, 
LG., G. dogge, tdock, Norw. dogge, Sw. 
dogg, F. dogue, also bouledogue, Sp., Pg., It. 
dogo. G For the formation of the OE. word 
cf. the animal-names frocga FROG, *picga 
PIG, *stacga STAG, *sucga in hzegsucga hedge- 
sparrow, *wicga beetle in EARWIG. ON. 
dugga useless fellow has been compared. 
Hence dog vb. follow like a dog. xvi. 
dogged do-gid ill-conditioned xiv ; Tcanine 
XV; pertinacious XVIII; see -ED?, and cf, 
crabbed, of similar date. 
In various comps. dog- renders L. or Gr. 
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names, as dog rose (xvi, dogs rose), medL. 
rosa canina, repr. L. cynorrodon (Pliny) = Gr. 
kunórodon, f. kuno-, küón HOUND+rhédon 
ROSE; dog's tooth (xvi), medL. dens canis; 
dog star Sirius (xvi), Gr. kuón, L. canicula; 
dog days (xv1), L. dies caniculares (see CANI- 
CULAR); dog-tooth eye-tooth (xiv), pointed 
ornament (XIX). In dog-sleep (xvii), dog- 
watch (xvir) there is a reference to the light 
or fitful sleep of a dog. 


doge douds chief magistrate of the re- 
publics of Venice and Genoa. xvi. - F. 
doge — Yt. doge - Venetian doze t- L. ducem, 
dux leader; cf. DUCE, DUKE. So dogate 
dou':geit office of a doge. xvirr. — F. dogat 
- It. (Venetian) dogato, f. doge; see -ATE!. 


dogger do:ger two-masted fishing vessel. 
xiv, - MDou. dogger trawler, fishing-boat 
(Du. dogger cod-fisher), obscurely rel. to 
MDu. dogge (in ten dogge varen go to the 
cod-fishing; early Du. dogghe boot large 
barque), which appears to be repr. in Icel. 
fiskilduggur pl. used of Eng. fishing-boats 
visiting Iceland in 1413 (cf. duggari one of 
the crew of a dogger, and Eng. dogger occas. 
so used xvi). Also Tdogger-boat (xvir - Du.); 
Dogger Bank (Du. Doggers bank) name of 
a great shoal in the North Sea, also called 
T Dogger-sands. 


dogg(e)rel do':g(s)ral ill-constructed or 
mean verse. xiv. In earliest use adj. in rym 
dogerel (Ch.), presumably f. noc (with con- 
temptuous implication as in dog Latin, Tdog 
rime XVII) 4- -EREL. 


doggo do:gou (sl) lie doggo lie quiet, re- 
main hid. xix. app. f. poG-+-o, with ref. 
to the light sleeping of dogs and the difficulty 
of telling when their eyes are shut whether 
they are asleep. 


dog-gone dao-gon (U.S. sl.) confound! 
damn! xix. app. development of earlier 
dog on it (etc.), of obscure origin, as a euph. 
substitute for God damn it. Cf. Sc. dagone! 
deuce take it! 


dogma do'gmo tenet or doctrine laid down. 
xvi, = L. dogma philosophical tenet = Gr. 
dógma, dogmat- opinion, tenet, decree, f. 
dokein seem, seem good, think, suppose 
(cf. DOCTOR). So dogmatic, -ICAL. XVII. 
- late L. dogmaticus - Gr. dogmatikds ; so F. 
-tique. do: gmatisM XVII, -IST XVI. = F. do'g- 
matizE. xvi (A.V., Pref.). -F. or late L.. 


doily dorli fwoollen stuff for summer 
wear xvii (Doily Petticoat, Dryden); small 
ornamental napkin or mat xvin (Doiley- 
napkin, Swift). f. name of Doiley, Doyley, 
who according to Samuel Pegge kept a 
linen-draper's sbop in the Strand, London; 
see also ‘Spectator’ No. 283 (1712), ‘Philo- 
sophical Transactions’ XXXIV (1727) 222. 


doit doit small Dutch coin. xvi. - MLG. 
doyt — MDu. duit, deuyt, perh. to be con- 
nected with ON. pveit small coin, prop. 
piece cut off, f. bvíta cut. MDu. dim. doytkin 
was repr. by ME. doydekin (xv), later dodkin. 
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doited doi-tid (Sc.) of unsound mind, 
foolish. xv (Wyntoun). Perh. var. of doted 
(xiv) pp. of Dorz, but oi is obscure. 


doldrums də'ldrəmz low spirits; becalmed 
state of a ship, region of calms. XIX. prob, 
orig. dial. or sl, f. dol DULL, perh. after 
tantrums, 


dole! doul fpart, portion OE.; (arch.) lot, 
share, fate x111; portion doled out xiv. OE. 
dal :~ *dailaz; see DEAL', Hence dole vb. 
XV. 


dole? doul (arch. and dial.) grief, sorrow, 
lamentation. xl. ME. dol, with variants 
doel, deol, del (obs. before 1500), dul, duil 
(surviving in Sc. dule) - OF. dol, doel, duel, 
etc. (mod. deuil mourning) :- pop.L. doíu-s, 
f. L. dolére (see poLouR). Hence do-lerur?. 
xii (La5.). 


dolerite do-lorait mineral allied to basalt. 

xix. -F, dolérite (Haiiy), f. Gr. dolerds 
deceptive; so named from the difficulty of 
discriminating its constituents; see -ITE. 


dolichocephalic do:likousife:lik (ethnol.) 
long-headed )( brachycephalic. xix. f. Gr. 
dolikhós LONG + kephalč HEAD + -1C. 


doll dol frmistress xvi; child's toy-baby 
XVII; pretty but silly woman xix. Pet-form 
of the female name Dorothy (e.g. Doll Tear- 
sheet in Sh. ‘2 Henry IV’, Doll Common in 
B. Jonson’s “The Alchemist’); 7 becomes / 
as in Hal, Sal, Moll, tor Harry, Sarah, 
Mary. Hence dolly do’li in same senses 
XVII; also applied to contrivances having a 
fancied resemblance to a doll XVIII ; SEE -Y°. 


dollar do:dor German taler; Spanish peso 
or piece of eight (i.e. eight reales) xv1; stan- 
dard unit of coinage in U.S.A., Canada, etc., 
equivalent to 100 cents XVIII. — early Flem., 
LG. daler (Du. daalder) — G. taler (formerly 
also thaler), short for Foachimst(A)aler, ap- 
plied to a silver coin made from metal 
obtained in Foachimst(h)al (i.e. ‘Joachim’s 
valley’) in the Erzgebirge, Germany ; thence 
also It. tallero. The forms doler, dolor 
appeared xvi, dollor, dollar xvir. 


dollop də'ləp Ttuft, clump xv1; shapeless 
lump xiX. perh. of Scand. origin (cf. Norw. 
dial. dolp lump). 


Dolly Varden do-li vàidon name of a 
character in Dickens’s ‘Barnaby Rudge’, 
applied to (1) a large hat with one side bent 
downward and abundantly trimmed with 
flowers, (2) a print frock with large flower 
pattern, (3) a Californian trout or char. 


dolman do:lmon Turk’s long robe open in 
front xvi (dolyman) ; hussar’s uniform jacket 
worn with sleeves hanging loose; woman’s 
mantle with cape-like appendages xix. In 
the first sense — F. doliman, in the second 
=- F. dolman ~ G. dolman = Magyar dolmany ; 
all ult. —- T'urk. dolaman. 

dolmen doImen cromlech. ~ F. dolmen 
(dolmin Latour d’Auvergne 1796, dolmine 
Le Grand d’Aussy 1798), expl. by Legonidec 


(1821) as Breton to! table, men stone; but 
the Breton form would be *taolvean, *tdlven, 
and the F. word prob. repr. inexactly 
Cornish tolmén ‘hole of stone’, applied to 
enormous blocks of stone found in Cornwall 
poised on two supporting points so that an 
aperture is left beneath; cf. Maen tol, 
Cornish place-name in OE. charter of 785. 


dolomite do‘lomait (min.) native carbonate 
of lime and magnesia. xviii. = F. dolomite, 
also dolomie, f. name of Sylvain Dolomieu, 
French geologist (1750—1802); see -ITF. 


dolour, U.S. dolor dolor fpain; grief, 
sorrow XIV. ~ OF. dolor, -our (mod. douleur) 
= Pr., Sp. dolor, It. dolore :- L. dolōrem, 
dolor, rel. to dolére suffer pain or grief (cf. 
DOLE”). So do-lorous. xiv. = OF. doleros 
(mod. douloureux) - late L. dolórosus. 


dolphin də'lfin cetaceous mammal re- 
sembling the porpoise, Delphinus delphis 
XII1; constellation Delphinus xv (Lydg.); 
dorado xvit; black bean aphis xvii. Three 
types of form have been current: (i) delfyn, 
delphin — L. delphinus — Gr. delphin-, delphís 
(cf. Sp. delfin, It. delfino) ; (ii) dalphyn - OF. 
daulphin (see DAUPHIN) = Pr. dalfin :- Rom. 
*dalfinu-s; (iii) dolfyn, dolphin, app. Eng. 
alterations of (ii). Cf. DELPHIN. 

dolt doult dull fellow, blockhead. xvi. 
prob. earlier in dial. use, and rel. to tdold 
(xv) numb, and dol(l), var. of DULL. 


dom! dom A. Pg. title of dignity; B. title 
prefixed to the name of Benedictines and 
Carthusians xvi. In A, Pg. dom == Sp. 
DON?*:- L. dominu-s master (spec. of a 
household), f. domus house, f. *dem-, as in 
Vedic dám pátis, pdtir dán master of the 
house, Gr. despdtés DESPOT (:— *dems|pot-). 
In B, shortening of L. dominus DAN. 


dom* doum cathedral. xix. G., - L.. domus 
(Dei) house (of God); cf. DOME. 


-dom dom suffix denoting condition or 
state, as in freedom, thraldom, wisdom state 
of being free, a thrall, wise, passing to the 
sense of domain, realm, territory, area, 
region, in christendom, dukedom, kingdom, 
and the like, and to that of experience, as in 
martyrdom, OE. -dim = OS. -döm (Du. 
-dom), OHG. -tuom (G. -tum), suffixal use 
of OE. dóm judgement, statute, jurisdiction, 
DOOM, OHG. tuam position, condition, dig- 
nity. It has lent itself easily in recent times 
to occas. and trivial use, as officialdom, 
squiredom, theatredom, topsyturvydom. 


domain démei:n estate, lands, dominions 
XVII; sphere of thought or action XVIII; 
lordship, in eminent domain (tr. modL. 
dominium eminens, Grotius) lordship of the 
sovereign power over all property xix. — F. 
domaine, alteration, by assoc. with L. domt- 
nium {see DOMINION), of OF. demaine, 
demeine DEMESNE. €j Domayne occurs as a 
var. reading for demayne (i.e. DEMESNE) in 
Wyntoun’s Chronicle 1 366, and domaine 
landes is in Skene, 1597. 
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dome doum (arch.} house, mansion XVI; 
tcathedral church, pom?; rounded vault, 
cupola XVII; vaulted roof, canopy, etc. XVIII. 
In the first sense - L. domus house (see 
DOMESTIC); in the others = F. dôme- Ít. 
domo, DUOMO house, house of God, cathe- 
dral, cupola (as a distinguishing feature of 
Italian cathedrals) :- L. domu-s. 


Domesday dü:mzdei the Great Inquisi- 
tion or Survey of the lands of England made 
in 1086 by order of William the Conqueror. 
XII (domesdei). ME. form of DOOMSDAY, 
popular appellation (see ‘Dialogus de Scac- 
carlo’ I xvi) given to the book (liber de 
Domesday) as being the final and inexorable 
authority on the matters contained in it. 


domestic déme:stik Tpert. to the house- 

hold; pert. to one's country xvi; of the 
house, household-; tame xvi1; sb. Tinmate 
XV1; household servant xvii. — (O)F. domes- 
tique — L. domesticus, f. domus house, rel. 
to Gr. dómos, Skr. ddmas, OS. domi, 
Olr. doim in the house, f. IE. *dom- *dem- 
*dm- (cf. DESPOT, TAME, TIMBER); for the 
terminal el. of the L. word cf. rüsticus 
RUSTIC, siludticus (see SAVAGE), vidticus (see 
VOYAGE). tDomestical is earlier (xv). So 
dome-sticate doum-, dom-. XVII. f. pp. 
stem of medL. domesticáre; see -ATE?. do- 
mesti'CITY. XVIII; so F. -icité. 


domicile  do:misail dwelling-place xv; 
place of (permanent) residence xviii. =(O)EF. 
domicile — L. domicilium, f. domus house (see 
prec.). Hence domiciliary -si'liəri XVHI. 


dominant do:minont ruling, commanding 
(cf. PREDOMINANT) XV; (mus.) pert. to the 
fifth note of the scale of any key (also 
Sb.) as dominating it next to the tonic. XIX. 
—- (O)F. dominant — L. dominant-, -áns, prp. 
of dominári (f. dominus), on the pp. stem 
of which was formed do'minate. xvir; 
see DOM!, -ANT, -ATE, domina'TION exer- 
cise of rule xiv (Ch.); fourth of the nine 
orders of angels xiv ('Trevisa). - (O)F. - L. 


dominceer dominio:i govern or act imperi- 
ously, tyrannize (over) xvi (Sh). - Du. 
tdomineren — F. dominer —- L. domindri; see 
prec. and -EER?, 


dominical dóminikol pert. to the Lord or 
the Lord's Day (Sunday) xv. -(O)F. 
dominical or late L. dominicális, f. dominicus, 
f. dominus lord, master ; see DOM!, -ICAL. 


Dominican dómrnikon pert. to (a member 
of) the Order of Friars Preachers (Black 
Friars). xvi1. ~medL. Dominicdnus (whence 
F. dominicain), f. Dominicus, L. form of 
the name of Domingo de Guzman (St. 
Dominic), 1170-1221, founder of an order 
of preaching friars; see -AN. 


dominie da-mini schoolmaster, pedagogue. 
XVII. sp. of L. dominē, orig. term of respect- 
ful address to clerics, voc. case of dominus 
master, lord (see Dom!); cf. tdomine clergy- 
man (XVII-XVIII), prob. — Du. dominé. The 
present currency is due to the character Do- 
minie Sampson in Scott’s ‘Guy Mannering’, 
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dominion dömi'njən lordship, sway xv; 
domains of a feudal lord or sovereign (now, 
the specific designation of some countries 
of the British Commonwealth) xiv; (leg.) 
ownership (L. dominium) xvii. = OF. domi- 
nion - medL. dominid(n-), f. dominium pro- 
perty (cf. CONDOMINIUM), f. dominus master, 
lord (see DoM?), 


domino do:minou A. cloak with a half- 
mask worn at masquerades, person wearing 
this xvir1 ; the mask itself xix; B. rectangular 
piece used in the game (dominoes) having 
the under side black and the upper blank or 
marked with pips XIX. — F. domino priest’s 
winter cloak with hood (xvi) hooded 
masquing garment, name of the game 
(xviir); presumably a deriv. of L. dominus 
(see DoM!). 'T'he marked difference of use 
(A and B) has not been satisfactorily 
accounted for; the assoc. of the second with 
the first by reference to the black back of 
the pieces and the attribution of the game 
to an abbot Domino lack confirmation. 
From the use of domino! at the end of the 
game it has been generalized as an int. for 
‘full up!’ and as marking the completion of 
an action. 

don! don (arch., dial.) put on. xiv (Ch.). In 
early use also d'on, do'n; contr. of do on; 
DO! (in the sense ‘put’) ON adv. ; afterc. 1650 
retained in pop. use in north. dial.; revived 
in literary use by Scott, like porr. Walker 
marks don as little used and doff as obsolete. 


don’, Don don Sp. title prefixed to a man’s 
Christian name; Sp. lord or gentleman, 
Spaniard ; distinguished or important man, 
(dial.) adept; (in English universities) head, 
fellow, or tutor of a college xvir. Sp. = L. 
dominu-s. Cf. DAN, DOM!. 

dona, also donah, doner dou:no (sl.) woman, 
girl. xix. — Sp. dozia (Pg. dona) = It. DONNA 
:- L. domina mistress, lady, f. domus house, 
home (cf. DOMESTIC). 

donate dounert (chiefly U.S.) makea gift 
of. xix. Back-formation from dona'rioN. 
xv (Wyntoun). ~ (O)F. = L., noun of action 
f. donáre, f. dónum gift, f. *dö- (cf. DATIVE). 
do-nativeE. xv (Lydg.). -— L., n. of dondtivus. 
do:non!. xv. — AN. donour, OF. doneur :- 
L. dónátór(em). Hence dongE:. xvr. 

Donatist dou: notist one of a Christian sect 
of N. Africa (1v). xv. - late L. Donatista, f. 
Donátus (of uncertain identity) ; see -1sT. 


done dan pp. of po}. 

donga da‘nga in S. Africa, ravine or gully 
with steep sides. xrx. Bantu. 

dongola do-ngéla epithet of a race in which 
a punt or canoe is propelled by paddling by 
equal numbers of either sex; also of a kind 
of leather and a red colour. xix. f. name of 
a district of the Sudan, N. Africa. 

donjon arch. sp. of DUNGEON. 

donkey do:pki ass. xvii (Grose). In early 
use pronounced soastor.w. monkey, whence 
the proposed derivs. from DUN! and from 
the proper name Duncan (cf. dicky, neddy). 
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donna dono lady; title of courtesy for an | dop doup Cape brandy distilled from grape- 


It. or (instead of dofia, dona) a Sp. or Pg. 
lady. xvir. It. s= L. domina, fem. of dominus 
DON?. Cf. PRIMA DONNA. 


donor see DONATE. 


donzella dontse'lla young lady. It., Pr. 
:- Rom. *dominicella, dim. of L. domina 
DAME; cf, DAMSEL, 


doob  düb  dog's-tooth grass, Cynodon 
Dactylon. xix. - Hindi düb :— Skr. dürvå. 


doodle dū'di simpleton, noodle xvii; 
(U.S.) Yankee or Union soldier; larva of 
tiger-beetle (also doodle-bug, which was 
applied in 1944 to the ‘flying bomb’); aim- 
less scrawl on paper xx. In the first sense 
~ LG. dudel- in dudeltopf, -dopp simple 
fellow ; the connexion of the other senses is 
doubtful ; the last is prob. rel. to dial. vb. 
doodle fritter time away. 


doolie dü-i Indian litter or palanquin. 
XVII (dowle, doola). — Hindi dolz, dim. of 
dólà swing, cradle, litter :- Skr. dola, f. dul- 
swing. 

doom düm (hist.) statute, ordinance ; deci- 
sion, sentence OE.; trial, judgement xI1I; 
(final) fate xiv. OE. dóm = OFris., OS. 
döm OHG. tuom, ON. dómr, Goth. dóws :— 
CGerm. *dómaz lit. that which is set or 
put, f. *dó- place, set, bol. For the sense- 
development cf. Gr. thémis law (*the- place), 
L. statutum STATUTE. Hence doom vb. xv. 


doom var. of DOUM. 


doomsday dü:mzdei Day of Judgement. 
OE. démes dwg, g. of DOOM and Day; cf. 
DOMESDAY. So ON. ddmsdagr, MbDu. 
doem(e)dach. 


doomster dü'mstoi Tjudge xv; (Sc.) offi- 
cial who formerly recited the judicial sen- 
tence XVII (Skene). Alteration of demester, 
DEMPSTER, after DOOM. 

door door hinged or sliding barrier for 
closing an entrance. (1) OE. duru (fem. 
u-stem) = OFris. dure, OS. duru, corr. to 
other Germ. (orig. pl.) forms with Z-stem, 
ODu. dori pl. (Du. deur fern. sg.), OHG. 
turi pl. (G. tiir fem. sg.), ON. dyrr fem. pl. 
and n., Goth. dauróns fem. wk. pl. (it) OE. 
dor n., pl. doru == OS. dor, (O)HG. tor 
gate, Goth. daur. The IE. base *dhur- is 
repr. also by Skr. dur, dvdr (orig. dual or 
pl.), Gr. third, L. foris (cf. FoREIGN), OIr. 
dorus (:—= *dhworest-), OSI. dviri gate, dvorü 
court, Lith. darys gate. The ME. descen- 
dants of OE. duru and dor coalesced, dur 
and dore existing beside dure and dor; the 
form dore lasted from xII to xvir; the sp. 
door (from xvr1) implies a ME. ddr, which is 
confirmed by Sc. diir (in north. Eng. ‘Cath. 
Angi.’ dure, duyr, 1483); the local pronunc. 
duod, which reflects this, has been replaced 
in standard use by dior; cf. floor. G If one 
should rime to this word (Restore) he may 
not match him with (Doore) or (Poore) for 
neither of both are of like terminant (‘Arte 
of English Poesie’, 1589). 


skins. XIX. ~ Afrikaans use of Du, dop shell, 
husk. 

dope doup (orig. U.S.) lubricating fluid; 
opium or other narcotic xix. — Du. doop 
sauce, f. doopen dip, mix, adulterate (see 
DIP), whence dope vb. 


doppelgsanger do:plgz:ngoi apparition of 
a living person, wraith, double. xIx. = G. 
doppelgänger ‘double-goer’ , -walker’ = Du. 
dubbelganger; semi-anglicized by Scott and 
C. Kingsley as double-ganger. 

dopper dopo: Dutch Baptist. xvi (B. 
Jonson}. =- (with shortening of vowel) Du. 
dooper, f. doopeh dip, baptize (cf. DOPE). 

dor di1 species of fly or beetle OE.; flying 
beetle xv. OE. dora; cf. MLG. dorte drone; 
prob. imit. of humming noise. 

Dora doro joc. make-up of the initials of 
Defence of the Realm Act (August 1914), 
forming a common female Christian name. 

dorado dóra:dou the fish Coryphæna hip- 
puris Xvir ; the constellation xiphias (sword- 
fish) xix. — Sp. dorado :- L. déaurátu-s, pp. 
of deauráre (see ponY!). 


Dorcas dóoukos D. society church society 
of ladies for providing clothes for the poor. 
XIX. Name of a woman disciple ‘full of good 
works’, mentioned in Acts ix 36. 

doria, dorea do'rio kind of striped Indian 
muslin. 

Dorian do:rion pert. to Doris, a division of 
ancient Greece; (mus.) name of one of the 
ancient Gr. musical modes. xvir. f. L. 
Dorius - Gr. Dórios, f. Dórís; see -1IAN. So 
Doric də'rik Dorian XVI; one of the main 
dialects of ancient Greek; (hence) rustic; 
one of the Greek orders of architecture xvi1. 
—- L. Doricus - Gr. Dorikós. 

Dorking ds-1kin breed of poultry. xix. 
Name of a town in Surrey. 

dormant dó:rmont (hist.) fixed, stationary 
xiv (table dormant, Ch.) ; sleeping; inactive, 
quiescent xvi. —(O)F. dormant, prp. of 
dormir - L. dormire sleep, rel. to OSI. 
drémati (Russ. dremdt’ slumber), and 
further to Skr. dráti, dráyati sleeps, Gr. 
édrathon I slept. So dormer di-1maz pro- 
jecting vertical window in a sloping roof 
(orig. dormitory window). xvi. =- OF. 
dormeor, f. dormir sleep 4--eor -ER?. dormi- 
tion doimi:fon falling asleep. xv (Caxton). 
-F.-L. dormitory dé-imiteri sleeping- 
chamber. xv. - L. dormitórium, sb. use of 
n. of dormitórius (Pliny), f. dormit-, pp. stem 
of dormire sleep ; so OF. dormitoire. dorter, 
-our do-‘itor (hist.) dormitory (e.g. of a 
monastery). XIII. — OF. dortour (mod. dor- 
toir) = Pr. dormidor :- 1. dormitorium. 

dormouse  do:umaus small hibernating 
rodent, Myoxus. xv. Of unkn. origin; it 
has been suggested that it was f. north. dial. 
dori sleep; cf. the Du. names tslaepmuys, 
tslaepratte ‘sleep-mouse’, ‘-rat’, ‘Treated 
as a comp. of mouse, with pl. -mce, since 
XVI; but -mouses occurs XVI-XVII, 
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dormy domi (in golf) leading by as many 


holes as there are holes to play. xix. Of 
unkn. origin. 
dorothy bag do-rapi beg lady's open- 
topped handbag. xx. Dorothy, female 
Christian name, BAG. 
dorp diip Tvillage xvi (Stanyhurst); (S. 
Africa) small town xx. ~= Du. dorp = OE. 
þorp THORP. 


dorsal dō'ısəl pert. to the back. xv. 
-(O)F. dorsal or late L. dorsdlis, for L. 
dorsuális, f. dorsum back; see -AL!. Cf. 
DOSSAL. So dorsi-, dorso- (see -0-), comb. 
forms of L. dorsum. 


dory! do'ri the fish Zeus faber (also JOHN 

Dory). xiv (darre). — F. dorée, sb. use of 
fem. pp. of dorer gild :- late L. déaurare, 
f. dé DE- -+aurdre gild, f. aurum gold; 
so called from its yellowish colour with 
metallic reflections. 


dory? dö'ri small W. Indian and U.S. boat. 
XVIII. Of unkn. origin. 


dose dous, (Sc.) douz prescribed quantity 
of medicine. xv. — F. dose ~ late L. dosis 
(which was earlier in Eng. use) — Gr. dósis 
giving, gift, portion of medicine (Galen), 
f. didónai give (cf. DONATION). Hence dose 
vb. XVII; cf. F. doser. 


doss dos (sl) sb. bed; vb. sleep. xvirr. 
Earlier dorse; f. L. dorsum (F. dos) back. 
For the loss of r cf. BASS!, DACE. 


dossal do:sol ornamental cloth on or at the 
back of a chair, an altar, etc. xvii. Also 
dossel, earlier tdosel, tdorsel-—medL. dos- 
sale, n. of dossális, for dorsalis (see DORSAL) ; 
cf, OF. dossal, -el. The ME. word was 
Tdos(s)er (xiv) - OF. dossier (see next). 


dossier dosiei || dosje set of documents 
relating to a matter. XIX. = F. dossier bundle 
of papers in a wrapper having a label on the 
back (xvir), f. dos back (:- L. dorsum; cf. 
DORSAL) + -ier (:= L. -drium -ARY). 

dost dast see po}, 


dot! dot (dial.) small lump, clot xvt ; minute 
mark xvii. OE. dott (once) head of a boil, 
perh. in continuous colloq. use (cf. the dim. 
DOTTLE), but not recorded again till xvi in 
the gen. sense of ‘small knob or lump’, 
when its appearance may be due to Du. dot 
knot, prob. rel. to OHG. tutto, tutta nipple 
(cf. G. dial. tütte, MHG. dim. tüttel nipple, 
G. tiittel point, dot, jot); for the prob. base 
*dutt- cf. OE. dyttan (1—- *duttjan), dial. dit 
stop up, plug. Hence dot vb. XVIII. 


dot? dot dowry. xix (Thackeray). ~ (O)F. 
dot — L. dótem, nom. dós, f. *dó- give (cf. 
DONATION). An earlier form was fdote 
(xvi) - F. var. Tdote. 


dote, doat dout A.be silly or weak-minded 
x111; B. bestow excessive fondness upon xv. 
ME. dotie (perh. OE. *dotian), corr. to 
MDu. doten be silly (whence OF. redoter, 
mod. radoter). In A now usu. dote, in B 
doat (from xvI). Hence do'tace weak- 
minded senility xtv ; cf. F. radotage. do'tARD 


DOUCE 





one in his dotage xiv (Ch.); cf. synon. ME. 
+dote (x11), which appears to be the earliest 


word of this group, and based on MDu. 
dote folly. ME. had also dotel fool, dotard 
(xiv-xv), and vbs. adote intr. (xIII-xIv) and 
bedote trans. (x1v—xv1). 


doth dap see pol. 


dott(e)rel dao-t(a)ral_ species of plover; 

dotard. xv. f. DOTE +-REL, the bird was 
presumably so named from its (alleged) 
stupidity. @ Dotterel is applied dial. to a 
‘doddered’, stunted, or decaying tree (XVI), 
as was also Tdotard (xvrr-xvitr), with which 
are to be connected dial. dote decay, and 
doted decayed (xv); but the relations are 
obscure. 


dottle do:tl Tplug xv; plug of tobacco ash 
in the bottom of a pipe xix. dim. of nor! ; 
see -LE}, 

dotty do'ti covered with dots; (sl.) of un- 
steady gait (from phr. dot and go or carry one, 
said of one who has a wooden leg, XVIII); of 
feeble mind, daft xix. See -v!, 


douane dua:n custom-house. xvi. - FF. 
— It. doana, dogana ~ Turk, duwan, Arab. 
diwan DIVAN. 


double da‘bl consisting of two. twofold 
XIII; twice as many xIv. — OF. doble, duble, 
later and mod. double — Pr., Sp. doble, It. 
doppio :- L. duplu-s DUPLE. So double vb. 
xil. — OF. dobler, dubler (mod. doubler) :- 
late L. duplàre. 


double entendre  dü:bl 4ta-dr double 
meaning, phrase capable of this. xvir 
(Dryden). F. phr. (rare) ‘double under- 
standing’; see DOUBLE, INTEND; anglicized 
tdouble extender (XVU-XVIII). 

doublet da-blit (hist) close-fitting body 
garment for men XIV; one of two things 
exactly alike xvr (philol. one of two words 
in the same language deriving from the same 
ultimate word xix). - (O)F. doublet, f. double; 
see prec. and -ET. 


doubloon dablü:n Sp. gold coin, orig. 
double of the pistole. xvir. = F. doublon or 
its source Sp. doblón, augm. f. doble DOUBLE. 
See -OON. 


doubt daut Tfear; be in uncertainty xr 

(AncrR., Cursor M.). — OF. doter, duter 
(mod. douter) = Pr. dobtar, Sp. dudar, Pg. 
duvidar :- L. dubitdre waver, hesitate, rel. 
to dubius puBIoUS. The latinized sp. with b 
appears xv, following F. tdoubter. The 
sense ‘fear’ was an early and prominent 
sense, which survives dial.; cf. redoubtable. 
Sodoubtsb. tfear; uncertainty. xu. ~ OF. 
dote, dute (mod. doute), f. douter. Hence 
dou:btruL!. xiv, which was preceded by 
Tdou(b)tous (- OF. doutous, mod. douteux). 
dou: btrzss adv. without doubt. xiv. 


douce düs Tsweet, pleasant xiv ; (Sc.) quiet, 
sober xvii. — OF. dous (mod. doux), fem. 
douce — Pr. dols, Cat. dous, Pg. doce, It. 
dolce, Rum. dulce 1- L.. dulci-s sweet, rel. to 
Gr. glukiis (cf. GLYCERINE). 
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douceur dü'só: Tpleasantness; Tcompli- 
mentary speech xvu (Dryden); gratuity, 
tip xviir (H. Walpole). — F. douceur, earlier 
Tdousour, etc. — Pr. dolzor, Sp. dulzor :- 
Rom. *dulgére, for late L. dulcérem, nom. 
dulcor sweetness, f. dulcis sweet; see prec. 
@ An adoption of the OF. word had some 
currency in ME. 


douche dü[ stream of water applied to the 
body. xvir (Smollett). - F. douche -= It. 
doccia conduit pipe, f. docciare pour by 
drops :- Rom. *ductiáre, f. ductus DUCT. 


dough dou mass of flour moistened into 
a paste. OE. dág — OFris. deeg, MLG. déch 
(Du. deg), OHG. teic (G. teig), ON. deig, 
Goth. daigs :- CGerm. *dazgzaz, f. *daig- 
IE. *dhoigh- *dheigh- *dhigh- smear, 
knead, form of clay (so Goth. digan), whence 
also Skr. dih smear, déhas body, Av. pairi'- 
daéza- (see PARADISE), Arm. déz heap, L. 
*fig- in fingere (see FICTION), figūra FIGURE, 
Gr. zeíkhos, toíkhos wall (for *thetkhos, 
*thotkhos), OSI. zídů clay, Lith. dýšti beat 
soundly, Goth. digrei abundance, ON. digr 
stout, big. Cf. LADY. 


doughty dau'ti tworthy; valiant, stout. 
Late OE. dohtig, new formation prob. after 
dohte, pt. of dugan be of use or worthy, re- 
placing dyhtig (ME. dühti), corr. to MLG., 
MDu. duchtich (Du. duchtig), MHG. tühtic 
(G. tüchtig brave), f. MHG. tuht bravery, 
f. *tug- of OHG. tugan (— OE., OS. dugan 
be worth, competent, strong, ON. duga, 
Goth. *dugan, in 3rd pres. ind. daug is 
profitable; cf. Lith. datig much, OSI., Russ. 
dyüzhii strong) ; see -Y!. 

Doukhobors dü:kobózz Russian sect. xix. 
Russ. dukhobóry 'spirit-wrestlers', f. dukh 
spirit-+bordt’sya wrestle. 

doum, doom daum, dim kind of palm. 
XVIII. — Arab. daum, düm. 


dour duoi, Sc. dür (Sc. and north.) hard, 
stern XIV; stubborn, sullen xv. prob. = Gael. 
dur dull, stupid, obstinate = (M)Ir. dúr, 
which may be-L. dürus hard; but the 
possibility of an early (Anglian) adoption 
of the L. word cannot be excluded. 
douse!, dowse daus strike xvi; strike 
(sail) xvir; doff; dout xvir. perh. rel. to 
similar and partly synon. MDu., LG. dossen, 
Du. doesen (Kilian), G. dial. dusen beat, 
strike. 

douse? daus tplunge in liquid ; drench. xvi 
(Holland). prob. imit. (cf. souse), but poss. 
identical with prec. 


douse? see DOWSE. 


dout daut (dial) put out, extinguish. XVI. 
contr. of do out; cf. DOFF, DON?, DUP. 


dove dav bird of the pigeon family (Colum- 

bidz) xii; appellation of tender affection 
xiv (Ch.). ME. duve, douve, dofe- ON. 
dúfa = OFris. düve, OS, düba (Du. duif), 
OHG. tūba (G. taube) Goth. dübo:- 
CGerm. (exc. OE.) *dübón, presumed to be 
imit. of the bird's note. See CULVER. 


DOWN 





dowager dau‘id3a1 woman whose husband 
is dead and enjoys a title or property de- 
rived from him. xvi (applied to Mary 
Tudor, widow of Louis XII, and Catherine 
of Aragon, styled Princess Dowager). - OF. 
douag(t)ere, f. douage dower, f. douer portion, 
ENDOW-+| -iere :~ L. -dria -ARY. 


dowd daud tugly woman xiv (R. Man- 
nyng); shabbily or drably dressed woman 
xviit. Of unkn. origin. Hence dow:dy! sb. 
XVI; adj. XVII; denoting ugliness until XVIII. 


dowel dausal headless peg, bolt, etc. xIv. 
perh. - MLG. dovel, corr. to OHG. tubili 
(MHG. tübel; G. dóbel, after LG.), f. Germ. 
*dub- :— IE. *dhubh-, whence Gr. tuphos 
(:— *thuphos) wedge. Cf. THOLE. 


dower dausi dowry xiv (Ch.); tportion of 
a deceased husband’s estate allowed to a 
widow xiv. —(O)F. douaire- medL. détd- 
rium, f. L. dót-, dos dowry, ddtdre endow; 
cf. -ARY. So dowry dauari tdower (R. 
Mannyng); money that a wife brings her 
husband xiv. - AN. douarie -- (O)F. 


douaire. 


dowlas dau'los tcoarse linen, (now) strong 

calico. xv. f. name of Doulas, Daoulas, a 
town south-east of Brest in Brittany; cf. 
lockram. 


down! daun fhill OE.; open expanse of 
high ground, spec. in pl. x111 (RGlouc.); the 
Downs part of the sea within the Goodwin 
Sands off the east coast of Kent, opposite 
to the eastern end of the North Downs xv; 
dune xvi. OE. din = OF ris. diine, OS. diina 
(Du. duin; cf. DUNE), a word of the LG. area, 
perh. - OCeltic (Gaulish) *dünom (cf. place- 
names Augusto|dinum Autun, Novio|dinum), 
whence (O)Ir. dun fort, W. fdin fort (cf. 
dinas city), cogn, with OE. £n TOWN. 


down? daun first feathering of young birds. 
xiv (Ch). - ON. dünn (also in comb. 
xdardtin EIDER-DOWN), whence LG. diane, 
G. daune. 


down? daun adv. to or in a low or lower 
position or level. OE. düne in dünestigende 
descending (Vespasian Psalter Gloss Ixxxvii 
5 ‘descendentibus’), düne ástag descended 
(Lindisfarne Gospels, Luke iv 31), dün in 
Peterborough Chronicle (x11) and Ormu- 
lum; aphetic of adtine, ofdüne ADOWN. 
Hence down prep. in a descending direction 
along. xiv (Cursor M.). dow-ncasr cast 
down, ruined; directed downwards. xvii. 
dow':nrALL! fall from high estate xtri1 (Cur- 
sor M.); descent xv. downhearted xvii 
(Goldsmith). f. doz:wn depressed xvir(Jonson). 
downright vertically downwards xii (La3.); 
thoroughly, outright xrv; adj. XV1; aphetic 
of adounriht. dow'nWARD. XII: aphetic of 
tadownward, late OE. adiinweard. 


down‘ daun meaningless word in refrains, 

as douwne downe downe a downe'a (Sh.), 
echoed by later poets; see also DERRY. 
Hence tdown sb. refrain of a song. XVII 
(Cotgr.). 
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dowse dauz, daus use the divining-rod. 
xvii (deusing rod, Locke, 1691). Of S.W. 
dial. origin, being proper to Somerset, 
Devon, and Cornwall; the local pronunc. 
is deuz, which is shown by Locke, who was 
born at Wrington, Somerset; the forms 
dawze and jowse also occur; the source is 
unkn. 


doxology dokso-led3i formal ascription of 
praise to God. xvir (Jer. Taylor). = medL. 
doxologia — Gr. doxologíá, f. doxológos giving 
glory, f. déxa glory-++--logos speaking, légein 
speak ; see -LOGY. 


doxy' do:ksi beggar's or vagrant’s wench, 
(gen.) paramour, harlot. xvI. orig. rogues’ 
cant; of unkn. origin. 


doxy? do:ksi (sl.}) opinion. xviir. Terminal 
el. of orthodoxy and heterodoxy used joc. 
(with ref. to poxy') as a word. @ Cf. ‘Ortho- 
dox and other dox’ (Amory, 1756). 


doyen dwa‘jé senior member of a body 
(transf. from the position of dean as head of 
a cathedral chapter). xvir. F.; see DEAN?. 


doyl(e)y see DoILy. 


doze douz fstupefy, muddle, perplex; sleep 
drowsily XVII. prob. much earlier in local 
use and perh. of Scand. origin, but words of 
kindred meaning do not corr. exactly in 
form, e.g. Da. døse drowse, mope, døs 
drowsiness, ON. dúsa ?doze, dús, dos lull, 
calm, Sw. dial. dusa slumber. Hence doze 
sb, XVIII. 


dozen dazn set of 12. xii (Cursor M.). 
ME. dozein(e)- OF. dozeine, -aine (mod. 
douzaine) = Pr. dotzena, Sp. docena (it. 
dozzina = F., whence also G. dutzend); 
Rom. deriv. with -ēna (as in L. decéna, 
centéna, etc. group of Io, roo, etc.) on 
*do(t)ze :—- *dodece :— lı. duodecim 12, f. duo 
TWO J- decem (-im) TEN. 


drab! drzb slattern; harlot. xvi. prob. in 
origin a cant or slang word; perh. from Du. 
or LG., in which there is a group of similar 
words meaning ‘mud’, ‘mire’, ‘dregs’, viz. 
Du. drab dregs, LG. drabbe thick dirty 
liquid, mire, drabbig muddy (cf. DRABBLE). 
«| Ir. drabóg slut, Gael. drabach slatternly, 
are from Eng. 


drab? dreb [kind of cloth xvr ; dull yellow- 
ish-brown colour xvii. prob. alteration of 
Tdrap cloth (of which it was an alternative 
form XVII—XVIII), due to assim. occurring in 
such comps. as drap-de-Berry, drab-de- 
Berry; drap - (O)F. drap — Pr. drap, in 
It. drapo, Sp. trapo rag, —- late L. drappus 
perh. of Celtic origin. For the transition of 
sense in Eng. cf. drapp-colour xvii, drap- 
coloured, Brown Drap XVIII. 


drabble drz-bl become wet or make wet 
with muddy water. xiv. - LG. drabbelen 
walk or paddle in water or mire; see DRAB! 
and -LE?, 
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drachm dræm fdrachma; unit of weight, 


DRAM. XIV. Late ME. dragme — OF. dragme 
or late L.. dragma, var. of L. drachma -= Gr. 
drakhmé Attic weight and coin, prob. 
orig. ‘handful of coins’, f. base *drakh- of 
drdssesthai seize, grasp. Also drachma 
dre-kmo. xvi. Q Cf. dirhem (xviii, Gibbon) 
- Arab, dirham ~= L. drachma. 


draconic, Draconic droko:nik A. pert. to 


a dragon XVII; B. pert. to Draco (archon at 
Athens 621 B.C.) or his severe code of laws 
xvi. f. L. dradc6(n-) DRAGON or the proper 
name Dracé, Gr. Drdkoén-+-ic. So draco-=- 
nIAN, D-. xix. 


draff draef dregs, refuse. x (La3.). If 


not orig. a term of beer-manufacture of LG. 
origin, perh. repr. OE. *dræf = MLG., 
(M)Du. draf, OHG. *trab, pl. trebir (G. 
treber, trdber husks, grains), ON. *draf 
(Icel. draf, Norw. drav mash). Qj Ir., Gael. 
drabh is from Eng. 


draft draft var. of DRAUGHT, recorded XVI 


and established since xvi for certain senses. 
Hence draft vb. xvii. 


drag dreg pull, haul xiv ; use a drag to xv. 


Obscurely developed from OE. dragan 
DRAW, or— cogn. ON. draga (Sw. draga, 
Da. drage); cf. swag, wag. Hence or partly 
-MLG. dragge grapnel. drag sb. xiv 
(‘harrow’, ft ‘float, raft’), xiv (“drag-net’), xvi1 
(‘scent, trail’), xvii ('carriage, coach"). 


dragée dræ'3ei sweetmeat used as the 


vehicle of a drug. x1x. F.; see DREDGE?, 


draggle dra:gl soil (a garment), etc., by 


dragging it through wet or mire. xvi (G. 
Douglas). f. DRAG vb.4--LE?*. An earlier 
form was drakelyn xv (Promp. Parv.). 


dragoman drz‘gamon interpreter. XVI. 


— F. tdragoman (now drogman) = It. drago- 
mano-medGr. dragómanos — early Arab. 
targumán, now tarjumdn (see TRUCHMAN), 
f. targama, tarjama interpret (see TARGUM). 
The earlier forms drog(e)man (from x1v) and 
other vars. repr. OF. drugemen, Pr. drogo- 
man, medL. dragumannus. ‘The Eng. word 
has often been apprehended as a comp. of 
man, and consequently inflected -men in- 
stead of -mans. 


dragon drz‘gon huge serpent or reptile 


(with wings). x111.~(O)F. dragon — L. draco- 
nem, dracó (whence also Pr., Sp. dragon, It. 
dragone) — Gr. drákón, commonly referred 
to *drak- *derk-, repr. also in Gr. dérkesthat, 
aorist drakein see clearly, Skr. darg see, Av. 
darstis sight, Olr. dere eye, OE. torht (= OS. 
torht, OHG. zoraht) clear, bright. 


dragonnade dregoenerd  persecution di- 


rected by Louis XIV against French protes- 
tants in which dragoons were quartered 
upon the victims. xvii. — F. dragonnade, 
f. dragon DRAGOON ; see -ADE. 


DRAGOON 


dragoon drəgū'n fcarbine, musket, so 
called from its ‘breathing fire’ like a dragon; 
cavalry soldier, orig. applied to mounted 
infantry armed with this weapon. xvii. — F. 
dragon DRAGON ; see -00N. Hence dragoo:n 
vb. set dragoons upon, force rigorous 
measures upon. XVI1; after F. dragonner. 





drain drein Jstrain OE. ; draw liquid away 
in small quantities. xvi. OE. dréahnian, 
dréhnian, prob. f. *dréaz- :- Germ. *draug- 
(see DRY). The normal repr. of the OE. is 
drin, as shown by drean (XVI-XVII) and in 
some dialects; for the present standard 
pronunc. cf. great. Hence drain sb. xv. 
Hence drai-mAGE, action of draining, 
system of drains. XVII. 


drake! dreik tdragon (cf. fire-drake) OE. ; 
(from LG.) kind of cannon; angler’s name 
for species of fly xvir. OE. draca = OF ris., 
MLG., MDu. drake (Du. draak), OHG. 
trahho (G., with MG. initial, drache) :- 
CWGerm. *drako — L. dracé (see DRAGON). 


drake? dreik male of the duck. xin (Have- 
lok). To be referred, with G. dial. (LG.) 
drake, drache, to WGerm. *drako (*dreko), 
of obscure origin, which forms the second 
element of OHG. antrahho, antrehho, for 
*anutrahho (G. enterich, dial. endedrach, 
entrach), the first el. of this compound being 
OHG. anut, enit, MHG. anet, ant, ente (G. 
ente) = OE. ened, MLG. anet (Du. eend), 
ON. ond; widespread IE. word for ‘duck’, 
repr. by L. anas, anat-, Gr. néssa, nássa, 
Lith. ántis, OSl. aty duck, and perh. Skr. 
átís aquatic bird. 

dram dræm Tdrachm, drachma xv ; 4 fluid 
ounce, (hence) small draught of cordial or 
spirituous liquor xvi. - OF. drame or medL. 
drama, var. of DRACHMA. 


drama drámo composition to be acted on 
a stage. XVII (B. Jonson; in anglicized form 
Tdrame. xvi). ~ late L. drãma — Gr. dráma, 
-at- deed, action, play (esp. tragedy), f. drán 
do, act. So dramatic dramaertik. xvi.- 
late L. - Gr. dramatis personze drz:motis 
póisou'ni (list of) characters in a play. xvirr 
(Fielding). L. ‘persons of a drama’. dra- 
matist dre-m-. xvir (Cudworth). dra-- 
matize. xviir. Cf. F. drame, dramatique, 
-iste, -iser, all recorded later than the corr. 
Eng. words. dra:maturge -51d3 playwright. 
xix. — F. dramaturge — Gr. dramatourgoós, 
f. dramato- 4- -ergos worker (cf. WORK). 


drape dreip A. tmake into cloth xv; B. 
cover with drapery. xix. In A - OF. draper, 
f. drap cloth — Pr. drap :- late L. drappus, 
poss. of Celtic origin; in B (recorded first 
from Tennyson) back-formation from DRA- 
PERY, suggested by F. draper. So drapert 
dreipoer dealer in cloth, and now, 1n other 
textiles. xiv (PPl.). - AN. draper, (O)F. dra- 
pier, f. drap. dra: prEnv cloth, textile fabric 
XIV ; business or shop of a draper xv; artistic 
arrangement of clothing; stuff with which 
an object is draped xvir. — (O)F. draperie. 


DRAWL 


drastic dræ'stik (of medicines) acting 
strongly XVII ; vigorously effective X1x. = Gr. 
drastikds active, effective, f. drastds, ppl. adj. 
of drán do; see DRAMA and -1c, Cf, F. 
drastique (XVII). 





drat dret mild substitute for ‘damn’. xix. 
Aphetic for od-ra't (Fielding), ie. Od, 
minced form of GOD, and RAT*. 


draught draft act of drawing xu; that 
which is drawn or pulled xii; Tmove at 
chess, etc. ; pl. game played on a board xiv; 
Tpicture, sketch xv ; design, plan XV1 ; (perh. 
short for +ztthdraught) tcesspool, privy 
XVI; current of air xvi. Early ME. draht, 
if not in OE.,~ ON. *drahtr, dráttr, later 
reinforced from (M)Du. dragt = OHG 
traht (G. tracht), abstr. sb. f. *dragan DRAW ; 
see -T. Cf. DRAFT. 


Dravidian drovidion pert. to the race in- 
habiting S. India and parts of Ceylon. xix 
(R. Caldwell, ‘A Grammar of the Dravidian 
Languages’, 1856). f. Skr. drdvida pert. to 
Dravida, name of a province of S. India; 
see -IAN. 


draw dr5, pt. drew drü, pp. drawn dron 
general vb. for the expression of various 
kinds of traction, attraction, extraction, and 
protraction (infl. in some uses by assoc. with 
L. trahere draw); trace or delineate on a 
surface XIII; frame, formulate xvi; intr. 
move, make one's way OE. A CGerm. str. 
vb.: OE. dragan, pt. droh, drogon, pp. 
drægen, dragen = ON. draga, dró, drógum, 
dreginn draw, pull, and (in the sense ‘bear, 
carry’, ‘wear’) OFris. draga, OS. dragan (Du. 
dragen), OHG. tragan (G. tragen, trug, 
getragen), Goth. (ga)dragan (only in prp. 
-and). @ Not immed. rel. to synon. L. 
trahere. 


drawcansir droke:nsor Name of a fierce 

swashbuckling character in Villiers's "I'he 
Rehearsal' (1672); burlesque alteration of 
Almanzor of Dryden’s ‘Conquest of Gra- 
nada’ (1670-2), perh. designed to suggest 
draw and can (of liquor). 


drawer dro(o receptacle sliding in and 
out of a table frame, etc. xvi. f. DRAW+ 
-ER!I, after F. tiroir (xiv), f. tirer draw (cf. 
RETIRE). 


drawers dr5(ouz two-legged under-gar- 
ment suspended from the waist. XVI (given 
as ‘Peddelers Frenche’ for hosenin Harman’s 
‘Caveat for Cursetors’, 1567). f. DRAW- 
-ER! with pl. -s. 


drawing-room drd‘inram. xvi. Shorten- 
ing of withdrawing-room (xv1); Tdrawing- 
chamber is earlier (XVI). 


drawl drdl tcrawl or drag along; speak 
with indolent or affected slowness. XVI. 
prob. orig. vagrants’ cant- EFris., LG., Du. 
dralen delay, linger. Q fDrail, of similar 
date, was used in the same senses. 


[288] 


DRAY 





. dray drei Tsled or cart without wheels xiv ; 
low cart without sides for heavy loads xvi. 
Late ME. dreye, draye (AL. dreia), corr. 
formally (though evidence of continuity is 
wanting and the meanings are different) to 
OE. drage (also dregnet) drag-net, f. base 
of dragan DRAW (cf. MLG. drage bier, litter, 


OHG. traga, ON. draga trailing load of 


timber). 


dread dred fear greatly. x11. ME. dréden, 
in Ormulum dradenn, dredenn, pt. dredde ; 
aphetic of OE. adr&dan, late form of on- 
drédan = OS. antdrddan, OHG. intrátan, 
f. ond-, and- (as in ANSWER) + a WGerm. 
base of obscure origin. Hence dread sb. 
xi. drea:dNovGHT thick coat worn in 
rough weather xIx; specially powerful type 
of battleship 1906; ¢f. FEARNOUGHT (XVIII). 


dream drim vision during sleep. XII 
(Genesis and Exodus, Cursor M.). ME. 
drém, identical in form with the ME. repr. 
of OE. dréam joy, jubilation, music, min- 
strelsy (== OS. drém mirth, noise), but corr. 
in sense to OFris. dràm, OS. drom (Du. 
droom), OHG. troum (G. traum), ON. 
draumr. On the assumption that there has 
been accommodation of ON. draumr to Eng. 
phonetic conditions, attempts have been 
made to relate the two meanings to the same 
original base; on the other hand, the words 
meaning ‘joy’ have been connected with Gr. 
thriilos noise, shouting, those meaning ‘dream’ 
with G. triigen deceive, ON. draugr appari- 
tion, through *draugm-. Hence dream vb. 
XIII (Genesis and Exodus, Cursor M., Have- 
lok). The earliest use was prob. impers. after 
the impers. use of ON. dreyma, e.g. with two 
accusatives, as in mik dreymdi draum, draum 
dreymdi mik (ME. a drem dremede me, hem 
drempte dremes). Q The native OE. words 


are : swefn, m&ting sbs., swefnian, mátan vbs. 


drear driər poet. shortening of DREARY. 
xvir (Milton, once); partly based on ftdrear 
sb. dreariness, a back-formation from dreary 
used by Elizabethan archaists (Sackville, 
Spenser, Bp. Hall). 


dreary dria‘ri tdire, grievous, tsad, doleful 
OE.; dismal, gloomy. xvii (Milton). OE. 
drēorig bloody, gory, grievous, sorrowful, f. 
dr&or gore, flowing blood :- Germ. *dreuzaz, 
f. *dreuz- *drauz-, whence also OE. dréosan 
drop, fall, OS. driosan, Goth. driusan, and 
OS. drór, OHG. trór, ON. dreyri gore, 
blood, MHG. triirec (G. traurig sorrowful) ; 
see -y!. The comps. drea'riHEAD (XIII), 
drea‘riLy? (OE. dréorigliée) were revived 
by Spenser, who also coined drea‘riMENT. 


dredge? dred3 instrument for dragging the 
bed of a river, etc. XVI. rel. in some way to 
early Sc. dreg (xv), which may be - MDu. 
dregghe ‘harpago’, ‘verriculum’; but the 
final cons. of the Eng. word suggests a 
native origin ; no antecedent forms, however, 
are known to account for this and for the vars. 
dradge (xvi), dridge (xvii), drudge (xvui), 
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dree dri (dial, 


dresser  dre:so:i 


DRESSER 


beside the normal dredge. Hence dredge 
vb.*, dredger! xvi (Sc.). 


dredge? dred3 A. Tsweetmeat containing 


spice; B. (dial.) mixture of grain. xvi. The 
forms dreg(g)e, dradge are unexpl. alterations 
of ME. drag(g)e (two syll.), dragie (xiv—xv) 
- OF. dragie, (also mod.) dragée, corr. to 
Pr., Sp. dragea, Sp., Pg. gragea, It. treggea, 
which, with medL. drageia, dragétum, dra- 
gata, have been referred to L. tragématu, 
Gr. tragémata spices, condiments, but the 
relation is obscure. Sense B is regarded by 
some as a different word. Hence dredge vb.? 
sprinkle with powder xvi (Nashe); whence 
dre-dger* box with perforated lid for 
sprinkling xvir (Pepys); a var. with -u- is 
found xvi1-xix. 


arch.) endure, suffer. OE. 
dréogan, pt. dréah, drugon, pp. drogen per- 
form, endure, f. Germ. *dreug- *draug- 
*drug-, repr. otherwise by Goth. driugan 
do military service (cf. ga|drauhts soldier, 
drauhti|witop army) and ON. drygja perpe- 
trate, practise. Revived in literary use by 
Scott (dreeing a sair weird). 


dreg dreg (usu. pl.) sediment of liquor; 


refuse XiV. prob. of Scand. origin (cf. ON. 
pl. dreggjar, MSw. drdg 'fex', Sw. pl. 
drdgg), there are poss. cogns.in Balto-Slavic, 
viz. OPruss. dragios, OSI. drogdije. The 
problem of immed. origin is complicated by 
the occurrence in early modE. of the forms 
dragges and dredges. Hence dre-ggy!, xv 
(Promp. Parv.); cf. Sw. drággig. 


drench drentf draught, potion OE. ; medi- 


cinal dose for an animal xvi. OE. drené :- 
Germ. *dragkiz, f. *dragk-, var. of *drink- 
DRINK ; corr., with variation of declension, 
to OS. dranc, OHG. tranch (G. trank), ON. 
drekka, Goth. dragk. So drench make to 
drink OE. (now spec. in veterinary lang.); 
Tsubmerge, drown ; soak, saturate XIII; wet 
through xvi. OE. drenéían — OFris. drenza, 
OS. drenkian (Du. drenken), OHG. trenchen 
(G. trdnken), ON. drekkja, Goth. dragkjan 
:- CGerm. *dragkjan. 


dreng dren (hist.) free tenant (esp. in 


Northumbria). Late OE. dreng (‘Battle of 
Maldon')- ON. drengr young man, lad, 
fellow (Sw. dräng man, servant, Da. "dreng 
boy, apprentice), Survived till late XIII in 
literary use, remaining in Sc. for ‘low or 
base fellow’ in the regularly developed form 
dring. 


dress dres fmake or put straight or right; 


prepare, treat (later, in a specific way) xiv; 

array, equip, attire XIV ; line up (troops) XVIIL 

— (O)F. dresser = Pr. dressar, OSp. derezar, 
It. dirizzare :- Rom. * directiáre, f. directus 
DIRECT. Hence dress sb. fsetting right xv; 
personal attire xvr1 (Sh.). 


sideboard. xv. - OF. 
dresseur, dregor (mod. dressoir; cf. medL. 
directórium), f. dresser prepare; see -ER?. 


DRIBBLE 


dribble dribl A. let flow or fall in a trick- 
ling stream xvi: B. (football) work the ball 
forward with repeated touches of the feet 
XIX. f. drib (xvi), modified form of DRIP ~- 
-LE?, With sense B (perh. a different word) 
cf, Du. dribbelen toddle, trip. 

driblet dri-blit small sum or quantity. xv. 
f. dyib vb.:; see prec. and -LET; assoc. later 
with dribble. 

drift drift driving or driven snow XIII 
(Cursor M.); driving or being driven xiv; 


(dial.) drove xv; course, direction ; meaning, | 


tenor XVI. Orig. - ON. drift snowdrift, 
drifting snow; later - (M)Du. drift drove, 
herd, course, current, impulse, impetuous 
action — OFTris. drift in urdrift expulsion, 
MHG., G. trift passage of or for cattle, 
pasturage, drove; f. base of DRIVE; see -T. 
drill dril A. bore a hole in xvu; B. train in 
military evolutions xvi. —-MDu. drillen 
bore, turn in a circle, brandish = MLG. 
drillen roll, turn, whence (MHG. drillen 
turn, round off, bore, drill soldiers. Hence 
drill sb. A. boring instrument; B. military 
evolutions. XVH. ult. origin unkn. 


- drill? dril W. African baboon. xvit. prob. 
native name. Now usually MANDRILL. 


drill? dril small furrow; machine for sow- 
ing seed in drills. xviiI. pern. a use of qdrill 
small stream, rivulet, of unkn. origin, rel. 
to fdrill trickle, drip, which appears to be 
a var. of THRILL. 
drill* dril coarse twilled fabric. XVIII. 
Shortening of drilling (xvi1), alteration of 
G. drillich, earlier tdrilich - L. trilic-, trilix 
woven in threefold, f. tri- THREE + līcium 
THREAD, 
drink drink pt. drank dræjk, pp. drunk 
drank take in liquid by the mouth. OE. 
drincan, pt. dranc, druncon, pp. druncen = 
OFris. drinka, OS. drinkan (Du. drinken), 
OHG. trinchan (G. trinken), ON. drekka, 
Goth. drigkan :—= CGerm. str. vb. *dreykan, 
with no ulterior cognates. From XVI drunk 
appears for drank in the pt. and is frequent 
till c. 1800; on the other hand, from xvi 
drank was intruded into the pp., prob. to 
avoid the associations of DRUNK, DRUNKEN, 
The corr. causative is DRENCH. 


drip drip let fall in drops xv (Promp. 
Parv.); of Scand. origin intr. xvir. = MDa. 
drippe (Da. dryppe), f. Germ. *drupp- (see 
DROP). In ME. there was a synon. drepe, 
repr. OE. dréopan (f. *dreup-) or more prob. 
— ON. driipa. Hence dri-ppinc’. xv (earlier 
drepyng in concr. sense). €] There is no evi- 
dence for an OE. *dryppan. 


drive draiv pt. drove drouv, pp. driven 
drivn force to move before one; move or 
advance rapidly; carry on vigorously. OE. 
drifan, pt. dráf, drifon, pp. drifen — OFris. 
driva, OS. drīban (Du. drijven), OHG. triban 
(G. treiben, trieb, getrieben), ON. drífa, Goth. 
dreiban i- CGerm. *driban, with no certain 
cogns. outside Germ. ‘The north. repr. 
drave of OE. pt. dráf was long in gen. 


— 
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literary use from XVI; drave and drove are 
used in Sh. and A.V., only drove in Milton’s 
poems. Hence drive sb. act of driving XVII; 
carriage road xix. 


drivei drivl dribble, slaver; talk foolishly. 
xiv (PPl.). ME. drevele, dryuele, repr. OE. 
dreflian, in prp. glossing medL. reumaticus 
rheumy; a var. Tdravele points to an OE. 
var. *draflian (cf. DRAFF) ; see -LE?. 


drizzle drrzl rain in very fine drops. XVI. 
perh. earlier in non-literary use (cf. dzindle) ; 
prob. f. ME. drése, OE. dréosan fall =: OS. 
driosan, Goth. driusan (cf. DREARY) ; see -LE?. 


drogher  drowgor W. Indian coasting 
vessel, XVIII. - obs. F. drogueur ship that 
fished and dried herring and mackerel (Jal) 
— Du. drooger dryer, f. droogen, f. droog DRY. 


drogue droug contrivance attached to a 
harpoon line to check the progress of a 
whale xVIII; canvas bag towed at a boat's 
stern to prevent it from broaching to XIX ; 
in aeronautics, canvas cone used as an 
anchor, etc. xx. Of unkn. origin. 


droit droit legal right. xv. —- (O)F. droit 
:- Ron. *drectum, L.. directum, sb. use of n. 
of directus DIRECT. 


droll droul intentionally facetious XVII; 
unintentionally amusing xvi. = F. drôle, 
earlier tdrolle. So droll sb. waggish fellow ; 
tfarce, puppet-show; Tjesting, burlesque. 
XVII. perh. - MDu. drolle little chap. droll 
vb. make fun (of) xvii (Evelyn) -F. 
Tdróler play the wag. Hence dro-lizrry 
Tpuppet show, comic picture xvi (Sh.); 
waggery xvii. — F. drólerie. 


drome droum short for AERODROME. XX. 


-drome droum repr. Gr. drómos, as in 
HIPPODROME, identical with drdmos running, 
course, race, rel. to dramein, pf. dédroma 
run, apodidrdskein flee, Skr. drdmati, Av. 
part. dramna-. 


dromedary dra:m-, dro:midori light fleet 
one-humped camel. xiv. — AN. *drome- 
darie, OF. dromedaire (mod. dromadaire), 
or late L.. dromedarius (Vulgate), for *droma- 
darius (sc. camélus camel), f. dromad-, dromas 
dromedary (- Gr. dromad-, dromds runner ; 
cf. prec.) - -àrius -ARY!. 


dromond dro:nond large medisval ship. 
XIII, — AN. dromund, OF. dromon(t), late L. 
dromón-, nom. dromo — late Gr. drómón large 
many-oared vessel, f. *drom- (see -DROME). 


drone droun male of the honey-bee. OE. 
dràn, dr&n; corr. to OS. drün, dreno, MLG. 
drdne, drone (LG. dróne), (with e-grade) 
OHG. treno (MHG. trene, tren, G. dial. 
träne), prob. f. *dran- *dren- *drun- boom 
(cf. MDu. drónen, drónen, Du. dreunen, LG. 
drónen, whence G. dróhnen, Icel. drynja 
roar), with which Gr. an!thréné wild bee and 
ten|thréné, have been connected. The OE. 
forms gave normally ME. and mod. dial. 
drane ; the form drone (xv), which is common 
to Sc. and Eng., is ~ (M)LG. drone. 
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DROOP 


droop drip hang or sink down. xu (Cur- 
sor M.). ME. drupe, droube- ON. drtipa 
hover, hang the head for sorrow (cf. drüpr 
drooping spirits), f. *drüp-; see next. Only 
in Scandinavianized areas till xvr, when it 
appears to have been adopted into gen. 
literary use from these areas, where ù had 
remained unchanged. 


drop drop small quantity of liquid OE. 
dropa, whence ME. drope = OS. dropo, 
ON. dropi :- Germ. *dropon; beside OE. 
*droppa, whence ME. droppe (and the 
present form) = OHG. tropfo (G. tropfen) 
:- Germ. *droppon (-pp :- -pn-); f. *drup-, 
weak grade of the base of DROOP; cf. DRIP. 
dropsy dropsi disease marked by accumula- 
tion of watery fluid. xu. Aphetic of 
tdrop({e)sie (pidropsie becoming pe dropsie) 
— OF. idropesie ~ medL. (h)ydrépisia, for L. 
hydrópisis - Gr. *hudrópisis, xepl. /uidróps, 
dropsv, f. hudr-, hiidór WATER. 
droshky dro:jki, drosky dro:ski Russian 
low four-wheeled carriage. xIx. ~= Russ. 
drózhki, pl., dim. of drógi waggon, hearse, 
prop. pl. of drogd shaft of a vehicle. So F. 
droschki, G. droschke. 


dross dros scum thrown off from metals in 
smelting OE.; dreggy matter, refuse. xiv. 
OE. drés = MDu. droes(e) dregs; cf. OE. 
drosna (g. pl.), MLG. drosen, MDu. droe- 
sen(e) (Du. droesem), OHG. truosana (G. 
drusen) dregs, lees. 


drought draut dryness. Late OE. drügap, 
f. *drüg-, base of dryge pRv; cf. (M)LG. 
drogede, (M)Du. droogte, f. droog dry. For 
the Sc. and north. drouth (which has been 
used also by Eng. poets, beside droughth), 
cf. Aighth HEIGHT, and see -T, -TH!. Hence 
droughty!, drouthy! dry; thirsty. xv. 


drove drouv herd or flock of beasts, crowd. 
OE. draf, f. gradation-var. *ai of drifan 
DRIVE; the present form derives from OE. 
obl. cases with infl. from drive. Hence 
dro-ver driver of cattle. xv (dravere, Wyn- 
toun); see -ER!, -IER!. 


drown draun suffer, or subject to, death by 
water; inundate; overwhelm. xiir (Cursor 
M.). ME. (orig. north.) drun(e), droun(e), 
pointing to an OE. *drüinian, rel. to ON. 
drukna be drowned i= *druyknan, f. *drugk-, 
var. of *drink- DRINK. @ Superseded drench. 


drowsy drau:zi inclined to sleep, caused by 
sleepiness, inactive. xv. prob. based on the 
stem of OE. drisian be languid or sluggish, 
f. *drüs-, var. of base of dréosan fall (cf. 
DREARY). See -y'. Hence, by back-forma- 
tion, drowse be inactive, or heavy or dull 
with sleep. xvi (Tusser, Sh.). Q The Jong 
interval of date puts direct continuity with 
OE. driisian out of the question; the status 
of early Flem. droosen 'dormitare, dormi- 
scere', recorded by Kilian, 1s dubious. 

drub drab beat as with a stick; in early use, 
esp. to bastinado xvi (Herbert’s ‘Travels’, 
1634). Ult. repr. Arab, daraba daraba beat, 





DRUNK 


bastinado, darb darb beating (in Turk. durd, 
in Pers. surb). 

drudge drad3 workslavishly. Not certainly 
recorded before XVI; poss. a continuation 
with extended meaning of ME. drugge (xii1- 
XIV) drag or pull heavily (but the pronunc. 
of gg in this word is uncertain). So drudge 
sb. servile worker. xv. dru:dgERy. xvr. 


drug drag medicinal substance. xiv. Late 
ME. pl. drogges, drouges - (O)F. drogue(s), 
corr. to Pr. drogua, Sp., Pg., It. droga, of 
much-disputed origin. Q It is not certain 
that drug meaning ‘commodity no longer in 
demand and therefore valueless’ (XVII) is 
the same word in origin; but F. drogue is so 
used, beside droguet. Hence drug vb. mix 
with a drug xvii (Sh.); administer drugs to 
xvii. So druggist. xvi. —F. droguiste. 
Cf. G. droge, drogist, Russ. drogist. 

drugget dra-git kind of woollen stuff for- 
merly used for garments, now for floor- 
coverings. XVI. —F. droguet (whence Sp. 
droguete, etc., G. droguett), of unkn. origin. 

Druid dricid one of an order of priests in 
ancient Britain and Gaul. xvr. = F. druide 
or its source L. pl. druidæ, druides, Gr. 
druidai = Gaulish druides (= Ir. draoi, g. pl. 
druadh, Gael. draoi, draoidh, druidh) — OCel- 
tic *derwijes (whence W. derwydd-on), f. 
*derwos (whence W. tderw true, Ir. derb 
sure) TRUE, whence the etymol. sense would 
be ‘soothsayer’ ; but another view is that it is 
based on *dru- oak, TREE (druidical rites being 
assoc. with the oak). Hence drui:dic(AL). 
xvit. Also Tdru-idan (xv1), Tdrui-dean (xvii), 
druidish (xvi) €[ OE. had dry magician 
— Olr. drü: :- Celtic *dru|zids knowing 
certainly. 

drum dram percussive musical instrument ; 
drummer xvi (drom, dromme); tympanum of 
the ear xv11; drum-shaped object xvi. Cf, 
KETTLEDRUM. Shortening of tdrom(b)slade, 
Tdrombyllsclad (xv1) drum, drummer, altered 
-~ LG. trommelslag drum-beat, f. trommel 
(=late MHG. trum(b)el, G. trommel, f. 
trum(b)e; see TRUMP!) +slag beat (see sLAY!). 
Hence drummeER!. XVI; other forms in 
occas. use were tdrumslager, tdrumsler (Du. 
trommel-slager, etc.), Tdrumster. 

drunk drank inebriated. xiv. Clipped 
form of DRUNKEN, orig. characteristic of the 
south ; now in standard use only predicative ; 
sb. (sl.) drinking bout; intoxicated person 
xix. So drunkanp dra:nkoid one addicted 
to drinking or who is habitually drunk. xv. 
prob. - MLG. drunkert, f. drunken; cf. 
MDu. dronker, Du. dronkaard, whence 
early modF. dronquart (pl. -ars). drunken 
drA'pgkn (obs. or arch.) intoxicated, drunk 
OE.; habitually intemperate xvi. OE. 
druncen, pp. of DRINK = OFris. drunken, 
OS. drunkan (Du. dronken), OHG. trunchan 
(G. trunken), ON. drukkinn, Goth. *drugkans 
(whence drugkanei drunkenness), all of 
which have the same active meaning, for 
which cf. the pps. G. vergessen forgetful, L. 
potus having drunk, pransus having dined. 
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DUCTILE 





drupe drüp (bot.) stone-fruit. XVIII. = L. 
drüpa, d*"wbba over-ripe olive, specialized 
in bot. L. (Linnzus) — Gr. driippd olive. 
Cf. F. drupe. 


druse drüz crystals lining a rock-cavity. 
XIX. — F. druse — G. druse weathered ore = 
MLG. drise, drose, Du. droes. 


Druse drüz one of a Mohammedan sect. 
xvni. ~ F. Druse — Arab. Durüz pl., said to 
be formed on the designation of Ismail 
al-darazi (i.e. the tailor), who supported the 
claim of the Sixth Fatimite Caliph (xr) to 
be a divine incarnation. 


dry drai destitute of moisture. OE. dryge 

= *driiziz, rel. to (M)LG. drége, dreuge, 
MDu. dréghe (Du. droog) :- *draugiz, f. 
Germ. *draug- *dreug- *drüz- (not IE.), 
whence also OE. drügian make or become 
dry, drigab DROUGHT and OHG. trockan, 
truckan (G. trocken) dry, OS. drukno, 
drokno adv. Hence dry vb. OE. drigan. 


dryad drai-ed wood nymph. xiv (Gower). 
— (O)F. dryade - L. Dryades, pl. of Dryas 
— Gr. Druddes, Druds, f. drii-s TREE; see -AD. 


dryasdust draiozdast name of fictitious 
person to whom Sir Walter Scott dedicated 
some of his novels, transf. applied to a 
student of antiquities, etc., who occupies 
himself with the driest subjects, or to his 
works; f. DRY adj.+as!+ Dust sb. 


duad djü:éd group of two. xvi. = Gr. 
duds, duad-, the normal repr. of which is 
DYAD. 


dual dji-al pert. to two. XVII. (gram. 
numerus duális dual number, Quintilian, tr. 
Gr. duikés, Dionysius 'Thrax). - L. dudlis, 
f. duo Two; see-AL!. Hence dualism. XVIII; 
after F. dualisme. So duahty djuz:liti two- 
fold condition or character. xiv. =~ late L.; 
cf. F. dualité (xv1). 


duan dü-on poem; canto. xvii (Macpher- 
son’s ‘Ossian’; Burns). Gael. and Ir. 


dub dab invest with a dignity (spec. that of 
knighthood) x1; dress, trim XIII; spec. in 
tanning; smear with grease (cf. DUBBIN) 
XVIIL. Late OE. *dubbian, in phr. dubbade 
(pt.) tó ridere, ‘dubbed to knight’, knighted, 
modelled on AN. aduber a chevalier. ~ AN. 
duber, aphetic of aduber, OF. adober (mod. 
adouber) equip with armour, repair, mend, 
whence Pr. adobar equip, arm, arrange, 
tame (a hawk), Sp. adobar dress, pickle, 
cook, tan, It. addobbare adorn, embellish, 
fit up, and Icel. dubba, dybba (in dybba til 
riddara) dub a knight, arm, dress; of unkn. 
origin. (AL. dubbare, dubbator, dubberia are 
recorded XIII as techn. terms of leather- 
dressing ; cf. OF. adouberie tannery.) Hence 
du-bbin, -ing preparation of grease for 
softening and waterproofing leather. XVIII; 
see -ING}; for the ending -in cf. tarpaulin. 


dubious djū'biəs doubtful. xvr. =L. 
dubiðsus, f. dubium doubt, sb. use of n. of 
dubius doubtful, obscurely f. duo Two, and 


meaning ‘hesitating between two alterna- 
tives’; cf. pousT. So dubiety djubai-iti. 
XVIII. = late L. dubietás. 


ducal djū'kəl pert. to a duke or dukedom. 
XVI. = F. ducal (cf. Sp. ducal, It. ducale), f. 
duc DUKE; see ~AL}, 


ducat da:kot Italian coin. xiv (‘As fyne as 
ducat in Venyse', Ch.). — It. ducato or its 
source medL. ducGttis DUCHY, whence also 
(O)F. ducat, medGr. doukdton. The name 
was first applied to a silver coin issued in 
1140 by Roger IT of Sicily (Duke of Apulia) 
and having the legend n Dx AP, i.e. Rogerus 
Dux Apulie, in 1202 to a silver coin of 
Venice. The first gold ducat was struck at 
Venice under the doge Giovanni Dandolo; 
it bore the legend ‘Sit tibi, Christe, datus 
quem tu regis iste ducatus’, which may have 
furthered the currency of the name. So 
ducatoo'n. XVII. ~ F. ducaton, It. ducatone. 


duce dirtfei iJ Duce, title assumed by 
Benito Mussolini as leader of the Fascist, 
1922. It. 'leader' :- L. ducem, nom. dux (cf. 
DUKE). 


duchess datfis wife of a duke, lady of 
ducal rank xiv. —- (O)F. duchesse - medL. 
ducissa, f. L.. duc-, dux ; see DUKE and -Ess!. 
Spelt dutchess from xvI to early xix. 


duchy da‘tfi territory of a duke or duchess. 
XIV. —(i) OF. duché, later form of duchée 
fem. :- Rom. *ducitdt-, -tds, f. duc-, dux 
(see DUKE and -1TY) ; and (ii) (O)F. duché m. 
= Pr, ducat, Sp. ducado, It. ducato = med L. 
ducátus (see -ATE!). 


duck? dak swimming bird of the genus 
Anas or family Anatide. OE. duce or düce, 
f. base of duican dive, pucK?. The ME. vars. 
duk(ke), déke (cf. Sc. duik), douke, point to 
orig. variation in the quantity of the stem- 
vowel. Q For the IE. word see DRAKE?. 


duck? dak plunge into liquid, trans. and 
intr. XIV (Cursor M.); stoop quickly xvi. 
ME. douke, düke, repr. OE. *dücan — OFris. 
düka, MLG., MDu. dZken (Du. duiken), 
OHG. t&hhan (G. tauchen), corr. to forms 
with a short vowel in MHG. tücken stoop 
quickly, G. ducken (with LG. initial cons.). 
The short vowel is evidenced XVI; cf. suck. 


duck? dak strong untwilled fabric. xvt1 ; pl. 
trousers ora suit of this xix. ~ (M)Du. doek 
linen, linen cloth (whence Icel. dtikr) = 
OFris., OS. dak, OHG. tuoh (G. tuch), of 


unkn. origin. 


duct dakt fcourse, direction; fstroke 
drawn ; tube or canal in an animal or vege- 
table body xvii. — L. ductus leading, con- 
duct, command, in medL. aqueduct, f. 
duct-, pp. stem of dáücere lead (see TEAM). 
@ Derivs. of L. diic- are: abduction, and sbs. 
in -tion corr. to adduce, deduce, induce, intro- 
duce, produce, reduce, seduce, traduce; edu- 
cate; duke; aqueduct; ductile; cf. TEAM. 


ductile da-ktail malleable; flexible, pliable. 
xIV. -(OJF. ductile - L. ductilis, f. duct- ; 
see prec. and -ILE. 
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DUD 


dud! dad tcoarse cloak xiv (‘birrus, i. gros- 
sum vestimentum, a dudde?) ; pl. (sl.) clothes; 
(dial) rags, tatters xvr. Of unkn. origin. 

dud? dad (dial.) delicate, soft, or contemp- 
tible person; worthless object xix; also as 
adj. XX. perh. transf. use of prec. 


dude djüd fastidious or exquisite ‘swell’. 
XIX. orig. Amer. slang; prob.- G. dial. 
dude fool (cf. LG. dudenkop 'stupid head"). 


dudeen dudin short clay tobacco-pipe. 
XIX. — Ir, ditidin, dim. of dud pipe ; see -EEN*. 

dudgeon da‘dyan feeling of resentful anger. 
XVI. freq. in phr. take in dudgeon; of unkn. 
origin ; identical in form with obs. or arch. 
dudgeon (xv; in AN. digeon xiv) kind of 
wood used for handles of knives, etc., 
whence dudgeon dagger (xvi), which was 
used attrib. and fig. app. for ‘crude, rough’ ; 
but transference to the sense ‘resentment’ 
would be difficult to account for; a rare, ob- 
scure var. Tendugine (xvi) throws no light. 


due dja owing xi (Cursor M.); proper, 
suitable xiv; that is to be ascribed £o xvii. 
ME. dew, du(e) - OF. deu (mod. dá, fem. 
due) = It. dovuto, Tdevuto:- Rom. *déba- 
tu-s, for L. débitu-s (cf. DEBIT), pp. of debere 
(F. devoir) owe :- *déhabére ‘have away’ 
(from someone), hold or have what belongs 
to another; see DE-, HABIT. Also adv. tduly; 
directly, straight xvi (Sh.). due sb. xv 
(Lydg.). - (O)F. dá, sb. use of pp. of devoir. 
Hence duty? adv. xiv. Cf. DUTY. 


duel djü:o] single combat. xv. = It. duello 
or L. duellum, arch. form of bellum war, 
used in medL. for the judicial single combat, 
whence also F. duel (xvi). Hence durellisr. 
xvi (Sh.); after It. duellista ox F. duelliste. 
duenna  djue:mno chief lady-in-waiting; 
elderly woman acting as family governess 
xvii; chaperon xvii. Early forms also 
douegna, duegna~ Sp. duefia dwenja, for- 
merly spelt duenna :— Ls. domina lady, mis- 
tress (cf. DAME). 


duet djuet (mus.) composition for two 
performers. XVIII. — G. duett or It. duetto 
(in Eng. XVII-XIX), f. duo Two; the F. term 
is duo, which was anglicized xvi. See -ET. 

duff daf (dial.) dough; flour-pudding boiled 
in a bag XIX. north. var. of DOUGH. 

duffadar  da4feda:xi  (Anglo-Ind.) petty 
officer of native police. XVIII. -= Urdu 
(- Pers.) dafa*dàr subaltern of cavalry. 


duffel da-fl coarse woollen cloth with a 
thick nap xvii (duffield, Plot; earlier in 
N. Amer. use) ; (U.S.) articles of dress for 
camping, etc. XiX. f. Duffel, name of a town 
in Brabant. 


duffer da: fo: (colloq.) incapable or ineffi- 
cient person ; (sl.) counterfeit article; (Aus- 
trahan sl. unproductive mine. XIX. poss. 
alteration of Sc. doofart, dowfart stupid or 
dull person, f. douf (dolf xv1), dozef dull, 
spiritless, app. identical with tdouffe sb. 
(Lydg.), perh. - ON. daufr pzar (cf. daufingi 
drone, sluggard). 


DUMB-BELL 


dufter d4'ftox (Anglo-Ind.) bundle of offi- 
cial papers, register. xviii. - Urdu - Arab., 
Pers. daftar record = Gr. diphthérd skin (cf. 
DIPHTHERIA). 


dug dag pap, teat. xvi. Of unkn. origin. 


dugong dü'gon large aquatic herbivorous 
animal. xviri. ult. - Malay diuyong, recorded 
by Barchewitz (1751) as dugung, which was 
adopted by Buffon (1765) as dugon and by 
Gmelin (1788) as dugong. 


dug-out da‘gaut A. (U.S.) canoe made be 
hollowing out a tree-trunk; dwelling made 
by an excavation in the ground xIx; roofed 
shelter in trench warfare xx. B. super- 
annuated officer in temporary service XX. 
sb. use of pp. of DIG out. 


duke djük sovereign prince, ruler of a 
duchy x11; Tleader, captain, ruler xir; 
hereditary title of nobility xiv. ME. duc, 
duk ~(O)F. duc — L. ducem, nom. dux leader, 
rel. to duicere lead (see DUCT). 


dulcet da'lsit sweet. xiv. Early form also 
Tdoucet — (O)F. doucet (dim. of doux, fem. 
douce), refash. after L. dulcis; see -ET. 


dulcimer da'lsiməs musical string instru- 
ment. XV. orig. doussemer, dowcemere = OF. 
doulcemer, -mele, corr. to Sp. Tdulcemele, It. 
dolcemelle, supposed to repr. L. *dulce melos 
sweet song (cf. DOUCE, MELIC). 


dull dal not sharp of wit xit1 ; not brisk xiv ; 
not clear or bright; tedious xv. -MLG., 
MDu. dul, corr. to OE. dol stupid (:- *dulaz), 
OS. (Du.) dol, OHG. tol (G. toll); cf. ON. 
dulinn self-conceited. À mutated form, OE. 
*dyll (:-* duljaz), was repr. by early ME. 
dill, which was more frequent. Hence dull 
vb. xiv (Ch.). dullangp. xv. prob. - MDu. 
dull-, dollaert = MHG. tolhart. 


dulse dals edible seaweed. xvii. —Ir., 
Gael. duileasg = W. delysg, dylusg; various 
spellings repr. more closely the Celtic forms 
have been used. 


duma dima in Tsarist Russia, elective 
council, spec. of 1905-17. xx. Russ., 
‘thought’, ‘meditation’, ‘council’; gosuddr- 
stvennaya dima State Assembly. 


dumb dam destitute of speech, mute. OE. 
dumb = OFris., OS. dumb (Du. dom) stupid, 
OHG. tump stupid, deaf (G. dumm stupid), 
ON. dumbr, Goth. dumbs mute; of unkn. 
origin: unaccompanied by speech, as dumb 
show XVI; lacking some quality, etc., nor- 
mally present xvii; (of a mechanical con- 
trivance) taking the place of a human agent, 
as dumb waiter XVIII. Q The orig. sense was 
prob. ‘stupid’, ‘without understanding’, 
from which the senses ‘deaf’? and ‘dumb’ 
would be developed by specialization in 
different ways. 

dumb-bell daA:mbel (i) hist. apparatus like 
that for swinging a church bell, but without 
the bell, used for exercise or ringing practice, 
(ii) pl. pair of instruments held in the hands 
and swung for exercise. XVIII. f. prec. 
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DUMBFOUND 


DUP 





dumbfound damfau'nd strike dumb, non- | Dundreary dandria-ri name of lord Dun- 


plus. xvir (Urquhart, Otway). prob. f. 
DUMB + -found, of CONFOUND. 


dum-dum da'mdam  soft-nosed bullet. 
XIX (1897). f. Dum Dum, name of a military 


dreary, a character in ‘Our American cousin’ 
(1858) by Tom Taylor, an indolent brainless 
peer, whose long side-whiskers became 
proverbial. 


station and arsenal near Calcutta, India. dune djūn sand-hill on the sea-coast. XVIII. 


dummy da-‘mi dumb person xvi; imaginary 
player at whist, etc. xvii1 (Swift); dolt xvii; 


-(O)F. dune- MDu. düne (Du. duin) = 
OE. din DOWN’. 


counterfeit or substituted article xrx. orig, | dung dan excrement, manure. OE. dung = 


Sc, dummie, with var. dumbie, f. DUMB +--%°. 


dump! damp fit of melancholy or depres- 
sion, freq. and now only pl. xvi (Skelton, 
More); tmournful tune xvi (Udall, Sydney, 
Sh.). prob. of LG. or Du. origin and a fig. 
use of MDu. domp exhalation, haze, mist, 
rel, to DAMP. 


dump? damp fA. throw down or fall with 
sudden force xtv; B. throw down in a mass 


OFris. dung, MDu. dung(e), OHG. tunga 
manuring (G. dung manure); cf. (with 
mutated vowel) Sw. dynga muck, dung, Da. 
dynge heap, pile, Icel. dyngja heap, dung; 
of unkn. origin. Hence dung vb. xiv. (OE. 
had dyngian; cf. OFris. donga and denga, 
MHG. tungen, G. düngen). 


dungaree darngorr coarse Indian calico. 


xvil. — Hindi dungri. 


(orig. U.S.)xix. In north. ME. perh. of Scand. dungeon dindgsn FenHe Rep. (Sp: Horion 


origin (cf. Da. dumpe, Norw. dumpa fall 
suddenly or with a rush, and Sw. dimpa, pt. 
damp, pp. dumpit) ; but an independent imit. 
origin is possible. Hence as sb. matter 
dumped, place of dumping. xix. 


dumpling da4:mplig pudding more or less 
globular generally enclosing fruit. xvi. First 
attributed to the county of Norfolk; much 
earlier than the simplex dump, which is 
applied to various short thick objects (late 
XViil) and is app. f. du:mpy! adj. short and 


by some archaists) ; strong cell. xiv. -(O)F. 
donjon, also tdanjon, tdognon, tdoignon = 
Pr. domnhon:- Galo-Rom.  *domniónem 
‘lord’s tower’ or ‘mistress tower’ (in medL. 
dangio, dunjo, donjo, -jonus, domnio), f. L. 
dominus master, lord (see DOM?). 


duniwassal dü'niwosol Highland gentle- 


man (of secondary rank). xvr. = Gael. 
duine uasal, i.e. duine man (rel. to Gr. 
thnëtós mortal :— *dhwntós, -thaneîn die), 
uasal gentle- or noble-born. 


stout (mid-xviII) ; see -LING!. dunlin d4:nlin red-backed sand-piper. xvr. 


dun! dan dull or dingy brown. OE. dun(n) 


prob. for *dunling, f£. DUN! -- -LiNG!. 


— OS. dun 'spadix? date-brown, nut-brown, dunnage danids light material, brush- 


prob. rel. to OS. dosan, OHG. tusin (cf. 
DUSK); prob. not of Celtic origin, but WW. 
dwn, (O)Ir., Gael. donn may be referred to 
the same IE. source (*donnos, *dusnos). 


dun? dan importunate creditor, agent em- 
ployed to collect debts. xvii (Earle). abbrev. 
of tdunkirk (xvu1, Dekker) privateer, orig. 
ship from Dunkirk (also tdunkirker), transf. 
dun; f. name of a town on the coast of 


wood, etc. stowed among a cargo xiv (in 
AL. form dennagium), xv (donage), XVII 
(dynnage) xviu (dunnage). Of doubtful 
origin; the variation in the stem vowel 
might be accounted for by deriv. from 
MLG., MDu. diinne, dinne THIN-+--AGE, the 
notion being ‘collection of loose light stuff’. 


duo djü-ou (mus.) duet. xvi. (F. duo) = It. 


duo — L. duo Two. 


French Flanders. Herce dun vb. XVI duodecimal djuóde:simol pert. to I2th 


(Bacon). 


dunce dans disciple of Duns Scotus; 
Tdull pedant; dullard, blockhead xvi. orig. 
Duns, name of John Duns Scotus (died 1308), 
celebrated scholastic theologian, known as 
the Subtle Doctor, whose works were text- 
books, and whose disciples, called Scotists, 


parts ; based on the number 12. xvii. f. L. 
duodecimus twelfth, f. duodecim twelve, f. 
duo TWO + decem TEN; cf. DECIMAL., So 
duode-cimo size of a book in which a 
page is vz of a sheet. xvir. modL. (én) 
duodeciind ‘in a twelfth’; cf. folio, octavo, 
quarto, 


formed a predominant scholastic sect at the duodenum djuódi-nom (anat.) first portion 


universities until they were attacked bv the 
humanists and reformers; occurring first in 
contemptuous allusions in Tindale’s works 
in phr. Duns men, Dunces disciples, whence 
duns, dunce was evolved in the above senses. 


of the small intestine beginning at the 
pylorus. xtv. medL. (short for intestinum 
duodenum digitorum ‘of twelve digits’; so 
named from its length), f. duodéni, distribu- 
tive of duodecim twelve (see prec.). 


dunder, also dander da:ndor (W. Indies) duologue djuslos. Granishe piece for two 


lees of cane juice. xvin. f. Sp. redundar 
overflow ~ L. redunddre (see REDUNDANT). 


actors. XIX. irrez. f. L. duo or Gr. dito TWO, 
after monologue. 


dunderhead: danie Dlocktiead. xvi duomo dwou-mou Italian cathedral church. 


(Fletcher, who has also +tdunderwhelp). 


xvi (domo). It. (see DOME). 


perh. to be assoc. with dial. dunner resound- | dup dap (dial) open. xvI. contr. of do up; 


ing noise. 
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DO! (in sense 'put')-- UP adv. ; cf DorrF, DON!. 


DUPE 


dupe djüp victim of deception. xvi. - F. 
dupe, earlier tduppe, said in a text of xv to 
be a cant term; joc. application of (dial.) 
dupe hoopoe (of obscure origin), from the 
bird’s stupid appearance. Hence dupe vb. 
XVIII; after F. duper. 

duple dja:pl twofold. xvr. —- L. duplus, 
f. duo rTwo--*pl- -Forp. So du:plex. xix. 
~ L. duplex, f. duo- plic- FOLD’. 

duplicate djū'plikət adj. consisting of two 
corresponding parts XV; sb. one of two 
things exactly alike xvi. — L. duplicãtus, pp. 
of duplicáre, f. duplus DOUBLE; see -ATE?. 
So duplicate vb, -eit xv. duplica-TIOoNn 
doubling. xv. — F. or L. 

duplicity djupli-siti quality of being double- 
faced. xv (Lydg.). - (O)F. duplicité or late 
L. duplicitás, £. duplic-, DUPLEX ; see -1rv. 

durable djuo'robl lasting. xiv (Ch.). -(O)F. 
durable (= Sp. durable, It. durabile) - L. di- 
rábilis, f£. duráre last, ENDURE ; sce -ABLE. 

duralumin diurze'ljürain aluminium alloy. 
xx. G., f. Düren (in the Rhineland)-+- 
alumin(i)um ALUMINIUM; invented by A. 
Wilm (19:0); trade-mark of the Dürener 
Metallwerke A.-G. Q The identity of the 
first syll. of the internationalized form with 
the stem of L. dürus hard, 1s accidental. 


‘dura mater djus'ra mei'tər outermost 
envelope of brain and spinal cord. xv. 
medL., lit. ‘hard mother’, tr. Arab. alumm 
al-galidah or al-jafiyah ‘the hard mother’; 
so called because it was thought to be the 
source of every other membrane in the 
body; cf. PIA MATER. Hence durar!. xix. 
durance djuo'rons Tduration, lastingness Xv ; 
forced confinement or restraint, now esp. 
in phr. durance vile (Burns), formerly vile 
durance (Burke) and durance base (Butler); 
+stout cloth xvi. = (O)F. durance, f. durer; 
see next and -ANCE ; in the latter sense infi. 
by duress. 

duration dju(»)rer[on continuance. XIV 
(Ch.). - OF. duration — medL. dürátio(n-), 
f. düráre harden, endure (whence (O)F. 
durer last, hold out, whence ME. dure Xit), 
f. dürus hard; see -ATION. So durATIVE 
djuə'rətiv (gram.) applied to a form which 
marks action as going on or a state as con- 
tinuing. xix. f. pp. of L. dtrare. 

durbar d5-1baz court or levee held by a 
native Indian ruler. xvii. = Urdu = Pers. 
darbar court, f. dar door+-bar (suffix of 
place-names). 

duress(e) djuress, djuə'res thardness, 
harshness xIv; forcible restraint, imprison- 
ment; constraint XV. - OF. duresse = L. 
düritia, f. dürus hard ; see -Ess*, 

durian duo'rion prickly fruit of Durio 
zibethinus. xvi. ult. - Malay duran, f. düri 
thorn, prickle. So Du. doerian, F. durion, 
It. durio. 

during djus‘rin in or throughout the course 
of. xiv (Ch. ; in Sc. Tdurand xiv-xvi, -ant 
XIV). - (O)F. durant — Pr., Cat. durant, It., 
Sp., Pg. durante :- Rom. *dürante, abl. of 


DUTCH 


L. düráns, prp. of düráre last, continue (cf. 
DURATION and see -iNG?) In French le 
mariage durant (e.g.) occurs alongside durant 
le mariage lit. ‘the marriage lasting’, (hence) 
in the course of the marriage, being modelled 
on L. phr. with durante, in which either 
order was possible. Cf. the origin of PEND- 
ING and of G. während during, prop. prp. 
of währen last (cf. e.g. in der währenden 
Arbeit ‘in the lasting work’, during the work). 

durmast ddrmiast variety of oak. XVIII. 
perh. orig. an error for dunmast, i.e. DUN! 
(dark-coloured), MasT?, 

durn see DARN’, 

durra, dhurva, also dhourra dura Indian 
millet. xvi. — Arab. dur(r)ah. 

durst see DARE. 

dusk dask adj. dark-coloured (OE.); sb. 
darker stage of twilight xvir; vb. grow dark 
(OE.). The form dusk is difficult to account 
for (cf., however, for the vowel OE. gepuxod, 
gepuhsod darkened) ; it is recorded first from 
Chaucer and the Wycl. Bible; it was pre- 
ceded by ME. dosk sb., doskin vb. (X111), 
which are characteristically western forms 
and repr. OE. dox dark, swarthy (:— *duskaz 
i *dhuskos, whence L. fuscus dark, dusky, 
FUSCOUS ; cf. SUBFUSC), and its deriv. doxian 
become dark in colour; these forms are fur- 
ther rel. to OS. dosan, OHG. tusin darkish 
(of colour), dull (cf. puN?). 

dust dast solid matter in a minute state of 
division. OE. düst — OFris. dust, MDu. 
donst, düst (L.G. dust, Du. duist meal-dust, 
bran), ON. dust. The primary notion ap- 
pears to be ‘that which rises in a cloud, 
as dust, smoke, vapour’; cf. OHG. tun(z)st 
wind, breeze, G. dunst vapour. Germ. 
*dunstu- points to IE, *dhwns- *dhwens-, 
reps. by Skr. dhvans fall to pieces or to dust. 
Hence dust vb. Frise as dust xir: Treduce 
to dust xv; soil with dust; free from dust 
xvi (whence durvster!; cf. ON. dusta). 
dusty4, OE. distig. 

dustoor dastuo-1 (India) customary com- 


mission. XVII. = Urdu - Pers. dastur, 1. 
dast hand. 
uich  datf (vulgar colloq.) wife. xix. 


Short for DUCHESS. 

Dutch datf tGerman (in the widest sense) 
xiv (Wyclif); pert. to the people of Holland 
xvi. — MDu. dutsch Dutch, Netherlandish, 
German (Du. duitsch German) = OE. 
Péodisé Gentile, also sb. a language, OS. 
thiudisc :- Germ. *peudiskaz (cf. Goth, 
piudisko adv. 'éüvucs! ), f. *beudà (OE. 
péod, etc. people); see -15H'. In Germany 
the adj. was orig. used to render L. vulgaris 
to distinguish ‘the vulgar tongue’ from 
Latin, and hence to denote German verna- 
culars, and consequently the speakers of 
any of these. This ıs its earliest use in Eng., 
but in late xvi it became restricted (exc. in 
the traditional contrast of ‘High Dutch’ and 
‘Low Dutch’) to Netherlanders, who were 
the clivision of ‘Germans’ with which the 
English came into particular contact. 
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DUTY 


EACH 





duty djürti conduct due towards a superior 
xir (RGlouc.) ; obligation, function; Tdue 
charge or fee xiv (Ch.) ; payment enforced 
or levied xv (Caxton). - AN. deweté, dueté, 
f.du(e) DUE; see -TvY. Hence du-trous (Sh.), 
du-tiruL! xvi, du-tiaBrE xvin. 


duumvir djua:mvàr one of a pair of co- 
equal officials. xvr. L., sg. derived from 
g. pl. duum virum of duo viri two men (see 
TWO, VIRILE). 


dwarf dwoif creature much below the 
ordinary size. OE. deveorg, dweorh — OFris. 
dwirg, MDu. dwerch (Du. dwerg), OHG. 
twerg (G. zwerg), ON. doergr :- CGerm. 
(exc. Goth.) *dwergaz :-IE. *dhwerg”hos, 
whence also Gr. sérphos (:— *rérphos) midge. 
Hence dwarf vb. render dwarfish. xvir. 
dwa-rfisH!. xvi. 


dwell dwel Tflead astray OE. ; ttarry, delay ; 
continue in a place or state X11 (Orm); have 
one’s abode XIII; spend time on XV. OE. 
dwellan, pt, dwealde lead astray, corr. to OS. 
bi|dzvellian hinder, MDu. dwellen stun, 
perplex, OHG. twellen (MHG. twellen) 
delay, harass, ON. dvelja trans, delay, intr. 
and refl. tarry, stay; f. Germ. *dzel- *dwal- 
*dowul-, repr. also by OE. dwelian lead 
astray, go astray, OF ris. dwelia delay, MLG. 
dwelen be stupid, OHG. gitwelan be stunned, 
OE. dwolian wander, dola error, heretic, 
gedwolen perverse. The sense ‘abide, stay’ 
was adopted from ON., to which the present 
existence of the word is mostly due. 


dwindle dwindl become smaller and 
smaller. xvi (Sh.). f. (dial.) dwine, OE. 
dwinan waste away = (M)LG., MDu. 


dwinen, ON. dvina; see -LE?. 


dwt., abbrev. for pennyweight, scil. d for 
DENARIUS, wt. for weight. 


dyad daid number two. xvir. = late L. 
dyad-, dyas — Gr. duad-, duds, f. duo Two; 
see -AD!. Cf. DUAD. 


dyarchy daráiki government by two rulers. 
XIX. Usual sp. of diarchy by assoc. with 
dyad, f. Gr. di- Di-*+--arkhia, arkhé -ARCHY. 


dye dai cause to take, impregnate with, a 
certain colour, tinge. OE. déagian, of unkn. 
origin. Not recorded again till late xiv (Ch., 
lrevisa) though the agent-nouns dy:-ER!, 
dye'sTER are recorded from XIII; in Anglian 
areas the ME. words were lit (~ ON. kta), 
litster, from xir. So dye sb. colour pro- 
duced by dyeing, material used for it. OE. 
déah, déag, rare ME. déh; the present word 
is a new formation on the vb. (xvi). The 


words are peculiarly Eng. The distinction 
of sp. between this word and die became 
established since the time of Johnson, who 
has die for both, while Addison (e.g.) has 
dye for both. For the phonetic development 
cf. D1E!, EYE, LIE?, TIE. 


dyke frequent sp. of DIKE, as in place-names. 

dynamic dainz-mik, di~ pert. to force. xrx, 
= F. dynamique (Leibniz, 1692) — Gr. duna- 
mikós, £. diinamis strength; see next and -1c. 
So dyna:micar. xix, dyna-mics. xviit. 

dynamite dai-, di:nomait high explosive. 
Coined by Alfred Nobel 1867. f. Gr. 
dunamis force, rel. to  dünasthai (see 
DYNASTY) -+ -ITE. 


dynamo  dainomou short for dynamo- 
machine, itself short for dynamo-electric- 
machine (1867); for the comb. form see -0-. 
dynasty dinostij dar- line of kings or 
princes. Xv (Capgrave). = F. dynastie or 
late L. dynastta~ Gr. dunasteíá power, 
domination, f. dunastés (L.. dynastés, whence 
dynast xvir), £f. dunasthai be able or 
powerful. i 


dyne dain unit of force in the centimetre- 
gramme-second (C.G.S.) system. xix. - F. 
dyne, taken from Gr. diinamis force. 


dys- dis- prefix in L. adoptions repr. Gr. dus- 
= Skr. dus-, Germ. *tus- (whence OE. tõ- 
(cf. To-), OHG. zur- (G. zer-), ON. tor-); 
denoting the reverse of easy, favour- 
able, or fortunate, used in direct derivs. 
from Gr. and in new (chiefly scientific) 
formations. 


dysentery drsont(o)ri inflammation of the 
large intestine. xIv (Wycl. Bible) - OF. 
dissenterie or L.. dyvsenteria ~ Gr. dusenterid, 
f. dusénteros, f. dus- Dys--+ éntera bowels (cf. 
ENTERIC) ; see -Y*. 

dyslogistic disladzistik having an un- 
favourable meaning. XIX. f. DYS- + the 
basic el, of EU|LOGISTIC. 

dyspepsia dispe:psio difficulty of digestion. 
xvii. — L. dyspepsia (anglicized dyspe:psy 
XVII) - Gr. duspepsía, f. düspeptos difficult 
of digestion, f. dus- DyYS--}-pepids cooked, 
digested ; see PEPTIC, -Y?, 

dyspneea  dispnio: (path.) difficulty of 
breathing. xvii. = L. dyspnæa = Gr. 
dúspnoia, f. dus- DYS--}pnoč breathing; rel. 
to pneûma (cf. PNEUMATIC). 

dziggzetai, dzh- dzi:gotai, d3- equine qua- 
druped of Central Asia, Equus hemionus. 
xviir (Pennant). - Mongolian dschiggetat, 
var. of tchikketet (long-)eared, f. tchikki ear, 


E 


€- see EX1l-, 


each itf every one regarded separately. OE. 
zlé = OF ris. ellik, elk, ek (W Fris. elk, elts), 
MLG. ellik, MDu. elic, ellic, (M)LG., 


(M)Du. e/k, OHG. eogilik (G. jeglich) :— 
WGerm. phr. *aiwéd galikaz ‘ever alike’; 
see AYE, LIKE’, ALIKE. For the disappearance 
of Jin similar unstressed position cf. WHICH, 
SUCH everich (EVERY), forms below and 
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EAGER 


OF ris. ek. Q Other OE. words for ‘each’ 
were: ylé, whence ME. iilch, tich, ich, ych, 
ILK!; #frié EVERY; gehwilé, whence ME. 
en uich ; &gehwilé, whence ME. ewilch, 
euch. 





eager rgor Tardent, fierce xiir; keenly 
desirous or impatient; Tpungent, acid (cf. 
VINEGAR) XIV. — AN. egre, (O)F. aigre = Pr. 
agre, Sp., It. agro :- Rom. *acrum, for L. 
ücrem, nom. acer pungent, swift, strenuous, 
£.*ák- be sharp or pointed (cf. ACID, EDGE). 


eagle i-gl large bird of prey (‘the king of 
birds). xiv (Ch., Wyclif)  - AN. egle, 
(O)F. aigle, replacing Taille, refash. after Pr. 
aigla = Sp. dguila, Pg. aguia, lt. aquila, 
Rum. dcerd :—- L. aquila, perh. rel. to aquilus 
dark-brown, and orig. meaning ‘dun- 
coloured bird’. So eaglet i-glit young eagle. 
XVI, -+-ET, after F. aiglette, teglette. 


eagre rLgor, (locally) ei-gar tidal bore. The 
forms are of three types: (i) higre, hyger, 
hygre (xvii-xix), in AL. higra Severn bore 
(xz, William of Malmesbury); (ii) tagar 
(XVI-XVII), ager, aiger (XIX); (ili) eagre, 
eager (xvii—). These perh. ult. repr. OE. 
&gur, égur, éagor, éogor flood, tide; but this 
can only be if the g is a stopped cons., and if 
such a deriv. as ea river -- gár spear (cf. BORE!) 
may be assumed, of which, however, there 
is no confirmation. Forms with a-, ai- 
may be due to Scand. influence (ON. d 
river). Q It is difficult to relate ME. aker, 
akyr ‘impetus maris, dial. aiker, acker 
ripple. 


-ean ian (e.g. in empyrean, Tacitean), -ion 
(e.g. in cerulean), and varying (as in hyper- 
borean, Protean), suffix formed by adding 
-AN to e or é of L. -eus, -éus (varying with 
-&us), corr. to Gr. -eos, -eios (-aíos); for- 
merly often with parallel forms in -zan, 
-eian, -ian; it has in some words an immed. 
F. original in -éen. There are a few sur- 
vivals of formations on L. adjs. in -eus, viz. 
cærulean, hyperborean; others, such as gi- 
gantean, marmorean, purpurean, are obs. ; 
their number is larger if one takes in those 
repr. the comp. L. suffixes -dceus, -dneus 
(see -ACEAN, -ANEAN), which are also the 
source of -ACEOUS, -ANEOUS. The earliest 
exx. of the suffix -ean date from mid-xvr to 
early XVII, and the majority are based on 
proper names, e.g. Democritean (Démo- 
critéius, Anwoxpirevos), Epicurean (Epiciiréus, 
*Emixovpeos), Euripidean (Euripidéus, Evpi- 
midetos), European (Eurdpeus, Edpwraios), 
Herculean (Herculeus), Prome-thean (Pro- 
méthéus, IIpopyBetos), Pythagorean (Pytha- 
goréus, -ius, IIv@aydpecos). There are special 
cases, such as antipode-an, Tyrole:an, prob. 
modelled on European; Aristotelian, Euchi- 
dian, which replaced Aristotelean, Euclidean ; 
Thucydide-an, prob. after Eschyle-an, Sopho- 
clean, and superseding Thucydi-dian (L. 
Thicydidius); and Herodote:an, prob. after 
Thucydide:an; Rhadamanthean has been 
superseded by Rhadamanthine. Herculean 


EARNEST 





hdrkja‘lien, hdzkjulion is paralleled by 
Heraclean hioreklion (L. Héracléus) See 
also. CAESAREAN, EMPYREAN, JACOBEAN, 
PROTEAN. 


ea-nling (Sh.) see YEAN. 


ear! io1 organ of heating. OE. éare — OFris. 
are, OS., OHG. éra (Du, oor, G. ohr), ON. 
eyra, Goth. ausó 1- CGerm. *auzo'n, *au'son, 
f. *aus- :- CIE. *ous-, whence also Av. usi 
the ears, L. aurés, -is (cf. auscultáre listen, 
*auzdire, audire hear; see AUSCULTATION, 
AUDITION), Gr. 6s, ots (:~ *otisos), g. Gtds 
(:— *ousatds), OPruss. acc. pl. ausins, Lith. 
ausis, OSI. ucho, dual us? (Russ. #kho), Olr. 
au, mod. ó. Q One of the CIE. names of 
parts of the body; cf. eye, foot, heart, nail, 
nose. Hence ea‘rrinc. OE. éarhring. 


ear? io1 spike of corn. OE. éar (Nhb. xhher; 
Cf. ACROSPIRE) — OfFris. ár, OS. ahar (Du. 
aar), OHG. ahir, ehir n. (G. áhre fem.), ON. 
ax, Goth. ahs :- CGerm. *axuz, *axiz, rel. 
to L. acus, acer- husk, chaff, f. *ak- be sharp 
or pointed, cf. AWN, EDGE. 


ear? ioi (arch., dial.) plough. OE. erian = 
OFris. era, OS. erian, OHG. erren, ON. erja, 
Goth. (CGerm.) arjan, f. IE. *ar-, repr. also 
by Gr. aroün, L. aráre, Lith. ariz, OSI. orją, 
Olr. atrim I plough; (sbs.) Gr. drotron, L. 
aratrum, Olr. arathar, Arm. araur plough. 


earing io'rin (naut.) any of a number of 
small ropes fastening the upper corner of 
a sail to the yard. xvir (Capt. Smith). perh. 
f. EARI4- -ING! or RING. 


earl ıl warrior; nobleman, prince; JARL 

OE. ; equiv. of count x11 (in ME. often ‘great 
noble’), OE. eorl = OS., OHG. erl, ON. 
Jarl (runic erilaR), of unkn. origin. Hence 
ea:rlboM. XIL l 


early li near the beginning of a period. 
OE. (late Nhb.) &rlice, beside Grliée, f. zr 
ERE+ -liée -Ly?, after ON. árliga. So ea:rly 
adj. xir (AncrR.); after ON. drligr. 


earn ın gain as a reward or wages. OE. 
earnian = MLG. arnen, OHG. arnén, arnén 
reap :- WGerm. *aznójan, *azn&jan, f. 
*aznu (ON. gnn labour), rel. to OE. esne 
labourer, man, OHG. esni, Goth. asneis 
hired labourer, and further to OHG. aran 
(whence MHG. erne; G. ernte is a new 
formation) harvest, Goth. asans harvest, au- 
tumn (whence OPrussian assanis autumn). 


earnest! 5'inist jardour in battle; serious- 
ness. OE. eornust, -ost, with suffix as in 
OHG. dionóst (G. dienst) service = MLG. 
ernest, OHG. ernust (G. ernst), f. *ern-, repr. 
also in ON. ern brisk, vigorous, Goth. 
arniba safely ; of unkn. origin. So ea:rnest 
adj. OE. eornost(e) = OF ris. ernst, MLG. 
ernest (in G. ernst adj. has been developed 
from phr. containing the sb.). ea:rnestrv?. 
OE. eornostlice, 


[297] 


EARNEST 


— 


earnest? 3'inist money paid as an instal- 


ment. XIII. Earliest forms Ernes, €€rnes ; 
prob. alteration, with assim. to -NESS, of 
synon. and contemp. erles (Sc. arles XVI) 
= OF. *erles :- Rom. *arrulas, dim. (pl.) of 
L.arra pledge, pop. alteration of arrabó - Gr. 
arrhabón — Heb. ‘érdbén security f. ‘erab; 
assim. to prec. (ernest, arnest) appears Xv. 
q A very rare late ME. erres (xv) — OF. erres 
— L. arras, is independent. 


earth dip the ground; the world. OE. 
eorpbe = OF ris. erthe, OS. ertha (Du. aarde), 
OHG. erda (G. erde), ON. jorà, Goth. airpa 
:- CGerm. *erpo, f. base *er-, appearing 
also in OHG. ero earth. ON. jorfi gravel, 
Gr. éraze on the ground, W. erz field. 
Hence earth vb. +tbury xrv (Barbour); 
cover up with earth XVII; until late xvi only 
Sc. earthen d-ipon. XIII; see -EN? and 


cf. OHG. :rdin, Goth. airpeins; whence 
earthenware). xvii. earthiy!. OE. 
eorblic. ea:rthQUAKE. XIV; superseding 
OE. eorbdyne (DIN), ME.  erthdin(e). 


ea:rthy. xv1; see -v!. 
earwig io:rwig insect so called because it 
is supposed to penetrate the ear. OE. 
éarwicga, f. are EAR'+ wicga earwig, prob. 
rel. to WIGGLE; cf. synon. ME. arwygyil 
(Promp. Parv.), dial. arrawiggle. €| For the 
form of wicga cf. DOG, and, for the connexion 
with ear, cf. synon. G. ohrwurm, Du. oor- 
worm, F. perce-oreille, Russ. ukhovërtka. 


ease iz topportunity, means; comfort, con- 
venience. XIII (chapel of ease XVI). = AN. 
ese, OF. eise, (also mod.) aise Telbow-room; 
Tfavourable occasion, convenience — Pr. 
aize (whence It. tasto, acio, Pg. azo occa- 
sion, assistance, aptness) :~ Rom. *adjaces 
for adjacéns (cf. med L. in aiace in the neigh- 
bourhood), sb. use of prp. of L. adjacére (see 
ADJACENT). So ease vb. relieve, comfort. 
XIV. orig. —- OF. aisier, aaisier, f. phr. a aise 
in comfort, at ease (a :~ L. ad); later directly 


f. the sb. 


easel i-zl standing frame to support a 
picture. XVII. ~ Du. ezel ass; cf. uses like 
cheval glass, clothes horse. 


easement i-zmont relief, convenience; ac- 

commodation in or about a house; privi- 
lege of using something not one's own XIV; 
evacuation of bowels xv. — OF. aisement (cf. 
AL. aisiamentum), f. aisier EASE vb.; see 
-MENT. 


east ist adv. in the direction of the rising 
sun OE. ; sb. (OE. easte fem.) ; adj. (in OE. 
only compar. éasterra, éastra, superl. éast(e)- 
mest). OE. éast- in comps. (e.g. éastende 
eastern region, Hastangle East-Anglians, 
éastrice the East) = OFris. dst, OS., OHG. 
öst (Du. oost, G. ost), repr. Germ. *austo- 
(with suffix *-nd- in OE. ĉastan, OS., OHG. 
Ostana, ON. austan from the Er: as adv. 
prob. shortening of *gaster = OS., OHG. 
ostar, ON. austr toward the east : :- Germ. 
* austro-, which is found in the proper 
names Éstrangli (Bede) East-Anglians, OHG. 





EAVES 


—— —— À— — ow a a n 


Ostarrihi (G. Osterreich) Austria, Germ.-L. 
Austrogoti (Goth, *Austrogutds) Ostrogoths ; : 
f. IE. base *aus-, as in L. aurora (:— *ausósd), 
auster (cf. AUSTRAL), Gr. (FRolic) auds dawn, 
attrion (1— *ausrion) to-morrow, Lith. ausra; 
cf. Skr. ushids morning, dawn. So Teaster 
nearest the east, eastern. XIV-XIX. perh. 
continuing OE. compar. éasterra (cf. ON. 
austarr more to the east). Hence prob. 
ea‘sterLy’. xvi; cf. Du. oosterlijk. eastern 
pert. to, lying towards, the east. OE. éasterne 
= OS., OHG. Gstront, ON. austreenn :- 
Germ. *austronja-, f. *austro-. ea'stwARD 
adv. toward the east. OE. éastewearde; 
hence as adj. xv. 

Easter i:stor festival ofthe Christian Church 
commemorating the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ from the dead. OE. éastre, mainly 
pl. éastron (g. eéastrena, d. éastrum), also 
éastro, -a = OF ris. ásteron, MEG. osteren, 
OHG. óostarün (G. Ostern pl.); derived by 
Bede from the name of a goddess whose 
feast was celebrated at the vernal equinox, 
Eostre, Nhb. var. of Éastre :- Germ. *Aus- 
trün, cogn. with Skr. usrd dawn (see EAST). 
Several OE. comps. of the comb. form 
Easter- survive: Easter&fen Easter Eve, 
Easterdeg Faster Day, Easter — € 
Easter Sunday, Éastertid Eastertide, Éaster- 
wuce Easter week. 


easy i-zil at ease, free from pain, constraint, 
or discomfort XII; causing little or no dis 
comfort or difficulty ; not oppressive, severe, 
or painful xiv. — AN. aisé, OF. aisié (mod. 
aisé), pp. of aister put at ease (see EASE vb.); 
the ending has been assim. to -y'. Hence 
easy-chair xviii (Farquhar). easy adv. xiv; 
comb. in easy-going XVII; (perh. orig. of 
horses). 

eat it pt. ate et, eit, pp. eaten itn con 
sume for nutriment; destroy by devouring. 
OE. str. vb. etan, pt. &t, at, &ton, pp. eten) 
== OFris. eta, OS. etan (Du. eten, aat, gege- 
ten) OHG. ezzan (G. essen, ass, gegessen), 
ON. eta (dt, etinn), Goth. :tan :- CGerm. 
*etan; f. CIE. base *ed-, whence L. edere, 
Gr. édein, Ir., Gael. zth, Lith. édmi, OSI. 
jami, Skr. ddmi I eat, Hittite etir they ate. 
The sp. ate of the pt. depends on early ME. 
at, which repr. a short var. of OE. &t; the 
pronunc. et is usu. assoc. with the sp. ate, 
but is perh. a shortening of pt. ét. @ FRET 
is a comp. of this vb. 

eau F. eau :- L. aqua water, as in eau-de- 
Cologne ou:dokolou:n perfume orig. made 
at Cologne (Kóln), Germany; eau-de-vie 
oudavi: ‘water of life’, brandy. 

eaves ivz edge of a roof. OE. efes, corr. to 
OF ris. ose, MLG. ovese, Flem. oose, MDu. 
ovese, ose, OHG. obasa, -isa, MHG. ob(e)se 
(G. dial. obsen) eaves, porch, ON. ups, Goth. 
ubizwa (in d. sg. ubiswat) 'orod! = Germ. 
*obaswa, *obiswa, prob. f. *ob- of OVER. 
The finals is treated as the pl. ending and the 
word takes pl. concord. @ ME. ouese, s.w. 
dial. oaves, ovice, office point to an OE. *ofes 
(beside ofes¢ edge, border, in place-names, 


[298] 


EBB 


parallel to efes¢). Hence eavesdropperl!i:vz- 


dro:par one who listens under walls to hear 


gossip, secret listener. xv. f. ME. eves- 
droppes, prob. - ON. upsardropi, corr. to 
OE. yfæsdrypæ, W Fris. oesdrip, -drup, Flem. 


oosdrup eaves; see DRIP, DROP. Hence by 


back-formation ea:vesdrop vb. xvir. 


ebb eb reflux of the tide. OE. ebba — 
(M)LG., (M)Du. ebbe (Du. eb) (whence G., 
Da. ebbe, Sw. ebb; also F. dial. ébe, if this is 
not from Eng.) :- WGerm. *abjon, -ón, f. 


*ab (see OF), as if meaning 'a running off or 
away. So ebb vb. OE. ebbian (also in 


a|ebbian, be|ebbian strand a ship) — (M)LG., 
(IM)Du. ebben (cf. OS. ebbiunga), OHG. 
firlebbita subsided, MHG. eppen ebb. 


Ebenezer ebəni'zor title of some noncon- 


formist meeting-houses, (hence) dissenting 
chapel. xix. - Heb. eben hà ‘ezer ‘stone of 
the help’, stone set up as a memorial of help 
received by Samuel after the victory of 


Mizpeh (x Sam. vii 12). 


ebonite e:bonait vulcanite. 1861. f. EBONY 


T-ITE; cf. Du. eboneit. 


ebony e:boni hard black wood (esp. of 


trees of the species Diospyros). xvt (hebeny ; 
the solitary ex. of hebenyf in Wycl. Bible, 


Ezek. xxvii 15, appears to be due to misread- 


ing Vulg. ebeninos (of ebony) as ebeniuos). 
preceded by Teban (xv, Lydg.) - OF. eban 


(also ebazne, mod. ébéne)- medL. ebanus 


(whence also Sp., It. ebano), var. of L. ebenus 
(also used in ME. and MHG.), hebenus 


- Gr. ébenos ebony tree, of Semitic origin 


(cf. Egyptian hbnj, Heb. hobnim); later ebon 


(xv1), latinized (A)eben (cf. Du. ebbenlboum, 
ebben;hout, G. ebenjbaum, eben|holz ebony 
tree/ wood), which was superseded by forms 
with -y, perh. after ivory. 


ebriety  ibraiiti intoxication. xv. =F. 


ébrieté or L. ebrietás, f. ébrius drunk )(sóbrius 


SOBER ; see ~ITY. 


ebullient iba-liant boiling, effervescent, 
bubbling over. xvi. — L. ébullient-, -éns, 


prp. of éullire, f. ë E---bullire Bo11?; see 
-ENT. So ebullirioN ebali-fan. xvr (once 


XIV Lanfranc). ~= late L. 


écarté eika'itei, l'ekarte card game in which 


certain cards are thrown out. xix. F., pp. 

of écarter discard, f. é- EX-! J- carte CARD. 
ecbatic ekba-tik (gram.) denoting result. 

XIX. — Gr. *ekbatikós, implied in the adv. 


ekbatikés, f. ekbainein result, f. ek out+ 
baínein go ; see EX-?, COME, -1C. 


eccentric ékse-ntrik not concentric xvr (as 


sb. xv, Lydg.); not central or referable to 


a centre; irregular, odd xvi; sb. (person) 
XIX (Scott), after F., (xvi). = late L. 
eccentricus, f. Gr. ékkentros, f. ek out, EX-2+- 
kéntron CENTRE; cf. (O)F. excentrique. 
Hence eccentri-cITy. XVI. 


ecclesiastic iklizie'stik pert. to the Church 
XV; sb. clergyman xvi. — F. ecclésiastique or 


ChrL. eccléstasticus - Gr. ekklesiastikos, f. 


ECLIPTIC 
ekklésiastés, in LXX. rendering Heb. géheleth 


one who addresses a public assembly, in 
ancient Gr. member of the ecclesia or public 
assembly of citizens, f. ekkléstdzein hold or 
summon to an assembly, (eccl.) summon to 
church, f. ekklésid assembly, (eccl.) church, 
f. ekklétos, pp. adj. of ekkalein, f. ek out, 
EX-?-- kaleín call, summon (cf. HALE?). So 
ecclesia:StiCAL. XV. 


echelon ei‘fal5, -lon military formation in 
parallel divisions but with no two on the 
same alignment. xvin. =F. échelon, f. 
échelle ladder :— L. sedla SCALE’; cf. -00N. 


echinus  ékainos (zool.) sea-urchin xiv 
(Ch.); (archit.) ovolo moulding next below 
the abacus. xvi. L.= Gr. ekhinos hedgehog, 
sea-urchin, rel. to OE. igel or igel hedgehog, 
OHG. igil, igil (G. igel, Teigel), ON. ígull, 
OSL jesi. Comb. form echi-no-. xIx. 


echo e-kou repetition of sounds due to re- 
flection of sound-waves. xiv. —(OJ)F. écho 
or L. échó — Gr. ekhó (cf. ékhé, ékhos noise), 
perh., rel. to OE. swoég noise, swégan, swégan 
make a noise. Hence echo vb. xvi. 
echoic ékou'ik of the nature of echo, ap- 
plied by J. A. H. Murray (1880) to words 
a are held to imitate sounds denoted by 
tnem. 


éclair erkleor finger-shaped cake of light 
pastry filled with cream and iced. xix. F. 
(lightning), f. éclairer :- Rom. *excláriare, 
f. ex EX-!--clárus CLEAR. 


éclaircissement eikleorsi:smá clearing up, 
explanation. XVII (Clarendon, Dryden). F., 
f. éclairciss-, éclaircir 1 Rom. *excláricire, f. 
ex EX-1--clárus CLEAR; see -MENT. 


éclat erkla brilliance, lustre, brilliant suc- 
cess. XVII (Evelyn). F., f. éclater burst out 
(OF. esclater — Pr. esclatar) :- Rom. *esclat- 
tare - Germ. *slaitan, causative of *slitan 
SLIT. 


eclectic ékle-ktik epithet of philosophers 
not attached to a school xvii; collecting or 
collected from different sources xix. = Gr. 
eklektikds, £. ehlektós selective, f. eklégein, f. 
ek out, Ex-"*+ légein choose = L. legere; see 
LECTION, -Ic. Cf. F. éclectigque. 


eclipse iklitps interception or obscuration 
of the light of a heavenly body. xit (esclepis, 
clipes, clippis, Cursor M.). ~ OF. eclipse, 
tesclipse (mod. éclipse)—- L. eclipsis - Gr. 
ékleipsis, f. ekleípein be eclipsed, leave its 
place, fail to appear, be wanting, f. ek out, 
away, EX-?-+ leipein LEAVE”. Hence eclipse 
vb. xIv. —(O)F. éclipser. 

ecliptic ikliptik pert. to an eclipse XIV 
(Ch.); sb. great circle of the celestial 
sphere, the apparent orbit of the sun, so 
called because eclipses happen only when 
the moon is on or very near this line XIV. 
=~ L. ecipticus (in signa ecliptica, linea 
ecliptica) ~ Gr. ekleiptikós (also sb. in masc. 
and n.), f. ekleipein; see prec. and -Ic, 
Aiso ẹcli'ptIcaAL. Xvi. Cf. F. écliptique. 
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ECLOGUE 


-ED 





eclogue e-klog pastoral dialogue (esp. of 
Theocritus and Virgil). xv (ecloog, Lydg.). 
- L. ecloga short poem — Gr. eklogé selection, 
esp. of poems, f. eklégein (see ECLECTIC). ‘The 
common var. eglog (XVI—XVIII) reflects (O)F. 
églogue, medL. (Sp., It.) egloga, of which the 
eg- is due to assoc. with Gr. aig-, aíx goat, 
quasi ‘discourse of goatherds’, 


ecod var. of egod, EGAD. XVIII. 


ecology, cecology iko‘lad3i (bot.) study of 
the relations of plants and animals with their 
habitat. xix. — G. ókologie (Haeckel), f. Gr. 
ofkos house (used for 'habitat') (cf. wicK?); 
see -LOGY. 


economy  iko:nomi management (of a 
house) xvi; careful management, thrift; 
administration of a community or establish- 
ment XVII; political economy, tr. F. économie 
politique xvi. — (O)F. économie or L. œco- 
nomia ~ Gr. otkonomid, f. oikonómos manager 
of a household, steward, f. ofkos house (cf. 
WICK!)-+--ndmos managing, némein manage 
(cf. NOMAD); see -v*. So economic iko- 
no:mik, ek-, -ICAL adjs. xv1 - (O)F. économi- 
que or —- L. economicus — Gr. oikonomikós. 


écru erkrü colour of unbleached linen. xix. 
(O)F., f. é- (intensive) +cru CRUDE. 


ecstasy e'kstəsi exalted state of feeling. 
XIV (Wycl. Bible). Rare before xv1; earlier 
forms ex(s)tasie, -acy, the sp. with ecst-, 
accommodated to Gr., appearing XVII; 
~ OF. extasie - (with assim. to sbs. in -sie, 
L. -sia) late L. extasis (Tert.) = Gr. ékstasis, 
f. eksta-, stem of existdnai put out of place 
(in phr. existdnai phrenén drive out of one’s 
wits), f. ek out, Ex-"+-Aistdnai place (see 
STAND). So ecstatic ėkstæ-'tik. xvir. = F. 
extatique (Rabelais) — Gr. ekstatikós. 


ecto- e'ktou repr. Gr. ektós outside (f. ek 
EX-? after entós — L. intus within), used as 
comb. form in scientific terms such as e:cto- 
derm, e:ctoplasm. 


ecumenical var. of @CUMENICAL. 


eczema — e:kzimo skin disease. XVIII. 
=- modL. - Gr. ékzema, f. ekzeín boil over, 
(of disease) break out, f. ek out, EX-?-- zefn 


houpt. The pronunc. id occurs regularly 
in ordinary speech only in the endings -ded, 
-ted, but it is often required elsewhere in 
verse and survives in the public reading of 
the Bible and the Liturgy. A few pps., as 
beloved, blessed, cursed, prominent in reli- 
gious use, have escaped the tendency to 
contraction when used as adjs.; and learned 
as adj. is pronounced l13:inid as dist. from 
the pp., which is lind, lint. From xvi to 
XVIII commonly (and later in individual 
usage) -ed was replaced by -t after a voice- 
less cons. preceded by another cons. or a 
short vowel, e.g. jumpt, stept, whipt; this 
spelling has become universal where a 
long vowel in the stem has been shortened 
in the pp., e.g. crept, dealt, kept, knelt, lost, 
meant, slept, swept. Where there is a short- 
ened and an unshortened form there is a 
twofold spelling, as in leapt lept, leaped lipt. 

In certain other classes of verbs there has 
been gen. contraction in ME. of -ed which 
had begun in inflected forms in OE.: -ded, 
-ted became -d(d), -t(t), as in bled(d) for OE. 
bléded (see BLEED), set(t) for OE. seted (see 
SET"); after l, n, r, the ending -ded has become 
-t, as in gilt, girt, sent; in some verbs l, m, n 
at the end of their stem cause the change of 
-ed to t, as in burnt, felt, smelt, spilt, un- 
kempt. Several verbs have parallel forms 
without contraction, sometimes with differ- 
ence of use, e.g. burned and burnt, leaned 
and leant, penned and pent, roasted and roast, 
spoiled and spoilt. 

In early ME. wicke and wrecche were given 
an adjectival appearance by adding -ed, to 
make wicked, wretched. Exceptional forma- 
tions on sbs. are crabbed, dogged; tbicched 
(cursed) may be similarly based on bitch. 

In early mod. Eng. certain pps. and other 
similar forms of foreign origin were ex- 
tended with -ed to assimilate them to native 
words of similar function ; as Tbigot, bigoted ; 
tdevote, devoted; telate, elated; situate, 
situated; L. and F. pps. were also directly 
naturalized, as couped, versed. In scientific 
use there are variants such as falcate and 
falcated, labiate and labiated, pinnate and 
pinnated. 


boil (cf. YEAST). -ed? id repr. OE. -ede = OS. -ódi :- Germ. 


-ed! id (d, t; see below) formative of the 
pp. of weak verbs, in OE. -ed, -ad, -od, -ud, 
the vowels of which repr. (though not consis- 
tently) the thematic vowels characteristic of 
the class to which the verbs belong, the 
suffix proper being -d = CGerm. *-da@z t= 
IE. *-tós, repr. by Skr. -tds, Gr. -tós (in ver- 
bal adjs.), L. -tus, Lith. -tas. In some OE. 
verbs, the suffix being added immed. to the 
base appears as -d, after unvoiced cons. as 
-t ; e.g. seald, pp. of sellan SELL, boht, pp. of 
byégan Buy. In ME. the several OE. variants 
were levelled under -ed (-id, -yd ; in western 
areas -el, e.g. icrunei crowned: in north. 
and Sc. -it, -yt, e.g. lovit beloved) ; and this 
-ed is usu. retained in writing, although the 
pronunc. is normally reduced to d, or, after 
unvoiced cons., to t, e.g. robed roubd, hoped 
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*.6dja-, and appended to sbs. to form adjs. 
denoting the possession or the presence of 
the thing or attribute expressed by the sb., 
e.g. OE. hócede hooked (f. hdc), hringede 
ringed (f. hring). This suffix corresponds 
in function to the -tus of L. formations 
like cauddtus tailed (f. cauda tail), auritus 
eared (f. auris ear); it is now added without 
restriction to a sb. to form an adj. with the 
sense ‘possessing, provided with, charac- 
terized by’ (something), as in booted, cul- 
tured, diseased, honeyed (honied), jaundiced, 
moneyed, spurred, wooded, and notably in 
parasynthetic adjs., as dark-eyed, leather- 
aproned, mealy-mouthed, three-pronged, weak- 
kneed. 

In mod. Eng. and to a large extent in ME. 
there is no formal distinction between exx, 


EDACIOUS 


of this suffix and ppl. adjs. in -Ep* derived 
ult. from sbs. through unrecorded vbs. 
Even in OE. there is variation between -ede, 
-ed (rare), and -od (-ud), chiefly in para- 
synthetic comps., as dnéagede one-eyed, 
blecfeaxede black-haired, langswéorede long- 
necked, réadstalede red-stalked, twihéafdede 
two-headed, twilepped having two skirts, 
pribeddod having three beds, brifótud three- 
footed, Suffixed parasynthetic adjs. existed 
beside forms without a d-suffix (the latter 
were extended later with -ed, e.g. heardheort, 
hard-hearted), e.g.  hwitlocc, hwitloccede 
white-haired, fziecge, -ecgede two-edged; 
other types, with mutation, are repr. by 
Gnhyrnd one-horned, prihyrne, prihyrnede 
three-horned, féowerféte four-footed, with 
which cf. ON. -evg@r -eyed, -hyrndr -horned, 
which have a ppl. suffix as well as 7-mutation. 


edacious i-, idei:fas eating, devouring. XIX. 
f. L. edáci-, edàx, £. edere EAT ; see -IOUS. 


edaphic idz:fik (bot.) pert. to the soil. xx. 
— G. edaphisch (Schimper), f. Gr. édaphos 
ground, soil (orig. base, bottom, f. *sed- 
SIT); see -IC. 


Edda edo title of two ON. collections 
(Elder or Poetic E., Younger or Prose E.). 
xvi (Gray). ON., of disputed etym. ; either 
f. the name of the great-grandmother in the 
poem ‘Rigspula’ or f. ON. 6dr poetry. 
Hence E:ddic, Eddaic ederik. xix. 


eddish e'dif aftergrowth of grass ; stubble. 
xv. Formally identical with OE. edisé park, 
enclosed pasture; the discrepancy of sense 
is a difficulty, but cf. OE. ediséhenn quail, 
perh. 'stubble-hen' ; perh. f. ed- (see next); 
cf. OE. edgrówung, ME. edgrow aftergrowth. 


eddy edi small whirlpool. xv (Sc. ydy). 
perh. of Scand. origin; the stem-vowel of 
ydy corr. to that of ON. iða eddy, whirlpool, 
which does not, however, account for the 
terminal -y ; in any case, prob. f. base of OE. 
ed- again, back = OFris. et-, OHG. et(a)-, 
ON. ið-, rel. to L. et and, Gr. éti yet, Gaulish 
etic and, Goth. ip then, but; if of native 
origin, perh. :- OE. *edzozg, corr. to MHG. 
itweege flood, whirlpool (OE. wég wave = 
OF ris. wé&, OS., OHG. wag, G. woge, ON. 
vdgr, Goth. wégs; cf. WAY, WEIGH). 


edelweiss ei-divais Alpine plant, Filago 
Leontopodium. xiX. G., f. edel noble (cf. 
ATHELING)-+ weiss WHITE. 


Eden i:dn abode of Adam and Eve (Gen. 
ii 15) xiv (Wycl. Bible); delightful abode, 
paradise xvi (Sh.). — L. (Vulg.) Eden, Gr. 
(LXX) Édén- Heb. 'éden, assoc. with the 
word meaning ‘delight’. 


edentate ide:nteit of the order of Edentata, 
which lack incisor and canine teeth. xix. 
~ L. édentatus, f. & E----dent-, déns TOOTH; 
see -ATE?. So ede'ntuLous toothless. XVIIL 
f. L. éedentulus. 
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EDULCORATE 


edge edz sharp side of a blade OE.; 


boundary of a surface xiv. OE. ec? — OFris. 
egg, OS. eggia (Du. egge), OHG. ekka (G. 
ecke), ON. egg :- CGerm. (exc. Goth.) 
*azjo, f. *az- t- IE. *ak- be sharpor pointed, 
as in L. aciés edge, sharpness, line of battle, 
Gr. akis point, akmé ACME, Lith. akstis spit; 
Cf. AWN, EAR?, and EAGER. Hence edge vb. 
give an edge to XIII; incite XVI (cf. EGG?). 


edible e:dibl fit to be eaten. xvrr. = late L. 


edibilis, f. edere EAT ; see -IBLE. 


edict i-dikt order proclaimed by authority. 


xv. ~ L. édictum, sb. use of pp. n. of édicere 
proclaim, f. @ E--+dicere say, tell (cf. DIC- 
TION). Superseded earlier adoption (x11) of 
(O)F. édit. 


edification e:difiker-fon. À. building up of 


the church, of the soul in holiness, etc. 
(after Gr. oixoboyj in 1 Cor. xiv; cf. Rom. 
xiv 19) xiV (Wycl. Bible); mental or moral 
improvement XIV; building xv (now rare 
or obs). =L. aedificátio(n-), f. zdificàre 
EDIFY; see -FICATION. So edifice ecdifis 
building. xiv (Ch). -(O)F. édifice - L. 
&dificium, f. edis dwelling, orig. hearth (rel. 
to Skr. édhas kindling wood, Gr. aithein 
burn, L. aestus heat, OE. äd funeral pile, 
fire, Olr. aed fire) 4- fic-, wk. form of facere 
make. edirv e:difai build up, lit. and fig. 
XIV. —(O)F. édifier ~ L, ædificãre. 


edit edit Tpublish (rare); prepare an edi- 


tion of XVIII ; be the editor of xix. Formerly 
occas. edite; partly — F. éditer publish, edit 
(itself based on édition) ; partly back-forma- 
tion from EDITOR. Q An earlier ex. of a vb. 
Tedition occurs xvirt. So edition idi-fon 
Tpublication ; Tproduction, creation ; one of 
the forms in which a literary work is pro- 
duced xvi. —(O)F. édition - L. éditió(n-), 
f. édit-. editor e-ditar ‘publisher xvir 
(rare); one who prepares an edition XVIII; 
conductor of a periodical xix. — L. ditor 
producer, exhibitor, f. édit-, pp. stem of 
édere put forth, f. é+ dare put; see E-, Ex-!, 
DATE’, -TOR, and cf. F. éditeur publisher 
(xviir). Q Preceded by feditioner in the 
second sense. Hence edito'riAL XVIII; 
whence F. éditorial. 


educate e'djūkeit bring up, provide 


schooling or tuition for. xv. f. pp. stem 
of L. educáre, tel. to édücere EDUCE ; see -ATEÌ. 
So educa‘TION. xvi. —(O)F. or L. Hence 
educa‘tionist XIX, which is earlier than 
educa-tionalisr, f. educa-tionar! (xvii). 
e:ducativg, xix. 


educe idjū's tlead or draw forth xv; bring 


out, develop from a latent condition xvi. 
— L. educere, f. é E- - dücere lead (cf. DUCT). 


edulcorate ida:lkóreit soften. xvir. f. pp. 


stem of medL. édulcoráre, f. ë E- + dulcor 
sweetness, f. dulcis sweet; see DOUCE, -ATE?. 


-EE 





-ee!l i* suffix repr. AN. -ee, -e, (O)F. -é i= | 


L. -àtus, -àtum, endings (m. and n.) of pps. 
of vbs. in -dre, as in députdtus deputy, 
mandátum command (cf. MAUNDY). It 
occurs earliest (xv) in legal terms of AN. 
origin, denoting the recipient of a grant or 
the like, e.g. feoffee, grantee, lessee, patentee, 
on the model of which many others were 
made, most of which cannot be construed 
as ‘direct’ passives, but denote the indirect 
object of vbs. ; in payee ‘one to whom some- 
thing is payable’ (xvii), there has been a 
further departure from the original function. 
Legatee (XVII) is a fresh type, on the model 
of which donatee was formed (contrast 
donee). The common correspondence of 
agent-nouns in -or or -er, e.g. lessor and 
lessee, obligor and obligee, with nouns in -ee 
led to the general application of the suffix, 
as with lover and lovee (Richardson), jester 
and jestee (Sterne). Many such are nonce- 
words and remain so; but some, like ad- 
dressee (De Quincey), are permanent. From 
xvi certain heraldic adjs., such as nebuly, 
undy (earlier nebule, unde) have variants 
with -ee. By mid-xvir -ee had become the 
regular repr. of F. -éin adopted words ; e.g. 
congee, debauchee, rappee. Later exx. are 
examinee, illuminee, emplovee, escapee, in XX 
internee, evacuee. There are special features 
in ABSENTEE, COMMITTEE, DEVOTEE, REFUGEE. 


-ee? r suffix used in a few names of gar- 
ments, primarily with dim. force, as bootee, 
coatee, neckatee (of obscure formation), all 
of xvill, and shirtee (U.S.); also goatee (orig. 
U.S.), var. goaty, perh. a variation on -te, 
- YS, as also in goalee goalkeeper, townee town- 
bred person. Q] In dungaree, grandee, jam- 
boree, jubilee, marquee, puttee, in Pkarisee and 
Sadducee, in Bengalee, Chinee, Maltee, and 
Portugee, the source of the el. is different. 
See -ESE. 

eel il fish of the genus Anguilla. OE. gl = 
OFris. €, OS., OHG. al (Du., G. aal), ON. 
dll :- CGerm. (exc. Goth.) *zlaz, of unkn. 
origin. 

een in see EYE. e'en in see EVEN!. 


-een! i'n terminal el. in names of fabrics, 
denoting one inferior to or coarser than that 
denoted by the original word; it repr. F. 
-ine, as in ratteen xvilI (- F. ratine), which 
was preceded by shagreen xvii (irreg. = F. 
chagrin), camleteen xvii (— F. camelotine),; 
velveteen (xVII1) was modelled on ratteen, 
sateen (XIX) is a modification thereafter of 
satin, and beaverteen (XIX) has -teen from 
velveteen and sateen. 


-een? i'n suffix repr. Ir. dim. ending -in, as 
in boneen young pig (banabhin), boreen lane 
(botharín), buckeen (xviii), caubeen (cdibin), 
colleen, dudeen, mavourneen (xvi), spalpeen, 
squireen. 


EFFENDI 


cerned with, handles, or deals with'. Formal 


conditions vary from word to word, but in 
several exx. there were earlier vars. in -er 
and -rer (which was gen. replaced by -eer 
in XVII); and two words, charioteer and en- 
gineer, go back to ME. antecedents adopted 
from OF. forms in -eor (mod. -eur). Of the 
older words those that date from xvi often 
begin with -er, as mutiner, pioner, scrutiner, 
but there are instances of -eer as early as 
XVI, e.g. cannoneer, moyleteer MULETEER. In 
pamphleteer, privateer, sonneteer (all from 
XVII) a derogatory or contemptuous notion 
predominates; these provided a model for 
such words as crotcheteer, profiteer, racketeer, 
and more recently blackmarketeer, all of 
which are formed on words ending in f. 
‘There are two words denoting inanimate 
objects, GAZETTEER and MUFFINEER. 

Most of the sbs. have deriv. vbs., which 
are used particularly in the gerund and prp. 
(-eering), and some of them, e.g. electioneer- 
ing, mountaineering, are much commoner 
than the sbs. to which they belong. In early 
XIX foreigneering appears for ‘engaging in 
foreign matters’, modelled on electioneer; 
hence foreigneer foronia:i as a depreciatory 
var. of foreigner. 


-eer? jo'r repr. Du. -eeren = F. inf. ending 


-er — L. -dre, in commandeer (XIX), dontineer 
(xv1). The obs. pickeer (xvit) pillage, skirm- 
ish, scout, flirt, wrangle, seems to be = Du. 
pickeren prick, spur (— F. piquer), with a 
strange sense-development; and the form 
of tfineer (later veneer) points to Du. fineeren 
refine (gold), veneer (wood). 


eerie, eery jə'ri fearful, timid, (now) super- 


stitiously uneasy XIH (Cursor M.); uncanny, 
weird XVIII. Orig. north. Eng. and Sc. ert, 
ery ; derivation from VIE. er3, ar3e cowardly, 
timid (OF. earg) would suit the earliest 
sense, but the vowel of the stem is not appro- 
priate, and the ending (-ze, -y') would be 
difficult to account for. 


ef- form of ec- EX-! used before f. 


efface éfeis wipe out, obliterate. xv (Cax- 

ton). — (OJF. effacer, f. ex- EF--+-face FACE, 
effect ife-kt result xiv (Ch.); accomplish- 
ment XV; operative influence, impression 
XVII; pl. goods and chattels xvir. = OF. 
effect (mod. effet) or L. effectus, f. effect-, 
pp. stem of efficere work out, f. ex EF- fic-, 
facere make, do (cf. FACT). Cf. FECKLESS. 
Hence effe-ct vb. xvr. Also effe-ctivE. xiv 
(Trevisa). — L. effectivus ; cf. (O)F. effectif. 
effe:ctuar. xiv (Ch, 'Trevisa) - medL. 
effe-ctuaTE?, xvi. £. medL. effectudt-, -dre, 
whence F. effectuer. 


effeminate ife-minot womanish. X1V (Gower). 


~L. effémindtus, pp. of effémindre make 
feminine, f. ex EF---/fémina woman; see 
FEMININE, -ATE*®, Hence effe'minacy. XVII. 


e’er eax see EVER. 


i l | effendi efendi "Turkish title of respect. 
«eer! io suffix repr. mostly F. -ier = J., 


xvil (aphendi, Selden). = Turk. efendi - Gr. 


-árius -ARY (in Sp. -ero, Pg. -eiro ; It. -iere is 
from F.), and denoting ‘one who is con- 


authéntés (pronounced  afpe:ndis) lord, 
master (see AUTHENTIC). 
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EFFERENT EH 


- — eamm aaae 





efferent e-forant discharging. xr. -L. | efreet var. of AFREET. 
efferent-, -ens, prp. of efferre, f. ex EF-+ferre | eft eft OE. efeta NEWT, surviving dial 
BEAR?; see -ENT. , i 

eftsoons eftsū'nz again ; (soon) afterwards. 
OE. eft sõna ‘afterwards immediately’, ME. 
eftsóne, to which advb. -s was added xiv; 
OE. eft (— OFris., OS. eft, MLG., MDu. 
echt, ON. ept, eft :- Germ. *aftiz, compar. 
adv. f. *aft- AFTER) J-sóna SOON. 


effervesce eforve:s give off bubbles of gas. 
XVII. — L. effervescere, f. ex A-fervéscere, in- 
ceptive of fervére; see EF-, FERVENT, -ESCE. 
So efferve:scENT, -ENCE. XVII. 


effete éfrt Tthat has ceased to bring forth; 
worn out. xvii. — L. effétus that has brought 
forth young, exhausted as by bearing young, 
f. ex EF--.-fétus bearing (see FOETUS). 


efficacious efikei-fes producing the desired 
effect. xvi. f. L. efficáci-, -ax (whence F. 


egad igz-d (arch.) euph. excl., veiling dy 
God. xvi. Varying with 7 gad, egod, agad, 
and adad, adod; perh. orig. for A! God! 


egg! eg ‘ovum’. XIV. — ON. egg; super- 
seding ME. ey :~ cognate OE. #¢ = OS., 


efficace), f£. efficere; see EFFECT and -Acrovus. 
So effica-cirv. xv. —- F.- L. So efficient 
ifi:ijont. making a thing what it is xıv (the 
cause efficient, 'T revisa, tr. L. causa efficiens) ; 
adequately operative or skilled xvu. = prp. 
of L. efficere. efficcituncy. xvi (Hooker). 
I 


effigy e'fid3i portrait, image. Not before 
XVIII in sg. form, which is based on the L. 
abl.; earlier in pl. effigies and phr. in effigie 
(4 syll) belong to L. effigies cfrd;iiz, 
which was in common use XVI-XIX. =L., 
effigies, f. effig-, stem of effingere, f. ex- EF- -+ 
fingere fashion (see FEIGN). 


effloresce eflore:s burst forth as in flower; 
change to fine powder. xvin. - L. efflores- 
cere, f. ex EF- -]-flóréscere (see FLORESCENCE). 
So efflore’scENCE. XVII. efflore‘SCENT. XIX. 


effluent e-fluant flowing out XVIII (once xv); 
sb. xix. — L. effluent-, -éns, prp. of effluere, 
f. ex EF-+ fluere flow (cf. FLUX). So emu- 
ENCE. XVII (once xiv). Cf. (O)F. effluent, 
-ence. efüuvium éflü-viom outflow or ex- 
halation of (electric or other) particles; 
exhalation affecting the sense of smell, 
(hence, pop.) noxious odour. xvi (Sir T. 
Browne). L., f. effluere, f. ex EF--+ fluere flow 
(cf. FLUENT). So efflux e-flaks outflow. 
xvi1 (Sanderson, H. More, Jer. Taylor). 


eglantine 


OHG. (Du., G.) ei, Crim.-Gothic ada 
(Goth. *addi-) :- CGerm. *ajjaz n., prob. 
ult. rel. to L. dvum, Gr. didn, OSI. *jaje 
(Russ. yaitsd, dim. yaíchko), Ir. og, W. wy :— 
*§zjom, and further to words for ‘bird’ in 
Skr. vés, L. avis == *owís. Q Traces of OE. 
sg. ¢ survived in aye (xvi) and of pl. zgru 
(= OHG. eigir, G. eter) in eyren (xv). 


egg? eg incite. First recorded in late Nhb. 


OE. geeggedon, pt. pl. of geeggia — (with ġe- 
Y- prefixed) ON. eggja, rel. to egg EDGE. 


e'gləntain sweet-briar. XIV. 
- OF. églantine — Pr. aiglentina, f. aiglent :— 
Rom. *aculentu-s, f. (after spinulentus thorny) 
acus needle, aculeus prickle, sting, f. *ak- 
(see ACRID). 


ego e:gou, i'gou (philos.) the conscious or 


thinking subject; (colloq.) self. xix. L., the 
pron. I. So e:gorsM belief that nothing 
exists but one's own mind; theory which 
regards self-interest as the basis of morals 
XVIII; egotism XIX. =F. égoisme ~modL. 
egóismus. egotisM  e:gotizm practice of 
talking about oneself; self-conceit, selfish- 
ness XVIII (Addison); the ? may be merely 
hiatus-filling ; but perh. modelled on despot- 
ism; hence F. égotisme. So e-golisT, e*gotistT. 
XVIII. 


L.; cf. FLUx. efflu:xion. xvii (Bacon, Sir T. 
Browne). — (O)F. or late L. 


effort e: foit putting forth of power. xv 
(Caxton). - (O)F. effort, earlier esforz nom., 
f. esforcier (mod. efforcer) = Pr. esforzar, It. 
sforzare, Sp. esforzar :- Rom. *exfortidre, 
f. L. ex EF--+-fortis strong (see FORCE). 


effrontery ifra'ntəri shameless audacity, 
XVIII. ~ F. effronterie, f. effronté shameless, 
impudent, OF. esfronté = It. sfrontato :- 
Rom. *exfrontátus, f. *exfróns, for late L. 
effróns barefaced, f. ex EF- --fróns forehead ; 
See FRONT, -ERY. 


effulgent éfa‘ldzent gleaming forth. xvii. 
~ L. effulgent-, -éns, prp. of effulgére ; see EF-, 
FULGENT. So effu'lgence. xvir (Milton). 
= late L, 


effusion éfjü:zon pouring out or forth, 
shedding (of blood). xv. -(O)F. effusion 
- L. effüsió(n-), £f. effüs-, effundere; see Er-, 
FUSION. So effu:nd (now rare). xv; effu-se. 
xvi pour forth, effu-sivz. xvir. 


egregious igri-dziss eminent; gross, fla- 
grant. xvi. f. L. égregius surpassing, illus- 
trious, f. é out of (Ex-!) + greg-, grex flock 
(cf. CONGREGATE, GREGARIOUS) ; see -1OUS. 


egress i-gres going out, issuing. xvi. -L. 
égressus, f. égress-, pp. stem of Zgredi, f. & 
EX-!-++ gradi step (cf. GRADIENT). 


egret i'gret white heron. xv. —- AN. egrette, 
(O)F. aigrette — Pr. aigreta, f. stem of aigron, 
corr. to (O)F. héron HERON ; see -ET. 


eh ei, dial. ë also spelt eigh, Sc. and north. 
Eng. int. of wonder, doubt, or the like :~ 
north. ME. d, AH — south. ME. ó on. xvi. 
Cf. ON. d. Q Two interrog. uses are wide- 
spread: (i) appended to an inquiry, ‘Is it 
so?’, ‘What do you think? xvm; (ii) in 
brusque or rude speech, asking for a repeti- 
tion of a statement, as an answer to a call, 
etc., "What did you say?’. The origin and 
history of these uses are not clear; they were 
earlier expressed by ha?, e.g. Sh. ‘Mer. V.’ 
I! v 44, ‘Wint.’ r ii 270. 
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EIDER-DOWN 


eider-down ai‘do1daun down from the 
breast of the ei-der-duck, Somateria mol- 
lissima. xvuir. —Icel. (ON.) æðr, g. æðar 
arÓar in edarfugl eider-duck, (Icel.) eóar- 
dán (see DOWN?); from Icel. are also Sw. 
ejder (gás), ~dun, Da. eder(fugl), -duun, Du. 
eider (-eend, -gans), -dons, G. eider (-ente, 
-gans, -vogel), -daunen, -dunen, whence F. 
édredon. 


eidolon aidou:lon unsubstantial image. XIX 
(Carlyle). Gr. eídólon 1por. 

eight eit 8, viii. OE. ehta (eahta, ahta) = 
OF ris. achta, acht(e), OS., OHG. ahto (Du., 
G. acht), ON. dtta, Goth. ahtau :- CGerm. 
*axtó :- IE. *okto, whence also L. octo, Gr. 
októ, (O)Ir. ocht, W. wyth, Lith. astuon, 
Skr. astdu, Av. asta. So eighteen eiti-n, 
ertin OE. e(a)htaténe, corr. to OFris. 
achtatine, OS. ahtotian (Du. achttien), OHG. 
ahtozehan (G. achtzehn), ON. dttjdn; see 
-TEEN. eighteenTH? (stress variable). ME. 
e5tetenpe, repl. OE. e(a)htotéopa ; cf. OFris. 
achtatinda, achtendesta, achtiensta, ON. 
dttjdndi. eightH? ecitp, (formerly eight) 
OE. e(a)htopa == OFris. achte, OHG. ahtodo 
(G. achte) :- Germ. *ayto:pan, Y. *ayxtó: 
see -TH?; OS. ahtodo, Goth. ahtuda repr. 
*a:xtoüan; OfFris. achtunda, ON. dttundi 
have forms with » on the analogy of SEVENTH. 
ei ghtieTH!. eighty eiti ME. e5teti, repl. 
OE. hunde(a)htatig; cf. OF ris. acitich; see 
HUNDRED and -TY!. 


eirenicon aiorrnikon proposal for peace. 
XIX (Pusey). — Gr. eirénikón, n. sg. of eiré- 
nikós, f. eirénà peace ; see -IC. 


eisteddfod eiste:Óvod congress of Welsh 
bards. xix. W., 'session', f. eistedd sit, for 
*eitsedd, for the second syll. of which see 
SEAT, SET, SIT. 


either ai'óor, rÓor each of the two OE.; 

one or other of the two XIII; adv. intro- 
ducing alternatives xiV. OE. &gber, contr. 
form of &g(e)nwaper — OFris. éder, MLG., 
MDu. ed(d)er (as adv.), OHG. eogihwedar 
(MHG. tegeweder) :- Germ. phr. *aiwo 
gixwaparaz, i.e. “ever each of two’; see AY, 
WHETHER, and cf. EACH. 


ejaculate idgæ'kjůleit eject (fluid) xvi; 
utter suddenly xvii. f. pp. stem of éjaculari, 
f, é2-+jaculdri dart, f. jaculum dart, javelin, 
f. jacere throw, rel. to Gr. hiénai send, 
throw, utter; see -ATE*. So ejacula-TION. 
XVII. 


eject idse'kt throw out, expel xv. f. 
eject-, pp. stem of L. e(j)icere, f. à E- -Jacere 
(see prec.). eject i'd3ekt sb. (philos.) 1878 
(W. K. Clifford). = L. &jectum, n. ppl., after 
object, subject. So eje'CTION. XV; -L. 
eje-ctMENT. XVI; in legal AN. ejectement. 

eke! ik also OE. éc, éac = OFris. ak, OS. 
ók (Du. ook), OHG. ouh (G. auch), ON., 
Goth. auk; referred by some to IE. *au 
again 4- *ge, emphatic particle (cf. Gr. ad ge 
again ; and L. autem moreover, aut or, Skr. 
u, utd and, but, also), by others to EKE? (cf. 
OE. tó éacan in addition, besides). 


ELATER 


eke? ik (dial) augment xir; (with out) sup- 
plement, prolong xvi. OE. *éacan (implied 
in éacen, pp. increased, strong, pregnant; cf. 
eacian intr. increase) = OFris. dka, OS. 
okian, ON. auka, Goth. aukan, rel. to L. 
augére increase, Gr. atikhein, Lith. dugu I 
grow, f. base *aug- (cf. Skr. djas strength, 
ugrás powerful, and wax"). The OE. sb. 
éaca increase = OFris. dka, ON. auki, may 
have been partly the source of the ME. vb. 
See also NICKNAME. 


-el' (59)) repr. OE. -el, -ela, -ele :- Germ. 
*-ilaz, *-ilon, *-ilón, usu. retained as -LE!, 
but the old form survives in hatchel, kernel. 


=el? (5) repr. OF. -el (mod. -eau) :- L. 
-ellu-s, -ella (see libel, novel, satchel, tunnel). 


elaborate ilze:borot (produced by labour 
XVI; highly or minutely finished xvii. - L. 
élaboradtus, pp. of élabdérdre, f. é E-+ labor 
LABOUR. So ela-borate -eit produce by 
labour; give finish to, xvi1. See -ATE? and °. 
So elabora: TION. xv (first in physiol. and 
chem.). - L. (whence in F.). ela-bora-tonvy 
(arch.) laboratory. xvii (Evelyn). 


elzo- ilou comb. form of Gr. élaion OIL. 


élan «eilá, |elà ardour, impetuosity. xix. 
F., f. élancer cast or launch forth, f. é- Ex-! 4- 
lancer LAUNCH. 


eland i-land S. African antelope. XVIII. 
— $8. Afr. use of Du. eland elk ~ G. elend 
(more fully elentier) - Lith. éimis — OSI. 
jeleni stag, rel. to lani hind (:- *olnia), Gr. 
ellés fawn (:— *elnds), élaphos stag (t= 
*elnbhos), W. elain, pl. elanedd, hind, fawn. 
Animal names on the same base (IE. *oln-, 
*eln-) are widespread, appearing also in 
ELK. F.élan (- G.) was repr. in Eng. by elan 
(xvi Hakluyt to xix) and ellan (xvir), G 
elend by ellend (xvit). 


elapse ile:ps (of time) pass away. XVII. f. 
élaps-, pp. stem of L. éldbi slip away; see 
E- and LAPSE. 


elastic ila-stik torig. applied to the 'impul- 
sive force’ of the atmosphere ; spontaneously 
resuming its normal bulk after contrac- 
tion, etc. XVII. —- modL. elastzcus (in virtus 
elastica, of the atmosphere, Pecquet's ‘Dis- 
sertatio Anatomica’, 1651) - Gr. elastikós 
propulsive, impulsive, f. *elaf-, stem of 
elaiínein drive. Cf. F. élastique. Hence elas- 
ti:riciTY el., il-, ileesti/siti. XVII. 


elate ilert Televate xvr; (chiefly in pp.) 
Tencourage; puff up xvii. f. élát-, stem of 
pp. of L. efferre, f. ex EF-+ ferre BEAR?. The 
L. pp. éldtus was anglicized as elate (xvi), 
but had been adopted earlier, through OF. 
elat proud xiv (Ch.); see -aTE? and ?. So 
ela‘'TION. xiv (Ch. - OF. elacion and 
(later) its source L. élati6. 


elater e'lotor  Telasticity xvii; skipjack 
beetle (Linnzus); (bot.) elastic spiral fila- 
ment XIX. mod. L. (Pecquet; cf. ELASTIC). 
~ Gr. elatér driver, £. *ela;-, elatinein drive. 
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ELBOW 


elbow e:lbou bend of the arm. OE. el(n)- 


boga = MDu. elleboghe (Du. elleboog), 
OHG. elinbogo (G. eilenbogen), ON. oinbogi 
:- CGerm. (exc. Goth.) *alinobogon, f. 
*alind arm (cf. ELL)+ *bogon Bow}, 


eld eld (arch.) age. OE. (Anglian) eldu, 
(WS.) ieldu = OF ris. elde, OS. eldit, OHG. 
elti, ON. elli :— CGerm. (exc. Goth.) *a/pi, 
f. *albaz OLD. 


elder! e-ldo1 the tree Sambucus nigra. OE. 
ellærn, ME. eller, eldre, corr. to MLG. 
ellern, elderne, elhorn, alhorn, prob. orig. an 
adj. formation like (O)HG. ahorn maple 
(corr. to L. acernus of maple). 


elder? e:ddor, eldest e:ldist compar. and 
superl. of oLD. OE. eldra, -e (ieldra, -e) = 
OFris. alder, elder, OS. aldira, OHG. altiro, 
eltiro (G. älter), ON. ellri, Goth. alpiza :—- 
CGerm. *alpizon, f. *albaz OLD; see -ER?. 
OE. eidest (ieldest) — OFrtris. eldest, OHG. 
altist (G. áltest), ON. ellztr, Goth. alpista 
:- CGerm. *alpistaz ; see -EST. As sb. elder 
was used in OE. and later for 'parent, 
ancestor’, from c. 1200 for ‘one’s senior’ or 
‘superior in age’, from xIv (Wycl. Bible) 
rendering L. senior and senatus, by ‘Tindale 
used to tr. IN. T. Gr. vpeoflórepos PRESBYTER 
(cf. PRIEST) ; in the Presbyterian and other 
bodies, title of an office believed to corr. to 
that of elder in the apostolic church. 


eldorado eldóra:dou EI Dorado name of a 
fictitious place in S. America abounding in 
gold xvi (Ralegh); fig. source of boundless 
wealth xix. Sp., el the, dorado, pp. of dorar 
gild = F. dorer :- Rom. *deauráre, f. dé 
DE-(3) -- aurum gold. 

eldritch e:ldrit{ pert. to elves or fairies; 
weird, unnatural. xvi (Douglas, Dunbar). 
Of Sc. origin; poss. from attrib. use of OE. 
*2/f., *elfrice ‘fairy realm’ (see ELF, RICH); 
early forms were elri(s)ch, -reche, -rage, with 
occas. elphrish ; eldritch appears to have been 
established by Burns. 


elecampane elikemperin composite plant, 
Inula Helenium. xiv. ult. -medL. enula 
campana, i.e. enula for L. inula (medL. vars. 
are eina, elena ; cf. OE. eolone, elene — *iluna 
for znula) - Gr. helénton, and campana prob. 
of the fields (cf. CHAMPAIGN). €] The medL, 
forms enula, elena, ala are repr. by It. enola, 
-ula, (Della, OF. eaune, (i)alne, F. aunée, 
Sp., Pg. ala, MLG., MDu., (O)HG. alant. 


elect ile'kt picked out, chosen, select xv; 
(theol.) xvr; chosen for an office (but not 
yet installed) xvir. = L. electus, pp. of 
éligere, f. e- Ex-!+ legere choose (cf. LEGION). 
Preceded by elite (Trevisa), elyte (Wyntoun) 
~(O)F. élit-e (see ÉLITE). So ele'ct vb. 
choose, esp. by vote, xv. f. corr. pp. stem. 
ele-cTION choosing, choice. xiir (with ref. 
to representative bodies xvir). -= (O)F. 
élection — L. électió(n-) ; hence electionzE-R} 
(first in vbl. sb.) xvii (Jefferson, Burke). 
ele-ctivz.. xvi (once xv) - (O)F. électif, 
-ive ~ late L. ele:ctogR?, one who has the 
right to vote Xv (prince of the Holy Roman 


ELEGY 


Empire, Kurfürst, entitled to elect the Em- 
peror xvi) - (OJF. électeur, L. elector; 
hence electoral’, xvii (of a German 
Elector; cf. F. altesse électorale). ele:ctor- 
ATE!, XVII; after F. électorat. 

electric, -ical ile'ktrik, -ikl pert. to electri- 
city. xvii (Sir T. Browne, Newton). - modL. 
électricus (W. Gilbert, ‘De Magnete’, 1600), 
f. L. électrum—Gr. élektron amber; see 
-Ic, -ICAL. Hence electrician eliktri-fon 
one skilled in electricity. xvu (Franklin). 
electricity eléktri-siti, ilek- distinctive pro- 
perty of amber, etc., when excited by fric- 
tion, of attracting bodies near them, (hence) 
this state of excitation, and the cause of 
this phenomenon (formerly regarded as a 
fluid). xvir (Sir T. Browne). ele-ctriry, 
ele:ctriricA: TION. xviii (Franklin). 

electro-  ile:ktrou, ilektro comb. form 
of Gr. élektron amber, used in the sense 
‘electricity’, ‘electric’, as in electro: METER 
(xvii1) ; electro-dyna’mic, electro-lysis, electro- 
magnet, -magnetical (Faraday), -PLATE 
(vb.), -type. 

electrocution ilektrókjü:[on execution by 
electricity. 1890. Alteration, after prec., of 
telectricution (1889), £. electri|cal exe|cution 
(1888); hence by back-formation Tele'ctri- 
cute, ele:ctrocute, which was preceded by 
ele-ctrize (1886). 


electrode ile-ktroud one of the poles by 
which electricity is conducted. xix (Fara- 
day). f. ELECTRIC - Gr. hodds way ; cf. anode, 
cathode. 


electron ile-ktron (phys.) smallest supposed 
component of matter, carrying a negative 
charge of electricity. 1891 (applied by G. J. 
Stoney to the unit of electric charge). f. 
ELECTRIC 4- -on of anion, cation, ion. Hence 
electro-nic, -Ics. 

electuary ile:'ktjuori medicinal conserve or 
paste. xIV. -late L. électuárium, prob. 
altered deriv. of synon. Gr. ekleiktón, f. 
eRleikhein LICK up (cf. L. ecligma, Pliny 
—- Gr. ékleigma) ; see EX-?. Aphetic tHectuary. 
eleemosynary e'liimo'sinori, -mo'z- pert. 
to (the nature of) alms. xvii. - medL. 
eleémosynárius, f. ChrL. eleemosyna ALMS; 
see -ARY. 


elegant eligant tastefully ornate, refined 
and graceful, ‘pleasing by minuter beauties’ 
(J.) xvi. -(O)F. élégant or L. élegant-, 
-àns, of the form of a prp. of *élegáre, rel. 
to éligere select, ELECT. 'l'he etymol. sense 
is ‘choosing carefully’; the early sense in L. 
was ‘fastidious, dainty’, the later ‘choice, 
tastefuľ. So elegance. xvi. ~ F.- L. 

elegy e'lidzi song of lamentation; poem in 
elegiac metre. xvi. — F. élégie- L. elegia 
~ Gr. elegeiã (sb. use of adj., sc. õidé ode), 
f, élegos perh. orig. a flute-song, of alien 
origin; see -Y?. So elegiac elid3arzk pert. 
toelegy, written or writing in a metre consist- 
ing of alternate hexameters and pentameters. 
xvi. < F. élégiaque —late L. elegiacus - Gr. ele- 
geiakds, f. elegeid, elegeton (sc. métron metre). 
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ELEMENT 


en 


element e:imont one of the four consti- 


tuents of the universe (earth, water, air, fire) | 


xiii (whence ult. the use in mod. chem. by 


Davy xiX); constituent portion; pl. rudi- © 
ments XIV. —(OJ)F. élément — L. elementum : 
esp. pl. principles, rudiments, letters of the ' 
alphabet, used to tr. Gr. stoikhefom step, . 


ground, base, element, etc., f. stofkhos row, 
rank. Hence eleme: ntai!|. xv. So ele- 
me'ntaARY. XVII (earlier elementare X1V, -air 
XVI) — L. elementárzus, whence F. élémentaire. 


elemi elimi stimulant resin. xvi. In full 
gum elimi, modL. gummi elimi, prob. of 
Oriental origin. So F. élémi, Sp. elemi. 


elenchus ile:gkos form of syllogism in 
refutation. XVII (earlier in anglicized form 
elynch xv, elench xvi). L.-Gr. élegkhos 
argument of disproof or refutation. 


elephant e‘lifant huge pachydermatous 
quadruped with a trunk. xur. ME. olifaunt, 
-ont, -unt, later (XIV) withassim. to L., elifant, 
etc. — OF. olifant, elefant (mod. éléphant) 
= Pr, olifan — Rom. *olifantu-s (cf. MDu. 
olfant, Du. olifant, W. oliffant, Breton oli- 
fant, Cornish oliphans, OE. olfend camel), 
alteration of L. elephantus, -phans (whence 
OE. elpend) = Gr. elephant-, eléphás ivory, 
elephant, prob. of alien origin. So e-Je- 
phantiasis -arosis skin disease resembling 
an elephants hide. xvr. elephant-iwE! 
-Ææ'ntəin. XVIL = L.- Gr. 


Eleusinian cljusi-nion pert. to Eleusis in 
Attica. XVII (E. mysteries, Milton). f. L. 
Eleusinius + Gr. Eleusínios, f. Eleusís; see 
“IAN. 


elevate evliveit lift or raise up. xv. f. pp. 
stem of L. elevare, f. é EX-! -- levare lighten, 
raise, rel. to levis LIGHT?. The pp. felevate 
was earlier. xiv (Ch.) ; see -ATE?, So eleva:- 
TION. XIV (astron.,, Ch.) -—(O)F. or L. 
e:levATOR muscle that raises XVII ; machine 
for raising objects XIX. 


eleven ilevn rr, xi. OE. endleofon, -lufon, 
ellefne, ME. endleven(e), elleven(e) — Otis. 
andlova, elleva, al-, elvene, OS. elleban, 
OHG. einlif (Du., G. elf), ON. ellifu, Goth. 
ainlif :- CGerm. *ainlif-, f. *ainaz ONE-- 
*/if- (appearing also in TWELVE), quasi ‘one 
left (over ten)’, plausibly referred to IE. *liq- 
LEAVE’, and connected with -lika, the suffix 
of Lith. numerals 11-19, vienud-, dvy-, try- 


lika, etc. Hence ele'venTH?, a new forma- : 
tion (xIv), superseding OE. endleofepa, itself : 


a new formation on endleofon, superseding 
previous endlyfta, zllefta = OFris. andlofta, 


ellefta, OS. ellifto, OHG. einlifto (Du. elfde, | 


G. elfte), ON. ellifti += CGerm. (exc. Goth.) 


*ainlifton. 


elf elf dwarf supernatural being OE.; 
tricksy or mischievous creature xvi. OE. 
elf (as in g. pl. dun|elfa mountain-nymphs, 
Castalides), non-WS5. var. of *ielf, late yif 
(recorded in pl. y/fe ‘Beowulf’ 112, ylfa ge- 
sceot disease attributed to evil spirits, dial. 
elfshot xvii, north. azfshots) = MDu. elf 


ELL 


(whence Sw. elf, Da. elv), beside MHG. 
elbe fem. :- *albiz, parallel to *albaz, whence 
OE. ælf (ME. pl. alven) = OS., MLG. alf, 
MHG. alp (G. alp nightmare; elf is from 
Eng.), ON. difr (whence in part Eng. dial. 
aulf, awf and touph, oaF xvu1), and *aléinnja-, 
whence OE. *ielfen, elfen, coll. sg. fem. 
nymphs, in comps. as wudulelfen Dryads, 
s&,elfen Naiads; poss. rel. to Skr. rbhiis 
name of three semi-divine artificers. Hence 
e-lfin adj. xvi (Spenser), poss. suggested by 
ME. elevene, g. pl. of elf, and infl. by Elphin, 
a character of Arthurian romance. e'IfIsH+. 
xvi. e'lvisH!',. xiv (Ch.). 


elicit élrsit draw forth or out. XVII. f. 
élicit-, pp. stem of L. élicere draw forth by 
trickery or magic, f. € E-+dacere deceive, 
rel. to /ax deceit (cf. DELICIOUS), 


elide ilard ‘annihilate; (leg.) annul xvi; 
omit in pronunciation XVIII. = L. élidere 
crush out, f. €+ ledere dash (cf. LESION). So 
elisioN il3on suppression of a sound or 
syllable. xvi. — late L. éizsió(n-), f. élis-, pp. 
stem of élidere. 


eligible e:lid3ibl fit to be chosen. xv. =F. 
éligible — late L. eligibilis, f. eligere choose ; 
see ELECT, -IBLE. Hence e:ligibi-Jrry. XVII. 


eliminate élimineit expel, get rid of. xvi. f. 
pp. stem of L. élimindre thrust out of doors, 
expel, f. é EX-l i-Imin-, limen threshold ; see 
LIMINAL, -ATE?. Hence elimina-TION. XVII. 


élite eilrt the pick (of). xviir. F., sb. use of 
fem. of pp. télit, Țeslit of élire, Teslire — Pr. 
eslire :- Rom. *exlegere, for L. éligere ELECT. 


elixir élitksar alchemist’s preparation for 
changing metals to gold or prolonging life. 
XIV (Ch). - medL. elixir (Roger Bacon) 
— Arab. aliksir, perh. f. al AL-?-1- Gr. xeríon 
desiccative powder for wounds, f. xérós dry. 
Cf. F. élixir, Sp. elixir, It. elissire. 


elk elk large animal of the deer kind, Alces 
malchis. xv (Bk. St. Albans). prob, repr. 
OE. elh, eolh, with k for xy as in dial. dwerk 
(OE. dweorh) DWARF, fark (OE. fearh) 
FARROW, felk (OE. felh) FELLOE, selk (OE. 
seolh) SEAL, OE, had also éola (:- *eolha), 
cogn, with OHG. elaho (G. elch), repr. IE. 
*elk-, beside *olkis, whence Germ. *alziz 
(ON. elgr, Sw. dlg) and CSlav. *olst (Russ. 
los’, OPol. fos elk); cf. L. alcés pl. (Caesar) 
and Gr. dikë (Pausanias), which are perh. 
— Germ. See also ELAND. 


: ell el measure of length (in England 45 


inches), OE, eln = OFris. (Delne, MDu. 
elne, elle (Du. el), OHG. elina (G. elle), ON. 
ọln (aln-) cubit, ell, forearm, Goth. aleina 
(for *alina) cubit += CGerm. *alinā (whence 
F. aune, OSp., It. alna, medL. alena), orig. 
‘arm’, ‘forearm’ ; ; cogn. with L, ULNA (i= 
*olend), Gr. óléne, olér, éllon ELBOW, Arm. 
ofn spine, Olr., u(i)len, W. clin, oir. aratnís, 
Av. araÜna- elbow, and further to Slav. */ak- 
(cf. Russ. /ékot’, elbow, cubit, ell). For i 
from In cf. kill, KILN, MILL, 
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ELLIPSE 





ellipse ilitps regular oval figure; (math.) 
conic section so called, acc. to Apollonius 
of Perga, because the square on the ordinate 
is equal to a rectangle whose height is equal 
to the abscissa and whose base lies along the 
latus rectum but falls short of it (€AAeézet). 
XVIII; (gram.) ellipsis xix. = F. ellipse = L. 
ellipsis — Gr. élleipsts ELLIPSIS. Hence elli-p- 
SOID. XVIII. 


ellipsis ili:psis Tellipse xvr; (gram.) omis- 
sion of words supposed to be essential to the 
complete form of a sentence XVIIL -= L. 
ellipsis (Quintilian) - Gr. éllezpsis defect, 
ellipse (conic section), grammatical ellipsis, 
f. elleípein leave out, fall short, fail, f. en IN + 
letpein leave (see LoAN). So elli-ptic xvii; 
elli:pticaL pert. to an ellipse xvii (Hobbes); 
(gram.) xvi (Lowth). — Gr. elleiptikds 
(chiefly gram.) defective. 


elm elm tree ofthe genus Ulmus. OE. elm, 
corr. to MLG., OHG. elm(boum), elmo 
(MHG. elme, ilme, G. dial. ilm), and, with 
vowel variation, ON. dimr (Sw., Norw. alm), 
L. ulmus (whence OE. ulmitrēow, occas. 
ME., early modEng. ulm, MHG., G. ulme, 
tulm|boum, and MDu. olme, Du. olm, 
through OF. olme = It. olmo :- L.), Mlr. 
lem (Ir. leamh), Gael. leamhan, W. llwyf; a 
tree name of WEur. extent. 


elocution elókjü:[on literary or oratorical 
style xv (Lydg.); oral utterance or delivery 
XVII. ~= L. elocütió(n-), f. élocüt-, pp. stem of 
éloqui; see ELOQUENCE, -TION. Cf. F. élocu- 
tion (XVI). 


éloge eirloug encomium XVI; funeral ora- 
tion. XVII. = F. —- L. elogium short saying 
or formula, epitaph, altered - Gr. elegefon 
ELEGY, initial e being replaced by e E- and 
-leg- by the -log- of EULocy. @ The L. 
elogium (XVI) and the anglicized elogy (XVII) 
were formerly in use. 


Elohist elou:hist any of the authors of 
those parts of the Hexateuch in which 
Elohim is used as the name of God instead 
of Tahveh. xix. f. Elohim (pl, perh. of 
majesty), one of the Heb. names of God or 
of the gods, of unkn. origin; see -IST. 


eloi(g)n élorn (spec. leg.) remove. xvi. 
— OF. eslozgnier (mod. éloigner) = Rom. 
*exlongidre, for late L. élongdre (see next). 


elongate ilopgeit A. Tremove xvI (pp. xv); 
t+depart xvi11; B. lengthen xvi. f. pp. stem of 
late L. élongare remove, withdraw, prolong, 
orig. f. e E- - ongé far off, but later taken as 
if f. ¿+ longus LONG, i.e. ‘lengthen out’. So 
elonga-TION. xıv (Ch., in astron. sense). 
~ late L. 


elope ilouyp (of woman) run away from 

husband or home. xvit. — AN. aloper, perh. 
f. ME. *alope(n), pp. of *alepe run away, 
f. A~®-++LEAP; cf. MDu. ontlépen, G. ent- 
laufen run away. Hence elo-peMENT. XVII; 
cf. AN. alopement. 


EMACIATE 


eloquent e'ləkwənt fervent and powerful 
in the use of language. xıv (Gower). —(O)F. 
éloquent — L. eloquent-, -éns, prp. of éloqui 
speak out, f. à EX- -- loqui speak; see Locu- 
TION, -ENT. So e‘loquENce. xiv (Wycl. 
Bible). - (O)F. - L. 

elpasolite elpz'solait (min.) native fluoride 
of potassium, aluminium, and sodium. XIX. 
f. El Paso county, Colorado, U.S.A.-I- -LrTE. 


else els (with pron.) other; otherwise, if 
not. OE. elles = OF ris. elles, -is, MDu. el, 
OHG. elles, alles, OSw. äljes (Sw. eljest), 
g. sg., corr. to Goth. aljis, of CGerm. 
*aljaz, cogn. with L. alius, Gr. dllos 
(cf. ALIEN). Hence elsewHneERrRE. OE. elles 
hwér = MDu. elswaer. te'lsewise other- 
wise. XVI (Udall, Coverdale). 


elucidate élJi-:sideit make lucid. xvr. f. 
pp. stem of late L. (Vulg.) élücidáre, f. 6 
EX-l -- lücidus LUCID; see -ATE* elu- 
cidA'TION. XVI. 


elude ilja-d tdelude, baffle xv1; slip away 
from xvir. = L. ëlūdere, f. & ex'-+lidere 
play (cf. LUD1iCROUS). So elu'sioN Tdecep- 
tion XVI; evasion XVII. f. L. élüs-, eludere. 
elu’SIVE. XVIII. 


elvan elvan in Cornwall, intrusive rock of 
igneous origin. XVIII. Said to be Corn. 
elven spark, the rock being so hard as to 
strike fire. 


elver e'lvər young eel. xvir. Var. of eelvare 
(xv1), south. form of eelfare brood of young 
eels, f. EEL4-FARE, i.e. passage of (young) 
eels up a river. 


Elysium  iliziom state or abode of the 
blessed dead. xvi. L.- Gr. Elysion (sc. 
pedíon plain). Hence Ely:siaN. xvi (Elisian 
fieldes, Spenser; tr. L. Elysii campi, Virgil). 


elytron e'litron pl. elytra (zool.) outer wing- 
case. XVII (Goldsmith). — Gr. élytron 
sheath, rel. to eilúein envelop, L. volvere 
roll (cf. VOLUTE, REVOLVE). 


Elzevir e-lziviex name (Elzevier, Els-, 
latinized Elzevirius) of a family of printers 
(1592-1680) at Amsterdam, The Hague, 
Leyden, and Utrecht; transf. a book printed 
by one of them. XVIII. 


em em name of the letter M; (typogr.) 

square of the body of a type, orig. of the 
type m, used as a unit of measuring the 
amount of printed matter. XIX; attrib. in 
em quad, em rule. C£. EN. 


'em om orig. unstressed var. of hem (OE. 
heom), d. and acc. pl. of the 3rd pers. pron. 
HE! ; later felt as a clipped form of THEM. XII 
(in ME. sometimes tacked on to a vb., as 
torndem turned them). 


em-! form of EN-! before b, p, m; cf. 1M-!. 
em-? form of EN-? before b, 5, m. 


emaciate émei‘fieit make lean. xvii. f. 
pp. stem of L. émacidre, f. ë E- + maciës lean- 
ness; see MACERATE, MEAGRE, -ATE?. 
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EMANATE 


emanate e:moneit flow forth, issue. xv. 
f. pp. stem of L. émánáàre, f. & E-1 --mánáre 
flow. 5o emana' TION. xvi. — late L. 


emancipate imæ'nsipeit set free, orig. 
from the patria potestas. XVII. f. pp. stem 
of L. émancipáre, f. ë E-l- mancipium; see 
MANCIPLE, -ATE?, So emancipa TION. 


emasculate ima:skjileit deprive of virility. 
XVII. f. pp. stem of L. émasculdre castrate, 
f. é E-! - masculus MALE ; see -ATE?, 


embalm émba'm impregnate a dead body 

with spices. xil! (Cursor M.). ME. em- 
baume — (O)F. embaumer, f. en EM-!+ baume 
BALM. 


embankment émbz:nkment bank for con- 
fining a watercourse XVIII ; raised bank for 
carrying a road xix. f. embank (xvii) enclose 
with banks, f. EM-!-+ earlier synon. bank vb. ; 
see BANK?, ~MENT. 


embar ėmbä'r debar; enclose within bars; 
oppose a barrier to. xv. — (O)F. embarrer = 
It. imbarrare, Pr., Sp. embarrar; see EM-1, 
BAR. 


embargo émba‘zgou prohibitory order on 
the passage of ships; suspension of com- 
merce, etc. XVI (inbargo). — Sp. embargo, 
f. embargar arrest, Ympede :- Rom. *imbarri- 
care, Í. L. in IM-!, EM-1-- barra BAR. 


embark émbàuk put on board. xvi. =F. 
embarquer, f. en EM-'+ barque BARK!; cf. 
Pr., Sp. embarcar, It. imbarcare. 


embarrass eémbz:ras hamper, perplex. 
xvit. =F. embarrasser (Montaigne) — Sp. 
embarazar -- It. imbarazzare, f. imbarrare 
EMBAR. So emba:rras sb. F., f. the vb. ; 
now only as F. 


embassy e:mbosi function or office of an 

ambassador; Tmessage of an ambassador 
XVI; body of persons sent as ambassadors 
xvii. In early use also inbase (rare), ambassy. 
~ OF. ambassée, -axée, -asée, corr. to Pr. 
ambaissada, OSp. ambaxada, It. ambasciata, 
medL. ambasc(i)ata (f. Rom. *ambactiáre ; 
see AMBASSADOR); see -Y5. @ Preceded by 
Tambass(1)at, -(2)ad, -axade, em- (xv) - (O)F. 
ambassade, -axade- OSp.; and  Tem-, 
ambassage (XVI, Latimer), perh. based on 
ambassade with ending assim. to message. 


embattle! émbz'tl set in battle array. xiv 
(Gower). ~ OF. embataillier, f. en EM-*!4- 
bataille BATTLE. 


embattle? émbz:'tl furnish with battle- 
ments. XIV. f. EM-!4- OF. bataillier (see 
BATTLEMENT). 


embay émbei: enclose in or as in a bay. 
XVI. f. EM-!-- BAY!. 


embed, (chiefly U.S.) imbed émbe-d fix 





firmly in a surrounding mass. xvin. f. 
EM-1, IM-1-- BED. 
embellish  émbe-if beautify. xiv. f. 


lengthened stem of (O)F. embellir, f. en- 
EM-!-++bel beautiful; see BEAU, -1su?., Hence 
embe'llishmENT. xvir. -(O)F. 


EMBOSS 


ember c:mbor live coal. OE. &myrge, 

&merge = MLG. mere, OHG. eimuria pyre 
(MHG. eimere), ON. eimyrja (Da. emmer, 
Sw. mörja) embers :—- Germ. *aimuzjön, 
held to be rel. to OE. am branding-iron, 
ON. eimi, eimr steam, vapour, ím dust, 
ashes. @ For intrusive b cf. slumber. 


Ember Day e:mbazi dei (eccl.) any of the 
three days (Wednesday, Friday, Saturday 
of the same week) occurring at the four 
seasons (ecclL. quatuor tempora) in the year 
at which ordinations take place. Late OE. 
ymbrendagas pl., beside ymbrenwice (-week), 
ymbrenfasten (-fast); the first el. is OE. 
ymbren (sg. and pl.), which may be an altera- 
tion of ymbryne period, revolution of time, 
f. ymb about, around (rel. to L. amb-, Gr. 
amphi; cf. AMPHI-)d-zyne course (f. *run- 
RUN); but the possibility that it 1s based 
partly on quatuor tempora is suggested by 
the form of G. quatember. Ų ON. imbru- 
(dagar), OSw. ymber(dagar) are - OE. ; OSw. 
had also tamperdagar. 


ember-goose e'mboigüs northern diver 
or loon. xvii. - Norw. emmer|gaas; cf. 
Icel. himbrimi, earlier hi mbrin, and Faeroese 
imbrim. 
embezzle émbe:zl tmake away with xv; 
Timpair; divert wrongfully to one's own 
use XVI. — AN. enbesiler, f. en EN-!+ besiler 
in same sense (whence Eng. bezzle Tplunder, 
destroy xv, dial. ‘put away’ food or drink 
xvil) — OF. besillier, Pr. besillar maltreat, 
ravage, destroy, of unkn. origin; through 
the var. forms tmbezill, imbecill, assoc. in XVI 
with L. imbecilldre weaken (see IMBECILE). 





embitter émbitoz make bitter. xvir. f. 


EM-!+ BITTER. 


emblem e-mblim fallegorical picture xv 
(Lydg.); symbolical representation, figured 
object with symbolic meaning XVIIL. ~ L. 
embléma inlaid work, raised ornament ~ Gr. 
émbléma (-at-) insertion, f. emblé-, embdllein 
throw in, insert, f. en EN-?-- bállein throw 
(cf. BALLISTA). Hence emblema‘tic(AL). 
XVII; after F. emblématique (Rabelais). 


embody (formerly im-) émbo:di put into 
a body xvi ; give a body to; incorporate XVII. 
f, EM-!+ Bopy, after L. incorpordre INCOR- 
PORATE. 


embolism e‘mbalizm intercalation of a 
day or days in a calendar to correct errors 
arising from the difference between the civil 
and the solar year xIv (Trevisa); (path.) 
plugging of a blood-vessel xrx. —late L. 
embolismus ~ Gr. embolismds, f£. embdllein 
throw in, f. en EM-?+ bdllein (see BALLISTA). 


embonpoint 4bipwé plumpness. XVIII. 
F. (xv1), f. phr. en bon point in good condi- 
-ion (see POINT). 


emboss? émbə's mould in relief xiv (Ch.); 
cover with protuberances xv. — OF. *em- 
bocer, imbocer (xv1), embosser (Cotgr.), f. en 
EM-1-+- boce, bosse BOSS*. 
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EMBOSS 


emboss? émbo:s (of a hunted animal) take 

shelter in a wood xiv (Ch.); Tdrive (a hunted 
animal) to extremity xvI (Spenser, Sh.); 
Tpass. be exhausted by running, (hence) 
foam at the mouth xvr (Skelton); (arch.) 
cover with foam xvi (Elyot). -OF. em- 
boscher, var. of embuschier AMBUSH. 








embouchure ábu|ür mouth of a river or 
creek. xvin. F., f. emboucher refl. discharge 
itself by a mouth, f. en EM-'+ bouche mouth 
(cf. BUCCAL); see -URE. 


embowel émbau:3] early syn. of DISEM- 
BOWEL. XVI. — OF. emboweler, alteration (by 
substitution of em- for es-) of esboueler, f. es- 
EX-!-}- bouel BOWEL. 


embrace émbrers clasp in the arms, re- 
ceive gladly xiv; comprise xvi. - OF. 
embracer (mod. embrasser) — Pr. embrassar, 
It. imbracciare :- Rom. *imbracchiare, f. L. 
in 1M-l-Fbracchium arm, pl. bracchia (see 
EM-?, BRACE”). Hence embra:ce sb. xvi 
(Sh.); superseding earlier emrnbra: ceMENT. 
xv (Caxton). — OF. embracement. 


embrangle émbrz:ngl confuse, perplex. 
xvi (Butlers ‘Hudibras’). f. EM-t- 
OED. Brangle v.* 


embrasure émbrei:3a1 opening widening 
from within. xvin. = F. embrasure, f. em- 
braser, varying with ébraser bevel off, slope 
door or window opening from within; of 
unkn. origin; see -URE. 


embrocation embróker[on Tfomentation 
XV; liniment xv. f. medL. embrocüre, f. 
late L. embroc(h)a — Gr. embrokhé lotion, 
f. embrékhein steep, foment, f. en EM-!+ 
brékhein wet (brokhé rain; cf. Lett. merga 
soft rain) :—- *meregh-; see -ATION. 


embroider  émbrordor ornament with 
needlework. xv. Earlier also -bro(u)d-; ex- 
tension of embroude =~ AN. enbrouder 
(Gower), f. en- EM-!-++ brouder, broisder (mod. 
broder) — Pr. broidar — Germ. *brusdan ; the 
form broid- is partly due to blending with 
ME. broiden, pp. of BRAID. embroi-deEry. 
xIv (Gower). ~ AN, enbrouderie. 


embroil émbroil bring into confusion or 
discord. xvii. -- F. embrouiller = It. imbro- 
gliare, Sp. embrollar; see EM-1 and BROIL. 


embryo e-mbriou unborn offspring. XVI 
(varying with embryon, -ion XVI-XVIII). 
= late L. embryo, -io, mistaken form arising 
from taking embryon as a sb. in -ón, -ónis; 
— Gr. émbruon new-born animal, foetus, f. 
en EM-*-+ bruein swell, grow. 


embus émba4:ss put on a bus. xx. f. EM-!4- 
BUS, after ENTRAIN?. 


emend ime-nd correct xv; remove errors 
from (a text) xvni. — L. emendare, f. à E- 4- 
menda fault. So emendarioN imender fon 


improvement XVI; correction of a text XVII. 
- L. 


EMOLLIENT 


emerald e-morald bright green precious 
stone. XIII. ME. emeraude — OF. e(s)me- 
raude (mod. émeraude) = Pr. esmerauda, It. 
smeraldo, Sp. esmeralda *- Rom. *smaralda, 
-0, alteration of L. smaragdus — Gr. smárag- 
dos SMARAGDUS. The sp. with -/d is prob. 
due to It. or Sp. influence in XVI. 


emerge im5-1d3 rise out of a liquid xvi; 
come to light, arise xvi. — L. émergere, f. é 
E--J-mergere dip, MERGE. So eme: rgENCE, 
eme-rgENCY XVII. —medL. eme-rgENT 
xv, eme'rsION XVII. ~= late L. (Jerome). 


emeritus ime'ritəs honourably discharged 
from service. xix. L., pp. of emeréri earn 
(one's discharge) by service, f. é E- 4-meréri 
deserve (see MERIT). 

em(e)rod obs. exc. bibl. var. of HEMORRHOID. 


emery e'məri coarse corundum for polish- 
ing. XV. = F. émeri, émeril, var. of tesmeril 
—- It. smeriglio :- Rom. *smericulum, f. 
medGr. smérí, Gr. smüris polishing powder 
(see SMEAR). 


emetic ime'tik producing vomiting. XVII. 
- Gr. emetikds, f. émetos vomiting, f. emein 
VOMIT ; see -IC. 


émeute em6-t popular rising. x1x (‘Thacke- 
ray). F. :- Rom. *exmovita, sb. use of fem. 
pp. of *exmovére (see EMOTION). 


emigrate e‘migreit remove from one’s 
country. XVIII. f. pp. stem of L. émigràre, 
f. € E--migrüáre MIGRATE. So emigra- TION. 
XVIL ~late L. Cf. F. émigrer, émigration. 


eminent e'minənt conspicuous, signal xv 
lofty, prominent xvI; exalted, distinguished 
XVII. f. prp. stem of L. éminére, poss. rel. to 
méns MOUNT!; see -ENT. So e: minENCE, 
-ENCY. XVII. — L. Cf. F. émünent, -ence. 


emir émio: Arab prince or governor; de- 
scendant of Mohammed. xvii. - F. émir 
= Sp. emir = Arab. amir AMEER. 





emissary e'misəri one sent on a mission 
(often with unfavourable implication). xvii 
(Jonson, “The Staple of News’, 1625, where 
it seems to be a novelty). - L. émissárius 
scout, spy, f. émiss-, pp. stem of emittere 
EMIT ; see -ARY. 


emit imit send forth, issue. xvii (Bacon, 

Sir T. Browne). - L. émittere, f. & E--F 
mittere (see MISSION). So emií'SsION. XVII. 
~ L. (Cf. ADMIT, REMIT, SUBMIT.) 


emmenagogue emi'nogog (agent) having 
the property of exciting the menstrual dis- 
charge. xvin. So ermimenagogic -go:dzik. 
xvil. f. Gr. émména menses (f. en EM?+ 
mén- MONTH) + agdgdés drawing forth, f. 
dgein lead (cf. AGENT). 

emmet emit dial. development of OE. 
&mete ANT ; occurs in Douay Bible, 160g (in 
the form emmote), and in Johnson's Life of 
Pope. 

emollient imo-liont softening. xvii. f. prp. 
stem of L. émollire, f. à £- 4- mollis soft; see 
MOLLIEY, -ENT. 
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EMOLUMENT 


emolument imo-jüment profit or salary 


arising from an office, etc. xv. —(O)F. 
émolument or L. émolumentum, émoli- gain, 
orig. prob. ‘payment to a miller for the grind- 
ing of corn’, f. émolere grind up, f. é k-4- 
molere grind ; see MILL, -MENT. 


emotion imou‘fan ‘agitation, tumult xv1; 


Tphysical disturbance ; disturbance of mind 
or feeling ; affection of the mind, feeling xix. 
Rare before second half of xvtir ; referred to 
by Evelyn, 1665, as a F. word that might be 
profitably adopted. — F. émotion (esmocion 
XVI), f. émouvoir excite, move the feelings 
of (:- Rom. *exmovére; see EX-?, MOVE), 
after mouvoir, motion. Hence emo:tiona.t. 
x1x. So emotive imou:tiv tcausing move- 
ment XVIII (rare); pert. to or expressing 
emotion XIX (early). f. pp. stem emot- of L. 
émovére. See E-, MOVE. 


empanel, im- émpz-nl enrol on a panel. 


XV. — AN. empaneller ; see EM-1, PANEL. 


empathy e:mpopi (psych.) power of under- 


standing things outside ourselves. xx. Ren- 
dering, after Gr. empdtheia, of G. einfiihlung 
(Lipps), f. ein IN*+1- ftihlung FEELING ; see EM-*, 
-PATHY. 


emperor e'mporori sovereign of the un- 


divided Roman Empire, or the Western or 
Eastern Empire; head of the Holy Roman 
Empire; title of sovereignty superior to 
‘king’. xr. ME. emperere, emperour — re- 
spectively OF. emperere, nom. and emperour, 
-eor, Obl. (mod. empereur), semi-pop. = L. 
snperá:tor, imperátó:rem, f. inperáre com- 
mand, f. in 1M-!--paráre PREPARE, contrive, 
rel. to parere bring forth, produce (cf. 
PARENT); see -ORl, 


emphasis e’mfasis intensity of statement 


XVI; intensity of feeling, etc. ; stress or force 
laid upon anything XvI1; prominence XIX. 
= I.. emphasis (Quintilian) meaning implied 
but not directly expressed — Gr. émpAasis 
in same sense, orig. (mere) appearance, f. 
*empha- in emphainein exhibit, f. en EM-?-+ 
phainein show (see PHASE). So emphatic 
émfe'tik strongly expressive. XVIII. 
—late L. emphaticus (cf. F. emphatique, 
Sp., It. enfatico) - Gr. emphatikós. em- 
pha'ricaAL Tallusive, suggestive; strongly 
expressed or expressive. XVI. 


empire e:mpaior imperial territory or rule. 
xii (RGlouc.). - (O)F. empire, earlier empe- 
rie — L. imperium, rel. to imperátor EMPEROR. 


empiric émpirik sb. member of the sect 
of ancient physicians called Empirici)(Dog- 
matici); untrained practitioner, quack XVI; 
adj. xvir (Bacon). — L. enipiricus sb. (Cicero, 
Pliny) — Gr. empeirikós, f. empeiriä experi- 
ence, f. émpeiros skilled, f. en EM-?°+peîra 
trial, experiment (cf. FEAR, PERIL). So 
empi‘ricaL adj. relying or based on experi- 
ment. XVI. Cf. (O)F. emprrique. 


emplacement  émpleismont situation; 
platform for guns. XIX. ~ F. emplacement, f. 
en EM-!-} place PLACE; see -MENT. 


EMULATE 





employ émploi: apply to a purpose xv; use 
the services of xvi. — (O)F. employer - Pr. 
implegar buy, It. impiegare, Sp. emplear, Pg. 
empregar use, spend :- Rom. implicare, for 
L. implicari be involved (in) or attached (to), 
pass. of zmplicàre enfold, involve (see IMPLY). 
Hence employ: sb. xvi. employ:ER!. xvi 
(Sh.). employ:mMent. xvi (Sh.). employé 
üáplwa:jei employed person. XIX. pp. of 
employer used sb.; anglicized employ‘EE 
emplot‘i. x1x (orig. U.S.). 


emporium impo'riom place of commerce, 

mart. xvi. —L. emporium ~ Gr. empdrion, 
f. énporos merchant, f. en EM-?-F *por- (see 
FARE). 


empress e'mpris consort of an emperor. 

xır (Peterborough Chron.). ME. emperice, 
emperesse - OF. emperesse, f. emperere EM- 
PEROR ; see -ESS!. 


empressement áüpre:smá eager cordiality. 
xvIIU (Chesterfield). F., f. empresser urge, 
s'empresser be eager, f. en EM-t- presser 
PRESS. 


emprise emprai'z (arch.) enterprise. XIII 
(Cursor M.). -(OJF. emprise - Pr. em- 
preza, Sp. empresa, It. impresa += Rom. 
*imprénsa, sb. use of pp. fem. of *imprendere 
undertake, f. in EM-1, IM-! + pre(he)ndere 
take (cf. PREHENSILE). 


empty e-m’ti containing nothing, vacant. 
OE. amtig, 3met(tyg (also, unoccupied), f. 
&metta leisure :- *ádmotipa, perh. f. nega- 
tive à---ót- meeting (see MOOT). Hence 
empty vb. xvi (cf. OE. ge&mtigian); for- 
merly and still dial. empt vb. (OE. &mtian, 
f. &mta leisure). 


empyema empali'ma (path.) collection of 
pus. XVII. late L. - Gr. empitema, f. empuetn 
suppurate, f. ez EM-?--püon matter, PUS. 


empyrean empai(o)rron adj. of the highest 
heaven xvii (Ralegh); sb. (Milton); in 
ancient cosmology, the sphere of the element 
of fire, in Christian use the abode of God 
and the angels. f. medL. enmipyreus, as sb. n. 
-eum (sc. caelum heaven) = Gr. eniptirios, as 
sb. n. -ion (Proclus), f. en EM-?-- pür FIRE; 
see -EAN. So empyre'AL! adj. xv (zmperyall, 
Caxton). 

empyreuma empirü:mo burnt smell. xvii. 
— Gr. empireuma live coal covered with 
ashes, f. empuretiein set on fire, f. en EM-?-+ 
pûr FIRE. Hence empyreuma TIC(AL. 
XVII. 

emu i':mjü Tcassowary Xvir; TAÀmerican 
ostrich (?) xvii; bird of the Australian 
genus Dromeus xix. Earliest forms emia, 
eme, later emeu, emew, orig. = Pg. ema. Cf. 
F. émeu (1698), émou, Du. emoe. 


emulate e:mjüleit strive to equal or rival. 
XVI. f. pp. of L. emulàári, f. zmulus rival, 
prop. adj. striving, rel. to ¢mitdri IMITATE, 
imdgd IMAGE; see -ATE*. So emula‘TION. 
XVI. —-L. emulous Timitative (of) xiv; 
Tzealous xvi; emulating, rival xvi. f. L. 
emulus. 
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EMULSION 


emulsion ima‘lfan milky fluid. xvir. ~F. 


émulsion or modL. émulsid(n-), f. Emuls-, pp. 
stem of émulgére milk out, f. ë E--}+-mulgére 
MILK. 


emunctory ima‘n*tori cleaning by excre- 
tion XVI; cleansing organ or canal XIV. 
—medL. émunctorius (sb. -ium), f. émunct-, 
pp. stem of L. émungere wipe or blow the 
nose, f. é E- J- base rel. to MUCUS; see -ORY. 


en en (typogr. unit of measurement in 
composition (cf. EM)) equivalent to the 
average width of a letter; attrib. in en quad, 
en rule, en score. 


en-' en, in (before the sound of k, often 
passing into én) prefix repr. (O)F. en-, which 
is the form assumed, as also in Pr., Sp., and 
Pg., by the L. prefix in- (see 1N-'); before 
b and p and occas. before m it takes the form 
EM-!, but this was not established in Eng. sp. 
before XVII, enb-, enp- being more frequent 
than emb-, emp- in ME., as in OF. and OSp. 
In OF. and consequently in ME. en-, em- 
often appears as an-, am-, which last survives 
in ambush. From an early date rN-!, rw-1 
have been substituted for en-, em-, and vice 
versa, the former being gen. preferred in 
XVII; in some words, e.g. embed, imbed, en- 
case, incase, enclose, inclose, both are still cur- 
rent, the ;-forms esp. in U.S.A.; in others, 
e.g. imbrue, impair, inquest, im-, in- have re- 
placed em-, en-, where these are historically 
appropriate ; in ensure and insure the variants 
have been allocated to different meanings. 
As a living formative (from xiv) en- has been 
used in senses mainly identical with those 
of Latin in- (IN-!): viz. put in, into, or on 
(something), as encase, encyst, engarland, en- 
shroud, enthrone, entrain; bring or come into 
a certain state, as enable, encamp, endanger, 
endear, enslave, enthral, enure; with em- 
phatic or neutral force, as enkindle, enlighten, 
enliven. 

en-? en, in repr. Gr. en-, the prep. en IN 
used as prefix, as in enallage, endemic, energy, 
enthusiasm; before b, m, p, ph it takes the 
form EM-?; before l it becomes el- (as in 
ellipse). 

-en! ən suffix forming (chiefly) dims., as 
from names of animals; OE. -en = OHG. 
-in, Goth. -ein :- Germ. *-inam, formally 
the neuter of *-inaz -EN?, as in cliewen CLEW, 
éy'cen CHICKEN, filmen FILM, mægden MAIDEN, 
tidéen, ME. ticchen kid. 


-en? on suffix chiefly forming fem. sbs. from 
mascs., and fem. abstr. and concr. sbs. ; OE. 
-en = (O)HG. -in + Germ. *-ini, *injo-; e.g. 
OE. biren she-bear (f. bera), gyden goddess 
(f. god GOD), mynecen nun (f. munuc MONK) ; 
VIXEN is the only surviving example of this 
type (but OE. fyxen is found only as adj.); 
haften custody, waécen watching, vigil; 
byrben BURDEN, ræden arrangement, rule, 
condition (see -RED). 


-en? on adj. suffix denoting ‘pert. to’, ‘of the 
nature of’, ‘made or consisting of’; OE. -en 


= OS. -in, OHG. -in (G. -en), ON. -in, 


ENALLAGE 


Goth. -eins :- CGerm. *-inaz, corr. to Gr. 


-inos, L. -inus -INE!. OE. adjs. formed 
with this suffix have normally mutation of 
the stem-vowel, as stZ&nen of stone, f. stán 
stone, gylden golden, f. gold ; these have not 
survived, but from ME. onwards new adjs. 
have been extensively formed direct from 
the sbs., as earthen, golden, silvern (-en 1s re- 
duced to -z after r). Only a few adjs. (as 
wheaten, wooden) are in St. Eng. used with 
lit. meanings, but in s.w. dial, the applica- 
tion to sbs. denoting material is unlimited, 
as glassen, papern. 


-enf ən inflexion of the weak declension, 
ME. reduction of OE. -an, as in oxan oxen, 
which was extended to other declensions, 
esp. in the south and west; permanent exx. 
of this in Standard Eng. are seen in children 
(pl. of CHILD), brethren (pl. of BROTHER), and 
in dial. hosen (see HOSE), shoon (see SHOR), 
housen, treen, etc. 


-en? on suffix forming verbs based on sbs. 
and adjs., in OE. -nian, ON. -na, OHG. 
-inón, Goth. -nan, e.g. OE. beorhtnian 
BRIGHTEN, fa@sinian FASTEN, hlosnian hearken, 
lécnian heal (cf. LEECH), war(e)nian WARN, 
wilnian desire, ON. batna BATTEN’, hardna 
HARDEN, OHG. festinén fasten, Goth. fullnan 
be full. The relation fast adj. | fasten gave 
a model for such vbs. as darken, deepen, 
madden, moisten, widen ; the extension to sbs. 
began in late ME., e.g. heighten, lengthen, 
strengthen ; but several such vbs. appear only 
very late. Some verbs in -en are extensions 
of earlier forms, e.g. CHASTEN of fchaste, 
HAPPEN (of hap), HASTEN of haste, HEARTEN 
of theart, LISTEN of list; this took place esp. 
where a distinctively verbal form seemed 
desirable. 


-en? on suffix forming the regular ending 
of pps. of strong verbs; OE. -en (sometimes 
with mutation in the stem-syll.), OS., OHG. 
-an (Du., G. -en), ON. -inn, -enn, Goth. -ans, 
(once) -zns, repr. Germ. *-anaz, *-enaz, 
*-iniz :—- IE. *-ónos, *-énos, *-énis (OE. and 
ON. generalized *-en-forms, and  OS., 
OHG., and Goth. *-on-forms). Active 
meanings are shown in mistaken (1601), 
outspoken (1808). 


enable énei‘bl tinvest with legal status xv; 
give (legal) power to, supply with means 
to do xvi. f. EN-!+ ABLE adj.; cf. able vb. 
xIv. (R. Rolle.) 


enact énxkt A. tenter among the acts or 
public records xv; make into an act, decree 
xv; B. perform (a play, etc.), act (a part) 
xvi. f. EN-!+acT sb. and vb., after medL. 
inactáre, inactitáre. Hence ena:ctMENT 
action of enacting, what is enacted. xix; 
superseding ena'CTION (XVII) and (rare) 
Tena:ct (xv-xv1). 


enallage enz:lod3i (rhet.) substitution of 
one grammatical form for another. XVI. 
late L., — Gr. enallage, f. base of enalldssein, 
f. en EN-?-- alldssein exchange, f. dllos other 
(cf. ELSE). 
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ENAMEL 


ENCUMBER 





enamel énz‘mo] glass-like composition laid 
onasurface. xv. f. ena:mel vb. xiv. - AN. 
enameler, enamailler, f. en EN-! -- amail - AN. 
amail = OF. esmail (mod. émail), analogical 
new formation (for esmaut, which is of Pr. 
origin) on the nom. esmauz = Germ. *smalt- 
(OHG. smalz, G. schmalz melted fat), rel. 
to SMELT?. 


enamour énz:mol inspire with ove. XIV 
(R. Mannyng). —(O)F. enamourer (cf. It. 
innamorare, Pr., Sp. enamorar), f£. en EN-!-- 
amour love; see AMOUR. 


enarthrosis enàiprou'sis (anat.) ball-and- 
socket joint. xvii. modL. — Gr. endrthrõsis, 
f. énarthros jointed; see EN-!, ARTHRITIS, 
-OSIS. 


enceenia énsinio Tdedication (of a temple, 
etc) xiv; annual commemoration of 
founders and benefactors at the university of 
Oxford. xvi1 (in Caxton anglicized encenye). 
L. = Gr. (tad) egkainia, n. pl. ‘festival of 
renewal’, f. en EN-?-+-Rainds new. See -1A?. 


encase, incase énkei-s enclose (as) in a 
case, XVII. f. EN-!, IN-!-- CASE?, 


encaustic enkó'stik produced by burning 
in pigments. XVII. — L. encausticus (Pliny) 
— Gr. egkaustikós, f. egkaiein burn in; see 
EN-?, CAUSTIC. 


-ence ons suffix — (OJF. -ence - L. -entia, 
f. -ent- -ENT with abstr. suffix. In popL. 
-entia was superseded by -antia, repr. in 
OF. by -ance, e.g. aparance (ecclL. appa- 
rentia) APPEARANCE, contenance COUNTEN- 
ANCE, oyance (:—- L. audientia AUDIENCE), 
silance SILENCE. Later, L. sbs. in -ntia were 
adopted in F. with the L. vowels, e.g. 
absence, élégance, présence, tempérance, and 
both classes were adopted in ME. with their 
French forms and meanings; but in early 
mod. Eng. some sbs. in -ance have been 
altered back to -ence, and all sbs. adopted 
since have followed the L. forms. The 
result is that mod. speling shows many 
variations and discrepancies, e.g. assistance, 
consistence, existence, resistance, subsistence ; 
pertinence, appurtenance ; cf. ascendant, -ent, 
-ancy, -ency. See also -ENcY. @ The pls. 
of sbs. in -ence and -ency, sounding alike, 
tend to be confused, so that (e.g.) excellences 
is freq. miswritten excellencies. 


enceinte!  ás&bt (esp. fortif.) enclosure. 
xvii. F, = L, incincta, pp. fem. of incingere 
gird in; see IN-!, CINCTURE. 


enceinte? 4sé-t pregnant. xvil (in earliest 
use enseint, inceint, after legal AN. enseint: 
later ensient; occas. insented xvi). F. = Pr. 
encencha, Yt. incinta, Sp. encinta :- medL. 
incincta 'ungirded' (Isidore, 'id est sine 
cinctu'), f. L. in- IN-*4- cincta, fem. pp. of 
cingere gird (see CINCTURE). 

enchant éntfant lay under a spell xiv (Ch., 
Gower, PPl); charm xvi (Sh.) -(O)F. 
enchanter :— L.. incantáre, f. in EN-! - cantáre 
sing (see CHANT). So encha'ntER’, XIII, 


— OF. enchanteor, -our (mod. -eur) :- late L. 
incantátórem ; see -ER!, encha-ntMENT. XIII. 
~(O)F. encha-ntress!. xiv (Ch.). = (O)F. 
enchanteresse. 

enchase éntJei‘s adorn with figures in relief 
XV ; set (a jewel) xv; enshrine as a relic XVII. 
— (O)F. enchâsser enshrine, set (gems), en- 
case, f. en EN-1-]- chásse shrine, casket, cAss?. 
The chronology shows early development 
of the transf. sense in Eng. (cf. CHASE’). 


enchiridion en-, epkoirr:dion manual. xvi. 
— late L. — Gr. egkheirídion, f. en EN-? + kheir 
hand (cf. cnHiRO-) 4- -Zdion dim. suffix. 


enclave 4-klav, áklà:v portion of territory 
entirely surrounded by alien dominions. 
x1x (tenclaved pa. pple. once xv). F., f. 
(O)F. enclaver — Pr., Cat. enclavar : - popL. 
*inclaváre, f. in EN-! + clāvis key, rel. to 
claudere (see CLOSE). 


enclitic énklittik (gram.) 'leaning' its accent 
on the preceding word. XVII. -]late L. 
encliticus (Priscian) ~ Gr. egklitikós, f. egkli- 
nein lean on, f. en EN-*+ Rlinein LEAN?; see 
-IC. 


enclose énklou:z shut up or in, surround; 
insert in a frame, etc. Xiv. f. (O)F. enclos(e), 
pp. of enclóre :- popL. *inclaudere, for L. 
inclidere INCLUDE. So emcLosuRE énklou:- 
491. XV. = legal AN., OF. enclosure. See 
also INCLOSE, INCLOSURE. 


encomium én-, égkou:miam formal eulogy. 
xvi. — L. encómtum — Gr. egkómion, sb. use 
(sc. épos speech) of n. of adj., f. en EN-?7+ 
kémos revel (in which a conqueror was led 
in procession); cf. comic. So enco-miast. 
XVIL. — Gr. egkómiastés, f. egkóomidzein; 
whence also egkómiastikós (in modL. encómt- 
asticus) encomia-stiC. XVI. 


encore ornkoo, as sb. o'gkóor once more; 
repetition of a performance. xvin. F. 
(= Pr. ancara, OSp. encara, It. ancora), of 
disputed origin. Hence as vb. xvi. «f. Not 
so used in French. 


encounter énkauntor meeting in conflict. 

xit. —(OJF. encontre (cf. Pr. encontre, It. 
incontro), f. encontrer — Pr., Sp., Pg. en- 
conirar, It. incontrare :- Rom. "incontráre, 
f. in EN-!-- contrá against (cf. coUNTER*). 


encourage énka'rid3 inspire with courage. 
xv. —(OJF. encourager; see EN-!, COURAGE. 


encrinite e-nkrinait (geol.) fossil crinoid. 
XIX. f. modL. encrinus (Harenberg, 1729) 
'stone-lily', f. Gr. en EN-?-- krínon lily; see 
-ITE. 


encroach énkrou:t| Tseize wrongfully xiv; 

trench usurpingly upon xvi. - OF. en- 
crochier seize, fasten upon, f. en EN-1-+ 
crochter crook, f. croc hook (- ON. &rékr 
CROOK). 


encumber énka‘mbaz obstruct, hamper. 
xiv. =(O)F. encombrer block up = Pr. 
encombrar (1t. ingombrare) :- Rom. *incom- 
brdre ; see EN-!, CUMBER. So encu:‘mbraNce. 
XIV. - OF. encombrance. 
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-ENCY 


-ency onsi suffix = L. -entia (see -ENCE and 
-y®), used in the formation of sbs. denoting 
qualities or states, from which concr. or 
semi-concr. senses have been developed in 
Eng. adoptions, as dist. from the derivs. in 
-ENCE, which have freq. the sense of action 
or process in addition to or to the exclusion 
of that of quality or state. Examples of the 
difference now gen. established between the 
suffixes are recurrence and currency, emer- 
gence and emergency, excellence and excel- 
lency, confluence and fluency, dependence and 
dependency, permanence and permanency; 
several forms in -ency have become estab- 
lished to the exclusion of parallel forms in 
~ence, as clemency, decency, efficiency, incon- 
sistency; residence and presidency have two 
types of meaning in full use, whereas regency 
and transparency are almost restricted to one. 


encyclical énsi-klikal intended for universal 
circulation. XVII (sb. xIx). f. late L. encycli- 
cus, f. Gr. egkúklios circular, general, f. en 
EN-?+ kúklos circle (CYCLE); see -ICAL. 


encyclopedia, U.S. -pedia énsaiklopi:dio 
Tgeneral course of instruction xvI; repertory 
of information on all branches of knowledge 
xvil. (Also anglicized, or after F., tencyclo- 
pedie, -y.) - modL. — spurious Gr. egkuklo- 
paideia (in MSS. of Quintilian ‘Inst.’ 1 x 1, 
Pliny ‘Nat. Hist.’ pref.), for egkúklios 
paideid ‘general education’, the circle of arts 
and sciences considered by the Greeks to be 
essential to a liberal education; see prec. 
and PEDAGOGUE. Cf. CYCLOP/EDIA. 


end end extremity, final limit OE.; Tter- 
mination, completion xil; death; event, 
issue ; intended result, purpose XIV ; remnant 
(candle end, odds and ends) xv. OE. ende — 
OFris. enda, -e, OS. endi, (Du. einde), OHG. 
enti (G. ende), ON. endir, endi, Goth. andeis, 
f. CGerm. *andja- :- IE. *antjó; cf. Skr. 
dntas end, boundary, death, and OHG. 
endi, ON. enni forehead, L., antiæ forelock, 
ante before, OlIr. étan forehead, éf end, 
point; Gr. anti, antios opposite. In East 
End, West End and the ends of the earth there 
is a historical survival of the sense ‘quarter, 
region’ of OE. ende. So end vb. OE. endian 
= OFris. endia, OS. endin (Du. einden), 
OHG. entón (G. enden), ON. enda. Hence 
e:ndwavs, -WISE XVI. 


endear éndio:: Traise the value of xvi ; make 
dear or beloved xvir. f. EN-!-L-DEAR, after 
F. enchérir (f£. en- -- cher dear). 


endeavour énde:voi make an effort, strive. 
XIV. orig. refl.; f. phr. put oneself in dever 
(devoir), after F. se mettre en devoir do one’s 
utmost; see DEVOIR. Hence endea'vour sb. 
XV. 


endemic énde:mik regularly found among 
a people or in a country. XVIII (as sb. pl. 
xvi). = F. endémique or modL. endémicus, 
f. Gr. éndémos, endémios pert. to a people, 
native, f. en EN-?-- démos people ; see DEMOS, 
eic, Also ende-miAL’, -ICAL adjs. XVII. 


ENERGUMEN 


endive e:ndiv the plant Cichorium Intybus. 
xv. —(O)F. endive = Pr., Pg., It. endivia, 
Sp. endibia = late L. endivia — medGr. indivi 
— L. intibum, intubum — Gr. entubon, of 
which a dim. entubíon is extant. 


endo- e:ndou, endo: comb. form of Gr. 
éndon within, f. en IN-F- *dom- house (see 
TOFT), used in many comps. of mod. forma- 
tion, as e*ndocarp, -derm, endo:genous (Lind- 
ley), endoca'rdiac ; endo:gamy marriage (Gr. 
gdmos) within a clan or tribe, 


endorse éndd‘1s write, put one’s signature, 
etc., on the back of xvi; (after endo-rse- 
MENT ratification XVII) confirm, countenance 
XIX. — medL.ndorsáre, £. L. in IN-3 3- dorsum 
back (see DORSAL) ;superseded earlier Tendoss 
(xiv) - (OJ)F. endosser (dos :- L. dorsum). 


endow éndau- enrich, as with property XIV; 
provide a dower for xvi. = legal AN. en- 
douer, f. en EN-! - (O)F. douer :- L. dótáre, 
f. dot-, dós dowry, rel. to dare give (cf. DATE!). 
Hence endoW"MENT. XV. 


endris e‘ndris (arch.) recently past. xiv. 
var., with advb. -s, of ender (esp. this ender 
night, x111, Cursor M.), f. ON. endr formerly, 
endranzr at some other time, corr. to Goth. 
andiz\uh either (conj.), compar. f. AND. 


endue éndjü- 'Phe earliest appearance is of 
€. 1400 in the rare sense 'induct' ; established 
in XV in various senses, viz. T(of a hawk) 
pass food into the stomach, digest; Tassume 
(a form), put on (clothes); invest with pro- 
perty, endow with power, etc. orig. ~ (O)F. 
enduire (i) = Pr. enduire, It. indurre :- L. 
indücere lead in (INDUCE); (it) a new forma- 
tion, f. en EN-!+ dutre :~ L. diicere lead; by 
crossing with L. induere put on (a garment), 
clothe, the word became partly synon. with 
endow and invest. 


endure éndjuo:i tharden; continue; under- 
go, bear xiv ; tolerate xv. — (OJF. endurer — 
Pr., Sp. endurar, It. indurare :— L. indtirdre 
harden, f. in- EN-!+dirus hard. So en- 
du-raNce. xv. — (O)F. 


-ene in (chem.) terminal el. of the names of 
certain hydrocarbons (e.g. benzene, naphtha- 
lene, toluene), proper to those of the formula 
CaHon, the vowel e being used to complete 
the sequence a,6,2, 0. Cf. -ANE?, -INE?, -ONE, 


enema  enimo injection. xv. = late L. 
— Gr. énema, f. eniénai send or put in, inject, 
f. en EN-? 4- hiénai send (cf. INJECT). 


enemy enimi hostile person or com- 
munity, foe. XIII (Cursor M.). = OF. enemi 
(mod. ennemi) = Pr. enemic, Sp. enemigo, It. 
nemico t- L. inimicu-s, f. in- IN-2-4 amīcus 
friend (see AMICABLE); the Enemy the Devil 
(after Luke x 19) xiv (Wycl. Bible), the 
hostile force xvi1 (Sh.). 


energumen en3igjü'men possessed person, 
demoniac. xvill. —late L.. energümenu s—- Gr. 
energoumenos, pass. ppl. of energein work in 
or upon, f. en EN-?--érgon WORK. 
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ENERGY 


energy e*neaid3i vigour of expression XVI; 
working, operation; power displayed xvii; 
vigour or intensity of action XIX (Coleridge); 
in physics, actual, kinetic, or motive energy 
(T. Young), potential, static, or latent energy 
(W. Rankine). — F. énergie or late L.. energia 
— Gr. enérgeia (Aristotle), f. energés active, 
effective, f£. en EN-*-- érgon WORK ; see -y3. 
So energetic -e'tik, -ICAL +powerfully 
operative; full of energy. xvir. — Gr. ener- 
gētikós active, f. energein operate, effect, f. 
en EN-*--érgon. e nergIZE rouse to or put 
forth energy. XVIII; cf. F. Ténergiser. 


enervate «e noiveit weaken. XVII. f. pp. 


ENGRAIN 





engine e'ndzin 4A. Tcontrivance, artifice 


XIII; Tingenuity; Tgenius xiv; B. machine 
of war XIII; mechanical contrivance XIV; 
complex machine (later spec. steam-engine) 
XVIL — OF. engin == Pr. engenh, Sp. ingenio, 
It. ingegno t- L. ingenium natural quality, 
disposition, or temper, talents, genius, 
clever device (cf. INGENIOUS). Aphetized 
Gin’. The now old-fashioned or vulgar 
pronunc. rnd3in, which shows a normal 
development of e+ nasal and is evidenced 
in XV, was stigmatized by Walker as ‘very 
improper’ and savouring ‘strongly of vul- 
garity’. 


stem of L. énerváre, f. € E--+nervus sinew, | engimeer end3inia‘z designer or constructor 


NERVE; stressed enervate XVII-XVIII; cf. 
(O)F. énerver. So enerva' TION. XV. - late L.. 


enew énjü' (arch.) drive (a bird) into the 
water. Xv. -— OF. enmewer, eneauer, f. en 
EN-1-+-eau (= L. AQUA) water. 


enfeoff énfe-f invest with a fief, xiv. - AN. 

enfeoffer (XL. infeoffáre), OF. enfeffer, £ 
en EN-l——fief FIEF. Hence enfeo-ffMeENT. 
XV. 


of engines or works, orig. of military engines. 
XIV. — OF. engigneor, -our (mod. ingénieur) 
= Pr. engenhador ?- medL. ingenidtérem, 
-Gtor, f. ingeniüre, f. ingenium ENGINE. In 
XVI the forms from OF. were superseded by 
en-, inginer, either after modF. or - It. 
ingegnere, a distinct formation — OF. en- 
gi(g)nier, Sp. ingeniero :- Rom. *ingenidrius ; 
the ending was later assim. to -ier, -EER’. 
Hence enginee: r vb. intr. XVII; trans. XIX. 


Enfield e-nfild name of a village in Middle- | England i'nglənd OE. Engla land (orig.) 


sex, near which is a government small-arms 
factory, applied to rifles, etc. XIX. 


enfilade enfilei-d +tsuite of apartments, the 
doors of which are placed opposite to each 
other ; fire sweeping a line of works or troops 
from one end to the other. xvir. ~F. 
enfilade, f. enfiler thread on a string, piece 
from end to end, f. en EN-1— fil FILE? ; see 
-ADE. 


a — 


enforce inf5:rs Tstrengthen physically or 
morally; Tdrive by force, use force upon; 
Trefl. and intr. strive XIv; press home, 
emphasize Xv; compel xv. — OF. enforcier, 
(also mod.) enforcir + Rom. *infortidre, *in- 
fortire, f. in 1N-' 3- fortis strong (cf. FORT). 


enfranchise énfræ'ntfaiz, -iz set free; make 

a person or town municipally free’ XV; 
admit to political status xvir. f. enfranchiss-, 
lengthened stem of OF. enfranchir, f. en 
EN-!—-franc, -che free, FRANK. T Affranchise 
was earlier (xv). The assoc. of the word 
with FRANCHISE has led to the prevalence of 
the pronunc. with aiz. Hence enfra-n- 
chiseMENT -izmont. xvi (Sh.). 


engage énperd; pledge or secure by a 


country of the Angles (see ANGLE), (later) of 
the Germanic inhabitants of Great Britain ; 
hence OFris. Angelond, OS. (Du.) Engeland, 
(O)HG., Icel., etc. England. So Englisg! 
inglif pert. to England or its inhabitants. 
OE. englisé, occas, englisé (prop.) pertaining 
to the Angles, but (in the earliest exx.) pert. 
to the group of Germanic peoples known 
coll. as Angelcynn (Bede’s gens Anglorum), 
lit. ‘race of Angles’; also adj. and sb., of 
their language; hence OFris. angelsk, anglesk, 
engelsk, englesk, OS. (Du.) engelsch, MHG. 
engel(i)sch, ON. Enskr (mod. Engilskr, Sw., 
Da. engelsk). As the name of a language 
(OE. englisé, absol. use of the n. adj.) orig. 
applied to all the Angle and Saxon dialects 
spoken in Britain; in its most comprehen- 
sive modern use it comprises all the dialects 
descended from the language of the early 
Germanic conquerors of Britain. English- 
man inglifman OE. Englisémon; whence 
Du. Engelschman, ON. (pl.) Enskir menn 
(Icel. Englismaðr, Sw. Engelsman, Da. 
Engelskmand). E'nglishRY. XVIL; in AN. 
englescherie, AL. englescheria (X11). 


engraft èngrà'ft graft or implant in. XVI. 


f. EN-1 4- GRAFT vb. ; repl. Tengraff (XV-XVIII). 


pledge xv; hire for employment xv; per- | engrail ingreid (her.) indent with contigu- 


suade, win over xVI1; attach, charm XVIII; 
tentang gle, involve xv1; : emplov, occupy XVII; 
bring or come into confi: ict XVII. — (OF. 
engager — Pr. engatgar, It. ingaggiare :— 
Rom. "znwadiáre, f. in EN-! -]: *wadium GAGE, 
WAGE. 50 enga-geMENT. XVII. — (O)F. 


engender éndze:ndoi beget, produce. xiv. 
- (O)F. engendrer = Pr. engenrar, It. in- 
generare i= L, ingenerãre, f.in EN-!+ generare 
GENDER, GENERATE. S0 EngendrURE tgenera- 
tion; descent. xiV. - OF. engendr(e)ure. 
The var. m ndure (xiv) was used by 
Lamb and J. R. Lowell. 
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ous curvilinear notches. xiv. (late ME. pp. 
engrelede, ingraylit). — OF. engresler (mod. 
engréler), f. en EN-!-l-gresle (grêle) hail; the 
marks being compared to hailstones. 


engrain, ingrain éngrern A. Tdye with 


cochineal xtv (PP1.) ; B. work into the texture 
or structure of xvir. In sense A - OF. en- 
grainer dye, £. phr. en graine (whence Eng. 
in grain) where graine means cochineal dye; 
in sense B f. EN-!-F GRAIN. Now mainly in 
pp. (chiefly ingrained) in senses (i) thorou gh- 
going, incorrigible, (ii) deep-rooted, in- 
veterate. 


ENGRAVE 


engrave éngrerv carve, Tsculpture xvi; 
represent by lines incised on a metal plate 
or wood block XVII. f. EN-!-d- GRAVE?, after 
F. tengraver ; pp. engraven, ingraven was in 
use XVI~XIX (latterly poet. or arch.). 

engross éngrous A. ftbuy up wholesale 
XIV; Tget together XVI; gain or keep exclu- 
sive possession of, occupy exclusively xvi; 
B. write in large letters, as in legal documents 
xv (Lydg.). - AN. engrosser and AL. in- 
grossáre, in sense A f. phr. en gros and in 
grossó in the lump, by wholesale, in sense B 
f. en IN--OF. grosse, medL. grossa large 
writing; see GROSS. 

enhance énha:ns jraise, exalt xiv ; heighten, 
intensify xv; raise in price xv. ~ AN. en- 
hauncer, prob. alteration of OF. enhaucer 
= It. 1nnalzare :— Rom, *inaltiáre, f. in 
EN~'+-altus high (cf. OLD). 

enharmonic enhaimo:nik (mus.) in which 
an interval of 24 tones was divided into 2 
quarter tones and a major third. XVII. = late 
L. en(hjarmonicus = Gr. enarmonikds, f. en 
EN-"+ harmonid HARMONY; see -IC, 


enigma inigmo riddle in verse XVI ; puzzl- 
ing problem xvii. — L. enigma, -mat- — Gr. 
aínigma, f. base of ainíssesthai speak allu- 
sively or obscurely, f. ainos apologue, fable. 
Soenigmaric enigma-tik. xvii. — F.énig- 
matique or late L. a&enigmaticus. -A"TICAL XVI. 

enjamb(e)ment énd32-m(b)ment, ||aj)Abma 
continuation of sentence beyond second line 
of couplet. xIx. F., f. enjamber stride, f. en 
EN-!+jambe leg; see JAMB, -MENT. 

enjoin énds;orn A. impose (a penalty, task, 
etc.) XIII; prohibit by an injunction XVI; 
B. Tjoin together xiv (Wycl. Bible). f. en- 
joi(g)n-, stem of (O)F. enjoindre = Pr. 
enjunher, It. ingiugnere :- L. injungere join, 
attach, impose, f. in EN-1-++jungere JOIN. 

enjoy éndzoi' tbe joyful XIV; possess or 
experience with joy xv; refl. (after F. se 
(ré)jouir) xvi. — OF. enjoier give joy to, refl. 
enjoy (cf. It. zngiojare), f. en- EN-1-4-joie JOY, 
or — OF. enjoir enjoy, rejoice, f. en- -7oir :- 
L. gaudére. Hence enjoy-MENT. XVI. 

enkindle énkindl cause to blaze up, set on 
fire, xvi (Udall, Stanyhurst). See EN-!. 


enlarge énla-1d3 make larger or more 
extensive XIV ; Tset at large xv; trefl. expand 
in words; intr. speak at large xvir. -= OF. 
enlarger, -largir, f. en- EN-!-4-large LARGE; 
some of the uses are due to (O)F. eslargir, 
mod. élargir set free. 


enlighten énlaitn give light to, shed light 
upon. XIV (rare before xvi). orig. extended 
form with EN-}, of ten-, tinlight, OE. in- 
lihtan, f. in in-!+-lihtan LIGHT; later a new 
formation either f. EN-!-++- LIGHTEN! or f. EN-? 
+LIGHT!+-EN*®, Hence enli:ghtenmentT. 
XVII (in XIX used as tr. of G. Aufklärung). 


enlist énlisst enrol on the ‘list’ as a soldier 
XVII ; also fig. ; intr. xvii. f. EN-!-++LisT* sb, 
or LIST vb. (which is recorded 50 years 
earlier), perh. after Du. inlijsten inscribe on 
a list or register. Hence enli:stMENT. XVIII. 





ENSAMPLE 


enliven énlaivn tgive life to; animate, 
inspirit; cheer. xvir. Extended form of 
tenlive (xv1), f. EN-!+ LIFE, after LIVE.? 
enmity e‘nmiti hatred, hostility. xm (Cur- 
sor M.). — OF. enemz(s)tié (mod. tnimitié) = 
Pr. enemistat, Sp. enemistad :- Rom. *inimi- 
citütem, f. inimicus ; see ENEMY, -ITY. 
ennead e'nied set of nine. XVI. = Gr. 
ennead-, enneds, f. ennéa NINE. See -AD!, 
ennoble énou bl make noble. xvti (pa. pple. 
Xv). — (O)F. ennoblir; see EN-', NOBLE, 
ennui o:nw1, ||a-nwi feeling of lack of interest. 
xvi. F.:-L. phr. in odid (see ANNOY). 
@ See quot. from Evelyn s.v. CHICANERY. 
enormous  inó:umos  Tabnormal, mon- 
strous; Tirregular, outrageous ; of excessive 
size. XVI. f. L. enormis, f. é E- -- norma pat- 
tern; see NORM, -ous. @ Nearly contemp. 
were Tenorm (after F. énorme) and tenormi- 
ous (xv). So enormity. xv (Caxton). 
-(O)F. = L. 
enough in4:f OE. genóg, genóh (used in acc. 
as adv.) = OFris. endch, OS. gindg (Du. 
genoeg), OHG. ginuog (G. genug) ON 
gnogr, Goth. gandhs :- CGerm. *gandgaz, 
rel. to impers. preterite-present vb. OE. 
geneah, OHG. ginah, Goth. ganah it suffices, 
f. Germ. *ga- y-+*nay-, which is repr. 
also in OE. beneah (he) enjoys, requires, 
Goth. binah it is right or needful, and is := 
IE. *nak-, in L. nancisci (pp. nactus) obtain, 
Skr. nag reach. The infl. forms of genog 
gave ENOW, which, as repr. OE. nom. and 
acc. pl. gendge, was in literary use as the pl. 
of enough at least till xviii (later with Sc. 
writers and dial.). 
enounce inau'ns enunciate. xix. ~F. 
énoncer — L. énuntiáre ENUNCIATE, after an- 
nounce, pronounce. 


enow inau’ see ENOUGH. 


enrage énrei:d3 tbe distracted; tpp. mad- 
dened; put in a rage or fury. XVI (pp. en- 
raged was used by Trevisa, tr. Barth. De 
P.R.). - (O)F. enrager ; see EN-!, RAGE. 'The 
trans. use arose in Eng. through the appre- 
hension of pp. enraged (F. enragé) as a 
passive. 


enrapture énraptfoz throw into a rapture, 
delight intensely. XVIII. f. EN-'-+-RAPTURE, 
after enrapt carried away by ecstasy (XVII 
Sh.); see RAPT. 


enrich énrití make rich. xiv (Wycl. Bible). 
— (O)F. enrichir, f. en- EN-!-- riche RICH. 

enrol(l) énroul inscribe on a roll or list, 
enter among the rolls or records. xiv. - OF. 
enroller (mod. enréler), f. en EN-1+- rolle ROLL. 


ens enz, pl. entia e:nlio being, entity. XVI 
(Sidney, Jonson). L., sb. use of n. of prp. 
formed from esse BE, on the supposed 
analogy of abséns ABSENT, to render Gr. n. óz 
being, prp. of efnai. Cf. ESSENCE. 

ensample énsa:mpl example. xit. - AN. 
ensa(u)mple, alteration. of OF. assample, 
essemple EXAMPLE. ‘The mod. arch. use is 
due to reminiscence of its use in N.T. (e.g. 


Phil. iii 17, x Thess. 1 7). 
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ENSCONCE 


ensconce énsko:ns Tfortify, shelter behind a 
fortification ; establish Tsecretly or securely. 
XVI. f. EN-* -SCONCE?; cf. OF. esconcer. 





ensemble 4sa-b] ali the parts together. 

XV. F., sb. use of adv. ‘together’ = It, 
insieme, etc. := Rom. *insemul, for L. in- 
simul (Statius), f. in IN -- simul, semul at the 
same time, rel. to similis SIMILAR. 


ensiform  e'nsifóum  sword-shaped. xvi. 
—- modL. énsiformis, f. énsis sword (= Skr. 
asís); see -FORM. 


ensign e‘nsain, (naut., of the flag) e'nsn 
Tbattle-cry, watchword ; sign, token, badge; 
banner x1V (naval flag xvii); ensign-bearer 
(hence, various military and naval officers) 
XVI (cf. ANCIENT’). — (OJ)F. enseigne — Pr. 
ensenha, Sp. insignia i- L. insignia; see IN- 
SIGNIA. 


ensilage ensilid3 preservation of green 

fodder in a pit. xix (first in U.S.)). - F. 
ensilage, f. ensiler = Sp. ensilar, f. en EN-13- 
silo; see SILO, -AGE. Soensile énsai‘l. xIx. 
~ F., ensiler. 


enslave énsleitv make a SLAVE of. XVII 
(Prynne, Cowley, Howell, Boyle). See EN-?. 


ensue énsji: tfollow, in various gen. senses, 
trans. and intr. XIV; follow in the course of 
events (now esp. in next ensuing with ref. 
to a date), follow as a result xv. - OF. 
ensiw-, ensu-, stem of ensivre (mod. ensuivre), 
corr. to Pr., Cat. enseguir, It. inseguire te 
Rom. *nsequere, for L. insequi, f. in 1N-131 - 
sequi follow (cf. PURSUE, SUIT). 


ensure én[uo:i Tmake sure or safe, assure, 
pledge, guarantee XIV; secure, make cer- 
tain XVIII. — AN. ezseurer, alteration of OF. 
asseurer ASSURE. See also the differentiated 
INSURE. 


«ent ont suffix repr. F. -ent (= Sp., It. 
-ente) — L. -entem, nom. -éns, ending of prp. 
of L. vbs. in -ére, -ere, -ire, corr. in sense to 
-ING! (cf. -ANT) and in form belonging to 
the IE. series *-ont-, *-ent-, *-nt-, repr. by 
Skr. -ant-, Gr. -ont-, Goth. -and-, OE. -end-. 
Examples are: pendent hanging, confident 
trusting, salient leaping; many such ppi. 
adjs. had become sbs. in Latin or in French; 
e.g. adherent, agent, exponent, parent, presti- 
dent, serpent, student ; some are names of in- 
animate objects or abstractions, as aperient, 
coefficient, continent, constituent, current, 
deterrent, emollient, expedient, orient, solvent, 
tangent, torrent. See also -ESCENT, -FACIENT. 


entablature éntz-blatfuer (archit.) part of 
an order above the column XVII ; framework 
of an engine supported by columns XIX. 
- (partly through F. entablement, which was 
also current in Eng. xvin), It. intavolatura 
boarding, f. intavolare board up, f. in EN-4- 
tavola TABLE. 





ENTHRONE 


entail énterl (leg.) settle (an estate) on 
a number of persons in succession XIV 
(Wyclif); fattach as an inseparable appen- 
dage XVI; impose (trouble) upon XVII; in- 
volve as a consequence XIX. f. EN-!+ 
AN. taile or tailé TAIL?. Hence entai'l sb. 
xiv (Wyclif). 


entangle éntz:ngl involve (as) in network, 
etc. XV. f. EN-!--TANGLE; perh. orig. of 
boats or oars caught in ‘tangle’ or seaweed. 


entelechy ente‘liki,  entelechia,  -eia 
ent:elikai‘a (philos.) realization of a func- 
tion. XVIIL ~ late L. — Gr. entelékheia, f. en 
IN + télei d. of télos end, perfection + 
ékhein be 1n a (certain) state; see -y°, 

Entellus énte:las East Indian species of 
monkey, Semnopithecus entellus. XIX. 
modL., named by Dufresne, 1797, pre- 
sumably after Entellus in Virgil '7Eneid' v 
437~72. @ Names of other Indian monkeys 
are of similar origin, Anchises, Irus, Priamus, 


Rhesus. 


entente átiít understanding. xix. F., f. 
entendre INTEND ; earliest in entente cordiale 
(c. 1840). 


enter entar go or come in XII (Cursor M.); 
go or come into XIV (R. Rolle); cause to go 
in, put in or into, insert, introduce XIV 
(PPl) -(O)F. entrer — Pr. en-, intrar, 
Sp. entrar, It. en-, intrare, Rum. intra :~ 
L. £intráre, £. intrà within (see INTRA-). 


enter-, Tentre- prefix - (O)F. entre- :- L. 
INTER-. All comps. formed with this, exc. 
enterprise, entertain, are either obs. or have 
been refash. with inter-. 


enteric enterik pert. to the intestines; 
typhoid. XiX. - Gr. enterikós, f. énteron 
intestine, rel. to L. inter between, among, 
interus (see INTERIOR, INTERNAL), intus 
within (see INTESTINE); cf. F. entérique. So 
enterr‘TIS, entero-, comb. form of Gr. 
énteron. 


enterprise e-ntoipraiz work taken in hand, 
bold undertaking; daringspirit. xv. ~(O)F. 
entreprise, sb. use of pp. fem. of entreprendre 
later var. of emprendre, whence emprise 
EMPRISE (XIII). (Cf. PREHENSILE.) 


entertain entaiteiin  Tkeep in a certain 
state; keep up, maintain; treat; receive, 
e.g. as a guest XV; Tretain in service; engage 
the attention of xvi; amuse XVII. ~ (O)F. 
entretenir (infl. -tient, t-teigne) = Pr. entre- 
tenir, Sp. entretener, It. intrattenere += Rom. 
*intertenére, f. inter among, INTER--} tenére 
hold (cf. TENANT). Hence entertai‘nMENT. 
Tmaintenance, provision XVI; reception (of 
a guest); meal; amusement XVII; public 
performance XVIII. 


enthral(l) ènprō'l enslave (fig. hold spell- 
bound). xvi. f. EN-!--THRALL. 


enthrone énprou'n set on a throne. XVII 
(Sh.). repl. enthro:nize (xv, Gower) - OF. 
introniser — late L. znthronizáre - Gr. enthro- 
nízein, f. en EN-?-- thrónos THRONE. 
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ENTHUSIASM 


ENTRESOL 





enthusiasm  énpjü'ziezm  Tprophetic or 
poetic frenzy; vain confidence in divine 
inspiration, misguided religious emotion 
XVII ; rapturous or passionate eagerness XVIII. 
~ F. enthousiasme or late L. enthiistasmus 
- Gr. enthousiasmds (Plato), f. enthousidzein 
be inspired or possessed by the god, f. én- 
thous, éntheos inspired, possessed, f. en IN + 
theós god. So enthusiast. xvi. — F. en- 
thousiaste or eccl.L. enthüsiastés designation 
of a sect—eccl.Gr. enthousiastés. enthu- 
sia‘stic. XVII. — Gr. enthousiastikós (Plato). 
Hence enthu:se vb. inspire with enthusiasm, 
become enthusiastic. x1x (orig. U.S. colloq.). 


enthymeme e-npimim syllogism in which 
one of the premisses is suppressed. XVI. 
-L. enthyméma —- Gr. enthííméma, f. en- 
thümeisthai consider, reflect, infer, f. en 
EN-? -- thümós passion, courage, mind, rel. to 
L. fümus FUME. The current use in logic is 
due to a misapprehension, found as early as 
Boethius, of Aristotle’s use of the word for 
‘syllogism drawn from merely probable pre- 
misses’ as an imperfect syllogism (areàùs 
gvàoyiouós) and as referring to its form 
instead of to its matter. 


entice  éntars  Tincite xir; allure xiv. 
— OF. enticier, prob. :- Rom. *intitiáre, f. 
L. in EN-! 4- *titius, for L. titió firebrand, as 
if ‘set on fire, add fuel to’ (cf. inflame). So 


enti:ceMENT. XIV. -OF. enticement, f. 
enticier. Q Aphetic TICE. 
entire  éntaio9iQi whole, complete. xiv 


(Wyclif; in Ch. only the adv. entirely); (of 
animals) not castrated xix. ME. enter, 
entier - AN. enter, (O)F. entier, fem. -iére 
= Pr. entier, Sp. entero, Pg. inteiro, It. 
intero :— Rom. *inte'gro, for L. i'ntegrum 
(nom. integer), f. in- IN-°+ *tag-, base of 
tangere touch (see TANGENT, TACT). The 
ME. and early modEng. senses ‘upright’, 
‘honest’, ‘sincere’ have not survived. So 
entireTy éntaio-3ti. xvi. ~ (O)F. entiéreté. 


entitle éntai-tl give a title to. xiv (Ch.). 
- AN. entitler, OF. entiteler (mod. intituler) 
= Pr, entitolar, It. intitolare = late L. intitu- 
láre, f. in- IN-1 (cf. EN-J) 3- titulus TITLE. 


entity entiti being. xvi. - F. entité or 
medL. entitás, f. L. ent-, ENS; see -1TY. 


ento- e:ntou before a vowel ent-, comb. 
form of Gr. entós within (— L. intus), as in 
entozo:on, parasitic animal living within 
another. XIX (see ZoO-). 


entomo- (before two unstressed sylls.) 

entomo:, (before one unstressed syll.) 
ento*mou, (before a stressed syll.) e:ntomó; 
entomology entamoled3i science of in- 
sects. XVIII. — F. or modL. f. Gr. éntomon,; 
see INSECT, -LOGY. 


entourage on-, ãturā'z environment; per- 
sons in attendance. XIX. F., f. entourer 
surround, f. entour surroundings, sb. use of 
adv. ‘round about’ = Pr. entorn, It. intorno 
:- Rom. *in torno in the circle (see TURN). 


entr’acte 4-trakt interval, or performance 
of music, etc., between acts of a play. XIX 


(anglicized xvi11 by Chesterfield as inter-act). 
F., f. entre between-+acte; see INTER-, ACT. 


entrails e-ntreilz intestines, (formerly) in- 
ward parts gen. XIII (Cursor M.). - 
entrailles = Pr. entralhas - medL. intrdlia 
(Reichenau Glossary), alteration of L. in- 
terdnea (whence OF. entraigne, Sp. entrafias), 
sb. use of n. pl. of interdneus internal, f. inter 
(see INTERIOR). Formerly also sg. as in OF. 


entrain! éntreitn draw as an accompani- 

mentor consequence. XVI (now rare). -(O)F. 
entraîner, f. en EN-! + traîner drag (see 
TRAIN). 


entrain? entrern put on a railway train. 
XIX. f. EN-!4- TRAIN sb. 


entrance! e:ntrons coming or going in; 
place of entry. xvi. — OF. entrance, f. entrer 
ENTER; see -ANCE. So e: ntraANT sb. and 
Tadj. xvit. = prp. of F. entrer. 


entrance? éntrà'ns put into a trance, carry 
away as in a trance, overpower esp. with 
delight. xvr. f. EN-!+ TRANCE vb.; perh. 
intended as an intensive formation. 


entrap éntre'p xvi. — OF. entrap(p)er, f 
en- EN-'+ trappe TRAP’. 


entreat éntri:t ftreat xIv; beseech, implore 
xv. -— OF. entraiter, f. en- EN-!-- traiter 
TREAT. The sense of ‘implore’ was carried 
over from treat, which was used intr. and 
trans. in that sense, which was developed 
from that of ‘dezl with’. Hence entrea-ty 
+treatment; earnest request XVI; after 
TREATY. 


entrechat á.trofa caper in dancing in which 
the feet are struck together rapidly. xviii. 
F., alteration (perh. after It. capriola intrec- 
chiata intricate caper), earlier tentrechas, 
-chasse, f. entrechasser chase in and out, f. 
entre between, INTER- + chasser CHASE. 


entrée ã'trei entrance, leave of entry XVIIL; 
dish served before the joint. xix. F.; see 
ENTRY. 


entremets átromei side dishes. xvin. F., 
earlier entremés, adopted in ME. XIV, occas. 
semi-anglicized fentremetes (Caxton); £. 
entre between, INTER- J- Triés, mets MESS. 


entrench, in- éntre:n| place within a trench 
XVI; trench (upon) xvii. f. EN-!l, IN-!+ 
TRENCH. Hence entre:nchwENT line of 
trenches, post fortified thereby. xvi 
(Spenser). 

entrepôt ã'trəpou storehouse; mart. XVIII. 
F. (earlier tentrepost, t-pos), f. entreposer 
store, f. entre among + poser place; see 
INTER-, POSE. 


entrepreneur 4tropronér director or or- 
ganizer of (musical) entertainments. XIX. 
F., f. entreprendre undertake (see ENTER- 
PRISE). 


entresol 4:trasol storey between ground 
and first floor. xvin. F., f. entre between, 
INTER--+ sol ground. 
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ENTROPY 


oe 


EPACT 


entropy «e'ntropi (phys.) quantitative ele- | envoy? e:nvoi minister sent on a diplomatic 


ment determining the thermodynamic con- 
dition of a substance undergoing a reversible 
change. 1868. -= G. entropie (Clusius), f. Gr. 
en EN-?--tropé transformation (see TROPE), 


mission. XVII. Alteration (in late xvir) of 
F. envoyé, sb. use of pp. of envoyer (see 
prec.), which had been adopted earlier un- 
changed. @ For the loss of F. -é cf. ASSIGN?. 


. 3 ` 7 1 ‘ . à . . 
after energy; see Y”. Q Clusius, assuming | envy e'nvi Tmalice; feeling of mortification 


the etymol. meaning of energy to be ‘work- 
content’ (Werkinhalt), devised this term as 
a corr. designation for ‘transformation- 
content’ (Verwandlungsinhalt); see ‘Poggio 
Annalen’ cxxv 390. 


entrust, in- éntra‘st invest with a trust; 
confide the care of. xvi. f. EN-!-4- TRUST. 


entry e'ntri entering, entrance (more esp. 
leg.) x111 (RGlouc.); passage affording en- 
trance, alley between houses; entering in 


and ill will at another’s well-being. xir. 
—(O)F. envie (which early developed the 
sense 'desire), corr. to Pr. enveia, Sp. en- 
vidia, Pg. enveja, It. invidia, semi-pop. — L. 
invidia malice, 1l! will, f. £nvidére look mali- 
ciously upon, grudge, envy, f. in upon, 
against -- vidére see; see EN-l, VISION. So 
envy vb. xiv (Ch.). -—(O)F. envier, corr. 
to Pr. enveiar, Sp. envidiar, etc. @ Older 
envai: to XVII, still dial., esp. Sc. 


a book, item entered xv. ME. entre(e) | enzyme e'nzaim (chem.) catalytic ferment. 


-(O)F. entrée = Pr. intrada, Sp. entrada, 
It. intrata s= Rom. *zntráta, sb. use of fem. 
pp. of L. intráre ENTER ; see -Y?. 


188r. — G. enzym (Kühne 1876), f. modGr. 
énzumos leavened, f. Gr. en IN+ 2timé leaven 
(see JUICE). 


enucleate injü-klieit explain. xvi. f. pp. | eo- iou, comb. form of Gr. éós (see next). 
stem of L. énucleàre extract the kernel from, | Egan ioun pert. to the dawn, eastern. 


make plain, f. é E---aucleus kernel; see 
NUCLEUS, -ATE*. So enucleA TION. XVII. 
-— medL. 

enumerate inji-moreit detail as if by 
counting. XVII. f. pp. stem of L. éxumerdre, 
f. € E-+-numerus NUMBER; see -ATE?, So 
enumera‘TION. xvi. — F. or L. 
enunciate ina‘nfieit give expression to 
XVII; pronounce XVIII. f. pp. stem of L. 
enuntiüre, f. à E---nuntiáre ANNOUNCE. So 
enuncia-TION. xvi. — F. or L.. 

enure injuo'i Tinure xv; (leg.) come into 
operation, be applied £o xvir. f. EN-1+ URE, 
envelop énve:dop wrap up. xiv (Ch.). ME. 


xvii (Drayton). f. L. éous — Gr. é6os, f. &ós 
dawn (cf. AURORA, EAST) ; see -AN. 


eocene i-dsin (geol.) lowest division of the 


tertiary. XIX (Lyell). f. Gr. éós dawn (cf. 
AURORA) +-kainds new, recent. So miocene 
maito- middie division of the tertiary. f. 
Gr. meíón less (cf. MINOR). oligocene 
o'ligo- intermediate between eocene and 
miocene. f. Gr. oligos oLIGO-. pleistocene 
plarsto- (1) newest division of the pliocene, 
(11) older division of the post-tertiary. f. Gr. 
pleistos most (cf. PLUS). pliocene plaro- 
newest division of the tertiary. f. Gr. pleíón 
more. 


envolupe, ~ipe - OF. envoluper, -oper (mod, | -eous iəs suffix of adjs. the majority of 


envelopper) = Pr. envolupar, envelopar, It. 
inviluppare, £, in- EN-!+ *volup-, *velup-, of 
unkn. origin (cf. OF. voloper, Pr. volopar 
envelop, It. viluppo tuft, bundle, confusion, 
intricacy); cf. DEVELOP. So envelope e'n- 
valoup; in the sense of ‘cover of a letter’ 
often &'voloup, o:nvoloup, after F. xvirr. 
— F. enveloppe, f. the vb. 


envious é:nviss full of envy. xur. - AN. 
envious, OF. envieus (mod. -eux), f. envie 
ENVY, after L. invidiósus; of Pr. envejos, Sp. 
envidioso, It. invidioso. 

environ énvaio‘ran surround, encompass. 
xiv. — OF. environer (mod. -onner), £. en- 
viron surroundings, around, f. en IN+viron 
circuit, f. virer turn, VEER (cf. entour s.v. 
ENTOURAGE). Hence envi-romMENT. XVII 
(occas. only before xix). So environs e':n- 
virenz, énvaio:ronz neighbourhood. xvii 
(Evelyn). F. pl. 


which are formed on L. adjs. in -eus (= Gr. 
-605); these are based on sbs. denoting 
material things and usu. have the sense 
‘composed of’, as well as that of ‘of the 
nature of, resembling’, while the Eng. 
derivs. have the latter meaning only; exx. 
are erroneous, flammeous, gemmeous, igneous, 
lacteous, ligneous, niveous, puniceous, spadi- 
ceous, vitreous, and (from scholL.) hetero- 
geneous, homogeneous. In adoptions of F. 
adjs. in -eux based on sbs. in -age the suffix 
took this form, as in advantageous, coura- 
geous, outrageous, umbrageous, and in hideous 
and piteous (with dispiteous) -eous has re- 
placed ~ous; aqueous (— F. aqueux} and 
Tatheous are isolated ; in bounteous, courteous, 
gorgeous, plenteous, and righteous other end- 
ings have been assim. to -eous; in beauteous 
and duteous the ending has arisen from the 
addition of -ous to -te, early form of -Ty. 
See also -ACEOUS. 


envisage énvizidz look straight at; view, epact rpzekt number of days by which the 


contemplate. xix (Keats). — F. envisager, 
f. en- EN-!-- visage face, VISAGE. 
envoy! envoi conclusion of a poem, etc. 
XIV (Ch.). -(O)F. envoi, f. envoyer send, 
f. phr. en voie on the way (so Sp. enviar, It. 
inviare); cf. via. Q In ME. and later freq. 
lenvoy, with coalescence of the F. def. art. 
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solar exceeds the lunar year; number of 
days in the age of the moon at the new year. 
XVI (Bk. Com. Prayer, 1552). = (O)F. épacte 
— late L. epacta pl. — Gr. epaktal (sc. hémérai 
days), fem. pl. of epaktds, pp. adj. of epdgein 
intercalate, f. epf on, EPI-+ dgein lead, bring 
(cf. ACT). 


EPARCH 





eparch e-‘paik governor of a province; 
(eccl.) metropolitan. xvii. - Gr. éparkhos, 
f. epi EPI- J- arkhós chief, ruler (cf. ARCH). So 
e:parchy. xvi. — Gr. eparkhid; see -y*. 


epaulet, -ette epəle't shoulder-piece on a 
uniform. XVIII. = F. épaulette, f. épaule 
shoulder, SPATULA ; see -ET, -ETTE. 


epenthesis épe-npisis (philol.) insertion of 

a sound between two others. XVII. Late L. 
(Servius) — Gr. epénthesis, f. epenthe-, stem 
of epentithénai insert, f. epi EPI--+en IN+ 
tithénat place (see Do’). So epenthe-tic 
XIX. 


epergne ip3:n ornamental centre dish for 
the dinner table to hold dessert, etc. XVIII 
(occas. epargne). Perh. Eng. use of F. 
épargne saving, economy (f. épargner SPARE) 
derived from phr. taille or gravure d'épargne 
metal or etching in which parts are 'spared', 
i.e. left in relief (cf. tailler or graver en 
épargne, and the use of épargne for the acid- 
resisting mixture with which those parts of 
ornamental work are painted that are to be 
left plain). 


epexegesis epeksid3rsis added explana- 

tion. XVII. — Gr. epexégésis, f. epexégeisthai ; 
see EPI- and EXEGESIS. Hence epexege‘ti- 
C(AL). XIX. 


ephah i:fa dry measure (the same as BATH?). 
xvi (epha). Heb. é'pháh, believed to be of 
Egyptian origin (cf. LXX Gr. oiphí, Vulgate 
L. éphi). 


ephemeral éfe:morol,éfr- existing only for 
a day or a very short time. XVI. orig. said 
of a fever; f. (after F. éphémère) Gr. ephé- 
meros (whence fem. and n. in -a, -on as sbs. 
XVI-XVII), f. epí EPI--+hémérd day, rel. to 
émar day; see -AL'. So ephemeris éfe-- 
moris, ifi-- table showing the places of 
heavenly bodies for every day of a period 
XVI; astronomical almanac xvir. L. = Gr. 
ephémeris diary, f. ephémeros. 


ephod e-fod Jewish priestly vestment. xiv 
(ephoth, Wycl. Bible)  - Heb. ephod, f. 
aphad put on. 


ephor e:foi Spartan magistrate. XVI (first 
in L. pl. ephori, and anglicized ephories). 
— L. ephorus (whence also F. éphore) = Gr. 
éphoros, f. epi EPI- + *ror-, base of hordn 
(see WARE’). 


epi- e-pi prefix repr. Gr. epi-, before an un- 
aspirated vowel ep-, before an aspirated 
vowel eph-, a use of the adv.-prep. epí on, 
upon, over, close up in time or space, in 
addition (to) == Skr. dpi moreover, also, at, 
in IE. *epi, beside *opi (whence Gr. 
ópisthen from behind, L. ob towards, against, 
in OL. around, near) ; in many techn. terms, 
as of anat. and path., e.g. epididymis, epi- 
gastrium, epiglottis, episternum, epithelium; 
in chem. and min. used to form terms 
denoting substances analogous to those 


EPIGYNOUS 


denoted by the uncompounded words, as 
epichlorohydrin, epidiorite. 


epic e'pik adj. xvī; sb. continuous (poetic) 
narrative of the doings of heroes xvi. = L. 
epicus — late Gr. epikós, f. épos ; see EPOS, -1C. 


epicedium episi-diam funeral ode. xvr. L. 

epicédium, — Gr. epikédeion, sb. use of n. of 
epikédeios, f. epi EpI-+kédos care, spec. 
funeral observance (see HATE). 


epicene e'pisin (gram.) of common gender. 
xv. -late L. epicenus — Gr. epíkoinos, f. 
epi EPI--+ koinds common (cf. KOINE). 


epicentre ce'pisentol point on the earth's 
surface lying immediately above the focus 
of an earthquake. xix. f. EPI- CENTRE. 


epiclesis epikli-sis (liturg.) invocation of 

the Holy Ghost in the Eucharist. XIX. — Or. 
epiklésis, f. epikalein call upon; see EPI-, 
HALE’, 


epicure epikjuor fEpicurean; glutton, 
sybarite; one who is choice in eating and 
drinking. xvi. = medL. epicirus one whose 
chief happiness is in carnal pleasure; appel- 
lative use of L. Epiciirus, Gr. Epikouros name 
of an Athenian philosopher, c. 300 B.C. 


Epicurean e:pikjurlon pert. to the philo- 

sophy of Epicurus, according to which 
pleasure is the highest good. xiv. - F. 
épicurien, f. L. epicüréus — Gr. epikodireios, f. 
Eptkouros Epicurus; see prec. and -EAN. 
Hence E:picure-anisM. xvill. So e-picur- 
ISM (E-) philosophy of Epicurus, Epicurean- 
ism; Tpursuit of pleasure xvI; habits of an 
epicure XVII; partly f. Epicūrus, after F 
épicurisme ; partly f. EPICURE. 


epicycle e‘pisaikl small circle having its 
centre on the circumference of a greater, as 
in the Ptolemaic astronomy. xiv (Ch.). 
— (O)F. épicycle or late L. epicyclus — Gr. 
epikuklos ; see EPI-, CYCLE. 


epidemic epidemik of diseases prevalent 
among a people at a particular time. XVII; 
sb. XVIII. — F. épidémique, f. épidémie 
(hence Tepidemy xv) -late L. epidémia-Gr. 
epidémid prevalence of a disease, f. epidémios, 
f. epi EPI--+ démos people; see DEMOS, -IC. 


epidermis epid3:rmis (anat.) outer skin. 
xvii. —]late L. (Vegetius) — Gr. epidermís 
(Hippocrates), f. epi EPI--+dérma skin (cf. 
TEAR”) 


epigram e-‘pigrem short pithy poem xv 
(Lydg.); Tinscription xvi. -— F. épigramme 
or L. epigramma — Gr. epigramma, f. epi EPI- 
+grdphein write (cf. GRAMMAR). So epi- 
graph  e'pigràf inscription XVII; short 
quotation at the beginning of a work, etc. 
xix. — Gr. epigraphé. Hence epi'GRAPHY 
épigrofi (science of) inscriptions. XIX. 


epigynous éprdsinos (bot.) placed upon 
the ovary. XIX. — modL. epigynus (Jussieu), 
f. Gr. epion-+-guné woman (used for ‘pistil’) ; 
sec QUEAN, -QUS. 
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EPILEPSY 


EQUABLE 





epilepsy e'pilepsi nervous disease in which 
the patient falls unconscious (‘the falling 
sickness") xvi. — F. épilepsie or late L. 
epilépsia — Gr. epilépsid, f. epilab-, stem of 
epilambánein seize upon, attack, f. epí EPI- - 
lambánein take hold of, f. IE. *slaph- seize; 
see -Y?, So epileptic. xvi. — F. — late L. 
- Gr. epiléptikds. Q MedL. vars. epilentia, 
-enticus, OF. epilence, -entique, were repr. 
by late ME. epilence, epilentik. 


epilogue e‘pilog conclusion of a literary 

piece (esp. a play). xv. -(O)F. épilogue - L.. 
epilogus — Gr. epílogos, f. epi EPI- + ddgos 
speech (cf. -Locy). So epilogize epi- 
lód3aiz xvii. — Gr. epilogizesthat. ‘-epi-lo- 
guizE (Milton). 


Epiphany' ipifoni (feast of) the mani- 
festation of Jesus Christ to the Gentiles. 
xin. -—(OJF. épiphanie, — ecclL. epiphania 
- ecclGr. epiphánia n. pl. of *epiphánios, f. 
epiphainein manifest, f. epi EPI- + phainein 
show (cf. PHENOMENON); see -¥?3, 


epiphany* manifestation of a supernatural 
being. xvii. — Gr. epipháneia manifestation, 
appearance of a divinity, f. epiphanés mani- 
fest, epiphaínein (see prec.). 


epiphysis épi-fisis (anat.) portion of a long 
bone originating in a separate centre. XVII. 
modL. - Gr. epíphusis, f. epi Epi-+ phists 
growth (cf. pHysic). Cf. APOPHYSIS. 


epiphyte e-pifait (bot.) vegetable parasite. 
XIX. f. Gr. epí EPI--{|-phutén plant (cf. prec.). 


episcopal iprskopol of a bishop or bishops 
Xv; based on episcopacy xvii. —(O)F. 
épiscopal or ecclL. episcopális, f. episcopus 
BISHOP; see -ALl. Hence episcopaliAN 
-erlion. xvin.  episcopaALLy. xvi; cf. 
ecclL. episcopaliter. So epi'scopAcv govern- 
ment by bishops. xvi. f. ecclL. episcopátus, 
after prelacy. epi:scopaATE!. XVII. — ecclL.. 


episode e‘pisoud dialogue between choric 
songs; incidental narrative xvir; incidental 
event XVIII. — Gr. epeisódion, sb. use of n. of 
epeisódios coming in besides, f. epi EPI-+ 
eisodos entrance, f. eis into + hodds way, 
passage. Cf. F. épisode (T episodie). 


epistemology e:pistimo-lad3zi theory of 
knowledge. xix. f. epistemo-, comb. form of 
Gr. epistémé knowledge, f. epístasthai know 
(how to do), f. epi EPI--+-sidnat STAND; see 
~LOGY. 


epistle ipi'sl apostolic letter of the N.T. 
(AncrR.); (gen.) letter. xiv (Ch.). OE. 
epistol, beside pistol, ME. pistle (XII-XVI; 
Burns has pistyl) = L. epistola; ME. epistle 
(x111) ~ OF. epistle (mod. építre) — L. epistola 
— Gr. epistole, f. epistéllein send, esp. as a 
message, f. epí EPI- - stéllein send (cf. STOLE). 
So epistolary ipi:stolori. xv. f. F. épisto- 
laire or L. epistoláris. epistolER?, epi stler 
iprstoler one who reads the epistle at Mass 
XVI; letter-writer xvit. — F. épistolier or 
medL. epistoldris. 


epistrophe ipi'strofi (rhet.) figure of speech 
in which each sentence or clause ends with 
the same word. xvir. modL.- Gr. epi- 
strophé, f. epistréphein turn about; see EPI-, 
STROPHE. 

epistyle e'pistail (archit.) architrave. XVII. 
- F. épistyle or L. epistylium — Gr. epistülion, 
f. epí EPI- J- stálos pillar, STYLE?. 

epitaph e'pitàáf inscription on a tomb. XIV 
(Trev.) -(O)F. épitaphe - L. epitaphium 
funeral oration — Gr. epitáphion, n. of epi- 
táphios (in e. lógos funeral oration; also as 
Sb. ; cf. epitdphia n. pl. funeral), f. epí EP1- 3- 
táphos obsequies, tomb. 

epithalamium e:pipolerxmiom nuptial 
song. XVII (earlier in Gr. form, Spenser, 
and anglicized epithalamy). L.- Gr. epi- 
thalámion, sb. use of n. of epithaldmios, f. 
epi EPI--+thdlamos bridal chamber. 

epithet e:pipet adjective, attributive word. 
xvi. — F. épithéte or L. epitheton, sb. use of 
n. of Gr. epíthetos attributed, pp. adj. of epi- 
tithénai put on or to, f. epi EgP1- J- tithénai 
place (see Do’). 

epitome ipritomi abridgement, summary. 
xvi. -—l. epitomé- Gr. epitomé, f. epi- 
témnein cut into, cut short; see EPI-, TOME. 
Hence epi‘tomizeE. xvi. 


epitrite e'pitrait (pros.) foot of one short 
and three long syllables. xvir. — L. epitritos 
(Gellius) —- Gr. epítritos in the ratio of 4 to 3, 
lit. with the addition of one-third, f. epi EPI- 
+ tritos THIRD. 

epoch rpok point or period of time. xvii 
(first in L. form epocha, and occas. in Gr. 
form epoche, 3 syll.). - modL. epocha = Gr. 
epokhé stoppage, station, fixed point of time, 
f. epékhein stop, take up a position, f. epí 
EPI- 3- ékhein hold, intr. be in a certain state 
(cf. scHEME). Cf. F. époque, It. epoca, etc. 
Epoch-making x1x (epoch-forming, Coleridge) 
is after G. epochemachend. 

epode e:poud lyric poem in which a long 
line is followed by a shorter one XVI; part 
of a lyric ode following the strophe and the 
antistrophe xvir (Milton). — F. épode or L. 
epódos —- Gr. epóidós ; see EPI-, ODE. 

eponymous  épo:nimos applied to per- 
sonages from whose names the names of 
peoples or places are reputed to be derived 
(e.g. Brutus, grandson of /Eneas, as mythical 
founder of Britain) xix (Grote). f. Gr. 
epónumos given as a name, f. epí EPI--- 
ónuma, var. stem of ónoma NAME; see -ous. 

epopee e'popi epic poem or poetry. XVII 
(Dryden). = F. épopée — Gr. epopoiid, f. épos 
word, song (cf. vorcE)--poieín make (cf. 
POET). So epos e'pos. xix. — L. - Gr. 


Epsom salt(s) e:psom sólts. XVIII. orig. the 
salt obtained from Epsom water, the water of 
a mineral spring at Epsom in Surrey. 


equable e-kwabl, i-kwobl free from fluctua- 
tion or variation. xvii. —-L. xquabilis, f. 
zquare make level or equal, f. equus; see 
next and -ABLE. So equabrrirvy. xvi. - L. 
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equal i-kwal identical in amount, degree, 

etc. xIv (Ch.); adequate; uniform XVII. 
~L. xqudalis, f. equus level, even (cf. &equor 
level surface, sea). Semi-learned (O)F. égal 
(superseding pop. OF. ewel, ivel) was 
adopted in Eng. Tegall (xiv-xvi). So 
equalirv ikwo-liti. xiv (Trev). - OF. 
~ L. Hence e:qualizE. xvi; partly after F. 
égaliser. 


equanimity ikwoni miti, ek- Tfairness ; even- 
ness of temper. XVIL- L. equaninitàás,f.equa- 
nimis, f. æquus; see prec., ANIMUS, -ITY. 


equate ikwert average XV ; make or treat as 
equal xvii. f. pp. stem of L. aequare, f. 
æquus ; see EQUAL and -ATE?. So equa'TION. 
equal partition xiv (Ch., Gower, in astrol., 
Chauliac in med.); (math.) statement of 
equality, formula affirming the equivalence 
of two quantities Xv1 (Dee, Digges, Billings- 
ley). - (O)F. or L. 


equator ikwei'tər great circle of the celes- 
tial sphere (xiv, Ch.); great circle of the 
earth XVIL. —-(O)F. équateur or medL. 
zquátor, in full circulus equator diei et noctis 
circle equalizing day and night (cf. EQUI- 
NOCTIAL), f. g@gudre (see prec.). 


equerry ikwerri, e-kwari JA. royal or 


princely stables. B. tofficer in charge of 


these; (now) officer of the royal household 
in attendance on a prince. xvi. Of mixed 
origin; the mod. sp. and pronunc. are due 
to assoc. with L. equus horse. The earliest 
forms are esquiry, escuirie, equirrie, aphetic 
quer(r)y, quir(ryy — E. Tescu(1)rie (mod. écurie 
stable), corr. to Pr. escura stable (medL. 
scura, scuria) of unkn. origin; sense B seems 
to be based on OF. escuyer d’escuyrie ‘SQUIRE 
of stables’, AN. esquire de qurye. 


equestrian  ikwe:strion pert. to horse- 
riding ; of the order of equites xv11; mounted 
on horseback xvi. f. L. equestris (as in 
equestris statua), f. eques horseman, knight, 
f. equus horse ; see EQUINE, -IAN. Cf. (O)F. 
equestre. So eque-striaL’, xvi. Hence 
equestrienne -ien horsewoman. XIX; 


4 


pseudo-F.; fem. of a supposed *équestrien. 


equi- i-kwi, ekwi repr. equi-, comb. form 
of L. equus EQUAL, used in parasynthetic 
adjs. for ‘equal’, 'equally', as in equiDU' STANT 
and equiLA‘TERAL xvi (Billingsley), equipo-l- 
lent of equal power xv (Hoccleve), eguipo:l- 
lence equality of power (XIV), EQUIVALENT, 
EQUIVOCAL, all based on F. and L. forms; so, 
e.g., equiangular having all its angles equal 
XVII, and nonce-formations such as Tequi- 
valiant (xv1) ; e-quipPorsE (xvi1) replaced phr. 
equal poise. 


equilibrium  ikwili-briom well-balanced 
condition. xvii (Boyle). - L. xquilibrium, 
f. equus EQUI--F- libra balance (see LIBRA- 
TION). 


equine e'kwain pert. to a horse. XVIII. = L. 
equinus, f. equus horse, rel. to OE, eoh, ON. 
jor, Goth. athwa-, Or. ech, Gr. hippos, Skr. 


agvds, Pers. asp ; see -INE', 


equinox ikwinoks, e-k- time and point at 
which the sun crosses the equator and day 
and night are equal. xiv (Ch). - (part- 
ly through (O)F. équinoxe) L. æquinoctium, 
in medL. -zoxium (also formerly used in 
Eng.), f. equus EQUI- + noct-, nox NIGHT. So 
equino'ctiAL -fol. xiv (Ch.). - (O)F. équi- 
noxial — L.. xquinoctialis. 

equip ikwi:p fit out. xvi. — F. équiper, not 
recorded in this sense before XVI exc. as in 
AN. eskipeson equipment, medL. eschipáre 
man (a vessel); prob. a different word from 
OF. eschiper, esquiper put to sea (so OE. 
scipian), but like it, prob. - ON. skipa man 
(a vessel), fit up, arrange, f. skip SHIP. So 
equipAGE ikwri:pids, e'k Tequipment, appa- 
ratus; train of attendants xvI; carriage and 
horses, orig. with attendant servants XVIII. 
—F. équipage. equi pMENT. xvi. -F. 
équipement. 

equitation ekwitei-fon riding on horseback. 
XVI. — F. équitation or L. equittátió(n-), f. 
equitare, f. equit-, eques horseman, f. equus 
horse; see EQUINE, -ATION. 

equity ekwiti fair dealing xiv; (leg) 
‘natural justice’ xvi (Lambarde). - (O)F. 
équité = Pr. equitat, Sp. equidad, ït. equità 
-L. equitás, f. æquus; see EQUI-, -ITY. So 
e'quitaABLE fair, just xvii (Sir T. Browne); 
valid in equity xviir. ~ F. équitable, f. équité, 
with the active meaning of the suffix, as in 
(e.g.) charitable. 


equivalent ikwi'vələnt of equal value. xv; 
sb. xvi; —- (O)F. équivalent — prp. of late L. 
aquivalere, f. «quus EQUI- +- valére (see 
VALUE). So equi:vvalENCE, -ENCY. XVI. 
- (O)F. - medL. 


equivocal ikwi:vokol Tnominal only ; cap- 
able of twofold interpretation xvII ; of doubt- 
ful genuineness, questionable xvii. f. late 
L. æquivocus (Mart. Cap.), f£. æquus EQUAL 
+ vocdre call, name (cf. VOCATION); see 
-AL!, So equi-vocaLLy. xvi; after late L. 
&quivocé.  equivocation  ikwivóker fon 
Tambiguous use of words xtv (Wycl.); use 
of words in a double sense in order to mis- 
lead xvir (Sh.). = late L. aequivocátió(n-), 
f. equivocáre (whence equi:vocate xv), f. 
aquivocus. e:quivoque -vouk Tequivocal 
XIV (Wycl. Bible); sb. Tthing called by the 
same name as something else XVI; play on 
words xvii; ambiguity of speech xix. - 
(O)F. équivoque or late L. aquivocus, f. 
æquus EQUAL + vocdre call (see VOCATION). 
@ The unique equivocas in Usk’s "T'esta- 
ment of Love’ (1387) 1u is perh. L. (verba) 
æquivoca equivocal words, with pl. ending -s. 


er 5 repr. an inarticulate sound interpolated 
by a hesitant speaker. xix. 


-er! ər suffix denoting one who or a thing 
which has to do with something and so the 
regular formative for agent-nouns ; OE. -ere, 
earlier -eri, late Nhb. -are, corr. to OFris. 
-ere, OS. -ari, -iri (Du. -er), OHG. -äri, -êre 
(MHG. -ære, G. -er), ON. -ari, earlier also 
-eri, Goth. -areis:- CGerm.  "-arjaz, 
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*-Zrjaz, prob. - L. -árius -ARY, of which 
an accentual var. with d was perh. evolved. 
In the early Germ. stage, such a deriv. as 
Goth. laisareis teacher, from *laisé LORE, 
became assoc. with laisjan teach, and was 
apprehended as its agent-noun; thus the 
model was provided for the universal appli- 
cation of the suffix to vb.-stems, as ba&cere 
baker, f. bacan, leornere learner, f. leornian, 
etc. Some Germ. sbs. seem to be directlv 
based on or suggested by L. agent-nouns 
formed on sbs.: e.g. OE. bócere scribe — 
OHG. ébuochari, Goth. bokareis, f. *bok- 
BOOK, after L. Lbrárius copyist, scribe, f. 
liber book; OS. mulineri, MDu. molenàre 
(Du. molenaar), OHG. mulinári (G. müller), 
ON. mylnari, after medL. molindrius miller, 
f. L. molina MILL; direct formations on sbs. 
occur in OE., e.g. sangere singer, f. sang 
SONG, and continued to be made in ME. 
and later, e.g. docker dweller near docks, 
worker in a dock, drover driver of cattle, 
hatter hat-maker (prob. after F. chapelier), 
slater layer of slates, wheeler wheelwright. 
OE. -ere finally superseded synon. -a and 
-end (cf. hunta hunter, ciepa trader, lufigend 
lover) and its ME. repr. -er(e), -ar(e) became 
established as the universal suffix for new 
creations of agent-nouns. At various dates 
in ME. and later -er was substituted for 
other suffixes or added superfluously to sbs. 
of which the endings did not obviously sug- 
gest their function ; e.g. astrologer, astrono- 
mer superseded tastrologien, Tastronomien ; 
Talchemister was formed from alchemist; 
teater, tfriiter, thuckster, tpoulter, Tsorcer 
(in all of which the -er is of alien origin) were 
extended to caterer, fruiterer, thucksterer, 
poulterer, sorcerer; a native example is tup- 
holdster, which became upholsterer ; prob. on 
the model of philosopher, derivs. of Gr.-L. 
words in -graphus, -logus assumed the forms 
-GRAPHER, -LOGER; an isolated instance is 
widower, in which -er provides a masc. 
counterpart to widow. A var. -ier is estab- 
lished in the occupational names clothier, 
collier, glazier, grazier, hosier, spurrier, and 
dial. in drovier, lovier, with -yer after w in 
bowyer, lawyer, sawyer, ttawyer, whittawyer : 
see -IER'. @ For sailor, etc., and such varia- 
tions as exciter/excitor see -OR}. 

Some ordinary agent-nouns are found in 
titles of periodicals: adventurer, idler, ram- 
bler, tatler; others in titles of manuals: 
reader, reciter, (ready) reckoner, writer. 

Many agent-nouns, esp. those of occupa- 
tions, as in other Germ. langs. have a wide 
currency as surnames, as Baker, Hunter, 
Miller, Slater, Tiler, Wheeler. Similarly in 
designations of natives or inhabitants, as 
Londoner (cf. Du. Londenaar, G. Londoner), 
Britisher, Tynesider, New Zealander, Ice- 
lander; so inlander, islander; northerner, 
southerner ; cottager, villager ; foreigner (prob. 
after stranger), outlander. 

Some personal designations occur esp. as 
the fixed second el. of comps. ; e.g. charcoal- 
burner, new-comer, money-grubber, lamp- 


lighter, good-looker, onlooker, ironmonger, 
self-seeker, backslider, caretaker. 

Many formations are applied almost ex- 
clusively to inanimate objects, particularly 
to instruments or implements used in speci- 
fic operations, as amplifier, blotter, boiler, 
burner, buzzer, cracker, cutter, decanter, 
dredger, duster, girder, growler (cab), hopper, 
knocker, lighter, pointer, poker, propeller, 
reaper-and-binder, rocker, roller, runner, 
steamer, stopper, strainer, stretcher, winder; 
(in pl. form mainly) clippers, dividers, pincers, 
teveezers (cf. scissors); of diverse origin are 
kneeler pad for kneeling on, locker chest that 
locks up, liner steamer of a line, revolver ‘re- 
volving pistol’ ; articles of clothing are blazer, 
boater, jumper, pinner, reefer ‘reefing jacket’, 
slipper, stomacher, sweater; pl. drawers, 
trousers; U.S. diner, sleeper are for ‘dining j 
‘sleeping compartment’; having non-ma- 
terial reference are appetizer, feeler, poser, 
reminder. 'lThere are many colloq. and sl. 
formations in which -er expresses ‘one’, as 
backhander, blighter, deader, forty-niner, 
goner, last-ditcher, napper, out-and-outer, 
peasouper, penny -a-liner, sixfooter, sundowner, 
teen-ager, ten-tonner, three-~decker, topper, 
whole-hogger; lifer life-sentence; oner one 
who is ‘a one’; so fiver/tenner £35-/£10-note. 
Akin to these are derogatory terms like 
blighter, bounder, rotter, soaker, and terms 
denoting an uncommonly large specimen, 
a heavy fall or blow, or a big lie (some have 
the twofold application), as banger, cropper, 
facer, header, heeler, mucker, muzzler, and 
smeller (blow on the nose), purler, stinger, 
stunner (stunning blow, ‘stunning’ person 
or thing), whopper. The sp. -ar survives in 
beggar, liar, pedlar. Œ| Other suffixes dis- 
guised under the form -er are found in 
border, bracer, counter, dresser, laver, and 
others. 

=€r? 91 repr., in adoptions from French, 
(i) OF. -er :- L. -dri-s -ar, or (ii) AN. -er, 
OF. -ier :— L. -dr£u-s, -driu-m -ARY, used sb. 
Some ME. exx. in -er have been refash. with 
-ar after Latin, as (1) ME. scoler (- AN. 
escoler, OF, escolier) SCHOLAR; so TEMPLAR}; 
(Gi) ME. coler (AN. coler, OF. colier) 
COLLAR; SO CELLAR, POPLAR. Where the L. 
sufhx is the m. -drius, the word has usu. the 
sense “person connected with’, as archer, 
banker, butcher, butler, carpenter, draper, 
fletcher, gaoler, gardener, grocer, mariner, 
officer, verger (so also a few ME. adoptions of 
OF. sbs. in -zere, viz. chamberer, lavender); 
where the L. suffix is n. -drium, the sense is 
‘thing connected with ’, ‘receptacle for’, as 
antiphoner, censer, corner, danger, garner, 
primer. See also -1ER, -OR?. 

-er? oi suffix of compar. adjs. and advs. A. 
In adjs., ME. -er(e), -re (occas. vars. -ore, 
-ure), from OE. -ra m., -re fem., n., repr. 
two Germ. suffixes, (i) *-izon- (OS., OHG. 
-iro, ON. -ri, Goth. -Zza, accompanied by 
mutation) and (ii) *-ózon- (OHG. -óro, ON. 
-ari, Goth. -óza), which were formed on the 
advb. suffixes *-iz, *-óz (see below). Muta- 
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tion was retained in a few OE. compars., as 
strang strong, strengra, séeort short, séyrtra; 
traces persist in better :— *batizon- and elder 
f *aloizon-; worse and less contain the 
suffix *-zzon- in a disguised form. B. In 
advs., OE. -or = OS., OHG. -ór, Goth. -óz 
:- CGerm. *-óz, beside which there was 
*-iz (corr. to L. -is, as in magis more, nimis 
too much, and cogn. with -tor of L. compar. 
adis.), repr. by ON. -r (with mutation) and 
Goth. -is (e.g. haulus higher), and by the 
mutation in OE. compars. like leng longer 
- *langiz, bet better i- *batiz, which were 
superseded in ME. by regular forms in -er. 
The advs. that take a compar. in -er (as dis- 
tinct from those that take more) are mostly 
those that are identical with their adjs., e.g. 
harder, close, tighter ; exceptions are seldomer, 
oftener, sooner; advs. 1n -Lvy? normally take 
more, but the older use, which admitted 
forms like easilier, survives in poet. usage, 
as in keenlier (Tennyson). 


-er* a1 suffix forming iterative and frequent. 
vbs.; OE. -(e)rian = OFris. -ria, OS. -arén, 
MLG., MDu. -eren, OHG. -arón, -irón (G. 
-ern), ON. -ra:- CGerm. (exc. Gothic) 
*_rdjan. There are a few exx. in OE.: 
claterian CLATTER, flicerian flutter, hover, 
FLICKER, floterian float, hwstrian whisper, 
séaterian SCATTER, SHATTER, stam(e)rian 
STAMMRER, sweprian, swiprian subside, cease 
(cf. SWITHER), wandrian WANDER; to some 
there are corr. adjs., as gliddrian slip, beside 
gliddor, slidrian SLITHER, beside sliddor. ‘The 
number of such words was greatly increased 
in ME. and later, partly by analogous forma- 
tions of an echoic or symbolic kind (some- 
times from native bases), partly by direct 
adoption or assimilation of ON. or LG. verbs; 
e.g. blunder, bluster, chatter, clamber, fluster, 
glimmer, glitter, jabber, mutter, patter, pucker, 
quaver, quiver, shiver, shudder, snigger, 
stagger, stutter, swagger, titter, totter, waver. 


~er® 91 ending (-er :- L. -dre) of a number 
of AN. infins. (= OF. -er, -ir, -eir, or -re), 
used orig. as sbs. in legal language, mostly 
of xv or XVI: viz. cesser, demurrer, detainer, 
disclaimer, misnomer, non-user, remitter, re- 
tainer, trover, user, waiver; attainder, Tde- 
tainder, (sur)rejoinder, remainder; tender; 
the same ending is in dinner and supper. 


eer® a1 suffix (prob. an extended vague 
application of -ER!) used in Eng. public- 
school and university sl. formations made 
by adding it to the first syll. or early sylls. 
of a word, which are themselves sometimes 
deformed; e.g. bedder bedroom, bedsitter 
bed-sitting room, cupper cup-tie (match), 
Divvers Divinity Moderations, ekker exer- 
cise, footer football, fresher freshman, Radder 
Radcliffe Camera (Oxford), rugger | soccer 
Rugby / Association football, Toggers 'l'or- 
pids (boat-races), Tosher unattached student 
(at Oxford); Adders Addison’s Walk (Mag- 
dalen College, Oxford); there have been 
casual or transitory uses such as wagger 
pagger bagger waste-paper basket. 


ERGOT 


era io'ro system of chronology reckoned from 
a point of time; date from which a period 
is reckoned XVII; period or epoch XVIII. 
— late L. æra, orig. pl. of zs, eris copper, in 
the sense ‘counters (for calculation)’, used 
as fem. sg. for ‘number used as a basis of 
reckoning’, ‘item of an account’, ‘epoch 
from which time is reckoned’ (Isidore) ; see 
ORE. Cf. Sp., It. era, F. ère (xvi, la here de 
Cesar). First in Spain and southern Gaul 
prefixed to the number of years elapsed 
since B.C. 38 (e.g. ara DXXXVIII — A.D. 500); 
the phr. æra Hispanica (Spanish era) sug- 
gested to Renaissance scholars the phr. æra 
Christiana, æra Varroniana, etc. 


eradicate iræ'dikeit pull up by the roots. 
XVI. f. pp. stem of L. érádicare, f. € E-, ex-1 4- 
rádic-, ràdix ROOT ; see -ATE?. 

erase irerz, ires scrape or rub out. xvi. 
f. érás-, pp. stem of L. éeradere, f. é E--+ 
rádere scrape (see RASOR). era'sER!, as in 
ink-eraser. XIX. Hence erasuURE irei7o1i. 
XVIII. Q perh. in early use partly a var. of 
arace, arase = OF. aracier, var. of arachier 
(mod. arracher tear, snatch) = Pr. arazigar 
:- Rom. *adradicàáre. 


Erastian érestion. xvi. f. name of 
Thomas Erastus (Liebler), physician of 
Heidelberg, Germany (1524-83), whose 
efforts were directed mainly against the use 
of excommunication, but to whom has been 
attributed the theory of the supremacy of 
the State in ecclesiastical affairs ; see -IAN. 


ere eoi (arch.) before (of time). OE. &r — 
OFris., OS., OHG. ër (Du. eer, G. eher), 
Goth. airis :- Germ. *airiz, compar. of *air 
(ON. dr, Goth. air) early, rel. to Gr. êri early 
(adv.), éérios early (adj.), driston (:= *ajerid- 
tom) breakfast, Av. ayara day; cf. ERST. 
Hence ereLo:-NG before the lapse of much 
time. XVI. ereWwHrLE (arch.) some time 
ago. OE. @rhwilum. 

erect ire-kt upright. xiv (Ch.; rare before 
XVI). — L. érectus, pp. of erigere set up, f. ê 
EX-l--regere direct (cf. REGAL). So ere:ct 
set up or upright xv; raise into XVII. f. 
érect-, pp. stem of érigere. So ere-cTION. 
xv. - F. or L. ere:cton! one who erects XVI ; 
(anat.) muscle causing erection XIX. 

-erel see -REL. 


eremite  e'rimait (arch.) hermit. XIII. 
— OF. eremite, var. of (h)ermite HERMIT. So 
eremrTIC XV, eremrTICAL XVI. -F. 
érémitique, medL. erémiticus. 

erethism e‘ribizm unusual or morbid 
excitement. XVII. ~F. éréthisme - Gr. 
erethismós, f. erethízein, eréthein irritate; see 
-ISM. 

erg Sig (phys.) centimetre-gramme-second 
unit of work. XIX (1873). — Gr. érgon WORK. 

ergo 3-gou therefore. xiv. L., as prep. in 
consequence of, absol. consequently; rel. 
to ergá opposite, against, towards. 

ergot 3'1got disease of the seed of rye. 
xvi. - F. ergot, OF. ar(z)got, argor cock’s 
spur, of unkn. origin. 
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ericaceous erikei: [os (bot.) pert. to the family 
Ericaceze (heaths). xix. modL., f. L. erice 
— Gr. eríké (earlier ereiké) heath ; see -ACEOUS. 


eristic eri:stik controversial. XVII. — Gr. 
eristikós, f. ervfzein wrangle, f. erid-, érts 
strife ; see -IC. 


erl-king S:lki-n goblin haunting the Black 
Forest. xviir (Scott). Partial tr. of G. 
erlkönig ‘elder-king’ (first in Herder’s 
‘Stimmen der Völker in Liedern’, 1778), 
misunderstanding of Da. elle(r)konge (for 
elve(r)konge) king of elves (see ELF, KING). 


ermine 5‘1min stoat x11; fur of this, often 
having the black tails arrayed upon it XIII; 
(her. white with black spots xv. -— OF. 
(h)ermine (mod. hermine) — Pr. ermini, Sp. 
armifio, Pg. arminho, prob. :- medL. (müs) 
Armenius ‘Armenian mouse’, equiv. to L. 
miis Ponticus (Pliny) ‘mouse of Pontus’ (Ar- 
menia and Pontus were conterminous); cf. 
medGr. mudtds (f. mûs mouse) name of an 
Armenian garment (Julius Pollux, c. 180 
A.D.). But contact with similar Germ. words 
is possible, viz. OHG. harmin adj., f. harmo 
stoat, weasel (G. harme) = OE. hearma 
glossing L. megale (i.e. mygale), rel. to Lith. 
fzermuéd weasel; cf. OHG. harmili, MHG. 
hermelin (G. hermelin), which may be 
either a deriv. of this, or - Rom. *armelinus, 
whence F. hermeline, It. ermellino, Tarmel- 
lino, Sp. armelina. obs. or arch. Eng. ermelin 
(Spenser). So ermines (her.) fur with 
white spots on a black ground. XVI. poss. 
= OF. hermines, pl. of herminet, dim. of 
hermine. 


-ern oun suffix in eastern, western, northern, 
southern, OE. -erne = OS., OHG. -rõni, 
ON. -rænn :- Germ. *-rénjaz, f. *-ro- (as 
in *austro- ; see EAST) J- *-ónjaz — L. -àáneus 
-ANEOUB. 


erne àin (atch.) eagle. OE. earn = MLG. 
arn, arnt (Du. arend), OHG. arn, ON. orn 
:t- Germ. *arnuz, rel. to *aron, whence 
OHG. aro (G. aar), ON. ari, Goth. ara; cf. 
Gr. drnis bird, OSI. orili, Lith. erélis, éras, 
W. eryr, Olr. trar, Corn., Bret. er eagle. 


erode érou'd eat or wear away. xViI. — F. 
éroder or L. éródere, f. € EX-1-+ rédere gnaw 
(see RODENT). So erosION érou'zon. XVI. 
— F. érosion — L. &róstó(n-), f. évós-, pp. stem 


of eroódere. 


erotic érotik pert. to the passion of love. 

XVII. — F. érotique - Gr. erótikós, f. erót-, 
érós sexual love; see -1C. So erotism 
e'routizm. XIX ; after F. érotisme. ero'tic- 
ISM. XIX. erotoMA'NIA. XIX. 


err 31 goastray; Troam. xiv (R. Mannyng, 
Rolle, Cb., Wyclif). -(O)F. errer — Pr., 
Sp. errar, It. errare t- L. erráre z— *ersáre, 
rel. to Goth. airzet error, airzjan lead 
astray, OS., OHG. irri astray, angry (G. 
irra), OE. terre gone astray, perverse, angry. 
@ For anger conceived as wandering from 
a path cf. L. délirdre (see DELIRIUM). 


errand e‘rand tmessage; tmission OE.; 
business on which one is sent XIII; journey 
taken to convey a message, etc. XVII. OE, 
&rende = OF ris. érende, OS. árundi, OHG. 
Grunti, -onti, -andi:- Germ. *rundjam, 
obscurely rel. to svnon. ON. eyrindi, erindi, 
erindi (Sw. ärende, Da. ærinde) += Germ. 
*arundjam; neither type can be reconciled 
with the otherwise plausible connexion with 
OE. dr, OS. ēru, ON. drr, Goth. airus 


messenger. 


errant e‘ront A. travelling in quest of 
adventure, as in knight errant xiv; T(leg.) 
itinerant, in eyre xv; B. fthorough (see 
ARRANT) ; C. wandering, straying xv. —(O)F. 
errant, in which two distinct words have 
coalesced: (i) prp. of OF. errer, earlier 
Tedrer travel as in quest of adventure 
(chevalier errant knight errant) :- Rom. 
*iterdre, for L. ttinerdre ITINERATE, f. iter 
journey; (i) prp. of (O)F. errer wander, 
ERR. In C - L. errant-, -àns, prp. of errdre. 
So error eror false belief x11; mistake, 
wrongdoing XIV; wandering xvi. — OF. 
errour, errur (mod. erreur) = Pr., Sp. error, 
It. errore :— L. errérem, nom. error += *ersor 
(see ERR). As with horror, mirror, terror, the 
sp. continued to vacillate between -or and 
-our till c. 1800. erratic ére-tik Twander- 
ing, vagrant XIV (Ch., errattke sterres, tr. 
L. stelle errantes, Gr. dorepes aAavijrat 
planets); (geol.) stray ; eccentric or irregular 
in conduct xix. ~ (O)F. erratique — L. errd- 
ticus, f. errdt-, pp. stem of errdre ERR; see 
-IC. So erratum érertom error made in 
writing or printing. XVI. sb. use of n. pp. of 
erráre. | In xvu-xvin errata. was used as 
a sg. with pl. errataes, errata's. erroneous 
érou'nios wrong, faulty xiv (Usk); tstray- 
ing xv. — OF. erroneus ox f. L. erróneus 
(whence F. erroné), f. erro(n-) vagabond, 
f. errdvre; see -EOUS. 


ersatz E-izats substitute or imitation. xXx. 
G. ‘compensation’, ‘replacement’, f. ersetzen 
replace, f. er-, unstressed var. of ur- = 
OFris., OS. ur-, or-, OE. or---setzen SET!. 


Erse 31s Irish, esp. applied to Irish and 
Scotch Gaelic. xiv (ersche). Early Sc. var. 
of InisH. 


erst dist earliest, first, (arch.) formerly, 
before. Also arst (xiv-xv). OE. rest, su- 
perl. corr. to &r ERE — OS. érist (Du. eerst), 
OHG. érist (G. erst) :- WGerm. *airista (see 
-EST). Hence e:rst-wuirLE. xvi (Spenser). 
after erewhule. 


erubescent erube‘sant blushing. XVIII. 
— L. érubéscent-, -éns, prp. of erubescere, f. 
& EX-i--rubésceve, f. rubére be RED; see 
-ESCENT. 


eructate irj kteit belch. xvir. f. pp. stem 
of L.. éructdre, f. € E- - ructáre belch, rel. to 
REEK ; see -ATE?. So eructa:TION. Xv. = L. 


erudite e:rjudait learned. xv. - L. éruditus, 
pp. of érudire, f. 6 Ex-'-+-rudis RUDE; see -ITE. 
So erudi‘TION. xv. —(O)F. or L. 
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ERUPTION 


eruption ira‘pJan breaking or bursting 
forth, outbreak. xv. — (O)F. éruption or L. 
eruptio(n-), f. érupt-, érumpere, f. & ex-!+ 
rumpere break; see RUPTURE, -TION. So 
eru pt. xvii. f. L. érupt-; or a back- 
formation. eru'ptivk. xvit; cf. F. éruptif. 


eery ori suffix first occurring (ME. -erie, 
-erye) in adoptions from French and subse- 
quently used on the analogy of these in 
formations on various kinds of base. (O)F. 
-erte, which superseded -ie -Y° as a living 
formative, arose from the addition of -ie to 
personal designations in -(i)er, -eur, to 
denote quality, condition, action, occupa- 
tion, or calling; e.g. archerie ARCHERY, f. 
archer; chevalerie CHIVALRY, f. chevalier; 
flatterie FLATTERY, f. flatteur. Such comps. 
came to be apprehended as directly rel. to 
the ult. base, as chevalerie to cheval horse; 
consequently, formations on various kinds 
of sb. were made, e.g. diablerie devilry on 
diable devil, imagerie IMAGERY on image, 
juiverie JEWRY on juif Jew, loterie LOTTERY on 
lot; this was extended to adjs., as effronterie 
EFFRONTERY on effronté, sauvagerie SAVAGERY, 
and to vbs. as batterie BATTERY on battre; 
and the practice was followed in Eng. forma- 
tions, as deanery, drudgery, gunnery, slavery, 
thievery. ‘The suffix enters into many sbs. 
having a derogatory or contemptuous refer- 
ence as buffoonery, foolery, flummery, frip- 
pery, monkery, popery, quackery, waggery. 
The suffix came to be esp. assoc. with -ER! 
and -ER?, so that all agent-nouns in -er have 
actually or potentially a deriv. in -ery de- 
noting condition, occupation, etc., e.g. book- 
bindery, drapery, drysaltery, grocery, joinery, 
millinery; hence, by extension, in designa- 
tions of premises, establishments, environ- 
ment, fittings, etc., as bakery, crockery, 
deanery, machinery, nursery, orangery, ostlery, 
plggery, rookery, scenery, surgery, swannery, 
vinery ; the pl. -eries is used also beside the 
sg. in names of wares, as groceries (XVIL). In 
some cases it is transferred to the place of 
manufacture, e.g. The Potteries (see POT- 
TERY), on the model of which The Dukeries 
has been applied to an area of Nottingham- 
shire and Derbyshire containing several 
ducal seats. The title of the Fisheries Exhibi- 
tion of 1883 led to a colloq. use of Healtheries 
for the later Health Exhibition and of 
Colinderies for the Colonial and Indian 
Exhibition. See also the reduced var. -Ry. 
@ A few F. words in -erie have been adopted 
in recent times, e.g. causerie, lingerie. 


eryngo éringou sea holly, Eryngium mari- 
timum; Tcandied root of this. xvi (Sh.). 
irreg. — It. or Sp. eringio — L. éryngium — Gr. 
éruggion, dim. of éruggos. 


erysipelas erisi:palos local febrile disease 
with red inflammation. xvI (XIV—xv erísi- 
pia). - L.- Gr. erusípelas, perh. f. base of 
eruthrés RED (cf. erusibé red blight)+ *pel- 
skin, FELL}. 


erythema  eripimo inflammation of the 


ESCHALOT 


skin. xvi. modL. - Gr. eráthéma, f. 
eruthaínein be red, f. eruthrós RED. 


erythro- érrprou comb. form of Gr. 
eruthrós RED, mainly in chem. terms. XIX. 


es- prefix occurring in adoptions from OF. 
with initial es- :2— L. ex- EX-1; a few survive 
with this element unchanged, as escape, 
escort; others have been refash. with ex-, 
as exchange for eschange. Q To be distin- 
guished from es- produced by the prothesis 
of etos-+cons., as in especial, esquire, estate. 


escalade eskalei-d scaling the walls of a 
fortified place. xvi (Florio). -—F. escalade 
— Sp. escalado (also used in Eng. XVI-XIX) == 
It. scalata, f. medL. scaldre SCALE vb.; see 
-ADE. 


escalator e-skaleitar moving staircase. Xx. 
orig. U.S., f. stem of prec. + -ATOR. 

escallop éskz-lop, early form of SCALLOP. 

escape éskerp gain one’s liberty by flight; 
get away from. xiv (R. Mannyng, Rolle). 
‘The earliest recorded forms are ascape and 
(aphetic) scape (- AN., ONF. ascaper), with 
occas. accommodated forms atscape, ofscape ; 
vars. of this type, aschape, achape (— OF. 
aschaper), aphetic schape, chape, were fre- 
quent in XIV; the present form is - AN,, 
ONF. escaper (mod. échapper) — Pr., Sp., 
Pg. escapar, lt. scappare, Rum. scádpa :— 
CRom. *excappáre, f. L. ex EX-!-- medL. 
cuppa cloak (see CAP); for the sense-de- 
velopment cf, Gr. éxdvew strip of clothing, 
get out of, escape. So esca-pe sb. (xrir) xiv. 
in earliest use — OF. eschap, f. eschaper; 
later f. the vb. escapADE eskapei-d escape, 
runaway flight xvir ; flighty piece of conduct 
XIX (Scott). -F. escapade - Pr. or Sp. 
escapada, f. escapar. escapEE' one who has 
escaped. xix. — F. échappé, sb. use of pp. 
esca:peMENT in a clock or watch. XVIII 
(earlier scapement; cf. scape pinion, wheel). 
— F. échappement (1718), f. échapper ; the ref. 
is to the ‘escape’ of the toothed wheel from 
its detention by the pallet. In the sense 
‘escape’ xIx (Hood, Froude, George Eliot). 


escarpment éska-1pmont (fortif.) ground 
cut to form a steep slope; (geol.) abrupt face 
of a ridge or hill range. xix. — F. escarpe- 
ment, f. escarper ; see SCARP, -MENT. 


-escent e'sənt suffix repr. F. -escent and its 
source L, -éscentem, nom. -éscéns, prp. end- 
ing of vbs. in -éscere, chiefly inceptives f. 
vbs. of state in -ére, e.g. liquescere, f. liquére 
be LIQUID; primarily occurring in adjs. — L. 
prps. (orig. through F.), as deliquescent, 
effervescent, obsolescent, putrescent, the gen. 
sense being ‘beginning to assume a certain 
state’; later used to form adis. on sbs., as 
alkalescent, f. alkali, and in several words 
describing the play of light and colour, as 
fluorescent, iridescent, opalescent, phosphores- 
cent. 'lhe corr. suffix of the nouns of state 
is -escence e'sons, less freq. -escency 
e*sonsi. 


eschalot see SHALLOT. 
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ESCHATOLOGY 


eschatology eskata-lod3i theology of ‘the 
four last things’ (Death, Judgment, Heaven, 
Hel). xix. f. Gr. éskhatos last (perh. f. ex 
EX-?) J- -oLoGYy. 


escheat istfi-t lapsing of an estate to the 
overlord, estate so lapsed, xiv. — OF. 
eschete :— *excadecta, sb. use of pp. of Rom. 
*excadére (OF. escheoir, mod. échotr, Pr. 
escazer fall out, happen, Sp. escaecer, Pg. 
esquecer forget, be forgotten), for L. excidere 
fall away, escape, pass away, escape the 
memory, forget, f. ex EX-l-- cadere fall (see 
CASE). Hence eschea-t vb. xiv. So es- 
chea-ton!. xiv. —- AN. eschetour. Cf. CHEAT. 


eschew  istfüà^ avoid, shun. xiv. - OF. 
eschiver (mod. esquiver — It.) = Pr., Sp. 
esquivar (whence It. schivare) :t- Rom. *ski- 
vare~ Germ. *skeux(w)an (OHG. sctuhen, 
G. scheuen), f. *skeux(uw)az say}. 


eschscholtzia_ efo-ltsio, (pop.) ésko'ltfo 
California poppy. xix. modL., named 1821 
by A. v. Chamisso after J. F. v. Eschscholtz ; 
see ~IAl, 

escort e'sk5it armed guard or convoy XVI; 
accompanying person or persons XVIII. — F. 


escorte — It. scorta, sb. use of fern. pp. of 


scorgere guide, conduct :- Rom. *excorrigere, 
f. ex EX-1-- corrigere set in order, CORRECT!. 
So escort vb. xvin. -F. escorter — It. 
scortare. 


escritoire eskritw4-1 writing-desk. XVIII. 
— OF. escritoire orig. m. in sense ‘study’ 
(mod. écritoire) s= L. SCRIPTORIUM. @ Also 
tescruto(i)re; the aphetic forms tscrito(z)re, 
tscrutore, are earlier (XVII). 


escrow éskrou: (leg.) species of deed. XVI. 
-~ AN. escrowe, OF. escroe t= medL. scréda 
— Germ. *skraud- SHRED. 


esculent e:skjülont suitable for food. xvit. 
- L. ésculentus, f. ésca food (:- *édsqa), f. 
*ed- of edere EAT ; see -ULENT. 


escutcheon éska‘tfon  (her.) shield. xv. 
— AN., ONF. escuchon (OF. escusson, mod. 
écusson) :- Rom. *scütiónem, f. scitum shield. 


-ese i'z suffix (always stressed) zepr. OF. 
-eis (mod. -ois, -ais) = Pr., Sp. es, Pg. -es, 
It. -ese — L. -énsem (nom. -énsis), which 
meant ‘belonging to, originating in (a place)’, 
as hortēnsis, f. hortus garden, praténsis, f. 
prdtum meadow, and in many adjs. of local 
names, as Athéniénsis Athenian, f. Athénze 
Athens. As a living suffix it forrns derivs. 
of names of countries modelled usu. on 
Rom. prototypes, as Chinese, Japanese, 
Portuguese (F. chinois, japonats, portugais) 
and from some names of foreign towns, as 
Cantonese, Pekinese, Milanese, Viennese. 
Such adjs. are used sb. as names of lan- 
guages or as designations of peoples; in the 
latter use formerly with pl. in -eses, but now 
the pl. form is the same as the sg. From 
words in -ese used as pl. illiterate or joc. sg. 
back-formations have been made, as Chinee, 
Maltee, Portugee. A frequent mod. applica- 
tion of the suffix is to the diction of authors 


ESPY 





who are alleged to write a language of their 
own, as Carlylese, Johnsonese; modelled on 
these are journalese, newspaperese, guide- 
bookese. 


esemplastic esemple-stik unifying. XIX 
(Coleridge). irreg. f. Gr. es (eis) into + hén, 
n. of he’s ONE+plastikds PLASTIC, after G. 
ineinsbildung unification (Schelling, 1803). 
@ Preceded by the etymol. correct forms 
eisenoplasty, esenoplastic in 1810. 


Eskimo, (formerly) Esquimaux e-skimou 
member of an American race of Indians in- 
habiting the Arctic coast. xvii. — Da. 
Eskimo (Sw. Eskimd)- F. Esquimaux pl. 
=- N. Amer. Indian word (cf. Abnaki Eski- 
mantsic, Ojibway Ashkimeq) meaning ‘eaters 
of raw flesh’ (cf. Cree aski raw, mow he 
eats). 


esophagus see ŒSOPHAGUS. 


esoteric esoute'rik pert. to the initiated 
\( exoteric. xvit. ~ Gr. esdterikds (Lucian, 
attributing to Aristotle a classification of his 
own works into ‘esoteric’ and ‘exoteric’), f. 
es6térd inner, compar. of ésó within, f. es (eis) 
into; see IN!, - THER, -I1C. 


espalier éspz-lio:r framework for training 
trees on; fruit-tree so trained. xvir. — F. 
espalier — It. spalliera applied to supports 
for the shoulders, hence to stakes of that 
height, f. spalla shoulder (SPATULA). 


esparto espaitou Spanish grass, Stipa 
tenacissima. XVIII. = Sp. esparto = L. 
spartum — Gr. spárton. 


especial èspe'fəl special. xiv (Ch.). - OF. 
especial - L. speciális, f. spbeciés SPECIES; cf. 
SPECIAL. Hence espe‘cialLy*. xvi. 

Esperanto espore:ntou name of an arti- 
ficial language invented by L. L. Zamenhof, 
who brought out ‘Langue Internationale, 
préface et manuel complet’ at Warsaw in 
1887 under the pen-name of Dr. Esperanto 
(i.e. ‘hoping one’); appeared as the name of 
the language first in 1889. 

espionage e'splonid;, espiona: 5, éspai:onid 5 
spying. XVIII. -— F. espionnage, f. espionner, 
f. espion SPY. 

esplanade  esplonerd open level space. 
xvll. —F. esplanade - Sp. esplanada, f. 
esplanar 1- L.. explánáre flatten out, level; 
See EXPLAIN, -ADE. 


espousal  éspauzol marriage, betrothal. 
xIv (also in aphetic form spousal xIv). 
—- OF. espusaile, chiefly espousailles fem. pl. 
(mod. épousailles) — Pr. esposalhas, OSp. 
esposayas :— L.. spónsália, sb. use of n. pl. of 
sponsális, f. spónsus SPOUSE; see -AL?. So 
espouse marry XV; Tbetroth ; adopt, em- 
brace (opinions) xvir. — OF. espouser (mod. 
épouser) — Pr. espozar, etc. :- L. spónsáre, 
f. spóns-, spondére betroth (see SPONSOR). 

esprit espri: intellect, nous. xvi. F.:-L. 
spiritus SPIRIT. 

espy éspar Tspy upon; descry. XIV. = OF. 
espier (mod. épier); see SPY. 
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eesque e'sk suffix forming adjs., repr. F. 
-esque — It. -esco :- Rom.  *-iscus — Germ. 
*-iskaz -18H! ; in adoptions from It. through 
F. in the basic sense of ‘resembling the style 
of, partaking of the characteristics of', as in 
arabesque, burlesque, Dantesque, grotesque, 
picaresque, picturesque, romanesque. It. -esco 
is freely added to names of artists, whence by 
imitation Claudesque, Giottesque, Titianesque, 
Turneresque, and many nonce-formations on 
authors’ names, as Browningesque, Kipling- 
esque, Shazcesque. 


Esquimaux see ESKIMO. 


esquire éskwaio:i young man attending on 
a knight; man ranking immediately below 
a knight xv; as a title xiv. Early forms 
esquyer, -ier — OF. esquier (mod. écuyer) — 
Pr. escudier (whence It. scudiere, etc.) ~ L. 
$ctitáriu-s shield-bearer, f. scitum shield (cf. 
ÉCU). Aphetic SQUIRE is earlier. 


ess es pl. esses e:siz (as in Collar of Esses) the 
letter S. xvr. 


sess! és suffix forming sbs. denoting female 
persons and animals —(O)F. -esse = Pr. -esa, 
Sp. -esa, -isa, Pg. -eza, -iza, T-essa, Rum. 
-easá :- CRom. *-essa, for late L. -issa = Gr. 
-issa (i— *¥-tkyd; cf. OE. fem. suffix -iége :- 
*.1936n), as in basilissa queen (f. basiletis king), 
but esp. in late formations, as baldnissa 
bathing-woman, diakdmissa DEACONESS, on 
the model of which were formed abbatissa 
ABBESS, and the like. ‘Thence the suffix 
became generalized for the formation of 
fem. derivs. of masc. sbs., e.g. F. comtesse 
(f. comte), whence Eng. countess, and simi- 
larly duchess, hostess, lioness, mistress, princess. 
In OF. -esse was added to mascs. in -ere, 
-eor, e.g. enchanteresse enchantress; so in 
ME. -ess was added to agent-nouns in -er 
and -ster, as tdwelleress, huntress (Ch.), 
seamstress, songstress, contraction taking 
place where possible ; the older Tgoverneresse 
was reduced to governess ; similarly we have 
adventuress, tconqueress, murderess; there 
are several cases of sbs. in -tor with fems. 
in -tress (e.g. actress, benefactress, traitress), 
with the result that this ending corr. to F. 
-trice, L. -trix. There was gen. extension to 
other kinds of sb., as authoress, giantess, 
goddess, heroess, Jewess, mayoress, poetess, 
prioress, quakeress, tailoress, for some of 
which, however, there are F. models; some 
have mascs. in -er, -o7, as cateress, procuress, 
sorceress; votary gives votaress. 


sess? es ME. -esse ~ (O)F. -esse, T-ece — Pr. 
-ez(z)a, Sp. -eza, It. -ezza, Rum. -eatd :- 
L. -itia (of disputed origin), forming sbs. of 
quality or condition, as tristitia sadness, f. 
tristis sad; examples are DURESS, thumblesse, 
LARGESS, }nobless, PROWESS, trichesse RICHES, 
all adopted from French, on the analogy of 
which Spenser formed pseudo-arch. idlesse. 


essart var. of ASSART. 
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essay eser try, test xv (Caxton); try to do 


EST 





XVI ; attempt, try to accomplish xvir. Altera- 
tion of ASSAY by assim. to F. essayer — Pr. 
essayar, assajar, Sp. ensayar, It. (as)saggiare 
:- Rom. *exagiàre weigh, f. late L. exagium 
weighing, balance, f. exag-, base of L. 
exigere weigh (cf. EXAMINE). So essay e'sei 
sb. trial, attempt, result of this; form of 
literary composition. XVI. ~(O)F. essai, f. 
essayer ; whence also It. saggio, Sp. ensayo, 
Pg. ensaio. Hence e:ssayisr. xvir (Chap- 
man, B. Jonson); whence F. essayiste (Gon- 
court), Sp. ensayista. Q| The title of Francis 
Bacon’s ‘Essayes | Religious Meditations | 
Places of perswasion and disswasion’, 1597, 
was adopted from ‘Les Essais de Michel 
seigneur de Montaigne’, 1580. Montaigne’s 
application of essai varies (cf. faux Essais que 
i’en fay ici’ [i.e. de mon iugement]’, bk. t, 
ch. i, and "Toute cette fricassee que ie 
barbouille ici n'est qu'vn registre des essais 
fi.e. experiences] de ma vie’, bk. 11, ch. xiii; 
but, presumably because of the content and 
character of M.’s work, his title was taken by 
Bacon to mean ‘dispersed Meditacions’, 
which is his own description of Seneca’s 
Epistles in the 1607-12 MS. of the ‘Essayes’. 


esse e'si being, essence. XVI. L. inf. (sce 


BE); used as sb. by the schoolmen. Cf. BENE 
ESSE. 


essence e'səns (theol.) substance XIV; 


texistence, being xv1; that by which a thing 
is what it is; chemical (etc.) extract of a 
substance; perfume xvri. —(O)F. essence, 
corr. to Pr. essentia, Sp. esencia, It. essenza 
- L. essentia (Quintilian, Seneca), f. *essent-, 
assumed prp. stem of esse be, on the model 
of Gr. ousíd, f. ont-, prp. stem of efnai be. 
So essentiAL ése'níol xiv (R. Rolle, T're- 
visa). —late L. essentialis (Augustine); cf. 
F. essentiel, Pr. essencial, etc. 


Essene esīi'n one of an ascetic and mystical 


Jewish sect. xvL -L. pl. Essént- Gr. 
Essénoi, presumably of Heb. or Aram. 
origin. 


essoi(g)n  esoin (leg.) excuse for non- 


appearance. XIV. — OF. essoine, essotgne, f. 
essoi(g)ner :- medL. exsoniáre, f. ex EX-1-- 
soma lawful excuse ~ OHG. sunnia hin- 
drance = OS. sunnea want, lack, ON. syn 
refusal, denial, Goth. sunja (recorded only 
in the sense ‘truth’; but cf. sunjon vb. 
excuse), perh. rel. to SIN. So essoi'n vb. 
xv. - OF, essoignier. 


-est ist suffix forming the superl. of adjs. 


and advs., repr. two orig. distinct forms: 
(i) OE. -ost-, -ust-, -ast-, corr. to OFris., 
ON. -ast-, OS. OHG,, Goth. -oóst- :- 
CGerm. *-óstaz; (ii) OE. -est-, -st-, with 
mutation of stem, corr. to OFris., OS., 
OHG., Goth. -Zto- :- CGerm. *-itaz. 
‘These two suffixes are comps. of two compar. 
suffixes, viz. *-óz- and *-iz- (see -ER?), with 
IE. *-to-, for which there are parallels in Gr. 
-isto-, Skr. -ishtha-. The conditions of the 
use of -est as opp. to that of most are similar 


ESTABLISH 


to those obtaining for -ER? and more; adjs. 
in -OUS are a special case, forms like mervel- 
lousest and preposterousest (Butler's 'Hudi- 
bras") being mainly occas., and contr. forms 
like »nerveilloust being regular in Xiv-xv and 
sometimes later. 


establish éstz-blif settle xiv (Ch.) ; set up 
and settle xv; install xv1; prove valid xvrrr. 
- establiss-, lengthened stem of OF. establir 
(mod. établir) = Pr. establir, It. stabilire 
— L. stabilire, f. stabilis STABLE? ; see -IsH?. 
Hence esta‘blishMENT. xv (Caxton). 
@ Aphetic stadblish is earlier. 


estafette «estofet mounted courier. XVII. 
F., — It. staffetta, dim. of staffa stirrup 
- Langobardic *staffa STEP. 


estaminet este-minei café. xix (Thacke- 
ray). F.,- Walloon staminé manger, cow- 
house, f. stamó pole to which a cow is 
fastened beside the manger in a stall, prob. 
— G. stamm STEM, trunk. 


estancia estæ'nsiə, -þia cattle-farm. XVIII. 
Sp., ‘station’ = OF. estance, It. stanza :— 
medL. stantia, f. L. stant-, stdns, prp. of 
stare STAND. Earlier testancion (xv11), blend- 
ing of this with Sp. estacion STATION. 


estate éstei't (arch.) state, condition, status 
xr (AncrR.); outward pomp xiv; class of 
the body politic xv; interest in property xv; 
property, possessions xvi; landed property 
xvii. Early forms aestat, astat(e), estat 
— OF. estat (mod. état) = Pr. estat, Sp. 
estado, It. stato — L. status, f. stat-, pp. stem 
of stare STAND, Q] Aphetic STATE. 


esteem ésti-m A. Tvalue, assess xv (Love); 
hold in (such-and-such) estimation xvi; B. 
Tjudge of xv (Fortescue) ; account, consider 
xvi. Earlier forms estyme, esteme, also ex- 
(as in OF.) - (O)F. estimer — Pr., Sp. esti- 
mar, 1t. stimare — L. estimáre (orig.) fix the 
price of, estimate, the phonetic repr. of 
which in F. was tesmer (see Aim). The 
unexpl. ME. development of 1 to e, whence 
mod. i, is paralleled in redeem. So estee-m 
sb. xiv; also aphetic tsteem (xIv). — (O)F. 
estime. e-StimABLE. XVI. - F. - L. esti- 
mate e:stimeit Tjudge, esteem xvi ; tvalue, 
assess ; form an approximate notion of XVII. 
f. pp. stem of L. zstimáre, -umáre. Hence, 
or poss. — L. estimátus, estimate sb. e'sti- 
mot. XVI So estima TION. xiv (Wycl. 
Bible, Ch.). - (O)F. or L. 


ester e'sto:r (chem.) compound formed by 
the combination of an acid and an alcohol 
with elimination of water. XIX. ~G. ester 
(Gmelin), arbitrary modification of ETHER, 
perh. recalling the sound of G. essigäther, 
repr. the group. 


estop ėstə'p stop, esp. in law. xv. = AN., 
OF. estop(p)er, estouper; see STUFF. So 
estoppel ésto-pal (leg.) impediment, bar 
XVI; tobstruction xvi. - OF. estoup(p)ail, 
f. estouper ; see -AL?, 


ET CETERA 


estovers éstou‘vaiz (leg.) necessaries 
allowed by law. xv. pl. of AN. estover, sb. 
use of estover, OF. estoveir, based on L. est 
opus (cf. ORum. op este) it is necessary. 
Aphetic fstover provision of food (xin). 


estrade estra-d dais. xvii. =F. estrade 
fem., — Sp. estrado m. (which was adopted 
earlier XVI) carpeted part of a room, draw- 
ing-room, reception room = Pr. estrado, 
It. strato :— L. strátum STRATUM. 


estrange éstrei‘nd3 make strange or a 
stranger of, alienate. xv. - AN. estraunger, 
OF. estranger (mod. étranger) — Pr. estra- 
nhar, Sp. estrañar, It. stranare :- L. extrá- 
neáre, f. extrdneus STRANGE. 


estray éstrei: stray animal. xvi. = AN. 
estray, f. estraier, whence estray: vb. xvi. 
Aphetic STRAY. 


estreat éstri't (leg.) true copy or note of a 
document. XIV (first in aphetic form Tstrete). 
— ÀN. estrete, OF. estraite, sb. use of fem. 
pp. of estraire :- L. extrahere EXTRACT. 
Hence estrea-t vb. xvi. 


estridge! e:strid3 ‘tostrich xv; ostrich 
down XiX. — OF. *estruche, estruce (— Pr. 
estrus), var. of ostruce OSTRICH. 


estridge? estrid3 goshawk. xiv. ME. 
estriche, ? modification of medL. asturcus, 
ostric(1)us, f£. late L. astur. Cf. OSTRINGER. 


estuary e'stjuori tidal inlet or mouth of a 
river. XVI. —L. zstuárium tidal part of 
a shore, tidal channel, sb. use (sc. litus shore) 
of n. of *xstudrius tidal, f. astus swell, 
surge, tide; see -ARY. 


esurient isjuə'riənt hungry. XVIL — L. 
ésurient-, -éns, prp. of ésurire be hungry, 
desiderative vb. f. és-, pp. stem of edere EAT; 
see -ENT. 


-et it suffix forming dims. from sbs., repr. 
(O)F. -et m., -ette fem., corr. to Pr. -et, -eta, 
Sp. -ito, -1ta, It. -etto, -etta :- CRom. *-:tto, 
*-itta, *-étto, -a, of unkn. (perh. non-L.) 
origin; it occurs in many adoptions from 
French, as budget, bullet, crotchet, fillet, 
gibbet, gullet, hatchet, mallet, pocket, pullet, 
sonnet, tablet, turret, in most of which there 
is no longer any consciousness of a dim. 
force. It became an Eng. formative from 
xvi, e.g. thillet, smilet. ‘The distinction be- 
tween masc. and fem. suffixes was rarely 
shown even in ME. ; but the sp. -ete occas. 
occurs, e.g. polete PULLET; in adoptions of 
XVI and xvii -ef often repr. F. -ette, e.g. 
facet ; cf. epaulet(te). For its use in adjs. see 
dulcet, russet, violet. The combination in 
OF. of -et with -el produced -elet, for which 
see -LET. 


etacism i:tosizm 'Erasmian' pronunciation 
of Gr. 3 as € or &. xix. f. Gr. éta name of 
7 T -18M, with c after labdacism. 


et cetera étset(o)ro and the rest. late OE. 
L., et and, cétera (often cetera) the rest, n. pl. 
of céterus remaining over, perh. f. pro- 
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ETCH 


nominal stem, or *cae (= Gr. kai) and+ 
*etero- other (cf. Umbrian etru, etram, etraf). 


etch etf engrave by ‘eating away’ the sur- 
face with corrosives. XVII. — Du. etsen- G. 
dtzen (OHG. azzen, ezzen) :— Germ. *atjan, 
causative of *etan EAT. 


eternal it3'nol infinite in duration. XIV 
(eterneel, Ch). -— OF. eternal, -el (mod. 
éternel) = Pr., Sp. eternal, lt. eternale 
~ late L. xterndlis, f. eternus, for *xviternus, 
f. evum age (cf. zEON); see -ALI. So (arch.) 
eterne, xiv (Ch). -OF. eterne - L. 
&ternus. ete-rnirv. xiv (Ch). - (O)F. - L.. 


etesian éti:3ion name of certain winds in 
the Mediterranean area blowing from the 
NW. for a certain period annually. xvii 
(Holland). f. L. etésius — Gr. etésios annual, 
f. etes-, (r)étos year; see VETERAN, -IAN. 


eth- ep first part of ETHER used in the 
formation of names of members of the 
bicarbon series of hydrocarbons, ethane, 
ethene, ethyl (earlier ethule, the form used 
by Berzelius, inventor of the name); see 
-ANE?, -ENE, -YL. 

-eth! ip in twentieth to ninetieth: see -TH?. 


-eth? ep suffix repr. AN. -et, OF. -e(2t :- L. 
-dtem, nom. -ds (see -y*), as in ME. bountep 
BOUNTY, dainteb (xiu) DAINTY, Sc. purteth 
(XVI), later poortith POVERTY. € Pasteth, -yth 
in vocabularies of xv appear to be analogical 
alterations of pasty. 


Ethanim e‘bonim seventh month of the 
Jewish year (October-November).  xvI. 
Heb. (yérah hd) éthdnim month of steady- 
flowing rivers (éthan ever-flowing). 


ether i-boz clear sky; (phys.) substance 
permeating space XVII; (chem.) liquid ob- 
tained by the action of acid on alcohol 
xvin. — (OJF. éther or L. ethér — Gr. aithér 
upper air, f. base of aíthein kindle, burn, 
shine, aíthrá fine weather, L. zsiás summer, 
Olr. aed fire. So etherear! ipio-rial of the 
ether; heavenly; airy XVI; impalpable xvit; 
pert, to ether xvni. f. L. æthereus, ætherius 
-= Gr. aithérios. Hence ethe-realizE. xix. 


ethic epik adj. pert. to morals xv (now 
mostly repl. by e-thical xvii). - F. éthique 
(Montaigne, 1580) or L. éthicus — Gr. 
éthikds, f. éthos; sb. sg. moral science xiv, 
after (O)F. éthique (xit1), L. éthicé, Gr. (he) 
éthiké (sc. tékhné) xiv; ethics pl. xv; after 
OF. étiques, medL. éhica n. pl.- Gr. tà 
éthikd. See -Ic, -ICAL, -Ics. So ethos i:pos 
characteristic spirit, settled character. xix. 
-]ate L. (Sidon.) - Gr. éthos usage, character, 
personal disposition, f. IE. *szedh-, f. refl. 
pron. *sze- oneself+ *dhé- place, pol. 

Ethiopian ipiou:pion pert. to Ethiopia; 
native of Ethiopia, tblackamoor. xu. f. 
Ethiopia, ZEthiopia, f. ZEthiops Ethiopian, 
— Gr. Aithtops, f. aíthein burn, dps face (see 
EYE); see -IAN. The earlier form was Ethiop 
(xiv) - L. ZEthiops. So Ethiopic -o'pik. 
xvi. -L.- Gr, 


EU- 


ethnic e:pnik TGentile, pagan XIV; pert. to 
race XIX. -ecclL. ethnicus (whence F. 
ethnique) heathen = Gr. ethnikós, f. éthnos 
nation (ecclGr. tà éthné the nations, the 
Gentiles, rendering Heb. góyzm, pl. of góy 
nation, esp. non-Israelitish nation). 3o eth- 
DnO'GRAPHY, -0:LOGY XIX ; prob. after F. or G. 


ethyl e:pil see ETH-. 
etiolate i-tidleit blanch. xvi. f. F. étioler 


- (see -ATE?), — Norman F. (s')étieuler grow 


into haulm, f. étieule, éteule (OF. esteule) :— 
popL. *stupila, for L. stipula straw (cf. 
STUBBLE). So e:tiola:TION. XVIII. 


etiology var. (now U.S.) of ÆTIOLOGY. 


etiquette e-tiket, e:tike:t prescribed or con- 
ventional code of behaviour. xvitt (Chester- 
field, Walpole). = F. étiquette (whence It. 
etichetta, Sp. etiqueta), the primary sense of 
which is repr. by TICKET. Q OF. estiquette 
means chiefly ‘soldier’s billet for lodging’ ; 
the history of the development in F. from 
‘label’ to ‘prescribed routine’ is not clear. 


etna etna vessel for heating liquid. XIX. 
f. the name of the volcano Etna in Sicily. 


-ette e:t suffix, bearing the chief stress in a 
word, repr. F. -ette (OF. -ete), and forming 
dim. sbs., being the fem. corr. to masc. 
(O)F. -et (see -ET). In ME. the F. -et and 
-ette were not clearly distinguished, and old 
adoptions in -et(f)e usu. survive with -et, 
e.g. egret, hatchet, pocket, toilet. The sp. 
-ette is preserved in adoptions dating from 
XVII onwards, as cigarette, coquette, etiquette, 
gazette, rosette, serviette, statuette, vinaigrette. 
[n xix it began to be extended to Eng. sbs., 
as leaderette, sermonette, waggonette, and 
esp. in names of materials intended as imita- 
tions, as flannelette, leatherette, plushette. 


étui eirtwi small case for small articles. 
XVII. ~= F. étui, OF. estui prison, f. OF. 
estuier shut up, keep, save = Pr. estojar, 
Cat., Pg. estojar. 

etymology etimo'lədzi origin, formation, 
and development (of a word), account of 
this xiv (T'rev.) ; branch of grammar dealing 
with forms (formerly equiv. to accidence) xv. 
(Earlier form ethimologie) — OF. ethimologie 
(mod. étymologie) - L. etymologia (medL. 
ethym-, ethim-) —- Gr. etumologíd, f. etumo- 
légos student of etymology, f. étumon literal 
sense of a word, original form, primary or 
basic word, sb. use of n. of étumos true, 
whence in L. form e:tymon xv1; see -LocGv. 
So e:tymolo:gicar xvi, etymo-logisr xvii, 
-IZE XVI. 


eu- jü prefix repr. Gr. eu-, comb. form of 
Gr. (Epic) eis good, brave, used in n. form 
eú as adv. ‘well’. Gr. words with eu- as first 
element are predominantly adjs. of the form 
eúpbhõnos of good sound, well-sounding, 
EUPHONIOUS. For mod. formations see 
EUGENIC, etc.; eurhy:thmics harmony of 
bodily movement as an object of education. 
b. In bot. applied to forms in which all 
stages of the life cycle occur. 
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EUCALYPTUS 


eucalyptus jükoliptos myrtaceous genus 
of plants. xix. modL. (L'Héritier, 1788), 
intended to denote ‘well-covered’ (f. Gr. ei 
EU---kaluptós covered, f. kaltiptein cover, 
conceal), the flower before it opens being 
protected by a cap. 


eucharis jü'koris S. Amer. plant with 
bell-shaped flowers used for bouquets, etc. 
Xix. modL.- Gr. eikharis pleasing, f. ed 
EU--+ Rkhdris grace (cf, next). 


Eucharist ja-korist’ Sacrament of the 
Lord's Supper. xiV. - OF. eucariste (mod., 
with latinized ending, eucharistie) = ecclL. 
eucharistia - ecclGr. eukharistid giving of 
thanks, (earlier) gratitude, f. eukhdristos 
grateful, f. e# EU--+ kharizesthai show favour, 
give freely, f. Rharit-, khdris favour, grace 
(cf. YEARN). So euchart stic xvii (H. More), 
-ICAL XVI (T. More). 


euchologion jükolo:gion prayer-book, esp. 
the ritual of the Gr. Church. xvir (Jer. 
Taylor). - Gr. eukhológton, f. eukhé prayer + 
-log- légein say ; see -Loav. Also anglicized 
Teuchologue, Teuchology xvrir. 


euchre ;jü'kor card-game originating in 
U.S.A. xix (early sp. euker, uker, yuker). 
Of unkn. origin. 


Euclid jü-klid copy of the Elements of 
Euclid (Gr. Eukleidés), mathematician 
of Alexandria (c. 300 B.C.) xvr. Hence 
Eucli:diAN xix, T-EAN xvi; after F. eucli- 
dien, L. Euclidéus, Gr. Eukleídeios. 


eudamonism  jüdimonizm system of 
ethics having happiness for its end. xix 
(De Quincey). — Gr. eudaimonismós (Aris- 
totle), f. eudaimonízein call or account 
happy, f. eudaímón happy, f. ei EU- --daífmón 
guardian genius; see DEMON, -I8M. So 
eudz-:monisTr. xIx (Coleridge). 


eudiometer  jüdio:mitor instrument for 
testing the amount of oxygen in air. XVIII 
(De Magellan). f. Gr. ezdios (of weather) 
clear, f. ed EU~-+ stem of Dids, g. of Zeus god 
of the sky and the atmosphere; see -METER. 

eugenie jüds;e'nik concerned with the pro- 
duction of fine offspring; (pl. -zes) science 
of this. 1883 (F. Galton). f. Gr. eû EU--+ 
gen- produce (see GENESIS). 


eulogy jü'lodzi discourse in praise of a 
person. xvI (Spenser) (once Teuloge xv). 
- medL. eulogium, app. blending of L. élo- 
gium (of obscure origin) inscription on a 
tomb, etc., and medL. eulogia — Gr. eulogia 
praise, f. phr. ei légein speak well of; cf. EU-, 
-LoGy. Hence eu-logist. xv111, eulogi:stic. 
XIX. 

eunuch jū'nək castrated male person. xv. 
- L. eunüchus — Gr. eunoükhos, f. euné bed 4- 
*okh- *ekh- (in ékhein keep); the etymol. 
meaning is therefore ‘bedchamber guard’. 


euonymus  juo:nimos (bot) genus of 
shrubs. XVIII. mod. use by Linnzus of 
L. euónymus (Pliny) - Gr. euónumos lucky, 
f. ed EU- - *ónum-, var. of ónoma NAME. 


EUREKA 


eupatrid jüpz':trid pl. hereditary aristo- 
cracy of ancient Athens. xix. — L. eupa- 
tride, Gr. eupatrídai, f. ed EU--+patér 
FATHER ; Sce -ID. 

eupeptic jüpe'ptik pert. to good digestion. 
XviI. f. Gr. eüpeptos easy of digestion, hav- 
ing a good digestion, f. e EU- -i- béptein di- 
gest; see COOK, -IC, 

euphemism ji‘fimizm (rhet.) figure con- 
sisting in the substitution of a favourable 
for a more accurate but offensive expression. 
xvit, — Gr. euphémismós, f. euphémízein 
speak fair, f. eiíphémos fair of speech, f. ed 
EU-+phémé speaking; see FAME, -ISM. Cf. 
F.euphémisme(xvin). Soeuphemrsric. xix. 


euphonium jifou‘nism (mus.) tenor tuba 
tuned to B5. xix. modL., f. Gr. euphónos; 
see next and -IUM. 


euphony jū'fəni pleasing quality of sound. 
XVII (once xv). — F. euphonie — late L. eu- 
phónia (in Eng. use XVI-XIX) — Gr. euphénia, 
f. e&áphónos well-sounding, f. eû EU- +phönë 
sound, voice; see PHONETIC, -Y?. Hence 
eupho-nious. XVIII. 

euphorbia jifd-1bia the spurge genus. XVII. 
Alteration (by assim. to -1A4) of L. euphorbea 
(Pliny), f. kuphorbus name of a physician of 
Juba II, king of Mauritania, who is said to 
have named the plant after him. So eu- 
pho-rbium gum resin obtained therefrom. 
XIV. L.; see -IUM. 

euphrasy jü-frosi the plant eye-bright. xv. 
—- medL. eufrasia - Gr. euphrasía cheerful- 
ness, f. euphraínein be cheerful, f. ed Eu-4- 
phrén mind ; see PHRENOLOGY, -Y?. 

euphroe jü-frou (naut.) crow-foot dead-eye. 
XIX (also uvrow, uphroe) - Du. juffrouw 
dead-eye, prop. maiden (also juffer spar, 
beam, joint, whence Eng. ufer XVii, Tjuffer 
XVII), f. jonk young+ vrouw woman (= G. 
FRAU, ult. based on IE. *pro before). @ The 
Du. word in its earlier form jonkvrouw 
appears to be repr. in the Sc. nautical term 
5ong fro (XV—XVI). 

euphuism jū'fjuizm precious style of dic- 
tion characteristic of John Lyly’s ‘Euphues, 
the anatomy of wyt’ (1579) and ‘Euphues and 
his England’ (1580). xvi (G. Harvey, 1591). 
f. Gr. euphués well endowed by nature, f. ed 
EU- J- phu- (BE) ; see -ISM. Hence eu:phursr. 
XIX (Scott), euphurssric. xix (Carlyle). 

Eurasian juorerzn, -ei[/on pert. to the 
continental area comprising Europe and 
Asia (also Eurasiatic); of mixed European 
and Asiatic (esp. Indian) parentage (formerly 
called East Indian and more recently Anglo- 
Indian). xix. f. Eur|ope-- Asia, or the comp. 
Eurasia 4- -AN. 

eureka juorrko exclamation (Gr. heuréka 
I have found, pf. of heuriskein find; cf. 
HEURISTIC) uttered by Archimedes when 
he discovered the means of determining by 
specific gravity the proportion of base metal 
in Hiero’s golden crown (Plutarch’s ‘Mora- 
lia’), hence gen. as an exci. of exultation at a 
discovery. XVII. 
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EUROCLYDON 


euroclydon juoro-klidon stormy wind men- 
tioned in Acts xxvii 14; also transf. and fig. 
XVII (A.V) - N.T.Gr. euroklídón; the 
better attested reading is eurakulón, in Vulg. 
euroaquilo (f. Eurus east wind -- Aquilo north 
wind), which is reproduced in the Rheims 
N.T. (1582), R.V. of 1881 reading Euraquilo. 


European juoropron pert. to Europe or its 
countries and inhabitants. xviI (-Zanm, -xan, 
-ean). - F. européen, f. L. eurōpæus, f. 
Európa — Gr. Európé (of unkn. origin), first 
applied to central Greece, later extended to 
the whole Gr. mainland and then to the 
land-mass behind it; see -EAN. 


eury- juori L. sp. of comb. form of Gr. 
eurus wide, broad, rel. to Skr. urs ; used in 
a few scientific terms, as eu:rycephaclic, 
-gna‘thous, -pte-rid, -sto*matous. 


Euskarian jüskeo:rion Basque, or pert. to 
the pre-Aryan element in the population of 
Europe typified by the Basques. xix. f. 
Euskara, var. of Eskuara, Uskara, the 
Basques' name for their language-- -1AN. 


eusol jü'sol solution of hypochlorous acid 
used medicinally. 1915. f. initial letters of 
Edinburgh University Solution, named after 
the place of its discovery; assoc. with EU-. 

Eustachian jistei-kion (anat.) epithet of 
organs or structures discovered by Bartolo- 
meo Eustachi (latinized Eustachius) of San 
Severino, Italy (c. 1500—74) ; see -IAN. XVIII. 

euthanasia jüponei'zio, -51o gentle and easy 
death xvii; means of bringing this about 
XVIH. — Gr. euthanasíá, f. eti EU--|- thánatos 
death, rel. to thnétós mortal. 


evacuate ivze'kjueit A. empty out the con- 
tents of (esp. the bowels) xvi; Tclear of 
inmates XVII ; relinquish occupation of XVIII ; 
B. empty out (contents) xv; remove (in- 
mates or occupants) XVII f. pp. stem of L. 
evacuüre (Pliny), f. é E--++-vacuus empty; 
see VACUUM, -ATE®, So evacuUA'TION. XIV. 
= lateL. evacutE'. xx; after F. évacué. 


evade ivei'd escape (intr. and trans.) XVI; 
contrive to avoid xvi. -F. évader-L. 
évddere, f. é E~-+vadere go (cf. WADE). So 
eva:sioN. Xv. — (O)F. = L. eva'SIıvE. XVIII; 
cf. F. evasif. 


evaluate ivz'ljueit work out the value of. 
XIX. Back-formation, after (O)F. évaluer, 
from evalua‘TION. xVIII. — (O)F.; see E-, 
VALUATION. 


evanescent evone'sont, I- about to vanish, 
quickly vanishing. xvin. — F. évanescent 
- prp. of L. évànéscere, whence evane:sce 
XIX; See E-, VANISH, -ENT. 

evangel ivae:ndzol (arch.) gospel. xiv 
(earlier aphetic vangel, R. Rolle). ME. 
evangile (later assim. to L.) - (O)F. évangile, 
corr. to Pr. evangeli, Sp., It. evangelio 
-ecclL. evangelium - Gr. euaggélion (in 
eccl. use) good news, (in classical Gr.) reward 
forbringing good news, pl. sacrifice on receiv- 
ing good news, f. eudggelos bringing good 
news, f. ed well, EU--+aggéllein announce 


EVEN 


(cf. ANGEL). 'The ecclL. form was directly 
adopted as tevcangelie, -y (xiv-xvii). So 
evange:lic xv, now more usu. evange-licAL 
iv&n-, evi&en- pert. to the gospel or gospels; 
Protestant XV1 ; as a party designation applied 
orig. to adherents of the Methodist revival 
in the Church of England xvimr. - ecclL. 
evangelicus - ecclGr. euaggelikós. Cf. G. 
evangelisch, which was extended by Luther 
to teaching based on the whole of the Bible. 
evangelism preaching of the gospel. xvii 
(Bacon). evangelist writer of one of the 
four gospels xII; preacher of the gospel xIv 
(Wycl. Bible, Acts xxi 8, Eph. iv 11, 2 Tim. 
iv 5). - (OJF. évangéliste - ecclL. évangelista 
~ ecclGr. euaggelistés. evangeli:stary gos- 
pel book. xvii. ~ medL. evangelize fintr. 
XIV, trans. XVII. -eccllL. évangelizdre 
-ecclGr. euaggellizesthat. 


evanish ive-nif (arch.) vanish out of sight 
or existence. xv. f. evaniss-, extended stem 
of OF. evanir, corr. to Ít. svanire = Rom. 
*exvanire, for L. évanéscere; see E-, VANISH. 


evaporate ivæ'pəreit convert into or be- 

come vapour XVI (pa. pple. xıv); reduce to 
vapour XVII. f. pp. stem of L. évaporare; 
see E-, VAPOUR, -ATE®. So eVapora-TION. 
XIV (Trevisa). — L. 


eve iv (poet.) evening ; (eccl.) day before a 
festival. xir. In ME. two syll., var. of 
EVEN!, orig. southern. @ For similar loss of 
-n cf. clue, game, maid. 


evection ive:kfan ‘felevation (rare) xv; 
(astron.) inequality in the moon’s longitude 
xviH. —L. évectió(n-), f. évect-, evehere carry 
forth, elevate; see E-, VEHICLE, -TION. 


even! ivn (poet. dial.) close of the day 
OE. ; eve of a holy day xiv. OE. zfen, rel. 
to synon. OFris. évend, io(u)nd, OS. aband, 
MLG., MDu. vont (Du. avond), OHG. 
Gband (G. abend), perh. repr. respectively 
pp. and prp. formations on an obscure IE. 
base *ep-, in Gr. epí, with WGerm. *abznj-, 
*Zbunj- - *épinjo-, *épnjo-, and *abanda- 
t- *éponto-; synon. ON. aptann (Sw. afton, 
Da. aften) may be another pp. formation 
on the same base, or (more prob.) a deriv. 
of the base of AFTER. In contr. form e’en 
arch. and dial. in All-Hallowe’en, Easter 
E'en, good e'en, etc. Cf. EVE, EVENING. Hence 
e-vensoNG, e'venTIDE, OE. zfensang, -tid. 


even? rvn flat, level (obs. in gen. use; naut. 
in an even keel); uniform, equal, equally 
balanced OE. ; exactly adjusted, precise XIII ; 
of number )( odd xiv. OE. efen = OFris. 
even, iven, OS, eban (Du. even, effen), OHG. 
eban, epan (G. eben), ON. jafn, Goth. ibus :- 
CGerm. *ebnaz, of unkn. origin. comp. 
Teven-Christian  fellow-Christian, lit. 
‘equal Christian’, OE. efneristen = OF ris. 
ivinkerstena, OLIG. ebanchristani. So even 
adv. (poet. e’en in) tevenly, equally; (arch.) 
exactly, fully OE. ; in the extreme case XVI. 
OE. efne = OF ris. efne, OS. efno (Du. even), 
OHG. ebano (G. eben) :- WGerm. *ebno. 
even vb. OE. efnan and (ge)efnian, f. efen. 
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EVENING 


evening i'vnig fclosing of the day OE.; 
latter part of the day. xv. OE. #fnung, f. 
&fnian grow towards night, f. &fen EvEN! ; 
see -ING!. 


event ive:nt outcome, issue; anything that 
happens. xvI. —L. éventus, f. évent-, pp. 
stem of évenire come out, result, happen, 
f. e E- ]- venire CoME. Hence, or direct from 
L. eventu-s, eve:-ntuat* Tpert. to an event 
or events; that will take effect in certain 
contingencies XVII; modelled on actual; cf. 
F. éventuel (xvii). eve:ntuaATE? have a cer- 
tain issue, turn out. Xvill. orig. U.S.; prob. 
after actuate. 


ever e'voi at ali times; at any time; in any 
case or degree. OE. zfre, a purely Eng. 
formation, of unkn. origin (so NEVER). From 
the meaning the first syll. is prob. the muta- 
tion of å ever, AY, as in EITHER; the second 
el. has been referred to (i) OE. feorh life, 
(i) OE. byre event, occasion (cf. the OE. 
vars. bre, n#bre), the presumed etymol. 
meanings being resp. ‘ever in life’ and ‘on 
any occasion’, €'VerGREEN XVII adj. (Mil- 
ton), sb. (Evelyn). everla-sting adj. orig. 
rendering L. æternus, sempiternus XIV; sb. 
equiv. to durance (XVI—XVII) or lasting (XIX). 
eVerMO'RE XIII repi. ME. evermo, OE. 
&fre ma; see MO. 


everglade e:vaigleid (U.S.) marshy tract 
under water, (esp. pl.) the vast swampy 
region of Florida, xIx. Presumably f. EVER 
(perh. implying ‘interminable’) + GLADE 
(with some obscure ref.). 


evert iv3:it overturn, overthrow xv1; (med.) 
turn outwards XIX. = L. evertere, f. é E--- 
vertere turn (see -WARD). So eve'rsIoN 
ftoverthrowing xv; (med.) xviir. ~ OF. = L. 

every e‘v(a)ri Late OE. &fri¢, éurié, ME. 
efrec, zefrech, efri(ch), eauer euch, euere(D)ch, 
-u(Dch, -(l)ch, repr. OE. zfre &lé, *&fre ylé; 
see EVER, EACH, ILK*. Being in origin a 
comp. of each, it differed from it at first only 
in emphasizing the element of universality 
in its application; later the words were 
differentiated, so that every regards chiefly 
the totality, each the individuals composing 
it. Comp. e-veryBoDy xIv (Ch.); every 
ONE XIII (euerichon, AncrR.); e-veryTHING 
XIV (Ch.) (eauer euch ping xiu). In every- 
where (x11) two formations have coalesced: 
(i) ever+iwhere (OE. gehw#r anywhere, 
everywhere), and (ii) every (ME. everilk) 4- 
where. 


evict ivrkt. recover (property) xv; expel (a 
person) by judicial process ; conquer, over- 
come; Tprove xvi. f. éeict-, pp. stem of 
L. évincere conquer, obtain by conquering, 
recover, overcome and expel, eject judicially, 
prove; see EVINCE. So evi:CTION. XVI. 


evident e:vidont visible, obvious, plain. 
xiv. —(O)F. evident or L. évident-, -éns, f. 
& EX-! -- prp. of vidére see (cf. wiT), used in 
a middle sense (‘making itself seen’). So 
e:vidENCE significant appearance, token x11 ; 


EWE 


ground for belief xiv; information (given 
in a legal inquiry) tending to establish fact 
XVI; clarity xvir (in evidence visible, con- 
spicuous, after F. en évidence x1x). = (O)F. 
évidence = L, évidentia, whence (after medL.) 
evide-xntiar. xvii. e:videntry?. xiv (Ch.). 


evil i-vl, i-vil )( good; bad. OE. yfel = OS. 
ubil, OF ris., MDu. evel (Du. euvel), OHG. 
ubil (G. übel), Goth. ubils :- CGerm. (exc. 
ON.) *ubilaz, prob. f. IE. base *up- (see 
OVER, UP), the primary sense being 'exceed- 
ing due limits’. In OE., as in other early 
Germ. languages, the most comprehensive 
adj. expressive of disapproval or disparage- 
ment; in mod. colloq. use almost entirely 
superseded by bad, exc. in fixed phr., as evil 
eye; the sb. is more frequent, but is largely 
confined to the more general senses; in the 
sense ‘disease’ (x11) survives hist. in the 
King’s evil scrofula. So e-vil adv. OE. yfle; 
survives in literary use in speak evil (of), evil- 
disposed, and the like. 


evince  ivins — Tovercome;  Tconvince; 
Tprove; make evident. xvii f. L. évincere 
(see EVICT, the older word), f. & E- -+ vincere 
conquer (see VICTOR). 


evirate i-vireit castrate, emasculate. XVII. 
f. pp. stem of L. évirdre, f. € e-+ vir man; 
see VIRILE, -ATE?. 


eviscerate ivi'səreit disembowel. XVII. f. pp. 
stem of L. évtsceráre ; see E-, VISCERA, -ATE?. 


evoe ivou'i Bacchanalian cry. xvi (euohe) 
L., prop. disyll. ea(/)oe — G. euof. 


evoke ivou:k call forth. xvir. -—L. évocére, f. 
é E~-+- vocGre call (see VOCATION); poss. after 
I*. évoguer. So @VOCA‘TION XVII (once, gram., 
Xv). -L. evocaTivE ivo:k-. xvir. — late L. 


evolution ivsliü-fon, ev- unfolding; (mil. 
and naut.) opening out of a formation, 
tactical movement; development in detail 
or from a rudimentary state XVII (spec. in 
biol. applied first by Charles Bonnet, 
1762, to the theory of preformation). - L. 
évolütió(n-) unrolling of a book, f. évolit-, 
pp. stem of évolvere (f. à E--- volvere roll; 
see VOLUTE), whence evo:-lve xvii. Hence 
by back formation (U.S.) e:volute vb. xix. 
d] F. évolution occurs first in mil. sense, 
1647, but this use in Eng. is earlier, 1622. 


evulsion iva‘lfoan forcible extraction. XVII 
(Chapman), — L. évulsié(n-), f. évuls-, pp. 
stem of évellere, f. & E--- vellere pluck (cf. 
VELLICATION); see -SION. 


ewe jü female sheep. OE. éowu, corr. to 

OFris. ei, OS. ewwi (MDu. oie, Du. ooi), 
LG. ouw|lamm, OHG. ouwi, ou (G. aue), 
ON. zr :- CGerm. *aut- (repr. in Goth. by 
awistr sheepfold = OE, eowestre, and Goth. 
awepi flock = OE. eowde) := IE. *owt-, repr. 
also by L. ovis, Gr. o(f)is, Olr. oi, OSI. 
ovica (Russ. ovtsd), Lith. avis, Skr. duis 
sheep: one of the CIE. animal-names ; cf. 
cow. 
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EWER 


ewer juor wide-mouthed pitcher. xiv. 
-AN. *ewere, ONF. eviere, (O)F. aiguiére 
:- Rom. *aquária, fem. (sc. olla pot) of 
dquárius pert. to water, f. aqua water; see 
AQUATIC, -ARY. 


ex eks L. ex out of (vars. ec, ê), prep. and 
prefix (see EX-!, E-) = Gr. ex (vars. ek, eg; 
see EX-*), Gaul. ex- in exobnus, OW. eh- in 
ehofn fearless (mod. eofn), Olr. ess-, with 
var. ass- (Ir. privative prefix eas-). Domi- 
ciled in Eng. in certain L. phr., as (from 


XVI) ex improviso, ex opere operato, ex professo, 


(from XVII) ex animo, ex dono, ex hypothesi; 
ex(-)cathedra  kze-pidro, kope:dro from 
the CHAIR (i.e. of authority) x1x; ex(-)libris 
lai-bris ‘out of the books’ (of somebody), 
from the LIBRARY (of), (one’s) bookplate XIX; 
ex(-)officio ðfitfiou by virtue of one's 
OFFICE XVI; ex(=)parte p4-iti with respect 
to a PART, (leg.) on one side only xvii. 
ex(-)voto voutou (short for ex voto sus- 
cepto from a vow undertaken) offering made 
in pursuance of a vow XVn. b. Prefixed to 
titles of rank after late L. usage in excõnsul, 
nom. evolved from ex cónsule ‘from (being) 
consul’, (hence) lately consul; whence gen. 
with the sense ‘former’, ‘quondam’, as in 
ex-professor (so in F., It., etc.), and by fur- 
ther extension prefixed to adjs. (after ex- 
consular XVII) or to sbs. used attrib., as ex- 
service. C. In commercial use, with ref. to 
goods, ‘out of’, ‘landed from’ (a ship); 
similarly ex warehouse ; ‘without’, ‘exclusive 
of’, as in ex dividend (ex div., x. d.), ex 
interest (ex int., ex in., x. i). 


ex-! eks, iks prefix repr. L. ex-, the prep. 
(see prec.) used in combination; its full 
form remains before a vowel (cf. EXACT, 
EXONERATE), before c, qu (cf. EXCURSION, 
EXQUISITE), p (cf. EXPEL, EXPRESS), s, as in 
exsequī, exserere, exstare (but s was later 
dropped; hence the spelling of EXECRATE, 
EXECUTE, EXERT, EXTANT, EXTIRPATE), and 
t (cf. EXTRACT). Ex was reduced (through 
*egz) to é before b, d, g, 1, m,n, 7,24 (7), and u 
(cf. EBULLIENT, EDICT, EGRESS, ELECT, EMIT, 
ENUNCIATE, ERECT, EJECT, EVADE). See E-, 
ES-. From the orig. sense of going out or 
forth (cf. EXIT), sometimes with the addi- 
tional notion of being raised (cf. EXTOL), the 
prefix acquired that of changing condition 
(cf. EFFERVESCE) and of completion (cf. 
EFFECT, EXCRUCIATE, EXHAUST). 


ex~? eks, iks prefix repr. Gr. ex-, the prep. 
(see EX) used in combination; before con- 
sonants ek- EC-. 


exacerbate eksz:soibeit increase the bitter- 
ness of. xvir. f. pp. stem of L. exacerbáre ; 
see EX-!, ACERB, -ATE?, So exacerba' TION. 
xvi. = late L. 


exact égzz-kt precise, rigorous, accurate 
(in various applications) ; Tperfect, consum- 
mate. xvI. — L. exactus, pp. of exigere com- 
plete, bring to perfection, examine, ascertain, 
f. ex ex-l--agere perform (sce ACT). So 


EXCEL 


exa:ct vb. demand, esp. by force and with 
authority. xv. f. exact-, pp. stem of L. 
exigere drive out, enforce payment of, re- 
quire, demand, etc. (as above); cf. EXI- 
GENT. €xa-cTION. XIV (Wycl. Bible). - L.; 
so in (O)F. exa:ctiTUDE precision of detail, 
attention to minutize; T(as in F.) exactness, 
perfect correctness. xvin — F. 


exaggerate égzæ'dzəreit Taccumulate, pile 
up XVI ; make (a thing) out greater than it is 
XVII. f. pp. stem of L. exaggerave, f. ex Ex-1 
-Faggeráre heap up, f. agger heap, prob. f. 
ad to (AT)--gerere carry (see GERENT); see 
-ATES. So exaggeraA TION. xvi. =L. Cf. 
F. exagérer, -ération. 


exalt égza‘lt raise aloft or to a high or 
higher degree. xv (Lydg.). - L. exaltáre, 
f. ex EX-!+ altus high (see OLD), exalta-TION 
lifting up ; elevation xIV; elation xv. = (O)F. 
or late L.; in Eng., as in F., the earliest 
application is to the feast of the Exaltation 
of the Holy Cross (14 Sept.). 


exami égze-m short for EXAMINATION. XIX. 


examine égzze-min inquire into and test 

the amount or quality of. xiv. -(O)F. 
examiner — L. exámináre weigh accurately, 
f. exàmin-, -en tongue of a balance, weighing, 
for *exagmen, f. *exag-, base of exigere 
examine, weigh (see EXACT). So examina:- 
TION. XIV. - (O)F. - L. 


example igzà'mpl object or action to copy 
or imitate; instance to warn or deter xIV 
(Wycl. Bible); typical instance xv. = OF. 
example (mod. exemple), refash. after L. of 
essample (whence ME. asample, arch. en- 
sample xi11, aphetic SAMPLE) — L. exemplum, 
f. *exem-, eximere take out (see EXEMPT). 


exarch  e:ksàik governor of a province 
under the Byzantine emperors; metro- 
politan in the Eastern Church. xvi. — ecclL. 
exarchus - Gr. éxarkhos leader, chief, f. 
exdrkhein take the lead, £. ex Ex-?-+ drkhein 
rule (cf. ARCH-). 


exasperate igzà'spəreit embitter; irritate ; 
+make rugged or harsh. xvi. f. pp. stem of L. 
exasperdre, f. ex Ex-'-+-asper rough; see ASPER- 
ITY, -ATE*, So exaspera' TION. XVI. ~ L. 


excavate e-kskoveit hollow out, dig out. 
XVI. f. pp. stem of L. excavdre, f. ex- Ex-1+- 
caváre, f. cavus hollow: see CavE!, -ATE®. So 
exCavA‘TION. XVII. — F. or L. 


exceed éksi-d Tpass the limits of ; be greater 
than xiV (Ch.); be superior to xv. - (O)F. 
excéder — L. excédere depart, go beyond, sur- 
pass, f. ex Ex-1+cédere go. Cf. EXCESS. 


excel ékse- be superior (to) xv (Lydg.). 
— L. excellere be eminent, (rarely in physical 
sense) rise, raise, f. ex EX-l4-*cellere rise 
high, tower (found only in comps.), rel. to 
celsus high, columna coLUMN. Cf. F. exceller 
(xvr). So excellENT e'ksələnt fexalted, 
supreme XIV; extremely good xvii (Sh.). 
—(O)F.- L. e:xcelENCE, -ENCY XIV; as a 
title of honour xiv (Gower). 
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EXCELSIOR 






excelsior ékse:lsiài motto of the State of 
New York, U.S.A. (xvi) and of the Società 
degli Alpinisti; used by Longfellow as the 
refrain of his poem so entitled (1841) and 
explained by him later as being short for 
Scopus meus excelsior est My goal is higher. 
L., compar. of excelsus high, pp. of excellere 
EXCEL. @ The advb. meaning ‘higher’, ‘up- 
wards’, commonly attributed to it, is 
ungrammatical. 


except! ékse-pt leave out of account. xv. 
f. except-, pp. stem of L. excipere, f. ex EX-14- 
capere take (see BEAVE); cf. (O)F. excepter. 
So exce:pTION action of excepting, case 
excepted xiv (Ch.) ; defendant's plea in bar 
of plaintiff’s action xv; objection, demur 
xvi. —-(O)F.- L. Hence exce:ptionaBLE. 
xvir (H. More). exce-ptionar! (after F. 
exceptionnel) xix. exce: ptiNG? prp. pass- 
ing into prep., if one excepts, except. XV 
(Sc. excepand). 


except? ékse:pt tpp. excepted; prep. if one 
leaves out of account XIV ; Tconj. unless Xv; 
otherwise than xvi. — L. exceptus, pp. of 
excipere (see prec.) The prep. arose (i) 
partly from the use of the pp. in concord 
with a following sb. or pronoun, e.g. except 
women, ie. women excepted (cf. L. exceptis 
vobis duobus you two excepted, except you 
two), (ii) partly in imitation of (O)F. excepté 
excepted, and late L. abl. exceptd, which 
was used as a prep. by extension of the 
classical L. usage with a clause, exceptó 
quod . . except that . . (whence; the con- 
junctional use of except.) 


excerpt e-ksdipt extract from a book, etc. 
XVII. — L. excerptum, sb. use of n. pp. of 
excerpere, f. ex Ex-'+carpere pluck (cf. 
HARVEST). So excerpt vb. éks3-upt. xvi 
(pa. pple. once xv). f. excerpt-, pp. stem. 





excess ékse:s Textravagant feeling or con- 
duct; overstepping limits of moderation xIv 
(Ch., Trevisa, Wyclif); fact of exceeding in 
amount XVI. —(O)F. excès = L. excessus, f. 
excess-, pp. stem of excédere EXCEED. So 
exce:ssiVE. XIV (Gower). - (O)F. - medL. 


exchange ékstfeiznds action of exchanging. 
XIV (Ch.); ME. eschaunge, later (by assim. 
to L.) exchaunge - AN. eschaunge, OF. 
eschange (F. échange), f. eschanger (mod. é-), 
whence excha-nge vb. xv; see ES-, EX-!, 
CHANGE. 

exchequer ¢kstfe-koz +chess-board x11; 
department of state concerned with the 
royal revenues, so called orig. with ref. to 
the table covered with a cloth divided into 
squares on which the accounts were kept by 
means of counters xiv (R. Mannyng); court 
of law theoretically concerned with revenue ; 
office charged with the receipt and custody 
of public revenue xv (Hoccleve) ; pecuniary 
possessions XVIIL. ME.  escheker — AN. 
escheker, OF. eschequier, earlier eschaquier 
(mod. échiquier) = Pr. escaquier, Sp. jaquel, 
It. scaccario - medL. scaccárium  chess- 
board, f. scaccus CHECK! ; see -ER®. The form 


excrescence 


EXCRUCIATE 








with ex- (from xv) is due to assoc. of OF. 
es- with Ex-!, as in exchange, exploit. Aphetic 
CHEQUER. 


excise! éksai-z ttoll, tax xv; duty on com- 


modities (Spenser, with ref. to Holland) 
XVII (officially adopted 1643 in imitation of 
Du. practice). — MDu. excijs (1406; whence 
medL. excisa 1490), also accijs (whence Eng. 
taccise XVII-xvul, G. accise, medL. accisia) 
— OF. acceis :- Rom. *accénsum, f. L. ad 
AC--+ cénsus tax (see CENSUS). 


excise” éksai‘z cut out. xvi. f. excis-, pp. 


stem of L. excidere, f. ex EX-!--czdere cut, 
with the shape of which may be compared 
Skr. khiddti tear, Gr. skhizein split (see 
SCHISM). Soexcision éksi-3zan. xv (Caxton). 
- (O)F. - L. 


excite éksart stir up, rouse. xiV (Rolle). 


—- (O)F. exciter or L. excitare, frequent. of 
exciére (pp. excitus) call out or forth; see 
EX-!, CITE, So excita TION (partly arch.) 
encouragement, instigation, stimulation; 
excitement. xIv (Gower, Maund.). — (O)F. 
- late L. exci-teMENTT instigation, incentive 
XVII (Sh.); (path.) abnormal activity XVIIL; 
mental stimulation XIX. 


exclaim ėkskleiim cry out. xvi. — F. ex- 


clamer or L. exclamdre; see Ex-1, CLAIM. So 
exclamaATioN eksklomer[on. xiv. —- (O)F. 
or L. exclamatonv ékskle'm-. xvi. 


exclude éksklü:d shut out or off. xiv. = L. 


exclüdere, f. ex EX-l--claudere shut (see 
CLOSE). So exclusion. xv — L. exclusive. 
xv. medL. (Cf. F. exclure, exclusion, exclusif.) 


excommunicate ekskəmjū'nikeit put out 


of church communion. xv. f. pp. stem of 
ecclL. excommiinicdre, f. ex EX-1+-commiinis 
COMMON, after communicüre COMMUNICATE. 
Earlier forms were texcommune (Caxton), 
Texcommenge (xv) —- (O)F. excommunier, 
Tescomenger (:- excommünicüre) | So e:x- 
communica-TION. xv. ~lateL. Q Milton 
used Ttexcommunion. 


excoriate éksko'rieit remove the skin from, 

flay. xv. f. pp. stem of L. excoridre, f. 
ex EX-'-+cortum hide; see -ATE?. So ex- 
COrlA'TION. XV. 


excrement e'kskrimont Tdregs; fæces dis- 
charged from the bowels. xvi. - F. excré- 
ment or L. excrémentum, f. excré-, pp. base 
of excernere, f. ex EX-l- cernere sift (cf. 
CERTAIN, CRISIS) ; see -MENT. (Kj Sometimes 
coalescing with texcrement outgrowth (— L. 
excrémentum, f. excréscere; see next). So 
excrementi'TIOUS. XVI. — modL. excreta 
ékskri:to. XIX. sb. use of n. pl. of excrétus, pp. 
of excernere. excre'rION. xvul. ~F. or L. 


ékskre'sons outgrowth. xv. 
~ L. excréscentia, f. prp. of excréscere grow 
out: see EX-!, INCREASE, -ENCE. So excre'= 
SCENT. XVII, 


excruciate  ékskrü:fieit torture. xvr. f. 
pp. stem of L. excrucidre, f. ex EX-!+ crucidre 
torment, f. crux CROSS; see -ATE?, 
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EXCULPATE 


exculpate ekskalpeit free from blame. 

XVII. f. pp. stem of medL. exculpáre (cf. 
It. scolpare), f. ex Ex-!--culpa blame; see 
-ATE?, See CULPABLE and cf. INCULPATE. 


excursion éksk5-1fan tescape; sally, sortie 
XVI; journey from home xvn. - L. excur- 
sió(n-), f. excurs-, pp. stem of excurrere run 
out, issue forth, f. ex Ex-i--currere; see 
COURSE, -ION. Hence excu-rsionisr. xiX 
(Lamb); perh. based on the rare vb. excur- 
sionize. So excursus ékskd-1sos separate 
and detailed discussion of a point in an 
edition of a classic; also gen. xix (1802). 


excuse ékskjü'z offer an apology for xir 
(AncrR.); obtain exemption or release for; 
accept as an excuse for or from XIV; serve 
as an excuse for xvi. ME. escuse, excuse 
-= OF. escuser, (also mod.) excuser — L. excu- 
sdre free from blame, plead in excuse, 
absolve, dispense with, f. ex Ex-!-+causa 
accusation (see CAUSE). So excuse sb. 
ékskjü:s. xiv (Ch.). - (O)F. excuse, f. excu- 
ser. The pronunc. with s instead of z in the 
sb., is due to the analogy of pairs like use, 
abuse vbs. and sbs., advise and advice, where 
the F. sbs. are masculines ending in s. 


exeat e'ksiæt tA. stage direction repl. by 
exit XVI; B. permission to go out or leave 
XVIIL. L., ‘let him go out’, 3rd pers. sg. pres. 
subj. of exire go out (cf. EXEUNT, EXIT). So 
in F. (xvu). So te-xeant xv; repl. by 
EXEUNT. 

execrate e'ksikreit express or feel abhor- 
rence of. XVI. f. pp. stem of L. ex(s)ecrāri 
curse, f. ex Ex-!-+ sacrãre devote religiously 
(either to a deity or to destruction), f. sacr-, 
sacer religiously set apart ; see SACRED, -ATE®. 
So execra‘TION, xiv. ~(O)F. or L. e:xe- 
CrABLE involving a curse xiv (Wycl. Bible); 
abominable xv (Caxton). — (O)F. exécrable 
= L. (in act. and pass. senses). 


execute  e'ksikjt A. carry into effect, 
carry out xiv (Ch.); fulfil, discharge xiv 
(Trevisa); make valid by signing, etc.; 
carry out the design of, perform xvii; B. 
inflict capital punishment on xv (Caxton). 
— (O)F. exécuter (— Pr. executar, It. esecu- 
tare, etc.) - medL. executáre, f. ex(s)ecüt-, 
pp. stem of L. ex(s)equi follow up, carry out, 
pursue judicially, punish, f. ex EX-!-r- sequi 
follow (cf. SEQUENCE), So execu TION 
carrying into effect xiv (Ch., Wyclif) ; inflic- 
tion of capital punishment xv; enforcement 
of a judgement; effective action xvi (Sh.). 
(O)F. - L.; hence execu-tionzn!. xvi. exe- 
CutivE ékse:kjütiv. xvir; sb. xvii (first in 
Amer. Eng.). f. execüt- ; cf. (O)F. exécutif, 
revived in late xvir. exe:cuton!. xit: (of 
an estate). — AN. execut(o)ur — L. execütor. 
Aphetic Tseketur (X111), Tsectour (Xv). 
exegesis eksidai:ssis expository interpreta- 
tion. XVII. — Gr. exégésis, f. exégeísthai 
interpret, f. ex EX-*+hégeisthat guide (cf. 
HEGEMONY). So exegete interpreter. XVIII. 
~ Gr. exégétés. exege'tIC, -ICAL 'dse-tik(l). 
XVI. — Gr. exégétikós. 








EXHALE 





exemplar égze:mplüi, -plor pattern, exam- 
ple xiv (Gower); typical specimen xvir. 
— (O)F. exemplaire = late L. exemplarium, f. 
L. exemplum EXAMPLE. The var. examplar 
was widely current from xv (Lydg.). So 
exemplary ėgze'mpləri serving as an exam- 
ple. xvr. - late L. exempláris. exemplirv 
égzo'"mplifai illustrate by example. xv 
(Chauliac). - medL. exemplificáàre, f. L. 


exemplum. 


exempt égze-mPt Tremoved, excluded from 
XIV ; exempt from, not subject to xv. - (O)F. 
exempt — L. exemptus, pp. of eximere take 
out, deliver, free, f. ex Ex-!-- emere take (cf. 
EMPTION). As sb. formerly used, after F., 
for an under-officer in the army, and hence 
(1700) as EXON. So exe:mpt vb. xv, ex- 
e'mpTION. XIV. —(O)F. exempter, exemption 
(L. exemptio) «| From the same base are 
diriment; peremptory, premium; prompt, 
impromptu; and derivs. of L. sumere, viz. 
assume, consume, presume, resume, subsume, 
with corr. sbs. 


exenterate ékse‘ntereit disembowel. xvii 
(surviving fig. in XIX). f. pp. stem of L. 
exenterare, f. ex EX-! -- Gr. énteron INTESTINE, 
after Gr. exenterízein. 

exequatur eksikwei-tor (leg.) official autho- 
rzation. xvi. L., ‘let him perform’, 3rd 
pers. sg. pres. subj. of exequi EXECUTE. 


exequies  e'ksikwiz funeral rites. XIV. 
— OF. exequies — Pr. ex(s)equias — L. acc. 
exsequids, nom. -iz funeral procession or 
ceremonies, f. exsequi folow after, accom- 
pany (see EXECUTE). 

exercise e‘ksaisaiz employment, practice 
XIV ; task prescribed for training or testing; 
religious observance xvi. — (O)F. exercice — 
Pr. exercici — L. exercitium, f. exercére keep 
busy or at work (perh. orig. drive forth 
beasts of tillage), practise, train, administer, 
disturb, vex, f. ex Ex-!+ arcére shut up, keep 
off, restrain, prevent = Gr. arkein ward off. 
Hence e:xercise vb. xiv (Ch., Wycl. Bible). 
Superseded texerce (Ch.) - (O)F. exercer, 
- L. exercere. 

exergue éks3-ig small space on the reverse 
of a coin, etc., for minor inscriptions. XVII 
(Evelyn). -—F. exergue (J. de Bie, 1636), 
- medL. exergum, £. Gr. ex outside--érgon 
WORK: prop., something lying outside the 
(main) work. 

exert igz3-1t discharge, emit; exercise, 
bring to bear. xvir. f. exert-, pp. stem of 
L. ex(s)erere put forth, f. ex EX-!-Lserere 
bind, entwine, join (see SERIES). So exe'r= 
TION. 

exes e‘ksiz short for expenses. XIX. 


exeunt e‘ksiant stage direction for certain 
actors to leave the stage. xv. L., ‘they go out’, 
3rd pers. pl. pres. 1nd. of exire; see EXIT and 
cf. EXEANT. 

exhale égzherl give off as vapour XIV; 
breathe or blow out xvi. —(O)F. exhaler 
- L. exhaláre, £. ex Ex-* + haláre breathe. 
So exhala‘TION. xIV (Trevisa, Gower). 
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EXHAUST 


EXPAND 





exhaust égzó:st draw off or out, drain. XVI. 
f. exhaust-, pp. stem of L. exhaurire, f. ex EX-! 
- haurire draw (water), drain. So exhau:s- 
TION. XVII. 


exhibit égzibit Toffer, furnish, administer 
XV; submit to view, display xvi. f. exhibit-, 
pp. stem of L. exhibére, f. ex nx-1+ habére 
hold (cf. HABIT). So exhibi-TION Tmain- 
tenance, allowance xv (surviving in spec. 
sense of school or college bursary xvir); 
visible display x1v; public display of objects, 
etc. xvi. —- (O)F. — late L. (delivery, main- 
tenance). 


exhilarate égzrloreit make cheerful. xvi. 
f. pp. stem of L. exhilaráre, f. ex Ex-14- 
hilaris ; see HILARIOUS, -ATE?. 


exhort égz5'1t admonish or encourage 

earnestly. x1v. —(O)F. exhorter or L. ex- 
hortari, f. ex Ex-'+-hortdri encourage (cf. 
HORTATORY). So exhorta‘TION. xiv (Wycl. 
Bible). 


exhume ėgzjū'm, ėkshjū'm dig up. XVIII 
(once Xv). — F. exhumer - medL. exhumàre, 
f. ex EX-i-- humus ground (cf. HUMBLE). So 
exhuma- TION. XVIII (once xv) - FL = 
medL. The medL. pp. was adopted earlier 
in texhumarTe? (xv1). 


exigent e-gzidzont, e-ks- ‘tsb. exigency, 
extremity xv (Lydg.); adj. urgent xvil 
(Clarendon); exacting xix. As sb. -= OF. 
exigent sb.; as adj.~ L. exigent-, -éns, prp. 
Of exigere EXACT; see -ENT. So €'XÍgENCE, 
-ENCY. XVI. — (OJF. and late L. 


exiguous égzigjuos, éks- extremely small. 
xvi. f. L. exiguus scanty in measure or 
number, f. exigere weigh exactly ; see EXACT, 
-UOUS. 

exile! e':gzai e:ksail enforced removal or 
absence from one's country. XIII (Cursor 
M.). - (O)F. exil, latinized refash. of earlier 
essil — Pr. essilh - L. exilium banishment, 
f. exul exiled person, f. ex Ex-1+ *-ul-, as in 
ambuldre walk (see AMBLE). So exile? 
exiled person. xiv. prob.-(O)F. exilé, 
pp. of exiler, with muting of the final syll. 
as in ASSIGN?, etc., infl. by L. exul. e:xile? 
vb. make an exile of. xiv. —- OF. exi(t)er 
refash. of essilier — late L. exiliàre, f. exilium. 
@ Formerly, and always by Sh. and Milton, 
str. exile, exilic egzrlik. xix. 


exility égzi-liti, éks- slenderness, tenuity. 
XV. -L. exilitás, f. exilis thin, lank; see 
-ITY. 


eximious égzimios, éks- excellent, emi- 
nent. XVI (Boorde). f. L. eximius ‘set apart’, 
select, choice, f. eximere; see EXEMPT, -10US. 


exist égzist have being. xvii (Sh.) ult. - L.. 
ex(s)istere emerge, appear, proceed, be 
visible or manifest, f. ex Ex-!-L- sistere take 
up a position, redupl. formation on *sta- 
STAND; prob. immed. back-formation on 
exi:sSTENCE Tactuality xiv (Ch.), being xv 
(Lydg.) ~(O)F. or late L. exi:stENT XVI. =- L. 
€[ EF. exister is later (Descartes, 1637). 


exit e:ksit A. (theatr.) direction to a player 
to leave the stage xvI (repl. exeat ‘let him or 
her leave! xv); (hence) departure from the 
stage Xvi (Sh). B. departure from life, 
death ; egress, outlet, 'he (she) goes out'. XVII. 
In A 3rd pers. sg. pres. ind. of L. exire, f. ex 
EX-!4-ire go ; in B mainly — L. exitus, f. pp. 
stem of exire (cf. ADIT, OBIT, TRANSIT). 

exo~ e‘ksou, eksa prefix repr. Gr. éx6 out- 
side, f. ex ExX-*+4-*6 prep. (= Indo-Iranian 
a) towards; used in mod. scientific terms 
\( ENDO-; exo-gamy (Gr. gdmos marriage) 
custom of a man’s taking a wife from out- 
side his clan; e-xOGEN (bot.) plant of which 
the stem grows by deposit on the outside, 
dicotyledon. - F. exogéne (De Candolle, 
1813), modL. exogena (sc. L. planta plant), 
after L. indigenus INDIGENOUS. 

exodus e-ksadas departure, spec. of the 
Israelites out of Egypt (hence, title of the 
second book of the Pentateuch, which re- 
lates this). XVII. —ecclL. Exodus — Gr. 
éxodos, f. ex EX-?--hodós way. 

exon e'kson officer of the Yeomen of the 
Guard. xvii. Later sp. of exant, exaun 
officer of cavalry (xvit), var. of EXEMPT in- 
tended to repr. F. pronunc. £gzá. 

exonerate égzo:noreit unload, relieve of a 
burden (spec. the bowels); relieve or free 
from an obligation, reproach, etc. xvI (pa. 
pple. once xv). f. pp. stem of L. exonerare, 
f. ex EX-1-- oner-, onus burden ; see ONEROUS, 
-ATE?, 

exorbitant égzo'ibitont deviating from the 
right or normal path xv ; (grossly) exceeding 
proper bounds xvii. — prp. of ecclL. exorbi- 
tare, f. ex EX-! - orbita ORBIT ; see -ANT. 

exorcism e-ksd1sizm, -gz- expulsion of an 
evil spirit by adjuration, etc. xiV. - ecclL. 
exorcismus — ecclGr. exorkismoós, f. exorkízem, 
f. ex EX-? 4- hórkos oath ; see -ISM. So e:xor- 
eisT. XIV (Wycl. Bible). — ecclL. exorcista 
— Gr. -tés. XIV. e:xorcise, -IzE. xv. - F. 
or ecclL. 

exordium é-gz5'1diom, -ks- beginning of a 
discourse. XVI. — L., £. exórdiri, f£. ex EX-1 3- 
ordiri begin, rel. to órdó ORDER. 

exostosis egzostou'sis (path.) formation of 
bone on other bone. xvi. modL. - Gr. 
exóstósis (Galen) outgrowth of bone, f. ex 
EX-? -ostéon bone ; see -osis. 

exoteric eksoute'rik external )( esoteric. XVII. 
— L. exótericus - Gr. exóterikós, f. exotéró 
compar, of éxó outside; see EXO-, -IC. 

exotic ékso-tik, égz- foreign, not indi- 
genous. XVI (Jonson). -L. exóticus —- Gr. 
exótikós, f. éxó ; cf. prec. 

expand ékspz’nd spread out (trans. and 
intr.) xv (contr. pp. expande XV). =- L. 
expandere, f. ex EX-!-- pandere spread. So 
expanse ékspz-ns wide extent. xvir (Mil- 
ton, of the firmament of heaven). - modL. 
expansum (n. of expansus, pp. of expandere), 
in Eng. context XVII-XVII], used to render 
Heb. ráqi' (Vulg. firmamentum), f. rágia' 
spread out. So expa-nsioN. xvir. — late L. 
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EXPATIATE 


EXPLODE 





expatiate éksper[ieit (arch.) walk about at 
large xvi; discourse at length xvu. f. L. 
ex(s)patidt-, -dri, f. ex Ex-!-+spatidri walk, 
f. spatium SPACE; see -ATE*. 


expatriate ékspei‘trieit withdraw from 
one’s native country. XVIIL. f. medl. ex- 
patriát-, -dre, f. ex EX-1-- patria native land 
(cf. PATRIOT). Hence expatria‘TION, XIX. 


expect ékspe-kt twait, wait for; look for 
in anticipation. XVI. — L. ex(s)pectare, f. ex 
EXx-!+ spectdre look (see SPECTACLE). So 
expe'CtANT. XIV. -L. expectüáns; ex- 


XVI. So experiMENT ékspe-rimont Ttest, 
trial; action undertaken to discover or test 
something. xiv (Wycl. Bible, PPl.). ~ OF. 
experiment or L. experimentum, f. experiri. 
Hence vb. Texperience, ascertain, test Xv 
(Caxton); make an experiment XVIII. ex- 
perime ntar! xv. —(OJF. or medL. ex- 
pert ékspd-it, e-kspdit (when not attrib.) 
trained by experience. xiv (Ch.). - (O)F. 
expert, refash. of Tespert after L. expertus, 
pp. of experiri. expert e-kspoit one who is 
expert, specialist. xix. — F. expert, sb. use 
of the adj. expertise ekspa3iti-z. xix. — F. 


pe:ctANCY. xvi. expecta-TION. xvr. — L. expiate «ekspieit Tbring to an end xvi; 


expectorate ékspe-ktoreit eject (phlegm) 
XVII ; spit XIX. f. pp. stem of L. expectoráre, 
f. ex EX-l -- pector-, pectus breast; see 
PECTORAL, -ATE?. 


avert evil from ; do away the guilt of, make 
amends for xvir. f. pp. stem of L. expiàre, 
f. ex EX-!--piáre seek to appease (by sacri- 
fice), f. pius devout, PIOUS; see -ATE®. So 
expis‘TION. xv. -L 


expeditate  ikspe:diteit (hist.) cut away | expire ékspaio-1 breathe one’s last xv; 


from (a dog) three claws or the ball of 
the forefoot. xvi. f. pp. stem of medL. 
expeditáre, f. ex Ex-! -- ped-, pés FOOT, after 
excapitáre behead. 


expedite e'kspidait fclear of difficulties; 
help forward, dispatch. xvii (the pp. expedite 
was used xv, and Texpede Sc. xvi). f. 


breathe out xvi. -(OJ)F. exprirer - L. ex- 
(sS)páre, f. ex Ex-'+spirdre breathe (see 
SPIRIT). So expirA‘TION coming to an end, 
Tdeath xv1; breathing out xvi (? xv). = L. 
Hence expiry? ékspaio-ri dying, death 
XVIII (Burns) ; termination XIX. expiratory? 
ékspaio:rotori pert. to expiration. XIX. 


expedit-, pp. stem of L. expedire extricate | explain éksplein unfold (a matter), give 


(orig. free the feet), make ready, put in 
order, intr. be serviceable or useful, f. ex 
EX-!-++ ped-, pés FOOT; see -ITE. So expedi- 
ENT éksprdiont conducive to advantage, 
fit and proper. xiv. f. prp. of the L. vb. 
expedi‘TION  fprompt action, dispatch; 


details of xv; Topen out, smoothe; assign 
a meaning to XVII ; account for xvii. —- L. 
explanare, £. ex ex-! --plánus PLAIN. So ex- 
plana:rioN  eksplo-. xiv (Wycl. Bible). 
-L. explanatonY? éksple-n-. xvii. 


warlike enterprise xv; journey made for a | expletive ékspli-tiv serving to fill out; sb. 


purpose; prompt movement xvi. — (O)F. 
—-L. Hence expedi: tiovus. xv. 


expel ékspe:d drive out or forth. xiv (Ch.). 


expletive word. xvit (used of a profane 
oath, etc. xix). = late L. explétivus, f. explére, 
f. ex Ex~1-} plére fill; see FULL, -IVE. 


— L. expellere, f£. ex Ex-'+ pellere drive, thrust | explicate e‘ksplikeit unfold, flit. and fig. 


(cf. PULSE”). So expulsion ékspa‘lfon. xiv. 
—- L. expu'lsivrg. xiv (vertu expulsif, Ch.). 


expend ékspe:nd pay out, disburse. xv. 
— L. expendere, f. ex EX-!-- pendere weigh, 
pay, rel. to pendere hang (see PENDENT); cf. 
DISPEND, SPEND. Hence expe-ndituURE. XVIII; 
after texpenditor officer having charge of 


XVI. f. pp. stem of L. explicáre, f. ex EX-!-- 
plicáre fold; see PLY, -ATE*. So explica- 
TION. = F. explication (the usual word for 
‘explanation’) or L. So explicit! ékspli-sit 
clearly developed, distinctly expressed. 
xvi. — EF. explicite or L. explicitus, pp. of 
explicáre. explicABrE e-ksplikobl. 


expenditure xv-xix (medL., f. expenditus, | explicit? e-ksplisit late L. formula (Jerome) 


irreg. pp. of expendere, after venditus sold). 
So expe:nse spending, money disbursed 
XIV; pecuniary charge, cost XIV. —AN. 
expense, alteration of OF. espense - late L. 
expensa, fem. (sc. pecunia money) of pp. of 
expendere. expe nsivE tlavish; costly. 
XVII. f. expens-, pp. stem of L. expendere; 


used by scribes to indicate the end of a book 
or piece, prob. orig. short (on the analogy 
of INCIPIT) for explicitus est liber the book is 
unfolded or exhibited (see prec.) but re- 
garded as a verb in 3rd pers. sing. (‘here 
ends’), expliciunt being used as its pl. 


assoc. early with expense. explode éksplouwd reject xvi; bring into 


experience ékspio'rions Ttrial; observation 
of facts ; condition or event by which one is 
affected x1v (Ch., Wycl. Bible, PPl.); know- 
ledge resulting from observation; state of 
having been occupied in some way xv. 
— (O)F. expérience = L. experientia, f. expe- 
riri try; see EX-!, PERIL, -ENCE. Hence vb. 
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discredit xvir (now chiefly in pp.); ‘go off’ 
or cause to do so with a loud noise XVIII. 
— L. explodere drive out by clapping, hiss 
off the stage (cf. APPLAUD, PLAUDIT), f. ex 
EX-!4- plaudere clap the hands. So explo-- 
SION. XVII — F or L. explo'sive. xvii; sb. 
XIX. Cf, IMPLOSIVE, PLOSIVE. f. explds-, pp. 
stem. 


EXPLOIT 


exploit e*ksploit progress, success XIV; 
tattempt to control or capture xv; deed, 
feat xvi. ME. esploit, explatt, -pleyte, -ployte 
~ OF. esplait achievement, esploit m., esploite 
fem. (mod. exploit, with latinized prefix) = 
Pr. espleit :- Gallo-Rom. *explictum, *-ta, 
L. explicitum, -ta n. and fem. pps. of ex- 
plicdre EXPLICATE ; orig. ‘something unfolded 
or put forth’. So exploi-t vb. tachieve XIV; 


EXSICCATE 


Sp. esponer, It. esporre, Rum. spune w= L. 
expónere put out (whence Texpone xiv), ex- 
pose, publish, exhibit, explain, f. ex Ex-!-- 
pónere put, place :— *posineve, f. *bo- (cf. 
OSI. po, Lith. pa with, alongside) 4- s?nere 
place, leave (cf. SITE). Cf. EXPOSE and EX- 
POSITION (which serves as noun of action to 
the vbs. expose and expound). For the formal 
development cf. COMPOUND. 


Tprosper xv ; (after modF.) turn to account, express ékspres portray, represent XIV 


make capital out of, esp. in unfavourable 
sense XIX. ME. expleite - OF. expleiter ac- 
complish, enjoy (mod. exploiter) — Pr. 
espleitar :- Gallo-Rom. *explicitdre, f. ex- 
phcaàre. exploit4-TION XIX. - F. 


explore éksploo:1 seek to ascertain, examine 
into XVI; search into (a country, etc.) XVII. 
= F. explorer = L. exploráre search out. So 
explora‘TION. xvI. — F. or L.. 


exponent ékspownont interpreting XVI ; sb. 
(math.) index of a power (modL. numerus 
exponens) XVIII ; expounder, interpreter XIX. 
—- L. exponent-, -éns, prp. of expónere EX- 
POUND. So expone:ntiaL (math.) involving 
the unknown quantity or variable as an 


(Ch., Wycl. Bible); press out xiv. - OF. 
expresser (= Pr. espressar, etc.) - Rom. 
*expressáre, f. ex EX-1-- pressáre PRESS ; repr. 
in use L. exprimere (whence F. exprimer). 
So expre'ss adj. explicitly stated xtv (Ch., 
Gower); specially designed for a purpose 
XIV (express train orig. special train, c. 1840; 
also sb., by ellipsis of train). — (O)F. exprés 
(= Pr. expres, Sp. espreso, etc.) = L. ex- 
pressus distinctly or manifestly presented, 
pp. of exprimere. expre:-ssiON representa- 
tion, manifestation XV; pressing out XV. 
—(O)F.— L. expre:ssivE ttending to expel 
XIV; full of expression xvii; serving to 
express XVIII. — F. or medL. 


exponent. xVII. —F. exponentiel (J. Ber- | exprobration eksproubrer[on (arch.) re- 


noulli. expo-niBLE (proposition) requiring 
explanation. XVI. - medL. 


export ékspd-1t tcarry away xv; send from 


proach. xv. -L. exprobrátió(n-), f. expro- 
bra@re, £. ex Ex-'-+-probrum shameful deed; 
See OPPROBRIUM, -TION. 


one country to another xvii. — L. exportdre, | expropriate éksprou'prieit dispossess of 


f. ex EX-! J- portáre carry (cf. Ponr!). Hence 
export sb. e-kspdit. xvil. Soexporta-TION. 
XVIL. — L. Q F. export, exporter, exportation 
(xviir) are from Eng. 


property. XVII. f. pp. stem of medL. expro- 
priáre, f. ex EX-1 d4- proprium PROPERTY ; see 
-ATE?. So expropria' TION. XV (rare before 
XIX). 


expose ékspowz deprive of shelter; lay expulsion see EXPEL. 
open; render liable; disclose xv; exhibit or | expunct ékspa‘nkt (paleeogr.) mark for dele- 


offer publicly xvii. — (O)F. exposer, based 
on L. expónere; see EXPOUND, POSE! So 
exposI'TION explanation, interpretation XIV 
(R. Rolle); setting forth in description xiv 
(Wyclif); (hist.) exposure; displaying to 
view XVII (after modF, industrial exhibition 
XIX). -(O)F. or L. expositon! ikspo'sito1 
setter-forth, expounder. xiv (R. Rolle, 'l're- 


tion by a dot above or below. f. pp. stem of 
L. expungere (see next). XVII. 


expunge ékspa:n?3 blot out, efface. XVII. 


— L. expungere mark for deletion by points 
set above or below, f. ex rx-!-J-pungere 
prick; see PUNCTURE, POINT. The Eng. 
sense is due in part to assoc. with sponge. 


visa). - (O)F. orlate L. expo-sitonv?. xvi. | expurgate e'kspàrgeit amend by the re- 


- late L. expositórius (Boethius). exposunE 
ékspou:521 action of exposing, being ex- 
posed; disclosure to view. xvit (Sh.). Ap- 
pears first c. 1600 along with composure, 
disposure; f. expose, after enclose, enclosure, 
which as a pair date from early xvi. 


ex post facto eks poust fæ'ktou erron. 
division of medL. ex postfacto (Digest of 


moval of objectionable features. xvir. f. pp. 
stem of L. expurgäre. So expurga'TION. 
XV (rare before XVII); see EX-!, -ATE?, PURGA- 
TION. So e:xpurgato‘riaL XIx, expu‘rga- 
tory XVIIL. — modL. expurgdatorius, as in 
Index Expurgatorius list of authors and 
writings forbidden by the Church of Rome 
to be read unless expurgated. 


Justinian) from what is done afterwards, | exquisite e-kskwizit, ékskwi-zit tingenious, 


i.e. ex from, out of, with abl. of postfactum, 
i.e. post after + pp. of facere DO}. xvit (ap- 
plied attrib. to an act, etc., operating retro- 
spectively xvir). 


expostulate ékspo'stjüleit tdemand, urge, 
complain of; make friendly objections. xvi. 


abstruse, choice xv; Taccurate, exact; care- 
fully elaborated; highly cultivated; con- 
summate XVI ; intense ; keenly sensitive XVII. 
- L. exquisitus, pp. adj. of exquirere search 
out, f. ex EX-l--quarere search, seek; see 
-ITE. Cf. QUERY. 


f. pp. stem of L. expostuldre; see Ex-1, | exsert éks3-31t (biol.) thrust out or forth. xrx. 


POSTULATE. So expostula'TION. xvi. = L. 


f. exsert-, pp. stem of L. exserere (see EXERT). 


expound  ékspau'nd set forth in detail; | exsiccate e-ksikeit, eksi-keit make dry, dry 


interpret. xit. ME. expoune, expounde 
- OF. espondre (pres. stem espon-) = Pr., 
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up. XV. f. pp. stem of L. exsiccáre, f. ex 
EX-! -- siccáre, f. siccus dry; see -ATE*. 


EXTANT 


extant e'kstént, ékste:nt standing out or 
forth; (still) existing. xvi. — L. ex(s)tant-, 
-üns, prp. of exstáre be prominent or visible, 
exist, f. ex EX-!-++stdre STAND; see -ANT and 
cf. F. extant (XYII). 


extempore èkste'mpəri without premedita- 
tion XVI; adj. XVII; tsb. extempore com- 
position Xvt. f. L. phr. ex tempore on the 
spur of the moment, i.e. ex out of, tempore, 
abl. of tempus time. Also textempory xv1i- 
XVIIL. So Texte:mporar! xvi, extempo- 
fA':NEOUs XVII. —L. extempordlis, late L. 
-dneus. exte’MporaRy XVII; after temporary. 
Hence exte-mporizeE. XVIII. 


extend  ékste:nd stretch out xiv (Ch.); 
enlarge the scope of; stretch forth, hold out 
xvi. =L. extendere, f. ex Ex-1-+tendere 
stretch, TEND!. (| The leg. sense ‘value, 
assess! (xiv, R. Mannyng) may be an inverse 
development from extent valuation. So ex- 
te*nsION stretching, distension xiv ; enlarge- 
ment XVI; state of being extended, range XVII. 
- late L. extensid(n-), -tent-; see TENSION. 
extensive distended xv; of large extent 
xvi (Bacon) - F. or late L. exte nson! 
(anat) extending muscle. xvirt. modL. 
exte-nt (hist.) valuation of property xiv (R. 
Mannyng); (leg.) seizure of lands, etc.; 
breadth or width of application, etc. XVI 
(Hooker); length and breadth xvi. -= AN. 
extente — medL. extenta, sb. use of fem. pp. 
of extendere. extenuate ékste-njueit -make 
thin, diminish, Tdisparage the magnitude 
of ; under-rate, seek to lessen the importance 
of. xvi. f. pp. stem of L. extenudre, f. ex 
Ex-!-+ tenuis THIN. So extenua’TION. XVI. 
- L. In (O)F. exténuer, -ation. 


exterior ékstio:rio outer, situated outside. 
XVI. = L. exterior, compar. formation on 
exterus that is outside (itself a compar.), f. 
ex out = Gr. ex Ex-) and ?; cf. EXTREME; 
parallel forms are found in W. eihr (:- 
*ektros) except, eithaf (1— *ektamos) utter- 
most, extreme, Ir. im-eachtar outside edge. 


exterminate ékst3-1mineit texpel, banish 
XVI; destroy utterly xvii. f. pp. stem of L. 
extermindre (in class L. only in first sense ; in 
Vulg. in second sense), f. ex Ex-!-F- terminus 
boundary, TERM ; see -ATE?. So extermina:- 
TION. XV. = late L. Cf. (O)F. exterminer, 
-ation. 


external ékst3-rnol pert. to the outside or 
exterior. xv. —medL. *externdlis, f. ex- 
ternus (whence extern XVI), f. exter(us) that 
is outside, f. ex; see EX, -AL1; superseded 
earlier extern in gen. use. 


exterritoriality eksteritorie-liti condition 
of being considered outside the territory in 
which one resides. xix. See EX-!. In synco- 
pated form extrality ékstre-liti. xx. Also 
E:xXxTRAterritoria-lity. xix. 


extinct éksti:ipkt that has burned out xv; 
that has died out xvt. - L. ex(s)tznctus, pp. 
of ex(s)tinguere, f. ex EX-1+ stinguere quench 
(sce STICK}. So extincrioN. xvi. =L. 
extinctió(n-) ; cf. F. extinction (xvi). extin- 


EXTRAORDINARY 


guish ékstiggwif. xvi. irreg. f. L. ex- 
(s)inguere; see -1SH? and cf. distinguish. 











extirpate e-kst3ipeit root out. xvi. f. pp. 


stem of L. ex(s)tirpáre, f. ex EX-l-L-stirps 
stem or stock of a tree; see -ATE?. 


extol ékstoul, ékstol tlift up xv; praise 


highly, boast of xv. - L. extollere, f. ex 
EX-!-- tollere raise (cf. TOLERATE). 


extort ékstd-1t obtain by violent or oppres- 


sive means. XVI. f. extort-, pp. stem of L. 
extorquére, f. ex EX-!-Ftorquére twist (cf. 
TORTURE). Soexto'rTION. XIII (Cursor M.). 
—late L. extortió(n-); cf. (O)F. extorsion 
and TORSION. extortionate, xviir (Mrs. 
Piozzi); superseding textortionable (rare; 
XVII-XVHI), -fexiortionous (occas.; XVII), 
Textortious (XVI-XVIII), extortive (XVII-XIX). 
exto'rtionER!. XIV. 


extra e:kstro that is beyond the usual xvii; 


adv.,sb. xix. prob. short for EXTRAORDINARY, 
as (earlier) F. extra for extraordinaire; cf. G. 
extra (XVIII). 


extra- e'kstrə L. adv.-prep. extrd outside 


(contr. of exterd, abl. fem. of exterus EX~ 
TERIOR) used to form adjs. on the model of 
L. extrdordindrius EXTRAORDINARY, extrd- 
muradnus extramural (f. extra murés outside 
the walls), in which an adj. termination is 
added to a phr. consisting of extrd governing 
an acc.; the analysis of such adjs. is often 
felt to be extra--adj., e.g. extraordinary is 
felt as meaning 'outside of being what is 
ordinary’. Other early exx. are e:xtrajudi-- 
cial, extramundane (late L. extrdmunddnus), 
e:xtraparo:chial, e:xtraprovi:ncial  (medL. 
extrüprovinctális), which are all xvii. 


extract èkstræ'kt tpp. derived, descended 


xv; draw out or forth xvi; take out of, copy 
out XVII. f. extract-, pp. stem of L. extrahere 
(whence F. extraire, etc.), f. ex EX-! -F trahere 
draw (see TRACT). So extract e:kstrekt sb. 
substance extracted XVI; passage excerpted 
xv (Pecock). -= L. extractum, sb. use of n. pp. 
extra:cTION lineage, origin xv (Caxton); 
drawing out xvi. — (O)F. - late L. 


extradition ekstrodi:[on delivery of a fugi- 


tive foreign criminal to the authorities of 
the government which claims him. xix (De 
Quincey). — F. extradition (Voltaire), f. L. 
ex Ex-!-+trdditié TRADITION. Hence by 
back-formation extradite e-kstradait (xrx), 
suggested by F. extrader (XVIII). 


extrados  ekstrerdos (archit.) upper or 


exterior curve of an arch. xvin. — F. extra- 
dos, f. L. extrá outside-- F. dos back :- L. 
dorsum (cf. DOSSAL). Cf. intrados. 


extraneous ékstrei-nios of external origin 
or position. XVII. f. L. extráneus (see 
STRANGE); see -EOUS. 


extraordinary ekstroo'idinori, ikstro:1dnri 
that is out of the usual course XV; excep- 
tional xvi. =- L. extrdérdindrius, f. phr. extra 
6rdinem out of course, in an unusual manner; 
See EXTRA-, ORDINARY. 
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EXTRAPOLATE 


extrapolate ékstre:póleit find by a calcula- 
tion based on known terms of a series other 
terms outside them. x1x (Gladstone, Airy). 
Í. INTERPOLATE by substitution of EXTRA- 
for inter-. So extrapola'TIoN. XIX. 

extravagant ėkstræ'vəgənt epithet of cer- 
tain papal decrees not contained in particu- 
lar collections xiv (sb. from XVI); exceeding 
due bounds xvi. — prp. of medL. extrd- 
vagári, f. extrá d- vagári wander ; see EXTRA-, 
VAGARY, -ANT. ‘The gen. sense depends on 
F. extravagant, It. (e)stravagante. So extra:= 
VAgANCE Tdigression xvii (Milton); unre- 
strained excess XVII; excessive prodigality 
xvii. —F. extravaga- nza -ge'nzo (mus., 
etc.) extravagant composition. XVIII. — Ít. 
estravaganza (usu. strava-); refash. after 
EXTRA-. 

extravasate ékstre-vaseit force (fluid, as 
blood) out of its proper vessel. XVII. 
— modL. *extràvásáre, f. extrà--vàs vessel; 
see EXTRA-, VASE, -ATE?. So extravasa'TION. 
XVII ; cf. F. extravaser, -vasation. 

extreme ékstri:m last, final (surviving in 
extreme unction) xv; utmost, exceedingly 
great xV (Fortescue); outermost, farthest 
xv. — OF. extreme (mod. -éme) — L. extremus 
(superl. corr. to exterus EXTERIOR), f. instr. 
form in -é+superl. suffix *-mo- (cf. postré- 
mus last, suprémus SUPREME). So extre- 
miTYv ékstre: miti. xiv. — (O)F. or L.. 

extricate e'kstrikeit unravel, disentangle. 
XVII. f. pp. stem of L. extricdre, f. ex Ex-1+ 
trice perplexities; cf. INTRICATE, and see 
-ATE?, So extricA- TION. XVII. 

extrinsic ėkstri'nsik texterior, external XVI; 
pert. to external aspects or conditions XVII. 
—- late L.. extrinsecus adj. outer, f. L. extrinse- 
cus adv. outwardly (f. extrd, exter EXTRA, 
EXTERIOR+-im, as in tntertm)-+-secus along- 
side of (corr. to Ir. sech beside, beyond, 
OW. hep without, Lett. sec alongside, Skr. 
sdcd with), f. *seqw- follow (cf. SEQUENCE). 
The ending was from the first assim. to -IC 
(cf. INTRINSIC). In (O)F. extrinséque. 

extro- e'kstrou alteration of L. extrá out- 
side, on the analogy of intrd-/intrd inside (cf. 
contró-) ; e.g. extroversion, -vert XVII. 

extrude ékstri-d thrust out. xvi. - L. extrá- 
dere, f. ex- EX-'-+ triidere thrust (cf. THREAT). 
Hence extru:sION. XVI; after intrusion. 

exuberant égzji-berent growing luxuri- 
antly, abundantly fertile; abounding in 
health and spirits. xv. = F. exubérant = L. 
exuiberant-, -dns, prp. of extiberdre, f. ex 
EX~1+dberdre be fruitful, f. über fertile, 
rel. to UDDER; see -ANT. So exuberance. 
xvi. -F.-L. 

exude égzjü:d ooze or sweat out. XVI. = L. 
ex(s)üdáre, f. ex Ex-1+-suddre SWEAT. 

exult égza-lt tleap up; rejoice exceedingly. 
XVI. —- L. ex(s)ultáre, frequent. of exsilire, 
f. ex EX-!-+salire leap (cf. SALIENT). So 
exu ltawT. xvir, exulta-rioN. xv. ~L. Cf. 
F. exulter, exultation. 

exuviz égzjü'vii cast skins, shells, etc. xvrt. 
L., clothing stripped off, skins of animals, 


EZOD 


spoils, f. exuere divest oneself, f. ex EXx-14- 
*-ou-, *-eu- (as in induere put on, ENDUE). 


eyas aros young hawk taken from the nest. 


xv (Book of St. Albans). Alteration of tnias, 
Tanyas -(O)F. niais bird taken from the 
nest, (hence, now) silly person, Olt. nidtace 
:- Rom. *aid(ti)acem (-àx), f£. nidus NEST. For 
the change of a nias to an yas cf. ADDER: Sp. 
with ey- may be due to assoc. with ey EGG}. 


eye ai organ of sight; hole (e.g. of a needle). 


One of the IE. names of parts of the body 
(cf. ARM), but wanting in the Celtic group. 
OE. eage, Anglian ége — OFris. äge, OS. dga 
(Du. oog), OHS. ouga (G. auge), ON. auga, 
Goth. augo (Crimean Goth. pl. oeghene) :- 
CGerm. *auzon, rel. ult. to IE. *oq'*- (but the 
corr. of Germ. *au to IE. *o is inexplicable), 
on which are based many synon. forms (with 
various modifications), viz. Skr. (Vedic) dkshi 
eye, number two, (dual) sun and moon, Arm. 
akn, Lith. akis, OSI. (Russ.) dko, dual óc, 
Toch. ak, ek, Gr. ósse (:— *okje) the two eyes, 
ómma (:— *opma), ophthalmós eye (cf. oPu- 
THALMIC, OPTIC), óps face, L. (with dim. 
suffix) oculus (cf. OCULAR), -0x in atrox, 
ATROCIOUS, feróx FEROCIOUS. The OE. pl. 
éagan survives in north. dial. een and arch. 
eyne (Spenser); the pl. in -s dates from xiv. 
@ For the IE. conditions see esp. Ernout & 
Meillet s.v. oculus. Comps. eye-BALL'. xvi 
(Sh.. eye:bright plant Euphrasia offici- 
nalis, formerly used for weakness of the eyes 
(f. bright in the sense ‘brightness’, ‘light’). 
XVI. eye:-BROW. XVI; repl. (dial) eyebree 
(OE. éagbr®w). @yeLASH. XVIII. eyeLip. 
XII (egzlid) ; cf. OF ris. Gchlid, ághlid. eye-- 
siGHT. XII (eshe szhhpbe Orm). eyesonE. XII 
(eagesare). eyerooTH. XVI; perh. after Du. 
oogtand, G. augenzahn. eye-WI:TNESS. XVI. 


eyelet arlit small hole worked or per- 


forated in cloth, etc. xiv (Wycl. Bible). 
Late ME. oilet, oylette- OF. oillet (mod. 
œillet), dim. of toil, œil :- L. oculu-s EYE; 
see -ET. @ The present sp. (eylet xv1) and 
pronunc. are due to assoc. with EYE and -LET. 


eyot var. of AIT. 
eyre etal circuit (justice in eyre itinerant 


judge) xiii; circuit court (sp. Air by Scott 
‘Lay of the Last Minstrel’ rv xxxv). —- OF. 
etre t~ L. iter journey. In eyre — AN. en eyre, 
as in justices en eyre (cf. AN. justices errauntz, 
legal L. justitia itinerantes). 


eyrie, aerie gə'ri, aiə'ri nest of a bird of 


prey. XVI (airie, ay(e)rie). — medL. atrea, 
eyria, aeria, aerea, prob. f. (O)F. aire lair of 
wild animals, (earlier also) nature, origin, 
kind (whence ME. aire, e.g. an hauke of 
noble air; cf. OF. un faucon de gentil aire) = 
Pr. agre family, race, stock :- L. agrum, 
nom. ager piece of ground, (hence in Rom.) 
native country, resting-place, lair (see ACRE 
and cf. AIR, DEBONAIR). @ The sp. eyerie was 
favoured by Spelman in his ‘Glossarium’, 
1664, by assoc. with ey Ecc!; Milton has 
Eyries in ‘P.L? IV 424. 


ezod see IZZARD. 
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F 


fa fà (mus.) 4th note in Guido's hexachords 
XIV ; 4th note of an octave XIX. See UT. 


Fabian ferbion pert. to a policy of delay. 
XIX. —- L. Fabiánus pert. to a Fabius or the 
gens Fabia, esp. Quintus Fabius Maximus, 
surnamed Cunctator ('delayer from his 
tactics against Hannibal in the Second 
Punic War. Fabian Society, founded 1884 
to prosecute a ‘Fabian’ policy in the further- 
ance of socialism. 


fable ferbl story, legendary fiction. Xi11; 
plot of a play or poem xvii. —- (OJF. fabie 
— L. fábula discourse, story, literary plot, 
f. fári speak (cf. FAME, FATE). So fable vb. 
tell tales xiv; relate as fiction xvi. — OF. 
fabler —- L.. fabulári, f£. fábula. 


fabliau fz-bliou medieval French humorous 
tale in verse. XIX (Scott). F. (xvr), evolved 
from OF. (Picard) fablia(u)x, pl. of fablel, 
dim. of fable; see prec. and -EL?. 


fabric fe: brik edifice xv; construction or 
structure of a building xvii; textile stuff 
xvill. —F. fabrique (— Pr. fabriga, Sp. 
fábrica, lt. fabbrica) - L. fabrica, f. faber 
worker in metal, etc. (cf. FORGE). So fabri- 
CATE? fe'brikeit construct xv; invent, forge 
XVIH. f. pp. stem of L. fabricáre, f. fabrica. 
fabrica'TION xv. = L. fabricadtidn-em. 


fabulist fe-bjilist composer of fables. xvi. 
— F. fabuliste, f. L. fabula; see FABLE, -1ST. 


fabulous fæ'bjūləs pert. to, of the nature 
of, resembling fables. xv. — F. fabuleux or 
L. fàbulosus, f. fabula FABLE; see -ous. 


faburden sce FAUX-BOURDON. 


facade fzsa-d principal front of a building. 
xvul. = F. façade, f. face, after It. facciata; 
see next and -ADE. 


face feis visage, countenance XII ; hence in 
many transf. and fig. uses, some of which 
reflect the primary senses of L. facies. 
—(O)F. face — Pr. fasa, It. faccia, Rum. 
fatá :- Rom. *facia, alteration of L. facies 
(repr. directly by Pr. fatz, Sp. haz, Pg. face) 
form, appearance, visage, aspect, prob. rel. 
to fax (earlier facés) torch, f. *fac- appear, 
shine. Superseded early ME. ozsene, OE. 
ansien, andwiita, ~e. Hence vb. xv. faciar? 
fei fial (inf. sight, vision) face-to-face XVII ; 
pert. to the face xix. = medL. facidlis; cf. 
F. facial (rare before xix). 


facet fe'sit one of the sides of a body that 
has several faces. xvii (fascet, Bacon). — F. 
facette, dim. of face; see prec. and -ET. 


facetiæ fosi-fii pleasantries. xvi (earlier 
anglicized tfacecies; cf. F. facéties). L., pl. 
of facétia jest. So facetious. XVI. -F. 
facétieux, f. facétie - L. facétia, f. facetus 
(whence Tface-te xvi1). 


facia var. of FASCIA. 


-facient feifiont terminal el. repr. L. 
-facient-, nom. -facténs, prp. of facere po}, 
in calefacient, liquefacient, rubefacient, f. L.. 
calefacere, etc. ; extended to cases like calort- 
facient, where L. would have the corr. vb. 
in -ficàre and adj. in -ficus. 


facile fæ'sail easy xv (Caxton); easily led 
Xvi; moving freely xvir. ~ F. facile or L. 
facilis, f. facere DO!; see -ILE. So facility 
fəsi-liti. xv. ~ F. or L. facilitate render 
easy. XVII. — F. faciliter — It. facilitare, f. 
facile (~ L. facilis}, after L. debilitàre DE- 
BILITATE, etc. 


facinorous fosinoros (arch.) criminal, in- 
famous. xvi. — L. facinorósus, f. facinor-, 
facinus (bad) deed, f. facere D0! ; see -ous. 


facsimile feksi-mili exact copy. XVII. 
modL. (orig. two words, and formerly so 
written), f. L. fac, imper. of facere make, 
DO! 4- smile, n. of similis like, SIMILAR. 


fact fekt deed (now only in leg. use after, 
before the fact, etc.); something that has 
occurred, what has happened ; truth, reality 
XVI; (pl.) circumstances and incidents of a 
case XVIII. = L. factum, sb. use of n. pp. of 
facere DOt. Hence (after ACTUAL) factual. 
xIx (Coleridge). Cf. EFFECTUAL. 


faction fæ'kfən party in a community. XVI. 
— (O)F. faction - L. factió(n-), £. facere; see 
prec. and -TION, and cf. FASHION, in some 
senses of which this word was formerly used. 
So fa:ctious. xvi. = F. factieux or L. 
factiósus. 


-faction fe:kfan repr. L. -factid(n-), ter- 
minal el. of sbs. rel. to vbs. in -ficere -FY, 
e.g. satisfaction; extended to cases like 
petrifaction, where the corr. L. vb. would 
be in -ficãre. 

factitious fzekti-[os Tmade by art; made up 
for the occasion. xVir. f. L. facticius, f. 
fact- ; see FACT, -ITIOUS. 


factitive fa-ktitiv (gram.) expressing the 
notion of making a thing to be something. 
XIX. — modL. factitivus, f. L. fact-, pp. stem 
of facere; see FACT and -IVE. 


factor fx-ktaz agent xv; (math.) any of the 
quantities which multiplied together pro- 
duce a given quantity XVII. — F. facteur or 
L. factor, £. fact- ; see FACT, -On!. 


factory fæ'ktəri A. factorship, agency (Sc.) 
xv1; B. merchant company’s trading station 
Xv1; C. manufactory, works xvii. prob. of 
mixed origin; in A repr. medL. factória (see 
FACTOR, -Y?); in B repr. Pg. feitoria (— It. 
fattoria, Sp. factoría, V. tfactorie (xv), later 
factorerie); in. C, ult. - late L. factórium 
(recorded in the sense ‘oil-press’). 
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FACTOTUM 


FAIR 





factotum . fektowtom man-of-all-work, 
tbusybody. xvi. — medL. factótum, f. L. 
fac, imper. of facere make, po! 4- tótum the 
whole (cf. TOTAL); in Eng. context first in 
appellatives Sohannes Factotum, Dominus or 
Magister Factotum John Do-Everything, 
Mr. Do-Everything; in xvii occurring with- 
out prefixed words, as already earlier in 
French (tfactoton xv1) and German (xvi). 
Cf. the translation-It. fatutto fusser. 


factum fz-ktom statement of a case. XVIII. 
~ F, factum, legal use of L, (see FACT). 


facula fæ'kjūlə luminous spot on the sun. 
xvill. L., dim. of fac-, fax torch; cf. FACE, 
-ULE. 


faculty íz-kolti ability, capacity; Tbranch 
of knowledge (from medL. facultas, tr. Gr. 
dinamis power, as used by Aristotle); de- 
partment of learning XIV; power; licence 
xvi, — (OJF. faculté — L. facultās, f. facilis 
FACILE (cf. early L. facul easily) ; see -Ty. 

fad fed crotchety notion or hobby. xix. 
Of dial. origin; prob. the second el. of 
earlier fidfad (xvii), shortening of FIDDLE- 
FADDLE ; deriv. from F. fadaise (— Pr. fadeza) 
trifle is improbable. 

fade' feid lose freshness or brightness. xiv. 
— OF. fader, f. fade vapid, dull, faded :- 
Rom. *fatidu-s, prob. resulting from a 
blending of L. fatuus silly, insipid, FATUOUS 
with vapidus lifeless, spiritless, VAPID. The 
common var. tvade (XV—XVI) is unaccount- 
able, since no v- forms are extant in F. 


fade? fad insipid. xvin. F. (see prec.). 
q The OF. adj. was adopted in ME. in the 
senses ‘pale, wan’ and ‘faded’. 

fæces fi:siz dregs xv; excrement xvii. L., 
pl. of fex dregs. Cf. FECULENT. 


faerie, faery fei-ori fairyland, var. of FAIRY, 
perh. based on OF. faerie, adopted by 
Spenser in “The Faerie Queene’ (1590-6) 
to designate his imaginary world of men 
and monsters; the special form may have 
been chosen either to express his peculiar 
modification of the sense or to exclude un- 
suitable associations of the usual form fairy. 


Faeroese, Faroese  fesaroui-z, feroui-z 
(pert. to) the inhabitants or language of the 
Faeroe or Faroe Islands (Faeroes, Faroes), sp. 
also Faróe, TFeroe (cf. modL. Feroa), situ- 
ated in the North Sea, between Iceland and 
the Shetland Islands. xix. The Scand. 
names are: Da. Fererne, Sw. Fdrdarne, 
ON. Færeyjar ‘sheep islands’ (f. fær sheep, 
ey island). f. above forms-t- -ESE, after Da., 
færøisk, G. färöisch, etc. 

fag! fæg tsomething hanging loose; last 
remnant XV; extreme end xvi (more fully 
fag-end xvii). Of unkn. origin; ‘Book of 
St. Albans’ Bj has the flagg or the fagg 
federis. 

fag? feg Tflag, decline xvi; work hard, toil; 
tire, weary XVIII ; (from the sb.) act as a fag 
XIX. Of unkn. origin; cf. FLAG*. Hence fag 
sb. drudgery, fatigue ; in Eng. public schools, 


junior who performs duties for a senior 
XVIII (perh. assoc. with fatigue). 

fag? fzeg (sl. cigarette. Abbrev. of fag-end. 
XIX. 

faggot fzx-gat bundle of sticks, etc., tied 
together. xi. —(O)F. fagot—It. fagotto 
(whence also Pr. fagot, Sp. fagoto), dim. of 
Rom. *facus, back-formation on Gr. phdkelos 


bundle. 


Fahrenheit fee-ronait, fa-ranhait mercurial 
thermometer named after its inventor, Fah- 
renheit (1686-1736), Prussian physicist. XVIII. 


faience fajã's porcelain. xviir. F. faïence 
short for poterie or vaisselle de Faience, i.e. 
pottery or ware of the Italian town Faenza 
(L. Faventia). 

fail! feil default (now only in without faii). 
XIII. - OF. fail(De, f. faillir (see next). 

fail? feil be wanting or insufficient; lose 
power; fall or come short, be in default. 
xin. = (O)F. faillir be wanting = Pr. falhir 
:- Rom. *fallire, for L. fallere deceive, and 
used in the sense 'disappoint expectation, 
be wanting or defective’, So failure 
fei‘ljox default; want of success. XVII. orig. 
failer - AN. (legal) failer, for OF. faillir, 
inf. used as sb. (see -ER5) ; altered to failor, 
-our, and finally to failure, by assim. to the 
suffixes -OR’, -URE (cf. leisure, pleasure). 


fain fein (arch.) glad, happy; used advb. 
gladly, willingly. xu. OE. feg(e)n, corr. to 
OS. fagan, -in, ON. feginn t~- Germ. *fagin-, 
-an-, f. CGerm. *fax-, repr. by OE. geféon 
(:- *gefehan), pt. gefeah, OHG. gifehan re- 
joice, and OE. geféa, OHG. gifeho, Goth. 
faheps joy ; ult. origin unkn. 

fainéant ferneá idler. xvu. F. (also tfait- 
néant) do-nothing, etymologizing sp. (fait 
does, 3rd sg. of faire, néant nothing) of OF. 
faignant sluggard, prp. of faindre skulk (see 
FEIGN). 

fain(s) fein(z) (sl) used in formule, e.g. 
fain(s) I, fainit, deprecating further actions. 
XIX. var. of fez, clipped form of FEND, in the 
sense ‘forbid’ or ‘ward off’. 

faint feint tfeigned; tsluggish x111; Tweak, 
sickly; inclined to swoon xiv; languid, 
feeble; indistinct xvi. ~ OF. faint, feint 
feigned, sluggish, cowardly, pp. of faindre 
feindre FEIGN. Cf. FEINT. Hence faint vb. 
XIV. 

fairt fgə1 beautiful; pleasing OE. ; free from 
blemish x11; favourable xit1 ; light-coloured 
\( dark xvi. ‘OE. fæger = OS., OHG. fagar, 
ON. fagr, Goth. fagrs (only in n. fagr fitting ; 
cf. gafahrjan prepare) :- CGerm. *fagraz, 
prob. f. *fag- with r-suffix as in BITTER; 
referred by some to IE. *pok-, repr. by 
Lith. priogstt adorn, Lett. pohsohu cleanse, 
sweep. 

fair? feor periodical gathering of buyers and 
sellers. xir (D. Sirith). - OF. feire (mod. 
foire) = Pr. feira, It. fiera, Pg. feira :- late 
L. féria, sg. of class. L. fériz holiday, older 
fésize, rel. to féstus (see FEAST, FERIA, FESTIVE). 
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FAIRY 


FALLOW 





fairy fevri tfairy-land;  ffairy-folk; 
Tmagic; diminutive supernatural being. 
XIV. — OF. faerie, faierie (mod. féerie), f. 
fae FAY?; see -ERY. Cf. FAERNE. QJ The 
application to a single being is peculiar to 
Eng. Hence fai-ryLaNnp (Sh.); fairy-tale 
(1750), tr. F. conte de fées ‘tale of fairies’. 


faith feip trust ; belief ; faithfulness; loyalty. 
xil. ME. fep, feip — AN. fed, OF. feid, feit 
(pronounced feip) FAv! — Pr. fe, nom. fes, 
Sp., Pg. fé (cf. AuTO-DA-rÉ), It. fede i- L, 
fidem, nom. fides f. *fid-, var. of *fid- in 
fidus trustworthy, fidere trust, rel. to Gr. 
peithein (pf. pépoitha) persuade, pistzs faith, 
pistós faithful, Alb. be oath, f. IE. *bhidh-, 
*bheidh-, *bhoidh- (cf. FEDERAL). Final -th 
may have been supported by truth. In 
theol. uses faith renders ecclL. fides, which 
translates Gr. miers of the N.T. Hence 
faithruL!. xir (Cursor M.). 


fake feik ‘do’, do for, do up (orig. thieves’ 
sl). xix. Later form of Teak, tfeague beat, 
thrash = G. fegen polish, furbish, sweep, 
(sl.) thrash, scold, rate. Hence as sb. 

fakir  falio:, ferkior, fá'kioy Mahom- 
medan religious mendicant or ascetic. XVII. 
-(partly through F. faquir) Arab. faqir 
poor, poor man. 

Falangist  fole-nds3ist adherent of the 
Falange (spec. use of falange PHALANX), Sp. 
Fascist party founded by José Antonio 
Prima de Rivera in 1933; see -IST. 


falbala fz-lbolo. xvit1; see FURBELOW. 


falcate fe:lkeit (nat. hist.) sickle-shaped. 
xIx. — L. falcátus, f£. falc-, falx sickle; see 
-ATE*. So fa'lcatED!. XVIIL. 

falchion f3-lfian broad curved convex- 
edged sword. xiv. ME. fauchoun - OF. 
fauchon = It. falcione :- Rom. *falcié(nem), 
f. L. falci-, falx sickle. Latinized sp. with | 
appears XVI. 

falcon f»(Dkon small diurnal bird of prey 
xin; light cannon xv (so falconet xvi — It. 
falconetto; for such use of a bird-name cf. 
musket). ME. faucon = (O)F. faucon, obl. 
case of fauc = Pr, fauc, faucó, Sp. halcón, 
Pg. falcão, It. falco, tfalcone :- late L. fal- 
co(n-), expl. by Festus as f. falx scythe, 
from the bird’s sickle-like claws, but perh. 
— Germ. *falkon, repr. by OE. personal 
name Falca = OS., OHG. falco (Du. valk, 
G. falke). The survival of OE. falcen (found 
in place-names, like heafoc hawk) is not 
probable, the earliest endings, -on, -un, 
pointing to AN. origin. So falconer? 
fo:(Dkena:x. xiv (Ch.). -(O)F. fauconnier. 
€«| Sp. (D) xv after Latin. 

falderal feldore:! trifle, gewgaw. XIX 
(earlier XVIII as a meaningless refrain). 
Obscurely rel. to FAL-LAL. 


faldstool f5-dstül movable prayer-desk 
xvii; armless chair used by prelates, etc. 
xix. - medL. faldistolium ~ WG. *faldistél 
= late OE. faldestol, fyld(e)stol :- Germ. 
*falpistólaz,£, *falbanFOLD? -- *stülaz STOOL. 


tFaldistory has also been used (xvri-xvirri) 
— medL.. faldistorium or Sp., Pg. faldistorio, 
It. faldistoro. Cf. FAUTEUIL. 


Falernian folo'1nion. xvi. f. L. Falernus, 
name of a territory in Campania, Italy, 
famed for its wines; see -IAN. 


fall! f5l descent xir (Orm); lapse into sin 
(AncrR.); falling from an erect posture XIII 
(Cursor M.); downward motion xiv (see 
WATERFALL), autumn (orig. T/fall of the leaf); 
‘falling’ article of dress xvi. ME. fal), 
superseding OE. (ge)feall and fell, fell, fiell, 
fyll (:— *falliz); partly - ON. fall fall, death 
in battle, sin, downfall (cf. OS., OHG. fal); 
partly a new formation on FALL?. 


fall? f5] trap. OE. fealle in müsfeaile mouse- 
trap, surviving in PITFALL, and in Sc. mouse- 
faw, ratton-faw. 


fall? £51 pt. fell, pp. fallen descend, sink; 
gen. )( rise. OE. feallan, fallan, pt. féoll, 
pp. feallen = OFris., ON. falla, OS., OHG. 
fallan (Du. vallen, G. fallen, fiel, gefallen) += 
CGerm. (exc. Goth.) redupl. str. vb.*fallan, 
pt. *fefell-, xel. to Lith. pàlti fall, Arm. p'ul 
downfall. Cf. FELL‘. 


fall* f51 (Sc.) cry uttered when a whale is 
sighted. xvrt. Local Sc. pronunc. of WHALE 
(in Aberdeenshire wh is pronounced f). 


fallacy fa-losi deception xv (Caxton) (also 
tfallas xtv); logical flaw; delusive notion 
xv1; delusive nature xvi. - L, falldcia, f. 
fallac-, fallax, f. fallere deceive (cf. FALSE). 
(tFallace - (O)F. fallace, was earlier.) So 
fallacious fəlei' fəs. xvr, —(O)F. fallacieux. 
See -ACY, -ACIOUS. 


fal-lal fæ'llæ'l piece of finery. XVIII. One 
of various redupl. formations expressing the 
notion of something trivial, perh. suggested 
by FALBALA. 


fallible f-libl liable to err or be deceived. 
xv (Hoccleve, Lydg.; Pecock has fallable). 
-medL. fallibilis, f. fallere deceive; see 
FALSE, -IBLE. 


Fallopian falouspion (anat. applied to 
parts described by Gabriello  Fallopio 
(1523-62), It. anatomist. XVIII; see -IAN. 


fallow! fx-lou ploughed or arable land OE. ; 
ground ploughed and harrowed but left un- 
cropped. xvi. OE. fealh, fealg- = MLG. 
valge (G. felge); used as adj. xiv. Hence 
fallow vb. break up (land) as for sowing. 
OE. fealgian = MHG. valgen, velgen. 
fallow? fz-lou reddish-yellow (now only 
in fallow deer). OE. falu (fealu), obl. fealwe, 
etc. = OS. falu (Du. vaal), OHG. falo (G. 
fahl, falb), ON. folr (pl. felvar) :- CGerm. 
(exc. Goth.) *falwaz :- CIE. *polwos, f. 
*pol- *pel- *pl-, as repr. by Skr. palitds 
grey, Gr. polids, pelitnds grey, pellés dark- 
coloured, L. pallére be PALE, pullus grey, 
blackish, (O)Ir., Gael. lath, W. lwyd (= 
*pleitos) grey, OSL plavů (:— *polvů) white. 
(| Tbe Germ. word is the source of F. 
fauve, It. falbo. 
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FALSE 


false fols wrong; untrue, deceitful; spuri- 
ous. OE. fals adj. in false gewihta wrong 
weights, falspening counterfeit penny (cf. 
ON. falspeningr) and sb. (— ON. fals) 
*fraud, deceit, falsehood' = L. falsus adj. and 
falsum sb. n., prop. pp. of fallere deceive. 
In ME. reinforced by or newly - OF. fals, 
faus, fem. false (mod. faux, fausse) — Pr. fals, 
Sp., It. falso :- L.. falsu-s, -a. Hence fa-Ise- 
HOOD. XIV (preceded by tfalshede x111—xvr). 
fa-lsirv. xv. —(O)F. or late L. fa'lsirv. 
XVI. ~ L. falsitds ; cf. ME. fals(e)te treachery, 
fraud ~ OF. falseté (mod. fausseté). 


falsetto folse‘tou (mus.) voice of a register . 


above the natural. xvin. It., dim. of falso 


FALSE. 


falter fd:ltex stumble in step or speech xIVv; 
give way, waver xvI. Of obscure origin; 
possibly f. ME. falde FoLp? (which was used 
esp. of the faltering of the legs and the 
tongue) ---fer, as in TOTTER. 


fame feim reputation; jrumour. XII. 
- OF. fame (now fdme in comps. only) - 
L. fama = Gr. phémé, (Doric) phdma, f. 
*bha- in L. fari, Gr. phdnai speak (cf. FABLE, 
FATE). So fa:mous renowned, celebrated. 
xIv (Ch.). - AN. famous, OF. fameus (mod. 
-eux) — L. famdsus. 


family fe-mili group of relatives, kindred 
xv; household of parents, children, servants 
XVI. =L. familia household, f. famulus 
servant; see -Y?. Earlier Sc. famyle (Wyn- 
toun), later famell (Douglas) -— (O)F. famille. 
So familiar fomi-ljor. xiv (R. Rolle, Ch.). 
Early forms familier, famuler are - (O)F. 
familier, Tfamulier, but forms in -zar(e) are 
also early and reflect the orig. L. farmiltáris. 
familiarizr. xvii. = F. familiariser (Xvi). 
familiarıry -æ'riti. Xu. ~F.= L 


famine fæ'min extreme dearth, extreme 
hunger. xiv (PPL, Ch., Gower). —(O)F. 
famine, f. faim hunger — Pr., Cat. fam, 
It. fame, Rum. foame += L. fame-s (cf. 
Sp. hambre, Pg. fome, Rum. T foamine :- 
Rom. *famini-s). 


famish fa-mif reduce to the extremities of 
hunger. xIV. Extended form (after vbs. in 
-15H?) of ME. fame (xiv), aphetic - OF. 
afamer (mod. affamer) — Pr. afamar, It. 
affamare :- Rom. *affamáre, f. L. ad AF-4- 
famés hunger ; cf. DISTINGUISH, EXTINGUISH. 


fan! fen instrument for winnowing grain 

OE.; instrument for agitating the air x1v 
(Ch.). OE. fann - L. vannus. Hence fan vb. 
OE. fannian. fa'nLIGHT? fan-shaped win- 
dow over a door. XIX. 


fan? fæn abbrev. of FANATIC. An early 
isolated tise (phan, fann) is recorded from 
late xvir; the present use dates from late 
XIX and is orig. U.S. 


fanatic fənæ'tik tfrenzied, as through 
divine or demonic possession XVI; marked 
by excessive enthusiasm xvii; sb. f(reli- 
gious) maniac; unreasoning enthusiast XVII. 


FANTEE 


-F. fanatique (Rabelais) or L. fdandticus 
pert. to a temple, inspired by a deity (spec. 
of priests of Bellona, Cybele, and other 
goddesses in whose temples they lived), 
frenzied, f. fanum temple, FANE; see -ATIC. 
Also fana‘ticaL. xvi. Hence fanaticism. 
xvi1; also Tfa-natism (xvrr-xvii) — F. 


fancy fæ-nsi arbitrary or capricious prefer- 
ence, individual taste xv (flove xvi); 
imagination (but later dist. from this) XVI; 
invention xv11. Early forms fantsy, fansey 
(Paston Letters), contr. of FANTASY. Hence 
fa-ncy vb. xvi; or partly contr. of fantasy 
vb. (xv) - OF. fantasier. 


fandangle fz:ndzngi trifling ornament, 
trinket, tomfoolery. xIx. perh. alteration 
(after newfangle) of FANDANGO, which was 
occas. used earlier in this sense; cf. dial. 
fandangs trinkets, antics, tfandangous (XVIII) 


nonsensical. 


fandango fzende:ngou lively Sp. dance. 
XVII. — Sp. fandango, perh. of negro origin. 

fane fein (poet.) temple. xiv. - L. fánum, 
prob. :- *fasnom (cf. Oscan fíísnam, Um- 
brian fesnafe), and rel. to feriz, earlier féstz 
(see FERIAL). Often sp. phane XV-XVII. 


fanfare fæ'nfeəs flourish (of trumpets, etc.). 
xvil (famphar, Montgomerie). — F. fanfare 
of imit. origin. 


fang fen tA. capture, catch xr; B. canine 
tooth, tusk xvi; root of a tooth or prong of 
this xvi. Late OE. fang (repl. native feng — 
ON. fengr :—- *faggiz) - ON. fang capture, 
grasp, embrace = OFris., OS., OHG. fang 
(Du. vang catch, stay, MHG. vanc, G. fang), 
f. Germ. *fagg-, *fayx-, repr. by OE. fön 
capture, pt. feng, pp. fangen — Oris. fà, 
OS., OHG. fahan, ON. fd, Goth. fahan, rel. 
to L. pangere fix (cf. PACT, PEACE); the de- 
velopment of sense B is obscure. 

fan-tan fze-nten Chinese gambling game 
depending on divisions by four. xix. Chin. 
fan t'an repeated divisions. 


fantasia fzntei'zis musical composition in 
which form is subordinated tọ fancy. XVIII. 
It.; see FANTASY. 

fantastic fæntæ'stik imaginary XIV; 
Timaginative xv ; extravagantly fanciful xvi. 
— (O)F. fantastique - medL. fantasticus, late 
L. phantasticus — Gr. phantastikós, f. bhantá- 
zein make visible, phantdzesthai have visions, 
imagine ; cf. next and see -1c. So fanta:sti- 
CAL. xv. The sp. with ph- was frequent 
c. 1600-1800. 


fantasy, phantasy fz-ntasi {mental appre- 
hension ; Tphantom ; Tdelusive imagination ; 
baseless supposition Xiv; changeful mood 
xV; imagination XVI. = OF. fantasie (mod. 
fantaisie) = Pr. fantazia, etc., It. fantasia 
— L. phantasia = Gr. phantasiä appearance 
(later, phantom), mental process, sensuous 
perception, faculty of imagination, f. phantd- 
zein; see prec. and -Y?. Cf. FANCY. 

fantee, fanti fe-nti phr. go fantee live like 
a native. XIX (Kipling). Name of a tribe 
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FANTIGUE 


of the Gold Coast, Africa, related to the 
Ashanti. 


fantigue fznti-g (dial.) state of excitement. 
XIX. perh. based on FANTASY. 


fantoccini fentotfi-ni puppet show. XVIII. 
It., pl. of fantoccino, dim. of fantoccio puppet, 
f. fante servant, aphetic of infante INFANT. 


faquir var. of FAKIR. 


far faz at or to a great distance. OE. feor(r) 
= OFris. fér, fir, OS. fer, ferro (Du. ver), 
OHG. fer, ferro, ON. fjarri, Goth. fairra i 
Germ. *ferro, compar. formation on *fer- 
:*- IE. *per-, repr. by Skr. pdra, Gr. pérd 
further, Olr. zre beyond. 


farad fered (electr.) unit of capacity. 
1881. f. name of Michael Faraday, English 
electrician (1791-1867), with assim. to the 
suffix -AD!. 


farce! fais fstuff, cram x1v (Barbour, Ch.); 
season, ‘spice’ xIV (Rolle). - OF. farsir 
(mod. farcir) = Pr. farsir - L. farcire. 


farce? fais short dramatic work the sole 
object of which is to excite laughter. XVI. 
= F. farce (xvi), in OF. stuffing, f. farcir 
:— L. farcire stuff, FARCE!, in medL. pad out, 
interlard. The term, in latinized form farsa, 
farcia, was applied in XIII to phrases inter- 
polated in the liturgical kyrie eleison (e.g. 
kyrie genitor ingenite, vera essentia, eleison) 
and to passages in French inserted in the 
Latin text of the epistle at Mass (cf. medL. 
epistola farcita) ; hence to impromptu ampli- 
fications of the text of religious plays, whence 
the transition to the present sense was easy. 
The medL. forms have been anglicized by 
eccl. antiquaries in the form farse for litur- 
gical uses of sb. and vb. Hence fa'rcicar. 
XVIII ; after conical, tragical. 

farcy fa-isi disease of horses allied to 
glanders. xv. Earlier farcin — F. farcin :- 
late L. farciminum (Vegetius), beside farci- 
men, f. farcire FARCE! ; so named from the 
purulent eruptions with which the affected 
animal is ‘stuffed’. Q For loss of -n cf. booty. 


fardel fa-1dl (arch.) bundle, parcel. xır 
(Cursor M.). — OF. fardel (mod. fardeau) 
burden, load = Pr. fardel, It. fardello := 
dim. of Rom. *fardum (Olt., Sp. fardo; cf. 
Sp., Pg. alfarda notch) = Arab. fard, farda 
notch of an arrow, numbering, camel-load, 
clothing ; see -EL?. 

fare! fear tjourney OE.; passage money 
XV ; passenger XVI; Tprocedure ; Tcondition ; 
(supply of) food xin. orig. two words, 
Gi) OE. fer str. n. = OHG. far transit, 
landing-place, harbour, ON. far :- Germ. 
*faram; (ii) OE. faru str. fem. — OFrTis. 
fare, fere, MLG. vare, MHG. var, ON. for 
:- Germ. *faró, f. base of next. 


fare? feo: Tgo a journey ; get on (well or ill) 
OE.; Tbehave, act; happen. xii. Now only 
literary. OE. faran, pt. for, pp. faren = 
OFris., ON. fara, OS., OHG., Goth. faran 
(Du. varen, G. fahren) :- CGerm. *faran, 
f. *far-:- IE. *por- (cf. FORD, EMPORIUM, 


FARSED 


PORE, PORT'), The str. pt. for was partly 
superseded by the pt. ferd(e) of synon. fere 
(OE. féran) until the wk. inflexion was 
regularized to fared in xvr. Hence farewell 
str. variable (arch.) int. (‘proceed happily’; 
see WELL?), orig. imper. phr. addressed to 
one setting out, now equiv. to Good-bye!; 
also as sb. xiv (PPl., Ch., Gower}. 


farinaceous ferinei-fiss of flour or meal. 
XVII. f. late L. farinàceus, f. farina, f£. far 
corn (cf. BARLEY); see -ACEOUS. 


farm faim fixed annual payment as rent, 
etc. XIII (orig. in £o farm, at or in farm); 
tract of land leased ; farm-house xvi. ME. 
ferme - (O)F. ferme :- medL. firma fixed 
payment, f. L. firmare fix, settle, confirm, 
in medL. contract for, f. firmus rFIRM!. 
Hence farm vb. trent xv; let or lease out 
XVI. So fa:rmrn? collector of revenue; 
bailiff, steward xiv ; cultivator of a farm xvi. 
ME. fermour — AN. fermer, (O)F. fermier, 
which combined the uses of med L. firmaārius 
and firmátor ; in the more mod. uses appre- 
hended as f. farm vb.-4- -en!. 


faro fea-rou gambling card-game. xvi. 
quasi-phoneticsp. of T Pharaoh, var. of T Pha- 
raon, TFarro — F. pharaon, title (- late L. 
Pharaó(n-), Gr. Pharaó, Heb. Par'óh - Egyp- 
tian Per'o lit. ‘great house’, i.e. royal house 
or estate) of the kings of ancient Egypt, 
which is said to have been applied orig. to 
the king of hearts in the game. 


farouche fzerüi:[ shy and repellent. xviit. 
F., alteration of OF. faroche, beside forache 
(cf. dial. fourdche, etc.) — Pr. ferotge, It. 
Tforastico :- medL. forasticu-s, f. L. foras 
out-of-doors (see FOREIGN). 


farrago  forergou medley. xvi. -L. 
farrdgo orig. mixed fodder for cattle, f. farr-, 
far corn, spelt (cf. BARLEY). 


farrier fae-ria1 shoeing-smith, veterinary 
surgeon. xvi. — OF. ferrier :- L. ferrdriu-s, 
f. ferrum horseshoe, prop. iron (cf. FER- 
REOUS); superseded tferrour, ferrer (X1V— 
xvii). Hence fa-rrierv? veterinary surgery. 
XVIII. 


farrow! fxrou Tyoung pig OE.; litter of 
pigs. xvi. OE. ferh (fearh) = OS. *farh 
(whence dim. MLG. ferken, Du. varken), 
OHG. farah (whence dim. OHG. farhilin, 
G. ferkel) :-WGerm. *far xyaz :- IE. *porkos, 
whence L. porcus (see PORK), Gr. pórkos 
pig, Lith. parsas gelded pig, OSI. prase, 
Olr. orc. Hence fa:rrow vb. xiu (pp. 
iueruzved). 
farrow? fz'rou (Sc.) not in calf. xv (ferow). 
— Flem. verwe, varwe, in verwekoe, varwekoe, 
tverrekoe cow that has become barren; of 
unkn. origin. 


farsang fä'isæn PARASANG. XVII. Pers. 


farsed faist (of speech) embellished xv; 

(of a liturgical formula) amplified by inter- 
polation xix. - medL. farcitus (as in 
epistola farcita farced epistle), pp. of L. 
farcire stuff; so F. épître, hymne farcie. 
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fart fait break wind. OE. *feortan (in 
feorting vbl. sb.), ME. uerten (x11), corr. to 
MLG. verten, OHG. ferzan, MHG. verzen, 
vurzen (G. farzen, furzen), ON. (with 
metath.) freta :- CGerm. *fertan, *fartan, 
*furtan 1— IE. base *perd- *pord- *prd-, as 
repr. by Skr. pard-, prd-, Av. paradan (3rd 
pl), Alb. pjerdh (xst sg.), Gr. pérdein, aor. 
épardon, pf. péporda, pordé sb., Lith. pérdsiu, 
Russ. perdét’. 


farther fa:1d01 to or at a more advanced 
point or greater distance. XIII; ad]. more 
distant ; additional. ME. ferper (Cursor M.), 
var. of FURTHER, which came to be used as 
a compar. of FAR instead of T/farrer, earlier 
T/errer, a new formation with -ER? on the 
orig. compar. (OE. fierr :- *ferriz). So 
fa:rthesT adj. xiv (ferpest), adv. (xvi). 


farthing f4:15in fourth of a penny. OE. 
féor ping, -ung, f£. féorpba FOURTH, perh. after 
ON. fjórüungr quarter ; see -ING?. 


farthingale fa-1dingeil hooped petticoat. 
xvi. (Early forms vard-, verd-, fard-) - OF. 
verdugale, vertugalle, altered - Sp. verdugado, 
f. verdugo rod, stick, f. verde green (cf. VERT). 


fasces fz-siz (Rom. antiq.) bundle of rods 
with an axe in the middle. xvi. L., pl. of 
fascis bundle, rel. to fascia (see next). 


fascia fz-[io (archit.) long flat surface or 
band xv1; (anat.) sheath investing an organ. 
xvi. —L. fascia band, fillet, casing of a 
door, etc., rel, to fascis (see prec.). 


fascicle fæ'sikl bundle, cluster Xv; part or 
number of a work xvi. L. fasciculus, dim. 
of fascis (see FASCES). Also fa:scicule. xvi1; 
after F.; and in L. form xviii. 


fascinate fe-sineit cast a spell over, be- 
witch. xvi. f. pp. stem of L. fascindre, 
f. fascinum spell, witchcraft. So fascina:- 
TION. xvii. = L 


fascine fesi-n (fortif.) long faggot. 
fascine - L.. fascina, f. fascis bundle. 


Fascist fæ fist, fæ'sist orig. member of the 
Fascio nagionale di combattimento ‘national 
fighting force’, formed by Benito Mussolini 
in March 1919 to combat communism. = It. 
fascista, f. fascio bundle, sheaf, assemblage, 
association (of forces) = F. faix, ete. 1 L. 
fascis; see FASCES and -IsT. So Fa:seism. 

fash ff (chiefly Sc.) annoy, trouble. xvi. 
— earlv modF. fascher (now fücher) :- Rom. 
*fastidicáre (cf. Pr. fastic(sb.) disgust, fastz- 
gos scornful, enfastigat disgusted), f. L. fastus 
disdain (cf. FASTIDIOUS). 


-F. 


fashion fæ'fən make, shape xir; mode, 
manner XIV; established custom, conven- 
tional usage xv. ME. faciun (Cursor M.), 
fasoun, fassoun — AN. fasun, (O)F. façon = 
Pr. faisso, It. fazione = L. factión-, f. fact-, 
facere to make, po: cf. FACTION. The L. 
word was used rarely in the sense ‘making’, 
chiefly in the sense ‘party, sect, faction’; the 
senses ‘manner of action’, ‘mode’, ‘custom’ 
ace of Rom. development. Hence fa-shion 


vb. xv (Lydg.); after (O)F. fagonner. fa-- 
shionaBLE conforming to the fashion. xvit 
(Sh.). 


fast! fàst firm OE.; rapid (evolved from 
the corr. use of the adv.) xvi; dissipated 
xvIII. OF. fest = OF ris. fest, OS. fast (Du. 
vast), OHG. festi (G. fest), ON. fastr ; prob. 
orig. *- CGerm,. *fastuz (but transf. to other 
declensions in some langs.), rel. to Arm. hast 
firm :— *pazdu. 'The base is repr. in Gothic 
only by fastan keep, guard, observe (a fast) 
and fastubni observance, fasting; OE. had a 
mutated fastan (= ON. festa) make fast. 
So fast adv. firmly OE.; closely; quickly; 
rapidly x11; dissipatedly xvi (Dryden). OE. 
fæste == OS. fasto (Du. vast), OHG. fasto 
firmly, closely, quickly (G. fast almost), ON. 
fast firmly, hard (as of drinking), soundly (as 
of sleeping) :- Germ. *fasté, f. *fastuz. 


fast® fast abstain from food. OE. festan = 
OF ris. festza, (M)Du. vasten, OHG. fastén 
(G. fasten), ON. fasta, Goth. fastan = 
CGerm. *fastéjan, f. *fastuz; see prec. 
The gen. sense was ‘hold fast’, hence ‘keep, 
observe’ (as in Gothic), of which ‘observe 
abstinence’ was a spec. application; cf. the 
eccl. use of L. observüre, observantia. So 
fast fàst act or season of fasting. XII. 
= ON. fasta = OS., OHG. fasta; f. Germ. 
*fastéjan. The OE. form was fæsten, ME. 
fasten (to xi). Also fa:st-day. xir; after 
ON. fostudagr. 


fasten fà:sn establish, settle OE.; make 
fast, secure XII; become fixed or attached 
xil. OE. fastnian — OFris. festna, OS. 
fastnón, OHG. fastindn, fest- :- WGerm. 
*fastindjan, f. *fastuz FAST!: see -EN?. 


fasti fæ'stai ancient Roman legal calendar; 
annals. xvir (B. Jonson). L., pl. of fdstus 
(diés) lawful (day), i.e. on which courts sat, 
f. fas right, law (cf. itistus JusT, f. itis), prob. 
rel. to fari speak, and hence prop. ‘declara- 
tion, sentence’, 


fastidious festi-diss tdisdainful, scornful 
xv; easily offended xvii. — L. fastidiósus, f. 
fastidium loathing; see -10Us; cf. F. fasti- 
dieux. Cf. L. fastus, FASH. 


fastness fistnés quality of being fast; 
stronghold. OE. fazstnes, f. FAST!J--NESS; 
for the concr. use of -NESS cf. wilderness and 
the parallel use of the abstr. suffix of OF. 
ferté fortress (= Pr. fermetat += I. firmita- 
tem, -tãs) and of G. festung. 


fat! fæt well-fed, plump ; containing adipose 
or oily matter, obese; and in various transf. 
uses; also as sb. fat substance or matter. 
OE. fét(t) = OF ris. fatt, fett, MDu., MLG. 
vett (Du. vet), OHG. fetzzit (G. feist ; fett is 
- LG.) :- WGerm. *faitida, pp. formation 
on *faitjan fatten (OHG. veizzen, ON. feita), 
f. Germ. d adj. fat, repr. by OS. feit, 
OHG. feiz, ON. fettr (cf. feiti fatness, fita 
sb. fat); perh. to be referred to IE. *poid- 
*pid-, with the basic meaning 'gush forth', 
as in Gr. pidtiein gush, pidax spring, Olr. ese 
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(s— *pidska) water, Gael. uisg (cf. WHISKY); 
an extension of *poi- *pi be swollen, gush 
out, variations of which are seen in several 
words denoting fatness, e.g. Skr. pivá, Gr. 
piar, pidn, pimelé, L. opimus, pinguis. So 
fat vb. surviving in arch. fatted calf; OE. 
f&ttian. fa-ttiimNG!. xvr (Tindale). fa-ttEN*. 
OE. (ge)fattnian. fa-ttv!. xiv. 


fat? obs. form of VAT. 


fatal fei-tol fated; fateful xiv (Ch.); of 

fate or destiny xv; (in weakened sense) 
disastrous XVII (Dryden; cf. the trivial use 
of F.). - (O)F. fatal or L. fatalis, f. fätum 
FATE; see -AL!}. So fatality foatz:liti. xv 
- F. or late L. fa:talism, -1st. xvii; cf. F. 
fatalisme, -iste (xvi), perh. the immed. 
source, and It. fatalismo. 


Fata Morgana fàáto moigáà:xno mirage seen 
on the Calabrian coast, once attributed to 
fairy agency. XIX. It. fata Morgana Morgan 
le Fay (i.e. M. the fairy or witch; see FAY?), 
one of King Arthur’s sisters possessing 
magic powers; Morgana (= Arab. margan 
coral - Gr. margarítés pearl ; cf. MARGUERITE) 
was used as a female name. 


fate feit predetermination of events; pre- 
destined lot xiv (Ch.); destiny, spec. fatal 
end xv; goddess of destiny xv. Not com- 
mon before xv1; Ch. has three examples, all 
in “Troilus & Criseyde’ bk. v. Orig. — It. 
fato, later — its source L. fdtum, sb. use of 
n. pp. of fari speak (cf. FABLE, FAME). The 
primary sense of the L. word was ‘sentence 
or doom’, scil. of the gods; later it was used 
as the equiv. of Gr. mofra, which was orig. 
‘lot’, ‘portion’, but came to express the 
impersonal power by which events are deter- 
mined. The L. pl. fata is repr. by Fay’. 
Hence fa‘teruL!. xviir (Pope). 


father fa-6a1 male parent. CGerm. and IE. 
term of family relationship like brother, etc. 
OE. feeder = OFris. feder, OS. fadar (Du. 
vader), OHG. fater (G. vater), ON. fadir, 
Goth. fadar (once only, the ordinary word 
being atta) ~~ CGerm. *fadeér :- IE. *pater, 
repr. also by L. pater, Gr. patér, Skr. pitar-, 
Arm. hayr, Olr. athir (Ir., Gael. athair), 
Toch. pacar. Q For the change of d to 6 cf. 
mother, gather, hither, together, whether. 
Hence fa:'therLaAND. xvir (esp. tr. Du. 
vaderland, G. vaterland). 


fathom fæ ðm tembrace; tcubit; length 
made by the outstretched arms, 6 feet. OE. 
fæþm, corr. to OFris. fethem, OS. faümos 
pl. two arms outstretched (Du. vadem, 
vaam 6 feet), OHG. fadum cubit (G. faden 
6 feet), ON. fadmr embrace, bosom :~ 
CGerm. (exc. Goth.) *fapmaz, f. base *fap- 
(cf. MHG. vade, Goth. fapa enclosure) :- 
IE. *5ot- *pet- *pt-, whence also L. patére 
be open (cf. PATENT), G. pétalos spreading, 
broad (cf. PETAL); formally identical words 
mean ‘thread’. So fa:thom vb. fencircle, 
embrace OE.; take soundings (of), get to 
the bottom of xvir. OE. fæþmian, f. fæþm. 


fatidic(al) fati:dik(ol) prophetic. xvi. - L.. 
fatidicus, f. fatum FATE-- -dicus, f. weak var. 
of base of dicere Say ; see DICTION, “ALI. 

fatigue foti-g weariness; fatiguing duty or 
labour xvir (mil. sense XVII; cf. F. aller à la 
fatigue go on fatigue duty). = F. fatigue 
(corr. to Sp. fatiga, It. fatica), f£. (O)F. 
fatiguer (whence fatigue vb. xvir), corr. to 
Pr., Sp. fatigar, It. faticare = L. fatīgāre 
exhaust as with riding or working, weary, 
harass, f. *fatis in ad fatim, affatim to 
satiety, abundantly, enough, prop. ‘to burst- 
ing’ (cf. fatiscáre, -àri burst open, gape 
open). See INDEFATIGABLE. 

fatuous fæ'tjuəs vacantly foolish xvii; (Sc. 
law) imbecile, idiotic xvi. f. L. fatuus+ 
-OUS. So fatu'iry. xvir. — F. or L. 


faubourg fou-buoi(g) suburb. xv. Late 
ME. fabo(u)r, faubourgh-F. faubourg, 
tfaulbourg, Tfauxbourg (xv), the earlier 
existence of which is vouched for by medL. 
falsus burgus (xiv) ‘false city’, i.e. not the 
city proper. Q Faubourg superseded OF. 
forsborc ( fors outside, bore city, BOURG) perh. 
by contact with MHG. phdlburgere, fal- 
citizens of the PALE (medL. phalburgenses). 
faucal f5:kol pert. to the throat. xix. f. 
I,. fauces throat (cf. SUFFOCATE) ; see -AL!. 


faucet fo:sit (now U.S.) tap for drawing off 
liquid. xiv. —- (O)F. fausset = Pr. falset, f. 
falsar bore (fausser damage, break into). 

faugh fo excl. of abhorrence. xvi (fah, 


foh). imit. of action repelling a disgusting 
smell. 
fault fait flack, default xın; defect in 


character, etc.; error; culpability XIV; 
(geol.; prob. after F., orig. Walloon, faille) 
break xvi. ME. faut(e)-—(O)F. faute 
(— Pr., etc. falta) and faut :- Rom. *fallita, 
*fallitum, sb. use of fem. and n. of *fallitus, 
pp. of L. fallere FAiIL?. (Cf. FALsE.) Hence 
fau-Ity!. xiv; partly after F. fautif. ‘The 
sp. with /, following F. tfaulte (xrv), finally 
influenced the pronunc. 
faun fön ancient rural deity. xiv (Ch.; 
once fawny, repr. L. pl.). - (O)F. faune or 
L. Faunus god or demigod worshipped by 
shepherds and farmers and identified with 
Pan; perh. rel. to favére be FAVOURABLE. 
fauna fd-no animals of a region or epoch. 
xviii, modL. application of the proper name 
Fauna of a rural goddess, sister of Faunus 
(see prec.); used by Linnzus in the title 
Fauna Suecica (1746), a companion volume 
to his Flora Suecica (1745). 
fauteuil fotój arm-chair XVIII; fou-til seat 
in a theatre, etc, xx. F. :- OF. faudestuel, 
faldestoel - WG. *faldistól FALDsTOOL. 
fautor f5°td1 supporter, partisan. XIV (R. 
Mannyng). ME. fautour -(O)F. fauteur 
— L. fautor, f. favére FAVOUR; see -TOR. 
fauvism fou'vizm style of painting charac- 
terized by distortion of the human figure, 
anarchic design, etc. xx. —F. fauvisme, f. 
fauve wild (beast) :- Rom. *falvus - Germ. 
*falw- FALLOW?; see -ISM. 
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faux-bourdon foubus'31d3 (mus.) kind of 
vocal harmony (the application varies). 
xvir. F., ‘false hum’; the reason for the 
name is disputed. See FALSE, BOURDON. 
Anglicized as tfaburdon, -en (xv) with assim. 
to BURDEN. 


faux pas fowpa false step, slip. xvir. F.; 
see FALSE, PACE. 


Favonian fovounnion gentle, like a west 
wind. xvi. -L. favóniánus, f. Favómus 
west wind; see -1AN, 


favour, U.S. favor fei-vas friendly regard; 
partiality ; Tattraction, charm xiv ; (arch.) ap- 
pearance, countenance xv (hence -favoured 
-featured, as in hard-, ill-, well-favoured) ; 
gift as a mark of regard, ceremonial decora- 
tion XVI; communication by letter XVII. 
— OF. favour, -or (mod. faveur) — Pr., Sp. 
favor, It. favore — L. favor (-0r-), f. favére 
regard with goodwill, rel. to fovére cherish 
(see FOMENT). So fa:vour vb. xiv. - OF. 
favorer - medL.  favórdre. | fa-vourABLE. 
xiv. -(O)F.- L. 

favourite, U.S. favorite ferv(o)rit one 
who stands in a person's favour, XVI; adj. 
xviii (Addison, Pope). — F. tfavorit (mod. 
favori, fem. -ite) — It. favorito, pp. of favo- 
rire, f. favore FAVOUR. [n XVII-XVIII used 
for ‘curl or lock hanging upon the temple’ 
(cf. F. favoris whiskers). Hence fa'vourit- 
ISM. XVIII. 


fawn! f5n young fallow deer. xiv (Ch.). 
ME. foun, later fawn (xv). —(O)F. faon, 
tfoun, tfeon = Pr. fedon foal :— Rom. 
*fétd(n-), f. fétus offspring, Fa Tus. For 
sp. and pronunc. cf. LAWN!. 

fawn? fin (of a dog) show delight xrrr; be 
servile xiv. ME. vawene (xu), fau(h)ne 
(xiv), repr. OE. fagnian, fahnian, var. of 
fegnian rejoice (= OS., OHQG. faganón, 
ON. fagna, Goth. faginón), f. feegen, also 
fagen FAIN (the vars. are due to orig. diífer- 
ence of vowel-grade in the suffix, *-in-, 
*-an-); OE. onfzegnian is used of the dog 
Cerberus showing delight mid his steorte 
with his tail. 


fay! fei faith ; surviving 1n arch. int. by my 
fay (OF. par ma fei). xii. - OF. fei (mod. 
fot), earlier feit, feid FAITH. 

fay? fei (arch.) fairy. xiv. — OF. faie, fae 
(mod. fée) — Pr., Cat., Pg. fada, Sp. hada, 
It. fata :- L. fáta the Fates (pl. of fatum 
FATE) taken as fem. sg. in Rom. 


faze, also phase feiz (sl., U.S.) discompose, 
disturb. XIX. var. of FEEZE. 


fealty fiə'lti obligation of fidelity. xiv. 
ME. feaute, feute, fealtie - OF. feau(l)te, 
fealte (mod. féauté) = Pr. fezeltat, feal- s~ 
L. fidélitatem, -tds, f. fidélis faithful, f. fidés 
FAITH ; see -TY. 

fear fior painful emotion caused by anti- 
cipation of evil. xt. ME. fér-e, repr. OE. 
f&r sudden calamity, danger, corr. (with 
variation of decl.) to OS. vár ambush, MDu. 
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väre fear (cf. Du. gevaar danger), OHG. 
fára ambush, stratagem, danger, deceit 
(MHG. gevare, geváre deceit, G. gefahr 
danger), ON. fdr misfortune, plague $- 
CGerm. (exc. Goth.) *féraz, -am, -6. The 
development of the sense ‘alarm, dread’ is 
no doubt mainly due to OE. féran, dféran 
(see AFEARD) terrify, but the beginnings may 
perh. be seen in the OE. phr. bütan fære 
without (prospect of) risk. Hence fea:rrur! 
causing fear; afraid. xiv. So fear vb. 
frighten OE.; intr. and Trefl. feel fear; 
regard with fear. xiv. OE. fa&ran (more 
freq. in comp. áfZ&ran) — OS. farón lie in 
wait (MDu. vaeren fear), OHG. farén plot 
against, lie in wait, endeavour after (MHG. 
waren, also rarely, fear), ON. færa taunt, 
slight. The ult. connexions of the base are 
unkn.; it is repr. in Goth. only by ferja (in 
acc. pl. ferjans) lier-in-wait. Hence fea'r= 
NOUGHT (tfear nothing) stout woollen cloth. 
XVIII ; cf. DREADNOUGHT. 


feasible fi-zibl practicable xv; capable of 
being dealt with successfully; (with un- 
etymcl. development) likely, probable xvi. 
Early forms are feseable, fesible; spellings 
with -able are found as late as xvirr. — (O)F. 
faisable, Tfaisible, f. fais-, pres. stem of faire 
(:- L. facere D0!) ; see -BLE. 


feast fist religious festival; sumptuous meal 
or entertainment. xir. ME. feste -OF. 
feste (mod. féte) = Pr., Pg., It. festa, Sp. 
fiesta = L. festa n. pl. (taken as fem. sg. in 
Rom.) of festus festal, joyous, rel. to feria 
(see FERIAL), fánum FANE. So feast vb. xiv. 
OF. fester (mod. féter), f. the sb. 


feat! fit deed, esp. a notable one ; art, trick 
x1v(Ch.); surprising trick xvi. ME. fete, later 
fayte ~ OF. fet, (also mod.) fait — Pr. fach, 
Sp. hecho, Pg. feito, It. fatto, Rum. fapt :- 
L. factum, sb. use of n. sg. of factus — pp. 
of facere pot. 


feat? fit Tfüitting xiv; (arch.) neat xv; apt, 
dexterous XVI. ~ OF. fet (mod. fait) = L. 
factu-s (see prec.); lit. ‘made (for some- 
thing)’. 

feather fe'da: epidermal appendage of a 
bird. OE. feber (pl. wings) — OFris. 
fethere, OS. fethara (Du. veer), OHG. fedara 
(G. feder), ON. fjọðr :- CGerm. (exc. Goth.) 
*febró :— IE. *petrá, f. *pet- *pt-, repr. also 
by Skr. pátram wing, pátati flv, Gr. pterón, 
ptérux wing, L. penna (:— *pet(s)na) PEN?, 
L. acci|piter hawk (lit. 'swift-winged'; cf. 
Gr. óku,pétés), Olr. én (:- *petnos), OW. 
eterim bird, pl. atar, and, further, L. petere 
strive, seek (see PETITION). Hence fea:ther 
vb. furnish with feathers OE. ; move like a 
feather; present a feather edge (of an oar) 
to the air. xvi. In OE. gefiórian (ME. 
iuideren) ; from XIII (in pp.) a new formation 
on the sb. 


feature frt([o1 Tform, shape; tpl. elements 
constituting bodily form ; lineaments of the 
face xiv; characteristic part xvi. ~ OF. 
feture, faiture form — Pr. fachura, Yt. fattura 
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creation, sorcery, etc., Rum. fdpturd :- L. 
factüra formation, creature, f. fact-, pp. stem 
of facere DO! ; see -URE. Hence fea-ture vb. 
resemble in features; portray the features 
of. XVIII. 


febrifuge fe-brifjad3 medicine for re- 
ducing fever. xvii. - F. fébrifuge - modL. 
febrifugus, f. the same elements as late L. 
febrifuga FEVERFEW. 


febrile fe-brail feverish. xvir. — F. fébrile 
or medL. febrīlis, f. febris FEVER; see -ILE. 


February fe'bruəri second month of the 
year. XIII (repl. OE. solrnóonap 'mud-month!). 
The earliest recorded forms are feouereles 
and feouerreres moned; the former (which 
appears to be a purely Eng. var. with dis- 
similation of 7 .. 7 as in laurel) is repr. as 
late as xvI by feverell; the latter is directly 
— OF. feverier (mod. février) = Pr. feurier, 
Sp. febrero, Pg. fevereiro, It. febbraio, Rum. 
fdurar :- late L. (Rom.) febrdriu-s, for L. 
februdrius, f. februa n. pl. (Sabine februum 
purification) Roman festival of purification 
held on 15 February. The ME. type feverer, 
Sc. and north. feveryer, is repr. as late as 
xvi by (partially latinized) februeer; the 
present fully latinized form (februari) is 
found alongside feverer in Ch.; februar is 
a characteristically Sc. var. 


fecal var. of F@cAL. fecial var. of FETIAL. 


feckless fe-klis ineffective, futile; weak, 
helpless. xvi (James I, Montgomerie; in 
present use due to Carlyle). f. Sc. feck, tfek 
(xv) effect, purport, efficiency, amount, 
aphetic form of effeck (as in the feck for 
th'effeck), Sc. var. of EFFECT ; see -LESS and 
cf. Sc. feckful (xvi) effective. 


feculent fi:kjülont turbid, as with dregs. 
xV. - F. féculent or L. feculentus, f. fzc-; 
see FAECES and -ULENT. 


fecund fi-kand productive, fertile. xiv. - F. 
fécond or L. fécundus, perh. rel. to félix happy, 
FCTUS. So fecundity. xv. — F. or L. 


federal fe:doral pert. to the Covenant of 
Works or of Grace xv1I; of states in a political 
unity xviii (first with reference to N. Ameri- 
ca). ~modL. *faderdlis, £. L. fæder-, fædus 
covenant (:— *bhoidhes-, rel. to fidés FAITH); 
cf. CONFEDERATE and see -AL!. Hence fe-- 
deralisM, -IST. XVIII, -IZE. xIx. So federa:- 
TION league for joint action. xvIII (Burke); 
cf. F. fédération. 


fee fi estate in land (orig. on feudal tenure); 
payment for services or privileges. XIV. 
— ÀN. fee — OF. feu, fiu, fieu, (also mod.) 
fief, pl. fiez = Pr. feu (whence It. fio) :- 
Rom. *feudum, medL. feodum, feudum (1x), 
also feaudus, feuodium, which has been 
derived from Frankish "*fehu-od ‘cattle- 
property’, i.e. OHG. fehu (G. vieh) = 

féo, etc., cogn. with L. pecu, pecus (cf. PECU- 
LIUM, PECUNIARY) and 6d, as in ALLODIUM, 
but the sense is not appropriate. Cf. FIEF. 


FELL 


feeble frbl weak. xu. - AN., OF. feble, 
var. of fieble (mod. faible), later forms of 
fleible = Pr. feble, fible, freble (whence Sp. 
feble weak, deficient in weight), Pg. febre 
short of the legal weight, It. fievole weak :— 
L. flébili-s that is to be wept over, (hence in 
Rom.) weak, f. flére weep; see -BLE. Hence 
fee-brv?. xir (febleliche). 


feed fid give food to. OE. fédan = OFris. 
féda, OS. fodean (Du. voeden), OHG. fuoten, 
ON. feda, Goth. fédjan :- CGerm. *fodjan, 
f. *foüon FooD. Hence feed sb. feeding Xvi; 
(sumptuous or full) meal xix. 


fee-faw-fum fi f5 fam First recorded in 
Sh. ‘King Lear’ 111 iv 188 (1st F olio) as fie, 
foh, and fumme, the excl. of the giant in the 
nursery tale of Jack the Giant-killer on dis- 
covering the presence of Jack; a fuller form 
is fe, fi, fo, fum; used by Dryden (fee, fa, 
fum) as an excl. of murderous intention and 
for a bloodthirsty person. 


feel fil examine or experience by touch; be 

conscious (of), perceive, experience. OE. 
felan and gefélan (see v-) — OFris. féla, OS. 
gifólian (Du. voelen), OHG. fuolen (G. 
fühlen) :— WGerm. *foljan, f. *fal- = IE. 
*pol- *pal- *pl-, repr. also by OE., OS. 
folm, OHG. folma hand, L. palma PALM, 
Gr. paláme, W. llaw, Olr. ldm (:- *plàma). 
Hence feelsb. xir. fee-lgR!, xvir. fee-l- 
ING. XII; cf. Du. voeling, G. fühlung. 


feeze, pheeze fiz tdrive away OE.; (dial., 
U.S.) frighten, alarm xv; tdo for, beat xvi. 
OE. fésian, of unkn. origin. Cf. FAZE. 


feign fein invent or pretend falsely. xır 
(Cursor M.). ME. feigne, feine, fene ~ (O)F. 
feign-, pres. stem of feindre — Pr. fenher, 
It. fingere (cf. Sp., Pg. fingir) :- L. fingere 
form, mould, conceive, contrive; see FIC- 
TION, FIGMENT, FIGURE, EFFIGY, DOUGH. 


feint! feint feigned attack. xvi. —(O)F. 
feinte (— OSp., It. finta), sb. use of fem. 
pp. of feindre FEIGN. 


feint? feint commercial sp. of FAINT, in feint 
lines. XIX. 


feis fef assembly of chiefs, etc. xvin; 
festival of competitions xix. Ir. feis, fess. 


felicity fili-siti happiness. xiv (Ch., Gower). 
~ (O)F. félictté (= Sp. felicidad, It. felicità, 
etc.) — L. felicitas, f. félic-, félix happy, orig. 
fertile, rel. to fécundus FECUND, fétus FORTUS ; 
see -ITY. Hence feli-citous. xvir. So 
feli-citaTE® make happy; congratulate. 
xvil. f. late L. félicitdt-, -dre; cf. F. féliciter. 

feline fi-lain pert. to a cat or cats. XVII. 
~ L. félinus, f. félés cat; see -INE!. 

fell: fel skin, hide. OE. fel(l) = OFris., 
OS. fel (Du. vel), OHG. fel G fell), ON. 
ber| fjall bear-skin, Goth. Prüts| fill ‘swelling- 
skin’, leprosy (= OE. priistfell), faura| fill 
foreskin (cf. also filleins leathern) += CGerm. 
*fellam :- YE. *pello- :—- *pelno-, the base 
being repr. also by L. pellis (:—- *pelnis), Gr. 
pélla, -pelas (in erusipelas ERYSIPELAS) skin, 
and FILM. 
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FELL 


fell? fel hill; wild stretch of land. xri 
(Cursor M.). -ON. fjall and fell hill, 
mountain, presumably rel. to OS. felis, 
OHG. felis, felisa (G. fels) rock, and there- 
fore to Skr. påşsyam stone, Gr. pélla, (O)Ir. 
all rock (IE. *pels-). 

feli? fel (arch.) fierce, cruel, dire. xır 
(Cursor M.). - OF. fel = Pr. fel, It. fello 
wicked :- Rom. *fello, the obl. form of 
which is repr. by FELON. 


FENIAN 


FEMININE). The present form is due to 
assoc. with male, with which it rhymes in 
Barbour’s ‘Brus’; femal continues till xv1I 
and is the prevailing form in Milton. Q The 
transference of sense in L. (dim.) femella 
young woman (Catullus) to the sense of 
‘female’ took place in popL., in which it 
came to denote the female of the lower 
animals (cf. the history of the dim. masculus 
MALE). 


fell‘ fel strike down. OE. (Anglian) fellan, | feme fem (leg.) wife; feme covert married 


(WS.) fyllan, *fiellan = OF ris. falla, fella, 
OS. fellian (Du. vellen), OHG. fellen (G. 
fallen), ON. fella :- CGerm. (exc. Goth.) 
*falljan, causative of *fallan FALL?. Q The 
identity of this vb. with that in fell a seam 
(xvii) is uncertain, but the gen. sense ‘cause 
to fal seems to be applicable. 

fellah fe:dá pl. fellahee-n Arab peasant. 
XVIII, — Egyptian Arab. fellah husbandman, 
var. of falláh, f. falaha till the soil. 

felloe fe:lou, felly fe'li outer rim of a 
wheel; pl. the sections forming this. OE. 
felg, pl. felga, corr. to MLG., MDu. velge 
(Du. velg), OHG. felga (G. felge), of unkn. 
origin. Q For the twofold development cf. 
BELLOWS, BELLY; there are also north- 
country vars. felk, felf, felve. 


fellow feou fpartner, associate x1; mate; 
peer x11! ; good fellow, agreeable companion ; 
one of a company or corporation XIV ; man ; 
in condescending or contemptuous use Xv. 
Late OE. feolaga — ON. félagi, f. fé (— OE. 
feoh FEE!) 4- *lag-, base of Lay!; primarily, 


(lit. covered, ie. protected) woman, feme 
sole unmarried woman. xvi. = AN., OF. 
Jeme (mod. femme) x= L. fémina ; see next. 


feminine fíe:minin female xiv (Ch.); re- 


lating to woman; womanly xv; (gram.) in 
L. genus femininum, tr. Gr. 0ügÀvkóv yévos 
XIV ; (pros.) of rhyme, after F. xvii (earlier 
Tfemale xvi). —(O)F. feminin, -ine or L. 
J&mininus, -ina, f. fémina woman, prop. ‘the 
suckling one’, or ‘the sucked one’, f. IE. 
*dhé(i)- *dhai- *dhi-, as in L. féldre suckle, 
filius son (cf. FILIAL), félix orig. fertile (cf. 
FELICITY), Gr. thésai suckle, thésato (aor.) 
sucked, Skr. dhdyati sucks, dhdtri nurse, 
Olr. déth (pt.) sucked, (O)Ir. dinim I suck, 
Lett. dét; see -INEl. Hence fe-mininism, 
and directly from L. femina fe-minisM; 
both c. 1850; cf. F. féminisme, -iste (Dumas 
fils 1872); femini-nirv. xiv (Ch.), femi-- 
miry. xv (Lydg.). Q Gower has adj. feme- 
line once = OF. Other derivs. are feminerry 
-i'iti. x1x (Coleridge). f. L. femineus. +femi- 
nie womankind. xiv (Ch.). = OF. feminie. 


one who lays down money in a joint under- | femoral fe-moral (anat.) pert. to the femur, 


taking (cf. ON. félag business partnership). 
Hence fellowsuiP xir; after ON. félag- 
skapr. 

felly var. of FELLOE. 

felo de se fi-lou disi: one who deliberately 
puts an end to his life. xvir. Anglo-L. felo 
FELON, dé sé of himself. 


felon fe-lon adj. (poet.) cruel, wicked; sb. 
Twicked person; one who has committed 
felony. xiii. — (OJF. felon (OF. nom. fel) — 
Pr. felon (fel) = medL. fellénem (It. fellone is 
- Gallo-Rom.), of unkn. origin. So fe-lony 
Tvillainy, perfidy, crime xi ; (leg.) crime of 


xvi. f. L. femor-, femur thigh, whence 
femur fi:xmmor. xvIII; see -AL!, 


fence fens Tdefence xiv ; art of fencing XVI ; 


enclosing hedge, wall, etc. xv1; receiver of 
stolen goods xvii (this sense 1s from the vb.). 
ME. fens, aphetic of defens, DEFENCE. Hence 
fence vb. enclose, screen, protect (lit. and 
fig.) xv; practise the ‘science’ of ‘defence’ 
with the sword xvi; (sl.) deal in stolen goods 
Xvit. fe:xnciBLE capable of making defence 
xiii (fensable); defendable xvi; sb. soldier 
liable for defensive service athome. Aphetic 
of tdefensable, DEFENSIBLE. 


greater gravity than a misdemeanour xiv. | fend fend (obs. or arch.) defend xu; ward 


-(O)F. felonie; see -y*. Hence felonious 
filou-nias. XVI. 

felt felt stuff of wool (and fur or hair) 
wrought into a compact substance. OE. 
felt, corr. to OS. filt (Du. vilt), (OJHG. filz 


:- WGerm. "*feltaz, *feltiz :- IE. *peldos, 


off ; make an effort xvi, now in fend for one- 
self provide for, look after oneself xvii. 
Aphetic of DEFEND. Hence fe-nder tde- 
fender xv; protective device, e.g. cable 
hung over a ship’s side to prevent chafing, 
fire-guard XVII; see -ER*. 


-is (cf. synon. OSI. plusti). See ANviL, | fenestella feniste-lo small window-like niche. 


FILTER. 


XVII. L., dim. of fenestra window ; see -EL?. 


felucca fila'ko small Mediterranean vessel. | Fenian fi-nion member ofa mercenary tribe 


xvii. = It. feluc(c)a - Sp. tfaluca (whence 
also F. felouque), corr. to Pr. folca — Arab. 
jfulk (now repl. by romanized faltikah), perh. 
— Gr. ephólkion sloop. 

female fi-meil of the sex which produces 
offspring (adj. and sb.}. xrv (femele, femal-e, 
-alle, -aal). -(O)F. femelle = Pr. femela := 
L. fémella, dim. of fémina woman (see 
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forming a military force for the support of 
the king of Eire xix (Scott) ; one of a revolu- 
tionary organization of Irish in U.S.A. 
(c.x860). f£. OIr. féne one of the names of the 
ancient population of Ireland, confused in 
mod. times with fíann body of warriors said 
to have been the defenders of Ireland in the 
time of the legendary Irish kings; see -IAN. 


FENNEL 


fennel fe-nl umbelliferous plant Feeni- 
culum vulgare. OE. finugl, finule fem., 
fenol, finul m.-pop. forms, *fénuclum, 
-oclum, of L. feeniculum, dim. of feenum hay ; 
coincided in ME. with the adoption of OF. 
fenoil (mod. fenouil) = Pr. fenolh, etc., from 
the same L. source. 


fenugreek fe'njugrik leguminous plant Tri- 
gonella Fænum Græcum. OE. fenogrecum, 
superseded in ME. by adoption of (O)F. 
fenugrec (= Pr. fenugrec) = L. fēnugræcum, 
for fénum grecum ‘Greek hay’; the Romans 
used the dried plant for fodder. 


feoff fef (leg.) put in possession of, ENFEOFF. 
xi. — AN. feoffer, OF. fieuffer, fieffer, f. fief 
FIEF. Now repr. by derivs. feoffEE fefi-. xv. 
— AN. feoffé (pp.) feo ffwENT. xiv (R. 
Mannyng). ~ AN. feoffement. 

feracious ffirei‘fas prolific. xvi. f. L. 


feráci-, feràx, f. ferre BEAR”; see -ACIOUS. So 
feracity firz:siti. xv. = L 


feral’ fia‘rol deadly; funereal. xvi. =- L. 
ferális pert. to the dead or the lower regions, 
a term of religious usage, perh. rel. to feria 
(see FERIAL). 


feral? fia‘ral wild, savage. xvu. f. L. ferus 
(fem. sb. fera, sc. bestia, wild animal), rel. 
to Gr. thér (ÆŒolic phér), Lith. Zcéris, OSI. 
zvéri, which repr. the long form *ghwér-, 
OPruss. acc. pl. strins; see -AL!. 


fer-de-lance feai da lis yellow viper of 
Martinique. xrx. F., lit. lance-head (‘-iron’). 


feretory  fe-ritori portable shrine xiv; 
chapel for shrines xv. ME. fertre - OF. 
fiertre :- L.. feretrum — Gr. phéretron bier, 
f. phérein BEAR? with instr. suffix ; altered to 
fertour and thence to feretory by assim. to 
words in -TORY. 


ferial fio'riol, fe:riol pert. to a weekday xiv ; 
tpert. to a holy day xv. — (O)F. férial, or its 
source medL. feriális, f. fériz (cf. FAIR”). In 
ecclL. féria (whence feria fio'rio, in verna- 
cular use from xix) is used with an ordinal 
numeral, to designate a particular weekday 
(e.g. secunda, tertia, etc., féria Monday, 
Tuesday, etc.; so Pg. segunda, terça, etc., 
feira), and hence in liturgical use for a week- 
day as dist. from a Sunday or other feast day. 
The use appears to have arisen from the nam- 
ing of the days of the octave of Easter feria 
prima, secunda (etc.), ‘first, second’ (etc.), 
‘holy or festival day’ (cf. medL. hebdomada 
ferialium ‘week of holy days’, Easter week); 
the designation was transferred thence to 
the days of ordinary weeks, feria prima (Sun- 
day) giving way to the proper title of the day 
and so passing out of use, with the result 
that f. secunda, tertia, etc. (Monday, Tues- 
day, etc.) survive without any obvious or 
immediate raison d'étre. Q From meaning 
orig. ‘festival day’, the word has come to 
mean ‘non-festal day’. 

ferine fiorain (of animals) wild; bestial. 
xvii. —-L. ferinus, f. fera wild beast; see 
FERAL?, -INE?. 





FERRULE 


Feringhee foringgi European; Indian-born 
Portuguese. xvir. -— Oriental adoption of 
FRANK formed with Arab. ethnic suffix 
(Arab. faranji, Pers. farangi). 

ferly fuli Tsudden OE.; (dial, arch.) 
dreadful, strange, wonderful x111; sb. mar- 
vel, wonder xir. OE. férlic, f. fér FEAR+ 
-lié -Lv! ; cf. MHG. vérlich (G. gefahrlich), 
ON. fdrligr dangerous. 





ferment f5:1mont leaven ; fermentation (lit. 

and fig). xv. —(O)F. ferment or L. fer- 
mentum, £. fervére boil (see FERVENT). So 
ferment vb. foime-nt. xiv (Trevisa). 
- (O)F. fermenter — L. fermentdre; fer- 
menta-TION. xiv (Ch.). - late L. 


fern fın one of a group of plants (Filices) 
with feathery fronds. OE. fearn = MDu. 
væren (Du. varen), OHG. farn (G. farn) = 
WGerm. *farno :— IE. *porno-, whence Skr. 
parndm wing, feather, leaf; rel. further to 
Lith. papártis, Russ. páporotnik (O)Ir. raith 
(:- *pratis). The prim. meaning is doubt- 
less ‘feathery leaf’; cf. also Gr. pterón 
feather, pteris fern. 


ferocious firou'fəs fierce. xvir. f. L. ferdct-, 
feróx, rel. to ferus FERAL? ; for the second el. 
see EYE. Soferociry -o:siti. XVII. ~ F. or L. 


-ferous see -IFEROUS. 


ferreous fe'riəs pert. to iron. xvitr. f. L. 
ferreus, f. ferrum iron ; see -EOUS. So fe-rric 
xvi, fe-rrous xix (chem.); cf. F. ferrique, 
ferreux. ferri- feri, formerly ferrid-, 
comb. form of L. ferrum indicating the 
presence of iron in its ferric state. fe-rro- 
used as comb. form (see -o-) of ferrum, 
(i) min. in names of species containing iron, 
(ii) chem. designating ferrous compounds. 

ferret?! ferit half-tamed variety of the 
polecat, Putorius furo. xiv. Late ME. 
fyrette, forette  firette - OF. fuiret, (also 
mod.) furet, by suffix-substitution from OF. 
fuiron (:- Rom. *ftiridnem), beside furon 
(= Pr. furon, Sp. hurón, Pg. furão) := late L. 
füró(n-) thief, found in the transf. sense in 
Polemius Silvius and Isidore, f. L. fur thief 
(cf. FURTIVE). Q F. furet was adopted in 
MDu. as foret, furet (Du. fret, whence G. 

frett, dim. frettchen). Hence fe-rret vb. xv; 
cf. F. fureter. 


ferret? ferit }floss-silk xvi; stout tape XVII. 
prob. — It. fioretti floss-silk, pl. of fioretto, 
dim. of fiore FLOWER. 


ferruginous firü'd3inos of the nature or 
colour of iron rust. xvi. f. L. ferrügin-, 
-agó iron rust, dark red, f. ferrum iron ; see 
FERREOUS and -ous. 


ferrule fe'rəl band or cap of metal, etc., 

strengthening the end of a stick or tube. 
XVII (ferrel, -il). Alteration (prob. by assim. 
to L. ferrum iron, and -ULE) of verrel, -il 
(xvir), later form of vyrelle, -ille, -oll (xv) 
= OF. virelle, virol(e), mod. virole —L. 
viriola, -ola, f. viriz bracelet. €[ (T'he earlier 
aS survives in Sc. as vi7l; AL. has virella 
XIII. 
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FERRY 


ferry fe:ri place where boats pass over to 
transport passengers, etc. XII (in personal 
names), xiv (Wyclif). The earliest exx. are 
from north. and eastern areas. — ON. ferja 
ferry-boat, or ferju-, as in ferjukarl, -madr 
ferryman, ferjuskip ferry-boat = MDu. *vére 
(Du. veer), MHG., ver(e) (G. führe) :- Germ. 
*Jarjón, f. *far- go (see FARE). So fe:rry 
vb. —- ON. ferja ferry = OS., OE. ferian 
carry, transport (which survived in ME. 
ferie), OHG. ferren (MHG. vern), Goth. 
farjan :- CGerm. *farjan. (Some ME. 
forms with v- suggest Du. influence.) 


fertile f5::tail fruitful. xv. — F. fertile - L. 
fertilis, based on pp. formation *fertus — Gr. 
phertós borne, f. phérein BEAR”; see -ILE. So 
ferti:liry -tiliti. xv. - F. - L. Hence fe-r- 
tilize. xvii... Cf. F.; earlier Tferti-litATE?. 





ferule fe:rül Tgiant fennel (providing rods) 
XV; rod used for punishment XVI. = 
ferula (also used in Eng.), connected by 
Isidore with ferire strike. 


fervent f5:vont hot, burning; ardent. XIV. 
— (O)F. fervent — L. fercent-, -éns, prp. of 
fervére boil, glow ; see -ENT and cf. FERMENT. 
So fe:rvip. xvi. —- L. fervidus. fe:rvoun. 
xiv. — OF. fervco(tu)r (mod. -eur) - L. fervor. 


Fescennine fese-nain scurrilous, licentious. 
xvir (Holland). + L. Fescenninus, f. Fescen- 
nia town in Etruria on the Tiber, famous 
for a sort of jeering dialogues in verse (versus 
fescennini); see -INE!, 


fescue fe:skju Tstraw xiV; small stick for 
pointing XVI; genus of grasses, Festuca 
xvii. Late ME. festu(e), surviving in mod. 
dial. as vester = OF. festu (mod. fétu) = Pr. 
festuc, It. festuco (to which there are corr. 
fem. forms):- Rom. *festiicum, for L. 
festtica. The dissimilative change from 
festue to fescue appears xvi. 


fesse fes (her.) ordinary consisting of two 
horizontal lines. xv. = OF. fesse, var. of 
faisse :— L.. fascia band (see FASCIA). 


festal fe:stol pert. to a feast or festival. xv. 
- OF. festal-late L. féstdlis, f. festum 
FEAST; see -AL?. So festival festival adj. 
of a feast-day or festival (now apprehended 
as the sb. used attrib.) xrv; sb. festal day 
xvi. —OF. festival - medL. féstivadlis, f. 
L. féstivus, whence festive fe:stiv Tfestal; 
jovial. xvii; f. festum FEAST. festi:viTv. xiv. 
- (O)F. or L. 


fester fe'sto1 Tfistula; ulcer, suppuration. 
Xii (Cursor M.). — OF. festre :—- L. fistula, 
with -re replacing -le as in F. chapitre CHAP- 
TER, épître EPISTLE. So fe'ster vb. generate 
pus or matter. xiv (PPI.). f. the sb. or OF. 
festrir. 


festoon festū'n curved chain of flowers, 
etc, xvi. — F. feston — 1t. festone prop. 
‘festal ornament’, f. festa FEAST; see -OON. 


fetch fetf go in quest of and bring back 
OE.; cause to come; draw (breath); deal 


FEUD 





(a blow), make (a stroke) xiv; Tarrive at; 
take (a course) XVI; attract irresistibly xviI 
(Sh.). Late OE. feéé(e)an, alteration of fetian 
(surviving in dial. fet) by combination of 
t and j (consonantal i) to produce tf (as in 
ortgeard ORCHARD); prob. rel. to OE. fatian, 
OF ris. fatia, OHG. fazzon (G. fassen) grasp, 
perh. orig. ‘put in a vessel’ (fat, VAT). 


fête feit, ilfet large entertainment. XVIII. 
F., mod. form of feste rEAsT. Hence as vb. 
XIX after F. fêter. 


fetial, fecial fi-fal adj. ambassadorial; sb. 
herald of war and peace. xvi. — L. fétidlis 
one of a college of priests concerned with 
the declaration of war and the conclusion 
of peace, prob. f. *fetis :- IE. *dhetis law, 
f. *dhé- place, lay down (see DO"); see -IAL. 


fetish, fetich fe:tif, fi-tif inanimate object 
worshipped by savages. xvil (fateish; 
earlier in form direct from Pg., fetisso). - F. 
fétiche — Pg. feitiço charm, sorcery = Sp. 
hechizo, sb. use of the adj. meaning ‘made 
by art’ (cf. It. fattizio, OF. faitis, whence 
ME. fetis, dial. featish handsome) = L. 
factitius FACTITIOUS. 


fetlock fe-tlok part of a horse’s leg behind 
the pastern-joint, tuft growing there. XIV. 
ME. fete-, feetlak, fitlok, corr. to MHG. 
viszeloch, vigloch, -lach (G. fissloch), rel. to 
G. fessel fetlock, deriv. of Germ. *fet- 
(:- IE. *ped-), var. of the base of roor. 


fetter fe-tor bond, shackle. OE. feter, corr. 
to OS. pl. feteros (Du. veter lace), OHG. 
fezzera (early modG. fesser), ON. fjoturr :— 
CGerm. (exc. Goth.) *feteró, *feteraz,f. *fet- 
:- [E. *ped- FoorT, as in synon. L. pedica, 
Gr. pédé. Hence (or orig. - ON.) fetter vb. 
xl (Havelok); cf. OF ris. fiteria, OHG. fe- 
garon, ON. fiotra. 


fettle fe:tl make ready, put in order. xiv. 

f. (dial.) fettle, OE. fetel girdle = OHG. 
fezzil (G. fessel) chain, band, ON. fetill 
bandage, strap :- Germ. "*fatilaz, f. *fat- 
hold (cf. FETCH). Hence fe-ttle sb. condi- 
tion, trim. XVIII. 


fetus var. of FOTUS. 


feu fjüà (Sc. law) tenure or lease for a fixed 
return. XV. = OF. feu; see FEE. Hence 
feu:AR, Tfear, fiar. xvi. 


feud! fiüd Tactive hostility xii (Cursor M.) ; 
state of mutual hostility xv. Of obscure his- 
tory. Northern ME. fede, later mainly Sc. 
(XIII-XVIII). — OF. fede, feide - OHG. fehida 
(G. fehde) — OE. f&hp(u) enmity, OFris. 
füithe, féithe :—- Germ. *faiyipd, f. *faty-; 
see FOE and -TH!. 

Q In the latter half of xvi the forms food(e), 
feood, feode, fewd appear in Eng. writings 
(deadly or mortal feud corr. to OF. fede 
mortel), in XVI-XVII occas. altered to foehood ; 
these forms may repr. attempts to rationalize 
aberrant vars. of OE. féhpb(u), such as feph 
(Lambarde 1568). 
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feud? fjid (hist.) fief. xvi. - medL. 
feudum, feodum (1x), usu. taken to be of 
Germ. origin, but no evidence can be ad- 
duced. So feu-daAL!. xvi1, feu-datonv. xvi. 
— medL. feudális, feudátórius (more freq. 
feudátárius, whence Tfeudatary xvi). 


feuille-morte íójmort yellowish brown. 
xvi. F. ‘dead leaf’. Q Anglicized f(i)eulamort, 
feuill-mort, fuil-de-mort, phyliamort, phile- 
mort, FILEMOT. 


feuilleton £fójotó portion of a page of a 
newspaper marked off for special matter. 
XIX. F., f. feuillet, dim. of feuille leaf, FOIL! ; 
cf. -00N. 


fever fivor disease accompanied by high 
temperature. OE. féfor m., corr. to MLG. 
feber (whence in mod. Scand.), OHG. fiebar 
m. (G. fieber) - L. febris fem., of obscure 
origin, but plausibly referred by some to 
the base *dhegwh- *dhogwh- (see FOMENT); 
reinforced in ME. from AN. fevre, (O)F. 
fièvre = Pr., Pg. febre, Sp. fiebre, It. febbre 
= L. f Hence fe:verisH!. xiv. 


ebri-s. 
feverfew fi-va1-, fe-vaifji the plant Pyre- 
thrum Parthenium. OE. feferfuge - L 
febrifuga, -fugia, f. L. febris FEVER-|-fugdre 
drive away (fugere flee; cf. FUGITIVE); but 
the mod. form descends from an adoption 
of AN. *fevrefue, fewerfue (xir1). The -fuge 
of the OE. form is, however, repr. in feper- 
foy, fedyrfoy (xiv-xv), forms due to assoc. 
with feather as in the mod. pop. featherfew. 


few fjü not many. OE. feawe, feawa, contr. 
féa, corr. to OFris. fe, OS. fa(o), OHG. fao, 
fö, ON. fdr (whence ME. fa, fo), Goth. pl. 
Jawai; repr. CGerm. *faz- :- IE. *pau-, as 
in L, paucus (cf. PAUCITY), Gr. paûros small, 
L. paullus (:— *paurlos) little, pauper POOR. 


fey fei (arch., dial.) fated to die, dying. OE. 

fégse = OS. fégi (Du. veeg), OHG. feigi 

(G. feige cowardly), ON. feigr + CGerm. 

Sa Goth.) *faizjagz. After c. 1400 chiefiy 
C. 


fez fez Turkish crimson skull-cap. XIX. 
— Turk. fez, perh. through F.; said to be 
named after the town Fez, capital of Morocco 
and chief place of its manufacture. 


fiacre fiz-kr, |{fjakr French hackney coach. 
XVIIL. Named after the Hôtel de St. Fiacre, 
rue St -Antoine, Paris, where these carriages 
were stationed. 


fiancé m., fiancée fem. fiã'sei, ‘'fjase be- 

trothed person. xIx. F., pp. of fiancer 
betroth = Pr. fizansar, fidanzare :- 
Rom. *fidantiáre, f. *fidantia, f. L. fidàre 
(see AFFIANCE). 


Fian(n) fin member of the ancient Irish 
militia; cf. FENIAN. XVIII. Ir. 


fiasco fizw:skou failure, breakdown, orig. in 
a dramatic or musical performance. XIX. 
It., in phr. far fiasco lit. 'to make a bottle' 
(see FLASK), which involves an unexplained 
allusion. 


FICTION 
fiat farzt authoritative sanction or com- 
mand. xvii. L. let it be done', 3rd sg. pr. 


subj. of fieri (see BE), used as passive of 
facere to do. So fiant in the formula fiant 
litterae patentes "let letters patent be made 
out’, 
fib fib trivial falsehood. xvir. prob. short 
for fible-fable (fybble-fable xvi), redupl. 
formation on FABLE. So vb. XVII. 


fibre, U.S. fiber farbor Tlobe of the liver 
XIV ; thread-like body in animal or vegetable 
tissue; rootlet xvi. —- (O)F. fibre - L. fibra. 
Hence fibrous. xvi; after F. fibreux, 
modL.. fibrósus. 


fibula fibjülo clasp, brooch; long bone on 
the outer side of the leg. xvi. L. fibula, 
perh. f. base of figere, fivere FIX. 


-fic fik repr. L. -ficus making, doing, pro- 
ducing, causing to be (what is denoted by 
the first element of the comp.), f. weak var. 
of the stem of facere D0!, forming adjs. (i) 
from sbs., as honórificus HONORIFIC, pácificus 
PACIFIC, sacrificus (cf. SACRIFICIAL) ; (ii) from 
adjs., as bedtificus BEATIFIC, magnificus MAG- 
NIFIC; (iit) from vbs., as horrificus HORRIFIC, 
terrificus TERRIFIC; (iv) from advs., only in 
beneficus (BENEFICENT), maleficus MALEFIC. 
In medL. and modL. new formations 
with -(2)ficus are numerous, e.g. prolificus 
PROLIFIC, scientificus SCIENTIFIC. 


-fication fiker[on repr., through F. -fica- 
tion, L. -ficátio(n-), formative of nouns of 
action (see -ATION) from vbs. in -ficáre -Fv. 
Many L. words with this suffix were adopted 
in OF. with their corr. vbs. in -fier, and 
from XIV such sbs. have been freely adopted 
in Eng., e.g. edification, mortification, puri- 
fication, sanctification ; and -fication is estab- 
lished as the gen. ending for nouns of action 
related to vbs. in -/y, except such as repr. L. 
vbs. in -facere (cf. -FACTION). Formations 
not based on L. types are exemplified by 
beautification (xvi1), Frenchification, jollifica- 
tion (XVIII), transmogrification, uglification. 
In scientific lang. there are sbs. in -fication 
having no corr. vb. in regular use, as 
dentification, mercurification, nidification. 


fichu firjü triangular piece of stuff worn on 
the neck, ete. xIx. F. (fzf), sb. use of pp. 
(used perh. in the sense ‘put on hurriedly’) 
of ficher :- Rom. *figicdre, f. L. figere FIx. 

fickle fi'kl tfalse, treacherous OE. ; change- 
ful, inconstant xim. OE. ficol, rel. to gefic 
deceit, befictan deceive (Germ. *fik-), and 
further to fécne deceitful, fdcen deceit, 
deceitful (Germ. *faik-), corr. to OS. fékan, 
OHG. feihhan, ON. feikn portent. 

fictile fi-ktail moulded by art. xvi. -—L. 
fictilis, £. fict-, pp. stem of fingere fashion; 
See FEIGN, -ILE. 

fiction fi:k[on. something feigned, invention 
XIV; legal supposition ; composition dealing 
with imaginary events XVI. — (O)F. fiction, 
corr. to Pr. fiction, etc. — L. fictió(n-), f. fict- ; 
see prec. and - TION. So ficti-t1ous -i: jos. xv11. 
f. L. fictitius. 
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fid fid (chiefly naut.) conical pin, square 
bar; plug of oakum or tobacco. xvir. Of 
unkn. origin. 


-fid fid terminal element repr. L. -fidus 
cleft, divided, f. base of findere cleave (see 
FISSILE), as in bifid, palmatifid — (mod)L.. 
bifidus, balmátifidus, etc. 


fiddle fi-dl stringed instrument of music 

played with a bow. OE. fipele — (M)Du. 
vedel (veel), OHG. fidula (G. fiedel), ON. 
fiðla :- CGerm. (exc. Goth.) *fibula 
=- Rom. *vītula (whence F. viole, Pr. viula, 
viola, It. vIoLA), f. L. vītulārī celebrate 
a festival, be joyful (cf. Vītula goddess of 
victory and jubilation). Hence fiddle vb. 
xıv (PPL). fiddler’. OE. fiplere — ON. 
fiülari. 


fiddle-faddle  frdlfe:dl trifling talk or 

action. XVI. redupl. formation on FIDDLE; 
cf. G. fickfack, and contemptuous forma- 
tions such as flim-flam, skimble-skamble. 


fiddley fi:doli (naut.) iron framework round 
opening to the stoke-hole. xix. Of unkn. 
origin. 

fideism fai-diizm mode of thought accord- 
ing to which knowledge depends upon a 
fundamental act of faith. xix. f. L. fides 
FAITH -|- -ISM. 


fidelity fi-, faide-liti faithfulness. xv. = F. 
fidélité or L. fidélitds ; see FEALTY. 


fidget frdzit physical uneasiness with 
spasmodic movements. xvii. prob. f. (dial.) 
fidge (xvi) to move restlessly; the relation 
with similar synon. forms is undetermined, 
viz. tfig (xv1), (north. dial.) fitch (xvi1) and 
fike (xui) — ON. (MSw.) fikja. Q A similar 
series of symbolical formations is (dial.) 
fridge (xvi), tfrig (xv), Tfrike (OE. frician 
dance), all denoting brisk or restless move- 
ment. Hence fi.dget vb. xvirr. 


fiducial faidji-fial, fi- (theol.) pert. to trust 
or reliance. xv1I. — late L. fzdüciális, f. fiducia 
trust, f. fidere to trust, rel. to fidés FAITH; 
see -IAL. So fidu-cianv in trust xvI1; (of 
paper currency) depending on the confi- 
dence of the public or on securities (after F. 
fiduciaire) xix. — L. fidüciárius. 

fie fai excl. of disgust or reproach; (now 
used trivially or joc.). xir. — (OJF. fi :—- L.. 
fi excl. at perceiving a bad smell; cf. ON. 
f$, which may have contributed to the ME. 
currency. Q Similar ints. are Gr. phi, L. 
phy, fu, fife, MUG. fi, phi (G. pfui), Du. 
foei. 

fief fif feudal estate. xvii. - (O)F. fief FEx. 
Cf. FEOFF. 


field fild open land; piece of land used for 
pasture or tillage OE. ; (prob. after F. champ, 
but cf. OE. herefeld ‘army field’, welfeld 
‘slaughter field’) ground on which a battle 
is fought x11 (Cursor M.). OE. feld, corr. 
to OFris., OS. feld (Du. veld; cf. VELD), 
OHG., G. feld (whence Sw. fált, Da. felt) :— 
WQGerm. *felbu :- prehistoric *peltus 


(adopted in Finnish pelto field); ult. rel. to 
OE. folde earth, ground, OS. folda, ON. 
fold, the IE. base being *pJth-, whence 
also Gr. platius broad, Skr. prthús broad, 
prthivi earth; cf. FLAT’. Hence field vb. 
{take the field in fight xv1; act as fie-ldsman 
at cricket, c.1820. field MARSHAL (in Con- 
tinental armies) xvit (marshal of the field 
XVI), tr. G. feldmarschall, F. maréchal de 
camp); in the British army from XVIII. 

fieldfare fi-ldfear species of thrush, ‘Turdus 
pilaris. xiv. Late OE. feldefare ‘scorellus’, 
ME. feldefare (4 syll.), perh. f. feld FIELD+ 
stem of FARE?, but the medial e in early 
forms is not accounted for. 

fiend find enemy; the Devil. OE. féond = 
OF ris. fiand, OS. fiond (Du. vijand), OHG. 
fiant (G. feind), ON. fidndi, Goth. fyands i= 
CGerm. prp. of *fyéjan (OE. féogan, ON. 
fia, Goth. fijan hate), rel. to Skr. pīyati 
blames, derides. For origin and sp. cf. 
FRIEND. 

fierce fio1s tbrave, valiant ; Tproud ; violent 
and intractable. xiir. = AN. fers, OF. fiers, 
nom. of fer, fier (mod. fier proud) = Pr. fer, 
Sp., It. fiero :- L. feru-s wild, untamed; see 
FERAL’, 

fieri facias fai-orai féi-fizes (leg.) writ insti- 
tuting the process for executing a judge- 
ment. XV. Law L., ‘cause to be made’, i.e. 
fierī be made (see FIAT), facias, 2nd sing. 
pres. subj. of facere make, DOŁ. 

fiery faiəs'ri of or like fire. xir. ME. fürt, 
firy, fyry, fery, f. FIRE+-Y!; cf. OFris. 
fiurech (Du. vurig), MHG. viurec (G. feurig). 
The present sp. dates from XVI. 

fife faif shrill-toned flute-like instrument. 
XvI (fiphe, phyfe, fyfe). — G. pfeife PIPE or 
F. fifre — Swiss G. pfifre (G. pfeifer PIPER). 

fifteen, etc., see FIVE. 

fig! fig (fruit of) fig-tree (Ficus). xim 
(AncrR.). - (O)F. figue - Pr. fig(u)a = Sp. 
higa, Pg. figa amulet, It. fica pudendum 
muliebre (cf. Gr. eóxov):- Rom.  *fica 
(whence OF. fie), for L. ficus (whence OF. 
fi, Sp. higo, Pg. figo, It. fico); Rom. and L. 
forms were adopted in Germ. as (i) OS., 
OHG. figa (Du. vijg, G. feige) and (i1) OE. fie 
(ME. fike was prob. - ON. fikja). comp. 
fig-LeaF chiefly with ref. to Gen. tii 7 (“They 
sowed .. fygge leaves together’, Coverdale). 

fig? fig contemptuous gesture with thumb 
and fingers. xvi (figge of Spaine). — F. figue 
(in phr. faire la figue make this gesture; cf. 
Sp. hacer la figa, Pg. fazer figa) — It. fica 
(see prec.). 

fig’ dress, equipment. xix. f. fig vb. in phr. 
fig out or up to dress or furbish up, orig. 
said of gingering up horses; var. of tfeague 
(xvi, which is perh.- G. fegen polish, 
furbish up, sweep, Du. vegen (OS. fegon), 
f. Germ. *fez-, rel. to *fag- of FAIR!. 

fight! fait battle, combat. OE. feohte wk. 
fem., feoht and gefeoht str. n., corr. to OFris. 
fiuht, OS., OHG. fehta (Du. gevecht), OHG. 
gifeht (G. gefecht) ; f. base of the verb. 
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fight? fait, pt., pp. fought fot do battle, con- 
tend. OE. feohtan pt. feaht, fuhton, pp. 
fohten = OFris. fiuchta, OS. fehtan (Du. 
vechten), OHG. fehtan (G. fechten) = 
WQGerm. *feytan (*faxt, *fuxtum, *foxta- 
naz), formally identical with L. pectere comb 
(cf. PECTINATE), but the connexion of sense 
is not obvious. 


figment frgmont product of fictitious in- 

vention. XV (rare before late xvi). — L. fig- 
mentum, f. *fig-, base of fingere fashion, 
FEIGN. 


figurant m. frgjurent, figurante fem. -àát 
ballet-dancer ; supernumerary on the stage. 
= F. figurant, fem. -ante, and It. figurante, 
prps. of figurer and figurare perform a 
dancing figure, posture; see next and -ANT. 


figure frgor A. numerical symbol xii 
(figures of augrim, AncrR.); B. (bodily) 
shape or form xiir (Cursor M. ); in many 
senses repr. ult. technical uses of Gr. exyfjua 
SCHEME (rhet., gram., logic, math.) from xiv 
(Ch.); conspicuous appearance distinction, 
mark xvi. -(OJ)F. figure — Pr., Sp., It. 
figura = L. figūra, f. *fig-; see FEIGN, FIG- 
MENT, -URE. 5o figure vb. xiv. - (O)F. 
figurer — L. figüráre, f. the sb. 'The L. vb. 
translated Gr. exquaritew, the pf. part. of 
which was rendered by L. figurátus (whence 
figurATE? xvr), used in the sense of fi-gura- 
TIVE (XIV, Trevisa, ~ late L. figurdtivus). Cf. 
configuration, prefigure, transfigure. 


figurine frgjurin small carved figure. xix. 
~- F. figurine = It. figurina, dim. of figura 
FIGURE; see -INE!. 


füigwort frgw3it name of plants reputed to 
cure ‘the fig’ or ficus, i.e. piles. XVI. orig. 
applied to Ficaria, now Ranunculus Ficaria, 
pilewort; see FIG, WORT. 

Fijian fidsion pert. to Fiji (native name 
Viti) or the archipelago in the Pacific Ocean 
of which Viti Levu is the principal island ; 
see -AN. XVIII. 


filacer, -zer filosor, -zoi former officer of 

the courts at Westminster, who filed writs. 
- Law F. filacer (-ER*), f. AN. filaz file of 
documents — medL. filactum, either f. L. 
filum thread, FILE?, or shortening of late 
L. chartophylacium chest for papers —- Gr. 
khartophulákion, £. khártés paper, cHART4- 
phulak- (phuldssein) keep, guard. 


filament fi:lomont tenuous thread-like body. 
xvi. —F. filament or modL. fzlamentum, 
f. late L. fzlàre, f. filum thread, FILE?. 

filbert filbo:t (nut of) the cultivated hazel. 
xiv (Gower). Earliest forms philliberd, 
fylberde, filbert- AN. philbert, short for 
*noix de Philibert (cf. Norman dial. noix de 
filbert) St. Philibert’s nut, so named from 
its ripening about his day, 22 Aug. (O.S.). 

filch fil! steal. xvr(Awdelay). orig. thieves’ 
slang, of unkn. origin. 

file’ fail metal instrument for abrading sur- 


faces OE. ; (sl.) cunning fellow xIx (cf. F. 
lime sourde lit. ‘silent file’). OE. f#l = OS. 


fila (Du. vil), OHG. fihala, fila (G. feile) :— 
WGerm. *fixald, which is referred to IE. 
*pik- *peik- cut, repr. also by OSI. pisati 
write, L. pingere PAINT, Gr. pikrós sharp, 
bitter. Hence file vb.! smooth with a file. 
xm (AncrR.). 


file? fail (arch., dial.) defile. OE. fylan (also 

with 4-, be-, ge-) — MLG. vülen, MHG. 
viulen t= WGerm. *füljan, f. Germ. *fülaz 
FOUL. 


file® fail A. string or wire on which papers are 
strung XVI ; collection of papers so preserved 
or arranged in order xvii. B. (mil.) men con- 
stituting the depth of a formation; row of 
persons, etc., one behind another )( rank. 
xvi. = (O)F. fii = Pr. fil, Sp. hilo, It. filo - 
L. filum thread. Hence file vb?. place on or 
in a file xv; Tplace (men) in a file xv1; move 
in file xvii. Cf. DEFILE?, ENFILADE. 


filemot, philamot fi-limot. xvir. Altera- 
tion of FEUILLE-MORTE ; sp. with ph- c.1650. 


filial fi-liol pert. to a son or daughter. xv. 
- (O)F. filial or ChrL. filiális, f. L. filius son, 
filia daughter, prob. based on IE. *dhe- 
suck, repr. by fecundus FECUND, fétus FCETUS, 
fémina FEMALE ; see -AL! and cf. F. filial. So 
filia'TION (theol. ) becoming or being a son 
XV; relationship or descent as of a son XVII. 


- (O)F. filiation - ChrL. filiátio, f. L. fzlius. 


filibeg, philibeg, fill- filibeg (Sc.) kilt. 

XVIII. ~ Gael. feileadhbeag, f. feiladh fold, 
plait+ beag little, as dist. from the large kilt, 
feiladhmor. 


filibuster filib4sto: Tfreebooter xvi (fli- 
butor, fleebooter) ; piratical adventurer in the 
W. Indies xvii; adventurer in Central 
America and Spanish W. Indies, 1850-60 
xIx. The ult. source is Du. vrijbuiter FREE- 
BOOTER, of which the earliest Eng. exx. are 
obvious alterations; the present use begins 
with the adoption (xviir) of F. flibustier 
(xvi); this was succeeded (xix) by the 
present form — Sp. filibustero, which itself 
is from F. The chronology and mutual rela- 
tion of the various forms present difficulties. 


filic- filis-, filik- stem of L. filix fern, as in 
fi lical, fili-ciform, fi-Iicoid.. x1x. 


filigree fi'ligri jewel work made with 

threads and beads. xvir (Evelyn). Altera- 
tion of filigreen, var. of filigrane (XVII—XIX) 
-F. filigrane- It. filigrana, f. L. filum 
thread (FILE!) --gránum seed, GRAIN. 


filioque filiou:kwi, fai-. xix. L., and [from] 
the Son', phr. inserted in the Western form 
of the Nicene Creed to assert the procession 
of the Holy Ghost from the Son as well as 
from the Father. 


fil fil A. full supply of food OE. ; B. quan- 
tity that fills xvi. OE. fyllu = OHG. fulli 
(G. fille), ON. fyllr, Goth. ufar|fullet :- 
CGerm. *fullin, f. *fullaz rULL!,. In B f. 
FILL?, with which this sb. has always been 
associated. 
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fill? fil make full OE. ; occupy the whol: of; 
execute, fulfil, complete. OE. fyllan = 
OF ris. fullia, OS. fullian (Du. vullen), OHG. 
fullen (G. füllen), ON. fylla, Goth. (CGerm.) 
fulljan; f. *fullaz FULL!. Cf. FULFIL. 


fill? fil shaft of cart. xvi (Sh.) dial. var. of 
THILL. 


fillet fi-lit headband; narrow flat band, 
strip XIV ; (cookery) slice of meat or fish xv. 
ME. filet - (O)F. filet — Pr. filet, Sp. flete, 
It. filetto - CRom. dim. of L. fzlum thread 
(FILE?) ; see -ET. 

füllip f-lip movement made with a fiager 
suddenly released from contact with the 


thumb xv; (fig.) stimulus xvii. imit. Also 
as vb. (xvi). Cf. FLIP!, FLIRT. 
fillister  filistoy  rabbeting-plane. xix. 


perh. based on synon. F. feuilleret; for the 
repr. of F. feuill- by fil- cf. FILEMOT. 


filly fili young mare. xv. prob. much clder 
if - ON. fylja :—- *fuljón, parallel to OHG. 
fulihha (MHG. fülhe), f. Germ. *ful- FOAL. 
film fim membrane OE; thin pellicle, 
fine thread xiv. OE. filmen membrane, 
caul, prepuce = OFris. filmene skn:- 
Germ. *filminjam, f. *felmon (whence OE. 
&glfelna skin of an egg), f. *fellam xxr. 
In the senses ‘photographic film’, ‘celluloid 
roll for cinematographic picture’, ‘cirerna 
performance’ the word has become CEur. 
Hence filmy!. xvir. 


filoselle filósel floss silk. xvrr. — F. filo- 
selle, supexrseding OF. filloisel — It. dial. 
filosello, for *folisello :- Rom. *follicellus co- 
coon (whence OF. foucel), for L. folliculus 
FOLLICLE. 

filter fi-ltor tfelt xiv ; piece of felt, etc., for 
freeing liquids of impure matter Xv1; any 
apparatus for this xvii. — OF. filtre, var. of 
feltre (mod. feutre felt) = Pr. feutre, Sp. 
fieltro, It. feltro felt, filter ~medL. filtrum 
— WGerm. *filtir (-1z) FELT. Hence vb. xvi. 
So fi!ItrATE? pass through a filter. xvir. f. 
pp. stem of modL. filtrdre; cf. INFILTRATE. 


filth filp Tputrid matter OE.; unclean 
matter xu. OE. fylb = OS. filitha (Du. 
vuilte), OHG. fülida :- Germ. *fülaz FOUL ; 
see -TH!. Hence fi-lthy*. xiv. 
fimble fimbl male plant of hemp, pro- 
ducing a weaker fibre than the female plant 
(carl hemp). xv. Earlier fem(b)le- Du. femel, 
LG. fimel-F. (chanvre) femelle ‘FEMALE 
(hemp)’, this name being pop. applied to 
what modern botanists call the male plant. 
fimbria fimbrio (techn.) fringe. »vrrr. 
Late L. (earlier only pl. fimbrim). Cf. 
FRINGE. $0 fi-mbriate (her. and nat. hist.) 
fringed. xix. —L. fimbridtus; see -ATE*. 
fimbriated. xv (Book of St. Albans}. 
fin fin propelling and steering organ of 
fishes. OE. fin(n) = MLG. finne (whence 
G. finne), MDu. vinne (Du. vin); a word of 
the North Sea area, prob. ult. rel. to L. 
pinna feather, wing (cf. PINNACLE) = *pidnd, 
Olr. ind end, point + *pindom. 


FINE 


final fai‘nol marking an end, putting an end 
to something; relating to end or purpose. 
xiv (R. Mannyng, Ch.). - (O)F. final or L. 
finalis, f. finis end; see FINE}, -A|!. The 
earliest uses are in final peace (tr. medL. 
finalis pax or concordia), final cause (tr. 
medL. finalis causa, rendering Aristotle’s 
+o ot evexa, TO TéAOS). So finality fainaliti. 
XVI (once; not current till early xix). - F. 
-late L. fimalty®. xiv (Ch); after OF. 
final(e)ment, late L.. findliter. finalize put 
into final form. xx. 


finance fi-, faine-ns tend; fsettlement, 
payment xiv; Tsupply, stock; Ttax, taxation 
xv; (pl.) pecuniary resources ; management 
of (public) money xvir. -(O)F. finance 
tend, tpayment, money (cf. AL. financia 
payment XIV), f. finer make an end, sette, 
ransom, bargain for, procure, f. fin end, 


FINE!, The senses now current are from 
modF. usage. Hence fina:nciar. xv 
(Burke). fina-ncier. xvir (Bacon) - F. 


financier. 


finch fintf name of many small passerine 
birds, esp. of the family Fringillide. OE. 
finé = MDu. vinke (Du. vink), OHG. fincho 
(G. fink) :- WGerm. *figkiz, *fipkjon, perh. 
of IE. age. 


find faind come upon ; attain OE. ; procure, 
supply XIII; support, maintain xiv. OE. 
findan, pt. fand, fundon, pp. funden == 
OF ris. finda, OS. findan, fithan (Du. vinden), 
OHG. findan (G. finden), ON. finna, Goth. 
finban :- Germ. *finpan, *fanp, *fundum, 
*fundonaz :— IE. base *pent- (whence Olr. 
étain I find), perh. identical with the base 
meaning ‘go, journey’ (cf. OE. feba, OHG. 
fendo footsoldier :— *fanpjon), or a nasalized 
var. of *pet- in L. petere seek, aim at. The 
Germ. conjugation should have yielded OE. 
*fthan, *fop; the existing forms are ana- 
logical on bindan BIND, etc. The form of the 
pt. found, superseding ME. fond, foond, 
shows assim. to pt. pl. or pp., as in BIND, 
GRIND, WIND?. Hence find sb. xix. 


fine! fain tend, conclusion x11; final agree- 
ment, settlement of a suit ; composition paid 
XIII. — (O)F. fin = Pr., Sp. fin, Pg. fim, It. 
fine :— L. finem, nom. -is end, in medL. sum 
to be paid on concluding a lawsuit. @ For 
foot of the fine see Foor. So, or - OF. finer 
(see FINANCE), fine vb!. Tpay a fine XIII; 
impose a fine on XVI. 


fine? fain consummate in quality xir 
(Cursor M.); delicate, subtle; handsome, 
excellent, admirable xiv ; elegant xvi; of the 
weather xvitt,. —(O)F. fin = Pr. fin, Sp., 
It. fino :~CRom. *finus, f. finire FINISH, 
after such pairs as grossus, grossire. The Rom. 
word was adopted in OHG. fin (G. fein), 
(M)Du. fijn, Icel. finn. The later uses, ex- 
pressing admiring approbation, are of purely 
Eng. development, and corr. to those of 
F. beau. Fine aris (xvii) tr. F. beaux arts. 
Hence fine vb.? refine xiv ; make fine, small, 
etc., XVI. 
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FINE 


FISCAL 





fine? fin liqueur brandy. xix. F., short for 
fine champagne, abbrev. of eau-de-vie fine 
de la Champagne 'fine brandy of Cham- 
pagne’. 

finesse fines Tfineness, purity; delicacy, 
refinement; artfulness, artifice. xv. Many 
of the earliest exx. of fynes(se) fines are 
spellings of fineness (cf. playnes for playn- 
ness, and the like), and it is difficult to deter- 
mine the date of the adoption of F. finesse 
(= Pr., Sp. fineza, lt. finezza):- CRom. 
*finitia, f. *fīnus FINE?; see -ESS?, 

finger finger one of the digits of the hand. 
OE. finger = OF ris. finger, OS., OHG. 
fingar (Du. vinger, G. finger), ON. fingr, 
Goth. figgrs :- CGerm. *figgraz, perh. :- 
IE. *penqrós, f. *penge Five. Cf. FIstT?. 
fingering fi'ngorin kind of knitting wool. 
xvii. Earliest forms fingram, fingrum, fin- 
grine; poss. alteration of OF. fin grain ‘fine 
grain’ (cf. GROGRAM). @ Derivation from 
FINGER seems to be out of the question. 


finial finiol Tadj. final; sb. (archit.) ter- 
minal ornament of an apex or corner. XIV. 
- AN. *finial or AL. *finiális, f£. fin, finis 
end ; see FINE!, -IAL. 

finical finikol over nice or particular. XvI 
(Nashe). prob. academic sl. in origin, f. 
FINE?---ICAL; poss. suggested by MDu. 
fünkens accurately, neatly, prettily (Kilian). 
Hence fi-nickiNG? xvi fiznicky! xix. 


finis farnis the L. word placed at the end 
of a book, etc., xv; conclusion, end xvit. 
L. (orig. border, frontier). So finish fi:niJ 
bring to an end, complete xiv; bring to 
perfection xv. ME. fenisshe - OF. feniss- 
(mod. fimtss-), lengthened stem of fenir 
(altered to finir) = Pr. fenir, It. finire :—- L. 
finire, f. finis; see FINE, -ISH?. finite 
fainait Tdefinite xv; limited xV. =L. 
finitus, pp. of finire. 

Finn fin Germ. name of a people of NE. 
Europe and Scandinavia calling their coun- 
try Suomi and speaking a Ural-Altaic lan- 
guage. OE. Finnas pl., corr. to G. Finne, 
ON. Finnr; recorded as L. Fenni (Tacitus 
‘Germania’ xlvi), Gr. Phinnoi (Ptolemy). 
Hence Finnic. xvii. - modL. FinnisH!. 
XVIIL; cf. ON. Finnshr, G.finnisch. Fir:nno-, 
comb. form, as in Finno-Ugrian, -Ugric, 
epithet of the westernmost branch of the 
Ural-Altaic languages. 


finnan frnon haddock cured with the 
smoke of green wood, etc. xvin. Earlier 
forms findon, findram, fintrum, findhorn; 
name of the river Findhorn, confused with 
Findon, a village in Kincardineshire. 

fiord, fjord fjud long narrow arm of the 
sea, XVII. -— Norw. fiord :i- ON. fjoràr :— 
*ferbuz; cf. FIRTH, FORD. 

fir £51 coniferous tree (Pinus, Abies, Picea). 
xiv (Cursor M., Ch., Trevisa). ME. firr, 
fyrre, w. midl. ve(e)r, vyrre; prob. - ON. 
fyri- (in. fyriskógr fir-wood, etc.) :- Germ. 
*furxjon, f. *furyó, whence OE. furhlwudu 
fir- wood, OHG. forha (G. foóhre), ON. fura, 


beside OHG. verehleih (G. tferch), Lom- 
bardic fereha kind of oak; cf. L. quercus 
(i- *perkus) oak. @ Like BEECH and BIRCH, 
of Germ. and (partly) IE. extent. 


fire faiori principle of combustion; burning 
material OE.; conflagration XII; heat of 
fever, passion, etc., XIV; firing of guns XVI 
(cf. F. feu, as in faire feu fire a gun). OE. fyr 
= OFris., OS. fiur (Du. vuur), OHG. fiur, 
fiir (G. feuer) :— WGerm. *fūir (ON. had 
poet. fúrr, fýrr m.), corr. to Gr. pûr, Umbrian 
pir, Czech py7, Arm. hur, Toch. por, pwar; 
cf. Skr. pdvakds fire. Hence fire vb. OE. 
Syrian supply with firing ; set on fire, lit. and 
fig. Xi ; discharge, explode xv1; burn out 
(orig. U.S.) xix. 


firkin f3ukin Tcask xiv; quarter of a 
‘barrel’ xv ( ferdekyn, ferken). prob. - MDu. 
*vierdekijn, dim. of vierde FOURTH ; see -KIN. 

firlot fa-slot (Sc.) quarter of a boll. xv. 
Found in AL. ferthelota (xii1) prob. - ON. 
fjorài hlotr fourth part (LoT). 


firm! f5im fixed, immovable xiv; stable, 
not yielding xv. ME. ferm(e) —(O)F. ferme 
:- L. firmus. Conformed xvi to L. sp. 

firm? f3im Tsignature xvt; (style of) a com- 
mercial house xviir. In the earliest use 
— Sp. firma, later — It. firma, of the same 
origin, medL. firma (cf. FARM), f. L. firmàre 
strengthen, in late L. confirm by one's signa- 
ture, f. firmus FIRM!. 

firmament fS:1momént vault of heaven. 
xur. = (O)F. firmament - L. firmadmentum, 
f. firmáre strengthen, f. firmus FIRM}; see 
-MENT. The L. word, meaning orig. ‘sup- 
port, foundation’, was adopted in the 
Vulgate, in imitation of LXX Gr. steréóma 
(f. stereotin make firm, f. stereds firm) as the 
rendering of Heb. rdgi‘a applied to the 
vault of the sky, prob. lit. expanse, f. rdgia‘ 
spread out, beat or tread out, (in Syriac) 
make firm or solid. 


firman fd-1mon_ edict; licence, permit. 
XVII. — Pers. fermán, OPers. *framàáná com- 
mand = Skr. pramdnam (right) measure, 
standard, authority, f. pra- PRO--+ *ma- 
MEASURE. 
first f3ist that is before all others. OE. 
fyr(e)st = OF ris. ferost, -est, ferst, OS. 
*furist (in furisto wk. masc. as sb. prince, 
whence Du. vorst), OHG. furist (furtsto 
prince, whence G. fürst) ON. fyrstr:- 
CGerm. *furistaz, superl. formation on 
*fur-, *for- (see FOR, FORE, -EST, and cf. 
FORMER, FOREMOST) :- IE. *p7, whence the 
various formations with superl. suffixes 
meaning ‘first’, e.g. Gr. prdétos PROTO-, 
prétistos, L. primus PRIME, Skr. prathamds. 
Hence firstriNc! first product or offspring. 
XVI (Coverdale). 
firth f51p arm of the sea, estuary. xv. orig. 
Sc. = ON. fjorür F1ORD. 
fiscal fiskol pert. to the treasury (spec. in 
Sc. PROCURATOR fiscal); sb. title of certain 
officials. xvi. = F. fiscal or L. fiscális, f. 
fiscus treasury, orig. rush-basket, purse. 
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FISH 


fish! fif vertebrate water animal with gills. 
OE. fisé = OF ris. fisk, OS., OHG. fise (Du. 
visch, G. fisch), ON. fiskr, Goth. fisks = 
CGerm. *fiskaz :- *piskos, rel. to L. piscis 
(cf. PISCINA), Ír. tasc, Gael. tasg (t— *peiskos). 
So fish vb. OE. fiscian, fisheri, OE. 
fiscere, also CGerm. ; cf. L. piscárt, piscárius. 
Hence fiíshy!|. xvi. €] There is no CIE. 
word for fish’; W. pysg, Corn. pisc are = L. 

fish? fif mend (a broken spar, etc.) with a 
piece of wood (fish or fish-plate). xvi (Capt. 
Smith). — (O)F. ficher fix :- Rom. *fzgicare, 
intensive of L. figere rix. Hence (after F. 
fiche) fish sb. (naut.) piece of word used to 
strengthen another XVII; plate of iron, etc., 
to protect or strengthen a beam, rail, etc. 
xix. Cf. next. 


fish? fif flat piece of bone, etc., used as a 
counter in games. XVIII. — F. fiche, f. ficher 
(see prec.), assoc. with FISH! because of the 
shape. 

fissile fi'sail that may be split. xvrr. -= L. 
fissilis, f. fiss-, pp. stem of findere to cleave ; 
See BITE, -ILE, So fissunE fi-far cleft, split. 
LXIV. — (O)F. fissure or L. fissüra; fission 
fi fon XixX.. — L. fisstón-em. 

fist! fist clenched hand. OE. fyst = OFris. 
fést, MLG. füst (Du. vuist), OHG. füst (G. 
faust) :1- WGerm. *füsti, perh. :—- *füxstiz, 
for *funystiz :— *pnqstis (whence OSI. pesti 
fist), f. zero grade of IE. *penge FIVE; cf. 
FINGER. Hence fi:stic XIX, fi-stICAL XVIII. 
fi:sticuffs fighting. xvi1; prob. £. fisty adj. 
(xvi1) T- pl. of curF*?, 

fist? fist breaking wind. First recorded xv, 
but prob. repr. OE. */zst (cf. vbl. sb. fzsting), 
corr., with variety of vowel-grade, to MLG. 
vist, MDu. veest, Du. vijst, G. fist; cf. also 
ON. fisa vb. ; Germ. *fisti- prob. rests on an 
orig. *fest- :- IE. *pezd-, whence L. pedere, 
Gr. bdein (:— *bzdein), Lith. bezdéti. €] Cf. 
wolf’s or wolves’ fist Fungus Lycoperdon. 


fistula frstjülo long sinuous ulcer. xiv 
(earlier fystel, fistle from OF.). L. fistula 
pipe, also in path. sense. 


fit! (arch. fytte) fit division of a poem, canto. 
OE. fitt = OS. *fittia (preserved in latinized 
form vittea in the preface to ‘Heliand’); 
identified by some with OHG. fizza list of 
cloth (G. fitze skein of yarn, tthread with 
which weavers mark off a day’s work) and 


ON. fit hem; but cf. next. 


fit? fit Tdangerous position or experience 
XIV ; paroxysm ; sudden state of activity XVI. 
OE. fitt (once) prob. ‘conflict’, orig. mean- 
ing perh. ‘juncture’, ‘meeting’, ‘match’, 
which might relate or identify this word 
with prec. Cf. rir?, rrT*. Hence fi-truL'; 
usedonce by Sh. (‘Macbeth’ 111 ii 23), popu- 
larized by Scott. 

fit? fit well suited, proper xiv; qualified, pre- 
pared, ready Xvi. perh. pp. of Frr’, q.v. 

fit! fit be and make proper or suitable; 
supply, equip. xvi. In these senses not 
recorded before late xvi; but a vb. fitte 
marshal! forces (xIv) may point to a ME. vb. 


FIX 


with the gen. sense ‘arrange, adjust, match’, 
which accords in meaning with (rare) ME. 
fitte person’s match (x11). The chronology 
of the evidence is inadequate for the deter- 
mination of the relation between this set of 
words. Hence fit sb. xvu. Cf. OUTFIT. 


fitch), dial. var. of VETCH. xIv (ficche, Wycl. 
Bible); occurs in A.V., Isaiah xxviii 25. 


fitchew fitfū polecat and its fur. xiv. 
— OF. ficheau, dial. var. of fissel (pl. fis- 
siaulx), later fissau, dim. of a word appearing 
in early Du. as fisse, visse, vitsche, whence 
ult. also synon. fitch? xvı. 


Fitz fits AN. sp. of OF. fiz (fits), earlier filz 
(mod. fils) += L. filius son; survives in sur- 
names in which it is followed by an unin- 
flected genitive, e.g. Fitzherbert, Fitzwilliam. 


five faiv 5, v. repr. inflected fīfe (fifa, 
fifum) of OE. fif = OFris., OS. fif (Du. 
vif), OHG. fimf, finf (G. fünf), ON. fimm, 
Goth. fimf :- CGerm. *fimfi :- IE. *pempe, 
altered by assim. from *penque, whence 
Skr. pancha, Gr. pénte, pémpe, L. quinque 
(with assim. of initial p), OIr. cóic, Gaulish 
pempe, OW. pimp (mod. pump), Lith. penki, 
OSI. pesti Fist’. So fifteen fifti-n, fi-ftin 
15,xv. OE. fifténe (-tiene) = OF ris. fiftine, 
OS. fiftein (Du. vijftien), OHG. fimfzehan 
(G. fiinfzehn), ON. fimtdn, Goth. fimftaihun. 
Hence fifteentH. Late OE. ffténpa (x1), 
ult. superseding OE. fiftéopa, MIE. fiftethe ; 
northern ME. fiftend was - ON. fimtándi. 
fifru? fifp ordinal of five. OE. fifta = 
OF ris. fifta, OS. fifto (Du. vijfde), OHG. 
fimfto (G. fünfte), ON. fimti :- CGerm. (exc. 
Goth.) *fimfton:-IE. *pengto- (cf. Gr. 
pémptos, L. quintus), f. *peyqwe FIVE. The 
normal fift survives dial. ; the standard form 
has -th after fourth (cf. sixth, etc.). fifty 
fi'fti five tens. OF. fiftig = OFris., OS. 
fiftich (Du. vyftig), OHG. fimfzug (G. 
fünfzig), ON. fimmtigr, Goth. fimftigjus ; see 
FIVE, -TYl. Hence fi.ftigru!. OE. fiftigeopa, 
corr. to ON. fimmtugandi. 


fives faivz game in which a ball is struck 
with the hand against a wall. xvir. pl. of 
FIVE. Of uncertain origin, but perh. so 
called because orig. played by two teams of 
five persons; cf. ‘squaring out the forme of 
a tennis court .. by this square they (being 
stript of their dublets) played five to five, 
with the handball’ (Nichols’ ‘Progresses of 
Queen Elizabeth’). 


fix fiks make firm or stable xv; place in a 
definite position or state xvi. Partly f. pp. 
Tfix (xiv, Ch.) - OF. fix (mod. fixe) or its 
source L. fixus, pp. of figere fix, fasten; 
partly - medL. fixdre (cf. F. fixer, Sp. fijar, 
It. fissare), f. L. fixus. Cf. AFFIX, PREFIX, 
SUFFIX, TRANSFIX. Hence fix sb. (orig. U.S.). 
XIX. So fixaA'TION. xIV (alch., Gower). 
-medL. fixirv. xvi (Boyle). fixture. 
xvu (Sh. ‘Merry Wives’ 111 iii 67, 1st Folio). 
Alteration, after mixture, of tfixure (xvi, 
Drayton). -late L. fixüra (Tertullian, 
Vulg.). 
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FIZGIG 


fizgig fi-zgig A. light woman xv1; spinning- 
top; squib xvi1; B. harpoon xvi. The first 
el. may be tfise fart, or FIzz; the second is 
GIGl, which was used early in the senses of 
‘frivolous person’ and ‘whipping-top’; for 
sense B cf. Sp. fisga (- G. fischgabel fish- 
hook). 


fizz fiz make a hissing sound, as of efferve- 
scence. XVII. imit.; cf. next. Hence sb. 
{disturbance xvi1I ; effervescing sound; (sl.) 
champagne XIX. 


fizzle &:zl fbreak wind silently xvi; (orig. 
U.S.) come to a lame conclusion, fail xix. 
app. f. FIzz (but this is recorded later) 4- -LE?. 
Cf. risr?. 


flabbergast fle:bargàást confound utterly. 
xvi. The pp. is mentioned, along with 
bored, in 1772 (‘Annual Register’ ii 191) as 
a new piece of fashionable slang; perh. 
fanciful formation on FLABBY and AGHAST. 

flabby fle-bi soft and limp xvi (Dryden); 
nerveless, feeble xvir. Expressive altera- 
tion of synon. flappy (xvi), f. FLAP + -Y1 

flaccid flæ'ksid limp; drooping. xvir. = F. 
flaccide or L. flaccidus, f. flaccus flabby ; see 
-ID!, 

flag! fieg plant of the genus Iris ; (formerly) 
reed, rush. xiv. Related in some way to 
(i) Du. flag, occurring in Bible of 1637, Job 
Vill Ir margin (where A.V. has the same 
word) and to (ii) Da. læg yellow iris. 


flag? flæg (E. Anglian) turf, sod xv; flat 
slab of stone xvrr. prob. of Scand. origin; 
cf. Icel. flag spot where a turf has been cut 
out, ON. flaga slab of stone (cf. FLAW’). Cf. 
FLAKE’, dial. flaught. 


flag? fleg piece of stuff attached to a staff 
and used as a standard or signal. Xvt. perh. 
orig. an application of Tfiag adj. (see next). 
q A doubtful ex. of synon. fagge (xv) sug- 
gests comparison with ‘the flagg or the fagg 
federis’ of a hawk’s wing (Book of St. Albans, 
1486). Adopted in several Germ. langs. 


flag^ flæg thang down; become limp or 
feeble. xvr. rel. to Tflag adj. hanging loose 
(xvi), of unkn. origin. 


flagellant flad3e-lont one who scourges him- 
self (as a discipline). xvr. — L. flagellant-, 
-àns, prp. of flagelldre whip (whence flagel- 
lare? flé-d5ileit xvii, flagella’TION xv), f. 
flagellum, dim. of flagrum scourge ; see -ANT. 


flageolet fledz;sle:t small wind instru- 

ment. XVII (flajolet). — F. flageolet, dim. 
of OF. flag(e)ol, flajol (whence ME. flagel 
XIV) — Pr. fiajol, of unkn. origin; see -ET. 


flagitious fladzi:‘Jas extremely wicked. xIv 
(Wycl. Bible). — L. flagitiósus, f. flagitium 
noisy protest against a person's conduct, 
scandal, (hence) shameful act, crime, f. 
flágitàre demand earnestly or vociferously, 
f. base meaning ‘make a noise’; see -IOUS. 


flagon flz-gon large bottle for wine, etc. xv. 
Late ME. flakon, flagan - AN. *flagon, (O)F. 
fiacon, earlier *flascon :- late L. flascó(n-) 


FLAMEN 


FLASK. For the change of inter-sonant k to g 
cf. segrestain sexton, SUGAR. 


flagrant flei-grant (arch. or obs.) blazing, 
burning, ardent xv; ‘flaming into notice’ 
(J.), glaring, notorious xvi1l. =~ F. flagrant 
or L. flagrant-, àns, prp. of flagráre burn, 
blaze, be enflamed, f. */lag-, repr. a var. of 
IE. *bhleg- (cf. FLAME, FULMINATE, PHLEGM, 
(RE)FULGENT); see -ANT. 'l'he second sense 
derives from the use repr. by F. en flagrant 
délit red-handed, medL. or modL. (tn) fla- 
grante delicto, late L. flagrante crimine (Codex 
of Justinian), lit. ‘the offence raging’. 


flail fleil instrument for threshing by hand, 
OE. *flegil (repr. once by a late aberrant 
form fligel), in ME. fle33l (Orm), fleil, fleyl = 
OS. flegil, (M)Du. vlegel, (O)HG. flegel = 
WGerm. *flagil-, prob. -L. flagellum 
scourge, (in Vulgate) flail, whence the Rom. 
forms OF. flatel, fleel (mod. fléau scourge), 
Pr. flagel, Sp. flagelo, It. fragello. Examples 
of the Eng. word are rare before xv and the 
later ME. currency was prob. due to adop- 
tion from OF. or MDu. 


flair flear sagacious perceptiveness. XIX. 
F., f. flairer smell :- Rom. *flagrare, for L. 
frágráre (see FRAGRANT). €| In ME. the OF. 
word was adopted in the sense 'odour, 
smell'. 


flak flek anti-aircraft fire (with shift of 
sense), XX. G., f. initials of fltegerabwehr- 
kanone ‘aircraft-defence-gun’. 


flake fleik one of the small pieces in which 
snow falls xiv (Ch.); piece of ignited matter 
thrown off xiv; flat or scaly fragment xv; 
(arch.) bundle of fibres, lock of hair xvi. 
immed. source unkn.; the several senses 
may repr. derivs. of different origin; com- 
parable forms in Scand. langs. are Norw. 
flak, fldk patch, flake, flake form into flakes, 
Sw. is|flak ice-floe, ON. flakna flake off, 
split. Cf. FLAw?. Hence flake vb. xv. 


flanbeau fle:mbou torch. xvi -(O)F. 
flambeau, dim. of flambe, 1.flamble :- L.. flam- 
mula, dim. of flamma FLAME. 


flamboyant flamboi-ant (orig. archit.) 
characterized by waved flame-like forms; 
flamingly coloured. xix. - F. flamboyant, 


prp. of flamboyer, earlier flambeüer, f. flambe ; 
see prec. 

flame fleim ignited vapour; fig. of passion 
xiv (R. Rolle) ; visible combustion xv. ME. 
flaume, flamme, flame - AN. *flaume, OF. 
flame, (also mod.) flamme — Pr. flama, Sp. 
llama, Pg. chamma, Yt. fiamma :—- L. flamma, 
f. base repr. by FLAGRANT. For the origin of 
the var. tambe (XIV-XVII) see prec. For the 
pronunc. cf. angel, chamber, strange. So 
flame vb. xiv. - OF. flamer, flammer 
(which was superseded by flamber xvi). 


flamen fíleimen Tas used by Geoffrey of 
Monmouth for a supposed grade of priest 
in heathen Britain xiv (R. Mannyng); 
priest of a particular deity in ancient Rome 
XVI. = L. flāmen. 


[359] 


FLAMINGO 


flamingo flémi‘ngou bird with long legs 

and neck and scarlet plumage. xvi. Early 
forms flemengo, -ingo-Pg. flamengo — Pr. 
flamenc (whence also Sp. flamenco, F. 
fiamant), f. flama FLAME+ Germ. suffix -:7g- 
-ING?; so named because of its bright 
plumage (cf. the Gr. name phoinikdpteros 
lit. ‘red-feathered’). 


flammenwerfer fle-monviifer flame- 
throwing weapon. xx. G., f. flamme FLAME 
--agent-noun of werfen throw (WARP). 


flan fien disc of metal before stamping; 
open tart XIX. — F. flan; see FLAWN. 


fianconade flegkónerd thrust in the side 
at fencing. XVII. — F. flanconnade, f£. flanc 
FLANK. 


flange fienÓs widening part XVII ; project- 
ing flat rim xviii. Partly synon. with Tflanch 
(xviu-xix); OF. flanchir and flangir (pre- 
sumably f. flanche, var. of flanc FLANK), 
which are used as syns. of fléchir bend, may 
be the source of the vbs. flanch and flange, 
from which the corr. sbs. might be derived ; 
but the chronological evidence does not 
favour this. 


flank flenk side of the body of an animal 
between ribs and hip x11; extreme side of 
an army XVI. —(O)F. flanc, corr. to Sp. 
flanco, It. fianco —- Frank. *hlanca side; cf. 
FLINCH, LINK}. 


flannel fle:nol open woollen stuff. xiv. 
Early forms flanell, beside flan(n)en, flan(n)- 
ing; the latter are perh. the orig. forms and 
— W. gwlanen woollen article, f. gwldn Woot. 
€ The Eng. word is the source of F. flanelle, 
whence Sp. flanela, franela, It. frannella, 
frenella, G. flanell, Du. flanel. Used ludi- 
crously to designate a Welshman in Sh. 
‘Merry Wives’ V V 172. 


flap flep Tblow xiv; fly-flapper xv; loose 
pendent part xvi. So flap vb. strike with 
something flexible and broad xiv ; (of birds) 
beat the wings xvi. prob. imit., like clap, 
slap, rap, tap; cf. Du. flap blow, fly-flapper, 
lid ofacan, flappen strike, clap. Hence fla-p- 
DOO:DLE (collog.) nonsense, humbug. xix. 
fla-pDRA:GON snapdragon. xvi (Sh.). fla:.p- 
PER! one who or a thing which flaps xvi; 
young partridge xix (hence sl., young wo- 
man XX). 


flare flear spread out, as hair, etc. xv1; burn 
with a spreading flame xvit (Milton); in 
prp. fla: riNG? showy, gaudy. xvii. Of unkn. 
origin (perh. Scand.). Hence flare sb. xix. 
fla-.re-u», f. phr. flare up. xix. 


flash flef sudden burst of flame or light 
XVI; sudden rush of water; superficial 
brilliance; tbrilliant or showy person XVII; 
t(sl.) wig XVII; ornament sewn to the collar 
of a tunic formerly worn by officers of the 
23rd Royal Welch Fusiliers and supposed 
to be the relic of a queue xix. f. flash vb., 
the earliest uses of which refer to the rush- 
ing or dashing of water (xIv; preceded by an 
obscure flaskie sprinkle x11), its application 


FLAVINE 


to the bursting forth of light or flame being 
of doubtful occurrence before xvi. Hence 
fla‘shy! xvi, of which flash adj. (xvi1) is a 
partial syn. 

flask flask container for wine, clothing 
XIV; case for gunpowder XVI; (wine) 
bottle with long narrow neck xvii. In the 
second sense — F. flasque, in the third prob. 
- It. fiasco; the F. form (OF. flasche, flaske) 
repr. medL. flasca (Isidore), the It. form 
medL. fiasco (cf. Sp. fiasco, frasco, Pg. 
frasco), acc. flascõnem (cf. Pr. flascon, It. 
fiascone, F. flacon FLAGON); ult. origin 
dubious; has been referred to L. vdsculum, 
dim. of vds VESSEL. @ The word appears in 
Germ. langs. as OE. flasde, flaxe, OHG. 
flasca (G. flasche), MDu. flassche (Du. 
vlesch), whence it has been adopted in 
various langs., as Lappish flasko, Magyar 
palaczk, Pol. flasza. 

fiat? fiæt level, prostrate XIV ; not curved or 
undulating xv; unqualified; plain; dull; 
below true pitch xvi; of drink xvir; in many 
sb. uses from Xiv. = ON. flatr = OHG. 
flag :- Germ. *flataz, of uncertain relation- 
ship (connexion with Gr. platus, Skr. prthius 
broad, L. planta PLANT, is plausible in re- 
gard to sense, but IE. t or th does not 
normally corr. to Germ. t; cf. FIELD). Hence 
fla‘tten® vb. xvil; superseded the some- 
what earlier flat vb. 

flat? fiet storey of a house; suite of rooms 
on one floor (Scott). xix. Alteration by 
assoc. with prec. of Sc. flet inner part of a 
house (OE. flet floor, dwelling = ON. flet, 
etc. :- CGerm. (exc. Gothic) *flatjam, f. 
flataz FLAT"). 

flatter fla-taz praise unduly xii (AncrR.); 
Tfawn; fawn upon. xiv. ME. flattere, of 
unkn. origin; perh. back-formation from 
flattery (xiv) - (O)F. flatterie, f. flatter vb. 
flatter (which would normally give flat in 
Eng.), prob. f. Germ. *flat- FLAT!, and orig. 
meaning 'pat, smooth, caress'. ME. syns. 
based on the cons. skeleton fl..k were flakere, 
flikere, fleech; ME. Kentish ulatert (‘Ayen- 
bite’) with initial v suggests a native word, 
but none is known. 


flatulent fie:tjülont windy. xvr. - F. fla- 
tulent (Paré) - modL. flátulentus, f. L. flatus 
blowing, blast, f. fláre BLOW!; see -ULENT. 
So fla-tulENcE XIX, -ENCY XVII. 


flaunt flint (intr.) wave gaily or proudly; 
display (oneself) ostentatiously. xvi. Of unkn. 
origin ; no point of contact can be made with 
Sw. dial. flankt flutteringly, flanka flutter, 
G. dial. flandern flutter, waver. Q In xvi- 
xvi the stem entered into several redupl. or 
jingling collocations, as flaunt a flaunt (Gas- 
coigne, Harvey), flantitanting (Nashe), flaunt 
tant ; also (with A-!) aflaunt. 

flautist flotist player on the flute. xix. 
= It. flautista, f. flauto FLUTE; see -IST. 


flavine flei-vain (chem.) yellow dye-stuff. 
xix. f. L. fldvus yellow+-1n. So fla:vo- 
comb. form. 
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FLAVOUR 


flavour flei:vaz smell, aroma xiv; element 
in the taste of a substance depending on the 
sense of smell xvi. - OF. flaor, infl. by 
savour ; the OF. word, if cogn. with It. tfia- 
tore, repr. Rom. *fldtor, blend of L. fldtus 
blowing, breath, and fetor stench. 

flaw! fló Tflake xiv; fissure, rift; blemish 
xvII. perh. = ON. flaga slab of stone, prob. 
:- Germ. *flay-, *flag-, parallel and synon. 
with *flak-, whence pp. FLAKE, which flaw 
closely resembles in sense. 

flaw? fl sudden squall, etc. xvi. prob. 
-MLG. vlage, MDu. vidghe (Du. vlaag), 
the primary sense of which may be ‘stroke’ 
(IE. *plak-; see FLAY). 

flawn flon custard or cheese-cake, pancake. 
xii. — OF. flaon (mod. FLAN) t= medL. 
fladi(n)- (cf. It. fiadone honeycomb) -~ 
Frankish flado (Du. clade, cla pancake) t= 
WGerm. *flapé(n), prob. rel. to Gr. 
plathanon cake-mould, platus broad (cf. 
FLAT?), 

flax fiæks  blue-flowered plant, Linum 
usatissimum, producing textile fibre and 
linseed. OE. flex (fleax) = OFris. flax, 
(M)Du. vlas, OHG. flahs (G. flachs) :- 
WGerm. *flaxsam, prob. to be referred to 
Germ. *flax- *flex- :- IE. *plok- *plek- in 
Gr. plékein, L. plectere, G. flechten plait. 
Hence fla:xEN?. xvi. 


flay flei strip off the skin of OE. ; with skin 
as obj. xut. OE. fiéan (more freq. in comps. 
dfléan, befléan), pt. *floh, flog, -on, pp. 
flegen, flagen = MDu. vlae(gh)en (Du. 
vlaen), ON. fld (the source of ME. fia, fio) 
:- Germ. *flayan, of unkn. origin; str. 
forms lasted till xv in pt. flogh, till xvii in 
pp. flain, flean; but wk. forms were current 
in XVI; for the development cf. slay. 

flea fli small wingless insect, Pulex. OE. 
fléath), corr. to MLG., MDu. vió (Du. vloo), 
OHG. floh (G. floh), ON. fid; repr. Germ. 
base *flaux- or perh. *plaux- (see FLEE). 
Hence flea’BANE. 

fleam flim lancet. xvi. =- OF. flieme (mod. 
flamme) = Pr. flecme (Sp. fleme, Pg. flame, 
It. fiama are — F.) :- Rom. *fleutomum 
(medL. fledomum, fletoma), for late L. phle- 
botomu-s — Gr. phlebotómon, sb. use of n. of 
adj. (see PHLEBOTOMY). 


fleck flek spot, speck. xvi. The earliest 
recorded words of the group are flecked 
ppl. adj. dappled xiv and fleck vb. xv; the 
proximate source may be synon. ON. flekkr 
sb., flekka vb., or MLG., MDu. vlecke (Du. 
vlek) = OHG. flec, fleccho (G. fleck, flecken), 
of unkn. origin. 


fledge fled3 acquire or provide with 
feathers. xvi. f. tfledge adj. (xiv) having 
feathers (for flight), repr. var. *fleége of OE. 
*flyéée recorded only in unfligge (x) glossing 
L. implumes; corr. to MDu. vlugghe (Du. 
vlug), OHG. flucchi (G. flügge is from LG.) 
:- WGerm. *flugzja, f. *flug-, weak base 
of *fleuzan FLY?. Hence fle-dgeriNG!. xix; 
after nestling. 


FLEMISH 


flee fli run away (from). OE. fléon (pt. 
fléah, flugon, pp. flogen) = OF ris. flia, OS. 
fliohan (MDu. vlien, Du. vlieden), OHG. 
fliohan (G. fliehen), ON. fly(j)a (flé, flugum) 
more freq. wk. fiyda, fly@)dr; (MSw. fly, 
fiydde), Goth. bliuhan :~ CGerm. * bleuxan, 
*blauh, *blugum, *plogan-. 'The str. forms 
continued till xv; but as early as Xii wk. 
forms are extant, esp. in texts of northerly 
provenance, which suggests that they may 
be of Scand. origin (cf. Sw. pt. flydde, Da. 
flyede). Flee and fly in OE. had identical pt. 
and pp., and in later usage became inter- 
changeable in sense. In present use, the 
pt. and pp. of fly in the sense ‘to run away’ 
are fled, the present flee (which in north. 
dial. repr. formally both fléon to flee and 
fléogan to fly) having become rhet. or poet. 


fleece flis woolly covering of a sheep, etc. 
OE. flēos = Du. vhes, MHG. vlies (G. 
vlies) :- WGerm. *fleusaz, and OE. fiës 
(WS. fies) — MLG. vliis, MDu. vluus, 
MHG. vclius (early modG. fleusz, flüsz) :- 
WGerm. flys *fleusiz-, rel. to MLG., MHG. 
vlüs sheepskin (G. flaus woollen coat) :- 
*flüsaz; prob. ult. rel. to the base of L. 
plima feather, PLUME. Hence fleece vb. 
lit. and fig. XVI. 

fleer flier ftgrin, grimace XIV; laugh mock- 
ingly, smile scornfully, gibe xv. prob. of 
Scand. origin; cf. Norw. and Sw. dial. flira, 
Da. dial. flire grin, laugh unbecomingly. 

fleet! flit company of ships, naval force. 
OE. fléot (once) ship or ships coll., f. fleotan 
float, swim, FLEET?. 

fleet? flit (dial) run of water OE.; (hist.) 
The Fleet that flowing into the Thames 
between Ludgate Hil and Fleet Street; 
(hence) the prison near it. xir. OE. fleot 
(also fléote or -a), corr. to OF ris. flét, (M)Du. 
vliet, MHG. vliez, ON. fljót, f. Germ. *fleut- 
FLEET?. 

fleet? flit Tfloat OE. ; (arch.) flow or glide 
away Xil. OE. fleotan float, swim — OFrTis. 
fliata, OS. fliotan (Du. vlieten), OHG. fliozan 
(G. fliessen), ON. fljóta float, flow :- CGerm. 
(exc. Goth.) str. vb. *fleutan; f. IE. *pleud- 
*plud- (repr. also by Lith. phüsti Lett. 
pludét float, pludt flood), extension of *pleu- 
*plou- *plu- (repr. by Gr. plein :- *plerein 
sail, plofs sailing, ploton ship, ON. fley 
(poet.) ship, OSI. pluti, Skr. pldvatz swim, 
sal, L. pluere rain; cf. FLY?. Surviving 
mainly in fleetinc? fli-tin ppl. adj. Tfloat- 
ing, swimming OE.; tshifting, inconstant 
XIII; passing quickly away XVI. 

fleet! flit swift. xvi (Skelton). prob. much 
older if - ON. fljótr, *fliotr, £. Germ. *fleut- 
(see prec.). 

Flemish fle:mif pert. to Flanders or its in- 
habitants xiv (Ch. has Flaundryssh); sb. the 
form of Dutch spoken in Flanders XVIII. 
- ON. Flemskr ~ MDu. Vidmisch (Du. 
Vlaamsch). So assim. to Fleming native of 
Flanders (xiv, Ch.) - ON. Fizmingi - MDu. 
Vladming, f. Vidm-, whence Vlaanderen Flan- 
ders ; see -ISH!, -1NG*. 
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FLENSE 


flense flens cut up the fat of a whale, skin 
a seal. xIx. —Da. flense = Norw. flinsa, 
flunsa flay. Also flench, flinch (Scott). 


flesh flef soft substance of an animal body; 
meat; corporeal form. OE. flésé = OF ris. 
flask, OS. flésk (Du. vleesch), OHG. fleise 
(G. fleisch), ON. flesk swine’s flesh, pork, 
bacon :- CGerm. (exc. Gothic) *flaiskaz, 
-iz; an s-less form of the base is found in 
OE. filz flesh, flicée FLITCH, the orig. mean- 
ing being ‘slice, slit, split’ (cf. Lith. plezkiz 
slit open a fish). Hence flesh vb. reward 
(a hawk, etc.) with a portion of the quarry; 
inure to bloodshed, gen. initiate; inflame, 
incite; plunge into flesh xv1; cf. F. acharner. 
fle-shLy? flésélié. fle:shror. xvi 
(Coverdale). fle:shv!. xiv (Ch.). 


fletcher fle:tfo1(hist.) arrow-maker. xiv.- OF. 
flech(t)er, f. fleche arrow (whence Pr. fleca, 
Sp. flecha, Pg. frecha, It. freccia), of unkn. 
origin; see -ER®, @ Survives as a surname 
and in the title of a City livery company. 


fleur-de-lis fl3idoli-, ||Adérdalz iris flower; 

heraldic lily. xix. The present form super- 
seded the older forms in xix ; late ME. flour 
de lys - OF. flour de lys, i.e. flour FLOWER, 
de of, lis (L. lilium LILY); late ME. and 
early modE. flower de lice or delice (cf. AN. 
pl. fleurs delices x111) was assoc. with a fanci- 
ful L. flos deliciz ‘flower of delight’ ; a modi- 
fied form of this, lower-de-luce (xv1, Spenser ; 
in Amer. use since XVII), is unexpl. 


fleury, flory flö'ri, flori (her.) decorated 
with fleur-de-lis. xv. ~OF. floré, flouré 
(mod. fleuré), f. fleur FLOWER; see -v*. So 
fleuretté flireti. xv1.(O)F., f. flewrette, dim. 
ot fleur. 

flew fli see FLOW, FLY?®. 


flews flaz chaps of a hound. xvi (Turber- 
vile). Of unkn. origin. 


flex? fleks bend. xvi. f. flex-, pp. stem of 
L. flectere bend (cf. CIRCUMFLEX, INFLECT, 
REFLECT). So fle:xisrLE. xv (Hoccleve). 
-(O)F. or L. flexion fle-kfon bending; 
inflexion. XVIL. — L. flexio(n-); so F., Sp. 
flex-unE. xvi. = L. 
flex? fleks flexible insulated electric wire. 1907 
(beside flexible). Shortening of FLEXIBLE. 


flibbertigibbet fli:bostid si bit (dial.) chatter- 
ing person xv; flighty woman xv1 (Latimer); 
Tname of a fend xvir; character so nick- 
named in Scotts ‘Kenilworth’? (1821); 
hence, impish urchin. The earliest forms, 
flibbergib, flebergebet (also flepergebet, Castle 
Persev.), are perh. imit. of senseless chatter ; 
the expanded form was familiarized by 
Flibbertigibbet in Sh. ‘Lear’ 111 iv 20, which 
is based on Fliberdigibbet in Harsnet’s 
‘Popular Impostures’ (1603); perh. assoc. 
with gibbet. 

flick! flik slight blow as with the end or tip 
of something. XV. imit.; cf. E. flicflac crack- 
ing of a whip (xv). Hence flick vb. xix. 


flick? flik (pl.) cinema show. xx. Short for 
FLICKER, as in flicker-palace cinema. 


FLIPPANT 


flicker fl:kor Tflutter, hover OE. ; tfondle, 
dally x111; flutter, vibrate xv; burn fitfully, 
flash up and die away xvit. OE. flicorian, 
flycerian (cf. LG. flickern, Du. flikkeren), 
synon. in its earliest use with ME. flakere, 
dial. flacker, prob. repr. an OE. *flacorian, 
f. flacor (of arrows) flying, f. imit. base *flak-, 
repr. also in MHG. ewlackern flicker (G. 
flackern), ON. flokra, flokta flutter. Hence 
fli-cker sh. xix. 


flight’ flait act of flying OE.; collection of 
beings or things flying together x111; volley 
(of missiles} xvr; set of steps (so F. volée) 
xviL. OE. flyht, corr. to OS, fluht (M)Du. 
vlucht s= WGerm. *fluyti, f. weak grade 
of *fleugzan FLY*. Hence flighty! tswift, 
rapid xvI; given to flights of fancy, etc. ; in- 
constant XVIII. 


flight? flait act of fleeing. OE. *flyht — 
OFris. flecht, OS., OHG. fluht (Du. vlucht, 
G. fluchi), ON. flótti :- Germ. *5luxtiz, f. 
weak grade of *Pleuxan FLEE. 

flimsy  flimzi slight, frail, trivial. xvi 
(Dict. of Canting Crew). orig. dial. or sl. ; 
prob. based on flim-flam nonsense, hum- 
bug, adj. frivolous, vain (xvr), symbolic 
redupl. formation with vowel variation like 
fiddle-faddle, sohim-wham. © Connexion 
with W. llymsi bare, empty is not probable, 
and ON. flim lampoon, libel, is remote in 
sense, 


flinch flint{ give way, draw back xvr; shrink 
or wince from pain xvii. — OF. flenchir, 
flainchir tuxn aside - WGerm. *ylagkjan, 
whence (M)HG. lenken bend, turn; rel. to 
LANK, LINK!. 


flinders íflindouz (dial) shivers, splinters. 
XV. prob. of Scand. origin (cf. Norw. 
flindra thin chip or splinter). 
fling fliy pt. and pp. flung flag (intr.) move 
with violence xin; kick out; (trans.) cast, 
hurl xiv (Barbour). First recorded from the 
south-eastern texts 'Kyng Alisaunder' and 
‘Arthour & Merlin’; perh. = ON. unre- 
corded *flinga, rel. to flengja (Sw. fldnga, 
Da. fldnge) flog, but the sense is remote. 
flint flint kind of hard stone. OE. flint = 
MDu. clint, rel. to OHG. (G. dial.) flins; 
perh. rel. to Gr. plinthos tile (see PLINTH). 
flip flip give a smart blow or jerk to; strike 
(something) in this way. xvi. prob. contr. 
of FILLIP; but cf. flip-flap (xvi, Skelton), 
redupl. formation on FLAP, denoting a re- 
peated flapping movement. Hence as sb. 
xvit (Locke). 
flip? flip mixture of beer and spirit sweet- 
ened and heated with a hot iron. XVII 
(Congreve). perh. f. prec. vb. with the 
notion of ‘whipping up’ into froth. 
flippant firpont tnimble, pliant; Tvoluble, 
glib xvir; showing unbecoming levity XVIII. 
f. FLiP! H- -ANT, perh. in imitation of heraldic 
adjs., as couchant, rampant, trippant. Q Flip 
adj. 1s used dial. in the first two senses. 
Hence fli-ppancy. XVIII. 


[362] 


FLIRT 


FLOSS 





flirt flaxt A. Tsmart stroke; sudden jerk; 
B. Tflighty woman xvr; one who plays at 
courtship xviir (Richardson). This, with 
the corr. vb. of similar date and parallel 
meanings, seems to be an imit. formation; 
for the initial sounds cf. flick, flip, tflerk, for 
the final, spurt, squirt. Hence flirta:TION. 
XVII; whence flirta‘TIOUS xIx. 


flit flit remove to another place, trans. and 
intr, X11 (Orm); (naut.) shift (a block, etc.) ; 
altered to fleet xvii. — ON. flytja, f. *flut-, 
weak grade of the base of fljóta (see FLEET?). 


flitch flitf side of a hog. OE. /flicce, corr. to 
MLG. vli(c)ke, ON. flikki (whence dial. 
flick from xv) = Germ. *flikkjam, f. *flik-, 
as in ON. flik rag. 


fliter flittax fly or flutter about. xv. f. 

FLIT-F-ER*. Cf. G. flittern glimmer, OHG. 
fhtarezzen flatter. Hence fli-tterwousE 
(dial.) bat. xvr; after Du. vledermuis or G. 
fledermaus (OHG. fledermis, f. fledarón 
flutter). Q Syns. of similar form are (dial.) 
flickermouse (xvii, Cotgr., Jonson), flinder- 
mouse (XV, Caxton), fluttermouse (XVII). 


float flout rest on the surface of liquid. 
Late OE. flotian = OS. flotén (MDu. 
vloten), ON. flota:-Germ. *flotéjan, f. 
*flot-, weak grade of base of FLEET!, Rein- 
forced in ME. by, if not entirely due to, OF. 
floter (mod. flotter) — Sp. flotar, It. fiottare 
:- Rom.  *flottàre, prob.- Germ. *flot-. 
floata:tion see FLOTATION. So float sb. 
floating state OE.; floating object (e.g. cork 
or quill supporting a baited line); broad, 
level, shallow vessel. xv. Of mixed origin; 
OE. flot floating == ON., flot; OE. flota 
ship, fleet = ON. floti; various mod. uses 
are f. the vb. 


flocculent flo-kjülont like flocks of wool. 
XIX. f. L.floccus FLOCK?-- -ULENT. 


flock! flok band or company, esp. of 

(domestic) animals. OE. floce = MLG. 
vlocke, ON. flokkr (in OE. and ON. used 
only of an assemblage of persons) ; of unkn. 
origin, Hence flock vb. ftrans. and intr. 
xiii (La5., Cursor M.). 


flock? flok tuft of wool, etc. xu. —(O)F. 
floc = Pr., Rum. floc, Sp. flueco, It. fiocco 
- L. floccu-s. The relation to similar synon. 
Germ, words is undetermined, viz. MDu. 
vlocke (Du. vlok), OHG. floccho (G. flocke), 
MSw. flokker, ON. fidki felt, hair, wool; but 
the MDu. may be partly the source of the 
Eng. word. 


floe flou sheet of floating ice. XIX. prob. 

— Norw. flo layer, level piece :- ON. fld 
layer, stratum. Cf. FLaw!, Q The earlier 
word was flake (XVI). 


flog flog beat, thrash. xvtr. Recorded as a 
cant word by Coles 1676. Initial fl is cha- 
racteristic of words imit. of striking or beat- 
ing, as (dial.) flack, flap, flick, flirt; perh. 
suggested by L., flagelldre FLAGELLATE. 


fiood flad flowing in of the tide; body of 
flowing water; deluge, inundation. OE. 
flod, corr. to OF ris., OS. fldd (Du. vloed), 
OHG, fliuot (G. flut), ON. flóð, Goth. flõdus 
:- CGerm. *flöðuz, -am, f. *flő- = TE. *plo- 
(as in Gr. plóein swim, plétés navigable). 
For the pronunc. cf. blood. 


floor floor level layer of boards, stone, etc. 
OE. flór, corr. to (M)Du. vloer, MHG. vluor 
(G. flur), ON. flór :- Germ. *flóru-z; rel. 
to Olr. lär, W. lilawr :- Celtic *plar-. 
Hence floor vb. cover with a íioor xv; 
bring to the ground xvii. 


floose, fluce flüs small coin of N. Africa, 
Arabia, India, etc. xvi (flus)  -— Arab. 
fulus, pl. of fals. 


flop flop flap heavily, move clumsily; fall, 
collapse XVII. var. of FLAP, expressive of a 
duller or heavier sound. 


flora flio-ra (F-) goddess of flowering 
plants xvr (Dunbar); plant life of a region, 
period, etc. Xvtii1 (as a book-title xvir). L., 
f. flor-, flos FLOWER. So flo:raL!. xvi. —- L. 
florális or directly f. L. flor-. 

Florentine flo:rontain inhabitant of (xv), or 
pert. to Florence, Tuscany xvi. — F. floren- 
tin or L., Florentinus, f. Florentia ; see -NE!. 


florescence flóre:sons (state or period of) 
flowering. xvir. - modL. florescentia, f. 
prp. stem of L. fléréscere, inceptive of florére ; 
see FLOURISH, -ESCENCE. Cf, inflorescence. 


floret flda-rit (bot.) small flower. xvir. f. 
L. flór-, flós FLOWER - -ET. 


florid florid Tflourishing, blooming; (of 
style) flowery ; ruddy. xvii. = F. floride or L. 
flöridus, f. flos, flor- flower ; see FLOURISH, ~ID*. 


florilegium  floriliz-d3jiom methodical col- 
lection of (literary) flowers. XVIIL. modL. 
(L. flés FLOWER, legere gather), tr. Gr. 
antholdgion ANTHOLOGY. 


florin florin gold coin first issued at 
Florence in 1252 xiv; English gold coin of 
Edward III's reign xv; two-shilling piece 
1849. — (O)F. florin — It. fiorino, f. fiore 
FLOWER; the coin orig. so named bore the 
figure of a lily on the obverse and on the 
reverse the Latin name of the city, Florentia, 
whence the use of OF. and ME. (to early 
modEng.) florence for the coin. 


florist fli-rist, flja-rist cultivator of or 
dealer in flowers. xvi. f. IL. flór-, flos 
FLOWER -+ -IST, after F. fleuriste or Ít. fiorista. 


floruit flo'ruit period of ‘flourishing’. XIX. 
L., 3rd sg. pt. indic. of florére FLOURISH. 
(| For similar use of such a part of the L. 
vb. cf. habitat, tenet, Ttenent. 


flory see FLEURY. 


floss flos rough silk. xvuit (also floss-silk). 
Early forms also flosh, flox — F. floche, as in 
soie floche floss-silk (hence It. seta floscia, 
Du. floszijde), OF. flosche down, pile of 
velvet; of unkn. origin. 
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fiotation, floatation floutei-fan floating. 
XIX. f£. FLOAT vb.+-ATION, after F. flottatson, 
as in ligne de flotiaison. The sp. with flot- 
has been adopted to make the word con- 
form to the foll., and rotation. 


flotilla flouti-lo small fleet. xvii. = Sp. 
flotilla, dim. of flota = Pr. flota, OF. flote 
group, company (mod. flotte fleet), rel. to 
flot(t)er FLOAT. 


flotsam filo-tsom floating wreckage. XVI. 
Early forms also flotsen, -son, -zam, -zan 
- AN. floteson, f. floter FLOAT. For the form 
cf. JETSAM. 


flounce! flauns dash or plunge with violent 

or jerky motion. xvi. Of obscure origin 
(like bounce, pounce, trounce); connexion 
with Norw. flunsa hurry, Sw. dial. flunsa 
fall with a splash, cannot be asserted. 


flounce? flauns ornamental appendage to 
a dress-skirt. xvin. Alteration, prob. by 
assim. to FLOUNCE}, of earlier T/frounce 
wrinkle, fold, pleat (Ch., Gower) - (O)F. 
fronce, £. froncir wrinkle - Germ. *yrugkjan 
(cf. ON. hrukka, MHG. runke wrinkle), 
whence medL. fruncetura (Reichenau 
Glosses). So flounce vb. xviir; cf. T/rounce 
vb. wrinkle (x11), frizz, curl, pleat (xvi). 


flounder: flau:ndaz flat-fish, Pleuronectes 

Flesus. xiv. ~ AN. floundre (in AL. flundra 
xir) OF. (mod. Norman dial) flondre, 
prob. of Scand. origin (cf. OSw. flundra, 
Da. fiynder, ON. flyàra :- *flunprion). 


flounder? flau:ndor tstumble, plunge or 
© tumble about clumsily. xvi. prob. blending 
of FOUNDER and BLUNDER, assisted by the 
frequency of fl- in words expressing im- 
petuous, clumsy, or rough movement, e.g. 
fling, flounce. 


flour flauo: ‘flower’ or finer portion of 
meal, (now) wheat meal xir; fine powder 
resulting from pulverizing xiv. Differen- 
tiated sp. of FLOWER (ME. flour of huete ; cf. 
F. fleur de farine pure wheaten flour) ; the sp. 
flower continued till early x1x and is the only 
form recognized by J., though Cruden’s 
Concordance to the Bible (1738) has the 
distinction. 


flourish flarif A. tblossom, flower xii 
(Cursor M.); thrive xiv (R. Rolie); be in the 
prime xiv (Trevisa); B. tadorn, embellish 
xiir (Cursor M.); C. Tdisplay, parade; 
brandish xiv (Wycl); brag, swagger XVI. 
—- (O)F. floriss-, lengthened stem (see -1sH?) 
of florir (mod. fleurir) = Pr. florir, It. fiorire 
:t- Rom. *florire, for L. florére, f. flor- 
FLOWER. Hence flou:rish sb. A. (dial.) mass 
of bloom; tvigour, prime xv1; B. embellish- 
ment XVII; C. brandishing of a weapon; 
fanfare XVI. 


flout faut treat mockingly. xvi. perh. 
~ Du. fluiten whistle, play the FLUTE, hiss 
(uitfluiten); cf. synon. G. colloq. pfeifen auf 
‘pipe at’. 


FLUKE 


flow flou move in a current; gush, well 
forth; be in flood. OE. fldwan, pt. fléow, 
pp- flówen, f. Germ. *fló-, whence also ON. 
fida lood, MLG. vlõien, Du. vloeien fow and 
FLOOD. The sense-development has been 
infl. by unrelated L. fluere, of which it is the 
usual rendering. The orig. str. conj. flow, 
flew, flown, began to be superseded by wk. 
forras in the pt. in early ME. ; the pp. per- 
sisted till xviir and survives arch. or as a 
blunder (esp. in overflown, for overflowed). 


flower flauor A. reproductive organ in 
plants; blossom; choicest individual XII 
(perh. xit, and the earliest use); period of 
flourishing xiv; state of blooming xvir (in 
flower, tin flowers); B. pl. menses; pulver- 
ized form of a chemical substance XIV; 
fungoid growth xvi. ME. flur, flour - AN. 
flur, OF. flour, flor (mod. fleur) = Pr., Cat. 
flor, It. fiore, Rum. floare :—- L. flórem, nom. 
flós :- ClItalic deriv. with s (corr. to OE. 
blóstma BLOSSOM) of IE. *bAló- (see BLow?, 
BLADE, BLOOM). Ín B depending on uses of 
L. flés and Gr. dv@os, but the sense ‘menses’ 
has been referred by some to L.. fiuórés, pl. 
of rLUOR. Hence flower vb. xim; prob. 
after OF. florir, flouri FLOURISH. Hence 
flowe:ry!. xiv (Ch.) ; OE. had florisé. @ Cf. 
deflower, inflorescence, and the differentiated 
FLOUR, 


flown floun see FLOW, FLY’. 
fluce see FLOOSE. 


flu(e) fli collog. shortening of INFLUENZA 
XIX (Southey). 


fluctuate fla‘ktjueit move like a wave, pass 
to and fro. xvii. f. pp. stem of L. fluctuáre, 
f. fluctus current, flood, wave, tempest, f. 
fluct-, pp. stem of fluere flow ; see -ATE*. So 
fluctua-TION vacillation xv; alternate rise 
and fall xvi. - (O)F. or L.. 


flue fla chimney, smoke duct in this, etc. 
XVI (flew). Of unkn. origin; the primary 
meaning is uncertain. 


fluent flü'ont flowing freely or easily (lit. 
and fig.) ; ready in speech. xvi. = L. fluent-, 
-éns, prp. of fluere flow; see -ENT. Q Cf. 
fluid, flux, efflux ; affluent, confluent, effluent, 
-ence; influence; mellifluous, superfluous; 
fluctuate. 


fluff flaf light feathery stuff. xviir (Grose). 
prob. of dial. origin and alteration of flue 
tdown (xv, the f being symbolic of puffing 
away some light substance; cf. Flem. vluwe, 


Du. fluweel. 


fluid flürid having the property of flowing 
xv (Chauliac); sb. xvir (Boyle). - (O)F. 
fluide or L. fluidus, f. fluere flow; see -1Dp!. 
Hence flui-dity. xvii (Florio). 


fluke! flak flat fish, esp. flounder OE.; 
parasitic worm resembling this xvii. OE. 
fic, corr. to ON. fidki, rel. by gradation to 
MLG., MDu. flac, OHG. flah (G. flach) 
flat; ult. IE. *plaq- is further repr. by Gr. 
plakoas, L. placenta flat cake. 
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fluke? flak triangular plate on either arm 
of an anchor xvi; triangular extremity of a 
whale's tail xvin. perh. transf. use of 
FLUKE!, from its shape. 

fluke?’ flük (orig. billards) successful stroke 
made by chance. xix. perh. of dial. origin 
(cf. dial. fluke guess, miss in fishing); but 
poss. a pun on FLUKE! with allusion to its 
Syn. FLOUNDER!. 

flummery fl4:mori (dial.) kind of porridge 
XVII; transf. mere flattery, humbug xviii. 
- W. llymru, of unkn. origin; fl- (tthl-) is 
used to express the sound of W. //-, as in 
Shakespeare's Fluellen (Llewelyn), and in 
Floyd (Liwyd); cf. tfluellin speedwell (- W 
llysiau Llewelyn). 

flummox flA:meks (sl.) confound, bewilder. 
xIX (Dickens). prob. of dial. origin ; cf. dial. 
flummock confuse, flummox maul, mangle, 
flummocky slovenly, beside slummack slat- 
tern; imit. or symbolic formations. 

flump flamp (colloq.) fall or throw down 
heavily. xix. imit.; cf. dump, plump, slump. 


flunkey flapki man in livery xvin; obse- 
quious person xvin (J. Sinclair, Burns). 
orig. Sc., brought into Eng. use by Hood 
and Thackeray ; poss. f. flanker one who 
stands at a person’s FLANK-++ -¥®. 

fluo- (chem.) comb. form of FLUORINE. XIX 
Davy). 

fluor fià-o1 Tflux,fluid state; (after Agricola, 
1546, tr. G. flüsse) one of a class of minerals 
used as fluxes XVII ; mineral of this kind con- 
taining fluorine (esp. fluor-spar) XVIII. 
Hence fluore-scENCE, -ESCENT 1852 (Stokes) ; 
after opalescence. So flu-orine non-metallic 
element of the halogen group. xix (Davy). 
— F. fiuorine (Ampére) ; see -INEP. 

flurry fla‘ri sudden gust xvii; sudden agita- 
tion or commotion XVIII. f. tflurr scatter, 
ruffe, fly up with a whirr, prob. after hurry. 
Hence flu-rry vb. agitate, confuse. XVIII. 

flush? flas fly up suddenly. xr. First in pt. 
forms fliste, fluste, the vocalism of which 
suggests an OE. *flyscan, of imit. origin. 


flush? flAf hand containing cards all of one 
suit. xvi (Skelton). - OF. flus, fluz, flux 
(whence Flem. fluys and Sp. flux, It. tflusso) 
— L. fluxus FLUX. 


flush? flaf A. (of liquids) rush out suddenly 
or copiously xv1; B. emit light or glow 
suddenly; produce or show heightened 
colour XVII. orig. identical with FLUSH!, 
the notion of sudden movement being 
common to the two vbs.; the range of 
meaning is similar to that of FLASH. 

flush* flaf abundantly full, plentifully sup- 
plied xvii (Dekker, Sh.); even, level with 
XVIII. prob. f. prec. 

flushing fla'fin rough thick woollen cloth. 
XiX. f. name of Flushing (Du. Vlissingen), 
a port in Holland. 

fluster fla‘stoz excite, esp. with drink (xv) 
XVII; intr. for pass. xvi; flurry xviir. Ex- 
cept ‘for a late isolated and doubtful ME. vbl. 








sb. flostyrynge, first in Sh. ‘Othello’ 11 iii 60 ; 
of unkn. origin, but resembling in sense 
Icel. flaustr hurry, flausira bustle. 


flute flit cylindrical musical wind-instru- 
ment with holes along its length xiv; chan- 
nel, furrow, groove xvir. The earliest forms 
are flowte (Ch.), floite (xiv), in XVI-XVII 
often fluit — OF. flahute, fléute, fldute (mod. 
flûte), prob. — Pr. fldut (whence also Sp. 
flauta, It. flauto), perh. blending of flaujol, 
flauja (cf. FLAGEOLET) with laut LUTE. Cf. 
MHG. floite (G. flöte), Du. fluit = F. So 
fiute vb. xıv (Ch.); channel, groove xvi. 
~ (O)F. flëuter (mod. flûter). 
flutter flatox Tfloat to and fro; flap the 
wings rapidly OE.; quiver, tremble ex- 
citedly. xvi. OE. floterian, -orian frequent. 
of Germ. *flut-; see FLEET?, -ER', and cf. 
synon. G. flattern, Tflotteren, flutteren. 


fluvial flü-viel pert. to a river. xiv (Tre- 
visa). —L. fluvidlis, f. fluvius river, prop. 
adj. formation on base of fluere flow; see 
-AL!. So flu-viatitz. xvi. - F.- L. fluviá- 
“lis, f. fluvidtus moistened, wet, £f. fluvius. 


flux flaks copious flowing of blood, etc. xiv 
(Wycl. Bible, PPL;) (gen.) flowing; conti- 
nuous succession XVI; incoming tide )( reflux 
XVII; substance facilitating fusion (earlier 
+fluss ~ G. fluss) xvii. In early use (xtv-xvi1) 
also Tflix —- E: flux or L. fluxus (whence 
also Pr. flux, Sp. fluxo, It. flusso), f. fluere 
flow (cf. FLUENT). So fluxion fl4:kfon tflow, 
flowing xv1; (math.) rate of change of a 
continuously varying quantity xviir (after 
Newton). - F. or L. 


fly! flai winged insect, spec. two-winged 

insect of the family Muscidz. OE. flyge, 
fléoge = OS., OHG. flioga (Du. vlieg, G. 
fliege) += WGerm. 3m j)on, f. *fleuzan 
(see next); cf. ON. ft 


fly? flai move eee wings; (now in pres. 
stem only) flee. OE. flgogan, pt. fléah, flugon, 
pp. flogen = OFris. flidga, OS. *fliogan 
(Du. viiegen), OHG. fliogan (G. fliegen), ON. 
fljiga :- CGerm. (exc. Goth.) *fleuzan, pt. 
*flauz, *flugum, pp. *flugonaz, f. IE. *pleuk-, 
extension of “leu-, parallel to *pleud- 
FLEET*®, The normal ME. pt. flegh was at 
first replaced by the type flough, flow, which 
was transferred from the pl. to the sg. ; this 
was finally superseded by flew, an unex- 
plained form but perh. due to assoc. with 
the pt. of FLow, the pp. of which had be- 
come identical with that of fly. In comb. 
applied to things attached by an edge, e.g. 
fly-leaf, -sheet, -wheel. Hence fly-En!, fli-er. 
Xv. 


fiy? flai flight xv; speed-regulating device, 
compass card, etc. XVI; ;'a stage-coach, dis- 
tinguished by this name, in order to impress 
the belief of its extraordinary quickness in 
travelling" (J.) xvin; light carriage xix. f. 
FLY, 


fly* flai (sl.) sharp, wide awake. xix. prob. 
f. prec., but the etymol. notion is not clear. 


[365] 


FLYBOAT 


flyboat fiarbout Tfast-sailing vessel xvi; 
swift boat used on canals xix. orig. - Du. 
vlieboot boat used orig. on the Vie, a channel 
leading out of the Zuyder Zee; later assoc. 
with rLv!. 'l'he word has passed into other 
Eur. langs., as F. flibot, Sp. flibote, G. flie- 
boot. 

foal foul colt or filly. OE. fola = OFris. 
fola, OS. folo, MDu. voles, (also mod.) 
veulen, OHG. folo (G. fohlen n.), ON. foli, 
Goth. fula :- CGerm. *folon, rel. to synon. 
L. pullus, Gr. polos, Arm. ul. Cf. FILLY. 


foam foum aggregation of bubbles formed 
on the surface of liquid by agitation, fer- 
mentation, etc.; frothy saliva. OF. fam = 
(O)HG. feim:- WGerm. *faimaz, am: 
IE. *poimo-, rel. to L. pūmex PUMICE, OSI. 
(pl.) pény (Russ. péna), Skr. phénas foam, 
corr. to Lith. spdiné, L. spima (:— *spoimd) 
SPUME. llence foam vb. xiv; superseding 
OE. fgman (ME. feme) = OHG., feimen :- 
WGerm. *faimjan. 
fob! fob cheat, trick, put off deceitfully. xv. 
Parallel to tfop vb. and G. foppen quiz, 
banter. Hence fob sb. trick. xvi. Q ME. 
Jobbe impostor coupled with synon. faitour 
(once in PPI.) is isolated. 


fob? fob small pocket. xvir (Brome). orig. 
cant term; prob. of G. origin (cf. G. dial. 
fuppe pocket, fuppen vb.). 

fo’c’sle see FORECASTLE. 


focus fou-kss, pl. foct foursai, focus(s)es 
fou'kosiz point towards which lines, rays, 
etc., converge XVII (Boyle, Hobbes); point 
at which an object must be situated so that 
a well-defined image of it may be produced 
by the lens; centre of activity XVIII. = L. 
focus fireplace, domestic hearth, in pop. 
lang. repl. ignis fire (hence in Rom., e.g. 
F. feu, Sp. fuego, It. fuoco, Rum. foc). So 
fo:cAL!. xvin. — modL. focális. 
fodder fo-dox (now sl) food; spec. cattle 
food. OE. fédor = MLG. véder, (M)Du. 
voeder, OHG. fuotar (G. futter), ON. fédr 
:- Germ. *fédram, f. *féd- (see FOOD, 
FOSTER). 
foe fou adversary in mortal feud or combat, 
enemy. Early ME. fā, fō, pl. fän, fön, 
aphetic reduction of ifā(n), iföln), OE. 
gefa(n), assisted by famon, foman, late OE. 
fahmon; OE. gefd, sb. use of gefah at feud 
(with) = OHG. gaféh (MHG. gevéch, gevé) 
<- WGerm. *zafaixa, f. *ea- Y--L-*faixy- 
(OE. fah at feud, hostile, OF ris. fa@ch liable 
to punishment), whence also OE. fzhp, 
OHG. (ga) fehida (see FEUD), and OS. dféhian 
treat as an enemy; ult. origin unkn. Hence 
foe-MAN. OE.; chiefly poet., revived by 
Scott. 


foetus fi:tas young in the womb or egg. 

xiv (Trev.). — L. fétus (often miswritten 
foetus) pregnancy, giving birth, young off- 
spring, produce, abstr. sb. parallel to adj. 
fétus pregnant, productive, prob. rel. to fë- 
cundus FECUND, fémina woman (see FEMI- 
NINE). 


-FOLD 


fog fog thick mist. xvi. Identical in form 
with (dial.) fog aftermath grass, long or 
rank grass (XIV), moss (xv), whence foggy 
boggy, spongy, murky, (of flesh) flabby (xv1), 
whence perh. (by back-formation) fog thick 
mist (XVI), but the sense-development is not 
clear, and the evidence is insufficient for a 
final judgement; possibly ult. of Scand. 
origin (cf. Norw. fogg long-strawed, weak, 
scattered grass in a moist meadow). «f An 
earlier occurrence of fog is implied in foggage 
(privilege of) pasturing cattle on fog, which 
occurs as AL. fogagtum c.1200. 


fog(e)y fowgi (colloq.) old-fashioned fellow. 
xvin. rel. to sl. fogram (xvii) antiquated, 
old-fashioned (person), of unkn. origin. 


fogger now dial. exc. as in PETTIFOGGER. 


foible forbl failing, weakness. xvi. -F. 
foible, var. of faible FEEBLE. 


foil! foil tread under foot xiir; overthrow, 
discomfit; frustrate, ba(u)lk xvi. perh. - 
AN. *fuler, var. of (O)F. fouler = Pr. folar, 
Sp. Ahollar, 1t. follare :- Rom. *fullare, f. 
L. full6 FULLER. 

foil? foil tleaf; thin sheet of metal xiv ; thin 
leaf of metal placed under a precious stone 
to increase its brilliance, etc.; a thing that 
serves by contrast to set off another thing 
XVI. (1) - OF. foil = Pr. folh, It. foglio :— L. 
folium leaf, perh. rel. to Gr. phúllon ; (ii) OF. 
foille (mod. feuille) = Pr. folha, Sp. hoja, 
It. foglia :- L. folia, pl. of folium (n. pl. 
taken as fem. sg.). 


foil? foil small-sword with blunt edge and 
blunted points. xvi. Of unkn. origin. 


foin foin thrust with a pointed weapon. 
XIV. prob. f. OF. foine, foisne (mod. 
fouine) three-pronged fish-spear :—- L. fuscina 
trident. 
foison forzn (dial) power, capacity XiII 
(Cursor M.) ; (arch.) plenty, abundance XIII. 
-(O)F.foison — Pr.foizó - Rom. *füsiónem, 
for L. füsio(nem) outpouring (see FUSION). 


foist foist Tpalm (a die) so as to be able to 
introduce it when required ; introduce sur- 
reptitiously or unwarrantably. xvi. prob. 
— Du. dial. vuisten, f. vuist FIST!. Cf. JOIST. 


fold! fould enclosure for domestic animals. 
OE. fald, contr. of faled, falod, -ud, corr. to 
OS. faled, MLG. valt, Du. vaalt. Hence 
fold vb. shut up in a fold. OE. faldian. 


fold? fould double or bend over upon itself; 
lay (the arms) together. OF. faldan, fealdan 
pt. féold, pp. fealden = MDu. vouden (Du. 
vouwen), OHG. faltan (G. falten, ON. 
falda (pt. félt), Goth. falþan, pt. faifalþ = 
Germ. redupl. str. vb. *falban; t-exten- 
sion of IE. *pel- *pl- (cf. Gr. dil paltos, dil- 
pldsios twofold, ha|pióos simple), with a 
parallel k-extension in L. plicãre fold, PLAIT. 
Hence fold sb. x111 (Cursor M.), 


-fold fould OE. -fald (-feald) = OFris., 


OS. -fald (Du. -voud), (O)HG. -falt, ON. 
-faldr, Goth. -falps, CGerm. terminal el. 
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rel. to FOLD? and equiv. Gr. -paltos, -plasios, 
and more remotely Gr. Aa| plós single, di|plós 
double (L. duplus); like the Gr. and L. 
equivs. appended to cardinal numerals and 
adjs. meaning 'many', orig. with the sense 
‘folded in two, etc., or many folds’, ‘plaited 
in so many strands’, becoming chiefly arith- 
metical multiplicatives. In OE. the adjs. 
were already used as sbs. and advs. (the 
advb. notion being expressed also by such 
phr. as be fiffealdum, be manigfealdum, later 
thy fivefold, tby manifold). 

foliage fou'liidz leaves collectively. xv. 
Early forms foillage, fuellage (assim. later 
to L. folium) - (O)F. feuillage, tfoillage, f. 
feuille; see FOIL?, -AGE. 


foliation  foulierfon A. being in leaf, 
arrangement in leaves XVII; B. consecutive 
numbering of folios xix. In A f. L. folium: 
see FOIL”, -ATION. In B. f. FOLIO. 


folic fou-lik (chem.) name of an acid ob- 
tained orig. from spinach and abundant 
in green leaf. xx. irreg. f. L. folium 
FOIL! 4- -1C. 

folio fouliou A. leaf of paper, parchment, 
etc.; page of a ledger, orig. two opposite 
pages used concurrently; B. in folio in the 
form of a full-sized sheet folded once (hence 
simply folio adj. and sb.) xvi. In A a 
generalization of the medL. use of the abl. 
of L. folium leaf, FOIL?, in references 'at leaf 
so-and-so’ or a latinization of It. foglio; in 
B = It. in foglio. 

folk fouk (arch.) people, race; (arch.) men, 
people. OE. fole = OF ris. folk, OS., OHG. 
folc (Du., G. volk), ON. folk people, army, 
detachment :- CGerm. (exc. Goth.) *folkam, 
the orig. meaning of which is perh. best 
preserved in ON. Hence fo-Ik-Lore 1846 
(W. J. Thoms). fo-lk-sonc xrx. tr. G. volks- 
lied (Herder). Q From xrv the pl. folks has 
been used, and since xvii is the ordinary 
form, the sing. being arch. or dial. 


follicle fo-likl (anat., etc.) small sac. XVII 
(Sir T. Browne). -= L. folliculus little bag, 
dim. of follis bellows, perh. rel. to BALLE; 
see -CLE. 


follow fo-lou go or come after OE. ; walk 
in the footsteps of, copy, imitate. OE. 
folgian, corr. to OFris. fol(g)ia, fulgia, OS. 
folgon (Du. volgen), OHG. folgén (G. folgen), 
beside OE. fylgan (ME. filge, surviving till 
xv as filow, -oe), ON. fylgja accompany, 
help, lead, follow, pursue; f. CGerm. (exc. 
Goth.) *fulz-, of unkn. origin. €[ OE. fullgàn 
(-gangan) pt. fuléode complete, pursue (a de- 
sire), imitate, help = OS. fullgadn (-gangan), 
OHG. follegan, -gén are distinct in form 
and orig. in sense. 


folly fo-li quality or state of being foolish 
XIII; costly structure considered to have 
shown folly in the builder xvi. ~ (O)F. folie, 
f. fol foolish, FOOL, corr. to Pr. fol(h)ia, It. 
follia; see -Y?. In the second sense derived 
from a similar use of OF. folie, which 1s pre- 
served 1n modF, place-names, e.g. La folie- 


FONTANELLE 


Beaujon; the identity with this word is 
shown (xi) by its being rendered by L. 
stultitia, but there may have been in some 
instances blending with OF. fueillee (mod. 
feuillée) arbour, pleasance, country house 
(cf. medL. foleia and domus foleyze x111). 


fomalhaut fou:molhot (astron.) star in the 
Southern Fish. xvi. -— Arab. fum" 'lhaut 
mouth of the fish. 


foment foume-nt bathe with warm lotion; 
promote the growth of; foster, stimulate. 
xv. — (O)F. fomenter — late L. famentdre, f. 
fémentum lotion, poultice, len:itive :— *fove- 
mentum, f. fovére heat, cherish, f. IE. base 
*dhog’h- *dheg’h-, repr. also by Skr. ddhati, 
Lith. deg burn, Gr. téphrd (:— *dheg”hra) 
ash, ember; cf. DAY. 

fond fond (dial.) foolish, silly xrv (R. Rolle); 
(dial.) foolishly affectionate, doting ; Teager, 
desirous; having a strong liking (for) xvi. 
ME. fonned, -yd, having the form of a pp. 
of fon vb. (recorded later in xiv) be foolish, 
which is obscurely rel. to {fon sb. fool (xu, 
Cursor i he occurrence in E. 
(Wyclif only) and E. Anglian dial. (xvII—x1x) 
of the sense ‘insipid’, ‘of sickly flavour’, has 
suggested that the vb. fon orig. meant ‘lose 
savour ; but this sense is later than that of 
‘foolish’, and its source is of obscure origin; 
moreover, the chronology of the words as 
known suggests that ME. /fonned was 
directly f. fon sb.---ED? (cf. the etym. of 
wicked, wretched). @ Derivation from 
Scand. as repr. by Sw. fdn(e), MDa. fane 
fool, Icel. fémi vain person, swaggerer, 
though supported by the sense, seems to 
be ruled out on phonetic and other grounds, 
unless the shortening of the vowel took 
place on the addition of -ed, and the sb. and 
vb. fon are back-formations. 


fondant fo:ndont kind of sweetmeat that 
melts quickly in the mouth. xix. F., sb. use 
of prp. of fondre melt ; see FOUND, -ANT. 


fondle fond! tpamper xvu (Dryden); 
treat with fondness, caress xvIII. Back- 
formation from T/fondling (foolish person 
€. 1400, one who is fondly loved or caressed 
XVII), f. FoND---LiNG!, Cf. sidle, suckle. 
font! font receptacle for the water used in 
baptism. Late OE. font, var. of fant (also 
in comps. fantbap, -fat, -hálgung, -hálig, 
-weeter, and in ME. fon(t)stón, fan(t)stán) 
— Olr. fant, font- L. font-, fons spring, 
FOUNTAIN, in spec. eccl. use, fóns or fontes 
baptismi water(s) of baptism, whence OF. 
fonz, fonce (mod. fonts) m. pl., Pr. font, It. 
fonte. (OFris. font, funt, MDu. vonte (Du. 
doop|vont), ON. funir are prob. adoptions 
of the Eng. word.) ME. shows continua- 
tion of the OE. forms as font, fant, vant, 
beside adoption of AN. funz (OF. fonz) 
as funt (a regular Sc. form), fount. 
font? var. of FOUNT?. 


fontanelle fontəne'l (anat.) thollow be- 
tween muscles xvi; outlet for a discharge 
XVII; membranous space in the skull of an 
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FOOD 


infant XVIII. — F. fontanelle — modL. fonta- 
nella, latinization of OF. fontenelle, dim. of 
fontaine FOUNTAIN; see -EL?, 

food füd what is taken to support life. 
Late OE. féda :- *fod on, a unique forma- 
tion, the synon. words in other Germ. langs. 
being f. *f6djan FEED, viz. ON. foi, foa, 
Goth. fodeins; f. Germ. *foà- *fad- (cf. 
OHQG. vatén pasture, fatunga food) i- IE. 
*bádt-, as 1n Gr. pateésthai eat. 


fool' fül A. one deficient in judgement or 
sense XIII (La3.) ; professional jester, clown 
XIV ; B. adj. foolish xit1 (AncrR.) ; now only 
(exc. dial.) as attrib. use of the sb. ME. föl 
-sb, and adj. - OF. fol (mod. fou mad) = Pr. 
fol (whence Sp. fol), It. folle :—- L. folli-s 
bellows, inflated ball, money-bag, (later 
fig.) ‘windbag’, empty-headed person (cf. 
follis inflatus applied by Augustine to a 
puffed-up person), also used as adj., beside 
follus ; perh. rel. to BALL’, BELLY. Cf. FOLLY. 
Hence vb. play the fool, make a fool of. 
xvI (Sh.). foo-lery. xvi (Latimer, Spenser). 
fooluanpy. xin (AncrR.). —- OF. folhardi 
*foolish-bold'. foo'Isca»( fools cap) cap ofa 
professional fool; folio writing- or printing- 
paper of a kind that orig. bore a watermark 
representing a fool's cap. XVII. 


fool? fül tclotted cream xv1; dish composed 
of crushed fruit with cream, etc. XVIII. 
perh. transf. use of prec. suggested by trifle 
(cf. ‘Mantigha, a kinde of clouted creame 
called a foole or a trifle’, Florio). 


foot fut pl. feet fit part of the leg beyond 
the ankle joint ; unit of measurement 12 in. 
metrical unit OE. : : lowest part xII; what 1 is 
at the foot or bottom (bottoms, dregs, with 
pl. foots) xv. OE. fot, pl. fét = OF ris. fot, 
OS. föt, fuot (Du. voet), OHG. fuog (G. 
fuss), ON. fétr, Goth. fétus; the CGerm. 
cons.-stem *fét- :- IE. *pdd-, which with 
its vars. *pod- ped- is widespread in the IE. 
langs. (but not in Celtic), being repr. by 
Skr. paddm footstep, padas foot, Lith. péda 
footstep, L. ped-, nom. pés, Gr. ’ pod-, nom. 
poüs foot, pezós (:— *pedjós) on foot, Arm. 
otn, ON. fet step, foot as a measure, feta 
make one's way, OE. fat step; see also 
FETTER, FETLOCK. @ The foll. contain the 
same base: biped, quadruped, pedal, pedestal, 
pedestrian; impede; pawn; pioneer. Foot of 
the fine (legal AN. pee de la fin), bottom 
part of a tripartite indenture recording the 
particulars of a fine (compromise of a 
collusive suit for the possession of estate), 
and remaining with the court, the other 
two counterparts, which were retained by 
the parties, being at right angles to it. 
Hence foot vb. dance (now only in arch. 
foot it) xiv; tadd up xv; walk; strike, etc. 
with the foot xvi. foo-tinGc! (dial.) foothold 
xIV; (fig. xv1); Twalking; dancing; foot- 
print(s) xvr; settled condition xvii (cf. 
STANDING), foo-tBALL’. xv. foo-tFALL?. XVII 
(Sh.). foo'tHOLD. xvr. TfootHor. X111; cf. 
hot-foot. foo-twaw foot-soldier xt115; (dial. ) 
pedestrian XIV; attendant on foot xv. foo't- 


FORAY 


PATH. XVI. foOo'tNOTE. XIX. foo'tPACE 
walking-pace ; raised floor (for an altar). xvt. 
foo-tPAb? highwayman who robs on foot. 
XVII ; fad, canting use of var. of PATH. foo-t- 
PATH. XVI. foo-tsTALK petiole, peduncle. 
xvi (Turner). foo-tstep. xiv (earlier, once 
pl. fet steppes XIII). foo:tsroor. xvi (Pals 
Coverdale). 


footle fū'tl (colloq.) fool about, trifle, potter. 
XIX (esp. in prp. foo'tliNc? trifling, paltry). 
perh. alteration, by assoc. with -LE?, of 
(dial.) footer bungle, idle or potter about, 
presumably rel. to footer contemptible fel- 
low, transf. use of foutre (cf. Sh. '2 Henry IV' 
v ii 103 a footre for the world) —(O)F. 
foutre = Pr. fotre, Sp. hoder, It. fottere s= L. 
futuere; or based on footy paltry, worthless 
(xvii), var. of foughty musty (1600), repr. 
OE. *fühtig (corr. to OHG. fühti, Du. 
vochtig), f. füht damp — OS., OHG. fuht 
(Du. vocht, G. feucht). 


foozle fi:zi (sl.) waste one’s time ; bungle. xix. 
— G. (Bavarian dial.) fuseln work hurriedly 
and badly; cf. FUSEL. 


fop fop tfool xv (Promp. Parv.); one who 
is vain of his appearance, etc. XVII. corr. in 
form to G. foppen hoax. Cf. rost. Hence 
fo:ppEeRv. xvi(Bale). fo:ppisu!. xvii (Sh.). 
for foi, for, fo1 prep. Tbefore ; representing, 
instead of; in defence of; with a view to 
OE.; to obtain, in order £o xi11; with the 
object of xiv ; in the character of ; by reason 
of, in spite of OE. ; in relation to xiv ; during 
XV; conj. (for OE. for bon pe, for b&m pe, 
for by pe on account of the fact that) because, 
since XI. OE. for — OFris., OS. for, Goth. 
faur, prob. reduction of Germ. *fora before 
(of place and time), repr. by OE. fore — 
OFris., OS., OHG. fora, Goth. faura, beside 
OS., OHG. forms with -, viz. furi (G. fiir) 
and ON. fyrir ; see FORE”. Hence forasmuch 
for-, forozma-t[ (arch.) seeing that. xir 
(RGlouc.). tr. OF. por tant que for so much 
as; north. for as mekill, Sc. also forasmekle. 
for-'! for, usu. fəs OE. for-, fær- = OFris. 
for-, fir-, OS. for-, OHG. fir-, far- (Du., G. 
ver-), Goth. fair-, faur-, corr. to Gr. PERI-, 
PARA-, L. PER-, POR-, Skr. pari, purd, Olr. 
ar-, air-; IE. prefix with variation of form 
and wide extent of meaning, but esp. imply- 
ing (1) rejection, exclusion, prohibition, 
(2) destruction, (3) exhaustion. 
for-* foo1 var. of FonE-. @ Distinct from 
for- in Tforclose, FORECLOSE, FORFEIT. 
forage fo'rida food for cattle. xiv. - (O)F. 
fourrage, f. feurre — It. fodero —- Germ. 
*fodram FODDER; see -AGE. So fo'rage vb. 
xV. — (O)F. fourrager, f. the sb. 


foramen forei‘men (anat.) opening for the 
passage of something. xvii. L., f. fordre 
BORE}, 

foray forei hostile incursion, xrv (in early 
use Sc), prob. f. foray vb. (xiv), back- 
formation from ME. forayer forager, raider, 
var. of forrier — OF. forrier :- Rom. *fodràá- 
rius, f. *fodro FODDER (cf. FORAGE). 
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FORBEAR 


forbear! f51beo-1 tbear, bear with; endure 

the loss of; abstain from OE. (intr. xiv; 
spec. leg. refrain from enforcing what is due 
xvi) OE. forberan — OHG. farberan re- 
strain, abstain, Goth. frabairan endure; f. 
FOR-'+ BEAR”, Hence forbea‘raNcE. XVI 
(orig. leg.). 


forbear’, forebear f5-1bear arch. or dial. 
(usu. pl.) ancestor. xv. orig. Sc., f. for- FORE- 
+ bear, beer, agent-noun of BE. 


forbid foibrd command not to do, etc. OE. 
forbéodan — OFris. forbiada, Du. verbieden, 
OHG., farbiotan (G. verbieten), Goth. faur- 
biudan; CGerm. (exc. ON., which has 
Jyrirbjóða), f. For-!+-Bip. 


forby foibai prep. tclose by x11 (Cursor 
M.); (Sc.) beside xvi; adv. (dial) aside, 
along, past xiv (R. Mannyng); (Sc.) besides 
XVI. f. FOR adv. - BY; cf. Norw. forbi, Sw. 
Jfórbi. 


force! fd1s strength, power x1 (Cursor 
M.); body of armed men xiv (Barbour). 
~(O)F. force = Pr. forsa, forza, Sp. fuerza, 
It. forza :- Rom. *fortia, f. L. fortis strong 
(cf. comfort, effort, fort, forte, fortify, forti- 
tude, fortress). So force vb. xir (Cursor 
M.). - (O)F. forcer, f. force. fo-rciprLE done 
by force xv (Hoccleve) ; fstrong; producing 
a powerful effect xvi. ~ legal AN., OF., f. 
forcer. 


force’, foss fSi1s, fos (n. dial.) waterfall. In 
place-names fors XI, foss X111; xiv (for3 
‘Gawain and the Green Knight! 2173; 
force, var. fosse (xv) ‘Sir Degrevant’ 1655; 
Camden, anno 1600, gives The Forses asa 
Westmorland name). =- ON. fors, OWScand. 
foss (Sw. fors, Da. fos), without cogns. else- 
where in Germ. 


force-meat fd-ismit meat chopped fine 
used for stuffing. xvi. f. force (XIV), var. 
of FARCE! vb. (cf. Sh. ‘Tr. & Cr.’ v i 64 
malice forced with wit) MEAT. 


forceps fd-1seps instrument of the pincers 
kind, organ shaped like this. xvir. -= L. 
forceps, etymologized by Festus as formucaps 
‘because it seizes hot things’, f. formus hot, 
WARM-1l-cap- of capere seize (see HEAVE). 


ford förd shallow place in a piece of water 
where one may cross. OE. ford = OFris. 
forda, OS. -ford in place-names (Du. voorde), 
(O)HG. furt :- WGerm. *furdu (ON. has 
fiorðr FIORD i~ "ferpuz) = IE. *5rtus, repr. 
also by OW. rit (W. rhyd) ford, L. portus 
harbour, PORT!, f. *por- *per- *pr- (see FARE 
and cf. Gr. Bós|poros with Oxena|ford Ox- 
ford; Av. paratu- bridge, ford, Ful phrates 
‘river with good fords’). 


fordo foidü: pp. fordone foida:n (arch.) 
put an end to, destroy, spoil, wreck. OE. 
fordén = OS. fardén (Du. verdoen), OHG. 
fartuon (G. vertun); see FoR-1, po. In pp. 
(poet.) exhausted, wearied out xvi (Surrey, 
Coleridge, M. Arnold). 


FORE- 


fore! fooi tearlier xv (Caxton); that is in 
front xv; sb. in (orig.) Sc. and Anglo-Ir. 
phr. to the fore present, on the spot, sur- 
viving; ready, available xvir (Rutherford); 
conspicuous xIx. Evolved from analysis of 
comps. of prefix FORE-, e.g. forehead, fore- 
land, forepart. 


fore? foor adv., now only in fore and aft 
from stem to stern, all over the ship. xvir. 
Not continuous with OE. and ME. fore; 
perh. of LG. origin; cf. Du. van voren en 
van achteren. 


fore? foo: int. (in golf) warning cry to 
people in front of the intended stroke. xix. 
prob. aphetic form of BEFORE or AFORE. 


fore- fooi prefix meaning ‘before’, identical 
with the adv. fore in front, before, OE. fore 
— OFris. for(e), fara, OS., OHG. fora (Du. 
voor, G. vor), Goth. faura, perh. = *forai, 
corr.to Gr. parai, a dative formation, the 
base of which is repr. also in L. prò, præ, 
per (see PER-, PRE-, PRO-?), Gr. pró, pará, 
pert (see PARA-, PERI-), Skr. purd before. 
q A few of the foll. comps. had orig. the 
prefix FOR-?. 


foreARM! fõərä'ım arm beforehand. xvi. 
foreARM? Ífoo-xràim part of the arm below 
the elbow. xvii; cf. Du. voorarm, G. 
vorderarm, F. avant-bras. forecast f5o1- 
kast tcontrive beforehand xiv (Wycl. 
Bible); estimate beforehand xvi. Hence 
forecast sb. xv. forecasTLE fourksl 
(whence the sp. fo'c'sle) Tshort raised deck 
in the bow, orig. a castle-like structure 
to command the enemy’s decks xiv; fore 
part of a ship xv. fO'reFA:THER ancestor. 
xill (Cursor M.). - ON. forfaütr; super- 
seded OE. forpbfeder, early ME. forpfader ; 
cf. Du. voorvader and ChrL. propator (Ter- 
tullian) — Gr. fo-rerl:NGER first or index 
finger. xv; perh. after Du. voorvinger. 
fo-rerooT one of the front feet. XIV; perh. 
after Du. voorvoet (cf. G. vorderfuss). 
fo:reFRONT principal face, foremost part 
(now dial. exc. fig.). xv (orig. Sc.). (Fore- 
side is earlier; cf. Du. voorzijde, G., vorder- 
seite.) fo-reGO:ING preceding. XV. prp. of 
forego. foreco'ne that has gone before. XVI 
(Sh. in f. conclusion ‘Oth.’ 111 iii 428). pp. of 
forego, OE. foregén go in advance. fo're- 
GROUND part of a view in front and nearest 
the observer. xvii = Du. voorgrond; cf. G. 
vordergrund. foreHEAD fo'rid part of the 
face above the eyebrows. OE. forhéafod = 
OF ris. forhafd (beside farahafd), MLG. vor- 
héved, Du. voorhoofd, G. vor-, vorderhaupt, 
vorkopf. foreju'DGE judge beforehand. xv1; 
after F. préjuger, L. prajüdicáre PREJUDGE. 
foreKNOW'LEDGE. xvi (Coverdale). Cf. 
foreKNow’. xIv (Ch.). fo:reLaND cape, 
promontory. xiv. Cf. ON. forlendi land 
between hills and sea, Du. voorland. fo-re- 
Lock! lock of hair growing just above the 
forehead. OE. foreloccas pl. ‘antie frontis’ ; 
but a new formation in XVI. fO'reMAN 
foo*ximon  Tleader xv; principal juror; 
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FORECLOSE 


FORGE 





principal of workmen xXvI; perh. after ON. 
formaür captain, leader, or immed. ~ Du. 
voorman (cf. G. vormann). fo-reNaME first 
or Christian name. XVI; after F. prénom, 
L. praenomen, Du. voornam, etc. fo-reNooN 
part of the day before noon. xv. fo-rePART 
foremost part. XIV (Sc.). fo'FeRU:NNER one 
who goes before to prepare the way (first of 
John the Baptist) xix (Cursor M.); one 
whom another follows xvi (Sh); tr. L. 
pracursor PRECURSOR. fo'resarL principal 
sail set on the foremast. xv ; cf. Du. voorzeil. 
foreste: see beforehand. OE. forsëon; but 
prob. a new formation in ME. after FORE- 
SIGHT; perh. orig. tr. L. próvidére PROVIDE. 
fo'reSHORE. XVIII. fore-sHO'RTEN cause to 
be apparently shortened. xvir (Peacham). 
prob. - Du. verkorten ; cf. G. verkürzen, and 
F. raccourcir, It. scorciare. foresHOW: pre- 
figure, prognosticate; betoken. xvi; not 
continuous with OE. foresceawian provide, 
foresee. fo'resicHT T(divine) providence 
x11 (Cursor M.); provision for the future 
XIV; action of foreseeing or looking forward 
XV; prob. after ON. forsjá, -sīó, and later 
felt as etymol. rendering of (O)F. providence, 
L. prévidentia; cf. OHG. forasiht (G. 
vorsicht). fo'resKIN. xVI (Coverdale); after 
G. vorhaut (Luther), based on L. præputium 
PREPUCE. foresTa‘LL ‘tobstruct xiv (Tre- 
visa); buy up (goods) before they reach 
public markets xiv (PPl.); hinder by anti- 
cipation, anticipate in action XVI. Implied 
earlier in AL. forstalldtio obstruction, for- 
stallator (x11), AN. forstallour forestaller of 
markets (x111), f. OE. for(e)steall intercep- 
tion, waylaying, ambush. fo-rerasTE sb. and 
vb. xv. foreTE'LL predict, prophesy. xil 
(Cursor M.); superseding +tforesay, OE. 
foresecgan (cf. ON. fyrirsegja). fo-re- 
THOUGHT Tpremeditation ; previous thought. 
XIII (Cursor M.) ; parallel to Tforethink, OE. 
forebenéan consider beforehand, and repl. 
OE. forebanc consideration, forethought, 
providence. fo:reroP! lock of hair at the 
front xii1 ; forepart of the crown xtv (Wycl. 
Bible); top of a foremast xv. forewa‘RN 
warn beforehand. OE. forewarnian (trans. 
and intr.); see fo-reworD preface, intro- 
ductory remark(s) xix. tr. G. vorwort. 
(Also pl., as if ‘prefatory words’.) 


foreclose forklowz exclude, preclude xv; 
deprive of the equity of redemption, bar 
(a right of redemption) xvi. f. forclos-, pp. 
stem of (O)F. forclore, f. for-+clore CLOSE; 
there has been assoc. with FoR-! or with 
FOR-?, FORE-, Hence fOrCLO'SURE. XVIII. 


foreign fə'rin Tout of doors xim (rare; 
chambre forene privy, RGlouc.); pert. to 
another, alien; pert. to another region, not 
in one's own land xiv; not domestic or 
native XV. (Not in gen. use before Ch. and 
Gower.) - OF. forein, forain, -e — Pr. ford 
:z- Rom. *fordnus (so in AL., but the more 
usual forms were foraneus, forinsecus), f. L. 
fords acc. pl., foris loc. pl. of *fora, var. of 
forés poor (cf. FOREST). Hence foreigner! 


Xv; after stranger, which it superseded in 
the sense ‘one belonging to another country’, 
for which t/forein was also used xiv. @ For 
the sp. with eign cf. sovereign. 


forel fo:rol Tcase, (dial. book-cover XIII 
(Cursor M.) ; parchment dressed to look like 
vellum xvi (Bk. of Common Prayer, 1549). 
— OF. forel (mod. fourreau) sheath, f. fuerre 
— Frank. *fóder, — OHG. fotar case, cover 
(G. futter lining), Goth. fódr sheath:- 
Germ. *föðram, rel. to Skr. păátram recep- 
tacle, f. päti protects. 


foremost f5-1most first in place or order. 
The present form, dating from XVI, is an 
alteration, by assocn. with FORE-, of formost, 
itself an alteration, by assocn. with -MOST, 
of formest (xu), f. forme, OE. forma first 
(= OFris. forma, OS. formo), with superl. 
-m- suffix as in L. primus PRIME)-+-EST, 
formest having repl. fürmest, firmest :- OE. 
fyrmest (— Goth. frumists), f. forma, the re- 
sult being a double superl. Cf. FORMER. 


forensic fore:nsik pert. to courts of law. 
XVIL f. L.. forensis, £. forum (cf. castrénsis of 
a camp); see FORUM, -1C. Earlier fore-nsi- 
CAL. XVI. 


forest fo'rist large tract of land covered 
with trees. xir (RGlouc, Cursor M.). 
~ OF. forest (mod. forêt) = late L.. foresti-s 
(silva) ‘outside wood’, royal forest reserved 
for hunting (Langobardic Laws, Capitu- 
laries of Charlemagne), obscurely f. foris 
out of doors, outside (see FOREIGN); prob. 
meaning orig. woodland lying outside the 
park and unfenced ; in AL. foresta, forestum 
(X1). Sofo-restzR?. xirr(RGlouc.). - (O)F. 
forestier, f. forest; in AL. forestdrius (xt). 
€ An AN. contr. form is repr. in Eng. by 
tfoster XIV-XVI1; this survives as a surname, 
beside Forster and For(r)ester. 


forestall see FORE-. 


forfeit f5-1ft tmisdeed, misdemeanour XIII 
(Cursor M.); fine, penalty xv; trivial fine 
for breach of rule xvir (Sh.). ME. forfet 
—- OF. forfet crime, (also mod.) forfait, f. 
for(s)faire commit crime (medL. forisfacere), 
f. for(s)- beyond, outside, sc. wbat 1s right 
(1-7 L. foris outside; cf. ronEsT) — faire DOL. 
Hence fo-rfeit Tsin, transgress xiv ; lose the 
right to xv. forfeiture föufitfər Jcrime, 
sin; loss or liability to deprivation. XIV. 
~ (O)F. forfaiture, f. forfait; see -URE. 


for(e)fend föife'ind ‘+forbid; avert xIıv 
(Wycl. Bible); (now U.S.) protect by pre- 
cautionary measures xvi. f. FOR-!(1) J- FEND. 


for(e)gather fiige- Sos, -g4-So1 (chiefly Sc.) 
gather together xvi (Douglas); meet with 
XVi. — Du. vergaderen, with accommodation 
to FOR-, GATHER. 


forge! f51d3 smithy xiv (Ch.); furnace for 
melting metal. —(O)F. forge = Pr., Cat. 
farga, fraga, Sp. fraga, fragua, Pg. fragoa 
s- Rom. *faurga ~ L. fabrica trade, manu- 
factured object, workshop, forge (see 
FABRIC). So forge vb. shape, fashion (now 
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only in a forge) xitt (Cursor M.); fabricate, 
make a fraudulent imitation of xiv. - (O)F. 
forger — Pr., Cat. fargar, Sp. fraguar, frogar, 
Pg. /fragoar :- L. fabricáre FABRICATE. 
Hence fo-rgEn!. xiv (Wycl.). fo:rgEnv. xvi. 


forge? fords (orig. naut.) make way ahead. 
xvi. Perh. aberrant pronunc. of FORCE vb., 
similarly used from xvii. 


forget forget pt. forgo:t, pp. forgo: em 
arch. and dial. forgo:t fail to 'remember. 
forgietan, pt. forgeai, -géaton, pp. -giten = 
OF ris. forjeta, OS. fargetan (Du. vergeten), 
OHG. firgezzan (G. vergessen); WGerm. 
vb. f. *fer- ror- (i)+ *zetan take hold of, 
GET (q.v. for the phonetic history), the 
etymol. meaning being ‘miss or lose one’s 
hold’. Hence forge:tful. xiv (for3etful, 
Wycl. Bible), Alteration of forzetel, forgetel, 
OE. forgietel (= Fris. forgittel, Du. vergetel) 
by substitution of -FUL! for the final syll. 
forge:t-me-not species of Myosotis. XVI. 
tr. OF. ae m'oubliez mie do-not-forget-me, 
whence MHG. vergizminniht (G. vergtss- 
meinnicht). 


forgett f5-1d3ét (pl) side pieces of the 
finger of a glove. xvir. orig. forchet — F. 
fourchette, dim. of fourche FORK (see -ET, 
-ETTE) ; so called from the shape. 


forgive fo:giv pt. forga-ve, pp. forgi-ven 
Tgive, grant; remit, pardon. OE. forgiefan ; 
see FOR-! (i) and GIVE; corr. to OS. (Du. 
vergeven), OHG. fargeban (G. vergeben), 
ON. fyrirgefa forgive, Goth. fragiban grant; 
CGerm. tr. of medL. perdéndre PARDON. 
So forgiveNrss. OE. forgief(e)nes, rarely 
-gtefennes ; cf. Du. vergiffenis. 


forgo, forego fizgou- pt. forewent, pp. 
for(e)gone tintr. pass away, trans. pass over, 
neglect; abstain from. OE. forgdn, pt. for- 
čode (ME. foryode); see FOR-1, GO. 


fork foik pronged instrument for digging 
OE., for eating xv ; divergence into branches, 
bifurcation xiv. OE. forca, force, corr. to 
OF ris. forke, OS. furka, OHG. furcha (Du. 
vork, G. furke), ON. forkr; CGerm. (exc. 
Goth.) = L. furca pitchfork, forked stake, 
whence (O)F. fourche, ONF. fourque (which 
reinforced the word in ME.), Pr., Pg. forca, 
Sp. horca, It. furca. 


forlorn fsiló-3Ón tmorally lost, abandoned 
XII; t ruined, doomed xrv; forsaken, deso- 
late; pitiable, wretched xvi. pp. of ME. 
forlése, OE. forléosan = OF ris. forlidsa, OS. 
far-, forliosan (Du. verliezen), OHG. firliosan 
(G. verlieren), Goth. fraliusan; CGerm. 
(exc. ON.), f. *fer- *fra- For-} (i)-+ *leusan 
(see LOSE). 


forlorn hope foilóun houwp picked force 
detailed for an attack, (hence) desperate 
adventurers, players, etc. XV1 ; (by misappre- 
hension) hopeless enterprise XVII, — Du. ver- 
loren hoop ‘lost troop’, i.e. verloren, pp. of 
verliezen (see prec.), hoop company (HEAP), 


FORMULA 





form. íoóim A. visible aspect of a thing XIII 
(RGlouc.); (scholastic philos.) that which 
makes matter a determinate kind of thing 
XiV (Ch.). B. character, nature, tdegree xt11 
(class in a school xvr); due observance or 
procedure xiv (Ch.). C. lair of a hare XIII; 
long seat without a back xrv (Trevisa); 
(typogr.) see FORME XV. ME. forme, fourme, 
furme — (O)F. forme, also tfourme, tfurme = 
Pr., Sp., It. forma :- L. forma mould, shape, 
beauty (rendering Gr. eios and xapaxrijp), 
perh. cogn. with or- Gr. morphé form, 
shape (poss. through Etruscan ; cf. catamite, 
person), but referred by some to ferire strike, 
as Gr. ttípos TYPE to tuptein strike. So form 
vb. give a form to xir (RGlouc.)); be the 
components of XIV; draw up or dispose in 
order XVIII. = OF. fourmer, (also mod.) 
former - L. fórmáre, f. fórma. fo:rmar!. 
XiV (cause formal, Ch.). —- L.; cf. (O)F. 
formel. fo'rmalisw. XIX. -IST. XVII; cf. F, 
-iste (xvi). formalıry -æ'líti. xvi. - F. 
forma:TION. xv. = (O)F. or L. fo'r mATIVE. 
xv (Caxton; rare before xvi1). - OF. 


«form firm repr. F. -forme, L. -fórmis, f. 
fórma FORM, termination used to form adjs. 
meaning (i) ‘having the form of’, as ensiform, 
fusiform, vermiform, depending on modL. 
formations; so cruciform, cuneiform, lenti- 
form, mammiform ; (ii) ‘of (so many) forms’, 
as multiform, triform, uniform, derived from 
classical L.; so omniform. 


format fd-1met, f5-1ma shape and size 

of abook x1x.=<F. (xvu1)-—G. format (xvit) 
— L. fórmátus (sc. liber book), pp. of fór- 
máre FORM ; so It. formato. 


forme, form foim (typogr.) body of type 
locked up in a chase for printing. xv 
(Caxton). spec. use Of FORM; so F. forme, 
G. form. 


former f5-1moi earlier in time xi1; Tfirst, 
primeval (as in Ch.’s the former age) XIII 
(Cursor M.); tmore forward xiv (Wycl. 
Bible); first of two X latter xvi. f. ME. 
forme (OE. forma; see FOREMOST)--ER?. 
Hence fo:rmerrv? Tjust now ; Tbeforehand 
xvi (Spenser) ; in former days xvt (Hakluyt). 


formic fd:amik (chem.) of an acid con- 
tained in a fluid emitted by ants. xvu. f. 
L. formica ant (cf. Gr. múrmēx, PISMIRE); 
see -IC. Comb. form form-, as in formalde- 
hyde, fo‘rmy. (cf. CHLOROFORM). 


formidable f5-1midoabl, formi-d- giving 
cause for alarm. xv. — F. formidable or L. 
formidabilis, {. formidare fear, f. formido 


© dread, scarecrow (cf. Gr. morphó) ; see -ABLE. 


formula f5:1mjülo set form of words xvi11; 

recipe; rule, etc., expressed by symbols 
xvi. -L. fórmula, dim. of fórma FORM; 
see -ULE. So formulary collection or 
system of formulas. xvi. formulate’. 
XIX; after F, formuler, 
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fornication f5anikei:‘fan sexual intercourse 

outside marriage. x11 (Cursor M.). -(O)F. 
fornication —late L. fornicaátió(n-), f. fornicárt 
(whence fo:rnicaTe® xvi), f. fornic-, fornix 
arch, vault, vaulted room such as was 
tenanted by the lower orders and prostitutes, 
prob, rel. to fornax, furnus FURNACE; see 
-ATION. So fo:rnicaTOn:. xiv (PPI.). -late L. 
forrader  fo:xrodor  colloq. pronunc. of 
forwarder? farther forward, compar. of 
FORWARD. XIX. 


forsake foiserk pt. forsook -su:k, pp. for- 

saken -seikn  Tdecline, refuse; give up, 
renounce. OE. forsacan, pt. forsóc, pp. 
forsacen = OS. forsakan (Du. verzaken), 
OHG. firsahhan ; W Germ. f. ron-! J- sakan 
quarrel, accuse (see SAKE). 


forsooth foisü:p in truth (now only in iro- 
nical context). OE. forsóp, 1.e. FOR, SOOTH. 


forspent foxspe:nt (arch.) exhausted. xvi 
(Sackville, Golding). pp. of forspend, OE. 
forspendan (cf. OHG. farspentón) ; see ron-!, 
SPEND. 


forswear foisweo:1 abjure, repudiate ; (intr. 
and refl) perjure oneself. OE. forswerian ; 
see FOR-l, swEAR, and cf. G. verschwéren, 
ON. fyrirsverja. 


forsythia fdisai-pio plant of a genus of 
spring-flowering shrubs. xix. modL., f. 
name of William Forsyth (1737-1804), Eng. 
botanist +--1A', 

fort fdit fortified place. xv. ~ (O)F. fort or It. 
forte, sb. uses of fort, forte strong = Pr. 
fort, Sp. fuerte :— L. fortis (cf. force). 

fortalice fd-1telis fortress, (now) small out- 
work. xv (Wyntoun). —medL. /fortalitia, 
-itium, f. L. fortis strong; see FORT, and cf. 
Pr., Sp. fortaleza, It. fortalizio, OF. forte- 
lesce, FORTRESS. 


forte! foit strong point or feature. XVII 
(fort). = F. fort, sb. use of fort (see FORT); 
the F. fem. form was substituted in Eng. 
use, as in locale, morale. 


forte? fo-iti (mus.) loud. xvi. It. = L. 
fortis strong. So forti:ssimo. xvin. It., 
superi. of forte. fortepiano (xviii), original 
name of the PIANOFORTE. 


forth f51p forwards (now only in dial. back 
and forth); onwards (surviving in gen. use 
in and so forth); forward, into view; away. 
OE. for) = OFris., OS. forth (Du. voort), 
MHG. cort (G. fort) :- Germ. *furpa (cf. 
Goth. faurpis further) :- TE. *?rto, f. base 
repr. in FORE-. forthcoming foipka:mir 
about or ready to appear XVI; ready to make 
advances XIX. f. phr. come forth; see -ING?*. 
forthnicur. OE. forpriht adj., -rihte adv. 
forthwi‘TH Tat the same time; immediately 
xIv (Gower); partly short for earlier forth- 
withal (x1), but partly repl. ME. forth mid 


along with, at the same time as, used absol. 


fortify fd-1tifoi strengthen against force or 
attack. xv (Lydg., Pecock, Malory). - 
(O)F. fortifier = late L. fortificáre, f. fortis; 


FOSSICK 


see FORT, -IFY. So fortifica TION. xv. — F. 
= jate L. 


fortitude f5-1titjad moral strength, courage 
in endurance. xv. — OF. fortitude = L. for- 
titudd, f. fortis; see FORT, -TUDE. 


fortnight f5-31tnait period of two weeks in 
succession. OE. /féowertiene miht, ME. 
fourten(n)tht fourteen nights (in which the 
ancient Germ. reckoning by nights is pre- 
served); cf. SENNIGHT. 


fortress fd-1tris military stronghold. XIII. 
~ (O)F. forteresse strong place = Pr. forta- 
reza :- Rom. *fortaritia (cf. Gallo-Rom. 
vaccaritia cow-stall, f. vacca), f. fortis strong 
(see FORT). 


fortuitous foitjü'itos happening by chance. 
xvii. f. L. fortuitus, f. forte by chance, abl. 
of fors chance :- IE. *bhrtis (that which is 
brought’, f. base of L. ferre BEAR?; for the 
formation cf. gratuitous. 

fortune fo-tfon chance, luck xim (Cursor 
M.); (good or bad) luck; position depend- 
ing on wealth, wealth xvi. - (O)F. fortune 
— L. fortiina chance as a divinity, luck, esp. 
good luck, (pl.) gifts of fortune, (also sg.) 
riches, orig. sb. use (sc. dea goddess) of adj. 
forttinus, £. fors (see prec.). So fortunaTE? 
fo:1t fonot. x1v (Ch., Gower). - L. fortünátus. 

forty f5uti 40, xl. OE. féowertig — OFris. 
fiuwertich, OS. fiwartig (Du. veertig), OHG. 
fiorzug (G. vierzig), ON. fjórir tigir, Goth. 
fidwor tigjus; see FouR, -TY!. So fo'rti- 
ETH!, OE. féowertigopa — ON. fertugandi :- 
*fiwortigunpon: see TH”, 

forum f5:xrom (Rom. antiq.) market-place, 
spec. in ancient Rome a place of assembly 
for judicial and other business xv; court, 
tribunal xvi. — L. forum, rel. to forés (out- 
side) DOOR; orig. enclosure surrounding a 
house. Cf. FOREIGN, FORENSIC. 

forward íó5uwoid towards the future OE. ; 
towards or to the front, onward. xiv. OE. 
forweard, var. of forbweard onwards, con- 
tinually, f. FoRTH+-waRb. Hence fo-rward 
adj. in an advanced state or position ; eagerly 
ready; pert xvr; not continuous with OE. 
foreweard front or first part of. Hence for- 
ward vb. help forward, advance xvi (Sh.); 
send forward xvirr. So fo:rwards. xiv ; cf. 
OE. forpweardes and Du. voorwaarts, G. 
vorwärts. See -WARD, -WARDS. 

forwea'ry (arch.) tire out x111; see FoR-1. So 
forwo'rn (arch.) worn out xvi; pp. of 
Tforwear xix (La3.), pierce, hollow, with 
Balto-Sl. cogns. 

foss see FORCE*. 


fosse fos ditch, trench. xiv (Maund.). 
~(O)F. fosse = Pr., Pg., It. fossa, OSp. 
fuesa :*- L. fossa, f. pp. stem foss- of fodere 
dig. 

fossick fo-sik (Austral. mining) search for 
gold by digging out crevices, etc. ; (sl.) rum- 
mage. xIX. Of unkn. origin ; cf. dial. fossick 
troublesome person, fossicking troublesome, 
fossick make a fuss, bustle about. 


[372] 


FOSSIL 


fossil fo-sil (rock, etc.) dug out of the earth, 
esp. of remains of the prehistoric past. XVII. 
=- F. fossile — L. fossilis, f. foss-, pp. stem of 
fodere dig ; cf. FossE and see -1LE. 


foster fostor nourish, feed OE.; tbring 
up (a child); promote the growth of xtt1; 
cherish, ‘nurse’ xiv. OE. foéstrian (= ON. 
fostra), f. foster food, f. *fod- Foon + instr. 
suffix *-trom. The stem was used as comb. 
form in OE. fosterbearn, -cild child as re- 
lated to those who have reared it as their 
own, fdsterbropor [ -sweostor male/female 
child reared with another of different 
parentage, fósterfzeder | -modor one who acts 
as father / mother to another's child; so 
fósterling (-LING!), foster-child, and corr. 
forms in ON. ; hence foster-nurse xvi (Sh.). 


FOUR 


establishment for, founding metal or glass. 
XVII. 


founder! fau:ndor [smash in xig; [send 


to the bottom xiv ; (of a horse) stumble and 
fall, go lame xiv (Ch.); fill with water and 
sink xvr. partly — OF. fondrer send to the 
bottom, submerge, but for the most part 
aphetic of Tafounder (xiv), tenfounder (xv) 
~ OF. *afondrer, esfondrer, enfondrer, mod. 
effondrer (= Pr. esfondrar, It. sfondolare) i= 
Rom. *ex-, infundordre, f. ex EX-*, IN-*-++ 
*fundor-, taken as stem of L. fundus BOTTOM. 


founder? fau:ndaz finder, spec. in Derby- 


shire lead-mining xv1; hence, portion of a 
lead mine given to the first finder of the 
vein XVII. prob. f. found, pp. of FIND -+-ER}. 


fother fo'ðər load, cartload OE.: mass, foundling fau'ndlin deserted infant whose 


quantity; specific weight or measure XIII. 
OE. foper = OS. féthar (Du. voer), OHG. 
fuodar (G. fuder) :- WGerm. *fopram, prob. 
f. gradation-var. of the base *fap- stretch 
out, as in FATHOM. @ G. fuder was adopted 


parents are not known. xiii. ME. fundling, 
perh. alteration. of contemp. and synon. 
Tfunding (f. fund-, pp. stem of FIND -4- -1NG?) 
by substitution of -LING! ; perh. after (M)Du. 
vondeling, MHG. vundelinc. 


XVII as fooder, fudder. fount! faunt spring, fountain. xvi (Sh., 


fou fa (Sc.) drunk. xvi. var. of FULL. 


foul faul grossly offensive to the senses; 


Drayton). prob. back-formation from FOUN- 
TAIN, after mount, mountain, suggested by 
F. fonts (L. fons), which was directly repr. by 


)( clean OE. ; )( fair ME. OE. fal = OF ris., | font (xvi; chiefly poet.). 


OS., OHG. ful (Du. vuil dirty, G. faul 


2 e. 
rotten, unsound, lazy), ON. full, Goth. füls fount? faunt (typogr.) set of type of a parti 


stinking :- CGerm. *fülaz, f. *fü- (repr. by 
ON. fúinn rotten, feyja let decay :— *faujan) 
:- IE. *pá-, as in L. pás Pus, pütére stink, 
rot, pütidus rotten, putridus PUTRID, Gr. 


cular size. xvir (Moxon). Alteration of font 
(which remains an alternative form) tfound- 
ing, casting (XVI) — F. fonte, f. fondre FOUND, 
prob. after vente sale, vendre sell, etc. 


pton, ptios, piar pus, Lith. pati rot (with | fountain fau-ntin (arch.) spring of water 


l-cogns. in Lith. piliai pl. pus, piaulai pl. 
rotten wood), Skr. piyati stink, pitis rotten, 
Arm. hu purulent blood. 


foulard fülàid, ||fular (handkerchief of) silk 
material. xix. F., of unkn. origin. 


foumart fü'màirt polecat. xiv. Early forms 
folmarde, fulmert, fullimart, f. ful FouL (i.e. 
stinking) 4-zart (see MARTEN). 


found?! faund set up, establish as on a firm 
basis, xirı (Cursor M.). —(O)F. fonder = 
Pr. fondar, It. fondare = L. fundāre, f. 
fundus BOTTOM. Sofounda-tron. xiv (Ch.). 
-(O)F.-L. Hence fou-nder! xiv (R. 
Mannyng, Trevisa); whence fou-ndress? 
xv (Lydg.). 


found? faund melt (esp. metal or glass for 
casting in a mould). xiv make things thus. 
— (O)F. fondre — Pr. fondre, Sp. fundir, It. 
fondere :- L. fundere pour, melt, pt. füdi, 
pp. fusus (cf. Fuse’), f. IE. *ghud- *gheud- 
(in Germ. *gut- *zeut-, repr. by OE. géotan, 
OF ris. gidta, OS. giotan, OHG. giogan, G. 
giessen, ON. gjóta, Goth. giutan pour), ex- 
tension of *ghu- *gheu-, whence Gr. khéein, 
khetiein pour, khiilos cHyLe, khtimés CHYME, 
khitrd, -os earthen pot, Skr. juhóti pour 
libations, sacrifice, dhutis libation; cf. 
FUTILE. Hence founder? xv; perh. after 
(O)F. fondeur, fonderie. fowndrRY art of, 
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XV; artificially formed jet of water XVt. 
-(O)F. fontaine = Pr., Cat., It. fontana, 
Rum. fintánd :- late L.. fontána, sb. use (sc. 
aqua water) of fontànus, f. font-, fons spring, 
fountain. Cf. FoNT!. 


four far 4,iv. OE. féower = OF ris. fitiwer, 


fior, OS. fiwar, fiuwar, fiort, OHG. fior, fier 
(Du., G. vier), ON. fjórir, fer. -ar, n. ffogor, 
Goth. fidwór, beside OE. fyper-, fiper-, 
Frankish fitter-, OSw. fizper-, Goth. fidur- 
(in comps.) :— Germ. *petwor- :- IE. *qwet- 
wor-, whence (with vowel-variation) OW. 
petguar (W. pedwar), Olr. cethir, L. quattuor, 
Gr. téssares (Dor. tétores, /Eol. písures), OSI. 
četyri, Lith. ketun, Skr. catvāras, catúr-; 
orig. inflected, like the words for 2 and 3 
and unlike those for 5-10. Cf. QUADRI-. 
Hence fourTEEN. OE. féowertiene = OF ris. 
fiuwertine, OS. fiertein (Du. veertien), OHG. 
fiorzehan (G. vierzehn), ON. fjórtán, Goth. 
fidwórtaihun; whence fourteenrH?, OE. 
féowertéopa, ME. fourtethe, superseded by 
fourtend (after ON. fjórtándi), -tenpe, (from 
xv1) -teenth. fourrnu? fooip OE. féo(we)rpa 
— OS. fiorüo (Du. vierde), OHG. fiordo (G. 
vierte), ON. fjóràüi :- CGerm. *fi(d)worpon 
:- IE. *gweturto-, -twrto, whence also L. 
quartus, Gr. téraptos, OSI. écetvritü, Skr. 
caturthds. ‘The ME. types ferth(e), furth(e), 
fourt(e), were finally superseded by fourth. 
Cf. FORTY. 


FOWL 


fowl faul (arch., exc. in wild-fowl) bird OE. ; 
domestic cock or hen xvi. OE. fugol = 
OF ris. fugel, OS. fugal, OHG. fogal (Du., 
G. vogel), ON. fugl, Goth. fugls :- CGerm. 


*fozlaz, *fuglaz, perh. dissim. form of 


*fluzlaz, f. *flug- *fleug- FLY? (cf. OE. flugol 
fleeing, and Mercian fluglas heofun ‘volucres 
eli’, Matt. xiii 32). Hence fow'ler?. OF. 
fug(eylere, £. fug(e)lian catch wild-fowl. 


fox foks animal of the genus Vulpis. OE. 
fox = OS. wuhs (Du. vos), OHG. fuhs (G. 
fuchs) :- WGerm. *fuxs; a corr. CGerm. 
fem. formation in -õn is repr. by OE. focge, 
MLG. vohe, OHG. foha (G. dial. fohe), ON. 
féa, Goth. fauhó ; f. CGerm. *fux- :—- *puk-, 
assumed base of Skr. fücchas tail, Russ., 
Pol. pukh fine woolly hair, down; the name 
may mean orig. ‘the tailed one’, The female 
is VIXEN. For Eng., LG., and Du. -o- for -u-, 
cf. OE. lox = OS. lohs, MLG., Du. los LYNX. 
@ ON. fox fraud is — OE. fox; cf. OE. foxung 
deception. Ilence fo:x-cLovE the plant 
Digitalis. OE. foxesglofa, f. g. sg. of fox ; the 
flower resembles a finger-stall in shape ; the 
Norw. name, revbjelde ‘fox-bell’, shows 
similar unexpl. assoc. with the animal. 


foyer fwa-jei large room in a theatre, etc., for 
the use of the audience during intervals. xix. 
F., hearth, home = Pr. foguer += Gallo- 
Rom. *focãrium, f. L. focus fire (see Focus). 


fracas fre-ka, U.S. frei'kos noisy quarrel. 
xviir (Lady Montagu). F., f. fracasser — Ít. 
fracassare make an uproar, of unkn. origin. 


fraction fre-kfan numerical quantity that 
is not an integer xiv (Ch.); breaking or its 
result xv. -(O)F. fraction - ChrL. fra- 
ctió(n-) breaking (as of bread), £. fract-, pp. 
stem of frangere BREAK ; see -TION. Hence 
fra:ctionar!/. xvii. So fractious fræ'kfəs 
refractory, (now) cross, peevish. XVIII 
(Defoe), f. FRACTION (in obs. sense ‘discord, 
dissension’), prob. after faction | factious. 
fracture frektJaz breaking or its result. 
xv. ~ (O)F. fracture or L. fractüra, f. fraci-. 
Hence fra-cturzp!. xvii, whence fra:cture 
vb. XIX. 

fragile fræ'dzail liable to break. xvr: (Sh.). 
- (O)F. fragile or L. fragilis, f. *frag-, base 
of frangere. So fragilrry frod3iliti. xiv. 
— (O)F. or L. fragMENT fre-gmont part 
broken off. xv. ~ F. fragment or L, frag- 
mentum, f. *frag-. Hence fra:gmentanv. 
XVII (rare before xix and stigmatized by 
Johnson, citing Donne, as 'not elegant, nor 
in use’), 

fragrant frei:gront sweet-smelling. xv (Dun- 
bar). -F. fragrant or L. fragrant-, -dns, 
prp. of fragrdre smell sweet; see -ANT. So 
fra-grANCE. xvii (Milton; fra:grancy xvi). 


frail! freil rush basket for figs, raisins, etc. 
xii. ME. fraiel - OF. fraiel, of unkn. origin, 


frail? freil morally or physically weak (xir 
in frelnes, Cursor M.}; liable to break xiv 
(Wycl. Bible). ME. frele, freel — OF. fraile, 
Jrele (mod. fréle) :- L. fragili-s FRAGILE. So 
frailry. xiv. — OF. fraileté —- L.. fragilitás. 


FRANK 


fraise freiz (fortif.) palisade xvr; ruff for 
the neck xix. ~ F. fraise transf. use of the 
word meaning ‘mesentery of a calf’. 


frambeesia frembi-zio yaws, characterized 
by raspberry-like excrescences. xIx. modL., 
f. (O)F. framboise raspberry, of disputed 
origin. 

frame freim A. tbe profitable; Tprogress 
OE.; B. tprepare timber for building XIV; 
(gen.) shape, construct, contrive XIV. OE. 
framian be of service, make progress, f. 
fram forward (see FROM); cf. ON. frama 
further, advance. The rel. ON. fremja 
(= OE. fremman, fremian) further, advance, 
perform, pt. framdi, pp. framdr, prob. infil. 
the sense-development. Hence frame sb. 
framed work, structure xiv (of heaven and 
earth, the body xvi); order, plan xvi; 
whence framework xvii (Milton). 


franc frenk French coin or money of ac- 
count. xiv (Ch) -(OJF. franc, derived 
from the legend Francorum rex king of the 
Franks, on gold coins first struck in the 
reign of Jean le Bon (1350-64). 


franchise írze':ntfaiz Tfreedom xri; legal 
immunity or privilege XIv; (hist.) district 
over which a privilege extends xv; (in full 
elective f.) right of voting at a public election 
XVIII. — (O)F. franchise, f. franc, fem. franche 
free, FRANK 4- -/se, repr. L. -itia -ESs*. Cf. 
ENFRANCHISE. 

Franciscan frànsiskon friar of the order 
founded by St. Francis of Assisi in 1209. 
XVI. = F. franciscain - modL. Franciscánus, 
f. Franciscus Yrancis ; see -AN. 


Franco- fre:gkou comb: form of medL. 
Francus FRANK, meaning ‘Frankish or 
French and .. .’; see -O-. XVIII. 


francolin fre:nkolin bird of the partridge 
family. xvir. — F. francolin - It. francolino, 
of unkn. origin. 


franc-tireur frátirór one of a corps of 
light infantry. xix. F., i.e. franc free (see 
FRANK)-+tireur shooter, f. tirer shoot, of 
unkn. origin. 


frangible fre:nd3ibl breakable. xv. - OF. 
frangible or medL. frangibilis, f. frangere 
BREAK ; see -IBLE. 

frangipane fra:nd3ipein perfume obtained 
from red jasmine XVII; cream for pastry (F. 
crème å la frangipane) xix. — F. frangipane, 
f. Frangipani, name of an Italian marquis 
who invented a perfume for scenting gloves 
(cf. F. gants de frangipane or Frangipani). 


frank frenk ffree x111; bounteous, gene- 
rous; Tof superior quality (see FRANK- 
INCENSE) XV ; ingenuous, candid xvi. - (O)F. 
franc = Pr. franc, Sp., It. franco = medL. 
francus free, identical with the ethnic name 
(see FRANK), which acquired the sense ‘free’ 
because in Frankish Gaul full freedom was 
possessed only by those belonging to or 
adopted by the dominant people. Hence 
(from the sense }‘free of charge’ of the adj. ; 
cf. F. franc de port carriage-free) frank vb. 
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superscribe (a letter, etc.) with one’s signa- 
ture to ensure free conveyance, (hence) 
stamp xviii; facilitate the passage of XIX. 


Frank frank A. of the Germanic nation (or 
nations) that conquered Gaul and from 
which the country received the name of 
France (Francia) OE. ; B. in the Levant (e.g. 
Gr. Ppdyxos), individual of Western nation- 
ality xvi. OE. Franca = OHG. Franko; 
supposed to be named from their national 
weapon, OE. franca javelin (cf. SAXON). 


frankincense frz‘nkinsens olibanum. xiv. 
~ OF. franc encens ; see FRANK (formerly used 
in the sense ‘of superior quality’), INCENSE. 


franklin fre-nklin landholder of free but 
not noble birth. xr (RGlouc.). ME. 
francoleyn, frankeleyn (3 syll., as in Ch.) 
— AL. francálaànus, £. francális (as in feudum 
francále, synon. with feudum francum, OF. 
franc fieu ; francália n. pl. territory held with- 
out dues ; francáliter adv. without dues), f. 
francus free, FRANK; see -AL!, -AN. 


frankpledge fre-nkpled3 system by which 
each member of a tithing was responsible 
for every other. xv(fraunciplegge). — law L. 
franciplegium, latinization of AN.frauncplege, 
f. franc FRANK + plege PLEDGE, mistr. of OE. 
fripborh peace-pledge (frip, f. *fri- love, as 
in FRIEND), through the corrupt forms freo- 
borh, friborh, in which the first element was 
identified with free. 


frantic fræ'ntik Tinsane XIV; frenzied xvi. 
Late ME. frentik, frantik (forms with -e- 
survived til xvi)-(O)F. frénétique ~ L. 
phrenéticus PHRENETIC. The early change 
from -e- to -a- is unaccounted for. 


frap fræp A. (dial) strike xiv; B. (naut.) 
bind tightly xvi. In A perh. repr. OE. (late 
Nhb.) (ge)frepgiga, which may contain the 
base of the Rom. word; in B ~ OF. fraper 
(mod. frapper). 

frass frees excrement of larve. xix. — G. frass 
(MHG. vràáz), f. fressen devour (see FRET!). 


frate frā'tei friar. XVIII. It. (see FRIAR). 
Q The abbrev. form fra is used as a prefix, 
e.g. Fra Angelico. 


frater frei'təs (hist.) refectory in a religious 
house, xur. ME. freitore, freitlojur - OF. 
fraitur, aphetic of refreitor — medL. refectó- 
rium REFECTORY. Hence fra:trv?. xiv. 


fraternal frətõ'ınəl brotherly. xv (Lydg.). 
— medL. frdterndlis, £. L. fráternus, £. fráter 
BROTHER; cf. (O)F. fraternel and see -A1!. 
So fraternity brotherhood. xiv. - (O)F. 
=- L. fraternizEk frz'toinoiz. xvii. fra:ter- 
niz4 TION. xvni, - F. 


fratricide! frei'trisaid, fraet- one who kills 
his (or her) brother. xv. = F, fratricide or L. 
frátricida, f. frdter; see prec. and -CIDE!. So 
fra:tricide?. xvr. - (O)F. fratricide or late 
L. fradtricidium ; see -CIDE?. 


frau frau German married woman, wife; 
Mrs. xix. G. (OHG. frowwa) — Du. vRovw. 


FREE 


So früulein frorlain German young lady; 
Miss. xvu. G. (MHG. vrouwelin), dim. 
formation. 


fraud frid deception. xiv (R. Mannyng). 
~ (O)F. fraude — L. fraudem, nom. fraus. So 
frau:duLENT. xv (Lydg). - OF. or L. 


fraught fr5t (arch.) laden xiv; stored, sup- 
plied xv; attended with xvi. pp. of tfraught 
load (a ship) xiv - MDu. vrachten, f. vracht 
(whence Eng. fraught sb. xiv, now Sc.) — 
MLG. vracht (whence G. fracht, Da. fragt, 
etc.), beside wrecht FREIGHT, prob. corr. to 
OHG. fréht earnings :- Germ. *fraaixtiz, 
f. *fra- FOR--- *aixtiz acquisition, property 
(see AUGHT). 

fraxinella freksine-loa cultivated species of 
dittany. xvir (Evelyn). modL., dim. of L. 
fraxinus ash (cf. BIRCH). 


fray’ frei (arch.) frighten. xu1 (Cursor M.). 
Aphetic of Arrray. Hence fray sb. (dial.) 
alarm ; disturbance, conflict. xiv. 


fray? frei Trub xiv (in vbl. sb. fraying noise 
of friction, Barbour); Tbruise; Tclash, col- 
lide xv; spec. (of deer) rub their horns xvi 
(T'urbervile) ; rub away xvii (Steele). - F. 
Frayer, earlier *freiter = Pr., Sp., Pg. fregar, 
It. fregare, Rum. freca :~ L. fricáre rub, rel. 
to fridre (cf. FRIABLE). 


frazzle fre-zl (U.S.) tear to rags. XIX. 
First recorded by Forby from East Anglian 
dial.; perh. a blend of Fray? and dial. fazzle 
tangle. Hence fra’zzle sb. pl. frayed ends; 
phr. to a frazzle. 


freak frik sudden change (as of fortune), 
capricious notion xv1 (fortunes frekes) ; capri- 
cious prank xvir; product of sportive fancy 
XVIII; (in full freak of nature, L. lusus 
naturæ) monstrous individual of its kind 
XIX. prob. of dial. origin. 


freaked frikt variegated. xvi (Milton; 
whence in later poet. use). perh. alteration, 
by assoc. with streak, of freckt (Sandys, 
1621), based on FRECKLE. 


freckle fre-kl brownish spot on the skin. 
xiv. Early forms are fracel, frakel; altera- 
tion of (dial.) freken, fraken (Ch.) - ON. 
freknur pl. (Sw. frákne, Da. fregne). Hence 
fre-cklEp?. xiv (yfracled, yfreklet spotted); 
in ME. also frakned, fraknyd, after ON. 
freknóttr. 


free fri not in bondage or subject to control 
from outside. OE. fréo = OF ris., OS., 
OHG. fri (Du. vrij, G. frei), ON. *frir (only 
in comp. fridls t= *frihals 'free-necked' ; cf. 
OHG. frihals free man, OE. fréols, Goth. 
frethals freedom), Goth. freis :- CGerm. 
*frijaz 1- YE. *prijos, the stem of which is 
repr. also by Skr. priyds dear (priyd wife, 
daughter) Av. fryo, W. rhydd free, OSI. 
prijatelji friend, OE. frigu love, fréon, 
Goth. frijón (see FRIEND), OS. fri woman, 
ON. Frigg (cf. Fripay). The primary sense 
is ‘dear’; the Germ. and Celtic meaning 
comes of its having been applied to the 
members of a household connected by ties 
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of kindred with the head, as opp. to the 
slaves. The reverse development is seen 
in L. liberi children, orig. the free members 
of a household. freebooter frrbü:toi 
piratical adventurer. xvi. - Du. vribuiter, 
t-bueter; cf. FILIBUSTER. free:DoM. OE. 
fréodém; cf. Du. vrijdom. free'ho:ldER!. 
xv. tr. AN. fraunc tenaunt ‘free tenant’, one 
who possesses a free-hold estate, AN. 
Ffraunc tenement ‘free holding’. free LANCE 
military adventurer. xIx (Scott); later esp. 
fig. freerLv?. OE. fréolice. free:MAN. OE. 
fréoman; so free-wo:man. xiv  (Wycl. 
Bible). free-ma:rtin hermaphrodite or 
imperfect female of the ox kind. xvi; of 
unkn. origin; cf. Ir., Gael. mart cow 
(fattened for the market)  free-MA:sON 
tskilled worker in stone (perh. orig. one 
emancipated from the control of guilds and 
so free to work where wanted) xiv ; member 
of a fraternity which grew out of the practice 
of admitting to societies of stonemasons 
other persons not of that craft (first called 
accepted masons) xvii. free:sSTONE fine- 
grained sandstone or limestone. XIV. tr. 
OF. franche pere, AL. lapis liber (c. 1200), 
the adj. meaning ‘of superior quality’. free-= 
thi:nker one who refuses to submit his 
reason to tbe control of authority. xvid 
(once earlier, applied to a sect); cf. Du. 
vrijdenker, F. libre penseur (xvii). free 
thought. xv (Shaftesbury). freewILL 
unrestrained choice, (theol.) power of direct- 
ing one’s actions without constraint by 
necessity. XIII; tr. late L. liberum arbitrium. 


freesia fri-zio, fri-3!9 iridaceous plant from 
the Cape of Good Hope. xix. modL. (used 
by Ecklon for a group of allied plants), f. 
name of his friend Friedrich H. T. Freese, 
a physician of Kiel, Germany, see -1a!. 


freeze friz, pt. froze frouz, pp. frozen 
frou'zn (impers.) be so cold that ice forms 
OE.; be converted into ice XIII: convert 
into ice xv. OE. fréosan, pt. fréas, pp. 
froren (see FRORE) = MLG., MDu. vrésen 
(Du. vriezen), OHG. friosan (G. frieren, 
with analogical r for s), ON. frjósa, Goth. 
*friusan (cf. frius frost) :- CGerm. *freusan, 
f. *freus- *fraus- *frus- :- IE. *preus- *prous- 
*prus-, repr. by L. pruina hoarfrost, Skr. 
prusvá. 

freight freit hire of a transport vessel xv; 
cargo, lading xvi. = MLG., MDu. vrecht 
(whence also F. fret, Sp. flete, Pg. frete), var. 
of vracht (see FRAUGHT). 

French fren'f pert. to France. Late OE. 
frencisé 1- Germ. *fragkiskaz (whence medL. 
Franciscus, the source of OF. franceis, mod. 
frangais), f. *Fragkon FRANK ; see 18u!,. 'The 
contr. form is found in early ME. ( frennsce, 
La3.); cf. WELSH, ScorcH. Some ME. 
forms with k, e.g. frankis, frenkis, -isch, were 
based on or infl. by ON. Frankis(menn, etc.). 
Hence Frenchi-ry. xvi (Greene, Jonson). 

frenzy fre-nzi mentalderangement,(passing 


into) wild agitation of mind. xiv (R, Rolle). 
ME. frenesie - (O)F. frénésie, corr. to Pr., 


FRIABLE 


It. frenesia - medL. phrenésia, for L. phre- 
nésis (whence Pr., Sp., Pg. frenesi), f. Gr. 
phren-, phrén mind ; cf. FRANTIC, and see -v?. 


frequent fri:kwont tcrowded; Tcommonly 
practised ; taddicted to xv1; recurring often, 
constant, habitual xvi1. ~ (O)F. fréquent or 
L. frequent-, -éns crowded, frequent, of 
unkn. origin (supposed by some to be rel. 
to farcire stuff, FARCED); see -ENT. So fre:- 
QUENCE. xvi. -(Q)EF.-L. frequentia, 
whence also fre-quENcy. xvi. frequent 
frikwe:nt visit, associate with, resort to Xv ; 
Tpractise xv (Caxton). — (O)F. fréquenter or 
L. frequentare (its senses ‘crowd’, ‘celebrate’ 
were also formerly in Eng. use), f. frequens. 
freque-ntATIVE (gram.) expressing repeti- 
tion. XV. 


fresco fre'skou painting in water-colour on 
a wall, etc., of which the plaster is not quite 
dry. xvi. orig. in fresco, tal fresco, ta fresco, 
repr. It. affresco, i.e. al fresco ‘on the fresh 
(plaster)’; see FRESH. 


fresh fref fteager, ardent x11 (Orm); brisk, 
vigorous XIII (La3.); not salty (RGlouc.); 
new, novel, recent ; having the signs of new- 
ness, not tainted, sullied, or worn xiv 
(Rolle); (of wind) xvi. ME. fresch, (Orm) 
fressh - OF. freis, fem. fresche (mod. frais, 
fraiche) = Pr. fresc, Sp., Pg., It. fresco (cf. 
AL FRESCO, FRESCO) — Rom. *friscu-s - Germ. 
*friskaz, repr. by OE. fersé in senses ‘not 
salted, not salt’? (continued in rare ME. 
ferchse, uersse) = OFris., MDu. fersc (Du. 
vers), OHG., frisc (G. frisch), ON. ferskr, 
perh. rel. to OSI. présinti fresh, Lith. préskas 
unleavened. Hence freshen’. XVII; super- 
seding fresh vb. xıv-xvii (later arch.). 


freshet fre'fit small stream of fresh water 
XVI; flood xvi1. prob. — fem. of OF. freschet 
(as in fontaine frechette), f. frais FRESH; see 
-ET. 


fret! fret Tdevour OE. ; gnaw ; also fig. xit; 
chafe, irritate, vex Xur. OE. fretan = 
MLG., MDu. vrēten (Du. vreten), OHG. 
frezgan (G. fressen), Goth. fraitan; CGerm. 
(exc. ON.) f. *fra- For-1-+ *etan EAT. Hence 
as sb. xv (Lydg.). 

fret? fret (chiefly in pp. fretted) tadorned 
with interlaced work xv (R. Rolle); adorned 
with carved or embossed work xvir (Sh.). 
prob. -OF. freter (in pp. freté = AL. 
frectatus, frictatus), rel. to frete trellis, inter- 
Jaced work (mod. frette), of unkn. origin. 
So fret sb. xiv (Ch.). prob. - OF. frete. 
comp. fre-twoRE XVIII. 


fret? fret (mus.) bar of wood, etc., to regu- 
late the pitch in some stringed instruments. 
xvi. Of unkn. origin. 

Freudian froi-dion pert. to the system of 
psychoanalysis founded by Sigmund Freud 
(1856-1939). 

friable fraitabl easily reducible to powder. 
XVI. ~ F. friable (Rabelais) or L. fridbilis, f. 
fridre crumble, rel. to fricdre (cf. FRICTION, 
FRAY“); see -ABLE. 
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friar fraiax member of certain religious 
orders (Franciscans, Augustinians, Domini- 
cans, Carmelites). xii. ME. frere — (O)F. 
frère = Pr. fraire brother, friar (whence Sp. 
fraile, + fraire), Pg. freire += 1. frātrem, nom. 
fráter BROTHER (whence It. FRATE). For the 
phonology cf. briar, entire, quire. 


fribble fri-bl tfalter; (chiefly dial.) act aim- 
lessly or feebly, fool away. xvii (Middleton, 
Brome, Shirley). Expressive formation (cf. 
~LE”), @ Connexion with FRIVOL adj. and 
vb. is ruled out by chronology. 


fricandeau  frikádow fricassee of veal. 

xvi. F. fricassee frikasi- ragout of sliced 
meat. xvI. ~ F. fricassée, sb. use of fem. pp. 
of fricasser mince and cook in gravy; of 
unkn. origin. 


fricative frrkotiv (philol. produced by 
friction. of the breath through a narrow 
opening of the mouth. XIX. — modL. frica- 
tivus, f. L. fricãre; see next and -ATIVE. 


friction frrkfíon rubbing (orig. med.). xvr. 
— F. friction (Paré) - L. frictió(n-) (Celsus), 
f. fricdre rub, rel. to fridre; see FRIABLE, 
-TION. 


Friday fraidi sixth day of the week. OE. 
frigedeg (whence ON. frjddagr), cort. to 
OFris. fri(g)endei, MLG., MDu. vridach 
(Du. vrijdag), OHG. friatag (G. freitag); 
i.e. DAY of Frig = ON. Frigg name of the 
wife of Odin, prop. sb. use of fem. of Germ. 
*frijaz noble, FREE; CWGerm. tr. of late L. 
Veneris dies day of the planet Venus (whence 
F. vendredi, It. venerdi), based on Gr. 
Adgpodirys pépa ‘day of Aphrodite’. 

friend frend ‘one joined to another in 
mutual benevolence and intimacy’ (J.); 
tlover OE. ; (now only pl.; orig. partly after 
ON. freéndi) relative, kinsman xu. OE. 
fréond, pl. friend = OF ris. fritind, OS. friund 
(Du. vriend), OHG. friunt (G. freund), ON. 
(with change of decl. in the sg.) frændi, 
Goth. frijonds; CGerm. prp. formation on 
*frijójan (whence OE. fréogan, freon, Goth. 
früjón love), f. *frijaz beloved, FREE. For the 
formation cf. FIEND, which preserves thelong 
vowel, whereas in friend there is shortening 
(usu. held to be due to the comps. friendly, 
friendship, in OE. fréondlié, -sdipe), though 
it retains the sp. assoc. with the long vowel 
(which is shown, e.g. in freend, freind, com- 
mon in xvi). OE. pl. friend, fréond continued 
in ME. as frend; the rare and late fréondas 
became the regular pl. frendes, friends. 


frieze! friz coarse woollen cloth with a nap. 
xv (frese, frise). — F. frise (whence also G. 
fries) — Sp., Pg. frisa - medL. *(Iàna) frisia 
FRISIAN wool (so L. panni frisit Frisian 
cloths). 


frieze? friz (archit.) member of entablature 
between architrave and cornice. XVI (frese). 
~ F. frise-medL. frisium, var. of frigium, 
for L. Phrygium (sc. opus) Phrygian work; 
cf. L. phrygiz vestes. In It. fregio, Sp. friso, 
the relation of which is not clear. 


frigate frigot (orig.) light swift vessel (later 

variously applied). xvr. — F. frégate — It. 
fregata, Tfragata (whence Sp. fragata), of 
unkn. origin. 


fright frait fear (OE.) sudden or intense 
fear. OE. fryhto, metathetic (Nhb.) var. of 
fyrhto = Goth. faurhtei += Germ. *furytīn, 
f. *furytaz afraid, repr. by OE. forht, OS. 
foroht, -aht, OHG. foraht, Goth. faurhts; 
the other WGerm. langs. have a synon. sb. 
without mutation, viz. OF ris. fruchita, OS., 
OHG. for(a)hta (Du., G. furcht), No known 
cogns. outside Germ. So fright vb. terrify. 
OE. (Nhb.) fryhta, var. of fyrhtan = OF ris. 
fruchtia, OS. forahtian, OHG. for(a)htan, 
furihten (G. fürchten), Goth. faurhtjan. Cf. 
AFFRIGHT. Superseded by frightEN*. xvii 
(Pepys). 

frigid frid3id fcold in ‘quality’ xv; in- 
tensely cold xvir. — L. frīgidus, f. frīgēre 
be cold, f. frigus cold — Gr. rhigos t= *srigos 
(with vb. rhigein); see -1D'. So frigi-dity. 
xv. —(O)F. — late L. 


frijoles fri-yoles Mexican kidney-bean. 
XVI (formerly sp. with s, ð, z). Sp. pl. of 
frijol, frejol. 

frill fril wavy ornamental edging. XVI. 
contemp. with tbe corr. vb.; of unkn. 
origin. The sense ‘mesentery of an animal’, 
not recorded till xrx, may have been the ori- 
ginal, in which case the development would 
be similar to that of chitterling, F. fraise, 
and G. gekróse (1) mesentery, (ii) ruff. 


fringe frin¢z ornamental border of stuff 
with dependent threads xiv ; edging, border 
xvii. Late ME. frenge ~ OF. frenge, fringe 
(mod. frange, whence It. frangia, Sp., Pg. 
franja) — Pr. fremnha, Rum. frínghie cord 
:- Rom. *frimbia, metathetic alteration of 
late L. fimbria, eaxlier only pl. fibres, shreds, 
fringe. «| For the change of e to i before 
ndz cf. cringe, hinge, singe, swinge. Hence 
vb. xv. 


fringillaceous frindzilei'fəs of the finch 
family. xix. f. L. fringilla finch+ -ACEOUS. 


frippery fri-pari fold clothes xvi (freprie) ; 
finery in dress XVII; empty display XVIII. 
-F. friperie, OF. freperie, f. frepe, ferpe, 
felpe, feupe rag, old clothes, of unkn. origin ; 
see -ERY. 

Frisian, Friesian fri-zion, fri-gzion, fri-- 
pert. to, an inhabitant of, the language of, 
Friesland. xvi. f. L. Frisii (pl.) — the native 
name OF ris. Frisa, Frésa, whence OE. Frisa, 
Frésa, MDu. Vriese (Du. Vries), OHG. 
Friaso (G. Friese), ON. Frisir; see -1AN. 
Earlier ¢Friese (xv, Caxton) - MDu. 


frisk frisk move briskly and sportively. 
xvi. f. frisk adj. brisk, lively - OF. frisque 
vigorous, alert, lively, merry, var. of frische, 
friche, earlier frique, of unkn. origin. 


frisket Ííriskit (typogr.) frame hinged to 
the tympan. xvii (Moxon). - F. frisquette 
- modPr. frisqueto — Sp. frasqueta. 


[377] 


FRIT 


frit frit calcined mixture of sand, etc., to 
be melted to form glass. xvir. = It, fritta 
(perh. through F. fritte), sb. use of fem. pp. 
of friggere FRY?. 


frith! frip wood, wooded country sur- 
viving in place-names: Chapel en le Frith, 
Frithsden, Pirbright (Pirbrigth xiv, for Pyri- 
fright xu, Perifrith xii, OE. pirifyrhpe 
“‘pear-tree wood’); (dial.) sparsely grown 
land xvi, underwood xvu. OE. (ge)fyrhpe, 
Jyrhp :- Germ. *eafurxpjam, *furxpi, perh. 
f. *furyjón FIR. 

frith? frip firth. xvr (Holland). var. of 
FIRTH ; perh. infl. by L. fretum arm of the 
sea, formerly its supposed origin. 

fritillary fritilori plant of the liliaceous 
genus Fritillaria, esp. F. Meleagris. XVIL 
- modL. fritilldvia, f. L. fritillus dice-box, 
presumably applied to the chessboard; so 
named in ref. to the chequered markings of 
the corolla. Cf. -ARY. 

fritter! fritter portion of batter fried in oil, 
etc. XIV. — (O)F. friture = Pr., Sp. fritura, 
It. frittura, Rum. fripturd :- Rom. *frictüra, 
f. frict-, pp. stem of L. frigere FRY? ; see -URE. 
The suffix finally became -er, through -our, 
-eur. 

fritter?* fritor Tbreak into fragments; do 
away with piecemeal, waste in trifling. 
XVII. f. fritters fragments (xvii), synon. 
with earlier (dial.) flztters (xvi11), expressive 
alteration of (dial) fitters (xvi), f. Tfitter 
break into small fragments, perh. rel. to 
MHG. vetze (G. fetzen) rag, scrap ; see -ER^. 

Friulian friū'liən pert. to (the language of) 
Friuli, a district at the head of the Adriatic 
Sea. f. Friuli :- L. Forojulium, i.e. Forum 
Julii said to have been founded by Julius 
Caesar; see -IAN. 

frivolous frrvolos of little importance; 
lacking in seriousness. xv. f. L. (mainly 
late) frivolus silly, trifling + -ous. Hence, 
by back-formation, colloq. frivol vb. (also 
frivel, frivule), xix. frivolity -o-líti. XVIIL 
— F., f. (O)F. frivole (whence tfrivol adj. xv) 
- L. frivolus. 

friz(z) friz curl (the hair) in crisp curls. 
XVit. Earliest forms freeze, frize = F. friser, 
perh. f. fris-, stem of frire rRY?; the vowel 
appears to have been shortened under the 
infl. of the earlier FRIZZLE. 

frizzle írizl frizz (the hair). xvi. First in 
pp. frisled, and earlier than friz(z), of which 
it might be supposed to be a deriv. ; similar 
Fris. forms such as frisle head of hair, 
friselen plait, are doubtfully rel.; perh. 
- OF. freselé plaited. 

fro frou prep. (now dial.) from xu (Ormu- 
lum); adv. in to and fro xii (fra and till, 
Cursor M.) - ON. frd — OE. fram FROM. 
frock frok long eccl. open-sleeved habit; 
long coat or tunic XIV; skirted outer gar- 
ment, gown XIV. =(O)F. froc = Pr. froc 
(medL. froccus), of Germ. origin (cf. OS., 
OHQG. roc; not identical with OHG. roc, 
G. rock coat; see ROCHET). 


FRONTIGNAC 


frog! frog tailless amphibious animal. OE. 
frogga, a pet-form similar to docga DOG, 
*stacga STAG, wicga (see EARWIG); rel. to 
OE. forsé, frosé, frox, ME. frosh, dial. frosk 
= MLG., Du. vorsch, OHG. frosc (G. 
frosch), ON. froskr :— Germ. *froskaz, prob. 
i~ *frudskaz, f.  *frud- *fraud- *frid-, 
whence also ME. früde, froude (x1t-xv) frog 
or toad — ON. fraudr, OSw. pl. fredhir (Da. 
frö), ON. frauki (:— *fraudki); OF. frots is 
from Germ. Hence froggy frogi playful 
designation of a frog ; (sl. ; #-) contemptuous 
nickname for a Frenchman, from his eating 
frogs, XIX; see -Y?. 

frog? frog pyramidal V-shaped substance 
in the sole of a horse’s hoof. xvi1. prob. a 
transf. use of FROG! partly induced by the 
formal similarity of synon. It. forchetta and 
F. fourchette, dim. of forca, fourche FORK, 
whence perh. (dial.) frush (cf. “The French 
men call it furchette which word our farriers 
.. do make it a monosyllable, and pronounce 
it the frush', T'opsell, 1607). Q Cf. similar 
uses of words for ‘frog’, e.g. Gr. bátrakhos, 
Pg. ranilha, WFris. frosk. 


frog? frog attachment to the waist-belt to 
carry a sword, etc.; ornamental fastening 
for a military coat. xvii (Defoe). Of unkn. 
origin. 

frolic fra-lik joyous; sportive. xvi (frow- 
lyke, Bale, 1538). ~ Du. vrolijk, £. (M)Du. 
vro glad, joyous (= OS., OHG. frao, frō, 
G. froh, ON. frdr swift; wanting in Eng.)+ 
-lijk -LY!. Hence as vb. xvi, whence as sb. 
XVII; assoc. with -Ic. 


from from, fram prep. denoting departure, 
separation, derivation. OE. fram, from = 
OS., OHG., Goth. fram, ON. frd Fro; f. 
fra- = PRO-+-m suffix (cf. Gr. prómos 
foremost, Umbrian promom at first). The 
primary sense was ‘forward’; cf. ON. 
fram(m) = Goth. framis (compar.) forward 
(adv.), OE. fram, from, ON. framr forward, 
valiant, OF ris. from useful (fromia make use 
of); see also FRAME. The sense-development 
was ‘onward’, ‘on the way’, ‘away’ (from). 


frond frond (bot.) leaf-like organ formed 
by the union of stem and foliage. XVIII. 
- L. frond-, frons leaf, which was applied by 
Linnzus in a specific sense )( folium (Fo1L*). 


front frant (arch.) forehead, face x111; fore- 
most part xiv. =(O)F. front = Pr. front, 
Sp. frente, Pg. fronte, Rum. frunte = L. 
frontem, nom. fróns. fro'ntAGE. XVII (rare 
before XIX). frontaL fra'ntl tornament for 
the forehead ; movable covering for the front 
of an altar. xiv. - OF. frontel — L. frontdle 
(in pl. -ãlia), f. front-. frontar! adj. (xvi). 
frontier fro:ntio1 Tfront part xiv ; boundary 
of a country xv. Late ME. frounter(e) - 
(O)F. frontiére = Pr. frontetra forehead, Sp. 
frontera, Pg. fronteira, It. frontiera frontier, 
AN. frounter ; Rom. deriv. of L. fróns. 


Frontignac fronti:njek muscat wine of 
Frontignan, France, XVII, 
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frontispiece ír4:ntispis principal face of a 
building xvi; pediment; Tfront page of 
a book; illustration facing the title-page 
XVII. — F. frontispice or late L. frontispicium 
examination of the forehead, physiognomy, 
countenance, facade, f. L. /front-, frons 
FRONT---spicium, as in auspicium AUSPICE ; 
very early assim. in sp. to piece. 


frore froox (dial) frozen xiI1; (arch.) very 
cold, frosty xv (Caxton). pp. of FREEZE. 


frost frdst state of freezing, frozen dew or 
vapour. OE. frost, usu. forst = OF ris. frost, 
forst, OS., (O)HG. frost (Du. vorst), ON. 
frost += CGerm. (exc. Goth.) *frustaz, -am, f. 
wk. grade of *freusan FREEZE-+ abstr. suffix 
-t-, The form frost was doubtless established 
by ON. influence. Hence frosty. xiv 
(Ch.); cf. Du. vorstig, OHG. forstag (G. -ig); 
OE. had a mutated form fyrstig. 


froth frdp aggregation of small bubbles on 

liquid. xiv (Sir Gawain, Wycl. Bible). 
- ON. froda or fraud, f. Germ. *freup- 
*fraup- *frup-, repr. also by the OE. vb. 
Gfréopan froth. Hence froth vb. xiv 
(Wycl. Bible, Ch.); ON. had a mutated 
form freyda. 


frou-frou frū'frů rustling, as of silk. xix. 
F., of imit. origin. 

frow frau tDutchwoman xiv; (Dutch or 
German) wife xvI (superseded by vRouw); 
cf, FRAU. 


froward  fírou oid perverse, refractory 
J)( toward. xii (Cursor M.). f. FRO-+--WARD; 
superseding the native tfromward, OE. 
framweard. @ Also as adv. and prep. ‘away’, 
‘away from’ XII-XVI. 


frown fraun knit the brows in displeasure 
or puzzlement. xiv (Ch.). - OF. frongnier, 
froignier (surviving in re(n)frogner ; corr. to 
Sp. enfurrufiarse be suxly), f. froigne surly 
look, of Celtic origin (cf. W. ffroen nose). 


frowzy frau-zi fusty, musty xvII (Otway); 
dirty and unkempt XVIII. prob. rel. to earlier 
synon. (dial.) frowy xvi (Spenser), tfrowitsh, 
and later frowsty (Xix) ; ult. origin unkn. 

fructify fra-ktifai bear fruit x1v ; make fruit- 
ful xvi. — (O)F. fructifier — L. friictificdre, f. 
friictus FRUIT; see -FY. So fru-ctuous 
abounding with fruit. xIv (Wycl. Bible). 
- OF. fructuous or L. früctuosus, f. früctus. 


frugal frū'gəl sparing in the use of things 

XVI; sparingly supplied xvir. = L. frūgaālis, 
back-formation from frūgālior, -issimus, 
compar. and superl. of frūgī indecl. adj. 
(evolved from phr. frūgī bonæ ‘to good 
advantage’, serviceable, useful), d. of frux, 
chiefly pl. frūgēs produce of the soil (cf. 
FRUIT); see -AL?. So fruga-liry. xvi. 
- (O)F. or L. 


fruit früt (esp. pl.) vegetable products gen. 
x11; edible product of a tree; (arch.) off- 
spring; produce, product x11. — (O)F. fruit 
= Pr. fruch, OSp. frucho, It. frutto = L. 
früctu-s (enjoyment of) the produce of the 
soil, harvest, fruit, revenue, f. *friig-, base 


of frui enjoy, perh. orig. feed on, frügés 
‘fruits’ of the earth; the IE. base *bhrig- is 
repr. also by OE. brücan use, enjoy, endure, 
BROOK?, So fruit vb. bear fruit. xiv (PPI.). 
frui terer dealer in fruit xv; extension with 
-ER! of fruiter (xv; now chiefly U.S.). 
—- (O)F. fruitier (see -ER?) ; later prob. f. fruit 
sb. 4- -ER!. Hence frui-terzss!. xvir. fruit- 
ful, productive of fruit (etc.) xrrr. frui-tless 
ineffectual x1v; unproductive xv; unavailing 
XIX. 


fruition frui-fan enjoyment, peaceable 
possession. (xv). —(O)F. fruition — late L. 
Jruitió(n-), f£. frui enjoy ; see FRUIT, -TION. 


frumenty fri:monti, furmety f5-1miti 
dish made of hulled wheat boiled in milk. 
XIV (frumentee, furmente). — OF. frumentee, 
fourmentee, f. frument, fourment (mod. fro- 
ment wheat) — Pr. fromen, OSp. hormiento, 
It. frumento :— L. frümentum, perh. f. frui ; 
see FRUIT and -Yy?. 


frump framp Tsneer, jeer, hoax xvt; (pl., 
dial.) il humour, sulks xvu (Dryden); 
dowdy woman xiX. prob. shortening of 
(dial.) frumple wrinkle (X1v), as vb. - MDu. 
verrompelen, f. ver- FOR- --rompelen RUMPLE. 


frush ír4A[| see FROG?. XVII. 


frustrate fra'streit balk, disappoint. xv. 
f. frustrate, pp. (xv) -— L. frustrdtus, pp. of 
frustrdre, £. frustrd in vain, rel. to fraus 
FRAUD; see -ATE®, So frustra‘TION. XVI. 


frustum fra-stam portion of a solid left 
after the upper part has been cut off by a 
plane. xvir (Sir T. Browne). L., ‘piece cut 
off’, perh. rel. to Gr. thraustds breakable. 


frutescent  früte:sont (bot.) becoming 
shrubby. xvir. irreg. f. L., frutex bush + 
-ESCENT (for *fruticescent, L. fruticescere). 
So fru'ticose shrub-like. XVIL = L. fruti- 
cõsus, f. frutic-, fru-tex (bot.) shrub (xvi). 


fry! frai ‘offspring; young of fish xiv; 
young or insignificant creatures xv. Implied 
in AL. frium xiii-xiv. —- ON. *frío, frjó 
seed — Goth. fraiw (cf. ON. frjór fertile :- 
*fraiwjaz), of unkn. origin. 


fry? frai cook in boiling fat. xm. - (O)F. 
frire = Pr. frir, fregir, Sp. freir, Pg. frigir, 
It. friggere, Rum. frige :— L. frigere (cf. Gr. 
phriigein, Skr. bhrjydti grill). 


fubsy f^ bzi fat and squat. xvin. f. Tfubs 
small chubby person (xvir), perh. blending 
of fat and chub; see -y', -sv. 


fuchsia Ííjü:[o genus of drooping-flowered 
shrubs. xviu. modL., named by Charles 
Plumier (d. 1706), F. botanist, after Leon- 
hard Fuchs, G. botanist (xvI); see -IA}. 


fucus fjü:kos tcosmetic xvI; genus of sea- 
weeds XVIII. — L. fücus rock-lichen, red dye 
or cosmetic — Gr. phiikes, of Semitic origin 
(cf. Heb. pik). So fuca’ckous. xIx. 


fuddle fa-dl tipple; intoxicate. xvi. Of 
unkn. origin ; rare syns. were Tfuzz, tfuxzie. 
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XVII. 
perh. alteration of earlier fadge, occas. fodge 
fit, adjust, and ult. identical with ME. fage, 
dial. fadge deceive, beguile, of unkn. origin. 
Hence fudge sb. made-up story, deceit; 
int. stuff and nonsense! xvin. @ There is 
no proof of connexion with a certain Captain 
Fudge, nicknamed Lying Fudge (xvii). 

fudge? fad3 soft sweetmeat made with 
sugar, milk, chocolate, etc. late xix (choco- 
late fudge). perh. f. prec. 


fuel fju'l material for burning. xiv (T're- 
visa). — AN. fuaille, fewaile, OF. fouaille = 
Rom. *focdlia (in medL., obligation to 
furnish or right to demand fuel), f. focus fire 
(see FOCUS). 


fug fag (sl) stuffy atmosphere. xix. perh. 
a blending of elements of two or more 
synons., e.g. T/unk (xvir-xvim) and Tfogo 
offensive smell (early x1x); cf. fogus tobacco 
(xvi) which is perh. a joc. latinization of 
fog, of which, however, fug is a Sc. var. 


fugacious fjugei'fas fleeting xvi; failing or 
fading early xvi. f. L. fugdci-, fugax, f 
fugere flee; see FUGITIVE, -ACIOUS. 


-fuge fjūd3 terminal el. repr. L. -fugus, in 
the classical period connected directly with 
fugere flee (as in profugus fugitive, refugus 
receding), but in later formations (as febri- 
fugus FEBRIFUGE, vermifugus VERMIFUGE), 
assoc. with fugdre put to flight. 


fugitive fju-dzitiv (one) who takes to flight, 
Tbanished xiv (Ch.) ; sb. xiv (Wycl. Bible). 
—-(OM. fugitif, -ive - L. fugitivus, -iva, f. 
fugit-, pp. stem of fugere flee ; see BOW’, -IVE. 

fugleman fjü:glmén model soldier. xix. 
= (with simplification of /..1) G. fligelmann 
flank-man, f. flügel wing (f. Germ.*fluz- 
FLY?) +- mann MAN. Hence (by back- 
formation) fugle vb. act as a fugleman or 
director. xix (Carlyle). 


fugue fjig (mus.) contrapuntal polyphonic 
composition. XVI (fuge). — F. fugue or its 
source It. fuga — L. fuga tlight, rel. to fugere 
flee (cf. FUGITIVE). Hence fu:gar!. xix. 


fudge! fads patch up, ‘fake’, ‘cook’. 3 


eful! fəl, fl suffix appended to sbs., forming 
adjs. like corr. forms in other Germ. langs., 
orig. with the meaning ‘full of’, which still 
survives but has in many instances weakened 
to ‘characterized by’, ‘fraught with’, ‘having’, 
‘possessing the qualities or attributes of? 
what is denoted by the sb. OE. formations 
are repr. by careful, harmful, lustful, mindful, 
rightful, shameful, sinful, sorrowful, wilful, 
wonderful; many comps. of OE. origin did 
not survive, but new ones arose in abundance 
in ME. and later, as awful, beautiful, blissful, 
delightful, dreadful, eventful, fearful, fruitful, 
gainful, hateful, lawful, manful, masterful, 
soulful, tearful, thoughtful, woeful, worship- 
ful, many have both subjective and objective 
meanings. There are a few OE. formations 
on adjs.: deorcful ‘darkful’, slacful lazy; 
similar ones of later date are direful, fierceful. 
Based on vb.-stems are dareful (Sh.), mourn- 


FULLER 





ful, resentful, the implication being ‘apt or 
inclined to . .'. Special cases are bashful, 
forgetful, grateful, thankful, qq.v. 


-ful? ful suffx repr. the adj. FULL and form- 
ing sbs. denoting a receptacle filled with a 
substance, and hence the quantity that fills 
or would fill it. There are a few exx. in OE., 
the chief of which is HANDFUL (cf. Du. kond- 
vol, G. handvoll). The suffix soon became 
of universal application and the number of 
its comps., permanent or temporary, is lim- 
ited only by the number of appropriate sbs. 
OE. handfull was treated as a word, not 
as a syntactical combination, e.g. its d. pl. 
is handfullum. The present pl. is therefore 
properly handfuls, not handsful (as some 
have illogically supposed). Note the un- 
obscured u of this suffix as dist. from -FUL?. 
@ The following are of different origin, 
being direct comps. of the adj. full: bank- 
ful(l) full to the top of the bank, brimful full 
to the brim (which was preceded by synon. 
OE. brerdful), Ttopful. 


fulcrum fa4lkrom prop, support, spec. in 
mech. xvii — L. fulcrum post or foot of a 
couch, f. base *fulc- of fulcire support. 


fulfil fulfil fill up OE.; +furnish fully; 
satisfy, carry out x1. Late OE. fullfyllan 
(once), £. full FULL+fyllan FILL; a formation 
peculiar to Eng. Q The sense ‘carry out, 
consummate’ (a prophecy, promise), ‘satisfy’ 
(a desire, prayer) is in origin a Hebraism, 
lit. tr. Vulgate L. adimplére, implere, Hellen- 
2 Gr. plérotin fill, used after Heb. male 


fulgent fa'ldgənt (arch.) glittering. xv. 
— L. fulgent-, -éns, prp. of fulgere shine; see 
FLAME and -ENT. Cf. refulgent. 


fuliginous fjūli'dzinəs sooty. xvı (applied 
in old physiol. to certain thick exhalations). 
- late L. fuliginosus, f. fuligin-, nom. fiuligé 
soot, prob. rel. to fiimus smoke, FUME; see 
-ous and cf. F. fuligineux (humeur fuligi- 
neuse, Paré), perh. the immed. source. 


full ful holding all one or it can; abundant, 
complete. OE. full = OFris. foll, full, OS. 
ful (Du. vol), OHG. foll (G. voll), ON. fulir, 
Goth. fulls :- CGerm. *fullaz :- *fulnaz :- 
IE. *plnds, whence also Olr. lan, Lith. 
finas, OSl. plünt, Skr. pürnds - IE. *pol- 
*pel- *pl- with the vars. *plé-, *pld-, are 
repr. by an extensive series of words ex- 
pressing fullness or abundance, as OE, fela, 
OHG. filu (G. viel), Gr. polis, Skr. purús 
many, abundant, L. plēnus (cf. PLENARY), 
-plére fill, Arm. li full, Gr. plérés full, pléthos 
multitude, épléto, Skr. áprát, papra he filled. 


fuller fu-lox one who cleanses and thickens 
cloth by treading or beating. OE. fullere 
— L. fulló, with native suffix -ER!. The L. 
word (whence also F. foulon, It. follone) has 
been connected with a series of words 
meaning ‘white, shining’ (Gr. phdalios, 
phalérós, Lith. baltas, OE. b&l BALEFIRE). 
Fuller's earth (xvi) ; prob. after Du. vollers- 
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aarde; cf. G. walkererde (see WALKER?), F, 
terre à foulon. So full ful vb. xiv. prob. 
back-formation infl. by (O)F. fouler or 
medL. fulláre. 


fulmar fu:lmo: sea-bird Fulmarus glacialis. 
XVII. orig. a word of the Hebrides dial. ; 
perh. f. ON. fúll FOUL (with ref. to the bird's 
offensive smell)+ mdr gull, MEw!. 


fulminate fa-Imineit thunder forth; orig. 
a rendering of medL. fulmindre, used spec. 
of formal censure by eccl. authority. xv; 
also xv in pt. and pp. fulminat(e); see -ATE?. 
f. pp. stem of L. fulmináre, f. fulmin-, -men 
lightning, cf. base of fulgere (see FULGENT). 
So fulmina:TioN. xvi. -L 


fulsome fu:lsam Tabundant, plentiful xiu; 
Twell-grown; Tsatiating, cloying ; offensive 
XIV. f. FULL 4- -SOME! ; perh., but not neces- 
sarily, infl. by ME. ful rout. 


fulvous fa‘lvos reddish-yellow. xvi. f. L. 
fulvus 4- -ous ; the L. word contains the 
w-suffix characteristic of colour-names. 


fumade fjümei-d smoked pilchard. xvt. 
~ Sp. fumado, pp. of fumar smoke ; see FUME, 
E Q Corrupted in Cornwall to fair 
maid, 


fumble fa:mb! speak haltingly; use the 
hands clumsily. xvi. - LG. fummeln, (also 
Du.) fommelen, whence Sw. fumla. Cf. 
famble (xv) of faltering utterance (so Sw., 
famla, Da. famle). 


fume fjüm smoke, vapour (now restricted) 
XIV; fig. spec. of a fit of petulance xv 
(Lydg.). -(i) OF. fum = Pr., Rum. fum, 
Sp. humo, Pg., It. fumo :- L. fümu-s ; cf. Skr. 
dhiimds, OSI. dymii; (ii) OF. fume, f. fumer 
:- L. fümàáre smoke, whence fume vb. xiv 
or directly - L. So fumigate fjü:migeit ap- 
ply smoke or fumes to. xvi. f. pp. stem of 
L. fümigàre. fumiga TioN. xiv (Ch. 
= (O)F. or late L. (repl. late L. faimigium). 


fumitory fji-miteri plant of the genus 
Fumaria. xiv (fumeterre, Ch.; fumyterry, 
fumitorie, -arie xvi). —(O)F. fumeterre = 
Pr. fumterra — medL. fiimus terre ‘smoke of 
the earth’ (see FUME, TERRA), repr. also by 
Cat. fumileterre, Sp. filomosterra, It. fumo- 
sterno, and in translated form by G. erd- 
rauch, Sw. jordrók; so named because its 
growth was supposed to resemble the spread 
of smoke over the ground: assim. to words 
in -ARY, -ORY (cf. PELLITORY). 


fun fan thoax, practical joke xvii; diver- 
sion, sport xvni (Swift). f. tfun vb. hoax 
(xvir), prob. dial. var. of Tfon make a fool of 
(see FOND). Hence fu'nnyt comical XVIII; 
queer, odd xix. Q Giving the definition 
‘sport, high merriment’ Walker says: with 
great deference to Dr. Johnson, I think Fun 
ought rather to be styled low merriment. 


funambulist fjunz:mbjilist rope-dancer. 
xviii (Evelyn, 1697, had tfunamble, Bacon, 
1605, Tfunambulo, and Sylvester, 1606, 
tfunambulant; the L. form was current 


FUNK 


XVII). f. F. funambule, It., Sp. funambulo, 
or their source L. funambulus, f. fiinis rope+- 
ambuláre walk; see FUNICULAR, AMBLE, -IST. 


function fa-nkjan action or activity proper 


to anything xvi; religious or other public 
ceremony (after It. funzione, Sp. funcion, 
Pg. função) xvi1; (math.) variable quantity 
in relation to other variables xv (after 
Leibniz's use of L. functid). ~ (O)F. fonction 
—- L. functió(n-), f£. funct-, fungi perform (cf. 
DEFUNCT, PERFUNCTORY); see -TION. Hence 
fu'nction vb. xIx; after F. fonctionner. 
fu:nctionaL!. xvir. fu-nctionaRry!. XVIII 
(Burke); after F. fonctionnaire, a coinage of 
the Revolution period, to replace terms of 
royalist favour. 


fund fand A. tbottom, foundation, basis; 


B. source of supply; stock of money. XVII. 
refash. of fond after L. fundus BOTTOM, piece 
of land, farm, estate, which is the ult. source 
of F. fond bottom, basis, and fonds stock: 
Eng. fond and fund were used xvil indiffer- 
ently in both these senses. Hence fund vb. 
XVIII. 


fundament fa'ndəmənt foundation; but- 


tocks, anus. xir. ME. funde-, fondement, 
later fund-, fondment - (O)F. fondement s= 
L. fundámentum, f. fundáüre FOUND! (see 
-MENT); latinized forms ( fonda-), antecedent 
to the present form, appear xiv. So funda- 
me' ntat!. xv. -— F. fondamental (xv) or 
late L. funddmentdlis, whence funda- 
me-ntaliswv, -IST c. 1920. 


funebrial fjuni-briol funereal, gloomy. XVIL 


f. L. fünebris, f. fünus FUNERAL ; see -IAL. 


funeral fjū'nərəl adj. pert. to burial xIıv 


(Ch.); sb. burial ceremonies xvI; burial 
procession xvi. The adj. is - OF. funeral 
—late L. fünerális, f. füner-, nom. fünus 
obsequies, death, corpse; the sb., of which, 
after F. use, sg. and pl. were formerly used 
indifferently, is - OF. funeraille(s) - medL. 
fünerália; see -AL!', So funergaL fjunio'riol 
pert. to a funeral, gloomy. xvii (Pope). f. 
L. fünereus, f£. füner-. 


fungible fa:nd3ib! (leg.) that can serve for 


another (thing). xviir. — medL. fungibilis, 
f. fungi perform, enjoy, with meaning as in 
fungi vicé take the place of; see -IBLE. 


fungus f4:9gos mushroom or the like xv1; 


spongy excrescence XVII. — L. fungus, com- 
monly held to be — Gr. sphóggos, spóggos 
SPONGE. So fumngous. xv. -L. fungósus. 
Cf. F. fongus, fongueux (xvi, Paré). 


funicular fjunrkjülor pert. to a hypothe- 


tical filament of rarefied matter assumed 
bv Franciscus Linus (1661) xvi1 ; depending 
on a rope or its tension XIX. f. L. füniculus, 
dim. of fünts rope-l- -AR. 


funk fank cowering fear, panic. XVIII (first 


recorded by Lye as Oxford Univ. sl.). perh. 
identical with sl. funk tobacco smoke (cf. sl. 
smoke fear). So funk vb. show fear. XVII 
(Horace Walpole, at Eton). 
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FUNNEL 


FURY 





funnel fa'n] tube for conducting liquid, 
etc., into a small opening xv; ventilating 
shaft xvi. Late ME. fonel (prob. orig. a 
term of the wine trade with the South of 
France) - Pr. fonilh, also enfomih (whence 
Sp. fonil, Pg. funil, Breton founil, Basque 
untla) :- L. infundibulum, (late) fundibulum, 
f. (tn)fundere pour (in); see FOUND?, 


funny! fani light boat. xvir (at Cam- 
bridge), perh. joc. use of next. 


funny? see FUN. 


fur {51 (trimming of a garment made from) 
the hairy coat of certain animals. xiv (Ch., 
Trevisa). f. fur vb. line or trim with fur. 
XIII; cover, become covered, with a coating 
(whence a new sb. xix) xvir.. — AN. *furrer, 
OF. forrer (mod. fourrer) line, encase, 
sheathe (whence Sp., Pg. forrar), f. OF. 
forre, fuerre - Germ. *foüram sheath (OE. 
fóddor, OHG. fuotar, G. futter, ON. f6dr, 
Goth. fodr), f. IE. *pd- protect. Hence 
furry! fd-ri. xvi (Milton, Dryden). 


furbelow fS-xbelou pleated border; pt. 

showy trimming. xvi. Alteration of 
synon. and contemp. falbala-F. falbala 
(xvii), of unkn. origin. €[ There are similar 
forms in modPr. and It. dial. 


furbish f5-1bif remove rust from, brighten 
up. xiv (Wyclif). - OF. forbiss-, lengthened 
stem (see -ISH?) of forbir (mod. fourbir) = 
Pr. forbir, It. forbire- Germ.  *furbjan 
(OHG. furben, MHG. viirben). 


furcate fé-1keit forked. x1x. ~ late L. fur- 
cütus, f. furca FORK; see -ATE?. So furca:- 
TION. xvii (Sir T. Browne). 


furious see FURY. 


furison fjua-rizon (now her.) steel used for 
striking fire from a flint. xvi (furisine, 
Bellenden). - MDu. vuurijzen, f£. vuur FIRE 
+ijzen IRON. In mod. Sc. obscurely altered 
to flourice, flourish, fleurish, fleerish; another 
obscure var. is ferris (XVII). 


furl í51 roll up (a sail, flag, etc.). xvi. 
-(O)F. ferler, earlier ferlier, fermlier, f. 
fer(m) Firm+lier bind (:- L. ligdre; cf. 
LIGAMENT), the change of -lier to -ler follow- 
ing the general reduction of inf. -ier to -er. 
@ By contamination with FARDEL bundle, 
altered to fardel, furdle XVI-XVII. 


furiong f3ulog i mile. OE. furlang, f. furh 
FURROW+ lang LONG!; orig. the length of 
the furrow in the common field, which was 
theoretically a 10-acre square. 


furlough fS-1lou leave of absence from 
duty. xvn (vorloffe, fore-loofe, furlogh). 
~ Du. verlof, modelled on G. verlaub, f. ver- 
FOR-1+ *laub- LEAVE!; Sw. férlof, Da. forlov 
are also from Du. The stress on the first 
syll. seems to show infl. of synon. Du. oorlof 
= G. urlaub, abstr. sb. of erlauben permit. 


furmety see FRUMENTY. 


furnace f3-nis chamber for combustibles 
to produce intense heat. xu. —- OF. fornats 
m. (= Pr. fornatz, Cat. fornas, It. fornace) 
and fornaise fem. (mod. fournaise = Sp. 
hornaza, Pg. fornaca) = L. forndcem, fornax 
and popL. *forndtia, f. L. fornus, furnus 
oven, rel. to formus WARM. 


furnish f5-1nif faccomplish; supply, pro- 
vide xv. ~OF. furniss-, lengthened stem (see 
-ISH?) of furnir (mod. fournir; whence 
Pr., Sp., Pg. fornir, It. fornire) :- CRom. 
*fornire, alteration of *formire, *fromire (cf. 
Pr. fromir, formir, 1t. tfrommiare) - Germ. 
*frumjan (OS. frummian, OHG. frummen) 
promote, accomplish, supply, f. *frum-, for 
the connexions of which see FRAME, FROM, 
FORMER. So furniTrURE f3'nitfo: Taction 
of furnishing; provision, equipment (with 
various applications, some obs.); the sense 
‘movable articles in a room, etc.’ is pecu- 
lhnarly Eng. xvi. — F. fourniture (OF. forne- 
ture, AL. furnitūra), f. fournir. 


furore fjurd-ri enthusiastic admiration. x1x 
(Carlyle). —- It. :- L. furórem, nom. furor, f. 
furere rage. Q L. furor was formerly com- 
mon in Eng. use in this sense (XVIII, Swift) 
as well as in those of ‘fury, mania’ (xv, 
Jurour, Caxton, = F. fureur), and ‘inspired 
frenzy’ (xvI). 


furrier f4'rioi dresser of or dealer in furs. 
XVI. Alteration, after clothier, etc., of ME. 
furour — OF. forreor (mod. fourreur), £. forrer 
trim with rUR. Hence fu:rrierv?. XVIII. 


furrow fa'rou narrow trench made in the 
earth. OE. furh = OFris. furch, MLG., 
MDu. vore (Du. voor) OHG. furuh (G. 
furche), ON. for trench, drain; techn. term 
of agric. of IE. extent; Germ. base *fury- 
:— IE. *prk- (L. porca ridge between furrows, 
MIr. rech, W. rhych furrow, Lith. pral paršas 
trench, Arm. herk fallowland, Skr. párçãnas 
cleft). Cf. FURLONG. 


further f3-10o01 to or at a more advanced 
point OE.; in addition xm (amplified to 
furthermore xin); at a greater distance XIV. 
OE. fur por, -ur, corr. to OFris. further, OS. 
furdor (early modDu. «voorder, OHG. 
furdar, -ir, f. Germ. *furp- FonTu 4- compar. 
suffix (see -ER?). 


furtive f5-i1tiv stealthy. xv (Caxton; rare 
before xvi). -(O)F. furtf, -ive or L. 
furtivus, -iva, £. furt- in furtum theft, furtim 
by stealth, rel. to fur thief = Gr. phér, f. 
IE. *bhér- *bher- BEAR?: see -IVE. 


furuncle fjua-rankl boil, inflamed tumour. 
xvii (froncle — OF. froncle occurs xvi). - L. 
fürunculus petty thief, knob on a vine (‘steal- 
ing’ the sap), boil, dim. of fiir (see prec.). 


fury fjua-ri fierce passion or violence; (F-) 
avenging deity. xiv (Ch.). - (O)F. furie — 
Sp., It. furia - L. furia, f. furiosus, £. furere 
rage. So furious. xiv (Ch.). — OF. furieus 
(mod. -eux)- L. furiosus. furio:siry. xv 


(spec. madness, in Sc. law). — OF. or medL. 
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FURZE 


FUZZY-WUZZY 





furze f51z the shrub Ulex europæus. OE. 
fyrs, of uncertain origin (Gr. prdson, L. 
porrum leek, corr. formally, but have no 
connexion of meaning). A pl. form in -en 
which appears xii survived in S.W. and 
W. midl. dial. ; from the form furres taken as 
pl. a new sg. fur was formed xv (Norfolk) 
and survived in the east midlands. The 
pronunc. with final z arises from obl. forms, 


e.g. OE. fyrsas, ME. firses. 


fuscous fa‘skos dusky. XVII. 


f. L. fuscus 
(see DUSK)+-ous. Cf. SUBFUSC. 


fuse!, fuze fjiz cord, casing, etc., fitted 
with combustible material for igniting ex- 
plosive. XVII. = [t. fuso :- L. füsu-s spindle, 
(hence) spindle-shaped tube orig. used for 
a bomb, etc. 


fuse? fjüz melt with intense heat. xvir. f. 
füs-, pp. stem of L. fundere pour, melt, 
FOUND’, So fu'siBLE capable of fusion. xiv 
(Ch.; readopted xvir) - medL. füsibilis. 
fuwsiLE. xiv (Trevisa). — L. füsilis. 


fusee Íjüzr  Tspindle-shaped figure xvi 
(once); conical pulley xvir; fuse XVIII; 
match with a large head xix. - F. fusée 
-~popL. *fusdta ‘spindle-ful’, f. L. ftsus 
spindle, FUSE!. 


fusel fjü-zol f. oil, mixture of certain alco- 
hols. xix. — G. fusel bad brandy or other 
spirits, a LG. word applied also to bad 
coffee and tobacco; cf. FOOZLE. 


fuselage fji-zila3, -id3 body of an aero- 
plane. xx.-F., f. fuseler shape like a spindle, 
f. fuseau spindle; see FUSIL!, -AGE. 


fusil' fji-zil (her.) elongated lozenge (orig. 
representing a spindle covered with tow). 
xv. — OF. fusel (mod. /fuseaw):—- Rom. 
*füsellu-s, dim. of L.füsus spindle ; see FUSE’. 
So fwsilly. xv ( fesele). — OF. fuselé; see 
-Y* b. fursironM. xvni. - F. 


fusil? fjūzil Tsteelfor a tinder-box xv1; light 
musket xvi. -(O)F. fusil = It. fucile, 
focile, Pr. fozil :~ popL. *focile, f. focus (in 
popL.) fire; see Focus. So fusilir-n? orig. 
soldier armed with a fusil. xvir. = F. fusi- 
lier. fusilla-DE discharge of fire-arms. xix. 
= F. fusillade (1796), f. fusiller shoot. 


fusion fjū'zən melting XVI; union as if by 
melting. xvni. - F. fusion or L. füsio(n-), 
f. füs-, pp. stem of fundere pour ; see FOUND?, 
-SION. Cf. FOISON. 


fuss fas excessive commotion, officious 
activity, needless concern. xvir (Farquhar, 
Vanbrugh, Swift). perh. Anglo-Ir., but of 
unkn. origin. @ An attempt to derive it 
from FORCE (through an assumed local 
pronunc. fürs) in tbe idiomatic phr. make 
no force (XIV-XVI) ‘take no account (of), 
‘attach no importance (to)’, leaves out of 
account the discrepancy of the date of the 
currency of this phr. and of the first evidence 
(1701) for fuss, as well as the difference of 


sense, and the form of the early phr. keep a 
fuss (Swift, 1726). 


fustanella fastəne'lə white petticoat worn 
by men as part of the native dress in Greece. 
xix, It., f modGr. photistant, Alb. fustan, 
prob. - It. fustagno FUSTIAN. 


fustian f4:stion Tcoarse cloth; thick twilled 

cotton cloth. xir (fustane or -1) as adj. fig. 
bombastic, pretentious xvi. = OF, fus- 
taigne (mod. futaine), corr. to Pr. fustam, 
Sp. fustan, Pg. fustáo, It. f(r)ustagno, repr. 
medL. (téla) fustánea, (pannus) fustáneus, 
ie. cloth of Fostat, suburb of Cairo, from 
which such cloth was exported. 


fustic fastik wood of the sumach, Rhus 
Cotinus, XV. —F. fustoc — Sp. fustoc — Arab. 
fustug — Gr. pistdké PISTACHIO. ‘The ending 
has been assim. to -ICc. 


fustigate fa-stigeit (joc.) cudgel. xvi. f. 
pp. stem of late L. fustigdre, f. fustis cudgel; 
see -ATE?, So fustiga:TION. XVI. -L 


fusty f4sti stale-smelling (of a vessel) xiv 
(Trevisa), (of bread, etc.) xy (Caxton); also 
gen. and fig. xvi. — OF. fusté, f. fust trunk 
of a tree, barrel = Pr. fust stick, barrel, boat, 
It. fusto trunk :- L. fusti-s club, stake. 

futhork, -ark, fü-poik, -à- Runic alphabet., 
XIX. IName made up of its first six letters f, 
u,boora,r,k 

fut fat var. of PHUT. 


futile fjai-tail ineffectual, useless. xvi. = L. 
fütilis, better futtilis, of ‘which the etymol. 
meaning is ‘that pours out’ (hence futtile, 
n. used sb. kind of pitcher; cf. synon. fütis), 
f. *fud-, base of fundere pour (see FOUND?) ; 
see -ILE and cf. F. futile. So futilirv 
fjutrlii. xvii. - F.orL 

futtock f4:tok (naut) one of the middle 
timbers of the frame of a ship. xiii. ME. 
(pl. votekes, futtokes, foteken; of unkn. 
origin, no evidence is available for deriv. 
from -OCK. 


future fjü'tfo1 that is or was to be. xiv 
(Ch.). - (O)F. futur-e — L. futüru-s, -a, fut. 
pple. of esse, f. *fu-; see BE. Hence 
fu:turisM belief that biblical prophecies are 
still to be fulfilled xix; in art use (xx) - F. 
— It. So futuri Ti0N future occurrence or 
existence. XVII. —- medL. futüritio(n-), used 
by St. Bonaventura in discussions of God's 
foreknowledge; an irreg. formation; cf. F. 
futurition (Fénelon). futurirv fjut[us'riti. 
xv11 (Sh.). 


fuze see FUsE!. 


fuzzy fazi spongy XVII; fluffy xviir. prob. 
of Low Du. origin; cf. Du. voos spongy, 
‘rarus & leuis instar fungi’ (Kilian), LG. 
fussig spongy (cf. synon. Sc. fozy XIX) ; see 
-Y!. So or hence fuzz loose, volatile matter 
XVII, fuzz-ball fungus Lycoperdon Bovista, 
puff-ball xvi (Gerarde). 


Fuzzy-Wuzzy fa-ziwa:zi soldier's name for 
aSudanese warrior, in allusionto his manner 
of dressing his hair. xix (Kipling). Jingling 
formation on prec. 


[383] 


-FY 


GADZOOKS 





-fy fai suffix forming vbs., the oldest of 
which were adoptions of F. vbs. in -fier, 
derived from L. vbs. in -ficdre, -dri (orig. 
f. adjs. in -ficus -FIc) or modelled on these. 
The L. vbs. fall into three classes accord- 
ing to the force of the suffix, viz. (i) ‘make’, 
‘convert into something’, as edificdre EDIFY, 
deificáre DEIFY, páctficàre PACIFY, testzficáre 
TESTIFY, (ii) 'bring into a certain state', as 
certificàre (late) CERTIFY, modificãre MODIFY, 
sanctificãre SANCTIFY (OF. saintefier), (iii) 
with causative sense, as horrificdre HORRIFY. 
In medL. -ficáre was substituted for -facere, 
so that F. and Eng. words in -fier, -fy often 
corr. to L. vbs. in -facere, e.g. satisfier 
SATISFY, stupéfier STUPEFY (but in pp. stupé- 
fait, beside stupéfié). Except in these vbs. 
and calefy, liquefy, putrefy, varefy, rubefy, 
the suffix normally takes the form -iFy, 
which has been consequently generalized 
for new formations (e.g. codify c. 1800, 
indemnify xvii) and has been freely used 


(esp. for trivial and joc. coinages), with 
the senses: ‘make a specified thing’, as 
speechify; ‘assimilate to the character of 
something’, as countrify, fishify (chiefly 
in pp.); ‘invest with certain attributes’, as 
Frenchify, happify. An early ex. is beautify, 
but the analogy on which it is formed is 
not clear; crucify is a special case and argufy 
is unique. 

‘The nouns of action corr. to vbs. in -ify end 
in -tfication, exc. petrifaction, where F. has 
regularly pétrification ; those corr. to vbs. in 
-efy end in -faction, as rarefaction, stupe- 
faction. 


fylfot frlfot antiquary's term for the cross 
cramponnee, swastika, or gammadion, de- 
rived from a solitary ex. in British Museum 
MS. Lansdowne 874, f. 190, the context of 
which suggests the interpretation ‘fill-foot’, 
i.e. a device for filling the foot of a painted 
window. 


G 


gab geb (colloq.) talking, talk. xvin. var. 
of dial. gob (xv11; gift of the gob), prob. a use 
of north. dial. and sl. gob mouth (xvr), which 
has a var. gab (xvit1.) poss. - Gael., Ir. gob 
beak, mouth. (Historically distinct from 
tgab mockery, deceit, idle vaunt, vb. mock, 
scoff, lie, boast (x111) - OF. gab, gaber. 


gabble ge-bl talk volubly xvi (Stanyhurst, 
Nashe); (of geese) gaggle xvir (Dryden). 
— MDu. gabbelen, of imit. origin. Cf. prec. 


gabbro gæ'brou (min.) rock composed of 
felspar and diallage. xix. It. (Tuscan) :- 
L. glaber, -brum smooth (see GLAD). 


gabelle gabe tax, esp. salt-tax. xv. - F. 
gabelle — It. gabella, corr. to Sp. alcabala, 
Pg. alcavala = Arab. alqabála, i.e. al Ar-?, 
gabála tribute. 


gaberdine geboidi:mn loose upper garment. 
XVI. Earliest form gawbardine —- OF. gauvar- 
dine, gallevardine (whence It. gavardina), 
perh. f. MHG. wallevart pilgrimage (cf. 
pelerine for the sense); Sp. gabardina is 
closest to the present form, which is used 
by Sh. €fIn the form gabardine adopted 
as the name of a dress material xx. 


gabion gei:bion (fortif.) wicker basket filled 
with earth. xvi. — F. gabion — It. gabbione, 
augm. of gabbia CAGE. 


gable gerbl triangular piece of wall at end 
of a ridged roof. xiv (gavel, gable). orig. of 
twofold origin, ~ (i) ON. gafi and (it) OF. 
gable, itself prob. - the ON. word ; the corr. 
words in the other Germ. langs. mean ‘fork’ 
(OE. geafol, OHG. gabala, G. gabel, etc.), 
the words for ‘gable’ showing another vowel- 
grade, e.g. MDu. ghevel, OHG. gibil (G. 
giebel), Goth. gibla; perh. to be referred to 
IE, *ghebhald, whence Gr. kephalé head. 


gaby gerbi (colloq.) simpleton. xvii. dial. 
and sl. in origin ; a similar syn. is dial. gaups ; 
the suffix is -v*. 


gad! ged tmetal spike or bar; goad xIII; 
rod xv. — ON. gaddr goad, spike, sting = 
OHG. gart, Goth. gazds :- Germ. *gazdaz 
(cf. YARD?), rel. to L. hasta spear + *ghastd. 
Hence ga-d-Fiy fly (genus Tabanus or 
(Estrus) that bites and goads cattle. xvi. 


gad*® ged go idly from place to place. xv. 
prob. back-formation from Tgadling com- 
panion, fellow, low fellow, (later) wanderer, 
vagabond, OE. gedeling (cf. ged fellowship, 
gegada companion, rel, to GATHER). 


gad® ged minced pronunc. of Gop in oaths 
esp. (by) gad! ; cf. BEGAD, EGAD. XVII (kad in 
Sir Hugh Evans’s speech in Sh. ‘Merry 
Wives’, 1602; by gads lid, B. Jonson, 1616). 
Also tged (xvii-—xvit1). Cf. GADZOOKS. 

gadget gz'dsit (mechanical) contrivance. 
XIX. orig. a seaman’s term; source unkn. 
but cf. F. gáchette catch of a lock, trigger, 
dim. of gáche staple, hook, and dial. F. gagée 
tool; see -ET. 

Gadhelic gadelik Gaelic (non-Scottish). 
xvi (Gaedhlic). f. Iir. Gaedheal, pl. Gaedhil, 
(Olr. Gdidel; see GOIDELIC). 

gadoid gerdoid pert. to the Gadidz (cod- 
fishes). xix. f. modL. gadus (—- Gr. gádos) 4- 
-OID. 

gadroon godrü:n one of a set of curved 
lines used in decoration. xvii. - F.godron, 
prob. rel. to goder pucker, crease; see -OON. 

gadzooks gedzu‘ks (arch.) mild expletive. 

XVII. perh. for God's hooks, 1.e. God's nails, 
scil. of Christ crucified; see Gap’, Also 
tgad-, tgodso(o)kers (xvi1), Tgadswookers, 
tgods sokinges (XVI). 
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GAEKWAR 


gaekwar, also gaikwar, guicower ga‘ek- 
wI native ruler of Baroda, India. XIX. 
Marathi gdekwar, lit. cowherd. 


Gael geil Celtic native of the Scottish High- 
lands. xIx. ~= Sc. Gaelic Gaidheal gail, 
corr. to Ir, Gaoidheal. Hence Gaelic gei'lik, 
gai'əlik, gæ'lik. xvitr ; in this dictionary ap- 
plied to the Celtic language of Scotland. 
@ Dalrymple in his tr. of J. Leslie’s History 
of Scotland, 1596, has Gathel, Gathelik. 


gaff? gæf hook XIH ; fishing-spear xVII; steel 
spur XVIII. — Pr. gaf, whence F. gaffe, Sp., 
Pg. gafa. comb. gaff-to-psail; cf. Norw. 
gaff(el)toppseil, Sw. gaffeltoppsegel. 

gaff? gæf (sl) secret, in phr. blow the gaff. 
XIX (Vaux). Of unkn. origin. 

gaffe gæf (sl.) indiscreet act, faux pas. XIX. 
— F. gaffe, f. gaffer - Pr. gafar seize, of 
Germ. origin. 

gaffer gz-fo1 rustic title for an old or elderly 
man, ‘governor’. xvi. f. contracted form 
ga:foóo (resulting from loss of stress) of 
GODFATHER ; cf. GAMMER and synon. F. com- 
père, commère, G. gevatter gossip. 


gagi! gæg ftsuffocate, choke xv (Promp. 
Parv.); stop the mouth of xvi. perh. imit. 
of the sound made by a choking person, 
though a poss. Scand. origin may be seen 
in ON. gaghdls with the neck thrown back. 
Hence gag sb. xvi. 

gag? geg (sl) impose upon. xviu (Mme 
D'Arblay). perh. fig. use of prec. with the 
notion of thrusting something ‘down the 
throat' of a credulous person. Hence gag 
sb, imposture. xIx. Q] The connexion of the 
theatrical gag (interpolated expression XIX) 
is doubtful. 

gaga gæ'ga (sl.) daft, half-witted. xx. F., 
imit. of the enfeebled utterance of extreme 
old age. 

gage! geidz pledge, security. xıv. = (O)F. 
gage = Pr. gatge :- Rom. *gwadjo — Germ. 
*wadjam WED. Cf. WAGE. So gage vb. 
+pledge, pawn; tstake, wager. xvi. —(O)F. 
gager or aphetic of ENGAGE, 

gage? see GREENGAGE. 

gage? var. of GAUGE. 

gaggle ge-gl (of geese) cackle. xIv. imit.; 
cf. MHG. gdgen, gdgern cry like a goose; 
Du. gaggelen gabble ; ON. gagl gosling; and 
OHG. gackizon, gackazzen (G. gacksen cac- 
kle). Hence sb. flock (of geese). xv. Cf. -LE®. 
gaiety, gaily see Gay. 

gain gein tbooty; profit, emolument. XIII. 
- (O)F. gain m., gaigne fem. (mod. gagne), 
f. OF. gaigner (mod. gagner), whence gain 
vb. xu. - OF. gaaignier — Pr. gazanhar, 
Sp. guadañar (mow), Pg. ganhar, It. gua- 
dagnare :*- Rom. *gwadanjáre — Germ. 
*waipanjan (OHQG. weidenen graze, pasture, 
forage, hunt, fish), f. *waiþō (OHG. weida 
fodder, pasture, hunting, OE. wap, ON. 
vel dr hunting); the Rom. words were used 
in a twofold sense, (i) cultivate land, (ii) 
win, earn. Hence gai‘mFUL*. XVI. 


GALEENY 


gainsay geinsei', pt. gainsaid -seid (slightly 
arch.) deny, contradict. xirr (Cursor M.). 
f. gain-, formerly a common prefix meaning 
‘against’, ‘in opposition’ (see AGAIN)+ SAY? ; 
prob. modelled on ON. gagnmzali gainsaying ; 
cf. also (O)F. contredire CONTRADICT. 


gait geit manner of walking. xvi. A parti- 
cular use of GATE?, which is otherwise obs. 
in gen. use; the sp. was established xvin. 


gaiter pertor outer covering for the ankle 
or lower leg. xviu. - F. guétre, Tguietre, 
tguestre (XV), perh. (in spite of the lateness 
of date) repr. *wistr-, metathetic form of 
Germ. *wirst- (OHG. *wrist, G. rist ankle) 
WRIST. 

gala gei'lə festive attire xvir; țȚfestivity, 
gaiety XVIII; festive occasion XIX. — F. gala 
or its source It. gala —- Sp. gala —- Arab. 
khil‘a presentation garment. 


galacto- gole:ktou comb. form of Gr. gdla, 
galakt- milk, rel. obscurely to L. lac (see 
LACT-), XVII. 


galantine gz:‘lontin tsauce for fish and 
fowl xiv (Ch.); jellied meat xvin. =F. 
galantine, alteration of galatine - medL. 
galatina. 


galanty goalenti galanty show pantomime of 
shadows thrown on a screen. XIX. perh. 
— It. galanti, pl. of galante GALLANT. 


galatea geloti‘o blue-and-white cotton 
material (used for children’s sailor suits). 
xix. f. name of H.M.S. Galatea, com- 
manded by the Duke of Edinburgh in 1867. 


galaxy ge-loksi the Milky Way xiv (Ch.); 
brilliant assemblage, esp. of women XVII. 
—- (O)F. galaxie - medL. galaxia, late L. 
galaxias — Gr. galaxías (sc. kuklos cycle), 
f. galakt-, gdla MILK; see -y*, Q The L. 
forms were in Eng. use XIV-XVII. 
galbanum gae lbonomnm gum resin from 
species of Ferula. xiv (Wycl. Bible). - L. 
— Gr. khalbáne, of Sem. origin (cf. Heb. 
helb^náh). Anglicized tgalban(e) OE.—xv1. 
gale? geil bog myrtle, Myrica Gale. OE. 
gagel, gagelle= MDu. gaghel, Du., G. 
gagel ; normally repr. by gaul (xv—xvit), gall 
(xv1-x1IX) ; the present form is unexpl.; the 
modL. specific name is from Eng. 
gale? geil strong wind. xvr. Of unkn. 
origin; perh. orig. gale wind, in which gale 
is an adj. ; perh., in spite of the late date, was 
of Scand. origin, and to be connected with 
MSw., Norw. galen bad (of weather), ON. 
galenn mad, frantic. Q Itis difficult to con- 
nect the similar (O)F. galerne westerly wind. 
gale® geil (Anglo-Ir.) periodical payment 
of rent XVII; (in the Forest of Dean) free- 
miner’s royalty XVIII. contr. of GAVEL. 
galeated  gzlieitid helmet-shaped; hel- 
meted. xvil. f. L. galeaátus, f. galea helmet 
-+-ED!, Also ga'leATE?. XVIII. 
galeeny gəlini guinea-fowl. xvi (galina). 
— Sp. gallina (morisca) ‘(Moorish) hen’ (so 
in Pg. and It) - L. gallina (see GALLINA- 
CEOUS) ; the ending assim. to -v. 
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GALEN 


Galen geilin name of a celebrated physi- 
cian (II A.D.), of Pergamus in Asia Minor; 
(hence, allusively) physician, doctor. xvi. 
—L. Galénus (in medL. also Galenus, 
whence TGalien Ch., Sh.) - Gr. Galenós. 
Hence galenic(Ar) gole:nik(ol) pert. to 
Galen, his followers, and his practice, esp. 
in the use of vegetable medicines xvir: also, 
pert. to the fourth figure of the syllogism, 
which was added by him xvi. Ga-lenist 
‘herb doctor’. xvi (Nashe). 


galena golrno lead ore. xvit. — L. galena 
lead at a certain stage of smelting (Pliny). 


galilee ge‘lili porch or chapel at the en- 
trance of a church. xv. -— OF. galilée 
-medL. galilea, the proper name (Gr. 
Galilaíá) of a province of Palestine, perh. 
used in allusion to it as being an outlying 
portion of the Holy Land; first recorded of 
Durham cathedral, and taken up thence by 
antiquarian writers of XIX. 


galimatias gælimæ'tiəs, -ei-fixs meaning- 

jess language. xvir (Urquhart). — F. gali- 
matias (Montaigne), of unkn. origin, poss. 
containing Gr. -mathia learning. 


galingale gze-liggeil E. Indian aromatic root 
XIII; also, kind of sedge xvi. — OF. galingal 
- (prob. through Arab. khalanjan, khaulinjan, 
Pers. khuilanjan) Chinese ko liang kiang 
‘mild ginger of Ko’ (a district of Canton). 
Q Many vars. exist, e.g. medL., medGr., It. 
galanga (F. galangue), Du., G. galgant; 
medL. gallingar, whence in OE. gallengar; 
Pr., Sp. garengal. 


gall? gdl bile; bitterness. x1r(Orm). - ON. 
gall n., corr., with variety of gender, to OE. 
#ealla (surviving in early ME. 3alle), OS. 
galla (Du. gal), OHG. galla (G. galle) :- 
CGerm. (exc. Gothic) *ezallam, *zallon, -ón, 
based on *gholno-, f. *ghol- *ghel-, which is 
repr. by Gr. kholé, khélos (see CHOLERIC), 
L. fel bile; cf. YELLOW. 


gall? gol swelling, pustule xiv (Ch., If any 
wight wol clawe vs on the galle); bare spot 
xvi. - MLG., MDu. galle (Du. gal), corr. 
to OE. gealla sore on a horse, (M)HG. galle, 
ON galli (MSw. galle) fault, flaw, perh. 
identical with prec. GALL!, the progress of 
sense being ‘bile’, ‘venom’, ‘envenomed 
sore’, ‘blemish’. (In the Rom. langs. the 
forms repr. by GALL? were used for swelling 
on a horse's fetlock. Hence galled gld 
sore from chafing xiv (cf. OE. geallede) ; 
wbence gall vb. chafe, fret xiv; cf. OF. 
galler scratch, rub. 


gall? gol excrescence growing on the oak, 
etc. XIV. — (O)F. galle — It. gala, Sp. galla 
L. galla (Pliny) oak-apple, gall-nut. 


gallant in A and sb., gæ'lənt; in B, gəlæ'nt 
A. tadj. gorgeous, splendid xv (Lydg.); 
tfine, stately xvi; chivalrously brave xvI 
(Sh.); B. attentive to women; amatory XVII 
(Dryden); sb. (fine) gentleman xrv; lady’s 
man xv. ~ (O)F. galant (whence Sp. galante, 


GALLIMAUFRY 


galan, galano, It. galante), prp. of galer make 
merry, make a show, f. gale merrymaking, 
rejoicing (cf. GALA). Hence ga-llantry. 
xvii (Sh.). €«[ Has become CEur. 


galleon gz:lion large ship. xvi (gailzeown, 
Lyndesay). - MDu. galjoen — (O)F. galion, 
augm., of galie GALLEY or ~ Sp. galeon. 


gallery gæ'ləri tcovered walk, portico, 
colonnade xv (Lydg.); long balcony ; apart- 
ment for the exhibition of works of art xvi 
(Sh.). - (O)F. galerie - It. galleria gallery, 
Tchurch porch - medL. galeria (1x), perh. 
alteration of galilea GALILEE by dissim. of 
l..ltol..r. 


galley geli low flat-built sea-going vessel 
XIII; large open rowing-boat xvi; ship's 
kitchen xviii. — OF. galie (mod. galée), corr. 
to Pr. gale(y)a, Sp. tgalea, Pg. galé, It. 
galea, tgalia~medL. galea (1x), medGr. 
galaîa, of unkn. origin, but rel. to F. galère, 
Pr., Sp. galera, It. galera, and medL. ga- 
leida, MDu., MHG. galeide, ON. galeió. 


galliambic gzliz:mbik kind of lyric metre, 
exemplified by Catullus 63. xix. - L. gal- 
liambus song of the Galli or priests of 
Cybele, + -1C; see IAMBIC. 

galliard ge-lisrd tvaliant; (arch.) lively, 
gay. xiv. —(O)F. gaillard = Pr. galhart 
(whence Sp. gallardo, It. gagliardo), perh. 
f. Rom. *gallia strength, power, of Celtic 
origin (cf. Ir. gal, W. gallu be able, valour, 
prowess) ; see -ARD. As the name of a lively 
dance (xvi) = F. gaillarde, sb. use of fem. 
adj. 

galliass, galleass gæ'liæs  (hist.) heavy 
vessel larger than a galley. xvi. - OF. 
gal(ljeasse (mod.  galéace) - It. galeaza, 
augm. of galea GALLEY. 


gallic gelik (chem.) name of a crystalline 
acid occurring in gall-nuts and the tannins. 
xvii. — F. gallique, f. galle GALL? ; see -1c. 


Gallic ge lik Gaulish, French. xvir. -= L. 
Gallicus, f. Gallus, Gallia Gaur. So Galli- 
can. xvi. — F. gallican, T(1) French, (2) 
pert. to the Church of France, or L. Galli- 
canus, f. Gallicus. Ga'llicisw. xvii. - F. 
gallicisme (H. Estienne). See -1C, -AN. 


galligaskins gzlige'skinz (arch.) wide hose 
or breeches xvi; (dial.) leggings xix. Early 
forms gallogascaine, galeygascoyne, galigascon 
(Holinshed, Harrison) ; preceded by or con- 
temp. with gally slopes (Harman), breeches, 
hose, and gaskin (gai gallant gaskins, G. Har- 
vey), gascoigne hose; a var. garragascoyne, 
unless a perversion of one of these forms, 
may point to ult. deriv. from F. tgarguesque, 
var. of tgreguesque — It. grechesca, sb. use of 
fem. of grechesco, f. greco GREEK (cf. Sp. 
gregiiescos wide breeches, and F. grégue — Pr. 
grega); there has been blending with Gas- 
CON, but the origin of galli- remains unkn. 


gallimaufry gezlimd-fri hodge-podge, 
jumble. xvi. = F. galimafrée (OF. calima- 
frée), of unkn. origin. 
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GALLINACEOUS 


gallinaceous gzlinei-Jas pert. to the Galli- 
nz (domestic poultry, etc.). xvii. f. L. 
gallindceus, f. gallina hen, f. gallus cock; see 
~ACEOUS. 


gallinazo gzlinà:zou American vulture. 
XVIII. = Sp. gallinazo, augm. of gallina hen 
(see prec.). 

gal(Diot gezliot small galley. xiv. -(O)F. 
galiote — It. galeotta, dim. of medL. galea 
GALLEY. 


gallipot ge-lipot small earthen pot. xv 
(gal(e)y pott). prob. f. GALLEY J- POT, as orig. 
denoting pottery brought in galleys, i.e. 
from the Mediterranean ; cf. Du. glezpot (for 
*galeipot), kraakgoed, kraakporselein (orig.) 
porcelain imported in carracks ; also tgalley- 
halfpenny (xv) silver coin said to have been 
introduced in Genoese and other galleys 
trading to London. 


gallium gez-liom (chem.) metallic element. 
xix. modL. gallium, said to be f. L. gallus 
cock, tr. the name of its discoverer, Lecoq 
de Boisbaudran ; see -1UM, 


gallivant gelive-nt, gelivent (colloq.) gad 
about. xIx. perh. fantastic alteration of gal- 
lant vb. as used locally; the form suggests 
blending with LEVANT. 


galliwasp gæ'liwəsp small West Indian 
lizard. xvu (Sloane). Of unkn. origin. 


ga‘llo-, used as comb. form (see -o-) of 
GALLIC, as in galloNITRATE, galloTANNIC. 


Gallo- gz‘lou used as comb. form (see -0-) 
of L. Gallus GAUL. 


galloglass gæ'louglàs (hist.) retainer of an 
Irish chief. xvi. = Ir., Gael. gallóglach, £. 
gall foreigner + óglach youth, servant, war- 
rior, f. óg YOUNG 4 -lach, abstr. suffix. The 
current form is prob. deduced from pl. 
gallogla(gh)s. 

gallon gz-lon measure of capacity (4 quarts). 
xu. — ONF. galon, var. of jalon += Rom. 
*gallone, f. base of medL. galléta (whence 
OF. jaloie liquid measure), gallétum (whence 
OE. gellet dish, basin, OHG. gellita, G. gelte 
pail, bucket), perh. of Celtic origin. 


galloon golü:n ribbon or braid for trim- 
ming. XVII. — F. galon, f. galonner trim with 
braid, of unkn. origin; see -00N. 


gallop gze'lop sb. the most rapid movement 
of a horse; vb. to perform this. xv. -(OJ)F. 
galop, galoper, for which see WALLOP. 


Galloway gz:lowei name of a district in 
S.W. Scotland, epithet of a breed of horses. 
xvi (Galloway Nagges, Sh.). So Gallo- 
vidian  gazlovidion. xvii (Gallowedian 
Nagges, Lithgow). f. medL. Gallovidia- 
W. Gallwyddel = Ir. Gallgaedheal ‘foreign 
Gaels’. GalwegIaAn gaelwidzon. xvir. f. 
Gal(loyvay, after Nor(royway, Norwegian. 


gallows gz-louz apparatus for hanging a 
person XIII (galu treo, galwe tree, galwes) ; 
transf. of objects consisting of supports and 
a cross-piece XVI ; 'suspenders' for trousers, 
braces xvin (so Du., G. dial. galgen). - ON. 





GAMBIER 


gdlgi, also gdlgatré gallows-tree (whence late 
hb. OE. galga tre) — OE. g(e)alga (galg- 
tréow), OF ris. galga, OS., OHG. galgo (Du. 
galg, G. galgen), Goth. galga :- CGerm. 
*zalzon (cf. Lith. galga, Arm. dzaAk pole, 
rod); used in all Germ. langs. for the cross 
of Christ. Used attrib. or as adj. ‘fit to be 
hanged’, villainous, (dial.) mischievous xv; 
hence (dial.) as adv. (gallus) very x1x. 


gally gæ'li frighten. xvir. In Sh. “Lear ni 
ii 44 in the form gallow (still dial.}, repr. 
OE. āgglwan terrify, of unkn. origin. 


galoot gslirt (sl) raw soldier or marine; 
U.S. (uncouth) fellow. xix. Of unkn. 
origin. 

galop gæ'ləp lively dance in 2/4 time. xix. 
= F. (see GALLOP), also galope. 


galore golio-1 in abundance. xvir. = Ir. go 
leér or lor (= Gaelic gu ledir), i.e. go to, leór 
sufficiency ; prob. popularized by Scott. 

galosh, golosh golo:f +woodenshoe, patten; 
(now) over-shoe. XIV. ~ (O)F. galoche, repr. 
(with abnormal phonetic development) late 
L. gallicula (Jerome), dim. of L. gallica 
(Cicero), sb. use, sc. solea shoe, of gallicus 
GALLIC, prob. ‘Gaulish sandal’. The present 
pronunc., superseding the normal golo:tf, 
is prob. due to the frequent forms galloshoes, 
goloshoes, etc. (XVII-XVIII), which are exten- 
sions with shoe. 


galumph gol4:mf bound exultingly. In- 
vented by C. L. Dodgson (Lewis Carroll) in 
"Through the Looking-glass’, 1871 ; a ‘port- 
manteau’ word combining gallop and trium- 
phant. Cf. CHORTLE. 


galvanism gæ'lvənizm electricity de- 
veloped by chemical action. xv1ir (1797). 
— F. galvanisme, f. the name of Luigi Galvani, 
who first described the phenomenon in 
1792; see -ISM. So galvanic -z'nik XVIII, 
ga-lvanizg xix ; after F. galvanique, -iser. 


Galwegian see GALLOWAY. 


gamash gome:f (arch., dial.) leggings. xvi 
(Nashe). =F. gamache -modPr. gamacho, 
garamacho — Sp. guadamact kind of orna- 
mented leather — Arab. ghadaámasi, f. Gha- 
ddmas, a town in Tripoli where an esteemed 
kind of leather was made. 


gamba ge'mbo short for VIOLA DA GAMBA. 
XVI. 


gambado! gzmbei:dou large boot or gaiter 
attached to a saddle. xvi. f. It. gamba leg 
(cf. JAMB)-+-ADO. 


gambado?  gemberdou bound, spring, 
caper. XIX (Scott). - Sp. gambada, f. gamba 
leg; see prec. and -ADO. 


gambeson geze-mbisan (hist.) padded mili- 

tary tunic. xII. —- OF. gambeson (= Pr. 
gambaisó), f. gambais, prob. — OFrank. 
wamba belly (see WOMB). 


gambier gæ'mbiər astringent extract from 
the plant Uncaria gambir. xix. — Malay 
gambir (the decoction is called getah gambier ; 
cf. GUTTA PERCHA). 
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GAMBIT 


gambit gæ'mbit opening at chess. XVII 
(gambett, 1656). — It. gambetto tripping up, 
f. gamba leg (cf. JAMB); first recorded in 
1561 by the Spaniard Ruy Lopez in the 
form gambito, whence F. gambit (xviii), 
which was the form finally established in 
Eng. (The 1623 Eng. tr. of Greco’s work 
retains the It. form gambetto.) 








gamble gze-mbl play games of chance for 
high stakes. xvi1I. prob. continuing tgamel 
(xvi) play games, sport, alteration (with 
assim. to -LE*) of tgamene, early form of 
GAME vb., prob. first through the agent- 
noun and gerund-prp. form, Tgamner (xv1) 
gamester, gambler, Tgamning (cf. GAMMON?). 


gamboge gzmbouds, -bü'dg gum-resin, 
used as a pigment. XVIII. ~modL. gambau- 
gium, var. of cambugium, cambugia, -bogia, 
f. Cambodia, name of a district in Assarn 
whence the substance is derived. 


gambol gæ'mbəl, -boul bound, leap, caper. 
XVI. Earliest form gambad(e) — F. gambade 
-It. gambata trip-up, f. gamba leg (cf. 
JAMB); the extant forms show the foll. de- 
velopment, gambade, gambaude, gambauld, 
gambold, gambol (xv11). Also as vb. xvi; 
after F. gambader. 


gambrel gz:mbrol (dial.) stick for stretch- 
ing xvi ; horse's hock xvir (Holland). - ONF. 
gamberel, f. gambier forked stick, f. gambe, 
var. of jambe leg ; see JAMB, -EREL. 


gambroon gzmbrün twiled cloth for 
linings. XIX. Presumably f. name of a town 
on the Persian Gulf. 


game! geim amusement, diversion OE.; 
organized amusement or sport XIII (Cursor 
M.); tsport derived from the chase, (hence) 
wild animals pursued for sport XIN. OE. 
gamen, gomen = OFris. game, gome, OS., 
OHG., ON. gaman; has been regarded as 
identical with Goth. gaman fellowship (tr. 
kowcovta, 2 Cor. xiii. 13) (f. Germ. *za- v--ri 
MAN). For loss of final n cf. clue, eve, maid. 
Hence game vb.; a new formation of xii 
(AncrR), distinct from OE. gam(e)nian, 
which continued till xvi in gamening (cf. 
GAMMON?). ga mesoME! XIV. ga- -MESTER 
XVI. 

game? geim full of spirit or pluck. XVIII 
(die game, Gay). adj. use of GAME! in the 
sporting sense of ‘spirit for fighting, pluck’ 
(cf. thorough game, all game, good game, 
predicated of one who has these qualities). 


game? geim (colloq.) lame. xviii (Grose). 
Of unkn. origin; cf. synon. dial. gammy, 
perh. — F. gambi bent, crooked. 

gamete gemit (biol) each of two cells 
forming a zygospore. 1886. —modL. gameta 
— Gr. gamete wife, gamétés husband, f. gámos 
marriage. 

gamin gz'mé street Arab. xix (Thackeray). 
F., prob. of dial. origin. 

gamma! gae'mo third letter of the Gr. 
alphabet, T, y xiv (Maund); the moth 


GANG 





Plusius gamma, having gamma-like mark- 
ings; (math.) of certain functions XIX. 


gamma? gz:mo Tmusical scale, gamut (cf. 
F. gamme, whence Eng. Tgamme, tgam XIv- 
XVII) XVII. 


gammadion gomei:dion fylfot, swastika 
(which involves the form of I). xix. - late 
Gr. gammdádion, f. GAMMA!, 


gammer gæ'mər rustic title for an old 
woman. XVI (Gammer Gurtons Nedle). prob. 
reduction of GODMOTHER (cf. GAFFER), but a 
sp. gandmer (XVI) shows assoc. with GRAND- 
MOTHER. 


gammon! gæ'mən tham xv; joint of bacon 
xvi. ~ ONF. gambon (mod F. jambon) ham, 
f. gambe leg (cf. JAMB). 


gammon? gæ'mən backgammon; term in 
the game. XVIII. app. survival of gamen 
GAME}, esp. as repr. in inflected forms such 
as (pl.) gamenes XIII-XVI, and vbl. sb. ga- 
m(e)ning, gamner gamester, gambler (xvri), 
f. OE. gamenian (= ON. gamna) sport, 
game. Hence perh. thieves’ sl. give gammon, 
keep in gammon keep (a person) in train 
while robbing him, whence the senses 'talk, 
chatter’ (xviu), ‘humbug, nonsense’ (X1x). 
Also as vb. XVIII. 


gammon? gæ'mən (naut.) lashing of the 
bowsprit. XVII. perh. identical with GAM- 
MON!, the allusion being to the tying up of 
a gammon or ham (cf. F. gambe de hune 
futtock shroud). 

gammy gemi (sl) bad; (dial) lame, 
maimed. xIX. dial. var. of GAME*. 

gamo- gæ'mou comb. form of Gr. gdmos 
marriage, as in gamoGE'NESIS sexual repro- 
duction (xix). 


gamp gemp (colloq.) umbrella. xix. f. 
name of Mrs. Sarah Gamp, monthly nurse 
in Dickens’s ‘Martin Chuzzlewit’, who car- 
ried a large cotton umbrella. 


gamut gz'mot (hist. lowest note of the 
medieval musical scale xv ; Guido d' Arezzo's 
‘great scale’ comprising the seven hexa- 
chords and so all the notes used in medieval 
music XVI; whole range of notes recognized 
or playable; (gen.) compass, range XVII. 
Earliest forms gammuthe, -othe, -outh(e), 
contr. of medL. gamma ut; see GAMMA’, UT. 


gander geze-ndar male of the goose. Late 

OE. ganra, gandra, corr. to MLG. ganre 
(LG., Du. gander); f. the same base as 
GANNET. 


gang gen A. tgoing, journey xit (Orm); 
(dial.) way, road xv ; B. (dial.) set of articles 
of one kind xiv ; company of workmen, band 
of persons XVII. ~ ON. gangr m. and ganga 
fem., walking, motion, course (Sw. gang 
walk, pace, ‘go’, time; Da. gang (also) set of 
knitting-needles) = OE., OS., OHG. (Du., 
G.) gang, Goth. gaggs, CGerm. noun of 
action to *zayzgan Go. Hence ga‘ngsTER 
member of a criminal gang. Late XIX (orig. 


U.S.). 
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GANGLION 


ganglion ge‘nglion (path.) Ttumour in a 
tendon xvI11 ; (physiol.) complex nerve centre 
XVII. — Gr. gágglion. 


gangrene ge'ngrin mortification, necrosis. 
XVI. — F. gangréne — L. gangrama — Gr. gdg- 
graina (cf. góggros growth on trees). Hence 
gangrenous. xvi; cf. F. gangréneux. 


gangue ger) matrix of an ore. xix. —- F. 
gangue — G. gang vein or lode of metal, 
techn. use of gang course (see GANG). 


gangway gæ'ņwei passage-way, (dial.) 
thoroughfare. XVII. prob. of continental 
origin (cf. Da. gangvej) ; see GANG, WAY ; not 
continuous with OE. gangweg. 


gannet gæ'nit solan goose. OE. ganot, 
corr. to MLG. gante, Du. gent, MHG. 
ganiz, genz, OHG. ganazzo, MHG. ganze 
gander :~ Germ. *zanitaz, *zanoton (whence 
L. ganta ; see GOOSE), f. same base as GANDER. 


ganoid ga':noid having a smooth shiny sur- 
face. XIX. — F. ganoide, f. Gr. gdnos bright- 
ness; see -OID. 


gantlope see GAUNTLET?. 


gantry, gauntry gæ'ntri, gō'ntri four- 
footed wooden stand for barrels xiv; plat- 
form for a travelling crane, etc. Xix. prob. 
f. gan, dial. form of GALLON 4- TREE. 


Ganymede gæ'nimīd cup-bearer, (joc.) 
pot-boy; TfCATAMITE. XVI. — L. Ganymédés 
— Gr. Ganumédes Zeus's cup-bearer. 


gaol, jail dzeil prison. xir. ME. (i) 
gay(hjole, gail(De-ONF. gatole, gaole; (ii) 
tatole, iaile - OF. jaiole, jeole (mod. geóle) = 
It. tgaiola, Sp. gayola i- Rom. *gavtiola, for 
*caveola, dim. of L. cavea CAGE. The form 
gaol repr. a pronunc. with g which was cur- 
rent till xvir; tbe pronunc. repr. by jail was 
equally early (xui) Comp. gao-l-Brrp 
prisoner in gaol, habitual criminal XVII, 
with allusion to a caged bird; cf. gallows- 
bird. gao'l-DELI:VERY clearing of a gaol of 
prisoners by bringing them to the assizes 
xv. So gaoler?’, jailer, -or! dgeilaz keeper 
of a gaol. xm. ME. gayholere, gailer and 
iailere, geilere - OF. gaiolere and jaioleur, 
Jjeolier (mod. geólier). 


gap gæp breach in a defence XIV; opening 
in a mountain range; unfilled space, blank 
XVI. — ON. gap chasm (only in the mytho- 
logical name Ginnungagap; Sw. gap, Da. 
gab open mouth, opening), rel. to ON. gapa 
GAPE. Cf. NFris. gap (in place-names) cleft, 
ravine. 


gape geip open the mouth wide, stare with 
open mouth. xII (contemp. in eastern and 
western dial.). —- ON. gapa (Sw. gapa, Da. 
gabe) = (M)Du. gapen, (MHG. gaffen; in 
OE. repr. only by ofergapian neglect ; further 
relations uncertain. Hence gape sb. xvi. 
€ A parallel formation *kap- is repr. by LG. 
kapen, OHG. kapfen keep watch, ME. bi- 
capen (beside bigapen), cape (beside gape) in 
good MSS. of Ch. ‘Miller’s Tale’ 258, 655; 
‘Troilus’ v 1133. 


GARGANTUAN 


gar gaz (dial.) make, cause. x11 (Cursor 
M.). ME. gere — ON. ger(v)a, go(r)va make, 
do = OE. gierwan prepare, OS. garuwian, 
gerwian, OHG. garawen (MHG. garwen, 
gerwen, G. gerben tan, curry, polish) :- 
Germ. *zgarwjan, f. *zarwu- ready, YARE. 
The change from -er- to -ar- prob. took 
place first in pt. and pp. gert. Cf. GEAR. 


garage ga ra3, ge rid; building for hous- 
ing automobiles. 1902. —F. garage, f. 
garer take care = Pr. garar :— Germ. *war-; 
see WARE’, ~AGE. Hence as vb. 


garb gàib tgrace, elegance; fstyle, fashion 
XVI; fashion of dress, costume xvii. =F. 
tgarbe (now galbe)—It. garbo~ Germ. *zarwi 
ae garawi adornment), f. *zarw- (see 
GAR). 


garbage ga'abid3 offal of an animal xv; 
refuse, filth xvi. prob. - AN. *garbage, of 
unkn. origin. 


garble gà'bl Tsift, take the pick of xv; 
make selection from (unfairly or with a bias) 
XVII. In AL. garbellare, with garbeldgium 
sorting groceries before sale; orig. a term of 
Mediterranean commerce; - It. garbellare 
sift (corr. to Sp. garbillar, F. tgarbeller) 
~ Arab. gharbala sift, select, rel. to ghirbal 
sieve, perh. — late L. cribelldre, f. cribellum, 
dim. of cribrum sieve, f. WIE. *krei- (cf. L. 
cernere sift, DISCERN). € Formerly in- 
fluenced by garboil confuse, disturb (xv1), f. 
garboil sb. confusion, hubbub — OF. gar- 
bouil(le) — It. garbuglio. 


garboard g4-sbd01d first range of planks or 
plates laid on the keel. xvir. — Du. tgaar- 
boord, perh. f. garen, contr. form of gaderen 
GATHER + boord BOARD., 


garçon gārsõ waiter. XIX. F., obl. case 
of OF. (mod. dial.) gars lad, of disputed 
origin. 

garden gà-idn enclosed cultivated ground. 
xiv. — ONF. gardin, var. of (O)F. jardin 
(whence Sp. jardin, It. giardino) — Pr. gardi, 
Jardi :- Rom. *gardino, f. *gardo - Germ. 
*zardon; see YARD'. Hence garden vb. xvi. 
So gardener?. xim (Cursor M.) - OF. 
gardinier ; cf. OHG. gartindri (G. gártner). 


gardenia  güidinio genus of trees and 

shrubs (Cape jessamine). xvi. modL., f. 
name of Alexander Garden (d. 1791); see 
-IA!. 


gare-fowl, gairfowl geo'1faul great auk 
(XVI, gare), XVII (gair-fowl). — Icel. geirfugl 
(Faroese gorfuglur, Sw. garfogl), whence 
Gael. gearbhul, F. gorfou (penguin). 


garfish gäufif fish having a spear-like 
snout. XV. app. f. OE. gár spear (see GOAD) 
-I- FISH!. 


Gargantuan gàige'ntjuon gigantic, enor- 
mous. xvi (Nashe). f. Gargantua, name of 
the large-mouthed voracious giant in Rabe- 
lais’s work of that name ; see -AN. 
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GARGET 


GASH 





garget ga‘igét inflammation in cattle, etc. 
XVI. perh. special use of tgarget (x111) throat 
— OF. gargate, garguete — Pr. gargata — It. 
gargatta, Sp., Pg. garganta, f. *garg- (see 
GARGOYLE). 


gargle gàá:xgl wash the mouth and throat 
with suspended liquid, xvi, — F, gargouiller 
gurgle, Tgargle, f. gargouille (see next). 

gargoyle ga-igoil grotesque spout project- 
ing from a gutter. xv (Lydg.). - OF. gar- 
gouille throat, with specialized application 
from the water passing through the mouth 
of the figure forming the spout; f. base 
*oarg-, as repr. in L. gargarizàre (whence 
+gargarize XVI-xviil) — Gr. gargarizein, of 
imit. origin. 

garial ga'ricel (also garr(h)ial, ghuryal) see 
GAVIAL. 

garibaldi gæribæ'ldi, gæribö'ldi red blouse 
imitating the red shirt worn by the Italian 


general Giuseppe Garibaldi (1807-82) and 
his followers. 1862. 


garish geə'rif obstrusively bright; glaring. 
xvi. Also tgaurish, and perh. f. tgaure (Ch.) 
stare, but such a formation with -IsH! on a 
verb is rare. 


garland gä'ilənd wreath of flowers, etc. 
XIV ; (naut.) band of rope xv. ME. gerland, 
garland = OF. gerlande, garlande — Pr., Cat. 
gardlanda, OSp. guar-, parallel to Pr. guir- 
landa (whence perh. It. ghirlanda, F. guir- 
lande), and Sp., Pg. guirnalda, Pg. grinalda; 
of unkn. origin. 

garlic ga-slik plant of the genus Allium. 
OE. gàrléac, f. gàr spear (with ref. to the 
‘cloves’ of the plant)+ léac LEEK. 

garment gà'imont article of dress. 
(garnement, garment). -—(O)F. garnement 
equipment (= OSp. guarnimiento, It. guarni- 
mento), f. garnir GARNISH ; see -MENT. 

garner ga-inoi (rhet.) granary. x11 (gerner). 
- AN. gerner, OF. gernier (mod. grenier) i- 
L. gránárium GRANARY ; see -ER?, Hence vb. 
(now) store up. XIV. 


garnet! gà'init vitreous mineral, a precious 
kind of which is used as a gem. xu. ME. 
gernet, grenat, prob. - MDu. gernate, garnate 
— OF. grenat — medL. gránátus (whence 
Țgranate XIV-XVII), perh. transf. use of I. 
gránádtum POMEGRANATE, the stone being 
compared in colour to the pulp of the fruit. 


garnet? gi-init (naut.) kind of tackling for 
hoisting. xv. prob. — Du. garnaat, of unkn. 
origin. 

garnish ga-imif A. furnish, fit out, embellish 
XIV (now obs. or rhet., exc. for embellishing 
a dish of food xvii); B. (leg.) warn, as with 
a notice xv1. —(O)F. garniss-, lengthened 
stem (-ISH°) of garnir, guarnir = Pr. garnir, 
It. guarnire — Germ, *warnjan, prob. rel. to 
*warnéjan, *-öjan become aware, (hence) 
guard, defend, provide for (see WARN). 
Hence garnishee: (leg.). xvir. So ga‘rni- 
TURE furniture, outfit XVI ; ornament XVII, 
(of a dish) xvi. - F. 


XIV 


garotte, garrotte goro:'t Tpacking-stick ; 

Sp. method of capital punishment by 
strangulation xvi1 (Mabbe); highway rob- 
bery by throttling the victim xix. - Sp. 
garrote orig. cudgel, f. *garr- (perh. of 
Celtic origin), whence Pr. garra knee-cap, 
Sp. garra claw. So gar(r)otte vb. xix. - F. 
garrotter or Sp. garrotear. 


garret gx rit ‘turret, watch-tower XIV; 
attic room xv. ~ OF. garite (mod. guérite), 
f. garir - Germ. *warjan (cf. next). 


garrison gæ'risən ftreasure, gift XII 
(RGlouc.); Tdefence xiv; Tfortress; de- 
fensive force in a fortress xv. = OF. garison 
defence, safety, provision, store, f. garir 
defend, furnish = CGerm. *warjan defend 
(whence OE., OS., OHG. serian, ON. verja, 
Goth. warjan). 'Yhe later meanings are 
due to infl. of Tgarnison xiv (Ch.) - (O)F. 
garnison, f. garnir fit out, GARNISH. Hence 
garrison vb. furnish with, station as, a 
garrison XVI; Occupy as a garrison XVII. 


garron gæ'rən small inferior breed of horse. 
XVI. — Gael. gearran, Ir. gearrán. 


garrulous gæ'rlūləs given to much talking. 
XVII. f. L. garrulus, f. garrīre chatter; see 
-ULOUS. So garrulirY gérü-liti. xvi. = F. 
Tgarrulité (Calvin) - L. 

garter gà'ito1 band worn above or below 
the knee. xiv. — OF. gartier, var. of jartier 
{also jartiere, mod. jarretière), f. garet, jaret 
bend of the knee, calf of the leg (whence Sp. 
jarrete, It. garretto), prob. of Celtic origin; 
cf, Breton, W. gar leg, ham. 

garth gaizp yard, garden. xiv. 
= OE. geard yarp!. 


gas! ges (hist.) occult principle supposed 
by van Helmont to be present in all bodies 
XVII; any completely elastic fluid xvii. 
=- Du. gas (J. B. van Helmont, 1577-1644), 
based on Gr. kháos cHAOS ('halitum illum 
Gas vocavi, non longe a Chao veterum secre- 
tum’, I have called that spirit gas, as being 
not far removed from the chaos of the 
ancients ; the pronunc. of Du. g as x accounts 
for its being used to repr. Gr. kh); perh. 
suggested by Paracelsus’ use of ckaos for the 
proper element of spirits such as gnomes. 
The F. and Sp. form gaz was once in Eng. 
use. Formerly pronounced gas. @ Has 
become CEur. Hence gas vb.treat, poison, 
etc., with gas; (colloq.) talk aimlessly. xix. 
gas? gas (U.5.) colloq. abbrev. of GASOLENE. 
gasconade gzskonerd extravagant boast- 
ing. XVIII. -— PF. gasconnade, f. gasconner 
brag, prop. talk like a Gascon, f. gascon — L. 
Vasco(n-), whence also BASQUE; see -ADE. 


gash gz [long deep cutor cleft. xvi. Later form 
of tgarsh, var. of Tgarse (xir-xvit) = OF. 
*garse, f. garcer, jarcer scarify (mod. gercer 
chap, crack), Sp. escarizar, It. T(s)carassare 
scratch, perh. abnormally repr. late L. 
charaxáre — Gr. khardssein (cf. CHARAC- 
TER). So gash vb. xvi. @ For loss of r cf. 
BASS!, DACE, fscace (SCARCE), and perh. next, 


— ON. garóür 
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GASKET 


GAVELKIND 





gasket gz'skit (naut.) small rope securing 
afurled sail. xvii. perh. alteration of Tgassit 
(Capt. Smith) —- F. garcette little girl, thin 
rope, dim. of garce, fem. of gars boy (see 
GARÇON). Q For the naut. use of similar 
words cf. EUPHROE and GRUMMET. 


gasolene, -oline gz:solin product of the 

distillation of petroleum, used as fuel for 
internal-combustion engines. xix. f. Gas!+ 
-OL---ENE, -INE*, Cf. GAS?, 


gasometer gzso'mitor vessel for holding 
gas XVII; reservoir for storing illuminating 
gas XIX. — F. gazométre (Lavoisier, 1789) f. 
gaz GAS! + -mètre — METER. 


gasp gasp catch the breath. xiv (Gower). 
Early var. gayspe- ON. geispa, metath. 
alteration of *geipsa, f. base of geip idle talk, 
geipa talk idly; cf., with weak grade of the 
base, Sw. dial. gispa, Da. gispe, OE. gipian 
yawn (only in prp. gipiende ; so OLG. gipendi 
‘patens’), gipung open mouth. Hence gasp 
sb. xvr. Q The alt. to gasp is expressive. 


gasteropod gæ'stərəpəd mollusc, so called 
from the ventral position of the locomotive 
organs. XIX. —F. gastéropode (xv111)—modL. 
gasteropoda n. pl., f. Gr. gaster-, gaster belly 
+pod-, poús FOOT. So gastric gæ'strik pert. 
to the stomach. xvil. = F. gastrique = mod L. 
gastricus, f. Gr. gastr-, gastér. gastroNoMY 
gastro:nomi art of delicate eating. xix. ~F. 
gastronomie (Joseph Berchoux, 1800). 


gate! geit opening in a wall capable of being 
closed by a barrier ; barrier itself, esp. frame- 
work on hinges. OE. gæt, geat, pl. gatu, 
corr. to OFris. gat hole, opening, OS. gat 
eye of a needle (LG., Du. gap, hole, breach), 
ON. gat opening, passage :- Germ. *zatam 
(wanting in HG. and Goth.). Forms with 
initial y-, repr. OE. forms geat, pl. geatu, 
remain in northerly dial. yett, yeat, and in 
the surnames Yates, Yeats ; but the standard 
literary form has been gate since XVI. 

gate? geit A. (north. dial.) way xin (Orm); 
street (surviving in place-names, as Canon- 
gate) xv; B. Țgoing, journey XII; manner of 
going (see GAIT) =ON. gata = OHG. 
gazza (G. gasse lane), Goth. gatwðō :- Germ. 
*gatwon (whence Lith. gatvé, Lett. gatwa), 
of unkn. origin (connexion with GET has 
been assumed by some, as for GATE). 

gather gz'óor bring or come together OE. ; 
infer, conclude (after L. colligere collect) 
xvi. OE. gaderian — OFris. gaderia, MLG. 
gadern, (M)Du. gaderen, MEG. gatern :—- 
WGerm. *zadurójan, f. *zaduri TOGETHER. 
For the change of OE. d to 6 cf. FATHER. 


gatling ge-tlin machine-gun named after 
R. J. Gatling, frst used in the American 
civil war (1861-5). 

gauche gouf awkward, clumsy. xvur (Ches- 
terfield). — F. gauche left-handed, f. gauchir 
warp, turn aside —- Germ. *walkan WALK. 
Gaucho gau‘tfou, gou'tfou mixed Euro- 
pean and Indian race of the S. American 
pampas. XIX. Sp., of native origin. 


gaud gid trick, sport, jest xiv; (arch.) 
plaything, toy xv; (pl.) showy things xvir. 
perh. — AN. deriv. of (O)F. gaudir = L. gau- 
dére rejoice. 

gaudy! gd-di rejoicing; annual college feast. 
XVI (gaudye dayes) -—L. gaudium joy, f. 
gaudére (cf. prec.) or L. gaude, imper. of 
this vb. Cf. the use in Sp. of L. gaudeamus 
let us rejoice, gaudéte rejoice ye, for ‘feast, 
merrymaking'. 

gaudy? gödi brilliantly gay, glaringly 
showy. xvi. prob. the first word of Tgaudy 
green (XIV-XVI) yellowish green, prop. green 
dyed with weld, f. (O)F. gaude WELD! 4- -v!. 

gauge, U.S. gage geid3 fixed measure xv; 
graduated instrument xvii. — ONF. gauge, 
var. of jauge, of unkn. origin. For the pro- 
nunc. cf. safe seif, formerly Tsauf, Ralph 
reif, formerly TRauf. So gauge vb. xv 
- OF. gauger (mod. jauger). 

gaulin g5‘lin Jamaican egret. xviir (gauld- 
ing, Ray). Of unkn. origin. 

Gaulish gō'lif pert. to Gaul or the Gauls. 
xvii. f. Gaul Gallia (France and Upper 
Italy) — F. Gaule- Germ. *walyoz foreigners, 
pl. of *zealyaz foreign, applied to the Latin 
and Celtic peoples (cf. WMALLACHIAN, 
WELSH); cf. F. gaulois and see -1su!. 


gault g5lt (geol) applied to beds of clay 
and marl. xvi. Local (E. Anglian) word of 
unkn. origin, taken up by geologists. 


gaunt gōnt tslim; tall and lean. xv 
(Promp. Parv.). Of unkn. origin. @ There 
is no evidence of identity with the personal 
name de Ga(u)nt, le Ga(u)nt (xttt). 


gauntlet! gd-ntlit metal-plated glove of 
medieval armour. xv. —(O)F. gantelet, 
dim. of gant glove (= Pr. gan, Cat. guant, 
whence Sp., Pg. guante, It. guanto) - Germ. 
*want-, extant only in ON. vottr (:2— *wantuz) 
glove (Sw., Da. vante); see -LET. 


gauntlet? gd-ntlit in phr. run the gauntlet. 
XVII. Alteration, by assim. to prec., of 
Teantlope (xvii-x1ix) — Sw. gatlopp, f. gata 
lane, GATE?-++lopp course (see LEAP); a term 
introduced through the Thirty Years War 
(so G. gassenlaufen). 


gauze göz thin fabric. xvi. - F. gaze 
(Ronsard), prob. f. Gaza name of a town in 
Palestine ; cf. Sp. gasa, Du. gaas, and medL. 
gazzatum. The earliest exx. are Sc. (gais 
XVI, gadza xvil). For the pronunc. (shown 
by the sp. gawse in XVII—XVIII) cf. tbawman 
BATMAN, and voz, var. pronunc. of VASE. 


gavel geval (chiefly U.S. and in free- 
masonry) mallet. xix. Of unkn. origin. 


gavelkind gzvolkaind Kentish form of 
land-tenure xiit; in Kent and elsewhere, 
division of a deceased man’s property equally 
among his sons XVI. ME. gavel(1)kinde, 
-kende; repr. OE. *gafolgecynd, f. gafol 
tribute, f. *zab-, rel. to *zeb- GivE+ gecynd 
KIND!; presumably orig. tenure by the 
payment of a fixed service (cf. socage). 
Q Various fanciful explanations and forms 
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GAVIAL 


have been given by antiquaries and lexico- 
graphers. 


gavial gei‘viol Indian reptile resembling 

the alligator and the crocodile. xIx. ~ F. 
gavial — Hind. ghariyāl (whence the forms 
garial, gharrial, etc.). 


gavotte govo't dance resembling the minuet. 
XVII. - F. gavotte = modPr. gavoto, f. Gavot 
name in Provence for inhabitants of the 
Alps. 


gawk gok (dial) stupid awkward lout, 
simpleton (XVII), XIX rel. to gawk vb. stare 
vacantly xvir, gawky adj. XVIII; perh. based 
on Tgaz gape, stare XII (gowenn, Orm) - ON. 
gd heed; cf. the k of lurk, talk, walk. 


gay gei mirthful, merry xın; bright- 
coloured, showy XIV; ‘fast’, dissipated XVII. 
~ (O)F. gai, whence Pr. gai, It. gajo, of unkn. 
origin. Also advb. (cf. GEY). So gaieTy 
gei'iti. XVII. — (O)F. gaieté. Hence gai'Ly?. 
XIV. 


gaze geiz tlook with curiosity or wonder, 
(now) look intently. xiv (Ch.). Of unkn. 
origin; prob. rel. to the base of ME. gae 
(cf. ON. gd heed), GAWK. 


gazebo gozibou turret, look-out. XVIII. 
perh. joc. f. GAZE, in imitation of L. futures 
in -ébo. 

gazelle goze‘l kind of antelope. xvi1.— (O)F. 
gazelle, prob. — Sp. gacela — Arab. ghazal. 


gazette goze:'t news-sheet. XVII (gazetta, 
gazet). ~ F. gazette or its source It. gazzetta, 
orig. Venetian gazeta de la novita, quasi ‘a 
ha’porth of news’, so called because sold for 
a gazeta, Venetian coin of small value; see 
-ETTE. So gazetteer! gezitio-1 tjournalist 
XVII; geographical dictionary xvii (from the 
shortened reference to L. Echard's "Ihe 
Gazetteer's; or Newsman's Interpreter: 
Being A Geographical Index’, 1693, used 
by Echard himself in part 11, published in 
1704). ~ F. gazettier (xvii) - It. gazzetiere. 


gear gio1 equipment; apparatus; stuff. XIII. 
ME. gere - ON. gervi, gervt, corr. to OS. 
gerwi, garewi, OHG. garawi, gar(e)wi :— 
Germ. *garwin-, f. *zgarwu- ready, YARE, 
whence also *zarwjan GAR. 

gecko ge:kou house-lizard. xvi. — Malay 
gékoq (the q is faint), imit. of the animal's cry. 


ged ged (Sc. and north.) pike or luce. XIV. 
— ON. gedda, rel. to gaddr GAD ; cf. the transf. 
use of pike. 


gee d3i int. word of command to a horse, 
freq. combined with tgee, ho, twhoa, (h)up. 
xvii. Hence as sb. esp. redupl. gee--gee 
(xix) child's name for a horse. 


geezer gi'zor (sl) elderly person. xix. dial. 
pronunc. of guiser masquerader, mummer, 
f. guise Tattire fantastically, (dial.) go about 
in disguise, masquerade, f. GUISE in the 
sense ‘attire’; see -ER!. 


Gehenna gihe:no place of torture xv1; hell 
xvii Earlier anglicized, or = F., gehenne.) 


-GEN 


—ecclL. gehenna ~ Hellenistic Gr. géenna 
(yéevva 709 «vpós hell fire, Matt. v 22, etc.). 
— late Heb. ge'hinnóm place of fiery torment 
for the dead, fig. use of the place-name gé* 
ben Hinnóm valley of the sons of Hinnom, 
where, acc. to Jer. xix 5, children were burnt 
in sacrifice, 


geisha ger|o professional dancing and sing- 
ing girlin Japan. xix. Jap. géisha ‘person of 
pleasing accomplishments’; taken into Eur. 
langs. from Eng. 


gel dzel (chem.) semi-solid colloidal solu- 
tion, classified as hydrogels, alcogels, etc., 
according to the dispersion medium (water, 
alcohol, etc.). xix. First syll. of GELATIN(E) 
isolated as a word. 


gelatine, gelatin dge-latin, -in basis of 
jellies. x800. — F. gélatine — It. gelatina, f. 
gelata JELLY; see -INEř. So gelatinous 
dzilæ'tinəs. Xvi. = F. gélatineux. 


geld! geld pp. gelded, gelt castrate, emascu- 
late. xir (Cursor M.). — ON. gelda, f. geldr 
barren, whence ME. and dial. geld (X111). 
So geldinc® geldin ‘eunuch; castrated 
animal. xiv. — ON. geldingr, f. geldr. 


geld? geld (hist.) tax paid to the crown by 
landholders before the Norman Conquest 
and under the Norman kings. xvii (erron. 
gelt, Holland tr. Camden). - medL. geldum 
(of which a var. gildum was adopted by anti- 
quaries as gild xvii) - OE. geld, gield (see 
GUILD). Cf. DANEGELD. 

gelid ds;eldlid extremely cold. xvi. =- L. 


gelidus, f. gelu frost, intense cold (cf. corp); 
see -IDl. 


gelignite dze'lignait variety of gelatin dyna- 
mite. xIX. perh. f. GEL(ATIN) +- L. ignis fire 
+ -ITE. 


gem‘d3em precious stone. xIv (Ch.).; fig. XII. 
- (O)F. gemme :- L. gemma bud, jewel (cf. 
COMB); superseded the OE. adoption of the 
L. word, viz. gim(m), ME. 53inme. So ge-m- 
ma (bot.) leaf-bud xvi. L. gemma:TION 
(bot.) budding. - F., f. L. gemmave. 


Gemara gimā'rə later of the two portions 
of the Talmud. xvul.— Aram. g°mdrd com- 
pletion, f. g^mar complete. 


gemination dzeminei‘fan doubling. XVI 
(Bacon). -L. gemindtid(n-), f. gemindre 
double, whence ge‘minaTe*, xvii (Jonson); 
f. geminus ; see GEMINI, -ATION. 


gemini early form of JIMINY. 


Gemini d3;eminai the twins Castor and 
Pollux. xiv. L., pl. of geminus double, twin. 


gemsbok ge:mzbok S. African antelope. 
XVIII. — Du. gemsbok prop. chamois = G, 
gemsbock, f. gemse CHAMOIS + bock BUCK. 
gemshorn ge:mzhdin (mus.) organ stop. 
xix. G., ‘chamois horn’; cf. prec. 


-gen dson repr. Gr. -genes (rel. to génos 
KIN), through F. -géne, which, by ref. to Gr. 
gennán beget, produce, was used first in 
oxygène OXYGEN, nitrogéne NITROGEN, by 
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de Morveau and Lavoisier (1787), and later 
in endogène ENDOGEN, exogène EXOGEN, by 
de Candolle (1873), in the sense ‘producing’, 
whereas the orig. Gr. formative was used 
in the senses (i) ‘born, produced’, as in 
eggenés native, and (ii) 'of a (certain or speci- 
fied) condition’, as in heterogenés HETERO- 
GENEOUS, homogenés HOMOGENEOUS. 


genappe dsínae'p epithet of a yarn emanat- 
ing from Genappe, town in Belgium. XIX. 


gendarme 34-daim mounted armed man 
XVI; soldier employed in police duties xvIII. 
- F. gendarme, sg. formed on pl. gens d’armes 
‘men of arms’, with a new pl. gendarmes. 
Hence genda:rmzrnv. xvi; after F. 


gender dz;e:xndoi Tkind, sort; (gram.) any 

of the three *kinds', masculine, feminine, and 
neuter, of nouns, adjectives, and pronouns. 
xiv. - OF. gendre (mod. genre) — Pr. genre, 
Sp., Pg. genero, It. genere - Rom. *genevo, 
f. L. gener- GENUS. So (arch.) ge:nder vb. 
—- OF. gendrer — L. generáre GENERATE; cf. 
ENGENDER. 


genealogy dziniz:lad3i account of one’s 
descent. x11 (Cursor M.). -(O)F. généa- 
logie - late L. genedlogia ~ Gr. , genedlogia, f. 
genedldgos genealogist, f. gened race, genera- 
tion; see -LOGY. So gemeaLo’GICAL. XVI; 
- Gr. genea‘LOGIST, XVII. 


general d;e'norol pert. to the whole, appli- 
cable to all xr11; (mil.) of an officer having 
superior rank and extended command XVI; 
Tsb. (esp. pl.) general idea, principle, etc. ; 
head ofa religious order ; (mil.) orig. +general 
captain, after F. capitaine général xvi. -(O)F. 
général — L. generalis (which has been taken 
into most of the Eur. langs.) pert. to the 
whole kind, later )( specialis SPECIAL, in de- 
pendence on the techn. distinction of genus 
and species (repr. the Aristotelian yévos and 
eios); f. gener-, GENUS; see -AL!. So 
generality -z:liti. xv. —- (O)F. - late L. 
(Earlier Tgeneralty xiv, Wyclif; after OF. 
generauté). generalize. xviit. — F. généra- 
liser. ge:neralrv?. xii ; after OF. generale- 
ment, L. generáliter, which tr. Gr. yewukós. 
generali:ssimo supreme commander. XVII. 
It., superl. of generale. 


generate  d;e'noreit produce (orig. off- 
spring). xvi. f. pp. stem of L. generdre, f. 
gener-, GENUS; see -ATE®. So generaA-TION 
offspring of the same parent(s), etc. XIII 
(uses mainly dependent on those of generatio 
in the Vulgate); act of generating XIV. 
—-(O)F.- L. ge-nerarivr. xiv. -late L. (e.g. 
virtus generativa). ge-neraATOR begetter XVII 
(Sir T. Browne); apparatus for producing 
power, etc. XVIII. = L. 


generic dsinerik belonging io a genus, 
general. xvir. — F. générique (Descartes, tr. 
Gr. genikós, Aristotle), f. L. gener-, GENUS. 
So gene:rical. xv (rare before xvi1). See 
-IC, -ICAL. 


generous ds;e:xnoras Tnobly born; magna- 
nimous xvi (Sh.); free in giving; ample; of 
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rich quality xvi. —(O)F. généreux- L. 
generésus noble, magnanimous, f. gener-, 
GENUS; see -0Us. So generosiTY dzenoio-- 
siti, xv (rare before xvi). — F. or L. 


genesis dze‘nisis first book of the Old 
Testament OE. ; (mode of) origin vii. = L. 
genesis ~ Gr. génesis generation, creation, 
nativity, horoscope, name of the O.T. book 
(CENECIC) in LXX, hence in Vulgate, f. 
*gen-, base of gignesthat be born or produced 
(see KIN). Hence genetic dgine-tik pert. 
to origin. XIX (Carlyle). 


genet d;enit civet-cat of S. Europe, W. 
Asia, and Africa. xv. — OF. genete (mod. 
-ette) — Arab. jarnait; cf. Sp. gineta. 

Geneva! d3inrvo name of a town in Swit- 
zerland assoc. esp. with Calvinistic or ex- 
treme puritanical doctrine and practice, 
often applied to costume, as G. bands, gown, 
that. Hence Gene:vawN. xvi (Abp. Parker). 

Geneva? ds;inivo spirit otherwise called 
hollands (flavoured with the juice of juniper 
berries). xvi. - Du. genever, assim. to 
prec. in form and pronunc. - OF. genevre 
(mod. geniévre) i—- *jeniperu-s, for L. jüni- 
perus JUNIPER. Cf. GIN®. 

genial dzi:nial (arch.) nuptial XVI; con- 
ducive to growth xvit; kindly xvii. =L. 
genidalis nuptial, productive, joyous, pleasant, 
f. genius; see GENIUS and -aL’. @ So OF. 
genial; modF. génial (marked by genius) 1s 
~ G. genial. 

genie d3ini sprite of Arabian demonology. 
XVIII (Smollett). -— F. génie GENIUS, used by 
translators of “The Arabian Nights’ to render 
the Arab. word (see JINN) which it resembled 
in sound and in sense; genii is used as the 
pl. in Eng. 

genista gíni'sto (bot.) broom. XVII. L.,var. 
of genesta (Virgil, Pliny). 

genital dze-nital pert. to generation; sb. 
pl. external generative organs. xIv. —- (O)F. 
génital or L. genitdlis (n.sg. and pl. as sb.), 
f. genitus, pp. of gignere beget ; see KIN, -AL!. 

genitive dze-nitiv (gram.) pert. to the case 
which expresses the possessor or source of 
something. xiv (genitif, Trevisa). — (O)F. 
génitif, fem. -ive, or L. genitivus, -1va (gene-), 
f. genit-, pp. stem of gignere beget, produce; 
see KIN, -IVE. L. casus genittvus (Quintilian, 
Suetonius) is a rendering of Gr. yewx7 
atmos ‘case of production or origin’, which 
was also named xry7iK POSSESSIVE, and 
natrpixy, Whence L. casus patricus (Varro), 
patrius (Aulus Gellius), paternus (Priscian). 

genius ds3inios tutelary deity or spirit; 
demon (pl. genit; cf. GENIE) ; characteristic 
or prevalent disposition or spirit XVI; innate 
capacity; person as possessing this (pl. 
geniuses) XVII; extraordinary native intel- 
lectual power XVIII. ~ L. genius attendant 
spirit, inclination, appetite, (rarely) intel- 
lectual capacity, prob. += *gnjos, corr. to 
Germ. *kunjam KIN. (In XVII-XVIII forms 
repr. F. génie and It. genio were used in 
various senses of genius.) 
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Genoa dj3enoua name of a city of Italy. 
XVII. ~ It. Genova, the F. form of which, 
Gênes, is repr. by TGeane (xv), JEAN. Hence 
TGe-noaN. xvi. GenorsE xvi; after It. 
genovese; the usual adj., of which the foll. 
syns. have had various periods of currency: 
TGenoesiaN xvi1 ; Genovese xvIII (North); 
TGe-noway xiv (Janeway, Maund.; Jenewey, 
Caxton) —- OF. zgenoueis — It. genovese. 


genocide dje‘nosaid intentional extermina- 
tion of a race. xx (R. Lemkin, 1945). irreg. 
f. Gr. génos race (KIN)-- -CIDE*. 


-genous d3inos terminal el. (i) f. L. -genus 
-F-OUS, as in indigenous; (ii) f. -gen, as in 
{chem.) hydrogenous, nitrogenous; (iii) f. F. 
-géne, as in (bot.) endogenous, exogenous. 


genre 34r kind, style; painting of subjects 
of ordinary life. xix. F., kind (see GENDER). 


genro ge'nrou elder statesmen of Japan. XX. 
Jap., ‘old men’, f. gez root, ro old. 


gens dsenz pl. gentes dzentiz (Roman 
antiq.) clan, sept, number of families united 
by a common name, etc. XIX. L., f. *gen- 
produce (cf. GENTILE, KIN). 


gent dsent shortening of GENTLEMAN, in 
designations (like esq. for esquire) XV1 ; hence 
taken up as an independent word; now 
vulgar exc. joc. @ Cf. the vars. tgentman, 
Tgent'man of gentleman (xv1). 


genteel dsenti'l suited or appropriate to the 
gentry or persons of quality xv1 (B. Jonson) ; 
tpolished, refined; (vulgar in serious use) 
stylish, elegant xvii. — F. gentil, fem. -ille, 
an earlier adoption of which is repr. by 
GENTLE. First recorded in the form gentile, 
which was distinguished from GENTILE by 
retention of the F. pronunc. with final stress, 
and prob. the nasal sound of the first syll. 
In Butler’s ‘Hudibras’ 1 i 747 the form 
tgentee is used, which repr. F. 3atz; cf. 
JAUNTY. 


gentian dze'nfən plant of the genus Gen- 
tiana. XIV. —L. gentidna (sc. herba), so 
called, acc. to Pliny, after Gentius, a king of 
Illyria; see -IAN. 

gentile dzentail non-Jewish, tpagan xiv; 
pert. to a tribe or nation, spec. a gens XVI. 
— L. gentilis of the same family, stock, or 
nation, (in eccl. use) heathen, pagan, f. gent-, 
géns race, stock, people, f. *gen-, base of 
gignere beget (see KIN). 


gentility dzentiiti gentle birth xiv; gentle 
or genteel state or manner XVI. — (O)F. 
gentilité, f. gentil; see next and -1TY. 


gentle d;e-xntl well-born; noble, generous 
xu (AncrR., RGlouc., Cursor M.) ; tdomes- 
ticated, tame xv; Tpliant, soft; mild xvi. 
— (O)F. gentil high-born, noble (in modF. 
pleasant, kind, agreeable), — Pr., Sp. gentil, 
It. gentile :- L. gentilis belonging to the 
same gens or stock, (Rom.) belonging to a 
good family; see also GENTEEL, GENTILE. As 
sb. (arch.) one of gentle birth xiv (Ch.); larva 
of the bluebottle, used for bait by anglers 
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XVI (Lyte), spec. use of the sense ‘soft’, 
Hence gentleman (after OF. gentils hom, 
mod. gentilhomme, corr. to It. gentiluomo, 
Sp. gentilhombre) x11 (Tgentman xvi; tgent'- 
man XVII, gemman, gem’man XVI- XIX); whence 
ge‘ntleman.ty! xv (Lydg.). So ge-ntle- 
WOMAN XIII. 

gentoo dzentti' penguin of the Falkland 
Islands. xix. perh. a use of next. 

Gentoo d3e:ntü Hindu (i.e. pagan, ‘gentile’, 
as )( Moslem). xvi1 (Herbert, Dampier). 
— Pg. gentio GENTILE. 


gentry dsentri gentle birth xiv; people of 
gentle birth xvi. prob. alteration of Tgentrice 
(xit) 2 OF. genterise, vat. of gentelise, f. gen- 
til GENTLE, by assoc. with Tgentlenv (xir). 


genuflexion, -flection dzenjufle-kfan bend- 
ing the knee. xv. — late L. genuflexi6(n-), 
f. genuflectere (f. genu KNEE-- flectere bend), 
whence (back-formation) ge'nufiect XVII ; 
cf. FLEXION., 

genuine dze'njuin tnatural, native XVI; not 
spurious or counterfeit xvi. — L. genuinus, 
f. genu KNEE; the orig. ref. was to the recog- 
nition of a new-born child by a father placing 
it on his knees; later assoc. with genus race, 
KIN; see -INE}, 

genus dzi-nos (techn.) kind, class. xvi. 
— L. genus birth, race, stock, KIN. 

-geny dsini terminal el. = F.-génie,modL. 
-genia, based on Gr. adjs. in -genés or the 
first syll. of GENESIS, meaning ‘mode of pro- 
duction’, as in cosmogeny, ontogeny, physio- 
geny, with corr. sbs. in -genesis and adjs. in 
-genetic. 

geo- daro(u), daio* repr. geó-, comb. form 
of Gr. gé earth, as in many scientific terms 
of xix ; for older words sce below. 


geode dsioud concretionary or nodular 
stone, usu. lined with mineral matter. xvi. 
— L. geódés (Pliny) ^ Gr. geódes earthy, f. gê 
earth ; cf. F. géode. 

geodesy dzio-disi tland-surveying XVI; 
(math.) study which determines areas of the 
earth's surface xix. — F. géodésie or modL. 
geddxzsia~ Gr. geddaisid (daiein divide). 
Hence geodetic -de:tik. xvi. 

geography  dz;io:grofi description of the 
earth's surface. xvi. — L. geographia (partly 
through F.)- Gr. gedgraphia; see GEO-, 
-GRAPHY. So Z€0°GRAPHER XVI, Z€OGRA’PHIC 
XVII, -ICAL XVI. 

geology dzio-led3i fscience dealing gener- 
ally with the earth; science of the earth’s 
crust, strata, ete. XVIII. — modL. geólog?a ; 
see GEO-, -LOoGY. So geolo-gicar, geo:lo- 
gIST. 1795. Q] Geologia was used in medL. 
by Richard de Bury for ‘science of earthly 
things’; in modL. in our first sense in a 
work entitled ‘Geologia Norwegica’, 1686, 
and in the title of a work by E. Warren, 
1690, and in It. by Fabrizio Sessa, 1687, for 
the astrological influence of the earth. The 
present sense, which was made familiar in 
Eng. by James Hutton’s “Theory of the 
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Earth’, 1795, had appeared in modL. in 
*Geologia sive Philosophemata de Genesi 
ac Structura Globi Terreni', by Dethlevus 
Cluverus, 1700. 


geomancy dsrómsnsi divination. from 
signs derived from the earth. xrv (PPL, Ch., 
Maund.) -medL. geómantia; see GEO-, 
MANCY. Cf. F. géomancie (Xv). 


geometry ds3io:mitri science dealing with 
magnitudes in space. XIV. — (O)F. géométrie 
— L. geometria — Gr. geómetrídá; see GEO-, 
-METRY. So geome'tric xvii, geome"-triCAL 
XVI. — (OJF. géométrique, L. geometricus, 
Gr. geómetrikós. 


George d351d3 patron saint of England and 
of the Order of the Garter, an image of 
whom gives the name to the following things 
that bear it, viz. (i) jewel forming part of the 
insignia of the Order xvi (a joerge of dya- 
mondes); (ii) tsl., half-crown xvi or guinea 
(Yellow George) xvii. —- L. Georgius = Gr. 
Geórgios. 

Georgics d35-1dziks (pl.) title of Virgil’s 
poetical treatise in four books on husbandry. 
xvi (G. Douglas) -L. geórgica —- Gr. 
geórgikd, sb. use of n. pl. of georgikós, f. 
georgés husbandman, f. gê- (see GEO-)-} *erg- 
in Gr. érgon WORK; see -1Cs. 

geranium direi-‘niom genus of plants with 
fruit shaped like a crane's bill xv1; genus 
Pelargonium xvir. =L. geranium — Gr. 
geránion, f. géranos CRANE. 


gerent d;e'ront (now chiefly in vicegerent) 
ruler. xvi. — L.. gerent-, -éns, prp. of gerere; 
see GESTATION, -ENT, 

gerfalcon d;3:fo(Dkon large kind of falcon. 
XIV (zerfakoun, Wycl. Bible; preceded by an 
ex. of gerfauk). — OF. gerfaucon, nom. ger- 
faus, obl. -fauc, mod. gerfaut) — Pr. g(uyir- 
faut, Cat. girifalch, gerifal, Tt. ger(1)falco 
- OF rank. *gérfalco (G. ger-, gierfalke)-ON. 
geirfdlki, the first el. of which is obscure; 
see FALCON. @ ‘The medL. forms gyrofalco, 
hierofalco, have led to unjustifiable attempts 
to relate the first syll. to L. gyráre GYRATE, 
and Gr. hierds sacred (cf. falco sacer SAKER) 
and hiérax hawk. 


germ  d3àim rudimentary form. xvi. 
- (O)F. germe :- L. germen sprout, prob. for 
*genmen (cf. Skr. jánman- birth, origin), f. 
IE. *gen- produce, be born (see KIN, -GEN). 
Preceded by germen d33:1men . xvii (Sh.), 
which remains in botanical use. 


german d33-1men closely related; now 

only in brother-, sister-, cousin-german. xtv. 
- (O)F. germain (in OF. also ‘brother’) = 
Pr. german, and as sbs. Sp. hermano, Pg. 
irmão brother :- L. germánus genuine, real 
(as sb. germdnus brother, germdna sister), 
prob. for *germdnus, f. germen GERM; see 
-AN. Cf. GERMANE. 


German d;5:mon pert. to Germania or 
Germany ; Germanic. xvi. - L. Germánus, 
perh. of Celtic origin (cf. Olr. gair neigh- 
bour) The earlier names were Almain and 


Dutch. €«( German Ocean (the North Sea) tr. 
Ptolemy's Germánikós Okeanós. So Ger- 
manic d33ime-nik. xvir. - L. Germanicus ; 
cf. F. germanique, G. germanisch. 


germander  da3ime:ndoi plant of the 
genus Teucrium. XV. - medL. germandra, 
-drea (cf. F. germandrée, OF. gemandree), 
alteration of gamandrea (cf. G. gamander), 
var. of gamadrea, for chamedreos ~ late Gr. 
khamaidruon, earlier khamaidris ‘ground- 
oak’, f. khamai on the ground (cf, HUMUS)-+ 
drüs oak (cf. TREE). 


germane d331mei-n closely connected. xix. 
var. of GERMAN, due to an echo by Scott (who 
uses the sp. germain) of Sh. 'Hamlet' v ii 165, 
1st Folio more Germaine to the matter, Qo 
1603 more cosin german, Qo 1604 more 
Terman. 


germinate d3d-1mineit sprout, cause to 
sprout. XVII. f. pp. stem of L. germináre, 
f. germin-, germen; see GERM, -ATE?, $0 
germina-TION. XVt. =L 

-gerous see -IGEROUS. 


gerrymander dze'rimàndər, U.S. geri- 
(orig. U.S.) manipulate election districts 
unfairly so as to secure disproportionate 
representation. 1812 (there are several tem- 
porary uses in U.S. about this date). f. 
name of Elbridge Gerry, governor of Massa- 
chusetts, who is related to have constructed 
a district map of the U.S.A. in which the 
shape of one district suggested to an artist 
the addition of head, wings, and claws; he 
exclaimed ‘That will do for a salamander”, 
to which another retorted ‘Gerrymander!’ 


gerund dzerand verbal noun. xvi (Lilly). 
-late L. gerundium, f. gerundum, var. of geren- 
dum, gerund of gerere carry on (cf. GEST). 
So gerundiar! gira-ndial x1x; gerundive 
d3ira‘ndiv adj. pert. to a gerund xvi; sb. 
gerund (cf. F. gérondif) xv; passive verbal 
adjective expressing ‘to be —ed' xvin. — 
late L. gerundivus (sc. modus mood). 


gesso dse'sou plaster of Paris used in paint- 
ing, etc. XVI. -— It. gesso :—- lL. GYPSUM. 


gest dzest (arch.) pl. notable deeds; story, 
orig. in verse. XII (Cursor M., Havelok, 
King Horn). - OF. geste, jeste - L. gesta 
actions, exploits, sb. use of n. pl. of pp. of 
gerere carry, carry on (cf. GESTATION). 

gestalt goftalt (philos.) xx. G., 'form, 
aspect’, deduced from MHG. ungestalt 
deformity, sb. use of adj. (OHG. ungistalt) 
mis-shapen, f. un- Un-!-- obs. pp. of stellen 
place (see STALL). 


gestation dzester[on carrying, being car- 
ried xvi (Elyot) ; process of carrying young 
xvi. —L. gestátió(n-), f. gestáre, frequent. 
f. gest-, pp. stem of gerere carry ; the pre- 
sumed base *ges- has been tentatively con- 
nected with ON. kos heap (cf. L. agger) and 
hasta cAsT. Q| From the same base are de- 
rived gest, gesticulation, gesture; congest, 
digest, suggest, with their sbs.; gerund ; con~ 
geries ; register ; (vice-)gerent ; -igerous. 
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gesticulate dgzesti'kjůleit make lively mo- 
tions with the body. xvir. f. pp. stem of L. 
gesticulári, f. gesticulus, dira. of gestus action, 
GESTURE; see -ATE®. So -A'TION. XVII. —- L. 


gesture destfar bearing, carriage xv; 
Tattitude, posture; movement of the body 
XV. — medL. gestüra, f. gest-, pp. stem of 
gerere (see GERUND). 


get get pt. got, pp. got, U.S. gotten got, go'tn 
obtain, procure; beget; succeed in coming 
or going to, etc. XIII; make oneself, become 
xvi. =- ON. geta (pt. gat, gátum, pp. getinn) 
obtain, beget, guess = OE. *gietan, etc. (see 
below) :—- Germ. *getan, *gat-, *zētum, *ge- 
tanaz, f. IE. base *ghed- (*ghod-) seize, 
found in L. praeda (:- *praheda) booty, 
PREY, predium estate (cf. PRAEDIAL), and 
with inserted nasal in L. prehendere lay hold 
of (cf. APPREHEND, etc.), Gr. khanddnein 
(aorist ékhadon) hold. Q Except in Scand., 
the Germ. vb. appears almost exclusively in 
comps., e.g. OE. begietan, forgietan, ongietan, 
undergietan perceive, understand, OFris. 
forjeta, urjeta forget, OS. bigetan, fargetan 
Du. vergeten), OHG. gezzan (in prp. keg- 
zendi acquiring), bi-, fergezzan (G. vergessen), 
Goth. bigitan; see further BEGET, FORGET. 
‘The orig. conjugation was repr. in literary 
use by get, gat, getten as late as XVI; but pp. 
gotten (which survives dial. and U.S.) is 
found before 1400, by assim. to such schemes 
as stele STEAL, stal, stolen; the clipped form 
got of the pp., and the pt. got (based on the 
pp.), date from xvI. 


geum dsiom avens. XIX. modL. var. of 
gæum (Pliny); as L. for ‘avens’? by Turner 
(XVI). 


gewgaw gjū'gō paltry thing, plaything, 
trifle. xv (gwgaw; later guygaw, guegay, etc.). 
Of obscure origin; the phonology of ME. 
giuegoue (AncrR.) is uncertain, and a rare 
MDu. ghiveghave is of doubtful relevance. 


gey gei (Sc. considerable, -ably. xvi 
(Ramsay). var. of GAY. Cf. the similar use 
of jolly adv. (xvi). 

geyser geiZzol, gaLZoI, gl'zo1 gushing hot 
spring XVII; water-heating apparatus XIX. 
— Icel. Geysir proper name of a certain hot 
spring in Iceland, rel. to geysa (ON. geysa) 
gush. Cf. GUST. 

ghastly gä'stli Tterrible, (now) suggesting 
the horror of death or carnage XIV ; spectre- 
like, death-like xvi; used advb. xvi. ME. 
gastlich, f. gaste terrify (perh. repr. OE. 
gæstan torment; cf. AGHAST)---lich -Ly!; 
the sp. with gh- (after GHosT) became cur- 
rent through Spenser. 


ghaut gót mountain pass xvI1; descent to 
a riverside, landing-place xvin. - Hindi 
ghát (the development of meaning was in 
an order the reverse of their appearance in 
Eng.); applied pl. (the Ghauts) by Euro- 
peans to two mountain-ranges of India. 

ghazal, -el ge-zél species of Oriental lyric 
poetry. xvii. = Pers. = Arab. ghazal. 


ghazi gāzi champion (against infidels). 
XVII. — Arab. gAázi, prp. of ghazá fight. 

ghee gi clarified butter made from buffalo's 
milk. xvii. — Hindi gi :—- Skr. ghritd-, pp. 
of ghri sprinkle. 

gherkin g3:ikin cucumber for pickling. XVII 
(girkin, Pepys). = early modDu. *(a)gurkkijn 
(now gurkje, augurkje), dim. of agurk, augurk, 
gurk (whence G. gurke, tgurken, taugurken, 
Sw. gurka, Da. agurk); ult. - Slav. word 
repr. by Slov. ugorek, angurka, Pol. ogérek, 
Russ. oguréts, deriv. with dim. suffix of late 
Gr. aggotrion (whence Sp. tangirria, It. 
anguria, F. tangourie); ult. origin unkn. 

ghetto ge:tou Jewish quarter of a town, etc. 
xvir (Coryat). — It. ghetto — Pr. guet :- L. 
ZEgyptus Egypt. Hence in other Eur. langs., 
e.g. Russ. gétto. 


Ghibelline gi-bolin, -ain one of the im- 
perialist (anti-papal) party in medieval 
Italian politics. xvi (G. Harvey). - 1t. 
Ghibellino, supposed to be — G. Waiblingen 
name of an estate belonging to the Hohen- 
staufen family, said to have been used as a 
war-cry by partisans of the Hohenstaufen 
emperor Conrad III at the battle of Weins- 
berg, A.D. 1140. 


ghost goust soul, spirit OE.; disembodied 
spirit XIV. OE. gást — OFris. gast, OS. gést 
(Du. geest), (O)HG. geist :- W Germ. *zaista 
:—- *ohoizdos, which has been connected with 
Skr. hédas anger, and the presumed base 
*ohois- *gheis- with ON. geisa rage, Goth. 
usgaisjan, usgeisnan terrify. The sp. with gh- 
is first recorded in Caxton’s works and is 
there prob. due to Flem. gheest; it became 
established late in xvr. See also HoLY 
Guost. Hence gho'strty!. OE. gasthic. 


ghoul gül spirit preying on corpses. XVIII. 
~ Arab. ghul. In F. goule. 


Ghurka see GURKHA. 


ghyll var. of GILL’. 

giant dzai-ant being of superhuman stature. 
xir (RGlouc.). ME. geant (later infl. by the 
L. form) - (OJF. géant, Tjaiant — Pr. jaian, 
It. dial. Tzagante, etc. :z- Rom. *gagante, for 
L. gigantem, nom. gigas — Gr. gigant-, gigas. 
q The L. form was directly repr. by gigant 
in OE. and later by gigant (XV-XVII). 

Giaour ds5auo1i non-Moslem, Christian. 
XVI (Gower), XVII ( Jaour, Giaour). ult. — Pers. 
gaur infidel (pronounced by the Turks 
gjaur), var. of gebr GUEBRE. So in F. and G.; 
in It. giaurro. 

gib gib (name of) a cat. xiv (Gibbe our cat). 
Abbrev. of the name Gilbert (cf. Gibson). 


gibber ds5ibor chatter incoherently. xvii 
(Sh.). imit. 

gibberish  grborifj, d3i-b- unintelligible 
speech, jargon. xvi. Earlier than gibber, but 
presumably to be connected, the ending 
being based on names of languages in 
-ISH!. @ Gyberyshe is found as a field-name 
in XIV ; cf. gimcrack. 
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GIBBET 


gibbet d3rbit gallows. xir. — (O)F. gibet 
staff, cudgel, gallows, dim. of gibe staff, club, 
prob. of Germ. origin ; see -ET. 


gibbon gi'bən long-armed ape, Hylobates. 
xviir. ~ F. gibbon (Buffon), f. aboriginal 
name. 


gibbous gi'bəs convex c.1400 ; hump-backed 
xvni (Sir T. Browne). -late L. gibbósus, 
f. gibbus hump. So gi‘bbosexvu, gibbosiry 
-o'siti c. 1400. 


gibe, jibe dzaib speak sneeringly. xvI. 
perh. - OF. giber handle roughly, mod. dial. 
kick (repr. in modF. by regimber buck, rear; 
cf. JIB), of unkn. origin. Hence gibe sb. xvi. 


giblets dzi'blits tappendage xiv; tentrails 
XV; pl. eatable portions of a bird removed 
before cooking xvi; odds and ends xvir. 
— OF. gibelet game stew, perh. for *giberet, 
f. gibier game; cf. Walloon giblé d'awe goose 
giblets, F. gibelotte rabbit stew. 


gibus dzai-bas opera hat. x1x (Thackeray). 
f. name of inventor. 


giddy grdi mad, foolish OE.; dizzy; 
easily distracted, flighty xvi. Peculiar to 
Eng. OE. gidig, var. of *gydig :— *zudigaz, 
f. *zudam GOD, the primary sense being 
‘possessed by a god’ (cf. OE. ylfig insane, f. 
&lf ELF, and Gr. éntheos ENTHUSIAST) ; see -Y}, 


gier-eagle dzia‘ri:gl vulture. xv (A.V., 
Lev. xi 18 Gier-egle, Deut. xiv 17 Geer- 
eagle). f. geire (XVI) — Du. gier vulture (also 
in gier-arend ‘vulture-eagle’) = OHG. gir 
(G. geier, also in geieradler), sb. use of giri 
greedy. 

gift gift giving, thing given. xur. ~ON. 
gipt, corr. to OE. gift payment for a wife, pl. 
wedding, OFris. jeft, OS. sundar| gift privi- 
lege, MDu. gift, gifte (Du. gift fem. gift, 
n. usu. gif poison), OHG. gift fem. gift, 
poison (G. gift fem. gift, n. poison), Goth. 
fra|gifts espousal :- CGerm. *zeftiz, f. *zeb-, 
base of GIVE; see -T. There is no evidence 
that OE. gift survived, ME. 3ift, yift, yeft 
being app. itself a new formation on jive, 
ševe, on the model of the ON. word. 
€ Attrib. in gift horse (xvir); cf. L. equi 
donati dentes non inspiciuntur (Jerome). 


gig! gig À. Tflighty girl xiri(AncrR.) ; Twhip- 
ping-top xv; tfancy, whim xvi (Nashe); 
(dial.) fun, glee (Mme D’Arblay); (dial.) 
odd person, fool xvii; B. (in full gzg-mzll) 
machine for raising a nap on cloth xvi; light 
two-wheeled one-horse carriage ; light ship’s 
boat xvii. All these uses may be referred 
to the gen. notion of light or quick move- 
ment, which is also that of the later j1c; but 
the history of both words is obscure. 


gig? short for fishgig, FIZGIG. XVIII. 


gigantic d;aige:ntik tof a giant; having 
the size of a giant. xvir. f. L. gigant-, gigás 
GIANT---IC. This form finally superseded 
contemp. or somewhat earlier Tgigantal 
(= OF.), gigantean (f. L. gigantéus, Gr. gigán- 
teios), Tgigantical, and Tgigantine (— obs. F.). 


GILT 


giggle gi-gl laugh in a manner suggestive 
of foolish levity or uncontrollable amuse- 
ment. XVr. imit.; cf. Du. g:(e)chelen, LG. 
giggeln, MHG. gickeln, Russ. khikhikat’. 

giglet gi-glit twanton woman; giddy girl. 
XIV. perh. f. GrG!+ -LET. 

gigot d3igot (now Sc.) leg of mutton, etc. 
XVI. — F. gigot, dim. of dial. gigue (modPr. 
gigo) leg, f. giguer hop, jump, of unkn. origin. 


Gilbertian gilbē-stiən pert. to or charac- 
teristic of the humour and absurdity of 
the characters and situations in the ‘Savoy 
Operas’, written by William Schwenck 
Gilbert (1836—1911), with music by Arthur 
Seymour Sullivan (1842-1900); see -IAN. 


Gilbertine gi-Ib5itain (canon or nun) be- 
longing to a religious order founded by St. 
Gilbert of Sempringham, c. 1140. XVI. 
—- medL. Gilbertinus, f. Gilbertus ; see -INEŁ. 


gild? gild cover with gold. OE. gyldan (in 
pp. gegyld GILT! and comps. begyldan, ofer- 
gyldan) = ON. gylla :- Germ. *zgulpjan, f. 
*2ulbam GOLD. 


gild? see GUILD. 


gill! gil organ of respiration in fishes. XIV. 
— ON. *gil (whence Sw. gàl, Tgel, Da. gjzlle) 
:— *geliz, rel. to. ON. gjolnar fem. pl. 
whiskers of the mythical Fenris wold (cf. 
ODa. fiske|gacin fish-gills) += *zelunaz, cogn. 
with Gr. kheliné lip, jaw, kheflos lip. 


gill? gil rocky cleft, ravine xr (in place- 
names), XIV (in literature); narrow stream 
XVH. — ON. gil deep glen, cogn. w. geil in 
same sense. ‘The fanciful sp. ghyll was intro- 
duced by Wordsworth (‘Evening Walk’ 54). 


gill? d3zil 4 pint. xiv. = OF. gille, gelle, in 
medL. gillo, gellus, late L. gello, gillo water- 
pot. Q The suggestion that Gilles Giles 
(cf. jackpot, jug) is the source ignores the 
e-forms. 


gillt dzil lass, wench. xv. Short for Gillian 
— F. Juliane = L. Fulidna, orig. fem. adj. (see 
-AN) f. Julius, Roman gentile name. Cf. JILL. 


gillaroo gilari’ Ir. trout. xvi. -Ir. giolla 
ruadh, 1.e. giolla fellow (cf. next)-+ruadh RED. 


gillie gili attendant on a Highland chief 

XVII; one who attends on a sportsman XIX. 
— Gael. gille lad, servant = Ir. giolla (see 
prec.). 


gillyflower d3rliflauo: fclove x1v; clove- 
scented pink, wallflower, etc. xv. ME. gilofre 
(whence dial. gilliver), gerofle, altered (by 
assim. to flower) to geraflour (xv), gelyflour, 
Jilyflower, July-flower (xvi) - OF. gilofre, 
girofle (= 1t. garofano) :- medL. caryophyl- 
lum = Gr. karuóphullon clove-tree, f. kdruon 
nut+ phiillon leaf. 


gilt? gilt gilded. xiv. OE. gegyld; see GiLp!. 
Gilt-edged, orig. of writing-paper, in com- 
mercial use applied to ‘paper’ (i.e. scrip) of 
very high value xix. Hence gilt Tgilt plate 
XV; gilding xvi. f. the pp. as used in phr. 
of silver and gilt. 
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GILT 


gilt? gilt young sow. xiv. — ON. gyltr :— 
*oultjo, rel. to goltr :— *zaltuz, whence(dial.) 
galt (xtv); cf. OE. gealtborg swine, OHG. 
galza + *galton, OE. gilte (ME. velte, Devon 
dial. zt), OHG. gelza (G. gelze), (M)Du. 
gelte 1 *zaltjón. 


gimbals, gymbals d;imbol (pl) fjoints, 

links xvi; (naut.) self-adjusting bearings 
to keep articles horizontal XVIIL. var. of 
GIMMAL. 


gimcrack  dsrmkrek fanciful notion, 
dodge; mechanical contrivance; knick- 
knack; Tfop xvii; adj. trivial, trumpery 
XVIII. ME. gibecrake (xiv) perh. small orna- 
ment; prob. altered by assoc. with jim-jam 
ttrifle, knick-knack (xv); but both elements 
are obscure. @ Gib(e)crack is found as a 
field-name xr11-xVv1 ; cf. gibberish. 


gimlet gimlit boring-tool. xiv. -OF. 
guimbelet, dim. of the Germ. word which 
appears in Eng. as WIMBLE. 


gimmal d;irmol finger-ring capable of 
being divided into two or more rings; (pl.) 
links in machinery. xvi. Later form (col- 
lateral with GIMBALS) of Tgemel, Tgemew x1v 
(pl. twins, Wycl. Bible; hinge; double ring; 
pl. joints, links). — OF. gemel, gemeau (mod. 
jumeau) :— L. gemellus, dim. of geminus twin 
(see GEMINI); another var. is (dial.) gimmer 
(cf. Sh. ‘2 Henry VP 1u4i). Cf. JUMBLE?. 


gimp gimp kind of twist with a cord run- 
ning through it. xvir. — Du. gimp (whence 
also G. gimf, gimpf), of unkn. origin. 


gin! gin (arch.) begin. xit (in ME. pt. gan 
was used as auxiliary, 'did'). Aphetic of 
beginne, onginne; see BEGIN. 


gin? d3in tingenuity, craft, trick; (arch.) 
contrivance, esp. for snaring game. XIH 
(Orm, La3. ). Aphetic - OF. engin ENGINE. 


gin? dzin ardent spirit distilled from grain 
and malt. xvi. abbrev. of GENEVA?. 


gint dzin female Australian aboriginal. XIX. 
Native word; cf. N.S. Wales dial. din. 


ginger d3i:nd3a1 hot spicy root. x11 (La3., 
AncrR.). ME. gingivere, repr. a conflation 
of OE. gingifer(e), gingiber (which was di- 
rectly - medL.) with OF. gingi(m)bre (mod. 
gingembre) — Pr. gingevre, Cat. (a)gengibre, 
Sp. jenjibre, Pg. gengivre, OIt. gengiovo, 
zenzavero (mod. zenzero) Rum. ghimber- 
medL. gingiber, zingeber, Li. zingiber(1) - Gr. 
ziggiberis - Prakrit siggabéra — Skr. çryga- 
véram, f. crggam HORN + vēra- body; so 
named from its antler-shaped root. «| A 
widely diffused word, prob. orig. based 
on an Asian name; the Arab. form with 
modified final syll, zanjabil, has spread 
through the Middle East and eastern Europe 
(e.g. Rum. zinztfil, Serb. dZenzefil) ; aphetic 
vars. are repr. by MHG. ingewer (G. ingwer), 
Russ. imbir’, inbir’, Pol. imbier. Hence 
ginger vb. flavour with ginger; treat (a 
horse) with ginger, (hence gen.) spirit up. XIX. 


GIRASOL 


gingerbread dsi-ndzo1bred A. tpreserved 
ginger XIII; B. cake flavoured with ginger, 
formerly often coloured and gilded (cf. the 
phr. take the gilt off the gingerbread) xv ; adj. 
tawdry, gimcrack xvi. Earliest forms 
gingebras, gyngebre(e)de - OF. gingembras, 
-brat (whence MDu. gingebraes, late ON. 
gingibradd) ~ medL. gingibrdtum, -étum, f. 
gingiber GINGER + -dtum -ATE!. ‘The final 
syll. assumed a form resembling or suggest- 
ing bread, and for sense B the insertion of r 
in the second syli. completed the semblance 
of a compound ; forms of the type gingebread 
remained in Sc. 

gingerly ds;rndzori -Telegantly, daintily, 
mincingly xvi ; very cautiously or reluctantly 
XVII; also adj. perh. f. OF. gensor, genzor, 
prop. compar. of gent GENT, but used also as 
a positive, ‘pretty, delicate’. See -LY!, -LY?. 

gingham gi'ngəm kind of cotton or linen 
cloth. xvii. = (prob. through Du. gingang) 
Malay ginggang, orig. adj. striped. @ The 
word has passed into the mod. Rom. and 
Germ. langs. 

gingili d35i:znd5ili E. Indian plant (Sesamum 
indicum) yielding an oil. xvir. = Hindi, 
Marathi jingali. 

gingival d3i-nd3ival of the gums. XVIIL 
- modL. gingivalis, f. L. gingiva gum; see 
-AL!, 

ginglymus gi-n-, djrgglimos (anat.) joint 
of which the motion is in only two directions. 
xvi. modL. = Gr. gigglumos hinge. Hence 
ginglymoip. xvii. 

ginkgo grnkgou Japanese tree with hand- 
some foliage. XVIII. Jap. — Chinese yinhing 
‘silver apricot’. @ Often mis-spelt gingko. 

ginseng d3i:nsen plant with medicinal root. 
xvir. — Chinese jén shén ‘man image’ (Giles), 
with allusion to the form of the root. 

gipsy, gypsy d3i:psi member of a nomadic 
race, called by themselves Romany, of 
Hindu origin, in XVI supposed to have come 
from Egypt xvi (Sh.); Trogue; hussy, bag- 
gage XvIr. Earlier forms Tgipcyan, Tgipsen, 
-son (Spenser), aphetic of EGYPTIAN (in the 
same use). The form gipsy may be directly 
-= L. Ægyptius; cf, (by) Mary Gipcy (Skel- 
ton), i.e. Mary of Egypt, Maria /Egyptiaca. 
Cf. Sp. gitano gipsy :- popL. *Agyptdnus. 
giraffe  d3iràff ruminant quadruped of 
Africa, formerly called camelopard. xvi. 
‘There are early forms depending on It. 
giraffa and OF. girafle, and occas. on Arab., 
e.g. ziraph (cf. OSp. azorofa), iarraff; the 
present form (~ F. girafe, corr. to It. giraffa, 
Sp., Pg. girafa = Arab. zardfah) was hardly 
established before xvii; in ME. gerfaunt 
and orafle occur. 

girandole dzi'randoul revolving firework 
XVII; branched support for candles xviii. 
- F. girandole — It. girandola, f. girare = 
late L. gyráre GYRATE. 

girasol d3i'resol variety of opal having a 
red glow in bright light. xvi. = F. girasol or 
its source It. girasole, f. girare (see prec.) - 
sole SUN. 
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GIRD 


gird! gdid pt., pp. girt encircle; invest, en- 
due; fasten (on) as with a belt. OE. gyrdan 
= OS. gurdian (Du. gorden), OHG. gurten 
(G. giirten), ON. gyrda = Germ. *gurdjan; 
see GIRTH. Hence gi:rder! main beam sup- 
porting joists, xvii (Cotgr. s.v. solive). 


gird? g-3id strike xiu (La5.); Tthrust, 
impel xIIZ; intr. rush (dial.) xiv ; gibe a£ xvi. 
Of unkn. origin. Cf. GRIDE. 


girdle! g5::dl belt worn round the waist. 
OE. gyrdel (earlier gyrdels) = MDu. gurdel 
(Du. gordel), OHG. gurtil, -ila (G. gürtel), 
ON. zyrüill, f. *zurüjan GIRD!; see -LE!. 
Hence GIRDLE vb. xvi. 


girdle? g3-1dl (Sc.) iron plate for baking 
cakes. xv. Metathetic form of GRIDDLE; 
cf. AL. girdella (x11). 


girl g51l Tyouth or maiden xii; female 
child xvi. The ME. vars. gurle, girle, gerle 
suggest an orig. ü, and an OE. *gyrela, 
*oyrele has been proposed, based on *zur-, 
repr. prob. in LG. gör n. boy, girl; but, as 
with boy, lad, and lass, certainty is not 
attainable on the evidence. 


giron see GYRON. 


girt g3it surround, gird xvi; take the girth 
of XVII. f. girt, var. (XVI) of GIRTH surviving 
in techn. uses, infl. by pp. gir? of GIRD}. 


girth gàip band placed round the body of 
a beast of burden xiv; measurement round 
a circumference xvi. ME. gerth - ON. 
gjord girdle, girth, hoop (1-7 *zerüu) — Goth. 
gairda girdle :- Germ. “gerd6é. For other 
words derived from the vars. *zard-, *zurd- 
see GARTH, GIRD}, GIRDLE. 


gisarme d3izàim (hist.) kind of battle-axe 
or halberd. xi. -— OF. gisarme, guisarme 
(whence OSp., Pg. bisarma), Pr. juzarma, 
guisarma (whence It. Tgiusarma) — OHG. 
getisarn, f. getan (G. játen, Tgdten) weed - 
tsarn YRON. 


gist dzist (leg.) ground of an action, etc. 
XVIII ; substance or essence of a matter XIX. 
— OF. gist (mod. gít), 3rd sg. pres. ind. of 
gésir lie (:- L. jacere), as in law = F. phr. cest 
action gist this action lies; cf. also phr. gésir 
en consist in, depend on. 


gith gip plant of genus Nigella. xiv (Wycl. 
Bible). (Also tgitte, Tgit) - L. git, gith, gicti. 

gittern gi-toin (arch.) early form of guitar. 
xiv. — OF. guiterne (perh. through MDu. 
giterne), obscurely rel. to CITHERN and 
GUITAR. 

give giv pt. gave geiv, pp. given gi vn hand 
over OE.; intr. yield xvi. OE. giefan, gefan, 
pt. geaf, géafon, pp. giefen, gefen = OF ris. 
jeva, OS. geban (Du. geven), OHG. geban 
(G. geben), ON. gefa, Goth. giban = CGerm. 
#veħan, *gaf, gæbum, *gebanaz, with no cer- 
tain IE. cogns. OE. g(i)efan was repr. by 
ME. yive, yeve, yaf, yeven, which prevailed 
in southern and midland writings till xv; 
the present form with initial g appears 
c.1200 (in 'Ormulum"' beside 3ifenn) and is 


GLADIOLUS 


due to Scand., the vowel reflecting OSw. 
giva, ODa. give. Cf. the phonetic history of 
GET. 


gizzard gi-zaid second stomach of birds. 
xiv (Ch., tr. L. jecur, confused with OF. 
guisier). ME. giser (surviving as gysar till 
XviI) - OF. giser, gezier, juisier, also gutsier 
(mod. gésier):- Rom. *gicerium, for 
gigerium, only in pl. -a. For the final d, 
which appears xvi, cf. tgarnard, var. of 
GARNER, and dial. scholard, var. of SCHOLAR. 
An unexpl. var. gizzern, surviving dial., is 
of about the same age (xiv, Trevisa). The 
pronunc. with g- (not d3-) seems to be due 
to OF. guisier. 


glabrous gleibros smooth. xvir f. L. 


glaber hairless, bald (see GLAD)-+-OUS. 


glacé glæ'sei smooth and highly polished. 
XIX. F., pp. of glacer ice, give a gloss to, 
f. glace ice (see next). 


glacial glei-fiol cold, icy; glass-like. xvir. 
— F. glacial or L. glaciális icy, f. glaciës ice, 
rel. to gelidus GELID; see -AL}, 


glacier glz-sio1, glei-Jax river of ice in 
a mountain valley. xvi (glaciere). ~F. 
glacier, earlier glaciére (an Alpine word), f. 
glace ice :- Rom. *glacia, for L. glactés (see 
els @ Thence also G. gletscher, tgletzer 
XVI). 


glacis glæ'si, gler'sis sloping bank, (fortif.) 
sloping parapet. xvil. —F. glacis, f. OF. 
glacier slide, f. glace ice (see GLACIAL). 


glad glæd fshining, bright; cheerful, 
merry ; full of joy ; rejoicing OE. ; suggestive 
of joy xvir. OE. glæd = OS. glad (in comp. 
gladméd), ON. glaér bright, joyous. The 
orig. sense survives in OHG. glat (G. glatt) 
smooth; Germ. *zíaóaz is rel. to OSI. 
gladükü, L. glaber (:—- *ghladhro-) smooth, 
GLABROUS. Hence gla-dsome!. xiv (Ch.). 
Q Words with initial gi having ‘shining, 
bright’ as the basic sense are: glade, glare, 
glass, gleam, gleed, glim, glimmer, glimpse, 
glint, glister, glitter, gloaming, glow, glower. 


gladdon glæ'dən (dial) iris. OE. glædene 
- *gladina, f. L. GLADIOLUS. 


glade gleid open space in a forest (Tspec. 
for snaring birds) xvi (More); clear space 
in the sky xvi. Of unkn. origin; cf. synon. 
Tglode (x1v in alliterative verse, and once in 
XVII); perh. orig. ‘bright sunny place’ and 
f. base *zlai- of GLEAM. 


gladiator gle-dieite: in ancient Rome, one 
who fought with the sword at a public show. 
xv. — L. gladiátor, f. gladius sword (pre- 
sumably of Celtic origin); see -ATOR. Cf. 
(O)F. gladiateur. So gla:diato'riar xvin, 
T-0'riAN xvii ; f. L. gladiátórius. 


gladiolus glediou:las, gladai-ales iridaceous 
plant with sword-shaped leaves. xvr. - L. 
gladiolus (Pliny), dim. of gladius sword; 
repr, in F. by glaïeul; anglicized in the form 
gla-diol(e) (xv—xrx). 
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GLADSTONE 


Gladstone  gle:dston name of William 
Ewart Gladstone (1808-98), Eng. statesman, 
used attrib. or ellipt. to designate (1) French 
wine of which the importation was increased 
as a result of his reduction of customs duty, 
(ii) a kind of portmanteau. 


Glagolitic glegolitik name of the alphabet 
(of Gr. origin) in which early Sl. translations 
of the Bible and liturgical texts are written 
and which is still used by Slavs of the 
Roman obedience. xix. - modL. glagoli- 
ticus (F. -ittique, G. -itisch), f. Serbo-Croatian 
glagolica (c — ts), f. glagól word (perh. in 
Sl. dial. letter); see -1c. 

glair glea1 white of egg. xiv. —(O)F. glaire 
:- medL. glarea, obscure var. of *clarea (sb. 
use of fem. of L. adj. clárus CLEAR), whence 
also Pr. clara, glara, Sp. clara, It. chiara. 
Hence glai-ry! viscid, slimy. XVII. 


glaive gleiv tlance, spear x11; Thalbert; 
(arch.) sword, broadsword xv. -(O)F. 
glaive, tglavie tlance, (now) sword == Pr. 
glavi, glazi, presumed to be~ L. gladius 
sword; but the sense ‘lance? (which is also 
that of MHG., MDu. glavie) is not thus 
accounted for. 


glamour gle:moz magic, spell xviir; magic 
beauty XIX. orig. Sc., brought into gen. 
literary use by Scott; alteration of GRAMMAR 
with the sense of GRAMARYE. For the form 
with gl- cf. medL. glomeria (in magister 
glomeriz title of a former official in the 
university of Cambridge), prob. - AN. 
*clomerie, for gramarie GRAMMAR. 


glance glans glide off an object struck; 
tmove rapidly xv; make a flash of light; 
flash a look xvi. The earliest forms glench, 
glence, glanch suggest an alteration of tglace 
(x1v) glance, glide (~ OF. glacier ; see GLACIS) 
by crossing with synon. Tglent (xir) and 
lanch, LAUNCH’. Hence glance sb. swift 
oblique movement; flash, gleam; hurried 
look. xvi. @ Perh. orig. two words. 


gland glend secreting organ of the body. 
XVII. — F. glande, later form of OF. glandre 
(see next). | 


glander gla-ndoz glandular swelling xv; 
(pl.) disease of horses xvi. — OF. glandre :— 
L. glandulz pl. throat glands, swollen glands 
in the neck. 


glare gleər tshine with dazzling light xii; 
look fixedly and fiercely xvi. = MLG., 
MDu. glaren gleam, glare, prob. ult. rel. to 
GLASS. 


glass glàs OE. gles = OS. glas, gles, OHG., 
G. glas i WGerm. *zla:sam, of which a 
var. *ezlaza:m is repr. by ON. gler glass; 
prob. rel. to OE. glær, MLG. gldr amber, 
repr, the Germ. word adopted in L. as 
glésum, glésum (Tacitus, Pliny). 
Glaswegian glàs-, glàzwi:d3!lon pert. to 
Glasgow, Scotland. f. modL. 

Glauber’s salt(s) gli*ba1z sdlt(s) sulphate 
of sodium. xvii. named after Johann 


GLEN 


Rudolf Glauber (1604-68), German chemist, 
by whom it was first artificially made. 


glaucoma glokou:mo (path.) disease of the 
eye marked by grey-green haze in the pupil. 
XVIL L. (Pliny) — Gr. glaukéma, f. glaukós ; 
see next and -OMA. 

glaucous gl5-kos dull-green. xvir. f. L. glau- 
cus — Gr. glaukós bluish-green or grey + -ous. 


glaze gleiz fll with glass XIV; cover with a 
vitreous substance xv. ME. glase, f. obl. 
form of GLASS. Hence gla'ZIER!. XIV. 


gleam glim (orig.) brilliant light; (now) 
subdued or transient light. OE. gl@m (:- 
*elaimiz), corr. to LG. glém, OHG. gleimo 
glow-worm, and rel. to OS. glimo brightness, 
OHG. glimo glow-worm, MHG. glimen 
shine, glow, and further to GLIMMER. Hence 
gleam vb. xii (w. midl.). In ME. both sb. 
and vb. occur mainly in alliterative use. 


glean glin gather reaped corn. xiv. = OF. 
glener = Pr. glenar := late L. (Gallo-Roman) 
glennare (vi), prob. f. Gaulish *glenn- :- 
Celtic *glendn- (in Olrz. dighlatm :— *dé- 
glendsmn). 
glebe glib soil, earth; field; portion of land 
attached to a benefice. xiv. = L. glēba, 
gl&ba clod, land, soil; cf. Pol. gleba, Russ. 
glyba clod, and see GLOBE. 


glede, gled glid, gled (arch., dial.) kite, 


-~ Milvus regalis. OE. glida, corr. to MLG. 


glede, ON. gleda :— Germ. *zlidon (*zledon), 
f. *2lid-, weak grade of *zlidan GLIDE. 


glee gli Tplay, sport; tminstrelsy, music 
OE. (unaccompanied part-song, of Eng. 
origin, with one voice to each part xvii); 
mirth, rejoicing XII. OE. gléo, glio = ON. 
(rare) gly :—- *eliujam (not repr. in other 
Germ. langs.) ; it was variously treated in OE. 
as glieg-, glig-, gliw-, gléow-, nom. gléo, the 
two last giving ME. gle and gle. Not used 
by Sh. exc. in the comp. gleeful (once, “Tit. 
And.’ 11 iii 111), nor by Milton: marked obs. 
by Phillips (1706); acc. to J., ‘not now used 
except in ludicrous writing, or with some 
mixture of irony and contempt’. 


gleed glid (arch., dial.) ember. OE. gléd = 
OFris. gléd, OS. gléd- (Du. gloed), OHG. 
gluot (G. glut), ON. glóð = Germ. *zlddiz, 
f. base of GLow. 

gleek glik card-game of which three court- 
cards of the same rank is a special feature. 
xvi. = OF. glic, also ghelicque - MDu. ghelic 
(mod. gelijk) LIKE}, perh. the immed. source. 

gleet glit slimy matter, phlegm xiv ; morbid 
discharge xvi. ME. glet, Sc. glit - (O)F. 
glette slime, filth, (now) litharge, of unkn. 
origin. The present form was not in com- 
mon use till xvi1; its development is unexpl. 


glen glen mountain valley. xv. In early use 
Sc. glen; taken up by Spenser in the forms 
glenne, glinne ; in gen. Eng. use the form glen 
dates from mid-xvri, - Gael, Ir. gleann, 
earlier glenn = W. glyn, Q TGnnes, Telins, 
repr. Ir. pl. gliann. 


[400] 


GLENDOVEER 


Glendoveer glendouvio:i beautiful sprite 
in Southey’s quasi-Hindu mythology. 1810. 
Alteration of grandouver in Sonnerat’s 
“Voyage aux Indes orientales! (1782-1806), 
which prob. repr. Skr. Gandharvas semi- 
divine being. 





glengarry glengæ'ri Highland cap. XIX. 
f. name of a town in Inverness, Scotland. 


Glenlivet  glenlivit variety of Scotch 
whisky. xIx. f. Glenlivet in Banffshire, 
Scotland, the place of manufacture. 


glenoid gli-noid (anat.) pert. to a shallow 
cavity on certain bones. XVIII. ~ F. glénoide 
— Gr. glénoeidés, £. gléné ball or pupil of the 
eye, (in Galen) shallow joint-socket; see 
-OID. 


glib glib (dial. smooth and slippery XVI; 
ready and fluent xvir. rel. to synon. tglib- 
bery, corr. formally to Du. glibberig, MLG. 
glibberich (LG. glibbrig), f. base *zltb- (cf. 
OHG. gleif sloping); for expressive gl- cf. 
next. 


glide glaid pass easily or smoothly. OE. 
glidan pt. glad, glidon, pp. gliden = OFris. 
glida, OS. glidan (Du. glijden), OHG. glitan 
(G. gleiten) :- WGerm. *zlidan, of which no 
cogns. are known (the short base is repr. by 
OE. glid(d)er slippery). 


glim glim light, candle, lantern. XvīIr. orig. 
in canting lang. ; perh. shortening of GLIM- 
MER Or GLIMPSE. @ Earlier sporadic exx. are 
of doubtful meaning or status. 


glimmer gli-moz fshine brightly xiv (Sir 
Gawain and the Green Knight) ; shine faintly 
xv. prob. of Scand. origin (cf. Sw. glimra, 
Da. glimre, to which corr. (M)HG., Du. 
glimmern); f. Germ. *zglim- *glaim-; see 
GLEAM, -ER*. Hence glismmer sb. xvi. 
@ The present currency of the sb. may be 
due to Sh. 


glimpse glimPs ‘thave faint vision XIV 
(glimsing, Ch.); (arch.) shine faintly or inter- 
mittently xv; (from the sb.) see momenta- 
rily or partially xviir. deriv. of the base of 
GLIMMER, perh. repr. an OE. *glimsian = 
MEHQG. glimsen - WGerm. *glimisdjan. Hence 
glimpse sb. xvi (in Sh. ‘Hamlet’ 1 iv 53 the 
glimpses of the Moone the earth by night). 


glint glint move quickly, esp. obliquely; 
shine with flashing light. xiv. Not common 
till xvii (Burns), but gEnt sb. is used by 
Wyatt ; alteration of earlier (dial.) glent (x11) 
in both the above senses and that of ‘look 
askance’, prob. of Scand. origin (cf. Sw. 
dial. gldnta, glinta slip, slide, gleam); cf. 
GLANCE. 


glissade glissdd sliding movement. xix. 
- F. glissade, f£. glisser slip, slide; see -ADE. 


glisten glisn shine with twinkling light. 
OE. glisnian, f. base of glisian (= OFris. 
glisa, MLG. glisen), f. Germ. *zlis-, exten- 
sion of *zE-, repr. by ON. gljd shine, which 
has been connected with Gr. khliarós warm. 


glister glistor (poet, dial) glitter. xiv. 


GLORIA 





corr. to and prob. - MLG. glstern, (M)Du. 
glisteren, f. Germ. *zlis- ; see prec. 


glitter gli:taz shine with brilliant tremulous 


light. xiv. — ON. glitra = MHG., G. glitz- 
ern, sparkle, frequent. (see -ER*) f. Germ. 
*-lít-,in OS. glitan, OHG. gligzan (G. gleissen) 
shine, ON. glit brightness, glita shine, Goth. 
glit|munjan (of clothes) shine bright; IE. 
*ohleid- *ghlid- appears in Gr. khlide luxury. 


gloaming glou:mig evening twilight. xv 
(Wyntoun) In the literary language an 
early-xix adoption from Sc. writers. 


gloat glout tlook askance or furtively XVI 


(Laneham); tcast amorous glances XVII; 
gaze with intense satisfaction (over, upon) 
xvu. Of unkn. origin; not known to J., who 
quotes "Teach . . her deluding Eyes to gloat 
for You’ (Rowe, ‘Jane Shore’ rv i) with the 
remark “This word I conceive to be igno- 
rantly written for gloar’, i.e. glore, glower; 
but it was used by many distinguished 
writers, being perh. taken up from some 
dialect in which it may have been adopted 
from Scand. (cf. ON. glotta grin, Sw. dial. 
glotta peep, corr. to (M)HG. glotzen stare). 


globe gloub spherical body; the earth. xvi. 


— (O)F. globe or L. globus, rel. to gléba GLEBE 
and referred by some to a base *gel- roll to- 
gether, stick, which, with various forma- 
tives, is held to be repr. in CLAY, CLEAVE, 
CLEW, CLIMB, CLOT, CLUB, CLUMP, and AGGLU- 
TINATE, (CON)GLOMERATE, GLUE. Hence 
glo-bar!. xx. So glo-bosr. xv (rare before 
Milton). -L. glo:bous. xvit. —- F. Tglobeux 
or L. globésus. globular glo:bjülor. xvitr. 
f. L. globulus, dim. of globus; freq. used 
as the adj. of globe rather than of globule. 
glo-burE small spherical body. xvir. =F. 
globule (Pascal) or L. globulus. 


glomerate glo:moreit (bot.) compactly clus- 
tered. xvi. — L. glomerdtus; cf. CONGLO- 
MERATE, GLOBE, 


gloom glūm look sullen; (of the sky, etc.) 
lower x1v; make dark xvi; look dark xvitt. 
Late ME. gloum(b)e ; the earliest evidence is 
predominantly north.; for the vocalism cf. 
ROOM (ME. roum). Of unkn. origin; Con- 
tinental forms based on a base *glüm- de- 
noting ‘muddy’, ‘turbid’, ‘foggy’ are remote 
in sense. Hence gloom sb. (Sc.) sullen look 
XVI; darkness, obscurity xvi (Milton ; occurs 
nine times in his poems; prob. back-forma- 
tion from gloomy); melancholy state XVIII. 
gloomy! glū'mi dark, obscure xv1 (Sh.); 
sullen, depressed xvi (Marlowe); depress- 
ing, dismal XVIII. 


Gloria gl5-rio short for the liturgical Gloria 
Patri (et Filio et Spiritui Sancto) Glory be 
to the Father (and to the Son and to the 
Holy Ghost), Gloria in excelsis Deo Glory to 
God in the highest, and Gloria tibi Domine 
Glory be to thee, O Lord. Xill. 
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GLORY 


glory plori t+boastful spirit (see VAIN- 
GLORY); resplendent beauty; splendour (in 
religious lang., of God, heaven, the saints) 
XIII; exalted praise or honour xrv; halo, 
nimbus xvii. — OF. (AN.)glorie - L. glória. 
OF. glore, (also mod.) gloire was repr. by 
rare ME. gloire and gen. Sc. glor, gloir xiv— 
xvir. So glo:ry vb. exult, Tboast. xiv. - L. 
gloriàrt, f. glória. glo:rirv. xiv (R. Rolle). 
-(O)F.-— ecclL. glorious. xir. ~AN. 
glori(o)us, OF. glorieux - L. gloridsus; cf. 
INGLORIOUS, VAINGLORIOUS. 


glory-hole glo:rihoul (sl) cell to which 
prisoners are brought on the day of trial; 
(collog.) receptacle for a disorderly col- 
lection of things; (techn.) small furnace in 
which goods are re-heated in glass-making. 
XIX, Of unkn. origin. 


gloss? glos superficial lustre. xvr. Of unkn. 

origin; words of corr. form are Du. gleos 
glowing, gleaming, Sw. dial. glossa gleam, 
glow, Icel. glossi blaze, but no point of con- 
tact has been established ; glass was used as 
a syn. in XVI, and it is poss. that gloss is a 
modified form of it. Hence gloss vb.! (infl. 
by GLOSS?) give a specious appearance to, 
smoothe over. xvii. glo:ssv!. xvi. 


gloss? glos interlinear or marginal explana- 
tion; (sophistical) interpretation. XVI. re- 
fash. of GLOZE after L. glóssa. 


glossary glo'sori collection of glosses. xiv. 
— L. glossárium, f. glossa GLOSS?; see -ARY. 
Hence glo:ssarisTr. xvii (T. Warton). 


glosso- glo-sou, gloso: rarely glotto-, comb. 
form of Gr. gldssa, glétia tongue, language 
(cf. GLoss?), as in glosso* GRAPHER (Gr. glósso- 
grdphos), -GRAPHY Xvil, glosso-LoGy science 
of language XVIII, glotto'LOGY XIX. 


glottis glo-tis opening at upper part of the 
trachea and between the vocal chords. xvi. 
- modL. - Gr. glóttís, f. glótta, var. of glóssa 
tongue. LHence glo:ttari' applied to per- 
cussive sounds made ‘when the glottis is 
suddenly opened or closed on a passage of 
breath or voice’ (Sweet), 


glove glav covering for the hand. OE. g/df 
corr. to ON. gidfi, by some taken to be := 
Germ. *ealófo, -on, f. *za- Y-+ base of ON. 
lófi (whence ME., Sc. loof), Goth. lófa hand. 


glow glou emit (bright) light. OE. glówan, 
recorded only in prp. glówende and pt. gléozo, 
str. vb. corr. to the weak vbs. OS. gldjan 
(Du. gloeien), OHG. gluoen (G. glühen), ON. 
glóa ; £. *zló- (cf. GLEED) t- IE. *ghló-, *ghle-, 
whence W. g/o (1- *ghlówo-) coal, Lith. gléja 
twilight. Hence glow:-worm insect, Lam- 
pyris noctiluca, the female of which emits 
a green light. xiv (Bozon); cf. G. glühwurm. 


glower glauez (Sc.) stare with wide-open 
eyes XVI (Dunbar, Lyndesay); scowl xvirt. 
perh. Sc. var. of synon. (dial.) glore (xiv), 
the earlier sense of which seems to be ‘shine, 
gleam’, perh.— LG. gióren or Scand. (cf. 
Icel. glóra gleam, stare), rel. to GLOW. 


GLUTTON 


gloxinia gloksi-nio Amer. tropical plant. xix. 
modL., named by L'Héritier after B. P. 
Gloxin, who described the plant in 1785. 


gloze glouz flattery, deceit, pretence XIII 
(RGlouc.); comment, gloss xiv. -—(O)F. 
glose ~ medL. giósa, for L. glóssa word need- 
ing explanation, the explanation itself — Gr. 
glóssa tongue, language, foreign language, 
foreign as obscure word. Cf. GLoss?*. So 
gloze vb. talk speciously xin; Tgloss, ex- 
plain; explain away xiv (PPl, Gower). 
- (O)F. gloser gloss, explain. AL. glossare. 


glucinum $ glusai‘nom (chem.) beryllium. 
Xix (Davy, 1812); f. ghuci-na, latinized form 
of F. glucine (Vauquelin, 1798), f. Gr.gluküs 
sweet ; see -INE?, (| Gr. v is abnormally repr. 
by x in these words ; contrast GLYCERINE, 
GLYCO-. 


glucose glü:kous (chem.) grape-sugar; 
sugar of the formula C,H34,0,. 1840. - F. 
glucose (1838 in 'Comptes Rendus de l'Aca- 
démie des Sciences’ VID), irreg.- Gr. gletikos 
must, sweet wine, rel. to gluktis sweet; see 
-OSE?, Hence glu:cosiprE. 


glue glà cementing substance. xiv. -(O)F. 
glu = Pr. glut :- late L. glitem, glis, for L. 
glüten (cf. GLUTINOUS), rel. to Gr. gloid, gloid, 
glid, gloics glue, Lett. gliwe mucus, Lith. 
glitàs slippery ; f. IE. *eloi- *glei- *gli- stick, 
see CLEAVE!, etc., and GLOBE. Hence glue 
vb, x11. —(O)F. gluer. gluvey. xiv (Wycl. 
Bible) ; see -v!. 


glum glam sullen, looking dejected. xvi. 
rel, to (dial.) glum vb. frown, scowl (xv), var. 
of tglom(e), tgloumbe, GLooM; for the vocal- 
ism cf. thumb :—- OE. puma. 


glume glim (bot.) husk. xvi. - L. gliima 
i *olübmád, f. *glüb- (as in glübere shell) 
*oleubh- (see CLEAVE?). 


glut glat feed to repletion, overload with 

food. xiv. Earliest forms gloute, glotte, 
glotye, prob. - (O)F. gloutir swallow (with 
causative sense perh. developed in AN.) :—- 
L. gluttire (see GLUTTON). 


gluteus gl'utiros (anat.) any of the three 

muscles forming the buttock. xvi. modL., 
f. Gr. gloutós rump, rel. to GLOBE, CLOT, 
CLUE. 


gluten glii-tan falbuminous element of 
animal tissues XV1; sticky or viscid substance 
XVII; (chem.) nitrogenous part of flour xix. 
= F, gluten (Paré)-L. gliiten GLUE. So 
glu:tinous gluey. xvi. = (O)F. glutineux or 
L. ghitinédsus. glutino-siry. xIv. — medL. 


glutton gla‘'tn A. gormandizerxu1(AncrR.); 
B. voracious animal, Gulo luscus, wolverene. 
XVII. — OF. gluton, gloton (mod. glouton) — 
Pr. gloton, It. ghiottone:-L. gluttd(n-) 
(whence OF. glouz, Pr. glotz, It. ghiotto), 
rel. to gluttire swallow, gluttus greedy, and 
further to gula throat; cf. Russ. glot throat 
(1- *glütü), glotdti swallow  (:— *glütati). 
Hence glu:ttonous. xiv. 
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GLYCERIN(E) 


GOAL 





glycerin(e) glrsorin, -in sweet syrupy 
liquid obtained from oils. xix. - F. glycerin 
(Chevreul) f. Gr. glukerós sweet, rel. to 
synon. glukús (cf. LIQUORICE), of which the 
comb. form in gen. use is glyco= gloi:ko(u), 
instead of glycy-. Chemically glycerin is an 
alcohol and its systematic name is glycerol 
(see -o1). Its discoverer, K. W. Scheele 
(1779), named it ólsüss *oil-sweet'. 


glyconic glaiko'nik name of a Gr. lyric 
metre. XVII. — F. glyconique = late L. glyco- 
nius — Gr. glukóneios, f. Glíkon, name of a 
Gr. lyric poet; see -1C. 

glyph glif (archit.) vertical channel in a 
frieze. xviii. — F. glyphe — Gr. gluphé carv- 
ing, rel. to ghíphein (see next) ; cf. TRIGLYPH. 


glyptic gli-ptik pert. to carving. xix. — F. 
glyptique or Gr. gluptikós, f. glíptés carver, 
f. ghiphein carve, rel. to CLEAVE?; see -Ic. 


gn- initial cons.-combination common to all 
Germ. langs. and still retained in most of 
them with the pronunc. gn, but reduced to 
n in standard Eng. and i in all dials. except in 
gnat and gnaw in some Sc. areas. 


gnarled naild knobby, knotty. 1623. Once 
in Sh. (“Measure for Measure! II ii 116, for 
which the sole authority is the First Folio), 
and taken up thence by early-x1x writers. 
var. of *knarled, *knurled, f. knarl, knurl, ex- 
tensions of knar (xit1) rugged rock, knot in 
wood, knur, knor (xv) hard excrescence, 
corr. to MLG., MDu., MHG. knorre (Du. 
knor, G. knorren) knobby protuberance, rel. 
to OHG. chniurig knobby, rough, MHG. 
knür(e) knob, knot, rock, blow, buffet, prob. 
ult. f£. Germ. *knus- strike, knock (OE. 
cnossian, cnyssan dash, knock, OHG. cnussen 
press, ON. knosa bruise, beat). 


gnash ne strike the teeth together. xv. 
Alteration of tgnacche (x1v) or tgnast (x111), 
which had an early var. tgnaist - ON. base 
of echoic origin, repr. by gnastan, gnastran 
(also gnístan, gnístran) gnashing of teeth, 
gneista emit sparks, gnesta crash, clatter. 


gnat net small two-winged fly. OE. gnztt, 
corr. to LG. gnatte, G. dial. gnatze, rel. to 
MLG. gnitte, G. gnitze. 

gnathic næ'pþik, nei'þik pert. to (the alveolus 
of) the jaws. xix. f. Gr. gndthos jaw (cf. 
CHIN)-1- -IC. 

gnathonic neipo:nik parasitical. xvir. -= L. 
gnathónicus, f. Gnathó(n-) - Gr. gnáthón, 
used as proper name of a parasite, f. gndthos 
jaw;see prec., -Ic. So Tgnatho-nicar. xvi. 


gnaw nō pt. gnawed nd, pp. gnawed (from 
XVIII), gnawn nōn bite persistently. OE. 
gnagan, pt. gnóg, pp. gnagen = OS. gnagan, 
OHG. (g)nagan (G. nagen), ON. gnaga; pa- 
rallel forms with initial k are in OS., OHG. 
knagan (Du., G. dial. knagen), with a corr. 
Eng. form knaw (xv—XVII) ; distant cogns. are 
found in Av. aiwi|ynixta gnawed, Lett. griéga 
eating with long teeth; ult. imit. 


gneiss nais, gnais (geol) kind of meta- 
morphic rock. xvi. = G. gneiss, perh. rel. 


to OHG. gneisto (= OE. gnäst, etc.) spark, 
the rock being named from its sheen. 
gnomic nou-mik pert. to general maxims. 
XIX. —Gr. gndmikds (perh. through F. 
gnomique), f. gnómé opinion, judgement, f. 
*ond-; see KNOW, -IC. So gnO'InICAL, XVII. 
gnomon noumon indicator, esp. of a sun- 
dial; tnose; part of a parallelogram remain- 
ing after a similar one is taken from one 
corner (from the resemblance to a carpenter's 
square |). xvi. — F. gnomon or L. gnómoón 
- Gr. gnomén inspector, indicator, car- 
penter’s square, f. *gnd-; see KNOW. 
gnosis nou'sis higher knowledge of spiritual 
mysteries. XVIII. = Gr. gnésis investigation, 
knowledge (cf. 1 Tim. vi 20), f. *gnd- KNow. 
gnostic no-stik adj. cognitive, intellectual 
xvii (Stanley); sb. one of a sect of early 
Christians claiming gnosis xvi. - ecclL. 
gnósticus (sb. pl. Tertullian) — Gr. gnóstikós 
(Plato, Aristotle), f. gnóstós, f. *enó- ; see -1C. 
gnu ni, nji S. African quadruped, the 
wildebeest. xvin. ult. = Kaffir ngu, prob. 
through Du. gnoe; so G. gnu. 
go gou pt. went (see WEND; repl. OE. éode 
YODE), pp. gone gon Twalk; move along, 
proceed. OE. gàn, pres. gd, gást,gxp, pl. gáp, 
pp. gegan == OF ris. gan, gén, pres. 3 sg. gét(h), 
geith, pp. gén, OS. -gàn, in full|gàn accom- 
plish (Du. gaan), OHG. gan, pres. gdm, gas, 
gat, gamés, gat, gant and gén, pres. gém, gés, 
etc. (G. gehen), Crim-Gothic geen (not in the 
Gothic of Wulfila). As is shown by the 
OHG. pres. inflexions, orig. a vb. in -m, f. 
Germ. *zai-,*z%- :— IE. *ghé(i)-, prob. repr. 
in Gr. kikhémi (:— *ghighémt) I reach, Skr. 
jáhäti (+= *ghéghéti) leaves, forsakes, ihité 
flees ; the relation to GANG is uncertain. The 
sense ‘walk’ is preserved in go--cart (xvI!) 
framework on rollers designed to help chil- 
dren to walk. Hence go~-o-Fr (sl.) start ; orig. 
U.S. XIX. 


goa gou‘a Tibetan antelope. xix. — Tibetan 
dgoba. 


goad goud pointed rod for driving cattle. 
OE. gád = Lombard gaida arrow-head :- 
Germ. *zaidd, of which the IE. *ghai- (as 
in Gr. khaios, khaton shepherd’s staff) is the 
basis, as also of OE. gér spear = OS., OHG. 
gër, ON. geirr :- CGerm. *zaisaz (in Goth. 
in proper names, e.g. Hariogaisus 'army- 
spear’). The north. form is repr. by Sc. gaid 
bar of metal (xv-xvit), but in ME. the un- 
related gad (— ON. gaddr) is the commoner 
word, with the meanings of goad and gaid. 


goal goul terminal point of a race; (in foot- 
ball), posts through which the ball is driven 
XVI. perh. identical with ME. gol boundary, 
limit (recorded once in Shoreham's works 
xiV), which may have survived colloq. in 
some local game; this indicates a possible 
OE. *gal obstacle, barrier, perh. rel. to OE. 
g&lan hinder; but the absence of any record 
of this sb. or its equiv. in other Germ. langs. 
(ON. geil GILL? being too remote in sense) 
makes this deriv. quite uncertain. 
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GOAT 


goat gout ruminant of the genus Capra. 
OE. gat she-goat (the male being called 
bucca BUCK! and gatbucca), pl. gét, ME. geet 
= OS. gët (Du. geit), OHG. geiz (G. geiss), 
ON. geit, pl. geitr (whence north. ME. geet, 
geit, get(t)), Goth. gaits :~ CGerm. *zaitaz, 
rel. to L. hedus kid s~ IE. *ghaidos. ( The 
sexes begin to be distinguished by hke- and 
she- in late xiv. Hence goatee? (U.S.) 
beard resembling the tufted beard of a he- 
goat. xix. goatsucker gou'tsA:kor night- 
jar. xvi. tr. L. caprimulgus (f. capra goat + 
mulgére milk), itself tr. Gr. aigothélas (f. 
aigo-, atx goat théldzein suck). 


gob gob lump. xiv (Wycl. Bible; also 
goubbe, gubbe xv1). - OF. gobe, goube mouth- 
ful, lump (mod. gobbe food-ball, pill), f. gober 
swallow, gulp, perh. of Celtic origin (cf. 
Gael. gob beak, bill, Ir. gob bill, mouth, 
whence prob. Sc. and north. Eng. gob mouth 
xvi). Cf. GOBBET. 


gobang goubz: Japanese game. XIX. 
— Jap. goban, said to be = Chinese &'í pan 
chessboard. 


gobbet go bit portion, fragment; lump of 
food, etc. xiv. — OF. gobet, dim. of gobe 
GOB; see -ET. 


gobble! go-bl swallow hurriedly. xvi (Hol- 
land). prob. of dial. origin f. GoB+-LE’. 


gobble? go-bl make the characteristic noise 
ofaturkey. XVII. imit., but perh. suggested 
by prec. 


Gobelin go-balin, |'goblé epithet of tapestry 
made at Gobelins, state factory in Paris, 
named after its founders. xix. 


goblet go-blit drinking-cup. xiv. —- (O)F. 
gobelet, dim. of gobel, of unkn. origin ; see -ET. 


goblin ga-blin mischievous and ugly sprite. 
xIv. prob.- AN. *gobelin (recorded in F. 
XV and surviving in Norman dial.), medL. 
gobelinus (xit, in Ordericus Vitalis as the 
name of a spirit haunting Evreux, France); 
prob. appellative use of a proper name, dim. 
of Gobel (now Gobeau), which appears to be 
rel. to Kobold (see COBALT). @ Connexion 
with medL. cobalus mountain sprite (Agri- 
cola), Gr. kébdlos rogue, mischievous goblin 
invoked by rogues, cannot be upheld. 


goby gowbi fish of the genus Gobius. XVIII 
(Pennant). - L. góbius, var. of cóbius —- Gr. 
kóbiós sorme small fish; cf. GUDGEON. 


god, God god superhuman being wor- 
shipped, deity; the Supreme Being, the 
Deity. OE. god (pl. godu n., godas m.) = 
OFris., OS. (Du.) god m., OHG. got (G. 
gott) m., ON. god n., heathen god, guð m. 
and n., God, Goth. gup (pl. guda n.). A 
CGerm. *zud- points to IE. *ghut-, pp. 
formation of uncertain origin, but prob. f. 
*ghu-, repr. by Skr. hii invoke the gods (cf. 
purulhiitds ‘much invoked’, as an epithet of 
Indra). Hence go:ddzss! XIV; go'dFATHER, 
-MOTHER, -DAUGHTER, -SON late OE. god- 
feeder, -médor, -dohtor, -sunu; cf. GOSSIP; 


GOGGLE 


go'dcuirp xi; cf. OE. godbearn. go:d- 
HEAD XIII. God's acre churchyard XVII. 
— G. Gottesacker 'God's seed-field', in which 
the bodies of the dead are 'sown' (cf. Cor. 
xv 36—44) in hope of the Resurrection. god- 
send go:dsend welcome but unexpected 
thing. XIX. for TGod's send (xvi1) alteration 
of ME. goddes sand God's message, dis- 
pensation, or ordinance (OE. sand message, 
messenger, rel. to SEND). GodsPEE'D. XV 
(Henryson) f. phr. God speed ‘May God 
prosper’ (one). See also GOOD-BYE, GOOD- 
EVEN. Q There are many euphem. perver- 
sions of God in oaths and asseverations, 
several of which are inserted here in their 
alphabetical places; they may be classified 
as those (i) in which g and d are retained, as 
gad, gawd, ged, gud; (ii) in which g is re- 
tained, but the rest of the word is modified, 
as gar, gog, golly, gol-, gosh, gaw-, gor-, goy-, 
gum ; (iii) in which g is replaced by c, as cock, 
cod, cor, ot by d, as dod (also in dodrot) ; (iv) 
in which the initial cons. is dropped, as od, 
ud ; (v) in which a syll. repr. a prep. is pre- 
fixed, as begad, begar; bedad; adad, adod, 
agad. ecod, egad, icod, igad: (vi) containing 
the possessive s, usu. with other peculiarities, 
as ads, ods, uds ; cocks, cods, cuds ; gads, gars, 
gogs, goles, guds ; (vii) in which the possessive 
is reduced to s, as ’sblood, ’sbodikins, ’sdeath, 
"'slid, swounds (zounds) ; (viii) in which God 
is reduced to d, as drat (so drabbit). A few 
of these, as cock, gog, are of late- ME. date; 
of the remainder some half-dozen are re- 
corded from xvi, the rest are of various 
dates from xvir onwards. 'The name is also 
abbreviated, as in by G— (also sp. Gee), 
also G—d. 


godetia godi-fis genus of hardy annuals. 
XIX. f. name of C. H. Godet, Swiss botan- 
ist; see -IA!. 


godown gou:daun warehouse, store. XVI 
(godon). — Pg. gudão — Malay godong, gadong, 
perh. — Telugu gidangi place where goods 
lie (Tamil kidangu), f. kidu lie. 


godwit go:dwit marsh-bird resembling the 
curlew. xvi (Turner, by whom it is used in 
latinized form godwitia, with an obscure syn. 
fedoa). Of unkn. origin; the occas. vars. in 
-wipe, -wike do not suggest a solution. 
€ Casaubon in 161r rendered the word by 
L. Dei ingenium, 1.e. 'God's wit. 


goffer gou'fər, ga'-make wavy, crimp. XVII. 
= F. gaufrer impress with a pattern-tool, f. 
gaufre honeycomb, pastry made on a mould, 
impressed pattern, AN. walfre-MLG. 
wafel; see WAFFLE, WAFER. 


goggle go'gl (dial.) squint, roll the eyes or 
the head. xiv. prob. frequent. of a base 
*gog, expressive of oscillating movement; 
cf. jog, joggle, and see -LE?. So go’ ggle- 
eyed. xiv (in Wycl. Bible, Mark ix 47, tr. 
Vulgate luscus squinting). Hence go'ggle 
sb. Tsquint, stare xvii; (pl) the eyes; 
spectacles XVIII. 
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GOIDEL 


Goidel goi-dol Celt of the branch repre- 
sented by the Irish and the Highlanders of 
Scotland. xix. ~OlIr. Gotdel; see GAEL. 
Hence Goide-lic. 


goitre gortor morbid swelling of the neck. 
XVII (Gouitres of Sauoye; the goistre of Pied- 
mont). — F. goitre (dial. gouitre), either (i) 
~ Pr. goitron (also in OF.) :— Rom. *gutturið- 
nem, f. L. guttur throat (see GUTTURAL), or 
(ii) back-formation from F. gottreux :- L. 
*eutturiósu-s adj. 

goldam, etc. (U.S.) see GoD and cf. GOLLY. 


gold gould the most precious metal. OE. 
gold — OFris., OS., OHG. gold (Du. goud, 
G. gold), ON. goll, gull, Goth. gulp :- CGerm. 
*zulbam :- IE. *ghltom (whence also OSI. 
zlato, Russ. zóloto), f. *ghel- YELLOW -- pp. 
suffix *-to- (as in colour-names such as Lith. 
geltas yellow, bdltas white, Skr. Adritas 
yellow). The name silver also is common 
to Germanic and Slavonic. The pronunc. 
güld continued till xix. Q Finn. kulta was 
an early adoption from Germ. The flower- 
name gold (OE. golde) which survives in 
MARIGOLD, is presumably a deriv. of this 
word. Hence golden gou'ldn. XIII; super- 
seding Tgilden, OE. gylden; see -EN*. In 
various collocations immed. tr. L. aureus, 
e.g. g. age XV (L. aurea ætas), g. mean XVI 
(L. aurea mediocritas, Horace), g. number xvi 
(medL. aureus numerus), g. ule T(math.) the 
rule of three xv1; the precept of Matt. vii 12 
XVII (also g. law xvii). go:ldriNcH. OE. 
goldfiné ; so Du. goudfink, G. goldfink. go-ld- 
SMITH. OE. 
golf golf, gof ancient ball-game of Scotland. 
XV (golf, gouff). Of unkn. origin; there are 
difficulties of form and use in the way of 
the commonly given deriv. from (M)Du. 
kolf club, bat. @ The pronunc. gof is an 
Eng. attempt to imitate Sc. gouf. 
golgotha go:lgapa graveyard. xvi. ~ Vul- 
gate L. — Gr. golgothá — gogolbá, Aram. form 
of Heb. gulgólepP skull; see CALVARY. 
goliardic goulià-idik descriptive of the 
ribald poetry of a class of clerkly authors 
(goliards), who in XII-XIII were supposed to 
be named after a certain Golias; OF. goliard 
means 'glutton', f. gole (mod. gueule) :- L. 
gula gluttony. @ In ME. occur gulardous 
(R. Mannyng) and goliardeys (Ch., PPL) for 
goliard (used by Caxton), and gulyardy for 
their works (XIV). 


golliwog go'liwog fanciful invented name 
for a grotesque doll. xix (Bertha Upton, of 
U.S.A.). perh. suggested by golly, Negro 
perversion of God (xIx), and polliwog (dial. 
and U.S.) tadpole. 


golly go'li (orig. U.S.) substitute for Gop 
in excls. xIx; cf. goles xviir (Fielding) and 
U.S. goldam, -darn, -dasted for goddam, 
-blasted. 

golosh see GALOSH. 


goluptious gola:píos luscious. xIx (John 
Strang, 1856). perh. perversion of volup- 
tuous. 


GOOD 


gombeen gombri:n (Anglo-Ir.) usury. xix. 
- Ir. gaimbin, acc. to Whitley Stokes, repr. 
a deriv. of OCeltic *kmbion, whence medL. 
cambium CHANGE. 

gom(b)roon gom(b)rü:n Persian pottery. 
XVII. f. name of a town on the Persian Gulf. 

-gon, repr. Gr. -gdnos -angled (cf. KNEE), in 
heptagon, hexagon, pentagon. 

gondola gondslo light flat-bottomed boat 
of Venice. xvi. =—(Venetian) It. gondola 
(whence F. gondole, G. gondel, etc.), f. 
Friulian gondola rock, roll (cf. It. dondolare 
swing, rock). So gondolig:r. xvi. - F. - It. 


gonfalon go:nfolon banner, ensign. XVI. 
— It. gonfalone = F. gonfalon, later form of 
gonfanon (wbence go: nfanon xii) = Pr. 
gonfano ~ Germ. *gundfano (= OE. güpfana, 
ON. gunnfani), f. *zund- :- Germ. *zunpió 
war-+-fano banner (FANON). So gon- 
falonig:R. xvi. —F. gonfalonier, It. gon- 
faloniere. 


gong gor metallic disk producing musical 
notes when struck. xvii. - Malay góng, 
güng, of imit. origin; whence also Sp. gongo, 
F., G. gong. Also gong-gong. XVIII; so G. 


Gongorism go‘ngerizm affected diction, 
akin to euphuism, introduced into Sp. litera- 
ture by the poet Góngora y Argote (1561- 
1627). XIX. See -ISM. 


goniometer gounio:mitor instrument for 

measuring angles. xviir. — F. goniomètre, 
f. Gr. génia angle + métron measure; see 
KNEE, -METER. 


gono- go'no(u), before a vowel gon-, repr. 
Gr. gónos generation, offspring, semen (see 
KIN), in scientific terms. 


gonoph  go:nof (slang) pickpocket. XIX 
(Dickens). - Heb. gannabh thief. 


gonorrheea  gonório inflammatory dis- 
charge from urethra or vagina. XVI. =late L. 
— Gr. gonórrhoia, f. gónos semen (see KIN)-- 
rhoía flux, rel. to rhein flow (see STREAM). 


goober giü'bo: peanut. XIX. ~ Angolese 
nguba. 


good gud the most general adj. of com- 
mendation. OE. god — OFris, OS. god 
(Du. goed), OHG. guot (G. gut), ON. góór, 
Goth. gops t- CGerm. *zddaz, f. var. of the 
base *zaó- bring together, unite, as in 
gaderian GATHER, the primary sense being 
‘fitting, suitable’ (cf. OSI. godtti be pleasing, 
godü suitable time, Russ. godnyj suitable). 
Compared BETTER, BEST; adv. WELL. See 
also Goops. Hence goo:drivy! comely, fair 
OE.; notable in size x111 (La3.); excellent, 
proper xiv (Ch.); kindly (in modSc. of 
fairies) XIV. goo'dMAN, as a compd. (i) male 
head of a house xtv (householder, husband 
XVI); (ii) Tprefixed to designations, names 
of yeoman, etc., (hence) yeoman, Scottish 
laird xvi. Similarly (dial.) goo:dwirE XIV; 
cf. coopy?. goodwill gudwil Tvirtuous 
disposition ; favourable regard, benevolence 
OE.; cheerful acquiescence XIII; privilege 
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GOOD-BYE 


granted by the seller of a business to the 
purchaser of trading as his successor XVI. tr. 
L. bona voluntas, F. bonne volonié. 


good-bye gudbai farewell xvr. Early 
forms God be wy you, God buy' ye, God b'uy, 
Godbuy, contr. of phr. God be with you or 
ye, with later substitution of good for God, 
after good day (x11), good night (xtv, Ch.). 
So (dial.) good even (xv), orig. God give you 
good even (see EVEN), variously reduced to 
God dig you den, God ye gooden (Sh.), Gud 
devon, Godden (Sh.), Good den. 


goods gudz (pl.) property, possessions XIII 
(Cursor M.); merchandise, wares xV. Super- 
seded synon. use of sg. good (X11); partly 
after ON. gdds, g. sg. of góà (n. of góór) used 
as an indecl. sb. in the sense ‘property’, 
partly after L. bona, sb. use of n. pl. of bonus 
good; cf. synon. (O)F. biens (c. 1300). 


goody! gu'di lowly form of address to a 
(married) woman. xvi. Hypocoristic f. 
GOODWIFE; cf. huzzy. 


goody? gu'di sweetmeat. xvi. Also re- 
dupl. goody-goody (Swift); f. Goon, after 
F. BONBON. See -Yv$. 


goody? gu'di weakly or sentimentally good. 
XIX (Whose goodness, or (if I may be 
allowed to coin a word, which the times, if 
not the language, requires) whose goodi- 
ness ...', Coleridge). f. Goop+-y®, Also 
redupl. goo:dy-goo:dy c. 1870, earlier 
goody-good (Carlyle). 

googly gü:gli (orig. Australian) in cricket, 
a ball that breaks from the off, xx. 
unkn. origin. 


Goorkha see GURKHA. 


gooroo, guru gu‘ri Hindu spiritual teacher. 
XVII (Purchas). - Hind. gurá teacher, Hindi 
guru priest, sb. use of Skr. gurus weighty, 
grave, dignified (see GRAVE’), 


goosander güsæ'ndər the bird Mergus 
merganser. XVII (gossander, Drayton, Ray). 
prob. f. GoosE -- second el. of bergander 
sheldrake (xvi) which prob. repr. ON. 
andar-, nom. ond duck, pl. andir (cf. DRAKE?). 


goose güs pl. geese gis bird of the genus 
Anser and allied genera. OE. gós, pl. gés — 
OFris., MLG. gos, (M)Du., OfIG., G. gans, 
ON. gáds :- CGerm. *zans- (Sp. ganso im- 
plies Goth. *gansus) :—- IE. *ghans-, whence 
also L. anser (:— *hanser), Gr. khén, Skr. 
harisds m., hanisi fem., Av. zàáó, Lith. Zqsis 
goose, Olr. géis swan. Cf. L. ganta (Pliny) 
wild goose, of Germ. origin, whence OF. 
jante, Pr. ganta, and GANNET. @ One of the 
few bird-names (cf. crane, drake, sparrow, 
thrush) of IE. age; prob. ult. of imit. origin. 


gooseberry guz-, gü'zbori edible berry of 
thorny species of Ribes. xvi. The first el. 
may be an alteration (by unexpl. assim. to 
goose), of forms such as (dial.) groser (XVI) 
and gozell (xvit), repr. remotely (O)F. 
groseille, Tgrozelle, of disputed origin; but 
immed. deriv. from GOOSE+ BERRY IS poss. 


GORMANDIZE 


gopher! gou’far the wood of which Noah’s 
Ark was built. xvir (A.V.). Heb. 

gopher? gou‘fox (orig. U.S.) land tortoise 
XVIII; pouched rat (Geomys, etc.); ground 
squirrel xIx. Said to — Canadian F. gaufre, 
a use of the word meaning ‘honeycomb’, 
with ref. to burrowing habits; but this is 
very doubtful (magofer occurs earlier in the 
first sense}. 

gorblimy g5iblairmi (vulgar) for God blind 
me. XIX. See Goo Q (ii). 

gorcrow go'ikrou (chiefly dial.) carrion 
crow, XVII (Jonson). f. Gone! J- cRow!. 

gore! goor Tdung, filth OE.; blood shed 
(and clotted) xvi. OE. gor — (M)Du. goor 
mud, filth, OHG. gor, ON. gor cud, slimy 
matter, rel. to Olr. gor, W. gór matter, pus. 

gore? goi triangular piece of land OE.; 
skirt front, petticoat XII1; triangular piece, 
spec. of cloth xiv. OE. gaàra — OFris. gára, 
MDu. ghere (Du. geer), OHG. géro (G. 
gehre), ON. geiri, rel. to gàr spear (a spear- 
head being triangular). Cf. GYRON. 

gore? g3o1 Tstab XIV ; pierce with the horns 
XviI. Of unkn. origin ; early Sc. and north. 
gorre (XV-XVI) seems to rule out a seemingly 
obvious deriv. from gore spear (OE. gar). 

gorge g3id3 throat xiv; crop of a hawk xv; 
contents of the stomach (phr. one’s gorge 
rises) XVI; neck of a bastion XVII; ravine 
XVIII. — (O)F. gorge throat — Pr. gorga, 
gorja, Sp. gorga food of hawks, It. Tgorga 
throat :- Rom, *gurga, for L. gurges whirl- 
pool (cf. GURGITATION). Hence gorge vb. 
fill the gorge (of). XIV. 

gorgeous g5‘1d3as richly adorned, sumptu- 
ously splendid. xv. Early forms gorgayse, 
gorges, gorgyas~ OF. gorgias fine, stylish, 
elegant (xv), of unkn. origin; assim. in end- 
ing to words in -EOUS. 

gorget g5-1d3it throat armour xv; wimple, 
necklace xvi. — OF. gorgete, f£. gorge throat, 
GORGE ; see -ET. 

gorgio go-dz;iou gipsies’ name for one who 
is not a gipsy. XIX (Borrow). Romany ; in 
G. gadscho, in Sp. gacho. 

gorgon go'gon terrible- or repulsive-look- 
ing person. XVI. Generalized use of the 
proper name Gorgon ~L. Gorgén-, Gorgd 
— Gr. Gorgó, f. gorgós terrible, rel. to (O)1r. 
garg savage, Gael. garg fierce, angry, OSI. 
(Russ.) grozd terror. 


gorgonzola gdigenzou'la cheese named 
from a village near Milan, Italy. xix. 

gorilla goridlo largest anthropoid ape. XIX. 
Adopted by Thomas Savage in 1847 as the 
specific name of the ape Troglodytes gorilla ; 
from Gr. gorilla (only in acc. pl.), occurring 
as an alleged African name of a wild or hairy 
man (prop. the female) in an account of 
Hanno's voyage (v or vt B.C.). 

gormandize go'unondaiz eat gluttonously. 
XVI. f. Tgormandize sb. gluttonous feeding 
(xv) - (O)F. gourmandise, f. gourmand; see 
GOURMAND, -IZE. 
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GORSE 


gorse gss prickly shrub, Ulex europzus. 
OE. gors, gorst, which has no immed. Germ. 
cogns., but points to JE, base *ghrzd- be 
prickly or rough, repr. in L. hordeum barley 
(= *ghrzdejum) and so rel. to Gr. krithé, 
OHG. gersta (G. gerste) baxley :— *gherzdà. 


gorsedd go-seó meeting of Welsh bards 
and druids, esp. as preliminary to the 
eisteddfod. xvir. W., ‘throne, tribunal’, 
lit. ‘high seat’. 

gosh gof Deformation of Gop used in oaths. 
Xviit (earlier Tgosse xvi). Cf. LOSH. 


goshawk go-shdk large short-winged hawk. 
OE. góshafoc, f. gós GOOSE-+ hafoc HAWK; cf. 
ON. gdshaukr. 


Goshen gou-fon (allus.) place of plenty or 
of light. xvi. See Gen. xlvi, xlvii, Ex ix 26. 


gosling gozli young goose. XV. orig. 
gesling ~ ON. gaslingr (Sw., Da. gàsling), f. 
gás GOOSE ; assim. (Xv, Lydg.) to Eng. goose; 
see -LING!, 

gospel go-spal the ‘good tidings’ proclaimed 
by Jesus Christ; any of the four books 
written by the Evangelists; portion of any 
of these read at the Eucharist OE.; some- 
thing ‘as true as the gospel’ x111; something 
‘to swear by’ as doctrine to be believed xvii, 
OE. gidspel, 1.e. gid GOOD, spel news, tidings 
(SPELL), rendering of ecclL. bona annuntia- 
tio, bonus nuntius, used as literal renderings 
of ecclL. evangelium, Gr. ebayyéAvov EVANGEL 
(cf. Goth. Piupspillin edayyédecbar, preach 
the gospel, f. biup good, spillón announce; 
see SPELL). The normal shortening of the ó 
and the apparent appropriateness led to the 
identification of the first syll. with Gop, 
which is reflected in all the forms adopted 
in the Germ. langs. of peoples evangelized 
from England, viz. OS. godspell, OHG. got- 
spell, ON. gud-, godspjall; in ME. goddspel 
occurs in the MSS. of La3amon’s ‘Brut’ and 
goddspell in the *'Ormulum'. Hence go's- 
peller (which illustrates various uses of 
-ERD), OE. godspellere, f. gódspel or the corr. 
vb. gódspellian, Tone of the four evangelists 
(OE.-xv11) ; Tgospel-book, evangeliarium xv ; 
one who recites the Gospel at the Eucharist ; 
one who professes the faith of the gospel, 
esp. fanatically (Aot-gospeller) xv1. 

goss gos (sl) hat. xix. Short for gossamer, 
trade name of a light silk hat, c.1830—50. 

gossamer  go'somoi fine film spun by 
spiders esp. in autumn. XIV (gosesomer, gos- 
somer). € The earliest forms suggest deriv. 
from GoosE--SUMMER!, but the allusion is 
obscure, and is not cleared up by the synon. 
Continental forms, eg. G. altwetber-, 
müdchen-, Mechtildesommer (old women's, 
girl's, Matilda's summer), G. sommerfáden, 
Sw. sommartrád (summer threads). 

gossip go'sip Tsponsor at baptism OE.; 
familiar acquaintance xiv; idle talker, 
tattler xv1; (from the vb.) tittle-tattle, easy 
talk xix. Late OE. godsibb, corr. to ON. 
gudsefi godfather, gudsifja godmother (OSw. 


guzsowir m., gupsiff, gudzsdéff fem.), comp..- 


GOVERN 


of GoD and SIB denoting the spiritual affinity 
of the baptized and their sponsors. Hence 
go-ʻssip vb. be or act as gossip XVI (Sh.); 
talk idly xvir. go'ssipnED (hist.) affinity of 
sponsors XIV; by Scott and others used for 
‘gossiping, gossip’. 

gossoon gosi'n (Anglo-Ir.) youth, boy, 
lackey. xvu. Alteration of tgarsoon (xvit), 
earlier Tgarsoun — (O)F. gargon ; see GARQON. 

got, gotten see GET. 

Goth gop name of a Germanic tribe promi- 
nent in Europe A.D. I1!-v, or their language 
(a member of the East Germanic group). 
OE. Gota, usu. in pl. Gotan, was superseded 
in ME. (xtv, Ch.) by the adoption of late and 
medL. Gothi pl. = Gr. Géthot, Gétthoi 
pl.- Goth. *Gutós or *Gutans pl. (cf. Gut 
piuda the Gothic people). So Gothic 
pert. to the Goths; tGermanic, Teutonic; 
Tmedieval, romantic, of the Dark Ages; spec. 
of the style of architecture characterized 
particularly by the pointed arch (Evelyn); 
Tbarbarous, savage (Dryden); black-letter 
(type). xvir. — F. gothique or late L. Gothicus. 
Cf. SUIOGOTHIC. 

gouache gwāf water-colour painting with 
opaque colours. XIX. ~ F.~ It. guazzo. 

gouge gaud3, gid3z chisel with concave 
blade. xv (goodg). = (O)F. gouge = Pr. goja, 
Sp. gubia, Pg. goiva, It. gubbia :- late L. 
gubia, gulbia (Vegetius, Isidore), perh. of 
Celtic origin (cf. Olr. gulba sting, W. gyif 
beak, Corn. gilb borer). Hence gouge vb. 
XVI. 


goulash gilaf stew of steak and vegetables 
XIX ; re-deal in contract bridge xx. - Magyar 
gulydshis, £. gulyds herdsman 4- ifs meat. 

gourd gdeoid, guord fruit of cucurbitaceous 
plants. xiv (R. Mannyng). ~AN. gurde 
(William of Wadington), OF. gourde, repr. 
ult. L. cucurbita (Columella, Pliny). 


gourmand guə'ımənd, llgurmá  Tglutton 
xv; (as F.) judge of good feeding xviii. 
- (O)F. gourmand, of unkn. origin. 


gourmet guo-imei, |igurme connoisseur in 
the delicacies of the table. xIx. ~ F. gourmet 
(earlier pl. grommes) Twine-merchant's assis- 
tant, wine-taster, infl. in sense by GOUR- 
MAND. 


gout gaut disease orig. so named from the 
notion of the dropping of morbid matter 
from the blood into the joints. xn. = OF. 
goute (mod. goutte) drop, gout :— L. gutta 
drop, in medL. applied to various diseases 
marked by ‘defluxion of humours’. Hence 
gou'ty!. xv (Hoccleve). 


govern ga‘vain rule with authority XIII; 
direct, regulate, sway XIV; (of grammatical 
regimen) xvi. ~ OF. governer (mod. gouver- 
ner) = Pr., Pg. governar, Sp. gobernar, It. 
governare t- 1,. gubernáre steer, direct, rule 
—- Gr. kubernán steer. So go: vernANCE. XIV. 
- OF. go'vernzss! xv (Caxton). Shorten- 
ing of Tgoverneress (xiv, Ch.); see -Ess!. 
gO'VernMENT. XVI. -(O)F. go'vernon!. 
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GOWAN 


Xii (Cursor M.). - OF. governeor (mod. 
gouverneur) — L. gubernátor. 


gowan gau‘an (Sc. and north.) chiefiy pl., 
applied to various yellow and white field 
flowers. xvi. prob. alteration of (dial.) gollan 
(xiv) ranunculus, caltha, chrysanthemum, 
which is prob. rel. to gold in MARIGOLD. 


gowk gauk (dial.) cuckoo xiv ; fool, half-wit 
XVII. —- ON. gaukr — OE. géac, OFtis., OS. 
gák, OHG. gouh (in MHG. fool, G. gauch) 
:- CGerm. (exc. Gothic) *zaukaz, of imit. 
origin (cf. OHG. guckén call cuckoo). 


gown gaun loose robe. xiv. - OF. goune, 
gon(n)e — Pr., OSp. gona, It. gonna i= 
late L. gunna fur garment (cf. Byz. Gr. 
gotina fur, fur-lined garment). Hence 
ZOw'NSMAN (earlier  Tgownman) tadult 
Roman xvi (tr. L. togdtus ‘gowned men’; 
see TOGA); civilian )( soldier; lawyer, clergy- 
man; university man XVII. 

grab! ereb grasp suddenly or greedily. xvi. 
prob. -MLG., MDu. grabben, to which 
there is a frequent. formation, Du, LG. 
grabbeln scramble for a thing, whence prob. 
(dial.) gra-bble (xvi) grope, scramble, etc. ; 
f. *grab-, perh. modification of the base. 
of GRIP!, GRIPE, GROPE. 


grab? græb large coasting vessel used in 
the East. xvir. = Arab. ghurdb raven, galley. 


grace greis favour XII; prayer of blessing 
or thanksgiving xı (till xvi usu. pl., repr. 
F. gráces, L. grátiz); pleasing quality xiv. 
~- (O)F. grâce = Pr., Sp. gracia, Pg. graça, 
It. grazia, semi-pop. - L. grátia, f. grátus 
pleasing (see GRATEFUL). So gracious 
greifos. xri (Cursor M.). — OF. gracious 
(mod. gracieux), corr. to Pr. gracios, etc. 
- L. grátiósus. Hence gra-cerur! in casual 
use from xv till late xvr, when the present 
senses begin. gra-ceLess. xiv (PPI., Ch.). 


grackle gra'kl bird of any genus orig. in- 
cluded in Gracula. xvir. - modL. gràácula, 
fem. formed to corr. to L. grdculus jackdaw 
(for the expressive combination of g and r 
cf. GARRULOUS). 

gradation grədei'fən — f(rhet) climax; 
tgradual progress; series of stages xv; 
scale of degrees xvir ; ablaut xix (H. Sweet). 
- L. gradatio(n-), f. gradus step ; see -ATION 
and cf. F. gradation. grade greid tangular 
degree XVI; step, stage, DEGREE XVIII. = L. 
gradus step, or derived F. grade (which is 


GRAIN 


gradino, dim. of grado step, GRADE; cf. F. 
gradin (xvi). gradual gre:djuol, -d;- 
Tgraded, in steps xvi ; proceeding by degrees 
xvn. —- medL. graduális, f. L. gradus step, 
GRADE. (G. Psalms, Ps. cxx—cxxxiv, entitled 
Song of Degrees in A.V., Vulg. canticum 
graduum, tr. Heb. shir hamma'aloth, the 
meaning of which is disputed.) Also sb. 
(eccl.) portion of the Eucharistic office be- 
tween the epistle and the gospel, orig. recited 
on the steps of the ambo. xvi. - medL. 
graduále, n. of gradudlis used sb. ; cf. GRAIL}. 
graduarE gra: djuet, -d;- adj. and sb. 
(one) who has been admitted to a university 
degree. xv. - medL. graduatus, pp. (used 
sb.) of gradudri take a degree, f. gradus. 
gradus grerdos (pl. graduses) short for 
Gradus ad Parnassum (steps to Parnassus), 
L. title of a dictionary of L. prosody used 
as an aid to versification. XVII. Q Words 
formed on the same base (the ultimate 
relations of which are doubtful) are aggres- 
sion, congress, digress, egress, ingress, progress, 
regress, transgress; degree; ingredient. 





Grecism, Grecism gri-sizm Greek idiom 


or style. xvi. — F. grécisme or medL. Graz- 
cismus, f. Gracus GREEK; see -ISM. So 
Gra-cizge, Gre:eizg. xvii. — L. Greeizdre. 
Grz:co-, Gre:co-, mod. comb. form of L. 
Gracus. XVII. 


graffito, pl. -2 grefi-tou drawing or writing 


scratched on a wall. xix. ~= It. graffito, f. 
graffio scratching, perh. new formation on 
graffiare scratch, itself f. graffio in the sense 
‘hook’ ~ Germ. *krdppon (see GRAPE), of 
which a parallel nasalized var. is repr. by 
CRAMP. 


graft! graft shoot inserted in another stock. 


xv (Catholicon Anglicum). Alteration, 
with parasitic t, of tgraff (xiv, Trevisa) - 
OF. grafe, grefe, (also mod.) greffe- L. 
graphium — Gr. graphion, graphefon stylus, 
f. grdphein write (see GRAPHIC); the transf. 
of meaning was suggested by the similarity 
of shape. So graft vb. xv. Alteration of 
Tezraff xiv (PPl., Wycl. Bible), £f. the sb. 


graft? graft (orig. U.S.) means of making 


illicit profit; dishonest gains; (political) 
bribery. xix. Of unkn. origin; perh. exten- 
sion of dial. sense ‘work’ of graft (cf. job). 


grail’ greil (eccl.) gradual. xiv. ME. grael 


=- OF. grael :- ecclL. gradále, for graduále 
GRADUAL. 


partly It. grado). Hence as vb. tin pp. | grail? greil platter used by Jesus Christ at 


admitted to a degree XVI; arrange in grades 
Xvit. -grade greid adj. suffix repr. L. 
-gradus stepping (f. base of gradus step, 
gradi step, walk), as in retrogradus RETRO- 
GRADE, tardigradus TARDIGRADE; hence in 


the Last Supper, in which Joseph of Ari- 
mathea is said to have received his blood at 
the Crucifixion. x1v. ME. greal, graal - OF. 
graal, grael, greel, greil :- medL.. gradalis 
dish, of unkn. origin. Cf. SANGREAL. 


modL. formations, as digitigradus, planti- | grain! grein A. small hard particle xu: 


gradus. gradient grerdiont amount of 
inclination (of a road) to the horizontal, 
c.1830. prob. f. grade with ending suggested 
by salient; not connected with the adj. 
tgradient walking (xvi1). gradine grodi-n 
set of low steps or seats one above another; 
shelf at the back of an altar. xix. - It. 
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granular texture; T berry, grape; seed, spec. 
of corn or cereal xiv; smallest Eng. unit of 
weight xvi (Recorde). B. kermes, which was 
thought to consist of seeds or berries (phr. 
in grain; cf. INGRAINED) ; (fast) dye xiv. In 
A - OF. grain, grein (mod. grain) = Pr. 
gran, Sp., It. grano, Pg. grão GRAM! t= L, 


GRAIN 


GRANDIOSE 





gránum CORN!; in B - (O)F. graine — Pr., 
Sp., It. grana *- Rom. *grdna fem., orig. pl. 
of gránum n. 

grain? grein tfork of the body xın (Cursor 
M.); (dial.) prong of a fork xv (pl. as sg., 
also grainse; fish-spear with prongs XIX); 
(dial.) bough xvi. — ON. grein division, dis- 
tinction, branch (Sw. gren, Da. green), of 
unkn. origin. 


grallatorial grzlot5:riol (ornith.) wading. 
xix. f. modL. grallátórius, f. L. gralldtor 
walker on stilts, f. grallz stilts (*grad(s)ld, f. 
base of gradus step, GRADE) ; see -ATOR, -IAL. 


gralloch gre:lox disembowel. xix. - Gael. 
grealach entrails. 
gram! gram chick-pea. xvin. - Pg. Tgram, 


grão :— L. grànum GRAIN}. 
gram? var. of GRAMME. 


-gram grem repr. Gr. grdmma something 
written, letter of the alphabet, rel. to gráphein 
write (cf. GRAPHIC) in (1) words directly de- 
rived from Gr., as ANAGRAM, DIAGRAM, EPI- 
GRAM, PROGRAM(ME), or modelled on Gr. 
types, as CHRONOGRAM, LOGOGRAM, (ii) 
words compounded. with a numeral with 
grdmma (or grammé line), as MONOGRAM, 
PENTAGRAM. See also TELEGRAM, and, for 
the denominations of weight in the metric 
system, GRAMME. 


gramarye gre-mori Tgrammar, learning 
XIV ; occult learning, magic xv (taken up by 
Scott). — AN. gramarie — OF. gramaire 
GRAMMAR; cf. F. grimoire book of magic, 
earlier tgramoire (dial. var. of gramaire) 
TLatin grammar. See also GLAMOUR. 


gramercy grae:moisi (arch.) thanks. xritr. 
— OF. grant merci, i.e. grant great, merci re- 
ward, favour (the etymol. sense being ‘May 
God reward you greatly’) ; see GRAND, MERCY. 
gramineous grominios grassy. XVII. f. L. 
grāmineus, f. gràmin-, gràmen grass (cf. Gr. 
grdstis green fodder) ; see -EOUS. 
grammalogue gra:molog in Isaac Pitman's 
shorthand, word represented by a single 
simplified sign. xix. irreg. f. Gr. grámma 
letter (see -GRAM)-+/dgos (LOGOS), taken to 
mean ‘word’. 
grammar grae:moi TLatin; study of the 
sounds, forms, and syntax of a language (in 
earliest use, of Latin). xiv(gramer-e). - AN. 
gramere, OF. gramaire (mod. grammaire) 
:- *eramadie - L. grammatica - Gr. gram- 
matiké, sb. use (sc. tékhné art) of fem. of 
grammatikós pertaining to letters (whence, 
through L. and F., gramma-ticaL xvr), f 
grammat-, grámma (see -GRAM). So gram- 
IMarIAN gromto' rion. XIV. — OF. gramarien 
(mod. grammairien), f. gramaire. 
gramme gram xviII. —F. gramme (adopted 
as the unit of weight in the metric system 
by a law of 19 frimaire, year viii, i.e. 1799) 
- Gr. (late L.) grámma small weight. 
gramophone græ'məfoun instrument for 
recording and (esp.) reproducing sounds, 
invented by Emil Berliner of Washington, 


D.C., 1887. Formed by inverting the first 
and last sylls. of PHONOGRAM. Q] Preceded 
by graphophone, 1885, from phonograph. 
grampus grz-mpos name for several delphi- 
noid cetaceans. xvi. Earliest forms graunde- 
pose, grampoys, alteration (by assim. to 
GRAND) of Tgra(s)peys (xiv). - OF. grapois, 
graspeis, also craspois :- medL. craspisct-s, 
f. L. crassus fat, CRASS, piscis FISH. 
granadilla grenadi'lo passion-flower. XVIII 
(earlier in F. form -:/le; also grena-). ~ Sp. 
granadilla, dim. of granada POMEGRANATE. 
granary grenori storehouse for grain. xvi. 
-L. grünárium (usu. pl. -ia), f. granum 
GRAIN ; see -ARY. Cf. GARNER. 
grand grænd great, pre-eminent, main, 
principalxvi ; imposing, sublime xviir (Addi- 
son, Burke). — F. grand big, large, tall, lofty, 
sublime, or its source L. grandis full-grown, 
abundant, grown-up, tall, powerful, lofty, 
sublime, which in Rom. (Pr. gran, Sp., It. 
grande) superseded L. magnus in all its uses, 
(An adoption of AN. graunt, OF. grant, was 
current earlier in Eng. XIII-XVI, e.g. in 
tgrantsire, later grandsire, and in the designa- 
tion the graunt the Great.) The use of F. 
grand to denote the second degree removed 
in ascent of relationship (in imitation of L. 
avunculus magnus great-uncle, amita magna 
great-aunt, Gr. megalométér grandmother) 
was adopted, grandpére, grand’mére being 
repr. by grandfa:ther, gra:ndmo:ther 
XVI, earlier Tgraunt- XV ; it was extended (xv!) 
to the corr. degree of descent in gra:nd- 
child, grandson, gra:nddaugh:ter, 
where F. has petit little. Q Various titles 
and official designations have been taken 
over from Rom. langs. in semi-translated 
form, e.g. grand duke (F. grand duc, render- 
ing It. granduca; cf. G. grossherzog), grand 
master (F. grand maître), grand signior (It. 
gran signore). So also grand tour (F. grand 
tour great circuit, sc. of Europe XVII). 


grandam ere-ndem grandmother. XHI. 
— AN. graund dame; see GRAND, DAME (the 
use of dame for ‘mother’ seems to be AN. 
only). See also GRANNY. 


grandee grendi: Sp. or Pg. nobleman of 
the highest rank. xvi (grande). — Sp., Pg. 
grande, sb. use of grande adj. GRAND; the 
ending was illogically assim. to -EE}. 
grandeur grze:ndjor Tbeight xv; Temi- 
nence; transcendent or sublime greatness, 
lofty dignity. xvit. -(O)F. grandeur, f. 
grand great (GRAND). Attempts have been 
made to anglicize the ending, e.g. -ure, -our 
(XVII-XVIII), -0r (XVIII-XIX). 


grandiloquent grændi'ləkwənt of lofty or 
pompous speech. xvı (Nashe). f. L. grandi- 
loguus (whence grandi-loquous, G. Har- 
vey), f. grandis great, GRAND 4- -loquus speak- 
ing, f. loqui to speak; see LOCUTION, -ENT. 


grandiose gre'ndious producing an effect 

of grandeur. XIX (Thackeray). - F. gran- 
diose — It. grandioso, f. grande GRAND, after 
glorioso, etc. ; see -OSE, 
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GRANDISONIAN 


Grandisonian grendisou:nion resembling 
the ideal of a perfect gentleman as portrayed 
in the hero of "T'he History of Sir Charles 
Grandison' by Samuel Richardson, 1754; 
See -IAN. XIX. 


grange greinds (arch.) granary; farming 
establishment xii (Havelok, Cursor M.); 
outlying farmhouse of an estate xiv (Ch.). 
— (O)F. grange :- medL. grdnica, sb. use 
(sc. villa) of fem. of *eránicus pert. to grain, 
f. grdnum GRAIN. 

grangerize grei-nd3oraiz illustrate (a book) 
by the addition of prints, etc. XIX. f. name 
of Joseph Granger, who in 1769 published 
‘A biographical history of England’ with 
blank leaves for the insertion of portraits, 
etc. ; see -IZE. 


granite græ'nit granular crystalline rock. 
XVII (Evelyn). — It. gramto (used earlier by 
Inigo Jones) lit. grained, granular, pp. 
formation on grano GRAIN. (From It. are 
also F. granit, Sp. granito, G. granit, etc.) 
Hence grani'tic. XVIII. 

granny egre-ni grandmother. xvii (-ee, Dry- 
den). f. grannam (Sh.), var. of GRANDAM +- 
-Y$. 

grant grant agree to, allow, concede x11; 
bestow formally xiv. — OF. granter, graanter, 
greanier, alteration of creanter guarantee, 
assure :- Rom. *eredentáre, f. crédent-, prp. 
stem of L. crédere believe, trust (see CREDIT). 
Hence grant sb. XIII. 

granule grz:njül small grain. xvir. = late L. 
granulum, dim. of grdnum GRAIN; see -ULE 
and cf. F. granule (xix). So gra:xnulan 
xvin; graxnularE?, granula:TION XVII; 
gra:nulosE xix; gra:nulous xvi. Cf. F. 
granuler, granulation (XVII), granuleux (Xvi). 

grape greip berry of the vine XIII; morbid 
growth on the pastern of a horse (so F. 
grappe) xvi; more fully grape-shot (xvur) 
cannon shot consisting of cast-iron balls 
connected together (cf. G. traubenkartät- 
schen) xvii. Earlier in win! grape ‘wine- 
cluster’, cluster of grapes (X111), f. win WINE 
-+ grape ~ OF. grape (mod. grappe bunch of 
grapes); later in Xii used first in coll. pl., 
subsequently in sg. (superseding winberie, 
OE. winberi(g)e *wine-berry). OF. grape 
was prob. a verbal sb. f. graper gather 
(grapes), f. grape, grappe (— Pr., Sp. grapa, 
It. grappa) hook :- Rom. *grap(p)o — Germ. 
“krdppon (OHG. krüpfo) hook, rel. to 
CRAMP. Hence grape-fruit (orig. U.S.) 
shaddock, pomelo. xix. 

graph gref. xix. orig. (chem.) short for 
GRAPHIC formula, in which lines are used to 
indicate the connexions of elements ; hence 
in math. 

-graph graf repr. F. -graphe, L. -graphus 
— Gr. -graphos, which was used (i) in the 
sense ‘written’, as autógraphos AUTOGRAPH, 
kheirógraphos CHIROGRAPH, (li) in the sense 
‘writing’, ‘describing’, as bibliogrdphos writer 
of books (cf. BIBLIOGRAPHER), geógrdphos 
GEOGRAPHER. Several of the Gr. passive 


GRASS 


formations have been anglicized, and ana- 
logous formations have been made on Gr. 
models such as lithograph, photograph, which 
have been imitated in hybrid formations 
such as pictograph (there are even joc. nonce- 
words, e.g. hurrygraph for ‘hurried sketch’). 
Most of the current words in -graph are of 
the technical order and usu. denote a thing 
that records or expresses (as if in writing), 
e.g. heliograph, ideograph, phonograph, seismo- 
graph, telegraph. ‘The Gr. active formations 
are usu. repr. by forms in -grapher! grofaa, 
which furnish agent-nouns for formations 
in -graphv? grofi as astronomer (L. astro- 
nomus) had been based on astronomy (there 
were, in fact, a few early formations in -?er, 
as chronographier, geographier). ‘The first 
words of this tvpe are of early xvi, and by 
the late xvi -grapher had become the regular 
ending for words ult. devolved from actual 
or assumed Gr. words 1n -grdphos (but tele- 
graphist is the common form, not telegrapher). 
Some words in -graphy denote processes or 
styles of writing or graphic representation, 
as brachygraphy, calligraphy, cryptography, 
orthography, photography, stenography, typo- 
graphy; but mostly they are names of 
sciences, as bibliography, geography, hydro- 
graphy, lexicography, topography. Hybrid 
formations like stratigraphy are few. The 
corr. adjs. end in -graphic, -graphicar 
gra'fik(ol, with advs. in -gra:phically. 


graphic græ'fik tdrawn with pencil or pen 
(rare); vividly descriptive XVII; pert. to 
drawing or painting xviil; characterized by 
diagrams XIX. =L. graphicus— — Gr. graphikós, 
f. graphé drawing, writing (cf. CARVE); so F. 
-ique. So gra:phicar xvii, gra: phicalr.v? 
XVI. 

graphite græ'fait black lead, plumbago. 
xvill. — G. graphit (Werner, 1789), f. Gr. 
grápbhein write (the stuff being used for 
pencils); see prec. and -ITE. 


grapho- græ'fou repr. (sometimes through 
F.) Gr. grapho-, comb. form of graphé 
writing. 

grapnel gra:pnol instrument with iron 
claws, small anchor with three or more 
flukes. xiv. — AN. *rrapenel, f. synon. OF. 
grapon (mod. grappin) - Germ. *kráppon ; 
see GRAPE, -EL*, 

grapple grep] grapnel. xvi. — OF. grapil 
— Pr. grapil, f. graba hook (see GRAPE). 
Hence gra:pple vb. xvi. 

grasp gràsp Tclutch (intr.) xIv; seize with 
the hand xvi; fig. xvii. Late ME. graspe, 
also grapse, perh. :- OE. *erápsan :- Germ. 
*eraipisón, parallel to *zraipójan GROPE ; but 
perh. of LG. origin (cf. LG., EFris. grapsen). 

grass gras herbage for fodder OE.; grassy 
earth XIII; pasture XV; non-cereal grami- 
neous plant xvi. OE. gres, gers = OFris. 
gres, gers, OS. (Du), OHG. (G.), ON, 
Goth. gras:- CGerm. *erasam, f. *era- 
*7rü- (see GREEN, GROW). ‘The metath. form 
gers is still repr. by dial. gers, girs. gra:ss- 
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cu:tter native in India employed to cut and 
bring in hay. xvi. — Hind. ghdskat, ghas- 
kata (Skr. ghasa pasture grass), with assim. 
to grass and cutter. grass-green. OE. græs- 
gréne. grasshopper grasho:pez insect re- 
markable for leaping and chirping. xv. Ex- 
tended form of tgrasshop, OE. gershoppa, 
-e, Orm gresshoppe (f. gers GRass + hoppa, 
agent-noun of heppian Hor), perh. after 
OSw. grdshoppare or LG. grashiipper (G. 
grashiüpfer) ; cf. synon. OS. feldhoppo 'field- 
hopper’. grass widow Tunmarried woman 
who has cohabited xvr (More); married 
woman away from her husband xix (first in 
India). The first el. may have alluded orig, 
to a bed of grass or hay (cf. BASTARD for 
similar formations). Continental equiva- 
lents, with one or both meanings, are MLG. 
graswedewe, Du. grasweduwe, Sw. grdsenka, 
Da. grasenke: also G. strohwitwe ‘straw 
widow’. gra:ssv!. xvi (Douglas). 


grate! greit grating, grile xiv; Tcage, 
prison XVI; barred frame for holding fuel 
XVII. — OF. grate (Aimé), Sp. grada hurdle, 
corr. to It. grata grate, gridiron, hurdle (cf. 
medL. grata lattice), pointing to Rom. 
*crata, *eráta, for L. crátis hurdle. 


grate? greit Tscrape, scarify ; rasp small xv; 
rub harshly upon xvi. = OF. grater (mod. 
gratter) = Pr., Sp. gratar, It. grattare :- 
CRom. *grattáre - Germ. *krattón (OHG. 
chrazzón, G. kratzen scratch). So gra-ter 
grating or rasping instrument. XIV. Partly 
- OF. grateor, -our, partly f. the above vb. ; 
see -ER!, -ER?, 


grateful greitfí(o)) pleasing; thankful xvr. 
f. tgrate (xvi) - L. grátus (in the same 
senses), pp. formation corr. to Skr. gürtás 
welcome, agreeable, thankful, orig. ap- 
proved, rel. to words of the Indo-Iran. and 
Baltic groups denoting 'praise' (cf. GRACE, 
GRATIS); the unusual formation with -FUL 
may have been suggested by It. gradevole 
pleasing. 


gratify  gre-tifai treward, recompense; 
give pleasure to XVI. =F. gratifier, or its 
source L. gratificdri do a favour to, make a 
present of, f. grátus ; see GRATEFUL and -FY. 
So gratificA:TION. xvr. — (O)F. or L. 


gratin greté (cookery) garnishing of grated 
or rasped material, xIx. = F. gratin, f. OF. 
grater GRATE?, 


gratis greitis for nothing, freely. xv. = L. 
grátis, reduction of gratiis, abl. pl. of gratia 
favour, GRACE. 


gratitude gre‘titjid  Tfavour, free gift; 
gratefulness. xvi. = F. gratitude or medL. 
gratitüdo, f. grátus; see GRATEFUL, -TUDE. 


gratuity grotjü:íi Tgraciousness, favour; 
gift, present. xvi. — (O)F. gratuité or medL. 
grütuitds gift, f. L. grátus; see GRATEFUL, 
-ITY. So gratuitous. xvit. f. L. grátuitus 
freely given, spontaneous; for the forma- 
tion cf. fortuitous. 


GRAVES 





gratulate græ'tjuleit welcome, greet; CON- 
GRATULATE. XVI. f. L. grátulát-, -ári (for 
*orátitulári), f. grátus ; see GRATEFUL, -ATE?, 
So gratula'rion. XV. = OF. or L. 


gravamen  groveimen  grievance or its 
presentation XVII; part of an accusation that 
bears most heavily xix. — late L. grávámen 
physical inconvenience, in medL. grievance, 
f. L. gravàre weigh upon, oppress, f. gravis 
heavy, GRAVE’. 


grave! greiv place dug out for a burial. OE. 
graf — OFris. gref, OS. graf, OHG. grap 
= WGerm. *graba, parallel to N. and 
EGerm. *zrabó, repr. by ON. grof, Goth. 
graba; f. *grab- GRAVE?. 'T'he present form 
descends from OE. obl. forms. 


grave? greiv (dial) dig OE.; (dial, orig. 
from ON.) bury xii; (arch.) engrave OE. 
OE. grafan, pt. gróf, grofon, pp. -grafen dig, 
engrave, also in begrafan bury (cf. OS. bi- 
graban), OLFrankish gravan (Du. graven) 
dig, OHG. graban dig, carve (G. graben dig ; 
begraben bury, eingraben ENGRAVE), ON. grafa 
dig, bury, Goth. graban dig :- CGerm. 
*zraban, f. *zrab- (cf. prec.), *grób- (see 
GROOVE); IE. cogns. are OSI. grebg I dig, 
grobü ditch, Lett. grebju I scrape. The 
strong pt. died out in XV; pp. graven sur- 
vives asaliterary arch.; wk. forms appeared 
jn XIV in pt. and pp. 


grave? greiv weighty, important; serious 
XVI; plain, sombre xvii; gram. )( acute XVII. 
—- (O)F. grave or L. gravi-s heavy, impor- 
tant, corr. to Skr. gurús, Gr. barús (cf. BARY- 
TONE), Goth. kaurus heavy ; cf. BRUTE. 


grave! greiv tsteward of property XII 
(Orm); in Yorks and Lincs, former admi- 
nistrative official xv. = ON. greifi - OLG. 
gréve (cf. GRAVES). 


grave? greiv clean (a ship's bottom) by 
burning and tarring; esp. in graving dock. 
xv. The forms tgreve, tgreave also occur; 
since boats were careened on the shore for 
the operation, prob. f. dial. F. grave, var. of 
grève shore ~ Celtic *gravo- gravel, pebbles, 
repr. by Breton grouan, GROWAN. 


grave? greiv foreign title (count); now only 
as the second member of comps. landgrave, 
margrave, palsgrave, vhinegrave. XVII. = 
OLG. gréve, whence ON. greifi; see GRAVE’. 


gravel gravi tsand; sand mixed with 
water-worn stones xi (Cursor M.); (path.) 
xv. —(O)F. gravelle, dim. of grave gravel, 
coarse sand = Pr., Cat. grava; see GRAVE’, 
-EL?. Hence gravel-blind, joc. intensive 
in Sh. ‘Merchant of Venice’ I1 ii 38 of SAND- 
BLIND; taken up by Sir W. Scott. 


graven grei'vn see GRAVE”. 


graveolent groviolont smelling strongly. 
XVIIL. — L. graveolent-, -éns, f. grave advb. n. 
of gravis heavy (GRAVE?) J- oléns, prp. of olere 
have a smell, rel. to odor ODOUR; see -ENT. 


graves var. of GREAVES. 
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gravid gre-vid pregnant. xvi. = L. gra- 
vidus laden, pregnant, f. gravis heavy; see 
GRAVE, -ID!, 

gravitate grze'viteit Texert weight or pres- 
sure; be affected by the force of gravity. 
XVII. f. pp. stem of modL. gravitáre, f. 
L. gravitds GRAVITY ; see -ATE?, So gravita-- 
TION. XVII; orig. falling of bodies to the 
earth or their sinking to their lowest level. 


gravity gra':viti Tinfluence, authority ; seri- 
ousness; weighty dignity xvi; physical 
weight, later only spec. xvii. — (O)F. gravité 
or L. gravitds, f. gravis GRAVE? ; see -ITY. 


gravure abbrev. of PHOTOGRAVURE, XIX. 


gravy greivi Tdressing for white meats, 
etc. consisting of broth spiced xiv; fat and 
juices exuding from flesh during and after 
cooking xvi. Late ME. grauey, graue, perh. 
originating in a misreading of grane — OF. 
grané (in printed texts often gravé), prob. f. 
grain spice (cf. OF. grenon stew); see 
GRAIN}, -Y*, 

gray see GREY. Hence gray:Linc! fish of 
silver-grey colour. Xv; whence F. grelin. 

graze! greiz feed on herbage OE.; put to 
pasture xvi. OE. grasian, f. gras GRASS; 
cf. MDu., MEG. grasen. 


graze? greiz touch lightlv so as to abrade. 
xvir (Sh.). The earliest application is to a 
shot or shaft glancing off a surface; perh. 
a spec. use of prec., as if ‘take off the grass 
close to the ground’; cf. G. grasen browse, 
pasture, scythe, glance off, Sw. grdsa (of a 
shot) graze, Da. grasse pasture, (of a bullet) 
ricochet. @ Distance of date makes it im- 
probable that it is an alteration of MIE. glace 
(xiv-xv) glide, glance off. 


grazier greizio1i one who grazes cattle for 
market. xvi (the earliest recorded use is as 
tr. medL. viridarius VERDERER). f. GRASS-- 
-IER; cf. glazier. Formerly assoc. with F, 
graissier fattener. 


grease gris melted fat XIII; fat of a beast of 
the chase xiv. — AN. grece, gresse, (O)F. 
graisse = Pr. graisa, Sp. grasa, It. grascia 
:— Rom. *crassia, f. L. crassus (F., Pr. gras, 
etc., fat); see CRAsS. Hence grease griz, 
gris. XV. grea-sER! applied to native Mexi- 
cans or Spanish Americans (XIX) from their 
greasy appearance. grea’sy! grrizi, gri'si. 
XVI. 

great greit (dial) thick, coarse, bulky; 
large, of considerable size OE. ; pregnant xit 
(Orm); important, eminent xiii (RGlouc.). 
OE. gréat = OFris. grat, OS. grót (Du. 
groot), OHG. gróg (G. gross) :- WGerm. 
*erautaz, of unkn. origin, but perh. rel. to 
GROATS and GROUT!. The sense ‘large’ ap- 
pears in the OE. period, as also in OHG. 
and (as the only use) in OS. Thus, great be- 
came an alternative to michel (cf. MICKLE), of 
which it was later an intensive or affective syn. 
The forms corr. to OE. midel have been like- 
wise superseded in Germanand Dutch; with 
the colloq. substitution of big and /arge for 


great cf. the gen. supersession of L. magnus 
in Rom. by grandis full-grown, big (see 
GRAND). The normal ME. compar. gretter 
(:- OE. *griettra) was repl. by greater, and 
the analogical grettest (x11I-xv) by greatest. 
As in break, ei repr. ME. @ instead of i, 
which was, however, a prevalent pronunc. 
in XVIII ; for a similar infl. of r cf. broad. 'T'he 
use of the adj. to designate persons one de- 
gree further removed in ascending or de- 
scending relationship is after the use of F. 
grand, which reflects that in L. avunculus 
magnus great-uncle, amita magna great-aunt. 
Hence grea-trLv? xit, grea:tuESS late OE. 
gretnys. 


greave griv (usu. pl.) armour for the leg 


below the knee. xiv. — OF. greve calf of the 
leg, shin, armour (mod. F. dial. gréve, graive 
upper part of the leg) = Sp. greba, of unkn. 
origin. 


greaves, graves grivz, greivz fibrous refuse 


of tallow. xvir. orig. a whaler’s term — LG. 
greven pl. (whence also Da. grever), corr. to 
OHG. griubo, griobo (G. griebe refuse of lard 
or tallow), of unkn. origin (OE. ele|gréofa 
may mean ‘oil-pot’ or ‘oil-refuse’). 


grebe grib diving bird of genus Podiceps. 


xviiI (Pennant). — F. grébe, tgriaibe (Belon), 
of dial. origin, other vars. being grépe, 
gréboz, graibioz. 


grece gris (arch.) steps, stairs xt11 (Cursor 


M.); step, stair xv (in Sh. grise, grize). 
= OF. gres, grez, greis, pl. of gré (whence 
ME. gre(e) step, degree, surviving in modSc. 
in the sense ‘pre-eminence, mastery’) :- L. 
gradu-s step (cf. DEGREE, GRADE). 


Grecian grr[on pert. to Greece or the 
Greeks; sb. tGreek; Greek scholar. xvi. 
=- OF. grecien or medL. *grecidnus, f. L. 
Gracia Greece; see -IAN. (Grehkin, grecan 
had been occas. used earlier.) 


greedy gri:di having an inordinate appetite. 


OE. grédig, grédig = OS. grddag, OHG. 
gratac, ON. grddugr, Goth. grédags = 
CGerm. *gr@dagaz, -ugaz, f. *gréduz 
hunger, greed (in OE. grédum d.pl. eagerly, 
ON. grddr, Goth. grédus), of unkn. origin. 
Hence greed sb., by back-formation. xvi. 


greegree grigri African charm or fetish. 
XVII. Of native origin. Cf. F. grisgris. 


Greek grik native of Greece OE.; language 
of Greece xiv (Ch.) ; cheat, sharper xvi (so 
F. grec); adj. xiv (Ch.); of the Orthodox 
Eastern Church xvi. OE. Grécas (pl.; and 
so for the most part till xvi), corr. to MLG. 
Gréke, MDu. Grieke, G. Grieche, ON. 
Grikkir (pl.), of which the earlier forms are 
OE. Crécas, OHG. Chréch, Goth. Kréks :- 
Germ. *Krékaz~ 1. Grecus (applied by 
the Romans to the people who called them- 
selves Hellénes ; see HELLENE) = Gr. Graikós 
(acc. to Aristotle a prehistoric name of the 
Hellenes), adj. deriv. of *Graios, which was 
used by the Romans in pl. Graii as a poet. 
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syn. of Graci. So Gree:kisu!. OE. Crécisé 
(= OHG. Chréchisk) ; not quite superseded 
by Greek till xvi. Other syns. were +Grew 
(latterly Sc.), ME. gru (xur) - OF. griu :- L. 
Graecum; TGregeis, -ois xiu-xvi. — OF 
gregois :- medL. graciscu-s. Hence Gree-k- 
LING} contemptible Greek xvrr (Jonson); 
after L. Græculus (Juvenal), dim. of Græcus. 


green grin of the colour of growing herbage, 
verdant OE.; fresh, young, unripe, imma- 
ture xvii. OE. gréne = OF ris. gréne, OS. 
gront (Du. groen), OHG. gruoni (G. grün), 
ON. groenn:— CGerm. (exc. Goth.) *zrénjaz, 
f. *zrü-, base of GRow; cf. Grass. Hence 
gree'nERY. XVIII (Coleridge). gree-nga:ge. 
XVIII ; f. name of Sir William Gage, in com- 
pliment to whom the plum was so named. 
gree'nHonN perh. orig. ox with green (i.e. 
young) horns xv; inexperienced person XVII. 
greening {variety of pear; apple which is 
green when ripe. xvii. prob. - MDu. groe- 
ninc (Du. groening) kind of apple. gree:n- 
NESS. OE. green sickness. xvr; cf, Du. 
bleekzucht, Gr. bleichsucht anaemia. 


greet! prit address, salute, esp. with expres- 
sions of goodwill OE. ; receive with welcome 
xvi (Sh). OE. grétan, *egr&tan handle, 
touch, visit, attack, treat, salute = OFris. 
gréta salute, complain, OS. grótzan call upon 
(Du. groeten salute), OHG. gruozzen address, 
attack (G. grüssen salute) :- WGerm. *zvótjan 
cry out, call upon, (hence) provoke to action, 
assail, address; prob. based on IE. *ghréd- 
*ghréd- resound, repr. by Skr. hrdd-. Q Some 
take this vb. and the next to have a common 
basis; cf. the double meaning of OF ris. 
gréta, and ON. greta cause to weep, distress. 

greet? prit (Sc.) weep. (i) OE. (Anglian) 
grétan, *gratan (prob. str., but once wk. pt. 
begrette) = OS. grdtan (pt. griat, griot), 
MHG. grazen (wk.) cry out, rage, storm, 
ON. grata (pt. grét, pp. grdtinn), Goth. 
grétan (pt. gaigrot) ~~ CGerm. *zratan, orig. 
redupl. str. vb. rel. to prec. (ii) OE. gréotan 
(= OS. griotan), perh. f. Germ. *za- v-4- 
vb. repr. by synon. OE. réotan. 


greffier gre:fior, |lgrefje registrar, clerk, 
notary. xvi. — F. greffier -medL. graphid- 
rius, f. graphium register, (earlier) stylus 
- Gr. grapheion, grdphion pencil, paint- 
brush, registry, f. gráphein (sde GRAPHIC). 

gregarious grigesrias associating in com- 
munities. f. L. gregdrius, f. greg-, grex flock, 
herd (cf. OIr. graig herd of horses, Gr. ageí- 
rein assemble, agorá (place of) assembly ; see 
-ARIOUS. 

Gregorian grigoorrion pert. to Pope Gre- 
gory I (590-604) and the liturgical music 
ascribed to him ; pert. to the calendar as re- 
formed by Pope Gregory XIII (1572-85). 
xvii. - medL. grégoriánus (whence F. gré- 
gorien), f. late L. Grégorius - Gr. Grégórios; 
See -IAN. 

gremial gri:miol pert. to the bosom or lap 
XVII; (hist.) ‘internal’, resident (member) 
XV1; $b. (eccl.) apron for a bishop's lap xix. 


— medL. gremialis, gremiále, f. L.. gremium 
lap, bosom, perh. rel. to CRAM; see -IAL. 


grenade grinerd pomegranate; small ex- 
plosive shell. xvi. — F. grenade (xv1), altera- 
tion of OF. (pume) grenate POMEGRANATE 
after Sp. granada; so called from its shape. 
So grenadier grenediou [soldier armed 
with grenades, (now) soldier of a regiment 
of guards. xvir. — F. grenadier ; see -1ER?. 


grenadine gre:nodin dressfabric. xix. - F. 
grenadine, formerly grenade silk of a grained 
texture, f. grenu grained, f. grain GRAIN + -u 
(:-— L. -ditus); see -1NE*. 

grey, gray grei colour intermediate between 
black and white. OE. grég = OFris. gré, 
MDu. grau, gra (Du. grauw), OHG. grdo 
(G. grau), ON. grdr :- CGerm. (exc. Gothic) 
*or@waz - TE. *ghréghwos (the suffix -wo- 
is frequent in colour-adjs., e.g. yellow) ; perh. 
ult. rel. to L. rdvus (:— *ghrdwos) grey. Grey 
Friar. Franciscan friar. xiv. In sb. use grey 
(xv-xvnu) succeeded to BROCK (OE.) and 
BAUSON (XIV) and was finally superseded by 
BADGER; perh. a transf. application of the 
sense ‘grey fur’. @ Both spellings have 
analogies in two words in gen. use derived 
from OE. forms in -æg and pronounced with 
ei, viz. clay and whey ; the practice of print- 
ing houses is various and individuals tend 
to use the vars. with a difference of implica- 
tion; the -ey form is established in Scots 
Greys and a pair of greys. 


grid grid grating. xix. Back-formation 
from GRIDIRON. 


griddle gri:dl Tgridiron xi11; circular plate 
for baking cakes on xiv. — OF. gredil, gridil 
gridiron (mod. gril):- Rom. *eráticulum, 
dim. of crátis (cf. CRATE). See GRILL. 


gride graid (poet.) pierce. XIV. metath. 
form of girde, GIRD?, adopted by Spenser 
from Lydgate and thence used by later 
writers. The mod. application to a grating 
or whizzing sound may have been suggested 
by grate and strident. 


gridiron gri'daiəın frame of parallel metal 
bars used for broiling. xur. The earliest 
ex., gredire, occurs in the same text (South 
English Legendary) with gredile GRIDDLE, 
and appears to be an alteration of this by 
assoc. with ive IRON; e of the first syll. was 
raised to i in XIV, but the forms gre(e)diron 
persisted till xvir. 


grief grif Thardship, suffering ; Tdispleasure, 
grievance XII; thurt, mischief, injury; 
mental distress xiv. ME. gref - AN. gref, 
OF. grief (mod. grief grievance, injury, com- 
plaint), f. grever — Pr. gravar cause injury 
or grief, harass :~ Rom. *grevdre, alteration 
of L. graváre, f. gravis GRAVE), So grieve! 
griv Tharass, trouble, hurt; affect with deep 
sorrow; provoke to anger XIII; feel or show 
grief xiv. — OF. grever. grie-VANCE Tin- 
jury, distress x111 (Cursor M.); Thurt, dis- 
ease XIV; ground of complaint xv (Caxton). 
= OF. grevance, f. grever. 
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grieve? griv (hist.) governor of a province, 
etc., sheriff OE.; (Sc.) farm bailiff xv. OE. 
(Nhb.) gr@fa = WS. geréfa REEVE. 


griffe grif claw, (archit., etc.) claw orna- 
ment. XIX. — F. griffe (anglicized as griff by 
Shelley), f. griffer seize as with a claw, f. OF. 
grif claw (of Germ. origin; see GRIP’). 

griffin', griffon', gryphon grrfin, -ən 
fabulous animal combining eagle and lion; 
vulture. xiv. — OF. grifoun (mod. griffon) = 
Pr. griu, It. grifone :- Rom. *erypho(nem), 
augm. of late L. gryphus, f. gryph-, gryps 
— Gr. grips. 

griffin® gri-fin European newly arrived in 
India, novice. XVIII. perh. fig. use of prec., 
but there is no evidence. Also abbrev. griff 
(XIX). 

griffon? gri-fan breed of dog. xIx. =F. 
griffon (applied to an Eng. dog 1829) 
GRIFFIN}. 


grig grig {dwarf xiv; short-legged hen xvi; 
young eel xvii. Of unkn. origin. The phr. 
merry grig extravagantly lively person, 
synon. and contemp. with merry Greek (xv1), 
was perh. orig. an alteration of the latter (cf. 
the var. gay Greek, and a grig out of Grece 
in the earliest ex. of this word, ‘Wars of 
Alexander’, 1753, Dublin MS.). 

grill gril gridiron. xvir. —-(O)F. gril, 
earlier grail, greil, m. form based on fem. 
grille (see next). So grill vb. broil on a 
gridiron. xvir. — F. griller, f. gril. Hence a 
new sb, grill broiled meat, etc. XVIII. 


grille gril grating, lattice-screen. XVII. 
- (O)F. grille, earlier graille :- Rom. *grdati- 
cula, for L. cráticula, dim. of crátis (see 
CRATE, GRATE). 

grilse grils (Sc. and north.) young salmon 
for the year following its first return from 
the sea. xv. Of obscure origin ; the Sc. vars. 
Teirsil (xv), Tgrissil (xvi) may be closer to 
the orig. form (cf. OF. grisel grey, GRIZZLE). 
Q Anglo-Ir. synon. graulse, grawls (XVIII) 
prob. repr. a Scand. form corr. to Sw. grålax 
‘grey salmon’. 

grim grim fierce, cruel OE. ; stern or harsh 
of aspect or demeanour XIV; (of laughter, 
etc.) unrelenting xvir. OE. grim = OFris., 
OS. (Du), OHG. grim (G. grimm), ON. 
grimmr :- CGerm. (exc. Gothic) *zrimmaz, 
f. *zrem- *zram- (whence adjs. OE., OS., 
OHG. gram, ON. gramr angry, and vbs. OE. 
gremian, OHG. gremman, ON. gremja, Goth. 
gramjan anger):~IE. *ghrem- *ghrom- 
(whence Gr. khremizein neigh, OSI. gromii, 
OPruss. grumins thunder). Cf. GRUMBLE. 

grimace grimers distortion of the counte- 
nance. XVII. — F. grimace, earlier Tgrimache 
— Sp. griemazo caricature, f. grima fright 
(- Germ. stem of GRIM) with pejorative 
suffix -azo :— L. -dceum (cf. -acEous). Hence, 
or ~ F. grimacer, grimace vb. XVIIL 

grimalkin grimæ'lkin, -mō'lkin cat. XVII 
(Gray-Malkin as the name of a fiend, Sh.). 
f. GREY -+ MALKIN. 





[414] 


GRISAILLE 








grime graim soil with soot, etc. xv. 


- MLG., MDu. *grimen (cf. Flem. grijmen, 
beside LG. gremen). Hence grime sb. xvi 
(Sh.); gri: my!. xvi. 


grimthorpe grrímporp restore (an ancient 


building) with lavish expenditure rather 
than skill and taste. xIX. f. name of Sir 
Edmund Beckett, first Baron Grimthorpe, 
whose restoration of St. Albans Cathedral 
aroused fierce criticism. 


grin grin draw back the lips and show the 


teeth, in pain or tanger OE., in a smile xv. 
OE. grennian, rel. to OHG. grennan mutter 
(MHG. grennen wail, grin) and OHG. 
granón grunt (MHG. grannen), ON. grenja 
howl, OSw. grdnia roar, gnash the teeth; f. 
Germ. *vran-. ‘There is a remarkable simi- 
larity in form and sense with a number of 
Germ. words repr. the gradation-series 
*vain-, *zrin-, to which GROAN belongs. 
Hence grin sb. xvir. 


grind graind reduce to small particles; 


make a scraping or grating noise OE. (spec. 
gnash ; also trans. XIV); sharpen the edge of 
xIII; work laboriously (at) xviii (so gerund- 
grinding). OE. grindan, pt. grond, grundon, 
pp. gegrunden, of which there are no Germ. 
cogns. An IE. base *ghrendh- is repr. by 
L. frendere rub away, gnash, Lith. grendu 
I rub; phr. grind the face of (Isa. tii 15) is a 
Hebraism. Hence grind sb. hard task xix. 

gri:ndEgn! tr. L. solaris MOLAR. xiv (Tre- 
visa); cf. OE. grindetép. grindstone. x11. 


gringo gritngou (among Spanish Ameri- 


cans) Anglo-American. XIX. transf. use of 
Sp. gringo gibberish, which some take to be 
an alteration of griego GREEK. 


grip! grip sb. (i) OE. gripe grasp, clutch, 


corr. to OHG. grif- in comb., MHG. grif 
(mod. griff) grasp, handle, claw, ON. grip 
grasp, clutch, gripr possession, property; 
(iD) OE. gripa handful, sheaf; both f. wk. 
base of gripan GRIPE. In xv-xviI mainly Sc., 
prob. through Scand. infl. ; mod. techn. uses 
are mainly f. the vb. ; grip traveller's hand- 
bag is short for gripsack (both orig. U.S.). 
So grip vb. grasp firmly. OE. (late Nhb.) 
grippa, corr. to MHG. gripfen. 


grip? grip (local) trench, drain. OE. grypa 


(or -e) sewer, rel. to gréop burrow and MLG. 
griippe, MDu. grippe, greppe; f. Germ. 
*2rup- *zreup- hollow out. 


gripe graip Tgrasp OE.; seize firmly xii 


(Orm); tafflict xvi; pinch with pain xvi. 
OE. gripan, pt. grap, gripon, pp. gripen) = 
OF ris. gripa, OS. gripan (Du. grijpen), OHG. 
grifan (G. greifen), ON. grípa, Goth. greipan ; 
CGerm. str. vb. (cf. GROPE), with cogn. in 
Lith. griebià. Weak inflexions were estab- 
lished in xv. Hence gripe sb. xiv; in pl. 
griping pains, colic XVII. 


grippe grip infiuenza. XVIII. — F. grippe, 


f. gripper seize ^ Germ. *gripjan GRIP!. 


grisaille grizeil, ||gr/izaj painting in grey 


monochrome. XIX. F., f. gris grey (see 
GRIZZLE!)+ -aille (t= L. -dlia). 


GRISETTE 





grisette grizet French working-class 
woman. XVIII. F., orig. inferior grey dress 
fabric, formerly the garb of women of the 
poorer classes, f. gris grey (see prec.)-+ -ETTE. 


griskin gri‘skin lean part of pig’s loin. XVII. 
Obscurely f. (dial.) gris pig, Toccas. pork 
(~ ON. griss). 


grisly gri-zli causing horror (later in weaker 
sense). Late OE. grisli¢, f. wk. base of 
*erisan (in dgrisan terrify) = MLG., MDu. 
grisen; perh. partly aphetic of OE. angrislié 
(cf. angrisenlice terribly); parallel forms are 
MDu. grise- grezelijgc, MHG. grisenlich, and 
Du. grizelik. 


grist grist grinding OE.; corn to be 
ground xv. OE. grist :- Germ. *zrinst-, f. 
*erindan GRIND. 


gristle gri-sl cartilage. OE. gristle = OFris., 
MLG. gristel, gerstel, MHG. gruschel, rel. 
to OE. grost gristle; similar synon. forms 
are OHG. chrustila (MHG. krostel, krustel) ; 
ult. origin unkn. 


grit grit sand, gravel, (now) minute stony 
particles OE. ; coarse sandstone XIII ; texture 
of stone xv1; (orig. U.S.) pluck, stamina xrx. 
OE. gréot = OS. griot, OHG. griogz (G. 
griess), ON. grjót :- Germ. *zreutam (cf. 
GROATS, GROUT?). 


grith grip (hist.) security, peace. Late OE. 
grip~ ON. grid domicile, home, pl. truce, 
peace, pardon, quarter. 


grizzle! grizl grey. xv (earlier as sb. grey- 
haired old man xiv, Ch., Gower). =- OF. 
grisel, f. gris grey (— Pr. gris, It. grigio; cf. 
medL. griseus) — Germ. *zrisiaz (OS., MLG. 
gris, whence MHG. gris, G. greis hoary), of 
unkn. origin. Hence gri-zzlEp! xv, gri:zzly! 
XVI. Grizzly bear (xvii), Ursus horribilis. 


grizzle? grizl (dial) grin xvitr; cry in a 
fretful or whining fashion XIX. perh. ori- 
ginating in an iron. allusion to ‘patient 
Grizel’ (Griselda), proverbial type of a meek 
patient wife. 


groan groun utter a loud deep sound of 
grief or pain. OE. gràánian :—- *zrainójan, f. 
Germ. *zrain- *zrin-, whence also OHG. 
grinan grin with laughing or weeping (G. 
greinen), MHG. grinnen gnash the teeth; cf. 
MDu. grinsen (Du. grijnsen) grin. Cf. GRIN. 


groat grout small coin. xiv. - MDu. groot, 
MLG. grote, sb. uses of the adj. (= GREAT) 
in the sense ‘thick’ (cf. MHG. grõge pfennige 
‘thick pennies’, and GROSCHEN). 


groats grouts hulled grain. Late OE. grotan 
pl., rel. to grot fragment, particle (*zrut-), 
gréot GRIT (*zreut-), grytt bran, chaff, coarse 
oatmeal, dial. grit (*zrutj-), and griit GROUT}. 


grobian grou:bien (arch.) clownish fellow. 

xvi (Dekker). = G. grobian or its source 
medL. Grobidnus type of boorishness in 
Germany (xv-xvr), f. G. grob coarse, rude, 
GRUFF; the termination was modelled on 
names such as Cyprianus. 





GROSCHEN 


grocer grou'sor Tdealer in gross; trader in 
spices, sugar, dried fruits, etc. xv. — AN 
grosser, OF. grossier :- medL. grossáriu-s, f. 
grossus GROSS?. The Grocers’ Company con- 
sisted of wholesale dealers in foreign pro- 
duce, whence the second sense. Hence 
gro:cERY. XV. The sp. with c (xv) followed 
that of tspicer (— OF. espicier, mod. épicier 
grocer); the extension greengrocer 1723. 


Erog grog spirits (orig. rum) and water as 
served out to the Royal Navy. xvi. Said to 
be from ‘Old Grog’ ’, reputed nickname of 
the Admiral Vernon who gave the order in 
1740 for the mixture to be used instead of 
neat spirit, derived from his wearing a 
grogram cloak. Hence gro-ggy? intoxicated 
XVIII; (of a horse) diseased or weak in the 
forelegs; shaky, tottering XIX. 


grogram gro'grom coarse mixed fabric. 
XVI (grow graine, grograyn, grogerane). — F. 
gros grain ‘coarse grain’ (see GROSS?, GRAIN) ; 
for the change of final n to m cf. buckram, 
lockram. 


groin groin depression between abdomen 
and thigh xv; (archit.) intersection of two 
vaults xvii. ME. grynde, early modE. gryne, 
in late xVI groin; perh. transf. use of OE. 
grynde ? orig. depression (recorded only in 
the sense 'abyss') :- *zrundja-, f. *zrundu- 
GROUND; cf. the dim. (dial.) grindle (xv) 
narrow ditch or drain. The change of (i) to 
(oi) in the pronunce. is paralleled in BOIL}, 
HOIST, JOIST. 


grommet var. of GRUMMET. 


gromwell gro:mwol plant of the genus 
Lithospermum. xir. ME. gromil - OF. 
gromil, grumil (mod. grémil) prob. t~ medL. 
*eruinum milium ‘crane’s millet’, i.e. n. of late 
L. gruinus, f. griis CRANE, and milium MILLET. 

groom grim, grum A. Tboy xri (AncrR., 
Havelok); Tman xiv; B. Tman-servant xir 
(RGlouc.; surviving in the spec. sense of horse 
attendant XVII); officer of the royal house- 
hold xv; C. BRIDEGROOM XVII (Sh.). ME. 
grom (with tense 6), of unkn. origin; no rela- 
tion can be established with OF. grommes 
(prob. pl. of grommet servant, valet), (M)Du. 
grom fry of fish, offspring, (joc.) children, 
Icel. grómr (X1V in the expansion of ‘Snorra 
Edda"). AN. gromet, AL. grometus are used 
in sense B. 

groove grüv (dial) mining shaft, mine xv; 
channel, hollow xvir. = Du. tgroeve furrow, 
ditch (mod. groef) = OHG. gruoba (G. 
grube pit, ditch), ON. grdf, Goth. groba; 
f. Germ. *zrób-, rel. to *zrab- GRAVE! and *. 

grope group feelsearchingly. OE. grápian 
== OHG. greiphón :- WGerm. *rzraipójan, 
f. *zraip- *zrip- (see GRIP!, GRIPE). 

grosbeak | grou'sbik hawfinch, etc. xvir. 
- F. grosbec, f. gros large, GRosS?+ bec BRAK. 


groschen grou’fan small German coin. 
xvii. G., (Bohemian) alteration of late 
MHG. grosse, gros, in med L. denarius grossus 
‘thick penny’; see GROSS? and cf. GROAT, 
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GROSS 


gross! grous twelve dozen. xv. — F. grosse, 
sb. use (sc. douzaine dozen) of fem. of gros 


GROVEL 


for pit of a theatre (Jonson, 1614) is app. 
derived from this. 


great; see next and cf. Sp. gruesa, Pg., It. groundsel grau-n4sal plant of the genus 


grossa. 


gross? grous Late ME. groos (xiv, Wyclif) 
became common first in xv (Lydg., etc.) in 
senses ‘large, bulky’ (now obs. or dial), 
t‘palpable, obvious’, t‘dense, thick’, ‘coarse’, 
‘concerned with large masses’, — (O)F. gros, 
fem. grosse == Pr. gros, Sp. grueso, Pg., It. 
grosso, Rum. gros :- late L. grossu-s (freq. in 
Vulgate), of similar formation to bassus BASE, 
crassus CRASS. Cf. ENGROSS, GROCER. 


grot grot (poet.) grotto. xvi. = F. grotte 


Senecio. OE. grundeswylige, earlier gundæ- 
swelg(ijæ, which, unless an erron. form for 
grund- in the three closely related glossaries 
in which it occurs, is presumably f. gund pus 
(cf. REDGUM}+ *swulg- *swelg- SWALLOW?, 
the etymol. meaning being ‘pus-absorber’, 
with ref. to its use in poultices to reduce 
abscesses; on this view, the later OE. form 
in grund- is due to assoc. with GROUND, as if 
taken to mean ‘ground-swallower’, with ref. 
to the rapid growth of the weed. 


~ It. grotta (whence also Sp., Pg. gruta) = | group grup assemblage of figures or objects 


OF. crote, croute, Pr. crota :~ Rom. *crupta, 
*“orupta (L. crypta)-Gr. kriupté vault, 
CRYPT. So grotto gro:tou (rocky) cavern, 
imitation of this. xvir (earlier grotta). 


grotesque groute:sk sb. decorative painting 
or sculpture with fantastic interweaving of 
forms XVI; adj. pert. to work of such a cha- 
racter, fantastically extravagant xvit; ludi- 
crously incongruous xvIII. Earliest forms 
crotescque, -esco, -esko, grot(t)esco, -ko, from 
c. 1635 grot(t)esque, -esk. — F. crotesque - 
(with assim. to OF. crote GROT) It. grot- 


in an artistic design XVII (Dryden); assem- 
blage of persons or things (gen.) forming a 
unity XVIII. — F. groupe — It. gruppo (the use 
of which in Eng. contexts was somewhat 
earlier) — Germ. *kruppaz round mass (see 
CROP)); from It. are also Sp. grupo, G. 
gruppe. Hence or- F. group vb. XVII. 


grouper grü'por (also gruper, garrupa) any 


of various fishes of the families Epinephelide 
and Scorpenide. xvII (groper, grooper). 
— Pg. garupa, prob. native S. Amer. name. 
For the perversion of form cf. BREAKER?. 


tesca, ellipt. use (for opera or pittura grottesca | grouse! graus gallinaceous bird with 


grotto-like work or painting) of fem. of 
grottesco, f. grotta; finally assim. to F. gro- 
tesque; see GROTTO, -ESQUE. Q The special 
sense is said to be due to the Rom. applica- 
tion of grotta to chambers of old buildings 
revealed by excavation and containing mural 
paintings of a certain type. 


grouch grautf (U.S.) grumble, complain. 


feathered feet (Tetrao, Lagopus). xvr (a 
brase of grewyses). The pronunce. points to 
an orig. U, which is preserved (perh. locally) 
in such early forms as grewes, groose; poss. 
orig. pl. of *grue, to be referred to (1) medL. 
grūta, given as the name of a ‘gallus cam- 
pestri? by Giraldus Cambrensis, or (ii) 
W. grugiar, f. grug heath+ tar hen. 


xx. var. of grutch (xi) - OF. gruchier, | grouse? graus grumble. XIX. orig. a sol- 


grouch(i)er, of unkn. origin; cf. GRUDGE. 


ground graund A. bottom, now only of the 
sea (cf. AGROUND) OE.; pl. dregs, lees xiv; 
B. base, foundation, now mainly techn. or 
fig. (reason, motive XIII} OE.; C. surface of 


dier’s word; its resemblance in form to 
Norman dial. groucer, OF. groucier, var. of 
grouchier (see GRUDGE) is remarkable, but 
uu. connexion with it seems 1mpos- 
sible. 


the earth OE.; specific portion of this xiv | rout! graut (now obs. or dial.) coarse meal; 


(pl. enclosed land attached to a building xv). 
OE grund = OFris., OS. grund (Du. grond), 
OHG. grunt (G. grund), Goth. *grundus (cf. 
grundu|waddjus ground-wall, foundation, 
af|grundiba abyss):- Germ. *zrunduz, rel. 
to ON. grund grassy plain, grunnr bottom, 
grunnr shallow, grunn shoal; no certain 
cogns. are known, but Lith. grimstz sink, 
gramzdüs deep-drawing (IE. *ehrmt-) have 


infusion of malt OE.; coarse porridge XVI; 
sediment xvir. OE. grüt, corr. to MDu. 
grüte, gruut coarse meal, peeled grain, malt, 
yeast (Du. grut dregs), MHG. griiz (G. 
grauss) grain, small beer; f. *zrüt-, var. of 
*eraut- *zreut- *zrut- (see GRIT, GROATS). 
"I he later meanings are prob. due to Scand. 
(cf. ON. grautr porridge) and Du. Cf. 
GRUEL. 


been compared. Hence ground vb. flay | grout? graut thin mortar. xvir. perh. a use 


the foundation of x111; give a basis to XIV 


of prec. ; but cf. F. dial. grouter grout a wall. 


(Ch., Wycl., ‘Trevisa); put on the ground | grove grouv small wood. OE. graf (:— *zrai- 


or ashore, strand xv (Lydg.). 
groundling grau:ndlin small fish such as 


baz, -am), rel. to gr&fa brushwood, thicket 
(- xvii, Drayton, Holland) :- *zraibjon. 


gudgeon and loach xvu; cf. MDu. grunde- | grovel gro:vl lie prone or prostrate. XVI 


linck (Du. grondeling), MHG. grundelinc 
(G. gründling) gudgeon ; see GROUND, -LiNG!. 
@ The origin of the application to the fre- 
quenters of the pit of a theatre (Sh. ‘Hamlet’ 
III ii 12) is obscure ; a comparison to fishes 
living at the bottom of the water may have 
been obvious at the time; the use of ground 
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(Sh.). Back-formation (cf. suckle) from 
grovelling gro:volig adj. prone (xvi), 
attrib. use of the tadv. face downward, in 
a prone position (xiv), earlier Tgrovellings 
(x111), f. gruf on the face, on the belly (for 
phr. on grufe, ogrufe) - ON. d grüfu (cf. 
grufla go on all fours) 4- -LiNG(s)?. 


GROW 


grow grou, pt. grew grü, pp. grown groun 
(orig.) show the development characteristic 
of living things. OE. grówan (pt. gréow, pp. 
growen) — OFris. grówa, gróia, MDu. groe- 
yen (Du. groeien), OHG. gruoan, ON. grda; 
CGerm. (exc. Gothic) str. vb. f. *zgrd- (see 
GRASS, GREEN). Hence growTH? group action 
or stage of growing, that which has grown. 
XVI; there appears to be no historical contact 
with ON. gróói, gróór. 


growan grou'on soft granite in Cornwall. 
XVIII. Corn. grow, W. gro; see GRAVE®. 


growl graul make a guttural sound. xvIII. 
Cf. late ME. grolle, groule, and gurle rumble 
(said of the belly and thunder), AN. growler 
make the characteristic cry of the crane, OF. 
grouller grumble, scold; but the modern 
word is prob. an imit. formation indepen- 
dent of any of these. 


groyne groin timberwork or masonry run 
out into the sea. XVI. transf. use of (dial.) 
groin (XIV) snout — (O)F. groin (also Tcape, 
promontory) = Pr. groing, It. grugno :- Rom. 
*srunmum, f. L. grunnire grunt. 


grub! grab ‘tdwarfish fellow xiv; insect 
larva xv; (sl.) food (as grubs are for birds) 
XVII. Occurs as a surname (Grubbe) XIII, 
prob, orig. as a nickname, and presumably 
2 next, but the sense-development is not 
clear. 


grub? grab dig (on the surface) xrrr (Cursor 
M.); labour ploddingly xviri. perh. to be 
referred to an OE. *grybban :i—- *grubbjan ; 
cf. OHG. grubilón dig, search closely, MDu. 
grobben scrape together, Du. grobbelen root 
out; f. Germ. *erub-, rel. to *zrab- GRAVE! 
and ?. Hence gru-bbzn!. xiv; survives esp. 
in money-grubber sordid gatherer of wealth 
(so Du. grobber). 


Grub Street gra-b strit name of a street 
near Moorfields, London (now Milton 
Street), once inhabited by inferior and 
needy writers, transf. tribe of poor authors 
and literary hacks. xvi1 (James Taylor). 


grudge grad3 tmurmur, grumble; be un- 
willing to grant. xv. Alteration of tgrutch 
(xir) - OF. grouchier (of unkn. origin), perh. 
infl. by Taggrege bear heavily upon (cf. 
Taggrogge, aggrugge xv) — OF. agregier — 
Pr. agreujar = *aggreviäre, f. L. ad AG- + 
Rom. *grevis, for gravis GRAVE?. 


gruel grūʻəl ffine meal; liquid food made 
from oatmeal. xiv. ~ OF. gruel (mod. gruau) 
+= Rom. *grütellum, dim. f. Germ. *zrit- 
GROUT, 


gruesome gri‘som inspiring awe or horror. 
XVI (growsome). orig. north. and Sc.; intro- 
duced into literature by Scott in the form 
grewsome. f. grue Xir1 (Cursor M.), now Sc. 
and north., feel horror - Scand. word repr. 
by OSw. grua, ODa. grue (— OHG. in|grüén 
shudder, G. grauen be awed, shudder, Du. 
gruwen abhor); sce -SOME’. 


GUANO 


gruff graf (Sc. and techn.) coarse-grained 
XVI; rough and surly xvir. First in Sc. and 
prob. orig. in commercial use = Flem. (Du.) 
grof ‘crassus, spissus, densus, impolitus, 
rudis’ (Kilian) = MLG. grof coarse, OHG. 
grob, girob (G. grob) :- WGerm. *zaxruba, 
f. *za- Y--- *xrub- *xreub- (OE. hr&of rough, 
scabby, etc. ; cf. Lith. kraupùs rough). 


grumble gramb! mutter or murmur (com- 

plainingly). xvi (Sidney, Sh.). frequent. 
f. Tgrumme (XV~XVI)+-LE°®; cf. (M)Du. 
grommen, MLG. grommelen (whence F. grom- 
meler, tgr(o)umeler), G. grummeln; f. imit. 
Germ. *grum- (cf. GRIM). 


grume grim clot of blood. xvi. = L. 
grümus little heap, rel. to OE. criima CRUMB; 
cf. F. grumeau clot. So gru:mous. xvir. 
- modL. 


grummet, grommet gra‘mit (naut.) ring 
of rope, etc. Xv (Cely Pp.) - F. Tgrom(m)ette, 
gourmette chain joining the ends of a bit, 
f. gourmer curb, bridle, of unkn. origin. 


grumpy gra'mpi surly-tempered. XVIII. 
prob. of dial. origin; f. grump, as in thumps 
and grumps surly or ill-tempered remarks, 
based on inarticulate noises betokening dis- 
pleasure; see -y'. 


Grundy gr4:ndi surname of an imaginary 
Mrs Grundy who is proverbially referred to 
as a personification of the tyranny of social 
opinion; derived from 'T. Morton's play 
‘Speed the Plough’ (1798), in which Dame 
Ashfield, constantly fearing the sneers of 
her neighbour Mrs Grundy, freq. asks 
“What will (would) Mrs Grundy say ?' 


grunt grant make the characteristic sound 
ofa pig. OE. grunnettan = OHG. grunnizén 
(G. grunzen), intensive formation on the 
imit. base *grun- (OE. grunian grunt, OHG. 
grun wailing, MHG. grunnen), which has an 
analogue in L. grunnire, Gr. grizein. The 
deriv. gruntle (dial.) grunt, grumble (Xv) is 
seen in DISGRUNTLED. 


Gruyère grivjear, = |lgriijér. cows’-milk 
cheese. xix. Name of a town in Switzerland, 
from which it comes. 


gryphon see GRIFFIN!. 


grysbok gravrsbok S. African antelope. 
XVII -— Afrikaans, f. Du. grüijs GREY J- boh 
BUCK}, 


guacho see GAUCHO. 


guaiacum gwaiskem tree, wood, and resin 
of the West Indies. xvi. modL., f. Sp. 
guayaco, guayacan, of Haytian origin. Also 
anglicized guai-ac (xvi); cf. F. gazac. 
guana see IGUANA. 


guanaco gwaná'kou kind of llama. xvir. 
— Quichua huanaco, -acu. 


guano gwáànou natural manure found on 

islands about Peru xvii; artificial (fish-) 
manure XIX. ~ Sp. guano, S. Amer. Sp. 
huano — Quichua huanu dung. 
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GUARANI 





Guarani gwará:ni (language of) a S. Ameri- 
can Indian race inhabiting Paraguay and Uru- 
guay, forming a group with Tupi. XVIII. 

guarantee garonti: party giving security 
XVII; act of giving security, security given 
xviir (Burke); something providing security 
XIX. The earliest forms, garanté, garante, 
are perh.- Sp. garante — F. garant WAR- 
RANT; in its later use the word was identified 
with F. garantie, GUARANTY. Hence as vb. 
be a guarantee for xviii (Burke); secure (a 
person or thing) in possession x1x. @ As 
correl. to guarantor (X1X), the form is a dis- 
tinct word, the model being grantee, grantor ; 
see -EE!, 

guaranty  gz'ronti security, warranty, 

undertaking by a guarantor xvr; something 

that guarantees xvii. — AN.guarantie, (O)F. 

garantie, var. of warantie WARRANTY. 


guard gaid tcustody; protector, defender 
xv ; body of persons as defenders (with vari- 
ous spec. applications); protection, defence 
XVI. = (O)F. garde (corr. to Pr., Sp., 
OIt. guarda), f. garder = Pr., Sp. guardar, 
It. guardare:- Rom. *warddre - WGerm. 
*coarüo WARD!. So guard vb. xvi. f. the 
sb. or - (O)F. garder, Tguarder. guardian 
gáà'Idion protector, defender XV (spec. su- 
perior of a Franciscan convent); (leg.) cor- 
relative to card xvi. Late ME. gardein = 
AN. gardein, OF. garden, earlier gardenc 
(mod. gardien from xr1I, with assim. of suffix 
to -ze2 -1AN, which was followed in Eng. ; cf. 
Sp. guardian, It. guardiano). See WARDEN, 


guava gwà' vo tree of tropical America. XVI 
(guayava, -avo). — Sp. guayaba, -abo, of 
S. Amer. origin. 

gubernatorial  gjüboineitoriol] (chiefly 
U.S.) of a governor or government. XVIII. 
f. L. gubernãtor GOVERNOR + -IAL. 


gudgeon! ga'dzən small freshwater fish xv; 
bait; gullible person xvi. Late ME. gogen, 
gojo(u)n —- (O)F. goujon:- L. góbio(n-), f. 
góbius GOBY. 


gudgeon? g4:d5on pivot of metal, etc. xiv. 
-(O)F. goujon pin, dowel, tenon, dim. of 
gouge GOUGE. 

Guebre grbor gerbo:r fire-worshipper, 


Parsee. Xvit. — F. guóbre — Pers. gabr ; cf. 
GIAOUR. 


Guelder rose ge‘ldozrouz snowball-tree, 
Viburnum Opulus. xvi (Gelders Rose, 
Gerarde). — Du. geldersche roos (whence G. 
Gelderische rose, F. rose de Gueldre, etc.); f. 
Gelderland or Gelders, province of Holland. 


Guelph gwelf one of the anti-imperialist 
party in medieval Italian politics (cf. GHI- 
BELLINE). XVI (Guelfes, E. K. in Spenser’s 
‘Shepherds Calendar’). — It. Guelfo, medL. 
Guelphus - MHG. Welf name of the princely 
family repr. at the present time by the royal 
dynasty of Great Britain. 


guerdon gé-:don (arch.) reward. xiv (Ch.). 
- OF, guer(e)don == Pr. guierdé, Sp. galardon, 
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GUIDON 


It. guiderdone :- Rom. (medL.) widerdinum 
- W. Germ. *widarlén (= OHG. widarlén, 
OE. wiherléan, f. wiper again + léan pay- 
ment) with assim. of the second el. to L. 
dónum gift. So gue-rdon vb. xiv (Ch.). 
— (O)F. guer(e)doner, f. the sb. 





guerilla gori‘la irregular war carried on by 


small bodies; (transf.) one engaged in such 
warfare. xix (Wellington, Scott). More 
freq. sp. of guerrilla (so F. guérilla) =- Sp. 
guerrilla, dim. of guerra WAR; introduced 
into F. and Eng. during the Peninsular War 
(1808-14). 


guernsey g3-1nzi thick knitted (usu. blue) 


vest or shirt, worn by seamen. xix. f. name 
of one of the Channel Islands; cf. JERSEY. 


guess! ges Ttake aim XIII ; form an approxi- 


mate judgement or estimate of xiv. ME. 
gesse, with early var. agesse (cf. OSw. begissa) ; 
perh. orig. naut. and - vars. with -e- of 
MLG., MDu. (Du., Fris.) gissen, or OSw. 
gissa, ODa. gitse; ult. f. base of GET (cf. ON, 
geta guess) and repr. Germ. types *zetisdjan, 
* ratiscjan, *zissjan, *zessyan. @ Thesp. with 
gu- and gh- date from xvi; cf. GUEST. So 
guess sb. xIv; cf. MDu. gisse (Du. gis). 


guess? ges (with var. guest) in guess-RoPE 


XVII (guestrope), guess-WARP XV (gyes carpe), 
rope for steadying a boat in tow, etc. ; perh, 
orig. based on GUY}, and assim. later to prec. 


guest gest one who is entertained at an- 


other’s house or table. x11. — ON. gestr; 
superseding OE. giest, gest (whence ME. 
gest, occurring beside mixed forms like giist, 
gist) = OS., OHG. (Du., G.) gast, Goth. 
gasts :~ CGerm. *zastiz - IE. *ghostis, repr. 
also by L. kostis enemy, orig. stranger 
(whence *hostipot-, L. hospit-, hospes guest, 
HOST’), and OSI. gosti guest, friend, and 
prob. (in the weak grade *ghs-) by Gr. xénos 
(:— *ghsénos) stranger. €] T'he sp. gu-, dating 
from xvi, marks the stopped g, like the 
earlier var. with gh- ; cf. GUESS!. 


guffaw gafs: sb. and vb. expressive of loud 


and boisterous laughter.. xviir. orig. Sc. 
(Ramsay), of imit. origin; cf. the earlier 
Sc. synon. gawf (xvi). 


guicower var. of GAEKWAR. 
guide gaid direct the course of. xiv (Ch., 


Gower). — (O)F. guider, alteration of tguter 
(whence ME. tguy, early x1v) = Pr. guizar, 
Sp. guiar, It. guidare :- CRom. *widàre — 
Germ. *witan, f. *wit-, gradation-var. of 
*wit- (see WIT), repr. by OE., OS. witan 
blame, OFris. wita guard, keep, Goth. 
fra|weitan avenge, fair|weitjan gaze upon 
(cf. the meanings of other derivs. of this 
base, OE. ise direction, wiSsEl, wissian 
direct, guide, G. weisen indicate, direct). So 
guide sb. xiv. — (O)F. guide (= It. guida), 
f. the vb. 


guidon gaidon pennant broad next the 


staff and pointed at the other end. xvi. = F. 
guidon — It. guidone, f. guida GUIDE. 


GUILD 


guild, gild? gild confraternity for mutual aid. 
XIV. The present form is prob. = MLG., 
MDu. gilde, Du. gild. (G. gilde is from LG.) 
:— *zeldjon, rel. to OE. gield, gild payment, 
offering, sacrifice, idol, (also) guild (conti- 
nued as 32/d, yeld), OF ris. geld, ield money, 
OS. geld payment, sacrifice, reward, OHG. 
gelt payment, tribute (Du., G. geld money), 
ON. gjald payment, Goth. gild tribute :- 
CGerm, *zeldam and ON. gildi guild, guild- 
feast, (also) payment, value += Germ. *zeld- 
jam. 'The base *gelð- is prob. to be taken 
in the sense ‘pay, offer’, so that the sb. would 
primarily mean an association of persons 
contributing to a common object. 


guilder gildoi coin of the Netherlands. xv 
(guldren; later gildren, gilder). Alteration 
(perh. after kroner) of Du. gulden (which 
was adopted unaltered in Sc. Xvr), prop. adj. 
of gold, golden (= OE. gylden); see -EN?. 


guile gail insidious cunning. XII. - OF. 
guile = Pr. guila (whence Pg. guilha), perh. 
— Scand. *wihl- WILE. Cf. BEGUILE. 


guillemot gilimot sea-bird of the genus 
Alca. xvir (Ray). = F. guillemot, deriv. of 
Guillaume William; cf. the syns. guillem 
(— W. Gwilym William) and willock. Other 
bird names derived from personal names are 
dicky, jackdaw, jay, magpie, robin. 


guillotine giloti-n machine with knife blade 
for beheading. xviir (1793). — F. guillotine 
(1790), f. name of Joseph-Ignace Guillotin, 
French doctor who recommended its use. 


guilt gilt Toffence, crime OE.; Tresponsi- 
bility for something x11; Tdesert xim; fact 
of having committed an offence XIV ; state of 
having wilfully offended xvi. OE. gylt, of 
unkn. origin. Hence guilty’. OE. gyltig. 


guimp var. of GIMP. 


guinea gini name of a portion of the west 
coast of Africa, first known in Pg. Guiné, 
whence Sp. Guiné, F. Guinée; applied to 
things derived thence (or, with vague refer- 
ence, from some other distant country) as 
Guinea fowl (xvii), Guinea hen (xvi), Guinea 
pepper (xvi) orig. Cayenne pepper, Guinea 
fig (xvi), Guinea worm (xvii). The gold 
coin named guinea was first struck in 1663 
‘in the name and for the use of the Company 
of Royal Adventurers trading with Africa’, 
being intended for the Guinea trade and 
made of gold from Guinea. 


guipure gipür kind of lace and of gimp. 
XIX. —(O)F. guipure, f. guiper cover with 
silk, wool, etc. — Germ. *wipan wind round. 


guise gaiz style, fashion. x11 (La3.). ~(O)F. 
guise = Pr. guiza, Sp., It. guisa :- Rom. 
*wisa = Germ. *wisdn WISE!. Cf. DISGUISE. 


guitar gitd-1 six-stringed instrument of the 
lute class. xvii (guittara, guitarra, ghittar, 
gittar). orig. — Sp. guitarra, later — F. guitare 
(superseding OF. guiterne GITTERN) — Sp. 


GUM 


itself — Gr. kithdrd, which was adopted in L. 
as ci'thara, whence Pr. cedra, It. cetera, and 
OHG. cithara (G. zither) ; see also CITHERN, 
CITOLE, ZITHER. 


gulch galf (U.S.) deep ravine. xIx. perh. 
f. dial. vb. gulch swallow, sink in (cf. Norw. 
gulka). 


gulden gu'ldən coin of Netherlands and 
Germany, orig. of gold, later of silver. xvi. 
~ Flem., G. gulden, sb. use of adj. of corp, 
golden, = OE. gylden, etc. (CGerm. *zul- 
pinaz). 


gules gjülz (her. red. xiv. Late ME. 
goules, gols, gulles - OF. goules, goles (mod. 
gueules), pl. of gole, gueule throat (cf. GULLET), 
used, like medL. pl. gula, for pieces of fur 
used as a neck-ornament and dyed red. 


gulf galf kind of bay; chasm, abyss. xiv. 
-(O)F. golfe - It. golfo (= Pr. golfe, Sp. 
golfo) :- Rom. *colpu-s, *colphu-s — Gr. kol- 
fos, (late) kólphos bosom, fold, gulf :- TE. 
*golpos, *qwolpos (cf. OE. hwealf vault, 
vaulted, be|hwielfan arch over, OHG. welben 
— *ywalijan, G. wélben arch). @ For the 
sense cf. L. sinus, G. busen bosom, bay. 


guli! gal (dial.) unfledged bird; gosling. 
XIV. prob. sb. use of Tgull yellow (- ON. 
gulr). Hence, perh. partly the use of gull for 
‘credulous person, dupe’ (late xvr), but cf. 
the somewhat earlier gull vb. dupe, cheat, 
surviving in gu llible, xix, which itself may 
be atransf. use of tgull vb. swallow (xv), 
rel. to tgull sb. throat, gullet (xv) - OF. gole, 
goule (see GULES, GULLET). 


gull? gai long-winged web-footed sea-bird. 
xv. prob. - W. gwylan, Cornish guilan = 
Breton gwelan, goelann (whence F. goéland), 
Olr. foilenn :- OCeltic *voilenno-. 


gullet ga'lit œsophagus xıv (golet); water- 
channel xvi. — OF. *golet, goulet, dim. of 
gole, goule (mod. gueule) += L. gula throat, 
rel. to Olr. gelim I swallow, Skr. galas throat, 
OE. éeole, OS., OHG. kela (G. kehle) 
throat; see -ET. 


gully ga'li tgullet xvi; channel or ravine 
worn by water XVII ; deep gutter XVIII. = F. 
goulet neck of a bottle, outlet, narrow passage 
of water; see prec. 


gulp galp swallow hastily or greedily xv; 
gasp, choke xvi (golpe, gulpe). prob. - MDu. 
gulpen swallow, guzzle, of imit. origin. 
@ (Similar synon. forms of about the same 
date are tglobbe, tglop, tgloup, which are 
nearer to OSw. glup throat, glupsk voracious.) 


gum! gam tinside of mouth or throat OE.; 
firm flesh in which the teeth are fixed. xiv. 
OE. géma, corr. to OHG. guomo (MHG. 
guome) gum, ON. gómr roof or floor of the 
mouth, finger-tip, rel. to OHG. goumo (G. 
gaumen) ; further connexions have been seen 
in Lith. gomurfs gum, Lett. gdmurs windpipe, 
Gr. khdos CHAOS, khatinos yawning, and L. 
faux, pl. faucés throat (IE. *ghéu-*ghóu-). 
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gum? gam viscid secretion from trees. XIV 
(Ch.) - (O)F. gomme - Pr., Sp. goma, 
Pg.,It. gomma :- Rom. *gumma,for L. gummi, 
var. of cummi — Gr. kómmi = Egyptian kemat. 
Hence gummy}. xiv (Trevisa). gum vb. 
+treat with aromatic gums xv; fasten or 
stiffen with gum xvi; partly after (O)F. 
gommer. 

gum? gam. xix. (sl.) Deformation of Gop, 
in by or my gum. 


gumbo ga‘mbou (U.S.) okra plant or pods; 
soup thickened with the pods; (geol. .) local 
clay or mud. xix. Of Negro origin; cf. 


Angola kingombo (in Marcgraf, 1648, quin- | 


gombo), f. Bantu prefix ki--+ngombo. 


gum-gum ga4mga4m iron bowl used as a 
gong. XVII. Presumably Malay; cf. gong- 
gong s.v. GONG. 


gumption ga‘mPfan common sense XVIII 
(Ramsay); in painting, a vehicle for colour 
XIX. orig. Sc.; also rumgumption, rumble- 
gumption; of unkn. origin. 


gun gan heavy piece of ordnance, cannon 
XIV ; Tlarge engine of war ; portable fire-arm 
xv. ME. gunne, gonne (1339 instrumenta de 
latone, vocitata Gonnes; whence AL. gunna, 
gonna), prob. repr. pet-form (*Gunna; in 
Sw. dial. Gunne) of the Scand. female name 
Gunnhildr (f. gunnr + hildr, both meaning 
‘war’), which may have been orig. applied 
to ballistz or the like; cf. ‘una magna balista 
de cornu qua vocatur Domina Gunilda’ 
(1330-1 in Exchequer Accounts) and ‘gon- 
nylde gnoste’, i.e. Gunnild’s spark (Political 
Song temp. Edward ID. € For a similar ap- 
plication of a female name cf. Meg, the 
great r5th-century gun in Edinburgh castle. 
Hence gunnER! ga4:nor XIV. (Not f. gun 
vb. xvii.) Whence gu:xnnrnRy. xvii. Also 
gu'NPOWDER XV, £U'DSHOT XV, gU'n$SMITH 
XVI, £U'D-STOCK, -STONE XV. 


gunny ga‘ni coarse material for sacking. 
xvii, - Hindi, Marathi góni:- 
sack. 


Gunter ga‘nter name of Edmund Gunter 
(1581-1626), Eng. mathematician, after 
whom several instruments are named, and 
the source of the U.S. phr. according to 
Gunter, equiv. to Eng. according to COCKER. 


gunwale, gunnei ga'nol upper edge of a 
ship’s side, formerly serving to support the 
guns. XV (gonne walles). f. GUN -+ WALE. 


gunyah ga:nja Australian hut. xix. - Native 
name (Port Jackson dial. gonie). 


gup gap (sl, orig. Anglo-Indian) gossip; 
(hence) vapid talk, blather. xix. — Hind. 
gup. 


gurgitation. g3id5iteir:[joón tswallowing xvi 
(rare) ; surging up and down, ebullient mo- 
tion. XIX. - modL. *eurgitaátió(n-), f. late L.. 
gurgitàre engulf, f. gurgit-, gurges gulf, abyss. 
See INGURGITATION, REGURGITATION. 


Skr. goni 


GUTTA PERCHA 


gurgle gd-igl tgargle (rare); make the 


sound of bubbling liquid. xvi. prob. imit., 
if not directly ~ similarly formed vbs., e.g. 
MLG., Du. gorgelen, G. gurgeln, and It. 
gorgogliare, Pg. gurgulhar :- Rom. *gurgu- 
lare, f. L. gurgulió gullet. 

Gurkha gs3:iko, !gü'rka (also erron. GAÀ-) 
one of the ruling Hindu race in Nepal, India. 
XIX. Native name, f. Skr. gáus cow'+-raksh 
guard, protect. 


gurnard, gurnet g5'inoid, gó'init. fish of 
the genus ''rigla. xiv. —- OF. gornart, for 
*eronart, f. gronir, by-form of grondir (— Sp. 
grunir, It. grugnire) = L. grundire, grunnire 
GRUNT; see -ARD. @ The fish is so named 
because it makes a grunting sound when 
caught; cf. the equiv. F. grondin (f. gronder 
grumble), G. knurrfisch, knurrhakn (£. knur- 
ren grumble), Du. knorhaan ; also U.S. grunt, 
grunter name for fishes of similar habits. 


guru var. of GOOROO. 


gurry ga'ri small native Indian fort. xix. 
— Hind. gari, f. garh hill fort. 

gush gaf flow or rush out violently. xiv. 
‘The early evidence points to prob. northern 
origin, but Scand. forms (ON. gjósa, Icel. 
gusa) do not tally; prob. an independent 
imit. formation (cf. (M)Du. gutsen, which, 
however, may be f. *zut- pour; see FUSION). 


gusset ga'sit flexible piece introduced be- 
tween two adjacent pieces of mail xv; tri- 
angular piece let into a garment xvi. —(O)F. 
gousset crescent-shaped piece of armour 
under the armpit, hollow of the armpit, 
piece of cloth let in under it and in other 
parts, (now) waistcoat pocket, formally dim. 
of gousse pod, shell (though this is much 
later), of unkn. origin. 


gust gast sudden violent wind. xvi (Sh.). 
prob, earlier restricted to dial. or naut. use 
— ON. gustr, f. *zus-, weak grade of the base 
of ON. gjósa gush. Cf. GEYSER. 


gustation gastei-Jan tasting, taste. XVI. 
— L. gustátió(n-), f. gustáve, f. gustus; see 
next and -ATION. So gurstativE, gu:sta- 
tORY. XVII. 


gusto ga‘stou taste, liking; keen relish; 
style of a work of art. xvi. —It. gusto 
(= Pr. gost, F. goût) :— L. gustu-s taste, rel. 
to CHOOSE. A direct adoption from L. in the 
form gust (XV) was current in various senses, 
(1) taste, (2) liking, (3) flavour, (4) relish; 
and of F. goüt, Tgoust (xvr), 1n the senses 
(1) liking, relish, (2) esthetic judgement, 
(3) flavour (cf. HAUT-GOOT, HOGO). 
gut gat (pl.) bowels OE. ; (sg.) intestine xiv ; 
narrow passage or channel xvi (Leland). 
OE. pl. guttas, prob. f. base *zut- of OE. 
géotan, Goth. giutan pour (see FUSION). 
Hence gut vb. xiv. 


gutta percha ga‘ta pd-itfa inspissated juice 
of various Malayan trees. XIX. ~ Malay 
getah percha, i.e. getah gum, percha tree 
yielding the juice; assim. to L. gutta drop, 
used in med. and modL. for gum. 
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gutter ga‘tar watercourse XIII; shallow 
trough to carry away water xiv. — AN. 
gotere, OF. gotiere (mod. gouttiére) — Pr., 
Sp. gotera :- Rom. *guttária (cf. -ARY), f. L. 
gutta drop (cf. cour). Hence gutter vb. 
channel xiv; stream xv1; (of a candle) melt 
rapidly by being channelled on one side xvIt!. 
gu‘tter-snipe common snipe, also called 
mire snipe; gatherer of refuse, street urchin. 
XIX. f. gutter in dial. sense of ‘mud, filth’. 


guttle ga-tl eat greedily. xvi. f. GuT, after 
guzzle. 


guttural ga-teral pert. to the throat. xvi. 
— F. guttural or medL. gutturdlis, f. guttur 
throat; see -AL!. 


gutty ga-ti gutta-percha ball. xix. f. gutta 
of GUTTA PERCHA+-yY°, 


guy! gai (naut.) rope, chain, etc., used to 
steady a thing. First in guy-rope (girap XIV, 
gyerope XV), prob. of LG. origin, as are Du. 
get brail, geitouw clew-garnet, geiblok pulley, 
G. geitau clew-line, (pl.) brails (cf. auf|geten 
haul or brail up), F. guz main-boom (xv); 
cf. GUESS?. 


guy? gai effigy of Guy Fawkes; grotesque 
person, ‘fright’; (U.S.) man. xix. Hence 
guy vb. (U.5.) ridicule. xix. 


guzzle ga‘zl swallow greedily. xvi. poss. 
- OF. gosiller, a deriv. of gosier throat, but 
found only in the senses ‘chatter’ and ‘vomit’. 


gwyniad gwi'nied fish of the salmon kind 
with white flesh. xvii -— W. gwyniad, f. 
gwyn white. 


gybe, jibe dgaib (naut.) swing from one 
side of the vessel to the other, as a sail; put 
(a boat) about. xvil. ~— Du. tgijben (mod. 
gijpen, whence G. geipen); but initial d3 is 
unexplained; cf. JIB! 


gyle gail fermenting wort; brewing, brew. 
xIv. -MDu. ghiyl (Du. gil), rel. to gijlen 
ferment, of unkn. origin. 


gymbals var. of GIMBALS. 


gymkhana d3imkàá:no in India, public re- 
sort for games; in Europe, athletic sports 
display. xIx. Alteration, by assim. to gym- 
nastic, of Hind. gendkhāna ‘ball-house’, 
racket court. 


gymnasium dz3imnei:ziom place for ath- 
letic exercises. xvt. — L. — Gr. gumndsion, 
f. gumndzein train (lit. naked), f. gumnoós 
NAKED, NUDE. So gy'mnast. xvi. ~ F. or 
Gr. gumnastés trainer of athletes. gym- 
nastic -z'stik adj. and sb. xvi (sb. pl. xvir). 
- L. gymnasticus — Gr. gumnastikós. 


gyrano- dz;imnou, d3imno: comb. form of 
Gr. gumnós naked, in many nat. hist. terms, 
the earliest of which is gymnospermous naked- 
seeded (xviir) - modL. (cf. SPERM). 


GYRON 


gymnosophist dzimno:sofist ascetic Hindu 
philosopher who wore little or no clothing, 
etc. XVI (earlier once pl. genosophis XIV as if 
based on Gr. *gumnósophos). — F. gymno- 
sophiste (Tgisnocephite) - L. (pl.) gymnoso- 
phistae — Gr. (pl.) gumnosophistaí, f. gumnós 
GYMNO--} sophistés SOPHIST. 


gymnotus dzimnou:tos electric eel. XVIII. 
modL. (Linnzus), for *gymnonotus, f. Gr. 
gumnós GYMNO- -- nóton back, with ref. to 
the absence of dorsal fins. 


gynaceum ds3ainisrom (antiq.) women's 
apartments XVIII; (bot.) female organs (usu. 
sp. gynecium, by assim. to Gr. ozkíon house). 
L. — Gr. gunaiketon, f. gunaik-, guné woman 
(see QUEAN). 


gynzco-, U.S. -eco- gai-, dgzaini-kou, dgin-, 
-ko-- repr. Gr. gunaiko-, comb. form of guné 
woman, female (see QUEAN), as in gynazeco:- 
cracy female rule (xvir, Selden). - F. 
gynécocratie or modL. gynæcocratia — Gr. 
gynaeco:LOoGY. XIX. 


gyno- ds;ainou, dsinou, dsino: before a 
vowel gyn-, shortened form of GYNZ7ECO-, 
used in bot. terms to denote ‘pistil’, ‘ovary’, 
e.g. Gynandria (Linnzus) class of plants 
having stamen and pistil united. So -gynous 
dzines repr. Gr. -gunos, used for ‘having 
such-and-such pistils or female organs’, e.g. 
androgynous, monogynous. 


gyp dsip (at Cambridge and Durham Univ.) 

college servant. XVIH (also tjip). perh. 
short for Tgippo scullion (xvi), transf. use 
of tgippo tunic—(O)F. jupeau, dim. of 
jup(p)e. 


gypsum dsipsom hydrous calcium sul- 
phate, from which plaster of Paris is made. 
xvil. —L. (Cato, Pliny; also -us)- Gr. 
gupsos, of Semitic origin (cf. Ass. gassu, 
Arab. gece, whence Sp. algez). The L. word 
was anglicized as gips (XV), gyps (XVIII); cf. 
F. gypse, Tgips. So gy:pssEous. xvir. f. late 
L. gypseus. @ In Rom. langs. pop. forms 
have the meaning ‘plaster’, e.g. OF. gip(se), 
gif, gy, It. GESSO, Pr. geis, Sp. yeso, Pg. gesso. 


gypsy see GIPSY. 


gyrate dzaiəreit move in a circle or spiral. 
XIX. f. pp. stem of late L. gyrare, f. gyrus 
- Gr. giiros ring, circle; see -ATE?, So gyr- 
A'TION.XVII. —late L.; cf. F. givation. gyre 
dgzaiaz revolution, whirl, circle. xvr. = L. 
gyrus. gyro- dsaiorou, dsaioro: comb. 
form of Gr. gáros. 


gyrfalcon var. of GERFALCON. 


gyron ds5aie'ron (her.) ordinary of triangular 
form. xvi. —(O)F. giron, tgeron gusset, 
corr. to Sp. giron, It. girone - OF rank. 
*véro = OHG. géro (see core’). So 
gyromnny' (her. divided into gyrons. 
XIV (ierownde; forms with nn before xvi). 
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GYVE 


gyve d3aiv (arch.) fetter, xim (giue, La35.). 
Of unkn. origin; a solitary ex. of gives et 
manicles in an. AN. text (XtvV) may merely 
reflect the Eng. word; pl. gyves (de draps) 
bundles (of cloths) in ‘Liber Albus’ an. 1419 
is difficult to relate because of the meaning; 
deriv. from OE. wibpe witTH! does not ac- 
count for the long vowel. The traditional 


HACKBUT 


pronunc. was with initial g, as is shown by 


ME. alliterative practice and sp. with gu- 
(XV-XVIII); the present pronunce. with d3 is 
due to misinterpretation of give when the 
word had become obs. in oral use. Hence 
gyve vb. xii (pp. zgziued). €| Not to be 
connected with similar and synon. W. gefyn, 
Ir. geibheann, Gael. geimheal. 


H 


ha hà excl. denoting surprise, joy, scorn, 
suspicion, etc. XIII (Cursor M.); teh? (so 
ON. há) XV1; in hesitating speech xvii (Sh., 
Jonson). So in many other langs., but not 
found in OE. in its simple form; for its use 
to denote laughter see AHA, HA-HA! and cf. 
HE’, HO. 


habeas corpus hei-biés kd-1pas (leg.) writ 
requiring a person to be brought before the 
court. xv. First words of the writ beginning 
Habeas corpus ad subjiciendum (etc.) you 
shall produce the body [of the person con- 
cerned, in court] to undergo [what the court 
may award]; L. habeds, 2nd pers. sg. pres. 
subj. of habére have, corpus body. 


haberdasher hz:boidz[or dealer in small 
articles appertaining to dress, formerly of 
wider application. XIV. prob.- AN. *Aaber- 
dasser, *hapertasser (cf. haberdasshrie in an 
AN. document xv), presumably f. recorded 


was not pre-Augustan) ; cf. custom, costume. 
So habit A. Tdwell (cf. rxgaBiT) xiv (Ch.); 
B. dress xvi (Sh). -(O)F. habiter — L.. 
habitare. habita’TIon dwelling, abode. xiv. 
~(O)F.-L. habitat he-bitet native 
locality of an animal or plant. xvin. = L. 
*dwells', 3rd pers. sg. pres. ind. of habitáre 
dwell, inhabit ; derived from its use in floras 
and faunas to introduce the natural place of 
growth or occurrence of a species (e.g. 
‘Common Primrose. Habitat in sylvis’). 
habitua! hěbi'tjuəl fpert. to the inward 
disposition xvI; pert. to habit, customary 
XVII. - medL. habituális, f. habitus HABIYT. 
So habi-tuaTE? fix in a habit. xvi. f. late L. 
habituát-, -áre. habitué (h)$birtjuei habi- 
tual visitor. XIX. F., pp. of kabituer = L. 
ha:biTUDE constitution, temperament XIV; 
disposition, habit xvi. - (O)F. - L. 


hachish see HASHEESH. 


hapertas (xv), of unkn. origin and uncertain | hachure (h)e-fuor (pl.) lines used in hill- 


meaning (Eng. thaberdash was used for 
‘small wares’ XV—XVII) ; see -ER?. So ha: ber- 
dashery. xvi. 


habergeon hez-baidzen_ sleeveless coat of 
armour. XIV. —(O)F. haubergeon, f. OF. 
hauberc HAUBERK; cf. -OON. Since xvi only 
hist. ; treated in verse (XVII—XVIII) as three or 


shading in physical geography. xix. ~F. 
hachure, f. hacher HATCH? ; see -URE. 


hacienda  zsie:-ndo (in Spain and Sp. 


colonies) estate with dwelling-house. XVIII. 
Sp., ‘domestic work, landed property’ = L. 
facienda, n. pl. of gerundive of facere make, 
DO!, 


as four syll. with the stress on the second. hack! hæk cut with heavy blows x11; break 


habiliment hobrlimont equipment; T»l. 
munitions of war; pl. apparel. xv. - OF 
abillement (later and mod. habillement), f. 
habiller render fit, fit out, (hence, by assoc. 
with habit) clothe, dress, f. habile ABLE; see 
-MENT. 


habilitate hzbi-liteit (arch. or obs.) qualify. 
XVII. f pp. stem of medL. habilitáre, f. 


up (ground), etc. xvir. OE. (té)haccian cut 
in pieces = OFris. (t0)hakia, MLG., MDu., 
(M)HG. hacken (Du. hakken); CWGerm. 
deriv. of imit. base *yak-; cf. synon. OE. 
heééan, OHG. hecken. So hack sb. tool for 
breaking or chopping up xII; gash, cut, 
notch xvr. Partly - ML. hakke; partly 
f. the vb. 


ye, ; 2 rk? . 
habilitàs ABILITY; see -ATE?. Survives hack? hæk board for a hawk’s meat xvt; 


chiefly in rehabilitate. 


habit he-bit A. apparel, dress xim; B. 
mental constitution XIV ; settled disposition, 
custom xvi. ME. (A)abit - OF. abit (later 
and mod. habit) = Pr. (h)abit, It. abito~ L. 
habitu-s, f. habit-, pp. stem of habére have, ' 


rack xvi. By-form of HATCH!, prob. due to 
assoc. with its north, dial. var. heck. 


hack? hæk from xvIi in various senses of 


HACKNEY (esp. ‘riding-horse’ and ‘drudge’), 
of which it is a shortening. Hence vb. make 
a hack of, etc. XVIII. 


hold, refl. be constituted, be, with cogn. hackbut, hagbut ha-k-, he:gbat harque- 


forms in Osco-Umbrian and Celtic. (Cf. 
Gr. héxis state, habit, rel. to ékhein have, be 
conditioned in a certain way.) The range of 
meaning (in modF. distributed between 
habit dress and habitude custom) was fully 
developed in L. (but the sense ‘dress, attire’ 
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bus. xvr. — F. haquebut(e), alteration of 
haquebusche - MDu. hakebus, hagebus (Du. 
haakbus), MLG. hakebusse, f. hake(n) HOOK 
+ bus(se) gun, firearm (cf. BLUNDERBUS), so 
called from the hook orig. cast on the gun 
as an attachment. 


HACKERY 


hackery he-kori native Indian bullock-cart. 
xvi. — Hindi chhakrá two-wheeled cart. 


hackle hze'kl flax-comb; long feathers on 
the neck of a domestic cock, etc. xv. By- 
form of HATCHEL ; cf. HECKLE. 


hackmatack he:kmatek American larch. 
XVIII. Amer. Indian (cf. Abnaki akemantak). 


hackney hz:kni riding-horse, esp. for hire 
XIV (in hakeneyman, 1308); Tcommon 
drudge, prostitute xvr; short for hackney- 
coach xvii (Pepys). In AN. hakenei (xiv), 
AL. hakenews (x11), prob. f. ME. Hakenet 
Hackney in Middlesex, Skeat's view being 
that horses were raised on the pasture land 
there and taken to Smithfield market through 
Mare Street. Q Hence (O)F. haquenée, Pr. 
(f)acanea, Sp. hacanea, 1t. (ac)chunea. 

had see HAVE. 

haddock he-dok fish allied to the cod. xiv. 
In AL. Aaddocus (xit1) ; prob. - AN. hadoc, 
var. of OF. (h)adot, pl. hadoz, haddos, of 
unkn. origin. @ For the final cons. cf. HAVOC. 


Hades heidiz Pluto; the kingdom of 
Pluto, the lower world; state or abode of 
the dead. xvi. — Gr. Hdidés; in LXX and 
N.T. Gr. used to render Heb. shedl abode 
of the dead. 

hadji hæ'dzi pilgrim to the tomb of Mo- 
hammed. xvit. — Arab. kãjt pilgrim, f. kajj 
pilgrimage. @ In CEur. use. 

hzmatite, hematite he-motait, hi-- native 
sesquioxide of iron. xvu. — L. hematités 
— Gr. haimatités (sc. lithos stone) ‘blood-like 
stone’, f. haimat-, haima blood; see -ITE. 


haeinat(o)- hi*mot(ou), shortened haem(o)-, 
comb. forms of Gr. (h)a?ma blood, as 1n ha:- 
mato-, hemoglo-bin, hematuria. xix. hze- 
moptysis -o'ptisis spitting of blood. xvii 
(Sir T. Browne). modL.; Gr. ptuein spit. 
hemorrhage, hemorrhage  he:morid; 
flux of blood. xvir (earlier emorogie, hemo- 
ragie). - F. hémorr(h)agie, temorogie ~ L. 
hamorrhagia (Pliny) - Gr. haimorrhagia, f. 
haimo--+-*rhag-, base of rhégnünai break, 
burst. hæmorrhoid, hemorrhoid he'- 
moroid (pl.) piles. xıv. Late ME. emeroudis, 
whence emerods (xvi-xvir) - OF. emeroyde, 
later hémorrhoides (xvi) - L. hamorrhoida 
— Gr. haimorrhois, acc. -oída discharging 
blood, pl. -oídes (sc. phlébes veins) bleeding 
piles, f. haimérrhoos, f£. haimo- -- *rhog- flow 
(see STREAM); assim. to L.-Gr. form in XVI. 


hafnium hz'fniom metallic element disco- 
vered in 1923. modL., f. Hafnia, L. name of 
Copenhagen(Københkavn), Denmark;see-IUM. 


haft heft handle. OE. kæft, hæfte, corr. to 
MLG. hechte (Du. hecht, heft), OHG. hefti 
(G. heft), ON. heptt :- CGerm. (exc. Gothic) 
* vaftjam, f. *yaf- HEAVE; see -T?. 

hag! heg female evil spirit x111; repulsive 
old woman xiv(?). ME. hegge (xr AncrR.), 
hagge (xiv PPl.); rare before xvi. perh. 
shortening of OE. Azgtesse, hegtes fury, 
witch = MDu. haghetisse (Du. hecse), OHG. 
hagazissa (G. hexe), of unkn. origin. 


HAIR 


hag? heg (Sc. and north.) Tgap, chasm xri 
(Cursor M.) ; broken moss-ground (i) piece 
of soft bog xvii, (ii) spot of firmer ground in 
a peat bog xix. — ON. *Aaggw-, hggg gap, 
breach, orig. cutting blow (whence the Sc. 
and north. Eng. senses ‘cutting, hewing’, 
‘cut wood’), f. *haggwa, hoggva HEW. 

haggard hz':goid (of a hawk) untamed, 
wild xvi; tgaunt, lean; wild-looking xvi1. 
-(O)F. hagard, perh. f. Germ. *hag- 
hedge, bush, HAW!; see -ARD. Later infl. in 
sense by Hac" (for which haggard occurs 
XVII-XVIII); cf. dial. hagged haggard (xv11). 

haggis he-gis dish consisting of minced 
entrails of a sheep, etc., boiled in the maw of 
the animal; now esp. Scotch. xv (hagese, 
hagas). Of unkn. origin; identity of form 
with thaggess magpie has suggested the 
possibility of its being a transf. use of the 
source of this, (O)F. agace, agasse magpie 
- OHG. agaz(z)a; cf. Pre’. 

haggle he'gl mangle with cuts xvI; wrangle 
in bargaining XVII. f. dial. hag cut (xIv 
— ON. *haggw- hoggva HEW) + -LE?. 

hagio- hz'giou, hegio: repr. Gr. hAágios 
holy, used for 'saint! in hagio:cRAPHY, 
hagio'Locv (xix) and derivs. hagio:grapha 
books of the O.T. not included in the Law 
and the Prophets. xvi. late L. = Gr., ‘sacred 
writings. hagioscoPE hbz'gioskoup open- 
ing in the wall of an aisle, etc., supposed to 
provide a view of the high altar (also called 
squint). XIX; a modern ecclesiologist's 
coinage. Q The pronunce. with g is irreg. 

ha-ha! haha OE. ka ha (see HA); so in many 
other langs. Cf. AHA. 


ha-ha? ha-ha sunk fence. xvi. — F. haha 
(xvir) usu. taken to be so named from the 
expression of surprise at meeting the obstacle 
(the F. word is also used for a strikingly 
ugly woman); redupl. of HA. 

haiduk see HEYDUCK. 


hail heil frozen vapour falling in pellets. 
OE. Ahagl (with var. hagol, whence ME. 
hawel), corr. to OF ris. heil, OS., OHG. (Du., 
G.) hagel, ON. hagl :- CGerm. (exc. Gothic) 
*haz(aMaz, -am, rel. to Gr. Rdkhlex pebble. 
Hence hail vb. xv. (Earlier fhawele :- OE. 
hagalian = MHG. hag(aMen, ON. hagla.) 

hail? heil excl. of salutation. xr. ellipt. use 
of thail adj. (ME. phr. wæs hæil! ‘be whole 
or healthy’, hail!; cf. wassarL) — ON. heill 
WHOLE (phr. kom heill! welcome! hail!, far 
heill! farewell!). Hence hail vb. x11 (Orm). 


hair heor any or all of the filamentous 
growths on the skin, esp. the head. OE. 
hær, hér = OF ris. hér, OS., OHG. hdr (Du., 
G. haar), ON. har ~~ CGerm. *xram (exc. 
Gothic), of unkn. origin (there is no CIE. 
word for hair). The present sp. and pronunc. 
are abnormal (for *here or *hear hier) and 
are supposed to be due to assim. to thatre 
hair shirt - (O)F. haire- Frankish *hdrja 
(OHG. Ahàr(r)). Mence ha ir-, ha irs- 
BREADTH. XVI (earlier hairbrede xv). hai:ry’. 
xr (Cursor M.). 
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HAIRWOOD HALOID 
hairwood see HAREWOOD. | halibut hez-libot large flatfish. xv (also 


hake heik cod-like fish, Merlucius vulgaris. 
xv. perh. for *hakefish, f. (dial.) hake hook 


(- ON. haki; see HOOK); cf. Norw. hakefisk : 


applied to fishes having a hooked under- 
jaw, and OE. hacod pike. 


hakeem, hakim haki-m physician. xvit. 
— Arab. hakim wise, learned, philosopher, 
physician, f. hakama exercise authority, be 
wise or learned. 


halberd, halbert hz-lbord, hz-Ibort weapon 
combining spear and battle-axe. xv. 
hallebarde, Talabarde ~ 1t. alabarda - MHG. 
helmbarde (G. hellebarde), f. helm handle, 
HELM? 4- barde, barte hatchet (OHG. barta == 
OS. barda, ON. barda), rel. to bart BEARD 
(cf. ON. skeggja halberd, lit. ‘the bearded’, 
f. skegg beard). 


halcyon hæ'lsiən bird fabled to breed on 
the sea. XIV (alceon, Gower). — L. halcyon, 
alcyon — Gr. alkuón kingfisher (halkuón by 
assoc. with Adis sea and ktidn conceiving), 
rel. to L. alcédd. Halcyon days (earlier 
thalcyons days) 14 days during which the 
kingfisher broods and the sea is calm; L. 
alcyonei dies, alcyonides, alcedonia, Gr. dAxvo~ 
vides Hépas, 


hale! heil (dial. sound, whole xn (Orm); 
in robust health xviir. ME. hal, northern 
var. of WHOLE, taken into the literary lang. 
in mod. times. 


hale? heil draw, pull. xr. -(O)F. haler 
- OS. halón (= OF ris. halia, OHG. halén, 
holon; Du. halen, G. holen fetch; cf. OE. 
geholian acquire), poss. rel. to L. calave, 
Gr. kalein call (cf. CALENDS, INTERCALATE). 


half haf being one of two equal parts. OE. 
half, (healf)=OFris., OS. (Du.) half, (OVHG. 
halb, ON. hdlfr, Goth. halbs :- CGerm. 
*xalbaz. Applied to relatives that are such 
on one side only, as half-brother (xiv, R. 
Mannyng), half-sister (x11, La3.), prob. 
— ON. hdlfbrodir, hálfsystur (pl.); cf. OF ris. 
halfbréther, MLG. halfsiisken, Du. kalf- 
broeder, MHG. halpswester, G. halbbruder, 
-schwester. Comp. halfpenny (xiv, R. Man- 
nyng), in OE. healfpenigwurp (see WORTH), 
whence thalpeny, ha’penny hei'p(a)ni, thalp- 
(worth, ha’p’orth heitporp. Also sb. Tside; 
one of two equal parts. OE. half, healf = 
OS. kalba, OHG. kalba, ON. hálfa region, 
part, lineage, Goth. halba side, half; ult. 
connexions doubtful. Cf. BEHALF. So half 
adv. OE. in comb., e.g. healfewicu ‘half- 
alive’, half-dead, healfréad reddish, and in 
correl. use, e.g. healf man healf assa half man 
half ass (onocentaur). Hence halve hav 
divide into two. x11; repl. ME. helfen, OE. 
hielfan :— * xalbjan. 


half-pace ha-fpeis raised floor, dais, foot- 
pace XVI; half-landing XVII. 
halpace (xvi), var. of hau(l)tepase (xV) -= F. 
haut pas ‘high step’ (see HAUGHTY, PACE). 


- F. 


Alteration of 


holibut, from xvi). f. kāly, HOLY -4 BUTT’. 
For the first el. cf. LG. heilbut, heilige but, 
Du. heilbot, G. heilbutt, ON. heilagr fiskr 
(Icel. heilagfiski, Sw. helgeflundra, Da, helle- 
fisk, -flyndre). 


halidom hæ'lidəm (arch.) holy relics. OE. 

háli$dóm sanctity, holy place or thing = 
MDu. heilichdoem, OHG. hetlagtuom (cf. 
ON. helgidómr); see HOLY, -DOM. By my 
halidom (xv1) is due to misunderstanding. 


halitosis hzlitou:ssis foulness of breath. 
xix. f. L. halitus breath, exhalation 4- -osts, 
used irreg. 


hall hd! tspacious roofed place OE.; large 
public room xr; building for residence of 
students, business of a guild, etc. xiv; 
large dining-room in a college, etc., XVI; 
vestibule, lobby xvi. OE. hall, heall == OS., 
OHG. halla (Du. hall, G. haile), ON. holl 
*- CGerm. (exc. Gothic) *xallo, f. *xal- 
* xel- cover, conceal (cf. HELL). 


hallelujah helilai-jo. xvi (Coverdale). 
~ Heb. halleltiydh praise Jah (i.e. Jehovah), 
f. imper. pl. of Aallél praise. Cf. ALLELUIA. 


halliard see HALYARD. 


hallo(a) helou: excl. calling attention and 
used in greeting. x1x (Dickens). Later form 
of HOLLO(A). Also (with other vowels in the 
unstressed syll) hello(a) x:x, hillo(a) 
xviii (illo xvir), hullo(a)- xix. 


halloo hælū: shout ‘halloo’ to incite hounds 
to the chase. xvi. perh. var. of HALLOW?. 
Survives in  VIEW-HALLOO. Also holloo 
(XVII—XVIII). 


hallow! hz:lou saint. OE. hdlga, sb. use of 
definite form of Aalig HOLY; obs. exc. as in 
ALr-HaLLows, (Sc.) Hallow-E'E:N 31 Oct. 
(xvitt), (hist.) Ha-llowmas All Saints’ Day, 
1 Nov. (halwe-, halumesday, X1v ; see MAss!). 


hallow? he:lou make or regard as holy, con- 
secrate, bless. OE. halgian = OS. hélagon, 
OHG. heilagón (G. heiligen), ON. helga; 
CGerm. (exc. Gothic) vb. f. *yailag- HOLY. 


hallow? hæ'lou shout so as to incite hounds. 
xIv. prob. — OF. halloer, imit. of shouting 
(cf. HALLOO). 


hallucination  holiüsinerfon illusory no- 
tion. xvit. —L. halliicindtid(n-), late form 
of álücinátio, f. alücinári wander in thought 
or speech -— Gr. altissein be distraught or 
ill at ease, with ending as in vaticindri VATI- 
CINATE. 


halma hz-imo game on a board, character- 
ized by leaping moves. XIX. —- Gr. Adlma, f. 
hállesthai leap, rel. to L. salīre (see ASSAIL). 


halo heilou circle of light round the sun, 
etc., XVI; nimbus of a saint XVII; fig. XIX. 
- medL. haló, for L. halós (-ón-) - Gr. hálos 
threshing-floor, disk of the sun, moon, or 
a shield; cf. F. halo, It. alone, Sp. halon. 


haloid hze:loid like common salt. xix. f. 
Gr. hdls saLT+-OID, 
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HALT 


halt! hólt (arch.) lame. OE. halt, healt = 
OFris., OS. halt, OHG. halz, ON. haltr, 
Goth. halts :-CGerm. *yaltaz, of unkn. 
origin. So halt vb. be lame OE. ; waver xiv; 
proceed lamely xv. OE. healtian, corr. to 
OS. halton, OHG. halzën, f. the adj. 


halt? holt temporary stoppage on a march 
or journey. XVII (earlier falto XVI, falt xvii). 
orig. in phr. make halt ~ G. halt machen 
(whence also F. faire halte, It. far alto, Sp. 
alto hacer); in the G, phr. kalt is prob. orig. 
based on the imper. (‘stop’, ‘stand still’) of 
halten HOLD. 


halter hō'ltər rope or strap with a noose 
OE.; rope for hanging xv. OE. helfter, 
helftre, corr. to OLG. heliftra (MLG. 
helchter, MDu. halfter, halter) :- WGerm. 
*xalftra-, *xaliftra, £. (with instr. suffix) 
* xalb- ; see HELVE. 


halyard, halliard he-ljaid (naut.) tackle 
for raising and lowering sail, etc. XIV. orig. 
halier, hallyer, £. HALE?-- -1ER; altered xvii 
by assoc. with YARD? (cf. LANYARD). 


ham! hzm hollow or bend of the knee OE. ; 
thigh of a hog used for food xvir. OE. ham, 
hom = MLG. hamme, OHG. kamma (G. 
dial. hamm), rel. to synon. MLG. hame, 
OHG., hama, ON. hgm, f. Germ. *xam- be 
crooked. Hence ha-mstrinc one of the 
tendons at the back of the knee. xvr (Gold- 
ing); hence as vb. disable (as if) by cutting 
these xvii (Milton). 


ham? hzem (now chiefly dial.) plot of pas- 

ture or meadow land. OE. hamm, homm = 
OFris., MLG., MDu. hem; perh. rel. to 
HEM? (cf. EFris., LG. hamm piece of en- 
closed land). @ Frequent in place-names, 
simply or in comb., and not always dis- 
tinguishable from HAM?. 


ham? bem (antiq.) town, village. xix. Ex- 
tracted from place-names having the termi- 
nal el. -ham (OE. hdm HOME). 


hamadryad hemodrai‘ed wood-nymph. 
xIv (ama-, Ch., Gower). ~ L. Hamddryad-, 
-dryas, Gr. Hamddruad-, -druds, f. hdma 
together (cf. HOMO-)+ driis TREE. 


hame heim each of the curved pieces form- 
ing the collar of a draught-horse. xiv. 
— MDu. hame (Du. haam), corr. to MHG. 
ham(e) fishing-rod, of unkn. origin. 


Hamitic hzmrtik pert. to a group of 
African languages comprising ancient Egyp- 
tian, Berber, Galla, etc. xix. f. Hamite de- 
scendant of Ham (Hebrew Kham), second 
son of Noah (Gen. vi 10), whose descendants 
were supposed to have peopled north- 
ern Africa; see -ITE, -IC. Cf. Japhetic, 
Semitic. 


hamlet he-mlit small village. xiv. = AN. 
hamelet(t)e, OF. hamelet (in AL. hameletta 
XIII), f. hamel (mod. hameau), dim. f. ham 
(found esp. in place-names of N. France) 
= MLG. MDu, ham HAM? ; see -LET. 


HAND 
hammam see HUMMUM. 


hammer hz:mo: beating instrument hav- 
ing a heavy head in which a handle is set 
transversely. OE. hamor, hamer, homer = 
OFris. komer, OS. hamur (Du. hamer), 
OHG. hamar (G. hammer), ON. hamarr 
hammer, back of an axe, crag; the latter 
sense of the ON. word and possible con- 
nexion with OSI. Ramy, Russ. kémen’ stone, 
suggest that the CGerm. word was orig. 
applied to a stone weapon. 


hammer-cloth hz'moiklóp cloth covering 
the seat in a coach. xv (first as the name of 
an unidentified material). Of unkn. origin. 


hammock hæ'mək hanging bed suspended 
by cords. xvi (hamaca, hammaker ; hamack, 
-ock xvn). —Sp. hamaca (whence also F. 
hamac), of Carib origin; the ending has 
been assim. to -ocK. Q Du. hangmat, G. 
hdngematte ‘hanging mat’, are etymologizing 
alterations. 


hamper! he-mpez large wicker-work re- 
ceptacle. xiv. Reduced form of AN. hanaper 
HANAPER. 


hamper? he:mpez obstruct the movement 
of. xiv. Of obscure formation ; the termina- 
tion appears to be identical with -En'. 


hamster hæ'mstəı rodent Cricetus fru- 
mentarius. XVII (Topsell). — G. hamster := 
OHG. hamustro = OS. hamustra ‘curculio’, 
corn-weevil, rel. to OSI. chomésiaru, the 
second el. of which is repr. also by Lith. 
staras hamster. 


hanaper he:noper wicker case for docu- 
ments, (hence) department of the chancery 
into which fees were paid. xv. ~ AN. hana- 
per, OF. hanapier (AL. hanaperium xxn), f. 
(O)F. hanap drinking-vessel, cup - WGerm. 
*ynapp- (OE. hnep, OHG. hnapf, ON. 
hnappr); see -ER*. Cf. HAMPER’. 


hand hznd extremity of the arm com- 
prising palm and fingers OE.; side OE.; 
source of information, etc. XVI; manual 
worker xvii (employed person, orig. with 
reference to skill xvr); handwriting xiv 
(spec. court h., secretary h., Italian h.). 
OE. hand, hond = OF ris. hand, hond, OS. 
hand, pl. hendi, OHG. hant, pl. henti (Du., 
G. hand), ON. hond, pl. hendr, Goth. 
handus, pl. handjus; CGerm., of uncertain 
origin (there being no CIE. word). Hence 
hand vb. handle (Sh.), furl; lead by the 
hand ; deliver with the hand xvir. Comps.: 
ha:ndBook OE. handbéc, tr. medL. 
manuális liber, late L. manudle MANUAL. 
ha-ndcurr manacle for the hand xvii (cuff 
is recorded in this sense XVII). ha:ndrasT 
(arch.) betroth xiv (earlier in pp. hanndfesst, 
Orm; ~ON. handfesta). ha:ndruL? OE. 
handkercuitF he-nkostfif, also (now dial. 
or vulgar) ha:ndkERCHER square of textile 
material for wiping the face or covering 
head and neck. xvi (earlier thandcoverchief 
xv; pocket h. xv). ha:ndmatp xrv (Wycl. 
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HANDICAP 


HANKY-PANKY 


— 
a ÓÁ 


Bible, Trevisa), -MAIDEN XIII female atten- 
dant; cf. OE. handpréost chaplain, hand- 
pegen manservant. ha-ndwri:TING. XVI 
(Dunbar). 


handicap hze'ndikep Tlottery in which one 
person challenged an article belonging to 
another, for which he offered something in 
exchange, an umpire being chosen to decree 
the respective values xvi1; fhandicap match 
match between two horses, in which the 
umpire decided the extra weight to be car- 
ried by the superior horse ; so handicap (race) 
XVIII; hence gen., and later applied to the 
extra weight itself, and so to any disability 
in a contest XIX. Presumably f. phr. hand 1' 
(i.e. in) cap, the two parties and the umpire 
in the orig. game all depositing forfeit money 
in acaporhat. Hence handicap vb. tdraw 
as in a lottery XVII; engage in a handicap; 
weight race-horses; penalize (a superior 
competitor) XIX. 


handicraft he-ndikraft manual skill xv; 
manual art xvi. Alteration of earlier thand- 
craft (OE. handcreeft) after next; see CRAFT. 


handiwork hz:ndiwàik performance by 

hand. OE. handgeweorc, f. hand HAND + 
geweorc, coll. formation (see Y-) on weore 
WORK; analysed in xvi as handy work (see 
HANDY). 


handle hz:ndl part to be grasped by the 
hand. OE. handle, -la = MLG. hantel (cf. 
OHG. kantilla towel), f. hand HAND ; see -LE?. 
So ha:ndle vb. Late OE. handlian feel with 
the hands, treat of, corr. to OF ris. handelia, 
OS. handlon, OHG. hantalón (G. handeln), 


ON. hondla seize, treat ; see -LE?, 


handsel, hansel he:n4sol tomen xir; New 
Year’s gift xIV; earnest money; first use, 
first-fruits xvi. corr. formally to late OE. 
handselen ‘mancipatio’, delivery into the 
hand, and ON. handsal giving of the hand, 
esp. in a promise or bargain (OSw. handsal, 
Sw. handsél money handed over, gratuity, 
Da. handsel earnest money); f. HAND + base 
of OE. sellan give, SELL. Hence as vb. xv. 
«| The characteristic senses of ‘omen’, ‘gift 
to bring good luck’, are not accounted for by 
those of the OE. and ON. words. 


handsome hz:nésom easy to handle xv; 
T handy; T (exc. U.S. dial) apt, happv; 
moderately large, considerable; 'beautiful 
with dignity’ (J.); graciously generous xvi. 
f. HAND-d--SOME!; parallel formations are 
G. handsam, Du. handzaam manageable. 


handspike hz-:n‘spaik wooden bar used as 
lever. xvil. — Du. thandspaeke (now -spaak), 
f. hand HAND+MDnu. spadke pole, rod ; assim. 
to SPIKE!, Cf. sPoKE. @ Cf. F. anspect — Du. 


handy he:ndi +manual xvi (handy laboure) ; 
ready to hand; dexterous xvr. In the first 
sense evolved from HANDIWORK ; in the later 
(for which ME. had hend(e) :- OE. gehende 
at hand) a new formation on HAND 4- - Y. 


handy-dandy  he:ndide-ndi — children's 
game in which the plavers guess in which of 
another’s hands an object is. xvi. Rhyming 
jingle f. HAND, or its infantile dim. handy. 


hang hen pt. and pp. hung han, hanged 
heend intr. be attached above without sup- 
port beneath OE.; trans. attach in this way 
xt. The present stem derives from (i) intr. 
OE. hangian, pt. hangode, (pp. hanged from 
XIV) -- OFris. hangia, OS. hangon, OHG. 
hangén (Du., G. hangen) :- WGerm. wk. vb. 
*xapzojan, *-&jan, (i) trans. ON. kanga, 
pt. hékk, pp. hanginn = OE. hón (which con- 
tinued till x111), pt. heng (till xv1), pp. hangen 
(till xv), OFris. hia, OS. hahan, OHG. 
hāhan, pt. hiang, hieng (G. hing), MLG., 
MDu. han, MHG. hdhen, Goth. hdhan, 
pt. hathah ~~ CGerm. redupl. vb. *yagxan 
(further relations in IE. are recognized in 
L. cunctàri delay, Skr. ¢dnkate hesitate). 
In north. areas;ON. wk. trans. hengja, pt. 
hengda, pp. hengdr was adopted xii (pt. 
henngde, pp. henngd, Orm); the normal 
change from heng to hing established the 
latter as a common north. form, with ana- 
logical pt. hang, pp. hung. Typical ME. 
midl. inflexions of xiv were: hangen, pt. 
he(e)ng, hanged, ho(o)ng, pp. hanged (with 
var. hong- for hang- throughout); pt. and 
pp. Aung were established in literary Eng. in 
late xvi, with hanged largely restricted to the 
sense ‘kill by hanging’. Hence ha-ngman. 
XIV (5e hangeman of tyborne, PP1.). 


hangar hz:5o1 shed, now spec. for aircraft. 
xIx (Thackeray). = F. kangar (also thangard, 
thanghart); in medL. angarium smith’s 
shed; of unkn. origin. 


hanger! hz-no1 wood ona steep bank. OE. 
hangra, f. hangian HANG. 


hanger? hz-naz1 one who hangs; pendent 
or suspending object. xv. f. HANG+-ER!, 


hanger? hz:5gor short sword. xv. prob. 
identical with HANGER? (the north. dial. var. 
hinger appears to confirm this origin); cf. 
early modDu. hangher rapier, which may 
be the immed. source. 


hangnail (xvil) see AGNAIL. 


bank hernk loop, coil, skein. xiv (in AL. 

hanckus xui). - ON. *hanku, prehistoric 
form of honk, g. hankar (cf. hanki hasp, 
clasp ; Sw. hank string, tie-band, rowel, Da. 
hank handle, ear of a pot). So hank vb. 
loop, noose. XII. ~ ON. hanka coil. 


hanker he:nko1 (dial.) linger, loiter about; 
have a longing after, for. xvu. f. dial. hank 
(xvi)---ER*; prob. f. *Ahagk-, parallel to 
*hang- HANG; cf. synon. Du. Aunkeren, dial. 
hankeren. 


hanky hæ'yki collog. for HANDKERCHIEF 
hee nkeartfif; see -Y°*. 

hanky-panky henykipe:nki jugglery, trick- 
ery. XIX. Rhyming jingle based on hokey 
pokey, hocus pocus, with possible suggestion 
of ‘sleight of hand’. 
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HANSARD 


Hansard ha'nsü:d colloq. designation of 
the official record of Parliamentary Debates, 
which began to be printed in 1805 by T. L. 
Hansard, son of Luke Hansard, who had 
printed ‘Journals of the House of Commons’ 
from 1774. 


Hanse hens merchant guild; entrance fee 
of such a guild xir; commercial league of 
German towns xv. First in hanshus ‘hanse- 
house', guildhall - MLG. Aanshüs, and in 
medL. form hansa - OHG. hansa, (M)HG. 
hanse (whence MLG. hanse, etc.) = OE. 
hés (instr. only) troop, company, Goth. 
hansa company, crowd :- Germ. *xansó 
(whence Finn. kansa people, company); of 
unkn. origin. So Ha'nsarD member of the 
German Hanse. xix; Hanseatic hænsiæ'- 
tik. xvir (Selden). - medL. 


hansel see HANDSEL. 


hansom  ha:nsom short for hansom cab. 
XIX. f. name of Joseph Aloysius Hansom 
(1803-82), architect, who registered a Patent 
Safety Cab in 1834. 


hap hep (arch.) chance, luck ; event; Tgood 
fortune xi (La3.); chance, fortuity xiv. 
—- ON. Aapp chance, good luck, rel. to OE. 
gehap(lié) fitting, convenient, orderly (cf. 
OSI. kobi fate, Czech koba consequence). 
Hence hap vb. (arch.) chance, happen. xIv; 
cf. ODa. happe; superseded by happeEn® 
he-pn. xiv. hapty? by chance. xrv (PPI1.; 
in early use varying with happily). happy! 
prosperous XIV (R. Rolle); having a feeling 
of content XVI. ha:ppy-go-lu:cky. xvir. 


haplo- hæ'plou, hzeplo: comb. form of Gr. 
haplotis single, simple, as in haplo-GRAPHY 
haplo-Locy writing/speaking once instead 
of twice. XIX. 


haqueton see ACTON. 


hara-kiri hara-ki-ri suicide by disembowel- 

ment, XIX. Jap., f. hara belly + kiri cut. 
Q Sometimes rendered ‘happy dispatch? 
through a misunderstanding; and often 
erron. kari-kari. 


harangue həræ'y vehement address or 
oration. XV (arang; first in Sc.; in Eng. 
after 1600). = F. harangue, earlier tarenge 
-medL. harenga (cf. Pr., Sp. arenga, It. 
arringa speech), perh.- Germ. *yariyring- 
assembly, f. * yarja- host, crowd (see HARRY) 
+ *yring- RING. 


haras hz'ros, lara horse-breeding estab- 
lishment. xim (harace) -(O)F. haras, of 
unkn. origin. 


harass he-ras ttire out; trouble, worry. 
XVII. = F. harasser, pejorative deriv. of 
harer set a dog on, f. hare cry used for this 
purpose. 


harbinger hā'ıbindzər tone who provides 
lodging, host XII; purveyor of lodging, e.g. 
for an army XIV; forerunner xvi. ME. 
herbergere, -geour - AN., OF. herbergere, obl. 
case -geour, f. herbergier provide lodging for, 
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hardy  hàidi 


HARE 
f. herberge lodging - OS. (== OHG.) heri- 


berga ‘shelter for an army’, lodging, f. heri, 
hari host, army (see HARRY) + *berg- protect 
(see BOROUGH). @ The intrusive n occurs 
XV; cf. celandine; messenger, ostringer, pas- 
senger, porringer, scavenger, wharfinger; 
nightingale ; bopinjay. | 


harbour hi-ibo1 shelter, lodging (arch.) 


OE.; place of shelter xit1; spec. for ships, 
port xvi. Late OE. herebeorg (perh. - ON.), 
corr. to OS., OHG. heriberga (Du. herberg, 
G. herberge), ON. herbergi; see prec. Two 
types evolved in ME., herberwe, herborou3 
(surviving in place-names, e.g. Market Har- 
borough), and herber(e), whence the mod. 
form (with -ar- from -er-, as in bark, etc.). 
So ha-rbour vb. shelter, lodge, entertain; 
fig. xiv. Late OE. herebeorgian, corr. to 
(M)Du. herbergen, OHG. heribergón, ON. 
herbergja. Hence ha:rbouraGE. xvi. 


hard haid resisting pressure; difficult to 


endure, severe; intense, violent; sb. beach 
or jetty forlanding xix. OE. hard, heard = 
OFris. herd, OS. (Du.) hard, (O)HG. hart, 
ON. harür, Goth. hardus :- CGerm. *xarüuz 
IE. *Aratüs, whence Gr. kratús strong, 
powerful (cf. -cracy). Hence ha-rden® 
make hard xi; become hard xv; after ON. 
hardna. Hence ha:rdr v? Tforcibly ; tboldly 
XIII; severely ; not easily, (hence) barely, not 
quite xv1. ha-rdsuip fseverity ; oppressive 
condition. x1i11 (AncrR.). ha:rdware! iron- 
mongery. XVI. 


hards, hurds hàáidz, hàidz coarser parts of 


flax or hemp. OE. heordan wk. fem. pl., corr. 
to OFris., OLG. héde (Du. heede); of unkn. 
origin (for the phonology cf. OE. meord, OS. 
méd MEED). Hence ha‘rden’, hu:rden sb. 
and adj. xv. 


courageous, daring XIII; 
capable of physical endurance xvi. -—(O)F. 
hardi (= Pr. ardit, It. ardito), pp. of hardir 
become bold - Germ. *xardjan (cf. OE. 
hierdan, OHG. herten, Goth. gahardjan, 
etc.), f. *yarduz HARD. Hence ha:rdinoop. 
xvii (Milton); preceded by (pseudo-arch.) 
ha'rdintan xvi (Spenser). 


hare hza1 rodent of the genus Lepus. OE. 


hara = OF ris. hasa, MDu. haese (Du. haas), 
OHG. haso (G. hase), ON. heri t- CGerm. 
(exc. Goth.) *xason, *xazon; an animal- 
name of IE. extent, repr. also by W. ceinach 
(based on *kasni-), OPruss. sasins, Skr. 
Sasas (for *sasas) ; prob. sb. use of a colour- 
adj.; cf. OE. hasu, ON. hgss grey, L. cascus 
old, beside OHG. hasan grey, L. canus hoary 
(:= *casnos). Hence hareseLL hea-rbel wild 
hyacinth xıv ; Campanula rotundifolia XVHI. 
hareBRAIN heo'ibrein tgiddy person; as 
adj. xvi. hare-Lrp. xvi (Harman, Sh.). 
perh. immed. = (with accommodation) Du. 
hazenlip, tr. L. labium leporinum ; cf. OE. hær- 
séeard ‘hare-cleft’ (see SHARD), OFris. has- 
skerde (adj.), G. hasenscharte, Da. hareskaar ; 
F bec-de-lióvre. 





HAREM 


harem hes‘rom women’s part of a Moham- 


medan dwelling-house, or its occupants. 
xvi. — Arab. haram and harim (that which 
1s) prohibited, (hence) sacred place, sanc- 
tuary, women's apartments, wives, women, 
f. harama prohibit, make unlawful. 


harewood hzo:rwud also hair, air, formerly 
aire, ayer, ayre stained sycamore wood. 
xvii. The first el. is — dial. G. aehre, ehre, 
prob. — Friulian ayar, ayer, aire :- Rom. 
*acre, for L. acer maple. 


haricot? he-rikou kidney bean, French 
bean. xvir. — F. haricot (febves de h. XVII), 
perh. — Aztec ayacotli. 


haricot? hæ'rikou ragout (orig. of mutton). 
XVIII. — F. karicot, earlier hericoq (de mou- 
ton), hericot, perh. orig. rel. to OF. harigoter 
cut up, and later assim. to prec. 


hari-kari erron. form of HARA-KIRI. 


hark hask give ear to x11; listen xui. ME. 
herkien :- OE. *he(o)rcian = OF ris. herkia, 
harkia, rel. to MLG., MDu., Flem. dial. 
horken, OHG. hérechen, G. horchen; cf. 
HEARKEN. Hark back is a hunting phr. 
arising from the use of ‘hark!’ as a call to 
retrace one’s course; hence as sb. XVIII. 


harlequin ha-slikwin character (associated 
with Columbine) in It. comedy and Eng. 
pantomime (clothed in variegated costume, 
whence the application of the word to ani- 
mals with variegated coat, plumage, etc.). 
xvi (Harlicken, Harlaken, Nashe, Day). -F. 
tharlequin (mod. arlequin, after It. arlec- 
chino), later var. of Herlequin (also Hellequin, 
as in OF. maisnie Hellequin, in medL. 
familia Hellequini or Herlechini) leader of 
the Wild Host or troop of demon horsemen 
riding by night, also called in medL. familia 
Herlethingi (Walter Map), which has been 
plausibly referred (as if for *Herlechingi) to 
OE. Herla cyning king Herla (cf. De Herla 
rege concerning king Herla, in Map’s ‘De 
nugis curialium’), whose characteristics have 
been identiüed with those of Woden; the 
circumstances of the transmission of the 
name from OF. to It., and thence to modF., 
are not clear. For the It. associations cf, 
COLUMBINE, PUNCH, ZANY. Q Hurlewaynis 
kynne (PP1.) and H. meyne (Tale of Beryn), 
and Jfelwayne (Harsnet, 1603), Hellwain 
(Middleton, c. 1605), reflect such phr. as 
medL. milites Herlewini (Peter of Blois). 


harlot hà:ilot ¢vagabond, rascal, low fellow 
xii (AncrR.); }itinerant jester (R. Rolle); 
Tmale servant; T'fellow' xiv (Ch.); prosti- 
tute, strumpet xv. ME. Aar-, herlot - OF. 
(h)arlot, herlot young fellow, knave, vagabond 
= Pr. arlot vagabond, beggar, It. arlotto; 
cf. medL. arlotus, erlotus glutton, OSp. 
arlote, alrote lazy, OPg. alrotar go about 
begging. Hence ha:rlotry tbuffoonery; 
unchastity XIV; (arch.) harlot xvI. 


harm haim hurt, injury. OE. hearm =: 
OF ris. herm, OS., OHG., (G.) harm, ON. 


HARPOON 


harmr (chiefly) grief, sorrow :- CGerm. 
(exc. Gothic) *xarmaz, rel. to OSI. srami 
shame, injury (Russ. sram shame, scandal), 
Pers. farm. So harm vb. OE. hearmian = 
OHG. harmen, hermen. 


harmattan haime'ten dry land-wind of 
Upper Guinea. xvir. f. Fanti or Twi (W. 
Africa) haramata. 


harmony hàá'moni Tmelody, music xiv 
(Ch.) ; (mus.) combination of notes to make 
chords; agreement, accord xvi. —(O)F. 
harmonie = Pr., Sp., It. armonia = L. har- 
monia — Gr. harmonia joint, agreement, con- 
cord, f. *harmo- of harmós joint, harmózein 
fittogether. Soharmo:nic. xvi, - L.— Gr. 
harmonikós. harmo-nious. xvi; cf. (O)F. 
harmonieux. harmonica -o-nika first ap- 
plied (1762) by B. Franklin to a developed 
form of musical glasses; fem. sg. or n. pl. 
(used sb.) of L. harmonicus. ~(O)F. harmo- 
nIUM -ou'niom form of reed organ. - F. 
harmonium (Debain, c. 1840), f. L. harmonia 
or Gr. harmónios harmonious. ha: rmonizz. 
xv (Caxton; rare before xvit). 


harness ha-inis }baggage, equipment XIII 
(Cursor M.); trappings of a horse; (arch.) 
body armour; tackle, gear (now techn.) xiv. 
ME. harnais, herneis - OF. harneis military 
equipment (mod. harnais)- ON. *hernest 
‘provisions for an army’, with assim. of the 
termination to *-isk- (cf. OF. harneschier 
equip), f. kerr army (see HARRY) + nest = 
OE., OHG. nest provisions, Goth. ganists 
safety. So ha:rness vb. xiv. — OF. (harna- 
cher). Q The OF. word is the source of Pr., 
Sp. arnes, It. arnese, med L. harnesium, etc., 
MHG. harnasch, G. harnisch, (M)Du. har- 
nas(ch), ON. harn-, herneskja. 


harns hainz (ONc.) brains. x1. Early ME. 
hernes ~— ON. *herni, hjarni, corr. to MLG., 
MDu. herne (Du. hersenen, hersens), OHG. 
hirni (G. hirn) :- Germ. (not OE. or Gothic) 
* yersni, rel. to Gr. Rrdnion CRANIUM, L. cere- 
brum brain (see CEREBRAL). 


harp haip stringed musical instrument. 
OE. hearpe = OS. harpa (Du. harp), OHG. 
harfa (G. harfe), ON. harpa :- CGerm. 
(exc. Gothic) *xarpón, whence late L. harpa 
(and the Rom. words derived therefrom). 
So harp vb. OE. hearpian — (M)Du. 
harpen, etc., ON. harpa. 


harpings ha‘ipinz (naut.) wales about the 
bow of a ship. xvir. Earliest in cat harpings 
(Capt. Smith) ropes or cramps serving to 
brace in the shrouds of the lower masts; 
perh. connected with F. harpe (cf. next). 


harpoon hāipū'n barbed spear-like missile. 

XViI (Purchas). - F. harpon, f. harpe dog's 
claw, cramp-iron, clamp - L. harpé, harpa 
= Gr. hdrpé sickle (cf. L. sarpere prune); 
superseded earlier TAarping-IRON (XVI), 
perh. — F. harpin boat-hook, f. harper 
grasp, grapple. Hence harpoonzren!. xvii 
(Purchas). 
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HARPSICHORD 





harpsichord hia-zpsikiid keyboard instru- 
ment of music in which the strings were 
plucked with points. xvir (Cotgr.). -F 
tharpechorde = It. arpicordo, modL. harpi- 
chordium, f. late L. harpa HARP +- chorda 
CHORD ; the intrusive s, found in the earliest 
instances, is of obscure origin. 


harpy hā«pi fabulous monster half woman 
half bird; also transf. xvi. ~(O)F. harpie 
or its source L. harpyia, pl. -i9 - Gr. hár- 
piiiai ‘snatchers’, rel. to harpdzein seize. 


harquebus, arquebus (h)a-1kwibss_ early 
portable gun. xvi. ~ F. (h)arquebuse, ult. 
— MLG. kakebusse (mod. haakbus) or MHG. 
hake(n)bühse (mod. hakenbüchse), which in 
the F. form thaquebusche was adopted in 
Eng. as hakbush xv; f. hake(n) hook 4- bus(se) 
fire-arm (a hook being orig. cast on the gun). 
So (h)a:rquebusre:R. xvi. - F. (f)arque- 
busier; earlier equivs. were hackbushier, 
hackbutter, -buteer. 


harridan he:riden haggard old woman. 
xvii, Recorded first as a cant word; pre- 
sumed to be alteration of F. haridelle old 
jade of a horse, of unkn. origin. 


harrier! hz:rior hound for hunting the 
hare xvi; member of a hare-and-hounds 
team XIX. Early forms hayrere, hetrere, f. 
hayre HARE+ -ER', after (O)F. lévrier, repr. 
medL. lepordrius greyhound, sb. use of lateL. 
adj. f. lepor-, lepus hare; assim. to next. 


harrier’? hz«ria1 one who harries; falcon of 
the genus Circus. xvi. (In the second sense, 
early foems har(r)oer, harrower.) f. HARROW}, 
HARRY -- -ER!, 


harrow! hæ'rou (arch.) rob, despoil. xrrr. 
ME. harwe, herwe, var. of herie HARRY ; in 
ME. often of the spoiling of Hell by Christ. 


harrow? hæ'rou toothed timber-frame 
which is dragged over ploughed land to 
clean it. xir (Cursor M). - ON. *haruyjan, 
prehistoric form of herfi, hervi (Sw. harf, 
hárf, Da. harv), rel. obscurely to MLG., 
MDu. harke (Du. hark) rake. Hence ha:r- 
row vb. xu (Cursor M.); fig. lacerate the 
feelings of xvii (Sh.). 


harry he‘ri make raids OE.; overrun or 
despoil with an army xr (La3.); harass 
xır (Cursor M.). OE. hergian, herian, 
corr. to OF ris. -heria, OS. herión, OHG. 
herjón, ON. herja :- CGerm. (exc. Gothic) 
*varjojan, *xarjon, f. *xarjaz host, army 
(OE. here, MIr. cuire, OPruss. karjis, Lith. 
kürias army, and in Gr. kofranos ‘military 
commander’, lord, king. @ Before back 
vowels (e.g. OE. hergode pt., hergung vbl. sb.) 
OE. g became ME. w, whence the var. HAR- 
ROW!. Conflation with synon. OF. harier, 
her(ryier is probable. 


Harry he'ri male Christian name. xiv 
(Ch.). ME. Herry = OF. Herri, var. (with 
assim. of nr to rr) of Henri :- medL. Hen- 
ricus - OHG,  Heinrik. (G. Heinrich). 


HASHEESH 


Old Harry the Devil (xvi) ; cf. Old Nick. 
By the Lord Harry an oath (xvii). 


harsh haiJ rough to the touch, taste, or 
hearing; repugnant to feeling or esthetic 
taste. xvi. —- MLG. harsch (whence G. 
harsch) rough, lit. ‘hairy’, f. haer HAIR; see 
-ISHl. The early form harrish implies a 
MLG. uncontracted form "Aarisch; the 
form hars in Pinson’s ‘Promptorium Parvu- 
lorum’, if not an error, may repr. LDu. pro- 
nunc. Q Distinct from the synon. karsk XIII 
(Cursor M.), hask (now dial.), which agrees 
in form (though not in sense) with OSw. 
hdrsk, Da. harsk rancid. 


harslet var. of HASLET. 


hart hà:t male of the (red) deer. OE. heort, 
earlier heorot = OS. hirot (Du. hert), OHG. 
hir(u)z (G. hirsch), ON. hjortr (= *herutr) = 
CGerm. (exc. Gothic) *xerutaz. €J An ani- 
mal-name of wide IE. extent; prob. lit. 
‘horned beast’, and based on IE. *kerw- (as 
in L. cervus stag, W. carw hart, OPruss. 
sirwis, OS). sriina roe), rel. ult. to HORN. 


hartal ha‘ital (in India) day of mourning 
used as a form of boycott. xx. — Hindi 
hartal, for hattal ‘locking of shops’ (Skr. 
haffa shop, tálaka lock, bolt). 


hartebeest hà':it(o)bist S. African antelope. 
xvi. Afrikaans (now hartbees), f. Du. hert 
HART ++ beest BEAST. 


harum-scarum heə'rəmsker'rəam adv. 
recklessly XVII; adj. reckless ; also sb. xvir. 
orig. dial. or slang (harum starum, Ray); 
rhyming jingle perh. f. HARE and SCARE; 
sometimes taken as hare ’em, scare ’em. 


harvest hà:ivist autumn, spec. as the season 
for gathering the ripened grain OE.; the 
gathering itself, corn-crop xvi (Tindale). 
OE. harfest — OFris., (M)Du. herfst, OHG. 
herbist (G. herbst autumn, in Upper Ger- 
many, fruit-harvest), ON. kaust n. (orig. m.) 
+ CGerm. (exc. Gothic) *yarbistaz, *-ustaz, 
f. *xarb- :- IE. *karp-, as in L. carpere 
pluck, Gr. karpós fruit, rel. to Olr. cirrim 
(:= *kirpim) I chop off, Lith. kerpù I shear, 
Skr. krpánas sword, -àmi scissors. Hence as 
vb. xiv (Maund.); harvest-uHoMsz bringing 
home the last of the harvest. xvi (Tusser, 
Sh.). 


has see Have. has-been hæ'zbin one whose 
best days are over. XVII (hesbeene). orig. 
Sc.; 3rd sg. pf. ind. of BE. 


hash hæf cut up (meat) small for cooking; 
fig. mangle. xvir. = (O)F. hacher, f. hache 
HATCHET. Hence hash sb. dish of pre- 
viously cooked meat cut small and heated 
with gravy. XVII (Pepys); superseded earlier 
thachee, thach(e)y —- F. hachis, £. hacher + -is 
(:- Rom. *-dticiu-s). 


hasheesh, -ish (also earlier hachish) he: fif 

leaves of Indian hemp for smoking or 
chewing. xvi. —Arab. hashish dry herb, 
hay, powdered hemp-leaves, intoxicant made 
therefrom. 
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HASLET 


haslet hei:slit, harslet ha-sslit pig’s fry, 


pluck of sheep, etc. xIv. — OF. hastelet 
(mod. hdtelet, -lette), dim. of haste (hate) 
spit, roast meat ~ OLG. harst piece of roast 
meat (cf. Du. harst sirloin) = OHG. harst; 
see -LET. 


hasp hesp hinged fastening. OE. hepse, 
hæsp, corr. to MLG. haspe, hespe, OHG. 
haspa (G. haspe), ON. hespa, rel. further to 
MLG., Du. kaspel, OHG. haspil. Ų Most 
of the Germ. langs. show two meanings, 
‘fastening, hinge’ and ‘skein, reel ; whether 
they belong orig. to the same formation is 
doubtful. 


hassock hæ'sək clump of matted vegetation 
OE.; cushion for kneeling or resting the 
feet on, orig. one made from turf or peat 
xvi. OE. Aassuc, of unkn. origin; see -OCK. 
€ Not rel, to W. hesg; see SEDGE. 


hastate hæ'steit spear-shaped. XVHI. ~ L. 
hastátus, £. hasta spear; see YARD!, -ATE?. 


haste heist swiftness of movement; hurry 
xiri (Cursor M.); obligation or eagerness to 
act quickly xiv (Ch.). - OF. Aaste (mod. 
hâte) = WGerm. *yaisti (OE. hæst violence, 
fury, ON. heifst, heipt hate, revenge, Goth. 
haifsts strife ; OE. hæste violent, OFris. háste, 
OHG. heisti powerful) ; of unkn. origin. (Cf. 
POST-HASTE.) @ ‘The OF. word was adopted 
in MDu. as haeste (Du. haast), in MLG. as 
hast, whence G. hast. So haste vb. xI 
(Cursor M). - OF. haster (mod. háter), 
whence also Du. haasten, G. hasten, Sw. 
hasta, etc.; superseded by hasten? hei'sn 
make haste. xvi. Hence hasty heissti 
+speedy ; thurried XIV; precipitate, rash Xv. 


~ OF, hasti, hastif (mod. hátif), £. haste- -if 


“IVE; superseded thastif (cf. jolly, tardy). 

hat het head-covering. OE. hztt, corr. to 
ON. hotir hood, cowl :- Germ. *yxattuz (cf. 
ON. hetta hood := *yatjon) :—- * yadnis ; see 
Hoop. Hence hatter! one who makes 
and/or sells hats. x1v; after (O)F. chapelier, 
f. tchapel, chapeau. 


hatch! hetf half-door, wicket OE. ; traov- 
able planking forming a deck, (now) frame- 
work covering openings in a deck xir 
(implied in AL. Aechia, 1296); flood-gate 
xvi. OE. ha, hecé, corr. to MLG. heck, 


MDu. hecke (Du. hek); f. Germ. *xak-, of 


unkn. origin. 

hatch? het) bring forth from the egg. x111. 
ME. Ahacche, pt. haste, pp. yhaht, iheyst 
and hacchid, hetchid, points to an OE. 
*heééan, rel. to MHG. hecken, Sw. hácka, 
Da. hekke, of unkn. origin. 


hatch? hætf inlay xv; engrave lines on xvi. 
— (OJF. hacher, £. hache HATCHET. 


hatchel hae:tí! flax-comb. xvir. Later var, 
of hetchel, ME, hechele, hechil (xt11) = OE. 
*hecel, corr. to (M)LG., (M)Du. hekel, 
(MHG. hechel i - WGerm. * xakila, f. * xak- 
HOOK. Cf. HACKLE, HECKLE. 


hatchet het-Jit small or light axe. xiv. 
-(O)F. hachette, dim. of hache axe = Pr, 


HAUNT 


apcha += med L. hapia- Germ. * xapja (OHG. 


happa, heppa sickle-shaped knife); see -ET. 


hatchment hæ'tfmənt escutcheon. XVI. 
Early forms (h)achement, achivment, shorten- 
ing of ACHIEVEMENT stressed on the first syll. 


hate heit hold in strong dislike. OE. hatian 
== OFris. katia, OS. haton (Du. haten), 
OHQG. hazzón, -én (G. hassen), ON. hata, 
Goth. hatan :- CGerm. *xatójan, *-àjan, 
f. base of *yatis- (see below). So hate sb. 
XIII; partly = ON. atr, partly f. hate vb. 
under the infl. of hatred hei‘trid x11 (ME. 
haterede(n), f. the vb.-stem---RED). Both 
sbs. superseded OE. synon. Aete (to xir) — 
OS. keti, OHG. kaz (G. hass), ON. Aatr, 
Goth. katis :- CGerm. * yatis- += IE. *kades- 
(cf. Oscan cadeis of enmity, and, with vowel- 
variation, Av. sGdra-, Gr. kédos suffering, 
W. cawdd anger, insult, trouble, and with -t- 
suffix, W. cas, Olr. caiss hatred). 


Hattic hz-tik pert. to the Hatti, contermi- 
nous or partly identical with the Hittites. 
xx. f. Assyrian and Hittite Khatti+--ic. 


hauberk h5-baik defensive armour for 
neck and shoulders. xim. - OF. Aauberc, 
also holberc, earlier hausberc = Pr. ausberc 
(whence It. osbergo) :- Frankish *halsberg 
(= OHG. halsberc, OE. healsbeorg, ON. 
*halsbjorg), f. hals neck (cf. COLLAR) + *berg- 
protect (cf. HARBOUR). 


haugh hay, haf (Sc. and north.) flat land by 
a river side. ME. hawch, hawgh, prob. t= 
OE. Aealh corner, nook, rel. to holh HOLLOW. 


haughty hé-ti lofty and disdainful; temi- 
nent, exalted; thigh. xvi. Extension with 
-¥1 of fhaught, earlier haut (xv) — (O)F. haut 
high :- L. altus high (cf. oLp), infl. by Germ. 
* yaux- HIGH. The sp. with gh was induced 
by assim. to words in which the sound de- 
noted by it had become mute, or to high, 
height. Q Haught was preceded by thautain 
(xiir) — (O)F. hautain. 


haul hdl pull, drag; trim (sails) xvi; (of the 
wind) veer xvi. Earliest form hall; var. of 
HALE”. For the sp. with au cf. crawl. So 
hau-lizz. xv (hallier) - OF. hallier, f. hal(D)er. 


haulm, halm him, ham stems or stalks. 
OE. halm (healm) = OS., OHG. (Du., G.) 
halm, ON. hdlmr = CGerm. (exc. Gothic) 

* yalmaz :~ IE. *kolmos; cf. L. culmus haulm, 
Gr. kdlamos (whence L. calamus) reed, 
OSI. slama, Russ. soldéma straw; cf. CULM}. 


haunch hinJ, hàn| part of the body be- 

tween the last ribs and the thigh. xir 
(AncrR.). -(O)F. hanche = Pr., Sp., It. 
anca, of Germ. origin (cf. LG, hanke hind 
leg of a horse). 


haunt hint, (old-fashioned) hant tpractise 
habitually; resort (to) habitually x11; fre- 
quent the company of xv ; visit frequently 
XVI (spec. of ghosts, Sh.). = (O)F. hanter 

~ Germ. *yaimatjan (repr. by OE., hämettan 
provide with a Pnn house, ON. heimta 
get home, recover), f, *yaimaz HOME, 
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HAUSA 


Hausa also Haussa, H(a)oussa hau'sa people 
of northern Nigeria and the Sudan, and 
their language (much used commercially). 


haussmannize hau:smonaiz open out the 
streets, etc., of (a town). xix. f. the name 
of Baron  Eugéne-Georges Haussmann, 
who when prefect of the Seine (1853—70) 
remodelled a great part of Paris ; see -IZE. 


haustellum histe-lom (zool.) proboscis of an 
insect, etc. Xix. modL. dim. of L. haustrum 
machine for drawing water, f. haust-, haurire 
(see EXHAUST). So haustorium -d-riom 
(bot.) sucker of a parasitic plant. XIX. 
modL., f. late L. haustor drainer ; see -ORIUM. 


hautboy hou-boi wooden wind instrumcnt. 
XVI. — F. hautbois, f. haut high-+bots wood 
(see BUSH); so named from its high pitch. 
Superseded by OBOE. 


hauteur ou:t3i, |lotér loftiness of manner. 
XVIL F., f. haut high 4- -eur -oR*. 


haut goût see Hoco. 


havana həvæ'nə cigar of a kind made in 
Cuba. xix. f. name of the capital of Cuba 
(Sp. Habana); cf. F. havane. 


have hzv, (h)ev pt, pp. had hed, (h)oad 
the most general vb. denoting possession. 
GE. habban, pt. hefde, pp. (ge)hefd = OFris. 
hebba, héde, hev(e)d, OS. hebbian, habda, 
habd (Du. hebben, hadde, gehad), OHG. ha- 
bén, habéta, gihabet (G. haben, hatte, gehabt), 
ON. hafa, hafóa, haft, Goth. haban, habaida, 
-habaida (fem.) :- CGerm. *xabén, * xabda, 
*^ayabdaz, prob. rel. to *yabjan (IE. *kap-) 
HEAVE (connexion with L. habére have, either 


as cogn. or by adoption therefrom, is doubt- ` 


ful). In OE. all parts of the present had -bb- 
*-57-), exc. the and and 3rd sg. hafast, 
hatap beside hefst, hefb, which became in 
ME. havest, haveth, and hafst, haf hb, whence 
(from XIII) hast hæst, (h)ast, hath hep, 
(h)ap, while v was levelled out into other 
parts. In weak-stress conditions v tended 
to disappear, whence ME. inf. han, ha, Sc. 
hae; loss of k resulted in the reduction of 
the inf. to n, the final term being its entire 
loss, asin Sc. J wad been I would have been, 
she might been. Q Like be and do, this verb 
in all the Germ. langs. came to be used con- 
textually as a fixed element of predication, 
and esp. as an auxiliary of tense, forming 
generalized tenses corr. to the L. perfect 
tenses, e.g. I have, had, shall have, to have 
given, L. dedi, dederam, dedero, dedisse. 


haven hei-v(s)n harbour (now rhet. or fig. 
exc. a3 in place-names). Late OE. hefen, 
hafne (xi) =- ON. hafnar, hofn (hafn) = 
MLG., MDu. havene, Du. haven (whence 
G. hafen), rel, to (O)Ir. cuan curve, bend, re- 
cess, bay = Gael. cuan ocean t- *kopno-. 


haversack he'vaisek stout canvas bag 
slung over the shoulder, orig. for a soldier's 
day rations. XVIII. ~ F. havresac = G. haber- 
sack orig. bag in which cavalry carried the 
oats for their horses, f. kaber oats (OHG. 
habaro; modG. hafer is - LG)+ sack SACK. 


HAY 


Haversian hov5-ision (anat.) pert. to struc- 
tures in bones discovered by Clopton Havers, 
Eng. anatomist (d. 1702); see -IAN. XIX. 


haversine he-vaisain (math.) half the 
versed sine. XIX (introduced by J. Inman, 
1835). contr. of HALF, VERSED, SINE. 


havildar he:vildiz sepoy non-commis- 
sioned officer. xix. - Hind,, Pers. hawàldàr 
f. hawála charge-- Pers. -dàr holding. 


havoc hæ'vək in phr. cry havoc give the 
order ‘havoc’, sound the signal for spolia- 
tion; hence make havoc (of) plunder, devas- 
tate. XV. —- AN. havok (phr. crier havok x1v), 
alteration of OF. Aavo(t), of unkn. origin. 
q For the final cons. cf. HADDOCK. 


haw! hd fruit of the hawthorn. OE. haga, 
identical in form with haga hedge, fence (see 
HEDGE), connexion with which appears to be 
shown by the forms of haw'THORN, OE. 
haga-, haguborn = MDu. hagedorn (Du. haag- 
doorn), MHG. hagendorn (G. hagedorn), ON. 
hagporn; cf. OE, hegporn ‘hedge-thorn’. 


haw? hd nictitating membrane in a horse’s 
(dog’s, etc.) eye; inflamed state of this. xv. 


haw? hō utterance marking hesitation; also 
as vb. xvir. Duplicated, as haw-haw, which 
is also used to denote boisterous laughter 
and affected superiority of utterance. XIX. 


hawk! hidk bird of prey used in falconry. 
OE. hafoc, heafoc, earlier habuc, habuc — 
OFris. havek, OS. habuk (Du. havik), OHG. 
habuh (G. habicht), ON. haukr :- CGerm. 
(exc. Goth.) *xabukaz, rel. to Pol. Robuz, 
Russ. Adbets species of hawk or kite. Hence 
hawk vb. xiv. 


hawk? hidk plasterer's hod. xiv. Of unkn. 
origin. Q The use of F. oiseau (bird) in this 
sense suggests identity with prec. 


hawk? hōk clear the throat noisily. xvi 
(Mulcaster, Stanyhurst, Sh.). prob. imit. 


hawker hd-kasx itinerant seller. xvi. prob. 
= LG. (cf. MLG. hoker, LG. hóker, Du. 
heuker); see HUCKSTER. Hence, by back- 
formation, hawk* vb. xvi. 


hawse hiz (naut.) part of the bows of a ship 
xiv (Sandahl); space about the stem of 
a vessel, situation of cables there xvt. Early 
form halse (in AL. halsa xiv), prob. = ON. 
hdls neck, ship’s bow, front sheet of a sail, 
rope’s end (= OE. heals neck, prow; cf. 
COLLAR). 


hawser hd-zor (naut.) large rope. xiv. 
- AN. haucer, hauceour (in AL. haucerus, 
ausorus, auncerus), f£. OF. haucier (mod. 
hausser) hoist = Pr. alsar, etec. += Rom. 
*altiãre, f. L. altus high (cf. OLD); see -ER?. 


hawthorn see HAW’. 


hay! hei grass cut and dried. OE. hég, hieg, 
hig = OF ris. hd, hé, OS. hói, OHG: heut, 
houwi (Du. hooi, G. heu), ON. hey (whence 
the native word was reinforced), Goth. hawi 


= CGerm. *xaujam, f. *xauwan cut down, 
HEW. 
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hay* hei (arch., dial) hedge. OE. hedade 


*vaziz, f. *vaz-, as in HAW!, HEDGE. Hence 
(hist.) hay:BorE. xir (right to take) wood 
for the repair of fences. 


hay? bei (hist) winding country dance. 
XVI (Skelton). Of uncertain origin; perh. 
- F. (cf. haye d'allemaigne xv). Also thay 
de guy or guise XVI (Skelton, Spenser). 


haysel hei-sal (E. Anglia) hay season. xvii. 
f. HAY!--sele, OE. s&l time, season (cf. 
SILLY). 


hayward hei'woid officer having charge of 
fences and enclosures. xim (AncrR.). f. 
ME. heie, haie, OE. hege ; HAY?-- wARD!. 


hazard ha'zojid game at dice xur; chance, 
venture XIV; risk, peril; winning opening in 
a tennis-court, Tpocket of a billiard table 
xvi. -(O)F. hasard—- Sp. azar - Arab. 
azzahr, azzàr gaming die. So ha:zard vb., 
ha:zardovs. xvi. — F. hasarder, hasardeux. 


haze! heiz Tthick fog; thin mist. xvirr. 
prob., along with kaze vb. drizzle (xvir), 
back-formation from earlier hazy hei'zi adj. 
(orig. naut.) Tfoggy, (now) misty (xvir), of 
which the earliest forms hawsey, heysey, 
haizy, beside hasie, hazy, together with chro- 
nological uncertainty, make the problem 
of origin difficult. 


haze? heiz (dial.) frighten, scare, scold, beat 
XVII; (naut.) harass with excessive work; 
(U.S.) subject to brutal horseplay xix. In 
the first sense preceded by (dial) hazen 
(early xvi). OF. Aaser tease, anger, insult, 
has been compared. 


hazel heizl small nut-tree, Corylus OE.; 
reddish-brown colour of the ripe hazel-nut 
(OE. heselhnutu) xvi (hasell eyes, Sh.). OE. 
hasel, corr. to MDu. hase] (Du. hazelaar 
hazel tree, hazelnoot hazel nut), OHG. hasal, 
-ala (G. hasel), ON. hasl (also hesli, whence 
Sc. heexle) :-. CGerm.( exc. Goth.) *xasa- 
lagz :- IE. *kosolos, *koselos, whence also 
L. corylus, -ulus (Rom. forms are based on 
a var. *colurus), (O)Ir. coll, W. collen. Hence 
ha:zel-HEN. xvii. — Du. haselhoen, G. hasel- 
huhn, so called from the reddish-brown 
colour; so -GROUSE XVIII. 


hazel? heirzl kind of freestone. xvir. First 
in hazel ground, poss. named from its colour 
and so a transf. use of prec. But the adj. 
ha-zelly! consisting of a mixture of sand, 
clay, and earth, is earlier (late xvi). 


he! hi, hi 3rd sg. m. pers. pron. OE. he, hé = 
OFris. hi, he, OS. hi, he, hie; f. Germ. 
demons. stem * yi-, repr. also in OHG. (Fran- 
conian) er, her, hé he, d. himo, also hiuru (:- 
*hiu jdru), G. heuer this year, OHG. hiutu 
(1- *hiu tagu this day = OE. hiodeg, OS. 
hiudiga), G. heute today, Pr.ON. hino, ON. 
(h)inn him, hinig (+= *hin veg) ‘this way’, 
hither, hit (:- *hiat) hither, Goth. himma 
to him, hina him, himma daga today. See 
also HIM, HIS, HITHER, HENCE, IT. The ult. IE. 
*h;- *ko- 1s repr. also in L. cs on this side, 


HEAP 


demons. particle -ce, Olr. cé this, Lith. fis, 


OSI. st this (Russ. sez), Gr. elke? (loc.) there. 


he? hi excl. of laughter, usu. repeated he he, 
he he he, OE. he he; cf. L. he, hæ, G. hehehe. 


head hed anterior (in man, upper) part of 
the body, containing the mouth, sense 
organs, and brain; various transf. uses. OE. 
héafod = OF ris. haved, hdd, OS. hétid (Du. 
hoofd), OHG. houbit (G. haupt), ON. haufuð, 
hofuó, Goth. haubip :- CGerm. *xaubuóam, 
-idam the relation of which with L. caput, 
Gr. kephalé head, Skr. kapálam skull, is not 
clear. Hence hea:drAND strip of land left 
at the head of furrows OE. (héafodland); 
promontory xvi. hea-dman chief. OE. 
héafodmann (a CGerm. comp.). hea:d- 
QUA-RTERSXVII ; cf. G.hauptquartier. hea:ds- 
MAN tchief xIV; executioner xv1I (Sh.); f. g. 
of head. hea:dsTRONG violently self-willed. 
xıv (Trevisa). hea:dwav motion ahead or 
forward xvii; for *aheadway (f. AHEAD). 
hea‘dy! headlong (flit. and fig.) xiv (Wycl. 
Bible). 


-head hed ME.- héd(e), repr OE. *-hédu, 
mutated form corr. to -hád -HooD, and used 
alongside it from xin, but surviving in 
present Eng. only in godhead and (arch.) 
maidenhead; orig. attached to adjs., as bold- 
hede, fairhede, but extended later to sbs., as 
knyhthede, manhede, maydenhede, womman- 
hede (all used by Ch.). Pseudo-arch. are 
beastlyhead, DREARIHEAD (Spenser), lowli- 
head (Tennyson). 


headborough he'dba:rou (hist.) head of a 
tithing or frankpledge, (later) petty con- 
stable. xv (Promp. Parv.). f. HEAD +borough, 
OE. borh pledge (see BORROW); repl. frith- 
borgesheued (x11) head of the frithborh or 
frankpledge. 


headlong he:dlog headforemost, precipi- 
tately. xv. Alteration, by assoc. with ALONG, 
of theadling (x111), f. HEAD+-LING? (as in 
OE. becling backwards); cf. sidelong. 


heal hil make whole, cure. OE. h&lan = 
OF ris. héla, OS. hélian (Du. heelen), OHG. 
heilan (G. heilen), ON. heila, Goth. hailjan 
t- CGerm. *xailjan, f. *xailaz WHOLE. 


health help soundness of body, mind, or 
spirit OE. ; toast drunk to a person's wel- 
fare xvI (Sh.). OE. halp — OHQG. heilida :- 
W Germ. *yailipa, f. Germ. *xailaz WHOLE ; 
see -TH!. Hence hea:‘Ithrut' salubrious xiv 
(Trevisa); having good health xvi (super- 
seded in this sense by hea-Ithy! xvi). 


heap hip collection of things lying one upon 
another; Tgreat company OE.; (colloq.) a 
great deal xvi1 (earlier pl. xvi). OE. héap — 
OFris. hap, OS. hóp (Du. hoop ; cf. FORLORN 
HOPE), OHG. houf :- WGerm. *xaupaxz (not 
in Gothic; Icel. hópr is from LG.), rel. to 
MLG. Atipe, OHG. hifo (G. haufen):- 
Germ. *yüpon; IE. *kiip- is repr. also by 
OSI. kupit, Lith. katipas heap. Hence as vb. 
OE. héapian (cf. OHG. houfon). 
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HEAR 


HEAVEN 





hear hio: pt., pp. heard hérd perceive sound 
(intr. and trans.); listen (to); get to know, 
be told. OE. Anglian héran, WS. hieran — 
OFris. héra, hóra, OS. hórian (Du. hooren), 
OHG. horren (G. héren), ON. heyra, Goth. 
hausjan x CGerm. *xauzjan, dubiously 
connected with Gr. alkotiein hear. Hence 
hearsay hia‘isei report, rumour. XVI. orig. 
in phr. by hear say, tr. OF. par ouir dire 
(now oui-dire), i.e. par by (PER), owir hear 
(+ L. audire), dire say (:— L. dicere). 


hearken, U.S. harken ha-ikn (arch.) listen 
(to). OE. hercnian, heorcnian, f. *he(o)rcian ; 
see HARK, -EN?. The sp. with ea is due to 
assoc, with hear. 


hearse hiis catafalque placed over a bier 
at a funeral xiv (Ch.); fbier, coffin, grave 
xvii (Sh.); funeral carriage xvi. — (O)F. 
herse harrow, portcullis (so in Eng. in the 
form herse), triangular frame for candles (in 
AL hercia x11) = It. erpice :- medL. erpica, 
Rom. *herpica, for L. (h)irpicem, nom. (h)ir- 
pex large rake used as a harrow, f. Samnite 
(hyirpus wolf, with ref. to the teeth. 


heart hait bodily organ controlling the 
circulation of the blood, and regarded as the 
oe. vital functions, the seat of affec- 
tions, “tlesires, thoughts OE.; dear person; 
innermost part XIII (so h. of oak XVII); vital 
part; tstomach xvi. OE. heorte = OFris. 
herte, OS. herta (Du. hart), OHG. herza (G. 
herz), ON. hjarta, Goth. hairtó :- CGerm. 
* xerton (wk. n., which became wk. fem. in 
OE. and OFris.), The IE. base *kérd- *krd- 
is repr. also by Gr. kér (:— *kérd), kardia, 
kradid, L. cord-, cor (cf. CORDIAL), OSI. 
sridice, sriidice (Russ. sérdce), Lith. sirdis, 
OPruss. seyr, acc. siran, Olr. cride, W. 
craidd, Arm. sirt; the synon. Skr. hrd, Av. 
zaraóaya, repr. a similar base with a different 
initial consonant. Hence hea-rtgN^. xvi; 


repl. ME. herte, OE. hiertan. 


hearth haip floor on which a fire is made. 
OE. heorhb = OF ris. herth, herd, OS. herth 
(Du. haard), OHG. hert (G. herd): 
WGerm. *yerpa, which has been specula- 
tively connected with L. carbé coal, CARBON, 
and cremdre burn, CREMATE. 


heat hit quality or condition of being hot. 
OE. h#@tu = OF ris. héte, MDu. héte, OHG. 
heizi ~~ WGerm. *yxaitin, f£. Germ. *xaitaz 
HOT ; also OE. hte (:— *xaitja) ; forms from 
other grades of the base are OS. hittia (Du. 
hitte), OHG. hizza (G. hitze), ON. hiti, 
Goth. heitō (fever). So heat vb. OE. 
h&tan — (M)Du. héten, OHG. heigen, heizen 
(G. heizen), ON. heita :- Germ. *xaitjan. 


heath! hip open waste land. OE. ha), corr. 
to OS. hétha, MLG., MDu. héde, MHG. 
heide (Du. heide, hei, G. heide), ON. heiór, 
Goth. haipi:- CGerm. * yaipiz :- IE. *kait-, 
repr. also by Gaul. céto- in place-names, 
OW. coit (W. coed) wood, forest. 


heath’ hip plant of the genus Erica. OE. 
h&p — OS. héth(i)a, (M)LG., (M)Du. heide, 


OHG. heida (G. heide) :- WGerm. *xaipjó ; 
f. prec. 


heathen bi-ó(o)n not Christian, Jewish, or 
Mohammedan. OE. Azpen — OFris. hé- 
thin, OS. héthin (Du. heiden), OHG. heidan 
(G. heide), ON. heiüinn, in Goth. repr. by 
haipno Gentile woman (Mark vii 26, Gr. 
Hellénis) ; gen. regarded as a spec. Christian 
use (perh. originating in Gothic) of Germ. 
adj. *xaipanaz, *xaibpinaz inhabiting open 
country, savage, repr. by the ethnic and 
personal names Khaideinoi people of W. 
Scandinavia (Ptolemy), OE. (mid) Hzpnum 
(‘Widsith’ 81), ON. Heiniy (:- *Heiónir), 
OHG. Heidanrih; f. *xaipiz nEATH!; see 
-EN?. Q Connexion with L. ethnici, Gr. 
ethnikoí ETHNIC, with which the word was 
often pop. identified, has been suggested but 
not proved. Hence hea:thenpom OE. 
h&bendom, hea:thenisu! OE. hapenisé; 
both CGerm. exc. Gothic. 


heather heda1 species of Erica, otherwise 
called ling. xiv. Sc. and north. hathir, 
haddyr, hadder, hedder; the form hadder or 
hather (now north. dial.) prevailed in Eng. 
use from xvi to XVIII, when heather is first 
recorded ; of unkn. origin, perh. repr. earlier 
*háddre; the present literary form appears 
to be due to assim. to HEATH! or ?, 


heave hiv (obs. dial. or techn.) lift, raise 
OE. ; cause to rise, throw, cast, haul up XVI; 
intr. rise xIV. OE, hebban (pres. ind. hebbe, 
hefest, hefeb, hebbap), pt. hof, hafen, pp. 
hafen — OFris. heva, hóf, heven, OS. heb- 
bian, hof, haben (Du. heffen, hief, geheven), 
OHG. heffen, huob, gihaben (G. heben, hob, 
gehoben), ON. hefja, hóf, hafinn, Goth. hafjan, 
hof, hafans :- CGexm. *xabjan, *xóf, *xa- 
bana-, rel. to L. capere(pres. ind. capio, capis, 
capit, capiunt} take. The pres. ind. forms in 
f (v) were early levelled out, in some regions 
by infl. of ON. hefja; pt. (with analogical 
pp.) hove survives in some uses, but for the 
most part weak forms of pt. and pp., already 


found in late OE. (hefde, hefod), prevailed. 


heave ho hiv hou sailor’s call in hauling on 
a rope. XIX. Preceded by heave and ho, theue 
and how(e) XVI-XVII, and earlier theuelow 
theuylaw X11I—xv, which was assoc. with rum- 
below; prob. imper. of HEAVE coupled with 
HO (the earlier Jaw may be Low? adj.). 


heaven he-v(s)n sky, firmament; region of 
space beyond the sky; habitation of God 
and his angels, and of beatified spirits; 
Divine Providence, God OE. ; state of bliss 
XIV (Ch., PPl). OE. heofon, earlier hefen, 
heben, in late OE. heofone; corr. to OS. 
heban, ON. himinn (inflected stem hifn- z= 
*hibn-), Goth. himins; parallel formations 
with /-sufhx are OFris. himul, OS., OHG. 
himil (Du. hemel, G. himmel; Sw., Da. him- 
mel is from LG.), beside MLG. hemelte, 
OHG. himilizi roof, vault (for the sense cf. 
OE. hüsheofon, heofonhüs ceiling) ; the rela- 
tion of these forms and their ult. origin are 
disputed. 


[433] 


HEAVISIDE 


Heaviside he’visaid name of Oliver Heavi- 


side (1850-1925) applied to a layer of the 
atmosphere supposed to aid the transmission 
of wireless waves. 

heavy hevi having weight. OE. hefig = 
OS. hebig (Du. hevig), OHG. hebig, ON. 
hofugr, hofigr :- CGerm. (exc. Gothic) *xa- 
buga-, * xabiza-, f. *xabiz (OE. hefe) weight, 
f. *xabjan HEAVE ; see -Y!, 

hebdomadal hebdo:modol Tlasting seven 
days xvi1; weekly xvin. - late L. hebdoma- 
dàlis, f. hebdomad-, -as (whence he:bdo- 
mad xvi) — Gr. hebdomds, f. heptd SEVEN. 
So hebdo-madary (eccl) religious who 
takes his or her weekly turn in officiating at 
divine service. xv. —ecciL. hebdomadarius. 


Hebe hi-bi daughter of Zeus and Hera, 
goddess of youth and spring, and cup- 
bearer of Olympus; transf. waitress. XVII. 
Personification of Gr. hébé youthful prime. 


hebetate he-biteit make blunt. xvi. f. pp. 
stem of L. hebetáre, f. hebet-, hebes blunt; 
see -ATE?., 

Hebrew bhrbrü belonging to the Semitic 
race descended from Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob; Jewish; their language. xir. ME. 
ebreu- OF. ebreu, ebrieu (mod. hébreu) 
= medL. Ebrēus, for L. Hebræus — late Gr. 
Hebraios — Aram. ‘ebra@yd, for Heb. ‘ibri lit. 
‘one from the other side’ (sc. of the river), 
f. 'éber the region on the other or opposite 
side, f. 'ábar cross or pass over. So Hebraic 
hibreiik. xiv. — ChrL. Hebraicus — late Gr. 
Hebraikós, f. Hebra-, based on the Aram. 
form. He-braism. xvi. - F. or modL. 
He-braisr xvii; earlier Hebri:ciAN xvi. 

Hecate he:koti Gr. goddess (as identified 
with Persephone taken to preside over 
witchcraft). — Gr. Hekdté, fem. of hékatos 
far-darting, an epithet of Apollo; formerly 
also disyllabic (as always, exc. once, in Sh., 
and in Milton ‘Comus’ 135 Hecat’). 


hecatomb he:kotoum, -tiim sacrifice of many 
victims. xvi. —L. hecatombé-Gr. hekatémbé, 
f. hekatén HUNDRED + bods ox (see Cow’). 


heckle he:kl north. and E. Anglian form of 
HACKLE, xv. Hence heckle vb. dress (flax 
or hemp) with a heckle xv; examine search- 
ingly; harass (a candidate, speaker) with 
questions XiX (orig. Sc.). 

hectic he-ktik of a wasting fever attended 
by flushed cheeks xIV; consumptive, wast- 
ing, feverish xvii; feverishly active, exciting 
xx. ME. etik - OF. etique — Sp., It. etico 
- late L. hecticus — Gr. hektikós habitual, 
hectic, consumptive, f. héxis habit, state of 
body or mind, f. ékhein intr. (with adv.) be 
(in such-and-such a state); superseded xvi 
by the mod. form - F. hectique or late L.; 
cf. EPOCH. 

hect(o)- he:kt(ou) F., contr. of Gr. hekatón 
HUNDRED, esp. in terms of the metric system, 
as hectare, hectolitre, hectometre. XIX. 

hector he:ktor: play the bully, bully. xvir. 
f. Hector name of ‘the prop or stay of Troy’, 
son of Priam and Hecuba, husband of 


HEGIRA 


Andromache, sb. use of Gr. adj. héktor 
holding fast, f. ékhein hold. f. the use of the 
sb. (common in late xvr) for ‘swaggering 
fellow’, ‘swashbuckler’. 


hedge hed3 row of bushes forming a boun- 
dary. OE. hegg, *heég = EFris. hegge, MDu. 
hegghe (Du. heg), oe hegga, hecka (G. 
hecke) t- WGerm. *xagjó, rel. to HAW!, HAY?. 
Hence he-dgenoc. xv; so named from fre- 
quenting hedgerows and its pig-like snout. 
he-dgerow. xvi; in OE. heggeréwe. 

hedonism hi-danizm doctrine that pleasure 
is the highest good. xix. f. Gr. hédoné 
pleasure (see SWEET)+-1ISM. So he-donist. 


-hedron he:dron, hrdron repr. n. sg. (used 
sb.) of Gr. adjs. ending in -edros, f. hédrd 
SEAT, base, in comps. with numerals, as hexa- 
hedron ; corr. adjs. end in -Aedral, T-hedrical. 

heed hid have a care, take notice OE.; care 
for xur OE. hédan = OS. hédian (Du. 
hoeden), OHG. huoten (G. hiiten) > WGerm. 
*xodjan, f. *xóda care, keeping (OFris., 
MLG. köde, OHG. huota, G. hut}. The 
regular pt. and pp. would have been *hed; 
the form heeded dates from xvi. Hence 
heed sb. xiii (Cursor M.). 

hee-haw hi-hd conventional representation 
of the bray of an ass; loud coarse laugh. 
xix. imit. Cf. G. tah, tika, tgigag, and 
the vb. vahen, teigachen, Du. giegagen. 

heel? hil hinder part of the foot OE.; also 
various transf. uses, the earliest of which is 
‘bottom crust’ xiv (PPI].). OE. héla, h#la, 
corr. to OFris. héla, MDu. hiele (Du. hiel), 
ON. hell x Germ. *xàxil- :— *xapyil-, f. 
*xagx- (whence OE. hóh heel, hoh|sinu 
HOUGH, ON, Ahád|mót ankle-joint), ult. rel. to 
Lith. kinka, Lett. cinksla hough. 

heel? hil incline to one side. xvi. prob. 
evolved from fheeld, thield through appre- 
hending final d as a pt.-pp. suffix. OE. 
hieldan = OS. of|heldtan, MDu. helden 
(Du. hellen) :- WGerm. *xalpja, f. *xalbaxz 
(OE. heald inclined, OFris., OHG. hald, 
ON. hallr, with rel. sbs. OFris., MLG. 
helde, OHG. halda, ON. hallr slope, Goth. 
vilja|halpei inclination of mind). 

hefty he-fti weighty, ee xi. Of 
U.S. and dial. origin; f. (dial.) heft weight 
which is prob. analogically f. heave, after 
cleft/cleave, weft/weave, etc.; see -¥". 


hegemony hidze-moni, hig- leadership, 
predominant authority, as of one state of a 
union, etc. xvi (aegemonie ; rare before XIX). 
— Gr. h&gemoníà, f. hégemón leader, f. héget- 
sthai lead, rel. to L. sdgire track, Germ. 
*sOkjan SEEK; cf. F. hégémonie (xix) and see 
-MONY. 

hegira, hejira he:dziro Mohammedan era. 
XVI. ~medL. hegira (whence F. hégire, Sp. 
hegira, It. egira)- Arab. hyrah departure 
from one’s country and friends (spec. 
alhijrat the flight of Mohammed from 
Mecca to Medina, from which the Moham- 
medan era is reckoned), f. kajara separate, 
go away. 
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HEIFER 


heifer he-for young cow (that has not 
calved). OE. heahfore, heahfru, -fre, o 
unkn. origin. Early forms show threefold 
development; heyfer, hayfor, repr. by the 
present sp.; hekfore, surviving late in dial. ; 

heffre, -our, repr. by the present pronunc. 

heigh hei excl of encouragement. XVI 
(Jonson, Sh.). Later sp. of ME. he (xir), 
heh (xv); cf. OF. hé. Also, esp. in Sc. forms 
hech, hegh, expressing displeased surprise, 
sorrow, etc. So heigh-ho (xv1) excl. of weari- 
ness or disappointment. See also HEY. 

heighday see HEYDAY. 

height hait quality of being high; high 
point. OE. héhpbu, (WS. hiehbu) = MDu. 
hogede, hoochte (Du. hoogte), OHG. hohida, 
Goth. hauhipa :- CGerm. *xauyipo; see 
HIGH, -TH!, Dissimilation of -hp (-55) to -ht 
(-3t), orig. northern, appears before 1300; cf. 
drouth, drought, sleighth, sleight; hight (see 
-T?) was a common sp. XVI-XVII, and dial. 
highth, the form used by Milton, in xvii. 
The development of & to i 1s evidenced 
about 1300, whence the present pronunc. 
(cf. HIGH); the present sp. repr. the older 
pronunc. with ei. Hence heigh:ten®. xvi. 

heinous hei'nas hateful. xtv (Ch.). - OF. 
haineus, f. haine hatred, f. hair - Germ. 
* vatjan, rel. to *xatójan HATE; see -OUS. 

heir cor one who succeeds or is entitled to 
succeed to an estate. XIII. ME. eir, eyr 
— OF. eir, heir (later, hoir) = Pr. her :- late L. 
hérem, for earlier hérédem, nom. hérés. 
Hence hei:ress!. xvit. heirLoow. xv. 
hejira see HEGIRA. 

hele hil + hide, keep secret OE.; (local) cover 
(with earth-tiles), xir. OE. Aellan, helian 
— OS. heilian, OHG. -hellen :- WGerm. 
*haljan f. * yel- * yal- * yul- :- IE. *hel, repr. 
in L. celdre, Gr. kalýptein hide. 

helianthus hiliz-npos sunflower genus. 
xvi. modL., f. Gr. hélios suN-+dnthos 
flower (cf. polyanthus). 

Helicon he-likon mountain in Beotia, 
which, sacred to the Muses, is associated 
along with its fountains with poetical in- 
spiration. XVI (Eliconys waters). 

helicopter he likopto: flying machine sus- 
tained by lifting screws. XIX. — F. héli- 
coptére, f. Gr. heliko-, HELIx+-pterdn wing 
(FEATHER). 

helio- hi-liou, hilio: repr. comb. form of Gr. 
hélios SUN, as in he:liocE:NTRIC )( geocentric 
XVII; so F. he'lioGRAPH various apparatus 
involving exposure to sun’s rays XIX; 
-GRA'PHIC, relating to helio'GRAPHY de- 
scription of the sun XVIII; use of the sun’s 
light for engraving, etc. xix; helio-METER 
instrument for measuring the sun’s dia- 
meter. XVIII. —F. héliométre (Bouguer, 
1747). he-liostat -stzet apparatus for re- 
flecting the light of the sun. xvirr. - modL. 
heliostata, V. héliostat (Gr. statós standing, 
f. *sta- STAND). heliotro:pic turning in a 
particular manner under the influence of 
light. xix; -o-tropisM. 
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HELMINTHOLOGY 


heliotrope hi-listroup, he:l- plant of which 


the flowers turn towards the sun, e.g. for- 
merly, sunflower, marigold, now the genus 
Heliotropium xvil; green variety of quartz, 
so called because if thrown into water ‘it 
changeth the raies of the Sun by way of 
reuerberation into a bloudie colour’ (Hol- 
land) xvi. — L. héliotropium, medL. also elio- 
tropus, -tropius, etc. (formerly used in Eng.), 
- Gr. héliotrópion, f. hélios SUN + -tropos 
turning, trépein turn (cf. TROPE). 


helium hrliom (chem.) gaseous element. 


xix. f. Gr. hélios suN (see -1UM); so named 
from the discovery of its existence in the 
solar spectrum by Lockyer in 1868. 


helix hi-liks, he-liks spiral object. xvi. = L. 


helix (helic-) - Gr. hélix (-ik-), £. IE. *wel- 
roll (cf. voLUTE, WALLOWw). Hence he-licar! 
spiral. xvir. he-licoip screw-shaped, spiral. 
XVII. = modL, - Gr. 


heli hel abode of the dead, Hades; place or 


state of punishment after death. OE. hel(I) 
— OFris. helle, OS. hell(j)a (Du. hel), OHG. 
hella (G. hélle), ON. hel, Goth. halja :- 
CGerm. *yaljé, f. *xal- *yel- *xul- cover, 
conceal (OE. helian, helan, mod. dial. heal, 
heel, as in agric., OF ris. hela, OS., OHG. 
helan, etc.; OE. hyllan, Goth. huljan, etc.). 
Q The IE. base is repr. also in HALL, HELM}, 
HULL!; CONCEAL, CELL, CELLAR; CLANDES- 
TINE, COLOUR, OCCULT ; SUPERCILIOUS. 


hellebore he'liböər species of plant of the 


genera Helleborum and Veratrum. XIV 
(preceded by eleboryne xiu) MIE. el(l)ebre, 
eleure (Gower has ele:borum) - OF. ellebre, 
elebore or medL. eleborus, L. elleborus - Gr. 
(h)elléboros. Respelt or readopted in the 
present form in xvi after the prevailing L. 
and Gr. forms. 


Hellene helin Greek. xvi - Gr. Héllen. 


So Hellenic. xvir (Milton). He-lIlenitsm. 
xvi (Holland). Hellenrsric pert. to the 
modified form of Greek current in Egypt, 
Syria, etc., after the time of Alexander the 
Great (1v B.C.). 


hello hélou: see HALLO. XIX. 
helm! helm (arch), helmet. OE. helm — 


OFris.,, OS., OHG. (Du., G.) helm, ON. 
hjdlmr, Goth. Iilms :- CGerm. *yelmaz :— 
*helmos, f. IE. base *kel- cover, conceal. 
From Germ. are OSI. s/émit, Lith. $dimas, 
and the Rom. forms (F. heaume, etc.). It. 
elmo. For the formation cf. Skr. sárman- 
covering, protection. So helmet he:lmit de- 
fensive covering for the head. xv (Malory). 
— OF. helmet, dim. of helme (mod. heaume) ; 
see -ET. 


helm? helm tiller. OE. helma, corr. to 


MLG. helm handle, OHG. kelmo, halmo, 
ON. hjalmvolr ‘rudder-stick’; of doubtful 
origin, prob. rel. to HELVE. 


helminthology helminpo-led3i science 


treating of worms. xIx. f. Gr. helminth-, 
hélmins worm, rel. to HELIX; see -LOGY. 


HELOT 





helot he'lət serf in ancient Sparta. xvi 
(Hylot, Ilot). — L. Hélotes pl. - Gr. Heílotes, 
pl. of Heilés; also Hilote (lIlotz)- Gr. 
Heilétat, pl. of Heilétés; traditionally de- 
rived from Helos name of a town in Laconia 
whose inhabitants were enslaved. 


help help that which is furnished to a per- 
son for his needs. OE. help = OF ris. helpe, 
OS. helpa, OHG. helfa, ON. hjálp :- Germ. 
* xelpo, f. CGerm. base * yalp- * yelp- * xulp-, 
whence also help vb. OE. helpan, pt. healp, 
hulpon, pp. holpen = OFris. helpa, OS. hel- 
pan (Du. helpen), OHG. heifan (G. helfen), 
ON. Ajdlpa, Goth. hilpan; the IE. base 
*kelp- appears also in Lith. sélpti, pa|salpà 
help. The orig. pt. survived till xv in the 
form thalp, which was succeeded by tholp 
(xvi), modelled on the pp. tholpen; the weak 
form helped appears xii, orig. northern. 
Hence helpmate he-Ipmeit companion 
who is a help. xvii. f. MATE sb., like thelp- 
fellow (xvi), doubtless by assoc. with help- 
meet, which arose from the use of help-meet 
for man (xvii, Dryden), based on an helpe 
meet for him (A.V.) ‘a help suitable for him’ 
of Gen. ii. 18, 20. 


helter-skelter he:ltorske:ltor in disorderly 
haste. xvi. Rhyming jingle like harum- 
scarum, hurry-scurry, perh. based ult. on 
ME. skelte hasten (xiv); cf. the synon. 
jingles LG. hulter (de) bulter, hulterpulter, 
hullerdebuller, Du. holderdebolder. 


helve helv handle of a weapon or tool. OE. 
helfe, WS. hielfe, corr. to OS. helfi (MDu. 
helf, helve), OHG. halp; f. WGerm. *yalb- 
(which appears also in HALTER) :— IE. *kalp-, 
asin OPruss. kalpus waggon-rail, Lith. kdlpa 
cross-piece of a sledge. Cf. HELM’. 


Helvetian helvi[on Swiss. xvi. f. Helvétia 
Switzerland, Helvétius pert. to the Helvetii 
(Gr. Helouétioi, Helbéttioi) people of Gallia 
Lugdunensis. So Helvetic -e:tik. XVII. 
- L.; see -IAN, -1C. 


hem! hem edging of cloth or garment OE. 
(transf. and techn., from xir); border on a 
cloth made by doubling in the edge xvii. 
OE. hem (once, /Elfric’s Glossary), corr. to 
OFris. hemme enclosed land, presumably 
rel. to HAM?, Hence hem vb. edge, border 
(cloth) xiu ; shut zn xvi. Q The forms hemn 
(Wycl. Bible) and hemny vb. (xv) are ob- 
scure. 


hem?, h'm hem, hm repr. the sound made 
in clearing the throat, consisting of a guttural 
or glottal aspiration followed by a nasal 
murmur with the lips closed. So hem vb. 
XV (in vbl. sb. hemynge, Malory). 


hemi- hemi repr. Gr. hémi-, comb. el. = 
L. semi- sEMI-, Germ. *sámi- half (OE. 
sam-, OS., OHG. sdmi-); used in many 
techn. terms in later L., e.g. hémicrdnia (see 
MEGRIM), hémicyclium (whence, through F., 
he-micycle xvi, Jonson), hemiplegia 
-pli-d3ia paralysis on one side (xvi, Hol- 
land). See also below. 


HENCHMAN 


hemiptera himiptoro (entom.) large order 
of insects (bugs, lice, plant lice), having 
wings partly coriaceous partly membranous. 
XIX. modL., n. pl. of hemipterus (Gr. pterón 
wing, FEATHER). 


hemisphere he:misfior half of a sphere. In 
the form T(A)emisperie, -sbhery (xiv) - L 
hémispherium — Gr. hémisphaíirion, f. hëmi- 
HEMI- e SPHERE; in the form hemi- 
sphere (xv1), t-spere (xv) - OF. FTEDUDME 
(mod. hémisphère). 

hemistich he-mistik (pros.) Kale tine. XVI. 
— late L. hémistichium -— Gr. hémistikhion; 
see HEMI-, STICH. 


hemlock  he:mlok the poisonous plant 
Conium maculatum. OE. hymlice, hym-, 
hemlic, of unkn. origin; forms in hum-, hom- 
continued till xvr; the alteration of the final 
syll. to -lock (xv) is paralleled in CHARLOCK. 


hemorrhoid see HZMORRHOID. 


hemp hemp herbaceous plant Cannabis 
sativa OE.; fibre of this xir. OE. henep, 
henep = OS. hanap (Du. hennep), OHG. 
hanaf (G. hanf), ON. hampr :- Germ. 
*xanipiz, *xanapiz, rel. to Gr. Rdnnabis 
(whence L. cannabis; cf. CANVAS), Lith. 
kanapës, OSI. konoplja, Pers. kanab. 


hen hen female of the domestic fowl OE.; 
female of other birds xiv. OE. henn — 
OFris., MLG. henne, OHG. henna (G. 
heune):- WGerm. *yannja, f. CGerm. 
*xanon cock (OE. hana, OFris, OS., 
OHG., hano, Du. haan, G. hahn, ON. hant, 
Goth. hano), rel. to L. canere sing, CHANT, 
Gr. é&i'kands early-crowing, OlIr. canim Í sing. 
Hence he-npecked. xvii. 


hence hens from here. xur. ME. hennes, 
hens, f. henne, hen := OE, hio-, heonane, -one, 
heonan = OS., OHG. hinana, hinan (G. 
hinnen), also OE. hina, heona = MLG., 
MDu. héne (Du. heen), OHG. hina (G. hin); 
WGerm. formations on the pronominal base 
*xi- HE'. Cf. THENCE, WHENCE. 


henchman he'ntfmən squire or page of 
honour XIV; personal attendant or chief 
gillie of a Highland chief xviii; trusty fol- 
lower, (esp. U.S.) stout political partisan 
XIX. ME. hengest-, henxst-, henx-, hensman, 
perh. orig. horse attendant (later with eleva- 
tion of status, as in groom, marshal), f 
OE. heng(e)st ( = OF ris. hengst, hanxt, 
MLG. hengest, OHG. hengist, Du, G. 
hengst, ON. hestr) stallion, gelding + MAN. 
The early history and orig. meaning 
are obscure, OE. hengest being extinct 
soon after 1200 (except as an el. in pro- 
per names containing the name of the re- 
puted founder of Kent), and there being 
no parallel comp. in the Continental langs. 
The present currency of the word is due to 
Scott (who used hanchman in ‘Waverley’ 
XVI, reproducing the form from E. Burt’s 
Letters, which he edited, but elsewhere has 
henchman, a form well established in xvi and 
used by Sh.; vars. with -an-, -aun- were 
current xv to XVI). 
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HENDECA- 


hendeca- he:ndeko, hende:'ko comb. form 
of Gr. héndeka eleven, f. hén, n. of hefs one 
(cf. saME)--déka TEN; as in hende-caGon 
(geom.) figure with 11 sides and 11 angles; 
he:ndecasv:LLABLtE. xvin. f. L.- Gr. 

hendiadys hendai:odis figure of speech in 
which a single complex idea is expressed by 
two words connected by a conjunction. xvi. 
-medL., f. Gr. phr. hén dià duofn ‘one 
through two' (Servius). 

henna he:no (dye obtained from) Egyptian 
privet, Lawsonia inermis. XVI. = Arab, 
henna‘. 

henotheism héno-piizm belief in one god 
as the deity of the individual or tribe. xiX 
(Max Müller). f. Gr. heno-, stem of hefs one 
(cf. SAME) - theós god 4- -18M. 

henry henri (electr.) unit of inductance. 
XIX. f. name of Joseph Henry (1797-1878), 
Amer. physicist. 

hepatic hipz-tik pert. to the liver, liver- 
coloured. xv. —- L. hépaticus - Gr. hépatikds, 
f. hepat-, hépar liver — L. jecur, Skr. ydkrt, 
Lith. jeknos pl.; see -1c. 

hepta- he:pto before a vowel hept-, comb. 
form of Gr. heptd SEVEN, occurring as the 
first el. of many Gr. comps., some of which 
have descended, through L., to mod. langs., 
many more having been formed in medL. or 
modL., etc., on Gr. analogies; e.g. he:pta- 
CHORD XVIII; he:ptacon xvi; he ptarchy 
xvi (Lambarde; modL. -archia, Camden); 
he-ptasyLLaBLe xvitl (Gray); He-ptateuch 
-tjük first seven books of the Bible xvi; 
Gr. teükhos book. 


heptad he-pted number or group of seven. 
XVII. — Gr. heptad-, heptds, f. heptd SEVEN; 
see -AD!, 

her! hài ho genitive of the fem. 3rd pers. 
pron. OE. hire = OFris. hiri, MDu. hare 
(Du. haar), f. pronominal base *yi- HE’; cf. 
parallel forms on the base *7-, viz. OS. iru, 
tro, ira, tre, OHG. ira, iro (G. thr), Goth. 
izós. Hence hers hóàauz absol. pron. xiv. 
ME. hires, hiris, hirs (see -s), with a parallel 
(orig. southern) form Aern (xiv), now dial. 

her? hii, ho orig. dative, later acc. of the 
fem. 3rd pers. pron. OE. hire = OF ris. hiri, 
MDu. hare (Du. haar), f. pronominal base 
*yi- HE! ; cf. the parallel forms on the base 
*;-, viz. OS. iru, OHG. iru, iro (G. ihr), 
Goth. izai. The use as acc. or direct object 
began in late Nhb. (x). Hence herse' rr. xit 
(hire solf), in OE. hire sylfre (dative). 

herald he-rald officer who delivers procla- 
mations, arranges ceremonial functions, etc. ; 
envoy xiv; forerunner xvi (Sh.); one skilled 
in heraldry xix. ME. heraud, herauld =- OF. 
herau(l)t (mod. héraut) ~ Germ. *yariwald-, 
f. *yarjaz army-+*wald- rule, WIELD; cf. 
Charioualda name of a Batavian chief in 
Tacitus’ ‘Annals’ 11 xi, OS. Heriold, OE. 
Hariweald, ON. Haraldr Harold. Q It. 
araldo, Sp. heraldo, G. herold are from OF. 
Hence heraldic hére:ldik, xviii (Warton); 
he-raldry art of blazoning. xvI. 


HERIOT 


herb hà3ib plant with non-woody stem; 
medicinal plant. x11. ME. erbe, herbe - OF. 
erbe (mod. herbe) = Pr. erba, Sp. hierba, Pg. 
herva, Rum. iarbă t- L. herba grass, green 
crops, herb. The sp. with 4 is recorded from 
the earliest times, but the pronunc. without 
initial aspirate was regular till early xix. 
herba:cEovus. xvi. f. L. he:rback. xiv 
(Gower). -OF. erbage (mod. herbage). 
he:rbai! book treating of plants. XVI. 
~medL. herbdlis (sc. liber book); whence 
he:rbarisr. xvi. herba:rium collection 
of dried plants. xviii. —late L. herbarium, 
sb. use of n. of adj. repr. by L. herbdrius 
botanist, herbdria botany (Pliny); see -ARY. 


Herculean hédzkjuli-on, haskji-lion pert. to 
Hercules, L. alteration of Gr. Héraklés, f. 
Héràá wife of Zeus 4- kléos glory, lit. ‘having 
or showing the glory of Hera’. XVI; see -EAN. 


herd! hàid company of animals, flock. OE. 
heord = MLG. herde, OHG. herta (G. 
herde), ON. hjgró, Goth. hairda :- CGerm. 
* xeràó :—- 1E. *kerdhá-, whence Skr. ¢drdhas 
troop; cf. Olr. crod troop, W. cordd tribe, 
family (:— *kordho-), OSI. črěda. 


herd? hàid keeper of a herd. OE. hirde, 

WS. hierde = OS. hirdi, herdi, OHG. hirti 
(G. hirte), ON. hirdir, Goth. hatrdeis z= 
CGerm. *yerdjaz, f. *xerdd (see prec.). 
Hence herd vb. intr. Xiv; trans. xvi. 
herdsman. xvil. Alteration of herdman 
(OE. hierdemann), after craftsman. 


here hisz in this place. OE. hér = OFris., 
OS. her, OHG. hiar (Du., G. hier), ON. hér, 
Goth. hér (beside OF ris., OS. hir) ; obscurely 
f. Germ. pronominal base *yi- this (see HE’, 
and cf. HENCE, HITHER). The form here is 
of early ME. date; cf. THERE. 


hereditament heridi-tamant heritable pro- 
perty. XV. - medL. Aéereditámentum, f. late 
L. héréditdre, f. héréd-, hérés HEIR ; see -MENT. 
So here:ditaBLe heritable. xv. — obs. F. or 
medL. here:ditanv descending by inheri- 
tance. xvi. — L. héréditárius, f. héréditas. 
heredity hire-diti inheritance (rare) XVI; 
heritable character XVIII ; (biol.) xrx. - (O)F. 
hérédité, or L.. hereditas, f. héréd-, hérés HEIR. 


heresy he:risi unorthodox religious opinion. 
xii (AncrR.). ME. (A)eresie — OF. (h)eresie 
(mod. hérésie) = Sp. herejia, It. eresia — 
Rom. *heresia, for L.. heresis — Gr. hairesis 
choice, (hence) course of action or thought, 
school of thought, philosophical or religious 
sect, f. hatreisthai choose, hairein take. So 
heretic he-ritik one who embraces heresy. 
xiv (R. Mannyng). —(O)F. hérétique — ecclL. 
haereticus —- Gr. hairetikós able to choose, f. 
haireisthai. here-ticAL. xvi (More). - medL. 


heriot he:riot (orig.) feudal service consist- 
ing of military equipment restored to the 
lord on the death of a tenant. OE. here- 
geatwa, -we (whence medL. herietum, -otum 
x11, AN. heriet), f. here army (cf. HARBINGER) 
+geatwa (= ON. gotvar pl.) trappings. 
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HERITAGE 


heritage he-ritid; inherited property. x11 


(AncrR., RGlouc., Cursor M.). - OF. (A)e- 
ritage (mod. hé-) = Pr. heretatge, OSp. ere- 
dage; f{. (h)eriter, etc. — ecclL. héréditare, f. 
héréd- HEIR. So he'ritaBLe. xIv. —(O)F. 
he-riton!. xv (-er). - AN. heriter = (O)F. 
héritier -- L. h@réditarius ; conformed to -or}! 
in XVI (cf. bachelor). 


hermaphrodite h3imze:frodait being in 
which parts characteristic of both sexes are 
combined xv ; animal or plant in which male 
and female organs are present; (naut.) sail- 
ing vessel combining characters of two kinds 
of craft XVII. —-L. hermaphroditus — Gr. 
hermaphróditos, orig. proper name of a son 
of Hermes and Aphrodite, who grew together 
with the nymph Salmacis while bathing in 
her fountain and so combined male and 
female characters. 


hermeneutics  hàuminjürtiks science of 
interpretation. xviiI (Waterland). —- modL. 
herméneutica - Gr. herméneutiké, sb. use 
(sc. tékhné art) of fem. sg. of adj. (see -1C, 
-1CS), f. herméneutés, agent-noun f. hermé- 
neiein interpret, f. herménetis interpreter. 


hermetic(al) hoimétik(al) pert. to (the sup- 
posed writings of) Hermes Trismegistus; 
(hence) pert. to occult science, esp. alchemy ; 
h, sealairtight closure (as used by alchemists). 
xvi. - modL. Aerméticus, f. (prob. after 
magnes, magnéticus) Hermes Trismegistus (Gr. 
‘Epps tpis péytaros, late L. Hermés termaxt- 
mus) ‘thrice-greatest Hermes’, name given 
by Neoplatonists, mystics, and alchemists to 
the Egyptian god ‘Thoth, who was identi- 
fied with the Grecian Hermes (god of 
science, etc.) as the author of occult science 
and esp. alchemy; see -IC, -ICAL. ‘The adv. 
is earlier in XVII; after modL. herméticé. 


hermit h5-mit religious recluse, esp. of 
the desert. xt. ME. armite, (h)ermite, 
(h)eremite — (O)F. (h)ermite (mod. ermite) or 
ChrL. erémita (medL. her-) — Gr. eremités, 
f. erémíd desert, f. érémos solitary, deserted. 
The initial h preserves a medL. variety of 
sp. Cf. EREMITE. So he-rmitace. xt. 
-(O)F. (A)rmitage — Pr. ermitatge, etc., 
medL. (A)er(e)mitágium ; as the name of a 
French wine (xvi), so called from a ruin on 
a hill near Valence supposed to have been a 
hermit's cell. 


hernia h5-inio rupture of abdominal (etc.) 
wall. xiv (Ch.). - L. hernia (medL. also 
hirnia). 

hernshaw h35':in[5 see HERONSEW. 

hero his‘rou man of superhuman qualities, 


demigod xıv (Trevisa; rare before xvı); | 
illustrious warrior XVI; man admired for his | 
great deeds and noble qualities xvir; chief | 


man in a poem, play, etc. xvir (Dryden). In 
earliest use chiefly pl. keroes, with sg. heroe 
(both of 3 syll) and heros - L. hérós, pl. 
heroes — Gr. heros, pl. héroes. Cf. (O)F. 


héros, Theroé, Sp. heroe, It. eroe. 'The com- | 
mon heroe (XVI-XVIII) was superseded by | 


hero (xvii), with pl. heroes (2 syll). So 
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HESSIAN 


heroic hérouik. xvi -F. or L.-Gr. 
héroikós. heroi-co-Mic (J. Warton), -co-Mi- 
caL (Pope), after F. héroi-comigque, for 
*héroico-comique. herotrwE? he'rouin. XVII. 
—-F. or L. - Gr. héréiné. he-roisM. XVIIL 
~ F. héroisme. 
heroin he‘rouin sedative drug (diacetyl- 
morphin) prepared from morphia. xix. — G. 
heroin, said to be f. Gr. héros HERO because 
of the inflated notion of the personality 
which follows its use; see -IN. 


heron he:ran, poet. hern h3in long-necked 
long-legged wading bird, Ardea. xiv. ME. 
heiroun, heroun, herne - OF. hairon (mod. 
héron) == Pr. aigron, Cat. agré, It. aghtrone, 
airone = Germ. *yaizaron (whence OHG. 
heigaro ; cf. ON. hegri), dissimilated form of 
*xraigron (cf. OE. hragra, MLG. réger, 
MDu. rzger, OHG. reigaro, G. reiher with 
LG. cons.-change), usu. referred to IE. 
*griq-, whence Gr. krizein, aor. krixai utter 
sharp cries, OSI. Rkriéati cry out, etc. Hence 
he:ronny. xvii So heronsew he: ronsjü 
(young or little) heron. xiv (Ch.). = OF. 
heronceau, earlier -cel, dim. (L.'-cellus); obs. or 
dial, vars. are hernsew (xv), heronshew (xv1). 


herpes héd-1piz (path.) skin disease. XVII. 
~L.-Gr. hérpés shingles, lit. ‘creeping’, 
f. hérpein creep (see SERPENT). 

herring herin small N. Atlantic sea-fish, 
Clupea harengus. OE. hæring, hēring = 
OFris. héreng, MLG. hérink, hárink (Du. 
haring), OHG. hāring (MHG. hærinc, G. hä- 
ring, hering) :- WGerm. *xéringa, beside 
which a var. with *xar- is repr. by medL. 
haringus (whence Pr. arenc, F. hareng; It. 
has aberrant aringa); poss. orig. ‘greyish- 
white fish’, f. HOAR; see -ING*. Q) The long 
stem-vowel is preserved dial. 


Herrnhuter he-rmhi:tor one of the sect of 
United Brethren or Moravians. xvill. f. 
Herrnhut ‘the Lord’s keeping’ (HEED), name 
of their first German settlement. 


hertz hits (electr.) frequency of one cycle 
per second. f. name of H. R. Hertz (1857- 
94), German physicist. 


hesitate he-ziteit hold back in doubt. xvii. 
f. pp. stem of L. hzsitáre stick fast, stammer, 
be undecided, f. has-, pp. stem of hzrere 
stick, hold fast; see ADHERE and -ATE?*. So 
hesita:T1ON. xvii (Bacon). = L. 


Hesperian hespio'ríon western. xvi (Sur- 
rey), f. L. hesperius, Gr. hespérios, f. Hespe- 
ria, Gr. Hespería (poet.) land of the west, 
f. Hesperus (used from Ch. onwards), 
Hésperos, as adj. western, as sb. evening 
star (see VESPER, -IAN). 


Hessian he'siən pert. to Hesse, a grand 
duchy of Germany: H. boot, top-boot with 
tassels in front first worn by H. troops XIX; 
H. fly, fly or midge, Cecidomyia destructor, 
so named because it was erron. supposed to 
have been carried into America by the 
H. troops during the War of Independence 
XVIII; see -IAN. 
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HEST 


hest hest (arch.) bidding, BEHEsT. xir. ME. 
heste, f. (on the model of abstr. sbs. in -te, 
e.g. ishefte creation) hes, OE. hs :- *yaittiz, 
f. *yaitan call (see HIGHT). 


hetaira hétais‘ra concubine, harlot. xix. 
- Gr. hetairad, fem. of hetatros companion, 
rel. to L. satelles SATELLITE. Hence hetzr- 
ISM hétie:rizm open concubinage; tribal 
communal marriage. 


hetero- he'təro(lu), heter- comb. form of 
Gr. héteros other, in many techn. comps. 
(sometimes opp. to auto-, homao-, iso-, ortho-, 
syn-). he'teroclite, (gram.) irregularly de- 
clined. xvr. -late L. — Gr. heteróklitos 
(-Rhtos, f. klínein bend, INCLINE, inflect); he-- 
terodox )( orthodox. xvit.. — Gr. heteródoxos 
(dóxà opinion) ; he:teropyne. xx; he:tero- 
g€-1E-OUS -d3inios diverse in kind or nature 
Y homogeneous. Xv11; — medL. heterogeneus, 
f. Gr. heterogenés (génos XiND!); heter(o)- 
Ot SIAN )( homoousian, homoioustan. Xv. 


hetman he'tmən military commander in 
Poland, etc. xviu. = Pol. hetman (= Czech 
hejtman, Little Russ. hetman, Russ. atamán) 
prob. — G. haupimann ‘head man’, captain, 
earlier heubtmann. Also ataman (XIX). 


heuristic hjuri-stik serving to find out. xix. 
irreg. f. Gr. heuriskein find (cf. EUREKA), after 
words in -ISTIC from vbs. in -£zein -IZE. 


hew hjū pp. hewn strike, cut with blows 
of an axe, etc. OE. héawan, pt. héow, pp. 
héawen — OFris. hawa, howa, OS. hauwan 
(Du. houwen), OHG. houwan (G. hauen), 
ON. Aoggva :-  CGerm. (exc. Goth.) 
redupl. str. vb. *yauwan, pt. *yeyau-, pp. 
*yauwan-; f. LE. *kou- *kow-, found also in 
OSI. kovą, kovati forge, Lith. Rduju strike, 
forge, kovà battle. 


hexad he:ksed group of six. xvir. -= Gr. 
hexad-, hexds, f. héx SIX; see -Ap!. 


hexa- he:kso, héksz, hégzz':, before vowel 
hex-, comb. form of Gr. héx six, used like 
HEPTA-, as in hexaemeron heksor: moron 
six days of the Creation. xvi. Late L. - n. 
of Gr. hexaémeros (hémérd day); hexacoN 
he:ksogon, -agonaL! ae'gonol. xvr; -he-- 
dron. xvi; Gr. hédrd seat, base, side of a 
figure; hexaMETER  hégzae'mitor, héks- 
(pros.) line of six feet. xvi (Ch. has exa- 
metron). — L. — Gr. hexámetros (see METRE); 
he-xXaANE? paraffin containing six atoms of 
carbon; hexapla he:ksaplo sixfold text (of 
O.T. or N.T.) in parallel arrangement. XVII; 
Gr. hexaplá, n. pl. of hexaploûs (cf. -FOLD); 
hexapod he:ksopod six-footed animal. xvi 
(Wilkins, Ray); see Foot; he:xastich group 
of six lines of verse. xvii (Drayton; earlier 
-stichon), —modL. hexastichon; cf. STICHIC; 
He:xateuch -tjük Pentateuch with Joshua. 
XIX ; cf. HEPTATEUCH. 


hey hei excl. to attract attention, express 
exultation, etc. XIII; used extensively with 
other words as they go bet xiv (Ch.); hey 
trolly lolly, hey diddle diddle xvr; hey-pass 
xvı (Marlowe), hey presto xvin (Fielding); 


HIDALGO 


hey-go-mad xvi (Sterne). ME. hei, hay; 
cf. OF. hai, hay, Du., G. hei, Sw. hej. See 
also HEIGH. 


heyday, heigh- hei-dei excl. denoting gaiety, 
surprise, wonder. xvi (heyda, Skelton). The 
earliest form agrees with LG. heida, also 
heidi hurrah! Hence hey-day sb. state of 
exaltation or excitement xv1; prime, bloom 
XVIII (Smollett, Sterne). 


heyduck heiduk in Hungary and Poland, 
one of a body of foot-soldiers or retainers. 
XVII. ~ Czech, Pol., Serb hajduk, in Magyar 
hajdú, pl. -dúk = Turk. haydud robber, bri- 
gand (whence also Bulg. hajdutin, mod. Gr. 
xaivtourns). 


hey-ho heihou int. perh. of nautical origin 
and marking the rhythm of heaving or haul- 
ing; often used in refrains of songs. xv (hay 
hoe, hey how). 


hi hai excl. to attract attention or fto incite. 
XV (hy). Q OE. hig lā, hyg lā, hī lā hī means 
‘alas!’, like L. keu. 

hiatus haieitos gap, chasm xvi; interrup- 
tion of continuity xvI1; break between two 
vowels XVIIL. — L. hidtus gaping, opening, 
f. hiãre gape (cf. YAWN). 

hibernate hai'bərneit spend the winter esp. 
in a state of torpor. xix (E. Darwin). f. pp. 
stem of L. hibernáre, f. hiberna winter quar- 
ters, n, pl. of hibernus pert. to winter = 
*oheimrinos (cf. Gr. khetmerinós), f. hiems 
winter, rel. to Gr. khefma winter, and various 
forms in Indo-Iranian, Slavonic, Baltic, and 
Celtic langs. So hiberna:TION wintering 
XV1I ; (nat. hist.) dormant condition in winter 
xix (E. Darwin). 


Hibernian haib3:nion Irish. xvir. f. L. 
Hibernia, alteration of Iverna, luverna, 
lIuberna — Gr. Irérne, Iérné-- OCeltic *JIveriu, 
acc. *Iverionem (Ir. Eriu, acc. Eirinn Erin, 
later MIr. Eri, whence OE. lraland Inr- 
LAND); see -1AN. 


hibiscus hibi:skos malvaceous plant. XVIII. 
L., — Gr. hibiskos, identified by Dioscorides 
with althaid ALTHABA. 


hiccough hi-kap spasm of the respiratory 
organs accompanied by a resonant gasping 
noise. XVI. imit.; early forms hickop, 
hi(c)kup, which superseded earlier thicket, 
thickock, of imit. origin; cf. ON. hixti sb., 
hixta vb., Du. hik, hikken, Sw. hicka, Da. 
hik(ke), Russ. ikdt’, and F. hoquet. | The 
form hiccough (xvi) is due to assim. to cough, 
but the pronunc. has not been affected. 


hickory hi-kori N. Amer. tree allied to the 
walnut. xvi (-ery). Shortening of pohkickery 
(in Eng. context xvi), the native Virginian 
form of which is cited as paw-, powcohiccora 
for milk or oil extracted from the nuts. 


hidalgo hidze'lgou Spanish gentleman by 
birth. xvi. Sp., formerly hijo dalgo, i.e. hijo 
de algo ‘son of something’ (algo in OSp. and 
OPg. meant ‘possession’), repr. L. filius son, 
dé DE, aliquid something (cf. ALIQUOT). 
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HIDE 


hide! haid skin. OE. hyd = OFris. héd, 
OS. hid (Du. huid), OHG. hit (G. haut), 
ON, hid - CGerm. (exc. Gothic) * xu diz ~ 
IE. *hütis (cf. Gr. kiitos, L. cutis CUTICLE). 
Hence as vb. beat the hide of, thrash, whence 
(colloq.) hi-dine! thrashing. XIX. 


hide? haid measure of land reckoned as that 
sufficient to support a free family with de- 
pendants. OE. hid, earlier higid, f. hig-, hiw- 
(in comb.) = OHG. hi-, ON. hy-, Goth. 
heiwa-, rel. to L. civis citizen (see CIVIC), 
and to a Germ. n-stem in OE. Aiwan (pl.), 
OFris. hiuna members of a household, 
OHG. hi(wjun, ON. hjún man and wife; 
f. IE. *kej- *ki- dear, faithful, which with 
various suffixes is widely represented. 


hide? haid pt. hid pp. hidden put or keep 
out of sight. OE. hjdan == OFris. heda, 
MDu. hiiden, LG. (ver)hiien :- WGerm. 
* xüdjan, prob. based on IE. *keudh-, repr. 
also by Gr. Retithein, W. cuddio hide. 


hideous hi-diss frightful, (hence) fright- 
fully ugly. xur (Cursor M.). ME. hidous 
~ AN. hidous, OF. hidos, -eus (mod. hideux), 
earlier hisdos, f. hide, hisde fear, of unkn. 
origin. The ending was assim. to -EOUS XVI. 


hie hai tstrive, exert oneself OE.; (arch.) 
hasten xır. OE. higian, of unkn. origin. 


hierarchy  haio:rürki division of angels 
comprising three orders xıv (Wyclif, Tre- 
visa); priestly or ecclesiastical rule xvI ; body 
of ecclesiastical rulers xvir (transf. and gen., 
Milton). ME. zerarchie, gerarchie (super- 
seded by latinized forms in xvri)- OF. 
terarchie, gerarchie (mod. hiérarchie = It. 
gerarchia) -medL. (h)terarchia —- Gr. hier- 
arkhia, {. hterdrkhés steward of sacred rites, 
high priest, f. hierós sacred, holy 4- -arkhes, 
-arkhos ruling, ruler; see ARCH-, -Y?. So 
hie-rarch ecclesiastical ruler xv1; archangel 
xv11 (Milton). - medL. Azerarcha — Gr. hier- 
drkhes. hiera:rchicar. xv. - medL. -icus +- 
-AL — Gr. 


hieratic haiorze-tik pert. to a priestly class, 
(hence) of a style of ancient Egyptian writ- 
ing. XVI. = L. hierdticus- Gr. hierdtikds 
priestly, sacerdotal, f. hierâsthai be a priest, 
f. hiereús priest, f. hierós sacred. 


hieroglyphic haio:róglifik pertaining to 
ancient Egyptian writing; sb. character in 
such picture-writing ; symbolic or enigmatic 
figure. XVI. — F. Aéroglyphique or late L. 
hieroglyphicus — Gr. hierogluphikós (n. pl. 
used as sb. by Plutarch for ‘letters, writing’), 
f. hierós sacred -- gluphé carving (cf. CLEAVE!). 
Hence, as back-formation or after F. hiéro- 
glyphe, hie-roglyph hieroglyphic figure. 
XVII (gieroglife, after It., xvr). 


hierophant hais-réfent expounder of mys- 
teries. XVII. — late L. hierophanta, -és = Gr. 
hierophántés, £. hierós sacred + -phan-, base 
of phainein reveal (cf. PHENOMENON). 


higgle hi-gl cavil as tọ terms. XVII. var. of 
HAGGLE, expressive of niggling. 





HILARITY 


higgledy-piggledy hi:gldipi-gldi in huddled 
confusion. xvi. Rhyming jingle prob. based 
on PIG with ref. to swine herding together. 


high hai having a considerable (or specified) 
upward extent; exalted. OE. héah (in- 
flexional stem heag-) = OF ris. hach, OS., 
OHG. hóh (Du. hoog, G. hoch), ON. hdr 
(earlier hdr), Goth. hauhs =~ CGerm. * xau xaz 
:- IE. *koukos (cf. Lith. kaükas swelling, 
boil, kaukarà height, bill, and the remoter 
ON. haugr hill, Goth. hiuhma heap, Russ. 
kucha heap, Skr. Rucas female breast). For 
the phonology cf. DIE}, EYE, THIGH; see also 
HEIGHT. Combs. hi:gh-srow, back-forma- 
tion from hi-:gh-browed (orig. U.S.) c.1g10; 
highcuu:RCHMAN (whence high church) 
succeeded to high-FLY'ER XVII; hi'ghLAND. 
OE. héahlond promontory; thereafter (xv) 
applied spec. to the north and west moun- 
tainous district of Scotland; hi-gh STREET 
highway, main road; main street of a town; 
OE. héahstr#t often used of the Roman 
roads; hi:ghway public road; OE. héiweg ; 
hence hi-ghwayMAN. XVII. 

high-falutin’ haifalld-tin (orig. U.S. sl.) 
sb. bombastic speech; adj. absurdly pom- 
pous. xIx. f. HIGH + obscurely-formed el., 
which was poss. a whimsical pronunc. of 
fluting, prp. of FLUTE. 


high-flown — harfloun  Televated, elated, 
intoxicated; hyperbolical, bombastic; fex- 
treme in opinion. XVII. orig. f. high adv. + 
old strong pp. of FLOW, from the sense ‘in 
flood’, ‘swollen’; later assoc. with pp. of 
FLY? (cf. high-flyer xvii). 


hight hait in literary arch. use now only in 
pt. ‘is called’, ‘was called’, and pp. ‘called, 
named’, The only surviving form of an 
orig. redupl. CGerm. vb. meaning ‘call by 
name, name, call to do something, bid, 
command, promise’, repr. by OE. hétan, 
pt. heht, hét, pp. haten (ME. hote, hi3t, heet, 
hoten), OF ris. héta, OS. hétan, OHG. heizzan 
(G. heissen call, bid, be called; es heisst it 1s 
said), ON. heita, Goth. haitan, pt. haihait, 
pp. Aaitans ; f. a base which has been related 
to L. ciére summon, ciTE. This vb. shows 
the only survival in Eng. of the IE. medio- 
passive form: OE. hatte is called, was called 
= Goth. haitada, the ending of which corr. 
to Gr. -taz. OE. hátte did notsurvive beyond 
XV; its place had begun to be taken as early 
as XIII by the active form of the pt. (heht, 
he3t, hizt, hight). 'The orig. pp. was super- 
seded by forms of the pt. Some active uses 
remain dial., e.g. Sc. hecht, hicht promise. 

highty-tighty haititaiti var. of HorlTY- 
TOITY. XVII. 

hike haik jerk, pull, drag xvii; move away 
or off; (latterly) tramp, esp. for pleasure xix. 
Of dial. origin. 

hilarity hile:riti cheerfulness XV1; boister- 
ous joy XIX. — F. hilarité — L. hilaritas, f. 
hilaris = Gr. hilarós cheerful, gay ; see -1Ty. 
Hence hilarious hileo'rios, after atrocious, 
etc. 
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HILARY 


Hilary hi-lori name of asaint and doctor of the 
Church, bishop of Poitiers (died 367), whose 
feast, falling on 13 January, gives his name 
to the first of the law and university terms 
of the calendar year. xvr. ~medL. Hilarius, 


hill hil small mountain. OE. hyll = Fris. 
hel, LG. hull, MDu. hille, hil, hul :- W Germ. 
(of the LG. area) *xulni :—- *Rhulnís, f. TE. 
base *kl- *kel- *kol-, whence also L. collis 
hill, celsus lofty, culmen top (see EXCEL, CUL- 
MINATE), Gr. kolónós, koléné hill, Lith. kilnus 
high, kalnas hill, kélti raise ; cf. HOLM. Hence 
hidlock. xiv. hilly!. xiv (Gower). 


hillo(a) hilou: var. of HOLLO, with altered 
quality of the unstr. syll. xvr1 (Sh.). «| Not 
continuous with obscure ME. hilla (xiv). 


hilt hilt handle of sword or dagger. OE. 
hilt m. and n. and kilte fem., corr. to OS. 
hilte, helta, MLG. hilte, MDu. helte, OHG. 
helza, ON. hjalt :- CGerm. (exc. Gothic) 
*xeltaz, *xeltiz, *xeltjón, of unkn. origin 
(OF. helt-e, heut-e, It. else, elsa are adop- 
tions from Germ.); phr. up to the hilt or 
thilts (xvi—xvul) completely. @ The pl. hilts 
continues the ME. use of diltes, which goes 
back to OE. pd hilt, hiltas, and hiltan (0d pa 
hilt or hiltan up to the hilts), coll. pl. gehiltu, 
ON. /yolt, the reference of the pl. being to 
the two cross-pieces of the handle of a sword 
bounding the middle piece (ON. medal- 
kafli), the lower one being the guard (cf. OE. 
hiltlēas sweord sword without a guard). 


him him orig. dative of HE!, 1T; later also as 
direct object. OE. him = OFris. him, MDu. 
hem(e), him (Du. hem), f. base of HEt, with 
inflexion parallel to OS., OHG. imu, imo 
(G. ihm), which are f. base *z- (L. zs he, id 
it, Goth. is, ita, OHG. er, ez, G. er, es). 
«| OE. acc. hine, which survives dial. as e, 
un, was superseded by him in north. and 
midl. areas before 1200. 


hind! haind female of the deer. OF. hind, 
corr. to OS. hind|calf, (M)Du. hinde, OHG. 
hinta (G. hinde), ON. hind :- CGerm. (exc. 
Gothic) *xinpjoó :- IE. *kemti-, f. *kem- 
hornless, repr. by Gr. kemds young deer, 
Skr. çomas, Lith. szmúlas hornless. 


hind? haind farm servant; farm bailiff. xvi. 
Later form of late OE. (north-midl.), ME. 
hine pl. household servants, (hence) sg. 
servant, esp. farm servant, lad, fellow; pre- 
sumably developed from OE. hina, higna, 
g. pl. of higan, hiwan (cf. HIDE’), as in hina 
feder ‘paterfamilias’. For the parasitic d 
cf. ASTOUND, SOUND?, 

hind? haind situated at the back, posterior. 
xri. This and synon. hinder! hai-ndoz (x1v) 
appear to be abstracted from OE. hindeweard 
and Ainderweard backward, back-, bihindan 
BEHIND. ‘The uncompounded OE. hindan 
from behind, hinder below (on hinder down, 
behind, backwards), corr. to OHG. hintana 
(G. hinten) adv. behind, Goth. hindana prep, 
beyond, and OFris. hindera, OS. hindiro, 
MLG. hinder, OHG. hintar (as adj. -aro), 
G. hinter, ON. compar. hindri, superl. hinztr, 


HIP 


Goth. hindar prep. beyond, the further rela- 
tions of which are doubtful. Hence hi-nder- 
MORE, hi-ndermostT, and hi-ndvosr, which 
all appear in late xiv, having no chronologi 
cal link with OE. superl. Andema (cf. Goth. 
hindumists). 


hinder? hi:'ndor Tinjure OE.; keep back, 
delay xiv. OE. hindrian = MLG., MDu. 
hinderen, OHG. hintarén (G. hindern), ON. 
hindra :- CGerm. (exc. Gothic) * yindardjan, 
f. *xindar; see prec. Hence hindrance. xv. 


Hindi hindi (str. variable) Aryan vernacular 
of N. India. xvui. - Urdu Andi, f. hind 
India; in Pers. hindui, hinduvi, whence for- 
merly in Eng. Hindevi, Hindawee, Hinduee, 
etc. So Hindu, Hindoo hindi (str. vari- 
able) Aryan of N. India. xvir. - Urdu - Pers. 
hindi, formerly hindo, f. hind India = Av. 
hefidu, Skr. sindhu river, prop. the Indus, 
(hence) region of the Indus, Sindh. Hindu- 
stani hindusta‘ni formerly Hzindo(o)-, 
-stanee language of Hindustan, orig. of its 
Muslim conquerors, being a form of Hindi 
with admixture of Arabic, Persian, and 
other elements. xvir (earlier Jndostan, 
-stans). - Urdu - Pers. hindüstáni, £. hindi, 
thindé + -stdn country 4- adj. suffix -7. 


hine see HIND?. 


hinge hin‘?z movable joint of a gate or 
door. xir1 (Cursor M.). Of obscure origin; 
ME. heng, heeng, hing, with deriv. (see -LE!) 
hengle, heengle, hingle, which survived dial. 
as hi-ngl, he-ngl, corr. to MLG., MHG. 
hengel (G. hángel), f. the base of HANG; cf. 
(M)LG. henge hinge, Du. hengel fishing-rod, 
handle, hengsel hinge, handle. The pronunc. 
with ds (of obscure development) is not 
evident before xvi. Hence vb. xvri (Sh.). 

hinny! hrni whinny. xv. Earlier kenny 
—- (O)F. Ahennir :- L. hinnire, to which the 
word was finally assim. 


hinny? hini offspring of a she-ass and a 
stallion. xvir. f. L. hinnus- Gr. innos, 
gínnos ; assim. to prec. 


hint hint Topportunity ; slight indication or 
suggestion. xvii (Sh.). Of obscure origin ; 
presumably var. of rare ent grasp, inten- 
tion, f. hent vb., OE. hentan seize, of unkn. 
origin. Hence hint vb. XVII. 


hinterland hi-nteslend region behind that 
lying along a sea or watercourse. XIX. G., 
f. hinter behind (see HIND*)-+ land LAND. 


hip! hip projection of pelvis and top of 
thigh. OE. hype = MDu. hépe, hiipe (Du. 
heup), OHG. huf, pl. hufi, Goth. hups, pl. 
hupeis :- Germ. *xupiz, rel. to HOPŁ!. 

hip? hip fruit of the (wild) rose. OE. héope, 
hiope, corr. to OS. hiopo (Du. joop), OHG. 
hiufo thornbush, bramble + WGerm. 
*xeup-. @ Shortening of the vowel was 
prob. due to the frequent comps. hip- 
bramble (OE. héopbremel), hip-tree. 


hip? hip Texcl. of calling xviii; as a cheer, 
in hip hip hooray xIx. 


[441] 


HIPPED 


hipped hipt morbidly depressed. xvir. 


Earlier hypt, hypp'd, f. hyp, hip (xvu), short 
for HYPOCHONDRIA ; see -ED?, Àlso hi: ppisH!, 
hvppish (xvi). Cf. Du. ktep, for hypo- 
chonder hypochondriac. 


hippo hi-pou short for HIPPOPOTAMUS. XIX. 


hippo- hi:po(u), hipo: comb. form of Gr. 
hippos Horse. hippoca:mpus sea-horse. 
xvi. —- L. — Gr. (Rhdmpos sea-monster); 
-CE'NTAUR XVI. -L.-Gr.; hi:ppogriff 
fabulous griffin-like creature. xvi. =F. 
hippogriffe— lt. ippogrifo (grifo :— L. gry- 
phus GRIFFIN!). 

hippocras hipo(u)kres wine flavoured with 
spices. xIV (Ch.). ME. ypocras — OF. ipo-, 
ypocras, forms of the name Hippocrates (an- 
cient Gr. physician v B.C.) used for medL. 
vinum Hippocraticum ‘wine of Hippocrates’, 
the wine being so called because it was 
strained through ‘Hippocrates’ bag’, a coni- 
cal bag used as a filter. 


Hippocrene hi:po(u)krin name of a foun- 
tain on Helicon, sacred to the Muses, (hence) 
poetic inspiration. XVII. = L. Hippocréné 
— Gr. Hippokrené, f. hippos horse (cf. EQUINE) 
+ kréné fountain; so named because fabled 
to have been produced by a stroke of 
Pegasus’ hoof, 


hippodrome hi-padroum circus (prop.) for 
horse and chariot races. xvi. — (O)F. hippo- 
drome or L. hippodromus - Gr. hippódromos, 
f. híppos horse--drómos race. 


hippopotamus hipopo:tomos large quadra- 
ped of African rivers. Xvi. — L. hippopotamus 
- late Gr. hippopótamos (Galen), for earlier 
hippos ho potdmios the horse of the river 
(potamos river). Q Earlier forms (from 
XIV) were ypotam(e), hippotame, ypotamos, 
-anus — OF. ypotame, medL. ypotamus. 


hircine hi-1sain goatish. xvi. — L. hirci- 
nus, f. hircus he-goat ; see -INE!. 


hire haio1 payment for the temporary use 
ofathing; wages, reward. OE. hyr — OFris. 
hére, OS. hüria, MLG., MDu. hare (Du. 
huur) :- WGerm. (of the LG. area) *xiürja. 
Hence hire vb. OE. h?rian — OFris. héra, 
MLG., MDu. hiren (Du. huren). hi-re- 
LING!. OE. (rare) Ayrling ; formed afresh in 
xvi (Coverdale), prob. after Du. huurling. 


hirsute hid-isjait hairy. xvi. — L. hirsütus, 
rel. to synon. kirtus. 


his hiz possessive adj. and pron. OE. his, 
genitive of HE! and IT, to which there are 
parallel forms from the base *z- (cf. HER) in 
OS., Goth. ts, OHG. is, es (cf. HIM). 

hispid hispid bristly, shaggy. xvu. -L. 
hispidus ; see -1Dp!. 

hiss his produce the characteristic sound 
emitted by geese and snakes. xiv (Wycl. 
Bible). imit., with an early by-form hish. 
Hence hiss sb. xvi. 

hist hist excl. enjoining silence. xvii. 
Aspirated form of fist (xv), var. of sT (Xvi) 
with the vowel of late ME. wursr!. 


HOAR 


histo- hi:stou, histo: repr. comb. form of 
Gr. histds web, tissue, rel. to histdnai set up 
(cf. STAND), as in histo‘LoGy science of 
organic tissues. XIX. — F, histologie. 


history histori tstory, tale; methodical 
narrative of events, branch of knowledge 
dealing with these xv; methodical account 
of natural phenomena xvi. First recorded 
from Caxton (Gower has one ex. of the F. 
form Aistoire); — L. historia — Gr. historia 
learning or knowing by inquiry, narrative, 
history, f. histor knowing, learned, wise man, 
judge :- *rídtór, f£. *rid- know (see wIT). 
5o historiAN histo:rion. xv (Lydg.). - (O)F. 
historien, f. L. historia, after logicien, etc. 
historic histo:rik. xvir; histo-riCAL. xvr. 
f. L. historicus ~ Gr. historikds. 


histrionic histrio:nik theatrical, dramatic. 
XVII. = late L. Aistridnicus, f. L. histrio(n-) 
actor in stage plays, thought to be of Etruscan 
origin, See -1C. Also histrio-nicar. 


hit hit pt., pp. hit light upon x1 (pt. hytte, 
AS. Chronicle); strike xii (La3.). Late 
OE. (ge)hittan -ON. hitta light upon, 
meet with (Sw. /utta, Da. hitte), of unkn. 
origin; has taken over the orig. use ‘strike’ 
of OE. sléan stay. Hence hit sb. xvi. 
hitty-missy at random. xvI; perh. for *hit J, 
miss I; cf. WILLY-NILLY. 


hitch hitf A. move jerkily xv; B. catch with 
a hoop, loop, ete. xvir. The earliest records 
are from E. Anglian areas (Promp. Parv., 
Skelton); varying with ztch xvi-xvir; the 
connexion of A and B is not obvious. Hence 
as sb. XVII. Also comp. hi'tch-HIKE. XX. 


hithe, hythe haið haven, landing-place. 
OE. Afp, OS. hūth, MLG. -hude (in place- 
names); of unkn. origin. @ Preserved in the 
place-names Hythe, Rotherhithe, Lambeth 
(orig. Lambhithe), Chelsea (OE. cealchy p), 
Bablockhithe, Hythe Bridge in Oxford. 


hither hi:óor to this place. OE. Aider, corr. 
to ON. hedra here, hither, Goth. hidré 
hither, f. demonstr. base * y;- (see HE!, HENCE, 
HERE) -suffix appearing in L. citrà on this 
side. For the change of d to 6 cf. father, 
mother, together. 


hive haiv receptacle for a swarm of bees. 
OE. höf, f. Germ. *xàZf-, whence also ON. 
hiífr ship's hull; cf. L. cápa barrel (see cu- 
POLA) Gr. kupé, Skr. kůpas hole. The 
present form depends upon OE. obl. forms. 


ho hou excl. of surprise, triumph, to attract 
attention, etc. (‘stop!’, 'halt!), and (re- 
peated) of laughter. xur. Not recorded in 
OE.; partly - ON. hó (whence hóa call 
sheep together) or OF. ho halt! Cf. ono, 
HEIGH-HO, SOHO, YOHO, and L. eho used as 
a summons, to express surprise, and equiv. 
to ‘eh ?’; cf. also HA, HE2. 

hoar hier (arch.) grey-haired, greyish- 
white. OE. hay = OS., OHG. hér old, 
venerable (G. hehr august, stately, sacred), 
ON. hdrr hoary, old -- CGerm. (exc. Goth.) 
*vairaz, f. base *xat~ (repr. also, with d- 
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HOARD 


suffix, by OE. hàádor, OS. hédar, OHG. 
heitar, G. heiter bright, ON. heið bright sky) 
~~ IE. *kotra- (cf. OSI. sérit grey). Survives 
in hoa-rrrost (xi) and hoarhound, 
HOREHOUND. Hence hoa:ry! xvi. 


hoard hd(e)1d stock, store, treasure. OE. 
hord = OS. hord, horth treasure, secret 
place, OHG. hort, ON. hodd, Goth. huzd := 
CGerm. * yuzdam :- *kuzdhd-, for *kudhto-, 
f. *kudh- *keudh- (see HIDE*), So hoard vb. 
OE. hordian (cf. OHG. gihurten, Goth. 
huzdjan). For the sp. cf. board. 

hoarding h5-(a)1din temporary fence made 
of boards. xIx. f. hoard, earlier kord, hourd 
(XVIII), which seems to be based ult. on AN. 
hourdis, hurdis, £. OF. hourd, hort (- OF rank. 
*hurd = OHG. hurd HURDLE)+-is = L. 
-itiu-s; see -INGI, 

hoarhound see HOREHOUND. 


hoarse h5(o)s rough and deep-sounding. 
xiv. Late ME. hors-e, later hoors, hoarse 
(XVI-XVII) < ON. *hadrs (i= *hairsaR), hdss; 
this superseded ME. ho(o)s, OE. has (Sc. 
and north. ha(a)s, hais) = OF ris. hds, MLG. 
hés, hésch (Du. heesch), OHG. heis(i), 
(M)HG. heiser :- CGerm. (exc. Gothic) 
* vais(r)az, *xairsaz, of unkn. origin. 

hoax houks deceive by a fiction; earlier, 
poke fun at. xvi. prob. contr. of HOCUS. 


hob! hob rustic, clown xiv; sprite, elf xv. 
By-form of Rob (as in Kyng Hobbe, i.e. 
Robert Bruce, xiv), short for Robin, Robert 
male Christian names (cf. HODGE); now dial. 
exc. as in ho: bco:nLiN (cf. Robin Good- 
fellow) xvi. 


hob? hob side of a grate, perh. orig. back of 
a grate formed of a mass of clay xvi (in form 
hubbe) ; peg or pin as a target XVI. Of unkn. 
origin; cf. HUB. Hence ho*bwar. nail with 
a massive head and short tang. XVI. 


hobble! ho-bl [move unsteadily up and 
down; walk with unsteady rising and falling 
gait, XIV. prob. of LG. origin (cf. early Du. 
hobbelen toss, rock from side to side, halt, 
stammer), frequent. of hobben. 


hobble? ho-b! fasten together the legs of a 
horse, etc. XIX. var. of earlier hopple (xv1), 
prob. of LG. origin (cf. early Flem. hoppe- 
len), infl. by prec. 


hobbledehoy  ho:bidiho:, hobbadehoy 
ho*bedihoi: clumsy or awkward youth. xvt 
(hobledehoye, hobbard de hoy). Occurs in 
many forms, the origin of which is uncer- 
tain. If the -/- forms were the earliest, perh. 
f. HOBBLE! or thoball, hobil, hobbel clown, 
idiot (xv1) ; with the r- forms ‘and the second 
part of the word cf. thoberd term of abuse 
(xv) and Hoberdidance, Hobbididance (Sh.) 
name of a fiend, which are prob. f. by- 
form of the Christian name Robert (cf. 
HOB!, HOBBY?). 

hobby? ho-bi (arch., dial.) small horse xiv 
(Barbour); (h.-horse) in the morris dance, 
etc., figure of a horse manipulated by a per- 
former; stick with a horse’s head used as a 


HOD 


toy XVI; favourite pastime xvi. Earliest 
forms hobyn, hoby, i.e. Hobin, Hobby by- 
forms of the Christian name Robin (cf. Hos}, 
Hopee). @ Hence arch. F. aubin, thobin, 
thaubby, whence It. tubino. 


hobby? ho-bi small species of falcon. xv 
(hoby). —OF. hobé, hobet, dim. of hobe 
small bird of prey, rel. to F. hobereau, OF. 
hobel, hober(e)t: cf. medL. hobetus, hobelus, 


oberus ; of unkn. origin. 
hobgoblin see Hos. hobnail see Hos?. 


hob-nob ho-bnob drink together xv1i1; be 
on familiar terms x1x. orig. hob or nob, hob- 
a-nob, hob and nob, f. phr. (drink) hob or nob, 
etc., drink to one another alternately (cf. 
*hob, nob . . giu't or take't', Sh. "I'welfth 
Night’ 111 iv 262); continuing earlier hab- 
nab, hab or nab (xv1) get or lose, hit or miss, 
repr. some part (perh. pres. subj., e.g. habbe 
he, nabbe he) of HAVE and its negative (OE. 
habban and nabban). 


hobo houbou (U.S.) migrant labourer; 
tramp. XIX (c.1890). Of unkn. origin. 


hock! now only in HOLLYHOCK. OE. hoc 
mallow. 


hock? hok joint of the hind leg xvr; knuckle 
end of a gammon XVIII. Short for hockshin 
(hokschyne xiv), OE. hohsinu; see HovGH. 


hock? hok German white wine. xvir. Short 
for Thockamore - G. Hochheimer (wein) wine 
of Hochheim on the Main, Germany. 


Hockday ho-kdei second Tuesday after 
Easter Sunday. xu. ME. hokedei (3 syll.), 
of unkn. origin; so Hock 'lurspav xi, 
Hock Monpay, HockripveE xv; only hist. 
after XVII. 


hockey ho:ki outdoor game of ball played 
with sticks; stick so used. xix. Earliest 
form hawkey, of unkn. origin. @ In ‘hockie 
stickes or staves’, recorded from Galway 
Statutes of 1527, hockie may be for hooky 
hooked ; the ‘sport’ said by Cowper, 5 Nov. 
1785, to be called hockey at Olney consisted 
of boys ‘dashing each other with mud, and 
the windows also’. OF. hoquet bent stick, 
shepherd’s crook, cannot be connected. 


hocus pocus hou'kəs pou'kəs fconjurer, 
juggler; conjuring formula; jugglery, trick- 
ery. XVII (kocas pocas 1624, hokos pokos 
1625). Based ult. on hax pax max Deus 
adimax (xvi), pseudo-L. magical formula 
coined by vagrant students. Cf. G. Aokus 
pokus, as a formula ox box, ox pox, okos bocos 
(xvii). Hence as vb. juggle, hoax. xvir. Also, 
by shortening, ho'cus tsb. juggler ; jugglery. 
XVII; vb. play a trick upon xvii (Head); 
drug xix. Cf. HOAX. Q Derivation from 
Hoc est corpus meum (‘This is my body) in 
the Mass is an unlikely guess. 


hod hod open receptacle for carrying bricks, 
etc. XIV; receptacle for holding coal xix. 
synon. with, and perh. alteration of, (dial.) 
hot xui (hott, Cursor M.) ~ (O)F. Aotte pan- 
nier, creel, prob. of Germ. origin. 
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hodden hə'dn (Sc.) coarse woollen cloth. 
xvii, Of unkn. origin ; hodden grey, inver- 
sion for the sake of rhyme of grey hodden in 
Ramsay's 'Gentle Shepherd’ (1724) V ii 
(whence in Burns, Scott, etc.), is often writ- 
ten with a hyphen, as if hodden qualified grey 
or hodden-grey denoted a kind of grey. 


Hodge hod3 typical name for an English 
yokel. xvr. Pet-form of the Christian name 
Roger (ME. Hogge; see Ch. ‘Cook’s Pro- 
logue’ 12, 21, Gower ‘Vox Clamantis’ 1791); 
cf. HOB!. 


hodge-podge see HOTCHPOT. 


hodometer, odometer (h)odo:mitor in- 
strument for measuring distance travelled 
by a wheeled vehicle. xvir. = F. odomètre, f. 
Gr. hodós way (cf. PERIOD) + métron measure 
(see -METER). 


hoe hou implement for breaking up ground, 
etc. XIV (in AL. kowa xui). ME. howe 
= (O)F. houe = OFrank. *hauwa = OHG. 
houwa (G. haue), rel. to houwan HEW. ‘The 
present form, replacing the normal kow, 
was established by xviII; pronounced like 
mow and throw acc. to Ray (1674). Hence 
hoe vb. xv (in AL. how@re x11). 





hog hog swine, esp. castrated swine, barrow- 
pig OE. ; young sheep XIV; coarse or filthy 
person xv. Late OE. hogg, hocg, of which 
derivs. are hoggasier XII (cf. late L. porcaster 
young pig), hogget xiv, hoggerel xv1 (AL. 
hogerellus xi11), applied to a boar of a par- 
ticular age or to a young sheep; perh. of 
Celtic origin (cf. W. kuch pig, sow = Corn. 
hogh). Q The orig. application may have 
emphasized the age or condition of the 
animal. 


hogmanay hogmonei: (Sc. and north.) last 
day of the year. xvir. Corr. in meaning and 
use to OF. aguillanneuf last day of the year, 
new-year's gift (given and asked for with the 
cry ‘aguillanneuf’), of which the Norman 
form hoguinané may be the immed. source of 
the Eng. word. Q The F. word was meaning- 
lessly analysed as au-guy-l'an-neuf (Cotgr.) 
‘to the mistletoe the new year’. 


hogo hougou tpiquant flavour, relish; 
thighly seasoned dish; stench. xv (current 
till early xx). Early forms also hogoe, hogoo ; 
anglicization of F. haut goût (xvit, hautgoust, 
haultgust, etc.) high flavour (L. altus high, 
gustus taste; see OLD, GUSTO), 


hogshead ho-gzhed large cask for liquids 
XIV; 524 imperial gallons xv. f. hog's, g. of 
HOG +- HEAD, but the reason for the name is un- 
known (Kluge compares G. dial. bullenkop 
measure for beer) ; rendered into L. by caput 
porci (Liber Albus', an. 1417). €] Adopted on 
the Continent, itappears in altered forms and 
esp. with assim. of the first el. to ‘ox’, e.g. 
MiG. hukeshovet, Du. okshoofd, G. oxhoft, 
Sw. oxhuvud, Da. oxehoved. 


hoick(s) hoik(s) call to incite hounds. xvi 
(Topsell). orig. hoick a with boy, or a hound's 


HOLE 


name; var. of thike, as in hike a Bewmont 
(xvi, T'urbervile) ; cf. vorcks. 


hoist hoist raise aloft (as by tackle) xvr. 
Alteration of hotse (xvt), perh. through 
taking the pt. and pp. as the stem-form (cf. 
hoist Sh. ‘Hamlet’ 111 iv 207, hoised Acts 
xxvii 40). Earlier forms were hyse, hysse 
(xv), Sc. hes (xvi), prob. = Du. hijschen or 
LG. hissen, hiesen (whence also F. hisser, It. 
issare, etc., Icel. hisa, etc.), but the Eng. 
forms are earlier than any cited from else- 
where. The word appears early as an int. 
used in hauling: Eng. hissa, heisau, Sp. hiza, 
etc. The change in the stem-vowel of i to 
oi is paralleled by groin, joist. 


hoity-toity hortitorti sb. riotous behaviour, 
romping; adj. frolicsome, flighty; int. ex- 
pressing surprise at flighty conduct. XVII. 
Rhyming jingle f. thoit indulge in riotous 
mirth, romp (xv1). Cf. HIGHTY-TIGHTY. 


hokey-pokey houkipou:ki A. (dial.) hocus 
pocus ; B. cheap sort of ice-cream. xix. In 
A alteration of HocUs Pocus; in B of unkn. 
origin. 

hold! hould pt., pp. held +guard ; keep from 
getting away, falling, etc.; keep in a certain 
condition. OE. haldan (healdan), pt. héold, 
pp. A(e)alden = OF ris. halda, helt, halden, 
OS. haldan, held, gihaldan (Du. houden, 
hield, gehouden), OHG. haltan, hialt, gihaltan 
(G. pt. hielt), ON. halda, helt, haldinn, Goth. 
haldan, hathald, haldans; CGerm. orig. re- 
dupl. str. vb. with the primitive sense ‘watch 
(cf. BEHOLD), look after’, ‘pasture (cattle)’, 
as in Gothic, retained in the sense of keep- 
ing flocks in OE. heorde and scép healdan, 
OHG. hirta haldente, ON. halda fé, halda 
gettr, hence the series ‘guard, defend’, ‘rule’, 
‘possess’, ‘retain, maintain, sustain’. The 
word had a wide development of meaning 
in OE., which was amplified, esp. in com- 
bination with advs., by contact with L. 
tenere, F. tenir, and their comps. The pp. 
holden, which began to be repl. by the pt. 
form held c.1500, is retained in some formal 
uses ; dial. hadden, hauden, hodden are wide- 
spread. Hence, and partly = ON. kald hold, 
fastening, support, custody, hold sb. xir. 
See further, for the senses ‘tenure’, ‘pro- 
perty’, COPYHOLD, FREEHOLD, LEASEHOLD ; 
also HOUSEHOLD, STRONGHOLD. ho'ldrFasr 
grasp; clamp, staple. xvr; prob. after Du. 
thoudvast, houvast. 


hold? hould cavity in a ship for the stowage 
ofcargo. XVI. Alteration, by assim. to prec., 
of hole, holl (xv), prob. - (M)Du. hol HOLE. 


hole houl hollow place; opening, aperture. 
OE. hol, inflected hole, holes, etc. = ON. 
hol, orig. n. sg. of hol hollow = OF ris., OS., 
(M)Du., OHG. hol (G. hohl), ON. holr, 
CGerm. (exc. Gothic) *yulax (cf. OHG. 
huli, G. héhle, OE. hylu, ON. hola hollow, 
hole, hylr deep place, pool); ult. f. var. of 
IE. *kel- cover, CONCEAL; cf. HELL, HELM?, 
HOLLOW. So hole vb. make a hole (in). OE, 
holian = OHG. holón, Goth. -hulón. 
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holiday ho:lidi religious festival, holy day; 
day of cessation from work, day of recrea- 
tion. OE. Ahaligdeg, late hàlideig; also as 
two words inflected (cf. HOLY DAY). 


holla boo int. tstop! cease!; shout to 
excite attention. XVI. — F. hold, 1.e. ho (see 
HO), lå there. Cf. HALLO, HOLLO. 


holland ho-ond linen fabric orig. named 
holland cloth from Holland, a province of 
the Netherlands, its place of manufacture. 
xv. — Du. Holland, earlier tHoltlant, f. holt 
wood (HOLT) + lant LAND. 


hollands ho-londz kind of gin. xvin. For- 
merly Hollands genever and gin. — Du. hol- 
landsch (pronounced with final s), hollandsche 
genever Dutch gin; see -ISH?, GIN?. 


hollo ho-lou cry out loud. xvi (Boorde). 
var, of HOLLA ; dial. and vulgar holler. 


hollow hoa-lou having an empty space in- 
side; concave. Xit. ME. Aol5, holu, inflected 
hol(e)we, attrib. use of OE. holh hole, cave, 
obscurely rel. to hol HOLE. The origin of 
the phr. beat hollow, earlier carry, have, get 
it hollow, used advb. ‘thoroughly’, is unkn. 
Hence sb. hollow place xv1 (not continuous 
with the OE. sb.). and hollow vb. xv. 


holly ho:di plant of the evergreen genus 
Ilex. xir (koli). Reduced form of OE. holen, 
holegn, ME. holin, -yn, later hollen, Sc. -in, 
rel. to OS., OHG. hulis (MHG. huls, G. 
hulst), OFrank. *Auls, which is the source of 
F. houx, and further to W. celyn, Ir. cuilenn, 
Gael. cuiltonn. 


hollyhock ho:libok tmarsh mallow, Althza 
officinalis x111 ; Althzea rosea xvi (W. Turner). 
f. HOLY+HOCK!, with ref. to some sacred 
association ; cf. the W. name hocys bendigaid 
‘blessed hock! (in lr. ucas, (h)ocas, Olr. 
hociamsan). 

holm(e) houm islet, esp. in a river x1; low- 
lying land by a river xin. ~ ON. holmir islet 
in a bay, lake, or river, meadow on the 
shore, corr. to OE. (poetic) kolm billow, 
wave, sea, OS. kolm hill. It is commonly 
assumed that the orig. sense was ‘hill’, 
which is not recorded in OE., but is found 
in early ME. (La3.), and that the base is 
therefore identical with that of HILL. 


holm-oak hou'm ouk evergreen oak, 
Quercus Ilex. xvi. f. holm holly (xiv), holm- 
oak (xvi), alteration of TAolin HOLLY J- OAK. 


holo- bo:lo(u), before a vowel hol-, comb. 
form of Gr. Aólo-s whole, entire, in many 
technical terms. 


holocaust ho-lékist whole burnt offering 
XIII (‘Genesis and Exodus’); complete sacri- 
fice xv ; complete destruction xvii (Milton). 
— (O)F. holocauste = late L. holocaustum = Gr. 
holókauston, f. hólos whole + kaustós, var. of 
kautós burnt, f. katein burn (cf. CAUSTIC). 


holograph ho-légraf (letter, etc.) written 
wholly by the person in whose name it 
appears. XVII. — F. Aolographe or late L. 
holographus - Gr. hológraphos; see HOLO-, 
-GRAPH, 


HOME 


holster hou:lstar leather case for a pistol. 
xvi. (Butler, ‘Hudibras’). corr. to and 
contemp. with Du. holster, but the earlier 
history of neither word is apparent; the 
base may be Germ. *yul- *yel- CONCEAL. 


holt hoult (dial.) wood, copse. OE. holt = 
OFris., OS., ON. holt, (M)Du. hout, (O)HG. 
holz =~ CGerm. (exc. Gothic) * yultam :- IE. 
*Eldos ; cf. OSI. kladů timber, beam, Gr. kld- 
dos twig, OIr. caill, (mod.) coill (1— *kaldét), 
Gael. coill(e), W. celli. 


holus-bolus hou:losbou:los all in a lump, all 
at once. XIX. The earliest evidence is dial. ; 
presumably burlesque latinization of whole 
bolus or repr. assumed Gr. *hólos bôlos ‘whole 
lump’ (see BOLUS). 


holy hou'li kept apart for religious use; 
pert. or conformed to what is divine. OE. 
halig, -eg = OF ris. hélich, OS. hélag, -eg, 
OHG. heilag (Du., G. heilig), ON. heilagr, 
Goth. hailag (once only, in n. form) :- 
CGerm. *xailagaz, f. *xailaz WHOLE; the 
regular equiv. of L. sanctus, sacer; the pri- 
mary meaning may have been either 'of 
good augury’ or ‘inviolate’. Derivatives and 
comps. show variety of vowel according to 
the period of shortening of the OE. stem- 
vowel à; cf. HALLOW, ALL HALLOWS, HALI- 
DOM, HOLIDAY, HOLLYHOCK, and the proper 
names Halliday, Halliwell, Holliwell, Holy- 
tell ho:liwel. Hence holy pay houli dei: 
(eccl.) day of special observance as feast or 
fast. OE. hdlig dwg; revived in xix; Holy 
Guost the Third Person of the Trinity. OE. 
se halga gast ‘the holy spirit’, halig gdast, hali- 
gást (often as one word in ME.), tr. ecclL. 
sanctus spiritus (Holy SPIRIT XIII); holy- 
STONE hourlistoun piece of sandstone for 
scouring decks x1x; called bibles and prayer- 
books (large and small); cf. Du. bijbel (so 
used) and vb. psalmzingen sing psalms, for 
the operation; said to be so named because 
the work is done kneeling; holy water. OE. 
hdéligweter, ME. haliwater; tr. ecclL. aqua 
benedicta ‘blessed water’. 


hom houm sacred plant of the Persians. 
XIX. = Pers. hOm = Skr. soma SOMA. 


homage ho-mid3 acknowledgement of alle- 
giance as another’s man. xu. ME. (h)omage 
—- OF. (h)omage (mod. hommage) = Pr. 
homenatge, Sp. homenage :~ medL.. homind- 
ticum, f. homin-, homó man (rel. to HUMUS); 
see -AGE, 


home houm house, abode (long home grave) 
OE.; native place xIv; one’s own place or 
country xv1 (Sh.). OE. hàm n. collection of 
dwellings, village, estate, house, corr. to 
OFris. hàm, hém, OS. hém (Du. heem), 
(O)HG. heim n., ON. heimr m., Goth. haims 
fem. village (a more general sense is seen 
in Goth. ana|heims present, aflhaims ab- 
sent); the ult. relations of the Germ. base 
* xaim- are disputed. 'T'he Germ. acc. of di- 
rection without prep. (cf. L. domum) survives 
in the advs. OE. hém, (O)HG,, ON. heim. 
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«Qj The primitive sense ‘village’ survives in 
traditional place-names in Eng. -ham, G. 
-heim. Hence home vb. go home. XVIII; 
whence (of birds) ho:mzn!, ho:miuc. xix. 
ho-merv* +domestic, familiar ; plain, simple 
XIV; uncomely xvi (Sh.). prob. in part an 
accommodation of ON. heimligr; cf. also 
cane hémelik, OHG. heim(e)lich (G. heim- 
ich). 


homer hou'mai Heb. measure of capacity. 
XVI. - Heb. xómer 'heap'. 


Homeric houme'rik pert. to Homer. xvi. 
— L. Homéricus - Gr. Homérikós; see -1C. 
So THome:'ricar. xvi. 


homicide? ho-misaid killer of another human 
being. xiv. — (O)F. homicide —- L. homicida, 
f. shortened stem of homin-, homó man -+ 
-cida -CIDE'. So ho'micipe? killing of a 
human being by another. xiv(Ch.). - (O)F. 
homicide — L. homicidium. Hence homi- 
ci:dar!, xvi (Pope). 


homily ho-mili religious discourse (to be) 
addressed to a congregation. xiv (Ch.). 
Late ME. omelie = OF. omelie (mod. homélie) 
~ecclL. homilia~ Gr. homilid intercourse, 
converse, discourse, (eccl.) sermon, f. Admi- 
los crowd, f. homoü together + ilé crowd, 
troop; see -Y?. Finally assim. to the L. form 
in XVI. So homiletic -e:tik. xvii. = late L. 
— Gr. homilétikós, f. homilétós, vbl. adj. of 
homilein consort or hold converse with, 
f. hómilos. 


hominy ho-mini maize boiled with water or 
milk. xvir (Capt. Smith). acc. to J. H. Trum- 
bull, from Algonquian appuminnéonash 
parched corn, f. appwóon he bakes or roasts + 
min, pl. minneash fruit, grain, berry. 


homo hou:mo(u) man. xvr (‘Homo is a 
common name to all men’, Sh.). L., rel. to 
HUMUS. homo sapiens serpienz (see 
SAPIENT), the human species. 


homo- ho:mo(u), homo:, before a vowel 
hom-, comb. form of Gr. homds SAME; in 
many techn. terms )( HETERO-. homogene- 
OUS -ds5i'nios of the same kind throughout. 
xvII. f. scholL. homogeneus, f. Gr. homogene-, 
-genés, f. gene(s)-, génos KIN; earlier homo-~ 
geneaL!. So homogeneity -i:iti. XVII. 
= scholl. homologous hömə'ləgəs corre- 
sponding (spec. math. xvII, biol., chem., etc.) 
XIX; earlier thomo-logat! xvi (Dee). 
homonym hə'mönim the same name to 
denote different things. xvir. = L. homõ- 
nymum — Gr. homönumon, n. of homénumos 
(see NAME) ; cf. medL.. homdnymus namesake. 
homophone ho:mófoun applied to words 
pronounced in the same way but differing 
in meaning XVII (only in dicts. before xix). 
- Gr. homóphónos (phóné sound). 


homeopathy houmia-papi system of 
medical practice in which ‘likes are cured by 
likes’, x1x (c.1830). ~ modL. homeopathia, 
G. homéopathie, f. Gr. hémoios like-+-padtheia 


HONORARIUM 


-PATHY; cf. ALLOPATHY. So homoeopath 
hou:miópzp, homeeopathic  hou:mi6é- 
pepik. -G. homdopath, -pathisch; cf. F. 
homéopathe, -pathie, -bathique. 


homoousian homouau'sien, homou:sian 
(theol.) consubstantial ) ( heterousian and 
homoi|ousian. xvi. —late L. homoiisidnus, 
f. homoüsius (Jerome) — Gr. hom(o)otísios, f. 
homdés SAME -+ ousid ESSENCE; see -IAN. 
Y homoiousian homoiau'sion of like sub- 
stance, believing that the Father and the Son 
in the Godhead are of like substance. XVIII. 
= late L. f. Gr. homotoiísios, f. hómoios like. 


homunculus homa‘ykjiiles diminutive man. 
XVIIL. L., dim. of hom man; see -CLE. 


hone houn whetstone. xIv. spec. use of 
OE. hdn stone (often one serving as a land- 
mark) = ON. hein :- Germ. *yaind, prob. 
to be referred to the same base as Gr. kónos 
CONE, Skr. ¢dnas, and L. cds, cét- whetstone. 


honest o-nist marked by uprightness or 
probity; Tcomely, decent xii1 (Cursor M.); 
Thonourable, respectable; Tchaste xiv. ME. 
onest(e) - OE. (h)oneste (mood. honnéte) — 
Pr., Sp. konesto, It. onesto = L, honestus, f. 
*hones-, honds HONOUR. So ho'nesty?. XIV 
(R. Rolle, R. Mannyng, Barbour, Ch.). 
- OF. (h)onesté = Sp. honestad, It. onestà 
-]L. honestás, for *honestitüs (-TY); as a 
name of the plant Lunaria biennis (xvi, 
Gerarde) the ref. is to its semi-transparent 
seed-pods. 


honey ha-ni sweet fluid collected from 
flowers by bees OE. ; sweetheart XIV ; sweet- 
ness xvi (Sh.). OE. hunig = OFris. hunig, 
OS. honeg, -ig, OHG. honag, -ang (Du., G. 
honig), ON. hunang :- CGerm. (exc. Gothic, 
which has milip -— Gr. melit-, méli) * xuna(g)- 
gam. 'lhe sp. with o (apart from its use as 
a graphic var. of u next to n) points to a 
widespread ME. form Aómi (whence Sc. 
hinny, like brither, mither, from brother, 
mother). Hence ho:neycoms. OE. hunig- 
camb. ho:neyMooN first month after mar- 
riage XVI (J. Heywood); expl. by early 
writers with ref. to affection of married 
people changing with the moon. ho-ney- 
suckle clover xiir; woodbine, Lonicera XVI. 
ME. hunisuccle, -soukel, extension of hunisuce, 
-souke (surviving dial.), OE. hunigstice, -stige 
(f. stican, stigan SUCK). honeyep!, honied 
ha‘nid sweetened as with honey. xiv (Ch.). 


honk honk (U.S. and Canada) cry of the 

wild goose x1x (Thoreau); noise made by 
a motor-horn xx. imit. Cf. honc, earlier 
cohonc (xvi), N. Amer. Indian name for 
a wild goose. 


honorarium  onorzo:riom fee for services 
rendered. xvii (Evelyn). L., gift made on 
being admitted to a post of honour, sb. use 
of n. of hondrdrius, whence ho-norary. xvii 
(Selden). So honori-ric conferring honour. 
xvii. — L. honórificus (Cicero). 
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honour, U.S. honor o-naz renown, reputa- 
tion XH; high rank or dignity XIII; high re- 
spect or esteem; chastity XIV; upright cha- 
racter XVI. ME. (A)onur, (h)onour, an(o)ur 
— AN. anur, -our, OF. (/)onor, (h)onur, 
earlier enor (mod. honneur) — Pr. enor, Sp. 
honor, It. onore 1- L. honórem, nom. honor, 
earlier honós (cf. HONEST). So honour vb. 
Xil. =~ OF. onorer, onurer (F. honorer) :— 
L. honõräre, f. honõr-. ho:nourABLE. xv(as 
an honorific prefix). - (O)F. - L.. (Cicero). 


honved ho-nved Hungarian army in the 
revolutionary war of 1848-9; (later) militia 
reserve. XIX. Magyar, f. hon home + ved 
defence, corr. to G. heimwehr. 


hoo hia int. xvi (Sh.) var. of wHOO. 


hooch hütí (U.S.) alcoholic liquor, spirits. 
xx. abbrev. of Alaskan Aoochtnoo, name of 
tribe that made such liquor. 


hood hud soft covering for head and neck. 
OE. héd = OF ris. héd, MDu. hoet (Du. 
hoed), OHG. huot (G. hut hat) :- WGerm. 
*xoda, xel. to HAT. Hence hoo:dMan 
hooded man xvi; blindfolded player in 
hoodman-blind, the older name of blindman’s 
buff. hoodwink hu:dwigk cover the eyes 
to prevent vision XVI; fig. XVII. 


-hood hud OE.-Aád — OS. -hed,(O)HG. -Ae:t, 
orig. a CGerm. independent sb. meaning 
‘person’, ‘sex’, ‘condition, rank’, ‘quality’, 
OE. hád, OS. hed, OHG. heit, ON. heiór 
(honour, worth), Goth. haidus (kind, man- 
ner), rel. to ON. heià bright sky, Skr. kétus 
brightness, kétas form, shape, sign. The 
transition from independent status to that 
of suffix is illustrated by the coexistence of 
OE. fémnan had and fémnhdd virginity. 
This suffix may be added freely to most sbs. 
denoting a person or a concrete thing to ex- 
press its condition or state, as OF. cildhad 
childhood, préosthad priesthood; it lends 
itself readily to nonce-formations, e.g. dog- 
hood, I-hood, soulhood. It has been added 
to a few adjs., e.g. falsehood, hardihood (Mil- 
ton), likelihood, tlustihood, which superseded 
formations with the parallel -HEAD. Where 
comps. in -head and -hood survive side by 
side, as in godhead and godhood, maidenhead 
and maidenhood, there is differentiation of 
meaning. Livelihood is the result of per- 
version. A few comps. have developed 
particularized or semi-concrete meanings, 
as brotherhood, knighthood, neighbourhood, 
sisterhood. 


hoodlum hu'dləm (U.S. sl.) street rowdy 
or loafer. x1x (c.1870 in San Francisco). Of 
unkn. origin. 


hoodoo hü:dü (U.S.). xix (c.1880). unexpl. 
alteration of VOODOO. 


hoof hif pl. hoofs, hooves (hiivz) horny 
growth on the feet of horses, etc. OE. 
höf = OF ris., OS. héf (Du. koef), OHG. 
huof (G. huf), ON. hófr :- CGerm. *xofaz 
(exc. Gothic), rel. to synon. Skr. saphds, 
Av. safa. 


HOPLITE 


hook huk bent length of metal, etc., for 
catching hold or hanging. OE. hdc = 
OFris., MLG., MDu. hék (Du. hoek) cor- 
ner, angle, point of land (cf. ON. hekja 
crutch), rel. to OE. kaca bolt, OS. kaco 
(MDu. kake, Du. haak}, OHG. hako (G. 
haken) hook, ON. haki (whence, or from 
MDu., dial. hake xv) ; Russ. kógoť claw, iron 
hook; cf. HANK. Hence hook vb. tbend, 
curve XIII; attach (as) with a hook xvi. 


hookah hu-ko Eastern tobacco-pipe. xviri. 
—- Urdu - Arab. huggah casket, vase, cup, 
bottle containing water through which the 
tobacco-smoke is drawn, in Urdu extended 
to the whole apparatus. 


hooker hu'kər two-masted Dutch vessel 
XVII; one-masted fishing-smack xIx. ~ Du. 
hoeker, f. hoek nook (in earlier hoekboot); 
see -ER}, 


hooligan hirvligan (young) street rough. 
c. 1898. Said to be f. the name of a rowdy 
Irish family in London. 


hoop! hip circle of metal, etc. x11. Late 
OE. hóp — OFris. hop, MDu. hoop (Du. 
hoep) :- Germ. (of the LG. area) *xopaz, 
rel. to ON. Adp small land-locked bay. 


hoop? hip utter a cry of ‘hoop’. xiv (PPL, 
Ch.). Late ME. houpe, howpe- (O)F. houper, 
f. houp (imit.). Hence hooping (later whoop- 
ing)-cough. xvii. Cf. wHOOP. 


hooray hurer, var. of HURRAH, XIX. 


hop! hap spring on one foot. OE. hoppian, 
corr. to (M)HG. Aopfen, ON. hoppa, f. a 
base repr. aiso in OE. hoppetan, G. hopsen, 
and prob. cogn. with synon. OSI. kipéts. 
Hence ho-pper! creature that hops xir; 
part of a grinding-mill having orig. a hop- 
ping movement xiv (Ch.). 


hop? hop (ripened cone(s) of) the female 
hop-plant, Humulus Lupulus. xv (hoppe). 
- MLG., MDu. hoppe (Du. hop), in OS. 
feld|hoppo - late OHG. hopfo (G. hopfen). 
The OE. word was hymele == MLG., homele, 
ONorw. humli- OSl. chümeli, €| MedL. 
huppa, humulus, Finn. humala, and F. hou- 
blon are from German. 


hope! houp expectation of something de- 
sired. Late OE. hopa, also tohopa, corr. to 
OLG. tóhopa, OFris., MLG., MDu. hope 
(Du. hoop). Also hope vb. Late OE. hopian 
= OFris. kopia, (M)Du. hopen. Not in 
OHG.; first in MHG. hoffe, hoffen; orig. 
words belonging to LG. areas, whence they 
spread to HG. and Scand. (Sw. hopp, hoppa, 
Da. haab, haabe); of unkn. origin. 


hope? houp (Sc. and north. Eng.) piece of 

enclosed land OE.; small enclosed valley 
XIV; (from MLG.) inlet, haven xv. Late 
OE. hop = MLG. hop (in place-names), 
MDu. hop bay; ult. origin disputed. 


hoplite ho:plait heavy-armed foot-soldier. 
xvi. =~ F. hoplite - Gr. hoplttes, f£. hóplon 
weapon, pl, Adpla arms; see -ITE. 
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HOPSCOTCH 


hopscotch ho:pskot] children’s game of hop- 
ping over a pattern of lines. XIX. f. HOP*-+ 
SCOTCH scored line or mark; earlier tscotch- 
hoppers (xvi1), Thop-scot (XVIIL). 


horary h5'rori relating to the hours. xvi. 
— medL. Aóràárius, f. hóra HOUR; see -ARY. 


horde houd tribe or band of Tartar nomads 
XVI (horda, hord); great troop, gang XVII. 
— Pol. horda (whence F., G., Du. horde, Sw. 
hord), corr. to Russ. ordd, It., Rum. orda; 
all ult. — Turki ordi, ordū camp (see URDU). 


horehound, hoarhound h5ouhaund the 
plant Marrubium vulgare, characterized by 
a white downy pubescence. OE. hare hüne, 
f. hár HOAR + hine ‘marrubium’, of unkn. 
origin. For the parasitic d cf. ASTOUND, 
BOUND’, SOUND". 


horizon horarzon line at which earth and 
sky appear to meet xiv (Ch., Trevisa, 
Gower); fig. xvi. Late ME. orizont(e), 
orizon = OF. orizonte, orizon (mod. horizon) 
= Sp. horizonte, It. orizonte = late L. hori- 
zont-, nom. -6n~ Gr. horizdn, sb. use (sc. 
kiiklos circle) of prp. of horizein bound, limit, 
define (cf. AoRIST) f. hóros boundary, limit, In 
later OF. and Eng. conformed to the L. nom. ; 
in early use stressed on the initial syll. So 
horizontai! horizo'ntəal pert. to the horizon 
XVI; parallel to the plane of the horizon xvii. 
-F. or modL. 

horn hin bony excrescence (often curved 
and pointed) on the head of cattle, etc. ; in- 
strument made from or in imitation of this 
OE.; pointed projection XII; substance of 
it XV. OE. horn m., corr. to OFris., OS. korn 
m., OHG., ON. horn n. (Du., G. horn), 
Goth. haurn n. :- CGerm. *xornaz, *xor- 
nan, rel. to L. cornü (whence Celtic corn, F. 
corne ; see CORN?), Skr. errgam, and further 
to Gr. kéras (see HART). hornBLENDE hd-in- 
blend (min.). xvi. -G. ho-rnpook ABC 
tablet covered with horn. xvi (Sh.). 


hornet hounit insect of the wasp family. 
The present form appears xv, succeeding to 
earlier hernet, harnet, prob. all- MLG. 
hornte, MDu. hornte, hornete, corr. to OE. 
hyrnet, hyrnetu, earlier hurnitu, hirnitu, OS. 
hornut, OHG. hornuz (G. hornisse), which 
have the appearance of derivs. of HORN (cf. 
OS. hornobero ‘horn-bearer’, hornet) ; see -ET. 


hornito hdini-tou low oven-shaped volcanic 
mound. XIX. Sp., dim. of horno (:— L. 
furnus) oven, FURNACE. 


horologe horralods timepiece, clock. xiv 
(Wycl. Bible, Ch.) —- OF. orloge, oriloge 
(mod. horloge) = Pr. reloge, Sp. reloj, It. 
orologio :- L. horologium — Gr. hórólogion, f. 
hoórológos, f. hórá time, HoUuR-- -Iogos telling 
(see -LCGUE). Also horologium  -lou:- 
ds3iom, -lo:d3iom thorologe xvi1; (Gr. Ch.) 
book containing the canonical hours xviir. L. 

horoscope ho-raskoup plan showing the 
disposition of the heavens at a particular 
moment. XVI (earlier in L. form). —(O)F. 
horoscope — L. horoscopus - Gr.  hóroskópos 





HOSE 


sign in the ascendant at a birth, horoscope, 


f. hórd time, HOUR -- skopós observer (cf. 
SCOPE). 


horrible ho:ribl exciting horror. xiv. - OF. 
(h)orrible — L. horribilis, f. horrére (of hair) 
stand on end, tremble, shudder; see -IBLE. 
So ho-rrip! bristling, shaggy, rough xXvI 
(Spenser); horrible xvi (Sh.). ho-rror? 
emotion combining loathing and fear. XIV. 
= OF. (h)orrour (mod. -eur) = Pr., Sp. kor- 
ror, {t. orrore — L. horrdrem, nom. horror. 

horripilation  ho:ripilei:W[on ‘goose-flesh’. 
XVII. = late L. (Vulgate) horripilátio(n-), f. 
horripildre, £. horrére (see prec.) + pilus hair ; 
See -ATION. 


hors @’ceuvre (h)oid5:vr dish served as a 
relish at a meal. xvin (Pope). F., something 
out of the ordinary course, prop. ‘outside of 
work’; the els. of the phr. repr. L. foris out 
of doors, abroad, dé of, from, opera work. 
@ The usual Eng. pl. hors d’cuvres is 
non-French. 


horse hàzrs the quadruped Equus caballus 
OE.; contrivance whose use suggests the 
service of a horse (cf. CHEVAL-GLASS) XIV 
(Ch.), xvi. OE. hors n. = OFris. hors, hars, 
hers, OS. hros, hers (MLG. ros, ors, MDu. 
ors, Du. ros), OHG. (h)ros (MHG. ros, ors, 
G. ross) n., ON. hross m. :- CGerm. (exc. 
Gothic) *yorsam, *yorsaz, of unkn. origin. 
The Germ. word was orig. neuter (like deer, 
sheep, swine) and applicable to male and 
female; OE. nom. sg. and pl. were identical, 
but pl. horses appears in early x11; the un- 
inflected form survives for ‘horse soldiers, 
cavalry’. In attrib. use often denoting 
coarseness, roughness, or large size, as horse 
chestnut (xv1; cf. bot. L. Castanea equina, 
G. rosskastanie), laugh (xviii), leech (XV), 
mackerel (xvii), mint (xiii), play (xvi), radish 
(xvir). Hence horse vb. OE. horsian. 

Q The CIE. word is repr. by OE. eoh 
(Runic name), OS. ehujskalk, ON. jor, 
Goth. aihwa-, L.. equus, Gr. híppos, OS. aspa, 
Skr. dçvas, Lith. ašvå, Olr. ech, W. ep :— 
*ekwos. 


hortatory hó':totori pertaining to exhorta- 
tion. —late L. hortátórius, f. hortát-, pp. 
stem of hortári EXHORT ; see -ORY. 


horticulture hi-itikaltfaz cultivation of 
gardens. XVII. f. L. hortus garden (see 
YARD”), after AGRICULTURE. 


hosanna houzæ'nə Jewish liturgical for- 
mula, adopted in Christian worship. In OE. 
and ME. osanna, later hosanna (Tindale) 
-late L. (hjösanna = Gr. (hjösannd - Heb. 
hósha' ná,abbrev. of hoshi'àhnná save, pray! 


hose houz A. article of clothing for the leg 
OE. ; B. flexible pipe for conveying liquid 
xv. Late OE. hosa, -e = OS., OHG., ON. 
hosa (Du. hoos stocking, water-hose, G. 
hose) :- CGerm. (exc. Gothic) *xuson, -ón 
(whence Rom. forms, OF. huese, OSp. 
huesa, It. uosa). Sense B is prob. from Du. 
Celtic forms are from Eng. Hence hoster} 
hou:3'04 maker of or dealer in hose. xv. 
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HOSPICE 


hospice ho-spis house of rest, ‘home’. xix. 
—(O)F. hospice —- L. hospitium hospitality, 
lodging, f. Aospit-, hospes nosT?. 

hospital hospital (hist. hostel, hospice 
XIII ; asylum for the destitute or infirm xv; 
institution for the care of the sick xvi. - OF. 
hospital (mod. hépital). = medL. hospitdle, 
sb. use of n. of hospitdlis, £. hospit- ; see prec. 
and -AL'. Cf. HOSTEL, HÔTEL, SPITAL. So 


HOURI 


OHG. heiz (G. heiss), ON. heitr :- CGerm. 
*vaitaz (exc. Goth., but see HEAT). ‘The 
typical ME. form was Agt, hoot, with compar. 
hádtter, hótter (1- OE. háttra) ; the ó of the 
compar. and superl. Aótter, hóttest appears 
to have been established in the positive in 
xvi (as is shown by the sp. ott(e) and the 
jingle Little potte soone whot). Q For hot- 
short see under COLD-SHORT. 


hospita-lity. xiv. - (O)F.-L. hosp-it- | hotchkiss ho-t/kis machine-gun and rifle 


ABLE affording hospitality. xvi. f. medL. 
hospitdre receive as a guest, f. hospit-, HOST". 
ho-spitaller? member of certain charitable 
religious orders XIV; spiritual officer of a 
hospital xvi. = OF. hospitalier = medL. hos- 
pitálàrius, f. hospitäle; see HOSTEL, 

hospodar ho'spódà:i governor in Wallachia 
and Moldavia. xvii. - Rum. hospodár - 
Little Russ. hospoddr’ = Russ. gospoddr’, f. 
gospód' lord. 

host! houst (arch.) army xit1 ; /—s of heaven, 
Lord (God) of h—s (see SABAOTH) xiv (Wycl. 
Bible); great company, large number xvii. 
~ OF. (A)jost, (h)oost = Pr. ost, Sp. hueste, 
It. oste, Rum. oaste :— L. hosti-s stranger, 
enemy, in medL. army ; see GUEST. Qf The L. 


named after the inventor, B. B. Hotchkiss. 
1880. 


hotch-pot ho'tfpot mixture, medley xiv 


(Ch.), spec. in cookery xv ; (leg.) collation of 
properties to secure equality of division XVI. 
- AN., (O)F. hochepot, £. hocher shake, prob. 
of LG. origin+pot por. Altered by rhym- 
ing assim. to ho:tchpotch xv (hoche poche), 
and further to thogpoch (xv), thogepotche 
(xv1), Thodge-potch(xvi-xvi1), hodge-podge 
ho*d3pod5 xvir. 


hôtel, hotel houte:l, oute’l large {private or 


public residence xvir; house for entertain- 
ment of strangers and travellers xvin. - F. 
hótel, later form of hostel ; see HOSTEL. 


h, lost in Rom., was restored in OF. and | Hottentot ho-tentot member of a native 


ME. sp., and the aspirate was established in 
Eng. pronunc. 


host? houst man who lodges and entertains 
XIII ; (biol.) animal or plant having a parasite 
xix (Ray Lankester, tr. G. wirth). —- OF. 
(h)oste (mod. hôte) = Pr. oste, Sp. huesped, 
It. ospite, Rum. oaspete :- L. hospitem, nom. 
hospes host, prob. f. hostis (see prec.). So 
hostess? hou'stis. xirri. — OF. ostesse (mod. 


S. African race. XVII. — Du. Afrikaans Hot- 
tentot, also TOttentot, THottentoo, acc. to an 
early account, imit. word to denote stammer- 
ing or stuttering, with ref. to the abrupt 
pronunc. and ‘clicks’ of the language; early 
vars. were Hodmandod, Hodmodod, Hodmon- 
tot (XVII-XVIII). Q Native names for the race 
were Khoi-Khoim ‘men of men’, Quae Quae, 
Kwekhena, t Kuhkeub. 


hôtesse). For sp. and pronunc. cf. prec. hough hok quadruped's hock xiv; leg of 


host? houst Tvictim, sacrifice; Eucharistic 
wafer. XIV. ~OF. (h)oiste:= L. hostia 
victim, sacrifice. 


hostage ho-stid; tpledge given for the ful- 
filment of an undertaking by the handing 


beef, etc. xv; hollow behind man’s knee- 
joint xvi (Sc). ME. hos, hous, prob. f. 
shortened first el. of OE. hohsinu hamstring, 
tendon of Achilles (corr. to ON. Aásin), f. 
hoh heel+sinu sinew. Cf. HOCK’, 


over of a person; person thus held in pledge. hound haund dog (also fig.) OE. ; dog kept 


Xil. —(OJF. ostage, hostage (mod. otage) — 
Pr. ostatge, OSp. hostage, It. ostaggio := Rom. 
*obsidáticum, f. late L. obsidátus hostage- 
ship, f. obsid-, obses hostage, f. ob OB- 4 *sed- 
SIT; see -AGE. The initial 4 was induced by 
assim. to the words connected with HOST?. 


hostel ho'stol tplace of sojourn, lodging 
XIII; public place of lodging xiv (Ch.); 
students’ house of residence xvi. ~ OF. 


for the chase XIII; applied contemptuously 
to a person. OE. hund = OFris., OS. hund 
(Du. kond), OHG. hunt (G. hund), ON. 
hundr, Goth. hunds :- CGerm. *xundaz :- 
*kwntds, f. IE. *kwn-, repr. by (O)ir. cá 
(g. con), Gr. kudn (g. kunós), Lith. szud (g. 
sifis), Arm. Sun, Skr. gvds (g. çúnas), Toch, 
ku, and (obscurely) rel. toL. canis. Q Super- 
seded in gen. sense by dog. 


(h)ostel (mod. hétel HOTEL) = Pr., Sp. hostal hour auoi 60 minutes; one of the twelve 


:- medL. Aospitále HOSPITAL. So hostelnv 
(h)eslri inn, hostel xiv. (Ch). - OF. 
(h)ostelerie (mod. hétellerie), f£. (h)ostelier ; 
see OSTLER. 


hostile ho'stail pert. to an enemy, engaged 
in warfare xvi (Sh.); unfriendly, inimical 
XVIII. — F. Aostile or L. hostilis, f. hostis 
enemy ; see HOST!, -ILE. So hostilrry -i'liti. 


points on a dial; canonical service of prayer ; 
occasion. xu. ME. ure, our(e), later hour(e) 
— AN. ure, OF. ore, eure (mod. heure) — Pr., 
It. ora, Sp. hora, Rum. oard :- L. héra — Gr. 
hórá season, time of day, hour (cf. YEAR); 
repl. OE. tid TIDE and stund. Q The latinized 
sp. with k- has not influenced the pronunc., 
as it has in herb, humble, humour. 


xvI (Elyot). - F. or late L. houri huo'ri nymph of the Mohammedan 


host(e)ler see OSTLER. 


hot hot of high temperature, very warm. 
OE. hat = OFris., OS. hét (Du. heet), 
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paradise. xvi. -— F. houri - Pers. hiri, f. 
Arab. hür, pl. of haurá'; im hür-al-'ayün 
(females) gazelle-like in the eyes, f. hawira 
be black-eyed like the gazelle. 


HOUSE 


house haus, pl. houses hau':ziz building for 
human habitation, occupation, or worship; 
household, family OE. ; building for a speci- 
fic activity of a body of people xvi. OE. 
his = OFris., OS., OHG. his (Du. huis, G. 
haus), ON. hús, Goth. hüs (only in gudhis 
temple) :~ CGerm. *xtsam, of unkn. origin. 
So house hauz put in or receive into a 
house. OE. hiisian = MLG., MDu. hasen, 
OHG. hiisén (Du. huizen, G. hausen), ON. 
hiísa; f. the sb. Hence hou:sehold Tcon- 
tents, etc., of a house xiv (Wycl. Bible) ; in- 
mates of a house coll. xiv (Maund., Usk); 
Thousekeeping xv (Caxton)- MDu. Auus- 
houd (cf. HoLD sb.). housewife hau'swaif 
mistress of the household xir (AncrR.); 
Tuussv xvi ; nussir xvirt.. ME. hisewif, later 
hüswyfe, huswife (— xvir) f. HOUSE-d- WIFE. 
Hencehousewifenv. xv (huswyfery, Promp. 
Parv.), T-su1e. xur (AncrR .). 


housel hauzl (arch.) consecrated host at 
the Eucharist; holy communion. OE. hisl 
(whence ON. hiisl) = Goth. hunsl sacrifice, 
Gvcia; of unkn. origin. 





housings hau:zinz cloth covering, esp. for 
a horse. XIV. f. synon. ME. house XIV (in 
AL, hu(s)cia x111) - OF. houce (mod. housse) 
— medL. Aultia for *hulftia - Germ. *xulfti 
(MDu. hulfte pocket for bow and arrow. 
MHG. hulft covering); see -ING}. 


houyhnhnm mi'nm combination of letters 
intended to symbolize a horse’s neigh, in- 
vented by Swift in ‘Gulliver’s Travels 
(1726) as the name of a race of beings de- 
scribed as horses endowed with reason. Cf. 
YAHOO. 


hovel ho:vl, h4:vl shed xv ; rude dwelling- 
place xvir. The earliest exx. are from 
easterly areas; perh. of LG. origin, but no 
corr. form is known. 


hover ho:vor, h4:vo1 remain suspended in 
the air. XIV. frequent. f. synon. ME. hove 
hover, tarry, linger (from XIII), of unkn. 
origin; see -ERt. 


how! hau in what way, by what means. OE. 
hū = OFris. Az, hó, OS. (h)wó, hwuo (MLG. 
oe, Du. hoe), OHG. wuo :- WGerm. *xwo, 
adv. formation on *ywa- WHO, WHAT. Q A 
different synon. formation is repr. by OHG. 
(hAjwio (G. wie), Goth. hwaiwa. Hence how- 
beit haubi-it (arch.) however IT may BE, 
tconj. although (xiv), formerly with corr. 
pt. Tow ere tt (cf. ALBEIT). NOWE’VER (xiv), 
howsoe‘VER (xv), superseded thow so (x11), 
(dial.) howsoME'vER (XIII). 


how? hau (local) hill, mount, tumulus. 
— ON. haugr, f. Germ. *xaux- HIGH. 


howdah hau:do seat erected on an ele- 

phant's back. xvin. — Urdu, Pers. haudah 
— Arab. haudaj litter carried by camel or 
elephant. 


howitzer hau-itso1 short piece of ordnance 
for high-angle firing. xvr. = Du. houwitser ; 
superseding synon. TAowitz (xvi1); both - 


HUCKLEBONE 





G. haubitze, Thau( f )emtz, introduced into 
German during the Hussite wars - Czech 
houfnice stone-sling, catapult. Q@ The G. 
word is also the source of F. obus Thowitzer 
(now obusier), shell, It.obice, Sp. obus. 


howl haul utter a prolonged, loud, doleful 
cry. xiv (Ch., Gower). corr. to MLG., 
MDu. Aülen (Du. huilen), MHG. hiulen, 
hiuwein, rel. to OHG. hiiwila (MHG. hiuwel) 
owl; perh. immed. f. ME. hile (x111), later 
howle owr (cf. also L. wululàre howl, ulula 
owl, Gr. hulán bark). 


howlet see OWLET. 


hoy! hoi cry to excite attention (naut. in 


hailing or calling aloft). xrv(PPI.). Cf. aHoy. 


hoy? hoi small sailing-vessel. xv. - MDu. 
hoei, var. of hoede, heude (mod. heu), of unkn. 
origin. 

hoya hoio genus of climbing herbaceous 
plants. xix. modL., f. name of Thomas 
Hoy, Eng. gardener+ L. fem. suffix -A!. 


hoyden hoidn [rude fellow, boor xvi 
(Nashe) ; boisterousgirlxvii. prob. -(M)Du. 
heiden HEATHEN, gipsy. 


hub hab nave ofa wheel. xvir. prob. iden- 
tical with Hos’, of which Aub(be) is the 
earliest form, the basic meaning being perh. 
‘lump, mass’, Q Its transf. use (e.g. hub of the 
universe) is mainly due to O. W. Holmes 
(‘Boston State-House is the hub of the solar 
system’, 1858). 


hubble-bubble ha4:blb4:bl kind of hookah 
in which the smoke bubbles through water 
in a coco-nut shell xvii; bubbling sound 
xvii. Rhyming jingle on BUBBLE. 


hubbub ha-bab confused noise, as of shout- 
ing XVI (an yrishe whobub ; Irish hooboobbes ; 
the hobub ov the hue and crie); noisy dis- 
turbance xvir. Of Ir. origin; cf. Ir. abú used 
in battle-cries, and Gael. ub! ubub! int. of 
aversion or contempt, ubh, ubh int. of dis- 
gustor amazement, So hubbuboo haboabi: 
XVI (the Irish hubbabowe, Spenser). 


hubby habi colloq. (now vulgar or joc.) 
for HUSBAND. XVII; see -Yv, 


hubris hjü:bris (academic sl.) wanton inso- 
lence. XiX. Gr., with traditional Eng. pro- 
nunc. ; repr. also by latinized hybris hai-bris. 
xX. So hubrrsric. 


huckaback ha:kobzk stout linen fabric 
with a rough surface. xvir. (Also thugaback, 
thag-a-bag.) Of unkn. origin. 

huckleberry ha‘klbe:ri (U.S.) low berry- 
bearing shrub. xvit. prob. alteration of 
hurtleberry, WHORTLEBERRY. 


hucklebone ha‘klboun hip-bone, haunch- 
bone. xvi. f. huckle (xvi), dim. (see -LE’) of 
huck; parallel with huck-bone, late ME. hoke- 
bone (xv), Sc. Ahukebane (Dunbar), north. 
dial. heukbeean; perh. to be referred ult. to 
*hük-, as repr. in MLG., MDu. hüken, huk- 
ken sit bent, crouch. 
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huckster ha-:kstor petty tradesman. xI 


(huccstere, Orm). The earliest repr. of a 
group based on *huk-, prob. of LG. origin 
(but MDu. hoeker, hoekster hawker, retailer, 
are not recorded so early), other members 
being huckstery (thoxsterye, thuckustrye, 
also hokkerie, etc., PP1.), dial. huck vb. (xv), 
thukker sb. (x11), hucker vb. (XVI) ; see -STER. 
huddle ha-dl tconceal; pile or push to- 
gether in disorderly fashion ; crowd together 
confusedly. xvi. First recorded from G. 
Harvey and contemp. with thuddle adv. 
confusedly (Coverdale) and prp. huddling 
(Drant; hudling Horace, with ref. to L. satira 
hotch-potch); perh. of LG. origin and ult. 
f. *htid- HIDE; see -LE?. 

Hudibrastic — hjüdibrze'stik — burlesque- 
heroic like the ‘Hudibras’ of Samuel Butler 
(1663-78). xvin. f. Hudibras (taken over 
from Spenser’s ‘Faerie Queene’ 11 ii 17), 
after fantastic. 

hue hjü tform, aspect; colour. OE. héz, 
héow form, shape, appearance, colour, beauty 
= ON. hy down on plants (Sw. hy skin, 
complexion), Goth. kiwi form, appearance 
+ Germ. *yiujam, of unkn. origin. 

hue and cry hjiien¢krai- outcry calling for 
the pursuit of a felon. xvi. — legal AN. hu e 
crt, i.e. hu outcry (f. huer shout, of imit. 
origin), e and, cri CRY. 

huff haf tblow, puff xvr; tbully; (at draughts) 
remove (an opponent’s man) as a penalty 
(the removal being marked by blowing on 
the piece ; so Sc. blaw, G. blasen, F. souffler). 
XVII. imit. of the sound of blowing or puff- 
ing. Hence huff sb. tpuff of wind; tgust 
of anger; fit of petulance. XVIII. 

hug hag clasp tightly. xvi. prob. of Scand. 
origin; cf. ON. (Norw.) Augga comfort, con- 
sole, rel. to hugr thought, feeling, interest, 
hugo interest, affection, Augsa think, OE. 
hyge mind, heart, mood, hogian think (about), 
be intent (on), kogu solicitude, OFris. het, 
OS. hugi, OHG. hugu, OE. hyégan think, etc. 
huge hjüd3 very large or bulky. xir. ME. 
huge, hoge, howge, aphetic- OF. ahuge, 
ahoge, ahoege, of unkn. origin. 
hugger-mugger ha‘goima‘gor secrecy XVI; 
disorder, confusion XVII. Preceded by simi- 
lar rhyming jingles, hucker mucker or moker 
(xv1), and hoder moder (xv); prob. based on 
(dial.) mucker, ME. mokere hoard, and ME. 
hoder huddle, wrap up; ult. origin unkn. 


Huguenot hja-ganot French Protestant. 
xvi. — F. huguenot, alteration, by assim. to 
the name of a Geneva burgomaster, Besan- 
çon Hugues, of teiguenot, pl. taignos, thuge- 
naulx — Du. eedgenoot — Swiss G. eidgenoss 
confederate, f. ed OATH-+- genoss associate = 
OE. genéat companion (CGerm. *za- v--- 
*naut- NEAT!, ‘pasturing cattle together’). 

huh ha excl. of suppressed feeling. xvi. 


hulk halk A. ship, esp. large ship of burden 
OE.; body of a dismantled ship (cf. SHEER- 
hulk) xvu (Dryden); B. big unwieldy person 
xvi (Sh.). Late OE. Aulc, prob. reinforced 





HUMAN 


in ME. from MLG. hulk, holk(e), MDu. 
hulc, -ke (Du. hulk) = OHG. holcho (G. 
holk, hulk), whence OF. hulque, hurque; 
prob. a Mediterranean word (cf. Gr. holkds 
cargo ship, f. Aélkein draw, and the derived 
medL. hulcus, -a, -um). 


hull! hal (dial) shell of pease and beans. 
Late OE. hulu, f. wk. grade of kelan cover 
(cf. HELL, HELM!), whence also OE. hylma, 
OHG. kulla mantle, head-covering (G. 
hülle} += *#yuljő, and Du. huls, OHG. hulsa 
(G. hülse husk, pod) :— * yulisö. 


hull? hal body or frame of a ship. xv (koole, 

hole, holle, Promp. Parv.), perh. sb. use 
of hol HOLLOW, but the transf. from the 
interior to the exterior of the vessel is a 
diffculty. 


hullaballoo ha:lobali: tumultuous noise. 
xvii (hollo-ballo, Smollett). First recorded 
from northerly sources ; occurs with a great 
variety of forms in the first el., viz. hollo-, 
halloo-, hallo-, holli-, hulla-, which corr. to 
those of the ints. HALLOO, HOLLA, HULLO; 
the addition of the jingle may have been sug- 
gested by hurlyburly. 


hullo(a) holou: var. of HALLO, HILLO, HOLLO. 
XIX. 


hum ham make a low inarticulate murmur- 

ing sound. xiv (Ch.). imit.; cf. MHG. (G. 
dial.) hummen, and G. summen, brummen, 
Du. brommen. Also as int. xvi (Sh.), of 
very various significance. 


human hjü:mon pert. to man. xiV (Tre- 
visa). In earliest use Aumain(e), -ayn(e) 
- (O)F. humain, fem. -aine — Sp. humano, 
It. umano $= L., hiimdnus, rel. to homé man 
(cf. HUMBLE); see -AN. The sp. humane per- 
sisted in gen. use till early xvi, but the 
form human (based directly on L.) occurs in 
late xvir (Dryden). The variant humane 
hjümei*n, with differentiated pronunc., be- 
came restricted during xviii for the senses 
(i) characterized by disposition or behaviour 
befitting a man (formerly spec. tgentle, 
courteous XV-XVI), and (ii) pert. to studies 
that tend to humanize or refine (xv11). So 
hu:manisM Tbelief in the mere human 
nature of Christ xix (Coleridge 1812) ; de- 
votion to human interests or the humanities 
(c. 1830); after hu:manisT one devoted to 
the humanities xvi (earlier thumanitian, 
Holinshed, Jonson) — F. humaniste — It. uma- 
nista. humaniry hjumz-niti humane dis- 
position or conduct xiv (Wycl. Bible, Ch.); 
human quality or attributes xv (Lydg.; 
mankind xvi); polite learning, spec. (and 
from xvii pl.) the ancient Greek and Latin 
classics, literæ humaniores xv (Caxton ; de- 
pending on uses of F. humanité, it. umanità, 
and ult. L. hümánitás liberal education, as 
used by Cicero, Aulus Gellius, etc.). - (O)F. 
-L. Hence huraanita:RIAN one who affirms 
the humanity of Christ xix (Moore); one 
devoted to humane action or the welfare of 
the human race c. 1830. hu:manize. XVII 
(Holland). — F. humaniser. 
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humble ha4:mbl having a low estimate of 
oneself xii; of lowly condition xiv (Ch.). 
ME. (h)umble - OF. umble, (also mod.) 
humble - L. humili-s low, lowly, mean, base, 
f. humus ground, earth, rel. to homdé man; cf. 
HUMILIATE, etc. Hence hu:mble vb. xiv. 
€ The pronunc. A:mbl, repr. the original, is 
still used by some old-fashioned speakers. 


humble-bee ha:mblbi large wild bee, 
bumble-bee. xv. prob. - MLG. Ahummelbé, 
homelbé, f. hummel = (M)Du. hommel, OHG. 
humbal (G. hummel)+bé BEE. Cf. Thumble 
rumble, mumble (xrv) and bumble-bee (xvi). 


humble-pie hamblpai- tpie made of the 
umbles of an animal xvii (rare); phr. to eat 
humble-pie (by assoc. with HUMBLE) to sub- 
mit to humiliation xrx. f. unexplained var. 
of UMBLES + PIE”. 


humbug ha-mbag fhoax, imposture, fraud 
XVIII; pretence, sham; impostor xix. Of 
unkn. origin; its vogue is commented upon 
in “The Student’, 1751 (‘Of the Superlative 
Advantages arising from the use of the new- 
invented Science, called the Humbug’). 

humdrum ha'mdram monotonous, com- 
monplace. xvi (once humtrum ; as sb. in B. 
Jonson printed in italics as an out-of-the 
way word); in xvi1-xvrir Tundecided, shilly- 
shally. Not common before xviI1 ; of unkn. 
origin, but app. based on HUM. 


humeral bjü*morol pert. to the humerus or 
the shoulder(s). xvi. — modL. humerdlis, 
f. humerus (used in anat. for ‘upper arm’), 
with which cf. synon. Goth. amsans (acc. 
pl.), Skr. dmsas, Arm. us, Gr. mos ; see -AL1. 

humetty hjume'ti (her.) said of an ordinary 
couped so that the extremities do not touch 
the sides of the shield. xvi. f. thumet, 
thazumed fess or bar so couped ~ OF. *heau- 
met, dim. of heaume bar of a rudder-- -v*. 

humid hjü:mid moist. xvi. — F. humide or 
L.. himidus, var. of ümidus, f. ámére be moist ; 
see HUMOUR and -ID'. So humidity. 
xIv. —(O)F. or L. 


humiliate hjumi‘lieit thumble xvi; reduce 
the dignity of xviir. f. pp. stem of late L. 
humilidre, f. humilis HUMBLE; see -ATE?, 
Earlier TÀhu-mile xv (Caxton) — (O)F. humi- 
lier - late L. So humilia-Tron. xiv (Ch.). 
humilirry. xiv. - (O)F. ~ late L. 


hummock bha:mok protuberance of earth, 
etc. XVI. orig. and predominantly in naut. 
use; of unkn. origin. The orig. vowel of the 
first syll. is uncertain, the earliest exx. show- 
ing ham- beside hom-, both surviving dial. 

hummum, hummam ha'mam, hamaá:m 
"Turkish bath or bath-house. xvii (T. Her- 
bert). -'lurk.- Arab. hamméám bath, rel. 
to hummum coal, fuel, ashes. @ A bathing 
establishment called The Hummunns is said 
to have been set up in 1631 in Covent 
Garden, London. 


humour, U.S. humor hjü:moz fluid, spec. 
any of the four chief fluids of the body 
(blood, phlegm, choler, melancholy) xiv; 


HUNDRED 


mental disposition, orig. as determined by 
the proportion of these Xv; mood, temper, 
inclination xv1; quality of action or speech 
which excites amusement; faculty of per- 
ceiving this xvi. —- AN. (A)umour, OF. 
(hjumor, -ur (mod. humeur) = Pr. umor, 
Sp. humor, It. umore :- L. (h)ümórem, nom. 
(h)iimor, f. (h)tim-, as in nuMID. Hence hu-- 
mour comply with the humour of. xvi 
(Sh.). So hu-mo(u)risT tperson subject to 
‘humours’; humorous or facetious person. 
XVI. = F. kumoriste. humorous tmoist, 
humid; pert. or subject to ‘humours’ XVI 
(Sh.); showing humour xvin (Addison). 


hump hamp protuberance on the back, etc. 
XVIII ; (sl.) fit of ill humour xix (perh. from 
‘humping the back’ in sulkiness). Earlier 
in humpback, -backed (late xv11), rep]. earlier 
synon. crump-backed, and perh. a blending 
of this with synon. hunch-backed ; the similar 
LG. humpe, Du. homp lump, hunk (whence 
G. humpe) may be related. 


humph hamf fexcl. used as a signal (cf. 
HEM) xvit (Otway, who uses it also as vb.); 
excl. of doubt or dissatisfaction xviI (hmh?, 
Jonson). 

Humpty-Dumpty ha:mPtida-mPti A. fale 
boiled with brandy xvii (by Bentley coupled 
with the drink hugmatee); B. short dumpy 
person (in the well-known nursery rhyme 
usu. taken to refer to an egg, which, once 
broken, cannot be restored). xvii (Grose). 
The connexion of the two senses is not 
clear; f. HUMP and DUMP, but the ending -ty 
is unexpl. 

humus hjū:məs (agric.) vegetable mould. 
XVIII. L., ‘mould, ground, soil’. 

Hun han member of an Asiatic race of war- 
like nomads. OE. (pl.) Hūne, Hünas, corr. 
to MHG. Hünen, Hiunen (G. Hunnen), ON. 
Húnar, also Hýnar = late L. Hunni, Hünī, also 
Chunni, Chüni, medL. also Hun(n)ones, Gr. 
Hotinnoi — Turki Hun-yii. In ME. Hunuze 
(La3.), Huneys (R. Mannyng), later Hun(n)es, 
are of F. origin (OF. pi. Huns, ‘Chanson de 
Roland’), partly repr. late L. Hunniscus, 
whence Hu-nnisu! (xtx), tHunnian, tHun- 
nican (xv11); cf. MHG. hiunisch, G. hunnisch, 
ON. Hunskr. 


hunch hantf (dial.) thrust, shove xvi; com- 
press intoa hump xvir. So hunch sb. tpush, 
thrust xvir; (dial.) lump, hunk xvi. T'o be 
grouped with hu-nchbacked humpbacked 
xvi (whence hunchback xvii), which are 
synon. with tbunch-backed, thulch-backed 
(xv1); of unkn. origin. @ OE. hunéettan 
to limp, though formally parallel, does not 
agree in sense. 


hundred ha:ndrad A. ten times ten, roo, c. 
B. division of a shire, reckoned as 100 hides 
of land OE. fC. in N. America, political 
division of a county XVII. Late OE. hundred 
= OF ris. hundred, OS. hunderod (Du. hon- 
derd), MHG., G. hundert, ON. hundrad 
(whence hundrað, -eð in late Nhb., surviv- 
ing dial. in hunderth): CGerm. (exc. 
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Gothic), f. *yundam hundred, whence OE., 
OFris., OS. hund, OHG. hunt, Goth. (pl. 
only) Aunde — L. centum, Gr. he|katon, 
Lith. szimtds, Olr. cet, OW. cant, Skr. 
gatdám, Av. satam, Toch. känt(e):— IE. 
*kmtdém, poss. for *d(e)kmtém, f. *dekm TEN; 
the ending is Germ. *rap — number (Goth. 
vapj6 RATIO). @ The pronunc. ha:ndaid 
continued in educated use till late xrx. 
Walker says: ‘This word has a solemn and 
a colloquial pronunciation. In poetry and 
oratory the first mode [ha:ndrad] is best; on 
other occasions the last [hA*ndaaud].' 

ME. hundre, surviving in Sc. hunder, is 
prob. of Scand. origin (cf. Sw. hundra). Be- 
side hund (which was superseded by kun- 
dred c.1200), OE. had hundtéontig = OHG. 
zehanzug, ON. tíutiger. Œ ON. hundrað 
was orig. 120, which use of hundred survives 
in dial. Eng., equiv. to great or long hundred 
(xv1); cf. hundredweight 112 lb. (XVI). 


hung hay pt. and pp. of HANG. 


Hungarian hangesrien pert. to (native of) 
Hungary, country of central Europe. xv. 
f. Hungary, medL. Hungaria (F. Hongrie), 
f. (H)ungari, Ungri, Ugri (cf. UGRIAN), 
medGr. Owuggroi, G. Ungarn, foreign name 
of the people called by themselves MAGYAR. 


hunger ha:gga:r craving appetite; Tfamine. 
OE. hungor, -ur = OS., OHG. hungar (Du. 
honger, G. hunger), ON. Aungr s Germ. 
*xuggruz (Gothic has Aührus += *xugxruz); 
further relations are doubtful, but Gr. kdg- 
kanos dry, kégkein be hungry, Skr. kákat 
be thirsty, have been compared. So hu-n- 
ger vb. OE. hyngran, -ian (= OS. gihun- 
grian, Goth. huggrjan) was superseded in 
ME. by hungeren, through assim. to the sb. ; 
cf. MLG., MDu. hungeren (Du. hongeren), 
OHG. hungaren (G. hungern). hungry! 
OE. hungrig — OF ris. hungerig, OHG. hun- 
g(a)rag (G. hungrig). 

hunk hank (dial., colloq.) large piece cut off. 
XIX. prob. of LDu. origin (cf. WFlem. hunke 
chunk of bread or meat, of which there are 
no obvious cogns.). 


hunks hanks (arch., dial.) surly old person, 
miser. XVII (Dekker). Of unkn. origin. 


hunt hant go in pursuit of wild animals, 
trans. and intr. OE. huntian, f. wk. grade of 
base of hentan seize (arch. or dial. hent), 
repr. IE. *kend-, parallel to *kent- *knt-, 
whence OE. hüb booty, OHG. heri|hundu 
spoils of war, Goth. fra|hin pan take prisoner, 
hunps booty, OSw. hinna obtain. Hence 
hu'nteR!. OE. huntere, evidenced in place- 
names; superseded OE. kunta, which sur- 
vives in the surname Hunt. huntrrss!. 
xiv (Ch.). hu'ntsMAN. XVI. 


hup hap callto a horse. xvin. Cf. Du. hop! 
gee-up. 


hurdle hé-1dl rectangular wattled frame- 
work. OE. hyrdel :— *yurðilaz, f. Germ. 
*xurüiz, repr. by OS. hurth, MLG. hurt, 


hort, (M)Du. horde, OHG. hurt (MHG. 
hurt, pl. hürte, hürde, G. hürde) hurdle, ON. 
hur d, Goth. haurds door ; based on IE. *krt- 
(cf. Gr. kdrtallos basket, L. cratis hurdle) ; 
see -LE!; for the vocalism cf. bundle, etc. 


hurdy-gurdy h3:1dig3:1di (orig.) rustic in- 
strument having strings producing a drone, 
with keys to produce the notes of the melody, 
(later) barrel-organ. xviii. Rhyming comp. 
suggested by the sound of the instrument; 
cf. Sc. and north. hirdy-girdy uproar, dis- 
orderly noise (xv). 


hurl hà3il Tbe carried along with violence 
XIII (Cursor M.) ; impel or throw with vio- 
lence XIV. corr. in form and sense to LG. 
hurreln toss, throw, push, dash, but no 
chronological contact has been established ; 
they are prob. independent imit. formations. 


hurly-burly h5-ilibsili commotion, tumult. 
xvi. Preceded by thurling and burling, a 
jingling collocation based on thurling (xiv), 
thurl (xv) strife, commotion, an obs. sense 
of HURL and its gerund. Q Connexion with 
the similar F. thurluburlu (Rabelais), hurlu- 
berlu, t-brelu, hasty person, and G. hurli- 
burli headlong, cannot be demonstrated. 


hurrah hura-, in pop. use hurray, hooray 
hurei: excl. of exultation. xvir. Modifica- 
tion of HUZZA; the connexion, if any, with 
MHG. hurrd (f. imper. of hurren hasten, 
hurry+ã) and G. hurra (xviii), LG., Sw., 
Da. hurra, Du. hoera, is doubtful ; F. hourra 
is from Eng., houra from Russ. urd. Addison 
has whurra, Goldsmith Ahurrea. 


hurricane harriken violent wind-storm of 
the W. Indies. xvr. Earliest forms fura- 
can(e), -ana, -ano, haurachana, hurricano, 
uracan — Sp. huracan and Pg. furacáo — Carib 
hura-, furacan ; from the same source are 
F.ouragan, It. uracano, Du. orkaan, G., etc. 
orkan. The present form (xvii, T. Herbert) 
has perh. been influenced by hurry in the 
sense ‘disturbance’. 


hurry ha'ri move (trans. and intr.) with 

great haste xvi (Sh.); (dial.) agitate XVII, 
perh. earlier in dial. use, but an.w. mid. pt. 
horyed (xIv) cannot be certainly identified 
with this word; otherwise, zwhirry carry 
along swiftly, is of equal date; similar 
formations are MHG. hurren move quickly, 
Du. herrie agitation. Hence hurry sb. 
Tcommotion, agitation xvi (Holland); ex- 
cessive haste xvir. In its earliest use synon. 
with hurly (xvi, Sh.). hu'rry-scu:rry adv., 
adj., sb., vb. xvir (Gray, Richardson, 
Foote). Jingling extension, perh. infl. by 
scud or scuttle. 


hurst hiist (sandy) eminence; grove, copse. 
OE. hyrst, f. base repr. by OS., OHG. hurst, 
(also mod.) horst, which has been referred 
to the same source as W. prys copse, brush- 
wood. Q Widespread in proper names, e.g. 
Herst, Hirst, Hurst; Ashurst, Elmhurst, Lynd- 
hurst; Amherst. 
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hurt bà3ut pt., pp. hurt Tknock, strike; do 
harm to. Xil (Rhirrtenn, Orm). — OF. hurter 


(mod. heurter) = Pr. urtar (whence It. 
f 


urtare) :— Gallo-Rom. *Aürtare, perh. o 
Germ. origin; a very early adoption, as is 
indicated by the ME. dial. differentiation 
hiirte, hirte, herte, OF. t being treated like 
OE. y. So hurt sb. tknock, blow; (bodily 
or material) injury, damage. xim (La5.). 
-~ OF. hurt, f. the vb. hu'rter shoulder of 
an axle against which the nave strikes, XIII. 
— (O)F. Aurt(ou)orr, f. hurter. 


hurtle htl (literary or arch.) dash or 
knock (one thing against another) xir ; come 
into collision xiv; dash, rush xvi. f. HURT |- 
-LE?. 

hurtleberry hō'ıtlberi whortleberry, bil- 
berry. xv. Earlier than synon. hurt (XVI) 
and whort, whortleberry (Lyte); of unkn. 
origin. 

husband ha'zbənd fmaster of a household 
OE.; man joined to a woman in marriage; 
Ttiller of the soil, husbandman XIII; house- 
keeper, steward xv (ship’s husband xvii); 
Tone who manages affairs xvi. Late OE. 
hüsbonda =- ON. húsbóndi master of a house, 
husband, f. /uís HOUSE+bénd1, contr. of 
*bdandi, *btiandi, sb. use of prp. of bóa, biía 
dwell, have a household = OE., OS., OHG. 
büan, Goth. bauan (cf. BoND?, BOWER?). 
Hence vb. xv; hu:sbandMan xiv (R. Man- 
nyng), hu:sbandry xu. 


hush haJ repr. an excl. enjoining silence. 
The earliest recorded word of this form is 
the vb. ‘make or become silent’ (xvi), which 
is followed by adj., int., and sb. in XVII; pre- 
ceded by thust, int. and adj. xiv (Ch.), (dial.) 
husht; cf. SH, ST, WHISHT. Hence hushaby 
ha:[obai word used in lulling a child xvi1r; 
cf. BYE-BYE, LULLABY, ROCKABY. comp. 
hu-sh-Mo:NEY money paid for hushing 
something up. xviir (Steele, Swift). 

husk hask dry outer covering of fruit or 
seed. xrv (Trevisa). prob. - LG. hüske little 
house, core of fruit, sheath = MDu. hiskijn 
(Du. huisken), dim. of his HOUSE. Hence 
hu-sky! full of husks, dry as a husk xv1; dry 
in the throat xviii ; (U.S. and Canada) tough, 
hefty XIX. 


Husky ha‘ski Eskimo; (h-) Eskimo dog. 
XIX. Supposed to be from Eskimo. 


hussar hazā'ı one of a body of light horse- 
men raised in Hungary in xv; hence applied 
to light cavalry regiments raised elsewhere 
in Europe xvi. - Magyar Auszar Tfree- 
booter, (later) light horseman — OSerb. husar, 
gusar, hursar — It. corsaro CORSAIR. 


hussif, huzzif ha'zif var. of huswife, HOUSE- 
WIFE in the sense ‘case of sewing-neces- 
saries’. XVIII. 


Hussite ha'sait follower of John Huss, 
Bohemian religious reformer (1373-1415). 
xvi. —modL. Hussita (cf. Du. Hussiet); see 


“ITE. 


nussy, huzzy hazi thousewife xv1; bold, 


HYBRID 


shameless, or Tight woman or girl xvii. Re- 
duction of hüswif, HOUSEWIFE; cf. Goopy!. 

husting(s) ha-stin(z) sg. (hist.) deliberative 
assembly x1; court held in Guildhall, Lon- 
don xu (sg.; from xv pl); Tplatform in 
Guildhall on which the members sat XVII; 
platform from which nomination of candi- 
dates for election to parliament was made, 
(hence) the election itself xvir. Late OE. 
hiisting —- ON. his Ping ‘house assembly’, one 
held by a king, etc., with his immediate fol- 
lowers, opp. to the ordinary ping (see THING) 
or general assembly. 


hustle has] Tsbake to and fro xvi (Ot- 

way); push about roughly xvir (Smollett). 
-(M)Du. husselen, hutselen shake, e.g. in a 
cap, frequent. of hutsen = MHG. hutzen 
(cf. hussen run, hutschen push); f. Germ. 
imit. base *yut-. The second sense is of 
Eng. development. 


hut hat wooden structure for housing troops 
XVII; mean dwelling of rude construc- 
tion XVIL. = F. hutte (whence Sp. huta) - 
(MMIG. Aütte, OHG. Aurt(e)a (whence OS. 
huttia):—- * vudjón, prob. f. Germ. *xyüád- uips?. 
q A HG. word which has been adopted 
elsewhere prob. through military use. 


hutch hats tchest, coffer xiv (R. Mannyng); 
box-like pen xvi. — (O)F. huche, (dial.) huge 
:- medL. Ahütica (AL. hugia x11), of unkn. 
origin. 

huzza hiza- hurrah. xvi (my youthfulliste 
hollaes, hussaes, and sahoes, G. Harvey). 
Said by writers of XVII—XVIII to have been 
orig. a sailor's cheer or salute; as such it 
may be identical with the old hauling-cry 
thetsau, thissa (see HOIST), but G. has kussa 
as a cry of pursuit and exultation. Cf. 
HURRAH. 


hyacinth  haisinp precious stone (cf. 
JACINTH); plant-name. xvi. - F. hyacinthe 
- L. hyacinthus — Gr. hudkinthos purple or 
dark-red flower (fabled to have sprung from 
the blood of Hyacinthus and to bear the 
initials AI or the int. AIAI), precious stone, 
a word of pre-Hellenic origin. So hya- 
cinthiNE?. XVIL — L. hyacinthinus — Gr. 
huakinthinos applied to hair. 


Hyades harodiz group of stars near the 
Pleiades. xvi. — Gr. huddes fem. pl., popu- 
larly connected with hiiein rain, their heliacal 
rising being supposed to prognosticate rain, 
but perh. f. Ads swiNE, the L. name being 
suculz little pigs. 

hyaline harolain glass-like, vitreous. XVII. 
- late L. hyalinus = Gr. hudlinos, f. hualos 
transparent stone, amber, etc., glass (cf. L. 
suali|ternicum xeddish amber) ; see -INE?*. So 
hy-alo-, comb. form, hy-alorp. xix; F. 
hyaloide, Gr. hualoeidés. 

hybrid hai-brid sb. and adj. half-breed, 
mongrel; also fig. xvi (rare before xix). 
~ L. hybrida, (hibrida offspring of a tame 
sow and a wild boar, one born of a Roman 
father and a foreign mother or of a freeman 
and a slave. Hence hy:bridous. xvir. 
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HYDATID 


hydatid hardotid (path.) watery cyst. xvii 
(in L. pl. form Aydatides). - modL. hydatid-, 
-is 7 Gr. hudatid-, -ís, f. hudat-, hidór WATYER; 
see -ID?, 


hydra haidro fabulous many-headed snake 
of Lerna whose heads grew again as fast as 
they were cut off xvr (earlier in OF. or 
anglicized forms ydre, idre, hydre); genus of 
freshwater polyps, so named by Linnæus 
from the fact that cutting it into pieces 
multiplies its numbers xvni. = L. hydra 
— Gr. Iuídrá water-serpent (cf. OTTER). 


hydrangea haidræ'nd3Íə genus of shrubs. 
XVIII. — modL. hydrangéa (Linneeus), f. Gr. 
hudr-, hiidéry WATER+ dggos vessel; so called 
with ref. to the cup-like form of the seed- 
capsule. 


hydrant hardront apparatus for drawing 
water from a main. XIX (orig. U.S.). irreg. 
f. Gr. Audr-, hiídór water-+--ANT. 


hydrate hai-dreit (chem.) compound of 
water with another compound or an element. 
c. 1800. — F. hydrate, f£. Gr. hudr-, hidór 
WATER; see -ATE?, So hy-dripe Thydrate; 
compound of hydrogen with an element or 
radical Xix. 


hydraulic haidrolik pert. to the drawing 
of water through pipes or operation by 
water-power. XVII. = L. Aydraulicus ~ Gr. 
hudraulikós, £. hudr-, hidér WATER+ aulos 
pipe; see -IC. 


hydro-, before a vowel hydr- hai:dr(ou), 
haidro:, comb. form of Gr. Adór WATER 1n 
many terms, mainly techn., of which some 
came from L. adoptions of Gr. words either 
direct or through French, but many are of 
mod. origin (whether through modL. or by 
immed. derivation); they may be grouped 
thus: (in gen. terms) hydro-GcRaPHER, one 
concerned with hydro-Grapuy description 
of the waters of the earth’s surface xvi (Cun- 
ningham), -GRAPHICAL XVI (Dee), hy:dro- 
MANCY XIV (Maund.), hydropHo-BiA xvi 
(Boorde), hydroponics -po-niks cultiva- 
tion of plants by means of water without soil 
(Gr. ponos labour) xx; (path.) denoting ac- 
cumulation of fluid, as hy-drocele -sīl 
tumour of serous fluid xv1, hydrecephalus 
-se-falas ‘water on the brain’ xvii (Gr. hudro- 
képhalon; kephalé head); (chem.) denoting 
combination with water, and (hence) with 
HYDROGEN (of which it functions as comb. 
form), as hydrobro-mic, -cacrbon, -chlo-ric, 
-cya'nic, -fluo:ric, T-sulphwric, hydro:xipE 
compound of an element or radical with oxy- 
gen and hydrogen ; (physics) concerned with 
liquids, ashy:droDyNa‘MICS XVIII, -KINE'TIC, 
-MECHA‘NICS XIX, -STA*TICS XVII (Boyle). 


hydrogen hardrod3on (chem.) gas forming 
two-thirds in volume of water (‘Mr. Lavoisier 
and others of the French School have most 
ingeniously endeavoured to shew that water 
consists of pure air, called by them oxygene, 
and of inflammable air, called hydrogene’, 
E. Darwin ‘Botanic Garden’ 1791). 


HYMN 


hydrogéne (G. de Morveau, 1787), f. Gr. 
hudro-, hiidór WATER; see -GEN. 


hydrozoa haidrózou:s (zool.) class of the 
subprovince Radiaria of the province Radiata 
in R. Owen's classification. 1843. f. hydro-, 
used as comb. form of HyDRA+pl. of Gr. 
zóion (see Zoo-). 


hyena, earlier hyæna haibno carnivorous 
quadruped of a family allied to the dogs. 
XVI (earlier in OF. or anglicized form hyene 
XiV, in Sh. ‘AYL.’ 1v1156 hyen). — L. hyzwna 
— Gr. háüaina, prop. fem. of hûs SWINE, with 
suffix as in Zéatna lioness, etc. 


hygiene haidsrn, -dzin system of prin- 
ciples or rules of health. xix (earlier, from 
xvi, in alien forms). — F. hygiène (earlier 
hygiaine, igieinie xv1) ~ modL. hygieina — Gr. 
hugieiné (sc. tékhné art), sb. use of fem. of 
hugieinós healthful, f. hugiés healthy := *su- 
gues ‘well-living’, f. *su- (Skr. su-, Av. hu-, 
Olr. su-, so-) well + *oti- living, QUICK. 


hygro- hai-grou, haigro: comb. form of Gr. 
hugrós wet, moist, fluid, as in hygro-METER / 
hy-:groscoPE instruments for measuring / 
indicating humidity. 





hyleg hai-leg (astrol.) ruling planet of a 
nativity. xvii. — Pers. (Turk.) Aaildj calcula- 
tion of a nativity; said by Persian lexico- 
graphers to be orig. Gr., meaning ‘fountain 


of life’. Cf. OF. yleg, tlech. 


hylic haidlik pert. to matter. xix. — lateL. 

hylicus - Gr. hülikós material, f. hül& wood, 
timber, material, matter (whence medL. 
hylé, in Eng. use xv-xvin); see -1IC. So 
hylo- haidlou, hailo: comb. form of Gr. 
hülé, in techn. terms of nat. hist. (in the 
sense *wood, forest) and philos. (in the 
sense *matter). hylomorphisM -mó:ifizm 
scholastic theory of matter and form xix; 
see -MORPH. hylozoisM -zou'izm theory 
that matter has life XVi1 ; see ZOO-, -ISM. 


hymen hai-men (anat.) virginal membrane. 

XVIL —late L. hymén (Donatus, Servius) 
- Gr. humén :— *sjumen-, f. TE. *sjew- sew; 
cf. F. hymen (xvi, Paré). comb. form hy-- 
meno-, as inhymenoptera baimono:ptoro 
insects having four membranous wings. 
xvir. modL. (Linneus), n.pl. of hvmeno- 
pterus — Gr. humenópteros, f£. humen-, -én4- 
pterdn wing; see FEATHER, -A?, 


Hymen hai:men Roman god of marriage 
XVI; tmarriage; fwedding hymn xvi. So 
hymeneat! -i-al, -E‘AN XVII. f. L. hymenzxus 
~ Gr. huménaios. 


hymn him song of praise to God; spec. 
metrical composition to be used at a reli- 
gious service XIII; (gen.) xvi. ME. imne, 
ymne -—- OF. ymne — L. hymnus (whence OE. 
ymen) — Gr. htimnos song in praise of a god 
or hero, in LXX rendering various Heb. 
words meaning a song of praise to God, and 
hence in N.T. and other Christian writings. 
The later form was refash. after L.; the loss 
of final n in pronunc. is shown in xvi (kymme, 
imme). Hence hymn vb. xvir (Milton). So 
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HYOID 


HYPO- 


hymna! hi-mnal sb. hymn-book. xv. | hyphen hai-f(a)n sign used to connect two 


~medL. hymndle (imnale). hyranody hi m- 
nodi singing or composing of hymns XVIII; 
body of hymns xix. - medL. — Gr. humnoi- 
díà (cf. ODE). hymno'cnRaPHER, hymno:- 
LOGY xvii. = Gr. 

hyoid haroid 7. borne, horseshoe-shaped 


words or parts of a word. xvi. = late L. 
hyphen — late Gr. huphén the sign v, sb. use 
of huphén together, f. huph-, hupó under, 
HYPO-+hén, n. of he?s one :- *sems, rel. to 
homós SAME. Hence hy:phen vb., hy:phe- 
DATE?. XIX. 


bone in the root of the tongue. xix. - F. | hypnotic hipno-tik A. soporific xvi; B. 


hyoide — modL. hyoidés — Gr. huoeidés, f. há 
name of the letter v; see -OID. 


hyoscyamus haiosai'omos genus of solana- 
ceous plants, henbane. xviui. modL., - Gr. 
huoskuamos, f. huós, g. of hûs SWINE + kamos 
bean. Hence hyoscy:amiNzE? (chem.) alka- 
loid obtained from this. xix. 


hypzthral haipi-prol opentothesky. xviii. 
f. L. hypathrus - Gr. Inipaithros, f£. hupó 
under, HYPO---aithér air, ETHER ; see -AL!. 


hypallage haipz:odsi (rhet. figure of 


pert. to hypnotism XIX. — F. hypnotique 
(Paré) - late L. Avpnóticus - Gr. hupnótikós 
narcotic, f. hupnotin put to sleep, f. hupnos 
sleep; see SWEVEN, -Ic. In B, short for 
neuro-hypnotic. Hence hypnotism M hrp- 
notizm production of a state resembling 
deep sleep in which the subject acts only on 
external suggestion. Short for NEURO-/typ- 
notism, coined in 1842 by James Braid, of 
Manchester, for ‘state of nervous sleep’, and 
in 1843 shortened to hypnotism, whence he 
made hy-pnotist, hy-pnotize. 


speech in which two elements are inter- | hypo! hipou sl. short for HYPOCHONDRIA. 


changed. xvi. — late L. hypallagé- Gr. hupal- 


XVIII. 


lagé, {. hupé uypo- --allag-, stem of alldssein hypo? haipou (photogr.) shortening of 


exchange, f. allos other (see ALIEN, ALTER). 


hyposulphite (of soda). c. 1860. 


hyper- harpor, baip3:r repr. comb. form of hypo- hai'po(u), hi:po(u), haipo:, hipo:, be- 


Gr. Àhupér prep. and adv. ‘over’, ‘above’, 
‘overmuch’, ‘above measure’, or denoting a 
condition above or beyond what is denoted 
by the compounded sb., adj., or vb. (in an- 
cient and medieval music applied to names 
of modes; chem. now gen. repl. bv per-). 
Among the older comps. are: hype: rbaton 
-baton (rhet.) inversion of logical or natural 
order. xvi. L. (Quintilian, Pliny) - Gr. 
hupérbaton, n. of hupérbatos ‘overstepping’ 
(used by Plato and Aristotle of transposition of 
words) ; f. *ba- (cf. Basis). hype-rbola -bələ 
(geom.) conic section having two equal and 
similar infinite branches, so called because it 
has an eccentricity greater than unity. XVII. 
modL. —- Gr. huperbole, f. huperbdllein ex- 
ceed ; f. ballein throw (cf. BALLISTA). hype-r- 
bole -bali (rhet.) exaggerated statement. 
XVI (vperbole, More). L. (Quintilian) - Gr. 
(see prec.) So hyperbolic -bo-lik. xvi. 
hyperbo licar. xv. —late L. hyperbolicus 
(Jerome) - Gr. hyperborraN -bó'rien 
pert. to the extreme north. xvi (Sylvester). 
—late L. Ayperboreanus, f. L. hyperboreus 
— Gr. huperbóreos; see BOREAL. hyp:er- 
CATALE'CTIC (pros.). xvii. ~ late L., repl. 
L. hypercataléctus - Gr. hypercCRI'TICAL 
extremely or unduly critical. xvir (Camden). 
f. mod L. hypercriticus (applied by Camden to 
the younger Scaliger). hyperdu-lia (theol.) 
superior veneration as paid to the Virgin 
Mary. xvi(Tindale). medL. hy:persthene 
-spin (min.) silicate of iron and magnesium, 
so called because of its superior hardness. 
XIX. —F. hyperstóéne (Haüy, 1803); Gr. 
sthénos strength. hypertrophy haip3-itrofi 
(physiol., path.) excessive enlargement. xIx. 

— medL. ; Gr. -trophid, trophé nourishment ; 

cf, ATROPHY. 


hypericum  haipevrikom genus of plants 
(St. John's wort). xvi. L. Aypericum — Gr. 
hupéretkon, f. hupér HyYpER-+ eretké heath. 
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fore a vowel hyp-, repr. Gr. hup(o)-, prefix- 
form of hupó under (adv. and prep.) = L 
sub (see SUB-), in words derived immed. or 
ult. from Gr. (see below) with meanings 
‘under’, ‘beneath’, ‘below’, ‘slightly’, ‘slight’ 
(in ancient music applied to names of modes), 
and in numerous mod. formations, often 
)(EPI- or HYPER-. ‘The earliest pronunc. with 
hi was superseded by hai, first in stressed 
positions, and finally in all, exc. in hypocrisy, 
-crite, and derivs. hypocaust harpokóst 
under-chamber for heating a house or bath. 
xvi. =~ L. hypocaustum (Pliny) — Gr. hupó- 
kauston, n. of hupókaustos (cf. CAUSTIC). 
hypochondria -ko:ndrio A. (anat.) region 
of the abdomen under the ribs, formerly 
held to be the seat of melancholy and 'the 
vapours’ xv1; B. morbidity of mind, marked 
by depression and regarded as due to ‘va- 
pours’ xvii (Dryden). — late L.; in A pl. of 
hypochondrium — Gr. hupokhóndrion (khón- 
dros cartilage); in B taken as fem. in transf. 
sense. hy:pocorrsric of the nature of a 
pet-name. XVIII. — Gr. Aupokoristikós, f. 
hupokorizesthai use endearing terms, f. 
hkóros, kóré child, boy, girl. hypocrisy 
hipo:krisi false appearance of goodness. 
xili (ipocrisie, AncrR.). - OF. wpocrisie 
(mod. hypo-) — ecclL. hypocrisis - Gr. hupó- 
krisis acting, feigning, f. hupokrinesthai 
play a part, pretend (Rrinein decide, judge; 
cf. DISCERN). So hypocrite hi: pokrit. XIII 
(AncrR.). - (O)F. - ecclL. — Gr. hupokrités 
actor, pretender, dissembler. hypocri:ti- 
CAL. XVI; Gr. hupokritikós ; earlier T-critish 
xvi (Tindale, Coverdale). hypostasis 
-o'stosis  Tsediment; (theol. person of 
Christ, of the Godhead xvi; substance, 
essence XVII. —- ecclL. (Jerome) - Gr. hupó- 
stasis (*sta- STAND). hypotenuse -o'tonjüs, 
formerly often T-£henuse, side of a right- 
angled triangle subtending the right angle. 


HYPPED 


IATRO- 





xvI (Digges). ~ L. hypoténisa —- Gr. hupo- 
teínousa, prp. fem. of hupoteinein stretch 
under (cf. TEND), the full expression being 
Ñ tv Oph ywriav óroretvovoa (sc. ypaypy or 
mAeupa). hypothec haipo-pék legal security. 
XVI. -—F. hypothéque~ late L. hypothéca 
- Gr. hupothéké deposit, pledge (thé- place, 
Dol. So hypo: thecarE? mortgage.  xVII. 
f. pp. stem of medL. Aypothécàre. hypo- 
thesis -o'bisis Tparticular case of a general 
proposition XVI; proposition set as a basis 
for reasoning; supposition to account for 
known facts xvil. = late L. — Gr. hupóthesis 
foundation, f. *the- place, po!. So hypo- 
the-tic xvi, -theticAL xvi. = L.- Gr. 
hupothetikós. Cf. F. hypothétique. 

hypped, hyppish, early variants of HIPPED, 
HIPPISH. XVIII—XIX. 

hypsi- hi-psi repr. Gr. hiipsi on high, aloft ; so 
hypso- hi:pso(u), hipso: repr. Gr. Aupso- (cf. 
L. sus in susque déque from top to bottom). xix. 

hypsiloid hipsai-loid, hi-ps- U-shaped, or 
V-shaped. xix. — Gr. 4 psilón ‘slender u’ + 
~eidés - OID, w. assim. to prec. 

hyrax haio:reks genus of rabbit-like quadru- 
peds. xix. modL. — Gr. htirax, prob. rel. to 
L. sórex shrew-mouse. 


I ai nom. pronoun of the 1st person sg. OE. 
1¢ = OF ris., OS. (Du.) ik, OHG. th (G. ich), 
ON. ek(a), Goth. ik (:-CGerm. *eka i= *ego), 
corr. basically, but with variation of vowel, 
consonant, and ending, to L. egó, Rom. *eo 
(whence F. je, Sp. yo, Ít. io, Pg., Rum. eu), 
Gr. egö(n), Skr. ahdm, Av. azem, OSL. ( j)azà 
(Russ. ja), Lith. eo, Lett., OPruss., Arm. es. 
‘The reduced form z of OE. ić appears XII; 
in stressed position this became i (whence 
the mod. ai) and was finally generalized for 
all positions. The unstressed i remains in 
north. dial. use, e.g. wad I wardi would I, 
while in north. use also a new unstressed 
form a or o was developed by reduction of 
ai, oi, and this in turn has been lengthened 
in stressed positions to à, 3. ME. ich, from 
the unclipped OE. ić, survived in southern 
and western dial. (with vars. che, utch, 
utchy) and combined with verbs is seen in 
chad | had, cham I am, chill I will, chud I 
would, etc. @ The inflexional system of the 
pronoun is made up of four distinct bases; 
see ME, MY (MINE), WE, US, OUR. 


-i aiin L. words, i in It. words pl. inflexion 
of L. masc. sbs. in -us and -er, and of It. sbs. 
in -o and -e, retained in Eng. in learned and 
techn. use, e.g. cirri, foci, radii; bandittt, 
dilettanti ; illuminati, literati. 


-i- L. stem- or connective vowel as in omni- 

vorus OMNIVOROUS, grünivorus (f. gráno-) 
GRANIVOROUS, herbivorous (herba-) HERBI- 
VOROUS ; grdminivorus GRAMINIVOROUS ; pact- 
ficus (paci-) PACIFIC; uniformis (unu-s) 
UNIFORM, 


hyson hai-son green tea from China. xvii. 
- Chinese hsi-ch‘un (Cantonese hei-ch‘un) 
‘bright spring’. Young hyson repr. yii ch'ten 
‘before the rains’ (with allusion to the early 
picking of the leaf). 


hyssop hi-sap bushy aromatic shrub ; bunch 
of this used in ceremonial purification. OE. 
(h)\ysope, reinforced in ME. by OF. ysope, 
isope, later assim. to the source, L. hyssdpus, 
-um — Gr. hiissópos, -on, of Semitic origin (cf. 
Heb. ézób). 


hysteria Mhistiorio functional disturbance 

of the nervous system, which was thought 
to be due to disturbance of the uterine func- 
tions. XIX. - modL. Awvsteria, f. L. hystericus 
— Gr. husterikós, f. hustérà womb (see 
UTERUS); see -1A.. So hysteric histe:rik. 
XVII; modL. Aysterica passio, tr. Gr. hus- 
terika pdthé, husteriké pnix; sb. pl. xvii. 
hysterical. XVII. 


hysteron proteron  hrstoron pro‘toran 
figure of speech reversing the proper order 
of words. xvi. late L. (Servius) — Gr. hiis- 
teron próteron latter [put as] former; both 
words have Skr. cogns. 


hythe var. of HITHE. 


-ia! io repr. the termination of L. and Gr. 
fem. sbs. denoting conditions, qualities, and 
entities; f. stem- or connective -I----A!. 
Exx.: hydrophobia, mania, militia; dahlia, 
lobelia; ammonia, morphia. 


-ja? io repr. the termination of L. and Gr. 
pls. of sbs. in -ium or -e, and -101, f. stem- or 
connective -I--+--A?. Exx.: ganglia, para- 
phernalia, regalia; Mammalia. 

-lal iol repr. L. -idlis, n. -idle (whence F. 
-iel, Sp. -ial, 1t. -iale), comp. prefix f. con- 
nective or stem-vowel -1- and -AL!, 


jambus aiz:mbos (pros.) the foot v —. XVI. 
L., ~ Gr. £ambos metrical foot, pl. iambic 
(esp. satirical) verse. Anglicized iamb 
aiæmb. xIx; cf. F. jambe. So iambic. 
xvi. — F. iambique, - late L. iambicus = Gr. 
tambikós. 

-ian iən, earlier also -yan, repr. ult. (some- 
times through F. -zen), L. -iãnus, orig. f. -i- 
-I--+--dnus -AN, as in. CHRISTIAN, ICARIAN, 
ITALIAN, Vergilidnus Virgilian, subsequently 
by modification of L. forms, as BARBARIAN, 
EQUESTRIAN, HISTORIAN, PATRICIAN ; used in 
mod. formations on proper names ad libitum, 
as in Addisonian, Devonian, Gladstonian, 
Fohnsonian, Pickwickian, Salopian, Words- 
worthian. See also -ARIAN, -ICIAN. 

-iana ieiind see ANA. Xvill (Shakespeartana). 

iatro- aiz‘trou, comb. form of Gr. idtrds 
physician (idsthai cure), as in iatroche-mist 


XVIII, za:tromathema:tical (Gr. iatromathé- 
matikós) XVII. 
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ib., ibid., abbrevs. of ibidem ibai-dem in 
the same place, passage, book, etc. XVII. L., 
f. ibi there +-dem, as in IDEM, TANDEM. 


Iberian aibia-‘rian pert. to an ancient people 
inhabiting parts of the Spanish peninsula, 
or their language. xvir. f. L. Jbéria, f. Iberes 
- Gr. I’béres Spaniards, also a people of the 
Caucasus ; see -IAN. 

ibex arbeks Alpine wild goat. xvi. -L. 
ibex, prob. Alpine word like camox CHAMOIS. 


ibis ai'bis bird allied to stork and heron. 
xiv. — L. = Gr. ibis, of Egyptian origin (heb). 

-ible ibl suffix repr. F. -ible, L.. -ibilis, -ibilis, 
f. -1-, -i- connective or stem-vowel of vbs. in 
-ére, -ere, -ire+-bilis ~BLE. 

-ic ik formerly also -1ck, -tk(e), -ique, repr. 
(often through (O)F. -ique) L. -icus, as in 
civicus, civique CIVIC, domesticus DOMESTIC, 
publicus PUBLIC, or in adoptions from Gr., 
as In cOmicus, kómikós COMIC, poéticus, poiéti- 
kós PoETIC. The L. suffix became more 
widely used in late L. and Rom. in the 
comp. suffix -dticus (see -ATIC, -AGE). In 
chem., since 1796, depending on the use of 
F. -ique in ‘Nomenclature Chimique’ (1787), 
-ic has been spec. used to denote acids and 
other compounds having a higher degree of 
oxidation than those whose names end in 
-ous, e.g. sulphuric acid HSO, X( sulphurous 
acid H,SO4. 

Derivative abstract sbs. end in -1errv iisiti, 
as domesticity, publicity. 

Gr. words in -kós were used absol. as sbs. 
(i) in the m. sg., e.g. Rritikds CRITIC, Stdikds 
‘man of the porch’, Stoic; (ii) in the fem. 

sg., in names of arts, or systems of thought, 
knowledge, or action (scil. tékhné, theóríd, 
plulosophià), e.g. he mousiké MUSIC, hé éthiké 
ETHIC; (ili) in the n. pl., e.g. tå oikonomikd 
things pert. to economy, ECONOMICS, td 
politika affairs of state, potitics. ‘The dis- 
tinction between fem. sg. and n. pl. tended 
to become obliterated, so that hé taktiké and 
ta taktikd, hé phy sikë and ta physikd were 
synonymous. Moreover, in pairs like phy- 
siké, physikd, both forms gave L. physica, 
which might be repr. by physic or physics, 
according as it was apprehended as fem. sg. 
or n.pl. Early adoptions in Eng., usu. with 
-ique, -ike, after F., were in the sg. form, 
which has survived in arithmetic, logic, 
magic, music, rhetoric. Later, forms in -ics 
(t-igues) occur as names of treatises, e.g. 
etiques, i.e. Aristotle’s ta éthikd, the Ethics; 
this form was then applied to the subject- 
matter of such treatises, as mathematics, 
physics, tactics, and finally became the ac- 
cepted form with mames of sciences, as 
acoustics, conics, linguistics, optics, or matters 
of practice, as athletics, gymnastics, politics. 
More recently the sg. form has been pre- 
ferred by some, after F. or G. usage, e.g. 
dialectic, ethic, metaphysic. Names of sciences 
in -ics are now construed as sg., names of 
practical matters as pl., e.g. ‘Mathematics i i$ 
the science of quantity’, ‘A woman’s politics 
are the man she loves’. There are also many 


sbs. formed from adjs. in -zc taken absol., as 
cosmetic, emetic, epic, lyric, iambic, domestic, 
rustic, classic. Words in -ic from Gr. or L, 
are regularly stressed on the penultimate 
syll. (which normally has a short vowel), as 
dramatic, encli-tic, fana‘tic, mecha'nic, pole'- 
mic, splene-tic; but in some older adoptions, 
mainly through French, like ari-thmetic, 
ca‘tholic, heretic, luenatic, rhe-toric, the stress 
is on the antepenultimate. Pronunciation 
with a long penultimate is due to recent 
modelling on classical quantity, as in cretic, 
exegetic, strategic, and psychic, scenic; acetic 
is variously pronounced ; nitric follows nitre. 


sical ik! comp. suffix consisting of -1c and 
~AL}, repr. (O)F. -ical(e), late L. -icdlts, as in 
clérical, cléricadlis, grammaticalts ; the number 
of these was increased in medL., e.g. chirurgt- 
calis SURGICAL, dominicális, medicalis, müsi- 
calis, physicãlis. While F. adjs. in -ical are- 
not numerous, Eng. formations are abun- 
dant, and are very freq. earlier than corr. 
words in -Ic. A distinction of application is 
often made where there are parallel forms, 
e.g. comic in ‘comic opera’, ‘the comic muse’, 
comical in ‘comical attitude’, economic in 
‘economic theory’, economical in ‘economical 
housekeeper’, historic in ‘historic speeches’, 
historical in ‘English Historical Review’, 
optic in ‘optic nerve’, optical in ‘optical illu- 
sion’. In many cases the main distinction is 
that one form is more usual than the other, 
as artistic, authentic, epic, tdiotic, linguistic, 
sympathetic, but farcical, oratorical, syntacti- 
cal, theatrical, tropical. Derivative sbs. end 
in -icalirv ikz-liti, and advs. in -ically 
ikoli, which serves also for adjs. in -?c, e.g. 
drastic | drastically, specific | specifically. 


Icarian aikeo'rion pert. to Icarus, son of 


Deedalus, fabled in Gr. myth. to have flown 
so high that the wax with which his artificial 
wings were fastened on melted so that he 
fell into the sea; (hence) presumptuously 
ambitious. XVI. £. L., ZJcarius — Gr. Ikários, 
f. I’karos ; see -IAN. 


ice ais frozen moisture. OE. is = OFris., 
OS., OHG. zs (Du. zs, G. eis), ON. £ss :- 
CGerm. (exc. Gothic) *zsam, *isaz, having 
analogues elsewhere in the Iranian langs. 
(e.g. Av. isav- icy). Jce cream (xvii) is for 
earlier iced cream (xvul). Hence icy! ai'si; 
a new formation in XVI, not continuous with 
OE. isig. So iceberg ai-sbaig TArctic 
glacier xviII ; detached portion of this in the 
sea XVIII. prob. - (M)Du. qgsberg (see BAR- 
ROW), whence also G. eisberg, Sw. isberg, 
Da. isbjerg. 

Icelandic aislæ'ndik pert. to Iceland, large 
island of the Arctic Ocean between Norway 
and Greenland; esp. of its language. XVII. 
sb. the language of Iceland, one of the Ger- 
manic group, which retains in its essentials 
the features of the tongue anciently spoken 
over the whole Scandinavian region (cf. 
Norse). xix (Southey). f. Iceland (ME. 
Island, Islond xix) - ON. fsland, f. íss 1cg4- 
land LAND}; see -IC. 
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ICHNEUMON 


ichneumon iknji:man N. African weasel- 
shaped carnivorous quadruped of Egypt, 
Herpestes ichneumon, which destroys croco- 
diles’ eggs xvr; insect of a family parasitic 
on the larve of others (after Aristotle's use 
of the name for a spider-hunting wasp) xvitr. 
— L. ichneumón — Gr. ikhneimoón lit. tracker, 
f. ikhneúein track, f. (khnos track, footstep. 


ichnography ikno:grofi ground plan. xvi. 
-F. ichnographie ox L. ichnographia = Gr. 
ikhnographíiá, f. ikhnos track, trace; see 
-GRAPHY. 


ichor aikór blood; (Gr. myth.) ethereal 
fluid flowing in the veins of the gods ; (med.) 
watery discharge. xvii. — Gr. ikhór. 


ichthy(o)- i:kpi(ou), ikpio: repr. comb. 
form of Gr. ikhthis fish, as in ichthyocolla 
-ko:le fish-glue, isinglass. xvi. L.— Gr. 
(cf. COLLOID) ; ichthyo-LoGy natural history 
of fishes. xvir (Sir T. Browne); ichthyo- 
Saurus -so'ros extinct marine animal com- 
bining features of fishes and sauRIAN reptiles. 
XIX (Lyell). 

-ician i:jon as in logician, musician, physi- 
cian, statistician, tactician, repr. F. -icien 
(e.g. logicien, médicien, physicien, rhétori- 
cien), L. -iciaànus (whence also Pr. -1cid, It. 
-iciano), f. names of sciences in -£ca -1c(s) 4- 
-idnus -IAN. Its use has been extended in 
U.S., e.g. beautician expert in beauty culture 
(XX), mortician undertaker (1895). 


icicle ai:sikl pendent formation of ice. xiv 
(Sir Gawain, PPI). Late ME. sse (ysse) 
tkkle, ysekele, iseyokel, f£. 1ce+4(c)kel (dial. 
tckle), 5okyl, after. MSw. tsikil (= MDa. 
isegel); cf. Norw. tsjokel, -jokkel ; repl. OE. 
*isgicel (whence ME. fsechele), for which 
tses gicel ‘icicle of ice’ is attested; OE. £gicel, 
gicela (ME. ychele) :— *jakilaz, -on, cogn. 
with ON. jokull icicle, glacier :— *jakulaz 
(cf. ON. jaki ice floe). Q From ME. iseyokel 
was evolved, by coalescence, dial. iceskockle, 
from which the second el. was detached as 
shockle (xvi), shoggle (xv111). 


“icity see -1C. 





icon, ikon arkon ‘image, picture XVI; 
(Eastern Ch.) representation in the flat of 
a sacred personage XIX. -— L. icon (Pliny) 
— Gr. eikón likeness, image, similitude, f. 
*reik- be like. comb. form icono- aiko:nó, 
alkono* in the foll.: ico-noclast one who 
favours the destruction of images XVII. 
- modL. iconoclastés — Gr. etkonoklastés (klan 
break); cf. F. £conoclaste; so iconokla'stic 
XVII. icono:GnRAPHY Tdrawing, plan; illus- 
tration by means of drawings. xvii. — medL. 
iconographia — G.  eikonographíd. icono- 
stasis screen bearing icons. - ecclL.. - ecclGr. 
etkonóstasis (stdsis position, station, f. *sta- 
STAND); also in Russ. form, :konostds. XIX. 


icosahedron aiko(u)sshe:dron, -hir- solid 
contained by 20 plane faces. xvi. — Gr. 
eikosdedron, n. of adj. used sb. (sc. schéma 
figure), f. etkost :— *ertkost (rel. to L. viginti 
twenty) + hédrd seat, base (see SIT). 


IDENTITY 





-ics iks see -iC. 

icteric ikte-rik pert. to jaundice. xvi. - L. 
ictericus — Gr. tkterikds, £. tkteros jaundice; 
see -Ic and cf. (O)F. ictérique. 

ictus i-ktas metrical stress. xvir. L. ‘blow, 
stroke’, f. ict-, pp. stem of icere strike. 


id id (biol.) unit of germ-plasm. xix. G. 
(Weismann, 1893), the first syll. of rdioplasm 
(see IDIO-, PLASM). 


id., abbrev. of idem  ardem, rdem the 
same name, title, author, as is mentioned 
above. xvii. L. dem m. (for *isdem), idem 
n. (for *iddem), f. is, id that one-+-dem, as 
in IBIDEM. 


=id! suffix repr. F. -ide — L. -idus, -ida, -idum, 
used to form adjs. chiefly from vbs. with 
é-stems, as acidus ACID, f. acére, torridus 
TORRID, f. torrére, less freq. from £- or cons.- 
stems, as fluidus FLUID, f. fluere, and from 
sbs., as morbus MORBID, f. morbus. 


-id? suffix of sbs., repr. F. -ide- L. -idem, 
-ida, nom. -is, Gr. -ida, nom. -is, as in 
chrysalid, byramid ; bot. denoting a member 
of a family, e.g. trid of Iridacez, orchid of 
Orchidacez. In ZEneid, Thebaid, etc. = L. 
ZEnéid-, -is, Thébáid-, -is, the ending is orig. 
adj., scil. müsa, poésis poem. 

-id? (zool.) in sbs. and adjs. from L. names 
of families in -zdz? and of classes in -:da, m. 
and n. pl. respectively of L. - Gr. -idés. 


-idt early var. of -IDE still retained in U.S. 


ide aid fish allied to the carp. xix (Yarrell). 
- modL. idus (Linnzus) - Sw. id. So F. ide. 
-ide aid formerly also -1D*, -yd(e), repr. F. 
-ide, t-yde, first used in OXIDE ~ F. oxyde, f. 
oxygène OXYGEN, on the analogy of which it 
is regularly affixed to a shortened form of 
the name of the element which combines 
with another element or a radical to form 
the compound so designated (see also -URET, 
which it replaced ; cf. the synon. sulphuretted 
hydrogen and hydrogen sulphide). 

idea aidito A. archetype (as in Platonic 
philosophy), conception, design; fform, 
figure; mental image, notion. xvi (with 
special developments in mod. philosophy). 
= L. idea (in Platonic sense) — Gr. :déà look, 
semblance, form, kind, nature, ideal form, 
model, f. *rid- see (see wiT); analogous 
in origin and primary meaning to species (f. 
L. specere see). Earlier (xv) and still dial. 
idee aidi: — (O)F. idée. The comb. form is 
ideo-, as in ideologue aidi‘alog one who 
is occupied with (esp. unpractical) ideas 
xix. —F. ider!adj xvir;sb. xvin. - F. 
idéal = late L. ideđlis (Martianus Capella). 

idem the same; see ID. 

identity aide-ntiti quality of being the 
same. xvi. = late L. identitds (whence also 
F. identité), f. L. idem same, prob. after 
entitas ENTITY, but possibly assoc. with 
identidem over and over again, repeatedly, 
rendering Gr. ravrórgs (Aristotle). 'l'hus 
ident(1)- was established as the comb. form 
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of idem; so ide'ntic, -ICAL (XVII) - medL. 
tdenticus, ide'ntiFY (xvi1)—medL. identi- 
ficãre. 


ideology aidio'lədzi science of ideas XVIII; 
ideal or visionary speculation XIX ; system of 
ideas, esp. concerning social and political 
life xx. =F. idéologie (Destutt de Tracy, 
1796), f. Gr. idéã IDEA -4 -logia -LOGY. 


Ides aidz in the ancient Roman Calendar, 
the 8th day after the Nones. xv. —(O)F. 
ides = L. īdūs (pl.), said by Varro to be an 
Etruscan word. 


idio- rdio(u), idio* repr. Gr. idio-, comb. 
form of ídios personal, peculiar, separate. 


idiom idiom proper language of a people 
or country, dialect; specific character of a 
language XVI; expression peculiar to a lan- 
guage XVII. — F. idiome or late L. idiéma 
- Gr. idi6ma property, peculiar phraseology, 
f. idiolsthai make one's own, f. ídios own, 
private. So idioma Tic. xvii (Addison). 

idiosyncrasy i:diósinkrosi peculiarity of 
constitution or temperament. XVII. = Gr. 
idiosugkrasia, -krasis, f. ídios 1D10- 4- s'ügkrásis 
commixture, tempering, f. stim SYN--+ Rrdsis 
mixture (CRASIS) ; cf. F. idiosyncrasie (xvii). 


idiot idiot mentally deficient person, 
natural fool x11; tignorant person, clown 
xiv. ~(O)F. idiot = It., Sp. idiota-L. 
idiota ignorant person — Gr. :diótés private 
person, plebeian, ignorant, lay(man), f. ídios 
private, peculiar. Q Coalescence of 2 of the 
indef. art. produced (dial.) nidiot, nidget 
(xvI). Hence idiocy i-diasi. xvi (-sy, Skel- 
ton). prob. after lunatic | lunacy; but cf. Gr. 
2di6teia ; also i-diotcy. x1x. idiotic idio-tik 
XVIII, -ICAL XVII; earlier ti-diotisH? xvi-— 
XVIII. 


idle ai-dl tempty; worthless, useless ; doing 
nothing, inactive OE.; lazy, indolent XIII. 
OE. idel = OFris. idel, OS. idal empty, 
worthless (Du. ijdel vain, useless, frivolous, 
trifling, conceited, zl thin, flimsy, raving), 
OHG. ital empty, useless (G. eitel bare, 
mere, worthless, vain); WGerm. only (Sw., 
Da. idel are~LG.); ult. origin unkn.; 
primary meaning prob. ‘empty’. Hence 
i-dlesse xvi (Spenser), pseudo-archaism, 
after humblesse, etc., revived by Scott. 


Ido i-dou artificial language based on 
Esperanto, made public in 1907. ‘The name 
in the language means ‘offspring’. 

idol ai-d(9)l image of a deity x1; object of 
devotion; phantom, fiction, false image xvi. 
ME. vdel, ydol - OF. :d(e)e, (also mod.) 
idole - L. idólum image, form, apparition, 
(eccl.) idol - Gr. eídolon (same meanings), f. 
eídos form, shape (cf. IDEA and see WIT). So 
idolater aido-lotaz worshipper of idols. 
XVI. Earlier tidolatrer, T-trour (xiv Wyclif 
to xvii Donne), either f. (O)F. zdolátre 4- -ER!, 
-our, -OR', or f. idolatry, after astronomer | 
astronomy ; the present form (xv1) was either 
a phonetic reduction of idolatrer or- F. 
idolatre - CRom. (medL.) idélatra, for idélo- 


latra, -trés ~ Gr. eidéloldtrés (latretiein Wor- 
ship). idolatry’. xur. ~-(O)F. -CRom. 
(medL.) idólatria, for ecclL. idédlolatria 
(Tertullian) - Gr. (N.T.) eidólolatreíà (cf. 
LATRIA). i-dolize. xvi (Sylvester); pre- 
ceded by (arch.) ido-latrize xvi (Daniel). 
idolatrous. xvi. f. tidolatrer; superseded 
tidola-trical, Tidolola-trical. 


idyll ai-dil short poem descriptive of a 
picturesque (rustic) scene or incident. XVII 
(earlier idyllium, -ion xvi). - L. idyllium 
— Gr. eidüllion, dim. of eídos form, picture 
(cf. IDOL, IDEA). Henceidy-1hic. xix (earlier 
zdy-llian xvi). 


-ie, frequent var. (formerly also T-ee) of -v$, 
e.g. birdie, brownie (xvI, G. Douglas), dearte 
(xvii), doggie, Jeanie, Willie. 


-ier! ior, with var. -yer jo1, in agent-nouns 
based on native words and functioning as 
-ER'. Among the earliest exx. (XIII) are 
tiliere, extension with -ere of OE. tilia tiller, 
cultivator, bowiare bowyer; these may 
have served as models for other formations 
of various and sometimes obscure origin, 
e.g. brazier, clothier (preceded by tclother), 
collier, drovier, glazier, grazier, hautlier, 
hosier, lawyer (also tlawer), sawyer (y 1s 
regular after w), spurrier. 


-ler? io repr. FP. -er (:- L. -áriu-s -ARY), 
appears first in xvi, as in bombardier, cashier, 
cavalier, halberdier, harquebusier; later exx. 
are brigadier, fusilier, grenadier ; in fina:ncier 
the stress is different. For a graphic var. see 
~EER!, @ In farrier and furrier -ier repl. -our 
(- OF. -our). 

-les iz pl. ending of certain ellipt. words, as 
civvies civilian clothes, movies moving pic- 
tures, talkies talking films, undies under- 
clothes. 

-lety ariti suffix repr. F. -iété - L. -:etás 
expressing the quality or condition of what is 
denoted by adjs. in -Zus -10US, as in anxiety, 
contrariety, dubiety, (in)ebriety, (im)propriety, 
notoriety, society, variety (on which was 
modelled frariety xvi-xvii)  À few are 
based on advs., as satiety, ubiety. 


if conj. introducing a clause of condition or 
supposition. OE. gif, gyf, corr. (with varia- 
tion due to stress conditions) to OF ris. jef, 
ef, jof, of, OS. ef, of (Du. of), OHG. ibu, oba, 
ube, also niba, noba, nube if not (G. ob 
whether, if), ON. ef if, Goth. ibai, iba 
whether, lest, niba(i) if not, jabai if, although; 
by some regarded as case-forms of a sb. 
repr. by OHG. iba condition, ON. ef, if, 
efan, ifan, etc., doubt, whence efa, ifa vb. 
(but this may be based on the conj.); ult. 
etym. unkn. 


-iferous iforos f. L. -ifer, f. stem- or con- 
necting vowel 1+--fer bearing, furnishing, 
f. base of ferre BEAR”; orig. in adoptions of 
L. words in -fer or F. words in -fére, whence 
in unlimited use with L. stems, esp. in terms 
of nat. hist.; see -OUS. 


-ify ifai see -Fy. 
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-igerous i-d3oros f. L. -iger, f. stem- or con- 
necting vowel z--base of gerere carry (cf. 
GESTATION); see -OUS. 


igloo i-gla Eskimo dome-shaped hut. xIx. 


igneous i'gniəs fiery; resulting from the 
action of fire. xvir. f. L. igneus, f. ignis fire 
(rel. to OSI. ogni, Lith. ugnis, Skr. agnís) ; see 
-EOUS. ignite ignart make intensely hot, 
spec. to the point of combustion or chemical 
change XVII; trans. set on fire xvii (Johnson, 
defining the chemical use); intr. take fire 
(Todd, 1818, defining the chemical use). f. 
ignit-, pp. stem of L. ignire set on fire, 
f. ignis fire. So ignmi-TION (chem.) XVIL; 
(pop.) xix. 

ignis fatuus ignis fz'tjues will-o'"-the- 
wisp. xvi. modL., 'foolish fire’, so named 
from its erratic flitting from place to place. 


Q Rendered in F. by feu follet. 


ignoble ignowbl not noble. xvi. =F. 
ignoble or L. ignobilis, £. in- 1N-?-4- gnóbilis 
NOBLE. So ignobi-dirv. xv. - L. 


ignominy i'gnəmini disgrace. XVI. —F. 
ignominie or L, īgnōminia, f. in- IN-?-- 
*oenómen, nómen name, reputation ; see -Y?. 
Soignominious. xvi. €| Shortened forms 
were Tignomy, tignomious XVI. 


ignoramus  ignoreimos — Tendorsement 
made formerly by a grand jury on a bill re- 
turned as not a true bill xv1; ignorant person 
xvii (generalized from the use of Zgnoramus 
as a proper name, e.g. of a lawyer in Ruggle's 
play so entitled, 1615, which was written to 
ridicule the common lawyer; cf. R. Callis's 
“The Case and Arguments against Sir Igno- 
ramus, of Cambridge, in his Readings at 
Staple’s Inn’, 1648). L. ‘we do not know’, 
in legal use ‘we take no notice (of it)’, rst 
pers. pl. pres. ind. of ignordre IGNORE. 


ignorance irgnorons want of knowledge. 
Xil. =(O)F. ignorance — L. igndrantia, f. 
prp. of zgnóràre not to know, misunderstand, 
disregard, rel. to zgenárus unaware ; see -ANCE. 
SoignoraNT. XIV (Ch.). - (O)F. zgnorant. 
ignore ignoo:i not to know xvi; (of a 
grand jury) reject (a bill); refuse to take 
notice of xix. — (O)F. zgnorer or L. ignordre. 


iguana igwa‘no large arboreal lizard. xvi 
— Sp. iguana, repr. Carib iwana (to which 
some early forms approximate). Hence, after 
mastodon, igua-nodon large fossil lizard. 


ihram ir4-:m Mohammedan pilgrim’s dress. 
XVIH. - Arab. zhràm, f. harama forbid (see 
HAREM). 

IHS in ME., late and medL., etc., usually 
IHS, THC, this, ihc, repr. Gr. IHF, IHC, con- 
traction or suspension of IHZOYZ, IHCOYC 
Jesus; commonly used as a symbolical or 
ornamental monogram of the sacred name, 
and popularly interpreted in various ways. 


il-' assim. form of L. in- IN-! before J, as in 
illuminate. 

il-? assim. form of negative in- IN~? before l, 
as in illegal. 


-il jl former regular var. of -ILE surviving in 
a few words, viz. civil, fossil, utensil, Cf. 
APRIL. 


~ile ail, (also, esp. formerly) il adj. suffix 

repr. F. -il, chiefly -:le, and its sources L. 
-ilis, -ilis, which was added to vb.-stems 
with the senses of capacity or suitability, 
e.g. agilis agile, fragilis fragile, and with 
wider meaning to noun-stems, e.g. juvenilis 
juvenile, humilis humble, sterilis sterile. 


ilex aileks holm-oak, Quercus Ilex. xv1. 
L., perh. a Mediterranean word. 


iliac i-liek A. (path.) diac passion disease 
affecting the ileum or third portion of the 
small intestine. B. (anat.) pert. to the flank. 
xvi. ~ late L. iliacus, in form a deriv. of ilia 
(i) flanks, (11) entrails, but the suffix is Gr. 
and sense A goes with L. zleus — Gr. eileds 
colic, prob. rel. to eílein roll. 


Hiad ilid Gr. epic poem (attributed to 
Homer) concerning the ten years’ siege of 
Ilium (or Troy) by the Greeks. xvi. =L. 
Lliad-, nom. Ilias —- Gr. Iliad-, Ilids, sb. use 
of adj. (sc. pofésis poem) ‘pert. to Hium’. 
q Tiad is used like AENEID in sg. and pl. 

ilk ilk +same OE.; surviving only in phr. of 
that ilk of the same place or name (e.g. 
Guthrie of that ilk for Guthrie of Guthrie. 
XVI (erron. that ilk that family or set xix). 
OF. ilca m., ilce fem. and n., f. *£- that, the 
same (as in Goth. zs he, OHG. zr, also mod. 
er, L. is that, idem, idem same, Gr. in this 
one)-++ *lik- form (see LIKE and cf. the forma- 
tion of SUCH, WHICH). 


ilka ilkə (now Sc.) each. ME. ilk a(n) xu 
(illc an, Orm), i.e. ilk = OE. ylc EACH-- A. 


il il A. (dial.) morally evil x11 (Orm) ; caus- 
ing harm, pain, or disaster xu (Bestiary, 
Genesis and Exodus); of bad quality xri 
(Cursor M.) ; ofevil intent xiv (R. Mannyng). 
B. out of health, sick xv ; sb. evil xir (Cursor 
M.); adv. evillv, badly x11 (Orm). - ON. 
ilr adj. ; illa adv., ilt n. of adj. as sb. ; ult. 
origin unkn. At first peculiar to areas of 
Scand. penetration; later much extended 
regionally in competition with evil, but still 
restricted in standard usage, the adj. being 
less common than the adv. (which is freely 
used in composition), and, exc. in predica- 
tive use (e.g. he is ill), mainly confined to 
traditional collocations, as tll health (ON. ill 
heilsa), ill temper, ill usage, ill will (xi 
Cursor M. — ON. ilizii; later modelled on 
L. malevolentia MALEVOLENCE) ; ill-mannered, 
ill-tempered. Sense B of the adj. appears to 
have been evolved from ON. impets. use 
with the neuter as in mér er illt I am ill, varð 
peim ilt af it made them ill. Hence (dial.) 
ily. xvi; see -LYy*. 

illapse il(l)z:ps (theol.) falling or sinking into. 
xvii (Jackson). - L. illapsus; see IL-1, LAPSE. 

illative ileitiv (gram.) inferential. xvi. 
- L. illátivus, f. illátus, used as pp. of inferre 
INFER; es -IVE. So ill4' TION inference. 
XVI. = La 
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illegal ili-gol. xvi. — (O)F. illégal or medL. 
illegdlis; see IL-?, LEGAL. 

illegitimate ilid3itimot not born in lawful 
wedlock xvi; unauthorized xvi. f. late L. 
tllegitimus (whence earlier tillegitime), after 
LEGITIMATE ; see IL-?, 


illicit ili-sit not allowed or authorized. XVII. 
~ L. ; see IL-?, LICIT. 


illiterate ili-tarat ignorant of learning or 
education. XVI. ~ L.; see IL-*, LITERATE. 


illth ilp ill-being )( wealth. 1860 (Ruskin). 
f. ILL-++-TH?. 

illuminate il'ü:mineit light up, give light 
to xvi; decorate with colour xvin (super- 
seding ’ tenlumine — (O)F. enluminer, medL. 
inlüimináre; cf. LIMN) — pp. stem of late L. 
tllumindare, f. ín IL-14- lümin, lümen LIGHT!; 
see LUMINOUS, -ATE%. So illumina-TION 
spiritual enlightenment xIv (Trevisa) ; light- 
ing up Xvi; embellishment with colour xvii. 
— (O)F. = late L. illu-mine enlighten (first 
in spiritual sense). xiv (R. Rolle). - (O)F. 
illuminer — L. illiminàre. 


illuminati ilüminertai applied to several 
sects claiming special enlightenment: (1) the 
Sp. heretics Alumbrados xvi; (ii) G. Illumi- 
naten, secret society founded by Adam 
Weishaupt XVIII; (hence gen.) persons 
claiming special knowledge XIX. L., pl. of 
illiminàatus, pp. of tllümináre (see prec.), or 
pl. of It. ziluminato. 


illusion ilü:3on Tdeception xiv (R. Rolle); 
deceptive appearance, etc. XIV (Ch.); per- 
ception of an external object involving a 
false belief xviir. = (O)F. illusion = L. ilü- 
stó(n-), £. zllüdere mock, jest at (whence rare 
illu-de xv), f. in- 1L-1-}-liidere play, sport. 
So illu.sonv?. xvi. -— late L. 

illustrate i:lostreit, (formerly) ila-streit 
throw light or lustre on; elucidate xvi; 
exemplify; elucidate with pictures XVII. f. 
pp. stem of L. z/ustráre, f. 1n IL-' -+ lusträre 
illuminate, f. *Iukstrom, rel. to limen LIGHT!. 
Earlier tillustre (Caxton). So illustra-TION 
tillumination XIV ; exemplification, example 
XVI; pictorial elucidation xix. - (O)F. - L. 
(Quintilian). illustrATIVE il&strotiv serv- 
ing to illustrate. xvi (Sir T. Browne). 
illu-strious distinguished by rank, etc. xvi 
(Sh.). f. L. :Ilustris. Earlier tillustre (Dun- 
bar) — F. or L. 


im-! assim. form of N-t before p, b, m. 
im-? assim. form of IN-? before p, b, m. 


image rmids artificial representation of an 
object, likeness, statue; (optical) counter- 
part XIII; mental representation x1Iv (Ch., 
Gower). -(O)F. image = Pr. image, Sp. 
imagen, lt. immagine — L. imüginem, nom. 
imágoó, rel. to imitari YMITATE. Soi magknv. 
xIV. — OF. imagerie, f. imageur maker of 
images. imagine imz-d3in. XIV (R. Rolle, 

PPI., Ch., Wyclif, Gower). ~ (O)F. imaginer 
- po imágináre form an image of, represent, 
fashion, (mediopass.) imagindri picture to 


IMITATE 


oneself, fancy. imagima:TION. xIv (R. 

Rolle, Maund., Trevisa, Ch., Gower). 
— (O)F. - L. (tr. Gr. $avracía phantasy). 
ima: ginasLEe. xiv (Ch.) -]late L. (Boe- 
thius). ima-ginary. xiv (Wycl. Bible). 
— L. ima-ginarive. xiv (Ch.). — (O)F. 

imago imei:gou (entom.) final stage of an 
insect. XVIII. Mod. use (by Linnzus, 1767) 
of L. zmágó IMAGE. 

imam, imaum imā'm priest of a mosque; 
Mohammedan leader. xvir. — Arab. imam 
leader, f. amma precede. Cf. F., Sp. iman 
(used also 1n Eng.). 

imbecile i-mbisil, -il weak xvi; mentally 
weak, idiotic xIx. Earliest form imbecille 
= F. timbécille (now -ile) - L. imbécillus, -is, 
f. in- 1M-?4- *bécillum, var. of baculum stick, 
staff (cf. BACILLUS), the etvmol. meaning 
being ‘without support (sine baculo). A 
notion that the L. form was *imbecilis (as 
stated by N. Bailey and Johnson) induced 
the form in -ile and consequently the pro- 
nunc. with il; but J. has imbecile, as Shelley 
has. So imbecilrry. xvi. -—(O)F.-L. 
Cf. EMBEZZLE. «f| ‘Dr. Johnson, Dr. Ash, 
Dr. Kenrick, and Entick, accent the word on 
the second syllable, as in the Latin imbecilis ; 
but Mr. Scott and Mr. Sheridan on the last, 
as in the French imbecille. The latter is, in 
my opinion, the more fashionable, but the 
former more analogical’ (Walker). 

imb- U.S. sp. of many words in EMB-. 

imbibe imbai-b tA. soak, saturate xtv (Ch.); 
B. drink in, absorb. xvr. In A — F. imbiber 
soak (not recorded before xvi), in B - its 
source L. imbibere, f. in 1M! 4- bibere drink. 

imbricate i-mbrikeit (nat. hist.) covered 
with scales overlapping like roof tiles. XVIIL. 
= pp. of L. imbricãre, f. imbric-, imbrex roof 
tile, f. imber rain; see -ATE?. 

imbroglio  imbroudljou confused heap 
XVIII; confusion and entanglement XIX. 
—It. imbroglio, f. imbrogliare confuse, corr. 
to F. embrouiller EMBROIL; see IM-', BROIL. 

imbrue imbri: tsully xv; stain with blood 
xvi (More). Early forms enbrewe, enbrowe 
— OF. embruer, embrouer bedaub, bedabble, 
f. en 1M-12- OF. breu, bro (cf. mod. brouet 
broth) - Rom. *brodum (cf. It. tmbrodolare 
dirty, bedabble) - Germ. *brod- BROTH. 

imbue imbjü- saturate, impregnate. XVI. 
In the earliest exx. in pp. f. F. imbu, tim- 
bu(i)t, or its source L. tmbitus, pp. of imbuere 
moisten, stain, imbue. 

imburse imbé-is xvI. 
IMBURSE. 

imide i:maid (chem.) derivative of am- 
monia in which two atoms of hydrogen are 
replaced by a diatomic radical. xrx. Arbi- 
trary alteration of AMIDE. 

imitate i-miteit make or become like or a 
copy of. xvi. f. pp. stem of L. zmitdri copy, 
rel. to imdgé IMAGE and aemulus rival, emu- 
làri try to be like, EMULATE; see -ATE?. So 
imita: TION. xvi. - (O)F. or L. i-mitaTivz. 

XVI. -late L. i-mitaronR. xvi. = L. 





Survives gen. in RE- 
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immaculate ime‘kjilot spotless. xv. — L. 
mmmaculatus ; see IM-", MACULATE. 


immanent i:manont indwelling, inherent. 
XVI (Lyndesay). - prp. of late L. zmmanére 
(Augustine), f. im 1IM-lJ-manére remain, 
dwell; see -ENT. Soi-mmanENcx. xix (Cole- 
ridge), -ENCY. XVi1 (Pearson). 


immarcescible immaàzrse:sibl unfading. xvI. 
= late L. immarcescibilis, f. in- 1M-?-- mar- 
céscere, marcére fade ; see -IBLE. 


immaterial  imotio:ria  incorporeal XIV 
(Trevisa ; not freq. before XVI) ; unimportant 
xvir (@ “This sense has crept into the con- 
versation and writings of barbarians’, J.). 
-]late L. (Ambrose, Jerome); see 1M-?, 
MATERIAL. 


immediate  imrdist having no inter- 
mediary; acting or existing without a 
medium or intervening agency; next adja- 
cent, instant. XVI. —- (O)F. immédiat or late 
L. tmmedidtus, f. in- 1M-?-- medidtus MEDI- 
ATE. So imme: diateLv?. xv; rendering 
L. adv. 1mmediáte. Hence imme:diacy xv. 
(Sh.). 

immemorial imimō'riəl ancient beyond 
memory. XVII. —medL. immemoridlis; see 
IM-2, MEMORIAL and cf. F. immémoriac. 


immense ime:ns extremely great xv (Cax- 
ton); Tboundless, infinite xvi. — (O)F. zm- 
mense — L. imménsus immeasurable, f. (after 
Gr. dmetros) in- IM-2-+ ménsus, pp. of métirz 
(see MEASURE). Soimime nsrTy. xv. -(O)F. 


immerse ims plunge in liquid. xvrr. f. 
inmers-, pp. stem of L., immergere, f. in IM-1 
--mergere dip, MERGE. So immae'rsioN. XVII. 
— late L. 


immigrate i'migreit go and settle in an- 
other country. XVII. f. pp. stem of L. im- 
migráre ; see 4M-!, MIGRATE, Sol:mmaigraANT 
XVIII, immigra‘TION XVII. 


imminent i:minont impending threaten- 
ingly, close at hand. xvi. — L. tmminent-, 
~éns, prp. of imminére project, be impending, 
f. in- 1M-1-- *min- (cf. EMINENT, PROMINENT). 


immolate i:móleit sacrifice. xvi. f. immo- 
lat-, pp. stem of L. immoldre (orig.) sprinkle 
with sacrificial meal (mola salsa salted meal), 
f. £n 1M-1-4- mola MEAL!; see -ATE?, So im- 
mola: TION. XVI. 


immortal imd-3tol not mortal x1v; lasting, 
everlasting XVI. — L. tmmortális (pl. sb. the 
gods), f. in- 1M-?--mortális MORTAL; sb. 
XVII; cf. (O)F.immortel. So imamorta‘Lity. 


XIV. -(O)F.-L. immortelle imöıte'l 
everlasting flower. xix. -F. (for fleur 
immortelle). 


immune imjün Tíree, exempt XV; secure 
from contagion, etc, XIX (c.1880 after F. im- 
mune — L. immünis exempt from a service or 
charge, f. in- 1M-?-1-münis ready for service 
(cf. COMMON). So immurnriTv exemption 
from service or liability x1v; non-suscepti- 
bility to contagion, etc. (after F, immunité) 
XIX. 


immure imjuoau wall in; shut within 
walls xvr; build into a wall xvirt. - medL. 
immüráre (perh. through F. emmurer), £. L. 
in IM-1+murus wall, early motros, moerus 
(rel. to mania fortifications ; see MUNITION). 

imp imp fyoung shoot, sapling OE.; scion, 
offspring, child xiv; ‘child’ of the Devil, 
little demon, evil spirit xvi; mischievous 
child xvii. OE. impa or impe. So imp vb. 
Tgraft, engraft OE.; engraft feathers in a 
bird’s wing so as to improve or restore its 
flight xv; enlarge, eke out xvi. OE. impian, 
corr. to OHG. impfõn (G. impfen), shortened 
analogues of OHG. impiton (MHG. impfeten) 
=- Rom. *inmpotare, f. medL. tmpotus graft 
(Salic Law) — Gr. émphutos implanted, en- 
grafted, vbl. adj. of emphúein implant, f. en 
In}, IN-1, EM-!-+ phiiein (see BEC). Q (O)F. 
ente, enter graft (whence MDu., Du. ent, 
ente) have the same origin. Da. ympe, Sw. 
ymp, ympa are from LG.; W. imp sb., tmpio 
vb. are from Eng. 

impact i'mpækt striking of one body on 
another. xviu. f. impact-, pp. stem of L. 
impingere IMPINGE, after CONTACT. 


impair impteo'i make worse or weaker. XIV. 
ME. empaire, -beire - OF. empeirier (mod. 
empirer) :- Rom. *impéjóráre make worse, 
f. in- IM-1-Flate L.. péjóráre (cf. PEJORATIVE); 
the prefix was latinized to im- xv. The 
earlier ME. forms were ampaire, ap(p)aire 
-~ AN. *apairer, OF. ampeirier. 

impale imperl surround with a palisade, 
fence in xvi (Palsgr.); (her.) combine (coats 
of arms) palewise ; fix upon a stake or point 
xvil. — F. empaler or medL. tmpdldre, f. 1n 
IM-1-+ pdlus PALE’. 

impanate i-mpeneit embody in bread. xvr. 
f. pp. stem of medL. zmpanaáre, f£. L. in 1M-! 
J-gánis bread ; see -ATE®. So impana‘TION. 

imparisyllabic impz:risile-bik of Gr. and 
L. nouns that have not the same number of 
syllables in all their cases. xvu. f. L. impar 
unequal, f. in- 1M-?-- par equal, PEER! ; see 
SYLLABIC. 

impart impàá'it make partaker of xv; make 
known xvi. = OF. impartir = L. impartire 
(usu. zmpertire), f. in 1M-* - part-, pars share, 
PART. 

impasse épa:s, rmpzes cul-de-sac ; insoluble 
difficulty. xix (Greville). F. (Voltaire), f, 
im- YM-?-- stem of passer PASS. 


impassible impz'sibl incapable of suffer- 
ing XIV; incapable of suffering injury xv; 
incapable of feeling xvi. — (O)F. zmpassible 
~= ecclL. zmpassibilis ; see YM-?, PASSIBLE. So 
im pa:ssIVE. XViI (Milton). 

impassion impz:Jon inflame with passion. 
XVI. — It. impassionare, f. in 1M-}-+ passione 
PASSION ; chiefly in pp. (also fimpasstonate). 

impasto impz'stou laying on of colour 
thickly. xvin. It., f. impastare, f. in 1M-14- 
pasta PASTE. 

impa'-tience. xir (AncrR.)) -(O)F. im- 
patience = L. (see 1M-?, PATIENCE). So im- 
PA'TIENT. XIV (PP1.). - (O)F. - L. 
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impeach impi'tf timpede; accuse, charge 
xIv (Wyclif); charge with a high misde- 
meanour; call in question, disparage XVI. 
ME. empeche, -esche ~ OF. empecher, -escher 
(mod. empécher prevent) = Pr. empedegar 
t- late L. impedicdre catch, entangle, f. in 
IM-!+ pedica FETTER. Superseded fappeach 
- AN. var. of empecher. So impea‘chMENT. 
xiv. — OF. empe(s)chement. 


impeccable impe:kobl not liable to sin 
XVI; faultless xvit.. — L. zmpeccabilis, f. in- 
IM-?--peccáre sin; see -ABLE. 


impecunious  implkjü:nios in want of 
money. XVI (Nashe, Jonson). f. L. in- IM-° 
+ pecunia money (cf. PECUNIARY). 


impede impi-d hinder. xvii (Sh. ; timpedite 
is earlier). — L. impedire, f. in 1M-!-- ped-, 
pés FOOT. Hence impedaNce impi'dəns 
(electr.). 1886 (Heaviside). So impedi- 
MENT -pe’d- hindrance xiv (Trevisa); tpl. 
baggage (of an army) xvi. — L. impedimen- 
tum, the pl. of which, impedime:nta, is 
used in the second sense (xv1, Holland). 


impel impel force or constrain to. XV 
(Caxton). — L. impellere, f. in 1M-?} -+ pellere 
drive (cf. PULSE!). 


impend impe nd hang tbreateningly xvi; 
be imminent XVII; hang over XVIII. =L. 
impendëre, f. in 1M-!-+pendēre (see PENDENT). 


imperative impe'rətiv (gram.) expressing 
command; commanding, peremptory XVI; 
urgent xIx. —late L. imperãtīvus specially 
ordered (Macrobius), gram. (Martianus 
Capella; tr. Gr. «poorakrucj, sc. éyKAtats), 
f. inperát-, pp. stem of imperdre command 
(cf. EMPEROR) ; see -1VE. 


impe-rfect not perfect. xiv (R. Rolle, Ch.); 
(gram.) of a tense xvi (Palsgr.); (mus.) xvi 
(Morlev). ME. znperfit - (O)F. imparfait; 
see IM-?, PERFECT. S0 imm PERFE'CTION. 


imperial impio ris| pert. to an empire or 
emperor; commanding, majestic, exalted. 
XIV (Ch., Gower). ~ (O)F. impérial = L. im- 
periälis, f. imperium rule, EMPIRE; see -IAL. 
The sb. uses, ‘luggage case for the top of 
a carriage, the carriage roof itself (xvyi1)’, 
‘small beard beneath the lower lip’ (1839), 
are from F. impériale. Hence imperialism. 
xIx, impe'rialisr adherent of an empire or 
emperor XVII (after F. impérialiste) ; advocate 
of (British) imperialism xix. 


imperil impe'ril bring into peril. xvi (em- 
perill, Spenser). f. EM-' IM-'+ PERIL; prob. 
after endanger, 


imperious impiorios imperial; Tsove- 
reign, majestic ; overbearing ; overmastering. 
XVI. — L. imperiósus, f. imperium command, 
EMPIRE ; see -10US and cf. F. impérieux. 


imperscriptible impoiskri:ptibl for which 
no written authority can be adduced. XIX. 
f. L. in- 1M-?-4- pp. stem of perscribere write 
out, f. per PER- + scribere write; see SCRIBE, 
-IBLE. 


IMPLICATE 


impersonal impö'isənəl (gram.) used spec. 
in the 3rd person singular xvi (Whitington) ; 
not personal xvii. — late L.. zmpersónális ; see 
IM-?, PERSONAL. Cf. F. impersonnel, T-0nal. 


impersonate imp3'1soneit invest with a per- 
sonality xvi1; assume the person of XVIII. 
f. L. in 1M-!-Fpersóna PERSON, after incor- 
porate. 


impertinent impó3-rinont Tunrelated xiv 
(Wyclif) ; irrelevant xiv (Ch.) ; inappropriate, 
not consonant with reason XVI; presumptu- 
ously intrusive, insolent xvir. ~(O)F. im- 
pertinent or late L. impertinens not pertinent, 
in medL. inept; see IM-*, PERTINENT. Hence 
(or - F.) impe'rtinENCE. XVII. 


impertu:rbable. xv (rare before xvrir). 
~late L. (Augustine); see 1m-?, PERTURB, 
-ABLE. 


impe:rvious. xvr. -L.;see IM-?, PERVIOUS. - 


impetigo impitargou pl. -Zgines i'dainiz 
pustular skin disease. xvi. L., f. impetere 
assail, f. in 1M-1-} petere seek (see PETITION). 


impetrate i-mpitreit obtain by entreaty. 
xvi. f. pp. stem of L. impetrdre, f. in IM-1-- 
patráre bring to an end, f. patr-, pater 
FATHER; See -ATE? and cf. PERPETRATE. So 
impetra-TION. xv. — AN. impetracioun and 
L. -ãtið. 

impetuous impe'tjuəs acting with sudden 
energy. XIV. =(O)F. impétueux = L. im- 
petuósus, f. impetus onset, violent impulse, 
f. impetere; see IMPETIGO, -UOUS. impetus 
irmpitos. XVII. = L. 


impi i'mpi force of Kaffir warriors. XIX, Zulu. 


impinge impi'nd3 Tthrust upon XVI ; strike, 
dash XVII. = L. impingere, f. in 1M-!-- pbangere 
fix, drive in; see PACT and cf. IMPACT. 


impious i'mpios not pious. xvi. f. L. 
impius; see IM-?, PIOUS. So imPpr-ETY. XIV 
(R. Rolle) - (O)F. or L. 


implacable imple:kobl that cannot be ap- 
peased. xvi (More). =- F. or L.; see 1M-?, 
PLACABLE. 


implant implà:nt instil, xvr. — F. implanter 
or late L.; see IM-!, PLANT. 


implement! rmplimont (pl) equipment, 
outfitxv ; (orig. pl.) apparatus, set of utensils, 
tools xvi. - medL. implementa (pl.) noun of 
instrument corr. to medL. zmplere employ, 
spend, extended use (by assoc. with impli- 
care EMPLOY) of L. implére fill up, fulfil, 
discharge, f. in 1m-1-+ plére FILL. 

implement? impliment tessential con- 
stituent XVII ; (Sc.) fulfilment xvir. = late L. 
implémentum filling up, noun of action of 
L. implére (see prec.). Hence i-mplement 
vb. (orig. Sc.) carry into effect. xix. So 
imple TioN filling up. xvir. = late L. 


implicate i'mplikeit (arch.) intertwine, en- 
tangle: involve (as in guilt). xvi. f. pp. stem 
of L. implicdre, f. in 1M-!-+-plicãre fold (see 
PLY); preceded by ppl. adj. implicate (see 
-ATE*). So implica:TION. xv. -= L. 
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implicit implrsit implied but not plainly 
expressed XVI; fentangled, entwined XVII. 
— F. implicite (Calvin) or L. implicitus, later 
form of implicdtus, pp. of implicdre (see 
prec.). 


implore implóo: beg or pray (for) xvi 
(Dunbar); beseech (one) xvni (Sh.) -F. 
implorer or L. imploráre invoke with tears, 
f. in 1M-'!-4- plóràre weep. 


implosion implou’3an bursting inwards; 
(phonetics) closure of the glottis together 
with stop contact compressing the enclosed 
air. XIX. f. IM-!4- -plosion, of EXPLOSION. So 
implo:sIvE formed by implosion. 


imply implar tenfold, involve xıv (Ch., 
Wyclif); involve the truth or existence of; 
express indirectly xvi. — OF. emplier :— L. 
implicãre IMPLICATE. The OF. var. empleter, 
emploier is the source of EMPLOY, with which 
imply to some extent overlapped XVI-XVII. 


impolite. xvi (Drayton). See IM-?, POLITE. 


import impõut A. carry as its purport, 
signify, imply xv (Lydg.); be of significance 
or importance (to) xvi; B. bring in from out- 
side xv1. — L. importdre; in A in its med. 
sense of ‘imply, mean’ (so F. importer, It. 
importare); in B in the orig. sense ‘carry in’, 
f. in 1M-14- portàre bring, carry, rel. to portus 
PORT.! Hence import A. purport, signi- 
ficance, consequence XVI (Sh.); B. commo- 
ity imported XVIL. So impo'rtANCE. XVI. 
—(O)F. importance = medL. importantia 
significance, consequence. impo-rtaNT. 
XVI. — F. important - medL. importdns; cf. 
It. importanza, Sp. -ancia, It., Sp. -ante. 


importunate impó'1t[ünot, -tj- persistent in 
asking. Xv. f. L. importünus 4- -ATE?, perh. 
on the model of obstinate. importune adj. 
c. 1400. ~ F. importun, -une or L. importünus 
applied to waves and storms )( opportünus 
OPPORTUNE. importuniry. xv. — (O)F. 
~L. importune vb. XVI. = F. importuner 
or medL. zmportünári. 'l'he earliest of this 
group is zmportune adj. with the sense 'bur- 
densome, troublesome', a notion which is 
common to them all. 


impose impowz Timpute xv (Caxton); lay 
on (in various uses) XVI; exert influence 
upon, as with fraudulent intent or effect xvi. 
— (O)F. imposer, Temposer, f. em-, im- 1M-* 4- 
poser, to repr. L. impónere place on or into, 
inflict, set over, lay as a burden, deceive, 
trick ; see PosEl. Hence impo'siNG? exact- 
ing XVII; impressive XVIII; cf, F. imposant 
(Voltaire, 1732). So imposition impəzi' fən 
laying-on of hands xiv (Wycl. Bible); im- 
post xv; exercise imposed as punishment 
xvii. = (O)F. or L. 

impo'ssible. xir (Cursor M.). -(0)F. - L.; 
see IM-?. Q Recorded earlier than POSSIBLE. 

impost! i-mpoust tax, duty. xvr (Grafton). 
— F. Timpost (now impót) — medL. impostus, 
-um, Sb. use of zmpostus, impositus, pp. of L. 
imponere IMPOSE. 


impost? impoust (archit.) upper course of 
a pillar xvir (Evelyn); horizontal block sup- 
ported by upright stones XVIII. = F. imposte 
or its source It. imposta, sb. use of fem. pp. 
of imporre += L, impõnere IMPOSE. 


impostor impo’staz one who imposes on 
others. xvi. Earlier -ur(e), -our, -er - E. 
imposteur, corr. to Sp. impostor, It. -ore 
= late L. impostor, contr, of impositor (cf. 
IMPOSTÌ?}), f. pp. stem of L. impõnere IMPOSE; 
see -ORİ. So impo'stURE. XVI. = F. = late L. 


impost(hjume impə'stjūm (arch.) puru- 
lent swelling, abscess. c. 1400. - OF. em- 
postume, alteration of apostume, later form of 
aposteme (whence ME. Taposteme xiv) - L. 
apostema - Gr. apóstéma lit. separation (cf. 
ABSCESS), f. aposténai, f. apd Apo-+sténat 
STAND ; finally assim. in prefix and ending to 
L. 1M-* and post(h)umus. 


impotent iumpotont physically weak. xiv 
(Gower) -(O)F.- L.; see 1iM-?, POTENT. 
i-mpotENCE xv (Hoccleve), -ENCY. xv. 


impound impau-nd enclose in a pound xv1; 
take (an object) into formal custody xvi. 
f. IN-1, IM-!-+ POUND?, 


impoverish impo'vorif make poor. Xv (em- 
porisshe Lydg.). f. empoveriss-, lengthened 
stem of OF. empov(e)rir (mod. empauvrir), 
f. em- (1m-), IM-1+- povre POOR; see -ISH?, 


imprecation  imprikei|[on invocation of 

evil. xvi. — L. zmprecátio(n-), £. imprecaári 
(whence i:mprecate xvii), f. in IM-!4- 
precüri PRAY ; see -ATE?, -ATION. i':mpre- 
catoRvy?. xvi. —- medL. 


impregnable impre:gnobl that cannot be 
overcome. XV. Late ME. imprenable —(O)F. 
imprenable, f. in- iM-°+prenable takeable, f. 
pren-, stem of prendre take :~ L. prehendere ; 
see PREHENSILE, -ABLE. The later forms im- 
pre(t)gnable, which depend upon OF. vars. 
(cf. PREGNANT!), induced the pronunc. with g. 


impregnate i-mpregneit make pregnant; 
imbue, saturate. XVII. f. impregnate, pp. 
(xv1) or — its source late L. impragnátus, f. 
in IM-!+ pregndre be PREGNANT; see -ATE®. 

impresario imprisá'riou, -zà'riou organizer 
of public entertainments. XVIII. It., under- 
taker, contractor, f. impresa undertaking, 
EMPRISE ; See -ARY. 


imprescriptible impriskrrptibl that may 
not be taken away. xvi (Foxe). - F.; see 
IM-?, 


impress! impress stamp, imprint (a mark, 
etc.), lit. and fig. xiv (Ch.); mark with a 
stamp xvi (Sh.); affect strongly xvi. (In 
ME. also en-) - OF. em-, impresser, £. 4m- 4 
presser PRESS!, after L. imprimere. Ylence 
impress sb. impres stamp, mark. xvi. So 
impressioN impre:fon effective action, 
effect xiv (Ch., Gower) ; mark produced by 
pressure XIV (Trevisa); printing XVI; notion 
impressed on the mind xvr. -(O)F. zm- 
pression —- L. impressio(n-) onset, attack, (in 
Cicero) emphasis, mental impression, f. 
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impress-, pp. stem of tmprimere, f. in IM-?-+ 
premere PRESS. impre'ssionaBLE. XIX. ~ F. 
impressionnable. impre:ssionist (of paint- 
ing. 1881. — F. impressionniste (1874), 
coined in an unfavourable sense with ref. to 
a picture by Claude Monet entitled Im- 
pression. impre-ssivE susceptible xvi 
(iNashe); making a deep impression XVIII. 


impress? impre's levy, enlist, esp. by force. 
xvI (Sh.). f. 1m-?-+press*. Hence impress 
sb. xvii (Sh.). 


imprimatur imprimertor licence to print 
given by the L, formula imprimatur let it be 
printed, 3rd sg. pres. subj. pass. of impri- 
mere; see IMPRINT. XVII. 


imprimis imprai-mis in the first place. xv 
(Paston Lett.). L., assim. form of in primis 
‘among the first things’, i.e. in IN‘ and primis, 
abl. pl. of prīmus first (PRIME). 


imprint i'mprint impressed mark or stamp 

xv (Caxton); publisher’s name, etc., on a 
title-page XVIII. Late ME. empreynte, -brinte 
- (O)F. empreinte, sb. use of pp. fem. of 
empreindre :— L. imprimere impress, f. in 
IM-!4-premere PRESS. Soimpri:nt vb. mark 
by pressure, impress. xiv (Ch). - OF. 
empreinter ; see PRINT. 


imprison imprizn put in prison. XIII 
(RGlouc.). - OF. emprisoner (mod. -onner) ; 
see IM-!, PRISON. 5o impri:soOnMENT. XIV. 


impromptu impro:mPtju adv. without pre- 
meditation; sb. extemporaneous perform- 
ance, XVII. — F. impromptu (Moliére) - L 
phr. in promptu at hand, in readiness (pro- 
mere; see PROMPT). 


improper impro:pper xvr - (O)F. or L.; 
see IM-?, PROPER. €] Preceded by improper- 
lich adv. (Gower), perh. after OF. impropre- 
ment (Oresme). 


impropriate improu'prieit annex to a per- 
son or corporation. XVI. f. pp. stem of 
medL. tmpropridre (whence earlier timproper 
XIV-XVIII), f. in IM-1-+ proprius PROPER; see 
-ATE”. 


improve imprü:v (trefl.) make one’s profit; 
turn (an event, etc.) to good account, turn 
to profit or advantage ; now (U.S.) make use 
of, occupy; enhance, augment XVI; raise to 
a better quality or condition xvii. Early 
forms em-, improwe — AN. emprower, em- 
prouer (in AL. appro(w)are, appruare), f 
OF. em- 1M-1-- prou profit (:- late L. préde, 
evolved from L. pródest is of advantage), 
later infl. by PROVE. So impro-veMENT. XV 
(emprowement profitable use, profit). 


improvise i-mpravaiz compose without 
preparation. XIX (Disraeli). — F. improviser 
or its source, It. improvvisare, f. improvviso 
extempore — L. imprõvīsus unforeseen, f. tn- 
IM-°+prõvisus, pp. of prõvīdere PROVIDE. 
So improvisa: TION. XVIII. Both prob. 
after the earlier adoption of It. improvisa- 
tore (mod. It. -provv-) xvii (Smollett). 


impudent i-mpjtident +timmodest XIV 
(Ch.); unblushingly presumptuous XVI. 
— L. impudéns, f. in- 14-?-- pudéns ashamed, 
modest, orig. prp. of pudére feel ashamed, 
shame. So i:impudxNcze. xiv (Ch.). 


impugn impjü:n assail. xiv (PPL, Wycl. 
Bible). — L. impugnáre, f. in 1M-! -- pugnáre 
fight (see PUGNACIOUS). 


impulse impals act of impelling ; stimula- 
tion of the mind. xvir.. — L. zmpulsus, f. pp. 
stem of impellere 1MPEL; cf. PULSEl. So 
impu-lsivs nnpelling to action xv1i ; actuated 
by impulse xix. =- (O)F. impulsif, -ive (rare 
before xvitt) or late L. impulsivus. 


impunity impjü'niti exemption from pun- 
ishment XVI; security xviit. — L. impünitàs, 
f. impünis unpunished, f. in- IM-?-|]- pena 
penalty; see PAIN, -ITY. 


impure impjuo-r. XVI. — 1..; see IM-?, PURE. 
Soimpu'riry. xV. =- L. Cf. F. impur, im- 
pureté. 


impute impji‘t lay the fault of (a thing) to 
XIV; (theol.) attribute by vicarious substitu- 
tion. XVI. —-(O)F. imputer-—L. imputdre 
bring into the reckoning or charge, f. in 
IM-1-- putàre reckon (see PUTATIVE). 


in! in prep. marking bounds or limits within 
which. OE. in = OFris., OS., OHG. (Du., 
G.), Goth. in, ON. 1, rel. to L. zn (older ez), 
Gr. en, eni, Olr. i n-, in, W. yn, Lith. 3, 
OPruss, en, OSI. vů(n-), Russ. v (vo, vn-) 
s= IE. *en, *n. Reduced to i before cons. 
by 1200, and so retained arch. and dial., 
as in 2’ th’ in the, and 7’ faith; cf. HANDI- 
cap. Distinct in origin from in adv., which 
repr. (i) OE. in(n), used with vbs. of motion 
(cf. INTO) = OFris., OS., Du. in, OHG. in 
(with secondary lengthening), G. ein, ON., 
Goth. inn, (ii) OE. inne, used with vbs. of 
position = OFris., OS. inna, OHG. inna, 
-t, -e, ON. inni, Goth. inna, orig. loc. Cf. 
OE. hérinne HEREIN, þærin, -inne THEREIN. 
@ OE. innan adv. and prep. entered into 
the comp. zipinnan WITHIN. 

Arising orig. from syntactical juncture of 
adv. in with a vb. are stable comps. such as 
inbred, income, incoming, indzell(ing), in- 
gathering, ingrowing, inlay, inlet, inroad, 
inset, inturn, many of the sbs. depending on 
phrasal units, as inlet, f. let in. In attrib. or 
adj. use im is or has been variously used, as 
in in-land, inshore, inside, and in-patient (sc. 
in a hospital) Cf. INNER, INMOST. 


in? L, in (see prec.) with the abl. ‘in’, with 
the acc. ‘into’, ‘against’, ‘towards, for the 
purpose of’, in many phrases frequent in 
Eng. contexts from XVI onwards, as în capite 
in CHIEF, in COMMENDAM, în extenso, în ex- 
tremis, in ı flagrante delicto, in forma pauperis, 
in medias res, in memoriam, in partibus (infi- 
delium), in pontificalibus, in situ, in statu quo 
(ante, prius, or nunc), in terrorem, in toto, in 
vacuo. For designations of sizes of books, 
e.g. in-folio, see the sbs. FOLIO, etc. 
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in-! repr. L. in-, the adv. and prep. IN, used 
in cornbination mainly with vbs. and their 
derivs. with the senses ‘in, into, within, on, 
towards, against’; in earlier L. the prefix 
retained its n, but later this was assim. to 
l, m, y (see IL-1, IM-!, IR-1). In OF. zn-, im- 
became en-, em- (see EN-!, EM-') in inherited 
words, but in learned words zz-, im- were 
regularly retained. 


in-? repr. L. zn- (whence Sp., It. 21-), cogn. 
and synon. with Gr. a-, an- A-* and CGerm. 
*un- UN-!, as in félix happy/infélix unhappy, 
nocéns hurtfuljinnocéns innocent; in earlier 
L. the prefix retained its n, but later this 
was assim. to l, m, r (see IL-?, IM-?, IR-°); 
before g it was reduced to t-, as in zgnóráre 
ignore. In afew OF. words this in- became 
en-, e.g. L. inimicus, OF. enemi enemy, L. 
invidia, OF. envie envy; but most F. words 
containing this prefix are of learned origin 
and retain in- (il-, etc.). 


-in (chem.) modification of -1NE? introduced 
by A. W. von Hofmann for the names of 
neutral substances such as glycerides, gluco- 
sides, bitter principles, proteids, which are 
thus distinguished from the names of alka- 
loids and basic substances in -zne. Some of 
such terms were formerly spelt with -ine and 
had passed into popular use before the 
nomenclature was established, esp. gelatine 
and margarine, which are still spelt thus in 
non-scientific use. 


-ina! ino L. fem. suffix as in régina queen 
(f. rég-, réx king), in It. and Sp. and thence 
in Eng. forming female titles, as CZARINA, 
and in proper names, as Clementina; it is 
used for some names of musical instruments, 
as concertina, flutina, ocarina, seraphina. 


Cf. -Al, 


-ina? i-no n.pl. (sc. animdlia) of L. -inus 
-INE! used in names of groups of animals, as 
Bombycina, f. generic name Bombyx. Cf. -a*, 


inadvertence inodvd-itons lack of atten- 
tion. Xvi. ~ medL. inadvertentia; see 1N-?, 
ADVERTENCE. 


-inze arni suffix, fern. pl. (sc. bestize animals) 
of L. adjs. in -inus -INE! occurring in names 
of subfamilies, e.g. Canina (see CANINE), 
Feline (see FELINE). 


inamorato inzmori:tou male lover. xvi. 
= It. Tinamorato (now innam-), pp. of inam- 
(m)orare — OF. enamourer ENAMOUR. So 
inamora-ta female lover. xvii. 


inane inern empty xvii; empty-headed 
xiX (Shelley). - L. inánis empty, vain. So 
inaniTy inz-niti Temptiness ; vanity, hol- 
lowness XVII; vacuity XVIII. — L.; cf. (O)F. 


inanimate lifeless. xvr (Foxe). -late L. 
(see IN-*); cf. F. inanimé. 


inanition inonríon Temptying of a body 
XIV; exhausted condition xvu. = late L. 
inánitio(n-), f. indnire, f. indnis; see INANE 
and -ITION ; so (O)F. 


ina:pt xvii? ; so ina:ptitude XVII; see IN-? 
and cf. INEPT. 


inasmuch inazma‘tf in so far as, (hence) 
seeing that, considering that. x1v (Ch., 
Wyclif; earlier north. zn als mokil, Cursor 
M.). tr. OF. en tant (que), repr. L. in tantum 
(ut), in IN?, tantum so much (n. of tantus so 
great, f. tam so). Also INSOMU'CH (XV). 


inaugural ind-gjiral pert. to inauguration. 
XVII. = F. inaugural, f. inaugurer inaugurate, 
after L. augurdlis; see -AL!. So inawgu- 
FATE? admit formally to an office xv11 ; 'begin 
with good omens' (J.), initiate formally 
XVIII; initiate the public use of xix. f. pp. 
stem of L. inaugurdre take omens from the 
flight of birds, f. in 1N-!+ augurdre AUGUR. 
Earlier tinaugure (xvi) —(O)F. inaugurer or 
L.inaugura' TION. xvi. —(O)F. or lateL. 

inborn (stress variable) T native OE. (newly 
formed xvir); implanted by nature xvi (G. 
Douglas). OE. znboren, after late L. inndtus 
INNATE; cf. Du. ingeboren, G. eingeboren; 
see IN-!, BORN. 


Inca itnka king, or one of the royal family, 
of Peru before its conquest. xvi. Earlier 
Inga, Sp. alteration of Inca, the native form. 


incandescent inkende:sont glowing with 
heat. xvni. ~ F. incandescent — prp. of L. 
incandéscere glow, f. in+ candëscere become 
white, f. candidus; see IN-!, CANDID, -ENT. 


incantation inkæntei'fən (use of) formula 
of words to produce a magical effect. xiv 
(Gower) - (O)F. zncantation — late L. 
incantütio(n-), f. incantàre chant, charm, f. 
in IN-'+cantdre sing, CHANT; cf. ENCHANT 
and see -ATION. 

inca:pable. xvi (Sh.). — F. or late L.; see 
IN-*, 

incarcerate  inká-soreit imprison. XVI 
(preceded by pp. incarcerate xv). f. pp. stem 
of medL. incarcerdre, f. in IN-i-r-carcer 
prison; see -ATE?, So incarcer4 TION. XVI. 
- (O)F. or late L. 

incarnadine inka-mmedin, -dain flesh- 
coloured, crimson, blood-red. xv1 (Sylves- 
ter). - F. incarnadin, -ine - It. incarnadino, 
north. var. of incarnatino carnation, flesh- 
colour, f. incarnato INCARNATE; see next and 
-INE!, Hence vb. (Sh. ‘Macb.’ 11 ti 62). 

incarnate inkà:inot embodied in flesh xiv ; 
flesh-coloured xvi. — ecclL. zncarnátus, pp. 
of incarndri be made flesh, f. £n 1N-!-J- carn-, 
caró flesh; see CARNAL, -ATE?. The second 
sense is from F. incarnat or modL. So in- 
carna'TION embodiment in flesh XII (concr. 
XVIII); fflesh-colour xv. = (O)F. = ecclL. 


incendiary inse'ndiəri that sets on fire. 
xvii (also sb.). — L. incendidrius, f. incendium 
burning, fire; see next and -ARY. 


incense! i'nsens aromatic gum burnt to 
produce a sweet smell XIII; smoke of this 
XIV. ME. ansens, encens = (O)F. encens -— 
ecclL. incensum, sb. use of n. of incensus, pp. 
of incendere set fire to, f. zn 1N-1-- *candere 
cause to glow (candére glow; see CANDLE). 
Hence I:BCENSE vb. XIV; see CENSE. 
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incense’ inse:ns ‘tset on fire; inflame with 
wrath. xv. — OF. incenser, f£. L. incens-, pp. 
stem of zncendere (see prec.). 


incentive inse:ntiv (something) that incites 
to action. xv. — L. incentivus that sets the 
tune, that provokes or incites (sb. -zvum), f. 
incent-, var. (cf. incenti6, incentor) of incant-; 
see INCANTATION, -IVE. 


inception inse-pfan beginning of an under- 
taking, etc. xv; (at the universities of Oxford 
and Cambridge) formal entering upon the 
status of Master or Doctor xvir. - (O)F. 
incebtion or L. inceptio(n-), f. incept-, pp. 
stem of incipere; see INCIPIENT, -TION. So 
ince-pt vb. (cf. COMMENCE). XIX. ince-pt- 
IVE. XVII. 


incessant inse'sont that does not cease. XVI. 
~ F. incessant or late L. incessant-, -dns, f. 
IN-2+ cessdns, prp. of cessGre CEASE ; see -ANT. 
So ince-ssantLy?. XV; after L. incessanter. 


incest insest sexual commerce of near 
kindred. xim (AncrR.). — L. incestus, or in- 
cestum, sb. use of n. of incestus impure, 
unchaste, f. in- IN-?-+castus CHASTE. So 
ince:stuous. xvi. — late L. incestudsus. 


inch! intf twelfth part of a foot. Late OE. 
ynée, corr. to OHG. unza, Goth. unkja :- 
*upkja = L. uncia twelfth part (see OUNCE) ; 
cf. MDu. enke. 


inch? in'f (Sc.) small island. xv (Wyntoun). 
— Gael. innis inif = (O)Ir. ints, W. ynys, 
prob. rel. (obscurely) to L. insula ISLE. 


inchoate i-nkoueit, iy- just begun. XVI. 
~ L. incho@tus, pp. of inchodre, less correct 
form of izncohüre begin; see -ATE?*. So 
incho-ATIvE spec. gram. of verbs denoting 
the beginning of an action. xvi. ~ late L. 


incident i-nsidant liable to befall or occur; 
attaching itself as a privilege, etc. xv. - F 
incident or L. incident-, -éns, prp. of incidere 
fall upon, happen to, f. in IN-!-- cadere fall ; 
see CASE, -ENT. Also sb. accessory event. Xv. 
- (O)F. incident, sb. use of adj. Hence inci- 
de-ntaL! xvii; after accidental. incide-n- 
tALLY XvII; earlier tincidently xv1 (More). 


incinerate insi-noreit reduce to ashes. XVI. 
f. pp. stem of medL. incinerdre, f. in IN-1+ 
ciner-, cinis ashes; see CINERARY, -ATE*, So 
incinerA.TION. XVI. — medL. 


incipient insi;piont beginning. xvir. = L. 
incipient-, -éns, prp. of incipere undertake, 
begin, f. in 1N-1-- capere take (cf. CAPTURE). 


incipit i'nsipit beginning or first words of 
aliterary work. xix. L., 3rd pers. sg. pres. 
ind. of incipere begin (see prec.); cf. EX- 
PLICIT. 


incise insai'z cut into. XVI. = F. inciser, f. 
incīs-, pp. stem of L. incīdere, f. in IN-!+4- 
caedere cut (cf. CÆSURA). So incision 
insizon. XV. -(O)F. or late L. inci'SIvE. 
XVI. -medL. So incisor! insarzoi front 
(cutting) tooth. xvir (Sir T. Browne). 
- medL. 


incite insart urge on. xv. —(O)F. inciter 
= L. incitäre, f. in IN-'+-citdre set in rapid 
motion, rouse; see CITE. 

incivism see CIVISM. 


inclement inklemont funmerciful; (of 
weather) not mild xvir (Milton). -= F. or 
L.; see IN-?, CLEMENT. 


incline inklain bend towards a thing, for- 
ward or downward. xiu (Cursor M.). ME. 
encline - OF. encliner; these Eng. and F. 
forms survived till xvir, but forms assim. to 
the L. source znclináre finally prevailed ; see 
IN-l, LEAN?*. So inclina-rION inklin-. XIV 
(Ch., Trevisa; Lydg., Caxton ; not common 
till xvi). - (OF. or L. inclino-wETER. XIX. 


inclose, inclosure statutory forms of EN- 
CLOSE, ENCLOSURE, in ref. to inclosing land. 

include inklü:d,ig- shut in; comprise. XV. 
= L. inclūdere, f. in IN-! 4- claudere shut; see 
CLAUSE. So inclusrioN. xvi. - L. inclu-- 
SIVE XVI (Sh.); in quasi-adv. use ('from 
Monday to Saturday inclusive’) xv1, based 
on medL. adv. znclüsivé. 


incognito inko:gnitou whose identity is con- 
cealed or unavowed. XviI. — It. incognito — 
L. incognitus unknown; see IN-?, QUAINT. 
Abbreviated inco:g. xvir. 


income irnkaAm, irg- A. tentrance, arrival 
XIII (Cursor M.) ; Tfee paid on entering xvi ; 
B. receipts from work, etc., revenue XVII 
(income tax 1799). In ME. use prob. - ON. 
innkoma arrival; later, a new formation on 
phr. come in (cf. OUTCOME); in B preceded 
by (dial.) t2coming(s) xvt. 

incomme:nsurable (math.) having no com- 
mon measure. XVI (Billingsley). — late L.; 
see IN-?, 

incommode inkomou:d,15- inconvenience. 
XVI. — F. tncommoder or L. incommodare, f. 
incommodus inconvenient; see IN-°, COM- 
MODIOUS. 


incomprehensible not to be circumscribed ; 
not to be grasped by the understanding Xiv 
(R. Rolle); (hence) that cannot be under- 
stood XVII. — L.; so in (O)F. ; see IN-?. 


incomunicado (also erron. -7m-) i:nkomü- 
nikà:dou (U.S.) having no opportunity of 
communication with others. c. 1840. Sp., 
f. in- IN-?-4- pp. of comunicar COMMUNICATE. 


incongruous. XVII. ~L. imcongruus; see 
IN-?, So incongrwitTy. xvi (Hooker). 

incontinence, -ent! adj. xiv. —- (O)F. or 
L.; see IN-?, CONTINENT. 

inco-ntinent? adv. (arch.) without delay, 
straightway. xv. — OF. en-, incontenant = 
Sp., It. incontinente - late I, in continenti, 
sc. tempore ‘in CONTINUOUS time’, without 
an interval. Hence inco-ntinentLy*. xv 
(Caxton). 

incorporate inkó-1poreit, i- put into the 
body of something xtv; combine or form 
into one body, adopt into a body xvi. f. pp. 
stem of late L. zncorporáre; see IN-1, COR- 
PORATE. Soíncorpora TION. XIV. - late L.. 
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INCORRECT 


incorre:ct. xv. - F. or L. So incorrigiBLE 
inko-ridzibl bad beyond correction. xiv 
(R. Rolle). —- (O)F. or L. ; see IN-*, CORRECT. 


incrassate inkrz:seit thicken. xvir (Hol- 
land). f. pp. stem of late L. incrassdre, f. in 
IN-!+ crassdre, f. crassus CRASS; see -ATE*. 


increase inkris, igkris become or make 

greater. XIV. ME. encres - AN. encre(s)-, 
OF. encreis(s)-, stem of encreistre :— L. incré- 
scere, f. in IN-1-+créscere grow (see CRES- 
CENT); the prefix was assim. to L. Xv. 
Hence increase sb. xiv (encre(e)s, Ch., 
Wycl. Bible). 


increment inkrimont, ip- increase XV; 
amount of increase, profit xvi. — L. incré- 
mentum, f. stem of incréscere; see prec., 
-MENT. 


incriminate inkri-mineit charge with a 
crime. XVIII. f. pp. stem of late L. tncrimi- 
nare accuse, f. in 1N-!-- erimen charge; see 
CRIME, -ATE?, So incrimina TION. XVII. 


incrust see ENCRUST. So incrusta- TION 
formation of a crust; hard coating. xvi. 
—- F. or late L. 


incubate i-nkjibeit, i-n- hatch (eggs). XVIII. 
f. pp. stem of L. incubare, f. in In-1+ cubdre 
lie; see CUBICLE, -ATE?. So incuba-TION. 
XVII. = L. incubator. 1857. 

incubus i-nkjtibas, iin- demon descending 
upon persons in their sleep X1V (Ch. ; earlier 
incubi demones); nightmare XVI; oppressive 
person or thing xvi. -late L. incubus, 
earlier zncubo, f. incubüre; see prec. 

inculcate i-nkalkeit, i-n- impress (a thing) 
upon a person. XVI. f. pp. stem of L. zncul- 
cadre stamp in with the heel, press in, f. zn 
IN-! 4- calcáre tread ; see CAULK, -ATE?. 

inculpate i-nkalpeit, i-n- accuse, blame 
XVIII; incriminate xix. f. pp. stem of late L. 
inculbáüre; see IN-!, CULPABLE. 


incumbent ink4:mbont falling as a duty or 
obligation xvi; leaning or resting with its 
weight XVIL. ~ prp. of L. incumbere lie or 
lean upon, apply oneself to, f. in IN-!-4- 
*cumbere, f. nasalized stem corr. to cubare 
(cf. CUBICLE); see -ENT. The sb, use of 
‘holder of an ecclesiastical benefice’ (xv) is 
peculiarly Eng., and depends upon an AL, 
use of incumbere for ‘possess, occupy’. 
Qj From the same base are concubine, cubicle, 
incubate, incubus, recumbent, succubus. 


incunabula inkjunz:bjülo earliest stages or 
first beginnings; books produced in the 
‘infancy’ of printing, i.e. before r501 A.D. 
xIx. L. n.pl., swaddling-clothes, cradle, 
birthplace, infancy, origin, f. in IN-'+ ciina- 
bula, f. ciinz cradle, perh. := *koind, rel. to 
Gr. koité lair, ketsthat lie down. 

incur ink3-3, in- intr. run, fall (cto); 
trans. run or fall into, become liable to. xvi. 
— L. zncurrere, f. in. YN-!-- currere run (cf. 
COURSE); so OF. encourre, F. encourir. So 
incu-rsioN hostile inroad xv; running in or 
against XVII, = L, 





INDEX 


incus i:nkos (anat.) middle one of the three 


small bones of the ear. xvi. L., ‘anvil’. 


Ind ind (arch.) India. xi (ynde). - (O)F. 
Inde :- L. INDIA. 


indebted inde-tid under obligation. x11. 
ME. an-, endetted ~ (with suffix -Ep), OF. 
endetté, pp. of endetter involve in debt; 
assim. to L. in prefix and root (medL. in- 
debitüre, Pr. endeptar, etc.). 


indeed indrd in reality xiv (R. Rolle); as 
a matter of fact; it is true, truly ; (interrog.) 
Is it so? XVI; as int. of contempt or incredu- 
lity xix. ME. adv. phr. in dede, i.e. 1N! prep., 
d. of DEED; till c. 1600 as two words. 


indefatigable indifz-tigabl that cannot be 
wearied. XVI. = F. tindéfatigable or L. in- 
défatigábilis ; see YN-?, DE- 3, FATIGUE, -ABLE. 


inde-finite (first in gram.). xvi (Palsgrave). 
= L. ; cf. F. indéfini; see IN-?. 


indelible inde:libl that cannot be blotted 
out. XVI (indeleble). — F. zndélébile or L. 
indélébilis, £. in- 1n-?-+ délébilis, f. délére DE- 
LETE; the ending was assim. to -IBLE. 


indemnity inde:mniti security against con- 
tingent injury Xv; compensation for loss 
xvi; legal exemption from liabilities in- 
curred xvll. ~(O)F. indemnité = late L. 
indemnitäs, f. indemnis free from loss or hurt, 
f. in- IN-?-++ damnum; see DAMAGE, -ITY. So 
inde-mnirv give indemnity to. XVII. 


indent inde'nt make tooth-like incision in, 
spec. for the purpose of an INDENTURE XIV; 
make a covenant xv; tcontract for XVI; en- 
gage (a servant) by contract, orig. in U.S. 
and Anglo-Indian use xviit (hence, official 
requisition for stores as made by an inden- 
tured servant XVIII, whence a new sense, 
make a requisition for, draw upon XIX); 
(typogr.) set back from the margin xvii 
(Moxon). — AN. endenter, AL. indentdre, f. 
im IN'-+-dent-, déns TOOTH. So indentuRE 
indentja1 deed between parties with mutual 
covenants executed in two or more copies, all 
having their edges correspondingly indented 
XIV; indentation XVII (Grew). Earliest in 
MSc. en-, indenture - AN. endenture (OF. 
-eure), medL. zndentüra (also indentatüra), 
f. indentàtus, pp. of indentàre. Hence as vb. 
engage by indenture. XVII. 


independent not dependent or depending. 
XVII. f. IN-ld-DEPENDENT, partly after F. 
indépendant. Soindepe-ndENcE. xvii. Ap- 
plied to the Congregational system of church 
polity c. 1640. 


index indeks pl. indexes, indices i ndisiz 
forefinger; pointer; guiding principle; 
Ttable of contents ; alphabetical list of sub- 
jects appended to a book xvi; (math.) xvi; 
etc. —L. index, pl. indicés, forefinger, in- 
former, sign, inscription, f. zn--|- -dex, -dic-, 
as in Jüdex JUDGE, vindex avenger, f. *dik- 
point out ; cf. INDICATE. 
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India indio In OE. India, Indea, but the 
present use dates from xvi (prob. immed. 
after Sp. or Pg.), the ME. form being IND. 
~L. India- Gr. Indid, f. Indós the river 
Indus = Pers. hind (OPers. hifid’u) = Av. 
hefidu, Skr. sindhu river, spec. the Indus, 
hence the region of the Indus, Sindh, (by 
extension, with Greeks and Persians) the 
country east of this (see HINDUSTAN), also 
the regions further east (Further 1.); Tap- 
plied to America or parts of it after Sp. and 
Pg. use xvi. Hence Indian adj. and sb. 
(cf. F. indien, medL. Indiánus). xv (in early 
sb. use applied spec. to a mahout); pert. to 
America and the West Indies xvir (Indian 
rubber xviir, the earlier form for India rubber 
XIX). T/ndish was used in xv1; cf. OE. Indisc. 
Indies i'ndiz orig. India with the adjacent 
islands, later called East Indies )( West Indies, 
which had come to be applied to lands of the 
Western Hemisphere which were taken to be 
part of the Eastern group. xv1. pl. of tindie, 
Indy (xvi-xvil) - L. India. 


indicate i:ndikeit point out. xvir. f. pp. 
stem of L. zndicáre declare, mention, f. in 
IN-'+ dicdre proclaim; cf. INDEX and see 
-ATE?. So indica’TION. xvi (the earliest use 
is medical, as in F.)-F.-L. indicative 
indi‘kstiv. XxvI (gram., Palsgrave); sug- 
gestive of XVII. = (O)F. indicatif, -ive, — late 
L. indicãtïvus (gram.), tr. Gr. óptoruc] (sc. 
éyicAcots). 


indict indait bring a charge against. XIV. 
ME. endite, later with latinized prefix indite, 
and finally indict (xv1). ~ legal AN. enditer 
(xur), corr. in form but not in sense to OF. 
enditier declare, dictate, compose, INDITE :— 
Rom. *indictdre (in AL. indict x111), f. indict-, 
pp. stem of L. indicere proclaim, appoint, 
impose, f. in 1N-!+-dicere pronounce, utter 
(see DICTION). So indi-ctMENT. xiv. -AN. 
enditemeni. The development of the AN., 
AL., and ME. sense is not accounted for. 


indiction indikfon declaration or procla- 
mation, spec. of the Roman emperors fixing 
the valuation for property tax at the begin- 
ning of each fiscal period of 15 years; the 
period from 1 Sept. 312 instituted by the 
emperor Constantine by which dates were 
reckoned, (also) specified year in such a 
period. xiv (Trevisa). -— L. indictió(n-), f. 
indicere; see prec. and -TION. 


indifferent A. (arch.) impartial, neutral xiv; 
without interest; neither good nor bad xvi 
(euphem. not very good xix) ; B. tnot differ- 
ent; unimportant, immaterial xvr. =F, 
indifferent or L. indifferéns making no differ- 
ence, of no consequence, undiscriminating ; 
see IN-?, DIFFERENT. Hence indi fferENcx, 
-ENCY. XVI (More). indifferentLy”. xiv; 
after L. indifferenter, F. indifféremment. 


indigenous indi-dzinos produced naturally 
in a country. XVIIL f. L, indigena native (adj. 
and sb.), f. indi-, strengthened forra of in 
IN'---gena (corr. to Gr. -genés), f. *gen-, 
base of gignere beget (cf. GENITAL, GENUS). 


indigent indidgont needy xiv; Twanting, 
deficient xv. ~ (O)F. indigent — L. indigent-, 
-éns, prp. of indigére lack, f. indi- (cf. INDI- 
GENOUS) J- egére be in want, need ; see -ENT. 
Soi ndigeNcEe. xiv. - (O)F. or L.. 


indign  indarn (arch) unworthy. XV. 
— (O)F. zndigne or L. indignus, f. 1n- IN-*-—- 
dignus worthy (cf. DEIGN). So imDI‘GNITY 
unworthiness; unworthy treatment. XVI. 


=- F. or L. 


indignant indi-gnont ‘inflamed at once 
with anger and disdain’ (J.). xv (Spenser). 
— L. indignant-, -dns, prp. of indignari regard 
as unworthy, f. indignus ; see prec., -ANT. So 
indigna:TiON Tdisdain xiv (Ch., Wyclif); 
anger at what 1s considered unworthy xiv 
(Wycl. Bible). - (O)F. or L. 


indigo indigou blue powder obtained from 
plants of the genus Indigofera. xvi. The 
usual form in xvi-xviII was indico ~ Sp. 
indico = L. indicum (Pliny) ~ Gr. indikón 
(Dioscorides) the blue Indian dye, sb. use of 
n. of Indikós INDIAN; cf. It. tndaco (XIV). 
The form indigo (xvi), occas. tendego, repr. 
Pg. indigo, which passed also into F., Du., 
G., and Russian. (Cf. MHG. indich, early 
modG. endigo, endich.) 


indire-ct (see 1N-?, DIRECT). xv (Caxton). 
~(O)F. or medL. Henceindire:ction, after 
direct | direction. xv1 (Sh.). 


indiscree:t twithout discernment xv ; injudi- 
cious, unwary xvi (Sh.). —L. indiscrétus ; 
cf, F. indiscret; so indiscretion. xiv (R. 
Rolle). - (O)F. or late L. 


indispe-nsable (eccl.) that cannot be allowed 
or condoned xvi (Cranmer); that cannot be 
remitted ; that cannot be done without XVII. 
— medL. ; see IN-*, DISPENSABLE. 


indisposed indispou'zd tnotin order; tun- 
fitted; fill-disposed xv; out of health xvi; 
not disposed or inclined xvu. Partly -F. 
indisposé or L. indispositus disordered, un- 
prepared; partly directly f. 1x-?+pp. of 
DISPOSE. So indisposi‘TION tunfitness XV; 
disordered physical state xv1. — F. or f. IN-? 
-- DISPOSITION, after prec. 


indite indait Tdictate; put into words, com- 
pose, write. XIV. - OF. endit(i)er :- Rom. 


*indictdre, f. in IN-1-dictdre declare, DIc~- 
TATE. Cf. INDICT. 


individual indivi:djusl ‘indivisible (xv; 
rare before XVII); existing as a separate 
entity ; pert. toa single person or thing. XVII ; 
sb, xvir. —medL. indizidudlis, f. L. ind1v- 
duus indivisible, inseparable, f. in- 1n-*?+-di- 
viduus divisible, f. dividere DIVIDE; see -AL!. 
Cf. F. individuel. So indivi-dualisM. xix; 
after F. individualisme. i:ndividua'LıTY. 
XVII (Selden, Milton). 


indivisible. x1v (Wyclif; rare before xvI). 
- late L. indivisibilis; see IN-?, DIVISIBLE. 
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INDO-EUROPEAN 


Indo-European i:ndoujuoropron common 
to India and Europe, spec. applied to the 
great group of languages spoken over the 
greater part of Europe and extending into 
Asia as far as northern India. 1814 (T. 
Young). Also called Indo-Germanic, after 
G. indogermanisch (Klaproth Asia Polyglotta, 
1823), which repr. the extreme terms of his 
*Indisch - Medisch - Sclavisch - Germanisch', 
used to describe the ethnological chain ex- 
tending from India to Britain. Others have 
favoured Indo-Celtic as emphasizing Celtic 
as the most western member of the group. 
See also ARYAN. 


indolent i:ndalent (path.) painless XVII; 
averse to exertion XVIII. = late L. indolent-, 
-ns (‘dicamus dryàynkóres indolentes sive 
indolorios', Jerome in Eph. iv 17-19), f. zn- 
IN-?-- prp. of dolere suffer pain, give pain; 
see -ENT. Soimndolence. xvi. — F.indolence 
or L. indolentia freedom from pain (Cicero, 
rendering dzafeta). See DOLOUR. 


indomitable  indo-mitebl tuntameable 
XVII; not to be overcome by difficulties or 
oppression XIX. = late L. indomitābilis, f. in- 
IN-?°-++domitäre; see DAUNT, -ABLE. 


indoor(s) indido-1(z) inside a house, etc.; 
adj. pert. to the interior. XVIII. See rn}, 
DOOR, For earlier within-door(s) XVI. 


indri rndri babacoote. xix. misapplication 
of Malagasy excl. indry lo! behold! or indry 
izy there he is!, taken by the F. naturalist 
Sonnerat for the animal’s name. 


indubitable indji-bitabl not to be doubted. 
xvul. = F.indubitable or L. indubitabilis ; see 
IN-?*, DUBITABLE. Succeeded to findubitate 
(XV-XVII). 

induce indjū's lead to some action, etc. XIV; 
tintroduce; give rise to, lead to xv; infer 
xvi. — L. indücere, f. in 1YN-! —- düceve lead (cf. 
DUKE) ; from XIV to XVIII often with en- after 
F. enduire (cf. ENDUE). Hence indu:ceMzNr. 
XVI (Sh.). So induct ind4':kt (eccl.) intro- 
duce formally to a benefice xiv (Wyclif); 
conduct, introduce xvi (Holland). f. induct-, 
pp. stem of L. indticere. indu-cTION (eccl.) 
xiv (Wyclif); gen. fintroduction, initiation 
XV1; (logic) opp. to deduction xv (Capgrave), 
after Cicero's use of inductié, tr. Gr. éxayury?} 
(Aristotle) ; (electr. and magn.) 1812 (Davy). 
indu:ctivE inducing xvi; (logic) xvii; 
(electr.) xix. ~= late L. 


indulge inda'ld3 treat with undeserved 
favour, gratify by compliance xvi1; give free 
course £o XVII ; take one’s pleasure freely in 
XVIII. = L. indulgēre (perh. orig.) allow 
space or time for, (hence) give rein to, prob. 
rel. to words meaning ‘long’ (Gr. dolikhés, 
endelekhés continuous, Skr. dirghds, OSL. 
dlügit (Russ. dólgg)). So indu'lgENCE act of 
indulging x1v (Wycl. Bible, Ch.) ; in R. C.Ch. 
xiv (PPl., Wycl.). -(O)F. - L. indu-lgenr. 
XVI. =F. or L. indult irndalt special 
licence or privilege. xvi (first in Sc.). - F. 
indult — late L. indultum, sb. use of n. pp. of 
indulgere. 


INE 


induna indü'na officer under a chief or king 
among Zulus, etc. xix. Zulu, f. nominal 
prefix 2n---stem duna (cf. iduna, pl. ama- 
duna) male, sire, lord. 


indurate i'ndjureit harden. xvı (Latimer). 
f. pp. stem of L. indiirdre ; see ENDURE, -ATE?; 
preceded by pp. findurate xv. So indura:- 
TION. XIV (Ch.). — F. or late L. 


indusium indjū'ziəm (anat.) amnion XVIII; 
(bot.) membranous shield of the sorus of a 
fern xix. L., ‘tunic’, f. induere puton, f. ind-, 
strengthened var. of in iw?--*ew- (as in 
exuere strip, EXUVLE). 


industry rndostri Tskill, dexterity xv (Cax- 
ton) ; diligence, assiduity ; systematic labour, 
form or kind of this xvi. — (OJF. industrie 
or L. zndustria; see -Y?. So industriovs 
inda'strios Tskilful, ingenious ; painstaking, 
hardworking. xvi. =F. -ieux or late L. -iðsus. 
Q The L. idiom dé tndustrid ‘of set purpose’ 
was formerly repr. by uses of industrious for 
‘intentional, designed’ and of the adv. for ‘in- 
tentionally’(Sh.). industria}. xvi (isolated 
exx. before xix). The first ex. is of fruits 
produced by labour (so obs. F. industrial); 
later partly — F. industriel, partly f. INDUSTRY ; 
whence indu:strialism. x1x (Carlyle). 


indwell indwe: dwell in, inhabit. xiv 
(Wycl. Bible). f. rN'--DwELL, after L. in- 
habitáre. 

-ine! suffix repr. F. -in, fem. -ine (— Pr. -in, 
-ina, Sp., It., Pg. -ino, -ina), and its source 
L, -inus, -ina (corr. to Gr. -inos, -iné), affixed 
to nominal and some other stems with the 
sense ‘of or pert. to’, ‘of the nature of’, as 
asininus, caninus, divinus, genuinus, mascu- 
linus, supinus, sometimes in comb. with 
another suffix, as in clandestinus, intestinus, 
vespertinus. Formations on proper names, 
e.g. .Alpinus, Latinus, Saturninus, have pro- 
vided a pattern for many mod. derivs., as 
Algerine, Caroline, Florentine, Johannine, 
Pauline, Socotrine, and in the terminology 
of nat. hist. -ine (pronounced ain) is used 
freely in adjs. formed on generic names, as 
accipitrine, passerine, after bovine, equine, 
murine; cf. riverine. The variation in pro- 
nunc. between ain, in, and in depends on 
such circumstances as the date of intro- 
duction of the word, the channel through 
which it came, the position cf the stress, etc. 


-ine? suffix forming adjs., repr. F. -in, fem. 
-ine, or its source L, -inus, -ina (corr. to Gr. 
-inos, -iné), having in the Rom. langs. and 
in Eng. the same form and sense as -INE!; 
e.g. adamantinus, corallinus, crystallinus, hya- 
cinthinus, pristinus. 'The pronunc. is now 
usu. ain, but was formerly in for many 
words, as pristine pri'stin. 

-ine? suffix of fem. sbs., repr. F. -/ne, L. -ina, 
Gr. -iné, as in Gr. héréiné, L. héroina, F. 
héroïne HEROINE (the only survival in Eng.). 
Q In landgravine and margravine, this form 
has absorbed G. and Du. -in (= -EN?). It 
has been extended in U.S., e.g. actorine, 
doctorine. 
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-inet suffix repr. F. -tne (-im) or L. -ina (-inus), 
in origin identical with -INE!, used :n abstr. 
formations on vbs. and agent-ncuns, as 
doctrina, medicina, rapina, ruina, and concr. 
sbs. on other stems, as fascina, trina. ‘The 
adjs. in -inus, -ina were used also sb., as in 
concubinus, -ina, consobrinus COUSIN, and esp. 
in personal names, as Agrippina, Auzustinus, 
Constantinus. Some are anglicized with -n, 
as lupin, ruin, Justin. 

In techn. and commercial use this suffix 
has a vague application and forms names of 
textile materials, natural and artificial sub- 
stances, etc., as brilliantine, dentine, grena- 
dine, nectarine, victorine. 


~ine> in, (restrictedly) ain suffix of chem. 
terms, in origin a variation of -INE*, in such 
names as gelatine (now superseded by gelatin 
exc. in pop. use), and those of the four ele- 
ments bromine, chlorine, fluorine, iodine; in 
later systematic nomenclature restricted (as 
opp. to -IN) to alkaloids and basic substances, 
as caffeine, cocaine, nicotine, strychnine. Its 
earlier use in the names of some minerals is 
now superseded by -z2te. 


inebriate ini‘brieit make drunk. xv. f. 
inebriate ppl. adj. (xv) or pp. of L. inébriare, 
f. in- IN-! - ébriáre intoxicate, f. ebrius drunk 
(cf. EBRIETY) ; see -ATE®, 


ineffable ine'fəb! that cannot be uttered XV; 
that must not be uttered xv1. ~ F. ineffable 
or L. zneffábilis, f. in- 1N-?-4- effabilis, f. effari 
speak out, f. ex EF---fürt; cf. FABLE, -ABLE. 

ineluctable inila-ktabl inescapable. XVIIL 
= L., f. in-+éluctdri struggle out; see IN-*, 
E-, RELUCTANT, -ABLE. 

inept ine-pt T(leg.) void xvr; (arch.) un- 
suited, inappropriate; foolish XVIL =L. 
ineptus, £. in- 1N-?-- aptus APT. 

inequality. xv (Caxton). - OF. or L.; see 
IN-?, EQUALITY. 


ine:quity unfairness. XVI. f. IN-?-- EQUITY. 


ine:xrrant t(of a star) fixed XVII; unerring 
XIX. — L.; see IN-?, ERRANT. 


inert in5:ut inactive, inanimate xvir (H. 
More); sluggish xvin (Burke). — L. ?nert-, 
nom. ners unskilled, inactive, f. in- IN-2-+ 
ars skill, ART; cf. F. inerte. So inertia 
in3à:ifio property whereby matter continues 
in its existing state. XVIII. — L.; see -t1A!. 

inescu:tcheon (her) escutcheon charged 
on a larger one. xvii (Guillim). f. ix!4- 
ESCUTCHEON. 

ine:stimable too great to be estimated xiv 
(Ch.); priceless xvi. —- (O)F. — L.; see tN-?, 
ESTIMABLE (which is later). 

inevitable ine:vitobl mot avoidable. xv. 
=- L., f. in- IN-?+ évitdbilis, f. évitdrve, f. g- 
Ex-!--vitdre avoid ; see -ABLE. 

inexorable ine‘ksarobl not to be moved or 
prevailed upon. xvi. =F. inexorabie or L. 
inexorabilis, f. in--+ exorabilis (equiv. of Gr. 
anapaitynros), f. exordre, f. ex+-6rare pray; 
see IN-?, EX-1, ORATION, -ABLE. 


inexpressible inékspre:sibl unutterable 
xvii (Donne, Milton); sb. pl. breeches, 
trousers XViit (Wolcot, Gibbon); so (in first 
half of xix) ineffables, inexplicables, unmen- 
tionables, unutterables (so F. inexprimables). 


inexpugnable inékspa:gnobl that cannot be 
taken or overthrown. xv (Caxton). -—(O)F. 
inexpugnable — L.. inexpugnabilis, f. in- IN-? 
-Fexpugnabils, Texpugnáre, f. ex EX-! + 
pugnáre fight ; see PUGNACIOUS, -ABLE. 

infallible infee-libl not liable to err. xv 
(Caxton). - F. or medL. infallibilis (Bede) ; 
see IN-?, FALLIBLE. 50 infallibilirry. xvii 
(A.V., Translators’ Preface). 


infamous  infomos of ill repute. xiv 
(Wyclif). - medL. infamosus, for L. infàmis ; 
see IN-?, FAMOUS. Soixnfamv?. xv. -(O)F. 
infamie, repl. earlier tinfame (xiv, Usk) 
— OF. infame - L. infamuia. 

infant infont child, (now) young child xiv 
(Wycl. Bible); (after legal AN.) minor xvi. 
Late ME. enfaunt (with early assim. to L.) 
— (O)F. enfant = Pr. enfan, Sp., It. infante 
:- L. infant-, -fdns, sb. use of infdns unable 
to speak, f. ?1- IN-?-l- prp. of fàri speak ; see 
FABLE, -ANT. Soi nfancv. xv. - L.znfantia. 
infa-nte xvi/infa-nta xvii prince/princess 
of Spain or Portugal. - Sp., Pg. irnfantirr. 
xvil. ~F. or L. infantirne!. xvi. - F. 
tinfantin, var. of (O)F. enfantin. infantry 
i'nfantri (coll.) foot-soldiers. xvi. -F. 
infanterie = It. infanteria, f. infante youth, 
foot-soldier. 

infatuate infæ'tjueit Tturn (a thing) to 
folly; make foolish, possess with foolish 
passion. XVI. f. pp. stem of L. tnfatuare, f. 
in- IN-1--fatuus FATUOUS ; see -ATE?. 

infect infe:kt affect with disease; taint, de- 
prave xiv (Ch.) ; imbue, esp. injuriously xv; 
Tdye, stain XV. f. infect-, pp. stem of L. 
inficere dip in, stain, taint, spoil, f. zn- IN-1-- 
facere put, Dot. So infection. xiv (Tre- 
visa). — (O)F. or late L.; in Celtic grammar 
after modL. (Zeuss, 1853). Hence infe:c- 
tious. xvr. infe:ctive. xiv (Trevisa). 
- medL. (in L. in n.pl. infectiva dyes). 


infeft infe:ft (Sc. law) var. of ENFEOFF with 
t from pt. and pp. So infe-ftmMENT. xv. 


infer inf5:1 (bring about, induce; Tbring 

in, introduce ; draw as a conclusion ; imply. 
XVI. — L. inferre bear or bring in, inflict, 
make (war), cause, in medL. infer, f. im 
IN-!--ferre BEAR. So inferEeNCE rnforons. 
xvi (Hooker, Bacon). - medL. inferentia 
(Abelard), repl. L. z//atio. 


inferior infioario: lower xv (in physical 
sense now chiefly techn.) ; of lower or low 
degree xvi; sb. xvi. — L. ?nferior, compar. 
of inferus low, corr. (with superl. znfimus) to 
Skr. ddharas, adhamds; see UNDER, -IOR. 


infernal inf3:mol pert. to hell xiv (Ch.); 
hellish, diabolical xv (Lydg.; (colloq.) 
execrable xviir. — (O)F. infernal — Christian 
L. infernális (Prudentius), f. infernus, parallel 
to inferus as supernus SUPERNAL to superus 
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(inferni the shades, inferna the lower regions, 
in Christian use ?nfernus hell) ; see -AL!. 


infest infe:st Tattack, assail xv ; trouble with 
hostile attacks, swarm in xvir. —(O)F. in- 
fester or L. infestdre, £. infestus hostile, un- 
safe, perh. lit. ‘directed against’, f. in against 
(IN?) J- -festus, as in manifestus MANIFEST. 


infidel i:nfido] non-Christian xv (Malory); 
professed unbeliever xv1. — F. infidéle or L. 
infidélis unfaithful, (eccl.) unbelieving, f. in- 
IN-*+fidélis faithful, f. fidës FAITH. So in- 
fidelity infide-liti. xvi. ~ (O)F. or L. 


infiltrate i-nfiltreit introduce or permeate 
by filtration. xvii. f. IN-! -- FILTRATE, after 
F. infiltrer (Paré). So infiltra:TION. XVIII. 


infinite i'nfinit (arch.) unlimited in number 
xiv (Ch.); having no limit or end xv. - L. 
infinitus ; see IN-?*, FINITE. Soinfinitesimar! 
i:nfinite:simol reciprocal of an infinite quan- 
tity ; indefinitely small. xvii. f. modL. £nf?- 
nitésimus, f. L. infinitus, after centésimus 
hundredth. infinitive infrnitiv (gram.). 
xvi (Whitington, Palsegr.). ~ L. infinitivus, 
f, in- IN-?-+-finitivus definite; in Quintilian 
and Priscian infinitus modus ‘unlimited 
mood’, in Diomedes infinitivus ‘because it 
has no definite persons or numbers’; tr. Gr. 
aoptoros. infi-niTUDE. xvi (Milton). f. L. 
infinitus, after magnitüdó, multitüdo. infi-n- 
Iry. xiv (PPL, Ch.). -(O)F. -L. 

infirm infS-1m tweak, unsound xiv (Ch.); 
not firm, irresolute xvi; weak through age 
or illness xvit (Sh.). — L. infirmus ; see IN-?, 
FIRM‘. So infirmary. xvii (Bacon, Pepys). 
- medL. infirmdria (sc. domus), f. L. infirmus. 
In xvii the common name for a public hos- 
pital; hence the traditional name of some 
provincial hospitals. infi-rmrrv. xiv (Bar- 
bour, Wycl. Bible). ~ L.; cf. F. infirmité. 

infix i-nfiks (philol.) element inserted in 
the body of a word. xix. f. pp. stem of L. 
infigere; see IN-1, FIX. 

inflame inflei:m set on fire, lit. and fig. xiv 
(R. Rolle, Wycl. Bible); make feverish or 
morbidly hot xvi; aggravate xvii. ME. in- 
flaume, -flamme — (O)F. enflammer = L. in- 
Jflammãre, f. in 1N-1+-flamma FLAME. Soin- 
flammaAaTIoN infləmei' fən. xvr. = L.; so F. 


inflate infleit blow out as with air. xvi. f. 
pp. Tinflate (xv) -— L. znflátus, pp. of inflare, 
f. in IN-'-- flare BLOW. So infla-TION. XIV 
(R. Rolle). - L. 


inflect infle-kt bend xv; (gram.) vary the 
termination of xvir; modulate the tone of 
XIX. ~ L. infiectere, f. in- IN-! -+ flectere bend 
(see FLEXION). inflexion, infiecrion in- 
fle'kfən bending, curvature xvi ; modulation 
of voice XVI; (gram.) modification of form in 
declension, etc. xvi. —(O)F. or L. 


inflexible infle-ksib] not FLEXIBLE, unbend- 
ing; rigidly fixed. xiv. — L.; see IN-?, 

inflict infli:kt lay (blows, suffering) upon xvi 
(Sh.); assail with xvi. f.inflict-, pp. stem of L. 
infligere, f. in IN-1-+ fligere (cf. AFFLICT, CON- 
FLICT). So infli-crion. xv1 (More). =late L. 


INFRA DIG. 


inflorescence infliressans arrangement of 


flowers in a plant. xvi. -— modL. znflo- 
réscentia (Linnzus), f. late L. infléréscere 
come into flower; see IN-!, FLORESCENCE. 


influence i'nfluəns (astrol.) emanation of 


ethereal fluid from the heavens affecting 
mankind xıv (Ch., Trevisa); tinfusion of 
power ; Tinflux xv (Lydg.); insensible action 
of one on another xv1 (Sh.) ; power of ascen- 
dancy over xvi (Sh.). = (O)F. influence or 
medL. znfluentta (whence also Pr., Sp. :n- 
fluencia, It. influenza), f. prp. of L. influere 
flow in, f. ix IN-!-+fluere flow (cf. FLUID); 
see -ENCE. In the astro]. use medL. influentia 
succeeded to late L. influxus (stellarum of the 
stars) ; in scholL. it acquired the sense 'exer- 
tion of power’. Hence in-fluence vb. xvi; 
cf. F. influencer (1792). So influe-ntiar. 
XVI. f. medL. znfluentia. 


influenza influe:nzo contagious epidemic 


febrile disorder. xviir (‘News from Rome 
of a contagious Distemper raging there, 
call’d the Influenza’, 1743). — It. influenza 
INFLUENCE, used spec. for visitation or out- 
break ofan epidemic (e.g. influenza di catarro, 
influenza di febbre scarlattina), hence absol. 
epidemic, and esp. ‘the epidemic’ of 1743. 


influx i:nflaks flowing in; continuous in- 


gression. XVII (Bacon). — F. influx or late L. 
influxus, f. influere flow 1n ; see IN-!, FLUX. 


inform info:um Tgive form to xiv (R. Man- 


ning); give a character to, imbue, inspire 
XiV (Wyclif); furnish with knowledge xiv 
(R. Mannyng, R. Rolle); give knowledge of 
a thing to (a person) xiv (Ch.); Tinstruct in 
xiv (R. Rolle). ME. enfo(u)rme - OF. en- 
fo(u)yrmer (mod. informer)- L. informáre 
shape, form an idea of, describe, f. Zn- 1N-!4- 
forma FORM. So info-rmawT. xvi. in- 
forma-TION action of informing xiv (Ch., 
Trevisa, Gower); (leg.) charge or complaint 
against a person xv. —- (O)F. - L.. 


infra- infra prefix repr. L. infrd adv. and 


prep. below, underneath, found occas. in 
comp. in late and medL., e.g. znfráforeánus 
situated beneath the forum, inframirdnus 
lying within the walls, on the model of which 
are made formations such as infra-axillary 
below the axilla (infra axillam), inframam- 
mary below the breasts (infrd mammids) ; it is 
extended to denotation of a condition, as in 
infrabestial below (that of) the beasts; it is 
attrib. or adverbial in infraposition, etc. ; 
i:nfralapsa:‘rian (theol.) pert. to the view 
that God’s election of some was consequent 
to his prescience of the Fall of Man. XVIII; 
L. lapsus fall, Lapse. infra-re-d, applied to 
the rays that lie beyond the red end of the 
spectrum. XIX. 


infraction infræ'kfən violation, infringe- 


ment. XVIL ~L. infractid(n-), f. infract-, 
infringere INFRINGE; cf. FRACTION. 


infra dig. infrodi:g. xix (Scott). abbrev. of 


L. infrà dignitatem beneath (one's) dignity. 
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infringe infrinds break into, violate, XVI. 
— L. infringere, f. in- IN-!--frangere break 
(see FRACTION). 


infundibulum infandibjülem (anat.) fun- 
nel-shaped part in the body. xviu. L., f. 
infundere INFUSE. 


infuse infjü'z pour in XV ; instil; steep XVL 
f. infüs-, pp. stern of L. infundere, f. in Yx-* — 
fundere pour (see FUSION). So infusion xv; 
concr. XVI. —(O)F. or L. 


infusoria infjusd:ria (zcol.) class of proto- 
zoa, so called because found in infusions of 
decaying matter. xvur. sb. use (sc. animal- 
cula) o£ n.pl. of modL. *infüsórius, f. infüs- ; 
see prec. and -IA*, -ORIOUS. 


-ing! in suffix forming derivs. orig. of verbs, 
primarily nouns of action, but subsequently 
developed in application and meaning in 
various ways: OE. -ung and -ing (which 
superseded the more frequent -ung in early 
ME.) = OFris. -unge, -inge, -enge, OS. 
-unga, MLG., MDu. -inge, Du. -ing, OHG. 
-unga (G. -ung), ON. -ung, -ing (not known 
in Gothic and with no cogns. outside Germ.). 
In OE. the earliest and commonest use of 
the suffix is in formations from weak verbs, 
e.g. dcsung asking (£. dcsian ask), cidung, -ing 
rebuke (f. cidan blame, chide), féding (f. 
fédan feed), leornung learning, study (f. 
leornian), macung (f. macian do, MAKE), 
sorgung (f. sorgian grieve). Extension to 
strong verbs began in OE., e.g. brecung 
breaking, eting eating, hléapung leaping, 
writing ; and before 1200 the suffix was used 
with verbs of any class, whether native or 
adopted. Formation on advs. by ellipsis of 
a verbal notion is typified by inning, offing, 
outing, (swan-)upping, homing. Nonce-words 
are freely formed on words and phrases of 
many kinds, e.g. oh-oh-ing, hear-hecr-ing, 
how-d’ye-doing, to-and-fro-ing. 

In OF. itself was developed the notion of 
a completed action or process or the result 
of this, (whence) habit, art, e.g. blétsung, 
-ing blessing, benediction, gaderung collec- 
tion, assembly, leornung learning, study, 
tidung tidings, weddung betrothal, wedding; 
transference to concrete or material accom- 
paniment or product of a process followed, 
as in bedding bed-clothes, eardung dwelling, 
innung contents, revenue, (ge)méting meet- 
ing, assembly, convention, offrung sacrifice, 
scéawung spectacle, show; from ftryinman 
strengthen, confirm, array (TRIM), was 
formed trymming with the series of riean- 
ings ‘strengthening’, ‘foundation’, ‘con- 
firmation’, ‘edification’, ‘edifying metter’. 
Further extensions are: the addition of the 
suffix to the names of things used or dealt 
with, or the persons engaged in an action, 
e.g. blackberrying, fowling, gardening, hop- 
ping (hop-picking), nutting; buccaneering, 
soldiering; its use to designate a material 
thing in which the action or result is em- 
bodied, e.g. a writing on the wall, the cover- 
ing of a chair, the landing of a staircese, a 


-ING 


winding in a river; the collective designation 


of material used, e.g. carpeting, edging, sheet- 
ing, trimming, trousering. ‘The existence of 
a parallel sb. of the same form as the verb 
(as in clothes/clothing, railfratling) has led to 
the creation of -ing-forms without a corre- 
sponding verb, as coping, piping, scaffolding, 
tubing. Individualized use, with consequent 
pluralization, began early and became pro- 
minent in later periods, e.g. a long sitting, 
three sittings; a bad beginning but a happy 
ending ; an outing, frequent outings. In some 
plurals the concr. use appears almost exclu- 
sively, e.g. earnings, filings, hangings, hous- 
ings, innings, leavings, trappings. EVENING 
and MORNING are special formations. 


b. The outstanding development of the 
verbal sb. in -ing is its use as a gerund, so 
that it may be qualified by adjs. and advs. 
and may take an object and a predicative 
noun or adj., e.g. the habit of rising early, en- 
gaged in building a house, you being strangers 
and so much alike ; (with an object and predi- 
cated pp.) after having written a letter. The 
germ of such constructions may be seen in 
such OE. comps. as @pswerung swearing of 
oaths, feaxfallung falling-out of hair, mynster- 
clénsung purification of a church, @fenréding 
lection in the evening, wtspiwung expectora- 
tion, where the first el. is a sb. in subjective, 
objective, or adverbial relation, or an adverb, 
and in such constructions as oftradliée 
rédinga háligra bóca frequent readings of 
holy books (objective genitive). The attrib. 
use of the gerund, as in breeding place, count- 
ing house, dancing lesson, feeding ground, 
living room, mounting block, sinking fund, 
thanksgiving day, winning post, has its ante- 
cedent models in the earliest periods; e.g. 
OE. cenningstów birthplace, huntingspere 
hunting-spear, writingfehber pen, ME. gret- 
inng word salutation (Orm); the variety of 
application already in OE. is illustrated 
by leornungéild pupil, -eniht disciple, -mann 
student, -crzft scholarship, -his school. 


-ing? in suffix of the prp., ME. alteration 
of OE. -ende, later -inde, in late Nhb. -ande 
(after ON.) = OF ris., OS. -and (Du. -end), 
OHG. -anti, -enti, -ontt (G. -end), ON. 
-andi, Goth. -ands, corr. to L. -ant- -ANT, 
~ent- -ENT, Gr. -ont-, Skr. -ant-. The forms 
-inde, -ende continued in the Kentish area 
till xiv, but from the end of xm there was a 
general tendency to assim. -inde to -ING', 
perh. partly through assoc. with AN., (O)F. 
-ant, which is the ending of both prps. and 
gerunds (-ant repr. both L. -antem, -entem 
and -andum, -endum). Several words of ppl. 
origin or nature are used onlv or mainly as 
adjs., e.g. cunning, daring, hulking, lumping, 
nonjuring, strapping, sivingeing, topping, un- 
availing, willing ; others (mostly of F. origin) 
are prepositions, viz. concerning, during, ex- 
cepting, notwithstanding, pending, touching. 

As a morphological feature the prp. enters 
into the formation of the tenses with the 
verb be, variously known as progressive, 
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continuous, indefinite: e.g. I am coming, 
They were fighting; the use is found in the 
earliest OE. 


-ing? in suffix forming masc. sbs. based on 
sbs. or adjs. with the sense ‘one belonging to 
or of the kind of . .’, ‘possessing the quali- 
ties of . .’, as a patronymic ‘one descended 
from . .'; OE. -zng (corr. to OHG. -ing, ON. 
-ingr, -ungr) as in: zpeling ATHELING, cyning 
KING, ierming, earming poor wretch, flyming 
fugitive, hdring whoremonger, lytling little 
one ; patronymics, as ZEpelwulfing] Wodening 
son of ZEthelwulf/Woden ; gentile names, as 
Centingas men of Kent, Readingas (Reading), 
Gomorringas people of Gomorra; names of 
coins, pending, penning PENNY, s¢illing SHIL- 
LING; fractional parts, feorping FARTHING, 
thriding RIDING (of ON, origin); ME. efening 
equal (Orm) is - ON. jafningi. Other words, 
of various ages from OE. onwards, chiefly 
names of animals and fruits, are biffin (beef- 
ing), bunting, gelding (of ON. origin), golding, 
herring (OE.), thilding, jenneting, sweeting, 
whiting (OE.), wilding. 

inga igga plant of a (chiefly S. Amer.) 
genus allied to Mimosa. xvii (P. Browne). 
Tupi. 

ingeminate ind3e'mineit utter twice, re- 
iterate. XVI. f. pp. stem of L. ingemindre 
redouble, repeat, f. in IN-!l4-gemináre 
GEMINATE. 

ingenio ind;iniou (hist.) sugar factory in 
the W. Indies. xvi (Hakluyt). — Sp. ingenio 
inxé:nio ENGINE (:. de azúcar sugar-mill). 

ingenious ind;rnios Tof high intellectual 
capacity xv; skilful in invention xvi; tused 
for INGENUOUS XVI. = F. ingénieux or L. in- 
geniosus, f. ingenium; see ENGINE, -IOUS. 

ingénue éenii artless (young) woman. XIX. 
F., fem. of ingénu — L. ingenuus (see next). 

ingenuous indge'njuəs  Tnoble-minded; 
honourably straightforward xv1; free-born 
XVII. f. L. ingenuus native, inborn, free- 
born, noble, frank, f. IN-!+ *gen-, base of 
gignere beget ; see KIN, -UOUS. So ingenuity 
ind5injü-iti A. Tfree-born condition ; Tnobi- 
lity of character ; ingenuousness (now rare); 
B. fintellectual capacity xv1; skill in con- 
triving XVII. — L, ingenuitãs ; cf. F. ingénuité, 
It. ingenuità. The uses of branch B are 
peculiarly Eng. for tngeniosity or *ingeniety, 
and depend on the confusion of INGENIOUS 
and ingenuous in XVI—XVII. 


ingle i-ngi (Sc., etc.) fire, flame, hearth. xvi 
(Dunbar). perh. - Gael. aingeal fire, light. 

ingot i:ngot, got Tmould in which metal is 
cast XIV (Ch.) ; mass of cast metal xv. Origin 
obscure; form and meaning suggest deriv. 
from rN! and OE. goten, pp. of geotan pour, 
cast in metal (cf. ingeoting inpouring, ingyte 
infusion), rel. to L. fundere (see FUSION); 
parallel forms are G. einguss infusion, ingot, 
Sw. ingéte neck of a mould for metals, and 
the vbs. Du. ingieten, Sw, ingjuta. Q Hence 
F. lingot (xv) for lingot, whence medL. 
lingótus, Sp. lingote, Pg. linhota. 


ingrained ingrei:nd, (beforeasb.) rngreind. 
XVI. var. of engrained ; see ENGRAIN ; cf. AL. 
ingrünatus (x1v). 


ingratiate ingrer[ieit Tbring into favour; 
refl., get oneself into favour. xvir (Bacon). 
f. L. phr. in grãtiam into favour (see GRACE) 
---ATE?, after It. tingratiare, ingraziare. 


ingredient  ingrrdiont something that 
enters into the formation of a compound or 
mixture. XV. — prp. of L. ingredi enter, f. 
in- IN-'+ gradi step, go: see GRADE, -ENT; 
cf. F. ingrédient (xvi, Paré). Primarily in 
medical use; the pl. was spelt tingredience 
XVI—XVII (cf. ACCIDENCE). 


ingress rngres entrance. XV. — L. ingressus, 
f. pp. stem of ingredi; see prec. So ingres- 
SION -e'fon entrance, invasion. Xv (Hard- 
ing). imgre-SSIVE entering in. XVII (gram. 
inceptive). 

inguinal i-ngwinal pert. to the groin. XVII. 
= L. inguindlis, f. inguin-, inguen (swelling in 
the) groin = Gr. adén (:- *ngwen-) gland, 
ON. ekhr (:- *egkwaz) tumour; see -AL!. 


ingurgitate ing3-dsiteit swallow greedily. 

XVI (Levins). f. pp. stem of L. 1ngurgitare, 
f. in IN-!+ gurgit-, gurges whirlpool, gulf. 
So ingurgitA’TION. xvi (Elyot). 


inhabit inhz-bit dwell in, dwell. xiv (Ch., 
Gower). ME. en-, inhabite - OF. enhabiter 
or L. inhabitare, f. in 1N-!+habitdre (see 
HABIT). 


inhale inheil breathe in. xvii (Pope). ~L. 
inháláre, £. in- in-1+-hdldre (cf. EXHALE). So 
inhala:TION. xvii. —- medL. 


inhere inhio:i exist as an attribute în XVI; 
Tremain fixed in xvi. —- L.inharére, f. 1N-1 4- 
hzrére; cf. ADHERE. So inhe’reNT. XVI. 


inherit inherit tmake heir; take or receive 

as heir. xiv. ME. en(h)erite - OF. enheriter, 
f. en- IN-'--hériter :— late L. héréditdre, f. 
héréd-, hérés HEIR. So inhe‘ritaNce. xiv 
(Gower). - AN. inheritaunce. inhe-ritor'. 
xv. inhe' rirRIX. xvi. 


inhibit inhi-bit (eccl. law) forbid, interdict 
XV; restrain xvi. f. inhibit-, pp. stem of L. 
inhibére hold in, hinder, f. in- 1N-!+ habére 
hold (see HABIT). inhibr-rion. xiv. ~ OF. 
or L 


inhu:man, inhuma:ne. xv (-ayz, Caxton). 
— F. or L.; see IN-?, HUMAN, HUMANE, in- 
humanity. xv (Caxton). - F. or L. 


inhume inhjü:m bury. xvii. — L.znhumare, 
f. in IN-'+-Aumus ground (cf. HUMBLE and 
EXHUME). So inhuma:TION. xvit. — F. 


inimical ini-mikol unfriendly, hostile. xvit. 
— late L. fnimicális, f. tubnicus; see ENEMY, 
-AL!. Q fJnimicous (xvi) and tinimicttious 
(xvi; f. L. inimicitia enmity) were earlier 
attempts to naturalize the adj. 


iniquity ini-kwiti unrighteousness. XIV. 
— OF. iniquité — L. iniquitàs, f. iniquus, f. 
in- IN-?- equus just, righteous (see EQUITY). 
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initial ini-fal pert. to a or the beginning. 
xvi. —L. tnitidlis, f. initium beginning, f. 
init-, pp. stem of inive enter upon, begin, f. 
in IN-! 4- ive go, rel. to Skr. éti he goes, tmas 
we go, Gr. efmi I shall go, imen we go, fasi 
they go; see -AL!. So initi'ATE?. xvrr. ini- 
tiA‘TION. xvi (Stubbes). ~L. ini'tiATIVE 
sb. xvii. — F. ini tiATORY. XVII. 


inject jndze'kt drive or force in. XVII 
(Holland). f. znject-, pp. stem of L. tnicere 
throw in, f. i1 1N-! jacere throw (see ADJA- 
CENT), rel. to Gr. Aiénat throw, cast, or send 
forward. So inje-cTION. xvi. -— F. or L. 


Injun i-nd3zen collog. and dial. U.S. form of 
INDIAN. XVII (Ingin, Engiane, later Indjon). 


injunction indza‘nkfan authoritative or 
emphatic admonition. xvi. -Jlate L. zn- 
Junctió(n-), f. injunct-, injungere ENJOIN ; see 
-TION. Soinju nctivE. xvir ; cf. F. znjonctif. 


injury indgori wrongful action xiv; loss, 
damage xv; Tinsult, affront xvi. - AN. 
injurie (mod. injure insult) - L. znjüria, sb. 
use of fem. of injürius unjust, wrongful, f. 
in- IN-?-]-Jür-, jiis right; see JURY, -v?. So 
injurious ind3ue-ries. xv(Henryson). — F. 
or L. 


ink igk fluid used in writing and printing 
XIIt ; black fluid secreted by cuttle-fish, etc. 
xvi. ME. enke, later inc(k), inke — OF. enque 
(mod. encre) :— late L. e-ncautum, e-ncaustum 
(which with stress encaw:stum gave Pr. en- 
caust, It. inchiostro) - Gr. égkauston purple 
ink used by Greek and Roman emperors for 
their signatures, f. egkaíein burn in (see 
ENCAUSTIC); cf. Jewish F. anket, (IM)Du. 
inkt. Comp. i-nkHonN vessel (orig. a horn) 
for holding ink xiv; cf. Du. tinkthoren; 
t. term, learned or literary word xvi (Bale). 
Hence ink vb. xvi. inky’. xvu. 


inkle i-nki linen tape or thread. xvr. Of 
unkn. origin. 


inkling i nklig faint mention or report XIV; 
hint xvr. f. ME. inkle utter in an undertone 
(X1V), of unkn. origin |- -IiNG!. 


in-law inl relative by marriage. XIX. sb. 
use of phr. denoting connexion by marriage, 
e.g. brother-in-law (c. 1300) sister’s husband, 
father-in-law (xiv, Ch.) wife’s father ; after 
AN. en ley, OF. en loi (de mariage) 'in law (of 
marriage)’; also used of step-relationship. 


inlet inlet (prob. after oUTLET) sma.l arm 
of the sea, creek xvi; f. phr. let in (LET!) 
(arch.) admission xvir. €] North. ME. znlate 
admission (Xt11-XIV) is a distinct word. 


inly ili (arch.) inwardly; closely, fully. 
OE. in(uMice, f. inn 1N' (adv) 3- -Lv*. 


inmate i-nmeit tlodger, subtenant ; (fellow) 
occupier or occupant. Xvi. prob. orig. f. 
INN dwelling (later assoc. with IN')-++ MATE. 


inmost inmoust,-most most inward. XIV. 
Earlier ME. tnmest, in(ne)mast :- OE. inne- 
mest. f. in, inne IN! ; see -MOST. 


inn in Tdwelling-place OE. ; hostelry, hotel ; 
Jlodging-house for (university or law) stu- 
dents. xiv. OE. inn :—- *innam (cf. ON. inni 
t- "innjam) ; £. inne INI. 


innards imnoidz (colloq.) see INWARD. 


innate inert inborn, native. xv. — L. in- 
natus, pp. of inndsci (see IN-!, NATIVE). 


inner rnori more within or inward. OE. 
inner(r)a, in(n)ra — OFris. nra, OHG. in- 
naro, -ero (G. innere), ON. innri, iðri; 
compar. f. IN? (adv.); see -ER?. Hence 
ti nnerMoRE adv. XII; adj. xv. ti'nnerEsT. 
XIII (Orm). innermost. xv. 


innings inigz (cricket, etc.) portion of a 
game during which a side or player is ‘in’. 
xvull. f. IN‘ adv.+ pl. of -ING!; invariable for 
sg. and pl. in Eng. use; in U.S. a sg. inning 
is current. Q No historical connexion with 
OE. innung contents, income, ME. and 
mod. Eng. inning enclosure, (dial) in- 
gathering. 


innocent i-nasant free from wrong, sin, or 
guilt xrv (R. Rolle); not injurious xvir. Also 
sb. xiv. ~(O)F. innocent (= It. innocente, 
etc.) or L. tnnocent-, -éns, f. in- YN-? 4- nocéns, 
prp. of zocére hurt, injure; see NOXIOUS, 
-ENT. So itmmnocence. xiv. —(O)F.-L. 
innocuous ina-kjuas harmless. xvi. f. L. 
innocuus, f. in- 4- nocuus, f. nocére. 


innovate inóveit renew, Tintroduce as 
new; bring in something new. xvi. f. pp. 
stem of L. innovdre renew, alter, f. iz in-!-+ 
novare make new, f. novus NEW; see -ATE®. 
So innova TION. XVI. ~L. Cf. RENOVATE. 


innuendo injue:mndou  Tparenthetical ex- 
planation or specification; oblique hint or 
suggestion. XVII. = L., ‘by nodding, point- 
ing to, intimating’, abl. gerund of innuere 
nod to, signify, f. 22 IN-! 4- nuere nod (cf. Gr. 
neuein). Q Used in medL. as a formula in 
legal documents to introduce a precise in- 
ference in parenthesis, ‘to wit’. 


inoculate ino-kjileit set in (a bud or scion), 
bud (a plant) xv; implant (a disease); im- 
pregnate with the virus of a disease XVIII. f. 
pp. stem of L. inoculāre engraft, implant, 
f. in IN-!-- oculus Evg, bud ; see -ArTE?. 


inordinate in5-idinot irregular; immoder- 
ate. XIV (Ch., Trevisa). = L. inordindtus, f. 
in- IN-*-+-ordinatus, pp. of ordindre ORDAIN; 
see -ATE?, 


inosculate ino-skjuleit interpenetrate (trans. 
and intr.). xvii (Grew). f. 1rN-1-- L. ósculàre 
furnish with a mouth or outlet, after Gr. 
anastomotin (see ANASTOMOSIS). 


inquest i:nkwest, i-n- legal inquiry XIII; 
jury, esp. coroner's jury xiv. ME. enqiteste 
— OF. enqueste — Pr. enquesta, It. inchiesta 
:- Rom. *inquesta, sb. use of fem. of pp. of 
*inqu&rere; see next. 
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INQUIRE 


INSPIRE 





inquire, enquire inkwaio-1, in- ask about 
XIIL; seek information xiv. ME. enquere 
~ OF. enquerre (mod. new formation enquérir) 
= Pr. enquerre, It. tinchterere, inchiedere :- 
Rom. *inquarere, for L. inquirere, f. in- 1N-1 
-rquarere ask (see QUESTION). Both prefix 
and stem-vowel were conformed to L. in xv, 
inquere, enquire, inquire. Hence inquiry? 
inkwaia'ri, in- investigation xv; interroga- 
tion xvi. Early form enquery, f. enquere; 
afterwards assim. to the later form of the vb. 

inquisition inkwizi-Jfan, in- inquiry, in- 
vestigation ; judicial inquiry xiv; (R.C.Ch.) 
ecclesiastical tribunal (the Holy Office) xvi. 
— (O)F. inquisition — L. inquisitid(n-) (legal) 
examination, f. inquisit-, inquirere INQUIRE; 
see -ITION. So inquisitive -1-zitiv. XIV 
(Ch.). =- OF. =~ late L. ingui'siror. xvi. 
- OF. -L 

inroad inroud hostile incursion, raid. xvi. 
f. IN1-+ ROAD in the etymol. sense of ‘riding’. 


insane insern not of sound mind. xvi. 
— L. insanus, f. in- IN-?+-sdnus SANE. So 
insanity. XVI. ~ L. ; orig. insanity of mind. 


inscribe inskraibb write in or on; (geom.) 
delineate within a figure XVI; enrol; mark 
with characters xvil. = L. inscribere, f. in 
IN-!+ scribere write (see SCRIPTURE). So in- 
Scri:-prioN. XIV (concr.). - L. 


inscrutable inskri-tobl that cannot be 
fathomed by the mind. xv. - late L. inscrii- 
tabilis (Hilary, Augustine), f. in- IN-?+ 
scrülüri; se@ SCRUTINY, -ABLE. 

insect i-nsekt (pop.) small invertebrate 
animal; (zool) one of the Insecta. xvii 
(Holland). = L. insectum, pl. insecta (Pliny), 
sb. use of n. of pp. of insecGre cut into or up, 
f. in IN-1+-secdre cut (see SECTION) ; render- 
ing Gr. éntomon, pl. éntoma (Aristotle), sc. 
zóion, zóia animal(s), rel. to entémnein cut up 
or in two (cf. ATOM). 


insert insd-1t set or put in. xvi. f. insert-, 

pp. stem of L. inserere, f. in IN-!+ serere 
plant, join, put into (see sow”). So inse-r- 
TION. XVI. = late L. 


insessores insesö'rīz (ornith.) order of 
perching birds. xıx. modL., pl. of late L. 
insessor, f. insess-, pp. stem of instdére, f. in 
IN- + sedēre SIT. 


inset inset leaf or sheet inserted. x:x. f. 
pp. inset, i.e. set in; see IN!, SET!. 


inside insard sb. inner side or surface XVI ; 
adj. insaid xvii (Sh.}; adv. XIX; prep. XVIII. 
f. IN! (attrib.) --SIDE; cf. OUTSIDE. 


insidious insi:dios full of wiles, operating 

subtly. xvi. =L. insididsus, f. insidie 
ambush, trick, rel. to imsidére sit in or 
upon, be settled, f. in IN-’+-sedére SIT; see 
-IOUS. 


insight i-nsait Tmental vision or perception 
X11 (Orm) ; penetration by the understanding 
into XVI (Sidney). prob. of Scand. and LG. 
origin; cf. Sw. insiht, Da. insigt, Du. inzicht ; 
G. einsicht (xv111); comp. of IN! and SIGHT. 


insignia insignia badges, emblems. XVII. 
L., pl. of insigne mark, sign, badge of office, 
sb. use of n. of insignis distinguished (as by 
a mark), f. in iN-!-Fsignum sIGN (cf. Gr. 
ériogpos) ; see -IA?, 


insinuate insinjueit introduce indirectly 
or stealthily. xvr. f. pp. stem of L. insinuare, 
f. in IN-!+ sinudre curve, f. sinus curve; see 
SINUOUS, -ATE?. So insinua' TION. xvi. - L. 


insipid insi-pid tasteless. xvil. — F. insipide 
or late L. insipidus, f£. in- IN-*-+-sapidus SAPID. 
Hence or= F. insipi-diry. XVII. 


insist insist tcontinue steadfastly żin; dwell 
emphatically on. xvi. — L. insistere stand 
upon, persist, f. Zn IN-14- sistere STAND. 


insolation insoulei:[on exposure to the sun. 
xvii. — L. znsólátio(n-), £. insolare, £f. in IN-! + 
sol SUN; see -ATION. 


insolent i-nsolont thaughty, arrogant xiv 
(Ch.); contemptuous of dignity or authority 
XVII. — L. insolent-, -€ns unusual, excessive, 
arrogant, f. in- IN-°-+ prp. of solere be accus- 
tomed; see -ENT. So insolence. xiv (Ch.). 
= L. Cf. F. insolent, -ence (XV). 


insoluble insə'ljübl tindissoluble xiv 
(Wycl. Bible); that cannot be solved xiv 
(PPl); that cannot be dissolved in liquid 
xvilt. —(O)F. or L.; see IN-?, SOLUBLE. 


insomnia inso-'mnis sleeplessness. XVIII. 
— L. f. insomnis sleepless, f. in- 1N-? -- somnus 
sleep---1Al. Anglicized -igsommie (xvi). 
Q L. insomnium (prop.) dream, tr. Gr. 
evurviov, has been irreg. used for insomnia. 


insomuch insédma:tf tso much xiv (Wyclif, 
rare) ; Tinasmuch as ; to such an extent (that) 
XV. tr. OF. en tant (que) ; at first alternative 
to INASMUCH, but later differentiated. 


insouciant insū'siənt, || £nsusjá unheeding, 
indifferent. xix (Scott). F., f. in- IN-°+ 
souciant, prp. of soucier care t= L. sollicitdre 
disturb, agitate (see SOLICIT). 


inspan inspæ'n (S. Africa) yoke, harness. 
xix. ~ Du. émspannen, f. in IN*+spannen 
stretch, bend, put horses to (see sPAN?). 


inspect inspe-kt look carefully into or at. 

XVII. f. inspect-, pp. stem of L. inspicere, f. 
in IN-l-r-specere look (see SPECIES) or - L. 
frequent. inspectdre; cf. F. inspecter. So 
inspe-cTION. xIv (Gower). —(O)F.~-L. 
inspe-cton!. xvu. —L. 


inspeximus inspe-ksimes (leg.) charter in 
which the grantor avouches to have in- 
spected an earlier charter. xvn. L., ‘we 
have inspected’, ist pers. pl. pt. of zn- 
spicere INSPECT; the first word of the 


document. 


inspire inspaio-1 infuse into the mind; im- 
part or suggest by divine agency; {breathe 
xiv; breathe in xvi. —(O)F. inspirer = L. 
inspiradre, f. in IN-1+spiradre breathe (see 
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INSPISSATE 


SPIRIT). Soinspira‘TION. xiv (R. Mannyng, 
R. Rolle). - (O)F. - late L. 


inspissate inspi:seit, inspiseit thicken. xvii 
(Bacon). f. pp. stem of late L. inspissáre, f. 
in IN-!-+ spissus thick, dense; see -ATE®. So 
inspissa’TION. xvil (Holland). 


install inst? invest with or place in an 
office, orig. by placing in an official stall xvi; 
(after F.) to place in position xix. — medL. 
installàre, f. in YN-1 4-stallum STALL ; cz. (O)F. 
installer. Soinstalla:rION. xvii. - medL.; 
so F. Hence insta:‘Iment!, U.S. insta-ll- 
installation. XVI. 


instalment?, U.S. install-  instilmont 
Tarrangement for payment; agreed part of 
a sum to be paid xvir; part supplied at a 
certain time XIX. Alteration (prob. by assoc. 
with prec.) of earlier festallment, aphetic 
tstallment (xv) ~ AN. estalement (AL. (e)stal- 
lamentum), f. estaler fix (AL. stallare pay 
debts by instalments); see STALL, -MENT. 


instance i‘nstans urgency, urgent action 
(now in phr. at the instance of) XIV; Tcase 
adduced in objection or disproof; example 
in support of a general proposition (= 
medl. instantia) XVI; (after Ulpian) pro- 
cess, suit (court of first i. Le. of primary 
jurisdiction); hence in the fir st i, as the first 
step XVII. — (O)F. instance eagerness, soli- 
citation, judicial process, new argument 
rebutting the reply to a previous one = L. 
instantia presence, urgency, pleading or 
process, in scholL. (prop. z. contradictionis) 
objection, example to the contrary (tr. Gr. 
énstasis objection, f. enistánai stand in the 
way, object), f. fnstant-, -ns INSTANT. 
Hence instance vb. Turge xv; cite as an 
instance XVII. 


instant instont urgent XV; present (of 
time); of the current month; imminent, 
immediate xvi. - (O)F. instant assiduous, 
at hand ~ L. instant-, -dns, prp. of instare be 
present or at hand, urge, apply oneself to, 
f. in IN-!+ stdre STAND. As sb. point of time, 
moment xv; after medL. instdns (sc. tempus) 
present moment of time. Hencei:nstantr y? 
Turgently; Tjust now xv; forthwith. XVI; 
after (O)F. instamment urgently, L. instanter 
urgently, pressingly. So instanta:NEOUS. 
XVII. f, medL. tnstantdneus, f. instant-, after 
ecclL.. mémentdneus. 


instate insteit establish in a position. XVII. 
f. IN'+ STATE sb. Cf. REINSTATE. 


instauration instorer[on (arch.) renova- 
tion, renewal. XVIL. — L. instaurátió(n-), f. 
instaurdre RESTORE ; see IN-!, -ATION. 


instead inste'd in the place or room (of 
another), as deputy or successor XIII; in its 
stead, as a substitute xvVIl. orig. written as 
two words and so regularly till late xvi, 
when the conjunct form began to appear; 
phr. in (the) stead of (see STEAD), after OF. 
en (now au) lieu de, which continued L. (in) 
locé with gen., ‘in the condition or relation 


(of). 
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INSTRUMENT 


instep instep upper part of the foot be- 


tween toes and ankle. xvr. Earlier forms 
instep(pe), also instoppe, -stup, -stip; the 
variation in form prob. points to adoption 
of a foreign word and away from immed. 
deriv. from IN! and sTEP, though the ele- 
ments are ult. identical with these; for the 
sense cf. WFris. ynstap opening in a shoe 
for the insertion of the foot (‘Dy skoen binne 
to nau, of to wiid, fen ynstap’, the shoes are 
too narrow, or too wide, in the opening); 
also LG. instappen step in. 


instigate i-nstigeit spur or urge on. XVI. 


f. pp. stem of L. znstigáre, f. in IN-! - stigàre 
prick, incite, rel. to Gr. stízezm prick (:- 
*stigj-; cf. STIGMA); see -ATE?, So instiga’- 
TION. xv. = F. or L 


instil insti‘! put in by drops; infuse gradu- 


aliy. xvi. — L. austilldre, f. in IN-!-+ stilldre, 
f. stilla drop; cf. DISTIL. 


instinct i-nstinkt timpulse xv; innate im- 


pulse or propensity ; intuition xvi (Sh.). = L. 
instinctus instigation, impulse, f. instinct-, 
instinguere incite, impel, f. in IN-!-+-stinguere 
prick (cf. DISTINCT, EXTINCT); formerly str. 
instinct, So insti- nct pp. Tinnate XV1 ; tim- 
pelled, excited xvir (Milton) ; imbued with 
xvIH. — L. instinctus pp. insti-nctive oper- 
ating by instinct. XVII. insti-nctiveLy’. 
xvi (Sh.). 


institute institjüt Tpurpose; established 


usage; principle(s) or element(s) of instruc- 
tion XVI; (after F. institut name of the insti- 
tution created in 1795 to replace the old 
academies) society to promote an object; 
building used for this xix. = L. institütum 
design, ordinance, precept, sb. use of n. of 
pp. of instituere establish, ordain, arrange, 
teach, f. zn iN-! — statuere setup (see STATUTE). 
So institute vb. set up, found xv; establish 
in an office, esp. eccl. xvr. f. pp. stem of 
instituere; preceded by the pp. Ténstituie 
(xiv) and the inf. tinstztue, shortened tinstue 
(xiv), ~ (O)F. instituer. institu'TION estab- 
lishment, esp. eccl. ina benefice xiv (Wyclif) ; 
established law, etc. Xv1; establishment or 
organization for the promotion of an object 
xvul. -(O)F.- L. institu-tionar/. XVII. 


instruct instra-kt impart knowledge to xv; 


direct, command xvi; fput in order xvi. f. 
instruct-, pp. stem of L. instruere set up, 
furnish, fit out, teach, f. n IN-!-L struere pile 
up, build (see STRUCTURE) ; ; cf. F. instruire. 
So instru:cTION imparting of knowledge, 
teaching; direction, order. xv (Lydg.). 
~ (O)F.—late L. imstru-ctivE, xvil. ine 
stru’cToR. xv. - EF. -eur. 


instrument instrament tool, implement 


XIII (earliest of a musical instrument) ; some- 
thing used by an agent; means XIV; legal 
document xv. - (O)F. znstrument —- L. in- 
strümentum, £. instruere ; see prec. and -MENT. 
So instrume:-ntaL! serving as instrument 
or means xiv (Trevisa); of music composed 
for instruments XVI; (gram.) of the case 
denoting ‘with’ or ‘by means of? (after the 


INSUFFLATION 


Skr. name karana means, instrument) XIX. 
— (O)F. Hence instrumentalist player on 
a musical instrument. XIX (earlier Ținstru- 
mentist XVIL; so F. -iste). instrumenta:- 
TION composition of music for instruments. 
c. 1845. — F. (1824 Stendhal) i:nstru- 
menta liy. xvii (Baxter). 


insufflation insaflei-Joan breathing upon a 
person or thing as a means of exorcism XVI ; 
(med.) blowing of air or vapour into the 
lungs, etc. XIX. —late L. insuffldtio(n-), f. 
insufflare, £. in IN-'+ suffildre blow upon, f. 
sub SUF--+ fldre BLOW’; see -ATION. 


insular i-nsjtilex pert. to an island XVII; 
characteristic of islanders, as being narrow 
or prejudiced xvi. = late L. insuldris, f. 
insula ISLAND ; see -AR. So insularE? con- 
vert into an island xvi ; detach, ISOLATE (also 
electr.) xvii. i-nsularom. c.1800. 


insulin i:nsjulin specific for diabetes ex- 
tracted from the islands of Langerhans in 
the pancreas of animals. i921. f. L. znsula 
ISLAND ; see -IN1. 


insult insa‘It glory or triumph over xvi; 
treat with scornful abuse or disrespect XVII. 
= L. insultdre, f. in IN-1+ saltdre, iterative- 
intensive f. salire leap, Jump (see SALIENT). 
So insult (arch.) attack; affront xvi. - F. 
insulte or — ecclL. insultus, f. in 1N-!-- saltus 
leap. Earlier Tinsulta-riON. xvi. - OF. 
or L. 


insuperable insjü'porobl Tunconquerable 
xiv (R. Rolle); unsurmountable xvii (H. 
More). —- OF. or L.; see IN-?, SUPERABLE. 


insure in[uo:r. xV. var. of ENSURE, with 
substitution of rN-* for EN-!, established in 
the sense of securing payment on death or 
damage (xvii) So insu rANCE. XVII; in 
commercial use repl. ASSURANCE, which is 
retained in the titles of some long-estab- 
lished companies. 


insurgent ins3:id5ont one who rises in 
active revolt. xviir (Falconer). = F. tinsur- 
gent (XVIII in connexion with the rising in 
N. America), — L. insurgent-, -éns, prp. of 
insurgere rise up (whence Tzsurge XVI) ; see 
IN-l, SURGE, -ENT. So insurrecTION inso- 
re'kfən rising in arms. xv.—(O)F.-—late L. 


INTEND 


TIRE. So integraL! making up a whole, 
made up of parts which constitute a unity 
XVI; (math.) xvin. — late L. integrālis, f. 
integr-, integer. imtegraTE®. xvit; f. pp. 
stem of L. integráre, f. integer. integrA- TION. 
xvi. - L. inte-griTy inte:gríti. Xv. — F. or L. 





integument inte:gjümont covering, coat- 


ing. XVII (Chapman). = L. zntegumentum, f. 
integere cover ; see IN-1, TEGUMENT. 


intellect i-ntilekt knowing and reasoning 


faculties of the mind. xiv (Ch., Trevisa). 
— (O)F. intellect or L. intellectus perception, 
discernment, meaning, sense, f. pp. stem of 
intellegere; see below. So intelle:crioN 
understanding. xvi. -— L. zntellectió(n-). 
intelle-ctivE pert. to the understanding. 
xv. —]late L. :ntellectivus; cf. (O)F. intel- 
lectif. inteile:ctuar! of the intellect; 
Tspiritual, ideal xiv ((l'revisa); Tintelligent 
xv; highly gifted with understanding xix. 
— L., £. intellectus understanding ; cf. (O)F. 
intellectuel. intelie-ctualisw. xix; after 
G. intellectualismus. intelie:ctualisr. xvii 
(Bacon). i:nmtellectua‘liry. xvir (Florio). 
—late L. (Tertullian). intelligent inte:li- 
dyont quick to understand. xvi (Hawes). 
-prp. of L. intelligere, -legere lit. choose 
among, f. inter INTER--+legere pick up, 
gather, choose, read (see LECTION). So in- 
te HligENcE. xiv (Gower). -—(O)F.-L.; 
hence intelligencer! informer, spy, mes- 
senger XVI; as title of a newspaper XVII. 
intelligentsia, -tzia the ‘intellectuals’. 
XX, — Russ. zntelligéncija ~ Pol. inteligiencja 
— L. intellegéntia. inte liginre. xiv (Tre- 
visa, Wycl. Bible). 


intemperate inte-mporot xv (Lydg.). - L. 


intemperütus ; see IN-?, TEMPERATE. So in- 
te-mperaANCE. xv. — (O)F. or L. 


intend intend direct the mind or attention 


xiv (Ch., Gower); design for a purpose xv! 
(Sh.); various lit. and etymol. senses have 
been current. ME. entende, in- = (O)F. 
entendre, tintendre (== Pr. entendre, Sp. en- 
tender, It. intendere; in the Rom. langs. the 
sense ‘hear’ is common) = L. intendere ex- 
tend, direct, intend, promote, f. in IN-!+ 
tendere stretch, TEND’. So inte-ndant 
superintendent, manager (chiefly F. offi- 


cials). xvii (Evelyn) -F.-L. prp. of 
intendere. inte'ndeD! purposed, designed; 
sb. intended spouse XVIII. inte-ndMENT 
Tunderstanding, meaning xiv (Ch., Gower); 
(leg.) xvi. — (O)F. entendement, f. entendre. 
inte:nse existing 1n a very high degree. xiv 
(intense cold, Maund.). — (O)F. intens(e) or 
L. zntensus stretched, tight, violent, pp. of 
intendere; hence inte:nsirv. xix (Cole- 
ridge). inte'nsION tension, intentness, in- 
tensity XVII; internal content of a concept 
xIx (W. Hamilton). inte:usivE Tintense XV1; 
relating of or pert. to intensity ; intensifying 
xviI (also irreg. ?ntensative, intensitive X1x); 
extensive xix.  inte:nt! intention xiII 
(AncrR.); end proposed xiv (R. Rolle; obs. 
exc. in phr. to all intents xvi). ME. entent 


insurrectiö(n-), f. insurrect-, insurgere. 


intact intæ'kt untouched, unblemished. 
xv. — L. intdctus, f. in- 1N-?-- tüctus, pp. of 
tangere touch (cf. TANGENT). 


intaglio intæ'ljou figure incised or en- 
graved; incised gem. xvir (Evelyn). It., f. 
intagliare engrave, f. in 1IN-l-F tagliare cut; 
cf. ENTAIL. 


intake i-nteik taking in or what is taken in, 
(dial.) place of this. f. phr. take in ; see TAKE, 
INL, @ In north. dial. in the sense of ‘inclo- 
sure of land’ intack from xvI, earlier yntauk 
(xiv, ‘Selby Cartulary’). 


integer i-ntidzo1 (denoting) a whole quan- 
tity. xvi (Digges). -— L. integer intact, EN- 
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INTER 


INTERFERE 





- OF. entent:—L. intentus, and entente 
— (O)F. entente :- Rom. *intenta, f. pp. of 
L. zntendere. inte-nt? earnestly attentive or 
bent upon. xvii. = L. intentus, pp. of inten- 
dere. inte-nTI@N tunderstanding; tmean- 
ing, import; purpose XIV; (logic) direction 
of the mind to an object, conception (med L. 
tr. of Avicenna) xvr; (theol.) xvir. ME. en- 
tencion — OF. entencion (mod. intention) = L. 
inte'ntionaL!. xvi. — F. -ionnel or medL. 


inter! int3:1 bury. xiv (R. Mannynp). ME. 
enter(re) - (O)F. enterrer — Pr., Sp. enterrar, 
It. interrare — Rom. *interráre, f. in UN-?+- 
terra earth (cf. Ir., W. tir country), repl. L. 
inhumáre INHUME. 'l'he sp. was remodelled 
on L. Hence inte:rMENT. XIV. 


inter? i'ntər L. prep. ‘between’, ‘among’ 
(cogn. with UNDER), occurring in a few L, 
phrases current in Eng.: inter alia (ei'liə) 
among other things, inter nos (nous) be- 
tween ourselves, inter se (si) among them- 
selves. 


inter- rntoi, int? L. prep. (see prec.), 
repr. in F. by entre- (see ENTER-), used as a 
prefix with the senses: (1) between, in be- 
tween, in the midst, as in intercaldre, -cédere, 
-ponere, -venire, whence INTERCALARY, INTER- 
CEDE, INTERPOSE, INTERVENE, interdigitalis 
lying between the fingers, INTERREGNUM, 
intervallum INTERVAL; (2) at intervals, as in 
intermittere YNTERMIT ; (3) with preventive 
or destructive effect, as in intercipere INTER- 
CEPT, interdicere (see INTERDICT), interficere 
kill (f. facere Do). The earliest adoptions of 
such words in Eng. came through F. forms 
with entre- (e.g. entrechange, enterfere), but 
in XVI remodelling of these forms on the L. 
inter- began, and at the same time the use 
of the prefix was widely extended in com- 
bination with various radicals, and function- 
ing as adj. or as adv. Meanwhile the prefix 
had acquired a mutual or reciprocal sense 
(a trace of which is found in late L. inter- 
mütátis manibus with crossed hands), illus- 
trated by intercommunion, interdependence, 
-ent, intermarriage, -marry, intermingle, inter- 
play, the like of which are numerous. The 
other large group of comps. in which inter- 
has become a living formative is that in 
which it governs prepositionally (with the 
senses ‘between’, ‘among’, and ‘forming a 
link between’, ‘belonging in common to’) the 
sb. implied in the radical part of the comp., 
on the model of late L. interamnus placed be- 
tween rivers (amnis river), intermurdlis situ- 
ated between walls (mūrus wall), as in many 
gen. and techn. words like interalveolar, 
intercolonial, intercollegiate, interdenomina- 
tional, interdental, international, intersiellar, 
intervocalic. ‘The prefix enters freely into 
combination with sbs. to form attrib. phrases, 
as in inter-county match. 


intercalary int5'ikolori inserted at intervals 
(in the calendar) xvii; intervening xvirr. 
~ L. intercalàrius, -calàáris, f. intercaláre (cf. 
CALENDS. COUNCIL) proclaim the insertion 


of a day, etc., in the calendar, from pp. stem 
of wbich is inte:rcalaTE?. xvii; so inter- 
cala:TION. xvi (- F. or L..). 


intercede intaissi-d tcome between xvi; 
intervene on behalf of another xvir. - (O)F. 
or L. intercédere, f. inter INTER--+ cédere go. 
So intercession. xvi (Dunbar, Tindale). 
- (O)F. or L. interce:ssor'. xv. - L.; 
hence interce-ssoRy, XVI. 


intercept intoise:pt seize on the way from 
one place to another, cut off (a person or 
thing). xvi. f. intercept-, pp. stem of L. 
intercipere, f. inter INTER--+ capere take, seize 
(see HEAVE). So interce-pTION. xvi (Sh.). 
- F. or L. 


intercha:nge exchange mutually. xiv (Ch.). 
Late ME. enterchaunge — OF. entrechangier ; 
see INTER-, CHANGE. Hence as sb. xvi. So 
intercha:‘ngeaBLe. xv. — OF.; -ABLY. XIV; 
after AN. entrechaungeablement. 


intercommu'nicate have mutual com- 
munication. XVI. — AL.; see INTER-, COM- 
MUNICATE. So tinterco-MMON xv (Lydg.), 
-COMMU*NE XIV (Ch.). —- AN. entrecomuner. 


intercourse rntoikoors mutual dealings 
XV; social or spiritual communication XVI. 
Earlier entercourse-(O)F. entrecours — L. 
intercursus (in class. L. only in abl.), f. znter- 
currere run between or among, intervene; 
see INTER-, COURSE. 


interdict i-nto:idikt (eccl) sentence debar- 
ring the faithful from church functions and 
privileges XIII; authoritative prohibition or 
decree xvii. ME. entredit = OF. entredit- L. 
interdictum (to which the Eng. word was 
assim. XVI), sb, use of n. of pp. of interdicere 
interpose by speech, forbid by decree, f. 
inter INTER- +- dicere say (see DICTION). Hence 
interdi'ct vb. xirr; after OF. entredire =- L. 
interdicere. 


interest i-ntorest, imntrést A. (legal) concern 
or right in xv; advantageous or detrimental 
relation xvi; matter in which persons are 
concerned XVII; feeling of one concerned 
XVII; B. Tinjury, damages ; money paid for 
use of money lent xvi. Late ME. alt. of 
tinteresse, tent(e)resse (Ch.), partly by addi- 
tion of parasitic t, partly by assoc. with 
OF. interest damage, loss (mod. intérêt), app- 
sb. use of L. interest it makes a difference, 
concerns, matters, 3rd pers. sg. pres. ind. 
of interesse differ, be of importance, f. inter 
INTER---esse BE (the history is, however, 
obscure). Soi:nterest vb. invest with a title 
or share; cause to have or take an interest 
XVII; affect with a feeling of concern XVIII. 
Alteration of tinteress vb. xvi. — F. intéres- 
ser tdamage, concern, f. L. interesse; ppl. 
adj. i:znterestED! (xvii) was preceded by 
Tinteressed (xv1) — F. intéressé. i:nterest- 
ING?, xviH. timportant (Shaftesbury), apt 
to excite interest (Sterne); cf. F. intéressant. 


interfere intoifio:i strike the inside of the 
fetlock with the hoof of the opposite foot, 
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knock one leg against another xv1; collide, 
clash, come into opposition, intermeddle 
with XVIL; intervene XVIII. -— OF. (refl.) 
s'entreferir strike each other, f. entre- INTER- 
-Fférir :- L. ferire strike (cf. OHG. berjan, 
ON. berja). Hence interfe'rENCE. XVIIL. 
interfero-METER. XIX. 

interim i:ntorim meanwhile (also ad inte- 
rim, per interim); intervening time, interval 
of time. XVI. = L. interim in the meantime, 
f. inter INTER--+-advb. suffix -im, orig. end- 
ing of acc. sg. of i- stems (cf. partim partly). 


interior intiorior situated (more) within. 
XV (Caxton). - L. interior inner, compar. 
adj. f. inter within (see INTER?, -10R). 

interjection ejaculation. xv; (gram.) xvi 
(Palsg.). —(OJ)F. znterjection — L. interjec- 
tio(n-), f. interject-, pp. stem of intericere 
interpose, f. inter INTER--++-jacere throw, cast 
(cf. ABJECT). So interject vb. xvi. 

interlace intoilers. xiv (Ch.). — OF. entre- 
lacier ; see ENTER-, INTER-, LACE vb. 


interlard intoila'1d tpass. have alternate 
layers of fat and lean; diversify by inter- 
mixture. Xvi. Earlier enter- — (O)F. entre- 
larder, f. entre- INTER--+ larder LARD. 


interleave intaili-v insert leaves between 
the leaves of (a book). xvi (Wood). f. 
INTER--}- leaves, pl. of LEAF. Hence i-nter- 
LEAF. XVIII (Richardson). 


interliine insert between the lines. xv. 
- medL. interlineGre; see INTER-, LINE?. So 
interLI:NEAR. XV. - medL. znterlinearis. 


interlocutor intoilo:kjütó: one who takes 
part in a conversation. xvi (Barclay). 
—- modL., f. L. interloqui, -lociitid ; see INTER-, 
LOCUTION. 

interloper  intortoupor — funauthorized 
trader XVI ; one who thrusts himself into an 
affair XVII. f. INTER- (as in intermeddler)-+ 
loper (as in LANDLOPER). Hence i-nterlope 
vb. xvi. @ F. interlope, tinterlopre ship 
trading without authority in countries 
allotted to a merchant company, and Du., 
LG. enterlopen, are from Eng. 

interlude intoilüd light or humorous 
dramatic representation, (later XVII—XVIII) 
comedy, farce XIV; interval in the perform- 
ance of a play xviI; intervening time or 
space XVIH. - medL. interludium, f. inter 
INTER--+ liidus play (cf. LUDICROUS). 


interme:ddle. ME. eztremedle (Ch.; Cax- 
ton) - AN. entremedler — OF. entremesler ; 
See INTER-, MEDDLE. 


intermediate intormi‘dist coming between 
two things. xvul. — medL. zntermediátus, f. 
L. intermedius, £. inter INTER- -- medius MID; 
cf. F. intermédiat; see -ATE?. So inter- 
me'dianv. xvii; after F. intermédiaire. 


intermezzo  intoirme:dzou (mus.) piece 
intervening between two main parts of 
a composition. XIX. It. = L. intermedius 
(see prec.). 

interminable int3:iminobl xiv (Ch). - 
(O)F. or late L. Q Earlier than terminable. 


intermit intammi‘t leave off, discontinue. 
XVI. = L. intermittere, f. inter YNTER- 4-mit- 
tere let go. So intermission. xvi. = F. or L. 


intern int3un confine within prescribed 
limits of residence. xix (c. 1865). = F. in- 
terner, f. interne = It. interno — L. internus 
inward, internal, f. nter INTER? (cf. externus 
EXTERNAL), 


internal intd-tnel pert. to man's inner 
nature Xvi (Hawes); situated within xvr 
(Spenser); pert. to the thing or subject itself 
XVII. — modL. znternális, f. internus; see 
prec., -ALI 


interna'tional existing between nations. 
xviii (Bentham). f. INTER- 4- NATION 4- -AL!, 
So internationale  -nzejiónà:-l |[iterna- 
sjonal revolutionary hymn composed by 
Eugène Pottier in 1871. F. (sc. chanson song). 


internecine intoini-sain attended with great 
slaughter xvit (Butler, ‘Hudibras’ 1 i 774 
internecine war, after L. internecinum bellum) ; 
(misinterpreted by Johnson in his Dict. as) 
mutually destructive xvi. —L. internecinus, 
f. interneció general slaughter, massacre, ex- 
termination, f. internecadre slaughter, exter- 
minate, f. inter INTER--+necdre kill, rel. to 
nec-, nex violent death, nocére injure, orig. 
put to death ; see NOXIOUS, -INE!. 


internu:ncio. xvi (Milton). 
nunzio; see INTER-, NUNCIO. 


interpellation  i:ntorpeler[on — fpleading, 
intercession XVI; tinterruption xvII; (after 
modF.) interruption of the order of the day 
in the French Chamber xix. -= L. interpella- 
tio(n-), f. interpellare interrupt by speaking, 
f. inter INTER- + -pellãre thrust or direct one- 
self (as in appelldre APPEAL). 


interplea-der (leg.) suit pleaded between 
two parties. xvi. — AN. entrepleder, sb. use 
(see -ER?) of inf. (see INTER-, PLEAD). 


interpolate int5'ipoleit alter a writing by 
the insertion of new matter, also gen. XVIL; 
furbish up, alter, falsify, (math.) insert inter- 
mediate terms XVIII. f. pp. stem of L. inter- 
polare, f. inter INTER- + -poläre, rel. to polire 
POLISH. So interpola'TION. XVII. 


~ It. inter- 


interpose intorpou'z place between in space 
or time. XVI. —(O)F. interposer, based on 
L. Znterpónere; see INTER-, POSE!. So inter- 
posrTioN. xv. —(O)F. or L. 


interpret intS-1prit expound the meaning 
of. xiv (Wyclif). - (O)F. interpréter or its 
source L. znterpretàr? explain, translate, f. 
interpret-, -pres agent, broker, translator, 
interpreter, f. inter INTER- -+ unkn. element. 
Hence inte'rpreter!. xiv. So interpreta- 
TION. XIV. = (O)F. or L. 


interregnum intaire-gnoam ttemporary 
authority exercised during a vacancy ; period 
intervening between a ruler and his suc- 
cessor. XVI. —1.., f. inter INTER- + regnum 
REIGN. Earlier ‘tinterreign (Bellenden), 
partly = (O)F. interrégne. 
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INTERROGATE 


interrogate inte‘rageit ask questions of. 
xv (Caxton). f. pp. stem of L. interrogdre, 
f. inter INTER- + vogdre ask; see ROGATION, 
-ATE®?, So interrogaA- TION. XIV (Ch). 
- (O)F. or L. interrogaTIVE -o-gativ. XVI 
(Whitington, Palsgr.). -late L. interro-ga- 
tony. xvi (More ; var. inte-rgatory XV1—XVII). 
— late L. (Tertullian). 


interrupt intora‘pt break in upon. xv 
(Lydg.). f. interrupt-, pp. stem of L. inter- 
rumpere, f. inter INTER- +rumpere break (see 
RUPTURE). So interru:pTION. XIV (Gower, 
Caxton). ~= (O)F. or L. 


interse-ct XVII; see INTER-, BISECT ; so inter- 
SE*CTION,. XVI. 





intersperse intoispd-1s scatter between or 
among, diversify with things at intervals. 
XVI. f. interspers-, pp. stem of L. intersper- 
gere; see INTER- and DISPERSE. 


interstice intdistis intervening empty 
space. XVII (preceded by the L. form). 
= late L. interstitium, f. *interstit-, pp. stem 
of intersistere, f. inter INTER- + sistere STAND. 


interval i'ntərvəl period between two 
events or actions XII (Cursor M.); open 
space between two things xv (Caxton). ult. 
- L. intervallum orig. space between ram- 
parts, f. inter INTER- -+ vallum (see WALL), 
but the earliest forms, entrewal, entervale, 
intervalle, are - OF. entreval(e), later -valle 
(mod. zntervalle). 


intervene intorviin come between xvi; 
come in in the course of an action, etc. XVII 
(Bacon). ~ L. intervenire, f. inter INTER- + 
venire COME. So interve-nTION. xv. —F, 
or L. 


interview rntorvjü meeting of persons face 
to face. xvi. Earlier form entervew(e) — F. 
Tentreveue, -vue, f. entrevoir have a glimpse 
of, s'entrevoir see each other (f. entre INTER- 
+voir see), after vue VIEW. 


intestate inte'steit, -tit not having made a 
will. xiv (PPl.). — L. intestãtus, f. in- iN-?4- 
testátus, pp. of testári bear witness, make a 
will, f. testis witness; see TESTIFY, -ATE®. 
Hence inte-stacy. XVIII. 


intestine inte:stin internal. xvi (Stewart). 
- L. intestinus, f. intus within (corr. to Gr. 
entós ; cf. Gr. énteron, as Yn MESENTERY) ; sb. 
(esp. pl.) lower part of the alimentary canal. 
xvi. — L. intestinum, sb. use of n. of adj. 
@ For the L. formation cf. CLANDESTINE. 


intimate i-ntimot inward, essential, in- 
trinsic ; pert. to the inmost thoughts ; closely 
associated (also sb.). xvir. = late L. tntimd- 
tus, pp. of intimåre, f. intimus inmost, f. int- 
of INTER? 4- superl. suffix (cf. Skr. dntamas); 
see -ATE?. Hence intimacy. xvil. So 
intimaTE? rntimeit make known formally; 
indicate indirectly. xvi. f. pp. of late L. 
intimáre, f. intimus. intima'TIoN formal an- 
nouncement XV; expression by sign XVI. 
~ (O)F. or late L. 


INTRICATE 


intimidate intitmideit inspire with fear. 
XVII. f. pp. stem of medL. intimidare, f. in- 
IN-1--fimüdus TIMID; see -ATE?. 


intinction intrngk[on  Tdipping, infusion 
XVI; (eccl.) dipping of the bread in the wine 
at the Eucharist xix. — late L. intinctid(n-), 
f. intingere; see IN-!, TINCTURE. 


intitule intaitjül ENTITLE (now leg. in ref. 
to acts of parliament). xv (Caxton). ~(O)F. 
intituler ~ late L. intituldre. 


into i:ntu orig. two words and so written 
till xvi; OE. in(n) tó, i.e. IN! adv. expressing 
motion towards an object, TO prep. marking 
the place, point, or space entered, reached, 
or penetrated ; in immaterial senses referring 
to various sorts of introduction, admission, 
or adaptation. 


inTO'LERABLE. XV (Lydg.). - F. or L.;seeiN-?. 


intone intou’n recite in a singing voice xv 
(rare before XIx); sing the intonation of a 
melody xix. — medL. intondre, f. in 1N-1-+- 
tonus TONE; in XV-XVI entone — OF. entoner 
(mod. -onner) So intona'TION opening 
phrase of a plainsong melody xvII: action 
of intoning, utterance of musical notes; 
modulation of the voice in speaking XVIII. 
— medL. iztonatió(n-) ; so (O)F. 


intoxicate  into:ksikeit poison; stupefy 

with a drug or strong drink. xvi. f. pp. 
stem of med L. intoxicdre, f. in IN-} + 
L. toxicum poison; see TOXIC, -ATE*. So 
intoxicA'TION. XV. = F. or medL. 


intra= intro prep., ‘on the inside’, ‘within’ 
(f. in IN?+--trd as in EXTRA-) used occas. in 
late L. as prefix, as in intrdmtirdnus lying 
within the walls; taken up in Eng. techn. 
language in XIX in similar formations, e.g. 
intralo*bular within the lobe(s). 


INTRA‘'CTABLE. XVI. =F. or L.; see IN-?. 


intrados intrei:dos (archit.) lower curve of 
an arch. xvin. = F. intrados, f. L. intrá 
INTRA-+ F. dos back (cf. DOSSAL). 


intransigent intre':nsidgont, -trz-nz- un- 
compromising. c.1882. — F. intransigeant 
(1875), based on Sp. los intransigentes party 
of the extreme left in the Spanish Cortes, 
(in 1873-4) extreme republicans; ult. f. in- 
IN-?-- prp. of L. transigere come to an under- 
standing ; see TRANSACT, -ENT. 


inTRA'NSITIVE. XVII, — late L. 
IN-?, 


intrepid  intre:;pid fearless, undaunted. 
xvii (Dryden). - F. intrépide or L. intre- 
pidus, f. in- IN-*+- trepidus agitated, alarmed, 
f. IE. *zrep- *trop- *trp- (cf. Gr. trapeín tread, 
Skr. trpds, trpdlas alarmed, hurrying, Lith. 
trepséti, Russ. tropát! tread under foot). 


intricate intrikit perplexingly involved. 
Xv (interkat, Henryson). = L. ?ntricatus, pp. 
of intricdre entangle, perplex, f. in rn-'+ 
tricz trifles, tricks, perplexities, £ricári make 
difficulties ; see -ATE?. 


(Priscian); 
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INVENT 





intrigue intrig Tintricacy, maze; under- 
hand plotting. xvi. — F. intrigue, tintrique 
- It. intrigo, -ico, f. intrigare, -icare i= L, 
intricare; see prec. So intrigue vb. XvII. 
-F.-It.- L. 

intrinsic intri:nsik, -zik. Tinward, inner xv- 
XVII (later anat. xiX) ; of its own, proper XVII. 
— (O)F. intrinséque —- late L. intrinsecus, f. L. 
adv. intrinsecus inwardly, inwards; from the 
first the ending was assim. to -1c. So in- 
tri-SICAL, -ICALLY. XVI. Q[ Intrinsecate was 
ridiculed by Marston and used affectedly 
by Ben Jonson. 


intro- intró(u) L. adv. ?ntró to the inside 

(parallel to INTRA-) used as a prefix in 
intrOducere INTRODUCE, introitus INTROIT, 
intrümillere INTROMIT, acquired extensive 
currency in Eng. from xvil. 


introduce intrasdjü:s bring into a society, 
place, etc. xvi (More); bring into use or 
action XVII. — L. intrédticere, £. intrd INTRO- 
+ diicere lead, bring (see prec., DUKE). So 
introducTION -da‘kfan. xiv(Ch.). - (O)F. 
or L. 


introit introit tentrance; (eccl.) antiphon 
and psalm recited as the celebrant ap- 
proaches the altar. xv. - (O)F. zntroit = L. 
introitus entrance, f. introire enter, f. intró 
INTRO-+ire go. Cf. ADIT, EXIT, etc. 


intromit intro(u)mi‘t interfere. xv. = L. 
intrOmittere introduce, f. intrd INTRO- + 
mittere send. So introMrssioN. xvi. - F. 
or L. 

introspection intro(u)spe-k[on looking with- 
in, as into one’s own mind xvii. (Hale, Dry- 
den). Hence introspe':ctivr. xix (Southey). 
Cf. INSPECTION and see INTRO-. 


introvert introuvs-it turn (the mind) upon 
itself. xvir. — modL. intrdvertere, f. intré 
INTRO- + vertere turn (cf. -warRDs). Hence 
introvert sb. part turned within xix; 
(psych.) a wholly self-centred person xx. 


intrude intrürd thrust or force in. xvi. 
- L. intrüdere, f. in IN-1-- trüdere thrust (cf. 
THREAT). Sointru:sion (leg.) thrusting one- 
self into an estate or benefice xiv (Usk); un- 
invited entrance or appearance xvi (Sh.). 
- (O)F. or medL. 

intuition intjurf[on -fcontemplation, view 
Xv (rare before xvi); Tregard, reference; 
(philos. immediate knowledge or appre- 
hension xvi (Hooker) ; (gen.) immediate in- 
sight xviii. — Late L. intuitid(n-); see 1N-!, 
TUITION. So intuitive. xvi (Hooker). 
- medL. Cf. F. intuition, -itif. 


intussusception rnt4ssose'pfon taking-in 
of matter from outside xviII; (path.) intro- 
version of an intestine XIX. = F. or modL., 
f. L. intus within (cf. Gr. entós)+ suscep- 
tto(n-) taking up, f. suscipere take up, £. subs 
J-capere take ; see SUS-, HEAVE, -TION. 


inundate i'nandeit, (formerly) ina‘ndeit 
overflow. xvi. f. pp. stem of L. inunddre, 
f. in 1N-! - undáre flow, f. unda; see WATER, 
-ATE?. So inunda-TION. xv. - (O)F. or L. 


inure, Tenure injuo:r accustom, habituate 
Xv (enewre, Caxton); Tput into operation; 
(leg.) come into operation xvi. ~ AN. 
*eneurer, f. pht. *en eure in use or practice, 
i.e. en IN!, *eure URE. 


inurn in3-m put (the ashes of a body) in an 
urn. XVII (enurn'd, Sh.). f. IN-! URN. 


invade inverd make a hostile attack (upon). 
xv. =~ L. invádere, f. in 1N-!-- vàdere go (see 
WADE). So invavcsroN. xvi. «€ (O)F. or late L. 


invagination invzeds;iner[on introversion, 
intussusception. XVII. — modL.; see IN-!, 
VAGINA, -ATION. 


invalid! invalid not valid. xvi. - L. in- 
validus; see 1N-!, VALID. So inva-lidarE?. 
xvi; after F. tnvalider. imVALI-DITY. XVI. 


invalid? i-nvalid, -id, (formerly) invali-d in- 
firm or disabled from sickness or injury XVII; 
sb. (spec. disabled soldier or sailor; cf. F. 
Hotel des Invalides, Les Invalides hospital 
for these in Paris) xvIII. spec. use of prec. 
with modified pronunc. after F. invalide. 


invA:LUABLE of inestimable value xvi; (rare) 
valueless XVII. See IN-*. 


invar i-nvài alloy of nickel and steel with 
a negligible coefficient of expansion. Patent 
name (xx), abbrev. of inVA‘RIABLE (XVII). 


invecked inve-kt (her.) bordered by or con- 
sisting of a series of convex lobes (encroach- 
ing upon the field). xv (Bk. St. Albans). 
Anglicized sp. of *invect - L. invectus, pp. 
of invehere carry in (see next); cf. Tinveckit 
(Bk. St. Albans) introduced (of one colour 
into another). So inve-ctED!. XVII. 


inveigh invei- fbring in, introduce xv ; give 
vent to denunciation xvr (More). — L. in- 
vehere carry in, medio-pass. znvehi be borne 
into, attack, assail with words, f. iz IN-'-- 
vehere carry (cf. VEHICLE); for the sp. cf. 
Tconveigh coNvEY. So invective inve'ktiv 
adj. (arch.) marked by denunciatory or 
vituperative language xv; sb. speech of this 
kind xvi. ~ (O)F. invectif, -ive adj., invective 
sb. — late L. invectivus, invectiva (sc. órátió) 
as sb., f. invect-, pp. stem of invehere. 


inveigle invi-gl, -vergl tbeguile, deceive 
XV; gain over by enticement xvi. Earlier 
envegle (-veugle) - AN. envegler alteration 
(cf. ENSAMPLE) of (O)F. aveugler blind, f. 
aveugle blind, prob. :- Rom. *ab oculis 
‘without eyes’. 


invent inve:nt fcome upon, find xv; devise, 
esp. by way of original contrivance xvi. f. 
invent-, pp. stem of L. znvenire, f. in IN-1+ 
venire COME. So inve:nTION finding (sur- 
viving in Invention of the Cross church festi- 
val of 3rd May) xv; contrivance (abstr. and 
concr.) xvt. — L. Cf. F. znventer (xv1), inven- 
tion (xiv). inventive. xv (Lydg.). - OF. 
inventonY!  invont(o)ri detailed list 
of articles. Xvi. —- medL. znventorium, for 
late L. znventàrium (whence (O)F. inventaire, 
Sc. finventare, -atre xv). 
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INVERNESS 








inverness invaine's overcoat with a remov- 
able cape. xix. Name of a town in the High- 
lands of Scotland (Gael. Jonar- or Inbhirnis 
‘mouth of the Ness’). 


inverse i:nvdis, (formerly) inva-1s inverted 
(chiefly techn.) ; also sb. xvii. —- L. zzversus, 
pp. of znvertere, f. in IN-1-- vertere turn (see 
-WARD). Soinve'rsioNn. XVI. invert invd-‘it 
turn in an opposite direction. xvi. = L. 
invertere 'turn in, turn outside in', reverse. 
Hence i:nvert one whose instincts are in- 
verted. xx. 


invertebrata invoitibrerta (sb. pl) ani- 
mals having no backbone. xix (1808). 
modL. (sc. animália animals), after F. in- 
vertébrés (Cuvier, 1805), f. in- IN-?-+ vertébre, 
L. vertebra (see VERTEBRATE). Anglicized 
invertebrate., xix (1826). 


invest inve’st A. clothe, spec. with the in- 
signia of office; establish in possession, 
endow with power; B. enclose with a hostile 
force xv1; C. put out (money) at interest 
xvil. — (OJF. znvestir or L. (rare) investire 
clothe, surround (extended in mearung in 
medL.), f. i21N-1+ vestis clothing (see VEST) ; 
in C after It. znvestire, the notion being that 
of giving the capital another ‘form’; the use 
prob. passed from the Levant or ‘Turkey 
Company to the East India Company. So 
inve: StitURE investing of a person with a 
dignity, etc. x1v ('Frevisa; rare before xvi). 
- medL. investitira. Hence inve:stMENT 
Tclothing xvi (Sh.); investiture xvi! (Mil- 
ton); investing of capital xvrr.. €[. Vestinent, 
Toestiment are of ME. date. 


investigate inve'stigeit search into. XVI. 
f. pp. stem of L. investigáre, f. in 1N-1-- 
vestigdre track, trace out; see VESTIGE, -ATE?., 
So investiga‘TION. xv. —-(O)F. or LL. 


inveterate inve-torot established by age or 
long standing; obstinately embittered. xvi. 
— L. inveterdtus, ppl. adj. of inveterdscere 
grow old, f. in- 1N-1+-veter-, vetus old; see 
VETERAN, -ATE”. Hence imve‘teracy. XVI. 


invidious invi'diss tending to or entailing 
odium. XVIL = L. invidiğsus, f. invidia ill 
will, ENVY; see -IOUS. 


invigilate invi'dgileit keep watch. xvi. f. 
pp. stem of L. invigiláre, f. in qN-!-- vigilàre 
watch, f. vigil watchful; see VIGIL, -ATE?. 


invigorate invigoreit render vigorous. XVII 
(Sir T. Browne). f. pp. stem of L. *znvigó- 
ráre (cf. F. envigorer, etc.), f. in 1N-! 4- vigor 
VIGOUR ; see -ATE?, 


invincible invrnsib] unconquerable. xv 
(Lydg.) -(OJ)F. invincible ~ L. invincibilis, 
f. in- IN-*-+ vincibilis, f. vincere conquer ; see 
VICTOR, -IBLE. 


inviolate invaislot not violated, intact. xv 
(Lydg., Hoccleve). — L. invioldtus, f. in- 
IN-*-+- pp. of violdre VIOLATE. 


invisible invizibl. xiv (R. Rolle). - OF, 
or L.; see IN-?, VISIBLE. 





IONIAN 


invite invai't ask to come to a place, etc. 

XVI. — F. inviter or. L. invitàre. So invi- 
ta-TION. XVI. — EF. or L. invitatonvy? 
invai'totori that invites, spec. to liturgical 
worship. xiv (R. Rolle); sb. xv. 


invoice invois list of items of goods sent 
to a purchaser. xvi. orig. pl of Tinvov 
(which is, however, recorded only later) -= F. 
tenvoy, envot; see ENVOY. Q For the sp. -ce 
cf. dice, mice, pence, and (in pls. that have 
become sg.) bodice, truce. So once, twice. 
invoke invou'k call upon in prayer or 
attestation. xv (Caxton). = (O)F. invoquer 
- L. invocáre, f. in 1N-* -- vocáre call. So 
invOCA:'TION. XIV. - (O)F. - L. 


involucre i:nvólüker envelope xvi; (bot.) 
whorl of bracts xviir. — F. involucre or L. 
involū'crum (also used in Eng. from xvir), 
f. involvere INVOLVE. 

invO'LUNTARY. XVI. - late L..; see 1N-?, 


involve invo:lv wrap round, lit. and fig. xiv 
(Wycl. Bible) ; implicate in trouble, etc. xiv 
(Trevisa); implicate in a charge; include 
XVII. — L. involvere, f. in 1N-!-4- volvere roll 
(see VOLUME). So involute i:nvollüt rolled 
or curled up xvii; sb. (math.) xvin, in- 
volu:TION involved condition XVII; (arith., 
alg.) raising of a quantity to any power XVIII, 
(geom.) system of pairs of points XIX; 
(physiol.) retrograde change in the body X1x. 

inward i'nwərd adj. that is within; adv. 
towards the inside. OE. innanweard, inne- 
weard, inweard, f. innan, inne, in(n) 1N!4- 
-weard -WARD; a CGerm. comp. (cf. MDu. 
inne-, inwert, OHG. inwart adj., -wert adv., 
ON. innanverdr adj.). Also ismWARDS. XIII; 
cf. MDu. inwaerts, MHG. inzertes, Icel. 
innvortis, etc.; sb. sg. Tentrails OE. ; inward 
part XIV, xIx; pl. internal parts, entrails x11I ; 
vulgarly innards. 

iodine ai-odin, ai-adain (chem.) non-metallic 
element which volatilizes into a violet- 
coloured vapour. 1814 (H. Davy) f. F. 
iode (Gay-Lussac, 1812) — Gr. z6dés violet- 
coloured. f. on VIOLET + -eidés -like; see 
-OID, -INE.° Hencei:odoform after CHLORO- 
FORM, 


ion aion (chem.) electrically charged parti- 
cle of an atom or a molecule. xix (Faraday). 
~ Gr. ión, prp. n. of zénai go. Cf. ANION, 
CATION. Hence i'onizE. 

-ion ion suffix repr. (O)F. -ion ~ L. -id(n-), 
which forms nouns of condition and action 
from (i) adjs. or sbs., as commūnið COM- 
MUNION, f. communis COMMON, domini DO- 
MINION ; (i1) verb-stems, as legið LEGION, f. 
legere collect, but chiefly from (iii) pp. or 
supine stems in £, s, x (see - TION, -SION). 

Ionian aiou'nisn pert. to (member of) the 
division of the Hellenes which occupied 
Attica and established many colonies. XVI. 
f. L. Jónius — Gr. Iónios ; see -1AN. So Ionic 
aio:nik (archit.) of an order, (mus.) of an 
ancient Gr. mode and of the 11th eccl. mode 
XVI; of a metrical foot, of a dialect of ancient 
Greek XVII. 
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IONOSPHERE 


IRONY 





ionosphere  aiou:nósfioy Heaviside layer | irenicon, eirenicon airi:nikon proposal 


(an ionized region of the atmosphere). xx. 
f. ION -- -0- 3- SPHERE. 


-ior io1 formerly also -zour - F. -;eur,T -iour -= 
L. -iérem, nom. -ior, suffix of compar. of 
adj., as in anterior, exterior, inferior, interior, 


designed to promote peace. XVII. — Gr. n. 
of eirénikós, f. eiréné peace ; see -1C. 


iridescent  iride:sont displaying colours 


like those of the rainbow. xvin (Kirwan). 
f. L. zrid-, IRIS + -ESCENT. 


junior, posterior, senior, ulterior. €«| In war- | iridium airi-diom. (chem.) white metal of 


rior the ending has another origin. 


iota aiou'to the letter +, the smallest letter 
of the Gr. alphabet; (after Matt. v 18, ira 
êv i) uia kepala) least particle, atom. XVIL 
- Gr. 16ta, of Pheenician origin (cf. Heb. 
jod). See jor. 
iotacism aiou‘tesizm pronunciation of 
other Greek vowels and diphthongs like 
iota, i.e. aS 7 XVII. ~late L. totacismus 
~ late Gr. iótakismós, f. ióta 1OTA-F -ismós 
-ISM, with hiatus-filling &. 


I OU aioujà: document bearing these letters 


the platinum group. 1803 (‘I should incline 
to call this metal Iridium, from the striking 
variety of colours which it gives, while dis- 
solving in marine acid', l'ennant). modL., 
f. L. zrid-, 1RIS -- -IUM. 


iris aio'ris pl. irides -iz, irises species of 


crystal xiv (Maund.) ; rainbow xv (Caxton) ; 
flat circular coloured membrane in the aque- 
ous humour of the eye; genus of tuberous 
or bulbous plants xvi. = L. iris - Gr. iris 
rainbow, coloured circle, etc., iris (plant), 
(J-) proper name of the female messenger 
of the gods, whose sign was a rainbow. 


constituting acknowledgement of debt. | Irish aia-rif pert. to Ireland. xir (La3.). f. 


(XVII) XVIII. usu, taken to be a symbolic 
repr. of J owe you. 


«ious ios comp. suffix meaning 'character- 


OE. fras inhabitants of Irland Ireland (ob- 
scurely based on Olr. Ériu; see HIBERNIAN) 
J- -1i8H1 (cf. ON. ZJ'rskr). 


ized by’, ‘full of’, (i) repr. F. -eux, L. -iósus, | itk 31k Tgrow weary, be loath xi ( forhirked 


f. stem- or connective vowel -1--+ -dsus -OUS, 
or (ii) directly f. a L. suffix consisting of ; and 
another suffix (viz. -1a, -tus, -10, -iés, -tum) 
+-ous. See also -ACIOUS, -ITIOUS. 
ipecacuanha ti:pikekjue-na root of the 


S. Amer. plant Cephaelis Ipecacuanha, used 
medicinally. xvii. — Pg. zpecacuanha ipika- 


wearied); weary, annoy XV. contemp. with 
tirk adj. weary, loath; of obscure origin. Its 
first appearance in Scandinavianized areas 
has suggested deriv. from ON. yrkja WORK, 
Sw. yrka claim, demand, insist. Surviving 
in current Eng. chiefly in i-rksome! ttired, 
disgusted xv; wearisome, burdensome XVI. 


kwanja — 'lupi-Guarani ipe-kaa-guéne ‘low | iron aiəın the most abundant and useful 


or creeping plant causing vomit’ (Caval- 
canti)  abbrev. colloq. ipecac  ipikze:k. 
XVIII. 


ipomæœæa aipo(u)mro genus of convolvula- 
ceous plants. xvin. modL. (Linnzus), f. 
Gr. ip-, ips worm -+ hdémoios like, rel. to 
homds SAME. 

ipse dixit i:psi dr'ksit personal (dogmatic) 
assertion. XVI. L. ‘he himself said’ (it); tr. 


Gr. avròs éga, phr. used of Pythagoras by 
his followers. 


ir-' assim. var. of IN-! before r. 
ir=-2 assim. var. of IN-? before 7. 


irade ira-dei written decree of the Sultan 
of Turkey. xix. Turk. — Arab. irddah will, 
desire. 


Iranian  aireirnion pert. to the Asiatic 
group of IE. languages comprising Avestic 
(Zend, Old Bactrian) and Old Persian with 
their modern representatives. xix. f. Irdn, 


metal; chem. symbol Fe. OE. iren, perh. for 
*ivern, alt. of isern (by assoc. with the var. 
isen) = OS., OHG. isarn (Du. ijzen, G. eisen), 
ON. isarn, Goth. eisarn :-—- CGerm. *isarnam, 
prob. — Celtic *isarno- (Gaulish Ysarno-, 
Jserno- in place-names, OBret. hotarn, W. 
haearn, hayarn, Ir. iarann, Gael. tarunn), 
prob. rel. to L. zs (earlier ais) bronze, OE. 
ár, Goth. aiz, Skr. dyas. ME. ire survives 
in s.w. dial. and in the surname Zremonger ; 
in north. dial. iren was contr. to irn, yrn, sur- 
viving as irn, ern, airn; in Standard Eng. 
īren was syncopated after diphthongization 
of i, airən passing to aiə'r(ə)n, thence to 
ai'o(3)n. Hence i:roncLAD cased with iron 
or steel plates, spec. of ships; preceded by 
iron-cased, -clothed, -plated, -sided. XIX. 
i'ronMOoNGER dealer in ironware. XIV. iron 
mould, orig. -MOLE! spot of discoloration 
caused by iron. xvii (Holland). i'xronsipE 
nickname of a man of great hardihood XII 
(Edmond yrene syde, RGlouc.); applied to 
Oliver Cromwell’s troopers 1648. 


native name of Persia +- -IAN. irony aio'roni figure of speech in which the 


irascible i-, airz'sibl easily angered. xvi. 
— (OJF. irascible — late L. zráscibilis, f£. ivàsct 
grow angry, f. ira IRE; see -IBLE. So iraATE? 
airei:t enraged. xix. - L. ?rátus, f. ira; ME. 
had tirous in this sense (X111) — AN. trous, 
OF. iros = Pr. iros, It. iroso 1 Rom. *irõsus. 


ire aioi (poet.) anger. xir. — (O)F. zre — 
Pr. It. ira :- L. 7ra. Hence Ì'reFUL!. XIII. 
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intended meaning is the opposite of that ex- 
pressed ; pretence (as of ignorance; Socratic 
irony) XVI; condition of affairs opposite to 
that expected (F. Pironie du sort the irony of 
fate) xvir. —- L. ironia (Cicero) — Gr. etroneia, 
f. efrón dissembler ; see -v?. So ironic airo:- 
nik. xvii. — F. zronique or late L. ?rónicus 
(cf. irónicé adv.) — Gr. eirónikós ; preceded by 
irO'niCAL, -ICALLY. XVI. 


IRRATIONAL 





irRA'TIONAL Xv (Henryson); (math., ult. tr. 
Euclid's dAoyos ‘without reason’) xvi (Re- 
corde). - L.; see 1R-?. 


irredentist iride:ntist advocate of the re- 
covery and union to Italy of all Italian- 
speaking regions. XIX. — It. irredentista, f. 
(Italia) trredenta unredeemed or unrecovered 
(Italy); see IR-?, REDEEM, -IST. 


irrefragable ire:fragabl incontrovertible, 
undeniable. xvi. — late L. irrefragébilis, f. 
ut- IR*- + L. refrágári oppose, contest )( 
suffrágári (cf. SUFFRAGE) ; see -ABLE. 


irrelevant ire'dlivont xvi (Sc.); see in-?, 
RELEVANT. llence irre:-levaNCY. XvI. 


irrigate i'rigeit water (land) through chan- 
nels. xvii. f. pp. of L. zrrigáre, f. in 18-3 - 
rigare wet, water; see -ATE®, So irriga‘TION. 
XVII. = L. 


irritate i'riteit Tincite; excite to anger, fret 

XVI; excite to morbid action XVII. f. pp. 
stem of L. irrītãre; see -ATE?. Earlier tirrite 
(Xv) - (O)F. irriter. irritaBLE. xvir (H. 
More). -L. So irrita TiíoN. xvi. = L. 


irruption ir4'pfon bursting in. xvi. - L. 
irruptio(n-), f. irrupt-, irrumpere, f£. in IN-*+- 
rumpere break ; see RUPTURE, -TION. 

Irvingite S-1vinait member of the Catholic 
Apostolic Church, founded on principles pro- 
mulgated by Edward Irving (d.1834); see-ITE. 


is iz see BE. 


isabella izəbe'lə greyish yellow, light buff. 
XVI. In early use always J. colour: f. the 
female name, but the immediate ref. is unkn. 
Also isabel i:zobel. xix. — F. isabelle. 


isagogic aisogo'd3ik introductory. xix. - L. 
isagógicus — Gr. eisagügikós, f. eisagógé intro- 
duction, f. eisdgein introduce, f. eis into + 
dgein lead (cf. ACTION); see -IC. 


isatin arsotin (chem.) crystalline substance, 
C4 H4NO,;, obtained from indigo. xix. f. L. 
isatis woad (Pliny) 4- -1N. 


ischiatic iskiæ'tik sciatic. xvil. ~medL. 
ischiaticus (after rheumaticus), for L. ischia- 
dicus, f£. ischiad-, iskhids pain in the hip, f. 
Gr. iskhíon hip-joint (L. ischium i:skiom 
XVII, Sir 'T. Browne); see -1c. 

-ise see -ize. 


-ish' if suffix forming adjs.: OE. -isé — 
OFris., OS., OHG. -isc (Du., G. -zsch), ON. 
-iskr, Goth. -isks :- CGerm. *-skaz — Gr. 
dim. suffix -iskos ; in some words reduced to 
-sh, with a var. -ch; in Sc. usu. -zs, with re- 
duced vars. -s, -ce. In OE., etc., words of 
old formation (mostly gentile names) have 
mutation ; e.g. Englisé ENGLISH, Sce. țInglis, 
Scyttisé, Sc. tScottis, Scors (see SCOTTISH, 
Scotcn), Wielisé Weisu, Sc. + Walys, t Wal- 
lis, Denisé, Sc. | Dense (see DANISH), Frencisé 
FRENCH, Grécisé, TGreekish ; similarly many 
adjs. of various dates and origins, as Jrish 
(xi11), Flemish, Pictish, Swedish. Forrnations 
in OE. on common nouns are éeorlisé, cterlisé 
churlish, G4ildisé childish, h&penisé heathen- 


ISLAND 


ish, utlendisé foreign; their number was 
greatly increased in ME., at first with the 
uncoloured meaning of ‘pert. to or of the 
nature of’, but later chiefly on dyslogistic 
words, as boorish, foolish, shrewish, thievish, 
or with the derogatory force ‘having the bad 
or unpleasant qualities of’, as apish, babyish, 
monkish, popish, selfish, womanish, (with pro- 
per names) Miss Mortineauish (Tennyson), 
Micawberish, West-Endish, (with names of 
things) aguish, bookish, feverish, (with other 
parts of speech or phrases) pettish, snappish, 
standoffish, ticklish, uppish, alloverish. 

From xiv onwards -ish was added to adjs. 
with the sense ‘approaching the quality of, 
somewhat, rather’, first to adjs. of colour, 
as blueish, reddish, whitish (Trevisa), greenish 
(Ch.), but later to any (esp. monosyllabic) 
adjs., often with the intention of being neu- 
tral, as softish. ‘This use has been extended 
in XX (prob. after earlyish, latish) to the 
qualification of hours of the day or numbers 
of years to denote ‘roundabout’, ‘or there- 
abouts’, as four-ish, 1940-ish. @ Endings 
of other origin have been assim. to -ish in 
garish, lavish, lickerish, peevish, squeamish. 





-ish? i[ repr. F. -7ss-, extension of the stem 
of vbs. in -ir, e.g. abolir ABOLISH, périr PER- 
ISH, prp. abolissant, périssant, 3rd pers. pl. 
pres. ind. abolissent, périssent ; originating in 
the -Zsc- of L. inceptive vbs., the use of 
which in F., Pr., and It. was extended to 
form a class corr. to L. vbs. in -ire and -ére, 
together with some others that were assim. 
to these. 'l'he earliest forms in Eng. were -7s, 
-ise, -iss(e), which were superseded by -ische, 
-ishe, -ish ; in Sc. -is(se) remained to a later 
date and appeared in xvi as -eis(e). (Ina few 
words EF. -iss- is repr. by -ise or -zze, viz. 
advertise, aggrandize, chastise, amortize; ré- 
jouir, réjouiss- has given rejoice.) @ Other 
F. endings have been assim. to this suffix in 
admonish, astonish, diminish, distinguish, fam- 
ish, lavish, minish, publish, relish. 


jisinglass arsigglàs gelatin obtained from 
air-bladder of sturgeon, etc., fish-glue. xvI 
(tsomglas, ison-). With assim. to glass = early 
Du. thuysenblas, f. thuysen, Thuys sturgeon 
- Tblas (mod. blaas) bladder (cf. G. hausen- 
blase). 


Islam i'zlām, -læm, is- Mohammedanism. 
XIX (Shelley). — Arab. islãm, f. aslama he 
resigned himself (spec. to God), he became 
sincerely religious, 4th conjugation of salama 
he became or was safe. Cf. MOSLEM, SALAAM. 
So Islamism xvii (F. islamisme, Voltaire), 
I:slamrrg! xvii (F. islamite). 


island arlond land completely surrounded 
by water. OE. (Anglian) égland, (WS.) 
iegland, igland, later iland = OFris. eiland, 
MDu., MLG. eilant (Du. eiland), ON. ey- 
land; f. OE. ieg, ig island, in comp. water, 
sea, OFris. ey island, OHG. ouwa water, 
stream, watery meadow, island, peninsula 
(G. aue, au brook, meadow, pasture), 
ON. ey island :- Germ. *aujó (repr. in 
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ISLE 


medL. Austrlavia, Scadin|avia, OE. Sée- 
denig, ON. Skdney), for *azwjoó, adj. forma- 
tion on *azwó- stream, water (whence OE. 
éa, OFris. d, é, OS., OHG. aha, ON. á, 
Goth. ahwa), rel, to L, aqua water (cf. 
AQUATIC). The present. sp., dating from 
XVI, is due to assim. to next. 


isle ail (arch. exc. as in place names) island. 
xur. ME. żle, later isle —- OF. ile (mod. fle), 
(latinized) tisle = Pr., Sp. isla, It. isola = L. 
insula, expl. by the ancients as f. in saló ‘in 
the salt sea', but superficial resemblance to 
Gr. nésos, násos, and Ir. inis, W. ynys, may 
point to gen. adoption from some Medi- 
terranean (non-IE.) source. So isler ai:lit 
smailisland. xvi. — OF. tslette (mod. ilette). 


“ism izm repr. F. -isme, L. -ismus ~ Gr. 
-ismós, forming nouns of action for vbs. in 
-zein -IZE, e.g. baptismós dipping, BAPTISM. 
(A rel. suffix -isma, which expresses rather 
the finished action, is sometimes the source 
of -ism; see CHARISMA.) A frequent use of 
-ismós was to express the sense of acting like 
or adopting the habits of a body of people, 


as Attikismds siding with Athenians, Attic — 


fashion or idiom; so Joudaismós Judaism, 
Khristianismós practice of Christians, Chris- 
tianity; on this model was formed medL. 
págánismus PAGANISM, whence OF. paien- 
isme, -ime (cf. PAYNIM). In Eng. Judaism is 
recorded in xv, and from xvi formations 
with the suffix become numerous. The 
chief uses are: (1) to form a noun of action 
naming the process, the completed action, 
or its result, e.g. baptism, criticism, exorcism, 
nepotism, ostracism; (2) with emphasis on 
conduct, habit, or character, e.g. barbarism, 
despotism, heroism, patriotism, blackguardism, 
priggism ; (3) forming the name of a system 
of theory or practice, based on the name of 
its subject or object, or on the founder’s or 
a promoter’s name, e.g. Arianism, Catholi- 
cism, Epicureanism, positivism, ritualism, Ro- 
manism, Socinianism, and (by extension) to 
designations of doctrines or principles, 
e.g. agnosticism, altruism, bimetallism, deism, 
egoism, egotism, hedonism, polytheism, roman- 
ticism, universalism; (4) forming a term de- 
noting a trait or peculiarity, as of language, 
e.g. Americanism, Anglicism, Gallicism, Scot- 
ticism, colloquialism, after archaism, barbar- 
ism, Græcism, Hellenism, solecism; for (3) and 
(4) there is an extensive record of nonce- 
words. Adjectives of sbs. in -ism end in 
-ISTIC. Hence ism izm form of theory or 
practice of a distinctive character, such as 
may be designated by a word in -ism. XVII 
(‘Jesuitism, Puritanism, Quaquerism, and 
all Isms from Schism’, 1680). The suffix -tst 
has been similarly used as a sb. 


iso- ai-so(u), aiso:, before a vowel sometimes 
is- ais, comb. form of Gr. ísos equal, in 
many techn. terms, as: isobar line on a 
map, etc., connecting places at which the 
barometric pressure is the same. XIX. Gr. 
bdros weight (cf. BAROMETER). iso-chrona.! 
Xvi1, -chronous xvii. f. modL. tsochronus 


-IST 


= Gr. (khrénos time) equal in duration. iso:- 
CRACY equality of power. XVIL. = Gr, tso- 
kratid. i'sogloss, isome'ric (chem.) com- 
posed of the same elements in the same 
proportions. XIX. — G. isomerisch (Gr. méros 
part). iso'nomy’ equality of laws. XVI 
(Holland). - It. (modL.) — Gr. :sonomíàa (nó- 
mos law). isothe-rmat! pert. to localities 
having the same temperature. XIX. f. F. iso- 
therme (Gr. thérmé heat). 


isolated ai-soleitid placed or standing alone. 
xvIH. f. F. isolé —- It. zsolato :— late L. insuld- 
tus made into an island, f. insula ISLE; see 
-ATE?, -ED!, Preceded in use by isolé (xvii), 
which was occas. semi-naturalized as tsolé’d. 
Hence isolate vb. (of which isolated is now 
regarded as the pp.) xIx, isola'TION XIX; 
partly after F. isoler (It. tsolare) and isola- 
tion. 


isosceles aiso:siliz (math.) of a triangle, 
having two sides equal. xvr. ~ late L. iso- 
scelés — Gr. isoskelés, f. isos 180-+skélos leg. 


isotope ai'sotoup (chem.) element having 
the same character as another element occu- 
pying the same place in the periodic table 
but differing in atomic weight and certain 
other properties. 1913 (Soddy). f. iso--+ Gr. 
tóbos place (cf. Toric). @ Isotopic was used 
by Cohen and Miller in a different sense in 
1904. 

Israel i-zrial, -eial (In OE. in g. pl. Israela 
folc; ME. israel folk) - ecclL. (Gr.) Israél - 
Heb. yisrdél ‘he that striveth with God’, name 
conferred on the patriarch Jacob (Gen. xxxii 
28). So I-sraelire. xiv (Wycl. Bible). 
— late L. (Vulg.) Israélita - Gr. Isrdélités - 
Heb. yisráéli. -itisH’. xvi (Coverdale). 


issue i:ju, rsju egress, exit, outflow XIII; 
offspring, progeny ; proceeds ; outcome XIV ; 
(leg.) point in question xvi (earlier in join 1. 
submit jointly for decision xv); (from the 
vb.) public giving-out xix. -(O)F. issue, 
Teissue :- Rom. *exüta, sb. use of fem. of 
pp. *exáütus, for L. exitus, pp. of exire go out 
or forth (see Ex!T). Hence issue vb. xiv. 
prob. f. (O)F. pp. issu, of issir (whence ME. 
isse, ische) += L. exire. 





sist ist repr. F. -iste, L. -ista, -tës — Gr. -istés, 
forming agent-nouns from vbs. in -izein -IZE, 
consisting of the agential suffix -tés added 
to the vb.-stem, as in baptistés BAPTIST. 
Several Gr. words were adopted into classi- 
cal L. (e.g. citharista player on the cithara, 
grammatista grammarian, sophista, tympa- 
nista drummer), and many more by Christian 
writers (e.g. baptista, exorcista, psalmista); 
later it came into regular use for the designa- 
tions of observers of particular tenets or 
rites or the followers of religious leaders 
(e.g. Catharista, Platonista, nóminálista, reà- 
lista). In Eng. and the mod. langs. the suffix 
forms not only agent-nouns having corr. 
verbs in -ize, but analogues of sbs. in -ism 
(e.g. altruism, -ist),and further, without such 
reference, names of followers of a leader or 
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a school, of adherents of a party, and of de- 
votees or practisers of a profession or art, 
e.g. Bonapartist, botanist, Chartist, copyist, 
cyclist, diarist, genealogist, noncorformist, 
philologist, royalist, socialist ; its present wide 
use is typified by such words as artist, casuist, 
florist, Hebraist, humo(u)rist, journalist, 
materialist, novelist, Second Adventist, semi- 
finalist, tobacconist, ventriloquist. Cf, -ISM. 


-ister istoz repr. OF. -istre, by-form of -zste 
-IST (perh. after ministre minister, etc.), as in 
evangelistre, beside evangeliste; so choristre 
(whence ME. +queristre, CHORISTER), so- 
phistre SOPHISTER. 


isthmus is(t)mos, rspmos narrow neck of 
land. xvi. —- L. zst/unus — Gr. tsthmós narrow 
passage, isthmus, perh. f. *idh- go (cf. Gr. 
ithma march, eislíthmé entrance). 


-istic rstik repr. F. -istique, L. -isticus — Gr. 
-istikós, comp. suffix f. -1stés -18T -- -Zkós -1C, 
as in soplüstikós soPHisTIC(AL); but used 
also where there is a corr. vb. in -£zein -IZE, 
and sb. in -ismds -IsM but not a sb. in -istés 
-IST, as in kharaktéristtkés CHARACTERISTIC. 
The use of this suffix was much extended in 
med. and mod. langs., and supplies in 
Eng. the regular adjs. for forms in -IST, as 
well as for some in -1sM where no deriv. in 
-IST exists, as altruistic, Calvinistic, Hellen- 
istic, realistic, socialistic. Some are used as 
sbs., e.g. characteristic, syllogistic(s). An 
alternative secondary form is -iStICAL, 
whence the gen. adv. -i:sticaliv?; there is 
also a parallel -isticATE? for related vbs.; 
e.g. sophistic, -ical, -ically, -icate(d). 


it neuter pron. of the 3rd pers. sg. ; nom. and 
acc. of the orig. demonstrative stem *yi-, 
whence also HE!, HIM, HIS, HER. OE. hit = 
OFris. hit, het, (M)Du. het it, Goth. hita 
this. (The parallel stem *z- is the base of 
OS. it, OHG. iz, G. es it.) Loss of initial A 
(which is retained dial. for emphasis) took 
place at first in unstressed positions, but as 
early as 1200 71 1s found in stressed positions. 
Reduction to £ in enclitic position “e.g. is’t 
for is it) 1s equally early ; in proclitic position 
(e.g. 'tis) 1t 1s common from xv1. The orig. 
g. and d. were HIS, HIM; the present g. is ITS. 
Hence itse'LF. OE. hit self; in XVII-XVIII 
sometimes written its self. 


itacism i-tasizm pronunciation of Gr. 7, e, 
ot, v, ut as i; substitution of 7 for any of 
these in MSS. xix. —- modL. ztacismus, f. 
Gr. ra i‘ta, with ending as in rhotacism. 


Italian ite:ljon pert. to Italy, its people, and 
its language. xv (of handwriting )( Gothic 
XVI) - It. italiano (whence F. italien), f. 
Italia Italy; see -1AN. So Ita-lianare? that 
has become Italian. xvi. - It. ttalianato. 
Italic pert. to a school of philosophy 
founded in Magna Grecia XVI; pert. to 
ancient Italy or its tribes; (7-) of printing 
type introduced by Aldo Manuzio o? Venice 
(see ALDINE) XVIL ~= L. Italicus = Gr. Itali- 
kós: hence ita‘lictzE print in italics XVIII. 
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Ita:lioT(E) pert. to Gr. colonies or colonists 
in ancient Italy. xvi. -Gr. Italidtés. 
I-talo-, used as comb. form of Italian. XVIII. 


itch itf have or feel irritation of the skin 


OE. ; have a restless desire xit... OE gicéan, 
&yécan, corr. to OS. jukkian, (M)Du. jeuken, 
OHG., jucchen (G. jucken), f. Germ. *juk- 
(whence also OHG. jucchido, MLG. jeucte, 
OE. gycpha itch). So itch sb. OE. gyédée. 
q Initial g has disappeared as in if (OE. gif), 
Ipswich (OE. Gipeswic). 


-ite ait suffix corr. to F. -ite and Sp., It. -;to, 


G. -it - L. -ita, -ités ~ Gr. -ités, forming adjs. 
and sbs. with the sense 'pert. to or con- 
nected with’, ‘member of’, as in hoplités 
heavy-armed (soldier), HOPLITE, polités citi- 
zen (see POLITIC). There were many forma- 
tions in Gr. on proper names, as Abderités, 
Stagurités ;in LX XandN.T. and later Chris- 
tian use this type was widely extended for 
the names of sects, heresies, etc., and in late 
L. and the mod. langs .the suffix has been 
used without limit for ‘follower, devotee, or 
admirer’, as in Facobite, Puseyite, Shelleyite, 
Wyclffite ; these tend to be depreciatory and 
when used attrib. or as adj. have often the 
implication ‘having the bad qualities of the 
respective leader or originator'. b. In scien- 
tific terminology, -ite is used after the type 
of Gr.-L. words in -7tés or -ītis in names of 
fossils and minerals (see AMMONITE, ANTHRA- 
CITE, BELEMNITE, HEPATITE, TRILOBITE, on 
which many terms have been modelled, 
with an el. expressing a physical character, 
a locality, or the name of a discoverer, etc.). 
In chemistry, it is used in the names of cer- 
tain organic compounds (e.g. glucoses), and 
in inorganic chem. is the termination of 
salts of acids denominated by adjs. in -ous, 
e.g. nitrite/nitrous. It forms also certain 
names of explosives, e.g. cordite, dynamite, 
lyddite, and of commercial products such as 
ebonte, vulcanite, xylonite. 


item aitom adv. likewise, moreover xiv ; sb. 


Tmaxim, hint ; article in an enumeration XVI ; 
detail of news xix. = L. adv., ‘just sọ’, ‘in 
like manner’, ‘moreover’, f. ita so (cf. synon. 
Skr. iti, ittham, Av. iþa), based on the pro- 
nominal stem *i- (see HE!, IT), with -em as 
in IDEM. Hence item vb. xvii, i-temizE 
(esp. U.S.) xix. 


iterate rtoreit do or say again. XVI. f. pp. 


stem of L. zteráre repeat, f. iterum again, 
compar. formation on the pronominal base 
*1- (cf. Skr. itaras other) ; see prec. and ATE?. 
Cf. REITERATE. So itera’TION. xv. — L. 
iteraTIVE. xv (Caxton). -F. or late L. 
(gram. of a vb. denoting repetition). 


ithyphallic ipifz-lik pert. to the phallus 


carried at the Bacchic festivals ; (pros.) com- 
posed in the metre of Bacchic hymns. XVII. 
= late L. ithyphallicus - Gr. ithuphallikes, f. 
ithiphallos, f. ithts straight + phallés PHAL- 
LUS; see -IC. 


-itic rtik terminal el. of adjs. based on 


forms in (1) -1TE, (11) -1TIs. 


ITINERANT 


jtinerant oiti:noront, iti;n- travelling (spec. 
of justices in eyre). XVI. — prp. of late L. 
itinerári, medL. -àáre, f. L. itiner-, iter jour- 
ney, f. *it- going (cf. comit-, comes COUNT?), 
f. IE. *i- go (L. ive, Gr. iénai) ; see TRANSIT, 
-ANT. Soiti-nerARy route of travel ; account 
of a journey Xv ; guide to travel xvt (Leland). 
—late L. itinerárium; cf. (O)F. itinéraire. 
Cf. AMBIENT, EXIT, INITIAL. 


-ition i-fon suffix repr. F. -ition, L. -itió(n-), 
-itio(1n-), forming nouns of action (see -10N) 
on verbs with pps. in -;t- and -zt-, as positio 
POSITION, auditid AUDITION; medL. exten- 
sion of the application of the suffix is seen in 
fütüritio (Bonaventura). 


-itious! i:jos comp. suffix f. L. -icius, -icius 
+-ous; these L. endings were commonly 
written with ¢ in medL. manuscripts and 
this form was perpetuated in ADVENTITIOUS, 
FACTITIOUS, FICTITIOUS, SUPPOSITITIOUS, etc. ; 
extension of the suffix by analogy is seen in 
ADSCITITIOUS, EXCREMENTITIOUS, etc. 


-itious? r[os repr. L. -:itiósus, -itidsus, f. 
-1110, -iti6 (of various origins) -ITION-+ -6sus 
-OUS, aS in AMBITIOUS, SUPERSTITIOUS ; simi- 
larly NUTRITIOUS, SEDITIOUS. 


-itis artis suffix repr. Gr. -ftis, prop. form- 
ing fems. of adjs. in -ités, used to qualify 
nosos disease, as arthritis (disease) of the 
joints (drthron), pleuritis pleurisy (pleurd 
side, rib). On the analogy of these -itis came 
into use in mod. medical L. terminology for 
names of affections of particular parts, esp. 
of inflammatory disease, as APPENDICITIS, 
BRONCHITIS, MENINGITIS, TONSILLITIS. It has 
been extended in trivial use to the forma- 
tion of sbs. descriptive of a state of mind or 
tendency regarded as a disease, e.g. suffra- 
gitis (Asquith). The deriv. adjs. end in -itic 
i'tik. 

~itous ites comp. suffix f. -zt- of -1ITy + 
-OUS; corr. to F. -iteux, L. -itósus, as L. 
calamitosus, F. calamiteux CALAMITOUS. 


its poss. adj. of zt. xvi (‘Musica Transal- 
pina', 1597 ; in Florio's works 1598, etc.). f. 
IT 4- g. -5; superseded :* (X1v-xvir in litera- 
ture, later dial, which was adopted as an 
unambiguous substitute for Is (OE. to 
XVII}. Not found in the works of Sh. pub- 
lished in his lifetime, but there are exx. in 
the First Folio of 1623; in A.V. 1611 there 
is no ex. of zts, and only one of it (Lev. xxv 5), 
which disappeared from later editions. 


-ity iti in ME. -ite, -itte, repr. (O)F. -ité, L. 
-itátem, nom. -itds, the form in which -tds, 
-tdtem -TY usu. appears, the -i- being a stem- 
or connective vowel, as in sudvitds suavity, 
f. sudvis, püritás purity, f. purus, auctéritas 
authority, f. auctor ; after 1 the suffix became 
-etás, as in pietáds, varietás, f. pius, varius; it 
was added to many adj. suffixes, whence the 
Eng. forms -acity, -ality, -anity, -arity, 
-bility, -idity, -ility, “tity, -ocity, -osity, 
-uity; its organic repr. in OF. was -eté (cf. 
safety, bounty, plenty, and see -TY). Its trivial 


-IZE 


use is illustrated by cuppeity, after tableity 
(tr. Erasmus's menseitas, Gr. tpamelorns 
Diogenes Laertius), womanity (after huma- 
nity). 


«jum iom terminal el. of the names of many 
metallic elements, used first by Davy (1807). 
CADMIUM was based on tcadmia; hence 
sodium on soda, etc. 


-ive iv in ME. if(e), -yf(e) — (O)F. -if, fem. 
-ive t— L. -ivus, -ivum, fem. -iva, suffix added 
mainly to pp. stems, e.g. activus, -iva ACTIVE, 
captivus, passivus, nátivus inborn, NATIVE, 
but also to pres. stems, e.g. cadivus falling, 
f. cadere, and to sbs., e.g. tempestivus season- 
able, f. tempestds TEMPEST. Eng. formations 
on vb.-stems often assume the appearance 
of being of the pp. type, as adoptive, selec- 
tive; see also -ATIVE. Some L., adjs. were 
used sb., as captivus, fugittvus ; of this usage 
there is a wide extension in mod. langs. and 
Eng. (adjective, explosive, missive, sedative). 
In early modEng. the suffix was freq. used 
with the force of -IBLE, esp. in adjs. of nega- 
tive meaning, as in expressive, extensive, in- 
and unexpressive, inflexive, insuppressive. 
@ In hasty, jolly, tardy, the final f of the 
ME. forms hastyf, etc., fell away, leaving an 
ending identical with -v!. 


ivory airvori hard white substance com- 
posing the tusks of elephants, ete. X111. ME. 
tvor, yvor(e), yvory = OF. voire, AN. *ivorie 
(mod. ivoire) = Pr. ivori, evori, avori, Cat. 
bori, lt. avorto, avolio - Rom. *eboreum, f. 
L. ebor-, ebur ivory — a form rel. to Egyptian 
ab, dbu, Coptic ebou, ebu elephant, ivory (cf. 
Heb. shenhabbim ivory, Skr. ibhas elephant). 


ivy avrvi climbing evergreen shrub, Hedera 
Helix. OE. ifig, obscurely rel. to OHG. ebah 
(mod. G. dial. efa, efai, ewich) and the first 
el. of MLG. zflof, iwlof, LG., Du. eilof (en- 
larged with the word LEAF), and OHG. 
ebahewi, MHG. ebehóu, ephóu, G. efeu (en- 
larged with the word nav!) ; of unkn. origin, 

- unless referable to the base of L. IBEX, with 
the sense ‘climber’ (cf. Fris., Du. klimop 
ivy, lit. ‘climb-up’). 


iwis, ywis iwis (obs. or arch.) certainly, 
indeed. xir. MEE. 5etis, iwis, iwisse :- OE. 
gewis = OHG. giwis (G. gewiss); f. Germ. 
#2a-, *21-+ *wissa- ~ *widto-, ppl. forma- 
tion on *zid- know (see WIT); freq. sp. z wis, 
I wis, and misinterpreted as ‘I know’. 


ixia i'ksio (bot.) genus of iridaceous plants. 
xvii. mod. use of L. ixta — Gr. ixid kind of 
thistle. 


izard i'zārd antelope of the Pyrenees. XVIII. 
- F. isard, Gascon tsart, perh. of Iberian 
origin. 

-ize, -ise aiz suffix of verbs, repr. F. -iser 
= Sp. -izar, It. -izzare — late L. -izáre - Gr. 
-izein, which was used to form both intr. 
and trans. vbs. ,as barbarizein play the barba- 
rian, side with barbarians (f. bárbaros BARBA- 
RIAN), thesaurízein treasure up (f. thésaurós 
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TREASURE). 'l'hose formed on national, secta- 
rian, or personal names were primarily intr. 
(cf. ATTICIZE, HELLENIZE) ; these and others 
connected with early Christianity were 
latinized in HI or Iv (cf. BAPTIZE, EVANGEL- 
IZE, CATECHIZE, ANATHEMATIZE, SCANDALIZE, 
etc.); later medL. formations are typified 
by CANONIZE, SYLLOGIZE. Many verbs have 
come into Eng. through French, in which 
they are spelt with s, with the result that -ise 
has been generalized, and is retained, as 
against -?ze, in the practice of some printing 
houses ; exx. are ctviliser CIVILIZE, humaniser 
HUMANIZE. ‘The two orig. uses of the Gr. 


jab d3zb thrust or poke roughly. xix. var., 
orig. Sc., of Jos}. 

jabber d3e-bo1 talk fast and indistinctly. 
XV (Promp. Parv.). imit.; a contemp. var. 
(now dial.) is javer. IHence as sb. xvii (Mil- 
ton has jabberment). 


jabers dzeitborz in Ir. phr. be (i.e. by) 
Jab(b)ers, Tapers (Cripes), euphem. deforma- 
tion of JEsus d3é-zas (CHRIST). XIX. 


jabiru d3z'biru large tropical wading bird. 
XVIII. Tupi-Guarani. 


jabot 3æ'bou frill on the bosom of a shirt, 
etc. XIX. = F., ‘bird’s crop’, ‘shirt-frill’, 
prob. f. a base *gab- crop, maw, gullet, to 
which many Rom. words are referred. 


jacamar d3akomai1 bird of the family 
Galbulide. | xix. ~ F. jacamar~ Tupi- 
Guarani jacamaciri (Marcgrave, 1648). 


jacana d3z-kana bird of the family Parride. 
XVII. prop. jagana-Pg. jagand =- Tupi- 
Guarani jasand., 


jacaranda dzekore:ndo (ornamental and 
fragrant wood of) tropical Amer. trees. 
xvin. Tupi-Guarani. 


jacare d3ze'korei S. Amer. alligator. xvii. 
Tupi-Guarani. 


jacinth d3z-sinb precious stone. x11. ME. 
tacin(c)t — OF. tacinte (mod. jacinthe) = Pr. 
jiacint, etc., or medL. zacintus, L. hyacinthus 
HYACINTH. 


jack! dzek in numerous transf. applica- 
tions of the name Jack to implements and 
machines, or their parts, the male of animals 
(cf. jackass), fishes (esp. pike, orig. young 
or small pike), etc., from xvi. Hence jack 
vb. (with up) hoist with a jack (lifting 
machine); (sl.) ruin ; give up, abandon. xix. 


jack? d3ek A. tjacket; (arch.) leather or 
iron-plated tunic xiv; B. (leathern) vessel 
for liquor xvi. —(O)F. jaque, of much dis- 
puted origin, perh. immed. — Sp., Pg. jaco 
(whence also It. giaco), of Arab. origin. 


J 


suffix remain in present usage with specializa- 
tion in certain fields, viz. ‘make or conform 
to, treat in the way of, what is expressed’, 
‘make that which is denoted by the base of 
the deriv.’, ‘act like or in accordance with’, 
‘follow a certain practice’, ‘treat according to 
the process of’ (an inventor, scientist, etc.), 
‘charge, impregnate, or influence with, con- 
vert into’. The corr. nouns of action end in 
-ÁZA'TION, and agent-nouns in -1zER!, 

izzard i:zo1d (arch. or dial.) name of the letter 
ZED. XVIII, Also uzzard (xvii to mod. dial.), 
tezod (xv1), with other dial. vars. (izzat, tzot, 
uzzit). 


jack? dszek ship's fiag smaller than the en- 
sign. XVII. prob. spec. application of JACK! 
as to an object of a size smaller than the 
normal. comp. jack-staff. XVII. 


jack* dsexk (fruit of) an E. Indian tree, 
Artocarpus integrifolia. xvir (Jaca, Purchas ; 
Jack, Giack, T. Herbert; Jawk, Fryer). 
= Pg., jaca = Malayalam chakka. 


Jack dzek pet-form of the name J'ohn x11; 
figure of a man on a clock xv ; Tfellow, chap 
XVI (cf. mod. every man jack XIX) ; sailor XVII 
(Fack-Sailor; cf. Jack Tar xviii); knave of 
a card suit XVII ; (also j-) male worker xvit 
(jack-of-all-trades; cheap-jack, steeple-jack 
xix). ME. Jacke, Iakke (disyll.) used from 
the first as familiar by-form of John, perh. 
through dim. Jankin; the resernblance to 
F. Jacques James (:— Rom. *fa-cobus, for L. 
Jacó:bus JACOB) is a difficulty. Forms the 
first el. of various phrasal designations simu- 
lating proper names, nicknames, etc., as 
Jack-a-Lent, Jack-in-the-box, Tack Straw, 
Jack-a-dandy, Jack-a-lantern (— wiLL o' 
THE WISP), fack-pudding (buffoon); also in 
plant names, esp. of small species. 


jackal dze-k5l animal of the dog kind, 
known as ‘the lion’s provider’ ; fig. one who 
drudges for another. xvir. — (with assim. 
to Jack) Turk. chacdl —- Pers. shagál, shaghál, 
rel. to Skr. srgála, (rgála; so F. chacal, 
whence Pg. chacal, It. sciacallo, G. schakal. 
Formerly str. jacka'l. 


jackanapes dsze'koneips Tape; pert aping 
fellow, coxcomb. xvi. First recorded, 
c. 1450, as a nickname (Jac(k) Napes) of 
William de la Pole, first Duke of Suffolk, 
whose badge was an ape’s clog and chain; 
later, used a quasi-proper name for an ape 
and a man who performs ape-like tricks; 
and hence as above. This use of JACK is 
paralleled in Jack Straw, nickname of one 
of the leaders of the peasants’ revolt of 1381 ; 
the origin of Napes is unkn.; the extended 
form jack anapes suggests assoc. with Naples 
(cf. fustianapes for fustian of Naples). 
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JACKAROO 


jackaroo d3zekorü: Englishman newly ar- 
rived in Australia. xix. f. JACK, with ending 
from KANGAROO. 


jackass d3ze*kzes he-ass xvimt (Arbuthnot; 
fig. dolt, blockhead x1x); laughing j., giant 
kingfisher of Australia, so called from its 
loud discordant cry xvii. f. Jack! (denoting 
the male)-+ Ass. 


jackboot d3e*kbit large boot reaching 
above the knee. XVII. f. Jack} (of uncertain 
application) + BOOT’, 


jackdaw dze‘kdi, (formerly) dzekdd: the 
bird Corvus monedula. xvi (Bale). f. jack! 
+ DAW. 


jacket d3z kit outer short upper garment 
with sleeves. xv. = OF. ja(c)quet, dim. of 
jaque JACK"; see -ET. 


ja‘ck-knife large clasp-knife. xviii (1711). 
orig. Amer.; presumably based on some 
application of JACK!. A suggested connexion 
with JOCKTELEG (dial. jacklag, -leg) cannot 
be maintained. 


jacob ds;erkob male personal name, being 
that of the third patriarch in the O.T. (see 
Gen. xxv, etc.), Heb. ya'ágób ‘supplanter’, 
whence Gr. Jdkobos, ecclL. Jacobus (see 
JAMES); in Jacob's ladder (i) garden plant 
Polemonium caeruleum, the leaves of which 
have a ladder-like appearance XVIII, (ii) rope 
ladder with wooden steps for ascending 
rigging XIX. Q In Jacob’s staff instrument 
for taking measurements (XVI); the reference 
is unknown. 


Jacobean dzekobi:on J. Lily, Sprekelia for- 
mosissima (named after St. James the 
Greater) XVIII; pert. to the age of James I 
(spec. of a style of architecture); pert. to St. 
James the Less or his epistle xix. f. modL. 
J'acóbzus, f£. Jacóbus ; see JACOB, -EAN. 


Jacobin! dzæ'kəbin A. Dominican (friar), 
orig. French member of the order so called 
from the church of Saint-Jacques (L. Jacó- 
bus) in Paris near which they built their first 
convent xiv; B. member of a French poli- 
tical club established at Paris 1789 near the 
old convent of the Jacobin friars XVIII 
(Burke). - (O)F. Jacobin - medL. Jacóbinus. 


Jacobin? dzæ'kəbin breed of the domestic 
pigeon with reversed feathers on the back 
of the neck suggesting a monk's cowl. xvit. 
— F. jacobine, fem. of Jacobin (see prec.). 


Jacobite! dzłæ'kəbait member of a mono- 
physite sect taking its name from Jacobus 
Baradæus, of Edessa (v1). xıv (Maund.). 
= medL, Jacõbīta; see -ITE. 


Jacobite? dzz'kobait adherent of James II 
of England after his abdication, or of his 
family. xvir. f. L. Jacobus JAMES -+ -ITE. 


Jacobus d3ekou:bes (hist.) Eng. gold coin 
of James I's reign issued as the SOVEREIGN. 
xvi. —ecclL. Jacõbus JAMES. 


jaconet d3-kénet cotton fabric, orig. from 
India. xvin. alt. of Urdu jagannathi, 


JALAP 


f. Xagannáth(puri) 'TJuggernaut-town', in 
Cuttack, the place of origin. 
jactation d3zekter[on boasting xv1i; (path.) 
tossing of the body to and fro xvii. =- L. 
jactátió(n-), f. Jactáre toss about, discuss, 
boast, frequent. of jact-, jacere throw (cf. 
Gr. hiénai); see -ATION. So jactita- TION 
tossing of the body, twitching. xvir. -medL. 
jactitatio(n-) false declaration tending to 
someone’s detriment, f. jactitdre, frequent, 
of Jactáre. 


jade! dzeid poor or worn-out horse XIV 
(Ch.); reprehensible woman or girl xvi. Of 
unkn. origin. 


jade? dzeid hard mineral used for imple- 
ments, etc. XVIII. — F. jade; le jade was for 
earlier lejade — Sp. ijada (in piedra de ijada 
‘colic stone’) :- Rom. *iliata, f. L. ilia 
flanks (cf. 1L1ac). Cf. synon. NEPHRITE. 


jag deg (dial.) stab, prick; slash, pink xiv; 
make ragged xvI. First in w.midl., varying 
with jogge; not common before xvi; prob. 
of symbolic formation; cf. RAG, TAG, JOG. 
Hence jag sb. something slashed or ragged. 
XV. jaggED! d3e-pid. xv (Promp. Parv.). 


jager, jaeger jergor German rifleman or 
sharpshooter, orig. infantryman recruited 
mainly from foresters XVIII; skua xIx. —G. 
Jäger hunter, £. jagen (OHG. jagón— OF ris. 
jagia) hunt, chase. Cf. YAGER. 


jaggery d3z'gori coarse brown sugar. xvi 
(gagara, iagra). — Indo-Pg. jag(a)ra, jagre 
— Canarese sharkare = Skr. sarkard SUGAR. 

jaghire d5agio:1 assignment of the king's 
or government's share of the product of a 
district to a person as an annuity. XVII. 
— Urdu - Pers. jágir, f. jà place -- gir hold- 
ing, holder. 

jaguar d;z'gjuer large animal of the cat 
kind, Felis onca. xvir. — Tupi-Guarani 
jaguara, said to be prop. generic for carni- 
vorous beast, the spec. name of the jaguar 
being Jaguareté. 

Jah ds5;à in Eng. Bibles repr. Heb. Yah, 
shortening of Yahwe(h) JEHOVAH. XVI. So 
Jah-vism ja:vizm religious system based on 
the worship of Jahveh ; Jah-visT any of the 
authors of the Hexateuch who use Jahveh 
as the divine name )( ELOHIST XIx. 


jail see GAOL. 


Jain d3ain non-Brahmin sect of India. xix. 
— Hindi jaina :— Skr. jainas pert. to a saint, 
f. jinas saint, buddha, lit. overcomer, f. ji 
overcome. 


jakes dseiks (arch.) privy. xvi (iakes, 
ia(c)ques, iaxe). Of unkn. origin; perh. 
trivial use of the proper name Jacques (see 
Jack) or of the g. of Jack, quasi Fak(k)es. 


jalap d3z'lop, d3o:lop purgative drug from 
Exogonium (Ipomcea Purga); the plant 
itself xvu. — F. jalap - Sp. jalapa, short 
for purga de Jalapa (Tt Xalapa) — Aztec 
Xala'pan ‘sand by the water’, f. xalli sand + 
ail water +- pan upon, near. 
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JALOUSIE 


jalousie 3z:luzi blind made with slats 
sloping upward from without. xix. -F. 
Jalousie JEALOUSY, applied to such a blind or 
shutter because it allows of seeing without 
being seen. Prob. - It. gelosia 1n this sense. 
q Cf. tjealous glass translucent glass that 
cannot be seen through (xvir). 


jam! dzæm press or squeeze tightly, wedge, 

ram. xvill. Of symbolic origin; cf. cham, 
CHAMP. Hence jam sb., act or result of 
jamming. XIX. 


jam? dzæm conserve of fruit boiled to a 
pulp. xvin. perh. identical with prec. sb. 


jamb d5zem side-post of a door, etc. xiv. 
— (O)F. jambe leg, vertical supporting piece 
= Pr., Cat. camba, lt. gamba :- Rom. 
*camba (*camba) leg, in late L. hoof, veteri- 
nary breeder's term — Gr. (cf. kampé flex- 
ure, joint). Q Final b has become mute as in 
comb, lamb, tomb, womb; in limb and thumb 
it is not original. 


jambo d3ze:mbou species of Eugenia (rose- 
apple, etc.), XvI. — vernacular reprs. of Skr. 
jambu, -à xose-apple. 


jamboree da3zmborr noisy revel; boy 
scouts' festival. xix. Of unkn. origin. 


James d3eimz T7. Royal, silver coin of 
James VI of Scotland xvi; (sl.) sovereign; 
burglar's jemmy xix. = OF. James = Pr., 
Cat. Jaume, Jacme, Sp. Jaime, it. Giacomo = 
Rom. *Ja:comus for L. Ja'cobus, altered form 
of Jacõ'bus JacosB. Cf. JEMMY. 


jame see JEAN. 


jangada dzenga-do raft of logs or of boats 
fastened together. xvi. — Pg. jangada 
- Malayalam  changádam — Skr. samghata 
joining together. 

jangle d3z‘ngl tchatter, babble x111 (Cursor 
M.); talk angrily or harshly; also trans. xiv; 
cause (a bell) to give out a discordant sound 
xvii (Sh). - OF. jangler, gengler — Pr. 
Janglar, prob. - Germ. form repr. by (M)Du. 
jangelen. 


janissary, janizary d3e-nizori one of the 
Sultan of Turkey’s bodyguard; ‘Turkish 
soldier; henchman. xvi. Early forms repr. 
various Rom. forms, the present prevailing 
sp. reflecting F.janissatre ; cf. It. giannizzero, 
Sp. jenizaro, Pg. janizaro, modL. jeni-, jani- 
zari; all ult. = Turk. yeñitsheri, f. yefit new, 
modern + tsheri soldiery, militia (= Pers. 
charīk auxiliary forces). 


janitor dze-nits1 door-keeper. xvir. - L. 
janitor, {. janua door, f. janus arched passage 
(cf. JANUARY); see -TOR. 


Jansenist d3z-nsonist adherent of Cornelius 
Jansen (d. 1638), bishop of Ypres, Flanders. 
XVII; see -IST. Also + fanse-nian. XVII. 


January dzæ'njuəri first month of the year. 
xiv. —L. Jünuárius, sb. use (sc. mensis 
month) of adj. of Janus, name of an ancient 
Italian deity figured with faces looking for- 


JARGOON 


wards and backwards; see -Anv. Thence 
also, or from Rom. *jenuarius, Pr. jenovier, 
januer, Sp. enero, tjenero, Pg. janeiro, It. 
gennaio, gennaro. 'lbe earliest Eng. forms 
are leniuer, leneuer, laneuer (xi) - AN., 
OF. Jeneuer, Genever (mod. janvier), the 
type faniveer surviving dial., together with 
the semi-latinized Janwar (Burns). 
japan ds5sopze:n exceptionally hard varnish, 
which came orig. from Japan. xvir. Lake 
other Eur. forms of the proper name (F., Sp. 
Japon, Pg. Japão, It. Giappone, Du., G., etc., 
Japan) ult. — Malay Japang, Japung — Chinese 
Fih pun sunrise, orient (= Jap. Nippon), f. jih 
(Jap. nz) sun -+ pun (Jap. pon, hon). Hence vb. 
xvii. Hence Japanese. xvVII. 


jape dseip TÀ. trick ; tB. have carnal know- 
ledge (of); C. jest. xrv (PPL, Ch., Wyclif). 
Appears to combine the form of OF. Japer 
(mod. japper) yelp, yap, with the sense of 
OF. gaber mock, deride (cf. GAB). Hence 
jape sb. xiv. €] Because of its use in sense 
B it became gen. obs. during xvi, but was 
revived with sense C in xix by Scott and 
Lamb. 


Japhetice d5ofe:tik pert. to Japheth, one of 
the sons of Noah (Gen. v 32, etc.), whose 
descendants were supposed to have peopled 
Europe and Northern Asia; hence some- 
times applied to the Indo-European lan- 
guages. XIX. f. modL. Japhet: descendants 
of Tapheth ; see -1c. Cf. Hamitic, Semitic. 


japonica dyoponiko gardener’s name for 
certain plants of Japanese origin, of which 
the specific name is japonica; fem. of modL. 
Jjaponicus JAPANESE. 

jar? d3az harsh sound; discord, strife xv1; 
(from the vb.) act of jarring xix. So jar vb. 
sound harshly, make a discord (Skelton); 
cause to vibrate; be at discord or strife. XVI. 
Early vars. are gerre, ter, charre; prob. imit. 


jar? d3àz (orig. large) earthen vessel of cylin- 
drical form. xvi. — F. jarre = Pr. jarro, Sp., 
Pg. jarra, It. giarra — Arab. jarrah. 

jar? d3ài in phr. Tat jar, (up)on the jar; see 
AJAR. 

jardinière 341di-nisar ornamental vessel 


for the display of flowers. xix. F., fem. of 
jardinier GARDENER. 


,jargon d3a-1gen (arch.) twittering or chat- 


tering of birds xiv (Ch.); meaningless talk 
XIV; debased or hybrid language; speech 
peculiar to a trade or profession full of gen. 
unfamiliar terms XVII. Late ME. iargo(u)n, 
girgoun, gargoun — OF. jargoun, gergon, gar- 
gon = Pr. gergó, It. gergo, -one ; cf. Sp. jerga, 
gerigonza, tgirgonz, Pg. giria, geringonça,; 
ult. origin unknown. 

jargonelle d5àigone:l early variety of pear 
(orig. an inferior gritty kind). xvi. =F. 
jargonelle, dim. of jargon JARGOON (cf. -EL?). 

jargoon dz3aigiivn variety of zircon. XVII. 
— F. Jargon — It. giargone ; prob. to be identi- 
fied ult. with ZIRCON. 
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JARL 


jarl jail chieftain of ancient Scandinavia. 
xix. ON, = OE. eorl EARL. 


jarrah d3e:ra mahogany gum-tree of W. 
Australia. xrx. —native name djarryl, jerryhl. 


jarvey ja-avi (sl.) coachman. XIX. — Jarvis 
(personal name so used in Grose's 'Dictio- 
nary of the Vulgar ''ongue', 1796), var. of 
Jervis, Gervase (F. Gervais) ; perh. so applied 
in allusion to St. Gervase’s emblem, a whip 
or scourge (he having been beaten to death 
with a leaded scourge). 


jasey, jazy dserzi (worsted) wig. XVIII. 
perh. alteration of JERSEY, so called because 
made of Jersey yarn. 


jasmine d3z°smin, jessamine dze:somin 
climbing shrub, Jasminum officinale, with 
white or yellow flowers. xvi. The two 
forms (of equal date) repr. F. jasmin (= Sp. 
jazmin, Pg. jasmim) and Tjessemin — Arab. 
yás(a)min - Pers. yásmin, yàsman (cf. Gr. 
tdsmé, 1asmélaion, idsminon mutron Persian 
perfume, perh. oil of jasmine). Earlier 
tjasme (XVI). 


jasper d3a-spez precious stone. xiv. - OF. 
jaspre, var. of jaspe = Pr. jaspi, Sp. jaspe, It. 
iaspide — L. iaspis (-id-) - Gr. íaspis (-id-), 
of Oriental origin (cf. Heb. yashpeh, Ass. 
ashpii, Arab. yashb, Pers. yashm). 

jaundice d35:ndis, d3a-ndis disease marked 
by yellowness of the skin, etc. xiv. =- OF. 
jaunice (mod. -isse) ‘yellowness’, f. jaune 
yellow (:- L. galbinu-s, f. galbus, ult. rel. to 
YELLOW) 4- -ce :—- L.. -ztia. 

jaunt d3ōnt, dzānt tride (a horse) up and 
down; Ttrudge about xvi ; make a short trip 
xvi. Also contemp. sb. Of unkn. origin. 


jaunty  d3»nti  Twell-bred;  Telegant; 
sprightly. xvir. In early use jentee, juntee, 
ja(u)ntee — V. gentil. 3áti (see GENTLE, GEN- 
TEEL); assim. later to adjs. in -v!. 

javelin dzæ'vəlin light spear thrown with 
the hand. xvi. —- (O)F. javeline, alteration 
of javelot, prob. of Celtic origin (Olr. gabul, 
W. gafl, gaflach). 


jaw d35 one of the bones forming the frame- 
work of the mouth, containing the teeth 
xiv (Ch., Wycl. Bible, Trevisa); (sl.) offen- 
sive or tedious talk xviir (Smollett). Late 
ME. iow(e), later iawe, with occas. vars. 
gew, gowe, beside tchaw (xvi-xvii), perh. 
by blending with cHEw; of unkn. origin. 


jawbation see JOBATION. 


jay dzei bird of the genus Garrulus. XIII. 
- OF. jay (mod. geai) = Pr. gai, Sp. gayo, 
Pg. gato :- late L. gaius, beside gata (whence 
Venetian It. gazza); the word has been 
identified with the L. proper name Gaius 
(cf. the use of other personal names, as 
jackdaw, robin, F. richard, jacques, colin, 
Du. wouter). 


jazerant, jesserant dzæ'zərənt, d3e's- 
(hist.) light coat of armour. XIV (gess-, jesse- 
raunt). — OF. jaseran(t), -enc — Pr. jazeram, 





JEMIMA 


Pg. jazeráo, beside Sp. Jacerina, Pg. jazerina, 

It. ghiazzerina; orig. adj. in OF. osberc 

(hauberc) jazerant, Sp. cota jacerina,f. Arab. 
al| jazirah the island (see AL-?), pl. Aljazàá ir 
Algiers. 

jazz ds3zz kind of ragtime dance, music to 
which it is danced. 1917. orig. U.S.; Fas as 
a pet-form of Charles, name of a Negro 
musician, has been suggested. 


jealous dze‘las suspicious of rivalry XII; 
zealous (for) x1v; (dial.) suspicious XVI; 
suspiciously vigilant xvii. ME. gelus, ielus 
- OF. gelos (mod. jaloux) = Pr. gelos, Sp. 
zeloso, It. geloso :—- medL. zélósu-s, f. ChrL. 
zélus~ Gr. zélos ZEAL; see -ous. @ For- 
merly also scanned as three sylls. So jea:- 
lousv?. xin. ~ OF. gelosie (mod. jalousie). 


jean dzin twilled cotton cloth. xvi. orig. 
te(a)ne, ge(a)ne fustian; attrib. use of Jene, 
Gene = OF. Janne (mod. Génes) :- medL. 
Janua Genoa. 'The F. form with -s is repr. 
by Eng. geanes, jennes (xvi), U.S. jeans. 


jeep d3ip small utility motor truck. orig. 

U.S. xx. f. initials G.P. d3i pi ‘general 
purposes’, prob. infl. by Eugene the Jeep, 
name of animal in U.S. comic strip by 
E. C. Segar. 


jeer dior scoff (at) with derision. xv1. 
Earliest forms are gy(e)re, geere; of unkn. 
origin; fleer and leer have affinities of form 
and meaning. 


jehad var. of JIHAD. 


Jehovah ds;ihouvo the Lord God. xvi 
(Tindale, Exod. vi 3, 1530). alt. of the 
sacred tetragrammaton nW JHVH of the 
Hebrews, the ineffable name of the Almighty, 
produced by the insertion of the vowel- 
points repr. the vowels ’(d@), 6, d of Adonai 
as a direction to substitute this for the in- 
effable name (as 1s done by Jerome in Exod. 
vi 3). It is held that the orig. name was 
Jahve(h), Yahze(h). 


Jehu d3i-hja (fast) driver. xvir (Dryden). 
Allusive use of the name of Jehu, ‘the son of 
ms for he driveth furiously’ (2 Kings 
IX 20). 


jejune d3idsü:n unsatisfying, meagre. XVII. 
= L. jéjünus fasting, barren, unproductive, 
meagre; cf. DINE. 


jelly d3e:li article of food consisting chiefly 
of gelatin. xiv. ME. geli, -y(e) - (O)F. gelée 
frost, jelly = Pr. gelada, Sp. helada, It. gelata 
frost :— Rom. geldta (Reichenau Glosses), sb. 
use of fem. pp. of geldre freeze, f. gelu frost 
(cf. CONGEAL). Hence je-Ilied xvi; (back- 
formation) jell vb. orig. U.S. XIX. 


jemadar dzemədār officer below a subah- 
dar, etc. xvir. - Urdu jama'där, f. Pers. 
jama‘at body of men ( jama‘ collection) + där 
holder. 

jemima dz3imai'mə made-up tie XIX; pl. 
elastic-sided boots xx. Appellative use of 
the female name Jemima, eldest of the daugh- 
ters of Job (Job xlii 14). 
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JEMMY 


jemmy dge'mi burglar’s crowbar. 
dim. of JAMES; see -v*. 

je ne sais quoi jensekwa indescribable some- 
thing. xvIII (Blount, Aubrey). F., ‘I know 
not what’. 


jennet dze'nit small Spanish horse. xv. 
— F. genet — Sp. jinete short-stirruped light 
horseman — Arab. Zendta Berber tribe 
famed for horsemanship. 

jenneting de: nitig early kind of apple. 
xvii. f. F. Jeannet, pet-form of Jean JOHN, 
as in Norman F. pomme (apple) de Jeannet; 
cf. pere tonette (PPl., Ch.) and for the end- 

. ing see -INGÌ. In XVII-XVIII sp. junetin(g), 
juneating. 

jenny d3e-ni pet-form (see -x*) of Janet (or 
Fane), used as a prefix to denote a female 
animal, as j. ass, j.wren (xvii), and in the 
names of machines, as spinning-j. (XVIII). 


XIX. 


jeofail d;e:feil (leg.) mistake in pleading. 
XVI. ~ AN. jeo fail I am at fault, i.e. feo 
(F. je) I, fail, 1st pers. pres. ind. sg. of faillir 
FAIL. 

jeopardy d3e-paidi ¢chess problem ; T (even) 
chance; risk of injury or death. xrv (Ch.. 
Barbour). - OF. iu (eu, giu) parti ‘divided 
play’, even game, (hence) uncertain chance, 
uncertainty (= Cat. joch partit, Sp. juego de 
partido, medL. jocus partitus, 1.e. jocus game, 
JOKE, partitus, pp. of partiri divide, PART). 
For the change of t to d cf. CARD, DIAMOND, 
MOUND ; forms with b for p were frequent in 
XV-XVI, as in LEOPARD; for the sp. eo cf. 
leopard, people. A shortened form Tjeopard 
was current XIV-XVII ; cf. jeo:pard vb. xiv 
(disused from c. 1650 to c. 1820), which was 
superseded by jeo:pardizxz (xvii). 

jequirity d3ikwi riti woody twining shrub, 
Indian liquorice. XIX. — F.jégwirity - Tupi- 
Guarani jekiriti. 

jerboa d33ibou-o small rodent, Dipus 
sagitta, remarkable for its jumping powers, 
xvi. —medL. jerbóa — Arab. yarbu', dial. 
jerbó' flesh of the loins, hence applied to the 
animal from the highly-developed muscles 
of its hind legs ; in F. gerbo, -boise, Sp. gerbe, 
-basia. 

jereed dzori-d wooden javelin. xvir. - Arab. 
jarid midrib of the palm-leaf, rod, lance. 


jeremiad dserimarzd lamentation. XVIII. 
= F. jérémiade, f. Jérémie — ecclL. Jeremias 
Jeremiah, in allusion to the Lamentations 
of Jeremiah in O.T.; see -ADI 

jerfalcon see GERFALCON. 
jerk! ds34k Tstroke with a whip; sharp sud- 
den pull or thrust. xvi. gen. synon. with 
tjert (xv1) and the earlier YERK; all three 
forms may be phonetically symbolical in 
origin, 

jerk? d33ik cure (beef) by cutting it into 
strips and drying it. xvi. An earlier form 
is found in tjerkin beef (XvI1); repr. Amer. 
Sp. charquear, f. charqui — Quichua echarqui 
dried flesh in long strips, and echarquini pre- 
pare dried meat. 


JESUS 


jerkin d53-kin close-fitting jacket. 
Of unkn. origin. 


XVI. 


jeroboam derobou:2m large bowl or wine- 
bottle. xix (Scott). So called in allusion to 
Jeroboam, ‘a mighty man of valour’ (1 Kings 
x1 28), ‘who made Israel to sin’ (ibid. xiv 16). 


jerry! dse:ri (sl) chamber-pot. xix. Sup- 
posed to be short for prec; cf. v*. 


jerry’ dze-ri (collog.) unsubstantial(ly), as 
in jerry-built, -builder, -building. xix. Said to 
have arisen in Liverpool ; recorded in Lanca- 
shire, Yorkshire, and Cheshire glossaries. 


jerrymander see GERRYMANDER. 


jersey d35-1z1 (Jersey) worsted xv1; knitted 
close-fitting tunic XIX. Name of the largest 
of the Channel Islands, in which the knitting 
of worsted articles was a staple industry (cf. 
larnsey worsted 1583). Cf. GUERNSEY. 


Jerusalem d;orü:selem in A.V., O.T. Ieru- 
salem, N.T. Hierusalem, the latter repr. a 
Hellenized form with initial aspirate and 
consequent assim. to herds holy, the former 
deriving from Gr.!HPOYCAAHM, which prob. 
approximates to the earlier pronunc. Yerii- 
shalém of the Heb. name (interpreted as 
‘possession of peace’). F. ARTICHOKE (XVII). 


jess dzes (chiefly pl.) straps for a hawk's 
legs. xiv (ges). —- OF. ges nom. sg. and acc. 
pl. (mod. jet cast) = Pr. jet, Cat. get, It. getto 
:- Rom. *jectus, for L. jactus throw, f. jacere 
(cf. EJECT). 


jessamine see JASMINE. 


Jesse dse'si genealogical tree repr. the de- 
scent of Jesus Christ from 'the root of Jesse' 
(Isa. xi x), the father of David (1 Sam. xvi 
12). XV. J. window, one containing a J. tree. 

jest daest Tdeed, exploit xii; Tidle tale xv ; 
mocking speech; witticism, joke xvi. ME. 
geste — OF. geste, jeste = Pr. gesta history, 
race ~ L. gesta doings, exploits, n. pl. of 
pp. of gerere do, perform (cf. GERENT). 

Jesuit dze:zjuit member of the Society 
of Jesus, founded by Ignatius of Loyola 
in 1534. XVI. -F. Jésuite or modL. 
Fésuita, f. féstis+--ita -1TE. Hence Jesui-ti- 
CAL XVI; after F. jésuitique. 

Jesus dar sos, Jesu d3rzju the Founder of 
Christianity. Not used in OE., in which it 
was rendered by H&lend Saviour; in ME. 
(xi) not usu. written in full, but almost 
always in the abbreviated forms ihu and ths, 
ihus, ihe, ihu, etc. (see IHS); repr. ChrL. 
lésüs, obl. cases Jesi — Gr. Jésotts, [ésott ~ late 
Heb. or Aramaic yéshia‘, for earlier y’héshua‘ 
Joshua, which is explained as ‘Jah (or Jah- 
veh) is salvation’. In early mod. Eng. bibles 
lesu was the distinctive form for the obl. 
cases; it was frequent in the earlier forms 
of the Book of Common Prayer, and sur- 
vives in the Gloria in excelsis Deo and 
the General Confession at Morning and 
Evening Prayer. Jesus’ is often pronounced 
as if Fesu’s d3i-zjaz. Editors of ME. texts 
have usu. expanded the form ihs as ihesus, 
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JET 


but such spellings first appear in print late 
in XV. In asseverations shortened to gis(se), 
1ysse, Iis (xvi); in modir. and U.S. exclama- 
tory use deformed as JABERS, jebers, jeepers, 
jee-whizz. 
jet! daet hard black form of lignite. xiv 
(Ch., Trevisa). ME. geet, jeet, later jeat, 
jeit~ AN. geet, *jeet, OF. jaiet, jayet (mod. 
jais) :- L. gagátés =- Gr. gagátés, f. Gdgai 
town in Lycia, Asia Minor. 


jet? dset Tproject, protrude, jut xvr; spout 
forth xvii. - (OJF. jeter throw, cast, fling, 
dart — Pr. getar, Sp. jetar :- Rom. *jectàre, 
for L. jactáre (see JACTATION). Hence 
(partly - F. jet) jet sb. Tprojection ; Tswag- 
ger; stream of water, etc., shot out. XVII. 

jetsam dze-tsam goods thrown overboard 
to lighten a vessel and afterwards washed 
ashore. xvi. Early forms jetson, -sen, later 
-sam (cf. FLOTSAM), contr. form of JETTISON. 


jettison dzetisan action of throwing goods 
overboard. xv. — AN. getteson, OF. getaison 
$= L. jactatid(n-), f. jact-, jactdre; see JET’, 
“ATION. ‘The contr. form jetson, JETSAM 
having become restricted to the concr. sense, 
the earlier form was restored in the language 
of marine insurance to distinguish the action 
(xviir). Hence jettison vb. throw over- 
board (often fig.). XIX. 

jetty dze:ti pier running out into the sea, 
etc. ; Toverhanging upper storey. xv. — OF. 
jetee, getee projecting part of a building, 
structure to protect a harbour, sb. use of 
fern. pp. of jeter throw; see JET? and cf. Jur. 

jeu 36 play. xvi. F. :- L.jocu-s pleasantry, 
jest, which repl. L. lidus play in Rom. 

Jew d3ü person of Hebrew race. xu (Gi, 
Gyu, Iu, Iuzo, Ieu). — OF. giu, eatlier juiu 
(mod. juif):- L. jüdau-s — Gr. ioudaios, f. 
Aram. y'hüddi, Heb. y'hüdi, f. y'hüdàh 
Judah, name of a Jewish patriarch and the 
tribe descended from him. OE. had pl. 
Tudeas, early ME. Iudeow (Orm). Jew's EAR 
fungus growing on trees, esp. the elder (on 
which Judas Iscariot, acc. to legend, hanged 
himself) xv1 ; mistr. of medL. auricula Juda 
Judas's ear. Jews! HARP, earlier Jews’ TRUMP 
(xvi), rudimentary musical instrument, the 
ascription of which to Jews is unexpl. Hence 
JewisH* dsü'if. xvi; OE. had Iudeisc, early 
ME. Tudaysse, Tudissk (Orm). Jewnv d3uo'ri 
Jews’ quarter, ghetto x11; Jews; tJudea, 
Palestine x1v. — AN. juerie, OF. juierie (mod. 
juiverie). 


jewel da3ü'sl fcostly ornament of gold, 
silver, or precious stone XIII (fig. ‘treasure’, 
‘gem’ XIV); precious stone, esp. as an orna- 
ment xvi. ME. iuel, towel, gewel = AN, juel, 
jeuel, OF. joel (nom. sg. joiaus ; mod. joyau), 
whence Pr., Sp. joyel, It. gioiello; of doubt- 
ful formation, but ult. based on L. jocus jest, 
in Rom. game, sport. So jew-eller?. xiv. 
- AN. jueler, OF. juelier (mod. joaillier). 
jewellery, jewelry in ME. (xiv) = OF. 
juelerie (mod. joaillerie), in mod. use (XVIIL) 
a new formation. 


JIGGLE 


Jezebel dya-zibal shameless woman. xv1. 
Allusive use of the name of the infamous 
wife of Ahab, king of Israel (1 Kings xvi 31, 
xix 1, 2, xxi, and 2 Kings ix 30-37). 


jib! dsib (naut) triangular stay-sail xvii 
(gibb) ; phr. cut of one’s jib personal appear- 
ance (orig. a naut. metaphor) xvii (orig. 
Amer.) Of unkn. origin; poss. abbrev. of 
GIBBET, with ref. to the suspension of the 
sail from the mast-head. So jib vb. (naut.) 
pull a sail round xvii; synon. with Da. gibbe, 
Du. gijpen, G. geipen, but the initial cons. 
is against any immed. connexion; cf. GYBE. 


Jib? d3ib projecting arm of a crane. XVIII. 
perh. abbrev. of GIBBET and so identical with 
prec. 


jib* dzib (of a horse, etc.) stop and refuse 
to go on. XIX (gib, Jane Austen; 72bb, Scott). 
Of unkn. origin; remarkably like OF. giber 
kick, regiber (mod. regimber), whence ME. 
(once) regibben, but no historical connexion 
may be supposed. 


Jibbah d5ibá Egyptian var. of JUBBAH. 
jibe see GIBE, GYBE. 


jiboya dsiboro great boa. xvir (giboya, 


Purchas). — Tupi giboia. 


jiffy d3i-fi (colloqg.) moment, minute. XVIII. 
Of unkn. origin; poss. rel. to jiffle fidget 
(xvir-mod. dial.) Also jiff. xvi. 


jig dzig lively springy dance, music for this; 
tlively ballad, light dramatic performance; 
(dial., sl.) joke, sport, game. xvi. Of unkn. 
origin; meaning and chronology do not 
favour deriv. from OF., gigue stringed instru- 
ment, fiddle (in senses ‘dance’ and ‘dance 
tune’, prob. from Eng.) = Pr., It. giga, of 
Germ. origin (cf. G. geige fiddle). The mod. 
(XIX) applications to various mechanical de- 
vices are from jig vb. in the sense ‘move 
rapidly or jerkily up and down or to and fro’ 
(XVII), an extension of ‘sing or play as a jig’ 
(xvr), which most prob. derives from the sb., 
not from OF. giguer gambol, sport. 


jigger! dzi'gər tdancer of a jig XVII; (naut.) 
small tackle; and in various names of me- 
chanical contrivances similar to those called 
jig XVIII. f. prec. +-ER}. 


jigger? d3i-go1. xvi. Later var. of CHIGOE. 


jiggered dzi-goid in (colloq.) I’m jiggered, 
euphem. substitute for a profane or indecent 
word. xix (Marryat, Dickens). 


jJiggery-pokery d5igori pou:kori (colloq.) 
underhand or tricky dealing. XIX. synon. 
with and perh. alteration of Sc. and north. 
dial. jookery pawkery (Scott), earlier juwkry- 
pawkry (xvii), jingling formation on (dial.) 
jouk dart, dodge, duck (xvi, G. Douglas), of 
unkn. origin ; see -ERY. 


jiggle d3rgl move restlessly with slight 
jerks. xix. Partly f. jie vb. + -LE?; partly 
modification of JOGGLE, to express smaller 
movements, 
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JIG-SAW 


JOEY 





Jig-saw d5rgso vertically reciprocating saw. 
XIX (orig. U.S.). f. JIG+SAwW. 


jihad, jehad d3iha-d religious war of Mo- 
hammedans against unbelievers. x1x. Arab. 


jill d3il var. of G1Li*. XVII. 


jilt dgilt tloose woman xvii (an old cheating 
gilt, Wycherley); ‘a woman who gives her 
lover hopes, and deceives him’ (J.) xvir. ʻA 
new canting word’ in Blount’s ‘Glosso- 
graphia’ of 1674, of unkn. origin; hence as 
vb., the earliest recorded ex. of which (1660) 
shows a wider sense of ‘deceive, cheat’. 


jiminy d3imini trivial oath. xvir. Earlier 
gemini, prob. of L'Du. origin (cf. LG. jemini, 
., Du. Jemine, perversion of Jesu Domine 


O Lord Jesus). 


jim-jam dz3i-md3em fA. fanciful or trivial 
article xv1; B. pl. (orig. U.S.) delirium tre- 
mens xIx. Fanciful redupl. formation with 
vowel-alternation, as in flum-flam, whim- 
wham, but the basis is unknown. 


jimmy dzimi var. of JEMMY. 


Jingle d3iggl give forth a combination of 
ringing sounds. xiv(gynglen, Ch.). imit. ; cf. 
JANGLE, Du. jengelen, G. klingeln (OHG. 
klingilón) ; sp. with g- continued till xrx. 


jingo dzitngou Recorded first (xvi1) in con- 
juror’s patter, usu. hey or high jingo, as a call 
for the mysterious appearance of something 
(opp. to hey presto), of unkn. origin; then 
(Motteux’s Rabelais, 1694, tr. F. par Dieu) in 
by jingo!, a vigorous asseveration. The use 
of this excl. in the refrain of a music-hall 
song (1878) by G. W. Hunt, viz. ‘We don’t 
want to fight, yet by Jingo! if we do, | We’ve 
got the ships, we’ve got the men, and got 
the money too’ |, gave rise to the slogan of 
those who supported Lord Beaconsfield in 
his resistance to the Russian advance on 
Turkey in 1878 and to the use of jingo as a 
nickname for such supporters, whence it 
became a gen. term for advocates of a belli- 
cose policy in dealing with foreign powers., 
Hence ji-ngoism. 1878. 


jink d3ink quick turn so as to elude xviii 
(Burns); high jinks tfrolic at a drinking- 
party xvir, lively or boisterous sport XIX. 5o 
jink vb. move with sudden quick motion, 
make a quick elusive turn. xvii (Ramsay). 
orig. Sc., of unkn. origin. 


jinn dsin in Mohammedan demonology, 
(one of) an order of spirits. xvil (dgen). 
= Arab. jinn, pl. of jinni GENIE (also jinnee 
d3īni XIX). 


jinricksha  dsinrrkía light two-wheeled 
man-drawn vehicle. xix. - Jap. jin-riki-sha, 
f. jin man-+-riki strength, power- sha vehicle. 
Cf. RICKSHAW. 


jinx dsigks (U.S.) person or thing that 
brings bad luck. xx. Of unkn. origin. 
jirga(h) dsio-1ga assembly of chiefs of 
Afghan tribes. xix. Pushtu. 


jitter d3itox. (U.S.) act in a nervous way. 
XX. So jitters sb. pl, ji: ttery!. xx. 


jiu-jitsu var. of JUJITSU. 


job dob pierce to a slight depth as with a 
pointed object. xv (Promp. Parv.). Of sym- 
bolic origin, expressive of a brief forcible 
action ; cf. BOB?, STAB (Tstob), JAB, DaB!. 


job? dsob piece of work xvi (Jobb of werk); 
transaction, operation XVII; position of 
employment xix (orig. U.S. colloq.). poss. 
transf. use of tjob piece, lump (xiv), cart- 
load (xvi), of unkn. origin. 


Job d3oub patriarch of the O.T. taken as a 
type of destitution and of patience. XVI. 


jobation dzoubei-fon f. tjobe rebuke, repri- 
mand (xvii), f. Jon, in allusion to the lengthy 
reproofs addressed to him by his friends; 
see -ATION. @ The var. jawba‘tion shows 
assim, to JAW. 


jobbernowl d5o:boxnoul stupid head, block- 
head. xvi. f. tyobard (— F. jobard, f. OF. jobe 
stupid, silly)-+ NOLL. 


Jock dzok Sc. var. of Jack; rustic (cf. 
HopGE) xvi. 


jockey dzo‘ki pet-form of Jock ; man of the 
people; lad xvi; thorse-dealer ; professional 
rider in horse-races xvii. f. Jock 4- -ey, -x*. 
Hence as vb. ride as a jockey Xix; play the 
‘jockey’ with, outwit, trick XVII. 


jocko, jacko d3o-kou, d3z*kou chimpanzee. 
xix. — F.7ocko (Buffon, 1766), deduced from 
engeco, prop. ncheko, native name in the 
Gaboon country, W. Africa. 


jockteleg dya-ktaleg (dial) clasp-knife. 
xvii. In earliest use Sc., in the form Jock 
the leg, later jocteleg; referred by Lord 
Hailes (c.1776) to Jacques de Liege (James of 
Liége), said to have been found inscribed 
on an old knife as the name of the cutler, 
but there is no confirmation of this. 


jocose d3dkous characterized by sportive 
wit. XVII. = L. jocõsus, f. jocus; see JOKE, 
-OSE. So jocular dzə'kjůləı disposed to 
joking; said or done in jest. XVII. — L. jocu- 
lāris, f. joculus, dim. of focus. 


jocund dgo-kend, dgou:kond merry, cheer- 
ful. xiv (Ch.). - OF. jocond, jocund = Sp. 
jocunde, It. giocondo — L. jócundus, late form 
of jucundus pleasant, agreeable (i= *juvt- 
cundus), f. juváre help, delight (cf. AID). 


jod see yop. jodel see YODEL. 


jodhpurs d3o-dpaiz riding breeches tight 
from knee to ankle. xix. f. Jodhpur, name 
of a town in Rajasthan (Rajputana), India. 


joey! dzou‘i young kangaroo. XIX. Native 
Australian (Kangaroo Island) joé. 


joey? d5ou'i (sl.) fourpenny piece. XIX. dim. 
of foe, pet-form of Joseph ; said to have been 
named after Joseph Hume (d. 1855), who 
pressed for their coinage; see -Y°. 
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JOG 


jog dsog fstab, prod; give a slight push to, 
nudge; intr. move as with a jolting pace. 
XIV. In late ME. in w.midl. texts, varying 
to some extent with jag and T7ug, all sym- 
bolical of stabbing or jerking movement; 
not common in literature before xvi. Hence 
joggLE? ds;o:gl shake to and fro. xvi (G. 
Douglas). 


Johannine d3ouhz-nain pert. to the apostle 
and evangelist John. xix. f. ecclL. Johannes 
JOHN -+ -INE?. 


johannisberger dyouhe‘nisb31igez white 
wine produced at Johannisberg in the Rhein- 
gau, Germany. XIX. 


John dgan one of the commonest Jewish 
and Christian names (the name of two saints 
of the N.T., John Baptist and John Apostle 
and Evangelist). ME. Iohan, Ion, later Ihon, 
Iohn, fohn (sp. being based partly on abbrevs. 
of the L. form, Ihes, Ihdés, Iohs, etc.) — late 
L. (Vulgate) Jéannés (medL. lohannés) 
-N.T. Gr. Jddnnés- Heb. ydxdndan, for 
ywhéxdanan, expl. as ‘God (Jah) is gracious’. 
Cf. OF. Jehan (mod. Jean), Sp. Juan, Ít. 
Giovanni, G., Du., etc., Hans, Russ. Ivan, 
W. Ieuan, Ifan, Gael. Iain, TEoin, lr. Sean 
(Shane). See also Jack. John Bull typical or 
individual Englishman; from the name of 
a character repr. the Eng. nation in Arbuth- 
not’s satire ‘Law is a Bottomless Pit’, 1712. 
John Dory xvii. Hence johnny®, -IE 
d3o:ni (7-) pet-form of John ; transf. fellow, 
chap. XVII. 


join doin put or bring together XIII 
(RGlouc.); come or be put together c.1300. 
—joign-, pres. stem of (O)F. joindre = Pr. 
junher, Sp. uncir, ufür, lt. giungere :— L.. 
jungere, f. IE.*jug- (see YOKE). So joi:ndzrn? 
joining. xvir (Sh.). —- legal AN. joinder, sb. 
use of OF. joindre. joint dsoint articula- 
tion, as of bones XIII; part so joined XIV; 
(U.S.) place of resort (orig. of meeting), esp. 
for illicit purposes XIX. -— OF. joint and 
jointe, sb. uses of m. and fem. pp. of joindre. 
joint adj. joined, combined (now only 
attrib.) xiv; holding or held in conjunction 
xv. =(O)F. joint, pp. of joindre. jointure 
dsoi:ntjfoi Tjunction, joint xiv (Ch., Wycl. 
Bible); holding of property jointly, sole 
estate limited to the wife xv. — (O)F. jointure 
= Pr, jontura, Sp. juntura, It. giuntura = L. 
juncttira JUNCTURE. @ The pronuncs. d;ain, 
d3aint (still dial.) are shown by rhyme xvir- 
XVIII. 


joist dzoist one of the timbers on which the 
boards of a floor, etc., rest. xtv. ME. giste, 
gyste, early mod. tust = OF. giste beam sup- 
porting a bridge (mod. gîte) = sb. use of L. 
jacitum, n. pp. of jacére lie down (cf. ADJA- 
CENT). @ The development to joist is paral- 
leled by hoist. 


joke d3ouk something said or done to excite 
laughter. xvii (joque, Eachard). orig. sl.; 
poss. — L. jocus word-play, jest ; cf. G. jucks, 
jux joke, spree, and Du.jok jest. So joke vb. 


JOSTLE 


xvil. Hence jo:ker! jester, merry fellow 
XVIII; something used in playing a trick; 
odd card in a pack (orig. U.S.) xix. 


jolly d3o-li (arch.) of gay disposition, lively, 
festive, jovial; Tgallant, brave; Tconfident ; 
Tamorous XiV; splendid, fine; delightful, 
nice. XVI. ME. jolif— OF. jolif, (later and 
mod.) joli tgay, tpleasant, pretty = Pr., 
OCat. 7oliu (whence It. giulivo, OSp. juli), 
perh. f. ON. jól midwinter festival, feast, 
vULE, after *fest;f FESTIVE. Q Final f was 
lost as in kasty, tardy. 


jolly-boat dgzə'libout ship’s boat. XVIII. 
prob. alteration of app. synon. Tjolywat, 
gellywatte (xv—xvi1), of unkn. origin. 


jolt d5oult move with jerks from one’s seat 
XVI; Tbutt, nudge xvii. synon. with some- 
what earlier Tjot, but the origin of both 
words is unkn., as also of the formally corr. 
first el. of jolthead large clumsy head, block- 
head (xvr). 


jongleur 35-glér itinerant minstrel in 
medieval France. xvin. =F, TORE T, 
alteration of jougleur (OF. jogleor) :- 
joculdtorem jester (see JUGGLER). 


jonquil d3a-nkwil species of narcissus. XVII. 
In early use junquilia ~ It. giunchiglia; the 
present form is- modL. jonquilla or F. 
jonquille — Sp. junquillo, dim. of junco :— L. 
juncu-s rush, reed. Formerly pronounced 
da^: nkwil. 


jordan d35-1den turinal ; chamber-pot. xiv. 
— medL. jurdanus, of unkn. origin. Q Early 
forms with u do not support the conjecture 
of deriv. from the river Jordan. 


Jordan almond fine variety of almond 
grown esp. at Malaga, Spain. xv. Late ME. 
tardyne, jarden; in medL. amigdalum jardi- 
num (jardanum) ; prob. — (O)F. or Sp. jardin 
GARDEN; the present form is found in 
Gerarde (1597) and shows assim. to Jordan 
(cf. prec.). 


jorum d35-ram large drinking-bowl. xvir 
(Fielding). perh. f. name of Joram, who 
‘brought with him vessels of silver, and 
vessels of gold, and vessels of brass’ (2 Sam. 
viii 10). 

joseph d5ouzif A. in plant-names, name of 
the spouse of the Virgin Mary. xvi; B. long 
(riding-)cloak; f. name of the patriarch 
Joseph of the O.T., in allusion to the outer 
garment which he left behind him (see Gen. 
xli 48-57). 


joss dz3əs Chinese idol. xvir. perh. ult. 
— Pg. tdeos, deus = L. deus god (cf. DEITY), 
through Javanese dejos; cf. Du. Joosje, josie. 


jostle dga-sl tmeet with in an encounter 
XIV ; (trans. and intr.) knock or push (against) 


XVI. f. just, JOUST 4- -LE ;? the formerly pre- 
vailing form was justle. 
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JOT 


jot dgot least part or point. xvi (Tindale). 
Formerly also iote, toate~L. ita (pro- 
nounced jó'ta) — Gr. zóta IOTA; cf. Sp., Pg. 
jota, G. jot, Tjodt. Hence (presumably) jot 
dzot vb. set down in the briefest form. XVIII 
(Ramsay). In earliest use Sc., familiarized 
by Galt and Scott. 


joule dz3ual, dgaul electrical unit, named 
1882 after James Prescott Youle, English 
physicist. 

jounce dgauns jolt, bump. xv (Promp. 
Parv.). Of unkn. origin, like several other 
vbs. in -ounce, viz. bounce, flounce, pounce, 
trounce, all of which are applied to kinds of 
abrupt or forcible movement. 


journal d33-inal A. fdiurnal (service-book) 
XIV ; Titinerary ; daily record of transactions ; 
record of events xv1; daily newspaper XVIII. 
B. part of a shaft or axle that rests on the 
bearings XIX (1814). - OF. jurnal, jornal 
(mod. journal) sb. use of journal adj., for 
earlier Jornel :— late L. diurndlis DIURNAL (cf. 
AJOURN). Sense B is first recorded from R. 
Buchanan’s ‘Shafts of Mills’ and ‘Millwork’, 
in which Journey is given as synon. ; the use 
presumably arose in Scottish workshops, but 
its raison d’être is unknown. Hence jour- 
nalisT. xvi1 ; cf, F. journaliste (1704) ; whence 
journalistic. xix (Carlyle); journalism 
XIX (1833 in a review of a F. work ‘Du 
journalisme") ; after F. (1781). jou:rnalize 
enter in 2 journal XVIII; practise journalism 
XIX. 


journey d33:ni Tday's travel; spell of 
travel, esp. by land xir1; (dial.) day's work 
(hence i in Journeyman, orig. one qualified to 
work for day wages) XIV; amount produced 
in a day's work (e.g. at the British Mint) XVI. 
— OF. Jornee (mod. journée day, day's work 
or travel) = Pr., Sp. jornada, It. giornata :- 
Rom. *diurnata, f. L. diurnum daily portion, 
in Rom. langs. day, sb. use of n. of diurnus 
DIURNAL. 50 jou:rney vb.travel. XIV. - AN. 
journeyer. 


joust dsaust, d3üst combat of two men-at- 
arms on horseback. xit. — OF. juste, Jouste, 
f. juster (mod. jouter) bring together, unite, 
engage on horseback (whence joust vb. 
XIII) — Pr. jostar (whence Sp. justar, lt. 
gtostrare) :- Rom. *juxtáre come together, 
encounter, f. L. juxtà near together, rel. to 
jugum YOKE, Jungere JOIN. 


Jove ds3ouv Jupiter. xiv (Ch.). By Jove xv1. 
See next. 


jovial dzou:viol Tunder the influence of the 
planet Jupiter, regarded astrol. as the source 
of happiness; characterized by mirth. XVI 
(Spenser, Drayton). = F. jovial (xvi) = It. 
gtoviale, f. Giove Jove, Jupiter :- L. Jovem, 
Jovis, etc., obl. cases of OL. Jovis (for which 
classical L. had the comp. with pater father, 
Juppiter, JUPITER, corr, to Skr. dyads pitd 
‘heaven father’; cf. DEITY, DIVINE); see -IAL. 
Earlier tjovy ‘jovial XV-XVII is -= late L. 
jovius; Jo'vian (Palsgr.) = F. jovien. 


JUDAS 


jowl d3oul, d3aul Jaw, jawbone; as in phr. 
cheek by jowl, which repl. cheek by cheek. 
XVI. Later form of chale, reduction of ME. 
chauel, OE. ceafl, corr. to OS. *kabal (in 
d. pl. kaflun), Flem. kavel gum, rel. to MHG. 
kivel, Du. kevel. 


jowl? dzoul, dzaul dewlap, crop, wattle. 
XVI. Later form of ME. cholle (x1v), OE. 
éeole, -u = OS., OHG. kela (G. kehle), 
throat, gullet, synon. with ME. choller, 
OE. éeolur = OHG. kelur (cf. Skr. gala). 


jowl? dzoul, daaul head. (xiv; jolrap head- 
rope.) Later form of cholle (xiv), of unkn. 
origin ; of the three sbs. jowl, j7-forms appear 
earliest in this. 


joy d3zoi pleasurable emotion ; state of happi- 
ness. XIII. — OF. joie, joye (mod. joie) — Pr. 
joia, Sp. joya, It. gioia :- Rom. *gaudia, fem. 
for L. gaudia, pl. of gaudium joy (whence 
Pr. Joi), f. gaudere. So joy vb. trejoice xii 
(Cursor M.); TENJOY xiv. ~ OF. joir (mod. 
jouir) = Pr. gaudir += Rom. *gaudtre, for 
L. gaudére rejoice, f. *gawedh- (cf. synon. 
Gr. gétheín, f. *gageth-). So joy-ANCE. 
XVI (Spenser). joyous. xiv. — AN. foyous, 
OF. joios (mod. joyeux). 


jubbah d54: bo, d4u:bba outer garment of 
Moslems and Parsees. xvi. — Arab. jubbah 
(whence also F. jupe skirt, Pr. jupa, Sp. 
aljuba, It. giubba, giuppa). Cf. JIBBAH. 


jube d3ü-bi rood-loft, choir-screen. XVIII. 
— EF. jubé - L. jubé, imper. of jubere bid, 
eub first word of the formula Tube, domine, 
benedicere Sir, bid a blessing, addressed by 
the deacon to the celebrant before the read- 
ing of the Gospel, which, in some places, 
was done from the rood-loft. 


jubilation dzūbilei'fən exultant rejoicing. 
xiv (Wycl. Bible). - L. jübilátió(n-), f. jübi- 
ldre (rustic word) call, halloo, (in Chr. 
writers) shout for joy; see -ATION. Also 
ju:'bilar. xvii (Milton). Q Not orig. rel. 
to next, 


jubilee dsi-bili year of emancipation and 
restoration of the Jews, kept every 50 years 
(see Lev. xxv); fiftieth anniversary. XIV. 
- (O)F. jubilé (corr. to Sp. jubileo, It. gtubi- 
leo). — ChrL. jübileus (sc. annus year) - 
(with assim. to jubildre; see prec.) ChrGr. 
idbélaios, f. idbélos — Heb. ydbél jubilee, orig. 
ram, (hence) ram’s horn, with which the 
jubilee year was proclaimed. 


Judaic didetik Jewish xvii; earlier Juda-- 
ICAL xv. — L. Jüdaicus - Gr. Ioudaikds, 
f. Ioudatos Jew. So Judaism d3i-deiizm 
Jewish polity. xvr. — ChrL. judaismus - 
Gr. Joudaismós (2 Macc. ii 21), f. Joudatos. 
So Ju:damzx. xvi. - ChrL. j4daizaáre = Gr. 
toudatzein (Gal. ii 14). 


judas d3ü:dos opening through which one 
can look without being seen, XIX. = F. judas, 
transf. use of the name of the disciple who 
betrayed Jesus Christ (Matt. xxvi 48 ). 
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JUDGE 


JUNCTION 





judge d3ad3 officer appointed to administer 
the law; arbiter, umpire. xiv. ~ OF. juge = 
Pr, jutge, Sp. juez, It. judice, Rum. jude :- L. 
jüdicem, nom. jüdex, f. jüs right, law 4- -dicus 
speaking (see DICTION). So judge vb. xIrI. 
—(O)F. juger = Pr. jutjar, Sp. juzgar, It. 
giudicare t= L. judicare. ju-dg(e)MENT. XIII 
(RGlouc.). — (O)F. jugement, f. juger. judg- 
matic, -ICAL d3ad3me‘tik judicious, XIx; 
after dogmatic. 


judicature dzü'dikotfuox action or office of 
a judge; body of judges. xvi. - medL. 
judicatira, f. pp. stem of judicdre JUDGE; 
see -URE. 


judicial d;udi:fol pert. to judgement or a 
judge xiv; giving judgement XVI. = L. jūdi- 
ctális, f. jüdicium judgement, f. jadic-, jüdex 
JUDGE; see -IAL. So judi:cious exercising 
good judgement. XVI. = F. judicieux = It. 
giudizioso, Sp. juicioso. 


Judy dg3ia-di wife of Punch. xix. Pet-form 
of the female name Judith. 


jug; ds4g deep vessel with a handle for 

holding liquid. xvi. prob. a use of the 
proper name Jug, pet-form of Joan, Joanna, 
and Jenny. sl. prison. XIX. 


jug? d3ag imit. of the notes of the nightin- 
gale. xvi (Skelton). 


juggernaut dsa‘goinit ( 7-) title of Krishna, 
avatar of Vishnu; idol of this carried in an 
enormous car, under which (it was once 
said) devotees threw themselves. XVII; also 
fig. — Hindi Jagannath - Skr. Fagannatha, f. 
jagat- world 4- náthds lord, protector. 


juggins da ginz (sl) simpleton. c. 1880. 
perh. a use of the surname Fuggins, f. Jug 
(see JUG?) + suffix as in Dickens, Jenkins, 
Tomkins; cf. earlier muggins. 


juggler d3aglor tfjester, buffoon; tmagi- 
cian, wizard; conjurer. xil. MEE. iugelere, 
iugelour, iogeler - OF. jog-, jug-, jouglere, 
acc. jogleor, etc. (cf. JONGLEUR) = It. gioco- 
latore :— L., joculátor, -àtórem (whence OE. 
geogelere), f. joculári jest ; also OF. jogler = 
Sp. juglar, It. giocogliere :- medL. joculdris 
buffoon, sb. use of the adj. (see JOCULAR). 
So ju'ggleryY. xiir. — OF. juglerie. Hence 
(or - OF. jugler) ju:ggle. xiv. 


Jugoslav, Yugo- jügouslà:v Southern Slav, 
pert. to the state of Jugoslavia (proclaimed 
30 Oct. 1918). xix (Yougo-Slav, after F.). 
Austrian German, f. Serb jugo-, comb. form 
of jug south+S.av. 


jugular dza-gjiilor pert. to the neck or 
throat. xvi. — late L. juguldris, f. L. jugu- 
lum collar-bone, dim. of jugum YOKE; see 
-AR. 


juice d3üs liquid part of vegetables and 

fruits, xiII (iuys). — (O)F. jus — L. gus broth, 
sauce, vegetable juice (cf. Skr. yüs, OSI. 
Jucha soup, broth, Gr. zumé leaven), f. *jeu- 
mix. 


ju-jitsu, -jutsu d;üd5rtsu, -da4:tsu sys- 
tem of wrestling and physical training. xix. 
- Jap. Jajutsu (pronounced d5udsitsu), f. ju 

hinese jeu soft, yielding) + Jutsu, jutsz 

(Chinese shu, shut) science. 

ju-ju dzü-d3gü W. African fetish. xIx. gen. 
thought to be — F. joujou plaything, redupl. 
formation on jouer play = L. jocdre. 

jujube d3ü'd3üb edible fruit of species of 
Zizyphus xiv; lozenge of the shape of or 
flavoured with this xix. - (O)F. jube or 
medL. jujuba, ult-L. ztizyphum -= Gr. 
ztzuphon. This became in Rom. zizipus, 
zizupus, later *zizubo, *zuzubo, whence, 
with change of z to j, and the use of n.pl. as 
fem. sg. as in plant-names, jujuba. 


julep dsirlep sweet or syrupy liquor. xiv. 
— (O)F. julep, corr. to Pr. julep, Sp. julepe, 
It. giulebbe, medL. julapium — Arab. julab — 
Pers. guladb rose-water, f. gul rose4- àb water. 

julienne 3Zlj:n vegetable soup. xix. F. 
(xviii), for potage à la julienne, f. proper 
name Jules or Julien (the reason is unkn.). 


July dgulai- seventh month of the year. 
xin. =~ AN. Jjulie—- L. Jülius (sc. mensis 
month), so named after Caius Julius Caesar, 
who was born in this month, the orig. name 
Quin(c)tilis being changed to Julius after his 
death and apotheosis. The unexpl. str. Fuly- 
established since Johnson's time. Q Fuly- 
flower is a perversion of GILLYFLOWER. 


jumble! dza'mbl tintr. move about in dis- 

order; tmake a confused or discordant 
noise; mingle in confusion. xvi. Partly 
synon. with late ME. Tjumpere, tjombre 
(Ch., Usk), both app. being formed on a 
symbolic base with iterative or frequent. 
suffix. sb. medley, disorder. XVII. 


jumble? dza'mbl (now U.S.) sweet cake, 
formerly made in rings. XVII (jumbal). perh. 
a use of gimbal, GIMMAL. 


jumbo d34:mbou big clumsy person, ani- 
mal, etc. xIx (early). prob. the second 
element of MUMBO-JUMBO. 


jump dzamp move or be moved up and 
down as with a leap or spring XVI ; leap over 
Xxvi1; (U.S. and Colonial) take summary 
possession of (a claim) XIX. prob. imit. of 
the sound of feet coming to the ground ; cf. 
bump, thump. Words of similar form and 
meaning are It. dial. tzumpá, dzumbd, jum- 
pai, G. gumpen, Da. gumpe, Sw. dial. gumpa ; 
but these can have no direct contact with 
the Eng. vb. Hence jump sb. xvi. 


jumper d34:mpoei loose garment for the 
torso. XIX. prob. rel. to (obs. or dial). jump 
man's short coat, woman's bodice (xvii), 
perh. alteration of Tjup (xvin) - F. juppe, 
var. of jupe (see JUBBAH). 

junction d34'pkfon joining. xvii. -L. 
junctio(n-), f.junct-, pp. stem ofjungere JOIN ; 
see YOKE, -TION. Cf. F. jonction. So ju:nc- 
tURE place of joining xiv (Wycl. Bible); 
convergence of events xvi. — L, junctūra 
joint (cf. JOINTURE). 
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JUNE 


June dzūn sixth month of the year. 


XIII. 
-(O)F. juin = Pr. junh, Sp. Junio, It. giugno 
s- L. Fiuniu-s (sc. ménsis month), var. of 
Sünóntus sacred to the goddess Juno. ME. 
juyn (ion) was refash. after L. 


jungle dz4'ngl (orig.) waste land; (hence) 
land overgrown with underwood. XVIII. 
— Hindi, Marathi jangal :— Skr. jangala dry, 
dry ground, desert. @ Hence G. dschungel, 
F. jungle. 


junior d3i-nior younger XVII; of lower 
standing xviir; sb. xvi. — L. jánior (:- *ju- 
venior), compar. of juvenis YOUNG. 


juniper d3iinipor genus of coniferous trees. 
xiv. ~ L. jiniperus. Cf. GENEVA, GIN?. 


junk! dgzank old rope xv (hence, worthless 
stuff, rubbish xx); salt meat used on long 
voyages (compared to pieces of rope) XVHI. 
Of unkn. origin. 


junk? dgyank native sailing vessel, esp. of 
the China seas. xvi. — F. fjuncque (mod. 
jonque), Pg. junco, or Du. jonk — Javanese 
djong, Malay edjong. 


junker ju:pkor young German noble ; spec. 
reactionary member of Prussian aristocracy. 
XVI (but not common till xix). G.,for earlier 
junkher(r),f. MHG. junc YOUNG 4- herre (mod. 
herr) lord, compar. of hêr exalted, eminent. 


junket d3a:gkit (rush) basket for fish xiv 
(Wycl. Bible); dish prepared with cream, 
orig. laid in or on rushes Xv; Tdainty dish or 
confection; feast, banquet xvr. -(O)F. 
jonquette, f. jonc rush :- L. guncus; cf. Pr. 
juncada, medL. juncata. In the last two 
senses preceded by tjunkery (xv—xv1). 


junta dz4:nto (in Spain and Italy) delibera- 
tive or administrative council xvi1; body of 
men combined for a common (political) 
purpose XVIII. — Sp., Pg. junta (whence F. 
junte) = It. giunta :- Rom. sb. use of fem. 
pp. juncta of jungere JOIN; cf. JOINT. In the 
latter sense often also juvnto (xvir), with 
ending assim. to Sp. sbs. in -o (cf. -Apo). 


Jupiter dzü pito: supreme deity of the 
ancient Romans XIII (in earliest use Zubiter) ; 
largest of the planets xir; (alch.) Ttin xiv 
(Ch.) ; T(her., in blazoning by the names of 
heavenly bodies) azure xvi. — L.; see JOVIAL. 
Used in several plant names, esp. tr. L. g. 
Jovis, e.g. Jupiter's beard, Barba Jovis. 


jurassic dzure-sik (geol.) pert. to oolitic 
formations of which the Jura mountains 
chiefly consist. xIx. ~ F. jurassique, f. Jura, 
after friassique TRIASSIC. 


jurat! dsuo' ret municipal official or magi- 
strate in the Cinque Ports, the Channel 
Islands, and some French towns, etc. xv. 
— L. jürátus (cf. foll.); so F. jurat. 


jurat? d3uo'rzet (leg.) memorandum of the 
swearing of an affidavit. xvii. — L.jüraátum, 
pp. n. of jZráre; see JURY. 





JUSTIFY 


juridical dzuridikol pert. to judicial pro- 


ceedings. xvi. f. L. jüridicus, f. jür-, jus law 
(with Indo-Iranian cogns.) + -dicus saying, 
f. dicere say (see DICTION). So jurisconsu:It 
one learned in the law. xvr (Bacon). ~L. 
jürisconsultus, f. juris, g. of jüs -- consultus. 
jurisdiction  d5uorisdrk[on exercise of 
judicial authority. xixi (Cursor M.). Earliest 
forms iure-, iuridiccioun — OF. jure-, (also 
mod.) juridiction, later conformed to the orig. 
L. jürisdictió(n-); f. jüris -- dictio declaration ; 
see JURY and DICTION. jurisPRU'DENCE Tskill 
in law xvit (Coke); system of law XVII; 
science of law xvill. — late L.. jürisprüdentia 
(in Cicero priédentia juris). jurist d3uarrist 
tlawyer xv (Caxton); legal writer XVH 
(Bacon). = F. juriste or medL. jurista, f. jür-, 
Jūs. juror! dzuə'rəı member of a jury. XIV 
(PPI, Wyclif). — AN. furour s= L. jūrātōrem. 
jury dsuo:ri company of men sworn to 
give a verdict. xiv. Late ME. ?uree - AN. 
Juree (in this sense) — OF. jurée oath, juridi- 
cal inquiry, inquest — (AL. jurdta) sb. use of 
pp. fem. of L.jüráve swear, f. jür-, js, an old 
term of law and religion; cf. JUDGE, JUST; 
see -yY", 


jury-mast ds;uo'rimàst, -most (naut.) tem- 
porary mast. xvi. The first el. is perh. 
identifiable with *iuerie, recorded as i(u)were 
‘ . 2: ` ` 
remedium’ in Promp. Parv., which may be 
aphetic deriv. of OF. ajurie aid, f. aju- pres. 
stem of aidier AID d--rie -RY ; see MAST?, 


jussive dz4siv (gram.) expressing com- 
mand. xiX. f. juss-, pp. stem of L. jubére 
command, prob. f. IE. *;eudh- set in motion, 
repr. in Balto-Slavic, Gr., and Indo-Iranian 
with various sense-developments ; see -IVE. 


just dszast righteous, fair; well-founded; 
proper, correct, fexact. xIv. —(O)F. juste 
- Pr. just, Sp. justo, It. giusto ~ L. jüstus, 
f. jūs (cf. JURY). Hence just adv. exactly, 
precisely xiv; precisely (now or then); not 
more than, barely xvir; not less than, quite 
XVIII. Cf. F. juste. 


just see JOUST. 


justice d3a'stis exercise of judicial authority 
XII; judicial officer, judge xir; quality of 
being just xiv; rightfulness xvi (Sh.). Early 
ME. tustise (Peterborough Chron., Vices 
and Virtues) — (O)F. justice = Pr., Sp. justi- 
cia, It. giustizia — L. justitia righteousness, 
equity, f. jüstus JUST ; see -1CE. So ju:sticER? 
(hist.). xiv (R. Mannyng). = AN. justicer, 
OF. justicier - medL.  justiciar  -r[ia: 
(hist. or obs.) xv, justiciary -i[iori xvi. 
— medL. justitidrius ; see -AR, -ARY. 


justify dza'stifai tjudge, condemn, punish; 

show to be just; make good, verify 
XIV; ‘maintain the justice of; make exact, 
adjust (esp. printing type) xvi. — (O)F. 
justifier - ChrL. jüstificáre do justice to, 
vindicate, f. justus JUST: see -FY. So justi- 
ficA: TION. XIV (theol. xvi). - (O)F. or ChrL. 
ju'stifiagrE. xvi. - F 
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JUT 


jut dsat project, stick out. XVI. vat. of JET?, 
by assim. to Tjutty (XV) project, also Tjetty 
(xvi), and Tju£ty (xv) pier, JETTY. 

jute da3üt fibre from the bark of Indian trees 
(genus Corchorus) used for canvas, etc. 
XVIII. — Bengàáli Jjhóto, jhuto :- Skr. jüta, 
var. of Jatàá braid of hair. 

Jute d5üt member of one of the three Low 
German tribes which invaded and settled in 
Britain. xiv (lutes, 'Trevisa). repr. medL. 
Jutzx, Futi pl. (Bede), in OE. Eotas, Jotas (cf. 
Icel. Idtar people of Jutland in Denmark). 


juvenile dga-vonail young, youthful xvii 


KANA 


(Bacon); sb. young person XVIII. = L. juve- 
nilis, £. juvenis YOUNG; see -ILE. TZuvenal 
sb. is earlier. xvi (Sh... -L. juvendlis. 
juvenilia -rlio works produced in one's 
YOU xvii (Wither, Donne, Dryden). -= L. 
n.pl. 


juxtaposition d3a:kstapazi: fon placing close 
together. XVIIL — IF. juxtaposition, f. L. juxtad 
(cf. jousT) 3- position. So juxtapo'se. xix. 
- EF. juxtaposer; earlier tjuxtapocsit. XVII. 
Sec POSE, POSITION. 


jynx ds3igks wryneck. xvii. - modL. jynx, 
for L. tynx — Gr. ífugx. 


K 


k- see also C-, KH-. 


kaama kämə hartebeest. xix. Said by 
Burchell to be Hottentot, but current also in 
Sechuana. 


kabaya kaba-ja light loose tunic. xvi (cabze, 

cabaja). The current form repr. Malay 
kabaya (whence Du. kabaai); vars. have 
occurred repr. F. cabaye, Pg. cabaya, -aia, 
all - Arab. qabaáya, qabá', Pers. qaba. 


Kabyle kăbai'l Berber of Algeria or Tunis. 
XIX. — Arab. qabá'il, pl. of qabilah tribe. 


kaddish ke':dif portion of the daily ritual 
of the synagogue. xvii (Purchas). = Aram. 
qaddish holy, holy one. 


Kaffir ke-fo:j, Kafir kä'fər infidel; mem- 
ber of a S. African race of the Bantu family. 
xix. ~ Arab. kéfir, prp. active of kafara 
deny, be unbelieving; for early forms see 
CAFFRE. 


kailyard see KALE. 


kaimakam kaimokà:m deputy (spec. of the 
Grand Vizier). xvi. - Turk. gàimaqam 
~ Arab. ga’im magdm ‘one standing in the 
place of another’, 1.e. g@’im standing, maqam 
place, station. 


kainite kai-nait (min.) hydrous chlorosul- 
phate of magnesium and potassium. XIX. 
— G. kainit, f. Gr. kainós new 4- -1TE; named 
by C. F. Zincken in 1865 with ref. to its re- 
cent formation. 


kaiser kai:zar emperor. xvi. — G. kaiser 
and Du. keizer, Tkeiser, TReser, a Germ. 
adoption of L. Casar through Gr. kaisar, 
repr. by OE. cdsere, OF ris. keisar, OS. késur, 
-ar, ON. keisari, Goth. kazsar. ME. caisere 
(xu-xv) was = ON.; the mod. use is inde- 
pendent of the ME. currency of the word. 
The alliterative formula king and (or) kaiser 
was common from XIII to XVII, and is re- 
corded dial. in xix; in literary use it was 
revived by Scott. 


kajawah kad3a-wa, ka'dg3owa camel-litter, 
pannier. XVII (T. Herbert). Urdu (- Pers.) 
kajawah, kajawah. 


kaka kaka N.Z. parrot of the genus Nestor. 

xviir. Maori, ‘parrot’. So ka:kapo N.Z. 
owl parrot (po night), kakari-ki green 
parrakeet ((r}iki little). XIX. 


kakemono kækimou'nou wall picture on 
silk or paper. xix. Jap., f. kake- hang, mone 
thing. 


kale, kail keil cabbage xiii (cale, Cursor 
M.); cabbage broth xv (Henryson). north. 
var. of COLE. Hence kailyard cabbage- 
garden (YARD!), familiar since 1895 as an 
epithet of fiction and its authors (literature 
of the k., k. school) describing, with much 
use of the vernacular, common life in Scot- 
land. 


kaleidoscope koalai-daskoup optical instru- 
ment in which reflections of pieces of 
coloured glass are made to form varying 
patterns. 1817 (David Brewster). f. Gr. 
kálós beautiful (cf. CALLI-) 4- efdos shape (cf. 
IDEA) 4- -SCOPE. 


kalends see CALENDS. 


kali keilai prickly saltwort, Salsola Kali 
XVI; Tsoda ash xvin ; (lemon k.) mixture of 
tartaric acid and bicarbonate of soda xix. 
~- Arab. galt; see ALKALI. 


kalmia kze:lmiío genus of Amer. evergreen 
shrubs. xvirt. modL., f. name of Peter 
Kalm, a pupil of Linnzus; see -1a’. 


kampong kempo-n Malay village. 
See COMPOUND?. 


XIX. 


kamptulicon kemptjülikon patent floor- 
cloth. 1844. f. Gr. Ramptds flexible + odlos 
thick -- -zkón, n. of -ikós -1c. 


kana kana Jap. writing, the chief varieties 
of which are hiragana and katakana. xvi. 
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KANGAROO 


KEEP 





kangaroo kzengoeri: Australasian marsupial 
mammal. xvr. Said by Capt. James Cook 
(1770) and Joseph Banks (1770) to have been 
a native Australian name (kangooroo), which 
is supported by some later writers, but 
denied by others. 


kanoon konü:n species of dulcimer, harp, 
etc, xix (Moore). — (Pers. —) Arab. qdnán. 


kantar kzntà-r measure of weight (100 lb.). 
xvi (Eden). — Arab. gintdr = medL. centénda- 
rium, n. (sc. pondus weight) of L. centénàártus 
(f. centéni 100 at a time, f. centum HUNDRED), 
whence modGr. kenténári; cf. QUINTAL. 


Kantian kæ'ntiən pert. to Immanuel Kant 
(1724—1804), G. philosopher; see -IAN. XIX 
(KantianıisM, Beddoes). 

kaolin kei-dlin fine white porcelain clay. 
XVIII. = F, kaolin = Chinese kao-, kau-ling 
name of a mountain (kao high, ling hill) in 
N. China, whence the stuff was orig. ob- 
tained, 


kapok kà*pok fine cotton wool from the seeds 
of a tree. XVIII (capoc). = Malay kdpog, 
through F. capoc, Du. kapok, or G. kapok, 


kaput kapu't finished, done for. G.; see 
CAPOT, 


Karaite keə'reiait member of a Jewish sect 
which bases its tenets on literal interpreta- 
tion of the scriptures. XVIII. f, Heb. qg'rãim 
scripturalists, f. gdrd read; see -1TE. 


karma ki:imo fate, destiny (as determined 
by one’s actions in a former state of exis- 
tence). XIX, Skr. karma-n action, effect, 
fate, f. IE. *qwer- shape, form. 


kaross kərə's skin mantle used by Hotten- 
tots, etc. XVIII. Afrikaans karos, poss. of Du. 
origin (kuras cuirass has been suggested). 


kar(r)oo kori: barren tract of land in S. 
Africa. xvui. Of Hottentot origin, but 
precise details are unknown. 


karyo-,also caryo- ke'riou comb. form of 
Gr. Ráruon nut, kernel, in biol, terms refer- 
ring to the nucleus of a cell. XIX, 


katabolism kətæ'bəlizm (biol.) destructive 

metabolism, xix. f. Gr. katabolē, f. kata- 
bdllein throw down; see CATA-, BALLISTA, 
-ISM, 


katydid kei-tidid (U.S.) insect of the locust 
family, producing by stridulation a noise 
which the name is taken to echo. xvii. 


kava ka:va intoxicating beverage. xix. SW. 
Polynesian; also ava. 


kavass kovà's armed police officer. xix. Turk. 
- Arab. gawwds bow-maker, f. gaws bow. 


kayak kai'zk sealskin canoe. xvi11. Eskimo. 


kayles keilz (dial) pl. ninepins, skittles. 
XIV. —(M)Du. kegel, Tkeyl- (in keylbane 
skittle-alley) = OHG. chegil (G. kegel) 
tapering stick, cone, skittle :- Germ. *&azi- 
laz, f. *kag-. Cf. (O)F. quille from MDu. or 
MHG., and W. ceilys from Eng. 


kazi see CADI. 


kea kei parrot of N.Z., Nestor notabilis. 
xix. Maori; imit. of the bird’s cry. 


keck see KEX. 


kedge ked3 warp a ship by winding in a 
hawser attached to a small anchor. xv. 
Earliest form cagge (xiv), dial. cadge:; for the 
variation of a with e cf, cag KEG, calle KELL, 
cannel KENNEL?, castrel KESTREL, catch KETCH. 
Hence ke-dger! small anchor or grapnel. 
xv; kedge(-ANCHOR). XVIII. 


kedgeree ke:d3ori Indian dish of rice with 
condiments ; dish made from cold fish, etc., 
served hot. xvii (Rits-, ketch-, kichery). 
- Hindi khichri :- Skr. k’rsara dish of rice 
and sesamum. 


keech kitf lump of congealed fat. xvi (Sh.). 
Cf. dial. keech congeal as fat; of unkn. 
origin. 

kee]! kil lowest longitudinal timber (or iron 
plating) of a ship xiv; (nat. hist.) central 
ridge xvi (Gerarde). ME. kele = ON. kjolr 
- *keluz. So kee'lHAUL, also -HALE. XVII. 
- Du. kielhalen. See KELSON. 


keel? kil flat-bottomed vessel, lighter. xIv. 
ME. kele~ MLG. kél, MDu. kiel ship, boat 
= OE, ééol, OS. kiol, OHG. chiol (Du., G. 
kiel) == CGerm. *keulaz. 

keel? kil (dial) cool OE.; prevent (a pot) 
from boiling over xiv. OE. célan — OFris. 
kéla (Du. koelen), OHG. chuolen (G. kühlen), 
ON. kæla += Germ. (exc. Gothic) *kéljan, 
f. *kol- COOL. 

keelson see KELSON. 

keen! kin Twise; Tbrave, fierce OE. ; having 
a sharp edge or point; acute, bitter; pun- 
gent, biting x111; ardent, intense XIV ; pene- 
trating, acute XVIII. OE. céne = OS. *koni, 
MLG. kõne (Du. koen), OHG. chuoni (G. 
kühn) bold, brave, ON. kænn skilful, expert 
s- CGerm. (exc. Gothic) *kõnjaz, which 
has no certain cogns. 


keen? kin (Anglo-Ir.) lament. xıx. — Ir. 
caoinim I wail. 


keep kip, pt., pp. kept A. Tseize, hold, watch 
(for); pay regard to, observe OE.; B. take 
care of, guard XI1; preserve, maintain ; re- 
serve, withhold, restrain xiv; C. reside, 
dwell (in) xiv. Late OE. cépan, pt. cepte, of 
which no cogns. are known. Its sense-de- 
velopment has been infl. by its being used 
to render L. servare, with its comps. con- 
servare, observare, praservare, reservare. Its 
meanings have close affinity with those of 
hold, but the meaning 'support, sustain' of 
the latter does not belong to keep. Hence 
keep sb. A. fcare, heed; B. donjon of a 
castle xii; C. act of keeping, being kept 
XVIII; sustenance xix. (The origin of B 
is not certain.) keepsake ki-pseik thing 
kept for the SAKE of the giver xviii (Mme 
d'Arblay); literary annual containing col- 
lections of tales, poems, etc., intended as a 
gift, common in early xix. 
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KEF 


kef, keif, kief kef, kaif, kif drowsiness, 
dreamy intoxication, enjoyment of idleness. 
XIX. — Arab. kaif, kef well-being, enjoy- 
ment (in Morocco, etc., Indian hemp). 


keffiyeh  kefrjei kerchief., xIx. = Arab. 
kaffiyah, kuffiyeh, perh. —]late L. cofea, 
cuphia coir. 


keg keg small barrel. xvir. dial. var. of 
north. cag (xv)- Icel. kaggi. @ For the 
change of vowel cf. KEDGE. 


kehaya kehaja: Turkish viceroy, etc. XVI 
(cahaia; later vars. are numerous). ~ Turk. 
kthayd- Pers. katkhudd, f. kat house + 
khudd master. 


kell kel. xiv. var. of calle, CAUL, of which 
it has the main senses. @ For the change 
of vowel cf. KEDGE, KEG, KETCH. 


kelp kelp large seaweed xiv; calcined ashes 
of seaweed Xxvtt. Late ME. ciilp(e), of 
which kelp and rare tkilpe appear to be dial. 
vars. ; this variation points to an OF. *cylp. 


kelpie ke-pi water-sprite of the Scottish 
Lowlands. xvi. Of unkn. origin. 


kelson, keelson ke:lson line of timber in- 
side a ship parallel to the keel. xvir. ME. 
kelswayn, kelsweyn, kelsyng, mod. kelsine, 
perh. points to an original *kelswin, the 
nearest parallel to which, and the prob. 
source, is LG. kielswin (whence also G. kiel- 
schwein, Da. kølsvin, Sw. kölsvin), f. kiel KEEL! 
+ (prob.) swīn SWINE, used, like cat, dog, 
horse, for atimber. The form keelson is due 
to assim. to KEEL}, 


kempt see UNKEMPT. 


ken! tmake known OE.; (arch., dial.) know 
xili. OE. cennan (pt. cende, pp. cenned) = 
OFris. kenna, kanna, OS. kennian (Du. 
kennen), OHG. chennen (G. kennen) ON. 
kenna, Goth. (CGerm.) kannjan, £. *kann- 
I know, cant. Properly causative, ‘make 
known’, which was the only use in OE. and 
Gothic, but in Germ. langs. gen. it acquired 
the sense ‘know’ at an early period ; in Eng. 
this use may be immed. due to Norse; in 
Sc. it has displaced kzaw, Now. Hence 
ken sb. Tmeasure of distance at sea; range 
of vision or perception. XVI. 


ken? (sl.) house. xvr. Of cant origin. 


kennedya keni‘dis genus of leguminous 
plants. xix. modL. (Ventenat, 1804), f. name 
of one Kennedy, a Hammersmith gardener. 


kennel! ke:nol house for the shelter of a 
house-dog or hounds. xiv. - AN. *kenil — 
OF. chenil, It. canile += medL. *canile, f. 
canis dog (cf. HOUND). Hence vb. bein, put 
into, a kennel. xvi. 


kennel? kenol street gutter. xvr. Later 
form of can(n)el watercourse (XIII), gut- 
ter (xiv) = ONF. canel = OF. chanel 
CHANNEL}, Q For the change of vowel cf. 
KEDGE. 


KERN 


kenosis kénou'sis (theol.) self-renunciation 
by Jesus Christ of attributes of the divine 
nature in the Íncarnatton. c.1870. - Gr. 
kéndsis emptying, f. kenoün (f. Rénos) empty, 
with ref. to heautón ekénóse ‘he emptied him- 
self’ (Phil. ii 7). So kenotic kino:tik, xix. 
- Gr. kendtikes. 


kenspeck ke-nspek dial. (also -spack) easily 

recognizable, conspicuous. xvi. Of Scand. 
origin, but the immed. source is uncertain ; 
cf. ON. kennispeki faculty of recognition, 
MSw. kdnnespaker, Sw. kdnspak, Norw. 
Ajennespbak quick at recognizing, f. ON. 
kenna KEN! + spak-, spek- wise, wisdom. 
Hence ke-nspeckle(d) (Sc. and north.). 
XVIII ; cf. -LE?, 


Kentish ke'ntif OE. Centisé, f. Cent - L. 
Cantium (Cesar), Kdntion (Diodorus), Kdn- 
tion dkron (Ptolemy), f. OCeltic *kanto- 
(i) rim, border, or (ii) white; see -1sH’. 

kentledge ke:ntléd3 pig-iron for ballast. 
XVII. — OF. guintclage ballast, with assim. to 
kentle QUINTAL ; see -AGE. 


kepi kepi French military cap. xix. F. képi 
— Swiss G. kdppi, dim. of kappe CAP, 

ker- (also ke-, ca-, ka-, co-, che-) in U.S. vul- 
gar echoic formations designed to imitate 
the sound of the fall of a heavy body, e.g. 
kerslam, -slash, -wallop. xix. perh. repr. G. 
or Du. pp. prefix ge- (see v-). 

keratitis kerotai'tis inflammation of the cor- 
nea. XIX., f. Gr. kerat-, kéras HORN- -ITIS, 


kerb kdib edging of stone for a raised path, 
etc. xVIII (kerb-stone). var. of CURB with 
quasi-phonetic sp. 


kerchief k5-atfif (arch.) cloth head-covering. 
XIII (Cursor M.). ME. c(o)urchef, kerchif 
~ AN. courchef — (O)F. couvre-, cuevre- 
chef, f. couvrir COVER-+ chief head (see CHIEF). 
The form kerchief, for *keverchief, is from 
the var. cuevrechef (cf. ME. kever cover, 
from cueur-, stressed stem of couvrir). Hence 
handkerchief he-nkastfif. xvi (also -ker- 
cher), ne‘ckerchief. xiv (necke couerchef, 
neckerchef, Wycl. Bible). 


kerf k31f cut,spec. ofasaw. OE.cyrf (ME. 
hirf, kerf) 1- Germ. *kurbiz, f. *hurb- *kerb- 
CARVE; cf. ON, Rurfr chip, kyrfa cut, and 
ME., mod. dial. carf (continuing ME. kerf). 


kermes k3-1miz, -iz pregnant female of the 
insect Coccus ilicis, formerly supposed to 
be a berry; red dye-stuff obtained there- 
from; (k. oak} evergreen oak on which it 
lives xvi; (Rk. mineral) red sulphide of anti- 
mony XVII. — F. kermés ~ Arab. (Pers.) 
qirmiz (cf, CRIMSON). 


kermis k3:imis fair, carnival. xvi. ~ Du. 
kermis, t -misse, £. kerk CHURCH -- misse Mass! ; 
orig. feast of dedication of a church accom- 
panied by a fair. 


kern! kõın light-armed Irish foot-soldier ; 
one of the poorer class among the ‘wild 
Irish’, xiv. = Ir. ceithern (ke'harn, ke-orn) 
¿= Olr. ceitern band of foot-soldiers. Cf. 
CATERAN, 
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kern? kàzmn part of a metal type extending 
beyond the body or shank. xvir (Moxon). 
perh. for *carn- F. carne corner, salient 
angle, Norman-Picard var. of OF. charne 
~ L. cardinem, card hinge (cf. CARDINAL). 


kernel k5::nol Tseed, pip ; inner edible part 
ofanut ; (dial.) enlarged gland OE. ; nucleus, 
core XVI. OE. cyrnel, dim. of corn seed, 
CORN! ; other langs. have similar formations 
without mutation, as MDu. cornel coarse 
meal, MHG. kornel a grain; see -EL1. The 
present sp. appears XIV as a var. of north. 
and midl. kzrnel. 


kerosene ke':rósin product of distillation of 
petroleum, paraffin oil. xix (patent of 1854). 
irreg. f. Gr. kērós wax + -ENE. 

kerrie ke-ri, keerie kisi (now kierie in 
S. Afr.) knobbed stick used by S. African 
natives. XVIII. — Hottentot or Bushman 
kirri; cf. KNOBKERRY. 

kersey közi kind of coarse cloth. XIV. 
prob. f. name of Kersey in Suffolk (cf. AL. 
panni cersegi XIII, carsea XV, AN. drap de 
kersy xtv); hence F. tearizé (whence Sp., 
It. carisea), MDu. kerzeye (Du. karsaat), etc. 


kerseymere k3-1zimio1twilled woollen cloth. 
XVIII. alt. of CASSIMERE by assoc. with prec. 


kestrel ke-stral species of small hawk. xv. 
Earliest form castrell, perh. for *casserell 
~ dial. var. casserelle of F. crécerelle, tcres- 
serelle (dial. cristel), f£. synon. crécelle rattle, 
kestrel, perh. f. imit. base *krek- (the bird 
is supposed to be so called from its cry). 
Cj For the vowel cf. KEDGE. 


ketch ket| two-masted vessel. xvri. Earlier 
cache (Xv), perh. f. carcH. €j For the vowel 
cf. KEDGE. 


ketchup ke-t/ap sauce made from mush- 
rooms, etc. XVIII (earlier catchup kee-tJap 
XVII ; catsup, Swift). = Chinese (Amoy) kée- 
chiap, ké-tsiap brine of fish ; cf. Malay kêchap 
(Du. ketjap), which is prob. from Chinese. 


ketone ki:toun (chem.) any of a class of 

compounds, the lowest of the series being 
acetone. XIX. — G. keton (Gmelin, 1848), 
alteration of aketon ACETONE. 


kettle ke-tl vessel for boiling liquids. xu1r. 
— ON. ketill == OE. éetel, WS. cietel (which 
gave ME. and dial. chetel), OS. (Du.) Retel, 
OHG. kezzil (G. kessel), Goth. *katils (g.pl. 
katilé) :- CGerm. *katilaz (whence OPruss. 
catils, Lett. katlo, OSl. kotili, Russ. kotél) 
- L. catillus, dim. of catinus deep vessel for 
serving or cooking food. Hence ke'ttle- 
DRUM drum consisting of a hollow metal 
hemisphere covered with parchment. xvi. 


kex, kecks keks hollow stem of cow-parsnip, 
etc. x1v (PPI.). The var. hix, kyx was regu- 
larly current till xvir, and is recorded for 
mod. dial., together with a derived sg. keck 
(xvir), an extended form kecksy, Rexy (XVI, 
keksyes, Sh.), also gix, gicks, and vars. with 
a, viz. tceasshes (Xvi-xvil), cax(es); meta- 
thetic forms are kesk, kiskey; perh. of Celtic 





KICK 


origin (cf. OCorn. cegas hemlock, W. cegid, 

Bret. kegit ~ L. ctcuta hemlock ; also Corn.- 

Eng. sg. kager, Ratyer). 

key! ki instrument to lock and unlock. OE. 
c&g and cége = OF ris. kei, kay; not found 
elsewhere; of unkn. origin. The pronunc. 
kī is abnormal; kei (cf. grey, clay, whey) pre- 
vailed till c.1700, but evidence for forms 
anticipating the present pronunc. (which ap- 
pears to be of north. origin) is as early as Xv. 

key? older form of QUAY; so key‘aGE. Xv. 

Keys kiz pl. of KEY in spec. application to 
the 24 members forming the elective branch 
of the legislature of the Isle of Man, more 
fully House of Keys. xv. @ The Manx name 
is Yn Kiare as Feed “The Four-and-Twenty’. 

khaki ka-ki dull-brownish yellow ; fabric of 
this colour. xix (1857 ; used by the English 
troops in the Indian Mutiny). — Urdu khaki 
dusty, f. khák (— Pers.) dust. 

khalifa kalfa. xvit. repr. Arab. original 
of CALIPH. 

khamsin kæ'msin hot wind in Egypt last- 
ing about ṣo days. XVI. — Arab. khamsin, 
mod. colloq. form of hhamsün fifty. 

khan! ken, kan title of rulers (later of off- 
cials, etc.) in countries of the East. xiv 
(Maund.). Early forms caan, can(e), chan(e) 
- OF. chan or medL. ca(a)nus, canis ~ Turki 
(hence Arab., Pers.) Ahan lord, prince, 
altered form of khaqán. Cf. CHAM. 


khan? ken, kan caravanserai. XIV. — Arab. 
khán inn. 

khanjar kaz:5dsàr, also handjar hae:nd3ài 
Eastern dagger. xvtr. — Pers. (Arab., T'urk., 
Urdu) khanjar. 

khedive kédrv title of viceroy of Egypt. 
xix. — F. khédive, ult. - Pers. khediv, khidév 
prince, sovereign, var. of A/nidaiv petty god, 
f. khudaà God. 

khidmutgar, kitmudhgar kitmotgàsr in 
India, male servant at table. xvii. - Urdu 
— Pers. khidmatgár, f. Arab. khidmat service 
J--gár agent-suffix. 

khilat ki-lat dress of honour presented by a 
king, etc. XVII. ~ Arab. (Urdu, Pers.) E/ul at, 
f. khala‘a reward. 

kibble ki-bl large bucket used in mining. 
xvi. = G. kübel (cf. OHG. miluh-chubilt 
milk-pail) — OE. cyfel - medL. cupellus, -a 
corn-measure, drinking-vessel, f. cuppa CUP. 

kibe kaib chilblain. x1v (Trevisa). prob. 
= W. cibi (also cibwst). 

kibosh kai'tbəf in phr. put the k. on dispose 
of finally xix (Dickens) ; sb. (app. assoc. with 
bosh) nonsense xix. Of unkn. origin. 


kick kik strike with the foot. xiv (Ch., PPI., 
Trevisa, Wycl. Bible}. Late ME. kike, of 
unkn. origin. Hence kick sb. xvi. Other 
uses in cant or slang, viz. (1) the fashion, 
(2) sixpence, (3) pl. breeches XYII, are pre- 
sumably connected, but in what way is un- 
known. Q W. cicio vb., Gael. ceig, Ir. cic 
sbs. are from English. 
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KINCOB 





kickshaw(s) ki'kfo(z) fancy dish in cookery ; 
trifle, gewgaw. XVI. orig. quelque chose, 
quelkchose, kickchose, ktkeshawes ~ F. quelque 
chose kekfóz (formerly an elegant pronunc.) 
something. 


kid! kid young of a goat x11 (Orm); skin of a 
kid ; (young) child xv1. ~ ON. kid :-— *kidjom, 
rel. to OHG. chizzi, kizsin (G. kitze) = 
*kittin, *kidnin, f. Germ. *kid-, of which no 
cogns. are known. (The -e of ME. kide is 
unexpl.) Hence kiddy’ young goat XVI; 
(sl., colloqu.) little child xix. 


kid? small tub. xvin. perh. var. of KrT!, 


kid? (sl.) hoax, humbug. c.1810. perh. ‘make 
a kid of’, f. KID’; kiddy has been similarly 
used. Hence kid sb. humbug. 


kidnapper ki-dnz:pai, U.S. -naper one who 
steals children (and others), orig. to provide 
servants and labourers for the American 
plantations. XVII. f. KID! + napper, cant word 
(xvii) for ‘thief’ (f. nap, var. of NAB+ -ER?). 
Hence ki-dnap vb. xvir. Formerly stressed 
kidna:p, -na:pper. 


kidney ki:dni organ that secretes urine XIV; 
transf. temperament, nature XVI. Of obscure 
origin. The existence side by side of ME. 
sg. kidnei and pl. kidneiren suggests that the 
word was a comp. of ei egg, pl. eiren (OE. dg, 
pl. &gru EGG), the pl. kidneires being partly 
analogical, partly due to assoc. with ME. 
and dial. nere(s) kidney(s) = OE. *néore, 
corr. to OHG. nioro m. (G. niere fem.), ON. 
nýra, rel. to Gr. nephrós kidney, scrotum, 
L. nefrónes loins. On the other hand, if the 
first el. is (dial.) kzd pod (:- OE. *cydda :- 
*kuddjo-; see COD*), the word may have 
been OE. *cyd(e)néora, the ME. repr. of 
which was assoc. with ei, eiren, the shape of 
the kidney assisting the comparison. 


kief see KEF. 


kie-kie krki 
Maori. 


kier kior vat. xvi (earlier in combs. boiling-, 
brewing-, gyle-, gyling-). - ON. ker vessel, 
tub = OHG. char, Goth. kas. 


kilderkin ki-lderkin cask for liquids, fish, 
etc.; measure of capacity. XIV. Late ME. 
kilderkyn, alteration of kyn(d)erkyn - MDu. 
kinderkin, var. of kin(n)eken, -kijn, also kynt- 
ken, -kijn, kindeken (Du. Rinnetje), dim. of 
kintal, quintal (G. dial. Rindel)- medL. 
quintále, -álus - Arab. qintar: see KANTAR. 


kill lil Tstrike, beat xri1; put to death xiv. 
ME. cülle, külle, kille, kelle; these vars. 
point to an OE. *cyllan = Germ. *kuljan, 
rel. by gradation to *kwaljan kill, QUELL. 
@ For the less specific sense cf. EF ris. kiillen 
vex, strike, beat, OHG. chollen vex, kill, 
martyr, and OE. slean SLAY. 


N.Z. climbing plant. xix. 


killadar ki-lodaz in India, governor of a fort 
or castle. XVIII. — Urdu (Pers.) qil'adar, f. 
Arab. gal‘ah (pl. qilà^) fort4- -dàr holder. 


killcrop ki:lkrop insatiable brat of popular 
folk-lore. xvir. = LG. Rkikrop — G. kiel- 
kropf (the second el. being cRoP). 


kiln kil, kiln furnace for burning or drying. 
OE. cylene :~ *cu:lina, for L. culi*na kitchen, 
cooking-stove (for the shift of stress cf. 
KITCHEN) :— *cocslind, f. coquus cook. For 
the var. kill and pronunce. kil cf. ELL, MILL, 


kilo- kilo(u) F. (1795), arbitrarily f. Gr. 
khílioi thousand, in weights and measures, 
as Ri:logramme (abbrev. kilo), ki:lometre, 
also Rilo:- ; hence in kzlowaTT. 


kilt kilt skirt of Highland dress. xvin. f. 
north. dial. kilt vb. gird or tuck up, of Scand. 
origin (cf. Sw. dial. kilta swathe, Da. kilte 
(op) tuck up, Olcel. kilting, kjalta skirt, lap). 


kimono kimouwnou long Jap. robe with 
sleeves ; in Eur. use, form of dressing-gown. 
XIX. — Jap. ; cf. KAKEMONO. 


kin kin family, race; class, kind. OE. cyn(n) 
= OF ris. kin, ken, kon, OS. kunni (Du. 
kunne), OHG. chunni, ON. kyn, Goth. kunt 
+= CGerm. *kunjam, f. weak grade of *kin- 
*han- *kun-:— IE. *gen- *gon- *gn- pro- 
duce (whence Gr. génos, L. genus race, kind, 
sex, GENUS, Gr. gónos, gégona I begot, gigne- 
sthai become, L. gignere beget). The sense 
‘gender, sex’, which was in OE. and early 
ME., is the only sense in Du. kunne, Da. and 
Sw. kön. Cf. AKIN. Hence ki-nsFoLK xv, 
ki'nsHIP xIx (Mrs. Browning), Ki'nsMAN 
c.1200, ki:zmns-wo:MAN XIV. Q For other 
derivs. of the IE. base, see agnate, cog- 
nate; benign, malign; nation, nature; genus, 
general; generate; generous; degenerate, 
regenerate; genius, ingenious; ingenuous, 
ingénue; indigenous; kind; progeny; -gen, 
gono-; gentile; genital, genitive, germ, 
germinate, germane. 


-kin kin suffix forming dims.,- MDu. -kijn, 
-ken, MLG. -kin = OHG. -chin (G. -chen); 
of WGerm. extent, but not in OE.; first 
found (xiir) in personal names, which were 
adoptions or imitations of dim. or hypo- 
coristic forms current in the Low Countries, 
e.g. Watekin ‘little Wat or Walter’, Wilekin 
‘little Will’; these have survived in sur- 
names, as Jenkins (Jenkinson), Watkin(s), 
Wilkins, Dickens (Dickinson) ; formations on 
common nouns appeared in XIV, but they are 
not frequent till xvı (boykin, ladykin, lamb- 
kin); some are plain adoptions from Du. 
(catkin, mannikin); others are of obscure 
origin (bumpkin, jerkin). See also -KINS. 


kinchin ki-ntfin boy, girl, child. xvr (orig. 
a cant word). — G. kindchen, dim. (see -KIN) 
of kind child. 


kincob ki:nkob rich stuff, as damask or gold 
brocade. XVIIL — Urdu — Pers. kimkhäb, £. 
kimkha damask silk — Chinese kimsha smooth 
satiny stuff, f. kin gold; cf. F. camocan rich 
brocade, Russ. kamkd damask. 
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kind! kaind tbirth, descent; nature; man- 
ner; race, kin; class, genus, species. OE. 
cynd, -e, earlier gecynd, gecynde 1— * zakundiz, 
-jam, f. Germ. *zga-Y - + *kunjam KIN -+ 
* -diz :1- IE. -tis (abstr. suffix). Hence ki-nd- 
Ly! adj. tnatural; tlawful OE.; good- 
natured. xiv, kixmndLiv* adv. tnaturally 
OE.; goodnaturedly xi. OE. geeyvndelié, 
-liée. 

kind? kaind Tnatural, native OE.; Twell- 
born, well-bred; naturally well-disposed 
X111 ; showing benevolence xiv. OE. gecynde 
+= *oakundjaz, f. *zakundiz KIND! ; the pre- 
fix was dropped in early ME. 


kindergarten ki:ndouggaàrton school for the 
instruction of young children according to 
Fróbel's method. xix. G., 'children's gar- 
den’, f. g. pl. of kind child -garten GARDEN. 


kindle? ki'ndl set fire to. xi: (Orm). f. ON. 
kynda+--LE?; suggested by ON. kindill 
candle, torch. 


kindle? ki'ndl bring forth young. xir. ME. 

kündle, kindle, kendle perh. = OE. *(ge)- 
cyndlian, £. gecynde, in ME.; ME. (i)cünde, 
kind birth, KIND‘; see -LE’. 


kindred ki-ndrid relationship by blood; 
body of persons so related, kin. xir. ME. 
clin-, kinrede(n), f. KIN+-réd(e), -RED con- 
dition. ME, has also kindreden (perh. f. 
KIND’), but the present form appears to 
have arisen from intercalation of d between 
n and r, as in thunder. 


kine kain (arch., dial) cattle. xir. ME. 
cin, kuyn, kyne, ke(e)n, based on OE. cyna, 
g. pl. of cá cow!. 


kinema, etc., see CINEMA. 


kinetic kaine:tik pert.to motion. xix. = Gr. 
hinétikós, f. kinein move; see CITE, -IC. 


king kin male sovereign ruler of a state. 

OE. cyning, later cyng, cing = OF ris. kin-, 
kon-, kening, OS. kuning (Du. koning), 
OHG. chuning :- Germ. *kuniggaz (not in 
Gothic; ON. konungr has a var. form of the 
suffix), whence Finnish kuningas king, OSI. 
Rtinezi prince, Lith. kivningas lord, priest, 
KNEZ, prob. f. *kunjam KIN + *-21 ygaz -ING?, 
as if ‘scion of the (noble) race’ (cf. OE. 
dryhten lord, f. dryht army, folk, people, 
ON. fylkir king, f. folk people, and Goth. 
piudans king, f. biuda people, nation). Hence 
kingboM kr ndom Tkingship OE. ; realm xii 
(Genesis and Exodus, Cursor M. ), OE. 
cyningdom;so OS. kuningdóm, G. hkónigtum, 
ON. konungdomr. ki‘ng:FISHER, earlier 
+king’s- (xv) small bird with a long beak and 
brilliant plumage, Alcedo ispida. xvr. So 
G. königsfischer, Da. kongfiskr. In comb. 
applied to large or principal features, as 
king-bolt (xix), -post (xvin). king’s evil 
scrofula, for which the sovereign 'touched'. 
xıv (Trevisa). tr. medL. regius morbus; cf. 
OF. le mal leroy, MDu. coninces evel. «| Rc- 
duced forms in Germ. langs. are repr. by 
OE. cynig (cf. penny), OS. kunig, OHG. 
künic, G. könig. 


KIT 


kink kink twist or curl in rope, etec., XVII; 
mental twist (orig. U.S.) xIx. orig. naut. 
- (M)LG. kinke (Du. kink), whence also G. 
kink(e), Sw., Da. Rink, f. *higk- bend, var. 
of *kzk- (as in Icel. kikna bend at the knees). 


kinkajou ki:gkodgü quadruped of Central 

and 5. America, honey-bear, Circoleptes 
caudivolvulus. XVIII. = F. guincajou, of N. 
Amer. Indian origin; cf. Algonkin king- 
waage, Ojibway gwingaage wolverine. 


kino ki-nou substance resembling catechu. 


xvill, W. African (Gambia). 


-kins kinz dim. suffix, var. of -KIN (from 
XVI) in certain oath-words, as bodikins, lakins, 
maskins, pittihins, and in words like baby- 
kins, boykins, lambkins. 


kiosk kio-sk open pavilion or summer- 
house xvi1; light structure for sale of news- 
papers, etc., XIX. — F. kiosque (in It. kiosco) 
~ Turk. Aitishk pavilion — Pers. küshk palace. 


kipper ki'pər A. (?) male salmon in the 
spawning season OE.; B. salmon, herring, 
etc., cured by rubbing with salt and drying 
xvi, Of obscure history ; identical in form 
with OE. cypera (-e?), once, in collocation 
with leax salmon — OS. kupiro, ME. kypre, 
Riper (xiv), Repper (Xv1), used app. in sense 
B; perh. the most plausible conjecture is that 
of connexion with OE. copor, etc., COPPER? 
with allusion to the colour of the male 
salmon. Hence kipper vb. cure (fish) in 
the above manner. XVIII. 


kirk kerk, kõik (north. and Sc.) church. xu 
(Orm kirrke). = ON. kirkja ~ OE. éir(1)ée 
CHURCH. 


kirschwasser kir[va:so1 liqueur made from 
wild cberries crushed. xrx. G. kirsch(en)- 
wasser, f. kirsche CHERRY -+ wasser WATER. 


kirtle k5-1t] (obs. or dial.) man’s tunic or 
coat; (arch. or dial.) woman’s gown or skirt. 
OE. cyrtel = ON. kyrtill tunic = Germ. 
*kurtilaz, f. *kurt-, usu. taken to be- L 
curtus short; see CURT, -LE!. 


kismet kismet fate. XIX. Turk. kismet 
— Arab. (Pers.) gismat portion, lot, fate, f. 
gasama divide. 


kiss kis salute or caress with the lips. OF. 
cyssan (pt. cyste, pp. evssed) = OF ris. Ressa, 
OS. cussian re Russen), OHG. chussen (G. 
küssen}, ON. Ryssa :- CGerm. (exc. Gothic, 
which has kukjan; cf. E Fris. kükken) 
*hussjan, f. *kussaz a kiss, whence OE. coss 
(to xvr), OF ris. kos, OS. cos, kus (Du. kus), 
OHG. chus (G. kuss), ON. Ross. Hence kiss 
sb. XIV, superseding coss. 


kistvaen kistvain tomb constructed of 
stone slabs. xvii. — W. cist faen, i.e. cist 
(see CHEST) and faen (maen) stone. 


kit’ kit circular wooden hooped vessel XIV 
(Barbour); soldier’s necessaries packed in a 
knapsack ; outfit ; set, lot xvi. - MDu. kitte 
(Du. Ait tankard), of unkn. origin. 
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kit? (arch.) small fiddle. xvi. perh. deduced 
from the first syll. of L. cithara, Gr. kithdrà 
CITHER. 


kit-cat ki-tket title of a club of Whig politi- 
cians and men of letters. xvii. Name of 
Kit (i.e. Christopher) Cat or Catling, keeper 
of the pie-house in Shire Lane by Temple 
Bar, London, where the club orig. met. 


kitchen krtfin room in which food is 
cooked. OE. eyéene — OS. *kukma (MLG. 
kökene, MDu. cokene, Du. keuken), OHG. 
chuhhina (MHG. küchen, G. küche): 
WGerm. *ko'cina, for *coci-na pop. var. 
(whence F. cuisine, It. cucina, etc.) of late 
L. coquina, f. coquere coox. @ One of the 
Germ. adoptions of L. terms of cookery and 
gardening, like cook, mint, pepper. 


kite kait bird of prey, Milvus, OE.; toy to be 
flown, consisting of a light frame with a light 
material stretched across it xvir1.. OE. cyta ; 
the name, corr. to the base of MHG. kiize 
(G. Rauz) screech-owl, and other words 
echoing various cries, may have been given 
from its shrill plaintive voice. 


kith kip tknowledge; tnative place; tone’s 
friends, fellow-countrymen, neighbours 
OE.; kith and kin country and kinsfolk, (in 
mod. use) relatives generally xıv. OE. 
Ip), earlier cŷþþu = OHG. chundida = 

Germ. *kunpipd, f. . "hunb- known; see UN- 
COUTH. 


kithe, kythe kaid (Sc. and north.) make 
known or manifest, display, Tconfess. OE. 
cypan = OF ris. kétha, OS. küóian, OHG. 
kunden, ON. kynna, Goth. kunpjan, f. Germ. 
*kunp- (see prec.). 


kitmudhgar see KHIDMUTGAR. 


kitool, kittul kitü-l jaggery palm, Caryota 
urens. XIX. — Cingalese ital. 


kitten kitn young cat. xiv. Late ME. 
kitoun, ketoun- AN. *kitoun, *ketoun, var. 
of OF. chitoun, chetoun (mod. chaton), dim. 
of chat CAT ; the ending was assim. to -EN!. 
Hence (dim.) kit®. xvi. 


kittiwake kitiweik species of seagull. xvii. 
imit. of its cry. 


kittle kitl (orig. Sc. and north. dial.) tick- 
lish, risky, delicate. xvr. f. kittle vb. tickle, 
prob, of ON. origin, corr. to late OE. kitelung 
‘titillatio’, noun of action from a vb. repr. by 
OS. kitilén (Du. kittelen), MULG. ketelen, 
OHG. chizzilon, chuzzilon (G. kitzeln), ON. 
kitla, f. Germ. *kit-, *kut-. 


kiwi ki-wi N.Z. bird, apteryx. x1x. Maori. 


klepht kleft one of the Greeks who refused 
to submit to the Turks after the conquest of 
Greece in XV; brigand xix. - modGr. 
kléphtés — Gr. kléptés thief; cf. next. 


kleptomania kleptoumei:nia morbid ten- 
dency to theft. xix. f. klepto-, comb. form 
of Gr. kléptés thief, reh to Rléptein = L. 
clepere, Goth. hlifan steal; see MANIA. 


klipspringer kli'pspri:ņəx S. African ante- 
lope. xviir. Afrikaans, f. Du. klip rock (see 
CLIFF)+ springer, agent-noun (see -ER!) of 
springen SPRING. 


kloof klūf (in S. Africa) ravine. xviii. —- Du. 
kloof klöf, MDu. clove = OHG. chlobo (G. 
kloben), etc. > Germ. *klubon (cf. CLEAVE!). 


kn- initial cons. combination common to all 
Germ. langs. (in OE. en-) and still retained 
by most of them with the pronunc. kn, but 
reduced in standard Eng. to n, which was 
finally established xvr, though current 
earlier; the orig. pronunc. remains in some 
Sc. dials., in some others it has become tn. 


Knack nek trick, dodge xrv (Ch., Wyclif); 
dexterous faculty; ttoy, knick-knack xvi. 
prob. identical with knack sharp blow or 
sound (xIv); ult. of imit. origin, but perh. 
immed. = Du., LG. knak; cf. knap sharp 
blow (xiv), trick (xvii), of similar imit. 
origin. 

knacker næ'kər A. (dial) saddler xvi; B. 
dealer in old horses, horse-slaughterer, etc. ; 
C. (dial. and sl.) old worn-out horse xix. In 
A perh. orig. maker of small articles belong- 
ing to harness (f. KNACK + -ER!) ; the semantic 
relation of the senses is obscure. 


knapsack næ'psæk stout bag for neces- 
saries carried on the back by soldiers and 
travellers. xvir. — MLG. knapsack, Du. 
knapzak, (whence G. knappsack); the first 
el. is held to be identical with G. knappen 
bite, eat, and the second is sack}, 


knapweed nz‘pwid species of Centaurea 
having its petals set on a hard globular head. 
XV (knopweed). f. KNOP-- WEED! ; altered to 
knap- xvi; cf. strop, strap. 


knave neiv Tboy; Tmale servant OE. ; base 
fellow xu; lowest court card of a suit XVI. 
OE. cnafa = OHG. knabo (G. knabe boy) 
:- WGerm. *knabon, rel. obscurely to 
synon. OE. cnapa = OS. cnapo, and OHG. 
knappo (G. knappe page, squire). Hence 
kna:vERY. XVI. kna:visHl. xiv (Ch.). 


knead nid work up (moistened flour) into 
bread. OE. cnedan pt. cnzd, en&don, pp. 
cneden = OS. knedan (in pp. giknedan; Du. 
kneden), OHG. chnetan(G. kneien); WGerm. 
str. vb. f. *kned- *knad-, of which another 
grade appears in ON. knoda. Weak in- 
flexions and analogical pp. knoden (cf. 
trodden) appear XIV. 


knee ni the joint between the thigh and 
lower leg. OE. cn€o(w) = OF ris. kniu, kné, 
kni, OS. Rnio (Du. knie), OHG. chniu, kneo 
(G. knie), ON. Rné, Goth. kniu :- CGerm. 
*knewam t- IE. *gneuom, f. base *gneu 
*oeneu *goneu (cf. L. genu, Gr. gónu knee, 
gnux with bent knee; also *gén-, Skr. jdnu 
knee, Gr. génid angle). So kneel nil (pt., pp. 
kneeled nild, Rnelt nelt) rest on the bent 
knee(s). OE. cnéowlian, corr. to (M)LG. 
knélen, Du. knielen. "The form knelt, which 
recalls felt and dealt, is of recent Origin. 
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knell nel sound of a bell struck or rung. 
OE. cnyll, rel. to cnyllan knell vb. Tbang, 
knock, ring a bell; the normal midland repr. 
of these was RAnyll(e) (xiv-xv1), of which 
there were ME. dial. vars. Ruiill(e), Rnell(e); 
but the present form appears to date from 
c.1500 and may be due to assoc. with bell. 
The base is WGerm. *Eknell- *knall- *knull- ; 
cf. MHG. erjknellen resound, G. knall, 
knallen, Du. knal, knallen, applied to bang- 
ing or cracking noises. 


knez knez (in Slav countries) prince, duke. 
XVI. = Serb. knez, Czech kněz, Russ. knjaz’ 
:- OSI. kiinezi —- Germ. *kuningaz KING. 


knickerbocker ni-koiba:kez (pl.) loose-fit- 
ting breeches. xIx. f. name of Diedrich 
Knickerbocker, the pretended author of 
Washington Irving’s ‘History of New York’ 
(1809). The name is said to have been given 
to the garment from its resemblance to 
the knee-breeches of the Dutchman in 
Cruikshank’s illustrations to the History. 


abbrev. (pl.) knickers. c.1580. 


knick-knack ni knek tpretty trick or arti- 
fice; light dainty article, trinket XVII. redupl. 
of KNACK, with alternation of vowel as in 
dilly-dally, riff-raff, etc. Hence kni-ck- 
kna:ckatory repository of knick-knacks. 
XVIII; after conservatory, etc. 


knife naif cutting instrument consisting of 
a blade fitted in a handle. xi. Late OF. 
cnif- ON. knifr = OFris, MLG. nif, 
MDu. enyf (Du. knyf) += Germ. *knibaz, 
of uncertain etym. Hence knife vb. xix. 


knight nait [boy, youth OE. ; military fol- 
lower; name of a rank, orig. in military ser- 
vice XI; knight of the shire c.1400. OE. eniht 
boy, youth, man of arms, hero = OFris. 
knecht, knmiucht, OS. knecht, OHG. kneht 
(Du., G. knecht) += WGerm. *knextaz, of 
unkn. origin. The prevailing senses in Con- 
tinental Germ. are ‘servant’, ‘soldier’, in the 
older periods also ‘lad’, ‘youth’. Hence 
knight-E-RRANT. XIV. kni-ghtHoop. x11 
(OE. enththdd boyhood). kni-ghtiy1. xiv 
(OE. cnthtlié boyish). 

knit nit Tte in or with a knot OE.; draw 
close together XIV; form a close texture of 
yarn or thread xvi. OE. cnyttan = MLG., 
MDu. knutten (G. dial. knütten) :- WGexm. 
*hnuttjan, f. *knutton KNOT!. 


knob nob small rounded lump or mass xiv 
(Ch., Trevisa); knoll; small lump of coal, 
etc. XVII; the head (see Non) xvin. - MLG. 
knobbe knot, knob, bud ; cf. Flem. knobbe(n) 
lump of bread, etec., Du. knobbel bump, 
knob, knot, and KNOP, NOB, KNUB, NUB. 


knobkerry nə'bke:ri stick with a knobbed 
head in S.Africa (where usu.spelt knopkierie). 
XIX. f. KNOB -} KERRIE, after Afrikaans knop- 
kierie, 

knock nok strike with a sounding blow. 
OE. cnocian == MHG. knochen, ON. knoka; 
f. imit. base (cf. the similar and synon. OE. 
cnucian, MLG. knaken, Sw. knaka). 
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noul tsummit of a hill; hillock, 
mound. OE. cnoll, corr. to MDu. knolle 
clod, ball (Du. krol turnip, tuber), MHG. 
knolle clod (G. knolle(n) clod, lump, tuber), 
ON. knollr mountain summit, Norw. knold 
clod, tuber, perh. :- Germ. *knuðlő, f. base 
of KNOT!; for the formation G. cf. knödel 
seed-bud. @ Parallel forms with a different 
initial are OHG. knoll round eminence, 
nollo hill, Du. nol hill. 


knoll? noul toll, ring a knell. xv. f. late 


ME. knoll church bell, tolling, perh. imit, 
alteration of KNELL. 


knop nop small round protuberance XIV 


(Ch.); bud of a flower xiv (Wycl. Bible). 
prob. = MLG., MDu. knoppe (Du. knop) = 
OFris. knop, OHG. chnoph (G. knopf knob, 
knot, button); the parallel knap (XIV) ap- 
pears to be - ON. knappr knob, stud, button; 
ult. connexions unknown. 


knot! not intertwining of parts of rope, etc. 


(fig. something intricate) OE.; hard lump 
xu (AncrR.); thickened tissue of a plant 
(Trevisa); cluster or small group xiv. OE. 
cnotta — Du. knot, MLG. knotte, MHG. 
knotze knob, knot :~ WGerm. *knutton i 
*knudn-; from other grades are OHG. 
chnodo, chnoto (G. knoten) :- *knuda-n, 
knw ban, ON. knútr knot, knüta (whence 
Russ. Anut KNOUT) t= *hRnuüdn-, and ON. 
kngttr (:- *knattuz) ball. Hence knot vb. 
XVI. kno'ttED!. xir (Peterborough Chron.). 


knot? not red-breasted sandpiper. xvr. Of 


unkn. origin; later vars. were kat, guat. 
€j Camden's conjecture (followed by Dray- 
ton, and perpetuated in Linnzus's specific 
name Canutus) that the bird was named 
after King Canute (Cunt), ‘because believed 
to be a visitant from Denmark’, has no 
foundation. 


knout naut, nüt whip, scourge. xvii. — F. 


knout — Russ. knut — Icel. hoitr (see KNOT). 


know nou, pt. knew nji, pp. known noun 


perceive, recognize, distinguish x1; be ac- 
quainted or familiar with; be aware of or 
conversant with, apprehend as fact or truth 
xit. Late OE. (rare) cndwan (in pr. subj. 
and pp.), earlier gecndwan, pt. gecnéow, 
pp. gecndwen, corr. to OHG. -cnden, -cndhen, 
ON. pr. ind. knd, pl. knegum. In the earliest 
OE. and in OHG. this vb. appears only in 
comps. ; it is absent from LG. and Du. areas 
and from Gothic; in ON. it had lost the 
pres. inf. and meant ‘can’, (as an aux.) ‘do’, 
and in OHG. it had lost the orig. str. pt. and 
pp. An orig. redupl. vb. based on IE. *gn- 
*oné- *gnd-, repr. also by CAN?, KEN}, and L. 
nóscere (pt. nóvi) cognoscere, Gr. gignóskein, 
OSI. znati, Skr. jàndti know, Olr. endth, Gr. 
gnótós, Skr. jfiatds known. «[ Other derivs. 
of the IE. base are cognition, incognito, noble, 
tgnoble, notify, notion, ignorant, narrate. 


knowledge no-lid3, (arch.) nowlid3 Fcon- 


fession; fact of knowing, acquaintance. XIII 
(Cursor M.). In earliest use north. (knau- 
lage), later in gen. use knowleche, -lache ; prob. 
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f. tknowledge vb. acknowledge, recognize 
(xiu), early ME. cnaw-, cnouleche :- OE. 
*cndwlécan implied in *cnawleéung (a pa- 
rallel endweld¢cing is recorded), f. (ge)cndwan 
know-+ -l@éan, f. ldc (see -LOCK). Hence 
know: ledg(e)aBLe t(f. the vb.) recognizable 
XVII; (f. the sb.; orig. dial.) well informed 
XIX. Q] For -dge cf. PARTRIDGE. 


knub nab small lump or swelling. xvi 
(Levins). - MLG. knubbe, var. of knobbe 
KNOB, 


knuckle na-kl tend of a bone at a joint xiv; 
spec. bone at a finger-jomt xv. Late ME. 
knokel - MLG. knékel, corr. to OF ris. 
knok(e)e, MDu. knokel, kndkel (Du. kneukel), 
MHG, knuchel, kniichel (G. knéchel), dim. of 
the base of MLG. knoke (Du. knok), MHG. 
knoche (G. knochen) bone, perh. ult. rel. to 
KNEE. 

knut nat, (also) kona‘t joc. var. of NUT in 
sense ‘fashionable smart young man!,c.1910. 


koa kou':o species of acacia of the Sandwich 
Islands. xix. Hawaian. 


koala kouà:lo Australian arboreal marsupial. 
XIX. — native names Rülla, kaild. The cur- 
rent form koala arose perh. as a misreading 
of koola, which was formerly current. 

kobold kou:beld (in G. folk-lore} familiar 
spirit, goblin, gnome. xIx. =G. kobold, 
MHG. kobolt = MDu. cobout (Du. ka- 
bouter), perh. for *kobwalt, f. kobe house, 
COVE! -+ stem of walten rule (see WIELD); cf. 
OE. cofgodas, -godu ‘house-gods’, lares and 
penates. Cf. COBALT. 

kodak kou-dek photographic camera. XIX. 
Arbitrary word invented by George East- 
man as a trade-mark, patented 1888. 
koh-i-noor kouinuo:i famous Indian dia- 
mond; also gen. xix (Thackeray). - Pers. 
kóh-i nür mountain of light. 


kohl koul powder used to darken the eyelids. 
xvin. — Arab. kohl; cf. ALCOHOL. 
kohl-rabi koulrá-bi cabbage with turnip- 
like stem. ~ G. kohlrabi- (with assim. to 
kohl corE) It. cauli or cavoli rape, pl. of 
cavolo rapa (whence F. chou-rave), repr. 
medL. caulorapa; see COLE, RAPE. 

koodoo, kudu kü:dü large antelope. XVIII. 
Xosa-Kaffir (zqudu). 


kookri see KUKRI. koola(h) see KOALA. 


kopje, koppie ko'pi smali hill in S. Africa. 
XIX. — Du. kopje, Afrikaans koppie, dim. of 
kop head = OE. copp, (O)HG. kopf. 


koran kórà:n, k5o:ron sacred book of Islam. 
XVIII (currawn). — Arab. qurán recitation, f. 
gara’a read; cf. ALCORAN. 


Korean, also formerly Corean k6ri-an pert. 
to (native of) Korea (Corea), a peninsula in 
E. Asia. xvii. f. Korea, the Jap. name of 
which was Chosen (cho sun ‘land of morning 
calm’); see -AN. 

kosher kou‘faz adj. and sb. of meat pre- 


pared according to Jewish law. x1x. — Heb. 
küshér right. 


KUMMEL 


kotal kou-tol mountain pass. xıx. Pushto. 


kotow, kow-tow koutau’, kautau’ Chinese 
gesture of respect by touching the ground 
with the forehead. xIx. — Chinese k‘o-t ou, 
f. k'o knock-+t'ou head. Hence vb. act ob- 
sequiously. xix (Disraeli). 

kotwal ko:twal chief officer of police in 
India. xvi. — (Hindi, Urdu) Pers. Rotwal. 

koumiss ki-mis fermented liquor made 
from mare's milk. xvii (chumis; earlier in 
corrupt forms cosmos, cosmus). ~ F. koumis, 
G. Rumyss, Pol. komis, kumys, Russ. kumys, 
-'[atar kumiz. 

kourbash, courbash kuoube| whip of 
(hippopotamus) hide. xix. = Arab. qurbäsh 
— Turk. girbách whip; cf. F. courbache. 

kraal kra! Central or S. African village; 
cattle enclosure xvii. ~ Afrikaans kraal 
~ Pg. curral, CORRAL. 

kraken krä'kən enormous mythical sea- 
monster. XVIII. — Norw. kraken (-n is the 
suffixed def. art.). 

krantz krænts (in S. Africa usu. krans) 
wall of rock. xix. — Afrikaans, Du. krans 
coronet, chaplet =- OHG., (MH)G. kranz 
coronet, circle, encircling ring of moun- 
tains, f. a base meaning ‘ring’. 


Kremlin kre:mlin citadel in a Russian 
town. XVI. -= F. kremlin = Russ. kreml 
citadel, of Tatar origin. 


kreutzer kroitsor small coin of Germany 
and Austria, orig. stamped with a cross, xvi 
(crocherd, Boorde). — G. kreuzer, f. kreuz 
CROSS, after medL. denarius crucigerus ‘cross- 
bearing penny'. 

kriegspiel krrgspil, |kri:k[pil. game simu- 
lating movements in warfare. xix. G., 
*war-game'. 

kris(s) see CREESE. 

krummhorn kru:mhóin obs. wind-instru- 
ment ; organ reed-stop (see CROMORNE, CRE- 
MONA?) xvii. G., ‘crooked horn’. 

krypton kri'pton (chem.) rare gas dis- 
covered by William Ramsay 1898. - Gr. 
kruptón, n. of kruptós hidden (see CRYPTIC). 

kudos kjü:dos renown. xvin (Coleridge). 
— Gr. Rádos. 


Ku-Klux-Klan kjüklAkskle:n U.S. secret 
society. xIX. Fanciful invention said to be 
based on Gr. kúklos circle, CYCLE, and CLAN. 


kukri, also formerly kookri ku:kri curved 
knife used by Gurkhas. xix. - Hindi Auri. 


kulak kü-lek well-to-do Russian farmer or 
trader; peasant proprietor. XIX. = Russ., 
‘fist’, ‘close-fisted person’. 

kultur kultü'r civilization as conceived by 
the Germans. xx. G., ~ L. cultūra CULTURE. 

kumara, -era ku:moro (N.Z.) sweet potato, 
Ipomza. xviii. Maori. 

kummel ku'məl, prop. kümmel küməl Ger- 
man liqueur flavoured with cummin. XIX. 
— G. kümmel, in OHG. kumil, var. of kumin 
- L. (Rom.) cuminum CUMMIN, 
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KUNKUR 


kunkur ka-nkoz coarse limestone of India. 
xix. ~ Hindi kankar—Prakrit kakkaram, 
Skr. karkaram. 


kuphar  kufor circular coracle. XVIII. 
- Arab. guffah circular basket or wicker 
boat. 


kursaal kü'rzal public building for the use of 
visitors at a health resort. xix ('l'hackeray). 
G., f. cur, kur - L. ctira CURE + saal hall, 
room. 


kvass kvæs fermented beverage of Russia. 
XVI (quass). Russ. kvas (OSI. Rvasi yeast = 
*kwdtsa-), cogn. with L. cdseus CHEESE (f. 
*cdso~ :- *kwdtso-). 


kyanize kai'oenalz treat (wood) so as to pre- 


LACE 


vent decay. XIX. f. name of the inventor 
J. H. Kyan (1832) + -1zE. 

kyloe kai-lou; also locally Ryley, etc., repr. 
old vars. of the Nhb. place-name Kyloe (OE. 
cy-léah cow pasture). One of a small long- 
horned breed of Highland cattle. xrx. 

kyrie kiə'riei, -ii, kaia-ri xv1; short for kyrie 
eleison kio'riei élerison XiV. medL. repr. 
of Gr. Kupie €Aénoov (Kuirie elééson) Lord, 
have mercy, as in the Gr. text of Ps. cxxii(i) 3, 
Matt. xx 30, 31. 


kyrielle kiriel form of French verse in 
which couplets end with the same word, 
which serves as a refrain. XIX. F., f. kyrie 
eleison (see prec.). 


kythe see KITHE. 


L 


la.* là sixth note of the scale. XIV ; see UT. 

la? là Texcl. accompanying a conventional 
phr. or form of address ; later, a mild substi- 
tute for Lord! or its var. Lard! xvi (Sh.). 
Weakened form of Lo; cf. “They cannot for- 
geue loe' (T. More), beside ‘You doe your 
selfe wrong indeede—la’, and ‘La you’ (Sh.). 


laager la-ga1 encampment. xix. - Afri- 
kaans lager (now laer) = G. lager, Du. leger; 
see LAIR, LEAGUER. 


labarum l1ze:boroóm Roman standard of the 
late Empire. xvir. —late L. (Prudentius, 
Tertullian), whence Byz. Gr. labarón. 


labdanum ize:bdonom. xvi. med. form of 
L. ládanum (see LADANUM). 


Jabefaction lebife:-kfon overthrow, down- 
fall. xvir. f. labefact-, pp. stem of L. labe- 
facere weaken, f. lab: fall (see LAPSE) -+-facere 
make, D0!; see -TION. 


label leibəl Tnarrow band or strip xiv; 
narrow strip carrying the seal of a document 
XVI; slip containing name or description of 
an object xvi1; dripstone xix. — OF. label 
ribbon, fillet (now lambeau rag), prob. 
= Germ. form rel. to Lap!, with dim. suffix. 
Hence vb. xvi (Sh.). 


labial Iei-biol pert.tothelips. xvi. -~medL. 
labidlis, f. labia lips; see LIP, -AL.. So 
labiaTE? lei:bieit lipped. xviii. — modL. 


labile le-bail prone to fall. xv. -late L. 
labilis, f. lábi fall, LAPSE; see -ILE. 


laboratory le-borotori,lobo':rotori building 

set apart for (scientific) research. xvii. 
- medL. laborátórium, f. laborát-, -àre; see 
next and -onvy!. Abbrev. lab leb, xix. 


labour, U.S. labor lei:/bor toil, work xim 
(Cursor M.); travail of childbirth xv: 
(Spenser). — OF. labour, labor (mod. labeur 


ploughing) = L. labérem, nom. labor exer- 
tion, trouble, suffering, perh. orig. burden 
under which one staggers, rel. to labdre slip 
(see LAPSE). So la‘bour vb. xrv (‘till, culti- 
vate’). —(O)F. labourer (now chiefly, plough) 
— Pr. lavorar — L. labérdre, f. labér-. la-- 
bourer. xiv. -- (O)F. laboureur ; see -ER!, -ER?. 
laborious labdo-rios. x1v (Gower; contemp. 
with tlaborous, Ch.). —- (O)F. laborieux = L. 
laboriosus. Cf. collaborate, elaborate. Q The 
Rom. sense of ‘ploughing’ is developed from 
L. boum labores ‘works of oxen’, laborare 
frumenta ceterosque fructus cultivate corn and 
other crops. 


laburnum leb5-1inoam leguminous tree with 
yellow pendulous flowers. xvi. = L. (Pliny), 
prob. of foreign origin. 


labyrinth le-birinp structure made of inter- 
communicating passages of bewildering 
complexity. xvi. = F. labyrinthe or L. laby- 
rinthus — Gr. labirinthos, of non-Hellenic 
origin. Q| Several deriv. adjs. have been 
used: labyri:nthal (rare) xvi, tlabyri:nthtal 
(xv1), labyri-nthian (xv1), labyri-nthic (xvi), 
labyri:nthical (xvi), labyri-nthine (xvii), the 
last of which remains alone in gen. use. 


lac! lzk dark-red resin, red dye. xv: (Jack(e), 
lacca). — (through Du. lak, F. laque, or Sp., 
Pg. laca, It. lacca) Hind. lākh :— Prakrit 
lakkha :~ Skr. ladkshad. Cf. LAKE*, SHELLAC. 


lac? see LAKH. 


lace leis }noose, snare; string or cord for 
tying XIII; ornamental braid; openwork of 
cotton, silk, etc. xvi. ME. las, laas, (later) 
lace - OF. laz, las (mod. lacs noose) = Pr. 
latz, Sp. lazo, It. laccio, Rum. lat :- CRom. 
*lacium, for L. laqueu-s noose, rel. to lax 
deception, lacere, -licere entice (cf. DELIGHT). 
So lace vb. xu. = OF. lacier (mod. lacer) 
= Pr, lasar, Sp. lagar, It. lacciare += CRom. 
#laciãre. 


[510] 


LACERATE 





lacerate la'soreit tear the flesh of. xvi. f. 
pp. stem of L. lacerdre, f. lacer mangled, 
torn; see -ATE?., 


lacertian  los5:ifíon, -tion pert. to the 
lizards. xix. f. L. lacerta LIZARD+-IAN. So 
lace:rtine!. 


laches le-tfiz remissness, neglect x1v (PPI, 
Gower); (leg.) negligence in the performance 
of a legal duty xvi. — AN. laches(se) = OF. 
laschesse (mod. lachesse cowardice), f£. lasche 
(mod. láche) — Pr. lasc :- Rom. *lascus, for 
L. laxus LAX; see -Ess?. 


lachryma Christi le:krimo kristai strong 
sweet wine of S. Italy. xvi. L., ‘tear of 
Christ’; in It. lagrima (or ~e) di Cristo. 


lachrymal le‘krimol pert. to tears. XVI. 
— medL. lachrymalis, lacrimdlis, f. lacrima, 
earlier lacruma tear, rel. to Gr. ddkru; see 
-AL!. The sp. with ch and y reflects medL. 
practice; y is retained in Eng. by assoc. with 
the Gr. word. 5ola:chrymatonY! tear-vase. 
xvii (Sir T.. Browne) : after chrismatory, etc. 


la-chrymosse tearful. xvi. = L. la-chry- 
mous. xv (Caxton). 


laciniate  losrnieit (nat. hist.) jagged, 
slashed. xvii. f. L. lacinia tuft, fringe, skirt 
of a garment-+ -ATE?. 


lack lek vb. tbe wanting x11; ¢tblame, dis- 
parage xII1; be without xiv. So lack sb. 
tdefect, fault x11; want, need xiv. The 
early appearance of these words and the 
existence of several cogns. suggest the possi- 
bility of a CGerm. *lak- orig. expressing 
‘deficiency’, ‘defect’, which may have been 
actually repr. in OE.; cf. OFris. lek blame, 
lackia, leckia, MLG., MDu. lak deficiency, 
fault, blame (Du. lak calumny), laken be 
wanting, blame, ON. lakr defective, ODa. 
lakke depreciate; but some uses may be of 
Scand. or LG. origin. 


lackadaisical  lekodeizikol] marked by 
vapid sentiment. xvi (Sterne). prop. 
given to affected or languishing exclamation ; 
f. lackadaisy (xvii), extended form of lack- 
a-day (xvii), aphetic of alack-a-day, earlier 
ALACK the day (Sh.) 4- -ICAL. 


lackey, lacquey le-ki footman, valet. xvi. 
Formerly also alakay (xvi, Sc.) = F. laquats, 
Talaquais (whence also It. lacché, Pg. halaqué, 
and G. lakai) ~ Cat. alacay (whence also Sp. 
(a)lacayo, Pg. lacayo) = Sp., Pg. alca:de 
ALCALDE. Hence as vb. xvi. 

laconic loko-nik (L-) Lacedzmonian, Spar- 
tan; brief of speech. xvi. —- L. Lacónicus 
- Gr. Lakónikós, f. Lákón member of the 
Spartan race, renowned for brevity of speech 
(cf. BpayvAoyia tis Aakcvuc), Plato); see -1C. 


lacquer, U.S. lacker lækər tlac (the dye) 
XVI; varnish made from a solution of shellac 
in alcohol xvii. Earlier la(c)ker - F. Tlacre 
kind of sealing-wax, Sp., Pg. lacre, It. tlacra; 
app. unexpl. var. or extension of Sp., Pg. 
laca LAC}. 





LADY 


lacrosse lokro-s N. Amer. ball-game played 
with a racket-like implement called crosse. 
XVIII (La Crosse). f. F. (le jeu de) la crosse 
‘(the game of) the hooked stick’. (O)F. crosse 
prob. - Germ. *krukjó CRUTCH. 


Jact- lekt stem of L. lac, g. lactis milk (cf. 
Gr. gála, g. gdlaktos ; see GALAXY) in derivs. : 
lacta:TION suckling xvi (f. L. lactáre), 
la-ctear! xvir (f. L. lacteus), la-ctEOUS XVII 
(Sir T. Browne), lacte:scENT xvir milky, 
secreting a milky juice (f. L. lactéscere), 
la-ctic (chem.) xvii, whence la:ctarre! 
XVIII, lacti-FEROUS XVII (Ray), irreg. comb. 
form lacto- xix, la:ctosE? xix. 


lacuna ləkjū'nə gap, hiatus. xvi. - L. 
lactina pool, pond, ditch, cavity, cleft, orig. 
fem. of an adj. (sc. agua; ‘water collected in 
a hollow’), £. lacus LAKE’. 


lacrim-, lacrym- see LACHRIMAL, etc, 


lacustrine ləka'strain pert. to a lake. xix. 
f. L. lacus LAKE!, after palüster marshy (f. 
palūs marsh); see -INE!. 


lad led tserving-man, varlet x111 (Havelok) ; 
youth, young fellow xvi. ME. ladde, of 
unkn. origin ; the earliest evidence and even 
modern currency point to concentration in 
the east and west midlands and so perh. to 
Scand. origin (cf. Norw. aske|ladd neglected 
child, (cap.) Boots, tusse\ladd duffer, muff). 
Hence la:ddiE. xvi. 


Jadanum lz:donom gum resin derived from 
Cistus. xvi. —L. ládanum — Gr. ládanon, 
lédanon, f. lédon mastic. 


ladder  le:do: appliance consisting of 
parallel bars or steps fixed in a close series for 
ascending and descending. OE. hl#d(d)er = 
OFris. hlédere, MDu. lédere (Du. leer), 
OHG. Ieitara (G. leiter) :- WGerm. *xlaidr-, 
f. *xlai- *xli- (see LEAN?). 


lade leid A. load (a ship, etc.); B. draw 
(water, etc.), bale. OE. Aladan, pt. hlod, pp. 
gehladen, corr. to OFris. hlada, OS., OHG. 
hladan (Du., G. laden), ON. hlaóa, Goth. 
-hlapan; CGerm. str. vb. rel. to OSI. kiadg, 
klasti lay, place. Cf. Last?. Hence la-dine?. 
XV. 


la-di-da, lardy-dardy ladidà-(di) affected- 
ly ‘swell’. xix. imit. of ‘haw-haw’ style of 
speech. 


Ladin ladi-n denoting a group of Romance 
dialects spoken in the Grisons, the Engadine, 
and Friuli (Switzerland). — It. ladino = L. 
Latinu-s LATIN. 


ladle lei:dl deep long-handled spoon. OE, 
hledel, £. hladan LADE! ; see -LE}, 


lady lei:di Tmistress of a household ; (arch.) 
female ruler ; (Our L.) the Virgin Mary OE. ; 
woman of superior position (hence as a 
title); wife XII; woman of refinement XIX. 
OE. hlzfdige, £. hlaf LoaF+ *-dig- knead (cf. 
OE. d#ge kneader of bread, female (farm) 
servant, dairy-woman, corr. to ON. deigja 
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LAG 


servant-maid, dairy-maid, housekeeper; also 
DOUGH); like LORD, peculiar to Eng. In ME. 
there were normal parallel developments 
laddi, leddi, the latter surviving in Sc. leddy; 
the form lady descends from ME. lavedi. 
The OE. g. hléfdigan (ME. ladie) is repr. in 
Lady Day (ME. ure lefdi day x11, i.e. ‘Our 
Lady’s day’); so Lady chapel xv; also in 
plant-names, as lady smock xvi (contrast 
lady’s laces, mantle, slipper, thistle), and 
lady-bird ; cf. G. Marienhuhn; earlier lady- 
cow (cf. G. Marienkuh) and cow-lady. 


lag’ lzg failtokeep pace, fall behind. xvi. con- 

` tmp. with lag sb.! last or hindmost person, 
and adj. hindmost, falling behind, which 
may be a perversion of LAST? jn the series 
fog, seg, lag, which is used dial. in children’s 
games for ‘first, second, last’. 


lag? leg Tcarry off, steal xv1; (sl.) transport, 
apprehend xix. Of. unkn. origin. Hence 
lag sb.* (sl.) convict; term of penal servi- 
tude. XIX. 


lag? leg stave of a barrel xvir; lath or strip 
of material in a covering or casing (whence 
vb.) xix. prob. of Scand. origin, cf. Icel. 
laggar, Sw. lagg stave (laggkdrl cask), ON. 
logg rim of a barrel, f. */az- Lay’. 


Jagan le-gon goods or wreckage on the sea 
bottom. xvi. — OF. lagan (whence medL. 
laganum), perh. f. ON. lagn-, as in logn, g. 
lagnar drag-net, f. *lag- LAY!. 


lager (beer) là:goibio:r light kind of beer. 
XIX. — G. lagerbier ‘beer for keeping’, f. lager 
store (cf. LAAGER, LEAGUER?) J- bier BEER. 


lagoon logü:n area of brackish water sepa- 
rated from the sea. XVII. —It., Sp. laguna 
(partly through F. lagune) := L. lacūna pool 
(see LACUNA). 


laic lei-ik lay. xvi. — late L. Idicus Lay*. So 
la-icaAL. xvi; laicize leitisaiz. xix. 


laidly lé-dli (Sc.) offensive, hideous. xri 
(laithly, Cursor M.). north. var. of LOATHLY. 


lair leos tlying down; grave, tomb (Sc. 
graveyard plot); bed, couch OE.; animal’s 
place of rest xv. OE. leger = OF ris. leger 
situation, OS. legar bed (Du. leger bed, 
camp, LEAGUER?), OHQG. leger bed, camp (G. 
lager, infl. by lage situation; cf. LAGER), 
Goth. ligrs; f. *leg- (see Lik’). 


laird lIeaid (Sc.) landed proprietor. xv. Sc. 
form of LORD (north. ME. laverd), Q For 
the vocalism cf. BAIRN. 


laity lei-iti body of lay people. XVI. f. LAY? 
+-1Ty; in AN. laité (x1v) was used for ‘lay 
property’, 


lake! leik body of water surrounded by 
land; tpond, pool xti; Tpit, grave xiv. 
Early ME. lac - (O)F. lac - L. lacu-s basin, 
tub, tank, lake, pool, pit, rel. to Gr. ldkkos 
hole, ditch, Gael., Ir. loch LOCH, LOUGH, OE. 
lagu, ON. lọgr sea, water, OSI. ląka marsh. 
The present form, with long vowel, dating 


LAMBREQUIN 





from late x111, may be due to assim. to OE. 
lacu stream, or to independent adoption of 
L. lacus. 


lake? leik reddish pigment. xvir. unexpl. 
var. of Lact. 


lakh lek hundred thousand (of rupees). 
xvii. ~ Hind. lakh t= Skr. laksha mark, sign, 
token, 100,000. 


Lallan(s) le-lon; also Lallans sb., Scottish 
dialect. xvii (Burns) Sc. var. of Low- 
LAND(S). 


lallation leleifon Tchildish utterance ; pro- 
nunciation of r approaching that of l. xvii. 
- L. *lallatio(n-), f. lalldre (Persius) make 
lulling sounds, such as /alla. 


lam lem beatsoundly. xvi. perh. of Scand. 
origin (cf. Norw., Da. lamme lame, paralyse, 
based on lam- of ON. lamót pt., lamiór pp. 
of lemja beat so as to cripple, LaME. Hence 
synon. (dial.) lamsasTE lembei‘st. XVII; 
preceded by tlamback (xvt1). 


lama là:mo Buddhist priest of Mongolia 
and Tibet. xvir. Tibetan blama (with silent 
b) Solamasznv lama'səri monastery of 
lamas. xIx. — F. lamaserie (P. E.-R. Huc, 
c.1850), irreg. f. lama. 


lamantin ləmæ' ntin MANATEE. XVIL =F. 
lamantin, -entin, alteration of Sp. manaté, 
perh. by assoc. with lamenter and ref. to the 
animal’s wailing cry. 


lamb lem young of the sheep. OE. lamb 
(Nhb. nom. sg. lemb :—- *lambiz), pl. lambru 
(Nhb. .lombor, lomboreo) = OFris., OS., 
OHG. lamb (Du. lam, G. lamm), ON., 
Goth. lamb (in Goth. 'sheep") :- CGerm. 
*lambaz (n. of a class corr. to Gr. n. nouns 
in -os, L. in -us, as génos, genus), adopted 
in Finn. lammas; no certain cogns. are 
known outside Germ. Hence lamb vb. xvii. 
la-mbKIN. xvi (Spenser, Sh.). 


lambda le:mbds rth letter of the Gr. 
alphabet. xiv (Maund.), xvi: (Holland). Gr. 
lambda, ldbda. So la:mbdacisM, la:-bda- 
cISM too frequent repetition of l; faulty 
pronunciation of r resembling I. — late L. 
la(m)bdacismus — Gr. la(m)bdakismés (with 
interpolated k). lambdo lambda-shaped. 
XVI. ~ F. lambdoide ~ modL. - Gr. lambdo- 
eidés, -OI‘DAL. XVII. 


lambent le-mboent (of flame) playing lightly 
upon a surface, shining with soft clear heat. 
xvul (Cowley). — L. lambent-, -éns, prp. of 
lambére lick, rel. to LAP?. 


lamboys lze:mboiz (antiq.) skirt in steel of 
‘Tudor armour. xix. Taken up by anti- 
quaries from lamboys in Hall’s Chronicle of 
Henry IV, where it may be an error for lam- 
boys, i.e. jambeaux (leg-pieces). 


lambrequin le:mbrokin scarf worn over a 
helmet xvii ; (U.S3.) cornice with a valance, 
pelmet xix. — F. lambrequin =- Du. *lamper- 
kin, dim. of lamper veil; see -KIN. 
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lame leim crippled or maimed, esp. in the 


leg. OE. lama = OF ris. lam, lom, OS. lamo 
(Du. lam), OHG. lam (G. lahm), ON. lami 
s~ CGerm. (exc. Goth.) */amon, orig. weak 
in the limbs, rel. to OHG. luomi dull, slack, 
gentle, OSI. lomiti break. Hence lame vb. 
XIII ; first in pp. after ON. lamiór ; repl. OE. 
lemian — ON. lemja (pt. lamóa, pp. lamiór). 

lamella lome-le thin plate. xvi. — L., dim. 
of LAMINA. 


lament lome:nt demonstrative expression 
of grief. xvi (Sh.). —L. ldmentum; or f 
lament vb. xvi. — F. lamenter or L. laémen- 
tari. So (earlier) lamentasre le:montobl. 
xv, lamenta‘TION. xiv. — (O)F. or L. 


lamia lermio fabulous monster with the 

body of a woman. xvi. L.- Gr. Lámia 
female monster that devoured children, 
voracious fish. 


lamina læ'minə thin plate or scale. xvir. 
— L, lämina, lammina. Fience la'minaATE?, 
-atED!. XVII. 


Lammas læ'məs rst August, the feast of 
St. Peter in Chains, observed in A.-S. Eng- 
land by the consecration of bread made from 
the first ripe corn. OE. hldfmesse, f. hiaf 
LOAF-+ mzsse festival, Mass?. 


lammergeyer ]lz:moigaioi bearded vul- 
ture, Gypzetus barbatus. xix. - G. lámmer- 
geier, £. lämmer, g. pl. of lamm LAMB +geier 
vulture. 


lamp læmp vessel containing a substance 
burnt for the purpose of illumination. XH 
(‘Vices and Virtues’). — (O)F. lampe = Pr. 
lampe(z)a, Sp. lampana, It. lampada, -ana 
:- late L. lampada, f. acc. of lampas = Gr. 
lampds, lampad- torch, rel. to lémpein shine. 
comp. la‘mpBLACK. XVI. 


lampas? læmpəs swelling of the fleshy 
lining of the mouth in horses. xvi. - (O)F. 
lampas, prob. f. dial. lãpdá throat, l@pé gums, 
f. nasalized var. of Germ. *lap- LAP?. 


lampas? læ'mpəs A. tglossy crape XIV; B. 
flowered silk from China xix. In A prob. 
- Du. tlampers (now lamfer); in B-F. 
een, T-asse, which may be a different 
word. 


lIlampion le:mpion pot of (usu.) coloured 
glass with oil and wick, used in illumina- 
tions. XIX (Thackeray). = F. lampion = Ít. 
lampione, f. F. lampe LAMP. 


lampoon læmpū'n virulent or scurrilous 
satire. XVII. — F. lampon, said to be f. lam- 
pons let us drink (used as a refrain), 1st pl. 
imper. of lamper gulp down, booze, nasalized 
form of laper LAP?; see -00N. Hence vb. 
XVII. 


lamprey lz:mpri fish having a sucker-like 
mouth. xir (xir). - OF. lampreie (mod. 
lamproie) — Pr. lampre(z)a, Sp. lamprea, It. 
lampreda :- medL. lampreda (vir), whence 
also OE. lamprede, Du. lampreide, OHG. 
lampreta, possibly alteration of lampetra (v), 
which is expl. as f. lambere lick + petra stone 


(with allusion to the lamprey attaching itself 
to stones). Cf. LIMPET. 


lance làns weapon with a long shaft and an 
iron or steel head. xir. ~ (O)F. lance = Pr. 
lansa, Sp. lanza, It. lancta :- L. lancea, of 
alien origin (Iberian acc. to Varro, from Gr. 
logkhé acc. to Festus, but prob. Celtic). The 
F. word was adopted into the Germ. langs. 
Lance corporal (xvii1) was based on LANCE- 
PESADE; lance sergeant (XIX) was analogical, 
So lance vb. fling, hurl; (dial.) spring, 
bound; pierce, make incision in xIv. — (O)F. 
lancer, t-ier, f. lance; cf. LAUNCH}, la-ncER? 
soldier armed withalance. xvi. ~ F. lancier ; 
cf. late L. lancearius. 


lancegay lai-nsgei (arch.) kind of lance. xtv 
(Ch.). — OF. lancegaye, perh. alteration, by 
assoc. With LANCE, of l’archegaye ASSEGAI. 


lanceolate lz:nsidleit shape like a spear- 
head. xvui. = late L. lanceolätus, f. lanceola, 
dim. of L. lancea LANCE; see -ATE?. 


lancepesade lanspiza-d (hist.) lance-cor- 
poral. xvi. — F. tlancepessade (now anspes- 
sade) ‘the meanest officer in a foot company’ 
(Cotgr.) - It. lancia spezzata soldier on a 
forlorn hope, devoted adherent, lit. broken 
lance, i.e. lancia LANCE, spezzata, fem. pp. 
of spezzare break :- Rom. *dispettiãre (DIS-, 
PIECE); vars. with -pres-, -pris- (-z-) are due 
to assoc. with Sp., It. presa seizure, capture. 


lancet là:nsit surgical instrument for making 
incisions XV; (archit.) applied attrib. to 
pointed windows xvin. -(OJ)F. lancette, 
dim. of lance; see LANCE, -ET. 


lancinate lz-nsineit pierce. xvul. f. pp. 
stem of L. lancindre tear, rel. to lacer; see 
LACERATE and -ATE®, 


land lend solid portion of the earth’s 
surface; ground, soil; country, territory, 
realm, domain ; Tcountry (opposed to town); 
ridge in a ploughed field OE.; strip divi- 
sion of a field xiv; (Sc.) building divided 
into tenements xv. OE. land = OFris., 
OS., ON., Goth. land, OHG. lant (Du., 
G. land):- CGerm. *landam, rel. to 
OCeltic *landa (Ir. land, lann enclosure, 
W. llan enclosure, church, Cornish lan open 
space, plain, Breton lann heath), whence F. 
lande heath, moor, LAUND. The IE. base 
*londh- is not evidenced in other langs., but 
the var. *lendh- is repr. by OSI. ledina heath, 
desert (Russ. ljadd, ljadína), (O)Sw. linda 
fallow land. comp. la:ndLA:Dv. xvi, after 
la‘nditorp OE. landhidford; la-ndmMark! 
OE. landmearc. la‘ndsLivE U.S. (x1x) equiv. 
of la-ndsriP xvii. Hence land vb. bring to 
land xir (K. Horn); come to land xıv (Wycl. 
Bible) ; rep]. OE. lendan :— *landjan. Whence 
la‘ndinc! disembarkation xv; platform in 
a flight of stairs xvii. @ Several foreign 
comps. have been or are current, as land- 
amman (xvii), landdrost (xvii), landgrave 
(xvi), landsturm (x1x), landtag (xvi), land- 
wehr (xix). 
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landau le:nd5 four-wheeled carriage. XVIII. 
Name of a town in Germany where the 
vehicle was first made. (The G. name is 
landauer, short for landauer wagen ‘carriage 
of the people of Landau’.) Hence landau- 
LE'T, -le-tte. XVIII. 

landloper le:ndlou:por (hist.) vagabond. 
XVI. — MDu. landlooper, f. land LAND-- 
loopen run, LEAP. (Earlier Tlandleaper (x1v), 
with accommodation to Eng.). 


landrail jx ndreil corn-crake. 
LAND 4- RAIL? ; cf. G. landraile. 


landscape  le:n?skeip, lae'nskip picture 
representing natural inland scenery XVI 
(landskip); view of such scenery xvi1 (lant- 
skip, Milton), -MDu. lantscap, (mod.) 
landschap landscape, province (cf. OE. land- 
séipe region, tract, OS. landskipi, OHG. 
lantscaf, ON. landskapr); see LAND, -SHIP. 
Adopted from Du. as a painter’s term, like 
easel; the form landskip repr. the Du. pro- 
nunc. la:ndsyop. 

lane lein narrow way or passage. OE. lane 
— Oris. lana, laen, MDu. ldne (Du. laan), 
of unkn. origin. 

langrage, ~idge le-ngrid3 (hist.) case shot 
loaded with pieces of iron. XVIII. repl. 
Țlangrel(l), -ill (xvir Capt. Smith); of unkn. 
origin. 

lang syne lensaitn (Sc.) long ago. xvi 
(Dunbar). Sc. lang LONG+ syne, contr. form 
of sithen SINCE. | Familiar in auld lang syne 
(from Burns). 

language lz:ngwid3 body of words as used 
by a people; form of words, style of expres- 
sion, XIII. ME. langage, later language - (O)F. 
langage (AN. also language, after langue 
tongue, speech) = Pr. leng(u)atge (whence 
Sp. lenguaje, lt. linguaggio) :- Gallo-Rom. 
*lingudticum, f. lingua tongue, language; see 
LINGUISTIC, -AGE. 

languish le:ngwif grow weak or faint. XIII 
(Cursor M.). —(O)F. langutss-, lengthened 
stem of languir (= Pr., Sp. languir, It. 
languire) :- Rom. *languire, for L. languére 
languish, rel. to laxus slack, LAx?; see -ISH?. 
So la‘nguip’. xvi. —-F. or L. languor? 
le:ng(w)or Tdisease, woeful plight, mental 
distress xiir (Cursor M.); faintness, weari- 
ness XVIII. — OF. languor (mod. langueur) 
~= L. languor, -órem ; reinforced later from L. 

langur la:ng"ar Indian long-tailed monkey. 
xIx (Heber). — Hindi langur (Skr. ldngiilin 
tailed). 

laniard see LANYARD. 

laniary lez-nisri (of teeth) adapted for tear- 
ing. XIX. — L. lamiarius, f. lanidre tear with 
the nails, etc. ; see -ARY. 

laniferous lei-, lani-feras wool-bearing. 
xvi. f. L. ldnifer, f. lana WOOL ; see -FEROUS. 
So lani-ric wool-producing. xvu. -L. 
lani-GEROUS wool-bearing. XVIL f. L. 

lank lenk loose, flabby, hollow OE. ; straight 
and flat xvi. OE. hlanc, f. Germ. *ylayk-, 
which appears in (M)HG. lenken bend, turn 


XVII. f. 


aside, OE. (A)lanca hip, loin, OHG. lancha; 
cf, FLANK, FLINCH, LINK’. Hence lanky’, 
XVII. 


lanner lz:no1 species offalcon. xiv. -(O)F. 
lanier, perh. sb. use of lanier cowardly (cf. 
medL. syn. tardarius), which was developed 
from a derogatory application of lanier 
weaver :— L. /@ndrius wool-merchant, f. lana 
WOOL ; see -ER*?, 

lanolin lx:nólin fatty matter from sheep's 
wool. xix. - G., f. L. làna woor 4-ol|eum 
OIL -]- -IN. 


lansquenet lz:nskonet (hist.) mercenary 
soldier in Germany; German card-game. 
XVIL. — F. lansquenet — G. landsknecht, f. g. 
of land LAND + knecht in the sense of ‘sol- 
dier’, KNIGHT., 


lantern le-ntoin case of glass, etc., contain- 
ing and protecting a light x111 (Cursor M.); 
glazed turret-like erection xv. ~= (O)F. lan- 
terne — Pr., Pg., It. lanterna :— L. lanterna, 
f. Gr. lamptér torch, lamp (f. ldmpein shine ; 
cf. LAMP), after lucerna lamp. Q| The fre- 
quent form lanthorn is due to assoc. with 
horn, lanterns having been formerly made 
with horn windows. 


lanthanum læ'npənəm (chem.) rare metal- 
lic element. xix. modL. (Mosander), f. Gr. 
lanthánein escape the notice of; ‘it has 
hitherto lain concealed in oxide of cerium’ 
(1841). 

lanuginous lenja:dzineas downy. xvi. f.L. 
lànüginósus, f. lánugó down, f. lána wooL, 
see -OUS. | 

lanyard ize:njoad Twhip-lash xv; (naut.) 
short piece of rope xvii. - (O)F. lanière, 
earlier Jasniere, f. lasne, perh. due to crossing 
of laz LACE and nasle = Germ. *nastila- (G. 
nestel string, lace) ; adopted earlier as tlainer 
(xiv, Ch.); the final syll. was assoc. with 
YARD*. 

Laodicean lei:ódisiroón ‘lukewarm, neither 
cold nor hot’, like the church of Laodicea 
(Rev. iii 15, 16). xvii. f. L. Laodicea, Gr. 
Ldodikeia, name of a city in Asia Minor 
(now Latakia); see -EAN. 


lap? læp Tskirt of a garment; Tlobe OE.; 
Tfold of a robe x111; front part of a skirt and 
of the body from waist to knees xu (La3.). 
OE. lzppa, corr. to OF ris. lappa, OS. lappo, 
OHG. lappa, with pp for pf from LG. (G. 
lappen); cf. ON. leppr clout, rag, lock of 
hair; Gr. lobds LOBE has been compared. 
comp. la‘ppoc. xvi (Evelyn). 


lap? lep take up with the tongue. OE. 
lapian, corr. to MLG., MDu. lapen, OHG. 
laffan, f. Germ. *lap-, repr. also by OHG. 
giepphen swallow, MHG. leffen, Icel. lepja 
(:— *lapjan) lick, OS. lepil, MLG. lepel, 
OHG. leffil (G. léffel) spoon, and rel. to L. 
lambere (see LAMBENT), Gr. ldptein lick, lap ; 
cf. also LIMPET. OE. lapian is repr. directly 
by ME., dial. lape, Sc. laip, the present lap 
being prob. due to (O)F. laper (of Germ. 
origin, if not independently imit.). 
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LAP 


lap? lep wrap, enfold x11; lay over, so as 
to cover; project beyond (cf. OVERLAP) XVII. 
Earlier in Tbilappe, tbileppe, f. bit- BE- + lappe, 
*lebbe LAP!. Hence lap sb. amount by 
which something overlaps XVIII; act of en- 
circling, turn round a track XIX. 


laparo- læ'pərou, læpərə' comb. form of 
Gr. lapdrá flank, £. laparós soft, in medical 
terms, as laparo:tomy. XIX. 


lapel lope: part of a coat folded over to- 
wards the shoulder. xvin (Mrs. Piozzi). f. 
LAP!J--ELI. Hence lape-llgp. xvir1 (Smol- 
lett). Q Formation and stress are abnormal, 


lapidary læ'pidəri sb. one who cuts stones 
XIV; adj. suitable for monumental inscrip- 
tions XVIII. — L. lapiddrius, f. lapid-, lapis 
stone; see -ARY. 


lapilli ləpi'lai fragments of stone from a 
volcano. XVIII. pl. of It. lapillo = L. lapillus, 
dim. of lapis stone. 


lapis lazuli le-pis le-zjilai silicate pro- 
ducing ultramarine pigment. XIV (Trevisa). 
f. L. lapis stone+ lazuli, g. of medL. lazu- 
lum, varying with lazur, lazurius, f. Pers. 
lézhward AZURE. 


Lapp lep of the Mongoloid race called by 
themselves Sabme. xix. — Sw. Lapp, perh. 
orig. a term of contempt (cf. MHG. lappe 
simpleton), in medL. Lappo (-ön-)}, whence 
Lappo:niaN. xvir (T'opsell). F. Lapon. 


lappet læ'pit fold, flap xv1; lobe of ear, etc., 
XVII. f. LAP!+-ET. 


lapse leps slip of the memory, etc.; fall 

from rectitude, grace, etc. ; termination of a 
right XVI; . gliding, flow xvr (Milton); pass- 
ing (of time) XVIII. ~ L. lapsus, f. laps-, pp. 
stem of labi glide, slip, fall, rel. to labdre 
slip, labor LABOUR; cf. F. laps (de temps). So 
lapse vb. fall, pass away XVII; fall in, be- 
come void; glide, sink xviir. Partly -= L. 
lapsáre (f. laps-), partly f. the sb. @ For 
comps. see COLLAPSE, ELAPSE, RELAPSE. 


Laputan lopjü:ton pert.to Laputa, visionary, 
chimerical. xix (Swift's form is Laputian). 
f. Laputa, the flying island in 'Gulliver's 
"Travels! ri1 ii (1726) ; see -AN. 


lapwing le:pwir bird of the plover family, 
pewit. OE. hléapewince, the first el. of 
which is formally identical with LEAP!, and 
appears in Fris. names of the bird, e.g. leap, 
leap, mantsjeleap, wyfkeleap, the second el. 
contains the base (meaning ‘move sideways 
or from side to side’) of OE., wincian WINK. 
Variation of form is shown by ME. lhap- 
vynche (Ayenbite of Inwyt), lappewinke 
(Gower), lapwyng (Lydg.) ; the present form 
is due to assoc. with LAP? and WING, 'be- 
cause he lappes or clappes the wings so 
often’, Minsheu, 1617. 


lar là: pl. lares leariz, lars läiz house- 
hold god(s); hearth, home xvi. — L. Jar, pl. 
ldrés; prob. orig. ‘infernal divinities’ and 
hence rel. to /árua spectre, ghost (LARVA). 





LARRIKIN 


larboard 14:1bd1d, -o1d_ side of a ship to the 
left of a person looking from stern to bows. 
xiv. orig. lad(d)borde, lathebord, the second 
el. of which is BOARD (OE. bord, ON. borði 
ship’s side), the first is of uncertain origin, 
but may be from LADE, the orig. sense being 
‘the side on which deck cargo was taken in’, 
€ The OE. term was bæcbord ‘the side at 
the back of the steersman’ (the steering- 
paddle being worked over the right side) = 
LG., Du. bakboord (whence G. backbord, 
F. bâbord). 


larceny Jd-1soni_ theft. xv (Fortescue). 
- AN. *larcenie, f. (O)F. larcin = L. latrõ- 
cinium, f. latré(n-) brigand, robber, (earlier) 
mercenary soldier, f. Gr. ldiron pay, latretis 
mercenary, latretiein serve (cf. LATRIA). 


larch lait{ coniferous tree, Abies Larix (L. 
europza). XVI Ace by William 
Turner 1548). - MHG. larche, var. of lerche 
(G. lürche) :- OHG. *larihha, *lerihha —- L. 
laricem, nom. larix, prob. of alien origin. 
Q The L. form larix læ-riks was current 
XVI-XIX, with var. Tlarinx, tlari(n)ch. 


lard laid (fat) bacon or pork; internal fat 
of swine’s abdomen. xv. — (O)F. lard bacon 
— Sp., It. lardo :- L. ldr(i)dum, rel. to Gr. 
larinds fat. So lard vb. —(O)F. larder. 
la:rdER? room for storing provisions. XIV. 
~ AN. larder, OF. -ier, medL. lardárium. 


lardy-dardy see La-DI-DA. lares see LAR. 


large 1la1d3 liberal, generous xII; tample; 
wide in range or capacity XIII; tbroad xIv; 
great, big xv. —(O)F. large (now ‘broad, 
wide’) := L. larga, fem. of largu-s abundant, 
bountiful; the fem. early supplanted OF. m. 
*larc (= Pr. larc, Sp. largo long, It. largo 
wide). So largess? la-1dzes_ tliberality 
xu; liberal bestowal of gifts xiv. — (O)F. 
largesse = Pr., Sp. largueza, Yt. larghezza 
:*- Rom. *largitia,f. L. largus. largo là-1gou 
(mus.) slow and dignified; movement so 
marked. xvir. [t., ‘broad’. 


lariat læ'riət rope used for picketing. XIX. 
— Sp. la reata the rope used to tie mules 
together, f. reatar tie up again, f. re- RE-+ 
atar tie t- L. aptare fit, f. aptus APT. 


lark! lask bird well known for its early 
morning song. OE. láferce, older l&werce, 
làurice, corr. to MLG., MDu. léwer(i)ke 
(Du. leeuwerik), OHG. lérahha (G. lerche), 
ON. levirki (perh. from Eng.); of unkn. 
origin. The Sc. var. laverock lē'vrək, 
læ'vərək descends from ME. laverok. comp. 
la‘rkspur. xvi (larkes spur, Lyte, Gerarde); 
so called from the spur-shaped calyx. 


lark? làik (colloq.) play tricks, frolic. xix. 
poss. repr. dial. /ake play, sport (pronounced 
lesk) - ON. /leika — OE. làcan play, sport, 
MHG. leichen, Goth. laikan dance. Hence 
lark sb. xix. 


larrikin læ'rikin street rowdy, hooligan. 
xIx. Originated in Melbourne, Australia, 
c.1870; perh. f. Larry, pet-form of the name 
Laurence, common in Ireland; see -KIN. 
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larrup le-rep (colloq.) thrash. xrx. Of 
dial. origin ; perh. based on lather or leather. 


larum (arch.) le:rom. xvi. Aphetic of 
ALARUM. 


larva là:;vo A. Tspectre, ghost xvir ; B. in- 
sect in the grub state xvii. — L., ‘disern- 
bodied spirit’, ‘ghost’, ‘mask’ (cf. LAR); 
sense B is due to Linnæus, and is an applica- 
tion of the sense ‘mask’, the notion being 
that the perfect insect or imago is not recog- 
nizable in the larva (Ray, 1691, had spoken 
of ‘the same Insect under a different Larva 
or habit’). 


larynx iz'rigks cavity in the throat contain- 
ing the vocal cords. xvi. —modL. — Gr. 
lárugx ; comb. form lary:ngo-. Hence laryn- 
geAL! léri:ndzol. xvir. f. modL. laryngeus. 


lascar læ'skăr East Indian sailor. xvir. ult. 
based on Urdu (— Pers.) lashkar army, camp, 
either as a misuse of this, or through early 
Pg. laschar, lasquarin, -im native (East In- 
dian) soldier, the latter orig. = Urdu adj. 
lashkari military. 

lascivious losi-vios inclined or inciting to 
lust. xv. — late L. lascividsus, f. L. lascivia 
licentiousness, f. lascivus sportive, lustful, 
wanton, f. adj. *laskos or vb. *lascáre, which 
may be ult. rel. to LUST. 


lash! lef A.makeasudden movement ; dash 
XIV; B. jlavish xvi; C. (from the sb.) flog, 
scourge XIV. prob. echoic or symbolic, like 
the contemporary flush ; cf. the parallel dash 
| dush, flash | flush, mash | mush, smash | 
dial. smush. Hence lash sb. blow, esp. witha 
whip ; flexible part of a whip. xiv. la‘sher!. 
XVII. 


lash? Tlace xv ; (naut.) make fast with a cord 
XVII. perh. of LG. origin; cf. MDu. lasche 
rag, patch, gusset, Du. laschen patch, sew 
together, scarf (timber). 

lashings lze:Jinz (Anglo-Ir.), ‘floods’, abun- 
dance. xIx. f. LASH! in sense ‘lavish’; see 
-ING!. 

Jaspring le-sprin young salmon. XVIII. 
perh. alteration of  *laxpink, tlakspynk 
(f. LAX! -- pink minnow, young salmon), and 
interpreted as a contr. of last spring. 


lass les girl. xir (Cursor M.). ME. /asce, 

las(se) ; of difficult etym., like boy, girl, lad; 
perh. north. development (cf. ass for *ask 
ashes, ass for ask vb., buss for busk vb.) 
of *lask :- ON. *laskwa, fem. of *Jaskwar 
unmarried, repr. by OSw. losk Rona un- 
married woman (spec. use of the sense 
‘unoccupied’ or ‘having no fixed abode’, 
orig. ‘free from ties’; in Olcel. loskr means 
only ‘weak, good for nothing’). 


lassitude læ'sitjūd disinclination to exert 
oneself. xvi. — F. lassitude or L. lassitidé, 
f. lassus weary :- *ladtos, f. *lad- leave; see 
LET! and -TUDE, 


lasso lesi-, le:sou rope with a noose to 
catch cattle. xix. = Sp. lazo (in America 
pronounced la:so) = OF. laz, etc., LACE. 
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last) last +footprint; shoemaker’s wooden 


LATEEN 








or iron model of a foot. OE. ldst m. foot- 
print, 1st fem. boot, lZste shoemaker’s last 
= MLG. lést(e), Du. leest, OHG. leist (G. 
leiste-n) last, ON. leistr foot, sock, Goth. 
laists footprint, track ; rel. to OS. esa, OHG. 
(wagan)leisa track, rut (G. geleise, gleise): all 
f. CGerm. *lais- follow a track; cf. Goth. 
lais I know, L. lira furrow, delirus (see DELI- 
RIOUS), and LAST*, LEARN, LORE. 


last? last denomination of weight, capacity, 


or quantity. XIV. OE. hlæst load, burden = 
OFris. Alest, (M)LG., (M)Du. last, OHG. 
hlast (G. last) :- WGerm. *Alatsta-, -sti-, 
rel. to *hlatto- (ON. hlass load), f. *hlap- 
LADE. 


last? last following all the others, coming at 


the end. OE. latost, Northumb. lztest, corr. 
to OFris. letast, lest, OS. latst, last, letist 
(Du. laatst, lest), OHG. lazzóst, lezzist (G. 
letzt), ON. latastr :- CGerm. *latast-, *la- 
tist-, superl. of læt adj., late adv. LATE: see 
-EST. (Latest XVI is a new formation on late.) 
For the reduction of the group -tst- cf. BEST. 


last* làst Tfollow; Tcarry out, perform; go 


on, continue. OE. léstan, corr. to OFris. 
lásta, lésta fulfil, OS. léstian execute, OHG. 
(G.) letsten afford, yield, Goth. laistjan fol- 
low :- CGerm. *latstjan, f. *laist- Last}. 


latakia leteki-a kind of Turkish tobacco 


produced near Latakia, the ancient Laodi- 
cea, seaport of Syria. XIX. 


latch letf A. (dial.) loop, noose; B. fasten- 


ing for door or gate. xiv. In sense A prob. 
var. of LACE (OF. var. lache of laz ; see next); 
in sense B prob. f. (dial. latch vb. OE. 
leééan seize, grasp, f. Germ. *lakk-, prob. 
:— *lagn-, rel. to Gr. ldzesthai (:— *lagj-), or 
*lagn-, rel. to L. laqueus noose, LACE. 


latchet le-t[it (now arch., after Mark i 7) 


thong, esp. to fasten a shoe. xiv. - OF. 
lachet, var. of lacet, f. laz LACE; see -ET. 


late leit slow, tardy; delayed in time OE.; 


belonging to an advanced stage xiv ; recently 
dead xv. OE. Jet, infl. letes, lata, etc. = 
OF ris. let, OS. lat, OHG. laz (G. lass), ON. 
latr, Goth. /lats :- CGerm. *lataz slow, 
sluggish, f. */at- :- IE. */lad- (repr. by L. 
lassus weary :— *ladtos); see LET}. Also late 
adv. OE. late slowly, at an advanced period 
= OHG. laz, lazzo slowly, lazily. "The mod. 
form late repr. infi. forms of OE. let, and 
OE. adv. late. The regular compar. from 
OE. lztra is latter lze:taz (now restricted, 
except for phr. like latter days, latter end, to 
uses in contrast with former) ; hence la:tter- 
Ly? xvii (Richardson); la:tterwaATH (dial.) 
AFTERMATH. XVI; later lei'tor, la:tesT (XVI) 
are new formations, cf. LAST? 


Jateen lætin triangular sail. XVIIL. =F. 


latine, in voile latine ‘Latin sail’, so called 
from its use in the Mediterranean ; fem. of 
latin LATIN. 


LATENT 





latent lertont hidden: opp. to patent. XvII. 
— L. latent-, -éns, prp. of latére lie hid ; see 
LETHARGY, -ENT. 


lateral pert. to or at the side. xvi. 
laterális, f. later-, latus side; see -ALI. So 
F. latéral. lateri- læ'təri comb. form of L. 
later-, latus, having a parallel form la'tero- 
(see -0-). XIX. 


laterite læ'tərait (min.) red porous ferru- 
ginous rock. xix. f. L. later brick-+--1TE!. 


lath làp thin narrow strip of wood. OE. 
lætt (corr. to MDu. latte, Du. lat, G. dial. 
latz) survives in mod. dial. lat, but began to 
be replaced xiv in general use by lappe, 
which appears to repr. an OE. *Jzpp-, corr. 
to OHG. latta (G. latte). Connexion with 
MHG. lade plank (G. laden counter, shop) 
is gen. assumed, but the relation of the 
Germ. types is obscure; influence from the 
synon. and prob. cogn. Olr. slat, W. llath 
(:- OCeltic *slattà) is possible. €] The 
Germ. word has been adopted into Rom. 
langs. (cf. F. latte, Sp. lata, It. latta). 


lathe? leið administrative district of Kent. 
XII. irreg. repr. OE. læpþ, corr. to ON. láð 
landed possession, land, rel. to *læð- in 
Goth, unléds ‘unlanded’, poor, OE. unlæd(e) 
wretched. 


lathe? leið (dial.) barn. x11 (Genesis and 
Exodus). - ON. hlada, rel. to hlada LADE. 


lathe? leið supporting structure, stand XV; 
machine for turning wood, etc. xvii. Varies 
in its earliest use with tlare (Cotgrave 
s.v. Tournoir); the two forms may repr. 
parallel adoptions of ODa. lad (xv) stand, 
supporting framework, as in drejelad turning- 
lathe, savelad saw-bench, veverlad loom, 
perh. a special use of lad pile, heap :- ON. 
hlað, rel. to hlaða LADE. 


lathe’ leid movable batten of a loom. XVII. 
cogn. with synon. Sw. lad, and so ult. identi- 
cal with prec. 


lather lz°d01, (formerly) 14°30: froth made 
with soap and water. xvi. OE. léador washing 
soda — ON. /auór :- Germ. *laupram :- YE. 
*loutrom, whence Gr. loetrón, loutrón bath, 
Olr. loathar ‘pelvis’, ‘canalis’, Gaul. lautra 
‘balneo’, f. *Jow- wash, LAVE -++ -tro- instru. 
suffix. In its mod. sense f. lather vb. cover 
with lather OE. ; become covered with foam 
xir. repl OE. Jepran, *liebran = ON. 
leyóra :— Germ. *lauprjan. 

lati- læti comb. form of L. /dtus broad, as 
in ldtifolius broad-leaved, latifo-lious. xvii. 


Latin lætin pert. to Latium or the ancient 
Romans; sb. the Latin language. XIII. 
- (O)F. latin or L. Latinus, f. Latium designa- 
tion of the portion of Italy which included 
Rome. In OE. the learned form latin occurs 
occas.; the pop. repr. was læden Latin, 
language, ME. leden speech, utterance (OE. 
bécléden ‘book language’ was spec. Latin). 
So Latinist. xvi. —-medL. Latinista. 
Lati-nity. xvii. - L. 





LAUDANUM 


latitat læ'titæt (leg.) writ supposing the 
defendant to lie concealed, etc. XVI. = L., 
‘he lies hid’, 3rd sg. pres. ind. of latitare, 
frequent. of lutére be hid (see LATENT). 


latitude le-titjid fbreadth; angular dis- 
tance on a meridian, etc. xtv (Ch.); (arch.) 
extent, scope XVI ; freedom from restriction 
xvii (Bacon). —- L. látitudo, f. látus broad; 
see -TUDE and cf. (O)F. latitude. «| The 
geographical applications of L. latitudo, Gr. 
vÀáros, and longitudo, pikos, orig. referred to 
the ‘breadth’ and ‘length’ of the oblong map 
of the known world, whence they came to 
be used for the distance of any place in the 
breadthwise and lengthwise direction respec- 
tively from the circle which was taken as the 
origin of measurement. Hence latitu-di- 
naL}, xvii (Grew). la:titudina:RiAN. xvil 
(1662 in ‘Brief Account of the new Sect of 
Latitude-Men’ by S. P.). 


latria lotraio worship that may be paid 
only to God )( puLiIA. xvi. —Late L. - Gr. 
latrei@ service, divine worship, rel. to 
latretiein serve (as with prayer); cf. -LATRY. 


latrine lətri'n privy. XVII. = F. latrine - L. 
latrina bath, privy, contr. of lavátrina, f. 
laváre wash, LAVE. 


-Jatry lotri repr. Gr. -latreid worship, as in 
eid6lolatreia IDOLATRY. On this model have 
been formed (e.g.) bibliolatry, Mariolatry, 
and, joc., babyolatry, lordolatry. 'lhe corr. 
personal designations end in -later (Gr. 
-latrés), the adjs. in -latrous. 


latten lz-ton mixed brass-like metal. xiv. 
ME. latoun, laton — OF. laton, leiton (mod. 
laiton), obscurely rel. to Pr. lato, latun, Cat. 
llautó, Sp. (a)laton, Pg. latdo, It. dial. loton, 
lattone, lottone, It. ottone, of unkn. origin. 
@ The Rom. word was adopted as Du. 
latoen, ON. Idtun, Russ. latin’. 


latter see LATE. 


lattice læ'tis structure made of laths used 
as a screen. XIV, = OF. lattis, f. latie LATH + 
-is = L. -itium. 


latus lei-tos L. latus side, as in latus rectum 
(in conic sections). XVIII. 


laud id praise; pl. first of the day hours of 
the Western Church, the psalms of which 
end with psalms cxlviit—cl (called collec- 
tively laudes). xiv. - OF. laude, pl. laudes 
- L. laud-és, pl. of [aus praise. So laud vb. 
praise. XIV. — L. laudare, f. laud-. lauwd- 
ABLE. xv. —L. (Cicero). lauda‘TION. Xv. 
- L. lau-datory. xvi. — late L. 


laudanum lo-denom preparation of opium. 
XVI. —modL. laudanum, Paracelsus’s name 
for a medicament for which he gives a pre- 
tended prescription of costly ingredients but 
which was early suspected to contain opium, 
whence the gen. application to opiate pre- 
parations ; perh. alt. of LADANUM (LABDANUM). 
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laugh laf make the characteristic noise ex- 
pressive of mirth. OE. (Anglian) Alahhan 
(WS. hlüiehhan), pt. hlóh, hlogon, (pp. not 
recorded) — OFris. hlakkia, OS. *hlahhian 
(pt. pl. Alogun), OHG. Alahhan, pt. Aloch, 
beside Alahhén, pt. hlahhéta (Du., G. lachen, 
lachte, gelacht), ON. hlæja, pt. hló, hlógu, pp. 
hleginn, Goth. hlahjan, pt. hléh; CGerm. 
str. vb., but later in most of the langs. wholly 
or partially weak, f. *xlax- *xlóx- *xlaz- :- 
IE. imit. base *klak- *kl6k- (cf. Gr. klossein 
cluck :- *&lokjein). So laughter 1a-ftoz 
OE. hleahtor = OHG. hlahtar (whence G. 
coll.geláchter), ON. hlátr :- Germ. * xlaxtraz. 


launce lons sand-eel, Ammodytes. xvir. 
perh. an application of LANCE. 


launch! inf, lanf Tpierce, lance; hurl, 
shoot; be set in rapid motion; cause (a 
vessel) to move from land xiv (fig. xvi1) ; put 
out from land xvi. = AN. launcher, ONF. 
lancher, var. of lancier LANCE. Cf. pinch. 


launch? linJ, lanJ largest boat of a man-of- 
war XVII ; large boat propelled by steam, etc. 
XIX. — Sp. lancha pinnace, perh. of Malay 
origin; cf. Pg. lanchara - Malay lancharan, 
f. lanchár quick, nimble. 


laund lind (arch.) glade, pasture. XIV. 
- OF. launde (mod. lande) ; see LAND, LAWN?, 


laundress lö'ndris, lā'ndris woman who 
washes and gets up linen, etc. xvi. f. Tlaun- 
der (xIv) or the extended form (see -ER?) 
launderer (xv) man or woman whose occupa- 
tion is washing clothes; see -Ess!. So lau:n- 
der wash and get up (linen). xv1, f. Haunder 
sb. laundry twashing of clothes; estab- 
lishment for this. xvi. Launder and laundry 
are contr. forms of (1) tlavender (x11) - OF. 
lavandier m., -iére fem. = Sp. lavandero, 
-era, It. lavandajo, -aja - Rom. *lavandá- 
rius, f. lavanda things to be washed, n. pl. 
of gerundive of lavdre wash, LAVE; (ii) 
tlavendry (x1v)-OF. lavanderie (cf. L. 
lavandária things to be washed); see -Rv. 
For the vocalization of vw cf. auger, hawk, 
newt. 


laureate lõ-riət worthy of the laurel crown, 
as an eminent poet X1V (Ch.) ; (in sense of L. 
laureus) of laurel xv; crowned with laurel 
XVIIL. — L, laureātus, f. laurea laurel tree, 
laurel crown, sb. use of fem. of adj. laureus, 
f. laurus; see next and -ATE?. 


laurel lo-ral bay-tree, Laurus nobilis. ME. 
lorer (xtl1), lorel (x1v)- OF. lorier (mod. 
laurier) — Pr. laurier, £. laur (— OF. lor, Cat. 
llor, etc.) += L. lauru-s, prob. of Mediterra- 
nean origin. The later form is due to dis- 
similation of r..rtor..l;cf. Sp. laurel. 


laurustinus lirestainos evergreen shrub, 
Viburnum Tinus. xvir. — modL. /aurus 
tinus, i.e. laurus LAUREL, tinus wild laurel. 


lava li:vo Tstream of molten rock; sub- 
stance resulting from the cooling of this; 
fluid matter from a volcano. xvii. — It. lava 


(Neapolitan dial.) Tstream suddenly caused 
by rain, the lava stream from Vesuvius, f. 
lavare LAVE, 


lavabo lovei-bou, -à:bou (eccl.) ritual wash- 
ing of the celebrant’s hands. xIx. L., Ist 
pers. sg. fut. ind. of lavdre wash, LAVE; first 
word of Ps. xxvi 6 'Lavabo inter innocentes 
manus meas’ (I will wash my hands in inno- 
cency), the recital of which accompanies the 
ceremony. 


lavatory læ'vətəri vessel for washing XIV; 
lavabo xvi; apartment for washing the hands 
and face xvir. = late L. lavdtorium, f£. lavát-, 
pp. stem of lavdre; see LAVE, -ORY. 


lave leiv (arch.) wash, bathe; pour out. XIII. 
— (O)F. laver — Pr., Sp. lavar, It. lavare :- 
L. lavdre, corr. obscurely to Gr. lotiein wash, 
Arm. loganam I bathe. Coalesced in ME. 
with OE. lafian wash by affusion, pour 
(water), if this vb. survived (= (M)Du. 
laven, OHG. labén, G. laben refresh — L. 
lavadre). @ ABLUTION, ALLUVION, DELUGE, 
LATHER, LATRINE, LAVATORY, LOTION, LYE 
are derivs. of the same base. 


laveer lovio'1 (naut.) beat to windward. xvi. 
- Du. laveeren, earlier tloveren ~ F. tloveer 
(mod. louvoyer), f. lof windward, LUFF; see 
-EER?, 


lavender le-vindas fragrant labiate plant, 
Lavandula vera. xv. —AN. lavendre, for 
*lavendle — medL. lavendula, also livendula, 
lavindula, etc. (whence MHG. lavendel(e), 
G. lavendel; cf. It. lavandula and lavanda, 
whence F. lavande). If the ult. source is 
L. lavdre LAVE, the sense-development is 
obscure. 


laver? ]leivoi (arch. or rhet.) vessel for 
washing ; baptismal font. xiv. ME. lavo(u)r 
~ OF. laveor, laveoir (mod. lavoir) — L. lavá- 
torium LAVATORY!, 


laver? leivor (edible) seaweed. xvi. -= L. 
laver applied by Pliny to a water-plant 
(whence OE. laber). 


laverock see LARK}. 


lavish lze:vif unrestrainedly liberal or pro- 

fuse. xv. adj. use of Tlavish sb., earlier 
tlavas (xv) profusion, prodigality - OF. 
lavasse deluge of rain (cf. OF. lavis ‘torrent’ 
of words), f. laver wash, pour, LAVE; cf. 
-ISH', Hence la:vish vb. xvi. 


law! 15 body or code of rules; an individual 
rule. Late OE. lagu (pl. laga), whence ME. 
laze, lawe, rep]. native OE. #; ~ ON. *lagu 
(whence Olcel. log coll. law), pl. of lag layer, 
stratum, share or partnership, fixed price, 
set tune t= */agam, f. Germ. *lag- place (see 
LAY, LIE). In various langs. the word for 
‘law’ is derived from bases meaning ‘place, 
set down’, e.g. OE. dóm poom, Gr. thémis, 
L. statütum STATUTE, G. gesetz (see SET!). 
See also -1iN-LAw. Hence law-ruri! xim. 
law:LEess xii; after ON. logfullr, loglauss, 
lawyer ló:joi one versed in the law. XIV 
(laser, beside laver); see -EnR!, -1ER!. 
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law? 15 (north. dial) hill. xir1 (Cursor M.). 
north. repr. of OE. hAldw, var. of hléu, 
corr. to OS. hléo, hléw-, OHG. hleo, Goth. 
hlaiw :- Germ. *ylaiwaz-, *xlaiwiz- :- TE. 
* hloiwos-, -es-, f. *kloi- slope (see LEAN?). 

law? 15 int., orig. asseverative, later excl. of 
surprise. XVI (Sh.). orig. var. of LA?, later 
coalescing with the excl. lor’, = LORD. 


lawk(s) lok(s) int. Lord! xvii. var. of Jack! 
(xvi), deformation of LORD, perh. suggested 
by ALACK. 

lawn! lon kind of fine linen. xv. prob. f. 
Laon, name of a town in France, an impor- 
tant place of linen manufacture. @ The 
prevailing early form laund shows parasitic 
d as in ASTOUND, BOUND?, POUNDÊ, SOUND?. 


lawn? ion (arch.) open space between woods 
XVI; portion of level grass-covered ground 
kept mown XVIII. Later form of LAUND. 
Q For loss of d cf. GROIN. 


lawyer see LAW.! 


lax! leks salmon. OE. lex (WS. leax) = 
LG. las, OHG. lahs (G. lachs), ON. (Sw., 
Da.) lax :- CGerm. (exc. Gothic) *lays-, 
rel. to OPruss. /asasso, Lith. /asisà, Lett. 
lasis, Russ. losés’, Pol. losés; cf. Toch. laks 
fish. Q The OE. word appears to have died 
out, and the Scand. word, adopted in XII, 
continued in local use till xvir; the present 
currency is due to adoptions from the Con- 
tinent. 

lax? leks (of the bowels) loose xiv; slack, 
not strict XV. — L. laxus loose; see SLACK!. 
Sola: xaTIVE relaxing. xiv (T'revisa). - (O)F. 
or late (medical) L.la:xirv. xvi. - F. or L. 


lay! lei pt., pp. laid leid cause to lie. OE. 
lećégan pt. legde, pp. geleġd = OFris. ledza, 
lega, leia, OS. leggian (Du. leggen), OHG. 
lecken, legen (G. legen), ON. legja, Goth. 
(CGerm.) lagjan, f. *lag-, var. of *leg- LIEL. 
The normal repr. of OE. leégan, 1st pers. sg. 
pres. ind. leége, pl. lecéap is seen in ME. 
legge and mod. dial. ledge lay (eggs); the 
standard form /ay derives fromm 2nd and 3rd 
pers. sg. (OE.) legest, legeb, in which Germ. 
*» was orig. followed by *z, which did not 
cause gemination of the consonant. 


lay? lei short poem of a kind intended to be 
sung. Xil. — (OJF. lai, corr. to Pr. lais, of 
unkn. origin. 


lay? lei notin clerical orders. xiv. - OF. /az 
(now repl. by /aique) :- ecclL. làicus — Gr. 
làikós, f. láós the people. Hence lay'FOLK, 
lay:MAN. XV. 

layt lei twager, stake; tiayer, stratum; 
(dial.) impost, tax xvi; line of business, plan 
of work xvii (Farquhar, Cibber). f. Lay?. 


layer lei-az A. one who lays xiv; B. thick- 
ness of matter spread over a surface; C. 
shoot or twig pegged down to take root XVII. 
Several words appeared to have coalesced 
under one form, all ostensibly f. Lay?-+- -ER?; 
in sense B the earliest form is lear, which 
may be a var. of LAIR; sense C may be after 
synon. Du. af|legger. 





-LE 





layette leie't clothes, etc., needed for a new- 
bornchild. xix. F., dim. of OF. late drawer, 
box - MDu. /aege; see -ETTE. 


lay-rrGURE jointed wooden model of the 
human figure used by artists. xvin. f. lay 
as in synon. TlayMaw (xvir) - Du. leeman 
for *ledenman, f. led (now lid) limb, joint (cf. 
LIMB), 


laystall lei:st5l Tburial-place; place where 
refuse and dung are laid. xvi. f. Lay*+ 
STALL!. 


lazar lei'zor (arch.) poor or diseased person, 
esp. leper. xiv (lazre, laser). — (partly through 
OF. lasdre, mod. ladre) medL. lazarus, 
appellative use of Lazarus name of the beg- 
gar in the parable (Luke xvi 20), ‘full of 
sores' - Heb. El'àzàr (Eleazar) 'God (my) 
help’; cf. F. ladre, Sp. Idzaro, It. lazzaro. 
So la:zaret (xvi) and lazare:tto house to 
receive 'lazars! xvi (slightly earlier /azar 
house); building set apart for quarantine 
XVII. = F. lazaret, It. lazaretto. 


Lazarist læ'zəlist one of the Congregation 
of Priests of the Mission, founded by St. 
Vincent de Paul (1624) and established in 
the College of St-Lazare, Paris. XVIII. = F, 
Lazariste, f. Lazare Lazarus; see -IST. 


lazy leizi averse to action or effort. xvr. 
Early forms /aysie, lasie, laesy ; perh. of LDu. 
origin (cf. LG. lastch languid, idle). Hence, 
by back-formation, laze vb. xvi. 


-le! ] suffix of sbs., repr. OE. -el, as hledel 
LADLE (varying with -els in bridel-s BRIDLE ; cf. 
RIDDLE), ~la, -le (cf. HANDLE), -ol (cf. CRADLE, 
SADDLE), and -l (cf. NEEDLE, SETTLE), and 
corr. to OF ris. -le, OS., OHG. -il, -al, -la 
(LG., Du., G. -e)), ON. -al, -ill, -uil, Goth. 
-ils, and rel. further to IE. *-(z)/o-, *-(u)lo-, 
*(e)ld, as in L. cingulus, -ula, -ulum girdle, 
sella (:- *sedld) saddle, Gr. hellä seat, de- 
noting appliances or instruments, like the 
OE. antecedents of beetle (hammer), bridle, 
cradle, girdle, hurdle, ladle, prickle, saddle, 
settle, shuttle, spittle (small spade), steeple, 
sticklelback, thimble, beside which there are 
a few names of animals and plants, as beetle, 
bramble, cockie, cuttle| fish, thistle (with which 
may be grouped darnel, weevil); cf. cripple. 
The dim. sense exemplified (e.g.) in Skr. 
vrsalds little or contemptible man, L. porcu- 
lus pigling (cf. Lith. parsélis, G. ferkel), 
Goth. Attila ‘Little Father’), was not found 
in OE. This suffix was not gen. productive, 
but some adoptions of words containing it 
were made from ON. and LG., as axle|tree, 
kettle, pickle, scuttle; later formations, such 
as bristle, cobble, noddle, nozzle, and dottle, 
are isolated and obscure; spittle (saliva) is 
a new formation of late-ME. date, the OE. 
form being spatl. In fowl, reel, snail, stile, 
the 1 has ceased to be syllabic. Cf. -cxz, 
-CULE, and -EL!. Q In angle, battle, bottle, 
candle, castle, cattle, chronicle, manciple, 
muzzle, participle, periwinkle, syllable, uncle, 
etc., the ending is of other origin. 
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-le? 1 suffix of adjs., repr. OE. -el, -ol, -ul, 
corr. to OFris. -ol, -el, OS., OHG. -al, -il, 
Goth. -ils, -uls, and rel. further to IE. *ulo-, 
*-;lo-, as in L. (esp. with pejorative force) 
bibulus, crēdulus, garrulus, pendulus, querulus, 
tremulus (cf. Gotb. sakuls quarrelsome, 
OHG. eszal greedy, OE. sldpol sleepy, 
wacol vigilant), L. agilis, facilis, similis simi- 
lar, humilis humble, Gr. homalós smooth. 
Surviving words of OE. date are fickle, idle, 
little, mickle, nimble (with which evil may be 
grouped) ; brittle is of ME. date (xiv, Wycl.). 


-le? 1 suffix of verbs with frequent. or dim. 
force, repr. OE. -Ean, corr. to OFris. -Iia, 
OS., OHG. -lôn (Du., G. -len), ON. -la 
:- CGerm. *-lojan; surviving words of 
OE. date are handle, nestle, startle, tuinkle, 
wrestle. ‘There were many new formations 
in ME. and modEng., chiefly expressive of 
repeated action or movement, some being 
adopted from foreign sources, some being 
of native echoic or symbolic creation, e.g. 
babble, bubble, cackle, chuckle, crackle, dabble, 
dazzle, drizzle, gabble, giggle, hobble, mumble, 
niggle, paddle, scribble, shuffle, sparkle, tickle, 
tootle, topple, wriggle; redupl. forms are 
argle-bargle, fiddle-faddle, tittle-tattle, wiggle- 
waggle. Some show shortening of a stem 
vowel, as dwindle, prattle, waddle. Darkle, 
sidle, suckle are back-formations; cf. grovel. 


lea li tract of open ground, (hence) grass- 
land. OE. léah, léa, corr. to OHG. Joh 
‘lucus’ (MHG. low brushwood, scrub-land) 
:- Germ. *laux- :— IE. *loug-, repr. also by 
L. lacus grove, Lith. laiikas field, Skr. lokds 
open space; the basic meaning was prob. 
‘clearing’, and developed from that of LIGHT?. 


lead! led the heaviest of the base metals. 
OE. léad = OF ris. lad, MLG. lod (Du. lood) 
lead, MHG. lét (G. lot) plummet, solder :- 
WGerm. *lauda; ult. rel. to Ir. luaidhe, 
Gael. luaidh :— *loudid. Hence leaden? 
adj. OE. 


lead? lid take with one, conduct; carry on 
(now mainly with life as obj.); precede, be 
foremost (in) xtv (first in lead the dance). OE. 
lédan = OF mis. léda, OS. lédjan (Du. leiden), 
OHG. (G.) leiten, ON. leióa :- CGerm. (exc. 
Goth.) *laidjan, f. *laidé LOAD. Hence 
lead sb. xim (first in northern use; later 
techn. ; ‘ʻa low, despicable word’ J.). lea:drn!, 
late OE. ledere. 


leaf! lif part of a plant; fold of paper. OE. 
léaf, corr. to OF ris. laf, OS. léf (Du. loof), 
OHG. loup (G. laub), ON. lauf, Goth. laufs 
:- CGerm. *laubaz, -am, of which there are 
no certain cognates. 


leaf? see LEAVE!. 


league! lig distance of three miles. xiv. 
The earliest forms show two types, leuge 
and leghe, the first = late L. leuca, leuga, 
late Gr. letigé (of Gaulish origin), the second 
=the derived Pr. lega — (O)F. lieue, Sp. 


legua, It. lega; the second type has survived. 
Forms such as tleuke, tleeke, tleaque, reflect 
late L. leuca (Jerome), Gr. leúkē. 


league? lig covenant for mutual assistance. 
xv. Early forms (ligg, ligue, leag(u)e, lege) 
(i) show deriv. partly from F. ligue = It. liga, 
latinized form of lega, f. legare bind :- L. 
ligdre (cf. LIEN); (it) partly immed. from It. 
lega. Fence as vb. xvir (Cotgr.). lea:guer* 
member of a league. XVI; see -ER}. 


leaguer? li-ga1 (arch.) military camp; siege. 
XVI. -—- Du. leger camp, corr. to OE. leger 
LAIR; cf. BELEAGUER. 


leak lik hole in a vessel containing or im- 
mersed in fluid. xv. So leak vb. pass away 
by a leak xv; allow the passage of fluid 
through a leak xvi. ft leak adj. leaky. xvi. 
prob. all of LG. or Du. origin; cf. MDu. 
lek, lék- sb. and adj., léken vb. let water 
through, corr. to OE. /ec (usu. Alec) adj., 
OHG. lechen wk. vb., G. dial. Zech adj., 
MHG., G. dial. lechen crack, become leaky, 
ON. leki sb., lekr adj., leka vb.; f. Germ. 
*Jek-, var. of *lak- LACK. 


leal lil (now Sc.) loyal, faithful, true. xim 
(Cursor M.). - AN. leal, OF. leel, of which 
the var. leial became loial LOYAL. 


lean! lin wanting in flesh. OE. hléne := 
Germ. *xlainjaz, perh. rel. to Lith. klýnas 
scrap, fragment, Lett. kleins feeble. 


lean? lin recline; incline. ME. lénen :- OE. 
hleonian, hlinian, corr. to OFris. lena, OS. 
hlindn (Du. leunen), OHG. (h)linén (G. 
lehnen), £. Germ. *xli- :- IE. *k- (cf. Gr. 
klimax ladder, CLIMAX, L. clivus declivity, 
Skr. çri lean), with -2- formative as in Gr. 
klinein bend, L. inclindre INCLINE. Cf. LAW?. 


leap! lip frun, rush; rise suddenly with 
both or all four feet to alight in another posi- 
tion. OE. hléapan, pt. hléop, hlupon, pp. 
-hléapen = OF ris. (h)\ldpa, OS. -hldpan (Du. 
loopen), OHG. loufan, earlier hlauffan (G. 
laufen run), ON. hlaupa (whence Sc. Loup), 
Goth. -hlaupan :- CGerm. *xlaupan, with- 
out cogns. elsewhere. comp. lea:p-rRoc 
game in which one person leaps over an- 
other whose crouching position suggests the 
attitude of a frog. xvi (Sh.). So leap sb. 
OE. *hhep, hlvp (whence ME. lüpe):- 
*ylaupiz; cf. OFris. Alép, Du. loop, OHG. 
hlouf (G. lauf), ON. hlaup. lea*p-YEAR 
year having one day (29 February) more 
than the common year. XIV (Trevisa; prob. 
much earlier than it is recorded, since ON. 
hlaupjdr is presumably, like other terms of 
the calendar, modelled on Eng.). The term 
prob. refers to the fact that in the bissextile 
year any fixed festival falls on the next week- 
day but one to that on which it fell in the 
preceding year; cf. medL. saltus lunz ‘leap 
of the moon’, subtraction of a day from the 
lunar month at the end of a 19-year cycle. 


leap? lip (dial.) basket. OE. léap = MLG. 
lop, ON. laupr, of unkn. origin. 
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LEARN 


learn löin pt., pp. learnt A. acquire know- 
ledge OE.; B. impart knowledge to, teach 
(now dial. or vulgar) xu (Cursor M.). OE. 
leornian = OFris. lernia, lirnia, OS. linon 
(:— *lignon), OHG. lernén, lirnén (G. lernen) 
:- WGerm. *Eznojan, *lixnéjan, £. *lis-, weak 
grade of *lais- (see LonE!, LAsT!). Hence 
learnEp! lo:inid deeply read, erudite. xvi; 
in absol. use, after L. doctus (pp. of docére 
teach); succeeding to the sense '(well) in- 
structed’, const. in, tof; preceded by ME., 
late OE. léred, pp. of léran teach. 


lease’ lis conveyance of property by con- 
tract; the contract itself; term for which the 
contract is made. xv. = AN. les = OF. lais, 
leis, f. spec. use of lesser, laissier (mod. 
laisser) let, leave (:— L. laxdre, f. laxus loose, 
LAX), whence lease vb. grant by a lease, let 
on lease. xvi. Cf. LESSEE. 


lease’ liz (dial.) glean. OE. lesan (pt. les) 
= OFris. lesa read, OS., OHG. lesan (Du. 
lezen, G. lesen gather, read), ON. lesa, Goth. 
(ga)lisan gather. 


leash lif thong or line with which dogs are 
held. xin. — OF. lesse, (also mod.) laisse, f. 
spec. use of laisser let (a dog) run on a slack 
lead; see LEASE’. @ The development of F. 
s to Eng. J is paralleled in crush, cushion, 


frush (F. froisser). 


leasing li-zin (arch., dial.) lying, falsehood. 
OE. léasung, f. léasian tell lies, f. léas false, 
untrue (corr. to OF ris. lds free, OS., OHG. 
los, Du., G. los, ON. lauss, Goth. laus empty, 
vain; see LOSE, -LESS, LOOSE). 


leasow lrsou,le:zo (dial.) pasture, meadow- 
land. OE. /Zswe, obl. form of Jzs :- Germ. 
*l@swo, perh. f. base of Let}, as if ‘land let 
alone’ (i.e. untilled). The OE. l%s, obl. læse 
have given dial. lease pasture, common. 


least list little beyond all others. OE. lst, 
contr. of /Zsest :— *laisistaz, £. *laisiz LESS; 
see -EST. Hence lea:stwavs, -wisk. 


leat lit open watercourse. OE., in wætergelæt 
water channel; f. base of l@tan LET}. 


leather le:Óor skin prepared for use by tan- 
ning; strap, thong OE. ; skin xiv. OE. leper 
(only in comps.) = OFris. lether, OS. ledar 
(Du. leer), OHG. ledar (G. leder), ON. ledr 
t CGerm. (exc. Gothic) *lepram :- IE. 
*letrom, whence also Olr. lethar, W. lledr, 
Breton ler. Hence lea-thern, OE. leperen 
(see -EN?) ; the earlier OE. form was liperen, 
librin = OS. litharin, OHG. lidrin. 


leave! liv permission. OE. léaf = OHG. 
*louba (MHG. loube, G. Taube) :- WGerm. 
*lauba, whence *laubjan permit (OE. liefan, 
etc.). The form leave repr. the OE. obl. 
forms in which the word was esp. frequent 
(bütan leafe without leave, be his léafe with 
his permission, léafe sellan give leave); the 
nom. survives dial. in leaf, the form used by 
sailors and private soldiers. The etymol. 
meaning is prob. ‘pleasure, approval’, and 
the base that of LOVE, LIEF, BELIEVE, FUR- 
LOUGH, 


LEDGER 


leave? liv A. have as remainder, cause or 


allow to remain ; B. depart (from). OE. léfan 
— OFris. leva, OS. -lébian (in farlébid left 
over), OHG. leiban (cf. OHG. biliban, G. 
bleiben remain), ON. leifa, Goth. -laibjan 
(n bilathjan remain behind) :- CGerm. 
*laibjan remain, continue, f. *laibð remain- 
der (OE. laf remainder, ON. leif heritage, 
etc., dial. lave), of which the vars. *Jib- 
appear in LIFE, LIVEl. Referred to an IE. 
base *loip- *leip- *lip- stick, adhere, repr. 
by Gr. liparés persevering, importunate, 
lipos grease, Lith. lipti, OSI. lipéti adhere, 
Skr. lip-, rip- smear, adhere to. 


leaven le-vn substance added to dough to 


produce fermentation. xIv. ME. levain 
—-(O)F. levain = Pr. levam :- Gallo-Rom. 
use of L. levdmen lit. ‘means of raising’, only 
in sense ‘alleviation, relief’, f. levdre lighten, 
relieve, raise (cf. LEVITY). Hence vb. xv. 


lecher le-tfar grossly unchaste man. XII. 


~ OF. lichiere (nom.), lecheor, -ur (acc.), f. 
lechier live in debauchery or gluttony (mod. 
lécher lick} = Pr. lecar, It. leccare — Frank. 
*likkón :— Germ. *likkdjan Lick. So le-cher- 
ous. xIv (R. Mannyng). - OF. lecheros. 
le-chery. xu. = OF. lecherte. 


lectern le‘ktorn reading- or singing-desk in 


church. xiv. ME. lettorne, let(t)ron - OF. 
lettrun, leitrun - medL. lectrinum, f. lectrum, 
f. L. legere read (see next), as mulctrum milk- 
ing-pail, f. mulgére milk. The present form 
goes back to lectron, lectorn (xv), which are 
due to assim. to medL. 


lection le-kjfan reading; liturgical lesson. 


xvI. —-L. lectió(n-), f. lect-, pp. stem of 
legere read, orig. gather, choose, rel. to Gr. 
légein collect, say; see -TION. So lectunE 
le-ktfaz treading x1v; discourse xvI. —(O)F. 
lecture or medL. lectiira. Hence le-cture- 
SHIP. XVII; orig. office of one appointed to 
give a series of discourses, e.g. in a church, 
(later) in a college; repl. (XX) in some uni- 
versities by the paristic form le':cturership (f. 
le-cturER! xvi). €| From the IE. base */eg- 
*log- are derived collect, elect, select (with 
corr. sbs. in -tion and -tor), neglect ; intellect ; 
eligible, intelligible, negligible; intelligent, 
negligent; prelection, -tor; elegant; legend; 
legion ; delight ; lexicon; logic, logos, logistics ; 
catalogue, eclogue, epilogue, prologue; syllog- 
ism; logo-, -logue, -logy. 


ledge leds transverse bar or strip XIV ; nar- 


row projecting shelf xvi. poss. f. ME. legge 
led3o LAY!; cf. MHG. legge layer, edge. 


ledger le'dzər A. sb. fbook lying perma- 


nently in one place xv; principal one of a 
set of commercial books ; horizontal timber, 
flat slab xvi. B. resident ambassador xvi; 
adj. tresident, stationary ; (mus.) ledger line 
separate short line above or below the stave 
xvii, Early forms legger, lidger, ligger, corr. 
in sense to Du. legger, ligger (£. leggen Lay}, 
liggen LIE’) on which the Eng. forms were 
prob. modelled with phonetic accommoda- 
tion to ME. legge le:d3o Lay’, ligge lrdse 
LIE! ; see -ER}, 
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LEE 





lee! li protection, shelter OE.; sheltered 
side xiv. OE. hléo, hléow- = OF ris. hli, hly, 
OS. hleo m., hlea fem., ON. Alé :- Germ. 
* xlét- (whence *xléwj- in ON. hlý), not 
known outside Germ. 'l'he naut. sense was 
mainly from ON. The var. lew from OE. 
hléow- (cf. LUKEWARM) survives locally. 
Hence IeewanD li*wod, l/ü:o1d (on) the side 
turned away from the wind. xvi. 


lee? li, usu. coll. pl. lees liz sediment, dregs. 
xiv (Ch., Gower). - OF. lie = Pr., Sp., Pg. 
ha, medL. pl. Ea (X),- Gaulish *Zga or 
*ligja (cf. Olr. lige). 

leech! Jitf (arch.) physician. OE. l@ée == 
OF ris. letza, letscha, OS. laki, OHG. láhhi, 
OSw. ldkir, Goth. lékeis > CGerm. *lékjaz 
s= IE. *légios (cf. Ir. liaigh). 

leech? lití, blood-sucking worm, OE. /zce, 
Kentish lyce, MDu. lake lieke leke; orig. a 
distinct word from prec. but assim. to it. 


leech? lit[ (naut.) vertical or sloping side of 
a sail. xiv lich(e) (Sandahl), xv (leche, lyche, 
Sc. lek). Obscurely connected with ON. 
(naut.) lik (cf. Sw. lik, Da. lig bolt rope). 


leek lik herb allied to the onion, OE. /Zac, 
corr. to MDu. looc (Du. look), OHG. louh 
(G. lauch), ON. lau&r :- Germ. *laukaz, 
*-am (whence Finnish laukka, OSI. luků), 
of which no cogns. are known outside Germ. 





leer! liar look askance (now only with a sly 
or malign expression). xvi. Early leare, 
le(e)re, poss. f. leer sb. cheek (OE. hléor = 
OS. hleor, etc., ON. hlyr pl.), as if ‘to look 
over the cheek’. Hence leer sb. xvi (Sh.). 

leer? lori (dial) empty. OE. */zre (as in 
l&rnes emptiness) — OS., OHG. ldri (Du. 
laar, G. leer) :- WGerm. *lári, of unkn. 
origin. 

Jeet! lit court of record held by lords of cer- 
tain manors. XV (lete, Promp. Parv.). - AN. 
lete, AL. leta (x1), of unkn. origin. @ OE. 
l#p administrative district of Kent, which 
has been proposed as the source, is too re- 
mote in sense. 


leet? lit (mainly Sc.) list of persons eligible 
or selected for an office. xv (lite, lytte, lythe). 
Of obscure origin, but prob. - AN., OF. 
lit(t)e, var. of liste L1sT!. 


leetle li:t] alt. of LITTLE expressive of dimi- 
nutiveness. XVII. 


left left side opposite to the right. x11. 
ME. lift, lift, left :— OE. *lyft (as in lyftddl 
"left-disease', paralysis), Kentish left ‘inanis’ ; 
the prinfary sense of ‘weak, worthless’ is 
found in EFris. /uf, Du. dial. loof, and the 
derived sense in MDu., LG. luchter, lucht, 
luft, NF ris. leeft, leefter; the ult. origin is 
unknown. @ This is one of the words (cf. 
MERRY) in which a south-eastern (Kentish) 
form has established itself in gen. English. 


leg leg bodily organ of support and locomo- 
tion. x1it (La3.). — ON. leggr (also in comps. 
limb, viz. armleggr, handleggr arm, lerleggr, 





LEGITIMATE 


fótleggr leg ; cf. Icel. uphandleggr upper arm, 
framhandleggr forearm) :— *lagjaz (cf. Lom- 
bardic lagi thigh), of which there are no 
certain cogns. elsewhere. Superseded SHANK. 
legacy le:gosi Tlegateship xiv ; bequest xv. 
— OF. legacie — Sp. legacia - medL. legátia 
legateship, f. /égátus LEGATE. In the second 
and current sense repr. AL. /égantia (XIII), 
f. légáre (see LEGATE). 


legal !i:gol pert. to or based upon law. xvi. 
— (O)F. légal or L. légális, f. leg-, léx law 
(an Italic and Indo-Iran. word); see -AL! 
and cf. LEAL, LOYAL. SolegaLity xv. -F. or 
medL. 


legate le:got ecclesiastic deputed to repre- 
sent the Pope x11 (Peterborough Chron.); 
ambassador, delegate xIv. — (O)F. légat~ L. 
légátus, sb. use of pp. of légdre depute, dele- 
gate; see -ATE!. So legaTION ligei-fan. xv. 
-(O)F. or L. 

legatee legoti: person to whom a legacy is 
bequeathed. xvir. f. legate bequeath (xvi), 
f. pp. of L. légare; see prec., -ATE?, -EE. 

legato legaá:tou (mus.) smooth and con- 
nected. xix. It., pp. of legare :- L.. ligdre 
bind (cf. LIGATURE). 


legend le:dzond A. story of a saint's life or 
collection of these xiv; book of liturgical 
lessons XV ; non-historical story ; B. inscrip- 
tion, motto xvii. —(O)F. légende = Sp. 
leyenda, It. leggenda - medL. legenda, prop. 
‘things to be read', n.pl. of gerundive of 
legere read (see LECTION), taken as fem. sg. 
For the formation cf. PREBEND. So le-gend- 
ARY. XVI. — medL. legendārius (sb. -ium). 

legerdemain  le:d3a1domein sleight of 
hand xv (Lydg.) ; trickery xvi. — F. léger de 
matn, i.e. léger (1- Rom. *levidriu-s, f. levis 
light), de of, main hand. 

leghorn leghó:n kind of straw plaiting; 
breed of fowls. xıx. f. place-name Leghorn 
(Italy) — It. -Legorno, now Livorno, repr. L. 
Liburnus. 

legible le-d3zibl that can be read, ie. deci- 
phered. xiv. — late L. legibilis, f. legere read ; 
see LECTION, -IBLE. legibi lrrv. xvir. 

legion !rdson body of infantry in the 
ancient Roman army; vast host. x1 (La3.). 
~ OF. legiun, -ion (mod. légion) —- L. legió(n-), 
f. legere choose, levy (see LECTION). 

legislator le-dzisleitaz one who makes 
laws. XVIL — L. légis Idtor, i.e. legis g. of lex 
law, látor proposer, mover, agent-noun f. 
làtus :—- *tlátus, pp. of tollere raise ; after phr. 
legem ferre propose a law. So legistA' TION. 
XVII. — late L. légis ldtid. Hence le-gislaTIve. 
XVII. le-gislatuRE. xvII; after JUDICATURE. 


legitimate lidzi:timat lawfully begotten 

xv; lawful, regular xvii. - medL. légiti- 
matis, pp. of légitimdre declare to be lawful, 
legitimize, f. L. légitimus, f. lég-, léx law. So 
legitimate -eit vb. xvi. legitima-TION. 
xv. - medL. See -ATE?, -ATE?. legi-timisr. 
xiX. — F. (political party). legi-timizE. xix, 
f. L. adj. Cf. LEGAL. 
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LEGUMINOUS 


leguminous légjü:minos pert. to pulse; of 
the pea and bean family (Leguminosz). 
XVII. —- modL. legüminósus, f. L. legümzn-, 
-umen pulse, bean (whence, through F., 
legume le-gjiim beans, peas, etc. XVII; pod 
of Leguminosz XVIII); see -OUS. 


leisure le:301, li-3ax Tfreedom or opportu- 
nity; freedom from occupation, free time. 
xiv. ME. leisour, -er - AN. leisour, OF 
leisir (mod. loisir) — Pr. lezer leisure, Cat. 
lleer permission, Pg. lazer leisure, oppor- 
tunity; Rom. sb. use of L. licére be per- 
mitted (see LICENCE). Cf. PLEASURE. 


leman lemon (arch.) lover, sweetheart; 
illicit lover, paramour, xu. ME. leofman, 
lef man, lemman, f. léof, léf LIEF-+ MAN. 


lemma le:mo, pl. lemmata, lemmas (math.) 
subsidiary proposition XVI; heading, title, 
theme xvii. — L. — Gr. lémma, pl. lémmata 
something taken for granted or assumed, 
theme, argument, title, f. */ab-, base of 
lambánein take. 


lemming le:mig small arctic rodent. XVII. 
- Norw. lemming, rel. to Sw. lemmel, Tlemb 
(pl. lemmar), Norw. lemende. 


lemon! le: mon pale-yellow ovate acid fruit, 
Citrus Limonum. xiv. ME. lymon - (O)F. 
limon (now restricted to the lime), corr. to 
Sp. limón, Pg. limão, It. limone, medL. 
limé(n-); f. Arab. lima», coll. lim fruits of 
the citron kind (see LIME?). So lemona'pz. 
XVII. = F. limonade. 


lemon? le'mən in lemon dab, lemon sole 
certain species of plaice or flounder. XIX. 
- F. limande (X11; beside lime; cf. It. lima, 
limanda), of unkn. origin. 


lemur l'mər Malagasy nocturnal mammal 
allied to the monkey. xvii, = modL. lemur 
(Linnæus)}, deduced from L. pl. lemurés 
shades of the departed; so named because 
of the spectre-like suggestion of the face. 


lend lend grant the temporary possession 
of; grant, bestow. xv. Late ME. lende, 
superseding léne(n) :- OE. lénan, corr. (with 
difference of conjugation) to OFris. lēna, 
lēnia, Du. leenen, OHG. lēhanön (G. lehnen 
enfeoff); f. Loan. The substitution of lend- 
for lén-, which became established in xv, 
arose from the fact that the pt. lende and pp. 
lent of léne, by assoc. with the conjugation 
of bend, send, wend, suggested an inf. lende. 


length leg(k)p quality of being long OE.; 
long stretch. xvi. OE. lengbu (rare, the 
usual word being lengu, lenge, which sur- 
vived till xvir) — Du. lengte, ON. lengd :- 
Germ. */aggibo, f. *laggaz LONG! ; see -TH!. 
Hence le-ngthEen® xvi; superseding tlength 
vb. xr (Cursor M.). lengthy’. xvi 
(c. 1690, N. Amer.). 


lenient liniont softening, relaxing XVII ; in- 
disposed to severity XVIIL. — L. léntent-, -éns, 
prp. of lenire soothe, f. lénis soft, mild; see 
-ENT. Hence le'niency. xvii (Mme D’Ar- 
blay). lenrrv le:niti. xvi. - OF. - L. 


LEPER 


lenition lini[on (philol) smoothing or 
softening of a sound. xix. f. L. lénis; see 
prec., -ITION. 


leno li'nou cotton gauze. xix. prob. —F. 
linon lind, f. lin ~~ L. linum; see LINEN. 


lens lenz piece of glass, etc., with two 
curved surfaces or one straight and one 
curved. xvit (Halley). - L. lens LENTIL: so 
called on account of its shape; F. Lentille is 
used in the same way. 


Lent lent tspring ; period from Ash Wednes- 
day to Easter Eve. xir. Shortened form of 
ME. lenten, OE. lencten = MDu. lentin, 
OHG. lengizin, lenzin :- WGerm. *langt- 
tinaz, either f. *laygita-, -ion- (whence 
MDu., Du. lenta, OHG. langiz, languz, also 
lenzo, G. lenz) with suffix -ina-, or f. *laygaz 
LONG! 4- *tina- of Goth. sinteins daily, rel. to 
Skr. dina, OSI. dini, Lith. diend day; the ult, 
deriv. from LoNG! is undoubted and may 
have reference to the lengthening of the day 
in spring; the eccl. sense of the word 1s 
peculiar to Eng. Lenten survives in attrib. 
use and is apprehended as an adj. in -EN®. 


lenticular lenti‘kiloz lens- or lentil-shaped. 
xvi. — L. lenticuláris, f£. lenticula; see next 
and -AR. 


lentil le-ntil seed of a leguminous plant, 
Ervum lens, Lens esculenta. xin. —(O)F. 
lentille :- Rom. *lenticula, for L. lenticula 
(whence Sp. lenteja, It. lenticchia), dim. of 
léns, lent- lentil. 


lentisk le:ntisk mastic tree. Xv. = L, len- 


tiscus, prob. of alien origin. 


leonid lionid (astron.) one of a group of 
meteors which appear to radiate from Leo. 
XIX. f. L. león- LION - -1D*?. 


leonine? lronain lion-like, pert. to a lion. 
xiv (Ch.). - (O)F. léonin, -ine or L. leóni- 
nus, -ina, f. león- LION; see -INEt. Identical 
in form and ult. in origin is le-onine? in 
leonine verse, Latin verse in which the final 
word of the line rhymes with that imme- 
diately preceding tbe czesural pause, from 
a medieval poet Leo or Leonius. 


leopard le:poid large carnivorous quadru- 
ped, Felis panthera. xni. ME. leopard, leu- 
pard, lubard, lebard = OF. leopard, leupard, 
lebard (mod. léopard) — late L. leopardus 
- late Gr. leópardos, also leontópardos, f. 
leonto-, léón LION+pdrdos PARD; so named 
because supposed to be a hybrid between 
lion and 'pard'. 


leper le:por leprous person. xiv (Trevisa, 
Wycl. Bible). prob. arising from attrib. use 
of tleper (x111) leprosy - (O)F. lèpre - late L. 
lepra, cl. lepra (Pliny) - Gr. léprá, sb. use of 
fem. of leprds scaly, f. lépos, lepis scale. The 
ending -er would confirm the tendency to 
apprehend the word as a personal designa- 
tion. So le-prous. xi (AncrR.). - OF. 
lepro(u)s ~late L. leprdsus. Hence le-prosy§, 
XVI; repl. tlepry (Xv). 
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LEPIDOPTERA 


lepidoptera lepido:ptoro order of insects 
characterized by scale-covered wings. XVIII. 
modL. (Linnzus), f. Gr. lepido-, lepís scale 
--pterón wing (cf. FEATHER) ; see -A*. 


leporine le:porain hare-like. xvr. -L. 
leporinus, f. lepor-, lepus hare; see -INE!. 
leprechaun leprox5:n in Ir. folk-lore, a pyg- 
my sprite. xvi (lubrican), xtx (lepre(c)haun). 
— Ir. lupracán, leipracdn, lioprachdn, in MIr. 
luchrupdn, Olr. luchorpán, £. lu small + corp 

body (- L. corpus ; see CORPORAL). 


lepto- le:pto(u) comb. form of Gr. leptós 
fine, small, thin, delicate (prop. ppl. adj. of 
lépein scale, peel, rel. to lepis shell, scale), in 
many bot. and zool. terms. 


Lesbian le:zbion pert. to unnatural sexual 
relations between women; also sb. xix. 
L. Lesbius, f. Lesbos birthplace of Sappho 
(cf. SAPPHISM)-+ -IAN. 


lese-majesty lizme-dzisti treason. xv. 
=- F. lése-majesté — L. lesa májestás hurt or 
violated majesty, i.e. of the sovereign people ; 
lesa, pp. of laedere injure (see next), 
májestás MAJESTY. 

lesion li:3on damage, injury. xv. - (O)F. 
lésion - L. lzsió(n-), f. las-, ledere injure, 
hurt; see -SION. 

less lės of not so great size or extent ; func- 
tioning as compar. of little (cf. LEAST). OE. 
lZssa = OF ris. léssa t- Germ. *laisizé, f. 
*laisiz (whence OE. ls = OF ris. lés adv.), 
compar. formation on */azsa- :- IE. *loiso- 
(cf. Gr. loísthos last). Hence le:ssEN? vb. 
xIv, le-sser*; double compar. 


-less lés orig. an adj. rel. to LEASING, LOOSE, 
LOSE, OE. léas devoid (of), free (from), 
governing the genitive, e.g. firena léas free 
from crimes, but more freq. the second el. 
of adj. compounds, the first el. being a sb., 
e.g. wifléas without a wife. In some in- 
stances the sb. is a noun of action coincident 
in form with the related vb., and some of 
the adjs. so formed have the sense ‘not to 
be —ed', ‘un—able’, e.g. countless, number- 
less. On the supposed analogy of these -less 
has been appended (from late xv1) to many 
verbs, e.g. dauntless, fadeless, tireless. 


lessee lesi? tenant under a lease. xv. = AN. 
lessee, OF. lessé, pp. of lesser (mod. laisser 
leave, let); see LEASE’. So lessor’. xv. 
- AN. lesso(u)r. 


lesson le-s(a)n portion of sacred scripture 
read in divine service; portion of a book to 
be studied; portion or period of teaching 
XII (AncrR.); Tlecture xiv. -—(O)F. legon 
:— L. lectiónem LECTION. 


lest lest (so) that. . not. OE. py lés pe, 
‘whereby less that’ (pọ instr. case of the 
demons. and relative pron., lÆs LESS, þe 
relative particle ; see THE’), late OE. pe læste, 
whence ME. lest(e), by aphesis of the first 
word of the phr.; cf. for the meaning L. 
quóminus ‘whereby less’, lest. 


let! let leave behind or undone, omit; put 
out to hire or rent; allow, cause. OE. /#tan, 


LETTER 


pt. lét, leort, pp. gel@ten = OF ris. léta, OS. 
lātan (Du. laten), OHG. ldézan (G. lassen), 
ON. láta, Goth. létan (pt. la:ilot); CGerm. 
(orig. reduplicating) vb., f. *lat- (:— *léd-), 
rel. to */at- LATE :- *lad-, repr. by L. lassus 
weary (1- *ladtós) ; cf. ALAS, LASSITUDE. The 
primary sense was prob. ‘let go through 
weariness’, as in the Rom. synon. (e.g. F. 
laisser ; see LEASE). The strong pp. (still dial. 
letten) began to be superseded by let in XIV. 


let? lèt (arch.) hinder, prevent. OE. lettan 

= OFris. letta, OS. lettian (Du. letten), 
OHQG. lezzen, ON. letja, Goth. latjan (intr. 
delay) :- CGerm. *Jatjan, f. *lata- slow, 
LATE. Hence let sb. hindrance. XII. 


-let, lét suffix used since xv1, but not freq. till 
XVIII, to form diminutives ; presumably de- 
duced from bracelet, crosslet, and the like, 
which have the appearance of being f. brace, 
cross, but which are actually from F. words 
formed by the addition of -ette (-ET) to sbs. 
ending in -el (- L. -ellum or -ále), or from 
tartlet, which 1s — F. tartelette, dim. of tarte 
TART, through the by-form tartre, whence 
*tarterette, and by dissimilation fartelette. 

Armlet, necklet, wristlet, denoting orna- 
ments for parts of the body, were perh. first 
suggested by a false analysis of frontlet, and 
furthered by the common bracelet. 


letch iletf craving, longing. XVIII. poss. f. 
by-form of (dial.) latch seize, catch hold of 
(OE. leééan), but the transference of mean- 
ing is not clear. 


lethal irpol deadly, mortal. xvir. = L. 
lethális, £. léthum, var. of létum death, by 
assoc. with Gr. léthé oblivion, used as a 
proper name in L. (whence Lethe li-pi xv1) 
for a river in Hades, the water of which, 
when drunk, produced oblivion of the past; 
see -AL!. 

lethargy  le:poid3i morbid drowsiness; 
torpor, apathy. xiv (Ch., Wyclif, Trevisa). 
Earliest form litargie - OF. litargie (mod. 
léth-) - late L. léthargia (medL. litargia, 
after medGr. pronunc.) - Gr. léthargid, f. 
léthargos forgetful, f. *léth- (cf. prec.), var. 
of *lath- in lanthdnein escape notice, lanthd- 
nesthai forget, prob. rel. to L. latére be hid 
(see LATENT). lethargic lépáudgik. xiv 
(Trevisa; rare before xvi). - L. —- Gr. 

Lett let member of a people inhabiting 
Baltic provinces. xiX. — G. Lette - native 
name Latvi. Hence Le-ttic (1) Lettish, 
(ii) in wider use applied to the Baltic langs. 
Letts! TE. language of the Baltic group; 
after G. lettisch. 


letter le:tor alphabetic character; epistle ; 
pl. literature, learning. xut. —(O)F. lettre 
:— L. littera (which took over the senses of 
Gr. grámma, pl. grámmata; see GRAMMAR) 
letter of the alphabet, pl. epistle, written 
document, literature, culture, also litera, 
var. leitera (by false assoc. with linere smear), 
perh. ult. - Gr. diphthérai writing tablets. 
So letterEkb! le:to:id learned, educated. 
XIV ; after (O)F. lettré, L. litterátus. 


[524] 


LETTUCE 


lettuce le:tis plant of the genus Lactuca. 
xur. ME. letus(e), obscurely rel. to OF. 
laitué (mod. laitue) = It. lattuga :- L. la- 
ctuca, f. lact-, lac milk, so called with ref. to 
the milky juice of the plant. 


leuco- lii-kou before a vowel leuc-, comb. 
form of Gr. leukds white (see LIGHT). XVII. 


levant livae:nt decamp, steal away, bolt; 
esp. of an absconding debtor. xvir. perh. f. 
levant in sl. phr. come the l., run or throw a l., 
make a bet with the intention of absconding 
if it is lost, ult. based on Levant, as in the F. 
phr. faire voile en Levant, ‘to bee stolne, 
filched or purloyned away’ (Cotgr.). But 
cf. Sp. levantarse con algo seize something. 


Levant live:nt tthe East; eastern part of 
the Mediterranean. xv. = F. levant, sb. use 
(‘point where the sun rises’) of prp. of lever 
rise (see LEVY). So Leva-ntine’., XVIL; 
after F. 


levator livei:ti1 (anat.) muscle that raises. 
xvi. — late L., agent-noun of L. levdre (see 
LEVY, -ATOR). 


levee le:vi, le:vei reception of visitors on 
rising from bed xvir; assembly held by a 
sovereign, etc., esp. in the early afternoon 
xvIII. — F. Jevé, var. of lever rising, sb. use 
of lever (inf.) raise, (refl.) rise :— L. levdre 
lift; see LEVY, -EE. 


level le:voal instrument to indicate a line 
parallel to the horizon xiv ; Tlevel condition 
XV; position marked by a horizontal line 
XVI; social, etc., plane; level surface xvii. 
ME. level, livel —- OF. livel, later nivel 
(mod. niveau) — Pr. livel, nivel, Sp. nivel, 
Pg. livel, nivel, It. nivello :- Rom. *libellum, 
for L. libella, dim. of libra balance, scales 
(cf. LITRE). Hence adj. xvi, vb. xv. 


lever li-var bar serving to dislodge a heavy 
object. xir. = AN. lever, (O)F. levier, 
alteration of OF. leveor by substitution of 
suffix (-driu- for -driu-), f. lever raise (see 
LEVY); ME. had levere and levour. 

leveret le:vorit young hare. xv. — AN. leve- 


ret, dim. of levre, (O)F. Iiévre :- L. leporem, 
lepus hare (of alien origin) ; see -ET. 


leviathan livaiopon large aquatic animal 
in the Bible; TSatan xiv (Wycl. Bible) ; used 
by Hobbes for the commonwealth 1651. 
- L. (Vulg.) leviathan - Heb. livydthdn. 


levigate le-vigeit make smooth. xvi. ‘f. 
pp. stem of L. lévigdre, f. lévis smooth (cf. 
Gr. leífos)d--ig-, var. of base of agere do, 
make; see ACT and -ATE?, So leviga' TION. 
xv. -L 

levin le:vin lightning. xim (‘Genesis & 
Exodus’). ME. leuen(e), first in Scandina- 
vianized areas; prob. of ON. origin, and 
perh. based on OSw. liughnlelder (Sw. 
liungleld, Da. lygn|ild) lightning flash, f. 
*leux- (see LiGHT!). 

levirate li-vireit custom by which a brother 
of a deceased man marries his widow. XVIII. 
f. L. léuir brother-in-law (corr. to OE. tdcor, 


LIANE 


OSI. déveri, Homeric Gr. ddér, Skr. devdr-) 
-- -ATE!. 

levitate le:viteit rise or cause to rise by 
reason of lightness. xvu (Marvell). f. L. 
levis light (see LEVITY) after GRAVITATE. So 
levita’TION. xvi1 (More). 

Levite li:*vait descendant of Levi ; assistant 
to a priest XIII (Cursor M.); Tdeacon xiv 
(PPl.); Tclergyman xvii. — ChrL. levīta, 
levités — Gr. leuités, f. Leut = Heb. Lévi. So 
levi-ticau. xvi (Coverdale). f. late L. (Vulg.) 
leviticus - Gr. (LXX) leuitikos. 

levity le:viti lightness (physical, mental, or 
moral) xvi. — L. levitds, f. levis light, rel. 
to Gr. elakhiis short, OSI. ligükü light; see 
-ITY. 

levy le:vi action of raising money, an army, 
etc. xv (leve(e), levie). — (O)F. levée, sb. use 
of fem. pp. of lever = L. levdre raise, f. levis 
light (see prec. and -v?). Hence levy vb. 
raise (money, taxes, etc.) XIV; raise (an 
army); make, start (war) xv. 

lew Pa see LEE’. 

lewd ljüd Tlay, not clerical OE. ; unlearned 
x111; tlow, vulgar; fignorant; fill-condi- 
tioned; lascivious, unchaste xiv. OE. 
lwede, of unkn. origin; connexion with 
L. ldicus LAY? has been suggested. 

lewis lii-is iron contrivance for raifing 
blocks of stone. xvi. perh. f. the name 
Lewis. Also called lewisson, lewising (XIX). 

lewisite Jü'isait vesicant oily fluid. 1937. 
f. name of the inventor, W. J. Lewis + -ITE. 

lexical le-ksikal pert. to the words of a 
language; of the nature of a lexicon. xix. 
f. Gr. lexikós and lexikón ; see next and -AL!. 

lexicon ]le:ksikon word-book, dictionary. 
xvi. —-modL.- Gr. lexikón, n.sg. (sc. 
biblíon book, BIBLE) of lexikós pert. to words, 
f. léxis phrase, word, f. légein speak; see 
LECTION. Solexico:GRAPHER, -GRAPHY. XVII. 

ley lei var. of LEA, repr. OE. /eage, etc., obl. 
forms of OE. léah; now used spec. by agri- 
culturists. 

li li Chinese itinerary measure. XVI. 

li? li Chinese weight. xvii. 


liable lai:obl obliged by law xv; exposed or 
subject £o XVI. poss. - AN. *[iable,f. (O)F. 
lier :- L. ligáre bind (cf. LIGAMENT, LIEN); 
but, if this 1s the origin, the late appearance 
of the word and its absence from AN. and 
AL. records are inexplicable. Hence lia- 
bidirrv. xvin. See -BLE. 


liaison liei-z3 Tthickening for sauces XVII; 
illicit intimacy ; (in F. phonetics) consonant- 
linking XIX ; (mil.) co-operation of forces Xx. 
- F, liaison, f. lier bind (cf. prec.). 

liane lià:n tropical climbing and twining 
plant. xvi. = F. liane, Tene, dial. Horne, 
lierne clematis (cf. LIERNE), perh. alteration, 
by crossing with lier bind, of dial. F. viorne, 
vienne :- L. viburnum wayfaring-tree. Also 
liana lià:no (xix), which either is a latiniza- 
tion or has arisen from the notion that the 
word was of Sp. origin. 
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LIAR 


LID 


liar lai-ox teller oflies. OE. léogere(= OHG. | libration laibrei-fan oscillation, balancing. 


liugari, ON. ljtigari), f. léogan LIE*; see -ERt. 
€| For the sp. -ar cf. beggar, pedlar. 


lias laios blue limestone rock xvir (lyas); 


xvil. = L. librdtid(n-), f. librdre balance, 
f. libra; see Lipra, -ATION, and cf. LIVRE, 
EQUILIBRIUM. 


(geol.) strata forming the lowest division of | libretto libretou text of an opera, etc. 


the Jurassic xix. = F. liais, OF. liois in marbre 


XVIH. It., dim. of libro book (cf. LIBRARY). 


liots, pierre lioise some valuable kind of stone Libyan li-bian pert. to Libya, a region of N. 


or marble, prob. of Germ. origin (cf. OS. 
leia, MHG. lei(e) rock, stone). 


Africa, by some applied to the Berber lan- 
guage or the Hamitic group gen. xVII; see -AN. 


libation Jaibei-fan pouring out of wine in licence, U.S. license larsons leave, permis- 


honour of a god. xiv. - L. libatió(n-), f. 
libare taste, pour as an offering, rel. to Gr. 
leibein pour drop by drop, loibé libation, 
liba (acc.) drop; see -ATION. 


libel laibal Tformal statement or writing 
Xi; plaintiffs declaration or plea xiv; 
+published bill or pamphlet xv1; damaging 
or defamatory statement XVII. ~ OF. libel, 
(mod.) libelle — 1. libellus, dim. of liber book 
(see LIBRARY). Hence libel vb. xv1. li:bel- 
lous. XVII. 


liberal li:borol pert. to the arts considered 
‘worthy of a free man’; free in bestowing 
XIV; funrestrained xv; free from prejudice 


sion ; liberty of action xiv ; formal permission 
from authority ; excessive liberty Xv ; devia- 
tion from normal form xvi; licentiousness 
xvii. —-(O)F. licence :— Sp. licencia, It. 
licenza —- L. licentia, f. licent-, prp. stem of 
licére be lawful: see LicIT, -ENCE. Hence 
li:icense vb. xv. €] The difference of sp. 
between sb. and vb. is in accordance with 
the usage exemplified in practice sb., practtse 
vb., prophecy sb., prophesy vb., which seems 
to be based on pairs like advice and advise, 
where the difference depends upon a his- 
torical phonetic distinction. So lice:n- 
tiovs. xvi. L. (Quintilian). 


XVIII ; of political opinion (opp. to Conserva- lich litf (dial) body, corpse. OE. Hé — 


tive, Tory) 1801. —-(O)F. libéral = Sp. 
liberal, Yt. liberale — L. liberdlis, f. liber free 
s= */ouberos, Clitalic *louferos == Gr. eleti- 
theros; see -AL.. So libera-liry. xiv. 
liÓiberargE?. xvi. =f. L. liberdt-, -dre. 
libera:rioN. xv. - (O)F. or L.. 


libertine lrbo:tin, -ain Tfreedman xiv 
(Wycl. Bible; thereafter from xv1) ; antino- 


OF ris. lik, OS. Le (Du. lijk), OHG. lih (G. 
leiche, from MHG. liche}, ON. lik, Goth. 
leik :- CGerm. *likam (IE. *Eg- form, repr. 
in Balto-Sl. by words meaning ‘like’). Sur- 
vives in lich, ly:ch=GaTE roofed gateway 
to a churchyard under which the bier is set 
down at a funeral. xv (lycheyate). Cf. LIKE!, 
LYKEWAKE. 


mian, free-thinker ; licentious man xvI. - L. | lichen lai kon, litjon fliverwort, one of a 


libertinus, f. libertus made free, f. liber free 
(see prec.) ; partly through F. libertin. 


liberty li-boiti freedom xıv (Ch.); leave, 


class of cellular cryptogams xvi. = L. 
lichén — Gr. leikhen. So F. lichen, Sp. liquen, 
It. lichene. 


permission; privilege, franchise; district of lichi see LITCHI. 
5 rx , d rmm a au e . «oe 
one's privileges Xv. — (O)F. liberté — Pr. | feit lisit lawful, allowable. xv. = L. licitus, 


libertat, etc. — L. libertdtem, -tds, f. liber free, 
see LIBERAL, -TY. Hence libertaRIAN. XVIII. 


libidinous librdinos lustful. xv. = L. Kbi- 
dinosus, f. libidin-, libidé, lubidd lust (cf. 
libet, lubet it is pleasing); see LIEF, -OUus. 
libido libardou, -irdou (psych.). xx. 


Libra larbro (astr.) constellation between 
Virgo and Scorpio; 7th sign of the zodiac. 
L., pound weight, balance; the constella- 
tion, denoted by =, was perh. so named 
with ref. to the fact that, when the sun enters 
this part of the ecliptic, the days and nights 
are equal. Cf, LIRA, LIVRE. Q InmedL. libra 
was used for ‘pound’; hence the abbrevs. 
lL, țli., lb. (weight), £ (sterling). 


library lai-brari place to contain books 
accessible for reading (Ch.); collection of 
books. xiv. -(O)F. librairie (now only 
‘bookseller’s shop’) = It., Sp. libreria, Pg. 
livraria - CRom. *librária alteration of L. 
libraria bookseller's shop, sb. use (sc. taberna 


pp. of licére be lawful (cf. ILLICIT). 


lick lik pass the tongue over. OE. licctan = 


OS. liccón, leccón (Du. likken), OHG. leckón 
(G. lecken) :- WGerm. *likkojan (whence 
F. lécher, etc. ; see LECHER) ; based ult. on IE. 
*ligh- *leigh- *loigh-, found in Skr. (Vedic) 
vedhi, ledhi, Arm. lizanem, Gr. leikhein, 
lkhnedein lick, likhnos dainty, L. lingere, 
ligurrire, Olr. ligim, OSL. lizati, Lith. Iezti, 
Goth. &i|laigon lick. 


lickerish likorif (arch.) dainty; greedy; 


lecherous. xvi. Alteration by substitution 
of -1sH? of tlickerous (x111)- AN. *likerous, 
var. of lecheros LECHEROUS (cf. OF. liquerie, 
var. of lecherie LECHERY). @ Perverted to 
liquorish (xvilt) to express fondness for 
liquor. 


lictor li:któ: officer in ancient Rome. xvi 


(earlier tiittour xtv). L., of unkn. origin, but 
pop. assoc. with ligdre bind (cf. LIGAMENT). 


shop) of librdrius pert. to books, f. libr-, liber | lid lid cover of the opening of a vessel OE.; 


book ; see -ARY, -Y?. So librarian laibreo:- 
rion Tscribe xvir ; keeper of a library xvir. 
f. L. librárius d- -AN. 
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eyelid xit. OE. Aid — OFris. Aid, MLG. 
lit (-d-), Du. lid, OHG. (Alit (now in G. 
(augen)lid eyelid), ON. hlið gate, gateway, 


LIDO 


gap 1- Germ. *xlióam, f. *xliü- cover, as in 
OE. behlidan, OS. bihlidan cover, OE. 
onhlidan OS. anhlidan open (see BE-, UN-?), 
Goth. Aleipra tent, hut; IE. *hli- cover, 
shut, is repr. also in Olr., Balto-Sl., and Gr. 


lido lidou name of a bathing-place near 
Venice; transf, public open-air swimming- 
pool. xx. Venetian It. lido := L. litus shore. 


lie! lai pt. lay lei, pp. lain lein be in a 
prostrate or recumbent position. OE. liégan, 
pt. leg, pl. légon, pp. legen = OF ris. lidz(t)a, 
OS. liggian (Du. liggen), OHG. liggen, ON. 
liggja :- CGerm. *ligjan (OHG. ligan, G. 
liegen, Goth. ligan are abnormal), f. base 
*leg- *lag- *lég- w= IE. *legh- *logh- *légh-, 
repr. also by Gr. léktron, lékhos bed, dlokhos 
bedfellow, Iékhos lying-in, lying in wait (cf. 
LOCHIA), ambush, L. lectus bed, OSI. ležati 
lie. The form lie (repl. normal ME. ligge 
li:d32) resulted from the generalization of 
the stem of the 2nd and 3rd pers. sg. pres. 
ind. OE. lig(e)st, list, lig(e)p, lth; cf. Lay?. 
Hence lie sb. xvir. 


lie? lai pt., pp. lied tell an untruth. OE. 
léogan, pt. léah, pl. lugon, pp. logen = OF ris. 
liàga, OS. liogan (Du. liegen, loog, gelogen), 
OHG, logan (G. lügen, log, gelogen), ON. 
ljúga, Goth. liugan; CGerm, vb. f. *leug- 
*loug- *luz- (whence OE. lyge lie); cf. OSI. 
liga lie. Hence lie sb. untruth. XIII; repli. 
OE. lyge. 


lief lif fadj. beloved, dear. OE. léof = 
OF ris. lidf, OS. liob, liof (Du. lief), OHG. 
liub, liub (G. lieb), ON. ijifr, Goth. liufs 
(Éub-) :- CGerm.  *leubaz :- IE. *leubhos 
(whence OS]. D[jubii) ; see also LEAVE!, LOVE. 
As adv. (compared liever, lievest) dearly, 
gladly xiii; developed mainly from arch. or 
dial. phr. I had as lief. 1 had liever, i.e. I 
should hold as dear, dearer, in which would 
i substituted on the analogy of would 
rather. 


liege līdz entitled to feudal service (as liege 
lord, OF. lige segnur) xiii; bound to render 
this (as liege man, OF. home lige). = OF. lige, 
liege (cf. Pr. litge, It. ligio, medL. légius, 
ligius)~ medL. léticus, leticus, *liticus, f. 
létus, litus, prob. - Germ. *lzpizaz (cf. G. 
ledig free, unoccupied), *lēton, -az (cf. 
Goth. fraļlēts, OE. frēo|læta freedman), f 
*/%t-, base of LET!. @ For the survival of 
the sense ‘free’ cf. legal liege poustie being in 
health and in possession of one’s faculties, 
OF. lige poestee, medL. ligia potestas. 


lien li-an, U.S. lin (leg.) right to retain pos- 
session of property. XVI. ~= F. len, OF. loien 
t- L. ligámen bond, f. ligdre (cf. LIGAMENT). 


lierne 1i3-1n (archit.) short rib in vaulting 
connecting principal ribs. xix. —F. (xvi), 
perh. transf. use of the term for climbing 
plants (see LIANE). 


lieu DZ place, stead. xirt (liue). - (O)F. Eeu 
1 L. locu-s place (cf. Locus). 


LIGHTNING 


lieutenant lév-, lėfte'nənt, (U.S.} lute'nənt 
(arch.) vicegerent xiv; military and naval 
rank (orig. of one *holding the place! of a 
captain) xvI. — (O)F. Eeutenant,f. lieu place 
+ tenant holder (see LIEU, TENANT, and cf. 
LOCUM TENENS), with OF. word-order re- 
tained. Forms with f, to which the tradi- 
tional Eng. pronunc. corresponds, appear in 
XIV, e.g. leef-, leve-, later lief-, live-, ltev-; 
infl. of LEAVE sb.' is possible. Hence lieu- 
TE'NANCY. xv. Also lieutenant-GENERAL 
Tvicegerent xv (Caxton); rank next below 
a general xvi. = F. lieutenant général, in 
which the second word is orig. adj. In 
lord-lieutenant (from xv applied to various 
officers holding deputed authority from a 
sovereign) lieutenant is adj. 


life laif animate existence ; course or manner 
of living. OE. Jif, corr. to OFris., OS. lif 
life, person (Du. lyf body), OHG. Iib life 
(G. leib body), ON. lif life, body :- CGerm. 
(exc. Gothic) *“libam (*libaz), f. *lid-, the 
weak grade of which appears in LIvE!. Hence 
li-fecuarp bodyguard of soldiers. xvil; 
prob. after Du. tlifgarde, G. leibgarde (in 
which the first el. means “body’), later assoc. 
with life. 

lift lift raise, elevate. xim (Cursor M.). 
= ON. lypta = MHG., G. lüften :- Germ. 
*luftjan, f. *luftuz air, sky (see LOFT). Hence 
lift sb. xvr (Malory). 


ligament li'gəmənt short band of animal 

tissue XIV; ligature xvI. — L. ligdmentum, f. 
ligáre bind, tie (cf. ALLY); see -MENT. So 
li-gaTURE. xIV. — late L. 


light! lait emanation from the sun, etc.; 
illumination; lighted body. OE. léoht, 
Anglian liht = OFris. liacht, OS., OHG. 
lioht (Du., G. licht) :- WGerm. *leuxtam 
:- *leuktom (var. *leukotom is repr. by Goth. 
liuhap), f. YE. *leuk- *louk- *lük-, repr. in 
Gr. leukós white, letissein see, likhnos (:~ 
*luksnos) lamp, L. lx, limen (:— *leuksmen) 
light (cf. Luminous), lūcēre (cf. LuctD), liina 
(:- *leuksná) moon (cf. LUNAR), Olr. luan 
moon, luach shining, W. Hug light, ON. logi 
t—- *lukón) flame, OSI. luca beam, Skr. ruc 
shine, rucds bright. So light adj. OE. léoht, 
liht = OFris. liaht, OS., OHG. licht (Du., 
G. licht), light vb. OE. lihtan = OS. 
liuhtian, etc., Goth. liuhtjan, largely super- 
seded by lightgN*. xir (Cursor M.). Cf. 
ALIGHT’. comp. li-ghtHousE xvii (Bacon). 


light? lait of little weight. OE. léoht, liht = 
OF ris. li(u)cht, OS. -liht (Du. licht), OHG. 
liht(i) (G. leicht easy), ON. léttr, Goth. leihts 
:- CGerm. */ipytaz, *-tjaz, £. *liggw- :- IE. 
*lefigh”-, as in Lith. lefigvas light; for the 
grade *Iygh”- see LUNG. Hence li:ghten®. 
Xv. 


lightning lai‘tnin discharge of electricity 
between groups of clouds. xiv. Special use 
of lightening, vbl. sb. of lighten (see LIGHT?) 
with differentiated sp. Superseded ME. 
leiting (x111), which in turn superseded leit, 
lait, OE. léget, liget, f£. base of LicHT!, 
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LIGHTS 


lights laits lungs (now of slaughtered beasts). 
xil. ME. lihte, pl. of ht LIGHT? used sb.; 
cf. the etymol. meaning of LUNG and Olr. 
scaman light, sb. lungs, W. ysgyfaint lights, 
ysgafn light, Russ. légkoe lung, lëgk light. 

lign-aloes lainz'louz aloes, aloes wood XIV 
(Ch.); aromatic wood of a Mexican tree 
(Bursera) xix. = late L. lignum aloes *wood 
of the ALOE’ (aioés, gen. of aloe). 


ligneous li-gniss woody in texture. XVII 
(Bacon) -L. ligneus, f. lignum wood (:- 
*legnom, f. legere COLLECT, fallen branches 
being collected for burning); see -EOUS. 


ligula ligjülo tongue-like strip. xvirr. L., 
‘strap’, ‘spoon’, var. of lingula, f. lingere 
LICK, assoc. with lingua TONGUE; cf, -ULE. 

like! laik having the same character or 
quality. xu (Orm). ME. lic, lik - ON. líkr, 
aphetic of g/íkr — OE. geliC ALIKE. Hence 
li-ken® compare. xiv; cf. MLG. likenen, 

OHG. gi|lihinón, Sw. likna, WkewisE. xv. 

like? laik please, be pleasing OE.; find 
agreeable, be pleased with xir. OE. lician 
= OF ris. likia, OS. likōn (Du. lijken), OHG. 
lihhén, ON. líka, Goth. leikan :- CGerm. 
*LkhGjan, *likojan, f. *likam appearance, 
form (see LICH). liz k(e)aBrr. xvin. li-kisc!. 

- OE. licung. 

likely laikli probable xir (Cursor M.); 
suitable, fit Xiv; capable-looking ; handsome 
xv. — ON. likligr (also glikligr), f. likr LIKE! + 
-ligr -LY!. Also adv. probably. xiv (Wychif). 
li-keNESS resemblance, similarity, image, 
portrait. OE. (ge)licnes. 


likin lrkin Chinese provincial transit duty. 
xix. Chin. L1?-- n money. 

lilac lai-lok shrub Syringa vulgaris. XVII. 
-F. tlilac (now lilas)—- Sp. lilac - Arab. 
lilak - Pers. lilak, var. of nilak bluish, f. nil 
blue, indigo, NIL? (cf. Skt. nila, whence Hindi 
lil). The earliest form lelacke (Bacon), in 
mod. dial. laylock, may repr. Turk. letlag. So 
named from the bluish tinge of the flowers 
of some varieties. 

liliaceous liliei:fos lily-like; (bot.) pert. to 
the family Liliacez. xvirr. — late L.. Zzliáceus 
(Palladius), f. Ilium L1LY ; see -AcEOUS. 


lillibullero li:ibülisÀrou. xvi (-burlero). 
Refrain perh. orig. burlesquing Irish words. 


Lilliputian lilipja-Jion diminutive. xvni. 
f. Lilliput name of an imaginary country in 
Swift’s ‘Gulliver’s Travels’ (1726), peopled 
by pygmies six inches high; see -IAN. 


lilt lilt sound (a note), lift up (the voice), 
sing XIV; sing with a swing xviir. ME. ilte 
(in tlilting horn ‘kind of trumpet’, Ch.), 
lilte, obscurely rel. to LG., Du. lul pipe 
(Du. lullepijp bagpipe; cf. rare Sc. tliltpipe 
xv and Sc. Ul, lilt hole in a wind instrument 
xviii). Hence lilt sb. (Sc.) song, tune XVIII; 
swing of a tune or verse XIX. 

lily li-li plant of the genus Lilium or family 
Liliaceze. OE. lile (weak fem.) ~ L. lilium, 
perh. - Gr. leírion, but the L. and Gr. words 
may have a common Mediterranean origin. 


LIMINAL 


The L. word is almost universally repr. in 
Germ. and Rom. langs. (cf. FLEUR-DE-LIS). 


limb! lim part of the body, spec. a member 
such as the arm, leg, wing; branch (/. of 
Satan, etc., imp, mischievous person; in 
OE. déofles limu ‘devils limbs’; whence 
simply kmb xvu). OE. lim n., pl. limu, corr. 
to ON. limy m.; prob. rel. to OE. Lip limb 
== Du. lid; see LAY-FIGURE). €q The para- 
sitic b prob. arose in obl. forms, as pl. limes, 
was transferred to the nom. sg., and finally 
disappeared (as in other words in -mb). 


limb? lim A. tlimbo of Hell xv; B. edge or 
boundary of a surface or instrument XVI. 
~ F. limbe or its source L. limbus (see LIMBO). 
So li-mbic (anat.). xix. — F. limbique. 


limbeck li:mbek. xiv. Early forms lambyke, 
lembike; aphetic of ALEMBIC. 


limber! litmbaz shaft; forepart of a gun- 
carriage. XV. Earliest forms lymo(u)r, perh. 
for *limmer, *limner (cf. Sc. lymnar xvi), s 
use of medL.. liméndrius adj., f. limd(n-) shaft, 
of unkn. origin (cf. (O)F. limon shaft x11, limo- 
niére shafts and fore-carriage, medL. limo- 
narius shaft-horse). Hence li:mber vb. xIx. 


limber? li:mbaz pl. holes in timbers for the 
passage of water. XVII. -—(O)F. lumiere 
lümjer light, hole (used in the same techn. 
sense) += Rom. *lumindria, fem. sg. use of 
pl. of L. limindre light, lamp, f. limin-, 
liimen (see LIGHT"). 


limber? limbo: flexible, pliant. xvr. perh. 
from LIMBER! in allusion to the to-and-fro 
motion of shafts or a fore-carriage. Hence 
Ji:mber (up) vb.? xvi. 


limbo li:mbou region on the border of Hell 
XIV; prison, confinement xvi; neglect, obli- 
vion XVII. orig. in phr. in limbo, out of limbo, 
repr. medL. i» limbo, e limbo; abl. of L. 
limbus hem, selvage, fringe, in Eng. use 
from c.1400 for limbo, from xvii for LIMB? B. 


lime! laim birdlime; mortar, cement; cal- 
cium oxide. OE. zm, corr. to MDu. lim (Du. 
lijm), OHG. lim (G. leim), ON. lím ; f. Germ. 
*lim-, var. of *laim- LOAM, ult. rel. to L. 
limus, which has been referred to *loimos 
and *sloimos SLIME. Hence lime vb. xir. 


lime? laim fruit of Citrus Medica acida. 
xvn (Sir T. Herbert). = F. lime - modPr. 
limo, Sp. lima = Arab. limah (see LEMON?). 


lime? laim linden. xvii (Bacon). unexpl. 
alteration of line, var. of lind (see LINDEN). 

lime-hound see LYAM. 

limen lairmen (psych.) limit below which 
a stimulus ceases to be perceptible. xix. L., 
‘threshold’, tr. G. schwelle (Herbart, 1824). 
Cf. SUBLIMINAL. 

limerick li:nmorik kind of nonsense verse. 
c.1895. Said to be derived from a custom of 
singing ‘Will you come up to Limerick?’ at 
convivial parties at which nonsense verses 
were extemporized. 


liminal liminol pert. to the threshold. xix. 
f. L. limin-, limen threshold ; see -AL!. 
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limit limit boundary; fixed point. xiv. 
- L. limit-, limes frontier ; cf. F. limite (XVI). 
So limit vb. xiv. - (O)F. limiter or L. 
limitáre. limita:r10N. xiv. -L 

limitrophe li-mitrouf adj., on the frontier 
XIX; Tsb. borderland xvi. = F. limitrophe 
— late L. limitrophus, £. līmit- LIMIT + Gr. 
-trophos supporting (tréphein support, 
nourish). 

limn lim illuminate xv; paint, portray XVI. 
contr. of þlumine (xiv) — OF. luminer = L. 
lūmināre, £. lūmin-, lūmen LIGHT!. So lim- 
nER! limnər illuminator XIV; painter XVI. 
contr. of Tluminer (xiv), f. lumine. €| For the 
vowel cf. trifle and for loss of n cf. autumn. 


limnology limno-lod3i study of lakes. XIX. 
f. Gr. limné lake, marsh+ -LoGy. 

limousine limuzin motor-car with closed 
body. xx. F., f. Limousin name of a pro- 
vince of France; orig. caped cloak worn by 
natives of the province. 


limp! limp walk lame. xvr. prob. f. tliump- 
halt lame, OE. lemphealt, lempihalt, f. 
*lamp- :- 1E. *lomb- (cf. Skr. ldmbate hangs 
down or loose, sinks) + healt HALT}; cf. 
MHG. limpfen limp. 

limp? limp wanting in firmness. XVIII. 
prob. of dial. origin; perh. ult. rel. to prec., 
the basic sense being ‘hanging loose’. 


limpet li:mpit mollusc of the genus Patella. 
ME. lempet:- OE. lempedu (cf. OHG. 
lampfrida) - medL. lampréda, -ida limpet, 
LAMPREY. 

limpid limpid pellucid, clear. xvir. -= F. 
limpide or L. limpidus, perh. rel. to limpa, 
lumpa, later lympha LYMPH. 

linchpin li'ntfpin pin in an axle-tree to keep 
the wheel in place. xıv (lynspin). ME. lins 
s= OE. lynis = WFris. lins, OS. lunisa (Du. 
luns, lens), MHG. luns, lunse (G. liinse); the 
base is seen also in ME. flinnail (xv), tlinpin 
(xiv), perh. OE. *iyne (:- *luni-), rel. to 
OHG. lun, luna (G. dial. lunn, lon); cf. 
OHG. luning linchpin. 


Lincoln green li:nkon grin bright green 
stuff made at Lincoln, county town of Lin- 
colnshire, England, a seat of cloth manu- 
facture (cf. Lincolnesaye xiv). XVI. 


linden li:ndon lime-tree, Tilia europa. XVI. 
In linden tree = Du. lindeboom, tlindenboom, 
G. lindenbaum, f. linde (with weak inflexion)+ 
boom, baum tree (BEAM). The first el. corr. 
to OE. lind, linde lime-tree, shield, ON. lind, 
prob. rel. to Gr. eldté silver fir (:— *Inta). 

line? lain flax; flax thread or cloth. OE. lin 
= OS., OHG. lin (Du. lyn-, G. lein-), ON. 
lin, Goth. lein += CGerm. *linam = or - L. 
linum flax, rel. to Gr. linon, Ir. lin, Lith. 
linai pl. Now dial. exc. as surviving in LIN- 
SEED. Hence line vb. apply a layer of 
material to the inside of (a garment). xiv 
(Ch.); with ref. to linen being used for the 
purpose. 

line* lain cord, string; string, row, series 
OE.; thread-like mark, stroke x11; serial 





-LING 





succession XIV; track, course xv. ‘Two 
words of ult. identical etym. have coalesced : 
(1) OE. line rope, line, series, rule = MDu. 
line (Du. lijn), OHG. lina (G. leine cord), 
ON. lina, prob. CGerm. (exc. Gothic) = L. 
linea; (2) ME. ligne, line -— (O)F. ligne = Pr. 
linha, Pg. linha ~~ Rom. *linja, for L. linea, 
linia, orig. sb. use (sc. fibra fibre) of fem. of 
lineus pert. to flax, f. linum; see prec. Hence 
line vb.? tie with a line, etc. xIv; trace with 
a line xv1; bring into line (cf. ALIGN) XVII. 


line? lain cover (the bitch). xiv. - (O)F. 
ligner, also aligner ; identical with LINE vb.?, 
but the sense-development is obscure. 

lineage li:nida3 ancestry, pedigree, ances- 
tors. XIV. -—(O)F. lignage, tlinage = Pr. 
linhatge, Sp. linaje, It. lignaggio = Rom. 
*linedticum, f. linea LINE?; see -AGE. The 
sp. lineage (XVII) is due to assoc. with line; 
the pronunc. has followed it under the infi. 
of lineal. 

lineal li-niol pert. to a line or lines xiv; in 
the direct line of descent xv. — (O)F. linéal 
— late L. linedlis ; see LINE*, -AL?, So li-mear. 
xvii. — L. linedris; cf. (O)F. linéaire. 

lineament li:niomont distinctive feature xv ; 
fline, outline xvi. -—L. linedmentum, f. 
linedre make straight, f. [nea LINE?; see 
-MENT. Solinea'TioN. xIv. -L 


linen li:xnin adj. made of flax OE. ; now, as 
attrib. use of the sb., made of linen; sb. 
cloth woven from flax; garments, etc., of 
this. xiv. OE. linen, linnen = OFris. (Du.) 
linnen, OS., OHG. linin (G. leinen) :- 
WGerm. *linin, f. *linam LINE!; see -EN?. 

liner lainor ship or aircraft belonging to a 
line (LINE?), ie. a regular succession of 
vessels plying between certain places. xix; 
see -ER!, 

ling! lin long slender cod-like fish. x11 
(Havelok). ME. leng(e), prob. of Du. or 
LG. origin; cf. Du. leng, earlier lenghe, 
linghe; rel. to LONG! (cf. the synon. Scand. 
forms, ON. langa, Sw. långa, Da. længe). 


ling? lig plant of the heather family. xiv. 
= ON. lyng, of unkn. origin. 

-ling' liy suffix, of CGerm. origin, forming 
sbs., OE., OS., OHG. -ling, ON. -lingr, 
Goth. -liggs, comp. of *-ila- -EL!, -LE!, and 
*-inga- -ING?, but treated as a simple suffix. 
(i) In OE., added to sbs. to form sbs. de- 
noting a person concerned with . ., e.g. 
hyrling HIRELING; added to adjs. (occas. an 
adv.) to form sbs. denoting a person having 
the quality implied, e.g. déorling DARLING, 
UNDERLING. In ON. the suffix was dim. in 
force, esp. in names of the young of animals, 
e.g. geslingr GOSLING, kidlingr young kid. 
ME. and later formations on the same lines 
are fatling, grayling, nestling, sapling; with 
unfavourable sense (since c.1600), e.g. 
groundling, worldling. Formations on verb- 
stems are changeling, shaveling, starveling, 
suckling (so nursling. Many new dim. 
formations appear from xvi, e.g. godling, 
lordling, princeling. 
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-ling? lig also -lings, -lins, adv. suffix, repr. 
a var. of Germ. *ling- *lang- *luyg-, all of 
which appear in OE., as bæcling on or to- 
wards the back, andlang ALONG?, nihtlanges 
for a night, grundlunga, -linga to the ground; 
so MLG., MDu. ling(e), Fris. -lings, etc. 
The orig. use to form advs. of direction is 
continued in ME, grufelyng (see GROVEL- 
LING), sideling(s); but more numerous are 
formations in which the suffix denotes con- 
dition or situation, as darkling(s), flatling(s). 


linger li-ngar tdwell x11; stay behind, 
tarry, be tardy xvi. north. ME. lenger, fre- 
quent. (see -ER*) of tleng linger — ON. lengja 
= OE. lengan, whence ME. lenge le-nd30 = 
MLG. lengen, OHG. lengen (G. längen) :- 
Germ. *laygjan prop. make or be long, f. 
*lang- LONG). 

lingerie li-n3ori, |l£sri linen (esp. women's) 
articles collectively. xix. F., f. linge linen 
t= L. lineu-s of linen (f. linum Line), used 
sb.; see -ERY. 


lingo liiggou foreign language, strange or 
unintelligible language. xvii. prob. = Pg. 
lingoa t= L. lingua TONGUE. 


lingot litngot INGOT. xv. =F, 


lingua franca li:ngwa fre-nko orig. mixed 
jargon based on Italian, used in intercourse 
with Easterns in the Levant. xvir. It., 
‘Frankish tongue’; see FRANK, FERINGHEE. 


linguist li-ngwist one skilled in languages. 
xvi. f. L. lingua TONGUE, LANGUAGE + -IST. 
Hence lingui'stic. xıx (earlier -ical). Cf. 
F. linguiste, -istique. 

linhay li'nhei shed open in front, often 
with lean-to roof. xvii (linny). Of obscure 
origin ; the first el. may be OE. hlinian LEAN?. 


liniment linimont Tgrease xv; embroca- 
tion XVI. ~ late L. lintmentum, f. L. linere 
smear, anoint; see -MENT. 


link! link loop of a chain, etc. xiv (implied 
in AL., linkum). — ON. *hlenkr (icel. hlekkr, 
OSw. lænker) + Germ. *xlaykjaz, rel. to 
OE. hlenéan pl. armour, MLG. lenkhake 
pot-hook, MHG. gelenke (coll.) flexible parts 
of the body, gelenk joint, link ; cf. LANK (basic 
meaning ‘to bend’). Hence link vb. xiv. 


link? link torch. xvi. poss. = medL. linchi- 
nus, alt. of lichinus wick, match, = Gr. lukhnos 
light, lamp. 

links links (pl.) gently undulating sandy 
ground on the sea-shore (golf-course). OE. 
hlincas, pl. of klinc (whence also dial. linch 
rising ground, ridge), perh. k-deriv. of the 
base of OE. hlinian LEAN?. 


linn lin (chiefly Sc.) cascade, pool xvI; 
precipice xvIII. = Gael. linne, Ir. linn (earlier 
lind) = W. llyn, Corn. lin, Breton lenn. 


Linnzan, Linnean linion. xvin. f. Lin- 
nzus, latinized form of the surname of Carl 
von Linné, Sw. naturalist (1707-78) ; see -AN. 


linnet li:nit small song-bird, Linota canna- 
bina. xvi. - OF. (Walloon, Picard) Jinette, 








LIQUEFY 


earlier linot (mod. linot, linotte), f. lin flax 
(see LINEN) + Rom. dim. suffix -ottus, used 
in the names of small animals; the bird 
feeds on the seed of flax and hemp (cf. G. 
hánfling, f. hanf hemp, Sw. hámpling). 

linoleum linou:liom floor-cloth in which a 
coating of linseed oil is used. xix (patented 
by F. Walton 1860 and 1863). f. L. linum 
flax, LINE! 4- -oleum O1L. 

linotype larnotaip (typogr.) machine for 
producing lines or bars of words. xix 
(patented 1888). For line o’ (i.e. of) type. 


linseed li-nsid seed of flax. OE. linsdd, 1.e. 
LINE! -++ SEED ; cf. MHG. linsGt, Du. lynsaad. 


linsey li:nzi fabric, (now) of coarse wool on 
a cotton warp. XV. prob. f. name of Lindsey 
(near Kersey), in Suffolk, where the manu- 
facture is said to have originated (cf. KERSEY). 
Hence linsey-wolsey  li:nziwu:lzi. xv; 
-++ WOOL, with jingling ending. 

linstock li'nstok staff to hold a lighted 
match. xvi. Early lintstocke - Du. lontstok, 
f. lont match -- stok stick ; assim. to LINT in 
application to refuse of flax used as tinder. 


lint lint flax ; dressing for wounds prepared 
by scraping linen. xiv. ME. lyn(n)et, perh. 
-—(O)F. linette (known only in the sense 
‘linseed’), f. Jin flax, LINE1+-ETTE, -ET. 


lintel lisntl upper horizontal of a doorway. 
xiv. = OF. lintel (mod. linteau), alteration 
of *linter, lintier = Pr. lundar, Cat. llindar 
:- Rom. *limitdris, alt. of limindris pert. to 
the threshold (used sb.), by crossing of limes, 
limit- LIMIT with limen, limin- threshold. 


lintwhite lint4ait linnet. OE. linetwige, 
north. ME. lynkwhyte, Sc. lyntquhyte, f. lin 
flax, LINE! + *twig- (as in OHG. gwign 
pluck; cf. OE. pisteltwige thistle-finch). 

lion laiton ‘the king of beasts’, Panthera leo. 
ME. liun, lioun, leoun - AN. liun (F. lion) = 
Pr. led, Sp. león, It. leone, Rum. leu — L. leé, 
leonem — Gr. léón. (In OE. léo, whence ME. 
le (Orm); cf. OF ris. lawa, MDu. leuwe (Du. 
leeuw), OHG. lewo (G. lówe, leu), ON. león, 
lión ; (partly from Germ.), Lith. /évas, OSI. 
livit; all ult. - L.). So lironzss'. xir (Cur- 
sor M.). - OF. lionesse. 


lip lip edge of the mouth. OE. lippa = 
OF ris. lippa, MLG., MDu. lippe (whence 
G. lippe), OSw. lippe, lippa :- Germ. *lipjon, 
rel. to synon. OS. lepor, OHG. leffur, lefs 
(G. dial. lejze) :- Germ. *lepaz-, *leps; f. 
*lep- :- IE. *leb-, rel. to L. labia, labra n. pl. 
lips, Pehlevi lap (Pers. lab). Q F. lippe 
thick lower lip is = LG. 

lipo-! comb. form of Gr. lip-, weak grade of 
leipein leave, be wanting, hence as in lipo- 
gram, lipography. 

lipo-?, comb. form of Gr. l/pos fat, in scien- 
tific terms. 

liquefy likwifai reduce to or become a 
liquid. xvi. — F, liquéfier— L. liquefacere, 
pass. liquefieri, f. liquére; see LIQUOR, -FY. 
So liquefa-crioN. xv. - F. or late L. 
liquE'SCENT. XVIII. 
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LIQUID 


liquid li-kwid adj. neither solid nor gaseous 
XIV; (of air, sound, light) pure, clear xvi. 
= L. liquidus, £. liquére (cf. LIQUOR). sb. (in 
phonetics) xv1; liquid substance (formerly 
liquor) xvit. So li:quidarzg? +make clear, 
set out clearly xvi; clear off (a debt) xvii; 
set out the liabilities of xix; (after Russ. 
likvidirovat’) wipe out xx. f. pp. stem of 
medL. liguidére. The financial senses are 
due to It. liquidare, F. liquider. liquida-- 
TION. XVI. liquor? litkər liquid substance. 
xiii. ME. licur, licour — OF. licur, licour 
(mod. liqueur) = Pr., Sp. licor, It. liquore), 
= L. liquórem, liquor, rel. to liquáre liquefy, 
filter, liqui flow, liquére be fluid, perh. rel. 
to *lig-, linquere, LEAVE’. F. liqueur liko:i 
in its specific sense was adopted XVIII. 


liquorice, licorice likeris rhizome of 
Glycyrrhiza glabra, preparation from this. 
xur. -— AN. lycorys, OF. licoresse, -ece 
= (with assim. to licor LIQUOR) late L., liqui- 
ritta (whence also It. liquirizia, legorizia, 
MHG. lakeritze, G. lakritze, Du. lakkeris, 
Sw., Da. lakrits) —- Gr. gluktrrhiza, f. glukis 
sweet (cf. GLYCERINE)+rhiza root (cf. RHI- 
ZOME). Q Rom. langs. have also metathetic 
forms: OF. recolisse, regolisse (mod. réglisse), 
Pr. regalicia, Sp. regaliz(a), It. regolizia. 


lira lia‘ra unit of It. currency. xvi. It.—Pr. 
liura = F. livre, It. libbra :— L. libra pound. 


Lisle lail name of a French town, now Lille 
ll, used attrib. as in L. thread, lace. XIX, 


lisp lisp speak with defective (sibilant) 
utterance. OE. *wlispian (only in awlyspian), 
f. wlisp, wlips adj. lisping; cf. MLG. wlispen, 
wilspen (Du. lispen), OHG. lisp stammering, 
lispen lisp (G. lispeln); imit. 


lispound lispaund unit of weight used in 
the Baltic trade. xvi. =- LG., Du. lispund, 
for livsch pund ‘Livonian pound’. 


lissom li'səm lithe and agile. xvnur. Of 
dial. origin, for *Zthsom, f. LITHE+ -SOME}, 
with shortening of the first syll.; cf. Ithe- 
some (XVIII). 


list! list À. border, edging, strip OE.; B. 
Tboundary; pl. barrier enclosing space for 
tilting xiv. OE. liste = MDu. liste (Du. 
lijst), OHG. lista (G. letste) += Germ. *leston, 
which was adopted in Rom. as F. liste, It. 
lista. In its application to tilting used to 
repr. OF. lisse (mod. lice) = Pr. lisa, plau- 
sibly referred to Germ. *listj6n, f. *liston. 


list? list tbe pleasing OE.; (arch.) desire. 
xiv. OE. lystan = OS. lusttan (Du. lusten), 
OHG. lusten (G. listen), ON. lysta :- 
CGerm. (exc. Gothic) *lustjan, f. *lust- 
pleasure, Lust. Hence list sb. Tpleasure, 
desire x111; whence li-stLess without zest or 
spirit XV. 

list? list (arch.) listen. OE. Alystan, f. hlyst 
hearing, corr. to OS., ON. Alust :- Germ. 
*ylustiz 1 IE. *klustis (cf. Skr. srufti obedi- 
ence), f. *klus-, extension of *klu- hear (see 


LITHIA 


LOUD). So listen li:sn OE. Alysnan, corr. 
to MHG. lüsenen :- WGerm. *ylusinójan ; 
cf. OE. hlosnian listen :- *xlusnójan. 


list* list catalogue of names, etc. xvtr (Sh.). 
~ F, liste (xvi) = Sp., It. lista presumably 
identical with List’, the special application 
being developed from ‘strip’ (of paper). 
Hence list vb. xvi. 


list® list careening or inclination of a ship. 
XVII. Of unkn. origin. So list vb. xvir. 


Listerian listio:rion pert. to the antiseptic 
methods of surgery promoted by Sir Joseph 
(later Lord) Lister; see -1AN. 1880. 


litany li*toni liturgical form of supplication. 
xu. ME. letanie (later assim. to L.) ~ OF. 
letanie (mod. litanie) — Pr., Sp. letania, etc. 
—ecclL. litania (whence in OE. letania) = Gr. 
litaneid prayer, entreaty, f. litanós suppliant, 
f. lité supplication, litésthai entreat. 


litchi, lichi lir:tíi Chinese fruit. xvi (Jechia, 
lichea). Chinese, f. li-tchi. 


«lite lait final el. in many names of minerals, 
repr. F. -lite (in G. -lit, -lith), Gr. lithos stone 
(which is repr. directly by -lith in monolith, 
etc., LITHO-). 


literal li-tarel pert. to the or a letter or let- 

ters. XIV. =(O)F. litéral or late L. lit(t)erdlis, 
f. lit(t)era LETTER; see -AL!, So li-terary 
pert. to letters or literature. xvii. -L. 
literArE? educated, learned xv; literary. 
xvn. -L. literüátus; sb. xvi. literature 
irt(o)rit[uox polite learning xiv; literary 
work xvii. — (partly through F. littérature) 
L. lit(t)erdtira (coll.) alphabetic letters, 
linguistic science, grammar, learning (‘gram- 
matice, quam in Latinum transferentes 
litteraturam vocaverunt’, Quintilian). lite- 
ratim -eitim letter by letter. xvir. medL., 
after L. gradátim step by step. 


litharge li-paid3 monoxide of lead. xiv. 
ME. litarge= OF. litarge (mod. litharge) 
~L. lithargyrus = Gr. lithárguros, f. lithos 
stone--drguros silver, rel. to L. argentum 
silver, ARGENT. 


lithe! laió Tgentle, mild OE.; pliant, sup- 

ple xv. OE. lide = OS. lithi, OHG. lindi 
(G. lind) soft, gentle :- WGerm. *linpja-, 
f. Germ., TE. *len-, whence ON. linr soft, 
yielding, OF. linnan, OHG., Goth. -linnan, 
ON. linna cease (cf. L. lentus pliant, 
slow.) 


lithe? laid (obs. or arch.) listen. xir. - ON. 
hlýða, f. hljóð listening, sound, rel. to Goth. 
hliuma sense of hearing, OE. hléopor sense 
of hearing, music, OHG. hliudar, f. * yleu- 
hear, LISTË. 


lithia lrpio (chem.) oxide of lithium. xix. 
modL., alteration, after soda, potassa, of 
modL. hthion (as if- Gr. lítheion, n. of 
litheios stony, f. lithos stone), applied to the 
fixed alkali to designate its mineral origin. 
Hence lithium metallic element of the 
alkaline group. XIX; see -IUM. 
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LITHO- 


LLAMA 


public hal), f. léés, Ionic form of làós 


litho- lipo(u), lipo: corab. form of Gr. lithos 
stone. litho:-GRAPHY making designs on 
stone to be printed from. xix (in fugitive 
senses XVIII) ; hence li:'thoGRAPH, -GRA‘PHIC. 
litho-Towv. xvi. -late L. - Gr. 


lithontriptic lipontri-ptik, lithonthry-ptic 
(med.) having the property of breaking up 
stone. xvu (Sir T. Browne). - F. or modL. 
hthontripticus (corrected later to -thryp- 
ticus), repr. Gr. (Odppaka ràv év veópots) MBwv 
Opur7ixa. (drugs) comm:nutive of stones (in 
kidneys); assoc. with tpiPew (rub) suggested 
"wearing down’. 


Lithuanian lipjuei‘nion pert. to Lithuania 
and its language, a member of the LETTIC 
group; See -IAN. XVII. 


litigation litigei:J[on Tcisputation xv1; legal 
proceedings xvi. ~ late L. litigdtid(n-), f. 
litigát-, -àre (whence litigANT, -ATE?), f. Lit-, 
lis strife, lawsuit (OL. stlis) + agere do (see 
ACT). So litigious liti-dzias indulging in 
litigation. xiv (Wycl. Bible). -(O)F. liti- 
gieux or L. lītigiðsus, f. litigium litigation. 


litmus litməs blue colouring matter from 
lichens. xvi. = ONorw, litmosi, f. ON. litr 
sb., lita vb., whence dial. t dye + mosi MOSS. 


litotes li-tétiz (rhet.) affirmative expressed 
by the negative of the contrary, as ‘a citizen 
of no mean city’. XVIL. ~ late L. — Gr. litdtés, 
f. litós single, simple, meagre. 


litre lrtox unit of capacity in the metric 
system. xIX. — F. litre (1793), suggested by 
tlitron old measure of capacity, f. medL. 
litra - Gr. litra Siciliar. money of account, 
:- *lipbrd, whence also L. libra LIVRE. 


litter litor Tbed xir (Cursor M.) ; portable 
couch xIv ; straw, etc., for bedding; number 
of young brought forth at a birth xv; dis- 
orderly accumulation o? things lying about 
xvi. — AN. litere, (O;F. litióre = Pr, lei- 
tiera, Sp. litera, It. lettiera 1 medL. lectaria, 
f. lectus (F. lit) bed; see LIE!. Hence li-tter 
vb. furnish (horse, etc.) with litter xiv ('Tre- 
visa); bring forth (young) xv (Caxton); 
strew with litter, scatter disorderly XVIII. 


little li-tl not great or big. OE. lytel = OS. 
luttil (Du. luttel), OHG. luzeil (MHG, 
G. dial. litzel) :-WGerm. *littila, f. *lit-, 
repr. also by OE. lyt adv. little. Compared 
LESS, LEAST. @ Not basically rel. to the 
synon. and similar EGerm. *litilaz, repr. 
by ON. till, Goth. leitils; but the ON. 
word affected Eng. regionally, since mod. 
north. dial. /atl, lal repr. ME. litel. 


littoral literal adj. pert. to the shore xvit. 
sb. region along the shore xix. — L. l;ttorális, 
var. of litorális, f. litor-, litus shore; see -AL!. 
So F. (xviir). 


liturgy li:tazdzi servic? of the Eucharist; 
form of (Christian) public worship. xvi. 
- F. liturgie or late L, liturgia ~ Gr. leitour- 
gid public service, worship of the gods, f. 
leitourgós public servant, minister, f. *leftos 
public, prob. var. of /éitos public (cf. */éiton 


people---ergos performing (see WORK); cf. 
ee So littu-rgic(AL). xvi. — medL. 
= I. 


live! liv have life, be alive; subsist. OE. 
(i) libban, pres. libbe, liofast, liofap, pl. 
libbap, pt. lifde, (11) lifian, pt. lifode, corr. to 
OF ris. libba, liva, OS. libbian, lebon, OHG. 
lebén (G. leben), ON. lifa live, remain, Goth. 
liban, pt. libaida; f. CGerm. base *lb- 
remain, continue; see LIFE, LEAVE?. 


live? laiv living. xvi. Aphetic of ALIVE; 
repl. older tlives, g. of lif LIFE. 


livelihood lai-vlihud means of living. XVI. 
Alteration, by assim. to LIVELY and -HOOD, 
of livelode course of life, conduct, main- 
tenance, sustenance, OE. lifldad, f. lif LIFE+ 
ldd course, way (see LOAD, LODE); cf. OHG. 
lībleita subsistence, provisions, 


livelong li-vlon, lai-vlon emotional intensive 
of the adj. long. xiv. ME. lefe longe, leve 
longe, i.e. LIEF, LONG! ; of. G. die liebe lange 
nacht ‘the dear long night’. In XvI appre- 
hended as f. LIVE! or LIVE?, and consequently 
altered in form. 


lively lai-vli tliving; tvital OE.; vigorous, 
active XIII; life-like, animated, vivid XIV; 
gay xvi. OE. liflic, f. lif LyrE4- -lé -1v! ; cf. 
OHG. liblich, ON. lifligr. So livery? adv. 
(OE. lifliée; but newly formed in xiv). 


liver livor bile-secreting organ. OE. lifer 
= OFris. livere, MDu. lever (Du. lever), 
OHG. libara (G. leber), ON. lifr = Germ. 
*libré, having no certain cogns. @ ‘There is 
no CIE. name for the liver. 


Liverpudlian livazpa-dlion belonging to (a 
native of) Liverpool, of which the final syll. 
was joc, altered to puddle; see -1AN. XIX. 


livery li-vari dispensing of provisions to 
retainers x11 (Cursor M.); allowance of pro- 
vender for horses; suit of clothes for re- 
tainers xIV; legal delivery of property xv. 
~ AN. liveré, (O)F. livrée (whence Sp. librea, 
It. livrea), sb. use of fem. pp. of livrer DE- 
LIVER, dispense :— L. liberdre; see -Y*. 

livid livid of bluish leaden colour. XVII 
(Bacon). — F. livide or L. lividus, f. livere be 
bluish; see -1D!. 

livre livr old French money of account. 
XVI. F. +- L, bra pound; cf. LIRA, LITRE. 


lixivium liksi'viəm lye. xvir. = late L., sb. 
use of n. of lixivius, f. lix ashes, lye. So 
lixi-viATE?, li:zxiviaA:TION. xvii, —- modL. 


lizard li-zaid reptile of the genus Lacerta. 
xiv. ME. lesard(e) — OF. lesard, -arde (mod. 
léz-) = Pr. lazert, Sp. lagarto, It. lacerta, 
repr. L. lacertus, lacerta, which appearsto 
be identical with lacertus muscle; cf. the 
etym. of MUSCLE. Early forms show varia- 
tion of vowel (e, i, u) in the first syll. 


llama li‘ms S.-Amer. ruminant allied to 
the camel. xvi. - Sp. llama lja:ma, cited as 
Peruvian in 1535 and 1560. 
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LLANO 


LOCHIA 





lano ljànou level treeless plain or steppe 
in the north of S. Amer. xvii. Sp. :- L.. 
plánum PLAIN, 


Lloyds loidz society of ship brokers and 
marine underwriters in London ; f. name of 
Edward Lloyd, who in 1688 opened a coffee- 
house, which was a resort of shipping under- 
writers; so Lloyd’s News from 1696, Lloyd’s 
List from 1726. 


lo lou int. repr. (i) ME. lo :- OE. 1a, excl. 
of surprise, grief, or joy, (with voc.) O!; 
(ii) ME. 16, prob. short for lõke := OE. ldca, 
imper. of lócian Look (cf. north. imper. pl. 
tlos, and local loo thee look you). 


loach loutf small freshwater fish, Cobitis 
barbatula. xıv. = (O)F. loche, in AL. lochia 
(c.1200); of unkn. origin. 


load loud  Tcarriage OE.; burden xim; 
transf. and fig. xvi (Sh.). OE. lad way, 
journey, conveyance = OHG. leita course, 
leading, procession (G. leite), ON. leið way, 
course :— Germ. *laiðð, whence *laidjan 
LEAD?, 'l'he development of meaning has 
been infl. by assoc. with LADE. Cf. LODE. 
Hence vb. xv. 


loadstone, lodestone lou:dstoun magnetic 
oxide of iron; this used as a magnet. xvi. 
f. load, LODE-++STONE; lit. ‘way-stone’, so 
named from the use of the magnet in guid- 
ing mariners. 


loaf! louf, pl. loaves louvz t+tbread; portion 
of bread baked in one mass OE.; moulded 
conical mass of sugar xiv. OE. hlaf = 
OHG. leip (G. laib, tleib), ON. hlezfr loaf, 
Goth. hlaifs bread -- CGerm, *ylatéaz. It 
is uncertain which was the primary sense, 
‘bread’ or ‘loaf’. @ Adoptions from Germ. 
are OSI. chiébi (Russ. khleb), Lith. kliépas, 
Finnish leipd, etc. 


Joaf? louf (orig. U.S.) spend time idly. xrx. 
prob. back-formation from contemp. loafer, 
which may be based on G. landldufer vaga- 
bond, tramp (whence U.S. landloafer), f. 
land LAND! -F laufen (dial. lofen) run, LEAP?. 


loam loum Tclay, earth OE. ; clay moistened 
to form a paste xv; fertile soil mixture xvi. 
OE. lam = (M)Du. leem, MLG. lëm (whence 
G. lehm), rel. to OHG. leimo (G. dial. leimen) 
t=- WGerm. *laimaz, *laimon, f. *lai-, *li- 
be sticky (see LIME?), 


loan loun fgift, grant OE.; thing lent, act 

of lending xit. —- ON. lán, corr. to OE. 
lzn (see LEND), MDu. lëne (Du. leen), OHG. 
léhan (G. lehn) :- Germ. *laiywniz, -az- :- 
IE. *loignes-, -os- (cf. Skr. réhnas inheri- 
tance, wealth), f. *loig- *leig- *lig-, repr. 
also by Gr. leípein leave, L. linquere (cf. 
DELINQUENT, RELINQUISH), Goth. leihwan, 
OHG. Bhan (G. leihen) OE. léon lend. 
Hence vb. xvi (latterly esp. U.S.). comp. 
loa‘nworp word adopted from another 
rea c. 1860; after G. lehnwort (Ebel, 
1856). 
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loath, loth loup thostile; thateful, loath- 





some OE. ; (f. the vb.) disinclined, unwilling 
xiv. OE. lāþ = OFris. leed, OS. lēð (Du. 
leed), OHG. leid (cf. G. leid sorrow, pain, 
leider prop. compar. unfortunately), ON. 
leidr :-CGerm. (exc. Gothic) *laibaz, 
adopted in Rom. as F. laid, Pr. lait (whence 
It. laido) ugly. So loathe loud be hateful 
OE.; be averse to, (later) dislike intensely 
xil. OE. Jápian — OS. léthon, ON. leida :—- 
*latbéjan. Hence loa-thiy?. OE. laplid = 
OS. lédlik, etc. loa:thsoME!, xIII. 


lob lob Tpollack xiv; (dial. bumpkin xv1; 


pendulous object xvit; lump xrx. prob. of 
Low Du. origin and repr. adoptions of vari- 
ous dates and sources; cf. EFris. lob(be) 
hanging lump of flesh, MLG., tDu. lobbe, 
lubbe hanging lip, Du. lobbes bumpkin, gawk. 
Hence lob vb. droop xvr; move or throw 
heavily xix (whence [ob sb. a slow ball). 


lobby lo:bi t(perh.) monastic cloister XVI; 


passage or corridor attached to a building 
xvi (Sh.), spec. in the House of Commons 
XVII. —medL. lobium, lobia (see LODGE); 
prob. orig. in monastic use. 


lobe loub roundish projecting part forming 


a division of an organ. xvi. ~ late L. lobus 
= Gr. lobos lobe of ear or liver, capsule, pod 
s= *logwós, rel. to *legw- in Gr. lébinthoi 
peas, L. legümen pod, legula lobe of the ear. 
So lo‘ baTeE? (nat. hist.) lobed. xvi. -modL. 
lobuLE lobjil small lobe. xvir. - modL. 


lobelia loubi‘lio genus of herbaceous plants. 


XVIII, modL., f. name of Matthias de Lobel 
(1538-1616), botanist to James I; see -1A}. 


loblolly lo-blo:li thick gruel xvr; bumpkin 


XVII. perh. f. dial. lob eat or drink up noisily 
+lolly broth, soup. So prob. lo-bscouse 
lo‘bskaus dish of meat stewed with vege- 
tables and ship’s biscuit xvir; in Da. lap- 
skaus, Du. lapskous. 


lobster lo:bstor large marine crustacean. 


OE. loppestre, lopystre, lopustre — L. locusta 
crustacean, LOCUST, with unexpl. p for c, 
and -stre after agent-nouns in -stre -STER 
(cf. OE. myltestre —- L. meretrix). 


local lou:kol pert. to (a) place. xv (J. colour 


xviii). — (O)F. local ~ late L. locdlis, f. locus 
place; see -AL?, So locale loukà:l locality 
with special reference; later form of local 
xvi. — F, local, sb. use of the adj. locality 
loukeeliti. xvu. —F. or late L. locatr® 
loukeit appoint the place of. xvii. f. L. 
locát-, locdre, f. locus. loca:TION hiring; 
placing. xvi. - L. locaTivE lo:k- (gram.). 
XIX ; first used in treating of Skr. grammar. 


loch lox (Sc.)lake. xiv (Barbour). = Gaelic 


loch: cf. LOUGH. 


lochia, lo-kio discharge from uterus after 


childbirth. xvii. modL. - Gr. Idékhia, sb. 
use of n. pl. of lókhios pert. to childbirth, 
f. lókhos lying-in (see Li). 


LOCK 


lock! lok division of a head of hair. OE. loc, 
corr. to OFris., OS. lok, MDu. locke, Du. 
loh, OHG. loc, G. locke, ON. lokkr :- 
CGerm., (exc. Gothic) *lokkaz, *lukkaz (cf. 
ON. lykkja loop, bend) := *lugnos, f. IE. 
*lug-, whence Gr. lúgos withy, lugoûn, lugt- 
zein bend, Lith. pajlugnits compliant. For- 
mally coincident and perh. ult. identical 
with next. 


lock? lok A. contrivance for fastening a 
door, etc. OE.; mechanism of discharge in 
fire-arms xv1; B. barrier on a river xii (?); 
C. (? £. the vb.) interlocking grip xvi. OE. 
loc = OFris. lok lock, OS. lok hole, OHG. 
loh (G. loch) hole, ON. lok lid, end, conclu- 
sion (Goth. has wslluk opening) :- Germ. 
*Jokam, *lukam, f. *luk- *lük- close, enclose, 
whence CGerm. str. vb. *liikan, OE. liican, 
pt. léac, pp. locen, which was finally repl. by 
a new deriv. lock vb. of the native sb. or an 
adoption of ON. loka (x11, Cursor M.). The 
diversity of meaning in the Germ. words 
suggests that several independent derivs. of 
the base may have coalesced in form. 


lock? lok as in lock hospital (for venereal 
diseases). xvir (The Lock). The ‘Lock 
lazar-house' in Southwark (mentioned 1452) 
became such a hospital, whence the name 
was generalized; perh. orig. so called be- 
cause specially isolated (LocK?). 


-lock, suffix surviving only in WEDLOCK, repr. 
OE. -ldc, the second el of some twelve 
comps., in which it may be rendered 'actions 
or proceedings, practice’, as beadolác, feoht- 
lac, heapolác fighting, warfare, brydlác nup- 
tials, réafldc robbery, wedldc pledge-giving, 
espousals, nuptials; = OWN. -leikr, identical 


with lde play, sport, ON. letkr, Goth. laiks | 


dance, rel. to a vb. repr. by OE. ldcan, MLG. 
léken, ON. leika (surviving in north. Eng. 
dial. laik play), further connected with 
various vbs. of the IE. group applied to 
activities such as playing, leaping, springing, 
dancing, fighting. 


locker lo:kor box with a lock. xv. prob. of 
LDu. origin (cf. Flem. Joker, Kilian); see 
LOCKE?, -ER!, and for the formation cf. drawer. 


locket lo-kit tiron cross-bar of a window 
XIV ; metal plate on a scabbard xvi; Tgroup 
of jewels in a pattern; Tcatch or spring to 
fasten an ornament; small case hung as an 
ornament from the neck xvii. — OF. locquet 
(mod. loquet latch), dim. of (chiefly AN.) loc 
latch, lock f. the Germ. source of LocK?®. 


lockram lo-kram linen fabric. xv. —F. 
locrenan, f. Locronan, name of a village in 
Brittany, the place of manufacture; for the 
m cf. buckram. 


locomotive lou'kəmoutiv, lou:kəmou'tiv 
pert. to locomotion; moving by its own 
powers xvii; of mechanism (e.g. locomotive 
engine, whence locomotive sb.) xIx. —modL. 
locómótivus, f. L. loco, abl. of locus place +- 
mótivus MOTIVE, after scholastic L. in locó 
movéri — movéri locáliter move by change of 


LOGANBERRY 


position in space (cf. Aristotle's ? xarà Tómov 
Kívpow). So locowo'rioN. xvir. (F. loco- 
motif, -motion are from Eng.) lo'COMOTOR 
sb. something having locomotive power 
XIX (Lamb); adj. (after F. locomoteur) pert. 
to locomotion (spec. in anat. and path.). 


locum tenens lou:kom tinenz temporary 
deputy. xvii (earlier Sc. Tlocumtenent xv). 
medL., ‘one holding the place (of another)’ ; 
L. locum, acc. of locus place, and tenéns, prp. 
of tenére hold; cf. LIEUTENANT, TENANT. 


locus lou:kas place, locality (spec. in 
math.). xvii. L., ‘place’; cf. LIEU. 


locust lou:kost A. destructive insect migrat- 
ing in swarms XIII; B. fruit of the carob 
(supposed to have been the food of John the 
Baptist); carob-tree, etc. xvir. -(OJF. 
locuste - L. lócusta locust, lobster or cray- 
fish, held to be rel. to Gr. lékdn leap. 


locution lókjü:[on  tutterance; form of 
expression xv. —(O)F. locution or L. locü- 
tid(n-), f. loctit-, pp. stem of loguz talk, speak ; 
see -TION. 

lode loud tway, journey OE. ; watercourse ; 
loadstone XVI; vein of ore (prob. after G. 
T/eite) xvit.. OE. Jàd Loap, of which lode is 
a sp.-var. appropriated to the above 
meanings. lodestar loudstaz pole star, 
guiding star. x1v (Ch.); cf. ON. leidastjarna, 
MHG. leit(e)sterne, lodesroNE see LOAD- 
STONE. 


lodge lod% small house, tent, arbour XIII; 
small lodging, cottage, etc. xv. ME. log(g)e 
~(O)F. loge arbour, summer-house, hut 
(mod. hut, cottage, box at a theatre, etc.) = 
Pr. lotja, Pg. loja, It. loggia :~ medL. laubia, 
lobia LOBBY —- Germ. *laubja (OHG. louppea, 
louba sheltered or shady place, booth, hut, 
MHG. loube porch, balcony, hall, G. Zaube 
arbour, summer-house), prob. f. *laubam 
LEAF (cf. ME. lefsel arbour), but Kluge sug- 
gests connexion with ON. /opt Lorr. 


loess lou'es, lós (geol.) deposit of loam. xix. 
G. löss f. Swiss G. lésch ‘loose’, f, lösen i= 
*lósjan, f. *lős- LOOSE. 


loft lòft tair, sky (see also aLorr) OEF.; 
upper chamber, attic xin; gallery, floor, 
storey XVI. Late OE. loft — ON. lopt (pro- 
nounced loft) air, upper room, balcony, rel. 
to LIFT. Hence lo-fty!. xvi; first recorded in 
fig. meanings, and even when literal always 
with rhetorical or emotional implications. 


log! log bulky mass of wood xıv (Trevisa); 
(naut.) apparatus for calculating a ship’s 
speed consisting of a thin wooden float 
attached to a line xvi. prob. earlier; cf. 
AL. loggiare cut into logs XIII; of unkn. 
origin. In naut. sense (which is held by 
some to go back to Arab. lauh tablet) adopted 
in F. loch, tlok, Du., G., Da. log, Sw. logg. 


log? log (colloq.) short for LoGARITHM, 


loganberry lou:gonbe'ri cultivated bram- 
ble named after J. H. Logan, of U.S.A., by 
whom it was first grown in 1881. 
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LOGAGDIC 


logacedic logai-dik (pros. composed of 
dactyls combined with trochees or of ana- 
pests with iambs. xix. = late L. logaedicus 
— Gr. logaoidikós, f. légos speech + aoidé 
song; see LOGOS, ODE, -IC. 


logarithm lo:goripm (math.) one of a class 
of functions invented by John Napier of 
Merchiston (d. 1617) used for abridging 
calculations. xvi. - modL. logarithmus 
(Napier 1614), f. Gr. lógos ratio-l- arithmós 
number (cf. LOGOS, ARITHMETIC), perh. 
based on Gr. dpiüuówv Aóéyos arithmón lógos 
ratio of numbers (Archimedes II B.c.). 


logger-head  lo:go;:hed  Tblockhead xvi 
(Sh.); large head xvi (applied to large- 
headed animals xv11) ; instrument with a long 
handle and bulbous head; at loggerheads 
quarrelling xvir. prob. f. logger (recorded 
only in mod. dialects but prob. earlier) 
hobble for horses, a deriv. of LOG+ HEAD. 


loggia lo:d3io open gallery or arcade. XVII. 
It.; see LODGE. 


logic lo-d3ik science that treats of forms of 
thinking xiv; logical argumentation xvII. 
- (O)F. logique - late L. logica = Gr. logiké 
(Cicero), for Aé logiké tékhné the art of 
reasoning; logiké, fem. of logikós, f. lógos 
reasoning, discourse (see Locos). So lo-gi- 
CAL. XVI. — medL. logician lðdzi'fən. XIV. 
— (O)F. logicien. 


logie lougi zinc ornament giving the effect 
of jewellery. xiX. f. name of the 19th-cent. 
inventor, David Logie. 


logistic lód3istik pert. to calculation ; pl. art 
of arithmetical calculation. xvir. - late L. 
logisticus = Gr. logistikós, f. logízesthat reckon, 
f. lógos calculation ; see LOGOS, -IsTIC. 


logistics lód3istiks art of moving and 
quartering troops and naval units. XIX. = F. 
logistique, f. loger quarter, LODGE ; see -ISTIC, 
-ICS. 


logo- lo:go(u), logoa: comb. form of Gr. 
lógos mainly in the sense of *word' (see next). 
"The earliest recorded Eng. words are : lo:go- 
griph kind of enigma involving words (xv1), 
= F. logogriphe, f. Gr. lógos + grîphos fishing- 
basket, riddle; logo:machy contention 
about words (xv1) - Gr. logomakhíá. Modern 
are logo:LATRY (Coleridge), lo:goTvPE type 
of several letters cast in one piece. c. 1815. 


logos lo:gos 'the Word' of John i x. xvr. Gr. 
lógos account, ratio, reason, argument, dis- 
course, saying, (rarely) word, rel. to légein 
gather, choose, recount, say (see LECTION). 


elogue log, U.S. -log, repr. Gr. -logos, 
-logon speaking or treating of, chiefly through 
F., as analogue, catalogue, dialogue, mono- 
logue. Words with this ending designating 
persons are now rare or obsolescent (except 
ideologue, Sinologue), derivs. in -loger, -logist, 
-logian being gen. preferred ; cf. Tastrologue, 
tphilologue, ttheologue and astrologer, philo- 
logist, theologian. ‘The living formative is 


LOLLOP 


-logist ladzist (f. -LoGY+-IST, sometimes 
after F., e.g. etymologist); -loger lods5ori 
survives in astrologer, -logian lou'dziən in 
theologian, which are the earliest formations 
of their kind. 


-logy lodsi repr. F. -logie, medL. -logia, 
Gr. -Iogíá, which is partly f. Iógos discourse, 
speech, partly f. log-, var. of leg-, légein 
speak; hence derivs. in -logia mean either 
(1) saying or speaking in such-and-such a 
way, as brachylogy, eulogy, tautology, or (2) 
the science or study with which a person 
(designated by -logos -LOGIST, -LOGER, etc.) 
is concerned, or that deals with a certain 
subject. Of the latter class, the first el. is a 
sb. and in combination ends in o, so that the 
regular form of such words is in -ology ; ex- 
ceptions are PETRALOGY and MINERALOGY, 
Modern formations in -logy imply correl. 
formations in -lo:gicaL, formerly also, now 
rarely, -lo-gic (F. -logique, L. -logicus, Gr. 
-logikós) and -logist (see prec.). 


loin loin part of the body between short ribs 
and hip-bone. xiv. — OF. loigne, eastern var. 
of longe (in modF. loin of veal, = Pr. lonza, 
Sp. lonja) = Rom. *lumbia, fem. of *lumbeus 
LUMBAR, f., lumbus loin :~ *londhwos; rel. to 
OE. lendenu pl. loins, OS. lendin, OHG. pl. 
lentin (G. lende), ON. lend, perh. :- Germ. 
*landwinja (*londhw-); cf. OSI. ledvija 
eee) OE. lundlaga kidney, ON. lundir 
oins, 


loiter loi'tər idle, (later) linger indolently. 
Late ME. lotere xiv (PPL), loytre xv (Promp. 
Parv.), later leut(e)re xvi; perh. introduced 
by vagrants from the Low Countries and 
- MDu. loteren wag about, Du. leuteren 
shake, totter, dawdle (oi repr. Du. ò), f. base 
repr. also in MDu. lutsen wag about. Cf. 
G. lottern. Q The solitary ME. instance of 
prp. loltrande (x1), corrected by some to 
loitrande, may be a deriv. of LOLL. 


loli lol droop, dangle (intr. and trans.) ; lean 
idly xIv; hang out (the tongue) xvir (Sh.). 
perh. f. a base ult. identical with that of till 
(xv1) hang out the tongue; the orig. meaning 
may have been ‘allow to hang loose’. 


Lollard lo-leard contemptuous name for 
certain heretics. xiv (implied in lollardy, 
Gower). -MDu. lollaerd lit. mumbler, 
mutterer, f. lollen mumble; see -arD. The 
Du. name was orig. applied c.13o0 to the 
Cellite or Alexian fraternity, also called 
lollebroeders, which was devoted to pious 
works, and later passed to other bodies, with 
implication of pretensions to piety and hu- 
mility. Q The by-form tlo-ller (Ch., PPI.) 
was current till xv1; as a personal designa- 
tion Lollere occurs xit. 


lollipop lo-lipop sweetmeat. xviii. perh. f, 
dial. lolly tongue (cf. LOLL)+ PoP. 


lollop loJop lounge, walk with lounging 
gait XVIII; bob up and down awkwardly xix. 
prob. f. LOLL, by assoc, with trollop. 
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LOMBARD 


Lombard l4:mboid one of the Langobardi 
who conquered Italy in vi and from whom 
Lombardy took its name; native of Lom- 
bardy; money-changer or banker of this 
nationality xiv (whence Lombard Street in 
London, and Rue des Lombards in Paris); 
Tbank, pawnshop xvir. —MDu., MLG. lom- 
baerd or F. lombard — It. lombardo, repr. 
medL. Lango-, Longobardus - Germ. *Laggo- 
baróaz, -on (OE. pl. Langbeardas, -an, ON. 
Langbarðar), f. *lagga- LoNG!-- ethnic narne 
Bardi. See LUMBER’, 


lone loun solitary. xiv. Aphetic of ALONE. 
Hence lo:nerv! xvi, lo-nesome? xvii. 


long! lon great from end to end. OE. lang, 
long = OF ris., OS. lang, long, OHG. lang 
(Du., G. lang), ON. langr, Goth. laggs :- 
CGerm. *langaz. The nature of the rela- 
tion with L. longus, Ir. long long, and Gaulish 
longo- (in a proper name) is disputed, and 
the connexion formerly held between these 
and synon. Gr. dolikhós (cf. DOLICHO- 
CEPHALIC), OSI. dlügü, Skr. dirghas, etc., is 
now gen. discarded. 


long? log tA. grow long OE. ; B. (impers.) 
arouse desire in OE. ; have a yearning desire 
xu. OE. langian = OS. langón (MDu. 
langen seem long, desire, extend, offer (Du. 
langen offer, present), OHG. langén impers. 
(G. langen reach, extend, suffice), ON. langa 
impers. and pers. desire, long :- CGerm. 
(exc. Gothic) "/aggójan, *"*laggajan, f. 
*laggaz LONG!. 


-long lon suffix forming advs., first appears 
in endlong (X111), in which it is orig. the adj. 
LONG, but in analogical formations like 
headlong, sidelong, it has, by assoc. with 
-ling, assumed its meaning. 


longanimity ]lonpgoni'miti long-suffering. 
xv. —late L. longanimitás, £. longanimis (f. 
longus long, animus mind), after Gr. makro- 
thumid; see -ITY. 


longevity londse'viti long life. xv11. -late L. 
longeevitds, £. longeevus (after Gr. makration), 
f. longus long + ævum age (cf. AY?) ; see -1TY. 


longitude lo'ndzitjūd length (spec. east or 
west in geog. and astron. ; see LATITUDE (|). 
xvi ('T'revisa, Ch.). - L. longitádo, f. longus 
LONG! ; see -TUDE and cf. (O)F. longitude. 

long-shore lo:gfoóari frequenting the shore. 
XIX. Aphetic of alongshore (XVIII), 1.e. ALONG, 
SHORE! ; cf. (a)cross-country, cross’, Hence 
longshoreMaNn. 


long-su-fferaNce (arch.) long-suffering sb. 
(Tindale), adj. (Coverdale). xvi. 


loo la round card game. xvir. Shortening 
of lanterloo (xvir) - F. lantur(e)lu, orig. re~ 
frain of a song popular in xvii, Hence loo 
vb. subject to a forfeit at loo. XVII. 


looby livbi lazy fellow, lout. xiv (lobye, 
PPl). Of unkn. origin; prob. rel. to LOB. 


loofah lū'fă fibrous substance of a plant 
used as sponge. xix. Egyptian Arab. lifah. 


LOP 


look luk direct one’s sight OE.; have a cer- 
tain appearance XII. OE. lócian — OFris. 
*lókia (WFris. loaitsje), OS. lékon, MDu. 
loeken :- WGerm. *ldkdjan, parallel to 
*loszjan, whence OHG. luogén (G. dial. 
lugen) see, look, spy; no further cogns. are 
known. Hence look sb. xi. 


loom! lim tool; bucket, tub xII; weaving 
machine xv (for earlier weblome ‘weaving 
implement! xiv). ME. léme, aphetic of 
OE. geléma utensil, implement, f. coll. ġe- 
y- + *ldma, as in andloman pl. apparatus, 
furniture. 


loom? lim (orig. naut.) move slowly up and 
down; appear indistinctly. xvi. prob. of 
LDu. origin; cf. EFris. lémen (whence Sw. 
dial. loma) move slowly, rel. to MHG. 
lüemen be weary, f. lüeme slack, soft. 


loon! lin (chiefly north. and Sc.) rogue, 
scamp xv; man of low birth or condition, 
boor, clown; fellow, boy, lad xvi. orig. 
north. and Sc. in forms showing ü, which 
vowel has been preserved in the transference 
to Southern English. 


loon? lian name of various aquatic birds. 
XVII. prob. alteration of loom guillemot, etc. 


(xvii) = ON. lómr. 


loony lü'ni (sl) lunatic. xix. f. LuN|ATIC, 
and assoc. with LOON!; see -Y!, 


loop lap A. opening in a wall to look or 
shoot through xiv (hence loop-hole xvi); B. 
doubling upon itself of a string, etc. XIV; 
curved piece or part XVII. In sense À identi- 
cal with AL. loupa (xiv) loop-hole, of unkn. 
origin. The identity of later senses is not 
certain. In the sense ‘outlet, means of 
escape’ loop-hole was perh. infl. by Du. 
loopgat, f. loopen run--gat way, GATE. 


loose las unbound, unattached XIII; not 
close XIV; not careful, inexact xvir (Sh.). 
ME. [és (north. lous) ON. lauss = OE. 
léas lying, untrue, OFris. lds, OS., OHG. 
los, Goth. laus t= CGerm. *lausaz, f. *laus- 
*Jeus- *lus-; see LOSE, LEASING, -LESS. 
Hence loose vb. set free, undo. XIII (louse). 
loo:SENS. xiv ; cf. ON. losna get free. 


loosestrife lū'sstraif Lysimachia vulgaris 
(tL. lutea, Yellow L.), Lythrum Salicaria 
(TLysimachia purpurea, Purple L.). xvI 
(Turner). tr. L. lysimachia (~ Gr. lusi- 
mdkheion), acc. to a misconception (as old as 
Pliny) that it is directly f. Gr. lusi-, comb, 
form of líein LoosE-4- mdkhé strife, whereas 
it is f. Lustmakhos, the personal name of its 
discoverer, an application of the adj. lust- 
makhos loosing (i.e. ending) strife. Hence vb. 


loot lūt war booty. xix. - Hindi /zf, repr. 
either Skr. lótra, lóptra booty, spoil (f. lup 
= rup break), or Skr. lung rob, 

lop! lop cut off branches, etc. of. OE. *lop- 
pian, implied in pp. lopped (xt loppede thorne, 
Birch ‘Cartularium Saxonicum’ iii 240); cf. 
AL. loppáre (xv); perh. f. *lup-, and rel. to 
Lith. Jàpti strip| peel. Hence lop sb. 
smaller branches or twigs. XV. 
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LOP 


lop? lop hang loosely. xvi. rel. to Los. 
Hence lop-ear(ed). xvu. lop-sided. xix 
(earlier /[ap- xvrir). 


lope ioup (dial) leap xv; run with long 
bounding strides Xvr. var. of dial. loup (x1v) 
= ON. hlaupa LEAP. 


lophiodon lofai'ódon (geol.) genus of fossil 
mammals. xix. modL.,, f. Gr. léphion, dim. 
of lóphos crest+ odont- TOOTH. 


loquacious lékwei:Jas talking much. xvi 
(Milton). f. L. loquaci-, loquáx, f. loqui ; see 
LOCUTION, -IOUS. So loquacity lókwz:siti 
xvu. -F.-L. 


loquat lou:kwzt fruit of Eriobotrya japo- 
nica. XIX. — Chinese luh kwat ‘rush orange’. 


lorch(a) 15-1tf(a) fast vessel of Chinese rig. 
XVII. — Pg. lorcha, of unkn. origin. 


lord lõid master, ruler, Thusband OE. ; de- 
signation of rank xiv ; peer of the realm xv. 
OE. Aláford, once hláfweard := * ylaibward-, 
f. *xlaib- LOAF + *ward- keeper, warp}. 
The etymol. sense expresses the relation of 
the head of a household to his dependants 
who ‘eat his bread’ (cf. OE. hlaféta ‘bread- 
eater’, servant, and the similar G. brotherr 
*bread-lord', employer, Sw. matmoder, etc., 
*meat-mother', mistress). 'l'he word is, like 
LADY, a peculiarly Eng. formation (late 
Olcel. ldvardr is from ME.). It was reduced 
to one syll. (xrv) by the fall of v in lóverd and 
coalescence of the vowels. Hence vb. xir. 
lo'rdLY!. OE. hiáfordhé. lo:rdsuie. OE. 
hlafordscipe. 

lore! 1501 teaching; doctrine; learning. OE. 
lar = OF ris. lāre, OS., OHG. léra (Dua. leer, 
G. lehre) :- WGerm. *laizó, f. *lais- LEARN. 


lore’ 1501 (nat. hist.) strap-like part. xix. 
~ L. lorum strap. 

lorgnette loinje:t eye-glasses, opera-glass. 
XIX. F., f. lorgner squint, f. lorgne squinting. 
So lorgnon lo:njó. xix. 


loricate lo-rikeit having armour of plates or 
scales. xIx. — L. léricdtus, f. lérica breast- 
plate, f. lórum strap; see -ATE?. 


lorikeet lorikit Malay parrot. 
LORY + -keet, of PARAKEET. 


lorimer,-iner lo:rimor, -inor (hist.) maker 
of horses’ bits, spurrier, etc. xII1 (AncrR.). 
— OF. Iloremier, lorenier, f. lorain strap of 
harness += Rom. *lórànum, f. L. lórum strap, 
thong; see -ER*, @ Lorimer survives in the 
title of a London livery company and as a 
surname. 


loriot lo:riot golden oriole. xvir. — F. loriot, 
for Portot, with def. art. incorporated ; oriot 
is an unexpl. alteration of oriol ORIOLE. 


loris ló:ris kind of lemur. xvir. = F. loris 
(Buffon), said to be- Du. floeris booby, 
clown. 

lorn loxn Tlost; (arch.) FoRLORN. xiir (Cur- 
sor M.). contr. form of loren, pp. of OE. 
léosan, ME. leese (see LOSE), of which it is 
the only surviving part. 


XVIII. f. 





LOTTO 


lorry, lurry lo-ri, lari long waggon with- 
out sides. xix. Of north-country origin; 
the sp. laurie in the minutes of a meeting of 
the Liverpool and Manchester Railway of 
3 Dec. 1834 suggests that the vehicle was 
called after an inventor named Laurie. 


lory lé-ri parrot-like bird of the Far East, 
etc. XVII. = Malay lūrī, dial. var. of nüri, 
whence nory: earlier lourey, lowry, the pre- 
sent lory being due to Buffon’s form lori. 


ose liz pt., pp. lost lést orig. intr. ¢perish, 
pass. be lost be brought to destruction ; in late 
Nhb. OE. appears in trans. senses (i) de- 
stroy, (ii) become unable to find, in the latter 
meaning finally repl. ftleese (OE. léosan). 
OE. losian, losode, gelosod, f. los {see Loss); 
corr. to OS. losian, -on (MLG. lösen) be- 
come free, ON. Zosa loosen, refl. get loose. 
The normal repr. of losian would be louz, 
which is found in dial., and is reflected by 
the sp. lose. The pronunce. lūz is presum- 
ably due to the infl. of loose. 


losel lou:zol (arch.) profligate, scoundrel. 
XIV. prob. f. /os-, stem of LOSE; cf. synon. 
tlorel (xiv), f. loren LORN, and BROTHEL, f. 
bropen, pp. of bréopan be ruined; see -EL}, 


losh lof (Sc.) deformation of Lorp (ef. 
GOSH), used in excls. XVIII. 


loss lis fact of losing or being deprived. 
xIv (PPl., Ch.). prob. back-formation from 
lost, pp. of LosE; cf. the synon. contemp. 
tlost (Trevisa, Ch.). Not continuing OE. 
los (only in phr. tó lose to destruction), corr. 
to OHG. (far)lor, ON. los, f. Germ. *lus- 
*laus- (see LESS, LOOSE), *leus- (OE. léosan, 
whence ME. leese lose, and LORN; also 
forléosan, whence FORLORN), extension of IE. 
*lou- *leu- *lu- (Gr. liein set free, L. luere, 
solvere pay, SOLVE). 


lot lot object used in deciding a matter by 
appeal to chance ; what falls to a person thus 
OE.; prize in a lottery xvi; plot of land 
XVII; set of articles XVIII; party or set XVI; 
large number xix. OE. hlot portion, choice, 
decision, corr. to OFris. hlot, MLG. lot, 
(M)Du. lot, ON. hlutr, hluti ; f. *xlut- (also 
in OE. hlyt lot) rel. to *yleut-, in OE. 
hléotan, OS. hliotan, OHG. liozan, ON. 
hljóta cast lots, obtain by lot, and to *xlaut-, 
in OE. hliet (:- *xlautiz), OS. hldt, OHG. 
(hMóg (G. loos, los), Goth. hlauts lot; the 
primary Germ. sense is unknown. {€ The 
Germ. word appears in F. Zot, It. lotto LOTTO, 
Sp., Pg. lote. Cf. ALLOT, LOTTERY. 


lotion lou‘fan liquid preparation for ex- 
ternal use XIV; fwashing xvi. ~(O)F. lotion 
or L. lótió(n-) washing, f. lét-, laut-, pp. 
stem of lavdre LAVE; see -TION. 

lottery ləʻtəri scheme for distributing 
prizes by lot. XVI. prob. = Du. loterij (early 
Xv1) whence modL. loteria; cf. F. loterie, 
= Du., or It. lotteria; see LOT, -ERY. 


lotto lo-tou, loto lou:tou card game on the 
principle of a lottery. xviir. — It. lotto or its 
deriv. F. loto; see LOT. 
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LOTUS 





lotus lou:tes plant yielding a soporific fruit; 
water-lily of Asia, etc. XVI. —- L. lótus = Gr. 
lotós, of Semitic origin. 

loud laud strongly impressing the sense of 
hearing. OE. hAltid = OF ris. (hA)lid, OS. 
hlàd (Du. haud) OHG. hlüt (G. laut) :- 
WGerm. *yluóaz :- IE. *klütós, pp. of 
*kleu- *klu- hear, a base of very wide ex- 
tent, whence also Gr. kivietn hear, klutds 
famous, &léros glory, L. cluére be famed, 
W. clywed heard, Olr. ro|chluiniur I hea® 
OSI. slava glory, slovo word, Arm. lu known, 
Skr. sru hear, sravas glory. Cf. LIST’, Q For 
the pp. formation cf. cold, old, sad, uncouth, 
and G. satt, zart. 


lough loy in Ireland — Sc. Loca. xiv. ME. 
lowe, loże, lou(g)h, xepr. OE. (Nhb.) luh 
pool, strait, gulf — Ir. Zoch; the normal pro- 
nunc. of the Eng. word has been superseded 
by that of Ir. loch. 


louis lüi French gold coin. xvii In full 
louis d'or (of gold); application of the name 
of many French kings :- Ludovicus, latiniza- 
tion of G. Ludwig. 


lounge laund3 move lazily xvi; recline 
lazily xvii. perh. f. tlungis lout, laggard 
= OF., longis :- L. Longinus name of the cen- 
turion who pierced the body of our Lord 
with a spear. [Hence sb. xvui. 


loup laup (Sc.) leap. xrtv (Barbour). = ON. 
hlaupa LEAP. Also sb. =- ON. hlaup. 


lour lau:2: look sullen xii (King Horn); be 
dark and threatening xv. Of unkn. origin; 
similar forms in other langs. are not re- 
corded early enough to be seriously consi- 
dered as the source, nor are their meanings 
for the most part appropriate, viz. MHG., 
MLG. liren (G. lauern) lie in wait, early 
modDu. loeren frown, look askance, (now 
only) lie in wait. @ In the second sense 
coincident in sp. and partly in meaning with 
LOWER vb. descend. 

louse laus parasitic insect, Pediculus, OE. 
lis, pl. ljs (lice lais) = MLG., MDu., 
OHG. lis (Du. luis, G. laus), ON. his = 
CGerm. (exc. Gothic); cf. W. lleuen, pl. lau. 
Hence lousy? lauzi. xiv. 


lout laut awkward ill-mannered fellow. xvi. 
perh. f. Tlout vb. bend or bow low (OE. 
lütan — ON, lita). 


louver lü:vor dome on a roof XIV; series of 
sloping boards to admit air and exclude rain 
xvi. — OF. lover, -ier skylight, prob. = Germ. 
form rel. to those cited s.v. LODGE. 


lovage ]l4:vid3 plant-name. xiv. ME. 
lov(e)ache, alteration (as if love-ache ‘love 
parsley; ME.-(O)F. ache parsley :- L. 
aptum) of OF. levesche, luvesche (mod. 
livéche) :— late L.. levisticum (sc. apium), for 
earlier ligusticum, n, of ligusticus Ligurian, 
Q From medL. lubisticum (for levisticum) 
were adopted OE. lufestice, OHG. lubestecco, 
-stichal (G. liebstóckel). 


Jove lav strong affection orattachment. OE. 
lufu = OFris. luve, OHG. luba :- *lubó 


LUBBER 


(cf. Goth. bróprulubó brotherly love), f 
weak grade of WGerm. *leub- *laub- *lub-» 
repr. also by OS. lubig loving, OHG. 
gilob precious, and OE., OS., ON. lof, 
OHG. lob praise; for the other grades 
see LIEF, LEAVE!, BELIEF, BELIEVE. Outside 
Germ. the base appears in L. lubet it ts 
pleasing, lubidéd (see LIBIDINOUS), OSI. Ljubi 
dear, ljubiti love, Skr. hibhyati desires. So 
love vb. OE. lufian (WGerm.). ‘The sense 
of ‘no score’ in games (XVIII) derives from 
the phr. for love without stakes, for nothing 
(xvii). comps. : Tlo-vepAv day of settlement. 
XI1I1; tr. medL. dies amoris. lo:vetock!. xvi 
(Lyly). lo-very! lavli tloving, amorous; 
Tlovable; attractive on account of beauty. 
xil (Cursor M.) OE. lufiié. lo:vesowz! 
(arch.) lovable, lovely. OE. lufsum. 

low! lou (north. dial) flame. xix (Orm). 
—- ON. logi = OF ris. loga = Germ. *lozon, 
*luzon t— *lukoén rel. to MHG., G. lohe (also 
in lichterloh in a blaze) :- *luyō 1 *hikd, 
f. *luk-; see LIGHT?. 

low? lou not high or tall. xir. Early ME. 
lah, inflected lage ~ ON. ldgr = OFris. lege, 
lēch, MDu. lage, laech, lege, leech (Du. laag), 
MHG. læge (G. dial. Jig) flat m= CGerm. 
(exc. Goth.) *i$zjaz, f. *l$g-, see L1E!. 
Hence low adv. xu. ME. lahe, laze. low-- 
LAND less hilly region of a country (spec. 
Scotland). xvi (lowland, Dunbar). Cf. 
LALLANS. low'ly adj. x1v (Ch.); see -Ly!}. 


low? lou characteristic sound made by 
cattle. OE. Aldwan, pt. hléow = OLFrankish 
hluoten (Du. loeien), OHG. hluojen, ON. 
hlóa (once) roar, redupl. str. vb. f. Germ. 
* vló- 3- TE. *kid-, as in L. cldmare shout, 
Gr. RijRléskein call. 

lower lou:o1 more low, inferior. xir (Orm). 
ME. lahre, compar. of Low? (see -ER?). 
Hence lower vb. cause to go down. xvit 
(Sh.). So superl. low'EsT. xii (Orm). 


loxodromic loksoudro:mik pert. to oblique 
sailing or sailing by the rhumb. xvir. - F. 
loxodromique, f. Gr. loxós oblique-- drómos 
COurse; see -IC. 


loyal lorol faithful to obligations. xvi. -= F. 
loyal, OF. loial, leial - L. legális LEGAL ; cf. 
LEAL. Soloy:alrv. xiv. - OF. loialté (mod. 
loyauté). 

lozenge lo:zind3 rhomb, diamond xiv (Ch.) ; 
medicated tablet, orig. diamond-shaped xvr. 
- OF. losenge (mod. losange) == Sp. losanje, 
It. lozanga; prob. deriv. of the word repr. 
by Pr. lausa, Sp. losa, Pg. lousa slab, tomb- 
stone, and late L. Jausiæ (lapides) stone slabs, 
slates, of Gaulish or Iberian origin. 


L. s. d. elesdi' abbrev. of L. libre pounds 
(see LIVRE), solidi shillings (see sou), denarii, 
pl. of DENARIUS. 


lubber labor clumsy fellow, lout xiv; 
clumsy seaman (cf. land-lubber) xv1. ME. 
lobre, lobur, possibly — OF. lobeor swindler, 
parasite, f. lober deceive, sponge upon, 
mock (perh. - MHG. loben praise) with 
assim. in sense to LOB. 
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lubra li:bra aboriginal woman of Australia. 
x1x. ~ Tasmanian loubra, prob. f. loo, lowa 
woman-- roi big (E. E. Morris). 


lubricate ljū'brikeit make slippery or 
smooth XVII; treat with oil xviir. f, pp. stem 
of L. lūbricãre, f. lūbricus SLIPPERY, f. IE. 
*sleub-; see -ATE?. So lubricity -i'siti 
wantonness XV; slipperiness xvi. -F 
= late L., 

luce liüs pike. xiv (Ch.). — OF. lus, luis = 
Pr. luz, Cat. llus, It. luccio = late L. lūcius. 

lucerne l'usõ'ın plant resembling clover. 
XVII (often la lucerne, with retention of the 
F. def. art.). - F. luzerne - modPr. luzerno, 
transf. use of luzerno glow-worm, with ref. 
to the shiny seeds. 

lucid lüsid shining xvi (Spenser); un- 
clouded, clear xvir. — F. lucide or It. lucido 
— L. lücidus, f. lücére shine; see LIGHT!, -1D!. 


Lucifer li-sifoax morning star; Satan. OE. 
— L. lücifer, f. lüci-, lüx v1GuT! 4- -fer bearing, 
-FEROUS. As the name of a friction match 
to produce instantaneous light Lucifer suc- 
ceeded to Promethean (both recorded 1831). 


luck lak fortune good or ill; good fortune. 
XV. prob. orig. as a gambling term. - LG. 
luk, aphetic of geluk, in MDu. ghelucke (Du. 
geluk) = MHG. geliicke (G. gliick good for- 
tune, happiness), f. ge- y-+a base of unkn. 
origin; the LG. word was adopted in Icel., 
OSw. lukka, etc. Hence lu-cky?. xv. 


lucre lükor gain, profit (now rare except 
in filthy lucre, Tindale’s rendering of aioypov 
xépdos Titus i 11). xtv (Wyclif, Ch.) =F. 
lucre or L, lucrum gain, f. IE. *lu- *leu- *lou-, 
repr. by Gr. apolatiein enjoy, Goth. laun, 
OS., OHG. lon (Du. loon, G. lohn), OE. léan 
wages, reward. 


Jucubration  lükjubrer[on (nocturnal) 
study or its product. xvi. -L. lücubrá- 
tio(n-), f. lucubráre work by lamplight, f. 
lüc-, lüx LIGHT!; see -ATION. 


lud lad reduced form of Lor», used in excls. 
and the barrister's address my Lud. xvii. 


ludicrous  lü:dikroes  Tsportive, jocular; 
Tfrivolous, witty xvi; ridiculous xvir. f. 
L. lüdicrus, f. lüdicrum stage play, f. lüdere 
play (cf. ALLUDE, etc.) ; see -oUs. 


lues liüjz plague. xvi. L. 


luff laf (naut.) ME. lof tperh. a contrivance 
for altering a ship’s course (x11), often in 
phr. wend or turn the luff. - OF. lof, prob. of 
LG. or Du. origin; so also Sp., Pg. ló, G. 
luv, Sw. luf, Da. luv, used of the weather side 
or part of a ship or sail (in Eng. from xiv): 
ult. origin and orig. sense obscure. Hence 
luff vb. bring nearer to the wind. xiv (love, 
Gower); perh. immed. — Du. loeven. 


lug! lag pull, tug, drag along. xiv. prob. of 
Scand. origin; Sw. lugga pull a person’s 
hair, lugg forelock, nap of cloth; perh. rel. 
to Sc. and north. lug (i) flap, lappet xv, (ii) 
ear XVI, prob. orig. ‘something that can be 
pulled or laid hold of’, 


LUMP 


lug? lig large marine worm. xvii. perh. of 
Celtic origin; cf. Anglo-Ir. lurg. 

luge lüs sleigh, xx. —F. luge, of Swiss 
(and ult. Gaulish) origin. 

luggage la-gid3 traveller’s baggage. XVI 
(Nashe, Sh.). f. LUG!+-AGE, after baggage; 
prob. orig. applied joc. to inconveniently 
heavy baggage. 

lugger la:go1 vessel with four-cornered sails 
fore and aft. xvii. f. lugsail (XVII) four- 
cornered sail hanging obliquely, prob. f. lug 
flap, lappet (xv), ear (xvi), of uncertain 
origin, but possibly rel. to Luc}. 

lugubrious lugjü'brios doleful, mournful. 
XVII. f. L. lügubris, f. lügéere mourn (cf. Gr. 
leugaléos, lugrós sorrowful) ; see -10Us. 


lukewarm Wirkwiim tepid. xıv (Trevisa). 
f. ME. luke (xiri), of which the vars. leuk, 
hleuc suggest deriv. from lew (cf. lew-warm 
xv), OE. *hlēow (in gehlēow warm, un|hlēow 
cold, hléowe warmly) = ON. Alyr warm, 
mild, rel. obscurely to OHG. ldo (G. lau); 
cf. LEE}. See WARM. 


lull lal soothe to sleep or quiescence. XIV. 
imit. of the repetition of lu lu or similar 
sounds (c£. lully, lulla, lullay xv) appropriate 
to singing a child to sleep; cf. Sw. lulla, Da. 
lulle hum a lullaby, Du. Zullen, and further 
MDu. lollen mutter (see LOLLARD) and L. 
lallàre sing to sleep. Hence lullaby la-ləbai 
soothing refrain or song. XVI; cf. BYE-BYE}, 
HUSHABY, ROCKABY. 

lumbago lAmbergou painful affection of 
the loins. xvi. — L. lumbdgo, f. lumbus Loin, 
whence medL. lumbdris. lu-mbar. xvii. 


lumber! la‘mbos move clumsily or heavily. 
XIV (lomere). perb. of symbolic origin. 


lumber? l4:mboz useless odds and ends 
XVI; roughly prepared timber xvit. poss. f. 
LUMBER’, but later assoc. with lumber(house), 
Lumber Street var. of lombard (xv11) pawn- 
shop (considered as a storehouse of odds and 
ends of property); see LOMBARD. 


Iumbrical lambrai:kol pert. to a worm. xvit. 
-modL.., f. L. lumbricus worm; see -AL!. 
luminary lü'minori light-giving (celestial) 
body ; source of intellectual, etc., light. xv. 
~ OF. luminarie (mod. -aire) or late L. lümi- 
náürium, f. lumin-, lüimen L1GHT! ; see -ARY. 
So luminous full of light. xv. -(O)F. 

lumineux or L. lüminosus. 


lump! lamp compact shapeless mass. XIII 
(Cursor M.). Of unkn. origin; the parallel 
forms in the Germ. langs. (unless those cited 
s.v. LUMP? are identical) are not recorded so 
early ; nearest in form and meaning are Da. 
lump(e) lump, Norw., Sw. dial. lump block, 
stump, log; but the presumably orig. sense 
of ‘shapeless piece’ is seen also in Du. lomp, 
tlompe rag, Du. lomp, LG. lump coarse, rude 
(whence G. lumpen rag). 

lump? lamp spiny-finned fish of uncouth 
appearance, Cyclopterium lumpus. XVI. 
-MLG. lumpen, MDu. lumpe (whence 
modL. lumpus), perh. identical with LUMP}, 
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lump? lamp look sulky xv1; (coupled with 
like) be displeased at xix. Of symbolic 
sound ; cf. dump, glump, grump, hump, mump. 


lunar lünoi pert. to the moon. xvii. —- L. 
lünàris, f. luna moon; see LiGHT!, -AR. In 
lunar caustic the meaning is ‘of silver’, luna 
being used by alchemists for silver. So 
]u:naRY (now rare). XVI. luma‘TION time 
from one full moon to the next. x1v(Maund., 
Trevisa). - medL. lundatid(n-), f. lüna. 

lunatic la-netik orig. affected with the kind 
of insanity that was supposed to depend on 
changes of the moon xi; sb. xiv (PPL, 
Wyclif). - (O)F. lunatique — L. lünáticus, f. 
lina moon ; see prec., -ATIC. Hence lu-macy. 
XVI. 


lunch lantf and luncheon l4:nífon appear 
first towards the end of xvi in the sense 
‘thick piece, hunch, hunk’; perh. = Sp. lonja 
slice, the longer form being prob. an exten- 
sion on the analogy of punch and puncheon, 
trunch and truncheon. ‘The sense ‘slight 
repast between morning meals’ appears XVI, 
for luncheon, and first in the forms lunch- 
in(g); the present use of lunch (x1Ix) is a 
shortening of this, whence lunch vb. 


lundyfoot l4:ndifut kind of snuff. xix. 
Named after Lundy Foot, a Dublin tobacco- 
nist (XVIII). 

lune lün (pl) fits of frenzy. xvir (Sh.). 
— L. lina moon (cf. LUNAR, LUNATIC), in 
medical use ‘fit of lunacy’, whence also F. 
lune, MHG. liine (G. laune whim, caprice). 


lunette lune: semicircular object. XVI. 
— F. lunette, dim. of lune moon; see prec., 
-ETTE. 


lung lan respiratory organ in the thorax. 
OE. lungen — OFris. lungen, MLG. lunge, 
MDou. longe (Du. long), OHG. lungun (G. 
lunge), corr. to ON. lunga; f. Germ. *lugg- 
:- IE. *Ipgh-; see LiGHT?.. ''be lungs were 
so named because of their lightness; cf. 
LIGHTS. 


Junge! lands sword-thrust. xvirr. Aphetic 
of allonge, elonge (xvi), f. vbs. of the same 
form -= F. allonger lengthen (in phr. allonger 
un coup d'épée give a sword-thrust), f. à AD- 
-Flong LoNG!. So lunge vb. xvii. Hence 
lu-ngeous t(of a fall) heavy; (dial.) rough 
and violent. XVII. 


lunge? land; Tthong xvir; long rope used 
in training horses xviii. = F. longe, shorten- 
ing of allonge (as in allonge d'une courroie piece 
to lengthen a leather), f. allonger (see prec.). 


lungi lu-ngi loin-cloth. xvi (Sir T. Herbert). 
~ Urdu — Pers. lungi, f. synon. lung. 


lupin lü:pin plant of the genus Lupinus. 
xiv (Trevisa). — L. lupinus, lupinum, prob. 
rel. to lupus WOLF. 


lupus lü:pes (path.) ulcerous disease of the 
skin. XVI. L., ‘WOLF’. 


lurch! lästf First recorded in lurch vb. (xiv) 
beat at a game in a particular manner; 
the sb. appears XVi in the senses Tgame 


LUSH 


resembling backgammon, final state of the 
score in a game, Tdiscomfiture, Tcheat, 
swindle, and in phr. thave in the lurch have 
at a disadvantage, leave in the lurch leave in 
unexpected difficulty, which may be in part 
a modification of leave in the lash (of obscure 
origin). The immed. source appears to be 
F. tourche (also l’ourche) game resembling 
backgammon, also in phr. demeurer lourche 
be discomfited (orig. in the game), prob. 
- MHG. lurz (mod. dial. lurtsch left (hand), 
wrong, in modG. lurz werden failin a game; 
cf. MHG hirzgen deceive (cf. OE. belyrtan). 


lurch? 153tf tbe furtively about or in a place 
XV ; get the start of, Tbe beforehand in secur- 
ing XVI. perh. var. of LURK, infl. in meaning 
by LURCH!, Hence lu:rchzn! tforestaller of 
food ; swindler xv1; loiterer; cross-bred dog 
between sheepdog and greyhound xvi. 


lurch? 15itf sudden leaning over to one side. 
(XVIII) XIX. app. orig. in lee-lurch, prob. 
alteration of lee-larch (Falconer, 1769), for 
lee-latch (1708) drifting to leeward, f. LEE+ 
tlatch (xvii) ? leeway, ? lurch, possibly f. 
F. lâcher let go (1- L. laxdre, £. laxus LAX). 
Hence lurch vb. XIX. 


lurdan ]l5-:don (obs. or arch.) sluggard, 
vagabond. xii (Cursor M.). —- OF. lourdin, 
f. lourd heavy, OF. lort foolish :— L. lüridu-s 
yellow, LURID, which in Rom. assumes many 
divergent meanings. 


lure Jiuor falconer’s apparatus to recall a 
hawk; tempting thing xiv (Ch.); angler’s 
device for alluring fish xvii. ~ OF. luere 
(mod. leurre) = Pr. loire, OCat. lloure 
— Germ. *lépr- (cf. MHG. luoder, G. luder 
bait), prob. rel. to */apén invite (OE. lapian, 
etc.). Hence lure vb. xiv (Ch.); cf. F. 
leurrer, OF. lotrrer. See also ALLURE. 

lurid [us-rid wan and sallow, sickly pale 
XVII ; shining with a red glare; yellow-brown 
XVIII; ominous, ‘ghastly’ xrx. — L. lūridus, 
f. lüror wan or yellowish colour; see -1D!. 


lurk 151k lie hid or in ambush. xu (Have- 
lok). perh. f. lür- LouR-+ frequent. suffix -k 
as in talk. 


luscious la'fəs sweet and highly pleasant, 
sweet to excess. XVI. An isolated instance 
of lucius occurs xv, in a MS. which has also 
licius, aphetic of DELICIOUS; but there is no 
proof of continuity of this with the earliest 
forms of the present word, looshious, lousious, 
lussyous (xvi), which remain obscure. 


lush! laf flaccid, soft xv; succulent and 
luxuriant. xvi (Sh. ‘Tempest’ 11 i 52, and 
in imitation). poss. var. of lash (xv) soft and 
watery (of plants), by assoc. with prec. 


lush? laf liquor, drink. xvir. perh. joc. 
application of LusH!. The sl. lushington 
la‘finten drunkard (also in phr. e.g. deal 
with Lushington take too much drink) is a 
joc. use of the surname Lushington with 
punning allusion to this; the ‘City of Lush- 
ington’ was a convivial Society meeting at 
the Harp Tavern, Russell Street, London, 
until about 1895. 
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lust last pleasure, desire, appetite; sexual 


desire OE.; passionate desire xvi. : 
lust, corr. to OFris., OHG. (G.) lust, ON. 
losti, Goth. lustus, f£. CGerm. *lust- (cf. 
LIST). Hence lust vb. xit1 ; now only arch., 
have inordinate desire xvi (Tindale). lu-st= 
FUL!, OE. lusty! tjoyful; tpleasing xiu ; 
Tlustful; powerful, strong xiv; cf. MHG. 
lustic, ON. lostigr. 


lustre! l4stor period of five years. xiv. 
— L. lZstrum, prop. quinquennial purifica- 
tion, perh. :- */oustrom, f. laváre wash, 
LAVE. The L. form (Xvi) is more usual. So 
lustra-TION expiatory sacrifice, etc., puri- 
fication. xvul. — L. lüstratio(n)-, f. lástráre. 


lustre? la'stəy sheen, gloss; luminosity, 
brilliance. xvi. — F. lustre~ It. lustro, f. 
lustrare = L. lustrdre light up :- *lücstrāre, 
f. liic-, lix LiGHT'. Hence lu-strous. xvii 


(Sh.). 


lustring lacstrin glossy silk fabric. xvir. 

— F. lustrine or its source It. lustrino (said to 
have been first made at Genoa), f. lustro 
LUSTRE?; with assim. to -ING?, 


lute! liūt stringed musical instrument. XIV. 
-F, flut (mod. luth), earlier léut, prob. 
- Pr. laüt (= Sp. laud, Pg. alaude) - Arab. 
al'üd (see AL-?). @ The Rom. word appears 
in MHG. lite (G. laute), Du. luit. 


lute? ljūt tenacious clay or cement to stop 
holes, etc. xiv. - (O)F. Iut or medL. lutum, 
spec, use of L. lutum mud, potter's clay. 


luteous lü:ties of deep-yellow colour. xvi. 
f. L. lüteus, f. lütum yellow weed ; see -EOUS. 


lutestring llü-tstri) glossy silk fabric. xvi! 
(Pepys). app. alteration of LUsTRING, which 
however is evidenced rather later. 


luxation lAksei:fon dislocation. xvi. — F. 
luxation (Paré) - late L. luxátió(n-), f. luxáre, 
f. luxus dislocated ; see -ATION. 


luxury la‘kfori Tlasciviousness xiv ; use of 
and indulgence in choice or costly things 
XVII ; means of such indulgence xvulI. — OF. 
luxurie, var. of luxure = Sp. lujtiria, It. 
lussuria — L. luxuria, f£. luxu-s abundance, 
sumptuous enjoyment, perh. the noun corr. 
to luxus (see prec.) and meaning orig. ‘ex- 
cess’. In L. and Rom. the word connotes 
vicious indulgence, the neutral senses of the 
Eng. word being expressed by luxus, F. luxe 
(which has become familiar in Eng. in train 
de luxe, etc.), Sp. lujo, It. lusso. So luxuri- 
ANT lagzj-, lags-, laksjue'riont prolific xv1; 
profusely growing, etc. XVII. = prp. of D 
luxuriüre grow rank (whence luxu: riaTz? 
xv1I, Burton), f. luxuria. luxu: rious Tlasci- 
vious, oe XIV; self-indulgent xXvII. 
- O(F) - 

ely! li ae appended to sbs. and adjs. to 
form adjs. OE. -li¢, ME. -lich, -lik, -li, corr. 
to OFris., OS., OHG. -lik (Du. -lijk, G. 
-lich), ON. -ligr, -legr, Goth. -leiks. (The 
vowel was shortened in OE., ON., and G.; 
the Eng. forms in -li, -ly are due to ON.). 


The orig. Germ. adjs. were comps. of *likam 
appearance, form, body (cf. LYCHGATE and 
SUCH, WHICH), e.g. *frijondlika- friendly, 
having the appearance of a friend, *zóóolika- 
goodly, having the appearance or form of 
what is good, of good appearance. The 
most general senses in all Germ. langs. are 
‘having the qualities appropriate to’, ‘charac- 
teristic of’, ‘befitting’ ; -ly was added to sbs. 
of alien origin, as courtly, princely, scholarly; 
formations on designations of things are 
infrequent, as earthly, heavenly, leisurely, 
worldly. Deadly, likely, lively, lovely, man- 
nerly, only, stilly are exceptional in form. 
A use common to Eng. with other Germ. 
langs. is to denote periodic occurrence, e.g. 
daily, yearly; such adjs. are based on the 
corr. advs. 

When -ly is appended to adjs., the derivs. 
denote a quality allied or approximating to 
that expressed by the primary, e.g. OE. 
léoflic (f. léof LIEF) ‘such as may seem dear’, 
beloved, pleasing, lowly, kindly, poorly, 
sickly. 


-ly? li suffix forming advs. of manner. OE. 
-[ice, ME. -liche, -ltke, -li3e, -li(e) — OFris. 
-like, OS., OHG. -lzko (Du. -lijk, G. -lich), 
ON. -liga, Goth. -leiké: f. -Lyt with advb. 
suffix *-0,. (As in -Ly? the ME. forms -/i(e), 
-ly are due to ON.). In Germ. an adv. with 
this suffix no doubt orig. implied the exis- 
tence of a corr. adj. in -Lv!, but in OE. there 
are some advs. formed immed. on simple 
adjs., as bealdlice BOLDLY, swétli¢e SWEETLY ; 
and formations of this type increased greatly 
in ME. The general sense is ‘in a manner 
characteristic of one who or a thing that is 
so-and-so’ (as defined by the simplex), 
hence, ‘in a so-and-so fashion’, ‘to a so-and- 
so degree’. Adverbs referring to moments 
or periods of time, such as annually, formerly, 
instantly, lately, latterly, quarterly, shortly, 
yearly, were prob. based at first on early; 
firstly, secondly, etc., were modelled on F. 
premièrement, L. primo, etc.; formations on 
sbs. such as namely, partly are prob. based 
on L. nominatim, partim ; accordingly, mostly, 
purposely are also particular instances; for- 
mations on pps., such as admittedly, allegedly, 
meaning ‘as is admitted, alleged’, have be- 
come latterly frequent. 

Peculiarities of spelling and pronunciation 
are exemplified by the following: able, ably, 
simple, simply; idly (ftidlely); whole, wholly ; 
solely, vilely ; fully furli; dully da:l(1)i, coolly 
kivlli, foully faulli; merry, merrily; dryly, 
drily; shyly, grayly; true, truly; franticly, 
publicly (but heroically, poetically). 

lyam lai-om, lyme laim leash for hounds. 
XIV. = OF. liem (mod. lien) = Pr. liams, Pg. 
ligame, It. legame :—- L. ligāmen LIEN. Hence 
lyam-HOUND bloodhound. xvi. 


lJycanthropy laike:nprópi insanity in which 
the patient imagines himself a beast (spec. 
a wolf) xvi. - modL. lycanthrópia - Gr. 
lukanthropía, £. lukdnthropos, f. likos WOLF+ 
dnthrépos man; see -Y*. 
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LYCEUM 


lyceum laisi-am the garden in Athens to 
which Socrates resorted and where Aristotle 
taught xvi; (after It. liceo, F. lycée) place of 
study or instruction XVIII. — L. Lycēum = Gr. 
Lúkeion (sc. gumndsion GYMNASIUM), n. of 
Ltikeios epithet of Apollo, to whose temple 
the Lyceum was adjacent. 


lychgate see LICH. 


lychnis li:knis (bot.) genus of plants (in- 
cluding campion and ragged robin). XVII. 
= L, — Gr. lukhnis some red flower, f. lúkhnos 
lamp (cf. LIGHT?). 


lycopodium laiképou-diam (bot.) genus of 
plants (club-moss). xvii1. modL.=— Gr. ltikos 
WOLF -+ pod-, potis FOOT ; so named from the 
claw-like shape of the root. 


lyddite li:dait kind of high explosive. xix. 
f. Lydd, name of the town in Kent where it 
was first tested ; see -ITE. 


Lydian li-dion pert. to Lydia; spec. of a 
musical mode. xvi. f. L. Lydius - Gr. 
Laidios ; see -IAN. 


lye lai alkalized water or alkaline solution 
used for washing. OE. léag = MDu. ldéghe 
(Du. loog), OHG. louga (G. lauge) lye, ON. 
laug hot bath = CGerm. (exc. Gothic) 
*lauzoó, f. *lau- (cf. LATHER) :- IE. *lou- 
wash, LAVE. 

lykewake lai'kweik (local) watch kept at 


night over a dead body. xvi. Sc. likewalk (G. 
Douglas), preceded by lychwake (xiv Ch., 


MACARONIC 


Mirk); perh.~ ON. *likavaka; see L1CH, 
WAKE}, 


lymph limf (rhet.) water; tsap XVii ; colour- 
less alkaline fluid in the body xvin. =F. 
lymphe or L. lympha, prob. hellenized form 
(by assoc. with Gr. numphé nymph) of lumpa, 
limpa (cf. LIMPID), perh. +=- *dumpa (cf. 
Oscan Diumpais Nymphis). Solympha:ric 
À. Tfrenzied; B. pert. to lymph. xvir. - L. 
lymphaticus mad, adaption of Gr. numpho- 
léptds seized by nymphs (cf. numphidn be 
frenzied); in mod. scientific L. the ending 
has prob. been assoc. with spermatic. 


lynch law lin'[15, earlier ¢Lynch’s law (xviir) 
infliction of punishment by a self-consti- 
tuted court. xix. Named after Captain 
Willam Lynch, of Pittsylvania, Virginia, 
U.S.A., who first set up this self-created 
judicial tribunal. Hence Judge Lynch, ima- 
ginary authority from whom the sentences 
imposed were said to proceed. lynch vb. 
condemn and punish (esp. kill) by lynch law. 


lynx links feline animal, Lynx, credited 
with very keen sight. xiv (Rolle). - L. lynx 
= Gr. lugx, rel. to OE. lox, OHG. luhs (G. 
luchs), OSw. 16, Lith. lists, OPruss. luysis, 
Mir. lug; a widespread IE. name, prob. f. 
*leuk-, as in Gr. letissein see (see LIGHT'), the 
animal being named from its keen sight. 


lyre laiox stringed instrument of the harp 
kind. xur (lire, La3.). — OF. lire (mod. 
lyre) - L. lyra - Gr. litrá. So lyric lirik. 
xvi. = F. lyrique or L. lIyricus — Gr. lurtkós; 
sb. lyric poem. xvi. ly:ricAr. xvi (Sidney). 


M 


ma mà see MAMMAL 


ma’am mem, mom, m. xvii (mam, Dryden), 
contr. of MADAM. @ The old pronunc. mam 
remains dial., and, repr. by marm, in the 
joc. (orig. U.S.) school-marm schoolmistress 
XIX. 

mac mek person whose name contains the 
prefix Mac. xvii. Ir., Gael. mac = OCeltic 
*makkos, rel. to W. mab, OW. map :- OCeltic 
*makwos ; a prefix in many Sc. and Ir. names. 


macabre mokabr in Dance Macabre, the 
Dance of Death xv (daunce of machabree, 
Lydg.); (from modF.) gruesome xix. The 
form now usual repr. F. macabre (xix), error 
for OF. macabré (danse macabrée aux Inno- 
cens XV), perh. alt. of OF. Macabé Macca- 
bus (cf. ¢¥udas Macabré, medL. chorea 
Machabaorum dance of the Maccabees xv, 
MDu. Makkabeusdans xv); the orig. ref. 
may have been to a miracle play in which 
the slaughter of the Maccabees under 
Antiochus Epiphanes was enacted. 


macaco! mokei‘kou (orig.) S. African 
(Congo) monkey, (later) monkey of the genus 


Macacus. XVIII. — Pg. macaco ~ native (Fiot) 
makaku some monkeys, f. ma numerical sign 
+kaku monkey. So macaque moka-k. 
xvi. - F. - Pg. 


macaco? mokerkou lemur. xvi. -— F. 


mococo (Buffon); cf. MAKI. 


macadam mokze:dom applied to a kind of 
roadway (or the material used for it) in- 
vented by John Loudon M°Adam (1756- 
1836). Hence maca:damruzz, etc. xix. 


macaroni  mzkorouni Italian wheaten 
paste in tubes XVI ; exquisite, fop XVIII. — It. 
maccaroni, later maccheroni, pl. of macca-, 
maccherone, f. late Gr. makaria barley food 
(Hesychius). Q The sl. application to dandies 
oe orig. indicated a preference for foreign 
food. 


macaronic mækərə'nik applied to bur- 
lesque verse in which vernacular words are 
mingled with Latin in a latinized form. 
XVII. - modL. macarónicus = It. tmacaronico 
(maccheronico), joc. f. macaroni (see prec.). 
First recorded in 'Carmen macaronicum de 
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Patavinis’ (1490) by Tisi degli Odassi. But 
the form was popularized by Teofilo Folengo, 
author of ‘Liber Macaronices’ (1517), who 
described his verses as a literary analogue of 
macaroni (‘a gross, rude, and rustic mixture 
of flour, cheese, and butter’). 


macaroon mekori'n small sweet biscuit 
of ground almonds, etc. XVII. — F. macaron 
- It. maccaroné MACARONI. 


macartney mok4-stni fire-backed pheasant. 
xIx. f. name of George, Earl Macartney 
(1737—1806), a specimen having been pre- 
sented to him by the emperor of China. 


macassar mokze-so1 name of an unguent 
for the hair made in the early 19th cent. by 
Rowland & Son and represented to contain 
ingredients from Macassar, name (in the 
native form Mangkasara) of a district in 
the island of Celebes. xix (1809). Cf. ANTI- 
MACASSAR. 


macaw! məkō' bird of the parrot kind. 
XVII. — Pg. macao, of unkn. origin. 


macaw? mokd: palm of the genus Acroco- 
mia. XVII. Carib ;cf. Arawak mocoya,macoya. 


maccoboy mez:kaboi kind of snuff. xviir 
(macabao, macauba). f. name of a tobacco 
called after Macouba, district in Martinique. 


mace! meis heavy club xim (RGlouc.); 
sceptre, staff of office xv ; old form of billiard 
cue XVIII. -— OF. masse, mace (mod. masse 
large hammer, etc.) — Pr. masa, Sp. maza, 
It. azza :- Rom. *mattea club. So macen? 
meisoi mace-bearer; (Sc.) official in a 
court of law. xiv. — OF. massier. 


mace? meis outer covering of the nutmeg. 
XIV (macis) =AL. macis (Xiii) or (O)F. 
macis (XIV) = L. macir red spicy bark from 
India (Pliny): the form macis being appre- 
hended as a pl., a new sg. mace was formed 
from it. 


mace? meis small gold coin in Malaya. xvi. 
- Malay mds, said to repr. Skr. mdasha weight 
of about 17 grains. 


macedoine mz:sidoin, |{masedwan medley 
of fruits in syrup or jelly. xix. — F. macé- 
doine, presumably a sb. use of OF. adj. - L. 
macedonicus Macedonian. 


macerate mæ'səreit soften by steeping; 
cause to waste away. XVI. f. pp. stem of L. 
máceráre, f. *mák-, prob. corr. to *makj- of 
Gr. mdássein knead (cf. MAKE) ; see -ATE?. So 
macera:TION. XV. = F. or L. 


machet see MATCHET. 


machicolation metfikélei-Jan (archit.) 
opening between corbels supporting a para- 
pet, through which missiles were dropped on 
the heads of assailants. xvi1l. f. machicolate 
(xvirr), f. OF. machicoler, AL. machicolláre, 
ult. f. Pr. machacol (for *macacol), f. macar 
beat, crush-} col neck; see -ATION. 


machination mækinei'fən plotting, plot. 
xv. -(O)F. machination or L. máchinátió(n-), 
f. máchinári contrive, f. máchina MACHINE; 
See -ATION. 


machine mo[rin structure, fabric xvi; 
military engine ; wheeled vehicle ; apparatus 
for applying mechanical power, etc. XVII. 
- (O)F. machine, corr. to Sp. maquina, lt. 
macchina — L.. máchina device, contrivance, 
engine - mákhand, Doric form of Gr. mē- 
khané, f. mékhos contrivance, rel. to Germ. 
*magan have power; see MAY’. Q The F. 
word has been adopted in all Germ. and SI. 
langs. Hence machi-ngny. xvii; first used 
of stage appliances. 


-machy moki always with connective -o-, 
repr. Gr. -makhíá fighting, in sbs. derived 
from adjs. in -makhos that fights, rel. to 
mákhé battle; e.g. logomachy (see Loco-). 


macilent m:z'silent lean, thin. xvi. = L. 
macilentus, f. macer thin, MEAGRE, after gra- 
cilentus (f. gracilis) ; see -LENT. 


mackerel mæ'k(ə)rəl sea-fish, Scomber 

scomber. x11 (Havelok). - AN. makerel, 
OF. maquerel (mod. maquereau), first re- 
corded in medL. macarellus, from Flanders ; 
of unkn. origin. See -REL. 


mac(k)intosh mez:kintof applied to a kind of 
waterproof material invented by Charles 
Macintosh (1766-1843). 1836. 


macle me:kl twin crystal; dark spot in a 
mineral. xix. — F. macle - L. macula spot, 
mesh (cf. Mart). A var. macule of the F. 
word is repr. by macle, mackle blur in 
printing, blurred sheet xvir, with a corr. vb. 
blur in printing xvi. — F. maculer. 


macramé mokra-mei fringe of knotted 
cord, etc. xIx. - Turk. makrama towel 
- Arab. migrama* striped cloth. 


macro- mæ'krou comb. form of Gr. makrós 
long, large, rel. to L. macer thin, MEAGRE. 
The chief and oldest comp. is ma:crocosm 
the universe (XVI)- medL. macrocosmus, 
repr. Gr. *makrós kósmos 'great world' (see 
cosmic); cf. (O)F. macrocosme. 


macron mza'kron horizontal mark ~ placed 
over a vowel sign to denote length. xix. 
— Gr. makrón, n. of makrós MACRO-. 


mactation mzktei[on slaughtering. XVII. 
-— late L. mactátió(n-), f. pp. of mactáre slay ; 
see -ATION. 


maculate mæ'kjuleit spotted. xv. =L. 
maculdius, pp. of maculáre, f. macula spot 
(cf. MAIL); see -ATE?, Now only in contrast 
with IMMACULATE. 


macute mokjürt (orig.) piece of cloth used 
as money ; money of account (2,000 cowries). 
XVIII. Native African name (Congolese) 
makuta bundle of palm mats used as cur- 
rency, f. tkuta tie (cf. kutulula untie), 


[543] 


MAD 


MAGENTA 





mad med out of one’s mind; foolish, (now) 

insanely foolish; wildly excited, furious. 
xil (mad, med). Aphetic of ME. tamad 
(xi, repr. OE. gemá&d(d), gem&ded, pp. of 
*gemadan render insane, f. gemád insane -—— 
OS. giméd foolish, OHG. gameit, kimeit 
foolish, vain, boastful, Goth. gamaips 
crippled :- Germ. *zamaidaz, f. *za- v-4- 
*maida- t- YE. *moitó-, pp. formation on 
*moi- *mei- change (cf. L. mütáre); the 
primary sense appears in Goth. maidjan 
adulterate, in|maideins exchange, the corr. 
ON. meiða meaning to cripple. (The simplex 
“mad appears in OE. mddméd folly.) Hence 
madden® me-dn. XVIII; superseded mad 
vb. (XIV) in gen. use. 


madam mæ'dəm polite title of address 
used by servants to a mistress (usu. reduced 
to MA’AM) XIII; tlady of rank, fine lady xvi; 
kept mistress XVIII; hussy XIX. orig. ma 
dame, madame — OF. ma dame (mod. ma- 
dame), i.e. ma my, dame lady ; see DAME and 
cf, MADONNA. The form madame (abbrev. 
Mme) (xvir) is now mainly confined to use 
with the surname of a French married 
woman. 


madapollam mzdopo:lom kind of cotton 
cloth. xix. f. Madapollam (:- Madhava- 
palam = Telugu Mddhavayya-pdlemu), a 
md of Narsapur, Madras presidency, 
ndia. 


madder  mzaz:dor herbaceous climbing 
plant, Rubia tinctorum, cultivated for a dye- 
stuff; formerly in wider use. OE. madere, 
corr. to OHG. matara, ON. maóra in place- 
names (Sw. madra, Norw. modra, maure), 
obscurely rel. to synon. WFris. miede, 
MLG., MDu. méde (Du. mede, mee). 


madeira modia‘ra white wine of Madeira, 
an island off NW. Africa, once thickly 
wooded (whence its name). XVI. -= Pg. 
Madeira, a use of madeira wood, timber = 
Sp. madera :- L. materia MATTER. 


mademoiselle mæ:dəmwaze'] title applied 

to an unmarried Frenchwoman, miss. XVII. 
F.; ma my, demoiselle young woman (see 
DAMSEL). 


madid mæ'did moist. XVII. = L. madidus, 
f. madére be wet, rel. to Gr. maddn be wet, 
flow ; see -1D!. 


madonna modo:no Tmy lady, madam xvt; 
the Virgin Mary, Our Lady, picture or 
statue of her xvii. -— It. madonna, i.e. ma, 
old unstressed form of mia my (:- L. mea), 
donna lady (:- L. domina) ; cf. MADAM. 


madrasah, medresseh  modre'si, -e'si 

Mohammedan college. xvir. repr. (through 
Indian, Turkish, or Pers. channels) Arab. 
madrasa^, f. darasa study. 


madrepore mæ'dripöər perforate coral. 
XVIII. — F. madrépore or modL. madrepora, 
~ It. madrepora, presumably taken by Fer- 


Manad mined Bacchante. 


rante Imperato, ‘Historia Naturalis’ 1599, 
to be f. madre MOTHER (perh. in allusion to 
the prolific growth of the 'plant')J-poro, 
L. porus PORE, but the second el. may be L. 
põrus = Gr. pôros calcareous stone, stalactite. 


madrigal mæ'drigəl amatory lyrical poem, 
esp. to be set to music; kind of part song. 
XVI. ~ It. madrigale (whence F., Sp. madri- 
gal) :- medL. matricális mother-, simple, 
primitive (carmen matricale), f. L. mátrix 
breeding animal, as adj. mother- (cf. medL. 
ecclesia matrix mother church) ; see MATRIX. 
C It. madrigale was altered later to madriale, 
and mandriale, as if ‘pastoral song’, by assoc. 
with mandr(i)ja herd, f. L. — Gr. mándra 
sheepfold. 


maelstrom mei'lstram whirlpool in the 


Arctic Ocean off Norway; sb. gen. XVIL. 
= early modDu. maelstrom (now maalstroom), 
f. maalen grind, whirl round + stroom STREAM, 
whence the Scand. forms, e.g. Sw. malstróm. 


xvi. -L. 
Manad-, Mznas —- Gr. Mainad-, Mainás, f. 
mainesthai rave (see MANIA). 


maffick mz‘fik back-formation from maf- 


ficking, orig. applied to the uproarious re- 
joicings in London, etc., on the relief of the 
siege of Mafeking (17 May 1900) in the Boer 
War of 1899-1902, the place-name being 
treated as a gerund or prp. in -ING. 


mafia mafio violent hostility to law and 


order; body of people manifesting this. XIX. 
Sicilian Italian. 


mag mæg (colloq.) chatter. XIX. f. MAGPIE, 


used for ‘chatterer’ from XVII ; cf. chattermag. 


magazine mægəzi'n, mæ'gəzīn storehouse, 


spec. for arms; stores, munitions XVI; 
Tstorehouse of information XVII; periodical 
publication, esp. for general readers XVIII 
("The Gentleman’s Magazine’, 1731). - F. 
magasin = It. magazzino (Sp. magacen) 
— Arab. makházin, pl. of makhzan store- 
house, f. khazana store up. €] With Arab. 
article (AL-?) prefixed, Sp. has almacen, 
almagacen, Pg. armazem. 


Magdalen mæ'gdəlin reformed prostitute 
xvi1; home for the reformation of prosti- 
tutes XVIII. From the Magdalen (xiv, Ch.), 
after (O)F. la Madeleine -ecclL. (Maria) 
Magdaléna, -léné- Gr. (Maria hé) Magdaléne 
(Mary) of Magdala, a town on the Sea of 
Galilee in Palestine, name of a disciple of 
Christ ‘out of whom went seven devils’ 
(Luke viii 2), identified with the ‘sinner’ of 
Luke vii 37, and regarded as a saint by the 
Church, See MAUDLIN. 


mage see MAGUS. 


magenta mods;enta brilliant crimson ani- 
line dye discovered soon after the battle at 
Magenta in N. Italy, where in 1859 the 
Austrians were defeated by the French and 
Sardinians. 1860 (M. red). 
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maggot mæ'gət worm, grub xiv (Trevisa); 
whimsy, crotchet xvii. perh. AN. alteration 
of ME. maddo(c)k, earlier madek (cf. maked 
XV) - ON. maókr (Da. madike), a k-deriv. 
(see -OCK and cf. MAWKISH) of the base of 
OE. mapa, mapu -— OS. matho, OHG. 
mado (Du., G. made), Goth. mapa :- Germ. 
*mabon, *mapó, of unkn. origin. For the 
change of k to g cf. flagon, sugar. 


magic mez‘d3ik art of controlling events by 
occult means. XIV (Ch.). = OF. magique 
(superseded by magie)—late L. magica 
(magicé Pliny) - Gr. magiké, sb. use (sc. 
tékhné art) of magikds, f. mdgos MAGUS. So 
ma‘gic adj. xiv (Gower), Ma‘giCcAL XVI. 
(M. lantern tr. of modL. laterna magica XVII.) 
magICIAN meodsr[en. xiv (magicien, Ch.). 
-— (O)F. magicien. 


magilp see MEGILP. 


magisterial mzdzistia-rial pert. to a master 


or magistrate. xvi. —medL. magisteridlis, 
f. late L. magisterius, f. L. magister MASTER; 
See -IAL. 


magistral mods;rstrol tauthoritative; de- 
vised by a physician for a particular case, 
t+sovereign xvi; (fortif.) principal xix. - F. 
magistral or L. magistrális ; see MASTER, -AL. 


magistrate mæ'dzistrət, -eit officer con- 
cerned with the administration of laws XIV; 
justice of the peace xvir. — L. magistrátus 
magistracy, magistrate, f. magistr- MASTER; 
see -ATE! and cf. F. magistrat. Hence ma:- 
gistracv. xvi. ma gistratunE  -trotJor 
office of a magistrate. XVIL ~- F. 


magma mæ'gmə fdregs of a semi-liquid 
substance xv; thin pasty mixture of sub- 
stances xVII; (geol.) stratum of fluid matter 
XIX. - L.magma — Gr. mágma thick unguent, 
f. base *mag- of mássein knead (cf. MAKE). 


magnanimous mægnæ'niməs nobly brave, 
great-souled. xvi. f. L. magnanimus, f. 
magnus great+ animus mind, after Gr. 
megaldpsukhos. So magnani-miTy. xiv. 
-(O)F. - L. See MAGNITUDE, ANIMAL, -OUS, 


magnate mz-gneit great man. xv (Lydg.; 
magnates, prob, the L. pl., and so until XVIII 
or XIx). = late L. (Vulg.) pl. magnātes, f. 
magnus; see MAGNITUDE and cf. PRIMATE; 
perh. infl. by F. magnat in XVIII. 


magnesia megni'fis A. ft(alch.) mineral 
ingredient of the philosopher's stone xiv 
(Ch.) ; B. T(spec. black m.) manganese xvi; 
C. (spec. twhite m.) hydrated magnesium 
carbonate, used medicinally ; (chem.) mag- 
nesium oxide, MgO xvi. — medL. magnésia 
— Gr. (hē) Magnésia (lithos) ‘the Magnesian 
stone’, (1) loadstone, (2) stone with silvery 
sheen ; the development of sense B is obscure 
(there may have been simply formal con- 
fusion); sense C may depend on modL. 
magnés carneus ‘fleshy magnet’, applied to a 
white powder which adhered to the lips as 
iron to a magnet. Cf. MAGNET. Hence mags 
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nesiUM mzegni'ziom, -i:siom, -i: ['óm chemi- 
cal element, Mg, base of magnesia. XIX 
(Davy, who applied it first to manganese). 


magnet mz‘gnit tmagnetic oxide of iron 
xv (Promp. Parv.); tpiece of loadstone; 
piece of iron or steel having the same attrac- 
tive properties XVII. ~ L. magnēta (whence 
OF. magnete, perh. in part the source), acc. 
of magnés = Gr. mágnēs, for ho Mdgnés lithos 
(also ho Magnétés lithos, hé lithos Magnétts) 
the Magnesian stone (whence L. lapis mag- 
nés, repr. by magnes stone xiv. 'Trevisa to 
XVII). So magnetic megne'tik XVII, 
-e'tICAL xvI. —late L. magnéticus; so F. 
magnétique, etc. ma:gnetIsM. xvii. -modL. 
magnétismus, ma-gnetIZzE. XVIII. magneto- 
-tou (see -O-), first in m.-electric (1831, 
Faraday). 


magni- megni comb. form of L. magnus 
great (see MAGNITUDE), as in magni‘loquEeNT 
grandiloquent xvit, f. L. magniloquus (loqui 
speak; see -ENT). 


magnific megnrfik Trenowned ; Tsumptu- 
ous XV (Caxton); (arch.) grand xvi; also 
magni'ficAL. XVI. =~ F. magnifique or L. 
magnificus; see -FIC. So magni-ficENT great 
in achievement ; Troyally munificent ; grand, 
splendid. xvi. —- F. magnificent or L. magni- 
ficent-, alt. stem of magnificus, after bene- 
volens (var. of -volus). magni-ficENCE. xiv. 
—- F. or L. magni: fico title of magnates of 
Venice. XVI (G. Harvey). It., sb. use of adj. 
~ L. magnificus. ma:gniry A. (arch.) act for 
the honour of; B. (arch.) augment xiv 
(Wyclif); C. increase the apparent size of 
xvii. —- (O)F. or L.; sense C is purely Eng. 


magnificat mægni'fikæt name of the can- 
ticle beginning ‘Magnificat anima mea 
Dominum’ My soul doth magnify the Lord 
(Luke i 46); 3rd pers. sg. pres. ind. of L. 
magnificdre MAGNIFY. 


magnitude mæ'gnitjūd greatness xiv (Tre- 
visa) ; (relative) size XVI. —- L. magnitudo, f. 
magnus great, large, rel. to Gr. mégas (cf. 
MEGA-), Skr. mahant- great, Germ. *mikil- 
MUCH, see -TUDE. 


magnolia megnou-lia genus of large trees. 
XVIII. = modL., f. name of Pierre Magnol 
(1638-1715) professor of botany at Mont- 
pellier ; see -1A!, 


magnum mz-gnem bottle containing two 
quarts. XVIII (Burns). n. sg. of L. magnus 
large (see MAGNITUDE). So magnum 
bonum mæ'gnəm bou'nəm large kind of 
plum xviII ; kind of potato XIX. n. sg. of L. 
bonus good; ‘a large good one’. 


magpie mz‘gpai common European bird, 
Pica caudata, noted for its noisy chatter and 
pilfering habits. xviz. f. Mag, pet-form of 
Margaret--PiE.. Earlier (dial.) maggot-pie 
(xvi), f. Maggot — (O)F. Margot, pet-form 
of Marguerite Margaret. 

maguey mz'gwei, magei American aloe. 
xvi, Sp., of Haytian origin. 
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MAGUS 


magus mei'gas, pl. magi mei‘dyzai the 

“wise men’ who came ‘from the East’ to wor- 
ship the child Jesus (Matt. ii 1) xIv; mem- 
ber of an ancient Persian priestly caste 
XVI. ~ L. magus = Gr. mdgos — OPers. magus. 
Also anglicized mage meid3 wise man, 
magician. XIV; cf. F. mage (xvii). Hence 
ma‘giAN. XVI. 


mahal mosha:l private apartments; summer 
palace xvir; territorial division in India 


MAIN 


Goth. magaps, and is rel. to Germ. *mazguz 
:- IE. *moghus boy, young man, whence 
OE., OS. magu, ON. mogr, Goth. magus son, 
young man, Olr. mug slave, Av. magu young 
man. @ The application to castles is usu. 
taken to imply ‘virgin’, i.e. unviolated, an 
interpretation not borne out by Castrum 
Puellayum ‘maidens’ fort’, applied to Edin- 
burgh in the Middle Ages. Cy. the equiv. 
G. Magdeburg. 


XVII. — Urdu - Arab. mahall, f. hallalodge. | maieutic meijrtik pert. to the Socratic 


mahaleb mi-holeb kind of cherry. xvi 
(macaleb). — Y. macaleb (now mah-) ~ Arab. 
mahlab ; later assim. to Arab. in form. 


maharajah maharā'dza title of some In- 
dian princes. XVII (mau raja). — Hind. 
mahdraja, f. maha great (cf. MAGNITUDE) 4- 


method of bringing out latent conceptions. 
XVII. ~ Gr. maieutikds obstetric (used fig. 
of Socratic methods), f. maieuesthai act as 
midwife, f. mata midwife; see -Ic. 


maigre meigor involving abstinence from 


flesh meat. xvir. P.; see MEAGRE. 


rájá RAJAH. So mahara:nee. xix. - Hindi | mail! meil ring or plate of armour; armour 


mahdrani (rdni queen). 


mahatma mohz':tmo in Esoteric Buddhism, 
one possessing preternatural powers. XIX. 
—Skr. mahátman, f. mahá (see prec.)-- 


composed of rings or chain-work xiv ; breast 
feathers of a hawk xv. — (O)F. maille mesh 
= Pr. malha (whence It. maglia, etc.) += L. 
macula spot, mesh. 


ütmán soul (cf. OE. þm, G. atem breath). mail? meil (now Sc.) payment, tax, tribute. 


mahdi mä'di Mohammedan messiah. XVIII. 
~ Arab. mahdiy ‘he who is guided right’, pp. 
of hadá lead in the right way. 

mah-jong mid3o'n game resembling domi- 
noes, xx. Chinese, f. ma sparrow, djung 
play. 

mahlstick see MAULSTICK. 

mahogany moho:goni wood of a tree of 


north. repr. of late OE. mal - ON. mdi 
speech, agreement — OE. mal speech ; prob. 
contr. form of the word appearing in OE. 
m&pel meeting, discussion, OS., OHG. 
mahal assembly, judgement, treaty, Goth. 
ma pl meeting-place (whence medL. mallum): 
in sense the Eng. word corr. rather to ON. 
máli stipulation, stipulated pay. See also 
BLACKMAIL. 


tropical America, Swietenia Mahagoni. XVII | mail? meil (now Sc. and U.S.) pack, bag 


(mohogoney). Of unkn. origin; adopted as 
bot. L. by Linnzus (1762) in the form 
mahagoni, whence the various Continental 
forms. 


Mahomet moho:mit. xiv (Wyclif, Ch.). 


XIII; bag of letters for conveyance by post; 
person or vehicle conveying this. xvi. ME. 
male - OF. male (mod. malle bag, trunk) 
-Germ. (OHG. mal(a)ha wallet, bag). 
Hence vb. (orig. U.S). send by post. xix. 


ME. Mac(h)amete, Mako- —- (O)F. Mahomet, | maim meim mutilating injury. xiv. ME. 


+Mach-, medL. Ma(c)hometus — Arab. Mu- 
hammad, now repr. by Mohammed mou- 
he-mid founder of the religion of Islam. 
So Maho-meian. xvi. —- medL. Mahome- 
tánus, etc. ; so F. Mahou' nd, later form (xv1) 
of TMahoun, TMahun (xit, La3.). - OF. 
Mahun, -um, shortening of Mahomet. Cf. 


maheym (rare), maime, later also maine, Sc. 
Tmanyie - OF. mayhem, mahaing, main(e), f. 
mahaignier, mayner (whence maim vb. xii1) 
= Pr. maganhar, It. magagnare :- Rom. 
*mahagnáre, of unkn. origin. See also 
MAYHEM. 


MAUMET. main! mein physical strength (surviving 


mahout mobaut elephant-driver. XVIL 
— Hindi mahdut, mahdwat:-Skr. mahd- 
maira high official, lit. ‘great in measure’, 


Mahratta, -atti older forms of Maratha, 
MARATHI. 


maid meid. xır. Shortening of MAIDEN ; in 
sense ‘female servant’ xıv (Gower). @ For 
the loss of final n cf. clue, eve, game. 


maidan maidā'n esplanade, parade ground. 
XVII (Purchas). Pers. 


maiden mei-dn girl, young woman; virgin; 
female servant. OE. magden n. = OHG. 
magatin s- Germ. *mazgadinam, dim. (see 
-EN!), f. *magadiz maid, virgin, which is 
repr. by OE. mzg(e)b, OS. magath, OHG. 
magad (G. magd; whence dim. mddchen), 
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only in with might and m.). OE. mzgen — 
OS. megin, OHG. magan, megin, ON. magn, 
meg(i)n, f. base *mag- have power; see MAY!. 


main? mein (dial.) of great size XIII; strong, 


mighty (surviving only in sense ‘sheer’ in 
phr. óy m. force) ; (dial.) great in number or 
degree XIV ; chief in size, extent, or order xv. 
Partly repr. OE. magen MAIN! in comps., as 
magenfolc great company of people, magen- 
strengo great strength, magenrzs mighty at- 
tack, maegenbyrpen heavy load; partly — rel. 
ON, megenn, megn strong, powerful, or 
megin (in combination). There are many 
special collocations: e.g. m. chance XVI, 
niainland xiv (prob. after ON. meginland), 
tm. sea xvi (cf. ON. meginsjor); m. drain 
XVIII ; from these, by ellipsis, arose sb. uses 
of the m. : e.g. (1) prob. from the m. chance, 


MAIN 


a throw in the game of hazard, (hence) the 
most important part, subject, etc. (now 
chiefly in phr. in the m.) xv1; (2) from the 
m. sea, the high sea xv1; (3) from m. drain, 
chief sewer xviii. Hence nai-nLv? jvigo- 
rously XII; Tgreatly x1v; for the most part 
xvii (Milton). 


main? mein (Sc. and north.) tpl. demesne 
lands xv; home farm xvi. Aphetic of DO- 
MAIN, DEMESNE, 


mainour see MANNER?, 


mainpernor mernpó3unoi (leg.) surety for 
a prisoner's appearance. XIV (PPl.). — AN. 
mainpernour (for -prenour), f. mainprendre, f. 
main hand (:— L. manu-s) -- prendre take, the 
equiv. of medL. manticapere ‘take in the 
hand’, assume responsibility for. So mai'n- 
prize. xiv (PPl.). ~ AN., OF. mein-, main- 
prise, f. mainprendre ; see MANUAL, PRIZE?. 


maintain meintei'n,mon- support the per- 
son or cause of xii (Cursor M.); Tpractise 
habitually ; carry on, continue ; support, pro- 
vide for xıv. ME. maintene, -teine repr. tonic 
stem of (O)F. maintenir (AN. maintener) — 
Pr., Sp. mantener, It. mantenere += Rom. 
*maniitenére, f. L. manti, abl. of manus hand 
+tenére hold. So maintenance mei'nti- 
nons Tdemeanour; support of a party or 
cause (spec. wrongful sustentation of a suit) ; 
provision of livelihood xiv. =~ OF. mainte- 
nance, f. maintenir ; cf. Pr. mantenensa, etc. 


maiolica var. of MAJOLICA. 


moaison(n)ette meizone:t small house XIX; 
part ofa house let separately xx. F., dim. of 
maison; see MANSION, -ETTE. 


maize meiz Indian corn. XVI (mais, mahiz, 
mayis, etc.). — F. mais, tmahiz, or its source 
Sp. maiz, tmaliz, -is, tmayz, of Carib 
origin. 

majesty me-dzisti sovereign power (first 
of the glory of God) x11; kingly dignity xvi. 
—(O)F. majesté (earlier maesté), corr. to Pr. 
maiestat, etc. — L. májestas, -tát-, f. *májes-, 
var. of *màjos- (majus, májor); see MAJOR, 
-TY. Hence maje'stIC XVII, -ICAL XVI. 


majolica modso:lko fine kind of Italian 
pottery. XVI. — It. maiolica. f. name of the 
island Majorca, formerly tMajolica, where 
acc. to J. C. Scaliger (1557) the best ware of 
this kind was made; cf. F. majolique, maio- 
lique, Tmajorique. 


mnajor! merdsor officer below the rank of 
lieutenant-colonel. xvii. = F. major, short 
for sergent-major sergeant-major, which orig. 
designated a much higher rank than at 
present. Also in m.-general (xvii), earlier 
sergeant-m.-general (xvii). = F. major-géné- 
ral, where major is sb. and général adj. (cf. 
G. generalmajor). =J. mãjor; see next. 
major-domo meitdzəī1 dou'mou chief 
official of a household. xvi. Earliest forms 
maior-, mayordome (partly through F. 
majordome) Sp. mayordomo, It. maggiordomo 
=- medL. mäjor domüs (dəmüs, g. of domus 
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MALACHITE 


house) highest official of the royal household 
under the Merovingians, ‘mayor of the 
palace’. Q So majores domus regiae at the 
court of Theodoric (Cassiodorus). 


major? mei‘d301 greater, first in technical 


use in logic and math.; constituting the 
majority. xvi. — L. major (:- *mdgjés) com- 
par. of magnus great (see MAGNITUDE). Some 
uses may depend on F. majeur, {matour, 
learned variant of OF. maour, acc. of maire 
MAYOR (cf. Seinte Marie be maiour, ie. 
Santa Maria Maggiore, xiv). So majoriry 
modso'riti Tsuperiority; state of being of 
full age xv1; greater number or part XVII. 
—- F. majorité - medL. mdjoritas. @ In the 
sense ‘rank of a major’ adistinct word XVIII 
— F. majorité, f. major MAJOR!. 


majuscule modz4skjül capital (letter); 


(palzogr.) large (also sb.). xix. — F. maju- 
scule - L. májusculus somewhat larger, dim. 
of májor, n. május ; see MAJOR?. 


make meik pt., pp. made meid bring into 


existence, subject to an operation, cause 
to be, cause (something to happen). OE. 
macian (early ME. macan, macen, makie-n) 
= OFris. makia, OS. makén (Du. maken), 
OHG. mahhón (G. machen) :- WGerm. 
*makojan, f. *mako- MATCH! (MSw. maka 
construct, Sw. make move, Da. mage manage, 
arrange, are from LG.) ; plausibly referred to 
IE. *mag- repr. by Gr. mássein (aorist pass. 
magênai) knead, mdgeiros cook, mageús baker, 
OSI. mazati anoint, grease. The sense- 
history is uncertain. OE. macian is not very 
frequent, and is used mainly in factitive 
and causative meanings, and fit macian 
behave, but in late use the verb, as in early 
WGerm., corr. in use to L. facere do. Hence 
sb. manner, style, form. x1v. maker! mei*ko1 
manufacturer, creator XIII (Cursor M.); 


(arch.) poet (ult. tr. Gr. poetés) xiv (Usk). See 
MATCH.l 


maki mei'ki, mæ'ki lemur. xvin. -F., 


repr. Malagasy maka. 


mal- mæl, formerly often tmale- (pro- 


nounced as one syll.), repr. F. mal-, L. male 
badly, ill (cf. MALE-), first in words adopted 
from F., later generalized, as in maladmini- 
stration XVII, malconduct xvul, malcontent 
XVI, malodorous XIX, malpractice XVII, mal- 
treat XVIII; less freq. repr. OE adj. mal, 
L. malus bad, evil (rel. to IE. *mel-; cf. Gr. 
méleos vain, useless, unhappy), as in ;mal- 
adventure, }malease (cf. MALAISE), tmalengin, 
Tmaltalent. 


malabathrum mzalobze:prom aromatic leaf 


(prob. of Cinnamomum), perfumed oint- 
ment from this. xvir (Holland). - L. mala-, 
málobathrum, -on — Gr. máld-, málóbathron 
— Skr. tamálapattra, f. tamála name of vari- 
ous trees -I- battra leaf. 


malachite mz:lokait (geol.) hydrous carbo- 


nate of copper occurring as a green mineral. 
XVI (melo-). ~ OF. melochite (now malachite) 
- L. molochités (Pliny) - Gr. molokhítis, f. 
molókhe, vat. of malákhé MALLOW. 


MALACO- 


MALLEABLE 





malaco- maloekou comb. form of Gr. 
malakds soft, as in malaco-LoGY = F. maloco- 
logie science of molluscs. 


malady mæ'lədi ill health, disease. xır. 
-(O)F. maladie, f. malade sick, ill = Pr. 
malapte, malaute, Cat. malalt, Olt. malatto 
s- Rom. *male habitu-s ‘in bad condition’, 
i.e. L. male badly + habitus (cf. Massurius 
Sabinus, equum nimis strigosum et male 
habitum), pp. of habére have, hold ; see MAL-, 
HABIT, -Y?. 


malaga mez:‘loga white wine exported from 
Malaga, a seaport in the south of Spain. 
XVII (Mallego, Maligo). 

Malagasy mæləgæ'si pert. to (a native of) 
Madagascar; sb. its language. xix (1835). 
f. Malegass, -gash, varr. of Madegass, -cass, 
after or parallel with F. malgache, madécasse, 
adj. f. the name of the island, which is 
found as Madagascar in xvi. 


malaguetta mzlogwe'ta capsules of Amo- 
mum Meliguetta. xvi. Earlier forms man- 
guetta, manegete, mellegette~ F. maniguette, 
t-guet, alt. of malaguette — Sp. malagueta; 
cf. medL. melegeta, poss. dim. of It. melica 
millet; if of Eur. origin, perh. corrupted 
through some W. Afr. language. 


malaise mzlei:z bodily discomfort or suffer- 
ing. XVIII (Chesterfield). —(O)F. malaise 
(adopted in ME. as males), f. OF. mal bad 
(L. malus)-+ aise EASE. 


malander, mallender mez:lindai scabby 
eruption in horses. xv. —(O)F. malandre 
(= It. malandre, etc.) :- L. malandria (pl.) 
pustules on the neck. Also pl. xvii. 


malapert mz:lspdit (arch.) impudent. xv. 
— OF. malapert, f. mal- (indicating the oppo- 
site) + apert, var. of espert EXPERT, but appre- 
hended as if f. MAL- improperly +- apert bold, 
PERT. 


malapropism mæ'ləproəpizm ludicrous 
misapplication of language. xIx. f. name 
of Mrs. Malaprop, character in Sheridan’s 
play of “The Rivals’ (1775), remarkable for 
her misuse of words, f. malapropos inoppor- 
tune(ly) xvir (Dryden) -—F. mal a propos 
not to the purpose ; see MAL-, APROPOS, ~ISM. 
Malaprop was formerly so used, and as adj. 


malaria molco'rio fever formerly supposed 
to be caused by exhalations from marshy 
places. xvin (mal'aria, H. Walpole). - It. 
malaria for mala aria ‘bad AIR’; cf. MAL-. 


male meil pert. to the sex that begets off- 
spring. xIv(Barbour, PPI., Trevisa, Maund., 
Wycl. Bible). - OF. male, earlier masle 
(mod. mâle) = (mostly with specialized 
senses) Pr. mascle, Sp. maslo, Pg. macho, 
it. maschio, Rum. mascur :~ L. masculus (see 
MASCULINE and cf. MALLARD); tn legal use 
the AN. sp. masle continued till xv11. 


male-, repr. L. male-, comb. form of adv. 
male (see MAL-) in malediction mælidi'k- 
fan cursing, curse. xv. = L. maledictid(n-) ; 
see DICTION and cf. MALISON. malefac- 


tor me‘lifektar evil-doer, criminal. xv. 
~ (partly through OF. malfaicteur) L. male- 
factor (facere Do'). maleric molefik pro- 


ductive of evil. xvi. -L. maleficus. 
male-FicENT. Xvir (Cudworth). male- 
volENT mole:volent disposed to ill will. 
XVI. ~ OF. malivolent or L. malevolent-, -éns 
(volēns, prp. of velle WILL). male-voLENCE. 
xv (Caxton). - OF. or L. 


malfeasance melfi-zans (leg.) official mis- 

conduct. XVIIL. — AN. malfaisance, f. mal- 
faisour (adopted in ME. xrv), f. phr. mal 
faire do evil; see MALEFACTOR, -ANCE, 


malgré malgre see MAUGRE. 


malice mz:lis Tbadness xir (Cursor M.); 
Tharmfulness xiv (Wycl.); mischievous in- 
tent xir1 (RGlouc.), spec. leg. xvi. - (O)F. 
malice — L. malitia, f£. malus bad ; see MAL-. 
So malictovs moli: fos. xiii (AncrR.). - OF. 
malicius (mod. -ieux) — L. malitióosus. 


malign molarn evil in nature and effects 


xiv (Shoreham); (arch.) malevolent xv. 
- OF. maligne, fem. of malin, or its source 
L. malignus, f. malus evil (cf. MAL-, MALE-, 
and for the ending BENIGN). malign vb. 
Tspeak evil, plot xv (Lydg.); Tdislike, envy 
XVi1;speakillofxvir. — OF. malignier or late 
L. maligndre contrive maliciously. malig- 
niry molrgniti. xiv (Ch.). - OF. or L. So 
malignANT molrgnont tdisposed to rebel 
XVI (also sb., hist.) ; of evil effect or disposi- 
tion XVI. — prp. of L. malignàáre, f. malignus 
(the use of ecclesia malignantium ‘congrega- 
tion of evildoers’ in the Vulgate of Psalm 
xxv[i] 5, used by patristic writers for fol- 
lowers of Antichrist, is the source of Church 
Malignant). 


malinger molrrngoi feign illness xix ; back- 


formation from mali-:ngerer! (XVIII). app. 
f. (O)F. malingre (as a personal name XIII), 
perh. f. mal- MAL-~+haingre weak, thin, 
prob. of Germ. origin (cf. MHG. hager thin, 
lean). Cf. Du. malenger, vb. -eren. 


malison mz:lisan (arch.) curse. x11 (Cursor 


M.) - OF. malson, maleison —- L. male- 
dictió(n-) MALEDICTION. 


malkin, mawkin mo: kin Tfemale personal 


name typical of lower classes xim; (arch.) 
slut, drab xvr; (dial.) mop xv; (dial.) scare- 
crow XVII. dim. of ME. Malde Maud, 
Matilda (OF. Mahault - Germ. Mahthildis 
‘strength-battle’) ; see -KIN. 


mall see PALL-MALL. 
mallard me:loid wild drake or duck. xiv. 


- OF. mallart, (now) malart, prob. for 
*maslart, f£. masle MALE; see -ARD. €] The 
ME. vars. mau(d)lard agree with this deriv. 
as much as with that proposed from OHG. 
proper name Madelhart (= OE. Mepel- 
heard), since madle, maule are AN. and ME. 
vars, of MALE; cf. AL. mathlardus. 


malleable mzx:liob] that may be hammered 
without breaking. xiv (Ch.). = OF. malle- 
able = medL. malleabilis, f. L. malledre ham- 
mer, f. malleus ; see MAUL}, -ABLE, 
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MALLET 


mallet melit (wooden) hammer. xv 

(mailzet, mailet). ~(O)F. maillet, f. (with 
-et denoting instrument, as in foret borer, 
jouet plaything) mailler hammer, f. mail 
hammer, MAUL!. 


mallow mz-ou wild plant, genus Malva. 
OE. mealuwe, -(e)we = L. malva, rel. to Gr. 
malákhē, molókhē, and prob. of Mediter- 
ranean origin. (ME. and dial. vars. are 
maul, pl. maws). Cf. MAUVE. 
malm mäm soft friable rock, light loamy 
soil. OE. *mealm (in mealmstān friable 
stone, and mealmiht sandy) = ON. malmr 
ore, metal, Goth. malma sand, f. *mal- 
*mel- grind (see MEAL!); cf. OS., MHG. 
melm dust, from the e-var. of the base. 


malmaison mzlmei:zon variety of carna- 
tion. XIX. Short for souvenirs de Malmaison 
‘memories of Malmaison’ (the name of the 
chateau at which the empress Josephine held 
her court), orig. the name of a blush rose. 


malmsey maáà:mzi strong sweet wine. XV 
(malmesey). - MDu., MLG. malmesie, -eye 
(in medL. malmasia), f. Gr. place-name 
Monemvasia (Movepßacia) in the Morea, of 
which the var. Malvasia gave MALVOISIE. 

Malpighian melpi-gion (anat.). xix. f. 
name of Marcello Malpighi (1628-94), 
Italian physician; see -IAN. 

malt mòlt barley, etc., for brewing. OE. 
malt, (mealt) = OS. malt (Du. mout), 
(O)HG. malz, ON. malt :- CGerm. (exc. 
Gothic) *maltaz n. (whence Finnish maltas 
and Slovene mlato), rel. to Germ. *malta- or 
*maltu- (cf. Skr. mridu) soft, repr. in OHG. 
malt (G. malz) soft, weak, ON. maltr rotten ; 
f. base of MELT. Hence ma'ltsrER. xiv. 


maltha mez:lps kind of cement xv; bitu- 
men, mineral pitch or tar. xvit. ~ L.— Gr. 
máltha, mdlthé mixture of wax and pitch. 

Malthusian melp/Ji-zion pert. to Thomas 
Robert Malthus (1766-1835), who advocated 
checks on the growth of population; see 
-IAN. 


malvaceous mezlvei:fias pert. to the mal- 
lows. xvit. f. L.. malvaceus (Pliny), f. malva 
MALLOW ; see -ACEOUS. 

malversation mzlvorseríon corrupt ad- 
ministration. XVI. — F. malversation, f. 
malverser — L.. male versdri (male ill, MAL- 4- 
versari behave, conduct oneself, f. vers-, pp. 
stem of vertere turn (see -WARD, WORTH). 

malvoisie mza'lvoizi (arch.) malmsey. xiv. 
ME. malvesin, malvesie — OF, malvesie, from 
the F. form (cf. It. Malvasia) of the place- 
name Monemvasia; see MALMSEY. € The 
forms in -in, -yn suggest an OF. adj. forma- 
tion; cf. medL. vinum malvasinum; the 
present form is that of modF. 

mam mem (dial.) mother, xvi. prob. repr. 
a child’s earliest instinctive attempts to 
articulate; cf. MAMMA. {€ Identical with 
W. mam mother, but this is unlikely to be 
the immed. source. Hence mammy’, XVI. 


mamamouchi mæməmü'tfi typical pom- 


MAN 


pous-sounding title. xvir (Dryden). The 
mock-Turkish title conferred by the Sultan 
on M. Jourdain in Moliére’s ‘Le Bourgeois 
Gentilhomme’ (1670). 

mameluke me:moaliik one of the military 
body, orig. Caucasian slaves, that seized the 
throne of Egypt in 1254. xvi. — F. mameluk 
(OF. mamelus), It. mammalucco, Sp., Pg. 
mameluco, medL. mameluc, -uchus — Arab. 
mamlük slave, sb. use of pp. of malaka 
possess. 

mamilla momilo nipple. xvi. L., dim. 
of mamma breast, teat; see next. Hence 
ma‘millary. xvii; after L. mdmillaris. 


mamma}, mama moma: mother. XVI. 
repr. redupl. of a syllable instinctively 
uttered by young children, who are also 
taught to use it as their word for ‘mother’, 
esp. where the ordinary word in the language 
begins with m; of IE. origin, *mammdá being 
repr. by Gr. mámmé, L. mamma (mother, 
teat, breast; see next), OSI, Russ., Lith. 
mama, Ir., W. mam. The L. word is repr. 
in Rom. by F. maman xvi, It. mamma, Sp. 
mama (mamd from F.), Rum. mumd. In 
educated Eng. use pronounced mama‘; dial. 
and U.S. vars. are me*msa, moms. Short- 
ened to ma ma (dial. and U.S.) xix. 

mamma? mz:mo (anat.) breast in mam- 
mals. xvii. L. (see prec.) Hence ma-m- 
MARY. XVII, 

mammal mz-mel (xrx) animal of the class 
mammalia momerlio, who suckle their 
young XVII. modL. (Linnzus), n. pl. of 
L. mammális, f. mamma ; see prec., -AL!. 

mammee mami large tree of tropical 
America. XVI. - Sp. mamei (whence F. 
mamey), of Haytian origin, whence modL. 
mammea (Linnzus). 

mammet see MAUMET. 

mammon mæ'mən (personification of) 
riches. xvr (Tindale, following Luther). 
Earlier Mammona (e.g. in PPI.) as a proper 
name for ‘the devil of covetousness’ = late L. 
(Vulg.) mam(m)ona, mam(m)on - N.T.Gr. 
mam(m)onás (Matt. vi 24, Luke xvi 9, 11, 13) 
— Áramaic mámóndá, mámón riches, gain. 

mammoth mz:mop large extinct elephant. 
XVIII. — Russ. țmammot (Ludolf, 1696), 
now mdmont, of Ostiak (Siberian) origin. 
The Eng. form, F. mammouth, and G. 
mammut are ult. due to misreading of ou 
for on in Tatar mamont, said to be f, mama 
‘earth’ because the animal was supposed to 
have burrowed. 


mamsell mzmze:l. x1x (Thackeray). = F. 
mam’ selle MADEMOISELLE. 


man mæn pl. men human being; adult 
male OE. ; vassal, manservant XII; (dial.) 
husband xi. OE. man(n), mon(n), d.sg. 
menn (1—- *menni), pl. menn (:— *manniz), also 
manna, monna, corr. to OF ris. man, mon, 
OS. man, OHG. man sg. and pl. (Du. man, 
G. mann, pl. with numerals mann, new for- 
mations mannen, männer), ON. maðr, rarely 
mannr (g, manns, pl, menn), Goth, manna 
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(g. mans, pl. mans, mannans); the various 


forms belong to two Germ. stems *mann-, 
*mannon-; a third stem *manno- is repr. by 
the tribal names Alemanni (see ALEMANIC) 
and Marcomanni ‘boundary-people’ ; a pre- 
Germ. *manw-, *mane- appears in Mannus 
(Tacitus’ ‘Germania’), a founder of the West 
Germanic peoples, and links with the base 
of Skr. mdnu- man, mankind, Mdnu pro- 
genitor of mankind, mdnusha man, and OSI. 
(with g-suffix) »igzí. 

The prominent sense in OE. was ‘human 
being’, the words distinctive of sex being 
wer and wif, wép(n)man and wifman WOMAN. 
In some Germ. langs. this sense is expressed 
by deriv. (orig. adj.) in -isk- -1sH? (e.g. OS., 
OHG. mennisco, Du., G. mensch), the simple 
word having at the same time specialized 
applications of the sense, as in Du. iemand, 
G. jemand anybody, Du., G. niemand no- 
body, Du. men, G. man ‘one’, people. 

The sense ‘ship’ (as in Frenchman) appears 
in xv; so merchantman, (East) Indiaman. 
Among spec. phr. is man-at-arnis xvi (for- 
merly tman of arms, Gower), tr. OF. homme 
d'armes and à armes ; cf. medL. homo ad arma 
(x111). The sense of ‘piece’ used in chess ap- 
pears uncompounded c.1400, and in XV in 
chesemen and tabilmenys (1469), tabylle man 
(1483), after AN. Aum, medL. homo. Hence 
man vb. Late OE. (ge)mannian, with corr. 
forms in other langs. ma:nuHOooD, T-HEAD 
Xnr. mna:nnisH! [human; masculine xiv 
(Ch.); pert. to a grown man XVI; charac- 
teristic of a male xvii. repl. OE. mennisc 
(of CGerm. origin). ma-nsLAUGH:TER XVII 
(Cursor M.; leg. xv); superseded Tman- 
slaught, OE. (Anglian) mannslæht, the second 
el. being :— Germ. *slaytiz, f. *slay- SLAY. 


manacle mz'nokl fetter for the hand. xiv. 
ME. manicle - (O)F. manicle handcuff, also 
(as in modF.) gauntlet = L. manicula little 
hand, handle, in medL. gauntlet, dim. of 
manus hand (see MANUAL); assim. later to 
words in -acle. Hence vb. xiv. 


manage me‘nid3 training of a horse; 
action and paces of a horse XVI; riding- 
school xvir  — It. maneggio (whence F. 
manège), f. maneggiare (= Pr. manejar, 
Sp. manosear) :- Rom. *manidiare, f. manus 
hand (see MANUAL), whence ma'nage vb. 
train (a horse) ; handle, wield ; conduct (an 
affair), control (a person) XVI; do success- 
fully xvir. First in the form manege, the 
ending of which was early assim. to -AGE; 
but in the techn. uses the F. form finally 
prevailed. In XVII-XVIII the vb. was often 
identified with F. ménager use sparingly (see 
MÉNAGE). Hence ma'nageMENT. XVI. 


manakin me‘nakin small gaily-coloured 
passerine bird. XVIII. var. of MANIKIN. 
@ Hence modL. Manacus as the generic 
name. 


manatee mænoəti' large aquatic cetacean. XVI. 
- Sp. manati ~ Carib manattoui. Q] Identi- 
fied with modL. mandtus having hands, with 
ref. to the hand-like fins. 


manchet mæ'ntfit (hist.) finest wheaten 
bread; small loaf of this. xv. perh. f. 
tmaine (xv), aphetic of demaine in pain- 
demaine-FTcheat (Xv) wheaten bread of 
second quality ; or dim. of AN. *menche for 
Tdemenche :— L.. dominica, fem. of dominicus 
DOMINICAL. 


manchineel mzant[inil W. Indian tree 
Hippomane Mancinella. xvil. — F. mance- 
nille - Sp. manzanilla, dim. of manzana 
apple, alt. form of OSp. mazana (== Pg. 
mazda) = L. matidna (sc. poma, mala apples), 
n.pl., taken as sg., of Matianus, f. Matius, 
current designation of Gaius Mattus Calvena, 
author of a book on cookery, after whom the 
apple (malum Matianum) was prob. named. 


manciple mz:nsipl official who purchases 
provisions. x11 (AncrR.). ~ AN., OF. man- 
ciple, var. of mancipe :- L. mancipium pur- 
chase, slave (orig. one obtained by legal 
purchase), f. manus hand--*cip-, capere 
take; see MANUAL, CAPTURE, 


mancus  me'gkos (hist) Anglo-Saxon 
money of account. OE. mancus = OS. 
mancus, OHG. (acc. pl.) manchussa - medL. 
mancusus, = Arab. manqüs, sb. use (sc. dindr 
DINAR) of pp. of zaqasa paint, embroider, 
engrave, strike (coin). 


-mancy repr. (O)F. -mancie - late L. -man- 
tia — Gr. manteia divination, f. mantetiesthai 
prophesy, f. madntis prophet, diviner. Some 
of the comps. with this ending repr. words 
recorded in Gr., as chiromancy, necromancy, 
others of late L. or medL., as geomancy, 
hydromancy ; and others have been formed 
on Gr. models, as crystallomancy, lithomancy. 
@ Lydgate in ‘Assembly of the Gods’, 
c.1420, has: Adryomancy, Ornomancy, 
Pyromancy (1. 869). 


mandamus mendeirmos (leg.) royal writ 
directing the performance of a certain act. 
XVI. — L. ‘we command’, tst pers. pl. pres. 
ind. of manddre (see MANDATE). 


mandarin! mæ'ndərin Chinese official (the 
native name is kwan). XVI. — Pg. mandarim 
(after mandar command)- Malay mantri 
— Hindi mantri z= Skr. mantrin counsellor, 
f. mantra counsel, f. man (see MIND). So F. 


mandarin? mæ'ndərin small kind of 
orange. XIX. —F. mandarine (sc. orange; 
cf. Sp. naranja mandarina), fem. of mandarin 
(see prec.) ; prob. so named from the yellow 
of mandarins' costume. 


mandate mæ'ndeit, -it command, spec. 
legal or judicial xv1 ; commission or contract 
by which one acts for another xvii. — L. 
mandátum, sb. use of n. pp. of mandare en- 
join, commit, f. manus hand-- *do (dare) 
give; see MANUAL, -ATEl, So ma:ndataRy 
XVII, mandatory xvi. -late L. mandd- 
tarius, mandatorius. 


mandible me-ndibl jaw, jawbone. XVI. 
— OF. mandible, later mandibule, or its source 
late L. mandibula, -ulum, f. mandere chew. 
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mandilion mzndiljen (hist.) loose coat or 

cassock. xvi. = F. mandilion = Ít. mandi- 
glione, augm. of mandiglia - F. mandille, 
earlier mandil = Sp. mandil = Arab. mandil 
sash, turban cloth, handkerchief = medGr. 
mandélion — L. mantélium, -télum MANTLE. 


mandolin mæ'ndəlin instrument of the 

lute kind. xvii. — F. mandoline = It. mando- 
lino, dim. of mandola, var. of mandora; cf. 
BANDORE, PANDORE. 


mandragora  mendre'goro plant of S. 
Europe and the East having emetic and 
narcotic properties. In OE. in L. form; in 
ME. anglicized or — (O)F. mandragore = 
medL. mandragora, L. -as — Gr. mandra- 
góras, prob. of pre-Hellenic origin. The 
L. form has been established since Sh. 
(Othello! rr ii 330). 
mandrake mæ'ndreik mandragora. XIV. 
ME. also -ag(g)e, prob. - MDu. mandrage, 
mandragre~medL.. MANDRAGORA 5 alt. to man- 
drake was prob. in allusion to the man-like 
form of the root of the plant, and assoc. with 
DRAKE! dragon (cf. the var. tmandragon) 
because of the plant’s supposed magical 
properties. 


mandrel, -dril me ndral A. miner's pick 
Xv1; B. arbor of a lathe xvir; C core of cast 
or moulded metal xvir. Of unkn. origin; 
senses B and C are identical with those of 
F. mandrin (late xvii). 


mandrill mæ'ndril largest of the baboons. 
XVIII. app. f. MAN-+DRILL?. 


manducation mzndjuker[on eating xvi; 
chewing xvir. — late L. mandiicatid(n)-, f. 
L. mandücave, f. mandiicé guzzler, f. mandere 
chew. 


mane mein long hair on the back of the 
neck of certain animals. OE. manu = OF ris. 
mana, (M)Du. mane, OHG. mana (G. mähne, 
with irreg. mutation), ON. mgn :- Germ. 
*mand. @ 'The orig. meaning of IE. *non- 
appears to have been 'neck'; derivs. with 
the senses ‘neck, nape of the neck, mane’ 
are Olcel. makki (Sw., Da. manke), Olr. 
muin, muinel, mong, Skr. mdnya, and with 
the sense ‘necklace, collar’ OE. mene, OS. 
meni, OHG. menni pl., ON. men) = *mant-, 
L. monile, Doric Gr. mdn(n)os, ménnos, 
Gaulish maniákës (Polybius), Olr. muince. 


manege mzae'neij see MANAGE. 


manes meirniz souls of the departed, esp. 
as beneficent spirits. (xiv) xvir. L. mdnés 
pl., plausibly (but not certainly) referred to 
mans, mánus good, the opposite of which 
is seen in im-mdnis cruel. 


manganese mz‘nganiz black mineral xv, 
later recognized as an oxide of the mineral so 
named xvin. = F. manganèse = It. manga- 
nese, unexpl. alt. of medL. magnésia (also 
mangnésia) MAGNESIA. 


mange meind5 cutaneous disease of hairy 
and woolly animals. xiv. ME. maniewe, 
later mange, shortened to mange (xvi) - OF. 
manjue, mangeue itch, f. manju-, pres. ind. sg. 


stem of mangier (mod. manger) eat = L. 


mandücáre (see MANDUCATION). Hence 
ma'ngy!. xvi (Skelton). 
mangel-,  mangold-wurzel mez-ngol 


wó'1zol variety of beet. xvii. — G. mangold- 
wurzel, f. mangold, tmanegolt beet-+ wurzel 
root (cf. wort). The altered form G. 
mangelwurzel, due to assoc. with mangel 
want, was sometimes tr. ‘root of scarcity’ 
(so F. racine de disette). 


manger meind3or trough for cattle fodder. 
XIV (manyour, maniore). — (O)F. mangeoire, 
f. mangeure = Pr. manjadoira, Cat. menja- 
dora, It. mangiatoia :- Rom. *mandücatoria, 
f. mandücát- ; see MANDUCATION. 


mangle! mzngl hack or cut about. xiv. 
— AN. mangler, *mahangler (cf. medL. 
mangulare), prob. frequent. of mahaignier 
MAIM ; see -LE?*. 


mangle? mæ'ngl machine for rolling and 
pressing laundered clothing, etc. (an old 
form of which consisted of a stone-filled 
chest worked with a rack and pinion). XVIII. 
—- Du. mangel, short for synon. mangelstoR, 
f. »nangelen mangle 4- sto staff, roller, STOCK ; 
ult. from Gr. mdgganon (see MANGONEL). 


mango mez‘ngou fruit of the tropical tree 
Mangifera indica. xvi (manga, -as). First 
- Pg. manga (whence modL. mangas), later 
altered to the Du. form mango ~ Malay 
mayga - Tamil mdnkdy, f. man mango-tree 
+key fruit. 


mangonel mez-nganel military engine for 
casting stones. XIII. — OF. mangonel, -eile 
(mod. mangonneau), corr. to Pr. manganel, 
It. manganelle, - medL. manganellus, -gon-, 
dim. f. late L. manganum — Gr. mdgganon 
engine of war, axis of a pulley. 


mangosteen mz‘ngostin fruit of the E. In- 
dian tree Garcinia Mangostana. XVI. ~ Malay 
manggustan (now manggis). 


mangrove mz'pgrouv tree of the genus 
Rhizophora, esp. R. Mangle. xvir. Early 
forms mangrowe, mangrave, later assim. to 
GROVE; obscurely connected with Pg. man- 
gue, Sp. mangle (whence F. mangle), all re- 
corded xvi, from the Arawaks of Hayti. 
@ Malay mangi-mangi may be of Pg. origin. 


manhandie mae:nhendl Twield (a tool) xv; 
move by force of men alone xix. f. MAN-+ 
HANDLE. 'lhe sense 'handle roughly' (xix) 
is a distinct development, poss. based on 
dial. manangle, alt. form of MANGLE!. 


mania mernio highly excited form of mad- 
ness XIV (Ch. has manye); great enthusiasm, 
craze XVII. = late L., mania = Gr. maníà, rel. 
to maínesthai be mad, f. *mn- *men-; see 
MIND, -IA!. As a terminal el. it was used in 
later Gr., e.g. in gunaitkomantd mad passion 
for women, hippomanid passionate love of 
horses, on the model of which a number of 
comps. were formed in mod. medical L., 
e.g, nymphomania; later imitations of these 
are kleptomania, megalomania. The cur- 
rency in XVII-XVIII of F. words in -manie, 
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e.g. bibliomanie mania for books, suggested 
corr. Eng. formations in -mania, some of 
which were transitory, e.g. scribbleomania 
(Coleridge). The sbs. in -mania have corr. 
adj. forms in -maniac (one) affected with the 
particular mania. So maniac mei'niæk, 
maniacaL mənaiʻəkəl. XVIL = late L. mania- 
cus —- late Gr. maniakós. 

Manichee mzniki: heretic holding dualistic 
belief in God and Satan. xiv. -late L. 
Manichzus, f. name of the founder of the 
sect, Manes or Manichzus. Also Mani- 
cha"AN. XVI. 


manicure mz-nikjus1 one who treats 1880, 
treatment of 1887, the hands and finger- 
nails. — F.manicure (1877), f. L. manus hand 
-Fcüra care; see MANUAL, CURE. 

manifest mz'nifest clearly revealed, ob- 
vious. xIV (Ch.). — (O)F. manifeste or L. 
manifestus, earlier manufestus, f. manus hand 
(see MANUAL)+ *festus struck (cf. infestus 
dangerous), f. base of défendere DEFEND. So 
ma‘nifest vb. xiv(Ch.). - (O)F. manifester 
or L. manifestáre. raanifesta-TION. xv.- 
late L. manife-sto proof; public declara- 
tion, XVII. - It. manifesto (f. the vb. mani- 
festare), whence also ma-nifest sb. Tmani- 
festation XV1; Tmanifesto xvr1; list of ship's 
Cargo XVIII. 


manifold mz-nifould numerous and varied. 
OE. manigfeald = OF ris. manichfald, OHG. 
managfalt (G. mannigfalt), Goth. manag- 
falps, etc.; CGerm. f. MANY+-FOLD. As sb. 
pl. XIII; see MANYPLIES. 

manikin mæ'nikin little man, dwarf xvir 
(Sh.); artist’s lay figure xvi11. ~ Du. manne- 
ken (cited by Dee 1570), dim. of man MAN; 
see -KIN. Cf. MANNEQUIN. 

manilla! monilo ring of metal worn by 
African tribes. xvi. = Sp. manilla (= Pg. 
manilha, It. maniglia), prob. dim. f. mano 
hand (see MANUAL). 


manilla? məni'lə short for Manilla hemp. 
XIX; the correct form is Manila, name of the 
capital of the Philippine Islands. 


manille monil second best trump or 
honour at quadrille and ombre. xvir (mal- 
lilio ; in Pope manillio). The current form is 
= F, manille — Sp. maiilla, dim. of mala used 
in the same sense, fem. (sc. carta card) of 
malo bad. 


manioc mæ'niok cassava. xvi. Earliest 
form manihot, from F, (but manioch is found. 
XVII); repr. Tupi mandioca, Guarani mandio, 
which denotes the roots of the plant, the 
leaves being called manisoba, the stalk 
maniba, maniva, and the juice manipuera. 


maniple mez‘nipl] (eccl.) vestment worn 
suspended from the left arm (said to have 
been orig. a napkin); subdivision of the 
Roman legion xvi; Thandful xvri. -— OF. 
maniple (mod. manipule) or L. manipulus 
handful, troop of soldiers, f. manus hand 
(see MANUAL)--an unkn. el. €f In the eccl. 
sense the earlier name was fanon (xv), and 
in OE. handlin 'hand-linen'. 


MANG;UVRE 


manipulation monipjülei:[on method of 
handling chemical apparatus XVIII; manual 
management or examination XIX. = F, mani- 
pulation (= Sp. manipulación, It. mani- 
polazione)- modL. *manipulātið(n-), f. 
*manipulāre, f. manipulus handful (e.g. of 
medicinal ingredients) ; see prec. and -ATION. 
So manipulate’ xrx; after F. manipuler. 


manis  mernis scaly ant-eater. XVIII. 
modL. (Linnzus), said to be a spurious sg. 
of MANES. 


manitou mæ'nitū (among Amer. Indians) 
spirit, fetish. xvi. ~ Algonkin manitu, 
manito, f, manit active pple. of a vb. meaning 
‘surpass’ -+ predic. suffix (‘he or it is manit’). 


mankind mznkaind human species. XIII 
(Cursor M.). repl. Tmankin, OE. mancynn 
(MAN, KIN), by substitution of KIND}. 


manna mzaz'no miraculous food of Exodus 
xvi OE.; juice from the bark of Fraxinus 
Ornus (manna ash) xvi. — late L. manna = 
Hellenistic Gr. mdnna (LXX, NT) ~- Ara- 
maic manna -Heb. mdn, corr. to Arab. 
mann, Egyptian mannu, the word being prob. 
anciently current in the Sinaitic wilderness 
for the exudation of the tree ‘Tamarix gal- 
lica. Traditionally derived (cf. Ex. xvi 15) 
from Aram. mdn hi what is it? @ Current 
in most European langs. with fig. uses. 


mannequin mza'nikin later (F.) form of 
.MANIKIN, in sense ‘lay figure’, 'dress- 
maker's model. xviir. 


manner! mze'noi kind, sort XII; way or 
mode of action; customary practice; (pl.) 
moral character; outward bearing x111; (pl., 
+sg.) external behaviour x1v (Ch.); method 
or style xvit. ME. manere- AN. manere, 
(O)F. manière = Pr. maneira (whence Sp. 
manera, It. maniera) :~ Rom. *manudria 
sb. use of fem. of L. manudrius pert. to the 
hand, in Gallo-Rom. handy, convenient, f. 
manus hand (see MANUAL, -ARY). Hence 
MamnerEeD? showing mannerism. XIX; 
after F. maniéré. mna: nnerisM. c.1800. -IST. 
xvii (Dryden). ma:nnerLy! and -Ly?. xiv. 


manner? meznoi in phr. with the m. with 
the stolen thing in one’s possession, (hence) 
in flagrante delicto. Xv. orig. manor, maner, 
in law-book spelling mainour- AN. mai- 
noure, meinoure, mainoevere, OF. maneuvre 
(see next). The etymol. sense would be ‘act 
or fact (of a crime)’, but law-F. shows the 
concrete sense ‘thing taken’; the phr. pris 
ov mainoure (taken with ‘mainour’) was prob. 
framed to repr. OE. æt hæbbendre handa 
gefangen taken with the hand holding (the 
theft). 


manœuvre, U.S. maneuver moni:val, 
mənjü'vəı evolution of naval or military 
forces. XVIII. — F. maneuvre (OF. man- 
uevre), f. mancouvrer (whence Pr. Pg. 
manobrar, Sp. maniobrar, lt. manovrare, 
and manceuvre vb. xviii) :- medL. manu- 
operáre, for L. manü operári (-àre) work 
with the hand ; see MANUAL, OPERATE. 
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mantissa menti-so unimportant addition 





manometer  mono'mitoi instrument for 


measuring the elastic force of fluids. xviir. 
— F. manométre (Varignon), f. Gr. manós 
thin, rare; see -METER. 


manor mz'noi mansion, country resi- 
dence xiI1 ; Tmansion of a lord with the land 
appertaining XIV; territorial unit, orig. a 
feudal lordship xvi. ME. maner(e) - AN. 
maner, OF. maneir, (now) manoir dwelling, 
habitation (latinized manerium, -eria), sb. 
use of maneir dwell :- L. manére remain, in 
Rom. dwell; see MANSION. The sp. with -or 
(Xvi) is alt. of mannor, which succeeded to 
manner, manoir. Hence manoriAL mon3d°- 
rid. xvin; after AL. manéridlis (whence 
tmane‘rial xviii). 


-mans unexp]. suffix in thieves’ cant of 
XVI-XVII, as crackmans hedge, darkmans 
night, harmans stocks. 


mansard mez‘nsaid broken roof. XVIII. 
— F. mansarde (phr. couvert à la mansarde, 
toit en mansarde), f. name of the F. architect 
Francois Mansard (1598-1666). 


manse mens tmansion house xv; (hist.) 
measure of land sufficient to support a 
family ; ecclesiastical residence xvi. - medL. 
mansus, mansa, mansum dwelling, house, 
measure of land, f. màns- (see next). 


mansion mæ'nfən ‘tdwelling, abiding; 
Tabiding-place xiv; tmanor-house xvi: 
stately residence x1x. —(O)F. mansion — L. 
manst6(n-) stay, station, abiding-place, quar- 
ters (whence (O)F. maison house), f. máns-, 
pp. stem of manére remain, stay, rel. to Gr. 
ménein, mimnein, Arm. mnam I remain. 


mansuetude me-nswitjid (arch.) gentle- 
ness. XIV (Ch.). — (OJF., or L. mánsuétüdo, 
f. maánsuétus gentle, f. manus hand --suétus 
accustomed ; see MANUAL, DESUETUDE. 


manswear mz'nsweoI (chiefly Sc.) com- 
mit perjury OE.; perjure xiv. OE. mdn- 
swerian, f. mdn wickedness (== OFris., OS. 
mén, OHG. mein, surviving in meineid per- 
jury, ON. mein) :- CGerm. (exc. Gothic) 
*mainam, rel. to MEAN! J- swerian SWEAR. So 
pp.ma:nsworn perjured. xii (Cursor M.). 


mantel mz-ntel movable shelter for be- 
siegers; piece of timber supporting the 
masonry above a fireplace (hence mantel- 
piece, -shelf, ttree). xv. var. of MANTLE, 
with senses derived from F. manteau (m. de 
cheminée), Tmantel. 


manticore me:ntikia: fabulous monster 
having a lion’s body, a man's head, etc. xit. 
~ L. mantichéra - Gr. mantikhórás, corrupt 
reading in Aristotle’s ‘Historia Animalium’ 
(quoting Ctesias) for martikhdrds - OPers. 
word meaning ‘man-eater’, f. martiya- (mod. 
mard) man 4- x"ar- (mod. xurden) eat. 


mantis me'ntis insect which holds its fore- 
legs in a position suggesting hands folded 
in prayer. XVIIL. - modL.- Gr. mántis 
prophet, diviner, f. *mn- (see MANIA). 
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XVII; (math.) decimal part of a logarithm 
XIX. = L. mantissa, -isa makeweight, said to 
be of Etruscan origin. 


mantle mæ'ntl loose sleeveless cloak XIII; 


applied to various coverings from xiv. ME. 
mantel - OF. mantel (mod. manteau) = Pr. 
mantel, Sp. mantillo :- L. mantellum, var. of 
mantélum (:~ *mantergsli- ‘hand-wiper’) and 
rel. to mantélium, -éle, mantilium, -ile towel, 
napkin, table-cloth, with shortened derivs., 
late L. mantus, medL. mantum (Isidore), 
*manta short cloak, whence Sp., It. manto 
(F. mante), Pr. manta cloak, Sp. manta 
blanket, tapestry, whence dim. mantilla 
woman’s veil; perh. ult. of Celtic origin. 
Many adoptions of the Rom. forms or their 
derivs. are or have been current: -mant 
XVII — F. mante = Pr. manta or Sp. manto; 
manta xvii; ma:nteau xvi1 ; fmantee'l - 
F. mantille - Sp. mantilla; MANTEL; man- 
t(e)let cape, cloak xiv; movable shelter for 
men-at-arms XVI ; screen for men working a 
gunXIX. ~ OF. dim. of mantel; mantelle-tta 
XIX = It. dim. of mantello; manti-lla xvii 
~- Sp.; ma:nto xvIr — It. or Sp.; mantua 
mæ'ntjuə loose gown for women XVII; alt. 
of manteau by assoc. with the It. place- 
name Mantua. Q Germ. derivs. of L. are 
OE., OFris. mentel, OHG. mantal (later -el), 
ON. mottull. Hence mantle wrap in a 
mantle, cover up xiv; of a hawk spreading 
its wings xv; become covered with a coating 
XVI; suffuse or be suffused with glowing 
colour xvii, partly —- OF. manteler. 


Manton mez nten in full Joe M., fowling- 


piece made by Joseph Manton (d. 1835), 
gunsmith. - 


manu- mæ'nju repr. abl. sg. of L. manus 


hand (see next) as in MANUFACTURE, MANU- 
SCRIPT; e.g. manudu'ction guidance XVI, 
manumi'ssion xv, after L. 


manual mæ'njuəl pert. to the hands; auto- 


graph (e.g. in sign m. ~ OF. seing manuel). 
xv. Earliest form manuel (later assim. to L.) 
-(O)F. manuel (corr. to Sp. manual, It. 
manuale) — L. manudlis, f. manus hand, rel. 
to OE. mund, OHG. munt hand, protection, 
ON. mund hand (cf. Goth. manwus ready); 
see -AL!, As sb. small book for handy use 
(xv) based ult. on late L. manuále (tr. Gr. 
éyxetpióuov), sb. use of n. of adj. ; as a term for 
the keyboard of an organ (xix) dist. from 
pedal. 


manucode mez:njukoud bird of paradise. 


XIX. — F. manucode (Buffon), shortening of 
modL. manucodiata (used in Eng. xvi-xvit1), 
- Malay manug déwata “bird of the gods’. 


manufacture mznjufe'ktfo1 Tproduct of 


manual labour xv1; fmanual work ; making 
things by physical labour or mechanical 
power, thing so made xvi (Bacon) -F. 
manufacture (xvi) - It. manifattura (XIV), 
with refash. after L. manü factum made by 
hand (see MANUAL, FACT, -URE). So manu- 
fa:ctory XVII; after FACTORY. 


MANURE 


MARAUDER 





manure monjuo: foccupy, administer; 
ftill, cultivate xiv; (from the sb.) apply 
manure to XVI. Earliest forms maynoyre, 
-0ure, manour — AN. mainoverer, OF. man- 
o(u)vrer MANCEUVRE; assim. in ending to 
-URE. Hence manu-re sb. dung or compost 
used for fertilizing XVI; str. ma:nure as late 
as Cowper’s ‘The Task’ (1784); in some 
dial, (mz-noz), repr. earlier by man(n)or, -er, 
-ar (XVI). 

manuscript me‘njiskript adj. written by 
hand; sb. writing; codex. xvi. —medL. 
manüscriptus, i.e. manü with the hand, abl. 
of manus and scriptus, pp. of scribere write ; 
see MANUAL, SCRIPTURE, and cf. F. manuscrit, 
It. manoscritto, Sp. manuscrito. 


Manx menks pert. to, people or language 
of, the Isle of Man. xvi. Earlier Manks 
~ (with metathesis) ON. *Manskr (whence 
immed. tManiske xvi), f. Man- (nom. Mon 
:-*Manu-Olr. Manu)---skr -1sn!. 


xiii. OE. merran (WS. mierran) — OFrtis. 
meria, OS. merrian hinder (Du. marren 
fasten, tie up, loiter), OHG. marren, merren 
hinder (MHG. merren), ON. merja bruise, 
crush, Goth. (CGerm.) marzjan cause to 
stumble. Q The WGerm. *marrjan was 
adopted in Rom. and is repr. by OF. marrir 
lead astray, distress (surviving in F. marri 
grieved), Sp. marrido grieved, and (with 
prefix) OF., Pr. esmarit strayed, It. smarrire 
bewilder. Q| Prefixed to sbs. (in object rela- 
tion) to form comps. meaning ‘a person or 
thing that mars . .'; esp. in the pseudonym 
"Martin Marprelate! of writers of violent 
anti-episcopal tracts (1588-9); gen. in mar- 
all (Florio, 1611), mar-hawk (Turbervile, 
1575), marplot (as the name of a character 
in Mrs. Centlivre’s ‘Busie Body’, 1708). 


marabou mæ'rəbū large stork or heron of 


W. Africa; downy feathers of these birds. 
xix. - F. marabout - Arab. murábit; see 
next (the stork is said to be mrabt holy). 


man ‘ni i ` 
y me'ni a great number of (with a, an | marabout mæ'rəbūt Mohammedan her- 


xu), OE. manig, monig, later mænig, corr. 
to OFris. man(i)ch, monich, menich, OS. 
manag, MDu. menech, Du. menig, OHG. 
manag, menig (MHG. manec, G. manch), 
OEN. *mangr (OSw. mangher), Goth. 
manags t- CGerm. *managaz, *manizaz :- 
IE. *monogho- *menogho-, whence also OSI. 
münogü much (Russ. mmnógi), Olr. menice 
abundant (Ir. minic), Gael. minig frequent, 
W. mynych often. As sb. in a (great) many 


mit XvII; shrine marking the burial-place 
of one xIx. In various forms repr. the orig. 
Arab. or derivs. therefrom ; the present form 
is =F. marabout- Pg. marabuto = Arab. 
murábit hermit, monk, orig. one who betook 
himself to a frontier station (ribd?) to acquire 
merit against the infidel. 


maracock mez‘rakok fruit of Amer. passion- 


flower. xvit. — Virginian Algonkin. 


(of), etc. XVI; orig. modelled on a few, but | maranatha mærənæ'þə Aram. phr. (in Gr. 


also assoc. with MEINIE. @ The old pronunce. 
mæ'ni survives in manirForLp ma:nifould 
(OE. manigfeald) ; me:ni (from xr11) may be 
due to the analogy of ani]eni ANY. 


manyplies me'niplaiz (dial) omasum. 
XVIII (monyple, manyplus). £. MANY-- pl. of 
PLY ; modelled on synon. manifold-s (x111). 


Maori ma-óri, mauo:ri (member of) abori- 


form maranathd) occurring in 1 Cor. xvi 22, 
variously interpreted as md@ran athd our 
Lord has come, or marand ’thé O our Lord, 
come thou; often erron. regarded as com- 
posing with the word preceding it in the 
text, a formula of imprecation, ANATHEMA 
maranatha (e.g. in the Wycl. Bible ‘be he 
cursid, Maranatha, in the comynge of the 
Lord’); hence used for a terrible curse. 


inal race of New Zealand. = i : = : 
B à XIX. ~ native | maraschino mszroskinou liqueur made 


name, said to mean 'of the usual kind'. 


map mzp representation of the earth’s sur- 
face or of the heavens. xvi. - medL. mappa, 


from the marasca cherry. xvii. It., f. 
marasca, aphetic of amarasca (sc. ciliegia 
cherry), f. amaro — L. amarus bitter. 


-6 
short for mappa mundi ‘sheet of the world’, | marasmus more'zmas (path.) wasting 


i.e. mappa (in class. L. table-cloth, NAPKIN), 
mundi g. of mundus world. Q Mappa mundi 
is repr. by (O)F. mappemonde (whence ME. 
mappemonde xiv, Ch.), etc. Hence map vb. 
XVI. 


maple merpl tree of the genus Acer. In 


disease. xvii. modL.- Gr. marasmos, f. 
marainein wither, waste (see AMARANTH). 


Marathi márüiti pert. to, language of, 


Maratha (a large district of India) :- 
Skr. Mahdrashtra ‘great kingdom’. XVII 
(Moratty). 


OE. mapeltréow, mapulder maple-TREE; cf. Marathon mz':ropon name of the place at 


OS. mapulder, MLG. (with alteration of 
final element) mapeldorn. The simplex is 
first recorded xrv (Ch.). @ A parallel form 
with orig. t instead of p is found in OHG., 
mazggaltra (G. massholder, masseller). 


maquis mæ'ki underground patriotic move- 
ment in France in the war of 1939-45. F.; 
‘scrub’ — It. macchia spot, (hence) thicket 
appearing as a spot on a mountain side :- 
L. macula (cf. MAIL). 

mar mài Thinder; jspoil impair OE.; 
harm, injure, ruin (now in lighter sense) 
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which the Athenians defeated the Persians 
in 490 B.C., applied to a long-distance foot- 
race introduced at the revived Olympic 
Games at Athens (1896) in allusion to the 
feat of the Gr. runner who brought the news 
of the battle to Athens. 


> | marauder mor»doi one who roves in 


search of plunder. xvit (maroder). ~F. 


maraudeur, f. marauder, whence, or as back- 


formation from the agent-noun, marau:d 
vb. xvni. The F. vb. is f. maraud rogue, 
vagabond, scoundrel (xv), of unkn. origin. 


MARAVEDI 


MARINADE 





maravedi meravei‘di Sp. coin. xv. — Sp. 
maravedi — Arab. Murdbitin (pl. of murdbit 
MARABOUT), name of a Moorish dynasty, 
usu. called Almoravides (with prefixed Arab. 
article AL-*), which reigned at Cordova 
1087-1147. 


marble mi-sbl] limestone in a crystalline 
state. XII (7marbelston). ME. marbel, marbre 


müre, OE. *mére, *miere, myre :- Germ. 
(not in Gothic) *maryjón (OFris., MLG., 
MDu. mer(rye, OHG. mar(ijha, Du. merrie, 
G. mähre, ON. merr), f. *maryaz horse 
(OHG. marah, ON. marr) += *markos, repr. 
also by Gaulish acc. sg. márkan (Pausa- 
nias), (O)Ir., Gaelic marc, W. march. Cf. 
MARSHAL. 


- OF. marble, by dissim. from (O)F. marbre | mare? see NIGHTMARE. 


= Pr. marme, Sp. mármol, It. marmo, Rum. 
marmure = L. marmor = Gr. mármaros shin- 
ing stone, orig. stone, block of rock, but 
later assoc. with marmairein shine. @ The 


maremma məre'mə low marshy land by 


the sea-shore. xix. It. :- L. maritima (sc. 
óra shore); see MARITIME. 


L. word was adopted early in Germ., as OE. | margarine (strictly) rmoa'1gorin, (pop.) 


marma, marm-, marmal-, marmor|stan, OHG. 
marmul (G. marmel), etc. 


marc maáàik refuse after grapes are pressed. 
XVII (marre, Holland). — F. marce, f. marcher 
tread, MARCH. Q An obscure var. murk, 
murc, mirk was current XVII—XIX. 


marcasite mā'kəsait (crystallized) iron 
pyrites. xv. —medL. marcasita (whence 


máid3orrn legal name (by 50 & 51 Vict. 
c. 29, an. 1887) for any substitute for butter ; 
repl. OLEOmargarine, in which margarine 
repr. Chevreul’s term for the glyceride of 
his ‘margaric acid’, f. F. margarique (whence 
margaric maige'rik xix), f. Gr. mdrgaron, 
margarítes pearl, with ref. to the pearly 
lustre of the crystals or scales of the acid. 


also F. marcassite, etc.) — Arab. margashita | M@rsaux marigou, margo claret made in 


— Pers. ; assoc. with -ITE. 
marcella maisedo twilled cotton or linen 


the commune of Margaux, Gironde, France. 
XVIII (Margose, -ou). 


fabric. xix. f. Marseilles, France. margay mā'igei S. Amer, tiger cat. XVIII. 


march! maàitf third (in the Roman pre- 
Julian calendar, first) month of the year. 


- F. margay (Buffon), alt. of margaia (Claude 
d'Abbeville 1614) — Tupi mbaracaia. 


XH (marrch, Orm). —- OF. march(e), north- | margin  mà'udsin part just within the 


eastern var. of marz, (also mod.) mars :- L. 
Martiu-s (sc. ménsis month; lit. month of 
Mars), whence also Pr. martz, Sp., It. marzo, 
and OHG. marzeo, merzo (G. märz), MDu. 
maerte, merte (Du. Maart), etc. 


march? müirtf boundary. xim (RGlouc.). 
— (O)F. marche — Pr., Sp., It. marca = Rom. 
(medL.) marca - OFrank. *marka :- Germ. 
*markó MARK!, So march vb. border upon. 


boundary of an object. xiv. — L. margin-, 
margó, rel. to MARKl. Little used in xvii, its 
place being taken by the altered form mar- 
gent (xvi; earlier marjant xv), with which 
cf, ANCIENT, etc. F. marge was adopted in 
Eng. (now poet.) marge m4id3. xv. So 
ma‘rginat!, xvi. =medL. marginalia 
máids3inerlio. xix (Coleridge). — n. pl. of 
medL. marginalis. 


xiv (R. Mannyng). - OF. marchir, f. marche. | margrave müugreiv German title orig. of 


march? máàastj walk in a military manner. 
xvi. —(O)F. marcher walk, orig. tread, 
trample (whence mod. techn. felt, full) :- 
Gallo-Rom. *marcdre, f. late L. marcus 


the governor of a border province. xvi. 
- MDu. markgrave = OHG. marcgrdvo (G. 
markgraf); see MARK!; the second el. is of 
obscure origin. 


hammer. Hence or = F. marche (f. marcher) marguerite méaigari-t daisy. XIX. -= F. 


march sb. xv1. Q In the military sense the 
F. vb. has been adopted in many Eur. langs. 


marchioness ma‘ifones wife or widow of 
a marquis. XVI. — medL. marchionissa, f. 


marchió(n-) prop. captain of the marches, 
f. marca MARCH? ; see -ESS!. 


marchpane  maà'-tfpein marzipan. xvi. 
'The various forms, march-, marts-, maza-, 
-pain(e), -pan(e), repr. diverse Continental 
forms, as F. tmarcepain (mod. massepain), 
It. marzapane, Sp. mazapan, G. marzipan 
MARZIPAN (the present current form). 


marconigram miaikou-nigrem wireless 


form (adopted xv-xvir as Tmargarete, -ite) 
of the female name Margaret, ult. =- L 
margarita - Gr. margarītës, f. márgaron 
pearl, prob. of Oriental origin. 


marigold mz'rigould plant of the genus 


Calendula. xiv. Ín early use often pl. mary- 
goulden, marygoldes; f. proper name Mary 
(presumably with ref. to the Virgin Mary) 4- 
(dial.) gold, OE. golde, prob. rel. to corp. 
@ The marigold is called by names contain- 
ing ‘gold’ and ‘Mary’ in other langs., as Du. 
goldbloem, G. goldblume, MLG. marien- 
blome, MDu. marienbloemkijn ‘solsequium’. 


telegram. 1902. f. name of Guglielmo Mar- | marijuana, marihuana merihwà:no dried 


com, inventor of a system of wireless tele- 
graphy ; see -GRAM. 


leaves of common hemp, smoked as a nar- 
cotic; the plant itself. xix. Amer.-Sp. 


mare’ meai female of the horse, etc. Early | marinade merinei-d pickle, pickled meat 


ME. mare (x11), with stem-vowel from obl. 
cases of OE. mearh horse, finally super- 
seding mére (Ch. has both forms in rhyme), 
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or fish. xvi. —- F. marinade — Sp. marinada, 
f. marinar pickle in brine, f. marino MARINE; 
see -ADE. Hence marina'de vb. XVII. 


MARINE 


MARMOT 





marine marin pert. to the sea. xv. - (O)JF. | mark? mask A. put a mark upon OE.; B. 


marin, fem. marine = Sp., It. marino, -ina 
eL. marinus, f. mare sea, rel. (with excep- 
tional vocalism) to Goth. marei, Ir. muir, 
W., Gaul. mor (as in Aremorici dwellers near 
the sea, thence Armorica), OSI. more; see 
-INE’, So marinEeR* me‘rinal seaman. 
Xil. —- AN. mariner, (O)F. marinier = Sp. 
marinero, 1t. marinaio :- medL. marinárius, 


notice, observe, REMARK XIV. OE. mearcian 
— OFris. merkia, OS. (gi)markon appoint, 
observe (Du. marken), OHG. marchón plan, 
ON. marka mark, observe :— Germ. *marko- 
jan, f. *markó MaARK!. 'lhe Rom. langs. 
have a corr. vb. from the adopted sb., viz. 
(OJF. marquer (the source of some sense of 
the Eng. vb.), Pr., Sp. marcar, It. marcare. 


f. L. marinus. market má'ikit gathering of people for buy- 


Mariolatry see -LATRY. 


marionette marione:t puppet actuated by 
strings. XVII. — F. marionnette, f. Marion, 
dim. of Marie MARY ; see -ETTE. 


marish see MARSH. 


marital ma'ritol pert. to a husband or to 
marriage. XVII. -— L. maritülhs, f. maritus 
husband; see MARRY!, -AL!. 


maritime mza'ritaim pert. to the sea. XVI. 
= (partly through F. maritime) L. maritimus, 
f. mari-, mare sea (see MARINE) + -timus, as in 
fimtimus neighbouring, légitimus LEGITI- 


ing and selling x11; public place for this 
XIII ; (opportunity for, rate of) purchase and 
sale XVI; seat of trade xvii. Early ME. 
market (x11, Peterborough Chron.), recorded 
earlier in the late OE. comp. géarmarkett 
(X1), in which géar YEAR corr. to the g. of 
the native term géares cieping ‘year’s market’ ; 
both simplex and comp. appear to be = OS. 
iarmarket -- OHG. tarmarchat, of which 
the second el. - L. mercátus (in Rom. *mar- 
catus, whence OF. marchiet, mod. marché, 
Pr. markat-z), f. mercári buy, f. merc-, merx 
MERCHANDISE. Hence vb. (as in marketable 
Sh., marketing); cf. G. markten. 


MATE. Early vars. maritayne, -itan(e) -itine | markhor ma-1k51 large wild goat. XIX. 


(XVI-XVIII) depend upon F. tmaritain, t-aim, 
t-itin, which show assim. to other suffixes. 


- Pers. mdarkhor lit. ‘serpent-eater’, f. mar 
serpent -- kÀór -eating. 


marjoram ma-:id3erem plant of the genus | marl mail kind of clayey soil. xiv. = OF. 


Origanum. xıv (Gower). ME. majorane, 
mageram ~ OF. majorane (mod. marjolaine, 
through *marjoraine) = Pr., Sp., It. majo- 
rana, Rum. mdgheran — medL. majorana (in 
Dioscorides maezurana, which has been 
dubiously connected with L. amdracus, Gr. 
amdrakos). @ The Rom. word has passed 
into Germ. and other langs. 


mark? maik A. (hist) boundary (land- 
mark); trace, orig. as a sign OE.; B. target 
XIII (La3.); C. (f. MARK?) remark, note xvi. 
OE. (Anglian) merc, (WS.) mearc — OFris. 
mer(i)ke, OS. marka (Du. mark), OHG. 
marcha (G. mark), ON. mgrk (recorded only 
in derived sense ‘forest’; Sw., Da. mark 
field, ground), Goth. marka :- CGerm. 


marle (still dial.; repl. in modF. by marne) 
:- medL. margila (whence also OHG. mer- 
gil, G. mergel), f. (after argilla white clay) 
L. marga (whence Sp., Olt., etc. marga), 
said by Pliny to be a Gaulish word (but 
Bret. marg does not corr. phonetically ; Bret. 
merl is from F. dial. merle, W. marl and Ir., 
Gael. marla from Eng.). Hence vb. XIV 
(Trevisa); so MDu. marlen. 


marline maà'ijlin (naut.) small line. xv. 


Also marling = Du. marlijn, f. marren bind + 
lijn LINE}, and Du. marling, f. marlen, fre- 
quent. of marren+-ing -ING'; the corr. 
MLG. merlink, marlink has passed into 
other langs., e.g. Sw., Da. merling, F. merlin. 
Hence ma:rlin(g)sPiKr. xvii (Capt. Smith). 


*marké str. fem., beside which some langs. | marm mam see MA’AM. 


have reprs. of an. *markam sign, landmark, 


standard, e.g. MDu., MHG., ON. mark; | marmalade ma-imoleid preserve made by 


rel, to L. margé MARGIN, Olr. mruig (Ir. bruig) 
boundary, territory, W., etc. bro district, 
Gaulish brogae territory (cf. tribal name 
Allo|brogés), Av. marazu boundary, Pers. 
marz landmark. Hence ma-rKsMAN xvi 
(earlier tmarkman xvI) ; see B above. @ The 
Germ. word and its deriv. vb. were adopted 


boiling quinces, oranges, etc., to form a con- 
sistent mass. XVI. — F. marmelade (whence 
G., Du. marmelade, etc.) - Pg. marmelada 
(whence Sp. marmelada), f. marmelo quince 
CL. melinélum — Gr. melímélon kind. of 
apple grafted on a quince, f. méli honey (cf. 
MELLIFLUOUS)-+ mélon apple; see -ADE. 


widely in Rom., e.g. OF. merc, marc m., | marmoset miimoze't tsmall monkey, 


marche fem. MARCH!, north-eastern and 
mod. marque (which has infl. the native Eng. 
word), Pr., Sp., It. marca. 


mark? màik weight of gold or silver ; money 
of account. OE. marc, corr. to OF ris. merk, 


(later) one of the Hapalidz xiv; tgrotesque 
figure xv (Lydg.); Tterm of playful reproach 
xvl. —(O)F. marmouset (latinized marmo- 
setus XIII) grotesque image, little man or 
boy, (dial.) ape, of unkn. origin. 


MDu. marc (Du. mark), MHG. marke, ON. | marmot mā'ımət rodent of the genus 


mork; the Germ. forms, which vary in 
gender, are prob. all - medL. marcus, marca, 
whence also F., Pr. marc, Sp. marco, It. 
marco, -a, perh. ult. identical with MARK}, 
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Arctomys, inhabiting the Alps and the 
Pyrenees. xvii (Topsell, citing Scaliger's 
use of F. marmot; marmotto, Ray; first 
naturalized by Goldsmith and Pennant). 


MAROON 





- F. marmotte (whence Sp., Pg., and It. 
forms), prob. alt. of Romansh murmont :- 
Rom. *murem montis ‘MOUNTAIN MOUSE’ 
(whence OHG. muremunto, G. dial. mur- 
mentel, G. murmeltier, etc.). 


maroon! mori'n tsweet chestnut of S. 
Europe xvi; brownish crimson (as of the 
nutshell) ; firework (box of pasteboard) xvirr. 
- F. marron — It. marrone — medGr, máraon. 


maroon? morü:n negro of Dutch Guiana 
and W. Indies xvii; (in full maroon party), 
pleasure party, picnic xvii. = F. marron, 
Tmaron — Sp. cimarron wild, untamed, run- 
away slave (occas. in Eng. as T'Symeron xvi), 
f. cimarra furred coat; see -00N. Hence 
maroo:n vb. Tpass. and intr. be lost in the 
wilds xvir; put ashore on a desolate coast 
XVIII. 


marque maik Treprisals ; letters of marque, 
orig. royal licence authorizing reprisals on 
a hostile state. xv. — F. marque — Pr. marca, 
f. marcar seize as a pledge, perh. ult. f. 
Germ. *mark- MARK!, sign. 


marquee maiki> large tent. xvir (also 
t+markee). Spurious sg. form deduced from 
marquise (formerly so used in Eng.) appre- 
hended as pl. and assim. in ending to -EE?. 


marquetry, -terie ma‘skitri inlaid work. 
XVI. — F. marqueterie, f. marqueter variegate, 
f. marque MARK! ; see -RY. 


marquis, marquess ma-‘skwis ruler (orig.) 
of a ‘march’ or frontier district; peer be- 
tween the ranks of duke and earl xiv; 
tmarchioness xvi-xvii. ME, marchis, markis 
- OF. marchis, alt. later to marquis after the 
corr. Pr. marques, Sp. marqués; f. Rom. 
“marca  MARCH?-- *-ese :- L. -énsem -ESE; 
prop. adj., sc. comés COUNT*. The sp. with 
-ess (XVI) is used by some holders of the 
title. @ The medL. equiv. was marchio; 
Cf. MARCHIONESS. Hence ma:rquisaATE!. XVI. 
So marquise màikrz kind of pear; tmar- 
quee. XVIII, — F., fem. of marquis. 


marquois ma‘ikwoiz epithet of a scale used 
for drawing equidistant parallel lines. xix 
(sometimes written Marquoi’s, Marquois’s, 
as if possessive of a proper name). alt. of F. 
marquoir ruler used by tailors, f. marquer 
MARK? -- -oir :- L. -órium -onY!, 


marram  mazrom  bent-grass, Psamma 
arenaria, XVII. = ON, mardálmr, f. marr sea, 
MERE! J- Adlmr HAULM ; chiefly E. Angl. 


marrow! me:‘rou soft substance in the 
cavity of bones OE. ; central or vital part xv; 
(vegetable) m., fruit of Cucurbita ovifera xIx., 
OE. mærh, mærg (WS. mearh, mearg), corr. 
to OFris. merg, merch, OS. marg (Du. merg), 
OHG. mar(a)g (G. mark), ON, mergr :- 
CGerm. (exc. Gothic) *mazgam, *mazgaz 
t- TE. *mozgho-, which is repr. also in Slav. 
and Indo-Iranian. 


marrow! mze'rou (dial) companion, mate 
xv (Promp. Parv.); husband, or wife xvr. 
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MARSHAL 


prob. - ON. margr many, fig. friendly, com- 
municative (with special Eng. development). 


marry! mze'r join in or enter into wedlock. 


xit (RGlouc., Cursor M.). - (O)F. marter 
— Pr. Sp. maridar, lt. maritare, Rum. 
mărita :—- L. maritáre, f. maritus married, 
husband (whence (O)F. mari, etc.), usu. re- 
ferred to IE. *mer- *mor-, repr. by various 
words meaning ‘young man’, ‘young woman’. 
So marriacE max rid3 wedlock, wedding. 
xiii (RGlouc., Cursor M.). - (O)F. mariage 
= Sp. maridaje, etc., f. the vb. 


marry? mæ'ri int. xIv (Marie). The name 


of the Virgin Mary used as an oath or ejacu- 
latory invocation; in xvI the oath by Mary 
Gipcy, i.e. by Mary the Egyptian, appears 
to have suggested the addition of the ints. 
gip, gup to Mary, and, as these were used in 

riving horses, come up was later substituted 
for them (Marry come up was used in indigna- 
tion, surprise, or contempt). 


Mars maiz Roman god of war; (astron.); 


(alch.) iron. xiv (Ch). -L. Mars (cf. 
MARTIAL). 


Marsala máüisáàlo species of white wine. 


XIX. f.name of a town on the west coast of 
Sicily. 


Marseillaise màisoleizz, ||mmarsgjeéz national 


song of the French Republic, composed 
1792. XIX. F., fem. (sc. chanson song) of 
Marseillais of Marseilles; so named from 
having been first sung in Paris by a band of 
‘fédérés’ from Marseilles. 


marsh maif low-lying watery land. OE. 


mersé, merisé = MLG. mersch, marsch, MDu. 
mersch(e) (whence G. marsch, Du. marsk) = 
WGerm. *marisk-, whence medL. mariscus, 
the source of (O)F. marais, tmareis, adopted 
in ME. as mar(r)eis, mar(r)ais (xiv), altered 
later to ma:rish (xvi), which is found in 
Spenser, A.V., Milton, Tennyson, and sur- 
vives dial. Hence ma rshy!. xiv. 


marshal m4-1fal high officer of state, of the 


army, Tof a court, in charge of ceremonies 
XIII; Tfarrier (cf. F. maréchal-ferrant) xiv. 
- OF. mareschal (mod. maréchal) — Pr. 
manescalc-s, It. maniscalco, mali-, tmari- 
(It. maresciallo, Sp. mariscal are = F.) += 
Frankish L. mariscalcus (Salic Law) — Germ. 
*maryaskalkaz (OHG. marahscalh, G. 
+marschalk, later marschall), f. *maryaz 
horse (see MARE))4-*skalkaz (OE. séealc) 
servant. For the development from the 
designation of a groom to that of a high 
officer cf. constable. Hence vb. xv. So 
+ma:‘rshalcy office or rank of marshal x1v 
(R. Mannyng) - AN. mareschalcie, OF. 
mareschaucie ; continued in the form ma:r- 
shalsea court formerly held before the 
steward and the knight marshal of the Royal 
Household, (also) a prison in Southwark 
under the latter's control; regarded in XVI- 
XVII as containing the sb. see. 


MARSUPIAL 


MARZIPAN 





marsupial maisji‘pial of or resembling a | Martini! màaitrni short for M.-Henry 


pouch xvii; epithet of mammals having 
a pouch for their young xix. - modL. 
marsüpidlis, f. L. marsipium pouch = Gr. 


(rifle), which combines Martini’s breech 
mechanism with Henry’s barrel. 1870. 


. z . » n *. i 12 a T° 1 1 - - 
marstipion, marsipion, dim. of mdrsipos purse, | Martini’ mautivni name of a gin-and 


bag ; see -AL!. 


vermouth cocktail. xIx. f. name of inventor. 


mart mait Tmarket, fair XV; market-place Martinmas má'1itinmos feast ofthe transla- 


XVI; centre of commerce, emporium XVII. 
= Du. tmart, var. of markt MARKET. 


martagon mia‘itegon Turk’s-cap lily. xv. 
-~ F. martagon = Turk. martagdn orig. form 


tion of St. Martin of Tours, 11 Nov. (in 
Scotland a term-day, in England a time for 
hiring servants and slaughtering cattle). 
xii (RGlouc.). f. Martin-- Mass}. 


of turban adopted by Sultan Muhammed I. | martlet mä'utlit swift; (her.) imaginary 


Martello maszte-lou designation of a so- 
called tower or small circular fort. XVIII 
(Mortella), xıx (Martello). alt., perh. by 
assoc. with It. martello hammer, of the name 
of Cape Mortella in Corsica (It. mortella 
wild myrtle), where there was a tower of this 
kind which the Eng. fleet captured in 1794. 


marten ma-‘itin fur-bearing animal, forig, 

the fur itself. xv. Early forms martren, 
martro(u)n - MDu. martren - OF. martrine 
marten fur, sb. use (sc. peau skin) of martrin, 
f. martre (whence ME. martre XIII) = It. 
martora — WGerm. *marpr- (OHG. mardar, 
G. marder), ext. form of *marpuz (OE. 
mearp, ON. mgrór), whence (O)F. marte, 
Pr. mart-z, Sp. marta. 


martial maà'-i[o] pert. to war or battle xiv 
(marcial, Ch.); pert. to the army, military 
(court martial, martial law); warlike xv; of 
the planet Mars; of iron xvir. — (O)F. ma»- 
tial or L. martidlis, f. Márti-, Márs (for 
Mavors) the Roman god of war, the planet 
fourth in order of distance from the sun, in 
medL. iron (after Gr. A’rés); see -1AL. So 
Martian pert. to the planet Mars xIv 
(marcien, Ch.) ; to the month of March xvrt. 
—- OF. martien or L. Martianus (Martius). 


martin maà'itin bird of the swallow family, 
Chelidon urbica. xv (Sc. martoune). prob. 
a use of the name Martin, a common male 
Christian name, after St. Martin of Tours. 
@ The proper name is applied in F. to 
several birds, as martin-chasseur hen-harrier, 
martin-pécheur kingfisher, and the dim. 
martinet to the swift and the martin. 


martinet maitinet fsystem of drill de- 
vised by General Martinet XVII ; officer who 
is a stickler for discipline; also gen. XVIII 
(Moore). f. name of a F. general, drill- 


bird without feet. xvi. = F. martelet, alt. of 
martinet, dim. of Martin MARTIN. In the 
her. sense F. has merlette (OF. merlete, 
meslete, AN. mer(e)lot), dim. of merle black- 
bird (see MERLE), and the orig. intention 
may have been to represent a ‘little black- 
bird’ without feet, later identified with the 
swift, which has short legs (whence its L. 
specific name apus, Gr. dpous footless, in 
ornithology}. 


martyr mãtar (prop.) one who voluntarily 


undergoes death for the Christian faith. 
OE. martir, corr. to OFris., OS., OHG. 
martir = eccL. martyr = Gr. mdrtur, Æolic 
and late form of mártus, martur- witness, (in 
Christian use) martyr, f. IE. *smer remem- 
ber (see MEMORY); reinforced in ME. by 
OF. martir, martre (mod. martyr); the sp. 
was finally assim. to the L. form. Hence 
ma‘rtyr vb. OE. (ge)martyrian, -martrian, 
ma‘rtyrpom. OE. So martyro:Locy list 
of martyrs. XVI. ~medL. martyrologium 
— ecclIGr. marturológion, (lógos account) ; in 
sense ‘history of martyrs’ a distinct word 
(see -LoGy). The contr. forms medL. marti- 
logium, -legium, gave ME. martiloge, -logie, 
-lage (XIV). 


marvel mā'ıv(ə)l tmiracle x111 (Cursor M.); 


wonderful thing xiv. - (O)F. merveille, corr. 
to Pr. meravelha, Sp. maravilla, It. mera-, 
maraviglia *- CRom. use as fem. sg. of 
mirabilia, n.pl. of L. mirábilis wonderful, 
f. mirári wonder; see MIRACLE, -ABLE. So 
marvel vb. xir. — (O)F. merceiller. ma'r- 
vellovs. xii. —- OF. merveillos (mod. -eux). 


marver miüuvoi glass-blower's polished 


slab of marble or iron. xix. — F. marbre 
MARBLE; workman’s approximation to F. 
pronunc. marbr. 


master of the reign of Louis XIV. Mary mexri mother of Jesus Christ (‘the 


martingale ma-itingeil A. strap for re- 
straining the movements of a horse’s head 
XvI; B. (naut.) rope for guying down the 
jib-boom xvir ; C. doubling the stake when 
losing at cards xix. — F. martingale (Rabe- 
Jais) in chausse à la m. kind of hose fastening 


Blessed Virgin Mary’). OE. Maria, Marie, 
reinforced in ME. by (O)F. Marie = eccl, 
L. Marïa =~ Gr. Marid and Maridm - Heb. 
Miryam Miriam (Exod. xv); in assevera- 
tions from xIv (cf. MARRY’). @ See E. G. 
Withycombe, ‘Dict. Eng. Christian Names’. 


at the back, which has been derived from | marzipan méaizipz:n confectionary made 


modPr. martegalo, fem. of martegal inhabi- 
tant of Martigue in Provence; but connect- 
ing links between these forms and with Sp. 
almartaga halter (of Arab. origin), and the 
relation of senses A, B, C are not known. 
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of a paste of pounded almonds, sugar, 
etc. XIX. = G. marzipan, earlier marcipan, 
etymol. alt. (quasi Marci panis ‘Mark’s 
bread’) of marczapan = It, marzapane 
MARCHPANE, 


MASCLE 


mascle mæ'skl Tspot; Tmesh xiv; (her.) 
lozenge-shaped charge with lozenge-shaped 
opening. xv. — AN. mascle —- AL. mascula, 
alt. of L. macula MAIL! by assoc. with ME. 
mask (see MESH). 


mascot mæ'skət thing supposed to bring 
good luck. xix. -F. mascotte — modPr. 
mascotto, fem. of mascot, dim. of masco 
witch = dial. It. masca witch, pl. ghosts of 
the dead — medL. masca witch (Lombardic 
Laws), of unkn. origin. 


masculine mz:skjiilin tmale (Ch., Trevisa) ; 
(gram.) xiv (of rhyme xvi, Sidney); pert. 
to or characteristic of the male sex XVII. 
— (OJF. masculin, fem. -ine - L. masculinus, 
-ina, f. masculus MALE ; see -INE!. 


mash mae[ malt mixed with hot water to 
form wort OE.; warm food of meal for 
cattle, etc.; pulpy mass. xvi. OE. másé 
(also in comp. mdaxwyrt) = MLG. mésch 
(meschewert), másch, MHG. meisch crushed 
grapes (G. maisch) :- WGerm. *maisk-, of 
unkn. origin, but perh. rel. to OE. miscian 
(see Mix). Hence mash vb. infuse (malt) 
XIV; beat into a pulp xvii. Q ME. meshe, 
meysse (XIII) is independent, pointing to an 
OE. *ma&séían :— *maiskjan. 


masher mæ'fər (sl.) fop posing as a lady- 
killer. Hence mash sb.? and vb. xix (acc. to 
Barrére and Leland in theatrical parlance 
in U.S.A. c.1860). 


mashie me'fi iron golf club with a short 
head. xix. poss. = F. massue club = Rum. 
müciucád *- Rom. *matteüca, f. *mattea, de- 
duced from L. mateola. 


mask mask covering to conceal the face. 
XVI (Berners). = F. masque (cf. MASQUE) = It. 
maschera (whence Sp., Pg. mdscara) = Rum. 
mácard abuse, insult, perh. - Arab. mask- 
harat buffoon, f. sakhira ridicule. Hence vb. 
XvI. @ With the use of disguises at social 
gatherings, etc, the word has spread 
throughout Europe (so medL. masc(h)a vu, 
G., Du., Da. maske, Sw. mask, Serb. masca, 
Russ. mdska). An earlier Eng. fmasker 
(direct from It.), with var. maskeler, was 
current in the first half of xvi. 


maskinonge mez‘skinond3(i) large pike of 
the Great Lakes of N. America. XVIIL. Re- 
corded in a great variety of forms, due 
partly to diversities of native dialect, partly 
to F. pop. etym., which interpreted the word 
as masque long or allongé long mask; ult. 
- Odjibwa mackinonge, micikinonge (c = f), 
f. mac, mici great-++kinonge pike (Cuoq). 


maslin! me:zlin (dial.) brass. OE. mest- 
ling, maslen (x), presumably rel. to MHG. 
mess(e) brass (early mod. and dial. G. mess, 
mesch, möss, mösch) and cogns. with suffixes, 
MDu., MHG. messinc, missinc (Du., G. mess- 
ing), LG. mesken (see -KIN); Icel. messing, 
mersing is of LG. origin. Connexion with 
Czech mosaz, Pol. mosiądz, has suggested 
ult. origin in Gr. Mossánoikos pert. to a 


MASS 


people living on the shore of the Black Sea; 
the OE. word antedates the Continental 
forms and its formation (perh. with -LING’) 
is not certain. 


maslin? mza'zlin (dial) mixed grain. xiv. 
Many vars. typified by mestlyon, mescellin, 
misselin, meslen, maslin - OF. mesteillon :— 
Rom. "*mistiliónem, f. *mistilium (whence F. 
méteil), £. L. sistus, pp. of miscere MIX ; cf. 
MDu. mastelün (Du. masteluin). 


masochism me‘z-, ma'sókizm form of 
sexual perversion in which a member of one 
sex takes pleasure in being dominated by 
one of the other. xix. f. name of Leopold 
von Sacher-Masoch, Austrian novelist, who 
described the condition; see -IsM. Hence 
masochrsric a. Xx. 


mason mei:son builder and worker in stone 
XIII ; FREEMASON xv. Earliest forms machun, 
-oun — ONE. machun; later mascun, masoun 
— OF. masson (mod. maçon) = Pr. masó, 
Pg. magáo :- Rom. *matión- or *mación- (cf. 
medL. machio Isidore viII; matio Reichenau 
Glosses viu), prob. - Germ. *mattjon 
(whence OHG. mezzo, steinmezzo, G. stein- 
metz stonemason), perh. rel. to MATTOCK. 
So ma-sonry. xiv (Ch.). - (O)F. magon- 
nerie, Masonic mo-, meiso'nik esp. pert. 
to freemasons or freemasonry. XVIII. 


mas(s)orah masd‘ra body of tradition re- 
lating to the text of the Hebrew Bible. xvii 
(earlier masoreth, Purchas, B. Jonson). repr. 
Heb. mdsdreth (Exod. xx 37), where it is 
interpreted ‘bond (of the covenant)’, f. asar 
bind, in post-biblical Heb. in the sense 
‘tradition’, as if f. masur hand down. So 
Mas(s)orete me’sdrit one who contri- 
buted to this. xvr (Golding). = F. Massoret 
and modL. Masséréta; orig. misapplication 
of masoreth, with subseq. assum. of the end- 
ing to L. -éta, Gr. -étés. 


masque mask masked ball; histrionic enter- 

tainment consisting of dancing and dumb 
show xVI; dramatic composition for an 
entertainment of this kind xvii. var. of 
MASK, the F. sp. being now restricted to 
these senses. 


masquerade  máàskorerd assembly of 
people wearing masks and diverting them- 
selves with dancing, etc. xvi. First in 
quasi-Sp. forms mascarado, masquerada (see 
-ADO), later superseded by mascarade, and 
(with assim. to MASQUE) masquerade; = F. 
mascarade = It. mascherata or Sp. mascarada, 
f. maschera, máscara MASK ; see -ADE. 


mass! mas, más Eucharistic service. OE. 
messe, messe, corr. to OFris., OS. missa (Du. 
mis), OHG. messa, missa (G. messe), ON. 
messa — ecclL. missa (Rom. *messa), whence 
also (O)F. messe, Pr., It. messa, Sp. misa, Pg. 
missa. L. missa is a verbal sb. (formed like 
collecta COLLECT}, offensa OFFENCE, repulsa 
REPULSE) from pp. stem miss- of mittere send, 
send away (cf. MISSION); it is first recorded 
from iv (385, St. Ambrose ; and ‘Peregrinatio 
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MASS 


MASTOID 





Sylvie’) and in the early centuries is applied 
to various religious services, but pre-emi- 
nently to the Eucharist; the primary mean- 
ing is disputed, but many hold that its 
application to a service results from a trans- 
ference of meaning in phr. such as Jte, missa 
est Depart, it is the dismissal (i.e. the service 
is at an end), Et missæ fiant And let the dis- 
missals be made (at the end of an office). 
@ The sense ‘festival’, ‘feast day’ survives 
in CANDLEMAS, CHILDERMAS,  CHRIST- 
MAS, HALLOWMAS, LAMMAS, MARTINMAS, 
MICHAELMAS, etc. 


mass? mes coherent body of raw material 
xiv; relatively large body of matter xv; 
dense aggregation, large amount XVI; solid 
bulk xvir; (in physics) xvi. — (O)F. masse 
~ L. massa- Gr. mda%a barley-cake, perh. 
rel. to mássein knead, f. *mnq- *menq- (cf. 
AMONG, MINGLE). So mass vb. xiv. -(O)F. 
masser, Í. masse. 


massacre mæ'səkər indiscriminate killing. 
xvi. —(O)F. massacre, with vars. magacre, 
macecre, macecle, of unkn. origin. So mas- 
sacre vb. xvi. — (O)F. massacrer, f. the sb. 


massage mez'sa3 curative kneading and 
rubbing of muscles, etc. xix. — F. massage, 
f. masser apply massage to, used xvii by 
French colonists in India, perh. = Pg. amas- 
sar knead, f. massa dough (Mass?), but Arab. 
mass handle, masah rub, have been sug- 
gested ; see -AGE. So massew:r, -eu'se xix. 


massicot mæ'sikot yellow oxide of lead. 
xv. Earlier masticot ~~ F. massicot, Tmasti- 
cot, obscurely rel. to It. marzacotto unguent, 
cosmetic, Sp. mazacote kali, mortar, prob. 
based on Arab. shabbqubti Egyptian alum. 


massif mæ'sif Tblock, mass xvi; large 
mountain mass XIX. ~ F, massif, sb. use of 
massif MASSIVE. 


massive mæ'siv forming or consisting of 
alarge mass. xv (Lydg.). — F. massif, fem. 
-ive, alt. of OF. massiz :- pop. L. *massiceus, 
f. massa MASS? ; see -IVE. Finally repl. (arch.) 
ma:ssy xiv (Wycl. Bible, Trevisa), perh. 
orig. - OF. massiz, with later assim, to -v!., 


massoola mzsü:o surf-boat used on the 
Coromandel coast. xvii. Of unkn. origin. 


mast! mast long pole set up on the keel of 
a ship. OE. mest = (M)LG., (M)Du., 
(O)HG. mast = WGerm. *masta (ON. 
mastr, etc., being- MLG.):- WIE. *mazdos, 
whence poss. L. müàlus mast, Olr. maian 
club. @ The Germ. word was latinized as 
mastus (viti) and is repr. in Rom. by F. mát, 
Pr. mast, with extensions in Pg. mastro, 
Sp. mastil. 


mast? mast fruit of forest-trees, esp. as food 
for swine. OE. mest = MDu., MLG., 
OHG. mast (in modG. fem.) :- WGerm. 
*masta += *mazdos, prob. f. base repr. in 
MEAT. 


master mirstoj] A. man having control or 
authority; B, teacher OE. (one who has re- 


ceived an academic degree orig. conveying 
authority to teach xiv); C. title of rank or 
compliment xii; title of presiding officer, 
etc. XIV. OE. magister, magister (corr. to 
OFris. máster (and OS.) méster, (O)HG. 
meister, ON. meistari), a CGerm. adoption 
from L.; reinforced by OF. maistre (mod. 
maítre) — Pr. ma(g)estre-s, Sp., It. maestro, 
etc. :- L. magistru-m, nom. magister (OL. 
-ester), usu. referred to magis adv. more, as 
minister to minus adv. less (but Etruscan 
forms with macstr- are cited, which may be 
the source). Cf. visTERI. Hence ma'ster- 
FUL}. XIV. mia’sterPIECE XVII; after Du. 
meesterstuk (adopted in Sc. as metstersttk xv1) 
or G. meisterstück piece of work qualifying 
a craftsman. marvstery?. ME. meistrie (X111, 
AncrR.) - OF. maistrie (superseded by mais- 
trise, mod. maítrise, which was repr. in ME. 
by maistris, -1ce, -yse). 


mastic mæ'stik gum or resin from Pistachia 
Lentiscus xIv (Trevisa) ; the treexv. ~ (O)F. 
mastic ~ late L. mastichum (Palladius), 
masticha, varr. of L. mastiché (Pliny) - Gr. 
mastikhé, presumed to be f. mastikhdn (see 
next), the substance being used as a chewing- 
gum in the East. 


masticate mæ'stikeit chew. XVII. f. pp. 

stem of late L. masticãre = Gr. mastikhán 
grind the teeth, rel. to masâsthai chew, and 
perh. to synon. L. mandere; see -ATE?. So 
mastica'TION. XVI. ~=(O)F. or late L. 
ma'sticatoRY. XVIIL. - modL. 


mastiff mà'stif dog of a large powerful 
breed. xiv (R. Mannyng). repr. obscurely 
OF. mastin (mod. mátin) :- Rom. *mánsué- 
tinus (Pr. mastis, It. mastino, etc., are - OF.), 
f. L. mánsuétus tamed, tame, earlier mánsues, 
f. manus hand (see MANUAL) 4- base of suéscere 
(pp. suétus) accustom, f. suz of oneself, suus 
one's own (cf. Goth. swes own). The OF. 
may have become familiar in England in the 
nom. sg. and obl. pl. form mastis, which 
seems to have been interpreted as *mastifs. 


mastigo- mz':stigou, -go" comb. form in 
some scientific words of Gr. -mdstix scourge, 
whip, which was used from xvii in the nom. 
as a second el. of designations of persons and 
books that deal severely with or are violently 
critical of a person, institution, etc., as 
Homeromastix (applied to Zoilus), Histrio- 
mastix (i.e. of the theatre, Prynne 1632), 
Satiromastix (Dekker, used of B. Jonson). 


mastodon mæ'stədən extinct elephantine 
mammal having nipple-shaped tubercles on 
the molars. xix. - modL., f. Gr. mastós 
breast + odont- TOOTH; cf. F. mastodonte 
(Cuvier). 


mastoid mez‘stoid (anat., of bones, etc.) 
nipple-shaped. xvii. — F. mastoide (Paré) or 
modL. mastoidés ~ Gr. mastoeidés (anogicets 
pacroideis ‘mastoid processes’, Galen), f. 
mastós (woman's) breast (:~*madtds; cf. 
MAMMA?, MAST”); see -OID. 
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MATICO 





masturbate me-starbeit practise self- 
abuse. xIx (earlier Tmastuprate xvi1). f. pp. 
stem of L. masturbári, of unkn. origin, but 
commonly held to be alt. of *man(u)- 
stupráre ‘defile with the hand’, 


mat! met piece of coarse fabric of plaited 
fibre OE. ; piece of materia! laid on a surface 
for protection XV (naut.). OE. matt, matte, 
meatte, corr. to MDu. matte, OHG. 
matta (Du. mat, G. matte); WGerm. — late 
L. matta (whence Ít. matta; parallel late L. 
natta gives F. natte map, plait). 


mat?, matt mæt lustreless, dull. xvir. — F. 
mat, identical with mat MATE?. So mat vb. 
make dull. xvir. - F. mater. 


matachin mztojrn (antiq.) sword-dancer. 
XVI. —- F. Tmatachin (now matassin) — Sp. 
matachin, prob. — Arab. mutawajjihin, active 
pple. pl. of tawajjaha assume a mask, f. wajh 
ace. 


matador me‘tedd: in Sp. bull-fights, man 
appointed to kill the bull; principal card. 
xvii. = Sp. matador, f£. matar kill, f. Pers. 
mat dead (cf. MATE”). 


match! maet[ À. Tmate, fellow OE. ; person 
equal or corresponding xir; B. Tmatching 
of adversaries XIV; contest; matrimonial 
alliance xvi. OE. gemacéa :~- *zamakjon, 
rel, to Germ. *zamakon (OE. gemaca, dial. 
make match, mate; corr. to OS. gimaco, 
OHG. gimahho fellow, equal), sb. use of 
*zamakaz (OE. gemeé, OHG. gimah well- 
matched, G. gemach easy, comfortable), f. 
*^»a- y-+ *mak- fitting; see MAKE. Hence 
match vb. join as a pair or one of a pair 
in marriage, combat, etc. XIV. 


match? metf twick xiv (PPI., Trevisa); 
piece of inflammable cord, wood, etc., to be 
ignited xvi (the present domestic article 
dates from c.1830). — OF. meiche, mesche 
(mod, méche), corr. to Pr. mecca, mecha, Cat. 
metxa, Sp., Pg. mecha, It. miccia, which have 
been referred to L. myxa (- Gr. müxà) 
nozzle of lamp (in medL. lamp-wick), with 
crossing of Rom. *muccare blow the nose, 
snuff a wick. @ For the Eng. development 
cf. (dial.) cratch cradle from (O)F. crèche, 
patch from OF. peche PIECE. 


match? mat[ that matches, corresponding. 
XV (not matche ne lyke to the, Caxton). 
Arising from predic. and appositive uses of 
MATCH! ; now mainly techn., as in ma-tch- 
BOARD (XIX) board having a tongue along one 
edge and a groove along the other so as to 
admit of being fitted into others of like form. 


matchcoat me‘tfkout mantle worn by 
American Indians. xvi. Earlier matchco, 
prob. - N. Amer. Indian word allied to 
Odjibwa matchigode woman's dress; assim. 
to COAT. 


matchet mæ'tfit broad heavy knife or cut- 
lass. xvi (-eto). — Sp. machete, f. macho 
hammer :- late L. marcus. 


mate! meit habitual companion (also in 
comps.) XIV; (naut.) officer assistant to 


another xv; one of a wedded pair XVI. 
- MLG. mate, gemate (Flem. gemaat, Du. 
maat) = OHG. gimazzo :- WGerm. *zama- 
ton, f. *ga- y- (denoting association) 4- 
*mat-, base of MEAT, the lit. sense being 
‘messmate’, 


mate? meit at chess, state of the king when 


he is in check and cannot move out of it; 
(fig.) total defeat. xiv. ME. mat—(O)F. 
mat, in eschec mat CHECKMATE. So vb. 
xuir (AncrR.). — OF. mater, Í. mat. 


maté mez‘tei calabash in which leaves of 


the shrub Ilex paraguayensis are infused, 
(also) the infusion and the shrub. xvii. 
— Sp. mate — Quechua mati. 


material motio'riol consisting of matter 


xiv (Rolle); pert. to matter )( formal xiv 
(Ch.); of substantial import xvi (More); 
sb. pl. xvi. ME. materiel (rare), -1al - (O)F. 
matériel, T-ial - late L. materialis (Tertul- 
lian; also sb. -ale), f. máteria matter; see 
-ALI. @ In CEur. use. So materialism 
XVIII, ~IST xvil (H. More) — modL.; so in F. 
materialize. xvi (Addison). 


materia medica motio:xrio me:diko reme- 


dies used in medicine. xvii. modL., tr. Gr. 
vAn iarpixy ‘healing material’; see MATTER, 
MEDICAL. 


matériel  moteroriel, ||materjel material 


equipment or resources. xIx. F., sb. use of 
adj. matériel MATERIAL. 


maternal moto:nol pert. to a mother, 


motherly. xv (our english and m. tongue, 
Caxton). —(O)F. maternel or f. L. maternus, 
f. máter MOTHER ; see -AL'. So mate: rniTY. 
XVH. = F. - medL. 


math mæp (dial.) mowing, crop mown. OE. 


mzp, corr. to MHG. mat, mad- (G. mahd), 
f. Germ. *mZ- MOW?;see-TH!. €j The nor- 
mal repr. of the OE. form would be *meath, 
but math has been generalized from the un- 
stressed form in AFTERMATH, lattermath. 


mathematic, -ical mzbime‘tik(al). xvi. 


— or f. (O)F. mathématique or its source L. 
mathématicus - Gr. mathématikós, f. mathe- 
mat-, máthéma something learnt, science, f. 
*math- (see MIND), manthánein learn ; see -Ic, 
“ICAL. As sb. (xiv) ME. matematik, math-, 
-ique, — (O)F. mathématique = Sp., It. 
matematica — L. mathematica (sc. ars or 
disciplina) — Gr. mathématiké (sc. tékhné or 
theoria), fem. of mathématikós ; now mathe- 
ma-tics xvi (Mulcaster) ; prob. after F. les 
mathématiques (xv1) — L. n. pl. mathématica 
(Cicero), Gr. ta mathématikd (Aristotle). 
collog. abbrev. maths mezps xx. 


mathesis mpi‘sis mental discipline. xv. 


late L. — Gr. máthésis learning, f. *math-, of 
manthdnein learn (cf. prec.). @ Formerly 
str. ma:thesis as in Pope ‘Dunciad’ 1v 31. 


matico miátikou (leaves of) the Peruvian 


shrub Piper angustifolium. xix. = Sp. 
yerba Matico, i.e. yerba HERB, Matico dim. 
of Mateo Matthew ; said to have been named 
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after a soldier who discovered its styptic 
properties. 

matie mei‘ti herring in the best condition 
for eating. XIX. — Du. maatjes (haring her- 
ring), earlier maetgens-, maeghdekins, f. 
maagd MAID + -ken -KIN. 


matins, mattins mæ'tinz canonical hour, 
prop. a midnight office XII ; Anglican morn- 
ing prayer ; morning song of birds xvi. ME. 


materie, matere, (O)F. matiére - L. máteria 
(also -iés) hard part of a tree, timber, stuff 
of which a thing is made, cause, occasion, 
subject of discourse, matter )( mind or form 
(philos., rendering Gr. $5), orig. substance 
of which consists the máter (MOTHER), i.e. 
the trunk of a tree regarded as producing 
shoots. Hence ma:tter vb. form or dis- 
charge pus; be of importance. xvi. 


maune = (DF. matines = Pr. marnas = mattock mæ'tək agricultural tool with 


ecclL. mdtitinds, nom. -inz (prob. sc. vigiliz 
watches); see MATUTINAL. In medL., masc. 
sg. and pl. matutinus, -int (cf. Sp. matutino, 
maitines) were more usual ; for the variation 
of gender cf. vespera, vesperi VESPERS. The 


metal head having adze-like blade. OE. 
mattuc, of unkn. origin. The ending appears 
to be the dim. suffix seen in OE. bealluc 
BALLOCK, bulluc BULLOCK. € W. matog, 
Gael. madag are from Eng. 


sg. matin has been used poet. for ‘morning’, | mattress metris horizontal support for a 


‘morning song’, after (O)F. matin = Pr. 
mati, lt. mattino morning :- L. mátutinum 
(sc. tempus time). 


matrass metros glass distilling vessel. 
- F. matras = Sp. matraz, modL. matra- 
cium, of doubtful origin. 


matriarch  mertriàik female corr. to 
patriarch. xvu. f. L. mdtr(t)-, mater mother, 
after PATRIARCH, Which was apprehended as 
being f. L. pater FATHER. 

matriculate moətri'kjůleit insert (a name) 
in a register, admit into a university, etc. 
XVI. f. pp. stem of medL. mátriculàre, f. 
late L. matricula, dim. of mátric- MATRIX ; 
see -ATE®, So matricula-TIon. xvi. @ The 
words are repr. in the Rom. langs. 


bed. xiu. ME. materas - OF. materas 
(whence G. matratze: modF. matelas from 
Pr. matelas) cogn. with or — It. materasso, 
parallel with OCat. almatrach, Sp., Pg. 
almadraque — Arab. al-matrah (Ar-?) place 
where something is thrown, mat, cushion, 
f. taraha throw. 


mature mot[uo:r, motjuo'1 fully developed 


or ripened (lit. and fig.). xv. — L. maàtüirus 
timely, early (whence F. miir, etc.), f. *mdtu- 
(as in next), rel. to mdne early, in the morn- 
ing. So maturaTE? ripen, spec. bring to a 
head. xvi. f. pp. stem of L. matüráre, 
whence matu:re vb. xvI (occas. madure 
after OF. madurer), matura: TION. XVI. 
—- F.orL. matu'raTIVE causing maturation. 
c.1400. matu'riry. xiv (Barbour). - L. 


matrimony me‘trimeni action of marry- | matutinal metjutai‘nel of the (early) 


ing, state of being married. xiv. - AN. 
matrimonie = OF. matremoi(g)ne (whence 
ME. matermoine, matrimot(g)ne) ~ L. matri- 
monium, f. mátri-,máter MOTHER ; see -MONY. 
So matrimoniaL -mou‘nial. xvi. - (O)F. 


morning. XVII. —late L. matütinàális, f. L. 
mátütinus (whence ma-:tutine xv), f. Mátüta 
goddess of the dawn, rel. to maturus early, 
MATURE ; see -AL!, 


or I maudlin m5d-dlin +weeping, tearful ; weakly 


matrix mei‘triks uterus; place or medium 
of production xvi; enclosing mass; mould 
XVII. ~L. matrix (-ic-) pregnant animal, 
female used for breeding, parent stem, 
(later) womb, register, roll, £f. mátr-, máter 
MOTHER, with ending of fem. agent-nouns. 


matron  meirtron married woman XIV; 
married woman having expert knowledge of 
pregnancy, etc. Xv; woman in charge of do- 
mestic arrangements xvii, — (O)F. matrone 
= Sp., It. matrona = L. måãtrõna, f. mátr-, 
mater MOTHER. @ For the suffix cf. COLONY. 

matross motro's (hist.) soldier next in rank 
below a gunner. Also matroze. XVIIL. — Du. 
matroos sailor (whence G. matrose, Sw., 
Da. matros) = F. pl. of matelot sailor. 


mattamore mæ təməl subterranean 
chamber. xvir. = F. matamore = Arab. 
matmüra^, f. tamara store up. 


matter mæ'tər thing, affair, concern; ma- 


sentimental xvir; but the earliest recorded 
use is as adv. in maudlin ({tmaudlayne, 
+mawdlen) drunk xvl. attrib. use of Maudlin, 
ME. Maudeleyn, Maudelen (xiv) - (O)F. 
Madelaine ~ ecclL. Magdaléna MAGDALEN. 
The reference to tears comes from pictures 
in which the Magdalen is shown weeping. 
Q The pronunce. of the saint’s name is 
shown in the statutes of Magdalen College, 
Oxford, by the sp. Mazwdelayne. 


maugre móí'goir sb. fill-will; (arch.) prep. 


in spite of, notwithstanding (orig. to the dis- 
pleasure of). xim. ~(O)F. maugré (mod. 
malgré prep.) = Pr. mal grat, It. malgrado, 
ie. mal bad, evil :- L. malu-m (see MAL-), 
gré pleasure (mod. bon gré mal gré willy nilly, 
occas. anglicized tboon gree mawgree; cf. 
savoir gré be grateful) += L. grdtum, sb. use 
of n. of grátu-s pleasing (cf. GRATEFUL). 
q F. malgré has been used in Eng. since XVII, 
and It. malgrado appears in 1590. 


terial of thought, speech, or action; subject | maul, mall möl fclub x11; hammer, 


or substance of discourse XIII (subject m., tr. 
L. subjecta materia); substance serving as 
material; (corrupt m.) pus xiv; physical or 
corporeal substance xvir; things written or 
printed xvir. ME. materie, mat(ijere - AN. 
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beetle xiv. ME. meall, mal(e)-(O)F. mail 
mali = Pr, malh, Cat. mall, Sp. maio thresh- 
ing-machine, Pg. malho flail, It. maglio, Rum. 
maiu i~ L. malleu-s hammer (cf. OSL. mlati, 
Russ. mólot hammer, ON. mjolinir). Cf. 


MAULSTICK 


MALL, MALLET. Hence maul vb. tbeat 
down, hammer, batter x111 (meallin) ; damage 
XVI; handle roughly xvii. 


maulstick  mo'stik light stick used by 
painters to support the right hand. xvi 
(mol-). — Du. maalstok, f. maalen paint+ 
stok stick; see MOLE!, STOCK. 


maumet  mó:mii, mammet mez‘mit 
tfalse god, idol x11 (a3.); (arch., dial.) 
doll, puppet, guy xv; term of abuse xvi. = 
OF. mahomet (cf. Pg. mafom) idol, use of the 
proper name Mahomet due to the medieval 
belief that Mohammed was worshipped as 
a god. Hence mau:metny (arch.) xim 
(Cursor M.). 


maund! mind (wicker) basket xv; measure 
of capacity xvi. —- (O)F. mande - MLG., 
MDu. mande (Du. mand) = OE. mand, of 
the survival of which there is no evidence; 
ult. origin unkn. 


maund? mind weight current in India, etc. 
XVII (earlier mana; mao from Pg.). = Hindi 
(Pers.) man, perh. ult.— Accadian mana, 
whence also Gr. mná, L. mina. 


maunder mondo: Tgrumble xvi1; act or 
talk in a dreamy or inconsequent manner 
xvII. perh. a use of Tmaunder (xvit), fre- 
quent. of tmaund (xvt), both being canting 
words for ‘beg’, perh. - (O)F. mendier t= L. 
mendicáre ; see MENDICANT, -ER*. 


maundy mói'ndi ceremonial washing of the 
feet of poor persons on the Thursday next 
before Easter. xin. - OF. mandé :- med. 
use of L. mandátum command (see MAN- 
DATE), first word of the first antiphon sung 
at the ceremony, viz. ‘Mandatum novum do 
vobis’ (A new commandment give I unto 
you), taken from the discourse which follows 
the washing by Christ of the Apostles’ feet, 
John xiii; medL. manddtum was used for the 
ceremony, whence diés mandati ‘day of the 
maundy' (Maundy Thursday xvi). See -v*. 


Mauser mawzər in full M. rifle military 
rifle invented by Wilhelm Mauser and 
adopted by the German army in 1871. 


mausoleum  mosólrom edifice erected as 
a commemorative burial-place. xvi (Hol- 
land; earlier TMausole, James I). - L. 
mausóléum - Gr. mausóleíon the magnificent 
tomb of Mausélus, king of Caria, erected 
353 B.C. at Halicarnassus by his queen 
Artemisia and accounted one of the seven 
wonders of the world. 


mauve mouv bright but delicate purple dye. 
xix. —- F. mauve mailow, mallow-colour :- 
L. malva MALLOW. 


maverick mæ'vərik (U.S.) calf, cow, or 
steer not having a brand. xix. f. name of 
Samuel A. Maverick, a "Texas cattle-owner 
who left the calves of his herd unbranded. 


mavis mervis song-thrush. xiv (Ch.). 
— (O)F. mauvis (whence Sp. malvís, It. dial. 
marvittse), obscurely rel. to MBret. milhuit 
(mod. milfid) thrush, (O)Corn. melhuet lark. 
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MAY 


mavourneen movuounin (Anglo-Ir.) my 
darling. xviir. -— lr. mo mhuirnín (mo my, 
muirnín, dim. of muirn affection, love; see 
-EEN?). 


maw! md stomach. OE. maga, corr. to 
OFris. maga, MDu. maghe (Du. maag), 
OHG. mago (G. magen) ON. magi = 
CGerm. (exc. Gothic) *magon, -ôn. 


maw? mō (dial.)sea-gull. xv. = ON. már = 
OE, méw MEw!, 


maw? mo (hist.) card game. xvi. Of unkn. 
origin. 

mawkish moó'kif Tnauseated, without appe- 
tite, nauseating XVII; feebiy sentimental 
XVIII., f. mawk MAGGOT + -ISH!. 


maxilla mæksi'lə jaw, jawbone. xvi. L. 
maxilla, corr. to mala cheek, as axilla shoul- 
der-blade to dla wing. Hence maxillary 
XVII; after L. maxilldris. 


maxim  mz':ksim faxiom xv; aphoristic 
proposition; rule of conduct xvi. =F. 
maxime or its source medL. maxima, sb. use 
(for prépositzo maxima ‘greatest proposition’, 
Boethius) of fem. of maximus, superl. of 
magnus great (see MAGNITUDE). 


Maxim me‘ksim M.(-gun), machine-gun 
invented by Hiram S. Maxim (1840-1916). 


maximum mez‘ksimam greatest amount, 
highest limit. xvii. — (through F.) modL. 
maximum, sb. use of n. of máximus (see 
MAXIM). | 


may! mei pt. might mait tbe strong; tbe 
able; be allowed; as an aux. of the subjunc- 
tive. À CGerm. vb. belonging by its con- 
jugational form if not by origin to the class 
of preterite-presents (cf. CAN?). OE. mag, 
2nd pets. meaht, miht, pl. magon, pt. meahte, 
mihte, corr. to OF ris. met, mugun, machte, 
OS. mag, maht, mugun, mahta (Du. mag, 
mogen, mochte), OHG. mag, maht, magun, 
mahta (G. mag, mógen, mochte), ON. md, 
mátt, megom, mátti, Goth, mag, magt, magum, 
mahta, The primary sense is ‘have power’ 
(cf. the cogn. sbs. MAIN!, MIGHT), and the IE. 
base, *mogh- *mégh-, is repr. also by Gr. 
mékhos contrivance, mékhané MACHINE, OSI. 
mogą Í can. It occurs in comps. with vbs. 
forming advs. meaning ‘possibly’, ‘perhaps’, 
viz. tmay-fall (xu1), tmaychance (xvi), may- 
hap (XVI). maysE mei'bi. xv (cf. F. peut- 
être perhaps). 


may? mei blossoms of the hawthorn. xvi. 
— (O)F. mai flowers and branches collected 
to celebrate 1 May, from the name of the 
month (see next), dial. hawthorn. So vb. 
celebrate May-day, chiefly in gerund (a)may- 
ing (xv, Malory), earlier tamaied (Gower); 
cf. MDu. meyen, MHG. meien, and meie 
may-tree (G. maibaum). 

May mei fifth month of the year. - (O)F. 
mai = Pr. mai, Sp. mayo, It. maggio = L. 
Maiu-s (sc. ménsis month) prop. pert. to 
Madia, Italic goddess, daughter of Faunus 
and wife of Vulcan (later identified with Gr. 


T 


MAYCOCK 





Maia), perh. for *magid and rel, to magnus 
great (see MAGNITUDE) ; the name has passed 
into Germ. and Celtic. Hence May-pay 
1 May. xv. 


maycock mei'kok kind of melon. xvi (maco- 
qwer). - Algonkin (Powhattan) mahcawgq. 


mayduke merdjük kind of sour cherry. 
xviH. Conflation of May cherry and duke 
cherry (both in Evelyn, 1664). 


mayhem mei‘hem (leg.) crime of violently 
inflicting bodily injury. xv. -AN. ma(i)hem, 
mahaym MAIM. 


mayonnaise meionerz thick sauce as a 
dressing for salad, etc. xrx (Thackeray), 
—F. mayonnaise, also magnonaise, mahon- 
naise, the latter being prob. fem. of mahon- 
nais pert. to Port Mahon, capital of Minorca, 
taken by the duc de Richelieu in 1756 (cf. 
modPr. faióu mahonenc kind of bean). 


mayor meoi chief officer of a municipal 
corporation. xz (RGlouc.). ME. mer, 
mair -(O)F. maire:-L.  májor greater, 
compar. of magnus great (see MAGNITUDE), 
used sb. in late L. (cf. MAJoRDOMO). The 
sp. maio(u)r, common in XVI, prob. reflects 
the orig. L. form, but as the 7 could be read 
as a vowel, such forms became coincident 
with those adopted from F.; the substitution 
of y for i was in accordance with the ortho- 
graphical habits of xvI-xv1l. So mayoralry 
mea‘ralti. xiv. —- OF. maivalté. 


mayweed  meiwid stinking camomile, 
Anthemis Cotula. xvi. alt. of tmaid-, 
mayde(n)wede (xv), for *maithe(n)wede, f. 
tmaithe, Tmaithen, OE. magope, mapa 
(obl. cases magopan, mxg han) + WEED. 


mazagan mz-‘zegen variety of broad bean. 
XVIII. Said to be from Mazaganin Morocco, 
where it grows wild. 


mazame məzeim Amer. species of deer 
xvii; Rocky Mountain goat xix. —-F. 
mazame (Buffon) = Mex. magame, pl. of 
magatl deer, mistaken for sg. 


maz(zjard mez-zaid  Tmazer; (sl) head 
XVII ; face, phiz xvi. alt. of MAZER by assoc. 
with -ARD. 


mazarine mz'zorin deep rich blue. xvrr. 
perh. f. name of Cardinal Jules Mazarin 
(1602-61) or the Duchesse de Mazarin 
(died 1699). 


maze meiz (dial. arch.) stupefy, daze xir; 
bewilder xv (Caxton). synon. mased, amased, 
and bimased all óccur in texts of AncrR., 
being pps. of parallel formations on mas-, 
which is repr. in OE. by masod (see AMAZE), 
of which poss. cogns. are Norw. dial. mas 
exhausting labour, whim, idle chatter, masa 
pass. doze off, and Sw. mas, masa. Hence 
maze sb. tthe m., delusion, deception XIII 
(RGlouc. ); network of winding and inter- 
communicating paths xtv (Ch.). 


MEAL 


mazer mei'zol (hist.) hard (? maple) wood 
XI1 ; bowl or goblet, orig. of mazer wood xiv. 
=- OF. masere (of Germ. origin; in modF. 
madré veined, variegated, like maple-wood), 
perh. reinforced from MDu. maeser maple 
=: OHG. masar (G. maser) excrescence on 
a tree, maple, ON, mgsurr maple, f. *mas- 
Pus (cf. MEASLES); obs. by 1700, revived by 
cott. 


mazurka məzā'ıkə lively Polish dance. xtX. 

=- F. mazurka, G. masurka = Pol. mazurka 
woman of the province of Mazovia. Cf. 
POLKA, 


me! mi, mi accusative and dative of the pro- 
noun I. OE. mé (i) accus., corr. to OFris. 
mi, OS. mi, mé (Du. mij) and further to L. 
mê, Gr. me, emé, Olr. më (Ir. mi), W. mi, Skr. 
ma; OE. had also mec, corr. to OFris. mich, 
OS. mik, OHG. mih (G. mich), ON., Goth. 
mik z= IE. *mege (Gr. emége), in which a 
limiting particle *ge (Gr. ge at least) is added 
(other particles occur in Indo-Iranian and 
Slavonic); (ii) dative, corr. to OFris. mi, 
mr, OS. mi (Du. mi), (OVHG. mir, ON. 
nur, Goth. mis :— *mes-, with suffixed par- 
ticle of doubtful origin. The base is *me, 
or which in all IE. langs. the obl. cases of 
th» pronoun of the 1st person sg. are formed. 
See MINE}, MY. 





me? mi see MI. 


mead! mid drink made by fermenting a 
mixture of honey and water. OE. medu, 
meodu = OFris., MLG. (Du.) mede, OHG. 
metu, mitu (G. met), ON. mjodr, Goth. 
*nidus (recorded v in Gr. form médos)t- 
CGerm. *meduz :- IE. *medhu-, whence Gr. 
methu wine (cf. METHYLATE), Olr. mid, W. 
medd, OSI. medt honey, wine, Lith. midiis 
mead, Skr. mddhu honey, sweet drink. 


OE, md. 


meadow  me:dou grass-covered piece of 
lar:d. xir. repr. OE. mædwe, etc., obl. 
cases of mæd MEAD? s- Germ. *mēædwð i= 
*n:ētwă ‘mowed land’, f. *mé- Mow!; cogn. 
wcrds of similar meaning but divergent 
formation are OFris. méde, OLG. mada 
(Cu. tmatte, mat), (M)HG. matte. 


meagre mi-go1 lean, thin xIV; poor, scanty 
xvi. ME. megre =- AN. megre, (O)F. maigre 
(cf. MAIGRE) = Pr. ma(z)gre, Sp., It. magro, 
Rum. macru :- L. macrum, nom. macer, rel. 
to Gr. makrós long, makednós tall, slender, 
mékos length ; IE. *makró- (Germ. *magra-) 
is -epr. by OE. mæger, MLG. (Du.) mager, 
OHG. magar (G. mager), ON. magr. 


meal! mil powder of ground grain or pulse. 
OE. melu (melw-) — OFris. riel, OS. melo 
(Du. meel), OHG. melo (G. mehl), ON. mjol 
- CGerm. (exc. Gothic) *melwam, f. *mel- 
*n al- *mul- 2 IE. *mel- *mol- *ml-, whence 
OHG., Goth. malan, ON. mala, L. molere, 
Sl. mlétt, Lith. mdltt, OIr. melim I grind, 
W malu, L. mola millstone, sacrificial meal, 
mclina MILL, Gr. milé, mtilos mill, millstone ; 
sec also MALM and cf. IMMOLATE, MOLAR. 


mead? mid (arch.) MEADOW. 
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MEAL 


MECHOACAN 





meal? mil Tmeasure ; habitual or customary 
occasion of taking food OE.; repast XII. 
OE. mal mark, sign, measure, fixed time, 
etc., corr. to OF ris. mél, mal, OS. -mal sign, 
measure (Du. maal n. meal, m, time), OHG. 
mal time (G. mal time, mahl meal), ON. 
mal mark, measure, point or portion of 
time, mealtime, Goth. mel time :- CGerm. 
*malaz, -am, f. IE. base *mé MEASURE. 
The instr. pl. of the OE. word malum, 
in the sense ‘measure’, ‘quantity taken at a 
time’, was used in comb. with sbs., e.g. 
dropmélum drop by drop, limmzZlum limb 
by limb (perverted dial. to imb-small) ; these 
were extended in ME., but the only surviv- 
ing comp. in gen. use is PIECEMEAL. 


mealie mili S. Afr. maize. xix. — Afrikaans 
milie = Pg. milho MILLET, perh. through 
Bantu. 


mealy-mouthed mi-limaudd soft-spoken, 
not outspoken. XVI. var. of contemp. tmeal- 
mouthed, £. tmealmouth sb. and adj., f. MEAL? 
-- MOUTH --ED?; perh. based on a foreign 
idiom such as G. Mehl im Maule behalten 
(Luther) ‘carry meal in the mouth’, i.e. lack 
straightforwardness in speech. 


mean! min have in mind, intend; import. 
OE. m#nan = OF ris. ména signify, OS. 
ménian intend, make known (Du. meenen), 
(O)HG. meinen (now chiefly, have an 
opinion) :~ WGerm. *mainjan, rel. outside 
Germ. to OS]. mint; f. IE. *men- (see 
MIND). Hence mea:nixG! intention, signi- 
fication. XIV; cf. MDu. méninge (Du. meen- 
ing), OHG. meinunga (G. meinung). 


mean? min (dial.) common to two or more 
XII; inferior XII; undignified, low XIV; ig- 
noble xvii. OE. mane (rare), ME. mene, for 
OE. gemz#ne (ME. -mene) = OF ris. geméne, 
OS. giméni (Du. gemeen), OHG. gimeini 
(G. gemein), Goth. gamains :- CGerm. (exc. 
ON.) *zamainiz, f. *ga- v--r*mainz:- 
*moinis (repr. in *commoinis, antecedent 
form of L. commiinis COMMON), f. *moi- 
*mei- change, exchange; see MUTATION, 
MUTUAL, MUNICIPAL. The development of 
meaning from ‘possessed by all’ to ‘ordi- 
nary’, ‘not exceptionaily good’, ‘inferior’, 
‘low’, was assisted by the coincidence of the 
native Eng. form with MEAN?, which was 
often used disparagingly. 


mean? min Tmiddle; Tintermediary ; inter- 
mediate in time (now only in mean time, 
mean while) ; intermediate in kind or degree ; 
mediocre, middling. xiv. = AN. melen, 
OF. meien, moien (mod. moyen) — Pr. meian, 
Sp. mediano, It. mezzano (cf. MEZZANINE) $= 
L. medidnu-s MEDIAN. Hence mea'nTIME 
adv. xvi (Sh.); mea-nwHILE adv. Xv; re- 
duction of advb. phr. zn the m. time and 
m. while (XIV). 


mean* min (dial) complain (of), lament. 
OE. mznan, rel. to MOAN. 


meander micz:ndoz (pl.) windings (of a 
river, a maze), tintricacies (of affairs) XVI; 
circuitous course XVII. = (partly through F. 
méandre) L. mæander — Gr. malandros, ap- 
pellative use of the name of a river in Phrygia 
famous for its notoriously winding course. 
Hence vb. xvi. 


measles mi'zlz infectious disease marked 
by an eruption. xIv. ME. maseles (pl.), 
prob. = MLG. masele, MDu, masel pustule, 
spot on the skin (Du. mazelen measles) = 
OHG. masala blood-blister, f. Germ. *mas- 
spot, excrescence (cf. MAZER). The change 
of form from masel to mesel (whence the 
present form) appears to be due to assim. to 
ME. mesel leper (— OF. mesel :- L. misellu-s, 
f. miser wretched, MISERABLE)  «[ Earlier 
(dial.) measlings is prob. of Scand. origin. 


measure me:3oi prescribed or limited ex- 
tent; action, result, or means of measuring 
XIII; ‘measured’ or rhythmic sound or 
movement xiv. ME. mesur(e) — (O)F. mesure 
= Pr., Sp., mesura, It. misura, Rum. mdsurd 
t- L.oméensüra, f. méns-, pp. stem of métiri 
measure, f. IE. *met- (cf. Skr. mátram mea- 
sure, Gr. métis prudence, OE. map measure, 
proportion, power, rank, respect), extension 
of *mé- measure (cf. MEAL?, METRE). So 
measure vb. x11 (Cursor M.). -(OJF. 
mesurer — L. ménsüráre. mea':suraABLE 
Tmoderate xir; that can be measured xvi. 
— (O)F. mesurable — late L. ménstirabilis MEN- 
SURABLE. MeCa’SureMENT. XVIII. 


meat mit food (arch. and dial. exc. as in 
meat and drink, flesh meat) OE.; flesh food 
xiv. OE. metem. = OFris. met(e), OS. meti, 
ON. matr, Goth. mats :- CGerm. *matiz 
(a parallel *matam is repr. by OS. mat, 
OHG. maz), f. *mat- *met- measure, METE. 


meatus miei'tos passage, spec. inanat. XVII. 
L., ‘passage, course’, f. medre go, pass (cf. 
PERMEATE). comb. form mea‘to-. 


Mecca me:ko name of Mohammed’s birth- 
place, which is a place of Muslim pilgrimage, 
(hence) sacred spot of resort. xix. — dial. 
var. of Arab. Makkah. Q Dryden (1687) 
has Meccan adj. 


mechanic mikæ'nik pert. to manual work 
xiv (Gower), pert. to machines XVII; sb. 
handicraftsman, artisan XVI; skilled work- 
man, esp. having to do with machinery XVII. 
- (partly through (O)F. mécanique) L. 
méchanicus - Gr. mékhanikós, f. mékhané 
MACHINE; see -IC. So mecha:-nicaL. xv 
(first in art or craft m., after F. art mécanique, 

ars méchanica). mecha-nics. XVII. 
mechanisM me:konizm. xvi. me:chan- 
IZE. XVII. 


mechlin me:klin name of lace made at 
Mechlin in Belgium (F. Malines) xvii (earlier 
of a black cloth, meighlyn blac xv). 


mechoacan metfou-akzen root of a Mexican 
species of bindweed. xvi. f. name of a 
state (now Michoacdn) of Mexico. 
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MECONIC 


meconic miko:nik (chem.) epithet of an 
acid obtained from opium. xix (1803). f. 
Gr. mékén poppy+-ic. So meconium 
mikou'niom ‘topium xvii; first fæces of 
a new-born infant (from its dark colour 
likened to opium juice) xvii. L. (Pliny) = 
Gr. mékóneion (Dioscorides), f. mékóon. 


medal me:dol jmetal disk used as a charm, 
etc. XV1; coin-shaped piece of metal with an 
inscription, effigy, etc. xvii. = F, médaille = 
It. medaglia — OF. m(e)aille, Sp. medalla :— 
Rom. *medallia :— popL. *metallea (n. pl.), 
f. L. metallum METAL. So medallion mi- 
dze:ljon large medal or object resembling 
this. xvii. — F, médaillon — It. medaglione, 
augm, of medaglia. 


meddle medi tmix, mingle; intr. mix or 

mingle in company or conflict xiv; busy 
oneself with xv. — OF. medler, mesdler, var. 
of mesler (mod. méler) = Pr. mesclar, Sp. 
mezclar, It. mischiare :- Rom. *misculdre, f. 
L. miscére MIX. 


medizval, medieval midii-val, med- pert. 
to the Middle Ages. xix. 1827. f. modL. 
medium avum (Melchior Goldast, 1604) 
“middle age’-++-AL!; see mip, AGE. Cf, F, 
médiéval (1874); preceded by Tmiddle-aged 
(xvi). So mediz:valist 1784 (Ruskin; 
earlier in sense ‘one who lived in the Middle 
Ages’); cf. F. médiéviste (1867). 


medial midiol T(math.) mean xvt; that is 
in the middle; ordinary. xvi. — late L. 
mediális, £. medius MID ; see -A1! and cf. F. 
médial (xvi). So me:draw (first in anat.) 
m. vein XVI; (gen.) middle xvir. = F, médian 
(veine médiane) or L. mediánus ; cf. MEAN?. 


mediastinum mi-diastaiinam (anat.) mem- 

branous septum between cavities. XVI. 
modL., sb.n. of medL. mediastinus medial, 
after L. mediastinus low class of slave. f. 
medius MID. 


mediate mrdieit Thalve; effect by inter- 
cession XVI; be an intermediary XVII. f. pp. 
stem of L. mediãre, f. medius MID; in 
part prob. back-formation from the much 
earlier media'rion xiv (Ch.)=late L. 
mediatio(n-) (cf. F. médiation xv) or me:dia- 
TOR XII (Cursor M.) - (O)F. médiateur, 
T-our — ChrL. mediátor, which was perh. not 
formed from medidre but directly on medius 
MID, after Gr. mesítés (f. mésos) as used in 
N.T. So me-diaTrix xv, f-trice xiv. 
- late L. (F.). 


medical me:dikol pert. to the healing art. 
XVII. =F. médical (Rabelais) or medL. 
medicalis (Columban), f. L. medicus physi- 
cian, f. base of medéri; see REMEDY, -ICAL. 
So medicaMENT médi-komont substance 
used as a remedy. xiv. — F. médicament or 
L. medicámentum, f. medicári administer 
remedies to, whence me'dicarE? xvii, 
medica‘TION xvii. So medicine me:d(i)- 
sin medicament xu (AncrR.); art of pre- 
serving and restoring health xiv. - OF. 


MEDULLA 


medecine, medicine (mod. médecine) = Pr. 
mede-, medicina, metzina, Sp., It. medicina 
—- L. medicina physician's art, physician's 
laboratory, medicament, f. medicus. medi- 
cinaL! médi'sinol xtv. ~ (O)F. médicinal - L. 
medicinális. yae:dico medical practitioner 
or student. xvi (Harvey). — It. - L. medi- 
cus, Also me-dic xvii (surviving in U.S.). 


medick me-dik plant of the genus Medi- 
cago. XV. — L. médica — Gr. médiké, sc. pda 
(‘Median grass’). 


mediety  midoiéti thalf xv; 


T(math.) 
MEAN?; (leg.) MOIETY XVII. 


| mediocre mi-diouks: of middling quality. 


XVI. -(partly through F. médiocre) L. 
mediocris lit. ‘of middle height’, f. medius 
MID--ocris rugged mountain (= Umbrian 
ukar citadel, mountain, Gr. ékris point, 
protuberance, Ir. ochair, W. ochr edge, 
Skr. dsris corner). So mediocriry -o'kriti. 
xvi. -(O)F.- L. 


meditate me-diteit consider, study; plan; 
exercise the mental faculties. xvi. f. pp. 
stem of L. meditdri, frequent. f. IE. *med- 
*méd- *mod- measure (see METE, MODE). 
So medita-TION meditative discourse XIII 
(AncrR.); action of meditating xiv. -(O)F. 


Mediterranean meiditorei*nian (of water) 
land-locked xv1; (of land) midland, inland 
xvi, f. L. mediierráneus inland, in late L. 
applied to the Mediterranean Sea, Mare 
Mediterraneum (for Mare Magnum 'Great 
Sea’), in which the orig. notion may have 
been ‘in the middle of the earth’ rather than 
‘enclosed by land’; f. medius MID + terra 
(corr. to Ir., W. tir) land, earth; see -EAN. 


medium mi:diom middle degree or condi- 
tion ; '* middle term, mean ; intervening sub- 
stance XVI (whence, pervading or enveloping 
substance XIX); intermediate agency, means 
XVII; (in painting) liquid vehicle xix. ~ L. 
medium middle, midst, medL. means, sb. 
use of n. of medius MID; cf. F. médium (XVI). 


mediar me'dlər (fruit of) the tree so named, 
Mespilus germanica. xiv. — OF. medler, f. 
*medle, for *mesdle, mesle :- L. mespila, -us, 
-um — Gr. mespíle, méspilon. «| An altered 
form *nespila gave OF. nesple, mod. néfle, 
Sp. nespera, It. nespola; the I.. word passed 
into Germ. as MDu. mispele, OHG. mespila, 
nespila, Du., G., mispel. 

medley  me:dli combat, conflict xiv; 
tcombination, mixture xv; (in disparaging 
sense) XVII. — OF. medlee, var. of meslee (see 
mélée) — Pr. mesclada :- Rom. *misculata, 
sb. use of fem. pp. of medL. misculáre 
MEDDLE. 


nmedoc merdok wine produced in Médoc, 
a district of SW. France. XIX. 


medulla mida4:l» marrow, pith. xvit. = L. 
medulla, perh. f. medius Mip. Hence medu-1- 
lary. xvit; after L. medullaris; cf. F. médul- 
laire (xvi). 
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MEDUSA 


medusa mídjü'ze (M-) one of the three 
Gorgons, having snakes for the hair of the 
head xvr (xiv Meduse, Gower) ; (7-) jelly- 
fish, sea-nettle (after Linnzus' use of 
Medusa as a generic name, from the resem- 
blance of some species to a head with snaky 
curls) xvi. — L. Medusa —- Gr. Médousa. 


meed mid twages, hire OE.; reward, guer- 
don xiv. OE. méd = OFris. mede, OS. 
méda, mieda, OHG. méta, mieta (G. miete) 
- WGerm. *méda, rel. to OE. meord, Goth. 
mizdé reward (:— Germ. *mizdé, -6n); the 
IE. base *mizdh- is repr. also by Gr. misthds, 
OSI. mizda, Skr. midhdm reward. 


meek mik tgentle, kind; free from pride 
and self-will xii (Orm); submissive XIV. 
Early ME. meoc, mec — ON. *miükr, mjükr 
soft, pliant, gentle, rel. to Goth. *mühks in 
mükamódei meekness, and (M)LG. müke, 
MHZQG. müche (G. dial. mauche) malanders ; 
further cogns. are Olr. mocht (:— *mukto-) 
gentle, soft, W. mwytho soften. 


meerkat miostket tmonkey xv; S. Afr. 
name for Cynictis pencillata and Suricata 
tetradactyla XiX. = Du. meerkat = G. meer- 
katze (in OHG. mericazza), MLG. merkatte 
lit. ‘sea-cat’; perh. orig. alt. of an Oriental 
name (cf, Hindi markat, Skr. markata ape) 
by assim. to words meaning ‘sea’ and ‘cat’, 
with the notion of ‘ape from overseas’. 


meerschaum miouifom sepiolite found in 

soft white clay-like masses; tobacco-pipe 
having a bowl made of this. xvir. =G. 
meerschaum, f. meer MERE! schaum foam 
(SCUM), tr. Pers. Ref-i-daryá ‘foam of sea’. 


meet’ mit Tmade to fit x11 (Cursor M.); 
(rhet.) suitable, fit xiv. Aphetic of earlier 
ME. imete = OE. (Anglian) *geméte, (WS.) 
gem&te — OHQG. gamázi(G. gemáss), f. *za- 
Y- --*má&tó measure, f. *má&t- *met- mea- 
sure, METE ; the etymol. sense is 'commmensu- 
rate’. @ Words of similar formation on the 
same base, but of divergent meaning, are 
OF. m#te insignificant, small, bad, ON. 
mzétr valuable, excellent, lawful. 


meet? mit pt., pp. met come or light upon 
OE. ; come face to face or into contact with 
xu. OF. métan (Nhb. mé&ta), also gemétan 
(see Y-) = OFris. méta, OS. métian (Du. 
moeten), ON. mé&ta, Goth. gamétjan s= 
CGerm. (not in HG.) *ea|mótjan, f. *mótam 
meeting, MOOT. Hence mee:tiNG! xil ; cf. 
OE. geméting ‘conventio’, ‘concilium’. 


Meg meg. xvi. Sc. var. of Mag (Magge 
XII; dim. Maggie), pet-form of Margaret, 
used for ‘hoyden’, ‘coarse woman’, and 
allusively in various phr. 


mega- me'go, before a vowel meg-, comb. 
form of Gr. mégas great (see MAGNITUDE), 
as in megalithic, me-gaphone, mega- 
the:rium xix; similarly megal(o-) me'ga- 
l(ou), the Gr, stem, as in me:galoma-nia, 
me :galosau'rus (see SAURIAN) XIX. 


MELL 


megilp mogrlp vehicle for oil colours. 
xvii. Some 30 var. spellings are recorded, 
some of which, with mac, M^, suggest poss. 
derivation from a surname ; but there 1s no 
evidence. 


megrim  mrgrim severe headache. xiv 
(Trevisa). Early forms mvgrame, -ane- 
(O)F. migraine (cf. Sp. migraña, It. magrana) 
semi-pop. — late L. hémicránia —- Gr. hémi- 
krdnid, f. hémi=- half, HEMI--+-Ardnion skull, 
CRANIUM. 


meinie mei‘ni (arch.) household, retinue 
XII; multitude xiv. —(O)F. meinée, mesnée = 
Pr. mesnada (whence Sp. mesnada, manada, 
It. masnada) :- Rom. *mansiéndta, f. L. 
mansi6(n~) MANSION ; see -Y°. 


meiosis  maiousis (rhet) tdiminishing 
figure of speech xvr; litotes xvii. - modL. 
— Gr. meíüsis, f. meioün lessen, f. meíón less 
(see MINOR). 


melan(o)- me-len(ou) comb. form of Gr. 
mélás, -an- black. 


melancholy me-lonkoli,-gk- Tmorbid con- 
dition of having too much ‘black bile’; till- 
temper; sadness and depression. xiv (Ch.). 
-(O)F. mélancolie (= Pr., Sp., It. melan- 
colia) — late (medical) L. melancholia = Gr. 
melagkholid, f. melan-, mélās -+ kholé bile ; see 
prec. GALL!, -Y?. So melancho- lic. xiv 
(Ch). -(O)F.- L. melancholicus (Cicero, 
citing Aristotle) - Gr. melancho:lious. xiv 
(Wyclif, Ch.) —- OF. melancolieus. Both 
adjs. were gen. superseded bv an adj. use of 
the sb. (xvi), the termination of which sug- 
gests an adj. formation; cf. dainty. 


Melchite me:lkait orig. Eastern Christian 
holding the faith as defined by the Councils 
of Ephesus and Chalcedon. xvii (Purchas). 
- ecciL. Melchita ‘royalist’ of the party of 
the Roman Emperor, f. Syriac mal' káye, f. 
malká king ; see -ITE, 


meld meld (U.S.) declare at pinocle. late 
XIX. —- G. melden announce (OHG. meldén = 
OE. meldian, early ME melde). 


mélée me'lei irregular or confused fighting. 

xvi. =F. mêlée, earlier mellée MEDLEY, 
whence ME. mellay (xiv) hand-to-hand 
fight, mixed colour. 


melic! me:lik pert. to poetry intended to be 
sung. XVIL. — L. melicus - Gr. melikós, f. 
meélos ; see MELODY, -1C. 


melic? melik species of grass. XVIII. 
-modL. melica (Linnzus), of unkn. origin. 


melilot me-lilot plant of the leguminous 
genus Melilotus. xv. —(O)F. mélilot — L. 
melilotos — Gr. melilétos sweet kind of clover, 
f. méli honey (cf. MILDEW)-+ lotdés LOTUS. 


meliorate XVI; see AMELIORATE. 


mell mel (arch., dial.) mingle. xur. = OF. 
meller (mod. mêler), var. of mesler MEDDLE. 
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MELLIFLUOUS 


mellifluous rmeli'fiuəs sweet as if flowing 
with honey. xv (Caxton). f. OF. melliflue 
(whence rare and late ME. mellifiue) or its 
source late L. rmellifluus, f. L. mel honey 4- 
flu- ; see MILDEW, FLUENT, -OUS. 


mellow me:lou soft with ripeness xv; ripe, 
mature XVI; (of sound, etc.) rich and soft; 
genial with liquor xvii. perh. from attrib. 
use of OE. melu (melw-), ME. melow MEAL}. 
q Cf. early ME. merow, meruw, OE. mearu 
soft, tender (corr. to OHG., marawi, muruwi, 
G. mürbe), which may have furthered the 
development. 


melodeon  milou:dion wind instrument 
with keyboard; kind of accordion. xix. alt. 
of melodium (f. MELODY, after harmonium), 
or f. MELODY after accordion. 


melodrama me':lódràmo (orig.) stage play 

with appropriate music; (later) sensational 
play with a happy ending. xıx (Southey). 
alt. (after drama) of earlier melodrame ~= F. 
mélodrame, f. Gr. mélos song ; see next and 
DRAMA. Hence me:loDRAMA‘TIC. 


melody me-ladi sweet music xiII; tune, air 

XVII; element of musical form )( harmony 
XVIII. — (O)F. mélodie ~ late L. melödia = Gr. 
melõidiä singing, choral song, f. melóidós 
singing songs, musical, f. mélos song, rhyth- 
mical chant, orig. limb, member (cf. W. 
-mal, Corn. mal, pl. mellow joint)-+ õid- ; see 
ODE, -Y?. So melodic -o:dik xix; melo- 
dious milou:dies. xiv (Ch.). - OF. (mod. 
mélodieux). 


melon me:lon kind of gourd, esp. Citrullus 
vulgaris. xiv. —(O)F. melon = Sp. melon, 
It. melone :— late L. méld(n-), shortening of 
mélopepd — Gr. mélopépén, f. mélon apple+ 
pépon, sb. use of pépon ripe (cf. PEPTIC). 


melt melt liquefy or be liquefied by heat. 
OE. (1) str. vb. meltan (mealtan), pt. mealt 
(pl. multon), pp. gemolten :- *meltan, (2) wk. 
vb. (Anglian) meltan, (WS.) mieltan = ON. 
melta digest, malt (grain) :-— *maltjan (cf. 
ON. maltr rotten, OHG. malz melting, 
Goth. gamalteins dissolution). ‘The base 
*melt- *malt- (see MALT) *mult- repr. IE. 
*meld- *mold- *mld-, whence Gr. méldein 
melt, L. mollis (:- *moldwis), Skr. mrdus 
soft; cf. MILD, SMELT*. The str. pp. molten 
survives as adj. in literary use. 


melton me:ltoen epithet of a hunting jacket 
formerly worn and of a stout cloth. XIX. f. 
name of Melton Mowbray, town in Lei- 
cestershire, a famous hunting centre. 


member me:mbor organ, limb xii (R. 
Glouc.); constituent portion or individual 
XIV; one elected to a parliament, etc. Xv; 
division of a sentence xvi. - (O)F. membre 
-— Sp. miembro, It. membro += L. membrum, 
perh. :—- *mémsrom, with which are com- 
pared Olr. mir piece of meat (t~ *mémsro-), 
Skr. mamsdm, OSI]. meso, OPruss. mensd, 
Arm. mis, Goth. mimz meat (:— *mémso-), 
Gr. mérós thigh, OSI]. mezdra membrane 
(:— *me(m)sro-, *memsdhro-). 
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MENAGERIE 


membrane me'mbrein thin pliable sheet- 


like tissue. XVI (first in sense ‘parchment’). 
= L. membrāna (partly through F.) ‘skin 
covering a part of the body’ (prop. sb. use 
of fem. of adj. in -ãnus -AN, sc. cutis skin), 
f. membrum MEMBER. So membrana‘CEOous. 
xvi. f. late LL. membranous me-mbronas. 
XVI. — F. membraneux, f. membrane. 


memento mime'ntou either of two prayers 


beginning with memento (‘remember’) in the 
canon of the Mass xv; reminder, warning 
XVI; object serving as a memorial XVIII. = L, 
memento, imper. of meminisse remember, 
redupl. perf. formation (‘have brought to 
mind’) on *men- MIND; F. mémento (xvi). 


memoir me:mwàl, -wor Tnote, memoran- 


dum xvVvI; (pl.) record of events, esp. from 
a personal or particular source ; dissertation 
on a learned subject xvir. — F. mémoire (m.) 
specialized use of mémoire (fem.) MEMORY, 
arising from the appositional use as in écrit 
mémoire. rye-moraABLE worth remembering. 
XV. —-F. or L. memorandum  memo- 
re'ndom ‘note to help the memory’ (J.). 
xvi. Derived from the heading of a note of 
something to be borne in mind, ‘(It is) to be 
remembered that.. .’; n. sg. of L. memo- 
randus, gerundive of memoráre bring to mind, 
f. memor (below). memorian mimo:riol 
preserving a memory XIV (Ch.); sb. com- 
memorative act, record, etc. xv. — (O)F. or 
L.; cf. nwMEMORIAL. memoria te-chnica 
system of mnemonics. xv11I. modL., ‘arti- 
ficial memory’ (see TECHNICAL). MemorizE 
me'moraiz cause to be remembered xvi; 
commit to memory XIX; f. next. memory 
me:mori faculty by which one remembers; 
recollection, remembrance. xiv. ME. me- 
morie, memoire — OF. memorie, (also mod.) 
mémoire — Sp., It. memoria = L. memoria, 
f. memor mindful, remembering, redupl. 
formation on the base *mer-; see MOURN, 
-Y?. Cf. COMMEMORATE, REMEMBER. 


mem-sahib me:msàib (in India) European 


married lady. xix. f. mem, repr. native 
pronunc. of MA’AM-+SAHIB. 


menace menos threat. x11 (Cursor M.). 


ME. manas, manace — OF. manace (later and 
mod. menace) = Pr. menasa, Sp. (a)menaza, 
It. minaccia t— L. mindcia (only pl.inclassL.), 
f. mindc-, mindx threatening, f. base of 
mindri threaten, minz# overhanging or pro- 
jecting parts, threats, eminére, imminére (see 
EMINENT, IMMINENT, PROMINENT), rel. to 
mons MOUNT. So me-nace vb. xiv. =- AN. 
manasser, OF. manacier (mod. menacer) = 
Pr. menasar, etc. :- Rom. *mindctdre. 


ménage meina:3 housekeeping, domestic 


establishment. xvii. — F. ménage, earlier 
menaige, manaige :- Rom. *mansidnaticum, 
f. L. mansi6(n-) MANSION ; see MANAGE. 


menagerie minz:d3ori collection of wild 


animals, esp. for exhibition; taviary. XVIII. 
— F. ménagerie orig. domestic management 
of cattle, etc., f. ménage; see prec. and -ERY. 


MEND 


MENTOR 





mend mend (arch.) free from fault or defect 
x11; tmake amends for xin (surviving in 
Least said soonest mended) ; restore to whole- 
ness, repair XIV. - AN. mender, aphetic of 
amender AMEND (which is later). 


mendacious mendei:fas untruthful, lying. 
xvi. f. L. mendáci-, mendáx prob. orig. 
speaking incorrectly or falsely, f. mendum 
defect, fault. So mendaciTYy -de-siti. XvIt. 


Mendelian mendidlion. XX. pert. to the 
doctrine of heredity of Gregor Johann 
Mendel (1822-84) ; see -IAN. 


mendicant me‘ndikent adj. begging xvi; 
sb. beggar XV. — pp. of L. mendicáre beg, f. 
mendicus beggar, f£. mendum fault, blemish; 
preceded by Tmendinant, tmendivant (xiv) 
— OF.; see -ANT. 


menhaden menhei:don fish of the herring 

family. xvii. = Narragansett Indian mun- 
nawhatteaûg, prob. rel. to munnohquohteau 
he fertilizes, the fish being used by the 
Indians for manure, 


menhir me'nhiər tall monumental stone. 
xIx. ~ Breton men hir (mean stone, hir long) 
— W. maen hir, Corn. medn hir ; hir is cogn. 
with L. sérus late (cf. SINCE). 


menial mi:niol domestic XIV; proper to a 
domestic servant, servile xvir; sb. xiv. - AN. 
menial, meignial, f£. meinie ; see MEINIE, -1AL. 


meningitis menind;artis inflammation of 
the meninges (enveloping brain and spinal 
cord). xix. — modL., f. méning-, méninx, 
Gr. ménigx, pl. menigges mini-nd3iz used 
in Eng. from XVII); see -ITIS. 


meno- mi:no(u), comb. form of Gr. mén 
MONTH, used in path. terms for ‘menses’, as 
in me*nopPausE (Gr. paisis); menorrhagia 
-re‘d3io (Gr. rhag-, rhégniinai break, burst 
forth); menorrheea -ri-o (Gr. -rhoid flow, 
flux). 


menology mino‘led3i calendar, esp. of the 
Orthodox Church. xvii. - modL. méno- 
logium — late Gr. ménológion, f. méno-, men 
MONTH 4- lógos account; see -LOGY. 


menses me‘nsiz monthly discharge from 
the womb. xvi. medical use of L. ménsés, 
pl. of ménsis MONTH ; CATAMENIA. 


menshevik me'nfivik member of the more 

moderate section of the Russian Socialist 
party. 1917. — Russ. Men’shevik (1903), f 
mén’she less, compar. of mdlyy little; cf. 
BOLSHEVIK. 


menstruum me-nstruem uterine secretion 
XVI; solvent xvil. ~ L. ménstruum, in class L. 
only pl. menstrual blood, sb. use of n. of 
ménstruus, f. ménsis MONTH ; cf. prec. The 
development of the sense 'solvent' in medL. 
arose from the alchemists’ view of the trans- 
mutation of base metal into gold by a solvent 
liquid, which they compared to the develop- 
ment of the sperma in the womb by the 
agency of the menstrual blood. So me'n- 
struaL!. xiv. —L. ménstrudlis; cf. F. men- 
struel. me-nstruous. xvi. - OF. or late L. 


mensuration menj[üreion measuring. XVI 
(Digges). - late L. ménsürátio(n-), f. mén- 
süráre MEASURE ; See -ATION. So in F., etc. 
So me-nsuraBLE measurable, (hence) hav- 
ing assigned limits XVII ; (mus.) having fixed 
rhythm and length of notes xvii (earlier 
mensural xvii), — VF. mensurable or late L, 
ménsürábilis (also -alis). 


-ment mont suffix forming sbs., repr. (O)F. 
-ment :—- L. -mentum, which was added to 
vb.-stems to form sbs. expressing the result 
or product of an action or the means or in- 
strument of it, e.g. alimentum means of 
nourishment (f. alere), fragmentum broken 
piece (f. frag-, frangere), órnámentum that 
with which a thing 1s arranged (f. órnáre), 
pavimentum floor of stones beaten down (f. 
pavire). In popL. it was extended to the 
formation of nouns of action (repl. -fió 
-TION); this was continued in Rom. and is 
thus widely exemplified in Eng. adoptions 
from French, e.g. abridgement, commence- 
ment, government, management, alongside 
their vbs. abridge, etc. This set the fashion 
for the treatment of -ment as if it were 
native, as in amazement, betterment, fulfil- 
ment, wonderment; among such formations 
are many with be-, em-, en-, im-, in-. 
notable range of sense-development is illus- 
trated by atonement, complement, compliment, 
embankment, escapement, government, man- 
agement, refreshment, settlement, statement. 
Formations on adjs. are uncommon, as 
funniment, merriment, oddments ; Spenser has 
dreriment, hardiment, tollyment, unruliment. 
' The corr. adjs. end in -me:ntal. 


mental! me':ntol pert. to the mind. xv 
(Hoccleve). - (O)F. mental or late L. men- 
tális, f. ment- méns MIND; see -AL', Hence 
menta: LITY. xvii (Baxter). 


mental? me':ntol pert. to the chin. xvirr. 
= F. mental, f. L. mentum chin; see MOUTH, 
-AL}, 


menthol me-npo! crystalline camphor-like 
substance. XIX. — G. menthol (1861), 
mentha MINT? ; see -OL. 


mention me'nfən act of commemorating by 
speech or writing. XIV. ~ (O)F. mention = 
Sp. mencion, It. menzione — L. mentió(n-), 
f. base *men- of meminisse remember; cf. 
COMMENT. So merntion vb. xvi (Palsgr.). 
—- F. mentionner = Sp. mencionar, It. men- 
zionare, medL. mentionàáre. 


mentor mentz experienced and trusted 
counsellor. xvii. - F. mentor, appellative 
use of L. Mentor - Gr. Méntór, name of the 
Ithacan noble whose disguise Athene as- 
sumed to act as guide to the young Tele- 
machus in the ‘Odyssey’; the name was 
prob. chosen for its etymol. significance (f. 
*men- *mon- remember, think, counsel ; cf. 
MONITOR). Q Its currency in F. and Eng. 
is derived from its prominence in Fénelon’s 


‘“Télémaque’ (1699). 
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MENU 


menu me‘nji bill of fare. xIx. F., sb. use 
of menu small, MINUTE, for menu de repas 
‘list of items of a meal’. 


Mephistophelian  mifistofrlion. xix. of 
the character of Mephistopheles mefisto-filiz 
(abbrev. Mephisto mifi:stou) an evil spirit to 
whom Faust, the hero of the dramas of 
Marlowe and Goethe (viz. Doctor Faustus 
and Faust), sells his soul. 


mephitic mifitik offensive to the smell, 
pestilential. xvii. — late L. mephīticus, f. L. 
mephitis noxious vapour, (also personified) 
goddess who averts pestilential exhalations ; 
see -IC. 


mercantile m3:ikontail pert. to merchan- 
dise or commerce. Xvil. — F. mercantile — It. 
mercantile, f, mercante MERCHANT ; see -ILE. 


Mercator móikertoi name of Gerardus 
Mercator, latinization of Gerhard Kremer 
(1512-94), Flemish cartographer. xvii (M.'s 
projection). 


mercenary m3'sinori working merely for 
monetary reward, hired. xvi (More); sb. 
xiV (Ch.). — L. mercénárius, earlier mercen- 
nártus, f. mercéd-, mercés reward, wages; see 
MERCY, -ARY. Cf. (O)F. mercénaire. 


mercer mõ'ısər dealer in silks and other 

textiles (surviving as title of a livery com- 
pany). xu (AncrR.). - AN. mercer, (O)F. 
mercier = Pr. merc(ijer, Sp. mercero, It. 
merciajo :— Rom. *mercidrius, f£. L. merci-, 
merx MERCHANDISE ; see -ER?. So me'rcEeny. 
xit. — (OJF. mercerie. 


mercerize m3'1soraiz prepare (goods) with 
chemicals for dyeing. XIX. f. name of John 
Mercer, dyer of Accrington; see -IZE. 


merchandise mi-itfendaiz texchange of 
commodities; commodities of commerce. 
xu (RGlouc.). ME. marchaundise, mercan- 
dise - (O)F. marchandise, dial. Tmarcandise, 
f. marchand + -ise, repr. L. -itia. ME. syns. 
were tmerchandry, -dy. So merchant 
mà'at[ont trader. xit. ME. marchand, -aunt 
— OF. (and mod.) marchand, }march(e)ant 
= Pr. marcadans, It. mercatante :- Rom. 
*mercdtante, sb. use of prp. of *mercdtare, f. 
mercát-, mercári, f. merc-, merx merchandise, 
whence also Mercurius (see MERCURY). Also 
as adj. ‘relating to trade’, in laco m., statute 
"m. c. 1400; 'serving for transport’, as m7. ship 
(xiv); ‘occupied in commerce', as m. guild, 
guild m. (xv), m. adventurer (XV); attrib. in 
m. tailor xvi (surviving in Company of 
Merchant Taylors, Merchant Taylors’ 
School. 


Mercian mi-ifion pert. to, native of, the 
Anglo-Saxon kingdom of Mercia xvr; the 
dialect of Old English spoken there xix. f. 
medL. Mercia, f. OE. Merée, Mierée (pl.) 
lit. people of ‘the march’, ‘borderers’; see 
MARCH?, -IAN. 


mercury mé-ikjori (M-) Roman divinity 
identified with the Gr. Hermes (see HERME- 


MERGANSER 


NEUTIC, HERMETIC), god of eloquence, mes- 
senger of the gods, patron of traders, thieves, 
and roads, guide of departed souls xiv 
(hence, messenger, go-between, guide XVI); 
planet nearest the sun (Ch.); quicksilver 
(Ch.); (after L. herba mercurialis) plant- 
name XIV. —- L. Mercurius, orig. god of com- 
merce, f. merc-, merx MERCHANDISE; the 
application to the planet appears in classL., 
and like other names of planets, Mercurius 
became in medL. the name of a metal; the 
application to plants is confined to Eng. So 
mercuriAL m3jkjuo'riol xiv (Gower, ‘of 
the planet m."); volatile xvi. —- (O)F. or L. 


mercy m3-isit forbearance and compassion 

shown to one who has no claim to kindness. 
Xi. -(OJ)F. merci, now chiefly in sense 
‘thanks’ (see GRAMERCY) and in phr. à la 
merci de in the absolute power of = Pr. 
merces, Sp. merced, It. mercede :—- L. merc- 
dem, nom. mercés pay, reward, wages, 
fce, recompense, rent, revenue, in ChrL. 
used for misericordia pity, and gratiæ 
thanks. IlIence mne rcirui| xim; repl. 
earlier Tmerciable - OF. me:rcirzss. XIV. 


mere! mioi Tsea; lake. OE. mere, corr., 
with variaticns of gender, to OS. meri sea 
(Du. meer sea, pool), OHG. mari, meri (G. 
meer), ON. marr sea, Goth. mari- in mari- 
saiws, marei i= CGerm., *mari :- IE. *mori- 
*məri-, whence OSI. more (Russ. móre), 
Olr. muir (:- *mori), W. mor (cf. Gaulish 
Aremorici ‘dwellers near the sea’, whence 
Armorica Brittany), L. mare (whence F. mer, 
Pr., Sp. mar, It. mare). 


mere? mior boundary. OE. (ge)n&re — 

MDu. :;nére, meer, ON. (landaymzri land- 
mark ~~ Germ. *(ga)mairjam, poss. rel. to 
L. mūrus, earlier moerus, moiros wall (cf. 
MURAL). 


mere® mioz done without another’s help 
XV; Tunmixed, pure ; Tabsolute, entire; that 
is only what it is said to be xvi. — (in legal 
use, eg., m. motion) AN. meer, OF. mier 
(= Sp., It. mero) or its source L. merus not 
mixed, pure. Hence merety*. XVI. 


merel me'rol counter used in the game of 
merels, which is played by two players on a 
board with pebbles, discs, or pins. XIV 
(Gower). - OF. merel (mod. méreau) token 
cain, counter, also merelle, marelle board 
game with counters, f. Rom. *marra pebbles, 
shingle (cf. Ladin mar, mara, pebbles, heap 
of stone). 


meretricious meritri'fəs characteristic of 
a harlot, showily attractive. xvu. f L. 
meretricius, f. meretric-, -trix harlot, f. merére 
earn money, serve for hire; see -TRIX, 
-ICIOUS. 


Inerganser morpa:nsoi goosander. XVIII. 
- modL. merganser (Gesner 1555), f. mergus 
diver (water-fowl), f. L. mergere dive (see 
next) -- anser goose. 


[570] 


MERGE 


MESMERISM 





merge mdid3 tplunge, immerse XVII ; (leg.) 
extinguish or be extinguished by absorption 
XVII. ~= L. mergere dip, plunge; f. IE. 
*mezg-, whence also Lith. masgóti wash, 
Skr. majj- dive, sink; in legal use through 
AN. merger. Hence me-rger® extinguish- 
ment of a right, etc. xvin; (U.S.) combina- 
tion of one trading company with another 
XIX, — sb. use of the AN. vb. 


mericarp me'riká:p (bot.) portion of a fruit 
that splits away as a perfect fruit. xix. ~ F, 
méricarpe, irreg. f. Gr. méros part-]- karpós 
fruit; see MERO-!, CARPEL. 
meridian miri-dion À. Tmidday xiv ; point 
of sun's or star's highest altitude xv (Lydg.) ; 
B. great circle of the earth or a celestial 
sphere xiv (Ch.); individual locality xvi; 
adj. xiv (Ch.). — (O)F. méridien or L. meri- 
dianus (in sb. uses L. merididnum, sc. tempus 
time, i.e. noon, medL. »meridiàna noon, 
siesta), f. meridiés, nom. f. loc. meridié, by 
dissim. from *ediei dié at midday. in 
sense B ult. for L. circulus merididnus 
meridian circle, tr. Gr. «éóxAos peoquDpwós 
(ueonufpía f. uécos MID, Quépa day). So 
meri'dionari!. — F.- late L. (after septen- 
trionális). xiv (Maund.). 


meringue morz:n(g) confection made from 
pounded sugar. XVIII. — F. meringue (1706 
in Phillips), of unkn. origin. 


merino mori-nou variety of sheep prized 
for its fine wool XVIII; stuff made from the 
wool XIX. — Sp. merino, of disputed origin. 


merit merit fact or condition of deserving 
xit (AncrR.) ; fwhat is deserved x11 (Cursor 
M.); something that entitles one to recom- 
pense XIV (Wyclif). = (O)F. mérite = L. meri- 
tum price, value, service rendered, sb. use of 
pp. n. of merére, -éri earn, deserve, rel. to 
Gr. meíresthai obtain as a share, mofra, share 
fate, méros part (cf. MERO-1). So me'rit vb. 
treward xv (Caxton); deserve xvi. - FF. 
mériter, f. mérite. merito:RroUs. xv. f. L. 
meritórius ; earlier Tmeritory (XIV). 


merle mail (poet.) blackbird. xv. - (O)F. 
merle = Pr., Sp. merla, It. merla, merlo = 
L. merula, (late) merulu-s. @ Distant con- 
nexion with synon. Germ. *ams- (repr. by 
OE. ósle OUSEL, OHG. amsala, G. amsel) and 
W. mwyalch is possible. 


mermaid mo-i:meid fabulous being having 
the head and trunk of a woman and the tail 
of a fish. xıv (Ch.). f. MERE+ MAID. Also 
me€‘rMAIDEN. xiv (Ch.). Hence mer'MAN. 
XVII. Q Superseded mer(ejmin, OE. mere- 
menen, corr. to OHG. meremanni, meriminna, 
Du. meermin, ON. marmennill. 


mero-! mio'rou, me:rou before a vowel 
mer-, comb. form of Gr. méros part (rel. to 
motra cf, MERIT), in many techn, terms. XIX. 


mero-? mio'rou, mioro" comb. form of Gr. 
mérós thigh, rel. to MEMBER. XIX. 

-merous moros ending of bot. terms denot- 
ing (see MERO-!, -ous) ‘having (a specified 
number of) parts’, as pentamerous. 


Merovingian merévind3ien pert. to the 
line of Frankish kings founded by Clovis 
(c.A.D. 500) and to the kingdoms ruled by 
them. xvii. -— EF. smérovingien, £. medL. 
Merovingi pl., f. L. form (Meroveus) of the 
name of their reputed founder; see -1ING?, 
-IAN. 


merry meri tpleasing, agreeable OE. (so 
orig. in merry England, in which it was later 
apprehended as ‘joyous’); full of lively en- 
joyment xiv (hilarious from drink xvr), 
(arch., of a saying) amusing xv; (arch.) 
pleasantly amused xvii (Sh.). OE. myri(g)e 
<- Germ. *murgjaz (cf. MIRTH). Outside 
Eng. the only cognate corr. in sense is MDu. 
*merch, whence merchte mirth, merchtocht 
rejoicing, mergelijc joyful, mergen be merry ; 
but the word may be identical with Germ. 
*murgjaz short, repr. by OHG. murgfari of 
short duration, Goth. gamaurgjan shorten, 
f. IE. *mrghu-, whence Gr. brakhis, Av. 
marazu- short; for the sense-development 
cf. ON. skemta amuse, f. skamt (SCANT), n. 
of skammr short. The standard form with 
e repr. a predominantly S.E. development ; 
cf. left. Hence me rriwENT. xvi. Merry 
Andrew buffoon, clown. xvii (Dryden); of 
unkn, origin. me'rry-MAKE XVI (Spenser), 
-ma:king XVIII; f. phr. make m. me-rry- 
THOUGHT furcula between neck and breast of 
a bird xvir (Dekker); like synon. wish-bone, 
it refers to the custom of two persons pull- 
ing the bone so that it breaks between them. 


mesalliance meizæ'liãs, ||mezaljăs marriage 

with one of inferior social status. xvi. F.; 
see MIS-*, ALLIANCE. ‘The anglicized form 
misalli-ance (used in a gen. sense) is some- 


what earlier. 


meseems misrimz (arch.) it seems to me. 


XIV. f. ME! (dative) --- 3rd pers. sg. pres. ind. 
of SEEM. 


mesembryanthemum mése:mbrize:npi- 
mom (bot.) genus of plants of which several 
species open their flowers only about mid- 
day. x1x. modL. (Dillenius), for *mesembri-, 
f. Gr. mesémbrid noon (f. mésos MID, héméra 
day)-+ dnthemon, f. ánthos flower (cf. ANTHO- 
LOGY). 


mesentery me'sintori (anat.) fold of peri- 
tonzum. XVI. — medL. mesenterium = Gr. 
mesentérion, f. mésos MID--énteron intestine 
(cf. ENTERIC). 


mesh mef open space or interstice of a net- 
work, xvi. Early forms also meish, meash, 
mash, the first two indicating a long vowel; 
prob. ~ MDu. maesche (Du. maas), and 
masche, repr. Germ. *mæsk- (whence OHG. 
másca) and *mask- (whence OE. max. *masé 
net, mæscre mesh, OHG. masca, G. masche; 
ON. moskvi, the source of ME. mask). 


mesmerism me'zmorizm (production of) 
a hypnotic state in a person by exercise of 
another’s will-power. c.1800. f. name of 
Friedrich Anton Mesmer (1733-1815), Aus- 
trian physician+-1sm; so F. mesmérisme 
(1823). Hence me‘smeriZE. c.1830. 
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MESNE 


METAPHYSIC 





mesne min (leg.) intermediate, mean. xv. | mestizo misti-zou Sp. or Pg. half-caste; 


~ law F. mesne, var. of AN. meen MEAN®; 
for the unetymological s cf. DEMESNE. So 
mesnalty mi-nelti condition or estate of 
a mesne lord. xvi. —law F. mesnalte, f. 
mesne, after comunalte COMMONALTY. 


meso- me'so(u), before a vowel mes-, 
comb. form of Gr. mésos middle, Min, used 
in scientific terms of modern formation 
(xix), many of which have correls. in PRO-, 
PROTO-, META-; those of mesozoic -zou'ik 
(geol.) secondary (1880) are CAINOZOIC ter- 
tiary (1838), PALzEOZOIC primary (1838). 


mesquite me-skit leguminous tree of the. 
genus Prosopis; species of grass growing in 
their neighbourhood. xix. - Mex. Sp. 


mess mes A, portion or serving of food, 
dish of food xii (Cursor M.); made dish 
Xv ; mixed food for an animal xvii ; medley, 
confused or shapeless mass xix ; B. company 


offspring of a Spaniard and an American 
Indian. xvi. Sp. (= Pg. mestiço, Pr. mestis, 
F. métis) :- Rom. *mixticius, £. L. mixtus, 
pp. of miscére MIX. 


meta mito (Roman antiq.) conical column 


marking turning-point in a race in the 
Circus. xvi. L., ‘conical object’. 


meta- me-to, mitz:, before a vowel usu. 


mei-, before À meth-, repr. Gr. meta-, met-, 
meth-, comb. form of Gr. metd with, after 
(see MID) denoting chiefly sharing, joint 
action, pursuit, quest, (and esp.) change, 
corr. to L. TRANS-; used freely (and not 
always in accordance with Gr. analogy) in 
scientific terms since c.1850, as in anat. and 
zool. ‘behind’, ‘hinder’, ‘hindmost’ (some- 
times correl. with PRO- and MESO-), and in 
chem. (esp. as distingushing compounds 
from others in ORTHO- and PARA-). 


of persons eating together xv. = OF. mes (in | metabolism mitz-balizm process of chemi- 


sense A), mod. mets (infl. by metre place) :~ 
late L.. missu-s course of food, (earlier) course, 
round, or heat in sports, f. miss-, pp. stem 
of mittere send (out), put forth, cast, (in 
Rom. use) put, place ; cf. admit, commit, emit, 
etc., MISSION. Hence mess vb. (dial.) serve 
up (food) xiv; take one's meals xvii1; make 
a mess (of) XIX. me'ssMATE (sense B) xvii. 
me'ssyl. xix. 


message me:sid3 communication sent from 

one to another. Xil — (O)F. message — Pr. 
messatge, Sp. mensaje, etc. :- Rom. *missáti- 
cum (in medL. 1x), f. miss-; see prec. and 
-AGE. So messengER? me'sinda3o1 one who 
carries a message. XIII (AncrR.). ME. mes- 
sager (later messanger) — (O)F. messager, f. 
message. €[For intrusive n cf. OSTRINGER, 
PASSENGER, SCAVENGER, WHARFINGER, 


Messiah misai-o Heb. title applied to a 
promised deliverer of the Jewish nation, and 
hence to Jesus of Nazareth. Earlier forms 
Messie xiv (C (O)JF. Messie), Messias xn 
—late L. (Vulg. Messiás— Gr. Messíás 
— Aramic m'shiha, Heb. máshi?^h anointed 
(in LXX rendered by Khristós CHRIST), f. 
máshah anoint. Messias occurs in transla- 
tions of the Bible down to A.V. (here only 
in John i 41, iv 25); Messiah is an alt. form 
invented by the translators of the Geneva 


cal change in an organism. XIX. f. Gr. 
metabolé change, f. metabdlleim, f. metá 
META- J- bállein throw ; see BALLISTA, -ISM. 


metal me:tl any member of the class of sub- 


stances represented by gold, silver, copper, 
iron, lead, tin. xir (RGlouc., Cursor M.). 
—(O)F. métal, metail or its source L. 
metallum mine, quarry, metal = synon. Gr. 
métallon; has become CEur. So metallic 
mitze-lik. xvi (Maplet). —- F. or L.: earlier 
me-tallixg&! xv.- F. Hence metalli. 
XVI. See METTLE. 


metamorphosis metom5-1fasis, me:tamd- 


fowsis. — L. (in pl. as the title of a work by 
Ovid dealing with changes of shape) - Gr. 
metamórphósis; see META-, -MORPH, -OSIS. 
So metamo' rphose -fouz. xvi. — F.méta- 
morphoser, f£. métamorphose sb. — L.; also 
+metamo:rphiZe (xvi Sh. to xvii). 


metaphor me‘tafar figure of speech in- 


volving the transference of a name to some- 
thing analogous. xvi (Henry VIII). - (O)F. 
métaphore (Jean de Meung) or L. metaphora 
(Quintilian) — Gr. metaphord, f. metaphérein 
TRANSFER; see META-, BEAR? So meta- 
phorican -fo:rikol] xvi (Latimer), -pho'rr- 
CALLY. XVI (Golding); cf. late L. metaphoricé 
adv. (Isidore). 


Bible of 1560, to impart a more Hebraic | metaphysic metofi-zik branch of philo- 


aspect to the word; it was adopted in A.V. 
(only in Dan. ix 25, 26). So Messianic 
mesianik, xix. —-modL. Messianicus; cf. 
F. messianique, G. messianisch. 


messieurs me'seiz, |Immesjó. xvir. F., pl. of 
MONSIEUR. 


messuage me-swid3z orig. portion of land 
for a dwelling-house, (now) dwelling-house 
with appurtenances and land assigned there- 
to. xIv (Ch.). -AN. mes(s)uage house, 
household, AL. mes(s)udgium, supposed to 
be misreadings of mesnage, mesnagium 
MENAGE, but the case is doubtful, the sense 
development being obscure, 
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sophical inquiry which treats of the first 
principles of things. xiv (Trevisa). = (O)F. 
metaphysique (Oresme) - medL. metaphysica 
fem. sg., for earlier n.pl. (repr. by meta- 
phy:sics xvi) - medGr. (td) metaphusika, 
for tà metà tà phusikd 'the things (works) 
after the Physics’; see META-, PHYSIC(S). 
So metaphy:sic adj. xvi (Tindale), -1caL 
XV, -I°CIAN XVI (G. Harvey). Q The title of 
Aristotle’s work named Metaphysics derives 
from the fact that the books so designated 
followed in the received arrangement the 
treatises on natural science known as rà 
duvatxa ‘the physics’; although Gr. metd 
does not normally imply ‘beyond’ or ‘tran- 


METATARSUS 


METRE 





scending’ it came to be so interpreted in this 
word prob. on the model of such a corre- 
spondence as metaphor and transfer. 


metatarsus metotd-1sos (anat.) group of 
bones lying between the tarsus and the toes. 
XVII. - modL. ; see META-, TARSUS. 


metathesis mitz-pisis (result of) transposi- 

tion of sounds or letters in a word. XVII. 
-late L.- Gr. metáthesis, f. metatithénai 
transpose; see META-, THESIS. So meta- 
thetic -pe:tik. xix. 


mete mit (arch.) measure out. OE. metan = 
OFris. meta, OS. metan, OHG. mezzan (Du. 
meten, G. messen), ON. meta, Goth. mitan 
+= CGerm. *metan; the IE. base *med- is 
repr. also by L. smeditàri MEgprrATE, Gr. 
médesthai care for, OIr. midiur I treasure, 
med measure, beside *mod-, of L. modus 
MODE, modius bushel, Skr. masti¥ measure, 
weight, and MEAT. 


metempsychosis mitempsikou'sis (for 
merly often str. on the third syll. after Gr.) 
transmigration of the soul. xvi. - late L. 
— Gr. metempsáükhosis, f. metd META--|-en IN 
--psükhé soul (see PSYCHIC). 


meteor mi‘tiar +atmospheric phenomenon 
xv ; fireball, shooting star xvi (Sh.). — modL. 
meteórum — Gr. metéóron, sb. use of n. of 
metéóros raised up, lofty, f. metd META-4- 
*eór-, var. of base of aeírein raise. Hence, 
or partly - medL.  seteóricus, meteoric 
mitio'rik Televated, lofty xvi1; Tpert. to the 
atmosphere XVIII; pert. to meteors XIX. Cf. 
F. météore, météorique. me‘teoriTE meteoric 
stone. x1x (Olmsted); earlier me-teoroLITE 
(-lithe, Southey). meteoro-Locy study of 
atmospheric phenomena. xvi. =F. or 
modL. - Gr. meteórologíá. me:teororo:Gi- 
CAL XVI (Dee); so FE. météorologique (xvi). 


meter! mi-taz (local) measurer. xiv (Wycl. 
Bible). f. METE-- -ERI. 


meter? mi:tor apparatus for measuring 
quantities. XIX. First in gas m. (1815); 
perh. a use of METER! suggested by gasometer 
(1790). 


-meter miter terminal el. in names of in- 
struments for scientific measuring, the 
earliest of which (xvir) were adopted, partly 
through F., from modL. terms in -metrum 
(intended to repr. Gr. métron METRE!), e.g. 
barometer, hygrometer, thermometer, which 
are not, however, formed according to Gr. 
analogies. In xvin and xIx hybrid forma- 
tions came in, such as alcoholometer, calort- 
meter, galvanometer, gasometer, lactometer, 
pedometer, taximeter, voltameter. Nonce- 
words of a joc. kind have been frequent, esp. 
in imitation of Sydney Smith’s foolometer 
‘fool-measurer’. The corr. nouns of action 
end in -metry mitri (cf. GEOMETRY). 


methane me'þein (chem.) light carburetted 
hydrogen, marsh gas, CH,. xix. f. METH|YL 
+ -ANE, 


metheglin mipe:glin spiced or medicated 
mead. xvi. —W. meddyglyn, f. meddyg 
medicinal (- L. medicus MEDICAL) 4 llyn 
liquor (= Ir. linn, Gael. linne pool). 


methinks mipi‘nks (arch.) it seems to me. 
OE. mé byncp, ME., early modEng. me 
thinketh, repl. by methinks (XVI); see ME and 
THINK ; p.t. methought mipo:t (xir), repl. 
OE. mé pühte. 


method me:poad fsystematic treatment of 
a disease ; special form of procedure ; orderly 
arrangement. XVI. — F. méthode or L, 
methodus = Gr, méthodos pursuit of know- 
ledge, mode of investigation, f. metá (see 
MID) 4- hodós way. methodicar mipo:dikol 
(hist.) belonging to a school of physicians 
(between ‘dogmatists’ and ‘empirics’); pert. 
to method xv1; (earlier methodic). — late L. 
methodicus ~ Gr. me‘thodist physician of 
the methodical school; one who follows a 
certain method xvi; member of the Holy 
Club established at Oxford in 1729; mem- 
ber of religious bodies originating in this 
(cf. WESLEYAN). — modL. methodista ; hence 
me‘thodism. @ The words have become 
CEur. 


methyl me:bil (chem.) hypothetical radical 
of wood spirit. 1840. ~ F. méthyle (1840), 
G. methyl, back-formations from F. méthy- 
lène (1835), G. methylen (whence me'thy- 
IENE 1835), f. Gr. méthu wine MEAD! + kúlë 
wood. Hence me'thylated pp. (see -ATE?). 


meticulous mitikjülos ftimid xvI: over- 
careful about details xıx. f. L. meticuldsus 
(Plautus), f. metus fear, after periculdsus 
PERILOUS ; see -OUS. 


métier mertjei one's trade, business, or 
line. xvui. F. :- Rom. *msterium, for L. 
ministerium service, MINISTRY, assoc. with 
mysterium MYSTERY. 


metonymy méto-nimi (rhet.) substitution 
for the name of a thing the name of an 
attribute of it, ete. xvr. First in late L. form 
metónymia — Gr. metónumíá, f. metá META- -+ 
ónoma, /Eolic ónuma NAME ; see -v?. 


metope me‘tédupi (archit.) square space 
between triglyphs of the Doric frieze. xvi 
(methopa). — L. metopa — Gr. metópe, f. metd 
between META---opaí holes in a frieze to 
receive the beam ends. 


metre!, U.S. meter mi:tor form of poetic 
rhythm, metrical form, verse. xiv (Rolle, 
R. Mannyng, Ch.). —(O)F. métre, corr. to 
Sp., It. metro, G. meter — L. metrum (which 
was adopted in OE.) —- Gr. métron. f. IE. 
*mé- MEASURE-+ instr. suffix. Also in comps. 
dimeter, hexameter, pentameter, etc. So 
metric! me-trik science of metrical form. 
XVIII; cf. F. métrique, G. metrik, etc. 
me‘trICAL pert. to metre Xv; relating 
to measurement XVII. — L. metricus — Gr. 
me‘trisT. XVI. ~medL. meirista, 
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MICTURITION 


mezzotint me-dzoutint thalf-tint; method 
of engraving a metal plate for printing. XVIII. 
Earlier in It. form mezzoti-nto (xvi); f. 
mezzo half (:— L. mediu-s MID)-+ tinto TINT. 


METRE 


metre’?, U.S. meter unit of length of the 
metric system. XVII. -F. mètre- Gr. 
métron (see prec.). So me-tric?. xix. 





metro me:trou short for Metropolitan Rail- 
way. XX. mho mou (electr.) unit of conductivity. xix 
(W. Thomson, later Lord Kelvin). Reversal 


metro- me-trou, mitro:, comb. form of Gr. of OHM. 


métron measure (see METRE), as in me‘tro-~ 
nome instrument for marking time with an 
inverted pendulum. xix. 


mi, me mi (mus.)third note of the scale. 
XVI. See UT. 


miaow miau': MEW?, XVII. Echoic; cf. F. 


metropolis miítro:pelis (hist.) see of the 
miaou and miaul (xvii) — F. miauler. 


bishop of a province; chief city. XVI. 
— late L. métropolis - Gr. métrópolis (Hero- 
dotus), f. métér MOTHER + pólis city (cf. 
POLITIC). Cf. (O)F. métropole, whence late 
ME. metropole (xtv). So metropolitan 
metropo-liton. xvi. — late L. metropolitdnus, 
f. Gr. métropolités citizen of a metropolis, 
metropolitan bishop. me:troPoLI-TICAL 
XVI. — medL. metropoliticus. 


miasma maiæ'zmə noxious. exhalation. 
xvii. —modL. - Gr. míasma defilement, 
pollution, rel. to mzaínein pollute (cf. AMI- 
ANTHUS). So mi-asm xvii ; after F. miasme. 


mica marko Tsmall plate of talc, etc.; 
mineral consisting essentially of silicate of 
aluminium occurring in glittering scales or 
in crystals. xvi. — L. mica grain, crumb; 
the modL. use in min. was prob. orig. con- 
textual (‘a particle’ of .. .), and the develop- 
ment of the specialized meaning was perh. 
furthered by assoc. with L. micãre shine. 
lience mica‘CEOUS. XVII (Pennant). 


mettle metl quality of temperament XVI 
(Swearing cometh of a hot mettal, Lyly); (of 
a horse) vigour, spirit (Sh.); (of persons) 
XVI. In earliest use (late xvi) mettal(l), -ell, 
vars. of METAL, which began to be estab- 
lished as mettle in early XVII to distinguish 
the fig. uses above defined, which are so far 
removed from the lit. senses that a graphic 
differentiation was appropriate. 


Michaelmas mi‘klmoes feast of St. Michael 
the archangel, 29 September (a quarter-day). 
OE. sancte Micheles mzsse Saint Michael's 
mass (see Mass!), ME. Mi(3h)elmasse (xu), 
Mykylmes (xv); Michael markl repr. (ult.) 
Heb. Mikhaél ‘who is like God’. 


mickle miki muckle ma-kl (dial.) great, 
much. north. and eastern ME. mikel (X111, 
Ormulum, Bestiary, Cursor M.), later north. 
mekil (whence Sc. meikle) - ON. mzkell — 
OE. micel MucH. 'lhe var. ME. mukel (x1v), 
later north. muckle, arose from assoc. with 
muchel, MUCH. Also adv. XII, sb. XIV. 


mew! mjii sea-guil. OE. mæw, corr. to OS. 
méu (MLG., MDu. méwe, Du. meeuw; G. 
mówe is from LG):- Germ. *mai(z)wiz, 
rel. to *maiywaz, whence OHG. méh, ON. 
mdr (pl. mdvar, mdfar). 


mew? mji cage for hawks while moulting; 
coop, breeding-cage. xiv. —(O)F. mue 
(corr. to Sp., It. muda), f. muer moult, shed 
horns, in OF. also change = L. miutdre 
(see MUTATION). So mew vb. cast (feathers), 


esp. of a hawk. xiv . - (OF. muer. À se- | micro- mairkrou, before a vowel micr-, 


cond vb. mew put a hawk ‘in mew’, cage, 
(transf.) shut up, confine xv, is f. the sb. 
See also MEWS. 


comb. form of Gr. mikrós, var. of smikrós 
small, poss. rel to SMALL; used in many 
scientific terms. microcosm mai'kro(u)- 


kozm man viewed as an epitome of the uni- 
verse. xv(Ludg.). ~ F. microcosme or medL. 
micro(s)cosmus - Gr. mikros késmos little 
world. microMETER maikro-mitez instru- 
ment for measuring very small distances. 
XVII. — F. micromètre. Mi'CroPHONE instru- 
ment for intensifying sounds. xvir. micro- 
SCOPE markroskoup magnifying glass for 
details. xvir (1656) - modL. microscopium. 


mew? mjü utter the characteristic cry of the 
cat. xIv. Echoic, varying with tmewt (x1v— 
XVIII), fmute (Skelton); cf. M1AOW. 


mew] mjūl whimper, whine, mew. XVII 
(Sh.). Echoic; cf. miaul, MIAOW. 


mews mjiiz royal stables at Charing Cross, 
London xiv; stabling built round an open 
space xvi. pl. of (arch. and dial.) mew cage, 
coop (xiv) = (O)F. mue, f. muer vb. (MEW?). 


Mexican me‘ksikon pert. to Mexico. XVII. 
— Earlier Sp. mexicano (now mej-), f. Mexico, 
f. Mexitli, one of the names of the Aztec god 
of war; See -AN. 


microbe mai'kroub extremely minute liv- 
ing being, esp. bacterium. xIx. = F. microbe 
(1878, Sédillot), f. Gr. mikrós MICRO--+ bíos 
life (used for ‘living creature’); see BIO-. 


micturition miktjuri'Jan desire to make 
water, (often simply) making water. XVIII. 
- L. micturitió(n-), f. pp. stem. of »micturire, 
desiderative formation.on mict-, minct-, pp. 
stem of mingere make water, formed with 
nasal infix, like OLith. mingu I urinate, on 
the JE. base *meigh- repr. by synon. L. 
meiere. Cf. MIXEN. 


mezereon mizio'rion shrub Daphne Meze- 
reon. Xv (-zon). - medL. —- Arab. mázaryün 
(Avicenna). 


mezzanine me'zonin low storey between 
two higher ones. XVIII. = F. mezzanine = It. 
mezzanino, dim. of mezzano middle, MEAN?. 
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MID 


MILCH 





mid mid (in partitive concord) the middle 
or midst of. OE. *midd, only in obl. forms 
midde, middes, midne, midre, middum (cf. 
AMID), corr. to OFris. midde, OS. middt, 
OHG. mitti, ON. miór, Goth. midjis :- 
CGerm. *midja-, *medja- 1- CIE. *medhjo-, 
whence also L. medius (cf. MEDIAL), Gr. 
méssos (t= *methjos), later mésos MESO-, 
Gaul. medio- (as in Mediolánum, lt. Milano 
Milan), OIr. mide middle (sb.), Mide Meath, 
prop. ‘middle province’, immeddén in the 
middle or interior, OSI. mezda limit, mezdu 
between, Russ. mezd boundary, Skr. md- 
dhyas, Av. maióyó in the middle of, Arm. 
7j middle (sb.); mi'dday, mi'dnight, 
mi'dsummer, midwi'nter occur in OE. 
both as two words (with mid inflected) and 
as comps.; in the Continental langs. the 
corr. terms are only comps., exc. ON. midr 
dogr, mir vetr; midland mi-dlend (xvi), 
contr. of ME. middel land (xut) ; mi*dmost 
(xvir) alt. (by assoc. with -MosT) of OE., ME. 
midmest, also OE., OFris. medemest; for 
formation and development cf. FOREMOST; 
mi'dwav adv. in the middle of the distance 
xin. ME. midwei, for o midweie, OE. on 
midwege ; cf. MDu. middewech. 


midden mi-dn dunghill, manure heap. xiv. 
ME. mydding, of Scand. origin; identical 
with Da. medding, earlier megdyng(e), f. meg 
MUCK 43- dynge heap (cf. DUNG), Norw. dial. 
mykjardunge, mitting. 


middle mi:dl so placed as to have the same 
quantity or number on each side. OE. 
middel, midl- adj. and (by ellipsis) sb. m. — 
OFris. middel adj., OS. middil-, in comps. 
(Du. middel adj. and sb.), OHG. mittil (G. 
mittel adj. and sb.) :- WGerm. *middila, f. 
*middi :- Germ. *miója- MiD 4--il -1e?. In 
OE. and ME. chiefly in superl. midlest (now 
obs. or dial.); in G. the prevailing form is 
the compar., which is not recorded in Eng. ; 
middlest was repl. by mi:ddlewosr, north. 
ME. midelmast (xu1). Middle Ages (1713), 
earlier T Middle Age (1621), rendering modL. 


media ætas (1518), medium ævum (1604). 


middling mi-dlin tintermediate xv (Haye); 
of medium size or quality xvi. First in Sc. 
use, from which it passed into southern use 
in the reign of James I. prob. f. miIp+-LING?, 
Cf. OE. mydlinga moderately. 


middy mrdi (colloq.) midshipman. xix 
(Marryat) ; see -v$. 


midge mid; small gnat-like insect. OE. 
myég(e), corr. to OS. muggia (Du. mug), 
OHG. mucca (G. mücke) ON. my (Sw. 
mygg, mygga, Da. myg) :- Germ. *mugjaz, 
*muzjón, rel. to L. musca fly (cf. MOSQUITO), 
Gr. muía, Lith. musé, OSI. (Russ.) mükha. 
Hence midget mi'd3it sand-fly (in Canada) 
c.1850; extremely small person c.1865. 


midrash mi‘dref Jewish commentary on 
the Hebrew scriptures. xvir. = Heb., f. 
darash investigate, search. 


midriff mi-drif diaphragm. OE. midhrif 
(— OFris. midref), f. *midd wp hrif belly 
= OFris. hrif, href, OHG. href, of obscure 
origin. 


midshipman midfipmən naval rank be- 
tween cadet and lowest commissioned 
officer. xvi, Earlier Tonidshipsman, f. Tinid- 
Shibs (see AMIDSHIPS)H-MAN. Hence mi:d- 
shipMITE? XIX. 


midst midst middle point or position. xiv. 
ME. middest, alt. of tmiddes (xiv), which 
was evolved from advb. phr. in middes, on 
middes, which are alterations of in middan, 
on middan, where the prep. governs the dat. 
of midde sb. MIDDLE, or the weak-inflected 
adj. Q For parasitic t cf. amongst, whilst. 


midwife  mi:dwaif, (formerly) mrd(w)if. 
XIV. prob. f. mip (prep. and adv.) with, 
together+ WIFE in the sense ‘woman’ (so 
Tmidwoman xir, the notion being ‘a wo- 
man who is with the mother at the birth' 
(cf. the etymol. meaning of obstetric). 
Hence midwifery mid(w)ifri. xv. 


mien min person's bearing or look. xvi: 

(G. Douglas) Earlier men, mene, meane, 
mine; prob. aphetic of Tdemean sb. (xv; 
f. the vb.), later assim. to F. mine look, 
aspect. 


might! mait quality of being able, power, 
strength. OE. miht, for mieht, non-WS. 
mæht = OFris. mecht, macht, OS., OHG. 
maht (Du., G. macht), Goth. mahts :- CGerm. 
*maxtiz (exc. ON.  máttr :—- *maytuz), 
f. *mag- be able; see Mav!, -T!. Hence 
mi:ghty! OE. mihtig — OFris. mahtig, etc. 


might? see MAY! 


mignonette minjone:t plant Reseda odo- 
rata. XVIII. = F. mignonnette, fem. of 
Țmignonnet, dim. of mignon delicately small, 
of unkn. origin; see -ETTE. 


migraine migrein. xvii (Walpole). —F. 
(see MEGRIM). 


migration moigreríon moving in flight, 
etc. from one place to another. xvii. =F. 
migration or L. migratióo(n-), f£. migráre, prob. 
based on *mei- change (cf. MUTABLE); see 
-ATION. So or hence migra'TE?. xvii. 


mikado mikā'dou title of emperor of Japan. 
XVIII. Jap., f. m2 august-+kado door. @ Cf. 
Sublime Porte ‘august gate’ as the name of 
the central office of Ottoman government. 


milch miltf giving milk, in milk. xm. ME. 
mielch, melche, milche, repr. OE. *mielée (cf. 
prilmilée month of May, in which cows can 
be milked thrice in the day), += *melukjaz, 
f. *meluk-, meolc MILK. @ The form in use 
in OE. is identical with the sb. = MDu. 
melk, OHG. melch, G. melk, ON. mjólkr. 
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MILD 





mild maild Tgracious, kind; gentle, not 
rough OE.; Ttame xim; operating gently 
XIV; not rough, strong, or severe Xv. OE. 
milde = OFris. milde, OS. mildi, OHG. 
milti (Du, G. mild), ON. mildr, Goth. 
-mildeis, -milds (in friabwa|mildeis loving, 
un|mildeis unkind, mildiþa kindness) :- 
CGerm. *milojas, *milüiz, f. YE. *meldh- 
*mol dh-*mldh-, whence Gr. malthakós (:- 
*midhyqós) soft, Skr. márdh, mrdh neglect, 
despise, OIr. meldach pleasing, OSI. mladú 
young, tender, L. mollis soft (:— *moldwis); 
extension of *mel- *mol- (cf. MILL). 


mildew mi‘ldja thoney-dew OE.; morbid 

growth on plants, etc. xiv. OE. mildéaw, 
meledéaw = OS. milidou (Du. meeldauw), 
OHG. militou (G., with assim. to mehl 
MEAL!, mehltau), Sw. mjdldagg, Da. meldug ; 
f. Germ. *melipb (Goth. milip; cf. L. mel, 
Gr. mélt) honey-+ *dawwaz DEW. 


mile mail Roman measure of 1,000 paces 
(mille passus or passuum) estimated at 1,618 
yards; unit of measure derived from this, 
viz. 1,760 yards in English-speaking coun- 
tries. OE. mil fem. = MDu. mile (Du. 
mijl), OHG. mil(Da (G. meile), ON. mila 
(prob. from OE.):- WGerm. *milja - L. 
mila, milla, pl. of mile, mille thousand. 
«| In Rom. langs. the L. sg. 1s repr. by F. 
mil(le), It. miglio, the pl. by Pr., Sp. milla, 
Pg. milka. 


milfoil mi'lfoil yarrow. xi. — OF. milfoil 
(now millefeuille, after feuille leaf) = L. 
mile-, millefolium, f. mile, mille xooo .- 
folium leaf (see FOIL?), after Gr. murióphullon 
(mtirios myriad, phillon leaf); the ref. is to 
the finely-divided leaves. 


miliary mi-liari resembling millet seed. xvIt. 
— L. milidrius, £. milium MILLET; see -ARY. 


milieu miljö environment. XIX. F., f. mi 
(:= L. mediu-s MID) + lieu place (:— L. locu-s). 


militant mi'litont engaged in warfare xv 
(chirche m.); combative xvit. = F. militant 
or L. militant-, -àns, prp. of militüre serve as 
a soldier, f. milit-, miles soldier, perh. of 
Etruscan origin like satelles SATELLITE; see 
-ANT. So mi'litarisM. XIX. = F. milita- 
risme, f. militaire. mmi litarisr ẸFsoldier XVII 
(Sh.); (now) one dominated by military 
ideas. military pert. to soldiers or an 
army. xvi. f. F. militaire or L. militàris; 
preceded by Tmnilitan. militarE? Tserve 
as a soldier; tconflict with, be evidence 
against XVII. militia mili-fa  Tmilitary 
discipline or service; military force, esp. 
citizen army. XvI. — L., f. milit- ; see -1A!; 
cf. F. milice. 


milk milk fluid secreted by the mamme of 
female mammalia. OE. Anglian miic, WS. 
meol(o)c = OF ris. melok, OS. miluk (Du. 
melk), OHG. miluh (G. milch), ON. mjólk, 
Goth. miluks:- CGerm. *meluks fem., f. 
*melk- (repr. by the vbs. OE. melcan, OHG. 
melchan) += IE. *melg- *mlg-, whence OlIr. 
melg sb. and the vbs. L. mulgére, Gr. amel- 


MILLET 


gein, OSI. miésti, Olr. bligim. Hence vb. 
OE. nmnülcian. comp. mi'lksop orig. soP 
dipped in milk, (hence) one who is fed on 
such food, Tyoung infant, (transf.) effemi- 
nate fellow xiv (Ch.; as a nickname or 
surname XIII). Hence mi lky!; M. Way tr. 
L. via lactea; cf. GALAXY. XIV. 


mill? mil building fitted with apparatus for 
grinding corn OE. ; the apparatus itself xvI; 
building in which an industry or manu- 
facture is carried on xvi. OE. mylen m. and 
fem. :- *miclino, -ina, for late L. molinum, 
-ina, f. and repl. L. mola grindstone, 
mill, rel. to molere grind (see MEAL’), For 
the loss of final n cf. the common dial. 
pronunc. kil of kiln. comp. mi'llsrone late 
OE. ; cf. Du. molensteen, etc. Hence mill vb. 
xvI. @ The late L. fem. was adopted in other 
Germ. langs. and in OSL.; for the native 
Germ. word for hand-mill see QUERN. 


mill mil 1:/rooo of a dollar. xvit. Short 
for n. of L. millesimus MILLESIMAL. 


millboard mi-lbdoid stout pasteboard made 
of coarse matter milled or rolled with high 
pressure. XVIII. alt. of milled board, i.e. 
board flattened by rolling or beating. 


millennium  mileniom period of 1000 
years, spec. that during which Christ will 
reign on earth (Rev. xx 1-5). xvii. ~modL., 
f. L. mille 1000, after biennium (see BIEN- 
NIAL). So miilenarian milineo'rion pert. 
to (sb. one who believes in) the millennium. 
xvii. f. L. millenarius, £. milléni, distributive 
of mille ; see -ARIAN ; whence also millenanv 
mrlinori. XVI. 


millepede milipid arthropod with many 
legs. xvi. —-L. millepeda woodlouse, f. 
mille 1000+ ped-, pës FOOT. 


miller mi:lox one whose trade is grinding 
corn in a mill, proprietor or tenant of a corn- 
mil. xiv (PPLl, Ch.) Late ME. mulnere, 
mylnere, millere prob. (with assim. to MILL?) 
-MLG., MDu. molner, mulner (Du. mole- 
naar, mulder), in OS. mulineri, corr. to OHG. 
mulinäri (G. müller), ON. mylnari — late L. 
molinárius (CRom., exc. Rum.), f. molina 
MILL;see-ER!. @ Superseded OF. miyle(n)- 
weard (orig.) custodian of a lord’s mill, 
(later) miller. ‘Three types survive as sur- 
names, Miller, Milner, Mil(1)ward, with var. 
Millard, beside Mil(l)man. 


millesimal mile:simol thousandth (part). 
XVII. f. L. millēsimus, f. mille 1000; see 
-AL!, 


millet milit graminaceous plant, Panicum 
miliaceum. xiv (Maund.). -(O)F. millet, 
dim. of (dial.) mil (whence Eng. Tr»ull(e) xv1) 
= Pr. melh, Sp. mijo, 1t. miglio, Rum. metà 
t= L. milium (whence OE. mil and late ME. 
tmile), rel. to Gr. meliné, Lith. málnos pl. 
(this parallel evidence indicates that the 
plant was known in primitive IE. times). 
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MILLI- 


milli-, comb. form of L. mille thousand (see 
MILE), used esp. in denominations of the 
metric system to denote the thousandth part 
of a unit, e.g. milligramme, millimetre (x1x). 


milliary miliori pert. to a mile or mile- 
stone. xvii. —L. mil(lyàárius, f. mille; see 
MILE, -ARY. 


milliner midlínor fvendor of fancy ware 
such as was orig. made at Milan (e.g. Melane 
fustian, Myllen bonnettes); maker-up of 
articles of female apparel (now esp. hats). XVI 
(mylloner, mileyner, milliner). £. Milan, name 
of the chief city of Lombardy, Italy, famous 
for textile fabrics and steel-work -- -ER!. 
Hence mi-linznv. xvir. 


million mi:ljan a thousand thousands XIV; 
the multitude xvi1.. —(O)F. million, prob. 
- It. Tmillione, now milione (whence also Sp. 
millon, Pg. milháo), f. mille thousand (see 
MILE)-+augm. suffix -one. @ The F. word 
has passed into Germ. and Sl. langs. So 
millionaire miljoneo:r. xix. — F. million- 
naire (XVIII); the F. form and the anglicized 
millionary have also been used. 


milt milt A. spleen in mammals OE.; B. 
(perh. from Du.) soft roe. xv. OE. milte 
and milt, corr. to OFris. milte, MDu. milte 
(Du. milt) spleen, milt of ish, OHG. milzi n. 
(G. milz fem.), ON. milti :- CGerm. (exc. 
Gothic) *miltjaz, *miltjon, perh. rel. to 
*meltan MELT. Q The earlier name for male 
fish roe was milk xiv (so Du. melk, G. milch, 
Sw. mjólke), the resemblance to which may 
have assisted the transference of meaning. 


mime maim jester, buffoon; farcical drama 
of the Greeks and Romans. XVII. — L. mimus 
-Gr. mimos imitator, actor. Cf. F. mime, 
Sp., It. mimo. Hence vb. xvii. So mi:meo- 
GRAPH mi-miou- stencil device for multi- 
plying manuscript or printed matter, 1889. 
irreg. f. Gr. miméomai | imitate. mimesis 
maimi:sis imitation. XVI. = Gr., f. mīmeî- 
sthai. mimetic maime'tik pert. to imita- 
tion or mimicry. XVII. ~ Gr. mimétikds, f. 
mimeísthai imitate, f. m?mos, mimic mi:mik 
pert. to a mime or buffoon; imitative; sb. 
burlesque performer; imitator XVI. = L. 
mīmicus = Gr. mīmikós, f. mîmos; cf. F. mi- 
mique, etc. Hence vb., mi:micry. XVII. 
miminy-piminy mimini pi:mini  over- 
refined. xix. Phonetically symbolic; cf. 
contemp. NIMINY-PIMINY and dial. mim 
(xvii), imit. of pursing the lips. 


mimosa mi-, maimou'sa, -ou'za sensitive 
plant, Mimosa pudica, and its allies. xvii. 
- modL, mimõsa (Colin, 1619), app. f. L. 
mimus MIME-+-6sa, fem. (sc. herba, planta) 
of -dsus -osE!, and so named from its imita- 
tion of animal sensitiveness. 


mina! maino unit of weight in the Near 
East; ancient Greek money. xvi. — L. mina 
—- Gr. mná. 


mina? maino Indian starling. XVIII. - 
Hindi mainda ; vars. with my-, mat-, -ah, -ar. 
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minatory mi'nətəri 


MINE 





minaret mi'nəret tall slender tower of a 


mosque. XVII. ~ F, minaret or Sp. minarete, 
It. minaretto -'lurcized form of Arab. 
manárat, f. nàr fire (cf. mandr lighthouse). 


threatening. XVI. 
-late L. minátórius, f. mindt-, pp. stem of 
minári MENACE; see -ORY?. 


mince mins cut up small xiv; Tminimize, 


disparage; extenuate, moderate ; talk, walk, 
etc., affectedly xvt. =- OF. mincier :- Rom. 
*minütiare, f. L. minütia see MINUTIA ; dial. 
vars. with -ch, -sh are - OF. dial. minchier. 
Hence sb. minced meat as a dish. xix. 
Q| Mincemeat, mi-nce-pie: (both xvii) are 
for minced meat, minced pie. 


mind maind memory (surviving in phr. in 


m., to m., time out of m.) ; thought, purpose, 
intention; mental faculty. xm. Early ME. 
mind(e), with dial. vars. miind(e), mend(e), 
later meende; aphetic of imiind, etc. = OE. 
gemynd, corr. to OHG. gimunt, Goth. 
gamunds memory :- Germ. *gamundiz, f. 
*2a- Y---*mun-, weak grade of the series 
*men- *man- *mun-t:—- lE. *men- *mon- 
*mn- revolve in the mind, think. Other 
Germ. derivs. are: OF ris. minne, OS. minnea, 
OHG. minna (G. minne) love; ON. minni, 
Goth. gaminþi memory (:- *zamenpjam) ; 
OE. manian remind, exhort, advise, ge|munan 
(present geman) remember, OS. far|munan 
deny, despise, Goth. munan (present man) 
think, believe, muns thought, OE. myne 
(:= *muniz) memory, desire, love. Hence 
mind vb. REMIND; remember, give heed to 
XIV ; (dial.) perceive, notice xv; contemplate 
XVI ; be careful about xvii. @ The IE. base 
was very prolific; many derivs. are given in 
the articles AUTOMATON, COMMENT, DEMEN- 
TIA, MANIA, MATHESIS, MEMENTO, MEMORY, 
MENTAL, MENTION, MENTOR, MNEMONIC, 
MONITION, REMEMBER, REMINISCENT. 


mine! main poss. adj., of or pert. to ME. 


OE. min = OFris., OS., OHG. mīn (Du. 
mijn, G. mein), ON. minn, Goth. meins i- 
CGerm. *minaz, f. IE. locative *mej of me 
ME + adj. suffix *-no- (cf. THINE, SWAIN). 
A case-form of this adj., OE. min, etc., Goth. 
meina (cf. OSI. mene, Lith. mang for *mene, 
OPers. mand), was used as the genitive of I; 
in Eng. this did not survive the OE. period. 
In xiu the final n of the adj. was already 
dropped before a cons. in southern and 
midland Eng.; but it was retained in the 
north, and survived till xv in Sc. See MY. 


mine? main dig in the earth for ore, coal, 


etc. XII. —(O)F. miner — Pr., Sp. minar, 
It. minare, perh. orig. Gallo- Rom. deriv. of 
a Celtic word repr. by Ir., Gaelic mein ore, 
mine, W. mwyn ore, tmine. So (or hence) 
mine sb. excavation for mining xiv (R. 
Mannyng); tmineral, ore xtv (Maund.); so 
(O)F. mine — Pr. mina, mena (whence It., 

Sp. mina), medL. mina. mi: nER? maker of 
underground mines xin; excavator for 
mineral xiv ; after OF. mineor (mod. mineur) 
— Pr. minador. Q Has become CEur. esp. 


MINERAL 


through the use of subterranean methods in 
warfare (cf. UNDERMINE). 


mineral mineral substance obtained by 
mining. Xv (Lydg.). - OF. mineral or 
medL. minerále, sb. use of n. sg. of minerális, 
f. minera ore —- OF. miniere mine = Pr. 
meniera, It. miniera :- Rom. *minária (in 
AL. xir), £. *mina, *mináre MINE? ; see -AL!, 
So mineral adj. xvi. - F. or medL. 
mineraLoGy -z'lod3i. science of minerals 
xvir (Boyle). - modL., of irreg. formation ; 
so minera:LocisT. xvii (Sir T. Browne). 


mingle mi:ngl mix so as to unite or com- 
bine. xiv (mengel). f. ME. meng, ming mix 
= ON. menga = OE. mengan, OFris. mengja, 
(O)HG. mengen += *mangjan (cf. AMONG)+ 
-LE?, perh. suggested by (M)Du. mengelen. 
Hence mi-ngle-mamgle. xvi. 


miniature mi‘nitfa1, mi-niotjuer reduced 
image, small representation xv1; tillumina- 
tion in manuscripts XVII; portrait on a small 
scale XVIII; adj. xvii. -It. miniatura 
-medL. minidtira, f. minidre rubricate, 
illuminate, f. L. minium native cinnabar, red 
lead, acc. to Propertius of Sp. origin. In 
the development of the sense ‘small portrait’ 
there has prob. been assoc. with the L. stem 
min- (see MINOR) ; cf. facies minutze (Juvenal 
XIV 291) of the heads on coins. So mi-nia- 
turizE render minute xx; mi:niaturiza- 
TION XX. 


minify minifai diminish in estimated size, 
etc. XVII. irreg. f. L. minor less, minimus 
least (see MINOR, MINIM), after MAGNIFY. 


minikin mrnikin (dial) playful term for a 
female xvi; diminutive thing xvii; adj. 
dainty, mincing, diminutive xvi. — Du. min- 
neken, f. minne love (cf. MIND)+ -ken -KIN. 


minim mi'nim A. (mus.) note half the 
value of a semibreve xv; B. friar of the Ordo 
Minimorum Eremitarum; C. thing of the 
least size or importance XVI; single down 
stroke of the pen xvii. —- medL. ellipt. or 
absol. uses of L. minimus, -a, -um least ; see 
MINOR. So minimize. xix (Bentham). 
mi-nimum tatom ; least amount attainable, 
etc. XVII; lowest or least value, etc. XVIII. 
= L., n. of minimus used sb. mi nimar! 
extremely minute XVII. 


minion minjon tlover, lady-love xv1 (Dun- 
bar); favourite (G. Douglas); printing type 
(cf. F. mignonne) XVII. =F. mignon (XV), 
which repl. OF. mignot, f. Gaul. *¥mīno (cf. 
OlIr. min tender, soft) or Gaul. *mino 
(cf. Olr. min small)+dim. suffix -ottus. Cf. 
MIGNONETTE. 


minish minif (arch.) lessen, reduce. XIV. 
— (with assim. to -1sH?) OF. menu(t)sier — 
Pr. menuzar, It. minuzzare :- Rom. *minü- 
tiàre, f. minütus MINUTE ; cf. MINCE, DIMINISH. 


minister ministor +servant, subordinate 
officer XIII; one engaged in the celebration 
of worship or officially charged with spiritual 
functions XIV ; officer of state xvir. ~ (O)F. 
ministre — L. minister servant, f. *minis-, var. 


MINOTAUR 


of minus less, adv. of minor MINOR, in forma- 
tion parallel to the correl. magister MASTER. 
So mi'nister vb. (arch.) serve, supply, AD- 
MINISTER. XIV. — (OJF. ministrer — L. mini- 
strdre. miinisterIAL -tia-rial pert. to or 
characteristic of a minister or ministry. XVI. 
— F. ministériel or late L. ministeridlis, f. mini- 
sterium, but consciously referred to mznister 
and ministry. ministra:Ti1ON. xiv (Rolle). 
~ OF. or L. mi-nistry rendering ofservice ; 
function of a minister of religion xiv (Wycl. 
Bible); body of ministers xvr (in politics 
XVIII). — L. ministerium (cf. MISTER!). 


miniver mrnivoi fur of uncertain identity 
used for lining and trimming (since c.1900 
applied to the ceremonial costume of peers). 
xiu. ME. meniver, menuver (the forms with 
min-, myn- date from Xv) - AN. menuver, 


(O)F. menu vair, i.e. menu little (:~ L. mini- - 


tus MINUTE), vair variegated fur (:— L. varius 
VARIOUS). Pured m., m. pure repr. AN. 
meniver puré powdered miniver, but the pp. 
has been misinterpreted as ‘pure white’. 


mink mink skin or fur of stoat-like animals 
of the genus Putorius xv; the animal itself 
XVI. Early forms menks, mynkes (XV-XVI); 
prob. from the area of the Baltic Sea as the 
waterway for trading in furs; cf. Sw. menk, 
mänk mink, LG. mink otter. 

minnesinger mrnisigor German lyric poet 
of xi1-xiv, whose chief theme was love. xix. 
G., f. minne love (see MIND)-- singer SINGER. 


minnow  minou small freshwater fish, 
Leuciscus phoxinus, xv. Early form menow, 
later minew (xvi), perh. orig. repr. OE. 
*mynwe (beside recorded OE. myne ‘capito’, 
‘mena’) = OHG. muniwa ‘capedo’ (i.e. L. 
capito), but infl. by ME. menuse, menise 
— OF. menuise :- Rom. *minütia n.pl. small 
objects (cf. MINUTIÆ). 


minor mairnoi less, smaller; applied first 
to Franciscan friars (friars minor, minors) 
XIII; from XIV in various techn. uses, the 
earliest being in logic, -- OF. menour (:— L. 
minórem) in freres menours (medL. fratres 
minores); in other uses = L., minor, which 
functions as compar. of parvus small, and 
is rel. to minuere lessen, Gr. minúthein, 
and méién less. So mi-moreEss' nun of the 
second order of St. Francis. xiv. = OF. 
menouresse; a house of the order gave its 
name to The Minories in the City of London. 
minoriry mainorriti. xvi. = F. or medL. 
Q Formations on the same base are COM- 
MINUTE, DIMINISH, DIMINUTION, MINIM, 
MINISTER, MINUS, MINUSCULE, MINUTE. 


minorca minkə black. variety of domestic 
fowl named after Minorca, one of the 
Balearic islands. 


Minotaur mi-noétde1 fabulous monster con- 
fined in the Cretan labyrinth. xiv (Ch., 
Gower). - OF. Minotaur (now -taure) — L. 
Minotaurus - Gr. Minótauros, f. Minds 
Minos, king of Crete, whose wife Pasiphae 
was the mother of the Minotaur- taûros 
bull (cf. STEER!). 
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MINSTER 


minster mi-nstor [monastery ; church ori- 
ginating in a monastic establishment ; large 
church. OE. mynster = OHG. munistri 
(G. münster), MDu. monster, ON. mustari 
- popL. *monisterium (whence (O)F. mou- 
tier, and adoptions in Celtic and Slav.) for 
ecclL. monastérium MONASTERY. 


minstrel minstral professional entertainer 
(menestraus pl., AncrR.) professional reciter 
of poetry, esp. with the accompaniment of 
music (in mod. revived use as F. ménestrel). 
xIII (RGlouc.). ME. menestral, ministral, -el, 
men-, minstral, -el - OF. menestral, -(e)rel, 
mini-, entertainer, handicraftsman, servant 
- Pr. menest(ai)ral officer, attendant, em- 
ployed person, musician — late L, mini- 
steridl-is official, officer, f. ministerium 
MYSTERY?, MÉTIER ; see -AL!. So mi:nstrelsy 
art of a minstrel; body of minstrels xiv; 
minstrel poetry XIX (Scott). —- OF. mene- 
stralsie. 


mint! mint tcoin OE.; place where money 
is coined xv. OE. mynet, corr. (with varia- 
tion of gender) to OF ris. menote, munte, OS. 
munita (Du. munt), OHG. munizza, muniz 
(G. miinze)- WGerm. *munita (ON, etc. 
mynt is from LG.) — L. monéta ; see MONEY. 
Hence mint vb. coin Xv1; not continuous 
with OE. mynetian = OHG. munizén (G. 
münzen). mi'ntAGE. XVI. 


mint? mint aromatic labiate plant, Mentha 
(esp. Mentha viridis). OE. minte = OHG. 
minza (G. minze):- WGerm. *minta -L. 
menta, mentha — Gr. mínthé (also mínthos), 
prob. of Mediterranean origin. @ There 
was also an unexpl. var. WGerm. *muntja, 
repr. by MDu. munte (Du. munt), OHG. 
munza (G. münze) ME. mente was prob. 


due to OF. mente (now menthe) or to MDu. 
mente. 


minuet minjue:t, (formerly) mi-njuet stavely 
dance in triple time. xvir. — F., sb. use of 
adj. menuet small, fine, delicate, dim. of 
menu MINUTE?, but infl. in form and pronunc. 
by It. minuetto (itself — F.); see -ET. 


minus marnos less (a certain quantity); 
(math.) verbal rendering of the sign —. xv. 
L. ‘less’, n. of minor (see MINOR) used as adv. 
The prepositional use (e.g. four minus three) 
appears to have arisen in the commercial 
arithmetic of the Middle Ages ; minus is first 
found in German (xv) as the name of the 
sign —; It. meno is found earlier (xiv) as 
prep., and Leonardo of Pisa (x111) uses plus 
and minus to denote the excess and defi- 
ciency in certain results, 


minuscule mina'skjūl +}(of a letter) small, 
not capital; (palzogr.) )( capital or uncial. 
XVII. — F. minuscule = L., minuscula (sc. 
littera letter), fem. of minusculus rather less, 
dim. of *minwos, MINOR. 


minute! minit A. 6oth part of an hour or 
a degree xiv (PPL, Ch.); B. rough draft, 
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mire  maioI 


MIRTH 


memorandum xvi. —- (O)F. minute (whence 
also G. minute, Du. minuut) — late L. sb. 
use of L. minüta, fem. of minütus MINUTE*. 
Sense À rests ult. on medL. pars minuta 
prima ‘first minute part’, the 4l of a unit 
in the (Babylonian) system of sexagesimal 
fractions (cf. SECOND! sb.); the system was 
employed by Ptolemy (a.D. 11) to the degrees 
of the circle, to the 60 sections into which 
he divided the radius, and to the division of 
the day; the application to the division of 
the hour was later. Sense B depends (perh. 
through F.) on the medizval use of L. mintita 
(in AL. xiv), which may be for minuta scrip- 
tura draft in small writing as dist. from the 
engrossed copy. Hence minute minit vb. 
XVII. 





minute? mainjü-t, minjü-t Tchopped small 


XV; Tlesser XVI; very small; very precise 
XVI. ~ L. minutus (whence F. menu; see 
MENU), pp. of minuere lessen, diminish (see 
MINOR). 


minutia, usu. pl. minutiz mai-, minjü-fii 


very small matters. XVIII. ~ late L. miniitra, 
pl. -iz, f. minütus MINUTE?; see -Y*. 


minx minks tpet dog; pert young woman. 


xvi. Of unkn. origin; deriv. from a form 
resembling LG. minske has been suggested 
(cf. G. mensch wench, hussy; see MAN). 


miocene see EOCENE. 


miracle mi'rəkl marvellous event to be 


ascribed to supernatural intervention XII 
(Peterb. Chron.); wonderful thing; medi- 
æval play based on the life of Christ or the 
saints xIv. —(O)F. miracle (= Pr. miracle, 
Sp. milagro, It. miracolo) = L. mirdculum 
object of wonder, f. mirári, -àre wonder, 
look at (cf. ADMIRE), f. mirus wonderful, 
dubiously connected with sw1LE. So mira- 
culous mirze'kjülos. xvr. — (O)F. or medL. 
(-dsus). 


mirage mirà:; optical illusion produced by 


atmospheric conditions involving reflection. 
XIX. — F. mirage, f. mirer refl. look at oneself 
in a mirror — L. miráre; see prec., -AGE. 


Tswamp, bog; mud. xiv. 
ME. müre, myre - ON. mjyrr :- *miuszjó :- 
*meusjá, f. Germ. *meus- *mus- Moss. 


mirk see MURK. 


mirror miroi polished surface to reflect 


images. XII. ME. mirour- OF. mirour 
(mod. miroir, from var. miréotr) = Pr. 
mirador mirror, Sp. mirador watch-tower, 
It. miratore mirror :- Rom. *mirátórium, f. 
*mirdt-, *mirare look at, (in pre-classical L.) 
wonder (L. mirdri; see MIRACLE); from XVI 
the sp. was modelled on words in -oR?. 


mirth moip joy, happiness OE. ; rejoicing, 


gaiety XIII; gaiety of mind; diversion, sport 
xiv. OE. myr(i)gp (cf. MDu. merchte) :- 
Germ. *murzibo, f. *murgjaz MERRY; see 
TH}, 


MIRZA 





mirza m5-3za royal prince; title of honour. 
XVII. — Pers. mirzd, for mirzàád, f. mir prince 
(= Arab. amir AMEER, EMIR)-++ zád born. 


mis-!' mis OE. mis- (ME. misse-, mysse-, 
mys-, mes-) = OFris., OS. mis-, OHG. 
missa-, missi-, misse-, mes~ (Du. mis-, G. 
miss-), ON. mis-, Goth. missa- (as in missa- 
deþs misdeed) := CGerm. *missa- (whence 
*missjan Miss! vb.), meaning predominantly 
‘amiss’, ‘wrong(ly)’, ‘improper(ly)’, which is 


MISFORTUNE 


playful maliciousness xvi. — OF. meschief, 
meschef (mod. méchef), £. meschever (= Pr. 
mescabar) meet with misfortune (whence 
mischie-ve. xiv), f. mes- Mis-?--chever 
"come to a head', happen :- Rom. *capáre, 
f. *capum, L. caput head. So mischievous 
mi'stfívos Tunfortunate xiv; harmful xv; 
disposed to acts of playful malice XVII. — 
AN. meschevous, £. OF. meschever. Cf. CHIEF, 
ACHIEVE. 





the only sense recognized in new formations, | miscreant  miskriont theretical, infidel 


but in OE. there are also exx. of a negative 
and of a pejorative intensive use. Cf. next. 


mis-? mis in a few comps. adopted from 
French, repr. OF. mes- (mod. més-, mes-, 
mé-) = Pr. me(n)s-, menes-, Sp., Pg. menos-, 
OIt. menes-, minis-, It. mis- :- Rom. *minus-, 
a use of L. minus (see MINUS) in the senses 
‘bad(ly)’, ‘wrong(ly)’, ‘amiss’, ‘ill-’, and with 
negative force; at first mes-, later assim. to 


XIV; villainous xv1; also sb. with like dates. 
— OF. mescreant (mod. mécréant) misbeliev- 
ing, unbelieving, prp. of mescroire (mod. 
mécroire) disbelieve, f. mes- MIS-?+ croire :— 
L. crédere; see CREDIT, -ANT. 


misdeed misdi-d evil deed, crime. OE. 


misd#d = OHG. missitat, Goth. missadéps ; 
see MIS-!, DEED. 


1 . * ^ LI * . wv - . 
MIS-!, with which it is broadly synon. misdemeanour misdimi:noi (arch.) mis- 


misadventure misodve:nt(oi ill-luck xir; 
(leg.) homicide committed accidentally in 
the course of a lawful act xvi. ME. mis- 
aventure - OF. mesaventure, f. mesavenir 
turn out badly (f. mes- MIs-°+ avenir i= L. 
advenīre; cf. ADVENT), after aventure AD- 
VENTURE. 


misalliance misslai‘ons see MESALLIANCE. 


misanthrope mrsonproup hater of man- 
kind. xvi (earlier in L. or Gr. form xvi). 
~ F. misanthrope (Rabelais), modL. misan- 
thrépus, Gr. misdnthrépos, f. mis(o)-, comb. 
form of base of misefn hate, mísos hatred 4- 
ánthrópos man. So misanthropy? misæ'n- 


conduct; (leg.) offence less heinous than a 
felony. xv. mis-'. Hence misdemea-nanT 
one convicted of a misdemeanour. 1819; 
repl. tmisdemeanour, which was in prison 
use earlier. 


misdoubt misdau‘t (dial, arch.) have 


doubts about, be suspicious of. xvi. Mis-!, 


mise miz, maiz Tpl. expenses XV; payment 


made to secure a liberty xv; (leg.) issue in 
a writ of right xvr. = OF. mise action of set- 
ting, expenses, wager, arbitration (whence 
medL. misa, misia), f. mis, pp. of mettre 
place, set :- L. mittere (see MISSION). 


propi. xvii. — F. or modL. ~ Gr. miser maizar A. twretch; B. avaricious 


miscALL misko:] misname xIv ; (dial.) revile 
XV. MiS-!, 


miscarry miskæ'ri go astray; Tcome to 
harm xiv ; be prematurely delivered xvI; go 
wrong, fail xvi1 (Sh.). —- OF. mescarier; see 
MIS-*, CARRY. Hence miSCA*RRIAGE tmis- 
conduct; mismanagement; untimely deli- 
very; failure to arrive. xvIi. 


miscegenation misidsiner[on mixture of 
races. orig. U.S. (said to have been copy- 
rghted in 1863 by D. G. Croly, of New 
York), irreg. f. L. miscére MIX 4- GENUS race - 
-ATION. 


miscellaneous misoleirnios of mixed cha- 
racter. XVII. f. L. miscelläneus, f. miscellus 
mixed, f. miscére MIX ; see -ANEOUS, A some- 
what earlier adoption was tmiscellane. So 
miscellany mi-soloni, mise-leni mixture, 
medley ; collection of miscellaneous literary 
items, XVI. — (with assim. to -Y°) F. miscel- 
lanées fem. pl., or L. miscelldnea n. pl. (which 
has been in Eng. use since xvi). 


person. xvi. — L. miser wretched, unfortu- 
nate. So miseraABLE mizorobl A. wretched 
xvi (Dunbar); B. tmiserly xv (Caxton). 
= (O)F. misérable — L. miserābilis pitiable, f. 
muserari be pitiful, f. miser. Q It., Sp., Pg. 
misero has both senses. Hence mi:serrv!. 
XVI. müserere mizorio'ri fifty-frst (fif- 
tieth) psalm, beginning Miserere mei Deus 
*Have mercy upon me, O God' xim ; prayer 
for mercy; T'iliac passion! (strangulated 
hernia) xvi1 ; misericord (seat) xvii. imper. 
sg. of L. miseréri have pity, f. miser; the 
last sense is a misuse. rnisericord mize:ri- 
koid Tpity, mercy xiv; dagger for giving 
the coup de grace xv; choir seat giving sup- 
port to one standing xvi. — (O)F. miséricorde 
= L. misericordia, f. misericors pitiful, f. 
miseri-, stem of miseréri--cord-, cor HEART. 
misery? mi-zori wretchedness of external 
conditions xIv (Ch.); extreme unhappiness 
xvi (Coverdale); tmiserliness xvi. - AN. 
*miserie, for (O)F. misére, or — L. miseria, f. 
miser. 


mischance mistfa-ns_ ill-luck, calamity, | misfeasance misfi-zons (leg.) transgression, 


xu. — OF. mesch(e)ance (= Pr. mescazensa), 
f. mescheoir ; see MIS-?, CHANCE, 


mischief mi'stfif Tmisfortune, distress xit 


trespass. XVr (Bacon). - OF. mesfaisance, 
f. prp. of mesfazre (mod. méfaire), f. mes- 
MIS-? - faire 1— L.. facere DO! ; see -ANCE. 


(Cursor M.); harm, injury xiv; cause of | misrFo:RTUNE bad fortune, ill luck. xv. 


harm XVI; conduct causing petty trouble, 
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MIS-1; as Tvb. xv. 


MISGIVE 


MISTER 





misgive misgrv A. (of the heart, mind) 
suggest doubt or foreboding ; B. (dial.) fail, 
miscarry. XVI. f. MIS-! 4- GIVE (in A with the 
ME. sense of 'suggest', in B with meaning 
as in give out, give over). 

mishap mishe:p till luck; unlucky acci- 
dent. xiv (R. Mannyng, Ch.). f. Mrs-?-++ 
HAP, prob. after OF. mescheance MISCHANCE. 

mish-mash mi:/mzf medley, hodge-podge. 
XV (mysse masche). redupl. of MASH, with 
variation of vowel. 


mishna(h) mi-fna collection of halakhoth 
(legal decisions) forming the basis of the 
Talmud. xvit. = post-biblical Heb. mishna* 
repetition, instruction, f. shána^ repeat, 
teach or learn (oral tradition). 

miskal miskol Arabian money of account. 
XVI. ult. — Arab. misgál, local var. of mipqál, 
f. baqala weigh. The earliest forms mutigal, 
mitical came through Sp. and Pg. 

mislike mislaik (chiefly literary or dial.) 
not to like OE.; see DISLIKE. Hence mis- 
like sb. fdispleasure xim; (rare) want of 
affection, dislike. xvi. 


misnomer misnou'moi (leg.) mistake in 
naming XV; use of a wrong name XVII. 
— AN., sb. use of OF. mesnom(m)er, f. mes- 
MIS-?-]- nommer :—- L. nómináre; see NOMI- 
NATE, -ER?. 
misogynist  mai-, miso:dginist woman- 
hater. xvir. f. Gr. misogtínes, f. miso-, comb. 
form of misein hate, misos hatred+guné 
woman (see QUEAN); see -IST. 
misprision  mispri;on (leg.) wrongful 
action or omission xv (m. of treason or felony 
XVI; often taken to mean ‘failure to de- 
nounce’); (arch.) misunderstanding, mis- 
take xvi (Sh.). — AN. mesprisioun — OF. 
mesprison error, wrong action or speech, f. 
mesprendre (mod. méprendre), f. mes- MIS-?+ 
prendre take (see PRISON). 
misprize misprai-z (arch.) despise. xv 
(Caxton). — OF. mesprisier (mod. mépriser), 
f. mes- MIS-?-priser PRIZE?. Hence mis- 
pri:'sion mispri:3on contempt. XVI. 


misrule misrü:l Tdisorderly conduct; bad 
government. XIV (Lord, Abbot of M. xv). f. 
MIS-!+ RULE. 


miss' mis A. fail to hit or reach OE. ; fail to 
attain XIII; B. discover the absence of xni 
(Orm.); C. omit xvi. OE. missan = OFris. 
missa, (M)LG., (M)Du. missen, (O)HG. 
missen, ON. missa :- CGerm. (exc. Gothic) 
Ymissjan, f. *misso- (cf. MiS-', AMISS), 
ppl. formation with *-to- on an IE. base 
*mith-, repr. by Skr. mithás, OSI. mité 
alternating, cogn. with Skr. méthati alter- 
nates, L. mitdre (see MUTATION), Goth. 
maidjan falsify. So miss sb. OE. miss loss, 
corr, to MLG., MHG. misse (Du. mis), ON. 
missa, -ir. 
miss? mis (dial) kept mistress; title pre- 
fixed to the name of an unmarried woman. 
XVII. Clipped form of mistress; cf. mass, 
mess, mus (from xvi), shortening of master, 


now dial. (misses and masses occurs XVIII); 
cf. missis. Hence mi-ssy®. xvii. 


missal mi‘sol mass-book. xiv (messel). 
-medL. missdle (whence OF. messel, mod. 
missel, the source of some early Eng. in- 
stances), use of n. sing. of missdlis pert. to 
the Mass, f. missa MASS! ; see -AL!, 


missel-thrush mi:selprAf thrush (Turdus 
viscivorus) that feeds on mistletoe berries. 
xvii (Goldsmith). Earlier mssel-bird (xvi, 
Bacon); f. tmissel mistletoe, OE. mistel = 


OHG. mistil (G. mistel), Du. mistel, ON. 


mistil-, of unkn. origin. 


missile misail adapted for throwing; sb. 
missile weapon. xvii. - L. missilis (n. sg. 
missile as sb.), f. miss- ; see next and -ILE. 


mission mi:fon Tsending, esp. abroad xvi; 
sending forth on a service (spec. Mission of 
the Holy Ghost) or with authority ; body of 
persons sent; commission, errand XVII; 
establishment of missionaries XVIII ; personal 
duty or vocation XIX; operational sortie XX. 
— F. emission or L. missio(n-), f. miss-, pp. 
stem of mittere let go, send; see -10N. So 
mi:ssionARY. xvil. - modL. missionarius, 
whence also F. missionnaire (xvii). Q For 
other reprs. of the base see admit, commit, 
emit, intermit, omit, permit, submit, transmit, 
with corr. nouns of action, etc. ; compromise, 
demise, promise ; missile, missive ; MASS!, MESSI. 

missis, missus mi'siz, -is (illiterate) tke m., 
one’s wife; servant’s mistress. XIX. Slurred 
pronunc. of MISTRESS ; mr'siz is now the oral 
equiv. of Mns. 


missive misiv letter m., (orig. tech.) letter 
sent by a superior authority xv; fmissile 
XVI; sb. letter (esp. and orig. official), in early 
use mainly Sc. xvi. — medL. missivus (in 
litterz missive), f. miss- (see MISSION) + ~ivus 
-IVE. Cf. F. missive (xvi) in lettre missive ; 
Sp. letra and carta misiva, etc. 

mist mist vapour of water; dimness, ob- 
scurity. OE. mist — (M)LG., (M)Du. mist, 
Icel. mistur, Norw. dial., Sw. mist :- Germ. 
*mixstaz, f. *miz- (cf. Du. miggelen, WFtis. 
miggelje drizzle) - IE. *migh- *meigh-, as 
in Gr. o|mikhlé, OSI. migla, Arm. még, 
Av. maéya, Skr. míh, méghás cloud, mist. 
Hence mistvy!. OE. 

mistake misterk ferr, transgress xin (Cur- 
sor M.); Ttake wrongly xiv ; misunderstand 
Xv; make a mistake xvi. In earliest use 
north. - ON. mistaka take in error, refl. 
miscarry (Sw. misstaga be mistaken), f. mis- 
MIS-!-- taka TAKE. Cf. OF. mesprendre (mod. 
se méprendre), which has prob. infl. the 
meaning. Hence mista-ke sb. xvii. mis- 
ta-ken Twrongly supposed xvi; of wrong 
opinion XVII. 

mister! mistoi (obs. exc. arch. and dial.) 
handicraft, employment; (this, what) kind 
of ; office, duty ; need, necessity. x11. - AN. 
mester, OF. mestier (mod. MÉTIER) = Pr. 
meistier, Sp. mestiere (1t. mestiere, from F. or 
Pr.) :- Rom. *misterium, for L. ministerium, 
See MYSTERY?. 
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MISTER 


mister” mister title of courtesy for a man, 
Mr. xvi. Weakened form of MASTER origi- 
nating from reduced stress in proclitic use; 
cf. MISTRESS. 


mistletoe mi-zitou, mi-sl- parasitic plant 
Viscum album. OE. misteltdn (= ON. 
mistilteinn), f. mistel mistletoe-+-tdn twig 
(= Du. teen withe, OHG. zein rod, ON, 
teinn twig, spit, Goth. tains twig). The 
normal development of the OE. word (with 
obscuration of the final syll) is repr. by 
forms such as Tmiss-, Tmiscelden ; the current 
form descends from a var. with strong 
secondary stress on the final and the same 
development as in tán, late WS. tà, TOE. 


mistral mi'strāl cold north-west wind of 

the Mediterranean. xvii. = F. mistral — Pr. 
mistral := L. magistrdlis MAGISTRAL, sc. 
ventus wind lit. ‘master wind’; cf. Sp. 
maestral and viento maestro. 


mistress mi'stris female correlative of 
‘master’ xIv (Ch., Barbour, Wyclif); femi- 
nine title of courtesy ; female paramour xv. 
Late ME. maistresse — OF. maistresse (mod. 
maîtresse), f. maistre MASTER! -} -esse -ESSL. 
Forms in mis- (due to light stress) are re- 
‚corded from xv; cf. MISTER?. See also Miss?, 
: MISSIS. 


mi:sundersta‘nd x1 (‘Vices and Virtues’); 
see MIS-1; so mi:sundersta:ndinc! mistake 
of meaning xv (Pecock); dissension XVII 
(Charles I); cf. G. missverstehen. 


mite! mait minute insect; now spec. an 
acarid, and chiefly the cheese-mite. OE. 
mite = MLG., MDu. mite (Du. mit), OHG. 
miza gnat:—- Germ. *mmitón (whence 
mite), perh. to be referred to *mait- (OHG. 
meigan, ON. meita, Goth. maitan) cut. 


mite? mait Flemish coin of very small 
value ; (hence) any small monetary unit; jot, 
whit Xiv; very small object xvi. Recorded 
first in proverbial phr. ‘not worth a mite’, 
and consequently prob. in use long before 
our records ~ MLG., MDu. mite (Du. mijt) 


t= Germ. *mīitõn, prob. identical with prec. 
P 


mithridatism mi'þrideitizm immunity 
against the effects of poisons, produced by 
the administration of gradually increasing 
doses of the poison itself. xix. f. Mithri- 
dates, king of Pontus (d. 63 B.c.), who was 
said to have made himself immune against 
poisons by constant use of antidotes. So 
mi-thridatize. x1x (Lowell). 


mitigate mi'tigeit appease; alleviate, lessen 
the violence or burden of. xv. f. pp. stem of 
L. mitigare, f. mitis mild, gentle (cf. W. 
mwydion soft parts, Ir. móith tender); see 
-ATE?, So mitiga TION. xIV (PPl.) - (O)F. 
or L. 


mitosis maitou-sis division of the nucleus 
of a cell into minute threads. x1x. —modL.., 
f. Gr. mítos thread ; see -osts. 


mitrailleuse mitrajé-z machine-gun. XIX 
(1870 in ref. to the Franco-Prussian war). 





MIZ(Z)EN 


F., fem. of mitrailleur, agent-noun f. mitrail- 
ler, £. mitraille small shot or projectile, in 
OF. small money, pieces of metal, alt. of 
mitaille, coll. dim. of mite MITE?. 


mitral mai-tral pert. to a mitre XVII; of the 
left auriculo-ventricular valve of the heart, 
so called from its shape xvi. —modL. 
mitrális, L. mitra MITRE; see -AL1, So F. 


mitre mai‘te: ceremonial episcopal head- 
dress in the Western Church xiv (Wyclif, 
Ch.); joint between boards meeting at right 
angles resembling the outline of a mitre XVII. 
-— (O)F. mitre — L. mitra - Gr. mitrd girdle, 
belt, headband, turban, perh. of Asiatic 
origin. (The application to episcopal head- 
dress was suggested by its use in Vulg. and 
LXX for the Jewish high-priest’s turban 
(Lev. xvi 4, Zech. iii 5). 


mitten mitn glove-like covering for the 
hand with a separate division for the thumb 
only. xiv (Ch). ME. mytayne - (O)F. 
mitaine = Pr. mitana (cf. medL. mitan(n)a) 
:- Rom. *medieidna (sc. muffula ‘skin-lined 
glove cut off at the middle’, f. L. medtetds 
half, MoiETY. Shortened to mitt. xvii. 


mittimus mitimos (leg. warrant to the 
keeper of a prison to hold the person sent. 
XV. L., ^we send', the first word of the writ ; 
1st pers. pl. pres. ind. of mittere (see MISSION). 


mix miks put together in union or combina- 
tion (xv) XVI; intr. be mixed, associate with 
XVII. As infin. not earlier than the second 
quarter of Xvi; back-formation from pp. 
mixed, var. of tmixt (xv in legal use) ~ (O)F. 
mixte (spec. in AN. law-phr. accioun mixte 
action partly real partly personal) = L. mix- 
tus, pp. of miscére mingle, mix, rel. to Gr. 
misgein (*migsk-), migntinai, (aorist pass.) 
emigén, Ir. meascaim mix, Lith. msras, Skr. 
misrás mixed. @ Not repr. OE. miscian 
apportion, which did not survive; with 
OHG. misgen, miskan (MHG., MLG., G. 
mischen) this prob. belonged to a WGerm. 
adoption of L. miscere. 


mixen mikson (dial. arch.) dunghill. OE. 
mixen :~ *mixsinnja, f. *mixsa-, parallel to 
*mixstuz, whence OS., OHG, G. must, Goth. 
maihstus dung, f. *míg make water (OE. 
micge, migga urine, OE. migan, LG. migen, 
ON. miga urinate); for other reprs. of IE. 
*meigh- see MICTURITION and cf. OE, meox, 
miox dung, OS. mehs dunghill. 


mixture mikst[or action, fact, or product 
of mixing. xv. First in techn. use — F. mix- 
ture (XVI in medicine) or its source L. 
mixtüra, f. mixt-, pp. stem of miscére; see 
MIX and -TURE. 


miz(z)en mi‘zn (naut.) fore-and-aft sail set 
on the mizen mast (the aftermost mast of 
a three-masted ship). XV (mesan, -eyn, -on). 
~ F. misaine (now, foresail, foremast) = It. 
mezzana, sb. use of fem. of mezzano middle; 
forms with mi-, my- appear in XVI. 
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MIZZLE 


MODERATE 





mizzle! mi‘zl drizzle. xv. orig. north. and 
eastern; prob.-LG. miseln = Du. dial. 
miezelen, WFlem. mizzelen, mijzelen, fre- 
quent. formation (see -LE?) on the LG. base 
found in Du. dial. mies|regen drizzle, miezig, 
LG. misig drizzling. 





mizzle? mizl (sl) decamp, be off. xviir. 
Of unkn. origin. 


mnemonic nimo'nik intended to aid the 

memory ; sb. pl. (after medL. n. pl. xvi) 
system of rules for this. xvii. — medL. 
mnémonicus - Gr. mnémonikós, £. mnēmon-, 
mnémón mindful, f. *mná- remember (see 
MIND). So mmemo'nicaL. XVII. 


mo mou (dial.; Sc. and north. mae) more. 
OE. ma = OF ris. ma(r), mé(r), OS., OHG. 
mér (MDu. mee, G. mehr), ON. meir, Goth. 
mais :- CGerm. *maiz :- IE. *meis, with 
compar, ending -is (cf. L. magis and see 
BETTER); cf. MORE, MOST. In OE. used as 
adv., sb., and adj. (‘greater’); the use of mà 
with partitive g. pl., e.g. mā manna ‘more of 
men’, gave way to simple pl. concord, and 
the commoner use in later Eng. of adj, and 
sb. is with pl. reference. 


moa mous extinct flightless bird of N.Z. 
XIX. Maori. 


moan moun complaint XII; (with imit. 
suggestion) long low inarticulate murmur 
expressing pain xvit (Milton). ME. mone, 
repr. unrecorded OF. *mdn = Germ. *main-, 
whence *mainjan, OE. m&nan, ME. mene, 
which was repl. by moan vb. complain (of), 
lament (for) xvi, from the sb. 


moat mout ditch surrounding a town, 
castle, ctc. xiv (PPl.); (dial.) pond, lake xv. 
ME. sot(e), identical with fmete mound, 
embankment, with transference of sense as 
in ditch, dike, dam; - OF. mote, motte clod, 
hillock, mound, castle hill, castle (mod. 
motte clod, mound), whence MDu. mote, 
medL. mot(t)a mound, castle-hill, castle; 
the survival of apparent cognates in upper 
Italy, central France, and north Spain sug- 
gests a Gaulish origin. 


mob! mob fstrumpet; tnégligé attire xv; 
in full mob-cap women's indoor headgear 
XVIII. var. of mab slattern, loose woman 
(xv1), short for the female name Mabel. 


mob? mob  disorderly or promiscuous 
crowd; the common mass of people xvn; 
gang of thieves xIx. Shortening of earlier 
synon. tmobile (xvi), itself for L. mobile 
vulgus the excitable or fickle crowd (Statius, 
*Silve' u ii 123, Claudian ‘Panegyricus de 
quarto consulatu Honorii 302) ; see MOBILE, 
VULGAR. Hence vb. throng, gather in a mob. 
XVIH. TmobidlirvY mob. xvii (Dryden); 
after nobility. mobo-cracy rule of the mob. 
XVIII. Q Noted by Swift among the vulgar- 
isms for which he censures Burnet’s ‘His- 
tory’; one of a group of shortened forms (as 
cit, rep, pos, incog.) in Addison’s ‘Spectator’ 
No. 135 (1711). 
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mobile mou'bail, --bil movable xv (Caxton); 


easily moved xix. - (O)F. mobile - L. moóbi- 
lis, f. *mó-, movére MOVE; see -ILE. So 
mobi-liry. xv (Caxton). - (O)F. - L. mo- 
bilizz mou'bilaiz render movable; pre- 
pare for activeservice. XIX. — F. mobiliser, f. 
mobile. mo:biliza:TION. xix. — F. mobilisa- 
tion: earlier in the F. sense of ‘conversion 
into personal property’. 


mocassin mo'kosin, mókz'sin leather foot- 


gear worn by N.-Amer. Indians. xvir (Capt. 
Smith), -Powhatan mo-ckasin, Ojibwa 
ma*kasin: other dialects have the stress on 
the second syll., e.g. Narragansett moku:ssin, 
Micmac mku-ssun. 


mocha, Mocha!, mou'kə variety of chal- 


cedony. XVII (mocus, moc(h)o). poss. the 
same word as next. («d G. mokkastein, F. 


pierre de Mocha, Sp. piedra de moca are 


prob. from Eng. 


Mocha? mou'ko applied to fine coffee, orig. 


that produced in Yemen, in which Mocha 
(the port of shipment) is situated. xvii. 
f. name of an Arabian port at the entrance 
of the Red Sea; cf. F. moka. 


mock mok hold up to ridicule; act or speak 


in derision xv (mokke, mocque, mok). =- OF. 
mocquer (mod. moquer, refl. with de laugh at) 
deride, jeer, corr. to Pr. mocar = Rom. 
*moccdre, £. *mok-, repr. by It. dial. moka 
(used in phr. denoting derision), Sp. mueca 
grimace, Pg. moca derision. Hence sb. xv, 
adj. xvi. mo'ckzny. xv (Lydg). - F. 
mo-ck-up model xx. 


mode moud. A. Ttune, melody xiv; Tmood 


in grammar and logic xvi; (mus.) form of 
scale; manner (spec. in philos.) xvir; B. 
fashion xvii. In A = L. modus measure, size, 
limit of quantity, manner, method, tune, f. 
IE. *mod- *med-; see METE. In B- F. mode 
fem. (with change of gender due to final e, 
retained now for the sense ‘fashion’, whence 
Sp., It. moda)- L. modus; cf. ALAMODE. 
Hence mo:disuH! xvi, mo-diste dressmaker. 
xIx; F. Q The word has become CEur. 


model mo:dl Tarchitect's plans; design, 


make XVI; representation or figure in three 
dimensions; exemplar, pattern xvii. =F. 
Tmodelle, now modéle — 1t. modello :- Rom. 
*modellus, for L. MODULUS. Hence vb. XVII; 
after F. modeler. 


moderate mo-dorot avoiding extremes, of 


medium quantity or quality. xiv (Trevisa). 
- L. moderátus (whence F. modéré), pp. of 
moderári, moderàre reduce, abate, control, 
f. *moder- i- *modes- (whence modestus 
MODEST), parallel with *:modos, modus MODE. 
So moderate mo-dereit render less violent 
or intense XV; control, preside over XVI. 
f. pp. stem of L. »noderáre, -àri. See -ATE? 
and ?. So modera-ri0N xv; pl. in the 
univ. of Oxford, First Public Examina- 
tion for B.A., conducted by Moderators. 
- F. - L. mo:deraTon Truler xiv (T'revisa); 
title of various presiding officials Xvi. = L. 


MODERN 


modern mo-dain Tnow existing; pert. to 
or characteristic of present or recent times ; 
Tordinary xvi... —- (O)F. moderne (whence 
G. modern), corr. to Sp., It. moderno, or their 
source late L. modernus (v1), f. L. modo just 
now, after L. hodiernus of today (f. hodié 
today). Hence modernist tperson of 
modern times XVI; supporter of modern 
ways XVIII (Swift); (theol.) xx: after modL. 
modernista (Luther); cf. F. moderniste 
(Rousseau). In recent theol. use from the 
encyclical Pascendi gregis ‘de modernista- 
rum doctrinis’ of Pope Pius X (8 Sept. 
1907). So mo'dernisM. xvir (Swift). 
modernity modédimiti. xvi. —medL. 
mo‘dernizE. XVII. - F. 


modest mo:dist Twell-conducted; having 
a moderate estimate of oneself; chastely 
decorous XVI; not excessive XVII; unpreten- 
tious XVIII. =(O)F. modeste = L. modestus 
keeping due measure, f. *modes- (see MODE- 
RATE)+ *-tos, ppl. suffix. So mo'desty?. 
xvI. -(O)F. or L 


modicum  mo:dikom moderate amount. 

xv (Henryson). - L. modicum little way, 
short time, n.sg. of modicus moderate, f. 
modus (due or proper) measure, MODE. 


modify mo-difai flimit, repress; moderate 
xIv; (Sc. law) assess award xv; determine, 
differentiate xvir; change partially xviii. 
-(O)F. modifier - L. modificáre, -àri, f. 
modus MODE; see -FY. So mo'diricA' TION. 
xvI. — (O)F. or L. 


modillion moudi-ljan (archit.) projecting 
bracket in certain orders. xvI. ~ F. modillon, 
Tmodiglion - 1t. modiglione :- Rom. *mutel- 
lione, f. *mutellus, for L. mutulus MUTULE. 


modulate mo:djüleit make melody xvi; 
regulate, adjust; attune XVII; pass from one 
key to another xvill. f. pp. stem of moduldri 
measure, adjust to rhythm, make melody, 
f. modulus (dim. of modus) in Eng. use from 
XVI, and anglicized or - F. mo:dule. xv1; 
see -ATES. So modula:TioN. xiv (Trevisa). 
~ L.; so F.; for mus. senses cf. It. modulare, 
-azione. 


Meeso-Gothic misougo:pik, -z- pert. to the 
Meeso-Goths or their language. XIX. - 
modL. Mesogothicus, f. Mesogothi f. Maest 
people of Mesia (corr. to Bulgaria and 
Serbia)+ pl. of Gothus Goru. 


mofussil mo(u)f4:sil in India, rural locali- 

ties of a district. xvir. = Hind. mufaççil 
— Arab. mufaggal, pp. of faggala divide, 
separate. 


Mogul mouga4l, mouga:! Mongolian; The 
(Great or Grand) M., the Emperor of Delhi 
XVI. — Arab., Pers. muyal, -ul, pronunc. of 
MoNcor. 


mohair mouvheasx fine camlet made from 
Angora goat's*hair, (later) fabric imitating 
this. xvi (mocayare, moochary, mockaire). 
ult. - Arab. mukhayyar cloth of goat's hair, 
lit. ‘select, choice’, pp. of khayyara choose; 


MOLAR 





but coming into Eng. through various chan- 
nels (e.g. F. moucayar, It. moccaiaro) and 
later assim. to HAIR. 


Mohammedan mouhz-:midon pert. to Mo- 
hammed (lit. laudable); see MAHOMET, -AN. 
XVII. 


Mohawk mouhók name of a tribe of 
N.-Amer. Indians of terrifying character 
XVII; step in skating xix. Earlier TMoAock ; 
Narraganset Mohowauuck ‘they eat living 
things’ is compared. 


mohock mouthok aristocratic street ruffian. 
XVIII. transf. use of prec. 


moidore moi:d501 Portuguese gold coin. 
XVIII (moyodore). — Pg. moeda d’ouro ‘coin 
of gold? (moeda MONEY, ouro s= L. aurum 
gold). 


moiety moiiti half. xv (moite, moitie). 
- OF. moité, (also mod.) moitié — Pr. mettat, 
Sp. mitad, lt. metà :- L. medietdtem, -tas, 
f. medius middle, MID; see MEDIETY. The 
sp. with -ety (xvi) is due to latinization. 


moil moil (dial., arch.) moisten, soil, bedaub 
XIV; toil, drudge (as in wet and mire) xv. 
~ OF. moillier wet, moisten, paddle in mud 
(mod. mouiller) :- Rom. *mollidre, f. L. 
mollis soft (cf. MOLLIFY, EMOLLIENT). 


moire mwai, mwol1, mər watered mohair, 
(later) watered silk. xvu (Pepys). ~F. 
moire, later form of mouatre, MOHAIR. Also 
moiré mwi'rei,moo' ri watered. xix. — F. 
moiré, pp. of moirer give a watered appear- 
ance to. 

moist moist tnew, fresh; tliquid, watery ; 
slightly wet. xtv (Ch., Gower, Trevisa). 
— OF. moiste (mod. moite), perh. :- Rom. 
*muscidu-s mouldy, (hence) wet, alt. of L. 
mtücidus (cf. MUCUS) by assoc. with musteus 
new, fresh, f. mustum MusT?. Hence moi-st- 
EN* moi'sn; preceded by (dial.) moist. xiv 
(PPl. Wyclif, 'T'revisa). So moistunE. xiv 
(Ch., Trevisa). alt., by substitution of 
suffix, of OF. moi(s)tour (mod. moiteur), f. 
moiste. moisty! new (of ale) xiv (Ch.); 
damp ; extension of moist. 


moither moi or worry, perplex xvir; be 
incoherent or wandering xIx. Of dial. 
and obscure origin. 

mokaddam  moka:dom headman. XVII. 
Hind. — Arab. muqaddam, pp. of gaddama 
place in front. 


moke mouk (sl., dial.) donkey. xrx. prob. 
derived from a proper name applied to the 
ass ; cf. ‘Mocke hath lost her shoe’ (Skelton), 
where Mocke may be the name of a mare or 
donkey (cf. Skelton’s ‘mockyshe mare’). 
@ Mokus is recorded for Hampshire and 
Devon. Welsh Gypsy moxid may be from 
Eng. 

molar moule: grinding (tooth). xvr. = L. 
molavis of a mill, sb. millstone, grinder 
tooth, f. mola millstone; see MEAL!, MILL’, 
and -AR; cf. F. molaire and AN. dentz 
moellers. 
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MOLASSES 


MONAUL 





molasses molz‘siz syrup obtained from 
sugar. XVI (melasus, molassos, malassos). 
— Pg. melago — It. melazzo :- late L. mellà- 
ceum must, n. sg. of *melláceus (cf. -ACEOUS), 
f. mell-, mel honey (see MILDEW); a fem. 
form *melldcea is repr. by Sp. melaza, F. 


(Vulgate) Moloch - Gr. Mólokh, Molókh 
— Heb. Molek, held to be alt. of Melek (king), 
by substitution after the Captivity of the 
vowels of bdsheth shame. 


molten mou'ltn pp. of MELT. 


mélasse (whence It. melassa). moly mou:li fabulous herb (Odyssey x 305) 


mole! moul tdiscoloured spot (cf. IRON- 
MOULD) OE.; spot or blemish on the human 
skin (now spec.) xIv. OE. mal, corr. to 


xvi; liliaceous genus Allium (A. moly, wil 
garlic) xvi. — L. móly — Gr. mólu, rel. to 
Skr. mülam root. 


MLG. mel, OHG. meil, meila, Goth. *mail | molybdenum móli:bdinom (min.) metallic 


(in g. pl. maile) :- Germ. *mailam, *mailón-, 
whence also OE. malan, OHG. meilen stain. 


mole? moul small burrowing mammal of 
the family 'lalpide. xiv (revisa). Late 


element (symbol Mo). xix. f. Tmolybdena 
(xvi), former name of salts of m., use of 
L. - Gr. molúbdaina anglers plummet, f. 
mólubdos lead. 


ME. molle, mulle, mole, prob. - MDu. mol, | moment mou: mont very brief portion of 


moll(e), (M)LG. mol, mul, repr. in an early 
L.-Frankish form muli pl. (Reichenau 
Glosses v11). Q Identical in form with OS., 
OHG. mol, (M)HG. molch (with suffix as in 
habicht hawk); both words may be in some 
way rel. to MOULD! (cf. MOULDWARP). 


mole? moul A. (stone) pier or breakwater, 
(hence) harbour; B. tlarge mass xvi. - F. 
móle - MGr. mólos, mólos =- L. móles shape- 
less mass, huge bulk (whence sense B), dam, 
pier. Q Gr. mólos is also the source of It. 
molo (whence G. molo, mole), Cat. moll 
(whence Sp. muelle, Pg. molhe). 


molecule mo-ikjül, mou:- minute particle 
of material substance. xvi. = F. molécule 


time XIV; Tsmall particle xiv ; importance, 
weight xvi; tmotive of action xvir (Sh.). 
—-(O)F. moment (— Sp., It. momento) = L. 
mómentum (1) movement, moving power, 
(ii) importance, consequence, (iii) moment 
of time, particle :- *movimentum, f. movére 
MOVE; see -MENT. So mo:mentaARy. xvIl 
(Tindale). ~ L.; in competition during xvi- 
XVII with derivs. of late L. moómentaàneus, 
viz. tmomentane xvi after OF. tmomentain ; 
momenta’neous XVII and momentany XVI 
(after F. momentané). Hence mome:ntous 
of moment. XVII. momentum mo(u)- 
me:ntom product of mass of a body by its 
velocity. XVII. — L.; see prec. 


(xvii) 7 modL. molécula, dim. of L. molés | Momus mou'mos L. - Gr. Mómos god of 


MOLE?, Hence moleculan móle:kjülor. XIX; 
after corpuscular. 


molest móle:st vex, annoy xiv (Ch); 
meddle with injuriously xv. — OF. molester 
or L. molestáre trouble, annoy, f. molestus 
troublesome, perh. rel. to mólés mass, MOLE?. 


ridicule (miómos) ; transf. captious critic. XVI. 


monachal mo:nokol monastic, monkish. 


xvi. —(O)F. monacal or ecclL. monachalis, 
f. monachus MONK ; see -AL'. So mo'nach- 
ISM monasticism. XVI; cf. F. -isme. 


So molesta-TION. xiv. - (O)F. - medL. monad mo:nzed the number one xvi: ; ulti- 


moll mol (sl.) prostitute, female paramour. 
XVII. Appellative use of Moll, var. of Mail, 
pet-form of Mary; cf. MOLLY, MAWKIN. 
@ Mall or Moll Cutpurse was the familiar 


mate unit of being xviir; simple organism, 
element, etc. XIX. — F. monade or its source 
late L. monad-, monas = Gr. monds unit, f. 
mónos alone, MONO- ; see -AD!, 


nickname of a notorious woman Mary Frith, | monarch mo-nesk absolute ruler, (hence 


in the first half of xvit. 


mollify mo-lifai soften, soothe. xv (Hoc- 
cleve, Lydg.). — F. mollifier or L. mollificare, 
f. mollis soft, rel. to molere grind ; see MILL}, 
-FY. So mo'llifica-TION. xrv (Ch.). -(O)F. 
- medL. 


mollusc mə'ləsk one of the Mollusca. xviii. 
~ F, mollusque, f. mod L. mollusca (XVII), n. pl. 
of L. molluscus soft (used in fem. sg. of a 
soft nut and in n. sg. of a fungus), f. mollis 
soft (see prec.). @ Mollusca was applied by 
Linnzus (1758) to a group of invertebrates 
forming the second order of the class Vermes. 


molly mo-li (dial) lass, wench ; (sl.) milk- 
sop. xviii (D'Urfey). f. MoLL---v*. Hence 
mo‘lly-co:pDLE sb. and vb. xix. 


Moloch mou:lok Canaanite idol to whom 
children were offered as burnt offerings 


gen.) sovereign. xv(Lydg.). - (O)F. monar- 
que or late L. monarcha —- Gr. mondrkhes, 
more freq. mónarkhos, f. mónos alone (MONO-) 
-F-arkhos ruling, drkhein rule (cf. ARCH-). 
So monarchai! -à-k-. XVI, -IAL. XVI; 
-IC. XVII, -ICAL. XVI ; cf. F. -ique- Gr. monar- 
khikós. monarchist. xvii; cf. F. -iste. 
mo-narchy®, xiv (Gower). - (O)F. - late L. 
- Gr. 


monastery mo‘noster: house for religious, 


esp. monks. xv. — ecclL. monastérium = 
ecclGr. monastérion, f. mondzein live alone, 
f. mónos alone, MONO-. In early use also 
Tmonaster — (O)F. monastére. Cf. MINSTER. 
So monastic monestik xvi (Sh.); an 
earlier use (by Pecock xv) of absolute govern- 
ment is erratic. — (O)F. monastique or late L. 
monasticus — Gr. monastikós, f. mondzetmn. 
mona‘stICAL. XV. 


(Lev. xviii 21), represented by Milton as one | monaul mond-1 Impeyan pheasant. xvii 


of the devils; hence transf. xviI. late L. 
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(John Latham). = Hind. mundal, monal. 


MONDAY 


Monday mandi second day of the week. 
OE. mónandag, corr. to OFris. móne(n)dei, 
MLG., MDu. man(en)dach (Du. maandag), 
OHG. manatag (G. Montag), ON. manadagr ; 

f. MOON 4- DAY, tr. late L. linz dies ‘day of 
the moon' (after Gr. huépa ZieXjvgs), of which 
the var. lunis dies gave OF. lunsdis (mod. 
lundi), It. lunedì (cf. Pr. (dz)luns, Sp. lunes, 
Rum. luni). 


monde mod _ the fashionable world. xvr 
(Walpole). F., 'world' :- L. mundu-s (cf. 
MUNDANE). Cf. DEMI-MONDE. 


monetary ma'nitori pert. to coinage or 
currency (Bentham); pecuniary. xix. —F. 
monétaire or late L. monétárius, f£. L. monéta 
MINT! ; see -ARY. 


money ma'ni pl. moneys, monies maA'niz 
coin, cash, esp. in ref. to its purchasing 
power XIII (S.Eng. Leg.); particular coin or 
coinage xv, ME. money(e), -ei(e), mone - OF. 
moneie (mod. monnaie change) = Pr., Sp. 
moneda, Pg. moeda (cf. MOIDORE), It. moneta 
:- L. monéta mint (in Rome), money, orig. 
epithet of Juno, in whose temple (also so 
named) the mint was housed. The pl. 
monies used for sg. has been attributed to 
Jews since xvi (cf. Sh. 'Mer.V.^ riii 117) and 
their pronunc. of it rendered by monish 
ma'nif. So moneyER? manior Tmoney- 
changer x111 (Cursor M.) ; Tbanker, capitalist 
XVIII ; coiner, minter XV (Hoccleve). - OF. 
mon(n)ier, -oier (mod. monnayeur) :— late L. 
monétadriu-s minter. 


mong msn in ME. xu (Orm) mang, mong, 
aphetic of amang, AMONG or timong: from 
XVI (e.g. Sh.) poet. clipping of AMONG, and 
so written ’mong. So mongst manst. xvI. 


monger ma‘ngor dealer, trader; now used 
only in conscious analysis of words like 
cheesemonger, fishmonger, ironmonger, which, 
with costermonger, scandal-monger, whore- 
monger, are the commonest exx. OE. man- 
gere (~= OHG., ON. mangari) agent-noun of 
mangian (— OS. mangón, ON. manga) :—- 
Germ. *maygojan, f. L. mangó dealer, trader 
(who furbishes his wares), prob. f. Gr. mag- 
faneuein trick out; see -ER}. 


Mongol mo'nggol pert. to (one of) a yellow- 
skinned straight-haired Asiatic type of man- 
kind. xvin. Said to be f. Mongolian mong 
brave. Also, person afflicted with mongol- 
ism xx. Hence Mongolian mongou:lion 
xvi. Cf. Mocur. 


mongoose, miungoose mo'npgüs, ma'rngüs 
ichneumon, common in India, Herpestes 
griseus. XVII. — Marathi mangüs. ''he form 
mangoust (— F. mangouste = Sp. mangosta) 
was to some extent current in Eng. 


mongrel ma‘ngral dog of mixed breed xv; 
in various transf. uses xvi. Early forms 
meng-, mang-, m(o)ung-, mongrel(l), the 
variety of which suggests derivation, with 
pejorative -(e)REL (as in DOGGEREL, SCOUN- 
DREL, WASTREL), from vars. of Germ. *mang- 
*mong- mix, MINGLE. 


MONO- 





monial mou:nisl (archit.) mullion. xiv 
(moinel), —- OF. moinel (mod. meneau), sb. 
use of moi(e)nel adj. middle, f. moien MEAN? + 
-el :- L.. -áli-s -AL!. 


moniliform moni-ifoim necklace-shaped. 
XIX. — F. moniliforme or modL. moniliformis, 
f. monile necklace; see MANE, -FORM. 


monish mo-nif (arch. or obs.) ADMONISH. 
xit: (Cursor M.). Aphetic — OF. amonester. 


monism mo‘nizm doctrine of one (supreme) 
being; theory which denies the duality of 
matter and mind. XIX. —modL. monismus, 
f. Gr. mónos single; see MONO-, -ISM. 


monition mónr[oen warning. xiv. —- (O)F. 
monition — LL. monitio(n-), f. monit-, pp. stem 
of monére advise, warn; see MIND, -ITION. 
So mooniroR mo'nito1 one who warns or 
advises; senior pupil in a school, etc. XVI; 
+backboard XVIII ; species of lizard supposed 
to give warning of crocodiles xix. - L. moni- 
tor, agent-noun ; cf. F. moniteur. mo-nitor 
(poet.) to guide xIx; (var. techn. uses) con- 
trol, regulate xx. f. the sb. mo'nitory? 
warning, admonishing. xv. — L. monitōrius. 


monk mank man devoted to the religious 
life in a community (in a monastery). OE. 
munuc = OFris. munek, OS. munik (Du. 
monnik), OHG. munih (G. mónch) ON. 
munkr; CGerm. (except Gothic) — popL. 
*monicus, for late L. monachus (cf. *moni- 
sterium MINSTER) ~ late Gr. mdnakhos, sb. 
use of adj. ‘single, solitary’, f. mónos alone 
(see MONO-); the word belongs, with nun 
and minster, to the earliest stratum of ChrL. 
words adopted in the Germ. langs. Though 
Gr. mónakhos 1s applied strictly to a solitary 
or hermit it was early transferred to cceno- 
bites. From pop. L. *monicus (Rom. *monto) 
are derived OF. monte, (also mod.) moine, 
Pr. monge (whence Sp., Pg. monge) ; the word 
is CEur. Hence mo'nkeRyY, -ISH!. XVI. 
mo-nksHOOD Aconitum Napellus, etc., 
having hood-shaped flowers. xvi (Lyte, 
Gerarde). Q OE. fem. mynecéenu nun 
(see -EN!), ME. minchen, survives in Min- 
cing Lane, London, where there was a 
nunnery. 


monkey ma:nki mammal of a group closely 
alied to man. Of unkn. origin; a poss. 
source has been suggested in a LG. *moneke, 
dim. of Rom. *monno, -a, repr. by F. Tmonne, 
It. monna, Sp., Pg. mono, -a, which has been 
referred to Turk. maimun ape. 


mono- mo:no(u), -ó, móno: comb. form of 
Gr. mdnos alone, only, single, occurring in 
numerous words adopted from Gr. (many 
through late L. or medL.), but in recent 
times combined with words or stems of any 
origin, as monocycle, monodrama, monomark, 
monoplane, monotint, monotype, monoxide. 
The following are of early standing: mo-no- 
CHORD one-stringed musical instrument, 
etc. xv. — (O)F. monocorde — late L. mono- 
chordon — Gr. monókhordon, sb. use of n. 
of monókhordos having a single string. 
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MONOCLE 


MO-‘nOCHROME painting in different tints 
of one colour xvir (Evelyn); representa- 
tion in one colour XIX; the earlier use 
- medL. monochróma, evolved from Gr. (L.) 
monokhrómatos of one colour; later = F. 
monochrome ~ Gr. monókhrómos. mono:- 
gamy? marriage with one person. XVII. = F. 
— ecclL. - Gr. (gámos marriage). mo-no- 
GRAM A. Tsketch without shading or colour; 
B. character composed of two or more letters 
interwoven XVII; in sense A ~ L. monogram- 
mus, attributed by Cicero to Epicurus as 
descriptive of the gods, by Lucilius used sb. 
of an unsubstantial or colourless person, a 
mere shadow (resembling a picture in line 
only before colour is applied); in sense B 
— F. monogramme = late L. monogramma, f. 
Gr. *mondgrammos. monograph moəo'nð- 
gràf (nat. hist.) separate treatise on a species, 
genus, etc.; (more widely) one on a single 
object or topic. xix (1821); repl. earlier 
IDn0DO'GRAPHY.XVIII (GilbertWhite)- modL. 
monographia (xvin, f. monographus (Lin- 
neus) writer of a treatise on a single genus 
or species; the form in -Y? was discarded 
prob. because it suggested an abstract sense 
(cf. telegraph and telegraphy). monolith 
mo'nólip single block, mass, pillar of stone. 
XIX. — F. monolithe - Gr. monólithos (see 
-LITE). monologue mo-nédlog dramatic 
scene or composition in which a single actor 
speaks. xvi1 (Dryden). — F. monologue (xv), 
after dialogue; cf. late Gr. monólogos speak- 
ing alone. monoMANIA monómei:nio mad- 
ness on a single subject. xix. - modL. 
monomania, after F. monomanie. mono- 
physirE mono-fisait one who believes that 
there is only one nature in the person of 
Jesus Christ. xvir. -ecclL. monophysita 
— ecclGr. monophusttés (Gr. phisis nature; 
see PHYSIC). So mono:-thelrrg. xvi (earlier 
xv in corrupt forms monacholite, monalechite). 
— medL. monothelita — (with assim. to -zta, 
-ITE) late Gr. monothelétes, f. thélein will. 
In0'nOTHEISM, -THEIST belief, believer in 
only one God. xvii (H. More). monoToNE 
mo:notoun having but one tone or note 
XVIII; sb. utterance on one tone XVII. 
-modL. monotonus ~ Gr. mondtonos; so F. 
monotonous mon?tonos XVIII. mono - 
tonvy?- F.— Gr. monotoníd.  monoTYvPE 
mo'nótaip inventor's name for a patent 
type-composing machine. 1895. 


monocle mo:nokl single eye-glass. xix. 
— F. monocle, sb. use of adj. 'one-eyed' - 
late L. monoculus, f. Gr. mónos MONO-4- 
oculus EYE, after Gr. monóphthalmos. 


monody mo' nodi ode sung by a single voice 
in Greek tragedy; mournful song, dirge. 
XVIl, -late L. monódia - Gr. monóidiá, f. 
monóidós singing alone, f. mónos 4- *óid- sing ; 
See MONO-, ODE, -Y?. 


monopoly mono:poli exclusive possession 
of the trade in some article xv1 (More), also 
fig. ; commodity subject to this x1x. ~ L. mono- 
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monte monti 


MONTH 


polium (Suetonius, Pliny) — Gr. monopélion, 
-pélid, {. mdénos MONO--+ polein sell. Also 
Tmo-nopole. xvi -(O)F. monopole. So 
Tmono:polzn!. xvi; after OF. monopolier, 
F. monopoleur ; repl. by mono-polisr. xv11 ; 
cf. It. monopolista, G. monopolist. mono:- 
polizre. xvir; cf. F. monopoliser. 


monsieur mosjó: F.equiv. of Mn. xv. F., 


f. mon my, sieur lord :- Rom. *seióre, for L. 
seniorem, SENIOR; cf. SIRE, MESSIEURS. For- 
merly sp. mounseer and pronounced maun- 
sia*a (XVII onwards) and »mossoo mosü- (XIX). 
So  monsELFGNEUR. XVI, MONSIGNOR, 
-SIGNO‘RE. XVII. 


monsoon monsin seasonal wind esp. in 


the Indian Ocean xvI; rainy season (time of 
the south-west monsoon) xvill. = early 
modDu. t monssoen, Tmonssoyn (mod. 
moesson, infl. by F. forms)—Pg. mongdo, 
Tmougáo — Arab. mausim (whence also Malay 
moesim) fixed season, f. wasama mark. 
@ Adopted in Rom. and Germ. langs. 


monster monster misshapen creature XIII 


(Cursor M.); Tprodigy; horribly cruel or 
savage person; huge object xvi. —(O)F. 
monstre — l.. mónstrum something marvel- 
lous or prodigious, orig. divine portent, f. 
monére warn (see MONITION, and cf. DEMON- 
STRATE, REMONSTRATE) ; for a similar use of 
-strum in a religious term cf. LUSTRUM. So 
mo'nstrous, xv -= OF. monstreux or L. 
monstrosus; earlier mo: nstruous. xiV 
(Ch.). - (O)F. monstrueux — L. monstruosus 
(irreg. formation). rmonstrosiTY -o'siti. XVI. 
— late L. 


monstrance mo'nstrons (eccl) vessel in 


which the Host is exposed. xvi. —- medL. 
moónstrantia, f. prp. stem of L. mónstráre 
show, f. mónstrum ; see prec. and -ANCE. Cf. 
G. monstranz, F. dial. monstrance (for which 
Standard F. has ostensoir. | In late xv and 
early xvi there was much variety in the form 
used, e.g. Tmoustre, Tmonstyr, Tmustraunce ? 
(xv), monstral ? (Cranmer), Tmonstraunt (Bp. 
Fisher), Tmonstrate (1524). 


montbretia montbri-fia genus of iridaceous 


plants. xix. modL., f. name of A. F. E. 
Coquebert de Montbret, French botanist 
(1780-1801); see -1A}, 


Spanish card game. XIX. 
= Sp. monte mountain (MOUNT), applied to 
the stock of cards left after each player has 
received his share. 


month manp one of the twelve portions 


into which the year is divided. OE. ménap 
= OFris. mdnath, mén(a)d, OS. mdnoth 
(Du. maand), OHG. måānōd (G. monat), 
ON. mánuür, Goth. ménoóps :- CGerm. 
*manóp(àz), rel. to *m#non- MOON. @ The 
reckoning of time by the revolutions of the 
moon was CIE.; see Moon for the relation 
of IE. words for ‘moon’ and ‘month’. Hence 
mo-nthly adj. and adv, xvi; see -Ly and °. 


MONUMENT 


MOP 





monument mo:njümont Tplace of burial (cf. 
W. mynwent graveyard) xiir (Cursor M.); 
Twritten document, piece of evidence xv; 
commemorative object or structure XVI. 
Early forms also tmony-, tmoniment — (O)F. 
monument, tmoniment = Sp., It. monumento 
— L. monumentum, monimentum, f. monére 
remind; see MONITION, -MENT. Hence 
monumentaL!. xvii (Sh.); so late L. 


-mony moni, repr. (1) L. -monia, as in acri- 
mony, ceremony, (2) -mónium, as in matri- 
mony, parsimony, patrimony, testimony, and 
both in alimony, ceremony; rel. by gradation 
to -men (as in fordmen opening), of which 
-mentum -MENT is an extended form. 


moo mū. XVI (also mo, mow). imit. of the 
characteristic voice of the cow. 


mooch, mouch mits (dial.) play truant 
XVII; loaf, skulk; steal xix. Relation to late 
ME. mowche (of doubtful meaning) is un- 
certain ; prob. — OF. muchier (Norman dial. 
mucher) hide, skulk, perh. of Gaulish origin. 


mood! mid ‘tmind, thought, feeling OE. 
(to c.1400); Tpride OE.; tanger x11; frame 
of mind, disposition. OE. mód, corr. with 
variety of gender to OFris., OS. mod (Du. 
moed), OHG. muot (G. mut), ON. mddr 
anger, grief, Goth. moóps, mód- anger, emo- 
tion :- CGerm. *módaz, *módam, of which 
the ult. origin is unkn. Hence moo-dy! 
Tbrave, Tproud OE. ; Tangry xir ; subject to 
fits of 11] humour, etc. xvi (Sh.). 


mood? müd (logic) class of syllogism; 
(gram.) form in the conjugation of a verb 
indicating function ;T (mus.) mode. xvi. alt. 
of MODE by assoc. with Moopt. 


mooivee mi‘lvi Mohammedan doctor of 
law; learned man. xvii (Purchas). - Urdu 
mulvi — Arab. maulawiyy orig. adj. judicial, 
used sb. in the sense of maulá MULLAH, of 
which it is a derivative. 


moon min the satellite of the earth OE.; 
(lunar) month xiv. OE. ména = OFris. 
mona, OS. mdno (Du. maan fem.), OHG. 
mano (G. mond), ON. mani, Goth. ména = 
CGerm. *manon, prob. rel. to *m#ndp- 
MONTH ; cogn. words for ‘moon’ and ‘month’ 
based on *mén(e)s- are found throughout 
the IE. langs, e.g. L. ménsis month, Gr. 
meis, mén month, méné moon, Skr. mds 
moon, month, Ir. mi month, Lith. ménests, 
OSI. méseci moon, month; referred ult. to 
base *mé-, as in métiri MEASURE, the moon 
being the star by which time is measured. 
The foll. comps. are of special interest: 
mooncarr ffalse conception xv1I; born fool 
XVII; perh. after G. mondkalb (Luther); cf. 
G. mondkind, MLG. maanenkind ‘moon- 
child’. moonLiGHT. xIv (Ch.) ; cf. Du. maan- 
licht, G. mondlicht; hence moonlightinc! 
operation (esp. illicit) by night c.1880. 
moonLIT. XIX (Tennyson). moonsHINE 
moonlight; appearance without substance, 
empty talk, etc. (orig. m. in the water). xv. 
moonsTONE. XVII ; after L. selénités SELENITE. 


mMOonsTRUCK deranged, as if by the influence 
of the moon (cf. lunatic). xvii (Milton); cf. 
Gr. ocAqvoBAqros, -mÀgkros. moonwoRT. 
xvi (Lyte, Gerarde); after Du. maankruid, 
G. mondkraut, late L. lindria. 


moonack münek woodchuck, Arctomys 


monax. XVIL ~ Lenape monachgeu, f, 
monach dig. 


moonshee, munshi mū'nfi in India, native 
secretary, teacher of languages. XVII. = 
Urdu munshi~ Arab. munshi‘, prp. of ansha‘a 
compose, causative of masha‘a grow up. 


moonsif micnsif native judge in India. XIX. 
- Urdu munsif — Arab. mungif just, honest, 
prp. of angafa be bisected, be impartial, f. 
mif half. 


moor? muar, móooi tract of unenclosed 
waste ground. OE. mor waste land, marsh, 
mountain, corr. to OS. mór marsh, (M)Du. 
moer, (M)LG. mor (whence G. moor, 
Da. mor), OHG. muor :- Germ. *móraz, 
*mnóram, perh. rel. to MERE. comp. moo'r- 
LAND. OE. moriand. 


moor? muoi, mde1 secure a floating boat, 
etc., to a fixed place. xv. Early mod. more, 
prob. -(M)LG. méren; cf. OE. mérels, 
márels mooring-rope, MDu. vbs. máren, 
méren (Du. meren), moeren. 


Moor muoi, moi (in ancient times) native 
of Mauretania, (later) of north-west Africa 
(cf. BLAckKAMOOR) xiV (Gower, Trevisa, 
Maund.); Mohammedan, esp. of India xvt. 
Late ME. More-(O)F. More, (mod.) 
Maure - L. Maurus, medL. Morus - Gr. 
Matos. «|j For Moo' risu! (morys, Xv) cf. 
MORRIS-DANCE, -PIKE. 


Moorpark móào-upáik variety of apricot. 
XVII. f. name (Moor Park) of Sir William 
Temple’s (1628-99) house. 


moorpork see MOPOKE. 


moose mis N.-Amer. animal allied to the 
elk. Early forms mus, moos — Narragansett 
moos = Abenaki mus, Penobscot muns, 
(according to Trumbull) f. moosu he strips 
or cuts smooth, in allusion to the animal’s 
habit of stripping trees when feeding. 


moot mit assembly of people, esp. for a 
judicial purpose xII; Targument, discussion 
XIII ; discussion of a hypothetical case in the 
Inns of Court xvi. Early ME. mét, imdt :- 
OE. mét (in comps. only; later reinforced 
from ON.), and gemót :- Germ. *(gaymotam ; 
cf. MDu. moet, (also mod.) gemoet, MHG. 
muose meeting, attack, ON. mót, and MEET?; 
ult. origin unkn. Hence moot adj. debat- 
able, arguable xvr; developed from attrib. 
uses of the sb. (m. case, m. point). 


mop! mop bundle of yarn, etc., fixed to a 
stick for use in cleaning. xv. First in naut. 
use and in the form Tmapp(e), which sur- 
vived till xvii, the form mop appearing XVII 
(but tmoppe is recorded for ‘rag doll’ xv); 
obscurely rel. to somewhat earlier tmappel, 
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tmapolt, -old (xv), of which Sc. tmappat, 
tmoppat, -et (XVI) appear to be vars.; ult. 
connexion with L. mappa (see NAPKIN) and 
dim. mappula is poss., but the immed. 
source remains obscure. 


mop? mop (arch.) grimace, esp. one made 
by a monkey. Also vb. xvi. Chiefly in phr. 
mops and mows, mop and mow ; perh. imit. of 
the pouting of the lips; prob. of LG. origin 
(cf. Du. mop pug-dog, moppen be surly, 
pout). 

mope moup (dial.) wander; be listless and 
dejected. xvi. prob. rel. to fmope (xvi), 
earlier tmopp(e) fool (xiv), and tmop(p)ish 
bewildered (xrv), which are perh. of Scand. 
origin (cf. OSw. mopa befool, Sw. dial. mopa 
look discontented, sulk, Da. maabe be stupid 
or unconscious); but cf. prec. 


mopoke mou:pouk, morepork moo:poik 
name of various Australasian birds. XIX. 
imit. of the bird's note. @ Cf. BOBOLINK. 


moquette moke:t material used for carpet- 
ing. XVIII. = F. moquette, said to be alt. of 
mocade, mockado (xvt), poss. alt. of It. 
mocaiardo mohair. 


mora mõə'rə (leg.) delay xvi; (pros.) unit 
of metrical time XIX. ~ L. mora. 


moraine mérei‘n mountain debris carried 
down by a glacier. xviu. - F. moraine 
— Savoyard It. moréna, f. southern F. mor(re) 
muzzle, snout :— Rom. *murrum (cf. MORION). 


moral moral pert. to character or conduct. 
xiv (Rolle, Ch., Trevisa). -L. mé6rdlis 
(Cicero, tr. Gr. 90xós ETHICAL), f. mér-, 
mós custom, pl. móres manners, character; 
cf. F., Sp., Pg. moral, It. -ale; sb. pl. render- 
ing the L. title Moralia of certain works XIV; 
sg. moral lesson xv; pl. moral habits xvii. 
So morale móraà:l. F., fem. of moral used 
Sb. morals xvii; (now, in the sense of F. 
moral) disposition and spirit as of troops XIX. 
morality more'liti. xıv (Ch.). —(O)F. 
or late L. mo:-ralizs interpret morally xv 
(Hoccleve), -ATION xv (Lydg.). - (O)F. or 
medL. 


morass məræ's wet swampy tract (now only 
literary exc. in the W. Indies, where it sur- 
vives with the pronunc. mo'ros). xvir. - Du. 
moeras, t-asch, alt. by assim. to moer MOOR!, 
of MDu. maras, marasch — (O)F. marais 
MARSH ; cf. MLG. maras, whence G. marass, 
morass, later morast. 


moratorium morotóo:riom legal authoriza- 
tion to postpone payment. xix. modL., sb. 
use of n. sg. of late L. (legal) moratórtus, £. 
pp. stem of morári delay ; see MORA, -ORY. 


moray mórei- tropical species of eel. xvii 
(Capt. Smith). —- Pg. moreia — Sp. morena 
-L. mürzena, -éna - Gr. máraina, rel. to 
miiros, smtiros eel. 

morbid mid-1bid pert. to disease XVII; un- 
wholesome, sickly xIx. — L. morbidus, f. 
morbus disease; see -ID!. So morbi'Fic, 
xvir. - F. or modL. 
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morbleu mouübló: F. oath used chiefly in 
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XVII, euphem. alt. (with assim. to bleu blue) 
of mortdieu ‘God’s death’, which was also 
used, as tmor du (Marlowe), tmortdew. 


mordant mó'idont biting. xv (Caxton). 


— (O)F. mordant, prp. of mordre bite += Rom. 
*mordere, for L. mordére (see MORSEL). 


mordent mó:idont (mus.) kind of grace. 


XIX. — G. mordent — It. mordente, sb. use of 
prp. of mordere bite (L. mordére) ; so called 
in allusion to the force of the ‘attack’. 


more mooI A. greater (surviving in (the) m.’s 


the pity, the m. fool you, etc.). B. existing in 
greater quantity or degree xiv. C. a greater 
number of, more numerous xvi. D. addi- 
tional xii. OE. mdra, fem., n. mdre = 
OF ris. mara, OS. méro (MDu. mére, repl. 
in modDu. by meerder), OHG. méro (G. 
mehr-, with compar. suffix mehrere several), 
ON. meire, Goth. maiza :- CGerm. *maizon, 
f. *maiz Mo. In sense B modelled on the use 
of mo. Hence as sb. late OE., as adv. Xir. 
Hence moreover mdrou'vor in phr. and 
yet more over ‘and still more beyond’ xiv 
(Ch.); whence, introducing an additional 
statement, ‘besides’ (x1v, Wycl. Bible). 


“more midair use of prec. in advs. denoting 


place in the compar. degree, many of which 
have given rise to adjs. of the same form; 
added chiefly to advs. ending in -ER?, as 
backermore, innermore, uttermore ; the majo- 
rity of such words have parallel forms in 
-MosT. ‘The earliest, furthermore (Orm), 
farthermore, and innermore (Cursor M.), are 
based on Scand. forms (ON. -meir, OSw. 
-mer), which indicates the immed. source of 
the use. 


moreen mórrn stout stuff for curtains, etc. 


xviut (-ine, Etherege). perh. fancifully f. 
MOIRE. 


morello, -a móre:lou, -e:lo dark-coloured 


bitter cherry. xvir. Of It. form and pre- 
sumably a use of morello, fem. -a blackish :— 
medL. mo-, maurellus, f£. Maurus Moon. 


mores mooriz (pl) conventions, customs 


of social group. xx. - L., pl. of mós, mór- 
custom (see MORAL). 


moresque moóore:ssk Moorish. xvi. -F. 


moresque— It. moresco (also in Eng. use xvI, be- 
side the Sp. form morisco, whence tmorisk); 
see Moon, -ESQUE. 


morganatic moigonze-tik applied to a mar- 


riage of a man with a woman of inferior 
station in which wife and children do not 
share in his rights. xvii. — F. morganatique, 
G. morganatisch, or their source medL. 
morganaticus, evolved from phr. matrimo- 
nium ad morganáticam, of which the last 
word is prob. based on Germ. *morgangeba 
(G. morgengabe) — OE. morgengifu (f. morgen 
MORN 4- *geb- GIVE) gift made by husband to 
wife on the morning after consummation of 
the marriage and relieving him of further 


liability. 


MORGUE 


MORT 





morgue! mig, |imorg haughty demeanour. 
XVI. ~ F. morgue, of unkn. origin. 


morgue? m5ig_ building in Paris where 
people found dead are exposed for identi- 
fication. XIx. Presumed to be identical with 
prec., the F. word having passed through 
the intermediate sense of ‘place in a prison 
where prisoners were examined on entry’. 


moribund moəoʻriband about to die. XVIII. 
- L. moribundus, f. mori die (see MORTAL). 
Cf. F. moribond, etc. 


morion mo‘rion soldier's helmet without 
beaver or visor. XVI (in earliest use also 
mirrioun, murrion, murren) = F. morion 
- Sp. morrion, f. morro :- Rom. *murrum 
round object. Cf. MORAINE. 


morling md-ilin wool taken from the skin 
of a dead sheep. xv. Also tmortling, prob. 
(with substitution of -LirNG* for -Akim) f. 
Tmor(t)kin beast that dies by disease or acci- 
dent (xv)- AN. mortekine, var. of OF. 
mortecine — late L. morticina carrion, n. pl. of 
L. morticinus (of an animal) that has died 
(without being slaughtered), f. mort-, mors 
death (see MORTAL); cf. It. lana morticina 
wool of dead animals. 


Mormon mói:umon member of ‘the Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints'. Name 
of the alleged author of "The Book of Mor- 
mon', which Joseph Smith (Manchester, 
New York, 1830) professed to have trans- 
lated from the original written on gold plates 
and miraculously discovered by him. 


morn mın beginning of the day; early 
part of the day; the next morning, the next 
day. (All the senses are CGerm.) OE. 
morgen, inflected mor(g)n- = OF ris. morgen, 
morn, OS., OHG. morgan (Du., G. morgen) 
f *murzanaz; cf., with variation of suffix, 
ON. morgunn, -onn, inflected morn-, also 
OE. myrgen-, ON. myrginn, Goth. maurgins 
(:- *murginaz), and, with different vowel 
grade ofthe base, OE. mergen, MDu. margen, 
mergen, ON. merginn. (OSw. marghan) :- 
*marzanaz,*marzinaz. 'l'he ult. connexions 
of the CGerm. base are doubtful. The 
typical ME. developments of OE. morgen 
were: morzen, morwen; morun, moren, morn; 
morwe, moru, MORROW. Hence (after EVEN- 
ING) morning mõmin. XI ; ME. also freq. 
morwening. 


Morocco moro:kou applied to things origi- 
nating in the country of north-west Africa 
so named, esp. to leather of goatskin. xvir. 
~ It. Marocco, corr. to Sp. Marruecos, F. 
Maroc - Arab. mayrib-al-ag¢d ‘the extreme 
west. 


moron méd-ron adult person with the intelli- 
gence of a child aged 8 to 12 years. 1910. 
- n. of Gr. mórós stupid (Skr. mürds). 


morose morou's of sour unsociable temper. 
XVI. — L. m6résus peevish, wayward, fasti- 
dious, scrupulous, f. mdér-, més manner (in 


the special sense of ‘humour’, ‘fancy’); see 
MORAL, -OSE So morosiTy móro'siti. XVI 
(now rare). =- F. or L. 


-morph möıf terminal element repr. Gr. 
-morphos, t. morphé shape (cf. MORPHO-). 
The corr. adjs. and abst. nouns end in 
-morphic(al), -morphous, -morphism, -morphy. 


morpheme  moufim (philol) morpho- 
logical element. xx. — F. morphème (1905), 
f. Gr. morphe form, after PHONEME. 


morphia  mó:fio narcotic principle of 

opium. XxIx. ~modbL. morphia, alt. of 
morphium (named by W. Sertürner after 
opium), f. Morpheus (f. Gr. morphé shape), 
Ovid's name for the god of dreams, son of 
the god of sleep. Also mo-rphine'‘. 


morpho- m5-ifou, mdifo‘, comb. form of 
Gr. morphé shape, form, as in morpho-Locy 
branch of biology dealing with living forms, 
(1830), branch of grammar concerned with 
the formation and inflexion of words (1869). 


morris! mo-ris dance by persons in fancy 
costume representing characters esp. from 
the Robin Hood story. xv. orig. in »mor(e)ys 
DANCE; var. of Moorish (see Moor), perh. 
after Flem. mooriske dans, Du. moorsche 
dans ; cf. G. moriskentanz, V. danse moresque. 
(| For the form cf. morris-pike (xv), a pike 
supposed to be of Moorish origin. 


morris’? mo-ris (antiq.) game with counters 
(xvi, Sh), of which the early name was 
merels, pl. of late ME. mere? - OF. (later 
méreau), of unkn. origin. 


morrow mo‘rou morning; the day after. 
xil. ME. morwe, -ewe, -owe, moru; see 
MORN and for the phonology cf. sorrow. 
Survives in gen. use only in TO-MORROW. 


morse’ mais fastening ofa cope. xV. - OF. 
mors — L. morsu-s bite, catch, f. mors-, pp. 
stem of mordére bite. 


morse* mis sea-horse or walrus. XVI 
(morsse). Caxton has mors marine (XV), corr. 
to F. morce marin (Xvi), of which the immed. 
source is unkn.; ult. ~ Lappish moršśa, 
whence Finnish morsu, Russ. morzh. 


morse*® midis system of telegraphy (dots, 
dashes, and spaces) invented by S. F. B. 
Morse (1791-1872). XIX. 


morsel mó:s(o) bite, mouthful, small 
piece. XIII. — OF. morsel (mod. morceau) = 
It. morsello, dim. of mors, morso t- lL. 
morsu-s ; see MORSE}, -EL?, 


mort! mdit (antiq.) note sounded at the 
death of the deer. xvr. - (O)F. mort :- L. 
mortem, nom. mors (cf. MORTAL). 


mort? moaát (dial) great quantity or num- 
ber. xvir (Echard). poss. alt. of synon. 
north. dial. murth (- ON. mergd multitude, 
f. margr MANY) by assoc. with mortal exces- 
sive(ly). 
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mortal md-1t(9)l subject to death, human; 
deadly, fatal x1v; (of sin) xv; of or pert. to 
death xvi. - OF. mortal, latinized var. of 
OF. (also mod.) mortel, whence ME. mortel ; 
or directly — L. mortàális, £. mort- mors death, 
f. IE. *mor- *mer- *mr- die, as in L. mor: 
die, mortuus dead, Gr. brotoi mortals (see 
AMBROSIA), émorten died (Hesychius), OSI. 
miro, Lith. mirstu I die, Skr. mriydte dies, 
mrtis death; see -AL?, So mortalrry mis- 
te»liti, xiv. - (O)JE. - L. 


mortar! mó-1to1 A. cup-shaped vessel in 
which drugs, etc., are pounded with a pestle 
XIII; B. short piece of ordnance (so named 
from its squat shape) xvi1 (orig. mortar- 
piece xvr). ME. partly - AN. morter, (O)F. 
mortier = Pr. mortier, Sp. mortero, It. 
mortaio :— L. mortarium (to which the Eng. 
sp. was finally assim.) ; partly - LG. (see be- 
low). «| Not continuous with OE. mortere, 
which corr. to MLG. mortér (Du. mortier), 
OHG. mortàri — L. 


mortar? m5-3te1 mixture of lime and sand 
with water, used for building. x11. ~ AN. 
morter — (O)F. mortier (see prec.), with 
transference of meaning from the vessel to 
the substance produced in it. Cf. MDu., 
MHG. morter, (with dissimilation) mortel 
(Du. mortel, G. mórtel). 


mortgage mo'1gid3 conveyance of property 
by a debtor (mortgagor) to a creditor (mort- 
gagee) as security for a money debt. xiv 
(morgage; the sp. mortgage was established 
by legal usage xv1). — OF. mortgage ‘dead 
pledge’, f. mort dead :- popL. var. *mortu-s 
of L. mortuus (see MORTAL)--gage GAGE!; 
AL. mortuum vadium (X11). Hence mo:rt- 
gage vb. xvi; mortgagrsE! moigidsr, 
mortgagor! mdigid3d-3. XVI. 

mortician  moitifon (U.S.) undertaker. 
XIX. f. MORT|UARY 4- -ICIAN. 


mortify md-stifai tkill xiv (Ch., Wyclif); 
bring (the body, etc.) into subjection; (Sc. 
law) dispose of in mortmain xv; (cookery) 
make tender by hanging xvi; become gan- 
grenous; humiliate or vex deeply XVII. 
—-(O)F. mortifier - ecclL. mortificáre kill, 
(Tertullian) subdue (the flesh), f. morti-, 
mors death; see MORTAL, -FY. So mo:rti- 
ficA-TION subjection of the flesh xiv (Ch.); 
(Sc. law) disposal in mortmain XV; gangrene, 
necrosis XVI; humiliation, vexation XVII. 
- (O)F. ~ ecclL. (Tertullian). 


mortise, -ice md-‘1tis hole made in a piece 
of wood to receive the end of another piece. 
xiv (Maund.). ME. mortais, -eis ~ OF 
mortoise (mod. mortaise) = Sp. mortaja = 
Arab. murtazz fixed in, f. razza. 


mortmain md-Itmein condition of lands 
inalienably held by a corporation. xv. ~ AN., 
OF. mortemain —- medL. mortua manus (xt1i1) 
‘dead hand’, i.e. mortua, fem. of mortuus 
dead, manus hand (cf. MORTAL, MANUAL); 
the term may be intended as a metaphor for 
“impersonal ownership’. 


MOSSBUNKER 


mortuary md-itjuori sb. gift claimed by 
the parson from the estate of a deceased 
parishioner x1tv (Wyclif); Tobsequies xv; 
dead-house Xix ; adj. pert. to burial or death 
XVI. Ás sb. orig. — AN. mortuarie — medL, 
mortuárium, n. sg. of mortudrius (whence the 
Eng. adj. ; cf. F. mortuaire), f. mortuus dead ; 
see MORTAL, ~ARY. 


mosaic mózeiik decorative pattern made 
with small coloured pieces of stone, etc.; 
also adj. xvi. - F. mosaique — It. tmosaico, 
musaico (whence also Sp., Pg. mosaico) 
— medL. mósaicus, müsaicus, obscurely f. 
late Gr. mouseion, mousion mosaic work (see 
MUSEUM), whence late L. (opus) mtiséum and 
müsivum (cf. ARCHIVE, OLIVE) ; so L. müseiá- 
rius Worker in mosaic, late Gr. mousidtór id., 
mousióma, mousíósis mosaic work, moustoán 
vb. work in mosaic. @ OF. had musec, 
music, whence rare ME. musycke XIV. 


Mosaic mézei‘ik pert. to Moses, the founder 
and lawgiver of Israel. xvi1. — F. mosaïque 
or modL. Mosáicus, £. Mosés ; see -1c. 


moselle möze:l dry white wine. xvi. - F. 
name (~ G. Mosel, in L. Mosella) of a river 
which joins the Rhine at Coblentz and in 
the neighbourhood of which the wine is 
produced. 


Moslem mo:ziém, Muslim ma'z-, ma:slim 
Mohammedan. xvi, — Arab. muslim, active 
pple. of aslama; see ISLAM. 


mosque mosk Mohammedan temple. xiv 
(moseach, -eak Maund.) xvi (muskay, 
mosquee). 'The earliest forms are of obscure 
origin; the present form is a shortening 
(xvi) of zosquee, = F. mosquée — It. moschea 
(whence also G. moschee) ~ Arab. masgid, 
‘local var. of masjid, f. sajada worship. 
Q There has been much variety of sp., 
together with adoption of other forms, as 
from Sp. mez-, Pg. mesquita, or (direct from 
Arab.) masjid, mosged, muschid. 


mosquito moski:tou kind of gnat (Culex). 
XVI. — Sp., Pg. mosquito (whence F. mousti- 
que) dim. of mosca :- L. musca fly (see 
MIDGE). 


moss mos A. (dial) bog, swamp OE.; B. 
small plant of the class Musci. xiv. OE. 
mos — MLG., MDu. mos bog, moss (Du. 
mos), OHG. mos (G. moos) :- Germ. *musam, 
rel. to ON. mos; wk. m. bog, moss, and 
further to OE. méos, OHG. mios (G. mies) 
moss (:- Germ. *meus- *meuz-), ON. myrr 
MIRE, and outside Germ. to L. muscus, OSI. 
miicht moss :- IE. *mus-). The application 
in Eng. to the plant may be due to ON. mosi, 
traces of the formal adoption of which as 
mose are found from XII, appear in place- 
names, and survive in eastern dial. mozy 
mossy (late ME. mosy). Cf. LITMUS. 


mossbunker  mosba:gkori (U.S.) men- 
haden. xvii (marsbancker), xvin (mos-). 
= Du. marsbanker, of unkn. origin. 
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MOST 


MOTTLE 





most moust greatest OE.; greatest amount 
of xIv; adv. in the greatest degree OE. The 
present form repr. partly OE. mdst, which 
is recorded only from late Nhb., partly a 
modification of ME. mést, OE. mést, by 
assim. to MO, MORE; m@st is found in XIII in 
easterly texts (the north. form mast survives 
dial. in meast, Sc. matst; OE. mast = OF ris. 
mast, maest, OS. mést (Du. meest), (O)HG. 
meist, ON. mestr, Goth. maists :- CGerm. 
*maistaz, f. base of *maiz MO -|- *-ista- -EST. 
Hence mo'stLy? for the most. part. XVI. 
q The ordinary OE. mst continued in 
ME. mést, presumably descended from 
*madist (Ch. has meest and moost in rhyme). 


“most moust, mast suffix forming superl. 
adjs. and advs.; alt. form of OE. -mest = 
Goth. -umists, which is a combination of 
two Germ. (and IE.) superl. suffixes, viz. 
*-mo-, as in OE. forma first, L. primus first 
(PRIME) and *-isto- -Est. The OE. superls. 
so formed are based mostly on adv.-preps. ; 
see AFTERMOST, FOREMOST, HINDMOST, IN- 
MOST, UTMOST (an exception is midemest 
MIDMOST) ; by analogy, the suffix was added 
to several adjs. of local or temporal meaning, 
e.g. éastmest most easterly, latmest latest. 
It became identified in late OE. and ME. 
with ma&st, mést, and later with MOST ; it was 
added to compars., as furthermost, hinder- 
most, outermost, uttermost, usu. denoting 
position in place, time, or serial order (an 
exception is bettermost). Cf. -MORE. 


mot mou, |lmo saying. F. ‘word’ (whence 
It. MOTTO) := Gallo-Rom. *mottum, alt. of 
L. muttum (not) a word or syllable, rel. to 
(colloq.) muttire MUTTER, murmur. 


mote! mout particle of dust. OE. mot, corr. 
to WFris., Du. mot sawdust, dust of turf (in 
MDnu. steenmot, turfmot), of unkn. origin. 
The present form (ME. moot xiv) descends 
from OE. obl. case-forms (mott, repr. the 
uninflected form, survived till xvti1). 


mote? mout see MUST. 


motet moute’t part-song; later spec. har- 
monized vocal composition, esp. for church 
use. XIV. ~(O)F. motet, dim. of mot word, 
saying (see MOTTO); cf. medL. motetum, It. 
mottetto, Sp. motete; see -ET. 


moth mob insect of the genus Tinea or 
(earlier) its larva OE. ; nocturnal lepidopter- 
ous insect XVIII (‘those butterflies which fly 
by night, and which the French thence call 
papillons nocturnes, and we vulgarly moths’, 
1753 Chambers’s ‘Cycl. Supp.’). OE. moppe, 
mohöe, from the former of which the present 
form descends, from the latter ME. mo3ée, 
mohpe, mou3the, later mought and moath 
(xvi); obscurely rel. to synon. MLG., MDu. 
motte (Du. mot), (MDHG. motte, ON. motti. 


mother! ma‘dox A. female parent OE.; 
term of address to an elderly woman ; applied 
to the B.V.M. xiv; head of community of 
nuns XVII (Sh.). B. womb xiv; Thysteria 
xv. OE. médor = OFris., OS. médar (Du. 
moeder), OHG. muotar (G. mutter), ON. 


móðir - CGerm. (wanting in Gothic; cf. 
FATHER) *móOar-;i- IE. *máte'r-, whence 
also L. máter (cf. MATERNAL), Gr. (Doric) 
mátér, (Attic, Ionic) métér, OSI. mati 
(mater-), Olr. màáthir (Ir., Gael. máthair), 
Skr. matr, matdr-, Tokh. mdcar. Ç A 
Germ. and IE. term of relationship like 
father, brother, sister, son. Important colloca- 
tions are: m. country (XVI), after F. terre 
mére; m. earth (xvi), cf. L. Terra Mater, 
taken as a goddess ; m. land (XVIII); m. tongue 
(xiv, Wyclif), in which mother is orig. un- 
inflected g.; m. wit (xvi), earlier moderis. 
Hence mother vb. be a mother to. xvi. 
Mothering Sunday, Midlent Sunday, so 
called from the custom of going a-mothering 
(xvir), ie. visiting parents, on that day. 
mo'therLY!; OE. mõdorlić. 


mother? ma‘do1 tdregs, scum xvi (Elyot) ; 


(1n full m. of vinegar) mucilaginous substance 
produced in vinegar by fermentation xvi 
(Holland). corr. in form and sense to MDu. 
moeder (mod. moer), G. mutter MOTHER!, and 
in use to F. mère (de vinaigre) and Sp., It. 
madre; the orig. notion may have been that 
the substance was a portion of the ‘mother’ 
or original crude substance which remained 
mixed at first with the refined product. 
So also in mo:ther-of-pea'rl iridescent 
inner layer of shells (xvi), earlier also 
Tmother perle, tr. F. mère perle, corr. to Ít., 
Sp. madreperla, Du. paarlmoer, G. perl- 
mutter. 


motif moutif, mou'tif distinctive consti- 


tuent feature of an artistic composition. 
xIx (Mrs. Jameson). F., ‘MOTIVE’. 


motion mou:Jon action or process of 


moving xv (Lydg.); formal proposition xvi. 
(Several other meanings were formerly 
current.) ~(O)F. motion - L. métid(n-), f. 
mó- of movére (mótum) MOVE; see -TION and 
cf. commotion, emotion, promotion. Hence 
motion vb. tpropose, move xVI; make a 
gesture XVIII. motive mou‘tiv tmotion, 
proposition x1v (PPl.); that which moves a 
person to act xv (Hoccleve) ; motif xix. ME. 
motyf, -yve-(O)F. motif, sb. use of adj. 
—- late L. métivus, whence motive adj. 
XVI; cf. locomotive. So mo-tivarE? supply 
a motive for or to. XIX (intr. 1863 Lytton); 
after F. motiver. 


motley mo'tli diversified in colour xiv; 


sb. Tvaricoloured fabric xiv (Ch.); parti- 
coloured dress of a jester xvi (Sh.). Late 
ME. mottelay, -ley, perh.- AN. *motelé, f. 
MOTE! (but the formation remains obscure). 


motor mou'tear agent or force producing 


motion XVI; machine supplying motive 
power xix. — L. métor (rare, Martial) 
mover, later in philos. use, f. mdt-, movére; 
see -OR!; prob. partly after F. moteur. 
Hence vb. drive an automobile, whence 
mo'torisT. XIX. MO'tOrWAY XX. 


mottle mot] surface variegated with spots; 


so vb. and ppl. adj. mottled. xvi. prob. 
back-formation from MOTLEY. 
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MOTTO 


motto mo:tou orig. word or phrase attached 
to an emblematic design. xvi. - It. motto 
(see MOT). 


motu proprio moirtjü pro:priou papal re- 
script the terms of which are decided by the 
pope himself. xix. L., ‘by one’s own motion’, 
abl. of mótus motion, proprius PROPER. 


moufllon mü-flon wild sheep Ovis musi- 
mon. XVHI (Goldsmith). -F. mouflon 
(Buffon) —- It. muflone - Rom. *mufro(n-). 

mouillé muje (phonetics) palatalized, 
fronted. xix. F., pp. of mouiller moisten, 
make ‘liquid’ :- Rom. *mollidre, f. L. mollis 
soft (cf. MOLLIFY). 


moujik, muzhik mū'zik Russian peasant. 
XVI (mousick, musick). — Russ. muzhik. 


mould’, U.S. mold mould (dial) friable 
earth, surface soil ; (poet.) earth of the grave ; 
the earth's surface OE.; garden soil xiv. 
OE. molde — OFris. moide, (M)Du. moude, 
OHG. molta, ON. mold, Goth. mulda +- 
CGerm. *moldó, *muldo, f. *mul- (*mel- 
*mal-) pulverize, grind (cf. OE. myl, MDu. 
mul, mol dust, and MEAL). 


mould? mould (dial.) top of the head, 
fontanelle. OE. molda, -e = MDu. moude, 
rel. to Skr. mürdhán highest point, head, 
Gr. blóthrós tall, f. IE. midh-. 


mould’, U.S. mold mould A. native 

character xi11 ; (bodily) form xv1; B. pattern 
or matrix by which a thing is shaped xiv. 
Presumably metathetic alt. of OF. modle 
(whence modF. moule, Sp. molde; cf. Pr. 
motle, It. modano) — L. MODULUS. Hence 
mould vb. xv. 


mould’, U.S. mold mould woolly or furry 

growth consisting of minute fungi. XV. 
prob. developed from tmould, tmouled, pp. 
of tmoule, earlier tmuwle (AncrR.) grow 
mouldy - ON. *mugla, rel. to synon. ON. 
mygla. Hence mou-ldy!. xiv (Trevisa). 


moulder, U.S. molder mou‘ldaz crumble 
to dust. XVI. poss. f. MOULD!+-ER‘; but 
adoption from Scand. is more likely (cf. 
Norw. dial. muldra crumble. mouldwarp 
mou-:ldwoip (dial.) mole (T'alpa). xiv. prob. 
— MLG. moldewerp (whence Da. muldvarp) 
= OHG. multwurf, WGerm. comp. of 
*moldé MOULD! and *warp- throw, WARP. 


moult, U.S. molt moult (of feathers) be 
shed in the change of plumage xIv (Rolle); 
shed (feathers) xv. ME. moute, mowte, later 
molt (XVI), moult (xv11); repr. OE. *mütian 
(as in mutung, bimitian exchange) = MLG., 
MDu. miiten change, moult, OHG. mizzén 
(G. mause(r)n ; cf. Du. muit cage for moult- 
ing birds); CWGerm. = L. mütàre change 
(see MUTATION). The intrusion of / before t 
(whence the present sp.-pronunc.) resem- 
bles that in assault, fault. Cf. MEW?. 


mound! maund fworld xim; orb intended 
to represent the globe xv1. — (O)F. monde = 
Sp. mundo, It. mondo :- L. mundus world 
(see MUNDANE). 


MOUSSE 


mound? maund (dial. hedge, fence; em- 
bankment xvi; artificial elevation of earth 
or stones, tumulus xviir (Pope). perh. f. the 
somewhat earlier mound vb. enclose with a 
fence, but the origin of this is unknown. 


mount! maunt mountain, hill OE. ; fearth- 
work; Tmound. xvi. OE. munt, reinforced 
in ME. from (O)F. mont = Sp., It. monte += 
L. montem, móns (cf. EMINENT). 


mount? maunt go upwards, ascend, rise 

(Ch., PPl., Gower); cause to ascend, etc., 
set in position XVI. — OF. munter, (also mod.) 
monter = Pr., Sp. montar, Ít. montare i= 
Rom. *montdre, f. mont- MOUNT; for the 
sense cf. F. amont uphill, upstream, and 
AMOUNT, with which mount was synon. XIV— 
xviii. Hence mount sb. Tamount xiv; 
mounting xv; fitting, setting ; ridden animal 
XIX (for these two senses cf. EF. monture). 


meuntain mau :ntín hill of notable height. 
xiii (La5.). — OF. montaigne (mod. -agne) = 
Pr., Pg. montanha, Sp. montaña, It. montagna 
:- Rom. *montdnia or -ea, fem. sg. or n. pl. 
(quasi ‘mountainous region’) of adj. *montd- 
nius, -eus, £. L. mont-, móns MOUNT! ; see -AN. 
Hence mountainree:g! xvi (Sh.); super- 
seded jmountainer. mou:-ntainous. xv 
(rare before xvir); partly after F. montagneux 
(= Sp. montañoso, etc.). 


mountebank mau‘ntibenk itinerant quack, 

juggler, etc., appearing on a platform; 
charlatan. xvi. — It. montambanco, montim- 
banco, for monta in banco ‘mount (imper.) on 
bench’; see MOUNT, BANK (cf. rare OF. 
montenbancque). 


mourn mdein, musi feel sorrow (for) 
OE.; lament (a death, someone dead) x11. 
OE. murnan pt. str. mearn, murnon, wk. 
murnde, corr. to OS. mornon, mornian, OHG. 
mornén be anxious, ON. morna pine away, 
Goth. maurnan be anxious; prob. to be re- 
ferred to IE. *(s)mer-, repr. by Skr. smdratt, 
Av. maraiti reflect, Gr. mérimna care, sorrow, 
mérmeros anxious, L. memor mindful (see 
MEMORY). Hence mournruL! xvi. 


mournival moo'inivol set of four aces or 
court cards in one hand. xvi (mornyjle). 
— F. mornifle in that sense xvi, (now) slap, 
taunt, the form of which suggests connexion 
with words meaning ‘sniff’, as dial, F. mor- 
nifian sniffing, F. renifler snuffle. 


mouse maus, pl. mice mais small rodent 
(Mus). OE. mis, pl. mys = OFris., OS., 
OHG. müs (Du. muis, G. maus), ON. mús; 
CGerm. (exc. Gothic) and IE. *müs- is repr. 
also by L. mūs, Gr. mûs, OSI. mysi, Skr. 
müf-; f. a base identical with one meaning 
‘steal, rob’, Cf. MUSCLE. Hence mouse vb. 
mauz. XIII. In0W SER! mau'zol, -soi. OE. 
müsere mouse-hawk. 


mousquetaire muskatér one of the soldiers 
of the French king's household troops. 
XVIII. See MUSKETEER. 


mousse mits frothy dish. xix. F., ‘moss’. 
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MOUSTACHE 


MUDDLE 





moustache mista:f hair on the upper lip. 
XVI. —F. moustache— It. mostaccto MUSTACHIO. 


mouth maup cavity in the head used for 
eating and speaking. OE. mip == OF ris. 
müth, later mund, OS. müth, mund (Du. 
mond), (O)HG. mund, ON. munnr, muór, 
Goth. munps += CGerm. *munpaz (for the 
loss of n in OE., etc., cf. FIVE, OTHER, TOOTH, 
UNCOUTH) i= TE. *mutos, corr. to L. mentum 
chin (cf. MENTAL”). Hence mouth vb. 
maud. x11 (Cursor M.). 


mouton mü'ton (hist.) F. gold coin bearing 
the figure of the Lamb of God. xiv (PPl.). 
~ OF. motoun sheep (MUTTON). 


move miv change the position of, or one's 
position; affect, stir, prompt. xi. — AN. 
mover — OF. moveir (mod. mouvoir) — Pr., 
Sp. mover, It. muovere t- L. movére, pt. 
movi, pp. métus (cf. MOBILE, MOMENT, MO- 
TION, etc.), f. IE. base *mou- *meu- *mu- 
(with other reprs, in Skr., Gr., and Lith.). 
Equally common from xım to xv1 was the 
var. meve, meeve, earlier meove, moeve, de- 
rived from the OF. forms with radical stress, 
e.g. 3rd pl. pres. ind. zoevent (mod. meu- 
vent) :- L. móvent (contrast moveir, mouvotr 
fL. novere); cf. PEOPLE, preve PROVE. 
Hence move sb. (xv), xvii. So mov(e)ABLE 
mia-vabl. xiv(Ch., Trevisa). - OF. movable. 
MO'VeMENT. XIV (not evidenced after Ch., 
Gower, and Sir G. Haye, till late xvi, when, 
and later, it appears in various techn. uses). 
- (OYF. mouvement — medL. movimentum. 


mow! mau stack of hay, corn, etc. OE. 
müga, müha, müuzca, corr. to ON. miügi swath, 
(also zi£gr) crowd, and so in comp. almiige, 
almugr (Sw. allmoge, Da. almue) common 
people, of unkn. origin. 


mow’ mou cut down (grass, etc.) with 
scythe or machine. OE. mdadwan, pt. *iméow 
(whence ME. and dial. mew, superseded 
gen. by mowed), pp. mdwen (whence mown; 
mowed from xv1); CWGerm. vb., in other 
langs. weak, repr. by OFris. méa, MDu. 
maeien (Du. maaien), OHG. mäen (G. mä- 
hen), f. *mæ- (see MEAD!). 


mow? mau, mou (arch., dial.) grimace. xiv. 
prob. = OF. moe, (also mod.) moue tmouth, 
tlip, pouting; otherwise- MDu. mouwe, 
which may be the source of the OF. word. 
Hence vb. xv (Lydg.). 


Mozarabic mouze:robik epithet of the 
ancient ritual of the church in Spain, prob. 
so called from being used by the Mozarabs 
after being disused by others. xvi. f. Sp. 
Mozarabe (in medL. pl. Mozarabes) — Arab. 
musta'rib, active pp. of desiderative conjuga- 
tion f. ‘arab ARAB; see -IC. 


moz(z)etta moze‘ta (eccl) cape with a 
hood. xvi. It., dim. of mozza (see AMICE). 


mpret Albanian title of ruler. - L. imperd- 
tor EMPEROR. 


Mr as a title orig. abbrev. of Master 
xv; tin 16th and 17th cent. used gen. 
for MASTER, as in Mr of Arts, Mr Gunner; 
its present oral equiv. is MISTER®*. 


much mat[ fgreat (surviving in place- 
names, as MM. Wenlock); great amount of 
x11; adv. greatly; sb. great deal xiv. ME. 
muche, moche (with vars. miche, meche), 
shortening of muchel, mochel, repr. late OE. 
myéel, var. of midel; for the development of 
ü to a cf. blush, crutch, cudgel, rush, such, 
thrush; the loss of l may have been furthered 
by the relation of lut to lutel LITTLE, but for 
the loss of l after ch cf. wenchel WENCH. 
OE. midel = OS. mikil, OHG. michil, ON. 
mikill (cf. MICKLE), Goth. mikils; CGerm. 
deriv. of IE. *meg-, repr. by L. magnus (cf. 
MAGISTRATE, MAGNATE, MAGNITUDE, MAJOR, 
MASTER), Gr. mégas (see MEGA-, MEGALO-), 
Skr. mahá- great (see MAHARAJAH, MAHAT- 
MA), majmdn greatness, 'l'och. màka-, mák- ; 
cf. ON, mjek much, very (:~ *meku-). Hence 
muchLvy?. xvi (in XIX a new joc. forma- 
tion). mu'chNess. XIV (m. of a muchness 
XVIII). 

mucilage mjū'silidz viscous fluid xiv; 
gummy secretion XVI ; (U.S.) adhesive gum 
xiX. —-(O)F. mucilage -late L. mücilàgo, 
-dgin- musty juice, f. mücus MUCUS. Hence 
mucilaginous -æ'dzinəs. XVIL 


muck! mak dung Xil; dirt, filth xrv. prob. 
of Scand. origin (the earliest ME. exx. are 
from eastern areas) and -- forms rel. to ON. 
myki, mykr dung, Da. meg, Tmwgh, mug, 
mog, møk, Norw. myk, f. Germ. *muk- 
*meuk- soft (sce MEEK), poss. repr. in rare 
OE. hlós (pigsty) moc. 


muck? mak in run a muck (runs an Indian 
muck, Dryden). xvir. Second syll. of 
AMUCK, wrongly taken to be a sb. preceded 
by al 

muckender ma‘kindos (dial.) handkerchief. 
XV. prob. — s.w. dial. equiv. of F. mouchorr, 
f. moucher clear the nose :— popL. *muc- 
care; for the intrusive n cf. colander. 


mucus mjū'kəs viscid or slimy substance. 
XVII. — L. mūcus, also muccus mucus of the 
nose, rel. to synon. Gr. miixa, müssesthai blow 
the nose, muktér nose, nostril (f. *muk-), also 
L. é|mungere wipe the nose. So mucous. 
XVII. — L. mücósus ; cf. V. muqueux. 


mud mad wet and soft earth. xiv. prob. 
— MLG. mudde (LG. mudde, mod, mode, 
müde; cf. Du. modden dabble in mud), 
MHG. mot (G. dial. mott) bog, bog-earth, 
peat ; an extended form of the base is shown 
in MLG., Du. modder mud (whence G. 
moder), MHG. moter (G. dial. motter). 
Hence mu:ddy!. xvi. mu'dLARK grubber 
or worker in dirty places xviir; joc. forma- 
tion after skylark. 


muddle ma'd! twallow in mud; make 
muddy, (hence) confuse. xvit. perh. - MDu. 
moddelen, frequent. of modden; see MUD, 
-LE*, 


[594] 


MUEZZIN 


muezzin mue'zin in Mohammedan coun- 
tries, public crier who proclaims the hours 
of prayer. xvi. -- dial. var. (with zz) of 
- Arab. muaddin, active pple. of addana, 
frequent. of adana proclaim, f. udn ear. 


muff! maf cylindrical covering for the 
hands. xvı (B. Jonson). — Du. mof, shorten- 
ing of MDu. moffel, muffel (corr. to F. 
moufle, It. mufla) - medL. muff(u)la, of unkn. 


origin. 


muff? maf awkward person at sport, (gen.) 
duffer. xix (Dickens). Of unkn. origin. Cf. 
WFlem. moef, of similar meaning. Hence 
vb. make a muddle of. 


muffin ma'fin (dial) wheat- or oat-cake; 
flat spongy cake eaten toasted and buttered. 
XVIII. Of unkn. origin ; perh. cf. OF. moufflet 
soft (bread). Hence muffinke:r’. xix. 


muffle! ma'l wrap up, as in a cloth xv; 
Tblindfold, stifle xvi; deaden the sound of 
XVIII. perh. aphetic of OF. *amoufler, en- 
moufler, f£. en- EN-+moufle thick glove (cf. 
MUFF’). Hence muffler! scarf. xv. 


muffle? ma-fl thick part of upper lip and 
nose (of beasts). xvir (Holland). ~ F. mufle, 
of unkn. origin. 


mufti ma'fti Mohammedan priest or ex- 
pounder of the law; in Turkey, official head 
of the state religion. xvi. = Arab. mufti, 
active pple. of aftd give a fetwa or decision 
on law. The sense ‘plain clothes’ )(‘uniform’ 
(xix) may be a joc. application of this, orig. 
with allusion to dressing-gown, smoking- 
cap, and slippers as suggesting the costume 
of a mufti on the stage. 


mug! mag (dial) pot, jug xvi; cylindrical 
drinking-vessel xvit. prob. of Scand. origin 
(cf. Norw. mugge, Sw. mugg pitcher with 
handle, of uncertain connexions). 


mug? mag (sl) face. xvin. prob. transf. 
use of prec, drinking-mugs being freq. 
made to represent a grotesque face. 


mug? mag (sl) simpleton, duffer. xix. 
perh. transf. use of MuG? with ref. to stupid 
looks. Hence synon. muw'ggins, prob. by 
assoc. with the surname Muggins. 


muggy magi (dial) moist, damp; (of 
weather) damp and close. xvi. f. dial. mug 
sb. mist, drizzle, dull weather (xvin) or 
mug vb. drizzle (xiv) - -v!; ult. of Scand. 
origin (cf. ON. mugga mist, drizzle, Norw., 
Sw. dial. mugg mould, mildew, prob. rel. to 
MUCUS). 


mugwort ma‘gwait plant Artemisia vul- 
garis. OE. mucgwyrt, f. base of MIDGE + 
WORT. 


mugwump ma:gwAmp (U.S.) great man, 
boss; one who holds aloof from party poli- 
tics. XIX. - Natick (Algonkin) mugquonmp 
great chief. 


MULLEIN 


mulatto mjulz-tou offspring of a European 
and a Negro. xvi (mulatow). ~ Sp., Pg. 
mulato young mule, (hence) one of mixed 
race, obscurely f. mulo MULE; whence F. 
mulGtre (assim. to -dtre -ASTER), It. mulatto. 


mulberry ma‘lbori tree of the genus Morus. 
xIV. OE. moórberie, *mürberie (cf. mürbéam 
mulberry tree), ME. murberie (X111), corr. to 
Du. moerbezie, OHG. moór-, mürberi (MHG. 
mülber, G. maulbeere) ; f. *mor — L. mórum 
mulberry, smórus mulberry-tree (perh. of 
Mediterranean origin)+ BERRY; the dis- 
similation of r..7 tol..7, parallel to that 
in MHG. and giving the present form, is 
evidenced xiv (Trevisa). 


mulch, mulsh malf half-rotten straw. 
XVII. sb. use of mulsh adj. (xv) soft, (dial.) 
of ‘soft’ weather, rel. to (dial.) melsh mellow, 
soft, mild (xiv melch, melissche, 'Trevisa) :- 
OE. mel(1)sé, mil(1)sé, mylsé, f. *mel- *mul- 
(see -18H'), whence also MHG. molwtc, G. 
mollig, mollecht, molsch, mulsch soft, OHG. 
molazvén be soft, cogn. with L. mollis tender 
(cf. MOLLIFY). 


mulct malkt inflict a fine on. xv (multe). 
~F. tmulter, mulcter - L. mulctdre, prop. 
multare, f. mulcta, multa (whence mulct sb. 
XVI), a purely Italic word. 


mule mjūl offspring of he-ass and mare 

(also pop. hinny) xii (RGlouc.); transf. of 
various hybrids, e.g. spinning machine con- 
sisting of a combination of Arkwright's 
warping machine and Hargrave’s woof 
machine xvin. — OF. mul m., (also mod.) 
mule fem. = Pr. mul, mula, Sp., lt. mulo, 
mula = L. müūlu-s m., müla fem., prob. of 
Mediterranean origin, the ass not having a 
CIE. name. @ OE. mil, which would have 
given *mowl, was prob. inherited from a 
CGerm. adoption from L.; cf. MLG., 
OHG. mül (Du. muil, G. maul, now in 
comps. maulesel, -pferd, -tier), ON. miill. 
So muletrzrg! mjülitia:x1 mule-driver. xvi. 
- F. muletier, f. mulet, f. OF. mul (which it 
superseded) ; see -ET, -EER!. 


mull! mal promontory. xiv. In Gael. 
maol; in Icel. mili, perh. identical with muli 
snout = OHG. mul (G. maul) snout. 


mull? mal make (wine, beer, etc.) into a hot 
drink with sugar, spices, etc. XVII (mulled 
sack). Of unkn. origin. 


muil? mal (sl.) muddle, mess. xıx. perh. 
f. (dial.) mull pulverize, crumble (xv), f. 
mull dust, ashes (xiv) - (M)Du. mul, mol 
(see MULLOCK). 


mullah mala. Mohammedan theologian. 
XVII. — Pers., Turk., Urdu mulld ~ Arab. 
maula. 


mullein malin plant of the genus Verbas- 
cum (having woolly leaves and yellow 
flowers). xv. ~ OF. moleine (mod. molène) 
—- Gaulish *meléna (melinus ‘color nigrus’) 
sb. fem., corr. to Breton melen, W. melyn 
yellowish (cf. Gr. mélds, mélaina black; see 
MELAN-). 
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MULLET 


mullet? ma’lit fish of the genera Mullus 
and Mugil. xv (molet). — OF. mulet, dim. 
f. L. mullus red mullet — Gr. miillos, rel. to 
mélds black (cf. prec.). 


mullet? ma-lit (her.) five-pointed star. xiv. 
— AN. molet, (O)F. molette rowel, dim. of 
meule millstone += L. mola (see MILL). The 
orig. form was perh. pierced to represent a 
spur-rowel. 


mulligatawny ma:ligətõ'ni Indian highly- 
seasoned soup. xvill. — Tamil milagutannir 
‘pepper-water’ (Yule). 


mulligrubs ma:‘ligrabz state or fit of de- 

pression; (later) colic. xvi (mulliegrums, 
Nashe). Fanciful formation perh. based on 
mully dusty, powdery (xvi), f. (with -v!) 
mull (see MULL?) and GRUB; but the early 
form mulliegrums is perh. reminiscent of 
grumble. 


mullion ma‘ljan (archit.) vertical bar divid- 
ing the lights of a window. xvi. Metathetic 
alt. of ME. munial, MONIAL, as the contemp. 
mu:nnion is an assim. form (n. . [to m. . n). 


mullock ma:‘lok (dial.) rubbish, refuse xiv; 
(Austral) rock not containing gold xix. f. 
dial. mull (x1v) dust, ashes, rubbish, rel. to 
OE. myl dust, cogn. with (M)Du. mul, mol, 
ON. moli crumb, mylja crush, f. *mul- (cf. 
MULL?, MEAL) ; see -OCK. 


multi- malti comb. form of L. multus much, 
many, esp. in parasynthetic comps. such as 
multicaulis many-stalked; the earliest in 
Eng. are multifo-rmity, multi-loquy (xv1) 
talkativeness, multifarious -fro:rios (XVII) 
many and various (L. -fdriam adv.), and the 
el. becomes prolific later, esp. in techn. use, 
e.g. multilateral, multinomial (after 
BINOMIAL) XVII; an ex. of the gen. use is 
muwItimILLIONALRE (1858 O. W. Holmes). 


multiple ma:ltipl consisting of many ele- 

ments. XVH. = F. multiple = late L. multi- 
plus, f. multus (see prec.) ; cf. duplus DOUBLE. 
So mu'lti'PLEX. xvi (Recorde, Billingsley). 
L. (cf. -FOLD). multipli-ciry. xvi. ~ late L. 
mu ‘Itiply cause to be much, many, or 
more; also intr. xiu. -(O)F. multiplier 
-L. multiplicàre, f. multiplic-, MULTIPLEX. 
mu:*ltiplica:TioN. xiv (Ch.). - (O)F. or L. 
multirupE ma'ltitjüd great number. xiv. 
—-(O)F.- L. multitu:dinovs. xvir. 


multure ma'ltfo1, -tjuox toll of grain carried 
or flour made. xm. — OF. molture, moulture 
(mod. mouture) :- medL.. molitira, f. molit-, 
pp. stem of molere grind ; see MILL!, -URE. 


mum! mam tinarticulate sound made with 
closed lips ; command to be silent or secret. 
XIV. imit. ; cf. MLG. mummen, Du. mommen. 


mum? mam (hist.) beer orig. brewed in 
Brunswick, Germany. xvri. — G. mumme, 
said by Adelung to have been named (1489) 
after Christian Mumme, a brewer of Bruns- 
wick, Germany. 


mum? see MUMMY“, 


MUN 


mumble ma‘mbl eat as with toothless 
gums; speak indistinctly. x1v. ME. momele, 
frequent. formation on MUM! ; see -LE?; cf. 
LG. mummelen, Du. mommelen, mummelen, 
G. mummeln, Sw. mumla, Da. mumle, and 
ME. mamele mutter, chatter (corr. formally 
to OHG. mammalén stammer). Cf. MUMP. 


mumbo-jumbo ma:mboudza‘mbou gro- 
tesque idol said to have been worshipped by 
African negroes ; (transf.) object of unintelli- 
gent veneration. XVIII. Of unkn. origin. 


mumchance ma'mtfàns fdicing game; 

Tmasquerade xXvI; (dial.) one who acts in 
dumb show, dummy XVII; adj. silent XVII. 
—-MLG. mummenschanze, -scanze, -kanze 
game of dice, masked serenade (= MDu. 
mommecanse), f. mummen (see MUMMER)- 
schanz — (O)F. chance CHANCE. 


mummer ma:moi ‘tmutterer xv; actor 
(tin dumb show) in a Christmas play xvi. 
— OF. momeur, f. momer act in dumb show, 
rel. to momon mask, Sp. momo grimace; perh. 
of Germ. origin (cf. MDu. momme, Du. mom 
mask, MLG. mummen mask, disguise); see 
-ER?, So mu:mmrEny mummer's perform- 
ance; play-acting. xvi. — OF. mommerie 
(mod. momerie) ; whence Sp. momeria, Du. 
mommerij, G. mummerei. mmu: mmiNG!, xv. 
q The relative chronology of this group is 
obscure. 


mummy! ma‘mi Tfmedicinal preparation 
of the substance of mummies, unctuous 
liquid XIV; sovereign remedy, etc. XVI; 
body embalmed for burial xvr. —(O)F. 
momie, tmumie (= Sp. momia, It. mommia) 
- medL. mumia ~ Arab. mūümiyã embalmed 
body, f. mim wax (used in embalming). 
Hence mu:mmiry. xvi1; after F. momifier. 


mummy? ma‘mi nursery variety of MAMMY 
(s.v. MAM). XIX. Also mum. 


mump mamp tgrimace; (pl.) swelling of 
the parotid and salivary glands in the neck 
(with ref. to the appearance produced). xvi. 
So mump vb. mumble, grimace, munch, 
sulk. xvi. Symbolic repr. of the movement 
of the lips in muttering and mumbling or 
chewing. Cf. Icel. mumpa take into the 
mouth, eat greedily, mumpaskwlur grimace 
with the mouth, Du. mompen, mompelen 
mumble in utterance, G. mumpfeln, -en 
mumble in eating. 


mumpsimus ma:mpsimos Tobstinate ad- 
herent to old ways; tradition bigotedly 
adhered to. xvi. In allusion to the story 
related in Richard Pace ‘De Fructu’ (1517) 
p. 80 of an illiterate English priest, who, 
when corrected for reading ‘quod in ore 
mumpsimus’ (for ‘sumpsimus’——-what we 
have taken with our mouths) in the post- 
communion of the mass, replied ‘I will not 
change my old mumpsimus for your new 
sumpsimus’. 


mun man, mon (dial.} must. xm (Orm). 
= ON. muna, f. the base of MIND; the var. 
man of the pres. sg. gave dial. maun. 
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MUNCH 


MUSCAT 





munch man'jf chew steadily. xiv (Ch.). 
imit.; cf. crunch, scrunch. 


mundane ma‘ndein worldly, earthly xv; 
cosmic XVII. orig. mondaine — (O)F. mondain 
— late L. munddnus (as sb. in Cicero), f. 
mundus world, (earlier) universe of celestial 
bodies, spec. use of mundus personal adorn- 
ment, after Gr. kósmos (see COSMETIC, COS- 
Mos). Later assim. to L. (see -ANE!). 


mungo! ma:ggou Tmongoose ; m. root, plant 
Ophiorhiza Mungo. xvii. var. of mungos, 
MONGOOSE; acc. to Kempfer, ‘Amcenitates 
Exoticz', 1712, p. 574, the Portuguese called 
the animal mungo and the plant raje mungo 
‘mungo root’. 


mungo? ma‘ngou superior kind of shoddy 
(of Yorkshire origin). xIx. perh. a use of 
Sc. Christian name Mungo, in Yorkshire 
often applied to dogs, with allusion to mung, 
mong mixture. 


mungoose see MONGOOSE. 


municipal mjunisipol Tpert. to the internal 
affairs of a state; pert. to local self-govern- 
ment, esp. of a town. XVI. — L. münicipalis, 
f. münicibium Roman city of which the inha- 
bitants had Roman citizenship, f. münicip-, 
-ceps, f. münia civic offices -- capere take (cf. 
HEAVE). So municipality. xvi. — F. 


munificent mjuni'fisənt splendidly gener- 
ous. XVI. f. L. münificent- (cf. BENEFICENT, 
MAGNIFICENT), used as stem of muünificus, f. 
minus office, duty (cf. MUNICIPAL), gift i= 
*moinos, f. *moi- *mei *mi-; see COMMON, 
IMMUNE, MIGRATE, MUTABLE, and -ENT. So 
muni ficENCE, T-ENCY. XVI. 


muniment  mjü:nimont document pre- 
served as evidence of rights or privileges. 
XV. —(OJ)F. muniment — L. münzmentum (in 
medL.) title-deed, f. munire fortify, secure, 
earlier monire, f. monia walls, ramparts, rel. 
to mürus, marus wall; see MURAL, -MENT. 


munition mjunr[on  Tfortification; AM- 
MUNITION (q.v.). xvr. - (O)F. munition = L. 
münitió(n-), f£. münit-, münire; see prec. and 
-ITION. 


munnion ma’njan (see MULLION). XVI. 
munshi see MOONSHEE. 


muntjak ma'ntdzæk small Asiatic deer. 
XVIII, — Sunda minchek. 


mural mjua‘ral pert. to a wall; (of a crown) 
embattled. xvi. -— (O)F. mural (coronne 
murail mural crown) = L. miirdlis, f£. mūrus, 
earlier zorus, moiros wall; see MUNIMENT, 
-AL!, So sb. Twall xv; wall-painting xx. 


murder mà-dor criminal homicide. OE. 
morpor (ME.  morpre, murpre) — Goth. 
maur pr += Germ. *murpram, f. IE. *mrt- 
(see MORTAL), repr. also by Germ. *mortam 
(whence OE., OS., ON. morð, (O)HG. mord, 
Du. moord); reinforced in ME. by OF. mur- 
dre (mod. meurtre) =- Germ., whence the 
establishment of the forms with u and d. So 


murder vb. xii (morpren, murpren), prob. 
f. the sb., there being no clear repr. in ME. 
of the mutated OE. vb. (à-, for-, of-) myr- 
prian exc. Orm’s mirrprenn. mu-rderer. 
xr (Cursor M.). partly f. the vb., partly - 
AN. murdreour. 


murex mjuə'reks shell-fish yielding a 
purple dye. xvi. = L. mūrex, pl. mürıcës, 
perh. rel. to Gr. múax sea-mussel, 


muriatic mjuəriæ'tik pert. to brine; 
‘marine’ (acid), hydrochloric. xviL. = L. 
muriäticus, f. muria brine (the acid, ‘spirits 
of salt’, being obtained by heating salt with 
sulphuric acid); see -ATIC. 


muricate mjuə'rikeit furnished with sharp 
points. XVII. =L. mūricãtus, f. miiric-, 
MÜREX ; see -ATE*. 


murk, mirk ma3ik (dial) darkness. xir. 
So adj. dark xir (Havelok). ‘The ME. evi- 
dence points to Scand. origin (ON. myrkr 
sb. and adj. = OS. mirki adj.) rather than 
to OE. mirce, though this may have pre- 
served k of an original *kw, as in jicce 
THICK. Hence mu'rky!. xiv (R. Rolle). 
No cogns. are known outside Germanic. 


murmur m3iumoi subdued continuous 
sound xIv (Maund.); inarticulate complain- 
ing xtv (Ch.); softly spoken word(s) xvir. 
-(O)F. murmure or L. murmur rumbling 
noise, murmur, rel. to vb. murmurare (whence 
(O)F. murmurer, Eng. vb. xiv), corr. to Gr. 
mormáürein, Skr. marmaras noisy, and with 
variation OHG. murmuron, -ulón (G. mur- 
meln), Du. murmelen burble, Lith. murméti, 
murménti; redupl. f. imit. base (cf. Du. 
morren murmur, complain). 


murphy mfi (sl) potato. xix. f. the 
common Ir. surname Murphy, with allusion 
to the potato being a staple article of food 
of the Irish peasant. Cf. synon. donovan. 


murrain marin fplague xiv (R. Rolle); 
infectious disease of cattle XV. — AN. moryn, 
(O)F. morine, Tmoraine, f. stem of mourir, 
Tmiorir :- Rom. *morire, for L. mori die (see 
MORTAL); the F. suffix is that of ruine RUIN. 


murrey mari (arch. purple-red. - OF. 
moré adj. and sb., morée sb. = medL. mora- 
tum, -áta, f. L. morum MULBERRY ; see -Y*. 


murrhine marain (Roman antiq.) pert. to 
murra ma'ro fine earth of which precious 
vases, etc., were made. xvi. —- L. murr(hy- 
nus, f. murra; see -INE!. 


musa mjü'zo plantain or banana tree. XVI. 
- modL. = Arab. mauzah. 


muscat ma‘sket strong sweet wine (xvi) 
from the grape so called (xvi). —- (O)F. 
muscat — Pr. muscat, f. musc MUSK ; see -ATE!. 
So muscatel, muskadel maskote:], -de'l 
in the same senses (xIV and xvi) - OF. 
muscadel, -tel (cf. It. -dello, -tello, Sp., Pg. 
-tel) ; and muscadine ma:skodain (xvi and 
XVII) respectively, of doubtful origin. 
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MUSCLE 


muscle masl contractile fibrous bundle 
producing movement in an animal body. 
XVI. - (O)F. muscle - L. müsculus, dim. of 
mūs MOUSE, the form and movements of 
some muscles suggesting those of a mouse 
(cf. L. lacertus lizard, upper arm muscle, F. 
souris mouse, muscle, Gr. mûs mouse, fleshy 
part, OSI. mySica arm, Skr. mufkd- scrotum, 
pudendum muliebre) ; sp. with -sk(e)l- sur- 
vived till XVIII; cf. MUSSEL. So muscular 
ma:skjülor. xvii. ~modL. ; cf. F. musculaire. 
mu‘sculo-, comb. form of L. misculus, asin 
mu‘sculo-arterial (Coleridge). 


muscology muasko’led3i bryology. xx. 
~ modL. muscologia, f£. L. muscus MOSS; see 
-LOGY. 


muscovado maskóvà:dou unrefined sugar. 
xvi. - Sp. (azücar) mascabado; cf. F. 
moscouade, ‘t}mascovade. 


Muscovy maskovi (arch.) Russia. XVI. = 
F. Muscovie, TMoscovie — modL. Moscovia 
(see -1AD, f. Russ. Moskvdá Moscow. So 
Mu'scovirE Russian. xvi. - modL.; so F. 
Moscovite. 


muse! mjiz be absorbed in thought. xiv 
(Ayenbite). — (O)F. muser Tmeditate, waste 
time, trifle = Pr. musar, It. musare stare 
vacantly, idle, loiter :- Rom. *musdre, pre- 
sumably rel. to medL. müsum (see MUZZLE), 
but the sense-development is not obvious. 
Cf. AMUSE. 


Muse, muse? mjüz goddess inspiring learn- 
ing and the arts; a poet's inspiring goddess. 
XIV (Ch.). -(O)F. muse or L. müsa —- Gr. 
motisa. Cf, MUSEUM, MUSIC. 


museum injüzirom building devoted to 
learning and the arts (regarded as ‘a home 
of the Muses’); building for exhibition of 
objects of art or science (first applied to ‘Mr. 
Ashmole's Museum at Oxford"). xvi. — L. 
müséum library, study — Gr. mouseion seat of 
the Muses, sb. use of n. of mouseios, f. motisa 
MUSE!; the sp. with z was freq. XVII-XVIII. 
q Of CEur, range. 


mush! maf (N.-Amer.) porridge made with 
meal xvit; (f. the vb.) pulpy mess or sub- 
stance XIX. prob. symbolic alt. of MASH. So 
as vb. xvii. Hence mu:shy? xix. 


mush? maf (sl.) umbrella, short for MusH- 
ROOM. XIX. 


musha ma‘fa Ir. excl. of strong feeling. XIX. 
— Ir. muise, var. of mdiseadh, i.e. ma if, zs is, 
eadh it. 


mushroom ma‘frum umbrella-shaped fun- 
gus. xv. Late ME. musseroun, musheron, by 
assim, musherom (xvi) - (O)F. mousseron 
— late L, mussirid(n-) (Anthimus). Hence as 
vb. XVIII (once, trans.), xix (intr.). 


music mjü'zik art of combining sounds in 
a certain order for zsthetic effect XIII; 
sounds in melodic or harmonie combination 
XIV (Ch.) ; company of musicians, band xvt ; 


MUST 


musical score xvii -(O)F. musique — L. 
müsica — Gr. moustké, sb. use (sc. tékhné art) 
of fem. of mousikós pert. to a Muse or the 
Muses, concerning the arts, poetry, litera- 
ture, f. motisa MUSE’. @ Of CEur. range. 
So mursicAL! pert. to music. xv (Lydg.). 
-(O)F.- medL. musiciaN. XIV (-ien). 
— (O)F., f. musique. 


musk mask odoriferous substance secreted 
by the musk-deer (Moschus moschiferus). 
xIV (Trevisa). ~late L. muscus (Jerome) 
— Pers. mushk, perh. — Skr. muskd- scrotum 
(the shape of the musk-deer’s musk-bag 
being similar); cf. (O)F. musc, etc., Du., 
G. tmusch, late Gr. mésk(h)os, and medL. 
mos(c)hus, which has been adopted in Germ. 
langs. @ The word has become CEur. 


musket ma‘skit hand-gun for infantry. XVI. 
— F. mousquet (Brantóme), T-ette — lt. mos- 
chetto, -etta (formerly) bolt from a cross- 
bow, f. mosca fly :- L. musca, rel. to Gr. 
muta, OS]. mucha fly, müsica gnat, and 
MIDGE. Hence musketeEer! xvi (Marlowe); 
after F. mousquetaire. So musketoon short 
variety of musket with large bore. xvir. 
- HF. mousqueton —- It. moschettone. mu's- 
ketRY. xvir. — F. mousqueterie. 


Muslim ma:zlim see MOSLEM. 


muslin mavzlin fine cotton fabric. XVIL 
— F. mousseline — It. mussolina, -ino (whence 
some early forms), f. Mussolo Mosul (Arab. 
maugil), where muslin was formerly made; 
cf, -INE}. 


musquash ma:‘skwof large aquatic rodent, 
musk-rat. xvi (mussascus, musquassus, Capt. 
Smith). — Algonkin (e.g. Abnaki muskwessiu). 

mussel mas! bivalve mollusc. OE. muscle, 
muxle, musie (—L.) was superseded by 
MLG. mussel, MDu. mosscele (Du. mossel) 
= OHG. muscula (G. muschel) ~ Rom. 
*muscula (whence OF. mousle, F. moule), 
alt. f. L. musculus, dim. (see -cLE) of L. miis 
MOUSE; sp. with -sk- survived till xvi, but 
-ss~ occurred Xv. 


Mussulman ma‘simon, pl. -mans Moham- 
medan. xvi. — Pers. musulmdan, prop. adj. f. 
muslim Mostem. @ With the incorrect 
pl. Mussulmen ct. G. Muselmánner. 


must! mast unfermented juice of the grape. 
OE. must = (O)HG. most-L. mustum 
(whence also F. moût, Sp., It. mosto), sb. use 
of n. of mustus new, new-born. 


must? mast fin OE. and ME. moste as pt. 
of mote, was able or permitted to ; as a present 
(and in certain conditions) a past tense, is 
obliged or required to. xur (Cursor M., 
Kk. Horn), OE. méste, pt. of mét am per- 
mitted or obliged, may, must == OFris. mdt, 
OS. mõt, muot (Du. moet), OHG. muoz find 
room or opportunity, may, must (G. muss), 
Goth, gamdt (it) has room, rel, to MLG, 
mõte, OHG. muoga (G. musse) leisure 
CGerm. (exc. Scand.) *motá, of unkn. 
origin. 
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MUST 


MUZHIK 





must? mast mustiness, mould. xvir. Back- 
formation from MUSTY. 


must* mast (of animals) in astate of danger- 
ous frenzy. xix. - Urdu mast — Pers. mast 
intoxicated. 


mustachio mitista‘tfiou MOUSTACHE. XVI 
(mustaccio, -achio, mastacho). — Sp. mostacho 
and its source It. mostaccio (cf. medL. musta- 
cia), based ult. on Gr. mustak-, mustax 
upper hp, moustache, poss. crossing of 
mdstax mouth, jaws, and buistax moustache. 


mustang ma‘sten wild horse of the Ameri- 
can piains. XIX. app. blending of Sp. mes- 
tengo (now mesteño) and mostrenco, both 
applied to wild or masterless cattle, the for- 
mer being f. mesta (+= L. mixta, sb. use of 
fem. pp. of miscēre MIX) association of 
graziers, who appropriated wild cattle that 
attached themselves to the herds. 


mustard ma'stərd seeds of black and white 
mustard (species of cruciferous plants of the 
genus Sinapis, now included in Brassica) 
powdered and used as a condiment, etc. XII. 
— OF. mo(u)starde (mod. moutarde) — Pr., 
Cat., Pg., It. mostarda, Rum. mostar, f. 
CRom. *mosto, L. mustum MUST!, whence 
also Cat. mostassa. Sp. mostaza; prop. ap- 
plied to the condiment as orig. prepared by 
making the ground seeds into a paste with 
must. @ The F. word was adopted into 
Germ. langs. as MDu. mostaert (Du. -aard), 
whence MHG. mostert (G. mostert). 


mustee masti: mestee mesti- offspring of 
a white and a quadroon. XVII. — Sp. mestizo 
mesti'*bo; see MESTIZO. 


muster ma‘stor A. fexhibition, display; 
Tpattern, example, sample; B. assembling 
of soldiers, etc.; assembly, collection. xiv 
(Wychf, Ch., Maund.). Late ME. mostre, 
moustve - OF. moustre (later in latinized 
form monstre, mod. montre) = Sp. muestra, 
Pg., It. mostra, repr. CRom. sb. f. *mostrare 
:- L. mdénstradre show (cf. MONSTER). So 
muster vb.f show, display x11 (Cursor M.); 
collect, assemble xv (Lydg.). - OF. moustrer 
(mod. montrer). 


musty ma'sti ‘moist and fetid’ (J.), smelling 
of mould. xvi. perh. alt. of Morsty by 
assoc. with MUSTI. A rel. verb and an adj. 
must are contemporary. 


mutable mji-tabl liable to change. xiv 
(Ch.). - L. mütábilis; see -ABLE. So muta-- 
TION changing xiv (Ch.); (mus.) change 
from one hexachord to another xvi (Morley); 
(philol.) change of an initial consonant in 
Celtic; umlaut xix. —L. mitdtid(n-), f. 
mütát-, mütaàre change, f. *moit-, extension 
of the base *moi- *mei-, repr. also 1n MEAN?, 
etc., MUTUAL; cf. (O)F. mutation. Hence, by 
back-formation, tauta:TE? XIX. 


mutch mat[ (dial, esp. Sc.) cap, coif. xv. 
- MDu. mutse (Du. muts), corr. to (M)HG. 
miitze, shortened by-forms of MDu. amutse, 
almutse (= MHG. armuz, almuz) = medL. 
almucia AMICE. 





mutchkin ma-t[kin (Sc.) fourth of old Scots 
pint ($ imperial pint). xv. — early mod. Du. 
mudseken (now mutsje), dim. of mudde (= OS. 
muddi, OHG. mutti, G. mutt) - L. modius 
bushel; see -KIN. 


mute mjüt silent, dumb. xtv (Ch., PPI.). 
Early forms also mewet, muwet (two syll.); 
— (O)F. muet, dim. formation on OF. mu — 
Pr. mut, Sp. mudo, it. muto, Rum. mut s= L. 
mütu-s, f. symbolic syll. *mu, expressing 
lack of articulation, as in Gr. mtidos, miindos, 
nuités, mukós, Skr. mükas dumb, Arm. munj, 
and MUTTER. 'l'heform became permanently 
assim. to L. xvi. Hence vb. 


mutilate myji‘tileit deprive of a limb or 

principal part. xvi. f. pp. stem of L; muti- 
làre cut or lop off, f. mutilus maimed ; see 
-ATE?. So mutila-TION. xvir. ~ late L. 


mutiny mjirtini open revolt against autho- 
rity. XVI. f. (after words in -v?) Tmutine 
-(O)r. mulin rebellious, mutinous, sb. 
rebel, mutineer, in xvr rebellion, mutiny, 
f. muete (mod. meute) = Pr. mouta signal, 
Sp. muebda movement, excitement :~ Rom. 
*movita movement, f. *movit-, for L. mét- 
(see MOTION). Hence mutiny vb. xvi. So 
mutinxre:R!. xvii (Sh.), after F. mutinier. 
mu‘tinous. xvi. € Members of the 
group to which these words belong made 
their first appearance for the most part (esp. 
in translations) in the second half of xvi; 
much variety of formation existed and con- 
tinued into XVII; the following did not sur- 
vive : mutinado mutineer (cf. Sp. amotinado) ; 
mutine sb. (superseded by mutiny and muti- 
neer) and adj. (superseded by mutinous); 
mutine vb. =~ F. mutiner; mutiner; mutinery 
(F. mutinerie) ; mutinious ; mutinist ; mutinize. 


mutter ma‘tor speak almost inaudibly with 
nearly closed lips. xiv (Ch., Wyclif). Fre- 
quentative formation (see -ER) on a base 
*mut-, repr. also in MUTE; cf. G. dial. mut- 
tern, beside synon. ON. muskra murmur, 
Norw. mustra whisper, mumble, in Eng. 
dial. muster (xv), L. mussdre, mussitdre, 
muttire, Gr. miízein mutter, moan. 


mutton ma'tn flesh of sheep xin; sheep 
XIV; loose woman xvi. ME. moto(u)n - OF. 
moton (mod. mouton) = Pr., Cat. moltó, OSp. 
moton, It. montone, dial. moltone := medL. 
multo(n-), prob. of Gaul. origin (cf. Olr., 
Ir. molt ram, Gael. mult wether, W. mollt, 
Corn. mols, Breton maout sheep). 


mutual mjü:t[usl, -tj- felt or done by each 
to the other XV; respective; pert. to both, 
common XVI (Sh. -(O)F. mutuel — Sp. 
mutual, f. L, smütuus borrowed, mutual :- 
*moitwos, f. *moi- change, as in mütáre; see 
MUTABLE, -ALI, 


mutule  mjü:tjül (archit.) projection of 
stone or wood, modillion. xvi. = F. mutule 
~ L. mutulus, perh. of Etruscan origin. 


rauzhik see MOUJIK. 
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MUZZLE 


muzzle ma'zli A. beast’s nose and mouth 
XV; open end of a gun xvi; B. contrivance 
confining an animal’s mouth xiv (Ch.). Late 
ME. mosel — OF. musel (mod. museau) = Pr. 
muzel :- Gallo-Rom.  *müsellum, dim. of 
medL. müsum (cf. Pr. mus, It., OSp. muso), 
of unka. origin. Hence vb. thrust out the 
m.; put a m. on. Xv. 


muzzy ma'zi T(ofplaces, etc.) dull, gloomy ; 

stupid, fuddled. xvir (Mrs. Delany). In 
early use also mussy; words similar in form 
and meaning are mossy Tstupid, dull (xvi— 
XVII), dial. mosey mouldy, muggy, hazy, 
stupid, mosy downy (xv), muzz study in- 
tently, ‘mug’, fuddle (xvi11), muzzle fuddle 
(xvii); but their relations and origin are 
obscure. 


my mat (possessive pron.) of or pert. to me. 
XII. ME. zi, reduced form of min MiNE!, 
orig. before a cons., as my son )( mine eyes; 
cf. THY. 


myall’ mai-al wild aboriginal of Australia. 
XIX. Nativename in Bigambel (Dumaresque 
River) mail the blacks (namail a black). 


myall? marol Australian acacia. XIX. 
Native name: in Kamilaroi (Hunter River) 
maiál. 

myceto- miaisi‘tou comb. form of Gr. 

mükés (-ét-) mushroom. 


mylodon marlódon gigantic extinct sloth. 
xix. modL., f. Gr. milé, miilos molar, prop. 
MILL, millstone 4- -odón TOOTH. 


mynheer mainheo:1, mongo:1 Du. equiv. of 
‘sir’, ‘Mr’; Dutchman. xvi. — Du. mzjnheer, 
f. mijn MY-+heer lord, master (== G. herr), 
repr. compar. of Germ. *xarraz HOAR (lit.) 
grey-haired, (hence) honourable, majestic, 
august (G. hehr; cf. L. senior SIRE). 


myo- mai‘ou, maio: comb. form of Gr. miis 
MUSCLE, as in IGyO-LOGY science of muscles 
(xvir) — modL. 


myopia maiou'pis short-sightedness. XVIII. 
- modL. = late Gr. miiopia, f. mitops, f. mitein 
shut (cf. MYSTERY!) + őps EYE. Hence myo- 
pic -ə'pik. 


myosotis maiosou:tis plant of the genus so 
named. xix. L.- Gr. muosótís, f. muos, g. 
of mis MOUSE+ 6t-, otis EAR! ; so called from 
the soft hairy leaves. 


myriad miriod 10,000; countless number. 
XVI. -late L. myriad-, myrias — Gr. müriad-, 
mürids, f. müríos countless, innumerable, 
pl. müríoi 10,000. Cf. F. myriade (xvii); 
see -AD!, 


myrmidon mó:umidon one of a warlike 
race of Thessaly xiv; Tsoldier of a body- 
guard, faithful follower; unscrupulously 
faithful attendant xvii. —- L. pl. Myrmidones 
—- Gr. Murmidónes, acc. to legend created 
orig. from ants (mtirmékes). 


MYSTIFY 


myrobalan  mairo:bolon plum-like fruit 
used now in tanning, etc. XVI. = F. myro- 
bolan (= Sp., It. mirabolano), or its source 
L. myrobalanum — Gr. murobdlanos, f. müron 
balsam, unguent + bdálanos acorn, date, ben- 
nut. @ Among dyers called m’rabs. 


myrrh m5: gum resin from species of 
Commiphora. OL. myrra, myrre, corr. to 
OS. myrra (Du. mirre), OHG. myrra (G. 
myrrhe), ON. mirra; CGerm. (exc. Gothic) 
= L. myrrha (murrha, murra) ~ Gr. múrrā, 
of Semitic origin (cf. Arab. murr, Aram. 
murda); reinforced in ME. from OF. mirre 
(mod. myrrhe). 


myrtle möutl tmyrtle-berry XIV; plant of 
the genus Myrtus xvi. -medL. myrtilla, 
-us (whence OF. myrtille, -til, Yt. mirtillo), 
dim. of L. myrta, -us - Gr. mürtos. 


myself maise-lf, mise:lf. OE. mé self (accus. 
selfne); see ME and SELF; altered to mi self 
(xii) partly by loss of stress, partly on the 
analogy of HERSELF, in which her was appre- 
hended as genitive; cf. THYSELF, OURSELVES, 
dial. hisself, theirselves. 


mystagogue mistogog one who introduces 
to religious mysteries. XVI. — F. mystagogue 
or L. mystagógus — Gr. mustagogos, f. mústës 
initiated person 4- agógós leading, dgein lead 
(see ACT). 

mystery! mistori Tphr. zz (a) m., mystically 
XIV; religious truth or doctrine; hidden or 
secret thing XIV; religious rite xvI; (after F. 
mystère) miracle play xvur. = AN. *misterie 
(OF. mistere, mod. mystère) or immed. — the 
source L. mystérium — Gr. mustérion secret 
thing or ceremony, f. *mus- as in mustés 
initiated one, mustikds mystic. So mysteri- 
OUS  mistioa'rios. XVII, =~ F. mystérieux; 
earlier Tmyste:rial (xvi, Skelton), -ally adv. 
(xv) - late L. (with adv. mysteriáliter). 


mystery? mi'stori occupation, handicraft, 
art XIV; trade guild or company xv. - medL. 
misterium, contr. of L. ministerium MINISTRY, 
by assoc. with mystérium (see prec.). 


mystic mi'stik spiritually symbolical xiv; 

occult, enigmatical; pert. to direct com- 
munion with God xvir; sb. exponent of 
mystic theology ; one who practises mystical 
communion XVII. —(O)F. mystique or L. 
mysticus — Gr. mustikós, f. mistés initiated 
one, f. müein close (of eyes, lips), mueîn 
initiate. So my-StICAL secret, occult, sym- 
bolical xv; pert. to mystics or mysticism 
xVviI. my'sticisM -sizm opinions and prac- 
tice of mystics. XVIII; so G., F. mystique 
mistrk. xx. F., sb; use of adj. ] 


mystify mi'stifai bewilder intentionally ; 
involve in mystery or obscurity. xrx (Hazlitt 
1814, Southey 1816; ‘To bewilder, or in the 
French phrase, to mistify the attentive 
world’, Blackwood’s Magazine, 1818, iv 
222). — F. mystifier (xvi), irreg. £. mystére 
MYSTERY! or mystique MYSTIC; see -FY. So 
my:stifica-TION. XIX (1815). - F. ; often as- 
soc. with MIST, MISTY, a homonymous deriv. 
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NAKED 


MYTH 





= late L. mythos — Gr. miithos. So mythi- 
cC{AL) mi-b-. XVii. — late L. mythicus — Gr. 
müthikós. mythorocv mip-, maipo-lod3i 
Texposition of myths or fables xv (Lydg.); 
tsymbolical story, mythical meaning XVII 
(Holland); body of myths xvii (Gibbon). 
- F. mythologie or late L. mythologia — Gr. 
müthologíà. 


of which had been used earlier in pp. mist-, 
mystified ‘beclouded, befogged' (xviii). 


myth mip, maip fictitious narrative usu. 
involving supernatural things. xix (c.1830). 
Formerly also mythe (cf. F. mythe) ; - modL. 
mythus, maipos used in Eng. context 
(from Coleridge), beside mythos (from xvitt) 


N 


nom. Ndids, rel. to ndein flow. The pl. 
Naiades (xiv, Gower) repr. F. Naiades or 
L. Naiades. 


naiant nei:ont (her.) swimming. xvi. - AN. 
*naiant — OF. noiant, prp. of noier, noer 
swim (mod. noyer drown) = It, nuotare = 
Rom. *notdre, for L. natáre (see NATATION). 


naib, naif sce NABOB, NAIVE. 


naik nà'ik, nerik Indian title of rank xvi; 
military officer xvii. — Urdu na^ik — Hindi 
nayak chief, officer :- Skr. náyaka leader. 


nab! (OE. nabban) see HOB-NOB. 


nab? næb (colloq.) catch, seize. xvir. Of 
unkn. origin ; parallel to synon, and contemp. 
nap (cant and sl.), which survives in KID- 
NAPPER. 


nabob nerbob Mohammedan official acting 
as deputy governor in the Mogul empire 
XVII; rich person, spec. one who has re- 
turned from India xvii (Mogul Pitt and 
Nabob Bute, H. Walpole 1764; Foote The 
Nabob 1773). — Pg. nababo or Sp. nabab 
- Urdu nawwab, var. of nuwwãb (whence 
nawab xvii) — honorific pl. of Arab. nd’ib 
deputy, governor, prince (whence naib xvir). 


nabs næbz (colloq.) his nabs himself, tmy 
"abs myself. xvni. Of unkn. origin; cf. 
synon. NIBS. 


nacre nei'kor shell-fish yielding mother-of- 
pearl xvi; mother-of-pearl xvi. —(O)F. 
nacre, corr. to Sp. ndcar, ndcara, It. nac- 


nail neil hard terminal covering of finger 
and toe; small spike of metal OE.; the 
applications to (1) measure of weight (now 
dial.; cf. MDu., MHG. nagel) and (ii) mea- 
sure of length, 4& of a yard, are of uncertain 
origin, OE. neg(e)l = OF ris. neil, OS., 
OHG. nagal (Du., G. nagel), ON. nagi :- 
CGerm. *naglaz (not in Goth., but cf. 


chera (now only ‘kettledrum’, formerly 
also ‘nacre’), tnaccara: see NAKER. Hence 
Na-CYrEOUS, -OUS. XIX. 


naghan vb.). TE. base *nogh- or *nogh- is 
repr. also by Lith. né@gas nail, claw, naga 
hoof, OSI. nogiiti nail, noga foot, Gr. dnux, 


onukh-, OPers. naxun, Skr. nakhds, nakhdm, 
rel. further to L. unguis, Olr. ingen, OW. 
eguin. Hence nail vb. OE. nezglan; of 
CGerm. range. 


nainsook neinsuk cotton fabric of Indian 
origin. XIX. -- Urdu (Hindi) mainsukh, f. 
nain eye -- sukh pleasure. 


nadir neidori (astron.) Tpoint in the heavens 
diametrically opposite to another xiv (Ch.) ; 
point opposite to the zenith xv; lowest point 
xvi. —(O)F. nadir, corr. to Sp., It. nadir 
- Arab. nadir opposite to, over against, 
opposite point. In the second sense for 
nadir es-semt opposite to the ZENITH. 


nzvus ni'vas mole on the skin. xIx. L. 


naffy næ'fi canteen in charge of N.A.A.F.I. 
(Navy Army and Air Force Institutes). f. 
the initials with terminal el. assim. to -v*. 


nag! neg small riding-horse. xiv. Of unkn. 
origin; cf. Du. neg(ge). 

nag? neg (dial.) gnaw; be persistently 
worrying or annoying. XIX. Also gnag, 
knag; of dial. origin; repr. by naggy xvi 
(knaggie) adj. ; perh. of Scand. or LG. origin 
(cf. Norw., Sw. nagga gnaw, nibble, irritate, 
LG. (g)naggen (xv) irritate, provoke). 


Nagari nā'gari. XVIII. = DEVANAGARI. 


Nahuatl nāthwātl name of a group of 
Central-Mexican langs., f. national name 
Nahua. xix. 


Naiad narzd young nymph of the rivers 
and springs. xvii (Sh.). - L. - Gr. Nàiad-, 
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naissant nersont (her.) issuing from the 
middle ofan ordinary. xvi. —-(O)F. naissant, 
prp. of naître be born :-- Rom. *nascere, for 
L. ndsci; see NASCENT. 


naive, naive ni-iv, neiv unaffected, artless. 
xvii (Dorothy Osborne, Dryden). - (O)F. 
naive, fem. of naif (adopted earlier in Eng. 
xv1I):— L. nátivu-s NATIVE. So naïveté 
nà'ivtei. xv11 (Dryden), anglicized nai-verv 
xvii. Cf. NEIF. 


naked nerkid unclothed ; bare (lit. and fig.). 
OE. nacod (early necad) = OF ris. naked, 
-et, MLG., MDu. naket (Du. naakt), OHG. 
nackut (G. nackt), ON. ngkkviór, Goth. 
nagaps, -ad- :- CGerm. *naquaüaz, *-edaz 
t- IE. *nogwodhos, *-edhos, ppl. deriv. of 
*nogtw-, repr. also in L. nüdus NUDE, Olr. 
nocht (z= *nogwtos), Skr. nagnds, OSI. nagü 
(Russ. nagój), Lith. míogas. 


NAKER 


NARD 





naker nei‘ko1 (arch.) kettledrum. xiv (not 
in use later till revived by Scott). - OF. 
nacre, nacazre — lt. nacchera (cf. medL. 
nacara, medGr. andkara) — Arab. naqqárah 
drum. See NACRE. 


namby-pamby næ'mbipæ:mbi weakly 
sentimental, childishly simple. XVII. joc. 
redupl. formation (cf. handy-dandy) on the 
name of Ambrose Philips (d. 1749), author 
of pastorals, which were ridiculed by H. 
Carey and Pope (cf. ‘So the Nurses get by 
Heart Namby Pamby's Little Rhimes’, 
Carey; 'Beneath his reign shall... Namby 
Pamby be prefer'd for Wit', Pope "Dunciad' 
iii 319, 1733). 


name neim particular designation OE.; 
reputation. Xi. OE. nama, noma m. = 
OFris. nama, noma, OS. namo (Du. naam), 
OHG. namo (G. name), ON. nafn, namn 
(with retention of n and original n. gender), 
Goth. namo n. :— CGerm. *namõn, -on. 
An ancient and widespread word (CIE. base 
*onómen-, *enómen-) repr. by L. nõmen (cf. 
NOMINATE), Gr. ónoma, dial. ónuma, ónum- 
(cf. ANONYMOUS, SYNONYMOUS), OSI. ?meg 
(Russ. imja), Czech jméno, OPruss. emmens, 
acc. emnen, Olr. aińm, pl. anmann, OW.. antt, 
pl. enuein (W. enw), Arm. anun, OPers., 
Av., Skr. nãman- ; the long grade appears in 
the vbs.: OF ris. némia, MLG. nomen, Du. 
noemen, MHG. be|nuomen. So name vb. 
OE. (ge)namian, of WGerm. extent; a new 
formation on the sb. in late ME. rep]. ME. 
nenne, OE. nemnan :- *namnjan. nameLy? 
neimli Tespecialy xir; that is to say xv. 
ME. name-, nomeliche, corr. to OFris. same-, 
nomelik, MDu. namelike (Du. namelijk), 
MHG. nam(e)-, nem(e)liche (G. ndmlich espe- 
cially), ON. nafnliga by name; rendering L. 
nominatim by name, expressly, in detail. 
namesAKE neimseik person or thing hav- 
ing the same name as another. xvii. prob. 
orig. said of persons or things coupled to- 
gether ‘for the name(’s) sake’. 


nankeen nzepkin cotton cloth orig. made 
at Nankin or Nanking, lit. ‘southern capital’ 
(cf. Pekin ‘northern capital’), chief city of the 
province of Kiangsu, China. XVIII. 


nanny nae'ni children's nurse. Appellative 
use of pet-form of the female name Ann(e) ; 
see -¥®. So na‘nny-GoaT she-goat. XVIII; 
cf. BILLY-GOAT. 


nantz nents brandy from Nantes (the place 
of manufacture) on the river Loire, France. 
xvii (Namts). 


nap! nzp take a short sleep. OE. Amappian, 
rel. to OHG. (A)naffezan slumber (MHG. 
nafzen), of unkn. origin. Hence nap sb. 
XiII (Cursor M.). 


nap? nep surface of cloth raised and cut 
smooth. xv (noppe). - MLG., MDu. noppe 
(whence G., Da. noppe), rel. to MLG., MDu. 
noppen trim by shearing the nap. @ For the 
change of vowel cf. strap. 





nap? nep  napoleon (20-franc piece); 
card-game in which the player who calls five 
is said to go nap, formerly go the Napoleon. 
XIX. Short for Napoleon, Christian name of 
certain emperors of the French, esp. Napo- 
leon I (1769-1821), after whom the coin so 
named was called. 


napalm nerpàm jellied petrol. xx. f. initial 
sylls. of Na|PHTHA and PALMIITATE. 


mape neip (hollow at) the back of the neck. 
xiii. ME. naupe, of unkn. origin; the simi- 
larity of synon. words in Eng. and other 
langs. does not go beyond the initial s; cf. 
OFris. (kals)!knap, OHG. (h)nac (G. nacken, 
genick; see NECK); (O)F. nuque (whence It. 
nuca, Sp. nuca), of Arab. origin (nukhd spinal 
marrow). 


napery neipori household linen. xiv. - 
OF. naperie, f. nape; see NAPKIN, -ERY. 


naphtha næ'fpə, (vulgarly) næ'pþə inflam- 
mable oil from coal. xvr. = L. naphtha 
(Pliny) - Gr. ndphtha, also náphthas, of 
Oriental origin (cf. Accadian naptu, f. nafátu, 
nabatu burst into flame); 1n anglicized form 
Tnapte (xiv), also tnaphte, Tnapthe (xvi), 
partly after F. naphte (xvi). Hence na:ph- 
thaline® (1821, Kidd), with hiatus-filling J. 


Napier’s bones nerpior bounz slips of 
bone, etc. used to facilitate multiplication 
and division according to a method devised 
by John Napier of Merchiston (1550-1617). 
xvit. So NapierIAN neipio:rion applied to 
the logarithms invented by him, XIX. 


napkin næ'pkin piece of linen for wiping 
the lips, etc. at table. xv. f. (O)F. nappe 
linen cloth :- L. mappa MAP (for the change 
of m to n cf. F. natte :- L. matta MAT, néfle 
:- L. mespilus) -;--KIN. G The formation sug- 
gests a Du. comp., but none is known. 


Napoleon see NAP?. 


napoo napi (orig. soldier’s sl.) xx. -F. 
il my en a plus there is nothing left. 


narcissism  nüistrsizm morbid self-love. 

XX. f. Narcissus, in Gr. myth. name of a 
beautiful youth who fell in love with his 
own reflection and pined away ; see -ISM. 


narcissus nàirsrsos bulbous plant. xvi. 
—-L.—-Gr. mdrhissos, the termination of 
which suggests a Mediterranean origin; 
prob. infi. by arkë numbness (sce next), as 
the plant has narcotic properties. 


narcotic  nàüriko:tik substance inducing 

stupor xIV (Ch.); adi. xvii. — (O)F. narco- 
tique or medL. narcóticus, sb. -icum —- Gr. 
navkótikós, sb. -ikón, f. narkoán benumb, 
stupefy, f. nárké numbness, stupor; cf. 
SNARE and see -OTIC. 


nard nàid aromatic unguent XIV, derived 
from the plant so named (cf. SPIKENARD) XVI. 
- L. nardus — Gr. ndrdos, of Semitic origin 
(cf. Heb. nér' d^, pl. n'ràdim, Arab. nárdin). 
Cf. OF. narde (mod. nard). 
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mare neai (arch.) nostril, spec. of a hawk. 
xiv. — L. ndris, pl. ndrés, rel. to NOSE. 


narghile nà'zgili hookah. xix. - (partly 
through F. narghileh, narguilé) Pers. ( Turk.) 
nárgileh, f. Pers. nárgil coco-nut, of which 
the receptacle for the tobacco was made. 


nark nauk (sl.) police spy or informer. XIX. 
- Romany nak nose (cf. the use of nose in 
the same sense). 


narrate nZrert give an account or history 
of. xviI (only occas. before c.1750; stigma- 
tized as Sc. by Richardson, Johnson, and 
Beattie; cf. ‘the abominable verb ‘‘narrate’’, 
which must absolutely be proscribed in all 
good writing’, Quarterly Review, 1813, July, 
433). f. pp. stem of L. narráre (f. gnárus 
knowing; cf. ignórdre IGNORE), or back- 
formation from narra rioN (xv). - (O)F. 
or L. SonarrativkE nz'rotiv sb. (in earliest 
use Sc., spec. in law) XVI; adj. XVIIL. =- F. 
narratif, -ive adj. and Tsb. — late L. narrã- 
tivus. Q In AL. narrare, narratio, and nar- 
rator were used from XII spec. in law with 
ref. to the statement of a claim or plea. 


narrow næ'rou having little breadth OE. ; 
(dial.) parsimonious, ‘close’; strict, close 
x11; lacking in breadth of view or sympathy 
XvII. OE. nearu (stem nearz-) — OS. naru 
(MDu. mare, naer, Du. maar):- Germ. 
*narwaz (repr. in MHG. narwe, G. narbe, 
MLG. nar(w)e scar, sb. use of the adj.), of 
which no certain cogns. areknown. Sona‘r- 
row vb. OE. nearwian confine, foppress, 
become narrow; but in ME. (xiii) a new 
formation on the adj. 


narthex nà'ipeks (archit.) vestibule extend- 
tending across the west end of a church. 
XVII. — L. narthéx — Gr. ndrthéx giant fennel, 
stick, casket, and eccl. (as above). 


narwhal nà:wo! delphinoid cetacean. xvii. 
~ Du. zarwal — Da. narhval (whence also G. 
narwal, F. narval); the second el. is WHALE. 
The relation to synon. ON. udhvair is ob- 
scure ; the latter appears to be f. ndr corpse, 
and the allusion is supposed to be to the 
colour of the animal's skin. 


nary see NEVER. 


nasal nei‘zol pert. to the nose. xvi. — F. 
nasal or medL. nds&lis, f. ndsus NOSE; 
see -AL!. Also sb. nose-piece of a helmet 
xv, earlier nasel (xiv). ~ OF. nasal, -el — 
medL. zàsále, sb. use of n. of adj. 


nascent næ'sənt being born or produced. 
XVII. —L.. ndscent-, -éns, prp. of ndsci be 
born; see NATAL, -ENT, and cf, NAISSANT. 


naseberry neizbori W. Indian tree Sapota 
Achras. xvil (nasebury). — Sp., Pg. néspera 
MEDLAR, with assim. to BERRY. 


naso- nerzou used as comb. form of L. 
nàsus NOSE (for the regular nasi-). XIX. 


nasturtium  nost3à'ujgm genus of cruci- 


ferous plants (watercress, etc.) having a 
pungent taste xvii; trailing plant of the 
genus Tropzolum (at first called Nasturtium 
indicum because introduced from Peru) xvin. 
= L. nasturtium :— *nástorctiom ; so called 
‘quod nasum torqueat’ because it irritates 
the nose (Varro); cf. ‘nomen accepit a 
narium tormento’ (Pliny); vulgarly cor- 
rupted to nasturtian (XVIII). 


nasty nisti filthy, dirty xiv ; nauseous XVI; 


(of weather) foul, dirty xvii; offensive XVIII; 
ill-natured xix. Early vars. Tnmaxty, Tnaxte, 
which with tnaskie (Cotgr., 1611 s.v. Mau- 
lavé) suggest ult. derivation from an obscure 
base *nask- (*nax-), which appears also in 
Sw. dial. naskug, nasket dirty, nasty ; the var. 
nesty (XVI) may indicate blending with a 
deriv. of Du. nestig dirty; see -v!. 


natal neitol pert. to birth or nativity. xIv 


(Ch.). — L.. natalis, f. nát-, pp. stem of nàásci 
be born, f. *gn- produce; see KIN, -AL!, and 
Cf. NASCENT, NATION, NATIVE, NATURE, NÉE, 
ADNATE, COGNATE, INNATE, RENAISSANCE. 


natation neiterf[on swimming. Xvr. -L. 


natátió(n-), f. natdre swim, frequent. of ndre, 
f. IE. *sna-, repr. also by Gr. nékhein swim, 
Skr. sndti bathe, Ir. sndm swimming, W. 
nawf; see -ATION. So natato‘riaL. XIX, 
na:tatonvy?. xvii, — late L. zatátórius. 


gation nei fən race, people xi (Cursor M.) ; 


the nations (i) the heathen, the gentiles XIV, 
(11) the peoples of the earth xvi. - (O)F. 
nation, Tnacioun — L. natid(n-) breed, stock, 
race, f. ndt-, pp. stem of ndsci be born; see 
NATAL, -TION. So nationaL! næ'fənəl. XVI. 
nationa’ LITY. XVI. ~F. nationalize. 
xviir (1800), = F. nationaliser (1794). 
na:tionalisr. xvIII (early). native nei'tiv 
(hist.) born thrall (cf. NEIF) Xv; (astrol.) sub- 
ject of a horoscope; one born in a particular 
place xv1; original or usual inhabitant xvIt. 
—medL. ndtivus, sb. use of L. nativus adj. 
(whence na-tive adj. xiv, of one’s birth xv), 
f. nàt-, pp. stem of ndsci; see NATAL, -IVE; 
cf. (O)F. natif, -ive. So nativirv | noti:viti 
(festival of) the birth of Jesus Christ, the 
Virgin Mary, or St. John Baptist x11 (-ted, 
Peterborough Chron.); birth xiv. - (O)F. 
~ late L. (Tertullian). 


matron nei‘tron native sesquicarbonate of 


soda. XVII. — F. zatron — Sp. natron — Arab. 
natrün, nitrün — Gr. nítron NITRE. 


natter nzaz:toi (colloq.) chatter aimlessly, 


nag. xIx. Of dial. and imit. origin (often 
also gn-, kn-; cf. LG. gnatteren). Also sb. xx, 


natterjack nz‘toid3ek toad Bufo calamita. 


XVIII (Pennant). perh. f. prec. (from its loud 
croak) + JACK (applied dial. to newts and 
flies). 


natty næ'ti neatly smart xvi; (dial.) deft, 


clever xiX. orig. dial. or sl.; rel. obscurely 
to NEAT?: the suffix is -v! 
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nature neit|o1 essential qualities or innate 
character of; vital powers of xu; inherent 
power dominating one’s action ; creative and 
regulative power in the world xiv; material 
world xvir. — (O)F. nature, corr. to Pr., Sp., 
It. natura — L. nātüra (in some uses tr. Gr. 
$iow), f. pp. stem of násci (see NATAL). So 
naturaAL! netfarol. xiv. Earlier naturel 
-~(O)F. naturel, natural - L. náturális. 
(Natural history xvi after L. naturalis histo- 
ria, Pliny.) ma‘turalize. xvi. —F. natura- 
liser, naturalism system of morality hav- 
ing natural basis XVII; extreme form of 
realism XIX. ~= F. 


naught nit nothing. OE. ndwiht, ndwuht, 


nauht (= OFris. nawet, nauet, naut), f. nā 


NO?-+wiht WIGHTI. Cf. NOUGHT. Used pre- 
dicatively, passing into adj. OE. ; superseded 
by deriv. naughty! no:ti Tpoor, needy xiv ; 
Tbad, of inferior quality Xiv; morally bad 
(now only in playful use) xvi; (of children) 
wayward, inclined to disobedience xvrI. 


naumachia nómerkio mimic sea-fight. xvI. 
- L. =- Gr. naumakhía, f. naás ship -- mákhé 
fight; see NAVY, -IAl. 

naunt see AUNT. 


nausea ni'sio feeling of sickness Xv1; strong 
disgust XVI. ~= L. nausea, nausia -= Gr. 
nausid, nautiã, seasickness, nausea, f. naûs 
ship (see NAVAL) So nauseaTE? no'sieit 
reject with nausea ; affect with nausea. XVII. 
f. pp. stem of L. nauseare, f. nausea, after Gr. 
nausián. nau'seous. xv1I ; after L. nauseósus. 


nautch nót| East Indian exhibition of pro- 
fessional dancing. xix. - Urdu (Hindi) nach 
— Prakrit nachcha — Skr. nritja dancing, f. 
nrit dance. 

nautical n5-tik(o)] pert. to seamen or naviga- 
tion. XVI (the Nauticall compasse). f. L. 
nauticus - Gr. nautikós, f. nautés sailor, f. 
naüs ship; see NAVAL, -ICAL. Cf. F. nautique. 


nautilus notilos cephalopod which has 
webbed dorsal arms formerly believed to be 
used as sails. xvi. -L.- Gr. mautílos 
sailor, nautilus, f. natítés (see prec.). 


naval nervol pert. to ships or a navy. XVI. 
- L. návális, f. návis ship, rel. to Skr. nazis, 
acc. nadvam, Gr. natis, g. neds, for néds 
(:- *ndros), Ir. nau, ON. nór ; see -AL! and 
cf. (O)F. naval. 

nave! neiv central block of a wheel. OE. 
nafu and nafa, corr. to MDu. nave (Du. 
naaf), OHG. naba (G. nabe), ON. nof 
Germ. *nabé ~ IE. *nobhd, f. a base repr. 
also by Lett. naba navel, OPruss. nabis, Skr. 
nábhis nave, navel; cf. NAVEL. Q For the 
primitive origin of names for parts of 
a cart, cf. axle, linch(pin), waggon, wheel, 
yoke. 


nave? neiv main body of a church. xvi. 
-medL. spec. use of L. návis ship (see 
NAVAL), whence (OJF, nef, Sp., It. nave (in 
both senses). Q So G. schiff, Du. schip ship. 


navel nei‘v! umbilicus. OE. nafela = OF ris. 
navla, naula, (M)LG., (M)Du. navel, 


OHG. nabalo (G.nabel), ON-nafli :- CGerm. 
(exc. Goth.) *nabalon, based on IE. *nobh- 
(cf. NAVE), *onobh-, repr. also by L. umbé 
boss of shield, umbilicus navel (cf. UMBILI- 
caL), Gr. omphalds navel, boss of shield, and, 
with grade-variation, Skr. ndbhilam depres- 
sion of the navel, and Ofr. imbliu navel. 


navew  neivju rape, coleseed, Brassica 
napus. XVI. — OF. *naveu, earlier navel, 
mod. dial. naveau s= L. nàpus: see -EL?. 


navicert nz‘visdit certificate of ship’s 
cargo. xx. f. L. ndvis ship (see NAVAL)+ 
first syll. of CERTIFICATE. 


navicular novikjülor (anat.) of bones in 
the hand and the foot. xvi. = F. naviculatre 
or late L. nàviculáris, f. nàvicula, dim. of 
navis ship ; see NAVAL, -AR, and cf. SCAPHOID. 


navigable nz-vigabl admitting of naviga- 
tion. XVI. — F. navigable or L. navigabilis, 
f. ndvigadre (whence na‘vigaTE® XVI), f. nàvis 
ship (see NAVAL) 4- -ig-, comb. stem of agere 
drive (see ACT). So maviga‘TION. XVI. 
—(O)F. or L. na:vigATOR. xvi. -L. 


navvy nz'vi labourer employed in excava- 

tion and construction of earthworks. XIX. 
colloq. abbrev. of NAVIGATOR used in this 
sense (XVIII), prop. one who constructs a 
‘navigation’ or artificial waterway (cf. F. 
canal de navigation). 


navy nervi Tships, shipping; (arch.) fleet 
xiv (R. Mannyng) ; state's ships of war xvi. 
—- OF. navie ship, fleet - popL. ndvia ship, 
boat, coll. formation on L. ndvis ship; see 
NAVAL, -Y?. Q The Rom. langs. show a 
great variety of derivs. of L. ndvis, of which 
OF. (AN.) navel, navine, navire were repr. 


in ME. or MSc. 
nawab nowd'b see NABOB. 


nay nei adv. no XII; sb. denial, refusal xrv. 

ME. nei, nai (Orm na55) - ON. nei, f. ne 
NE-}-ei AY; cf. NO?*. mayworD nei'w3id 
watchword, catchword; byword, proverb. 
xv1 (Sh.); of unkn. origin. 


Nazarene nzzorin (native) of Nazareth in 
Palestine xi11 ; follower of Jesus of Nazareth 
xiv (Acts xxiv 5); one of an early Jewish sect 
of Christians xvii. — ChrL. Nazarénus — 
Gr. Nazarénós (Mark i1 24), f. Nazarét. 
So Na:zariTe! xvi (Coverdale). 


Nazarite?, Nazir- nz'zorait Hebrew who 
had taken a vow of abstinence. xvi (Geneva 
Bible). f. L. Nazarzeus (LXX Naziratos), 
f. Heb. názir, f. ndzar to separate or con- 
secrate oneself. Earlier forms are direct 
adoptions of L.; Nazare, Nazare: (Wycl. 
Bible), Nazaree (Coverdale). 


Nazi (na-tsi, na-zi) (member) of German 
National Socialist party XX. repr. pronunc. 
of Nati- in G. Nationalsozialist. 


nazir na-ziaz title of officials in Mohamme- 
dan countries. XVII. — Urdu, Pers. —- Arab. 
názir superintendent, inspector, f. nazar 
sight, vision. 
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ne ni, ni not (in the mod. period used by Sh., 
Spenser, Shenstone, Coleridge, and Byron). 
OE. ne, mi (see NAY, NO) = OFris., OS., 
OHG. ni, ne, ON. né, Goth. mz; corr. to L. 
ne- (as in nefGs NEFARIOUS, NEUTER, nullus 
NULL, numquam never), Lith., OSI. ne, Skr. 
na, repr. the short var. of CIE. negative adv. 
or particle, the long form of which is repr. 
by L. në that . . not, lest, Gr. né- (as in 
nékédés free from care, NEPENTHE), Goth, 
né, Skr. nä, and the weak grade (*n) by 
IN-?, UN-1, the var. nec-, neg- by NEGATION, 
NEGLECT, NEGOTIATE. 


neap nip applied to tides at which high- 
water level is at its lowest. OE. nép in 
népflod ; then not recorded till xv. Of unkn. 
origin ; prob. identical with nep in forbganges 


nép (OE, ‘Exodus’ 469) without power of. 


advance, the basic sense being ‘wanting, 
lacking’. 


Neapolitan niopo-diton pert. to Naples, 
Italy. xvi (Sh.). - L. Nedpolitanus, f. Ned- 
polités (see -1ITE), f. (Gr.) Nedpolis ‘New 
‘Town’ ; see -AN. 


near nioi adv. (dial) almost, nearly xil 
(Orm); to, within, or at a little distance XIII. 
First in northerly and easterly texts in the 
form zer - ON. náér, compar. of ná- (as in 
ndbiii, ndlegr neighbouring) NIGH, orig. used 
with vbs. of motion, e.g. Roma or ganga nzr 
come or go nearer (to), whence it was trans- 
ferred to uses with such vbs. as standa (stand) 
and vera (be), corr. to OE. néar (which sur- 
vived in mod. naut. no near! and dial. never 
the near, but was superseded in gen. use by 
the new formation nearer (xvi); it corr. to 
OF ris. nzar, OS. ndhor (Du. naar to, for, 
after), OHG. nàhor, Goth. néhwis :- CGerm. 
*néywiz, *néywoz. Hence near prep. close 
to xir1 (Cursor M.); adj. closely placed or 
related xiv, niggardly xviI. mearLy? nio-ali 
closely xvi; almost XVII; superseded near 
adv. in all exc. the purely physical uses. 


neat! nit (arch., dial.) animal of the ox kind; 
cattle. OE. néat = OF ris. nát, naet, OS. nőt 
(Du. noot), OHG. nóz (obs. or dial. noss, 
nos) ON. naut (whence north. dial. nowt 
XII) = CGerm. (exc. Gothic) *nautam, f. 
*naut- *neut- *nut- make use of, enjoy, 
whence also OE. néotan, OHG. niogan 
(G. geniessen), ON. njóta, neyta (:—- *nautjan), 
Goth. niutan use, enjoy; OE. nytt (1) use, 
(2) useful, OS. nutti (Du. nut) useful, OHG. 
nuz (G. nutz, nutzen) use, Goth. un|nuts use- 
less, unprofitable, ON. zytr useful; the IE. 
base is repr. also by Lett. -nauda money, 
Lith. naiidyti, pa|niisti desire, covet. 


neat? nit Tclean, fclear; free from reduc- 
tions ; trim, smart, elegant, dainty, tidy. xvi. 
— (O)F. net — Pr. net, ned, Cat. net (whence 
Sp. neto, It. netto), Pg. nedeo, Rum. neted 
smooth :- L. nitidu-s shining, clean, f. nitére 
shine. Cf. NET?. 


neb neb (dial.) beak, bill; nose; ¢face OE. ; 
nib; peak, tip. xvr. OE. nebb = ON. nef, 
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nefj-, rel. to MLG., MDu. nebbe (Du. nebbe, 
neb) :— Germ. *nabja-. Cf. NIB. 


nebula ne bjülo film over the eye XVII; 


cloud-like cluster of stars xviii, —- L. nebula, 
rel. to OE. nzfol dark, OS. nebal (Du. nevel), 
OHG. nebul (G. nebel) cloud, ON. nifl- (as 
in Nizflheimr Hades), njól night, Olr. nel, W. 
niwl, Gr. nephélé cloud, the simple IE. base 
being repr. by OSI. nebo (nebes-), Gr. néphos 
cloud, Skr. ndbhas cloud, mist. So ne:bulvy* 
(her. wavy like the edges of clouds. xvi. 
— F. nébulé, medL. nebulátus. ne-bulous. 
XVI. — F. nébuleux or L. nebulosus. 


necessary ne'sísori inevitably determined 


xiv (Ch.) ; not to be done without xiv (Wycl. 
Bible, Usk); sb. xrv (Rolle). - AN. *neces- 
sarie (OF. nécessaire) or L. necessárius, f. 
necesse (esse, habére) (be, consider) necessary ; 
see -ARY. Cf. tnecessaire (xiv, Ch., Gower), 
Sc. necessar (x1v). So mece'ssiry. xiv (Ch., 
Barbour, Wycl. Bible, Gower, Usk). -(O)F. 
-L. mnece'ssitous needy. xvi (Cotgr.). 
-F. 


neck nek (back of) that portion of the body 


lying between head and shoulders OE.; in 
various transf. uses from xiv. OE. hnecca, 
corr. to OFris. /mecka, necke, MDu. nac, 
necke (Du. nek), OHG. (h)nac (G. nacken 
nape), ON. hnakki nape :- CGerm. (exc. 
Gothic) *xzak(j)-, repr. IE. *knok-, whence 
OIr. cnocc, OBret. cnoch hill, elevation (cf. 
OHG. hnack summit). @ In OE. the com- 
moner words for ‘neck’ were heals (ME. and 
dial. kals; cf. HAWSE) and swéora, dial. swire. 
Hence neckerchief ne-koatfif. xiv (necke 
couerchef, neckerchef) ; also (dial. ne:cker- 
cher. xv ;'see KERCHER and cf. HANDKERCHIEF. 
So ne:ckha:ndkerchief. xvii. neckrack 
ne:klis ornament of precious stones or metal, 
etc. worn round the neck. xvr. ne:ck-vERSE 
verse (esp. the beginning of Psalm 1[i]) to be 
recited by one claiming benefit of clergy in 
order to save his neck. 


necro- ne'krou, nékro:, comb. form of Gr. 


nekrós corpse, rel. to L. nex slaughter (cf. 
INTERNECINE, PERNICIOUS). 


"necromancy ne‘krémensi divination by 


communication with the dead, ‘black magic’. 
xu (Cursor M.). Earliest forms in nigro-, 
nigra-, negro- — OF. nigromancie (whence in 
MHG., etc.), corr. to Sp. nigromancia, It. 
nigro-, negromanzia ~ Rom. (medL.) nigro- 
mantia, alt., by assoc. with niger, nigr- black, 
of late L.. necromantia — Gr. nekromanteía, f. 
nekrós + manteid ; see prec., -MANCY ; refash. 
XVI as in F. after L. and Gr. So ne-cro- 
mancerR? xiv; after OF. (-zer). 


necropolis nékro:polis cemetery. XIX. = Gr. 


nekrópolis, f. nekrós NECRO- + pólis city, 
-POLIS. 


necrosis nékrou':sis (path.) mortification of 


tissue, XVII. modL. — Gr. nékrósis state of 
death, f. nekrotin kill, mortify, f. nekrós ; see 
NECRO-, -OSIS. 


NECTAR 


nectar ne‘ktor drink of the gods; delicious 
drink, sweet fluid. xvi. - L. nectar — Gr. 
néktar, poss. f. *nek- death (see NECRO-)-+ 
-tar, rel. to Skr. tards triumphing over, 
tdratt cross, surmount, overcome, L. trdns 
across; cf. THROUGH. (Cf. the etymol. mean- 
ing of AMBROSIA.) So nectarEAN -to’rion 
XVII, -EOUS XVIII, -IAN XVII; after L. necta- 
reus, Gr. nektdreos, F. nectaréen. nectariNE! 
ne:ktorin variety of peach. xvir. prob. sb. 
use of zectarine adj.; cf. Du. nektarperzik, 
G. nektarpfirsich ‘nectar-peach’, mectaRY 
ne‘ktori (bot.) part of a flower that secretes 
the honey. xvi. — modL. nectarium. 


neddy ne:di donkey. xvin. f. Ned, pet 
form of the Christian name Edward -4--v? ; 
cf. CUDDY!, DICKY!, DONKEY. 


née nei distinguishing a married woman's 
maiden name. F., ‘born’, fem. pp. of naître 
s- Rom. *nascere, for L. ndsci (see NASCENT). 


need nid tforce, constraint; necessity ; lack, 
want; matter requiring action. OE. néd, 
non-WS. variant of WS. nied (later nyd, 
whence ME. niid) = OFris. néd, nadth, OS. 
nod (Du. nood), OHG. nőt (G. not), ON. 
nauð, neyð, Goth. naups = CGerm. *naudiz, 
*nau piz, rel. to OPruss. nautin need. Soneed 
vb. be necessary OE. ; have need, be in need. 
OE. néodian (rare), f. néod. Hence nee-drur! 
Tneedy xit ; requisite, necessary xiv. nee:dy? 
indigent x11; cf. MDu, nõdich (Du. noodig), 
OHG. nõtag, -eg (G. nötig necessary), ON. 
nauðigr forced, unwilling. See also NEEDS. 
@ OE. had also néad, without mutation, and 
a gradation var. néod. 


needle nid] pointed implement for sewing 
OE. ; magnetized steel of a compass ; pillar, 
obelisk; sharp-pointed mass of rock XIV. 
OE. n2dl = OF ris. nédle, OS. nddla, nathla, 
MLG. ndide, OHG. nd@dala (Du. naald, G. 
nadel), ON. ndl (:- *nddl), Goth. népla = 
CGerm. *népló :- *nétlà, f. *né- sew, repr. 
also by MDu. zaeyen (Du. naaien), OHG. 
nàian (G. ndhen), L. nére spin, Gr. néma 
thread. Forms with metathesis (ME. meld, 
mod. zeeld) are common dial. See -LE!. 


needs nidz of necessity, necessarily. OE. 
nédes ; finally superseding earlier tueed, OE. 
néde (nyde, nide), also néade, instrumental 
case of néd, néad NEED; see -S. 


neep nip (dial.) turnip. OE. n#p -= L. napus, 
prob, a ‘Mediterranean word’. Cf. TURNIP. 


neeze niz (dial) SNEEZE. XIV. = ON. hnjósa 
== OHG. niosan, MLG. niesen (G. niesen, 
Du. ntezen), of imit. origin. Q There is one 
ex. in AV., at 2 Kings iv 35. 


nefarious nifco:rios wicked. xvi. f. L. nefá- 
rius (Cicero), f. nefäs wrong, wickedness, f. 
ne- NE -++ fds divine permission, command, 
or law (as opposed to jūs human law), assoc. 
by the ancients with fdari speak (see FATE); 
the formation is parallel to that of injdrius 
INJURIOUS. 
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NEMERTEAN 


negation nigei-fan negative statement, de- 


nial. XVI. — (O)F. négation or L. negatid(n-), 
f. negáre say no, deny, f. neg-, var. of nec (cf. 
NE and NEGLECT, NEGOTIATE); see -ATION. 
Also negativE ne:gotiv adj. and sb. xiv. 
- (O)F. or late L.; hence vb. xvirr. 


neglect nigle:kt fail to regard. xvi. f. meg- 


léct-, pp. stem of L. negligere, neglegere, nec-, 
disregard, slight, f. neg, var. of nec (see NE) — 
legere choose (see LECTION). Hence sb. xv1; 
partly after L. neglectus. So ne-gligeNce, 
-ENT XIV. — (O)F. or L. 


negotiate nigow[ieit hold conference (sut) 


xv1 (Sh.) ; manage ; convert into money XVII; 
(orig. in hunting) succeed in getting over, 
etc., clear XIX. f. pp. stem of L. negótiàri 
carry on business, f. negótium business, f. 
"eg, var. of nec--ótium leisure; see NE, 
OTIOSE, -ATE?. So negotia'TION. xvi. —L. 


Negro ni-grou black man, blackamoor. xvi. 


— Sp., Pg. negro:- L. nigrum, niger black. 
Also tnigro (xvI-XVI1), with assim. to L. So 
Ne-gress!, xvi. -F. négresse. negri-Ho 
and negri‘to. xIx. = Sp. 


negus! ni‘gas supreme ruler of Abyssinia. 


XVI (neguz). ~- Amharic z'gus kinged, king. 


negus? nrgos hot spiced drink. xvin. f. 


name of the inventor, Colonel Francis Negus 
(died 1732). 


neif nif (hist.) one born in serfdom. XVI. 


— AN. neif, nief = OF. naïf; see NAÏVE. 


neigh nei (of a horse) utter its characteristic 


cry. OF. hn&gan = MDu. neyen (Du. dial. 
neijen), MHG. négen, of imit. origin ; synon. 
formations are OS. (to) hnechian; MDu. 
nijgen, nyen, MHG. nyhen; OE. hnaggiung 
neighing, corr. to ON. gneggja, Icel. hneggja, 
Norw. (k)neggia. Other imit. north. Eng. 
forms are neigher (XVI), nicher (xvi), nicker 
(xvi). Hence neigh sb. xvi. 


neighbour nei bor one who lives near. OE. 


néahgebür, néahhebür, f. néah nicH+gebtr 
BooR; corr. to MDu. nagebuer, OHG. nah- 
gibur; cf. OS. ndbür, MLG., MDu. nabur, 
MHG. ndadchbtir (G. machbar); also ON. 
ndbii (Sw., Da. nabo), f. nd- NEAR+ btia 
dwell. Hence nei-ghbournoop. xv. 


neither nai:Óóor, nrÓor A. adv. not either 


XIII; nor, nor yet xv; B. adj. and sb. not the 
one or the other xir. ME. nazder, neider, 
alt., after EITHER, of nauther, nouther, nather, 
nother, OE. nawper, nauper, ndper, *ndper, 
contr. of ndhweper (cf. OF ris. ndhwedder, 
nauder), {. nd No*-|+- hee ber WHETHER. 


nemato- ne:motou comb. form of Gr. néma, 


némat- thread (see NEEDLE), used in terms of 
nat. hist. XIX. 


nemertean, -ine nim3-ition, -tain (one) of 


a class of flat-worms. xix. f. modL. Nemer- 
tës (Cuvier) = Gr. Némertés name of a sea- 
nymph; see -EAN, -INE!. 


NEMESIS 





nemesis ne-misis goddess of retribution; 
retributive justice. xXvI. = Gr. némesis 
righteous indignation (also personified), f. 
némein to deal out what is due, rel. to nómos 
custom, law (see NIM). 


nenuphar  nenjufáàr water-lily. — xvr. 
= medL. nenuphar (whence also F. nénufar, 
Sp., It. zenufar) - Arab. and Pers. ninüfar, 
nilüfar — Skr. nilétpala blue lotus, f. nil blue 
--utpala lotus, water-lily. 


neo- niou, nio: comb. form of Gr. néos NEW, 
in common use since c.1860; there are rare 
early exx., e.g. me:opela:gian (1647), meo- 
pla-tonism (c.1830). neologisM nio-lod3izm 
innovation in language. XVII. = F. néo- 
logisme; also neo-LoGy. XVIII. — F. 


neophyte ni-dfait new convert, novice. XVI. 
~ecclL. neophytus- Gr. N.T. nedphutos 
(1 Tim. iii 6) ‘newly planted’, f. néos NEo- 4- 
fhutón plant (n. of pp. formation on f/uíein 
cause to be (see BE)). Q Not common be- 
fore XIX. In use somewhat earlier than the 
Rheims translation in the N.T. (1582), 
where, in the Preface to the Reader ciij, the 
question is asked : ‘If Proselyte be a received 
word in the English bibles ... why may not 
we be bold to say, Neophyte?’ It was re- 
jected by some as an unknown term. 


neoteric niote'rik recent, modern. xvi, 
— late L. neotericus — Gr. neóterikós, f. neó- 
teros, compar. of néos NEW ; see -1C. 


nepenthe nipe-npi drug supposed to banish 
grief or trouble from the mind xvi (Spenser) ; 
plant yielding the drug xvir. Alt., after It. 
nepente, of nepenthes nipe:npiz, also used 
in Eng. for the drug (xvI) and the pitcher- 
plant (xviu)-L. mépenthes (Pliny)- Gr. 
népenthés (Odyssey iv 221, qualifying phár- 
makon drug), n. of népenthés banishing pain, 
f. në- NE+ pénthos grief (see PATHOS). 


nephelo- ne‘filou comb. form of Gr. nephélé 
cloud (see NEBULA). XIX. 


nephew ne'vju, ne:fju brother's or sister's 
son. XIII. ME. meveu —- (O)F. neveu, also 
ONF. zevu, nevo (whence similar ME. 
forms) = Pr. nebot, It. nepote, nipote = L, 
nepótem, nebós grandson, nephew, descen- 
dant; CIE. term denoting indirect descent, 
repr. also by Skr. nápát, OPers. napá grand- 
son, Gr. anepsids nephew, OLith. nepuotis, 
nepotis, Ir. nia (g. niath) sister’s son, and in 
Germ. by OE. nefa (ME. neve), OF ris. neva, 
OS. nevo (Du. neef), OHG. nevo (G. neffe), 
ON. nefi :— *nebon. Cf. NIECE. 


nephritic néfrrtik affecting the kidneys. 
XVI. —late L. nephriticus (Celsus) — Gr. 
nephritikós, f. nephritis (whence, through late 
L., mephri-tis xvi), f. mephros KIDNEY t= 
*neghwros; -Ic. So ne:phro- comb. form 
of the Gr. sb. XVII. 


ne plus ultra ni plas a:Itra command to go 
no further; utmost limit. xvir. L. phr., ‘not 





NEST 


more beyond’, said to have been inscribed on 
the Pillars of Hercules (Calpe, 1.e. Gibraltar, 
and Abyla, mountains on opposite sides of 
the western entrance to the Mediterranean, 
fabled to have been parted by the arm of the 
giant Hercules). Also non plus ultra xvit (so 
in F. from xvir), țnon ultra XVI, 


nepotism ne‘pdtizm: favouritism as of a 
pope, etc. towards nephews xviL. =F. 
népotisme — It. nepotismo, f. nepote NEPHEW ; 
see -ISM, 


Neptunian neptjū'niən (geol.) pert. to the 
action of water )(plutonic, volcanic. XVIII. 
f. L. Neptiinius, £. Neptiinus god of the sea; 
see -IAN and cf. F. neptunien. 


Nereid niə riid sea-nymph. xvi. -L. 
Néreid-, nom. Nereis - Gr. Néréid-, Néréls, 
f. Néretis ancient sea-god, f. base of L. ndre 
swim (see NATATION, -1D, and cf. NAIAD). 


neroli nio:róli essential oil from the flowers 
of the bitter orange. xvii. — F. méroli — 1t. 
neroli, said to be from the name of its dis- 
coverer, an Italian princess. 


nerve ndiv sinew, tendon xvi; fibrous con- 

nexion conveying sensation, etc. between 
the brain and other parts XVII. -= L. nervus 
sinew, bowstring, rel. to Gr. neûron (cf. 
NEURO-) sinew, nerve, and further to L. nére 
spin (see NEEDLE), Cf. F. nerf (whence 
ME. tnerf xiv), It. nervo. So ne'rvous. 
xiv. — L. nervósus, whence EF. nerveux, etc. 
ne: rvy!. xvil (Sh.). 


mescience ne‘fions lack of knowledge. xvii. 
= late L, nescientia, f. nescient-, -éns (whence 
ne':sciENT XVII), prp. of zescire be ignorant, 
f. ne- 4- scire know ; see NE, SCIENCE. 


ness nes headland. OE. nes(s), nes(s), nzsse, 
corr. to LG. nesse, ON. nes, rel. to OE. nzs-, 
nasu; see NOSE. The generalization of the 
form ness, as opposed to nass, is due partly 
to the prevalence of place-names in -mess, 
partly to ON. nes. 


-ness suílx expressing state or condition 
appended to adjs. and pps., in more recent 
use to prons., advs., and phrs. OE. -zes(s), 
-nis(s) — OFris. -nesse, -nisse, OS. -nesst, 
-nissi (Du. -nis), OHG. -nessi, -nissi, -nassi 
(G. -niss), Goth. -nassus; f. *n (of str. pps.) 
-+ *-assus, f. *-atjan verbal suffix (the vowel- 
variation a e 2 is unexpl.). A concr., sense is 
developed in FASTNESS, LIKENESS, WILDER- 
NESS, WITNESS. The use in titles (highness, 
holiness) follows that of L. -tàs. Forgiveness 
is isolated. 


nest nest bird’s laying- and hatching-place 
OE. ; set of similar objects xvi. OE, nest = 
(M)Du., (O)HG. nest :- IE. *nizdo-, whence 
also L. nidus, Olr. net (mod. nead), W. nyth 
nest, Skr. nidd resting-place; f. *nz down 
(cf. NETHER)+ *sed- sir. Hence nest vb. 
xii; repl. OE. nistan = MDu., (OQ)HG. 
nisten 1— *nestjan. 
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NESTLE 


NEWT 





nestle ne:sl have a nest OE.; refl. and intr. | neuter njü:to1 neither masculine nor femi- 


settle oneself comfortably xvr. OE. nestlian 
= MLG., (M)Du. nestelen (cf. OE. nistl(i)an, 
MHG. nistelen); see prec. and -LE%. So 
nestling ne‘slin young bird in the nest xiv; 
f. NEST or NESTLE, perh, after MDu. nestelinc 
(mod. -ling) = G. nest-, nist(e)ling. 


Nestor ne'st name of a Homeric hero 
famous for his age and wisdom, used allus. 
for a wise old man. xvi (Sh.). 


Nestorian nestoo:rion - late L. Nestóriaánus 
applied to the heresy according to which 
Christ is said to have distinct divine and 
human persons, promoted by Nestorius, 


nine XIV; intransitive; neutral xvi; asexual, 
sterile xvii. — (O)F. neutre or its source 
L. neuter, f. ne- NEJ- uter either of two (cf. 
NEITHER). So neutralt not taking sides; 
occupying a middle position xvi; (chem.) 
XVII. — F. Tneutral or L. neutrális (Quinti- 
lian), f. neutr-, neuter. neutralirv -z«-líti. 
xv. - (O)F. or medL. 


névé nervei, lneve granular snow on a 


glacier ; field of frozen snow. xix. — Swiss F. 
névé glacier :- Rom. *nivdtum, f. L. niv-, 
nix SNOW. 


patriarch of Constantinople 428—c.451. xv. never ne:voi atno time. OE. nafre, f. ne-- 


net! net 'anything reticulated or decussated, 
at equal distances, with interstices between 
the intersections’ (J.). OE. net(t) = OF ris. 
net(te), OS. netti, net, (M)Du. net, MLG., 
MDou. nette, OHG. nezzi (G. netz), ON. net, 
Goth, nati; the existence of ON. nót large 
net (whence Finn. nuota) suggests an IE. 
base *nàd-, to which some refer L. nassa 
(:~ *nadtã) narrow-necked basket for catch- 


&fre; see NE, EVER. The contr. form ner, 
nere (La3., Cursor M.), with indef. art, nere 
a, neer a, became (dial.) narrow a, narra, 
(esp. U.S.) nary. Hence ne:verthele-ss 
notwithstanding xr (Cursor M.), also 
Tnever the lat(t)er xiv—xvii; repl. earlier 
notheless, natheless OE. nà by las, f. nå, nõ 
NO! -- thé, instr. case of THE -- LESS ; cf. L. 
nihilominus lit. ‘by nothing less’. 


ing fish. Hence net vb. xvi. new njü not existing before, of recent 


net? net Ttrim, smart, clean, bright xiv; 
free from deduction xvi. — F. net, fem. nette 
NEAT? (whence also Du., Da. net, G. nett, 
Sw. ndtt). 


nether ne‘d01 lower (now rare exc. in nether 
garments, n. regions). OE. neopera, nipera = 
OF ris. nithera, nethera, OS. nithiri (Du. neder 
in comps.), MLG. ned(d)er, OHG. nidart, 
-eri, -iri (G. nieder), ON. neðri; f. CGerm. 
(exc. Gothic) *nipar (repr. by OE. niher, 


growth. OE. niwe, niowe, néowe = OF ris. ny, 
ni, OS. niuwi, nigi, MLG. nige, nie, MDu. 
nieuwe, nuwe, nie (Du. nieuw), OHG. niuwi 
(G. neu), ON. nýr, Goth. niujis :- CGerm. 
*neujaz ~~ CIE. *newjos, repr. by Gr. (Ionic) 
netos, Gaul. Novio- (in place-names), Olr. 
nie (Ir., Gael. nuadh, W. newydd), OSI. 
novi, Lith. naiijas, modification of *newos, 
repr. by L. novus (cf. NOVEL), Gr. néos, NEO-, 
Skr. ndvas. 


etc.) down downwards = Skr. nitarüm, f. | newel njü'ol pillar forming the centre of a 


*ni- down, with compar. suffix. 


nettle ne'tl stinging plant (Urtica). OE. 
net(e)e, netel — OS. netila, MLG. net(t)ele, 
MDu. zetele (Du. netel), OHG. negzila 
(G. nessel), OSw. netla, ODa. nat-, nzdiz, 
Icel. netla :- Germ. *natilón, deriv. (see -LE!) 
of base of OHG. nazza, Icel. nótu (gras) ; the 
reduced grade of the IE. base *nod- is repr. 
by Gr. adiké (*nd-) nettle. Hence nettle vb. 
beat or sting with nettles xv ; irritate, vex XVI. 
So Du. netelen, G. nesseln. 


neume njüm (mus., in plainsong) group of 


winding stair XIV ; post supporting the hand- 
rail of a staircase xIx. ME. nowel- OF. 
nouel, noel knob = medL. nódellus, dim. of 
nüódus knot (see NODE). 


newfangled nji-fe:ngld fond of novelty xv; 


new-fashioned xvi. alt. (by addition of -Ep! 
to impart a more adjectival appearance) of 
newefangel x1v (Ch.), f. néwe adv. of NEW+ 
*fangel, repr. an OE. *fangol ‘inclined to 
seize’, f. *fang-; see FANG, -LE*. Q MDu. 
nievingel(heit) has a different stem-vowel. 


notes sung to one syllable xv; sign used | news njüz Tnovelties X1v ; tidings xv. pl. of 


in plainsong notation XIX. «-(O)F. neume 
- medL. neuma, neupma — Gr. pneûma breath 
(cf. PNEUMATIC). Also neu-ma. xviii. 


neural njuo:rol pert. to the nerves. xix. f. 
Gr. neüron NERVE-- -AL!I. 


neuralgia njuora:ld3» affection of a nerve 
causing pain. XIX, —- modL. neuralgia, f. Gr. 
netiron NERVE-+ digos pain. (In F. névralgie.) 
So neurasthenra! -pinis, meurl‘TIS xix. 


NEW ; after OF, noveles, pl. of novele (mod. 
nouvelle) NOVEL; or after medL. nova, pl. 
of novum new thing, sb. use of n. of novus 
NEW. € There is no evidence of contact 
with synon. Du. nieuws, which prob. origi- 
nated in the phr. wat nieuws, iet{s) nieuws, in 
which the form is genitive sg. (cf. OE. hwæt 
niwes, aht niwes, ME. what newes). Hence 
new’SPA‘PER, XVII. 


neuro- njus‘rou, njuara’ comb. formofGr. | newt njit small tailed amphibian (Triton). 


neüron, as in neuro:LoGYv. XVII. ~ modL. 
neurologia ~ modGr. neurologia (cf. F. névro- 
logie). neuro-TOMY. XvitI. - modL.. neuro-- 
ptera? order of insects. XVIII; Gr. pterón 
wing (cf. FEATHER). 
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XV. f. n of AN (cf. NICKNAME) +-ew?, var, of 
ewet, EFT. Q The change of f, v to w is un- 
usual, but cf. the name Pewsey, Pusey, from 
OE. Pefesig ; with the var. neuft (B. Jonson) 
cf, ewft (Spenser). 


NEXT 


NIELLO 





next nekst lying nearest (now only with fol- 
lowing sb. or pron. orig. in the dative); 
nearest in kinship; immediately preceding 
or succeeding OE.; immediately following 
in time XII. OE. néhst-a, WS. niehst-a = 
OF ris. neest-e, OS. nd(h)ist-o (Du. naast-e), 
OHG. nàhist-o (G. náchst-e), ON. nastr, 
næsti, superl. of NIGH (see -EST). 


nexus ne'ksəs bond, link xvir; connected 
group XIX. — L., f. nex-, pp. stem of nectere 
bind (cf. CONNECT). 


nib nib (dial) beak, bill xvr; (split) pen- 
point; (pl.) short handles on the shaft of a 
scythe XVII ; peak, tip xvii; (pl.) small pieces 
into which cocoa-beans are crushed xix. 
prob. - MDu. nib or MLG. nibbe, var. of 
nebbe beak, NEB. 


nibble ni-bl take little bites (of); fig. carp. 
xv. prob. of LDu. origin; cf. LG. nibbeln, 
also gnibbeln, knibbeln gnaw = Du. knibbelen 
gnaw, murmur, squabble, parallel to knab- 
belen, whence tknabble (xvi). 


niblick niblik golf club having a small 
round heavy head. xix. Of unkn. origin. 


nibs nibz. xix. See NABS. 


niccolite nrkolait native arsenide of nickel. 
XIX. f. modL. niccolum NICKEL 4- -ITE!. 


nice nais Tfoolish, stupid xr11 ; Twanton xtv ; 
Tcoy, shy xv; fastidious, dainty ; difficult to 
manage or decide; minute and subtle; pre- 
cise, critical; minutely accurate xv1; dainty, 
appetizing; agreeable, delightful xvi. — 
OF. nice silly, simple = Pr. nesci, Sp. necio, 
It. nescio 1— L, nesciu-s ignorant, f. ne- NE +- 
sci-, scīre know (see SCIENCE). So nicerv 
nal'siti, XIV. — OF. niceté. 

Nicene narsin pert. to (councils of the 
Church held at) Nicea (Gr. Níkaia) in 
Bithynia, esp. of the creed adopted at the 
first of these (A.D. 325). xv. - late L. Nicé- 
nus, Nicaenus. 


niche nitf recess for a statue, etc. XVII. 
~ (O)F. niche, f. nicher make a nest, nestle =~ 
Rom. *nidicare, f. nidus Nest. @ Mainly 
from F., the word has become CEur. 


nick nik notch xv; precise moment xvI. So 
nick vb. make a notch in; hit off; win at the 
game of hazard ; trick, cheat xvi. Of unkn. 
origin ; possibly from Low Du., but no con- 
tact of meaning can be made out with the 
similar Du. nikken = G. nicken (OHG. 
nicchen) nod, beckon. 


Nick nik Old N., the devil. xvu. usu. taken 
to be abbrev. of the name Nicholas, but no 
reason for such an application is known. 
q Not connected with NICKER. 


nickel nrkl hard silvery-white lustrous 
mineral, usu. associated with cobalt. XVIII. 
Named in 1754 by Axel F. von Cronstedt, 
Swedish mineralogist; shortening of G. 
kupfernickel ‘copper nickel’, the mining 
name of the copper-coloured ore (NICCOLITE) 
from which the metal was first obtained by 


Cronstedt in 1751. ‘The second el. of kupfer- 
nickel appears to be nickel dwarf, mischievous 
demon, the name being given to the ore be- 
cause it yielded no copper in spite of its 
appearance (cf. COBALT). 


nicker nikor water-sprite. OE. »icor water- 
monster = MLG. mecker, MlDu. micker, 
necker (Du. nikker), ON. nyhr :- Germ. 
*nikwiz, *nikuz ; cf. OHG. nihhus crocodile, 
nicchessa (G. nix, nixe NIX?); based on IE. 
*nigu- wash, repr. by Gr. nizein, Olr. nigid, 
Skr. nénékti (p.p.). 

nickname nikneim name added to or sub- 
stituted for the proper name, esp. in ridicule. 
xv. Late ME. nekename, f.n of AN (cf. NEWT) 
-+ tekename (x1v), f. eke addition (see EKE?) + 
NAME, after ON. aukanafn. 


Nicolaitan nikóleiitoón name of an early 
Christian sect of obscure character. XVI. 
- modL. Nicolaitanus, f. Gr. Nuicolaités 
(Rev. 11 6), f£. Nihólaos Nicholas. 


nicotine  nikotrn essential principle of 
tobacco. xix. — F. nicotine, f. modL. nico- 
tidna (sc. herba) tobacco-plant (F. nicotiane, 
whence Eng. Țnicotian XVI-XVII), f. name 
of Jacques Nicot, French ambassador at 
Lisbon, by whom tobacco was first intro- 
duced into France in 1560; see -INE®, 


nictitate niüktiteit. blink, wink. xvin. f. 
pp. stem of medL. ztctitdre, frequent. of 
L. nictare blink, rel. to cénivére CONNIVE; 
see -ATE?, So nictita-TION. XVIII. 


nid, nide see NYE. 


niddering nidorig (arch.) base wretch. 
XVI (sidering). erron. form of nithing, late 
OE. nding- ON. nidingr NITHING. The 
error originated in the 15096 edition of 
William of Malmesburv’s ‘De gestis regum 
Anglorum’ p. 68 by the misreading of mding 
as 21d’ing, i.e. nidering. The mod. currency 
of the word is due to Scott. A further cor- 
ruption is ni:dderriNG!. xvir. 


nidification — nidifikerjon — nest-building. 
xvi. — medL. e«idificátio(n-), f. L. nidificare 
(whence ni:dificarE? xix, ni:dirv xvir), f. 
nidus NEST. 


nidor naird5:i smell from animal substances 
burned, etc. xvn. — L. nidor; cf. Gr. knísa 
smell of burnt fat, ON. hnissa steam from 
cooking. So nrdorovus. xvii (Bacon) - 
late T. 


niece nis Tgranddaughter; brother's or 
sister's daughter. xir. —(O)F. nièce = It. 
dial. setsa, nezza t popL. *neptia, for L. 
neptis, corr. to Skr. naptis, Lith. nepté, Germ. 
*niptiz, whence OE. nift (current till xv), 
OFris., OHG. mft, MDu. nichte (whence 
G. nichte), Du. nicht, ON. nipt; a Rom. by- 
form *nepta'is repr. by Pr. nepta, Sp. nieta, 
Pg. neta. Cf. NEPHEW. 


niello nie'lou black composition for filling 
in engraved designs, etc. xix. It. — OF. 
neel, Pr., Sp. miel :- L. nigellu-s, dim. of 
niger black. 
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NIEF 


nief nif, nieve, neive niv (dial) fist. xir. 
ME. neve —- ON. hnefi, nefi, which has no 
known cogns. Current in all north. and Sc. 
dialects; in Sh. in the form neafe (also 
newfe), in B. Jonson in the form neufe. 


niggard ni-gaid sb. stingy person; adj. 
stingy, miserly. xiv (Ch.). alt., with sub- 
stitution of suffix -ARD, of earlier tnigon 
(x1v-xv1), f. trug (x1rr-xvi1) ; prob. of Scand. 
origin (cf. Sw. njugg, dial. nugg, nygg, ON. 
hnoggr (:—- *ynauwjaz), Norw. ndgg, and 
NIGGLE), and ult. rel. to OE. hnéaw niggardly 
(= *ynawaz), corr. to MDu. nauwe (Du. 
nauz narrow, tight), MHG. nouwe careful, 
exact, (ge)nouwe scarcely (G. genau exactly). 
Hence ni:ggardly. xvi; see -Ly!, -Ly?. 


nigger ni'gər negro. XVIII. Later form of 
(dial.) neeger, neger xvi (=F. nègre -— Sp. 
negro, whence also Du., G. neger), tniger 
XVI-XVII (— L. niger); see NEGRO. 


niggle ni:gl do anything in a trifling or in- 
effective way. xvI (Nashe). prob. of dial, 
origin in literary use. The modern dial. dis- 
tribution, mainly northern and eastern, and 
the correspondence in form and meaning to 
Norw. zigla, point to prob. early adoption 
from Scand. (cf. NIGGARD). 


nigh nai (arch., dial.) near. OE. néah, néh, 
corr. to OFris. nei, nz, OS., OHG. nàh (Du. 
na, G. nah), ON. nd- (in comps. like ndbii 
NEIGHBOUR), Goth. néhw- (néhw prep., néhwa 
adv.); CGerm., of unkn. origin. Fully de- 
clined as adj. only in OHG. ; in OE. chiefly 
in advb. use or with obj. dative. The compar. 
of the adv. 1s OE. néar NEAR?, of the adj. 
néarra, ME. ner, nar, superl. nzexst(a) NEXT ; 
the formal relation of these becoming ob- 
scured, new forms migher, mighest were 
formed xvi. For the vocalism cf. piz!, HIGH. 


night nait period of darkness)(day. OE. niht, 
for earlier nieht with vowel generalized from 
case-forms in which mutation was regular, 
the normal (Anglian) nom, being næht, neaht 


= OFris., MDu. nacht, OS., OHG. naht: 


(Du., G. nacht), ON. ndtt, nótt, Goth. nahts. 
The CIE. base *zokt- is repr. also by L. nox, 
noct- (cf. NOCTI-, NOCTURN), Gr. mix, nukt-, 
OSI. nosti (Russ. noch’), Lith. zakts, Olr. 
nocht (innocht tonight), W. nos (peu|noeth 
every night, ALe|zo tonight), Skr. ndkta, 
ndktis. @ The ancient Germ. reckoning of 
time by nights is preserved in FORTNIGHT, 
SENNIGHT ; cf. also ON. mdnudr pritogndttar 
‘month of 30 nights’, calendar month, W. 
wythnos ‘eight nights’, week; nec dierum 
numerum, ut nos, sed noctium computant 
[sc. Germani], Tacitus, ‘Germania’ xi; spatia 
omnis temporis non numero dierum sed 
noctium finiunt [sc. Galli], Cæsar, ‘Bellum 
Gallicum' vi. 


nightingale nai'tiņngeil bird remarkable for 
its song, Luscinia. ME. zzhtingale (x11), 
alt. of nihtegale, OE. nihtegala (nehte-, 


NILOMETER 


næhte-, etc.) = OS. nahta-, nahtigala (Du. 
nachtegaal), OHG. nahta-, nahtigala (G. 
nachtigall), ON. nætrgali ; f. Germ. *nayt(i)- 
NIGHT + *zalan sing (see YELL). @ For the 
intrusive z cf. farthingale. : 


nightmare naitmeəs female incubus XIII; 
bad dream with a feeling of suffocation XVI. 
f. NIGHT + ME. mare, OE. mære incubus, 
corr. to MLG. mar, MDu. mare, maer, 
OHG. mara (G. mahr), ON. mara 1 CGerm. 
(exc. Gothic) *maron, *marén (whence 
OF. mare, surviving in F. cauchemar night- 
mare, f. caucher tread upon :- L. calcáre). 
The second el. is rel. to OIr. Mor|rigain queen 
of elves, Pol. zmora, Czech můra nightmare. 
Cf. MDu. nachtmare, -mere, -merrie, MHG. 
nahtmare (G. nachtmahr, -máhr), some of 
which show assim. to MARE. 


nightshade nai-tfeid plant of genera Sola- 
num and Atropa. OE. mihtséada, corr. to 
MLG., MDu. nachtschade, OHG. naht- 
scato (G. nachtschatten); app. f. NIGHT+ 
SHADE, prob. with allusion to the poisonous 
or narcotic properties of the berries. ME. 
vars. with -shode, -schede, and MLG. with 
-schede, are presumably independent altera- 
tions due to obscuration of the identity of 
the second el. 


nigri- nargri comb. form of L. niger (nigr-) 
black, for which the irreg. nigro- is more 
commonly used. 


nigrescent  naigre'sont blackish. XVIL 
~ prp. stem of L. nigréscere grow black, f. 
niger black; see -ESCE, -ENT. 


nihil narhil nothing, thing of no value; 
(leg.) return by the sheriff where the party 
named had no goods on which to levy. xvi. 
= L. nihil (medl. nichil), short for nihilum, 
for *nīhīlum, f. nī, var. of në NE -4 hilum small 
thing, trifle (said to be prop. particle ad- 
hering to a seed). Cf. NIL?. 


nihilism nai(h)ilzm negative doctrines in 
religion or morals; extreme revolutionary 
principles involving destruction of existing 
institutions. xIx. So nihilist (Sir W. 
Hamilton). f. NIHIL+-ISM, -IST; in philos. 
uses after G. nihilismus (F. H. Jacobi 1799), 
nihilist (Jean Paul 1804), F. nihiliste (1793); 
extended to the political sense after F. nihi- 
lisme (— Russ. nigilizm), F. nihiliste (1793). 


nil! nil indigo. XVI; see ANIL. 
nil* nil nothing. xix. L., contr. of NIHIL. 
nilgai see NYLGHAU. 


nill nil (arch.) be unwilling, not to will. OE. 
nyle (pres. tense) — Oris. ml, nel; f. NE-- 
vile WiLL?. Cf. WILLY-NILLY. 


nilometer nailo:mito1 gauge for measur- 
ing the height oftheriver Nile. xvirr. —- Gr. 
neilométrion, with assim. to words in -METER. 
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NIM 


nim nim (arch.) take OE.; (sl.) steal xvr. 
OE. niman, pt. nóm, nómon, nam, nàmon, 
pp. numen — Oris. nima, OS. niman (Du. 
nemen) OHG. neman (G. nehmen), ON. 
nema, Goth. niman :- CGerm. str. vb. *ne- 
man, rel. to Gr. némein deal out, distribute, 
possess, occupy ; see also NEMESIS, NOMAD, 
NUMBER. In gen. literary use till xv; rare in 
XVI; it appears c.1600 in canting lang. in 
the sense ‘thieve, pilfer’ (cf. Corporal Nym 
in Sh. ‘Merry Wives’). @ For derivs. see 
NIMBLE, NUMB. 





nimble ni-mbl quick and light in move- 
ment or action. ME. nemel (xin), later 
nemble, neam(b)e, app. repr. OE. n&mel 
quick at seizing, f. *n#m- *nem- take, NIM; 
superseded by mnymel (xv), later nymble, 
which may repr. either a phonetic develop- 
ment or an OE. *nimol (cf. numol grasping, 
biting, scearpnumol, teartnumol efficacious) ; 
see -LE?. Q] For intrusive b cf. THIMBLE, 


nimbus ni'mbəs cloud-like splendour in- 
vesting a god xvir; halo xvi; rain-cloud 
XIX. = L. nimbus rain, cloud, aureole. 


niminy-piminy nminipüimini mincing. 
xix. Jingling formation based on NAMBY- 
PAMBY ; Cf. MIMINY-PIMINY. 


Nimrod ni-mrod Ttyrant xvi1 ; great hunter 
xviii. - Heb. Nimréd valiant, strong; name 
of ‘a mighty one in the earth’ and a ‘mighty 
hunter before the Lord’ (Gen. x 8, 9). 


nincompoop ni:nkompüp, -pk- simpleton. 
XVII (nicom-, nickum-). The earliest forms 
suggest deriv. from a proper name, such as 
Nicholas or Nicodemus (cf. F. nicodéme 
simpleton)--the word repr. by tpoop cheat, 
befool (xvi—xvil); cf. tnoddypoop (xv); 
alteration of the first syll. to nin- is prob. 
due to NINNY. 


nine nain 9, ix. OE. nigon = OF ris. nigun, 
„OS. nigun, -on (Du. negen) :— *nizun, var. of 
Germ. *niwun (repr. by OHG. niun, G 
neun, ON. níu, Goth. niun) :- YE. *(e)nen, 
repr. by L. novem (for *noven), Gr. ennéa, 
eina-, ena-, Olr. noi, nóin, OPruss. newints 
ninth, OSI. deveti, Lith. devyni (with d..n 
forn..n), Arm. inn, Skr., Av. ndva-, Tokh. 
fiu. So minerTeen. OE. nigontyne = OF ris. 
niogentena, OS. migentein (Du. negentien), 
OHG. niunzehan (G. neunzehn), ON. nitjdn. 
nineteenrH. OE. nigontéopa, etc. ninth 
nainp. ME. nizonpe (X1), a new formation 
superseding OE. nigoþa = OS. nigudo, 
MLG. negede; cf. SEVENTH. ni-nery!. OE. 
nigontig. ninepins. XVI; see PIN. 


ninny nini simpleton. xvi. Appellative use 
of Ninny, pet-form of Innocent, with prefixed 
n- (cf. Ned, NEDDY) and -y¥*; cf. ‘Innocent, 
Innocent, Ninnie (a proper name for a man)’ 
Cotgr. and Ninny’s, illiterate substitution 
for Ninus in Sh. ‘MND?’ 111 i 99, v i 204. 
In comb. ninny-hammer. xvi (Nashe) (cf. 
yellow-hammer as a term of reproach). 
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NITRE 






niobium naiou:biam (chem.) metallic ele- 


ment, earlier called columbium. xix. modL., 
f. Niobe, (Gr. myth.) name of the daughter 
of Tantalus; so named in 1845 by Heinrich 
Rose, who rediscovered it in the tantalites 
of Bavaria ; see -IUM. 


nip! pinch xiv (PPI.); snatch, seize smartly 


XVI; move nimbly x1x. prob. of LDu. origin ; 
cf. TSc. gnip (xiv), Tknip (xvi). Hence sb. 
XVI. ni'ppER! Tthief xVI; costermonger's 
boy, (hence) youngster XIX. 


nip? nip thalf-pint of ale xvii; small 


quantity of spirits XIX. prob. short for 
Tnipperkin (xvii) measure of half a pint or 
less, small quantity of drink, rel. to LDu. 
nippen, whence G. nippen, Da. nippe. 


nipple ni:pl teat. xvr. Early forms also 


neble, nible, perh. dim. of NEB, NIB point; 
see -LEH @ The change from b to p is 
unexpl.; unconnected with OE. nypel ele- 
phant’s trunk (Ælfric). 


Nippon ni'pon see JAPANESE. 
nirvana nàivà:no (in Buddhism) extinction 


of individual existence. XIX. — Skr, nirvana, 
sb. use of n.pp. of nirvd be extinguished, f. 
nis out-+-vd- blow (see WIND!). 


nisi naisai (leg.) attached to decree, order, 


rule, to indicate that these are not absolute 
or final, but are to be taken as valid unless 
some cause is shown, etc. XIX. L, nisi un- 
less. So nisi prius narsai prai‘as writ 
named from the first two words of the pro- 
viso nisi prius justiciarii ad assisas capiendas 
venerint! unless the judges come to take the 
assize before (see Blackstone ‘Commentaries’, 
1768, III 59). 


nit nit egg of a louse, etc. OE. hnitu = 


MLG., MDu. néte (Du. neet), OHG. 
(h)niz (G. niss, nisse) :- WGerm. *ynitd :- 
IE. *knida (cf. Gr. konid-, kénis dust). 
q] Parallel forms are ON. gnit, Russ., Pol. 
gnida, Olr. sned, Alb. Qeví. 


nithing nai-din (arch.) abject wretch, villain ; 


niggard. Late OE. niþing- ON. niðingr, 
f. nið contumely, libel, insult = OE. nīþ 
enmity, malice, affliction, OFris., OS., 
OHG. nid (Du. nijd, G. neid envy}, Goth. 
neip, CGerm. sb. of which theult. connexions 
are unkn. ; see -ING?, @ Cf. NIDDERING. 


nitid nitid shining, glossy. xvi. -L. 


nitidus, f. nitére shine; see -ID’. 


nitre nartor Tsodium carbonate, (now) salt- 


petre xIV; fsupposed nitrous element in air 
or plants xvii. — (O)F. nitre — L. nitrum - Gr. 
nitron, of Semitic origin (cf. Heb. netr natron, 
Ass. nit(t)ru, Egyptian ntr); cf. NATRON. 
The comb. form is ni-tro~ nai-‘trou, naitro-. 
So nitric nartrk applied to an acid pro- 
duced by the treatment of nitrates with sul- 
phuric acid. xvin. ~ F. nitrique (1787). 
nitrate nartreit xviri. — F. nitrate (1785); 
see -ATE IC. nitrous pert. to nitre. XVII 
(the mod. chem. uses date from xvii). - L. 
nitrüsus ; later = F. nitreux. 


NITROGEN 


NOISE 





nitrogen naitrodzon chief constituent of 
the atmosphere. xvii. — F. nitrogéne (Chap- 
tal, 1790) ; see NITRO-, -GEN, and cf. OXYGEN. 
@ So named from being a constituent of 
nitric acid; earlier named phlogisticated air 
or gas. 


nix! niks (sl) nothing. xvi. - colloq. G. 
nix, for nichts, short for MHG. nihtesniht 
‘nothing of nothing’, strengthened form of 
niht nothing := OHG. niwtht, neowtht, tor 
*ne eo wiht ‘not ever a thing’ (cf. NOUGHT). 


nix? niks water-sprite. XiX. — G. nix m., 
MHG. nickes, OHG. nihhus; see NICKER. 
Sonixie nrksi water-nymph. xix (Scott) - 
G. nixe fem. :- OHQG. zicchessa, with assim. 
of ending to -IE. 


nizam nizā'm title of the rulers of Hydera- 
bad 1713-48 xvii; Turkish regular army 
xix. — Urdu, Turk. nizam— Arab. nidám 
order, arrangement, f. nadama arrange, join 
in order; in the first sense short for mizadm- 
al~mulk governor of the empire (Nizzamuluc 


in R. Johnson’s “The Worlde’, 1601). 


no! nou not (in literary use surviving only 
in or no(XV) ). OE. no, £f. ne 1-0, var. of G ever ; 
cf. NAY. 'l'he midl. and south. ME. repr. of 
OE. nã (see No?) coalesced with this and in- 
fluenced the pronunc. Q The phr. or no 
was preceded by or nón, north. or nàn (x111), 
which prob. originated in the ellipsis of a sb. 


no? nou not any. xu (na, no). Clipped 
form of non, NONE, orig. used (like AI) before 
words beginning with a cons. Comps. no:- 
BODY xiv (R. Mannyng); no:HOW XVIII; 
DO'WAY(S) XIII; NOTHING ; Il1O0"WHERE, 110'- 
WHITHER OE. 


no? nou expressing a negative answer. XIII 
(AncrR.). midl. and south. ME. form of 
OE. nd, f. NE-+d ever (cf. ay). @ Earlier 
practice limited the use of no to response to 
a sentence containing a negative )( nay. 


no., no (read as number). xvi. abbrev. of L. 
numeró in number, abl. of numerus NUMBER ; 
later, perh. after F. numéro (- It., Sp. nu- 
mero), standing for ‘number’ (so-and-so). 


Noachian noueikion pert. to Noah (Gen. 
vi 14, etc.). xvii (Cudworth). So Noa-- 
chic(AL). xvii. 


nob! nob (sl. or collog.) head. xvi. perh. 
var. of KNOB. 


nob? nob (colloq.) person of wealth or dis- 
tinction. xix. In xvii Sc. nab, knabb, the 
local pronunc. of which may have suggested 
nob to the southerner. Hence no-bby? 
smart, elegant XIX ; in XVIII Sc. knabby. 


nobble noa-bl (si. or collog.) tamper with (a 
racing horse); steal, seize. XIX. prob. var. 
of (dial.) knobble, var. of knubble knock, beat, 
f. KNOB, knub 4- -LE?. 


noble nou:bl illustrious by position, charac- 
ter, or birth ; distinguished by splendour or 
magnificence XIII ; of great or lofty character 


XVI. - (O)F. noble — Sp. noble, It. nobile - 
L. nobilis, for earlier gnóbilis (cf. IGNOBLE), 
f. *enó- KNOW ; see -BLE. So nobr-zirv. xiv. 
—-(O)F. or L. noblesse noucbles (arch.) 
nobility. xm. ~(O)F. noblesse = Pr. no- 
blessa, -eza, etc.; see -ESS*, 


nocake noukeik (U.S.) maize parched and 
pounded. xvir. Algonkin; cf. Narragansett 
nokehick, Natick nookhik maize. 


nock nok tip of horn on a bow or arrow XIV 
(Trevisa); (naut.) end of a yard-arm or sail 
xvi, - MDu. nocke (Du. nock), whence also 
G. nock. 


nocti-, before a vowel noct-, comb. form of 
L. noct-, nox NIGHT. 


noctule no'ktjül largest species of British 
bat. xvii (Pennant). — F. noctule (Buffon) 
— It. nottola, -o, f. notte NIGHT. 


nocturn no‘kt3in division of the office of 
mattins. xu. —(O)F. nocturne or ecclL. 
nocturnus, -um, sb. use of L. nocturnus pert. 
to the night, f. noct-, nox NIGHT, with 7-stem 
as in Gr. niktér by night, míkteros nocturnal. 
So noctu-rnaL!. xv. ~ late L. (cf. diurnus). 


nod nod make a quick inclination of the 
head. xiv (Ch.). perh. of LG. origin; the 
nearest corr. form is MHG. notten (in modG. 
notteln) move about, shake. Hence sb. xvr. 


noddy nodi simpleton, noodle; sea-bird, 
Anous stolidus. xvi. prob. sb. use of țtnoddy 
adj. foolish, silly (cf. tnoddy peak, -poll, 
-poop), perh. f. Nop 4- -v'. Cf. synon. Tzodge- 
cock, -comb (xv1). 


node noud complication, entanglement XVI; 
hard tumour; point of intersection XVII. 
— L. nódus knot, etc., perh. rel. to nectere 
bind (see CONNECT). So noduLe no:djül. 
XVI. —L. nédulus; cf. F. nodule. nodosr! 
nou'dous knotty. xvur. -L. nodosity 
-o'siti. = late L. 


noel noue'l Christmas carol. xix. = F. noël 
NOWEL, 


noetic noue'tik pert. to the intellect. xvir. 
~ Gr. noétikds, f. noétds intellectual, f. noein 
think, perceive, f. nods, nóos mind. 


noggin no:gin mug, cup; small quantity of 
liquor. xvii. Of unkn. origin. @ Gael. 
noigean, Ir. noigin are from Eng. 


noil noil short pieces and knots of wool 
combed out of the long staple. xvir. prob. 
in earlier use and — OF. noel += medL. no- 
dellu-s, dim. of 1. nddus knot (NODE, NOOSE), 


noise noiz loud outcry (survives in hold 
one’s n.); trumour; loud or harsh sound 
XIII; Tagreeable sound xiv ; fTband of musi- 
cians xvI. —(O)F. noise outcry, hubbub, 
disturbance, noisy dispute = Pr. nausa noisy 
confusion, OCat. noxa harm, injury, Cat. 
nosa hindrance, Olt. dial. noxa dung i- L. 
nausea sea-sickness, NAUSEA. Hence (or - 
OF. nois(i)er) vb. xiv. noi-sy!. xvii (Dryden). 
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NOISOME 





NONNY-NONNY 





noisome noi'som harmful, injurious xIv | momage nou-nid3 period of legal infancy. 


(Wycl. Bible); offensive xv. f. tnoy to 
trouble, vex, harm, aphetic of ANNoY+ 
-SOME; finally superseding tnoyful, Tnoyous 


xiv (PPL). - AN. nounage, OF. nonage ; see 
NON-, AGE. 


(xiv). nonagenarian nounodsineo:rion 9o years 


noli me tangere noudimitz:nds3ori eroding 
ulcer on the face xiv; species of balsam, 
Impatiens Noli me tangere XVI; person or 
thing that must not be meddled with xvit. 


old. xix. f. L. néndgéndrius, f£. nondgéni, dis- 
tributive of nondginta ninety, f. *novendginta, 
f. novem NINE; see -ARIAN. So nonagesi- 
maAL! -e:simol. xvirt. f. L. nóndgésimus goth. 


L., ‘touch me not’ (cf. Vulgate, John xx 17). | monce nons phr. for the nonce (orig.) Tfor 


noll nol, noul (crown of) the head OE.; 
Tnape of the neck xiv (Wycl. Bible, Tre- 
visa). OE. hnoll = MDu. nolle, OHG. hnol 


top, summit, crown of the head. 


nomad nou:mzd, no*mzed one of a wander- 
ing race. XVI. — F. nomade - L. Nomad-, 
Nomas, pl. Nomades pastoral people wander- 


the particular purpose, expressly x11 (forr pe 
naness, Orm); for the occasion, for the time 
being xvi. ME. for þe nanes, alteration (by 
misdivision, as in a neut for an evt) of for 
pen anes, alt., with advb. -s, of *for pen ane 
‘for the one (purpose)’, parallel to to pen ane 
(beside to pen anes) ‘with a view to the one 
(thing)’ ; cf. the parallel ane, anes (see ONCE). 


ing about with their flocks = Gr. nomad-, | nonchalance nə'nfələns lack of interest or 


nomás roaming about, esp. for pasture, pl. 
Nomddes pastoral people, f. *nom- *nem- 
(némein pasture) ; see NIM, -AD!. So nomadic 
noumz'dik. xix. — Gr. nomadikós. 


nomenclature nou:monkleitfai, nóme:n- 
klit[for Tname; set of names. xvi. — F, 
nomenclature — L.. nomenclátüra (Pliny), f. 
nomenclàtor one who names, f. nómen NAME 
+ caláre call; see INTERCALATE, -URE. 
mominaL’ no-minel pert. to a noun XV; 
Tnominalistic (in the medieval sense) xvI; 


concern. XVII. — (O)F. nonchalance, f. non- 
chalant (adopted in Eng. xviii), f. non NON- 
-+ prp. of chaloir be concerned, first used in 
(ne) chaut it is (not) the concern (of), earlier 
(ne) chieut :— L. calet, 3rd sg. pres. ind. of 
calēre be hot (see LUKEWARM). 


noncCoNFO'RMIST one who does not conform 


to the Church of England (or other estab- 
lished church). 1619. So Tnonconfo:rmi- 
tan, -fo'rmity 1618 (Donne). 


pert. to a name; existing only in name XVII. nondescript no-ndiskript +(nat. hist.) not 


— F. nominal or L. nóminális, £. nomen NAME. 
Hence no:minalisM xix, -IsT xvu1)(realism, 
-ist; cf. F. nominalisme, -iste (1752). 
no:minalLy? by name xvir; in name XVIII. 
nominaTE? no'mineit name, esp. officially. 


hitherto described (so contemp. undescribed) 
XVII (Ray); not easily described, neither one 
thing nor another x1rx. f. NON--+ descript — L. 
déscriptus, pp. of déscribere DESCRIBE. 


XVI. f. pp. stem of L. nóminàre, f. nómin-, | none! nan no one, nobody; not any. OE. 


nómen NAME. nomina-TION. xv. — (O)F. or 
L. no:minaTIvE of the case of the subject 
of a finite verb. xıv (Trevisa, Wyclif). - 
(O)F. nominatif, -ive or L. nédmindtivus 
(sc. casus case, Varro), tr. Gr. onomastiké 
(sc. ptésis case). NOominEE! nomini- person 


nan == OF ris. nén, ON. neinn; comp. of NE 
and ONE; cf. OS. nén, (M)Du. neen, (O)HG. 
tein no (adv.), and L. nón not :- *né oinom 
‘not ONE (thing)’. As adv. Xit; now chiefly 
in none the..., none too.... 


named or nominated. XVII. f. NOMINATE. nonENTITY non- non-existent thing XVI; 


-nomy nomi, terminal el. of sbs., repr. Gr. 
-nomid arrangement, management, rel. to 


non-existence; person or thing of no im- 
portance XVII. See NON- ; cf. Țnon-ens XVII. 


nomos law, némein distribute (see NIM), asin | nones nounz A. ninth day before the Ides 


ASTRONOMY, AUTONOMY, ECONOMY, GASTRO- 
NOMY, and words formed after these, as 
geonomy, zoonomy. 'lhe corr. adjs. end in 
-no'mic, -no*mical; see -v?. 


non- non prefix expressing negation, used 
with sbs., adjs., vbs. (ppl. adjs., gerunds), 


xv; B. the fourth of the day offices of the 
Church. xvur. In A=-(O)F. nones- L. 
none, acc. nonds, fem. pl. of nónus ninth, f. 
novem NINE; in B f. NONE? after mattins, 
lauds, vespers. Also none? xix. —- (O)F. none 
(Sp., It. nona) - L. nóna (sc. héra hour). 


and advs.; first in the AN. form noun- = | nonesuch xvi, now usu. nonsuch xvii nA:n- 


OF. non-, nom-, nun-, num- :— L. nón ‘not’ 
used as a prefix. The earliest exx. are non- 
power (Ch., PPI., Wyclif), non-residence, non- 
suit (Wyclif); similar comps. of a technical 
kind prevail until xvir, when the application 
was widened; to the religious and political 
movements of xvI and xvii belong zoncon- 


sAtf, no:nsat] unmatched, unrivalled. Ex- 
tracted from such phr. as “There is none 
such’, but no doubt suggested partly by 
NONPAREIL ; first used in the name of None- 
such Palace, at Cheam in Surrey, completed 


1557. 


formist, nonjuror (1691), non-resistance. 'The | nonny-nonny no'nino'ni obs. refrain, often 


prefix is normally unstressed, but it is 
stressed in the disyllables nonage, nonsense, 
nonsuit, as also in nonchalance, nondescript. 
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used to cover an indelicate allusion (cf. 
'these noninos of filthie ribauldry', Dray- 
ton). XVI. 


NON-OBSTANTE 


non-obstante nonobste:nti (leg.) first two 
words of a clause in statutes, etc. (‘non 
obstante aliquo statuto in contrarium" any 
statute to the contrary not standing in the 
way). XV. medL., nón NOT--obstante, abl. 
of obstüáns, prp. of L. obstáre stand in the 
way, f. ob OB--+stāre STAND (cf. OBVIOUS). 
See NOTWITHSTANDING. 


nonpareil noənpəre'l having no equal xv 
(Caxton); unique person or thing XVI 
(Nashe); size of printing type xvir. =F. 
nonpareil, f. non- NON--- pareil like :- Rom. 
*pariculu-s, dim. of par equal (see PAIR). 


nonplus nə'nplas state in which no more 
can be said or done, esp. in phr. be at, put to, 
a nonplus. xvi. f. L. phr. nón plüs not more, 
no further (see NON, PLUS); cf. F. Tmettre 
à nonplus. Hence as vb. xvi. 


non (plus) ultra see NE PLUS ULTRA. 


nonsense no'nsens that which is not sense. 
xvi (B. Jonson). f. NoN---SENSE, after F. 
nonsens (XV). Hence nonse-nsICAL. Xvil. 


nonsuit no-nsjiit (leg.) cessation or stoppage 
of a suit. xiv (Wyclif). -AN. no(u)nsuit ; 
see NON-, SUIT. 


nonyl no:nil (chem.) ninth of the alcohols 
with formula Cnllis,;.i1. xIx. f. L. nónus 
NINTH T -YL. 


noodle? nūü'dl simpleton. xvir. Of unkn. 
origin. 


noodle? nü:dl strip of dough as an ingre- 
dient of soup. XVIII. — G. nudel (of unkn. 
origin), whence F. nouilles. 


nook nuk corner, angle. x11 (first in feower- 
noked four-cornered, Lajamon’s ‘Brut’ 
21999; next in Cursor M.) Of unkn. 
origin. Many of the earliest instances are 
in texts in which the Scand. element is 
prominent, but no such Scand. form is 
known, unless it is repr. by Norw. dial. nok 
hook, bent object. Q Gael., Ir. niuc is from 
the Sc. var. neuk. 


noon nün tninth hour of the day reckoned 
from sunrise, 3 p.m. ; Toffice of nones OE. ; 
tmidday meal x11; midday xr. OE. nón, 
corr. to OS. nén(e), (M)Du. noen, OHG. 
nona, G. none, ON. nón - L. nóna (sc. hóra 
hour), fem. sg. of nónus ninth (see NINE) ; cf. 
NONE’, NONES. ‘The same shifting of the 
time denoted, prob. due to the anticipation 
of the canonical hour or of a meal-time, has 
taken place also in Du. noen and in dial. use 
of F. none. 'l'he common phr. (be) fore noon, 
after noon have given rise to the sbs. FORE- 
NOON, AFTERNOON. Hence noo: npAY. XV 
(Coverdale). moo-nmTIDE. OE. néntid = 
MDu. noentijd, MHG. nén(e)tit. 


noose nis loop formed with a running knot. 
xv (rare before 1600). Late ME. nose, perh. 
— OF. nos, nous (— Pr. nous, Cat. nus, It. 
nodo, Rum. nod), nom. sg. and accus. pl. 


NORTHUMBRIAN 


(:- L. nodus, -ós) of no, nou, later noud, mod. 
naud (:- L. nódu-s NODE). 'The alternative 
pronunc. nüz corr. to a disyll. ME. né:za, 
which is, however, unaccounted for. 


nopal nou pol Amer. species of cactus. 
XVII. —(F.-) Sp. nopal- Mex. nopalli 


cactus. 


nor n3J negative disjunctive particle. XIV. 
contr. of tnother (f. NE), as or is of Tother, 
Touther, and Tewher of whether. 


norimon no rimon litter, palanquin. XVII. 
- Jap. norimono, f. nori ride 4- mono thing. 


norm noóim model, pattern. xix (Coleridge). 
— L. norma carpenter's square, pattern, rule, 
whence also (O)F. zorme (adopted in Eng. 
XVII), It. norma. So no-rmat! rectangular, 
perpendicular XVII; conforming to a stan- 
dard x1x (. school, after F. école normale 
1794) — F. normal or (of schools) L. normalis, 
whence also Sp. normal, It. normale. Hence 
no'rmalcy, norma:LiTy, no-rmaliZe, XIx. 


Norman n5-1men pl. -mans native of Nor- 
mandy XIH (La5.) ; adj. xvi (N. English XVI, 
N. French xvii; (archit.) xvu). orig. in pl. 
-~(O)F. Normans, -anz, pl. of Normant 
(mod. -mand)- ON. Nordmadr, pl. -menn, 
which was adopted as OE. Norpmann, pl. 
-menn, *Norman, pl. Normen, OHG. Nord- 
man (Du. Noorman, G. Normanne); see 
NORTH, MAN. @ The Scand. word is repr. 
in mod. times (from xvii) by Northman. 


norn ndin female fate in Scand. myth. 
xvu (Percy). —- ON. norn, of unkn. origin. 
Latinized no:rna xix. 


Norn n5in Norwegian. xvir. ~ ON. Nor- 
yeenn adj., Norreenna sb. (whence early ME. 
TANorren), for *Norüramnn, f. norðr NORTH. 


Norroy noroi third King of Arms, whose 
jurisdiction lies north of the Trent. xv (-ey). 
— AN. *norroi, f. (O)F. nord NORTH + roi 
king (cf. ROYAL). 


Norse nis (hist.) Norwegian xvi (Hakluyt) ; 
sb. and adj. the Norwegian tongue xvi (Old 
N., the language of Norway and its colonies 
to the r4th century). — Du. noorsch, var. of 
noordsch, f. noord NORTH + -sch -IsH!; cf. 
OFris. nor(d)sch, MLG. norrisch, MSw. 
norsker. 


north ndip pert. to the quarter most remote 
from the noonday sun. OE. norpb = OF ris. 
north, noerd, OS. nord (Du. noord), OHG, 
nord (G. nord), ON. norór; CGerm. (exc. 
Gothic), of unkn. origin, the source of (O)F. 
nord, Sp., It. norte. So Tno rthbEN!. xit. 
no:rtherLy. xvi. northern OE.; hence 
no-rthernrzR! xix. no: rthernritvy. xvi. 
no:rthiuG!. xvii (Sturmy). no:rthwanp. 
XII, no:rthwanps, OE. 


Northumbrian ndipa‘mbrien pert. to 
Northumbria, that part of England lying 
north of the Humber. xvir (Drayton). f. 
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NORWEGIAN 





TANorthumber pl. inhabitants of this, repr. 
OE. Norphymbre, f. norp north -- Humbre 
Humber ; see -IAN. 


Norwegian noiwlds;on pert. to, native of, 
Norway. xvi. f. medL. Norvegia —- ON. 
Norvegr (whence late OE. Norweg, mod. Nor- 
way), f. norðr NORTH + vegr WAY, (in place- 
names) region. @ Early synonyms were 
TNorenish (La3.), | Norgan (Trevisa), tT Nor- 
reis (La3.), NORN, t Norren (xu-xrim). 


nose nouz organ of smell. OE. nosu = 
OF ris. nose, MDu. nose, nuese (Du. neus). 
Like other names of parts of the body (cf. 
EAR!) of CIE. extent, but the relation of the 
several forms in obscure; cf. OE. nasu, 
OHG. nasa (G. nase), ON. nasar pl., nom. sg. 
n9$ (perh. secondary), L. nàrés pl. nostrils, 
nas(sjus nose, OS}. nosů (Russ. nos), Lith. 
nosis, Vedic (dual) nasd, Skr. nds (in some 
obl. cases); also early ME. nese = MLG., 
MDu. nese. Hence vb. perceive by smell 
XVI; poke about, pxy xvii. mo:seGAy. Xv 
(Lydg.); gay sb. in the sense ‘ornament’, 
‘play thing, toy’ (xIv to mod. dial.). nosey, 
nosy! nouzi sb. one having a large nose 
XVIII; adj. evil-smellng; (colloq.) inquisi- 
tive XIX. 


nosology noso:lod i classification of diseases. 
XVII. —-modL. nosologta, f. Gr. nosos disease ; 
see -LOGY. 


nostalgia nostæ'ldziə home-sickness. XVIII. 
— modL. nostalgia, £. Gr. nóstos return home 
- dlgos pain ; see -1IA!. 


nostoec no'stok genus of algae. xvir. In- 
vented by Paracelsus. @ ‘Nostoch under- 
standeth the nocturnall Pollution of some 
plethoriall and wanton Star, or rather excre- 
ment blown from the nostrills of some rheu- 
matick planet . . in consistence like a gelly’ 
(Chariton, tr. van Helmont’s ‘Paradoxes’, 
1650). 


Nostradamus  nostrodeimos seer. XVU 
(Dryden). Latinization of the name of 
Michel de Nostredame (‘Our Lady’), F. 
physician (1503-66), who published a book 
of prophecies in rhyme. 


nostril nostril either of the two outer 
openings of the nose. OE. nospyrl, nosterl 
(= OFris. nosterl), f. nosu NOSE Pyr(e)l 
hole :- *puryil f. þurh THROUGH. @ For 
the development of sp to st cf. LEST, séeoldes- 
tu for séeoldes pu. 


nostrura no'strom medicine or medicament 
the composition of which is not made public ; 
‘patent remedy. XVIIL L., n. of noster our 
(see us); from the label nostrum ‘of our own 
make’ formerly attached to such medicines. 


not not adv. of negation. xiv (Rolle). Re- 
duced form of noht, no3t, NOUGHT. €| From 
XIV to XVI the parallel zat (reduction of 
NAUGHT) was current. 


NOTION 





notable nou‘tabl worthy ofnote xtv (Rolle); 
Tconspicuous, noticeable xv1; energetic 
xvn ;— (O)F. notable — Sp. notable, It. nota- 
bile - L.. notàbilis, f. notáre; see NOTE, -ABLE. 
The pronunce. no:tobl is given by XVII 
orthoepists, and is retained by later lexico- 
graphers as proper to the sense ‘capable, 
managing’ (xvi, later dial.); sb. xv (Cax- 
ton). Q As sb. pl. (xv1) prominent men of the 
estates of France liable to be summoned 
by the King. So notabiliry noutabrliti. 
xiv. -(O)F. 


notary  noutori  Tclerk, secretary; one 

authorized to draw up deeds. xiv. -L. 
notüárius shorthand-writer, clerk, f. mota 
NOTE; see -ARY. 'lhe Sc. form was notar 
(xv). ~ F. notaire. 


notch nətf V-shaped indentation. xvI. 
— AN. noche (xiv), perh. £f. *nocher (rel. to 
anoccer add a notch to); cf. L. inoccare har- 
row in (which may have been used transf. 
for making a score or notch) and rare ME. 
oche vb. (‘Morte Arthure’), OF. oche, osche 
(mod. Aoche), f. o(s)chier (hocher) — Pr. oscar 
nick, notch. 


note nout sign denoting a musical sound ; 
musical sound of a certain pitch; tmelody, 
tune ; call of a bird xrit ; mark, sign, character 
XIV; abstract, brief record or statement Xv; 
annotation, comment ; short letter; distinc- 
tion; notice, regard XVI; written promise to 
pay xvir. —(O)F. note = Sp., It. nota - L. 
nota mark, sign, written character, shorthand 
sign, note of music, memorandum, critical 
remark, brand, quality, character. So note 
vb. observe, indicate xit ; mark xv. — (O)F. 
noter — L.. notàre, f. the sb. nota-TION Tex- 
planation of a term ; Tannotation XVI ; repre- 
sentation by signs XVIII. — L. or (O)F. 


nothing na‘pin not any thing. OK. nan 
ping, ME. nd ping, later nO ping; see NO?, 
THING, and cf. NoucHT. Hence nothing- 
A'RIAN. XVIII (first in N. America). no:thing- 
NESS. XVII (Donne). 


notice noutis (formal) intimation xv ; heed, 
cognizance XVI; fnotion, idea xvil; brief 
mention in review xix. ~ (O)F. notice = Sp. 
noticia, Yt. notizia — L. nótitia being known, 
acquaintance, knowledge, notion, f. nótus 
known (see KNOW). Hence nortice vb. 
Tnotify xv ; mention, refer to XVII; observe, 
remark xvitl. @ Not in gen. use before mid- 
XVIII; referred to, along with narrate, as a 
Scotticism by Beattie, 1787, and as recently 
current in America by Franklin in 1789. 


notify nowtifai fobserve; give notice of. 
xiv (Ch.). -(O)F. notifier -— L. nótificare, f. 
nótus known ; see prec. and -Fy. So no:ti- 
FICATION. XIV (Ch.). 


notion nou'fon concept, idea. XVI. =- L. 
nõtið(n-) becoming acquainted, examina- 
tion, conception, idea (Cicero, rendering 
Gr. évvora, npóàņjis), f. nõt-, pp. stem of 
(g)ndscere KNOW; see -TION. So F. (xvir). 
no‘tionaL!. xvi. — F. or medL. 
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NOTO- 


NOZZLE 





noto- nou:tou comb. form of Gr. nótos -on 
back. 


notorious nót5'rios well or generally known; 
noted for some bad quality. xvi. -medL. 
nótórius (cf. late L. notoria notice, news, 
nótórium information, indictment), f. notus 
known, pp. of (g)ndscere; see NOTION, 
-ORIOUS. Earlier Tzotoire xv — (O)F. notoire; 
Tnotory xiv, notour Sc. (surviving in n, bank- 
rupt) xv ~ F. with change of suffix (cf. Du. 
notoor). 


notwithstanding notwidste'ndin in tkis n., 
n. this, etc. in spite of this XIV; adv. never- 
theless xv; conj. although xv. f. NOT--prp. 
of WITHSTAND ; after (O)F. nonobstant, NON- 
OBSTANTE, orig. in absol. phr., e.g. ce non- 
obstant, hóc nón obstante this not standing in 
the way, hence with a clause as regimen 
(passing into conj.) or without regimen 
(passing into adv.): F. nonobstant que, AN. 
nient contrestant que. 


nougat nürga sweetmeat made of sugar and 
almonds, XIX. — F. nougat- Pr. nogat, f. 
noga nut (:- Rom. *zuca, for L. nuce-, nux 
NUT) 4--at :—- L.. -átum -ATE!. 


nought nót nothing OE.; adv. (dial.) in no 
degree; not OE.; fadj. bad, good for no- 
thing xiv. OE. nowtht, f. NkE+ dwitht OUGHT, 
var. of @wiht AuGHT. Cf. NAUGHT, NOT. 
«| Parallel formations in Germ. are OS. neo-, 
niowiht, OHG. niwiht (G. nicht); OF ris. 
náwet, nàut, MDu. niewet (Du. niet), MHG. 
niewet: OHG. niwiht (cf. OE. ne. . wiht, 
Goth. ni waihis). 


noumenon nau:monon (metaph.) object of 
purely intellectual intuition. xvii. =G. 
noumenon (Kant) — Gr. nooúmenon, n. of prp. 
pass. of noefn apprehend, conceive (cf. Novus). 


noun naun (gram.) name of a person or 
thing. xiv (Trevisa). -AN. noun = OF. 
nun, num (mod. nom) :- L. nómen NAME. 


nourish na‘rif tbring up, nurture; foster 
(fig.); Tsuckle, nurse xii; sustain with pro- 
per nutriment XIV. -— OF. noriss-, length- 
ened stem (see -18H?) of norir (mod. nourrir) 
— Pr. noirir, Cat., OSp. nodrir :- L. nutrire 
feed, foster, cherish ; see NUTRIMENT. Hence 
nou-rishMENT. XV; repl. earlier Tztour?TURE 
xiv (Ch.) — OF. noureture (mod. nourri-). 


nous naus (Gr. philos.) mind, intellect xvr1 ; 

(colloq.) intelligence, gumption XVIII (some- 
times printed in Gr. letters voids, as in 
Byron’s ‘Don Juan’ 11 cexxx). - Gr. motis, 
contr. form of ndos mind (cf. NOETIC). 


Novatian nouvei[an pert. to, member of, 
arigorist Christian sect founded by a Roman 
presbyter Novatianus (111). xv (Pecock). 


novel no:v(o) A. tnovelty; tpl. news xv; 
B. short story of Boccaccio’s ‘Decameron’, 
etc. XVI ; fictitious prose narrative xvi1 (Mil- 
ton; ‘a kind of abbreviation of a romance’, 
Chesterfield). In A — OF. novelle (mod. nou- 
velle) = It. novella :- L. novella, n. pl. (con- 


strued as sing.) of novellus (esp. in agricul- 
tural use), f. novus NEW ; in B directly = It. 
novella, orig. fem. (sc. storia story) of novello 
new -- OF. novel (mod. nouveau), whence 
nov'el adj. xv. Hence no-velist tinno- 
vator XVI; tnewsmonger; writer of novels 


XVIII; cf. F. nouvelliste, It. novellista, 
Sp. novelista. no'velrYy. xIV. =- OF. novelte 
(mod. nouveauté). 


November nouve'mbər 11th (formerly gth) 
month of the year. xuI. ~(O)F. novembre 
— L. November, also Novembris (sc. mensis 
month), f. novem NINE; cf. DECEMBER, etc. 


novena nouvi'nə nine days’ devotion. XIX. 
-~ medL. novéna, f. novem NINE, after L. 
novénárius of nine days. 


novercal nouvd‘ikol stepmotherly. Xvi. 
— L. movercális, f. noverca stepmother, f. 
novus NEW; see -AL!. 


novice no'vis probationer in a religious 
community XIV; inexperienced person XV. 
~(O)F. novice m. and fem. — Sp. novicto, 
-icia, It. novizio, -izia — L. novicius, -icia, f. 
novus NEW; see -ITIOUS!. So noviciaTE! 
nouvi[iot. xvi. —F. noviciat or medL. 
noviciátus. 


now nau adv. at the present time; conj. 
since, seeing that. OE. ni = OS. ni (Du. 
nu), OHG. nii (G. nun, with advb. n added), 
ON., Goth. zii; CIE. adv. of time, repr. also 
by L. num, nunc, Gr. nu, nun, niin, niini, Olr. 
nu-, no- verbal prefix of the present, OSI. 
nyné, Lith. nù, nūnai, Skr. nü, nūnám, Hittite 
nu. Hence nowaday(s) nau odei(z) at the 
present time. xIv; + ME. aday(s), resulting 
from the blending of OE. o» dae and genit. 
dzges ; see -s. 


nowel noue'l cry of joy used in celebrating 
Christmas, retained in carols. xiv. — OF. 
nouel, noel (mod. noél), obscure var. of nael, 
neel = Pr. nadal, Sp. natal, It. natale :- L. 
nátális (sc. diés day) NATAL. 


nowhere nou:«eo21 in no place. OE. »nàhvwzr, 
later nOhwér, f. nd NO*+hw#r WHERE. So 
nO'WHLITHER. OE. nà-, noólnuwider. 


noxious noa-kfas injurious, harmful. xvii. 
f. L. noxius, f. noxa hurt, damage, rel. to nex 
slaughter (cf. INTERNECINE, PERNICIOUS), 
nocére injure (cf. INNOCENT) ; see -IOUS. 


noyade nwa:jád execution by drowning. XIX. 
F., f. noyer to drown :- L. necáre kill with- 
out a weapon, (later) drown, f. nec-, nex 
slaughter (cf. prec.) ; see -ADE. 


noyau nwa‘jou liqueur made from brandy 
flavoured with kernels. xvin. F., earlier 
notel kernel :— Rom. *nucdle, sb. use of n. of 
late L. nucális, f. nuc-, nux NUT. 


nozzle na-zl candle-socket; small spout 
or mouthpiece. XVII. Early forms nosle, 
nos(s)el; if f. NOSEd--LE!, a much earlier 
existence must be presumed. 
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NUANCE 





nuance nirás shade of feeling, meaning, etc. 
xvir (H. Walpole); shade of colour xIx. F. 
(Cotgr.), f. nuer show variations of shades 
of colour like clouds, f. nue cloud :- popL. 
*nübe, L. nübés; see -ANCE. 


nub nab thusk of silk xv1; knob, lump xvi11; 
(U.S.) gist XIX. var. of KNUB. 


nubile njibail (of women) marriageable. 
xvi. — L. nübilis, £. nübere take a husband 
(cf. CONNUBIAL, NUPTIAL, NYMPH); see -ILE. 


nucha njü'ko (anat.) tspinal cord; nape of 

the neck. xiv. medL. ~ Arab. nukha‘ spinal 
marrow. (F. nuque, Tnuche were repr. in 
Eng. by tnuke, Tnuche xvi-xvnu.) Hence 
nwchar!. xix. 


nucleus njü:klios more condensed portion 
of the head of a comet; central part, kernel. 
XVIII. ~= L. nucleus nut, kernel, inner part, 
var. of nuculeus, f. nucula small nut, dim. 
(see -ULE) of nuc-, nux NUT. Hence nu:clean. 
XIX. 


nude njüd (leg. not formally attested; 
Tbare, mere xvi ; naked, unclothed xvi: (rare 
before xix, except as sb. nudes, the nude XVIII, 
after F. nu) =L. nūdus s— *now(e)dos, 
*nogwedos NAKED. Sonu'diry, xvir(Cotgr., 
Evelyn). -(O)F. orlate L. nu:disr. xx. 


nudge nadz push gently with the elbow. 
XVII. Of unkn. origin ; perh. in much earlier 
use and rel. ult. to Norw. dial. nugga, nyggja 
push, rub. 


nugatory njū'gətəri worthless, useless. XVII. 
— L. nugatérius, f. pp. stem of nūgārī trifle, 
f. nügæ jests, trifles ; see -ORY?, 


nugget na'git lump, orig. of native gold. 
XIX. perh. dim. of s.w. dial. nug lump, block, 
unshapen mass, of unkn. origin; see -ET. 


nuisance njū'səns injury, harm xv (Hoc- 
cleve; now coloured by other senses); in- 
jurious or obnoxious thing xv; source of 
annoyance XIX. — OF. (now arch.) nuisance 
hurt, f. nuis-, stem of nuire injure :- L.. 
nocére (cf, INNOCENT, NOXIOUS); see -ANCE. 


null nal not valid (n. and void) xv1 ; insigni- 
ficant; non-existent xviir. — (OJF. zul, fem. 
nulle, or L. niillus, -a no, none, f. ne NE+ 
üllus any, f. nus ONE. So nu'lliry make 
null. xvi. — late L. nullificdre despise (‘Ter- 
tullian, tr. Gr. éfoufevetv). nullifica TION. 
1798 (Jefferson). nu-lliry. xvi. =F. or 
medL. 


nullah na4lo (in India) river, river-bed, 
ravine. XVIII. — Hindi nald brook, rivulet, 
ravine. 


numb nam deprived of feeling. xv (‘nomyn, 
or take wythe pe palsye, paraliticus’, Promp. 
Parv.). Late ME. nome(n), pp. of NIM take, 
seize. Hence vb. xvu. @ For the parasitic 
b cf. THUMB. 


number n4:mboi sum of individuals or 


NUNATAK 





units; full tale or count Xili; multitude, 
aggregate; aspect or property of things as 
units; symbol of arithmetical value xiv; 
(pl.) groups of musical notes, melody; 
metrical periods, verses XVI. ME. noumbre, 
nombre, numbre — AN. numbre, (O)E. nombre 
= Pr., Cat. nombre, It. novero, Rum., număr 
£L. numeru-s, perh. rel. to Gr. némein dis- 
tribute (see NIM). The F. word was adopted 
in Du. nommer, G., etc. nummer. Sonu:mber 
vb, xm. —(O)F. nombrer :- L. numerdre. 


numbles na‘mblz inward parts of an animal 
as used for food. xiv. - OF. mumbles, 
nombles pl., corr. to It. dial. lómbolo, nómbolo, 


mombol, ombul:- L. lumbulu-s, dim. of 
lumbus; see LOIN and cf. HUMBLE-PIE, 
UMBLES. 


numen njü'men divinity. xvit. — L. nümen 
divine will, divinity, rel. to -nuere nod (only 
in comps.), Gr. netiein nod, incline the head, 
Bkr. návate moves. So nu'minous. XVII. 
f. L. nümin-, nümen. 


numeral njü:morol adj. pert. to number ; 
sb. figure denoting a number. xvi. ~ iate L. 
numeralis (Priscian), f. numerus NUMBER ; see 
-AL', So numera TION numbering. Xv. 
— L. nu: meraTon (arith.). xvi. = F. numé- 
rateur or late L. numericar njume-:rikol. 
XVII. f. modL. mumericus. numerous 
plentiful, copious, many ; measured, rhyth- 
mical. xvi. — L. numerósus (in both senses). 


numismatic njūmizmæ'tik pert. to coins 
or coinage. XVII. — F. numismatique, f. L. 
numismat-, numisma, var. (infl. by nummus 
coin) of nomisma — Gr. nómisma current coin, 
f. nomízein have in use, f. nómos use, custom, 
rel. to némein hold, possess; see NIM, -ISM, 
-ATIC. 


nummary na‘mori pert. to money or 
coinage. XVII. -L. nummdadrius, f. nummus 
coin; see -ARY. 


nummulite na4:mjulait (geol) coin-shaped 
fossil of a foraminiferous cephalopod. xix. 
f. L. nummulus, dim. of nummus coin ; see 
prec. and -ITE. 


numnah n^4:mno saddle-cloth. xix. var. 
of numdah — Urdu namda, f. Pers. namad 
carpet, rug. 


numskull n4:mskAl blockhead, dolt (Swift) ; 
pate, noddle (Prior). xviii. f. NUMB--SKULL. 


nun nan woman vowed to the religious life. 
OE. nunne = OHG. nunna (MHG., G. dial. 
nunne), ON. nunna, beside ME. nonne (partly 
- OF. nonne) = MDu. nonne (Du. non), G. 
nonne — ecclL. nonna, fem. of nonnus monk, 
orig. titles given to elderly persons, whence 
It. nonno, nonna grandfather, -mother. 
nu:nnERY convent for nuns. x1 (La3.). - 
AN. *nonnerie. 


nunatak nu:notek peak or rock in Green- 
land. xrx. Eskimo. 
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NUNC DIMITTIS 


Nunc dimittis nank dimi'tis title of canti- 
cle beginning in the Vulg. ‘Nune dimittis 
servum tuum. .’, Now lettest thou thy ser- 
vant depart . . (Song of Simeon, Luke ii 29- 
32) XV1; transf. permission to depart, depar- 
ture XVII. 


nuncheon na‘nfan (dial.) refreshment orig. 
taken in the afternoon. xiv. ME. non(e) 
shench (till xvir usu. with final s), f. non NOON 
--shench draught, cup (OE. séené, rel. to 
séenéan :- Germ. *skaphkjan give to drink). 


nuncio na‘nfiou permanent representative 
of the Roman See at a foreign court XVI; 
member of the Polish Diet xvi. = It. 
Tnuncio, Tnuntio (mod. nunzio) — Sp., Pg. 
nuncio = L. nuntius messenger. Also angli- 
cized (or = F. nonce) nunce (XVI-XYII). 





nuncupative na'nkjupeitiv -ətiv (leg.) 
oral, not written (as a will. xvr. — late L. 
nüncupátious, f. pp. of L. nüncupáre name, 
designate, declare, f. *wónmüceps or *-capos 
*name-taking', f. nomen NAME-E-ecapere take 
(see HEAVE) ; see -ATIVE. 


nunky na:pki f. (colloq.) nuncle, f. UNCLE 
with z- transferred from syn (MY) 4- - v8. 


nunnation naner[on addition of final n in 
the declension of Arabic nouns XVI; addi- 
tion of inorganic n in Middle English forms 
XIX. = modL. nunnatid(n-), f. Arab. nün 
name of the letter 2; see -ATION. 


nuptial na:p[ol pert. to marriage xv; sb., 
usu. pl. marriage, wedding. xvi. — F. nuptial 
or L. nuptiális, f. nupti2 wedding, f. nupt-, 
pp. stem of nubere; see NUBILE, -IAL. 


nurse nàIs person emploved to tend chil- 
dren, the sick, etc. xvi. Reduced form of 
tnorice tn(o)urice (XI11-XVHI) — OF. nourice 
(mod. -rr-) i= late L. nütricia, sb. use of fem. 
of L. nütricius, £. nütrīre NOURISH. So nurse 
vb. xvr; alt. of Taurish, Tuorsh NounIsH, by 
assim. to the above sb. nu'rseRY Tupbring- 
ing of children; apartment for nurse and 
children ; ground, etc. for young plants. XVI. 


nurture néd-itfazr tupbringing; tnourish- 
ment XIV; fostering care XVII. = OF. nour- 
ture, contr. of noureture (mod. nourriture), f. 
nourrir NOURISH, after late L. nütritüra; see 
-URE. Hence vb. xv (Lydg.). 


nut nat fruit consisting of a shell enclosing 
a kernel. OE. Anutu == MLG. note, MDu. 
note, neute (Du. noot, neut), OHG. (A)nuz (G. 
1uss), ON. hnot :- Germ. *xynut- ; cf, Ofr. 
enti, W. cneuen (pl. cnau). A word appearing 
only in WIE.; cf. L. nuc-, nux, in which *kn- 
is reduced to z, but which has an extension 
in -k-, whereas the Germ. langs. have -#-. 


nutation njüteríon nodding xvi; oscilla- 
tion of the earth’s axis xvill. — L. nüūtātið(n-), 
f. nütát-, nütàre nod, f. base of -nuere nod; 
See NUMEN, -ATION. 


nuthatch na'thætf small creeping bird 
(family Sittidae). xiv. ME. mnotehache, with 


NYMPH 


later vars. in -hak, -hagge, which suggest 
deriv. from NUT and wack!, thag, HATCH?, 
with allusion to the bird’s habit of cracking 
nuts. 


nutmeg na‘tmeg hard aromatic seed of 
Myristica fragrans or officinalis. XIII/XIV. 
ME. nute-, notemug(g)e, later notmyg (XV), 
note-, nutmeg (Xvi), partial tr. of AN. *nois 
mugue, for OF. nozs mug(u)ede (also musguete ; 
now notx muscade) = Pr. notg muscada, Sp. 
nuez moscada, It. noce moscata := Rom. *nuce 
muscata ‘musk-smelling nut’ (L. nux NUT, 
muscus MUSK). Cf. AL. nux mogata, mu(s)- 
gata; MDu. note muscate (Du. muskaatnoot), 
MHG. muscat, etc. 


nutriment njü:triment food, nourishment. 

-L. nütrimentum, f. nütrire nourish, rel. to 
Skr. snauti drips, trickles (said e.g. of a 
mother's milk): see -MENt*. So nutrr TION. 
XVI;so F. nutri: TiOUs. XVI. — L. nütritius, 
-icius, f. nütric-, nütrix NURSE. nu' tritivE. 
XV. —- F.- medL. 


nux vornica naAks vo-miko seed of an East 
Indian tree from which strvchnine is ob- 
tained. xvi. medl., i.e. nux NUT and fem. 
of vomicus, f. L. vomere VOMIT. 


nuzzer na'zər present from an inferior to 
a superior. XVIII. Urdu — Arab. nazr gift, 
f. nazara he vowed. 


nuzzle na'z! tgrovel xv; burrow or push 
with the nose xvr; nestle xvri. perh. orig. 
back-formation on tnoseling with the NOSE to 
the ground (see -LING?), but perh. infi. later 
by Du. neuzelen poke with the NOSE, f. nens ; 
see -LE?. @ The identical nuzsle faccustom 
(a dog or hawk) to attack other animals, 
train, nurse, cherish (xvr), may have the 
same origin, but the connexion of sense is 
not obvious. 


nyctalopia  niktolou:pio night-blindness. 
xvii. —late L., f. Gr. nuktdlóps, f. nukt-, 
nux NIGHT+ alads blind+ Ops EYE. 


mye nai (arch.) nest or brood (of pheasants). 
xv. —OF. mi (mod. nid) = Pr., Cat. niu, 
Sp., It. nido = L. nīdu-s NEST. @ Nide 
(XVII) and nid (x1x) have also been used. 


nylghau ni‘lgd large Indian antelope. xvii. 
— Hind. - Pers. nilgdw, f. nil blue (cf. ANI- 
LINE) J-gà:0 COW! ; cf. F. nilgaut (xvi1); the 
Hindi form nilgàái is repr. by ni'lgai. xix. 


nylon nailon proprietary name of a strong 
plastic material used for yarn, bristles, etc. 
XX. 


nymph nimf (myth.) semi-divine female 
being xiv (Ch., Gower); young beautiful 
woman; pupa xvi. ~OF. nimphe (mod. 
nymphe) = L. nympha — Gr. mímphé bride, 
nymph, rel. to L. nūbere take in marriage (cf. 
NUBILE). Gr.- L. comb. form nympho-, 
as in ny-mpholepsy, nymphoma:nia XVIII. 
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O 


0,0” ə (mostly arch. or dial.) reduced form 
of (i) on, in ME. varying with a (cf. A-") XII; 
(1) orF (cf. A-?), surviving sparsely in gen. 
use, e.g. o'clock, oclock, cat-o! -mne-tails, 
man-o’-war, will-o’-the-wisp, John o Groats. 


O ou int. standing before a vocative or intro- 
ducing a wish or an asseveration. XII. 
—- (O)F. o - L. 6; cf. Gr. 06,0, Goth., OHG. ð. 
«| OE. had in this use /à ro, éa Id. 


-O ou, an addition to a word, or first part of 
a word, forming a colloq. or sl. expression 
or a familiar or joc. equiv., as like billy-o, lie 
doggo, ammo (for ammunition), beano (for 
bean-feast); sometimes, the last syll. of an 
abbrev. form, as compo|sition, hippo|potamus, 
photo| graph; in cheer(t)o, right(y)o, -ho, perh. 
the int. O, or after hallo. 


-0- stem- or connective vowel originating in 
the -o- of Gr. comb. forms (often having 
advb. force), e.g. (from Gr.) acro-, aero-, 
cyclo-, geo-, hydro-, logo-, philo-, politico-, 
pseudo-, xeno-, and (on L. bases) oleo-, 
vadio-, serio- ; a special class is that of comp. 
proper names, as Anglo-Saxon, Balto-Slavic, 
Finno-Ugrian, Greco-Latin, Sino-Japanese. 
It appears regularly before -CRACY, -GRAPHY, 
-LOGY, -METER, and so forms stable suffixes 
with them, e.g. mobocracy, sexology, socio- 
logy, foolometer. 


oaf ouf half-wit, dolt. xvii (oph, oaf). Vary- 
ing at first with ouph (Sh. 1st Folio) and aufe, 
aulfe, the earliest sense of which was ‘elf’, 
‘goblin’ - ON. difr; see ELF. 


oak ouk forest tree bearing the acorn, 
Quercus. OE. Gc (pl. &c) — OFris., MLG. 
&k (Du. eik), OHG. eih (G. eiche), ON. eik 
m= CGerm. (exc. Gothic) *azks (cons.-stem) ; 
ulterior connexions unkn. (but L. zseulus, 
Gr. aigílóps have been compared); there is 
no CIE. word for the tree. Q OE. đe sur- 
vives in various shapes in place-names, e.g. 
Acton, Agden, Eagle, Oakley, Noke (æt 
p&m dcum), Knockholt; Braddock, Hodsock, 
Matlock; OE. d. sg. é in Each, Cressage, 
Radnage. Hence oa:kEN?. xiv; cf. OFris., 
MLG., MDu. éken; OHG. eichén (G. 


eichen), 


oakum oukom ttow OE.; fibre obtained 
by picking old rope xv. OE. dcumbe, 
ücum(b)a, var. of &cumbe, &cuma, corr. to 
OHQG. dchambi (MHG. dkambe, dkamp), f. 
&-, d- away, off-+ *camb-, stem of camb and 
cemban COMB; the etymol. meaning is ‘off- 
combing’. 


oar oor wooden lever to propel a boat. OE. 
adr = ON. dár (Sw. dr, Da. aare) ~~ Germ. 
*airō (whence Finn. airo, Lett. airis, Lith. 
vairas); a word of the North Sea, but perh. 
ult. rel. to Gr. eretmds oar, erétés rower, 
eréssein row, tri|érés TRIREME. Hence oar- 
lock OE. drloc; see ROWLOCK. 


oasis oussis, ouersis fertile spot in a desert. 
xvii (Purchas). -]late L. oasis- Gr. óasis 
(Herodotus), presumably of Egyptian origin ; 
cf. Coptic ouahe (whence Egyptian Arab. 
wah) dwelling-place, oasis, f. ou dwell. 
q Traditional Eng. usage favours the pro- 
nunc. od'sis ; cf. G. and Sp. oasis, It. oa'si. 


oast oust kiln for drying malt, hops, lime. 
OE. ast -—- WFris. zest, MLG. ezst (Du. eest) 
t- Germ. *aistaz, for *aiptaz, f. IE. base 
*aidh-(*idh-, whence Skr. idhinds fuel) burn, 
repr. also by OE. dd, OHG. eit blazing pile, 
funeral pyre, L. edés (earlier aidis) hearth, 
house, xstus heat, estas summer, Gr. aithos 
heat, Oir. aedh heat. Q In the place-name 
Limehouse, the second el. conceals orig. ost. 


oat out (pl.) grains of the cereal Avena 
sativa. OE. äte, pl. tan, peculiar to Eng. 
and of unkn. origin. @ Other Germ. langs. 
have the word *yabron 1n OS. haboro, MDu. 
haver(e), OHG. habero (G. haber, hafer; cf. 
HAVERSACK), ON. hafri (whence dial. Eng. 
haver). Fence oa'tEN?. xv. 


oath oup solemn appeal to God as a witness 
OE.; trivial use of sacred names xir. OE. 
ap = OF ris. éth, éd, OS. éth (Du. eed), 
(O)HG. eid, ON. eiór, Goth. aips :- CGerm. 
*aibaz :-— *oitos (Olr. oetA). 


ob- ob, ob comb. form of L. ob towards, 
against, in the way (of), with vars. OC-, OF-, 
OP-, occas. o- (as 1n OMIT); mostly in words 
already existing in L. ; in mod. scientific L. 
(hence in Eng. adoptions) in the sense ‘in- 
versely’, ‘in the opposite direction’, virtually 
repr. modL. obversé obversely, e.g. obovate 
ovate with the wider end presented. 


obbligato obligd:tou (mus.) a part essential 
to the effect of a composition )( ad libitum. 
XVI. It., sb. use of pp. of obbligare OBLIGE. 


obdurate o: bdjürot hardened or stubborn 

in resistance. xV. -L. obdürüátus, pp. of 
obdüràre, f. ob oB- -- düráre harden; see 
DURATION, -ATE*, 


obeah oubio, obi oubi charm, fetish; 
negro witchcraft. xvitr. W. African (cf. Efik 
ubio thing put in the ground to cause sick- 
ness or death). 


obedient Sbi-dient that obeys. x1 (Ancr. 
R.). -—OF. obédient-L. obedient-, -éns, 
prp. of obédire OBEY ; see ~ENT. So obe-di- 
ENCE. XII. -(O)F.-L. obedientianvy 
-enfari fone subject to obedience xvi; 
member of a religious body having an office 
under the superior xvill. - medL. 


obeisance oubersens tobedience; respect- 
ful salutation xrv (Ch.). ~ (O)F. obéissance, 
f. obéissant, prp. with lengthened stem (see 
-1SH?) of obéir OBEY. So obeiSANT. XIII 
(RGlouc.). - (O)F. obéissant. 
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OBELISK 


obelisk o:balisk tapering column of stone; 
any of the signs —, —, T. xvr. - L. obeliscus 
small spit, obelisk — Gr. obelfskos, dim. of 
obelós spit, pointed pillar. So obelus o'bilos 
(in second sense). xiv. late L. = Gr. 


obese oubi-s very fat. xvu. — L. obésus that 

has eaten himself fat, stout, plump, f. ob 
OB--+êsus, pp. of edere EAT. So obe'siTY. 
XVIIL. = F. or L. 


obey óbei comply with the bidding of. 
xII. ME. obeie - (O)F. obéir, corr. to Pr. 
obezir, It. ubbidire —- L. obédire, obcedire, f. ob 
OB--l--audire hear (see AUDIENCE). 


obfuscate o-bfaskeit darken, obscure. xvI. 
f. pp. stem of late L.. obfuscdre, f. ob og-4- 
fuscare darken, fuscus dark; see DUSK, -ATE®. 
Earlier Tobfusk xv (Caxton) — OF. obfus- 
quer; later toffuscate. XVII; see OF-. So 
obfusca-TION. xvi. -late L. Also Toffusca- 
tion. XVI. 


obit obit, ow bit tdeath, decease; fobse- 
quies; commemoration of the dead xiv. 
~ (O)F. obit, corr. to Sp., It. obito = L. obitus 
going down, setting, death, f. obit-, pp. stem 
of obire go down, perish, die (for mortem 
obire meet death), f. ob OB- + zre go (cf. EXIT). 


obiter o:bitox by the way. xvi. L., f. phr. 
ob iter ; cf. OB-, ITINERARY. 


obituary óbitjuori record or announce- 
ment of a death. XVII. — medL. obitudrius, 
f. obitus OBIT; see -ARY. Also o. notice. 


object ə'bdgzėkt (from classL.) tobjection, 
obstacle xiv (Wyclif); (from medL.) some- 
thing presented to the sight or observed xiv 
(lrevisa); (gram.) xvii. —- L. and medL. 
objectum (Duns Scotus), sb. use of the pp. of 
obicere throw towards, place in front of, f. 
ob oB--~+jacere throw (cf. ABJECT, INTERJECT, 
SUBJECT, etc.). So object vb. obdge-kt bring 
forward in opposition or as a charge xv; 
texhibit, expose xvi. f. object-, pp. stem of 
L. obicere or — L. objectáre (cf. F. objecter, 
Tobjet(t)er). obje:crioN. xiv (Wyclif, 'T're- 
visa). - OF. or late L.; hence obje-ction- 
ABLE XVIII (Cowper). objective tmaterial 
)( formal; pert. to an object of conscious- 
ness XVII; (gram.) xviii (Lowth); dealing 
with what is external to the mind (in later 
use esp. after G. objectiv) XIX. - medL. 
objectivus (Occam; cf. adv. objectivé in 
Duns Scotus); so F. objectif (in adv. objec- 
tivement XV). 


objurgate o‘bdzSigeit rebuke severely. 

XVII. f. pp. stem of L. objurgãre, f. ob op--+ 
Jurgäre quarrel, scold, f. jurgium quarrel, 
strife, f. *Jürig-, f. jur-, jus legal right (cf. 
JURY)-d-agere do, AcT; see -ATE?. So ob- 
jurga‘TION, obju:xrgatonv?. xvi. = L. 


oblate! o:bleit person devoted to a religious 
work. xix. — F. oblat - medL. obldtus, sb. 
use of pp. of offerre OFFER; see OBLATION, 
-ATE!, 


OBOL 


oblate? a-bleit (geom.) flattened at the 
poles. xvur. — modL. oblátus, f. ob oB-+ 
látus, as in L. prólátus PROLATE. 


oblation óbleirfon solemn offering. xv. 
— (O)F. oblation or late and ecclL. oblàtió(n-), 
f. oblat- (lát- :—- *tlát-, vel. to tollere, as in 
EXTOL) used as pp. stem of offerre OFFER; 
See -ATION. 


obley o-blei (hist.) Eucharistic wafer. ME. 
uble, ubly, oble, obly — OF. ublee, oubleie, oblie 
(mod. oublie):- ecclL. obláta, sb. use of 
fem. pp. of L. offerre (see prec.). 


oblige oblai:dg bind by oath xi11; make in- 
debted, confer a favour on ; pass. be bound 
to XVI; constrain XVIIL. — (OJF. obliger — L. 
obligáre bind around or up, bind by oath or 
other tie, pledge, impede, restrain, f. ob OB- 
+ligãre bind; see LIGATURE. The pronunc. 
obli-d5 (corr. to sp. obleege, from xvi) sur- 
vived till early xix. Hence obligzz!, obli- 
gor', xvi. So obliga-rioN. xim. -(O)F. 
= L. œbligatory. xv. — late L. 


oblique obli-k, (formerly) óblark having a 
slanting or sloping direction xv (before xvI 
only in Trevisa’s tr. of Higden’s ‘Poly- 
chronicon? in echoes of the L. text}; 
gram. (L. casus obliqui, oratio obliqua) 
repr. Gr. màdyios)}. xvi. - (O)F. oblique —- L. 
obliquus, f. ob on- + obscure el. So obliquity 
ebli-kwiti divergence from moral rectitude 
XV (Hoccleve); oblique direction xvi (Re- 
corde) - (O)F. - L. Hence obli-quitovs 
XIX; after iniquitous XVI. 


obliterate obli-tareit blot out (e.g. a letter). 
XVI. f. pp. stem of L. oblit(t)erdre strike out, 
erase, f. ob on- J- kt(t)era LETTER ; see -ATE?. 


oblivion »bli:vion forgetfulness x1v (Gower); 
state of being forgotten xv (Lydg.). - (O)F. 
oblivion — L. oblivio(n-), f. stem obliv- of 
oblivisci forget, f. ob oB-+ *liv-, of obscure 
origin. So obli-vious. xv; after L. obli- 
viósus. 
oblong o:blog elongated in one direction, 
spec. rectangular with adjacent sides un- 
equal. xv. = L. oblongus somewhat long, 
oblong, elliptical, f. ob oB-+ longus LONG. 


obloquy ə'bləkwi evil speaking against a 
person or thing. XV. ~ late L. obloquium con- 
tradiction, f. ob oB- -- loqui speak ; see Locu- 
TION, -Y?. @ The early sp. with -lig- (xv- 
XVI) may have been suggested by oblique. 


obnoxious dbnokfas A. fexposed to harm; 
subject to authority xvi; B. (by assoc. with 
Noxious) ‘thurtful, injurious; offensive, 
highly objectionable xvir. — L. obnoxiósus or 
f. obnoxius exposed to harm, subject, liable, 
f. ob oB- -- noxa hurt, injury; see -IOUS. 


oboe ou: bou, (rarely) ou: boi wooden 
double-reed wind instrument. xvin. - It. 
oboe (three syll.) — F. kautbois HAUTBOY. 


Oobol o:bol xvir Anglicization of obolus 
o'bolos coin of ancient Greece. xvi. L. - 
Gr. obolós, var. of obelós OBELISK. 
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OBREPTION 


obreption obre:pfan obtaining of some- 
thing by deceit. xvir. — F. obreption or L. 
obreptio(n-), f£. obrept-, obrepere creep up to, 
steal upon, f. ob OB- 4- repere creep; see 
REPTILE, -TION. 








obscene obsi-n offensive to the senses, etc. ; 
offensive to decency xvi. — F. obscéne or L. 
obscénus, obscsenus ill-omened, abominable, 
disgusting, indecent, orig. a term of augury. 
So obsceniry obse: niti. xvi. (- F.)- L. 


obscure obskjuo:i devoid of light XIV; re- 
mote from observation ; not manifest to the 
mind, hard to understand xv. —(O)F. ob- 
scur, latinized form of earlier oscur, escur = 
Pr., Cat. escur, OSp. escuro, It. scuro :-L. ob- 
scirus. So obscurity. xv. - (O)F.- L. 


obsecration obsikrer[on earnest entreaty. 
xiv. — L. obsecrátió(n-), f. obsecráre entreat, 
beseech (orig. by the name of the gods), f. 
ob for the sake of-4-sacràre hold SACRED ; see 
-ATION. 


obsequies o-bsikwiz funeral rites. xiv (Ch.). 
Formerly also sg. ~ AN. obsequie(s) = OF. 
obseque(s), osseque(s) (mod. obséques) — medL. 
obsequiz, prob. alt. of L. exsequia EXEQUIES, 
by assoc. with obsequium, dutiful service ; see 
next and -v*. 


obsequious obsikwios readily compliant 
XV; servilely compliant xvir. = L. obse- 
quiósus, f£. obsequium, f. obsequi comply with, 
f. ob oB--- sequi follow ; see SEQUENCE, -IOUS. 


Observe obz3'iv A. attend to in practice, 
keep to xIv (Gower, Ch.); celebrate, solem- 
nize XVI (Tindale); B. give heed to, watch 
xIv (Ch. ; rare before xvi); C. say by way of 
remark xvi: (Bacon). — (O)F. observer = L. 
observáre watch, attend to, guard, f. ob oB--+- 
servdre watch, keep. So obse:rvANCE. XIII 
(in sense ‘prescribed act or practice’), - 
(O)F. - L. obse:rvawr applied to Francis- 
cans of the Strict Observance XV; attentive 
to rule or law; taking notice xvrt. observa-- 
TION Tobservance xiv (Wycl. Bible) ; action 
of observing XVI. ~L. obse:rvatonYy! build- 
ing for making observations. xvii (the new 
Observatorie in Greenwich Park, Evelyn). 
F. observatoire, after conservatory. 


obsess dbse-s beset, as a besieging force. 
XVI (rare in XVIII, revived xix). f. obsess-, pp. 
stem of L. obsidére sit down before, f. ob OB- 
--sedére srr. So obse:sstoN jsiege xvi; 
being uen by an evil spirit or a fixed idea 
XVIIL. = L. 


obsidian əbsi'dion volcanic glass. xvir (o. 
stone). — erron. L. obsidiünus, in earliest 
printed editions of Pliny's *Natural History', 
for obsidnus (sc. lapis stone), so named from 
its resemblance to a stone found in Ethiopia 
by one Obsius; see -IAN. 


obsolete o-bsalit fallen into disuse xvr; 
worn out, effete, effaced; (biol.) indistinct, 
imperfectly developed xvii. = L. obsolētus 
grown old, wornout, pp. of *obsolere (repr. by 


OBVIATE 





inchoative obsolescere grow old, fall into dis- 
use), f. ob on- -- solere be accustomed or used. 
So obsolr:scENT xvii (J.), -ESCENCE XIX. 


obstacle o:bstokl something that stands in 
the way. xiv. —(O)F. obstacle (earlier 
ostacle) - L. obstáculum, f. (with suffix of 
instrument) obstare stand in the way, f. ob 
OB--+ Stare STAND ; See -CLE. 


obstetric dbste-trik pert. to a midwife or 
midwifery. xviir (Pope). — modL. obstetri- 
cus, for L. obstetrictus, f. obstetric-, -trix mid- 
wife, lit. ‘a woman who is present, i.e. to 
receive the child’, f. obstdre ; see prec., -TRIX. 
@ Cf. the prob. etymol. sense of midwife. 


obstinate o:bstinot pertinacious in adhering 
to one’s own course. XIV (R. Rolle). - L. 
obstindtus, pp. of obstindre persist, f. ob OB- 
--*stan- (cf. DESTINE); -ATE?, So o-bstin- 
ACY. XIV (Gower). 


obstreperous əbstre'pərəs clamorous, 
noisy XVi; unruly, turbulent xvi. f. L. 
obstreperus, f. obstrepere shout at, oppose 
noisily, f. ob OB--+strepere make a noise. 


obstruct obstrA-kt block the way of. xvu. 
f. obstruct-, pp. stem of L. obstruere build 
against, block up, f. ob OB-+ struere pile, 
build; see srRUCTURE. So obstru:crioN. 
xvt. (C E)-L. 


obtain obtern come into possession of XV 
(Lydg.); be prevalent xvii. Late ME. ob- 
teine, -tene repr. tonic stem of (O)F. obtenir 
— L. obtinére, f. ob oBp-+tenére hold (cf. 
CONTAIN). 


obtrude óbtrürd thrust forward. xvi. - L. 
obtrüdere (pp. obtrüsus), f. ob oB--- trüdere 
thrust (cf. THREAT). So obtrusioN. xvi. 
obtrusive. xvir (Milton). 


obtund əbta'nd blunt, deaden. xIv. = L. 
obtundere beat against, blunt, dull, f. ob OB- 
+tundere beat (cf. tudes hammer), rel. to 
STUNT. So obtuse obtjirs A. not sensitive 
or perceptive; B. greater than a right angle 
(quasi ‘blunted’ )(acute) ; (bot.) of a leaf, etc., 
rounded at the extremity. XvI. — L. obtüsus, 
pp. of obtundere. 


obturate obtjureit stop up. XVII. f. pp. 
stem of L. obturdre, f. ob oB-+ turdre close 
up ; see -ATE?. So o-bturaTor (anat.) mem- 
brane closing the thyroid foramen. XVIII. 
- medL. (cf. F. -ateur, Paré). 


obverse o:bvàis adj. opposite, (of a figure) 
narrower at the base or point of attachment 
than at the apex or top XIX ; sb. face of a coin, 
etc., (reverse xvii (Sir T. Browne; not com- 
mon till xix) ; counterpart xix. — L. obversus, 
pp. of obvertere turn towards, f. ob OB--+ 
vertere turn (see VERSE, -WARD). 


obviate o-bvieit meet and dispose of. xvz. 
f. pp. stem of late L. obvidre meet in the way, 
prevent, f. ob oB- 4- via way ; cf. (O)F. obvier; 
see -ATE*, So obvious flying in the way; 
plainly perceptible. xvii. f. L. obvius, f. 
obviam in the way. 
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OC- 


Oc- ək, ək assim. form of oB- before c. 


ocarina okorrno musical instrument having 
an egg-shaped body with a whistle-like 
mouthpiece. xiX. ~ It., dim. of oca goose 
(with ref. to its shape) = Pr. auca, OF. oue 
(dial. and mod. ote) += L. auca (:= *avica), 
f. avis bird (cf. AUSPICE)+ -ina -INE!. 


occasion okei;3on favourable juncture of 
circumstances; reason, ground, cause XIV 
(Wycl. Bible, Ch.); juncture calling for 
action, particular case or time of happening 
xvi. — (O)F. occasion or L. occasió(n-) junc- 
ture, opportunity, motive, reason, (later) 
cause, f. occás-, pp. stem of occidere go down, 
set, f. ob on---cadere fall; see CASE!, -1ON. 
Hence occa:sionaL' tcasual xvi; happen- 
ing on or limited to a particular occasion 
XVII; cf. late L. occásiónáliter as occasion 
arises, F. occasionnel (xviu). €«j L. occãsið, 
through OF. acheison, achoison, AN. *anchei- 
soun (= Pr. acaizó, Pg. (a)cajao, It. (ac)ca- 
gione :- Rom. *accásión-), was repr. in ME. 
by achesoun, anchesoun, encheasoun, aphetic 
chesoun. 


occident o:ksidont west. xiv (Ch., Gower). 
— (O)F. occident — L. occident-, -éns setting, 
sunset, west, sb. use of prp. of occidere go 
down, set; see prec., -ENT. So occide:ntar! 
western. XIv (Ch.). - (O)F. or L. 


occiput o'ksipat back of the head. =- L. 
occiput, -pit-, f. ob OC-+caput HEAD; cf. 
sinciput, comb. form occi:pito-. So occi- 
pital? əksi'pitəl. XVI. —- F. - medL. 


occlude okli-d shut or stop up. XVI. = L. 
occliidere, f. ob oc---claudere CLOSE. So 
occlusioN oklü:fon. xvir; occlu:sivE -siv 
(phonetics, ‘stop’). XIX. 


occult oka4:]t hidden, secret, recondite xvi; 
pert. to early sciences held to involve secret 
and mysterious knowledge xvir. — L. occul- 
tus, pp. of occulere, f. ob oc--+- *celere, f. TE. 
*kel- CONCEAL. So occulta:TION conceal- 
ment Xv ; (astron.) of one heavenly body by 
another xvi. —- F. or L., f. occultáre, frequent. 
of occulere. 


occupy o-kjipai ttake possession of; have 
in one’s possession; take up, use up; em- 
ploy, engage XIV (R. Rolle); Tlay out, invest 
xvi. ~ AN. *occupier, for (O)F. occuper — L. 
occupáre seize, f. ob- OC---cap- of capere 
(cf. RECUPERATE). Q The rarity of this vb. 
in xvii and most of xvin was due to its 
common sl. use in the sense 'have to do 
with sexually’ (cf. Sh., ‘2 Henry IV’ n iv 
161); its occurrence in the Bible of 1611 
(ten times) depends on earlier versions. So 
O'CCUPANT. XVI (Bacon). o:ccupiER'. XIV; 
in legal AN. occupiour. OCCUPA‘TION. XIV 
(Rolle). 


occur 9k3-1 tmeet with; present itself to the 
mind, in the course of events, etc. Xvi. = L. 
occurrere run to meet, present itself, befall, 
f. ob oc---currere run (see CURRENT). So 
Occu'rrENCE oka:rons that which occurs, 
event xviI (Sh. ; some early exx. may be for 


OCTAVE 


occurrents); superseded Toccu'rENT (xvi). 
- F. or L. 


ocean ou'fən Tproper name of the great 
outer sea surrounding the mass of land of 
the Eastern Hemisphere xt; any of the 
main regions into which the water of the 
globe is geographically divided xtv. ME. 
occean(e) — OF. occean, -ane (mod. océan) — 
Sp., It. oceano = L. óceanus —- Gr. ókeanós 
orig. the great river (póos 'Qieavoto, 'Qkeavós 
vorauós, Homer) encompassing the disc 
of the earth and personified as a god, son of 
Uranus (heaven) and Gaia (earth). In early 
use, down to c.1650, often o. sea, in ME. sea 
of (the) o., see occean, after OF. mer oceane, 
oceane mer (in which oceane is fem. adj.), L. 
mare oceanum. So oceanic oufiz-nik. XVII. 
—- medL. óceanicus ; so F. océanique. 


ocelot osilot leopard-like quadruped, Felis 
pardalis. xvii (Zhe Ocelot of Mr. Buffon, 
Goldsmith). -= F. ocelot, Buffon's shortening 
of Aztec tlalocelotl, f. tlalli field ocelotl tiger, 
jaguar, the abbrev. form being transferred 
from the jaguar to another feline beast. 


och ox excl. of surprise, etc., ah! oh! xvr. 
— Ir., Gael. och ; cf. OHONE. 


ochlocracy oklo:krosi mob-rule. xvi. - F. 
ochlocratie or modL. - Gr. okhlokratía, f. 
ókhlos crowd; see -CRACY. 


ochre ou koi native clayey earth of yellow- 

to-brown colour. xv. -(O)F. ocre-L. 
óchra (Pliny) - Gr. ókhrà, f. okhrós pale 
yellow, 6khros paleness (cf. Skr. vyldghrds 
tiger). So ochreovs owkrios. xvin. f. 
modL. óchreus. o:ch(e)rv! xvr. 


-ock oak suffix forming dims.; in OE. -oc, 
-uc, as in bealloc BALLOCK, bulluc BULLOCK, 
cranoc (dim. of cran CRANE), iassuc HASSOCK, 
meattuc MATTOCK, ruddoc redbreast, (dial.) 
ruddock. The number was extended in ME. 
and later, as in DUNNOCK, HILLOCK, PADDOCK, 
PUTTOCK, TUSSOCK; cf. also PARK, POLLACK. 
Special Sc. formations are bittock, lassock, 
and proper names such as Bessock, Famock. 


-ocracy o-kresi, -ocrat okret see -o- and 
-CRACY. 


o'clock oklo:k see o, ©’. 


ocrea okrio (nat. hist.) sheath or investing 
part. XiX. — L., ‘greave’, ‘legging’. 
octa- o'kto, oktze* comb. form of Gr. októ 
EIGHT, as in o:ctagon (xvir) / octahe:dron 
(xvi, Billingsley) eight-angled / eight-sided 
figure; see -GON, -HEDRON. 
octad o'kted group of eight. xix. - late L.. 
octad-, octas — Gr. oktds, f. okt EIGHT; see 
-ADİ 

octant o'ktont eighth part of a circle ; (spec. 
astron.) point 45° (i.e. 1 of 360°) distant from 
another. xvii, — L. octant-, -dns half quadrant 
(Vitruvius), f. octó EIGHT; cf. QUADRANT, 
SEXTANT. 

Octave o'ktiv (eccl.) formerly pl. (cf. UTAS), 
eighth day after a festival, period of eight 
days beginning with the festival xiv; (pros.) 
group of eight lines of verse xv1; (mus.) note 
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OCTILLION 


eight diatonic degrees above a given note 
(formerly called eighth) XVII; interval, or 
series of notes, between a note and its octave ; 
(fencing) in full o. parade XVIII; group of 
eight x1ix. — (O)F. octave, superseding semi- 
pop. oitieve, utave (see UTAS) — L. octáva (sc. 
diés day), fem. of octàvus eighth, f. octó EtGHT. 
The prosodical sense depends ult. on It. 
ottava (rima); the musical sense (medL. 
octdva, sc. vdx voice) was in MHG. xu, in 
F. xvi. So octavo oktervou size of the 
page of a book for which the sheets are so 
folded that each leaf is one-eighth of a full 
sheet XVII, earlier in o. XVI (cf. EF. in-octavo, 
Sp. en octavo, It. in ottavo) ‘in an eighth’; 
abl. of octdvus. octet, ~ette okte:t (mus.) 
composition for eight instruments or voices ; 
(pros.) group of eight lines. xrx. — It. ottetto, 
or its deriv. G. oktett; f. otto EIGHT, after 
duetto DUET. 


octillion see BILLION. 


Oocto- o'ktou before a vowel oct-, comb. 
form of L. oct EIGHT (cf. OCTA-), as in 
o:ctogena-RIAN (L. octógénárius) xix, octo- 
SY'LLABLE (late L. -bus) XVIU. 


October oktou: bor tenth (formerly eighth) 
month of the year. Late OE. october — L. 
octóber, -bris (with or without mensis month), 
f. octó EIGHT (cf. December, November, Sep- 
tember); ME. octobre - (O)F. octobre was 
superseded by the L. form. 


octopus o-ktapes cephalopod mollusc hav- 
ing eight 'arms'. xvin. -— modL. octópus 
— Gr. októpous (usu. oktápous ; cf. L. octipés), 
f. octó EIGHT -- poss FOOT. 


octoroon októrü:n person having $ negro 
blood. xix. f. L. octé EIGHT, after QUADROON. 


Ooctroi o-ktroi, loktrwa concession, grant 
Xvir; duty levied on articles on their ad- 
mission to a town XVII. F., f. octroyer grant 
(earlier ot(t)) = Pr. autrejar :- Gallo-Rom. 
*auctóricare, medL. auctórizáre AUTHORIZE. 


octuple oktjüpl eightfold. xvi. -F. 
octuple or L. octuplus, f. oct EIGHT -+ -plus, 
as in duplus DOUBLE. So qua-druple (late 
ME.), quintuple (xvi) se:ptuple, se-x- 
tuple xvii. 


ocular o'kjülor pert. to the eye or eyes. XVI. 
— F. oculaire — late L. oculáris, f. L. oculus 
EYE; see -AR. So o culisr. xvi. -F. 


od od (phys.) hypothetical force held by 
Baron von Reichenbach (1788-1869) to per- 
vade all nature. 1850. Of arbitrary forma- 
tion. Hence o-dic, o-dyl (Gr. hiilé material). 


Od, ’od od. xvi (Sh.). Clipped form of cop 
used to avoid the overt profanation of the 
sacred name, as in Ods-me, Ods my life, 
Odso, Odsbo-dikins (xvi-xvu11); var. forms of 
the genitive were ads, uds (xvir). Cf. od-rot, 
od-rat (xvn), which became DRAT. 


odal ou:dol land held in absolute ownership, 
as in Scand. countries. XIX. -ON. ddal 
(Norw., Sw. odal), corr. to OE. &pel, é&pel, 


ODOUR 


ópel, OS. ó0il, OHG. uodal, f. Germ. *op- 
*ab-, whence also OE. apele (cf. ATHELING), 
OHG. edili (G. edel) noble, OE. apelu, OS. 
adali, OHG. adal (G. adel) noble descent, 
ON. aðal native quality, nature. Cf. UDAL. 


odalisque ou'dəlisk female slave, concu- 
bine. Xvi. — F. odalisque — Turk. ódaliq, f. 
õdah chamber in a harem + -liq affix express- 
ing function. 


odd od that is one in addition to a pair, or 
remains after a division into pairs; that re- 
mains over and above a definite sum or 
round number xiv; (dial.) single, singular; 
tunique, distinguished; extraneous, addi- 
tional xv ; not ordinary or normal xvi. ME. 
odde — ON. odda-, comb. form (in oddamaó*r 
third (etc.) man who gives a casting vote, 
umpire, oddatala odd number) of odd? point, 
angle, third or odd number :- *ozdon, rel. 
to OE. ord point, spot, place, OFris., OS. 
ord point, beginning, origin, OHG. ort 
angle, point, place (G. ort place) += *ozdaz 
(with which cf. Gepid personal name Usdi- 
badus, and further Lith. usnis thistle, Alb. 
ust ear of corn) :- *uzdho- pointed upwards, 
f, *uz- up-+ *dho- place (see po'). Hence 
oddity xvitt, o-ddMeENT XVIII. 


odds odz first in phr. make o. even (XVI, 
Dunbar); perh. unequal things, (hence) 
difference, esp. in favour (Udall), dissension 
(esp. at o.), advantage conceded in wagering 
(Sh.); presumably subst. pl. of the adj., like 
NEWS. Also in phr. odds and ends (XVII), 
prob. of dial. origin, for earlier todd ends 
(xvr-vi1), in which end means ‘fragment’, 
as in candle end(s). 


ode oud poem of a lyric kind, often in the 
form of an address and dignified or exalted 
in style. xvi (Sh.). — F. ode, corr. to Sp., It. 
oda — late L. óda, ódé — Gr. óidé, Attic var. 
of aoidé song, lay, f. aeídein sing. 


-ode oud repr. Gr. -ódes, -ódes of the nature of, 
like, for -ogidés -o1D, whence modL. forma- 
tions in -oódzum, e.g. sarcódium SARCODE. 


odeum oudi:om theatre or hall for the per- 
formance of music. XVIIL. — F. odéum or L. 
ódéum — Gr. Gideion, f. oidé singing (see ODE). 


odious ou-dies hateful. xrv (Wycl., Ch.). 
— OF. odious, odieus (mod. odieux)- L. 
odiósus, f. odium (whence odium ou: diom 
xvii), rel. to ddi I hate. 


odometer see HODOMETER. 


odonto- oudo:xntou comb. form of Gr. 
od6én, odotis, odont- TOOTH. XIX. 


odour ou‘daz scent, smell. xur - AN. 
odour, OF. odor, odur (mod. odeur) -= L. 
odórem, nom, odor, rel. to Gr. odmé, osmé 
smeil (cf. OSMIUM), Ozein, perf. ódóda exhale 
a smell, dusódés, euddés ill-, good-smelling, 
Lith. zodziu, tosti scent out, Arm. hot smell, 
hototim I scent, and (with dial. 1) L. olere 
smell, stink (cf. REDOLENT), olfacere (see 
OLFACTORY). So odori-rerovus. xv (Lydg.). 
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ODYSSEY 


f. L. odórifer. o:dorous. xvi. f. L. oddrus ; 
formerly sometimes str. odo'rous. 


odyssey o'disi long adventurous journey. 
XIX. transf. use of the name of the Homeric 
poem (Odysee xvit — F. Odyssée) describing 
the ten years! wandering of Odysseus (in L. 
form, Ulysses). ~ L. Odysséa = Gr. Odusseia, 
f. Odusseiis. 


cecology see ECOLOGY. 


cecumenical, U.S. ecu- ikjume-nikal pert. 

to the universal church xvi; world-wide 
XVII. f. late L. «ccumenicus - Gr. otkou- 
menikós, f. hà oikouméné (sc. gé earth) the 
inhabited world, pp. fem. of otkein inhabit, 
f. ofkos house; see WICK}, -ICAL, and cf. 
ECONOMY, 


edema idi:mo (path.) swelling produced 
by serous fluid. xvr. modL. - Gr. oídéma, 
-mat-, f. oideín swell. Hence eede-matous. 
XVII. 


ceillade G-jad amorous glance. xvi (in 
early use anglicized oeyliad, eliad, illiad ; now 
only as F.). - F. cillade, f. eil (:- L. oculu-s 
EYE), after It. occhiata, f. occhio eye; see 
-ADE. 


ceeno- inou, ino comb. form of Gr. ofnos 
WINE. 


esophagus  iso:fogos gullet. xvi (yso- 
phagus) modL.- Gr. oisophágos, of which 
the first el. is unkn. and the second appears 
to be -phagos eating, phagein eat (cf. SARCO- 
PHAGUS), but Aristotle says that the organ 
gets its name from its length and its narrow- 
ness. 


cestrus i-stras gadfly xvi; frenzy xix. L. 
— Gr. ofstros, which has been referred to a 
base repr. also by L. ira (:— *eisd) IRE. 


of ov, ov prep. expressing removal, separa- 
tion, derivation, origin, source, spring of 
action, point of departure in time, cause, 
agent, instrument, material. OE. of, orig. 
stressless var. of æf (surviving only as prefix), 
corr. to OFris. af, of, OS. af, MLG., 
MDu. ave, af, OHG. aba adv. and prep., 
MHG. abe, ab (Du. af, G. dial. ab), ON. af, 
Goth. af (1— *ab) :- CGerm. adv. and prep. 
*ab(a) :— IE. *ap, *apo, repr. also by L. ab, 
Gr. apó, Lith. apa-, Skr. ápa away from, 
down from; cf. O, A-1, OFF. €] As a prefix 
of verbs of- was formerly much used to de- 
note removal, destruction, or exhaustion. 


of- əf, əf assim. form of oB- before f. 


off òf adv. away, so as to be separated, dis- 
continued, etc. ; prep. away from, in detach- 
ment from. var. of oF from XV, but not 
finally differentiated from it until after 1600 
in the above uses. off-HAND òfhæ'nd with- 
out preparation or premeditation XVII; adj. 
(also à:f£hzend) Timpromptu; free and easy, 
unceremonious XVIII. 


OFFICINAL 


offal o-fal (techn., dial.) shavings, chips, 
scraps XIV (Trevisa); entrails (now with in- 
clusion of head and tail) xv; refuse, garbage 
XvI. — (M)Du. afval extremities of animals 
cut off, giblets, trotters (*exteriora, trunculi, 
extremitates membrorum truncate, acro- 
colia anseris’, Kilian), shavings, refuse, f. af 
OFF -+ vallen FALL, with assim. to the Corr. 
Eng. elements; cf. G. abfall - Du. or LG. 


offence, U.S. offense ofe-ns (arch.) stum- 
bling, stumbling-block; attack; tharm, 
damage; act of offending; displeasure; 
breach of law or decorum. xiv (Ch., Gower, 
Trevisa, Wycl. Bible). ME. offens, offense 
-(O)F. offens — L. offensus annoyance, and 
(O)F. offense striking against, hurt, wrong, 
displeasure; both L. forms f. offens-, pp. 
stem of offendere, whence or from the deriv. 
OF. ofendre (corr. to Sp. ofender, It. offen- 
dere) offend ofe:nd Tstumble; Twrong; 
Tattack ; wound the feelings of. x1iv. See onB-, 
OF- and DEFENCE, DEFEND. So offe-nsivE 
pert. to attack; Tinjurious; repulsive. XVI. 
= F, offensif, -ive or medL.; as sb. the o 
XVIII, after F. l'offensive, after It. Poffensiva. 


offer o:for present as an act of worship OE. ; 
tender for acceptance or refusal x1v ; propose 
to do XV; propound xvi. OE. offrian sacri- 
fice, bring an offering = OFris. off(a)ria, 
OS. offrén (Du. offeren), ON. offra; an early 
Germ. adoption of L. offerre present, offer, 
bestow (in Christian use, spec. present in 
sacrifice), f. ob or-+-ferre bring, BEAR*. The 
OE. word was reinforced from (O)F. offrir, 
which brought in the primary senses. Hence 
o-fferinc! OE. offrung. offer sb. xv. So 
offertory o-foitari passage recited at the 
offering of bread and wine at the Eucharist 
xiv (Ch.); the offering itself xvi. -— ecclL. 
offertorium place of offering (Isidore), obla- 
tion, f. late L. offert- (cf. offertor offerer 111), 
for oblát- (cf. OBLATION); see -onY! and cf. 
(O)F. offertoire. 


office o:fis duty, (obligatory) service; posi- 
tion to which duties are attached ; Tintroit 
XIII ; form of divine service; place for trans- 
acting business xiv (Ch.). —(O)F. office = 
Sp. oficio, It. uffizio, tofficio-—L. officium, 
orig. performance of a task :- *opificium, f. 
opus work + -fic-, facere DOl. So officer? 
o'fisa1 one who holds office xiv; (in army, 
navy, etc.) xvi. - AN. officer, (O)F. officier 
-medL. officidrius. officiat! ofi-fal sb. 
xiv. Partly — (O)F. official, partly sb. use of 
adj. (xv1)= L. officidlis. officiare® əfi'fieit 
discharge the duties of an office, spec. of a 
minister at divine service. XVII. f. pp. stem 
of medL. officiãre perform divine service. 


officinal ofrsinol (of a herb) used in medi- 
cine and the arts; (of remedies) sold ‘in the 
shops’, made up according to the pharma- 
copoia. xvii. - medL. officindlis, f. L. 
officina workshop, manufactory, laboratory, 
for opificina, f. opific-, -fex workman, f. 
opus -+ fic-, facere rmnake ; see OPUS, -FIC, -AL!, 
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OFFICIOUS 


Officious ofrfos Teager to please or serve; 
Tdutiful xvr; importunate in offering ser- 
vice ; tofficial xv11 ; in diplomatic use (after F. 
officieux, It. uffizioso) friendly and informal 
) (official xix. — L. officiosus (or F. officieux), 
f. officium OFFICE; see -10US. 


offing ffi part of the sea visible to an 
observer on shore or ship ; position at a dis- 
tance off shore. xvii (Capt. Smith; also 
offen, offin). perh. f. oFF-4- -ING!. 


offspring ó'fsprig progeny. OE. ofspr:ing, 
f. of of j'from'-Fspringan sPRING. «| A 
formation peculiar to Eng. 


oft 5ft (arch.) many times. OE. oft — OFris. 
ofta, OS. oft(o), OHG. ofto (G. oft), ON. 
opt, oft, Goth. ufta; CGerm. adv., of ob- 
scure origin, perh. pp. formation on a base 
repr. by ON. of great quantity, excess, 
of too, too much. In ME. extended to oftë 
(x11), whence, by further extension (prob. 
after selden SELDOM), often a-fn. xiv. The 
comps. oft-times (xiv) and often-times (xv), 
repl. Toft(e)ssithe(s) x11, repr. OE. oftstbum 
d. pl., on oftsipas on frequent occasions, but 
partly also the corr. ON. optsinnis, -sinnum 
(for the second el. cf. WIDDERSHINS), with 
collateral infi. of OF. sovente(s)fois. 


ogdoad ə'gdouæd the number 8, group of 
eight. xvir. — late L. ogdoad-, -as — Gr. ogdods 
(-ad-), f. ógdoos eighth, októ EIGHT ; see -Ap'!, 


ogee oud3i, oud3i- fogive xv; S-shaped 
double curve xvir. prob. reduced form of 
ogive, perh. through the pl. form ogi(v)es. 


ogham, ogam  ogom alphabet of the 
ancient British and Irish. xvi. = Olr. 
ogam, ogum (modlr. ogham, Gael. oghum), 
traditionally assoc. with the legendary name 
Ogma of the inventor of signs for a secret 
language (cf. Ogmios, name (acc. to Lucian) 
of a Gaulish deity who presided over lan- 
guage or eloquence). 


ogive ou'dsaiv (archit.) diagonal rib of a 
vault. xvir. — F. ogive, earlier augive, orgive, 
of unkn. origin. So ogi-val xxx. 


ogle owgl cast amorous glances (at). xvir. 
orig. a cant word, prob. of LDu. origin; cf. 
LG. oegeln, frequent. of oegen look at, also 
early modDu. oogheler, oegeler flatterer, 
oogen cast sheep's eyes at. See -LE?, 


Ogre ou'goi man-eating monster of popular 
story. XVIII (kogre). — F. ogre (Perrault's 
*Contes de Fées', 1697); of unkn. origin; 
conjectured to have been based on a dial. 
var. *ogro, *orgo of It. orco demon, monster 
== Sp. huerco, (h)uergo — L. Orcus infernal 
deity. Hence o-gress'. 


ogress? ou'gres (her.) roundel sable. xvi 
(Bossewell). perh. alt. of oglys ‘gonestonys’, 
ie. gun-stones (Book of St. Albans, 1486), 
of unkn. origin. 


oh ou. XVI. var. of o, formerly used in posi- 
tions where O is now more usual, now 
chiefly as an excl. of pain, terror, surprise, 
or disapproval. — F. oh, L. oh 


OLD 


ohm oum unit of electrical resistance. XIX 
(suggested, along with ohmad, at a meeting 
of the British Association in 1861). f. name 
of Georg Simon Ohm, German physicist 
(1787-1854). 


oho ouhou: excl. expressing surprise, exulta- 
tion, etc., combining o with Ho. XIV. 


ohone ohö'n excl. of lament. xv (ochane, 
Henryson). — Gael., Ir. ochòin. Cf. OCH. 


-oid oid suffix equiv. to -form, -like, repr. 
F. -oide, L. -oidés, from Gr. -oeidés, f. -o--+ 
eidos form, shape (rel. to IDEA), forming adjs. 
(predominantly techn.), most of which can 
be used as sbs., (i) of Gr. formation, as 
ANTHROPOID, RHOMBOID, (ii) based on non- 
Gr. words, as OVOID, ALKALOID. So -oidar! 
oi'dal, -oideous ordios (modL. -oideus), 
forming adjs. on sbs. in -oid. 


oil oil in early use, liquid expressed from 
the olive; later, any similar viscid smooth 
liquid. xr. ME. oli(e), oile- AN., ONF. 
olie, OF. oile (mod. huile) = Pr. oli, Sp., 
It. oko - L. oleum (olive) oil, for *oleiuom, 
*olaiwom — Gr. élairon (cf. Achiui — Akhairoi 
Achaians) OLIvE. The adoption from F. 
ousted ME. ele, OE. ele, eli = OS. oli(g) 
(Du. olie), OHG. oli (G. ól) popL. olium, 
L. oleum. Hence oi'ly!. xvi. 


Ointment ointmont preparation of oily 
matter. XIV. alt., after foint vb. (xiv), of 
earlier Toz(g)nement (xix) - OF. oignement 
t popL. *unguimentum, f. L. unguentum 
UNGUENT ; see ANOINT, -MENT. 


O.K. oukeir. xiX. orig. U.S.; initials of 
Old Kinderhook (near Albany), name of the 
birthplace of a Democratic candidate, 
Martin Van Buren, used first as a slogan and 
passing into a term of approval, being inter- 
preted as standing for oll korrect ‘all correct’. 


oka, oke ou'kə, ouk Turkish and Egyptian 
measure of weight. xvir (Purchas). — It. 
oca, F. ogue ~ Turk. óqah- Arab. ügiyah, 
prob. — (through Syriac) Gr. ougkid -= L. 
uncia OUNCE!, 


okapi oukā'pi W. African mammal rel. 
to the giraffe, first discovered 1900. Mbuba 
(Congo). 


-0l ol (chem.) terminal syll. of alcohol, used 
to form names of substances which are 
alcohols in the wider sense, or compounds 
analogous to alcohol, e.g. methol, naphthol, 
phenol. From phenol the ending has been 
transferred to the phenol group. 


old ould that has lived long; dating far back 
into the past; (so many years) of age OE.; 
as a familiar epithet XVI (Sh.). OE. aid (WS. 
eald) = OFris., OS. ald (Du. oud), (O)HG. 
alt ‘= WGerm. *alda (ON. positive sup- 
plied by gamall; compar. ellri ELDER’, super. 
ellzty ELDEST ; in Goth. alpeis old :— *alpijaz) ; 
pp. formation (cf. COLD) on the base of 
OE. alan, ON. ala nourish, Goth. alan grow 
up, rel. to Olr. no|tlal who nourishes thee, 
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OLEAGINOUS 


-OMETER 





L. alere nourish, with the parallel formation 
altus high, deep (whence ALTITUDE), ad|ultus 
ADULT. See also ELD. Hence olden? an- 
cient. Xv (once in Sh. ; taken up by Scott). 


oleaginous oulig:d5;inos oily, fatty. xvi. 
— F. oléagineux, f. L. oleüginus (cf. medL. 
oleágó oily matter, scraped from the oiled 
bodies of wrestlers), f. oleum O11; see -ovus. 


oleander ouliz-ndor evergreen shrub 
Nerium Oleander. xvi (Turner). —- medL. 
oleander, oliandrum ; cf. (O)F. oléandre, Sp. 
oleandro, eloendro, Pg. (e)loendro, It. olean- 
dro; perh. ult. based on RHODODENDRON, 
through medL. laurandrum (Isidore), lauri- 
(d)endrum, by blending with laurus LAUREL 
(ct. Gr. pododsadvn, F. laurier-rose ‘rose- 
laurel’). 


olefiant ouli'fiont, ou:lifaiont (chem.) o. gas, 
ethylene, so called from its forming an oily 
liquid with chlorine. xix. — F. (gaz) oléfiant 
(1795); in form prp. of a vb. *oléfier make 
oily, f£. L. oleum o1L 4- -fier -rv. 


oleo- ou-liou used as comb. form of (i) L. 
oleum OIL (XVIIL), as in o-leoGRAPH picture 
printed in oil-colours, (ii) oleic, olein, as in 
o:leoMA'RGARINE (after F. oléomargarine, 
Berthelot, 1854). XIX. 


oleraceous olorei[os pert. to pot-herbs. 
xvi (Sir 'T. Browne). f. L. (A)olerdceus, f. 
(h)oler-, (h)olus pot-herb, rel. to helvus light 
bay ; see YELLOW, -ACEOUS. 


olfactory olfe-ktori pert. to the sense of 
smell. xvii. -—L. *olfactórius (repr. by 
olfactória, -órium nosegay), f. olfactàre, fre- 
quent. of o/facere smell (trans.), f. olere; see 
ODOUR, FACT, -ORY?. So olfacto' METER. XIX. 


olibanum ouli:banom aromatic gum-resin. 
x1V. - medL., ult. repr. Gr. líbanos frankin- 
cense tree, incense (of Semitic origin; cf. 
Heb. lebõriä incense), perh. through Arab. 
al-lubán (A1.-?). 


oligarchy o-:ligiski government by the few. 
xvit. = (O)F. oligarchie or medL. oligarchia 
- Gr. oligarkhíã, f. oligárkhes (whence 
o'ligarcH xvii), f. oligos few; see -ARCH. 


oligocene see EOCENE. 


olio ou:liou dish of Sp. and Pg. origin con- 
sisting of a medley of meats, vegetables, etc. ; 
hotchpotch, miscellany. xvii. alt. of Sp. 
olla (Pg. olha) o:lja :- Rom, *olla, for L. alla 
pot, jar (cf. OLLA PODRIDA); with substitu- 
tion of -o as in -ADO for -ada. 


olive oliv (fruit of) the evergreen tree Olea 
europza, cultivated for its fruit and oil. 
xi. —(O)F. olive - L. oliva - Gr. elatrá, 
rel, to élatron OIL. Hence oliva’cEOUS. XVII 
(Pennant). 


oliver olivor form of tilt-hammer. XIX. 
perh. f. the personal name Oliver. 


Oliver o:livor phr. a Roland for an O.: see 
ROLAND. 


olla! ələ cooking jar or pot in Spain, etc. 
xvit. — Sp. olla (see or10). 


olla? oo palm-leaf. xvir (Purchas). - Pg. 
olla - Malayalam ola. 


olla podrida o5 podrrdo olio. xvr. Sp., 
‘rotten pot’; olla (see OLIO), podrida PUTRID. 
q ‘It is called Podrida, because it is sod [1.e. 
boiled] leisurely, til it be rotten (as we say) 
and ready to fall in pieces’ (Mabbe, tr. Ale- 
man’s ‘Guzman d’Alfarache’, 1622). 


-ology o':led3i (see -O-, -LOGY) ; as sb. any of 
the sciences or departments thereof. c.1810. 


Olympiad ólimpized period of four years 
from one celebration of the Olympic games 
(ancient Gr. quadrennial festival) to the 
next. XVI. — F. Olympiade or L. Olympiad-, 
-as = Gr. Olumpids, f. Olhnimpios, adj. of 
O'lumpos lofty mountain in ‘Thessaly, 
Greece, home of the gods in Gr. myth. ; see 
-AD!, So Oly:mpIan xvi (Sh.), Oly:-mpic 
xvi (Nashe); T-ICAL xv. 


-0ma ou:mo suffix repr. modL. -oma — Gr. 
-Oma, as in rhízoma, sárkoma, trikhoma, 
phyllóma, f. vbs. in -odsthai, as rhizoüsthai 
take root, f. rhiza roort. (i) Used to denote 
a formation or member of the nature of that 
denoted by the radical part ; now superseded 
by -ome oum, as in phyllome, RHIZOME; 
(ii) Used in names of tumours or other 
morbid growths, as SARCOMA, trichoma. 


ombre o'mboir card-game played by three 
persons with 40 cards. xvii (earlier also 
Vhombre, Pombre). - Sp. hombre (:- L. ho- 
minem, nom. homé man); cf. F. (k)ombre 
chief player at ombre, and the game itself. 
q] ‘L’Ombre is a Spanish game at Cards, 
wherein he who undertakes to play it saith 
Fo soy VOmbre, i.e. I am the man? (Cotgrave, 
Wit’s Interpreter). 


omega ou'migə last letter of the Gr. alpha- 
bet (2, &); last of a series, end. xvi. — Gr. 
ó méga (cf. MEGA-) a 0’ )(6 mikrén ‘little 
o’, i.e. long and short ‘o 


omelet(te) o:mlit acca of egges ote) 
xvII (also aumelet, am(m)ulet, amlet). 
omelette, also taumelette, Tamelette, Ac 
alt. of Talumette, by-form of Talumelle, 
Talemel(l)e, which arose from lemele blade 
of a sword or knife, by wrong analysis of la 
lemel(l)e (— L. lamella, dim. of lamina thin 
plate of metal); the omelette is presumed to 
have been named from its thin flat shape. 


omen ou’men prophetic sign, augury. XVI. 
— L. men, õmin-, earlier (acc. to Varro) 
*osmen, which was pop. assoc. with ds 
mouth (cf. ORAL), whence the sense ‘word 
of good or bad augury’. So ominous 
o'minos, ou'minos. XVI. — L. óminósus. 


omentum oume'ntem (anat.) caul. xvi. L. 
omer ou'moi Heb. measure of capacity. 


1611 (A.V.). 


-ometer o'mitor the el. -METER preceded 
by -o-, as in gasometer, olfactometer. 
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OMIT 


omit ómi:t leave out. xv. ~ L. omittere, f. ob 
OB-+ mittere send, let go (see MISSION). So 
OMISSION. xIV (Wyclif). ~ (O)F. or late L. 


omni- o:mni, omni* comb. form of L. omnis 
all, as in omni-PoreNT xiv (—- (O)F. - L.), 
omniPRESENT Xvii (-medL.), ommni- 
SCIENCE, -SClENT omni'fons, -ni:sions, -ont 
XVII (~ medL.), earlier }ommi-scious xvi (f. 
medL. omniscius), omni:vorous feeding on 
all kinds of food xvii (f. L. omnivorus). 


omnibus omnibos (orig. four-wheeled) 
public passenger vehicle. xix (1829). — F. 
omnibus (1828), also voiture omnibus carriage 
for all (L. omnibus, d. pl. of omnis all). 


omnium gatherum  o':mnion ge'óÓorom 
gathering of all sorts, miscellaneous assem- 
blage. xvr. modL., f. L. omnium g. pl. of 
omnis all + mock-L. formation on GATHER, 
for ‘a gathering’. @ Earlier tomnigatherum 
(xvi), in XV omnegadrium (Hoccleve). 


omophagous oumo-fagss eating raw flesh. 
XIX. f. Gr. ómophdágos, f. ómás raw (— Skr. 
àmds, Ir. am, W. of); see -PHAGOUS. 


omoplate  ou:mopleit (anat.) shoulder- 
blade. xvr. — Gr. ómopldté, f. ómos shoulder 
(cf. HUMERUS) + plátë broad surface, blade 
(cf. PLANE!). Cf. F. omoplate XVI. 


omphal(o)- ə'mfəl(ou} 
Gr. omphalds NAVEL. XVII. 
omrah o-mra grandee of a Mohammedan 


court. XVII (ombra, Purchas) = Urdu 
umard — pl. of Arab. amir AMEER. 


comb. form of 


on on prep. and adv. expressing the relation 
of contact with or proximity to a surface 
(hence with implication of support by it) 
and motion to or toward a position (later 
often expressed by on to, onto XV1) ; in early 
use covering also some of the uses now ex- 
pressed by zn and at. (See also UPON.) OE. 
on, orig. unstressed var. of an = OFris. an, 
OS., OHG. ana, an (Du. aan, G. an), ON. 
á, Goth. ana (see ANA-), rel. to Gr. and, dna 
on, upon, Skr. @ up, Av. ana, OSI. na. 
Hence o:nwanp(s) xvi; after tnward(s), up- 
ward(s). 


onager o'nodsor wild ass. xiv (R. Rolle; 
afterwards not before Goldsmith's *Natural 
History’, 1774). - L. onager —- Gr. ónagros 
for ónos dgrios, Skr. ajríyas 1- IE. *agros ACRE. 


onanism ou'nenizm self-pollution. XVIII. 
~ F. or modL. onanismus, f. Onan (Gen. 
xxxviil 9); see -ISM. 


once wans one time only Xii; at any one 
time, on any occasion XIV. ME. àánes, ones, 
g. of án, ón ONE (see -s), finally superseding 
énes, OE. nes, which repl. advb. instr. &ne 
(ME. ene) of án ONE; cf. MDu. eenes, MLG. 
énes, MHG. ein(e)s, G. einst. 'T'he final s re- 
tained its voiceless sound and c.1500 began 
to be repl. by ce, as in hence, ice, mice, thrice, 
twice. 'lhe first recorded instance of the 
w-form is a westerly wonus (xv); cf. ONE. 
€] See also AT ONCE. 


ONTOLOGY 


one wan first or lowest integral number, 1, 1. 
OE. dn = OF ris. dn, én, OS. én (Du. een), 
(O)HG. ein, ON. einn, Goth. ains s- CGerm. 
*ainaz = IE. *oinos, whence also OL. otnos, 
L. tinus, OSI. inti, OPruss. ains, Lith. vlienas, 
Olr. den, din; in other langs. with other 
suffixes, as Skr. ékas one, Av. aéva, Gr. ofos, 
oiros alone. The orig. OE. vowel is pre- 
served with regular diphthongization (ou) 
in the comps. ALONE (LONE), ATONE, ONLY; 
the earliest evidence of development of pro- 
nunc. with w is of westerly origin (won xv); 
cf. dial. pronunc. wak, wats of oak, oats 
(OE. dc, Gtan), and ONCE; for a different 
development see NONE nan, NONCE nons. 


-one oun (chem.) used (i) unsystematically, 
app. after ozone, in acetone, quinone, (ii) in 
the nomenclature of Hofmann (1866) for 
hydrocarbons of the formula CLHa.,. 


oneiro- o(u)nais:ro(u) comb. form of Gr. 
óneiros dream, as in onel-TOMANCY. XVII. 


onerous o‘nores burdensome xiv; (Sc. law) 
XVIII. ~ (O)F. onéreux, 't-ous = L. onerósus, 
f. oner-, ONUS; see -OUS, Cf. EXONERATE. 


onion a'njan (bulb of) the plant Allium 
Cepa. xiv. ME. unyon, oyn(y)on —- AN. 
union, (O)F. otgnon = Pr. onhon, inhon, 
unhon :- Gallo-Rom. — *unione, L.  tnto 
(whence OE. ynne onion), rustic equiv. of 


L. czpa (cf. CHIVE). 


only ou:nli (dial) solitary ; of which there 
are no others OE. ; single xv. OE. anlic, late 
var. of @nlié corr. to MLG. einlik, MDu. 
een(e)lijc. Hence only adv. ME. onliche 
(xiri), -like (cf. MDu. eenlike, in al eenlike); 
partly alt. of OE. znlice, after the adj., partly 
developed from predic. uses of the adj.; see 
ONE, -Ly!, -LY?. @ For the pronunc. see 
ONE; o*nli is widespread in dial. use. 


onomasticon onómze'stikon vocabulary of 
proper names. XVIII — Gr. onomastikón, sb. 
use (sc. biblion book) of n. of onomastikos 
pert. to naming, f. onomastós named, onomá- 
zein vb., f. ónoma NAME. 


onomatopeeia ono:motópi.o, o:nomsetópr'o 
word-formation based on imitation. xvi. 
late L. = Gr. onomatopotia making of words, 
f. onomatopoiós, f. onomato-, ónoma NAME-4- 
-poios -making (see PoET). Hence ono:ma- 
topac"IC, -POE'TIC. XIX. 


onslaught o:nslót vigorous onset or attack. 
XVII. Early forms also anslaight, onslat 
=- early MDu. aenslag (mod. aan-), f. aan 
oN--slag blow, stroke, rel. to slagen strike, 
SLAY!; with assim. to Tslaught (—1600), OE. 
slzht :—- *slaxtiz, £. *slayan. €| Stated to be 
Dutch by Phillips 1678; cited by J. only 
from Butler’s ‘Hudibras’; said by Todd to 
be ‘not in use’; its present currency is due 
to Scott. 


ontology onto-led3i study of being. xvrIl. 
-modL. ontelogia (Jean le Clerc 1692), f. 
Gr. onto-, comb. form of ón, g. óntos being, 
n. of ón, prp. of efnai BE; see -LOGY. 
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ONUS 


onus ou'nos burden of responsibility. XVII. 
— L. fburden', rel. to Gr. aníd grief, dial. 
oníd, Skr. dnas wagon. 


onymous o'nimos bearing a name (as of the 
author). XVIII. Extracted from ANONYMOUS. 


onyx ouniks, o:niks variety of quartz much 
used for cameos. XIII (in form oniche; later 
onix; from XVIII onyx). — OF. oniche, onix 
=- L. acc. onycha, nom. onyx — Gr. dnukha, 
Onux NAIL, claw, onyx stone. Q The Gr. 
and L. acc. forms, occurring in LXX and 
Vulgate, were not recognized as such, but 
were treated as a distinct word in Eng. trs. 
of the Bible (e.g. Exodus xxx 34) as applied 
to one of the ingredients of incense in the 
Mosaic ritual, viz. the operculum of a 
species of mollusc resembling a finger-nail 
and emitting a peculiar aroma when burnt. 


o0- ou'd, ous* comb. form of Gr. ión EGG, 
ovum, in scientific terms : O*OLITE (min. and 
geol). xvm. -— F. oólithe, modL. oolités; 
oo:LoGY. xix. -—F. odlogie, modL. oologia 
(1691); O°OSPORE. XIX. 


oof af (sl) money. xix. Shortening of 

ooftish, Yiddish for G. auf tisch, i.e. auf 
dem tisch on the table (cf. DISH), said of 
money laid on the table in gambling (cf. G. 
auftischen vb. serve up). 


oomiak ū'miæk large boat made of skins 
drawn over a frame. xvui. Eskimo. Cf. 
KAYAK. 


-00n ün repr. F. -on in words with stress on 
the final syll. adopted xvi—xviil, e.g. dragon 
DRAGOON, chalon SHALLOON, as distinguished 
from the -on of adoptions from AN. (OF.), 
e.g. baron, capon, felon, and of more modern 
adoptions, e.g. chignon; hence repr. gen. F. 
dim. -on, and the corr. It. augm. -one, Sp. 
augm. -on ~ L. -ónem, nom. -ó, forming sbs. 
of the nickname or pejorative type, e.g. 
balatró jester, calcitró kicker, nádsó big-nosed 
man (cf. Cicero ‘the fellow with the wart’); 
exx. of various types of deriv. are balloon, 
bassoon, buffoon, cartoon, doubloon, harpoon, 
lampoon, macaroon, musketoon, octoroon, 
platoon, pontoon, quadroon; rarely used as 
an Eng. formative, as in spittoon. 


oorali uráà'i. xix. See CURARE. 
Oordoo var. of URDU. 


ooze! üz tjuice, sap OE.;.liquor of a tan 
vat, decoction of bark xv1; (from the vb.) 
exudation xvin. OE. wés, corr. to MLG. 
wos(e) scum, ON. vds (MSw. os, oss, oos, 
MDa. oss, oess, voos). Cf. next. Hence ooze 
vb. exude, cause to exude xiv (Trevisa); per- 
colate as through pores xvul. Late ME. 
wose. Now assoc. with oozE*. 


ooze? tz mud, slime. OE. wase = OFris. 
wase, ON. veisa stagnant pool, puddle. 
«| The development of OE. à after w to ü 
is paralleled in two, who, womb; for the loss 
of w cf. prec. and dial. ood, ool, ooman for 
wood, wool, woman. 


op- op, sp assim. form of oB- before p. 


OPHIDIAN 


opal ou'pal iridescent milk-white or bluish 
stone, XVI. ~ F. opale or L. opalus (Pliny), 
prob. ult. (like late Gr. opdllios) — Skr. 


upalas pxecious stone. Hence opalre:scENT. 


opaque oupeik (arch.) dark, dull xv; not 

transparent XVII. (Formerly often opake) 
~L. opdcus, partly through F. opaque, 
whence the current sp. So Topa-covs. 
XVII; OpaciTY oupze'siü xvii. — F.- L. 


ope oup (arch. and dial.) open. xn. Clipped 
form of OPEN, with loss of n as in pps. awake, 
bespoke, broke, wove. Hence ope vb. xv. 


opelet ou'plit sea anemone, Anemone sul- 
cata. XIX (1860, Gosse). irreg. f. OPE open + 
-LET; so called because the tentacles cannot 
be retracted. 


open oupn not shut, confined, or covered 
(with many fig. uses). OE. open — OFrTis. 
open, OS. opan (Du. open), OHG. offan (G. 
offen), ON. opinn :- CGerm. (exc. Goth.) 
*upanaz, having the form of a strong pp. (see 
-EN$) f. UP, as if meaning ‘put or set up’ (cf. 
the sense ‘open’ of ME. and dial. up, G. auf). 
Hence open vb. OE. openian = OS. opanon 
(Du. openen), OHG. offanón (G. öffnen). 


opera o‘pora. musical drama. xvii (Evelyn, 
Pepys). — It. opera (whence also F. opéra) = 
Pr., Cat., Pg. obra, Sp. huebra, F. euvre i= L, 
opera labour, work produced, fem. coll. 
corr. to opus, oper- work (see opus). Hence 
operatic -a‘tik. xvIII; irreg., after dra- 
matic. So (dim.) opere-tta. xvii. —- It. 


operate o'poreit Tproduce an effect (Sh.); 
effect, produce, bring about xvii; (orig. 
U.S.) cause or direct the working of xix. f. 
operat-, pp. stem of L. operdri work, bestow 
labour upon, f. oper-, OPUS; see -ATE?. So 
opera‘TION working, performance xiv (Ch., 
Gower) ; surgical act xv1; (mil., math.) xvin. 
-(O)F.- L. o':perarivE XVI; sb. worker, 
workman XIX. -late L. o'peraroR. xvi. 
~ late L.; cf. F. opératif, opérateur. 


operculum  o(u)psS-1kjülom  (zool, etc.) 
cover, lid. xvii (Derham). - L., f. operire 
cover, close, parallel formation to aperire 
open (cf. APERT) ; see -CULE. 


operose oporous laborious (subjectively 
and objectively). xvi1 (H. More in -ly, -ness). 
- L. operósus, f. oper-, OPUS ; see -OSE!. 


ophicleide o-fiklaid musical wind-instru- 
ment developed from the ancient ‘serpent’. 
XIX. — F. ophicléide (1811), f. Gr. óphis ser- 
pent (see next) + kleid-, kleis key, rel. to L. 
clavis (see CLEF). 


ophidian oufrdion serpent-like. XIX. f. 
modL. Ophidia order of reptiles, f. Gr. 
ophid-, óphis serpent, ult. rel. to ékhis, 
ékhidna viper, Skr. dhis; see -1AN. The 
comb. form of dphis (used in scientific terms) 
is ophi(o)-- So ophirTE oufait. xvi 
(Evelyn). - L. ophités (Pliny) - Gr. ophités 
(sc. lithos) serpentine (stone). 
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OPHTHALMIA 





ophthalmia ofpz:lmis inflammation of the 
eye. xvi (earlier not naturalized). = late L. 
(Boethius) - Gr. ophthalmía, €. ophthalmás 
BE ; see -IA}. So ophtha:-Imic. xvi. = L. 
- Gr. 


opiate ou'pieit containing opium, narcotic 
xvI; sb. xvir (Jonson, Milton). - medL. 
opidtus ; see OPIUM, -ATE*, 


opinion opi:injon what one thinks, belief x111 
(Cursor M.); estimate, estimation XIV. 
~(O)F. opinion — L. opinió(n-), f. stem of 
opinàri think, believe (whence opine 
oupai'n xvi), the sb. and vb. being used in 
philosophical language to repr. Gr. doa, 
dofalev; perh. rel. to optdre OPT. So 
opimnionATED obstinate in belief. xvi. 
f. topinionate (xvi), prob. repr. medL. 
*opinidnatus (cf. OF. opinionné). Former 
syns. are Topinative (xvi) — late L. opind- 
tivus (cf. F. Topinatif, It. Topinativo); 
opi-xnionaATIVE. XV1; a group presumably f. 
a shortened form of L. opznión-, repr. also 
in obs. forms in the Rom. langs. (e.g. F. 
Topiniatif, Yt. Topiniato, Topiniativo, Sp. topti- 
niatico), topiniate, opiniated, ‘opiniative, 
all dating from xvr; also Topinia(s)tre xvi 
— F. Topiniastre (now opiniátre) ; see -ASTER. 


opistho- oupispou comb. form of Gr. 
ópisthen behind, as in opi:sthocnAPH manu- 
script written on the back as well as the 
front. xvII. — Gr. opisthógraphos. 


opium ou'piem inspissated juice of a spe- 
cies of poppy. XIV (anglicized topie, Ch.). 
~ L. opium (Pliny) - Gr. dpion, dim. of opds 
vegetable juice, which has been referred to 
a base *áp- water, repr. in Indo-Iranian 
and Baltic; cf. (O)F. opium. 


opodeldoc opoude'ldak in the work of 
Paracelsus (oppodeltoch) applied to various 
medical plasters and believed to have been 
invented by him. xvir. Q| For the ending 
cf. nostoc. 


opopanax oupo'peneks foctid gum-resin 
from the root of Opopanax Chironium. xiv. 
- L. opopanax (Pliny) - Gr. opopdnax (Dios- 
corides), f. opds juice+pdnax, n. of panakés 
all-healing ; see OPIUM, PANACEA. 


opossum əpə'səm small marsupial, esp. 
Didelphys virginiana. xvii (apossoun, opas- 
som, opassum). — Virginian Indian dpassiim 
(cf. Ojibway wabassim). Cf. POSSUM. 


oppidan opidon townsman; spec. of a 
member of Eton College who boards in the 
town. XVI. ~ L. oppidãnus, f. oppidum (forti- 
fied) town; see -AN. 


oppilation opilei-fan obstruction. XIV. = 
late L. oppilatid(n-), f. L. oppildre stop up, 
f. ob oP- -- pilàre ram down, stop up (cf. 
COMPILE, PILLAGE); see -ATION. 


opponent opounoent one who maintains a 
contrary argument XVI; antagonist XVII. 
— L. oppónent-, -éns, prp. of oppónere (whence 
Toppo'ne oppose xvI1) set against, f. ob oP- 4- 
ponere place (see POSITION). 


OPTIC 


opportune o:poitjün adapted to an end or 


purpose, well timed. xv. — (O)F. opportun, 
fem. -une = Sp. oportuno, It. opportuno = L. 
opportünus (orig. of wind) driving towards 
the harbour, (hence) seasonable (cf. Por- 
tunus protecting god of harbours), f. ob OP- 
+portus harbour, port!. Cf. IMPORTUNE. 
So opportunity. xiv. ~(O)F.-L. o-p- 
portunisM, o-pportunisT. XIX. — It. oppor- 
tunismo, F. opportunisme, etc.; terms first 
of Italian, and later of French, "politics. 


oppose opouz Tconfront with objections, 
pose, appose XIV (Ch., Gower); set against 
in opposition XVI. = (O)F. opposer, based on 
L.oppónere; see OPPONENT, POSE!.'l'he second 
sense was expressed earlier by Toppone. So 
opposite o':pozit placed over against XIV 
(Ch.); contrary xvi. —- (O)F. opposite - L. 
oppositus, pp. of oppónere. opposr-TION first 
in astron. and astrol. xiv (Ch.), and rhet. 
xv (Lydg.), and otherwise largely techn.; 
contrary or hostile action xvi (Sh.); (of a 
party) xvii. - (OF. - L 

oppress opre:s tpress hard upon, put down, 
quell; lie heavy on; keep under wrongfully 
or tyrannously. xiv. -—(O)F. oppresser 
- medL. oppressdre, f. oppress-, pp. stem of 
opprimere, f. ob oP- - premere PRESS. So Op- 
pre‘ssion. xiv. -(O)F.- L. oppre-ssive. 
XVII. - F. - medL. 


opprobrious oprou‘brias conveying injuri- 
ous reproach. xiv (Trevisa). — late L.' op- 
probriósus, f. opprobrium (in Eng. use from 
XVII; naturalized as Topprobry xv) infamy, 
reproach, f. ob oP- -- probrum shameful deed, 
disgrace, sb. use of n. of OL. *prober, *pro- 
brus (próbra in. Aulus Gellius) :- *probheros 
put forward (against), f. Pro PRo-!-l- *bher- 
carry, BEAR? (cf. L. proferre bring forward, 
cite, Gr. mpopépety ; see -IOUS, 

oppugn opjü'n Tassault, besiege XV; assail 
in speech or action XVI. — L. oppugnare fight 
against, f. ob oP- --pugnáre (see PUGNACIOUS). 

opsimathy  opsirmopi learning acquired 
late in life. xvi. — Gr. opsimathíà, f. opsi- 
mathés (whence o*psimath -mep xix), f. 
opsi-, opsé late-+ *math- (cf. MATHESIS) ; see 
-y’, 

opt opt choose, decide. xrx (first used with 
ref. to the choice by natives of Alsace- 
Lorraine to be French or German subjects). 
~ F. opter - L. optáre choose, desire (whence 
toptate xvit), frequent. of *opere (in OL. 
pradopiont they prefer); see OPINION, and 
cf. ADOPT, CO-OPT. So optatIvE optei'tiv, 
o'ptotiv (gram. )expressing wish. xvi. — F. 
optatif, -ive ~ late L. optativus (Priscian), tr. 
Gr. euktiké égklisis (4 edxtixh, 76 edxtixdy), f. 
eukhesthat pray. OpTION əpfən choice. 
xvil. - F. or L.; whence o:ptionar!. xvirt. 


optic o-ptik pert. to sight or the organ of 

sight. xvi. ~ (O)F. optique or medL. opticus 
(Xil) - Gr. optikós, f. optós seen, visible, f. 
*op-; see EYE, -IC. So O'ptiCAL. XVI. 
optics. xvi; rendering medL. optica - 
Gr. tà optiká (n. pl.). 
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OPTIMATE 


optimate o-ptimit, -eit member of the 
patrician order in ancient Rome, aristocrat. 
XVII. ~ L. optimGt-, -mdas, pl. -mdtés, f. optimus 
best, prob. f. ob prep. before, in front of4- 
superl. suffix as in intimus INTIMATE, ultimus 
ULTIMATE, So o:ptimacvy. xvr. - modL. 
optimatia ; finally superseded by aristocracy. 


optime optimi one placed in the second 
(Senior O.) or third (Junior O.) class in the 
mathematical tripos at the university of 
Cambridge. xviir. adv. of L. optimus (see 
prec.) in phr. optimé disputdstt you have dis- 
puted very well. 


optimism o-ptimizm doctrine of Leibniz 
(“Chéodicée’ § 416, 1710), that the present 
world is the best of all possible worlds XVIII 
(Warburton 1759, Warton 1782); view that 
presumes the predominance of good; dis- 
position to hope for or expect the best xix. 
— F. optimisme (1737 in ‘Mémoires de Tré- 
voux’, in an account of Leibniz), f. L. 
optimum, sb. use of n. of optimus best (see 
OPTIMATE), applied by him to the world; 
see -ISM. So o:ptimisT. XVIII. optimum 
(that is) best or most favourable. xix. 


opulent  o'pjülont abundantly wealthy. 
xvii. — L. opulent-, -éns or opulentus, f. *ops, 
pl. opes resources, wealth (cf. opus, co- 
PIOUS); see -ULENT. So o: pulENCE. xvt. - L. 


opus ou'pos, o'pos work, esp. musical com- 
position, XVIII (first in magnum o., o, magnum 
great work). L., rel. to Skr. dpas; see also 
prec. So opuscuLE opa'skjül - (O)F. - L..; 
opu'sculum a small work xvii. 


or’ 51 (adv., prep., conj.) before; sooner, 
ere; rather than. xI (also doubled or or; 
from xv often in or ever, or e'er, or ere), late 
Nhb. OE. ar early, ME. (in Scandinavian- 
ized areas) ar, later dr - ON. dr — OE. zer 
ERE. 


or? 51,01 particle introducing an alternative. 
First in ‘Ormulum’ (a. 1200), in which three 
forms occur: (1) disyll. operr, (11) monosyll. 
oppr before a vowel, which was further re- 
duced to (ii) orr before a cons. ; the conj. 
Tother (X11-XV) seems to have arisen from an 
alt. of OE. oppe 'or' by assim. of the ending 
to words expressing an alternative, as either, 
whether (cf. the alt. of OHG. odo, MHG. 
ode, to odar, oder by assim. to weder neither). 


or? 51 (her.) the tincture gold or yellow. 
XVI. = (O)E. or := L. aurum. 


-Or! or suffix of agent-nouns repr. ult. (1) L. 
-or chiefly as appended to pp. stems, as in 
the comp. forms -TOR, -ATOR, -itor, and 
-(s)sor (eg. censor, confessor, oppressor, spon- 
sor); (i) L. -dtórem, -itórem (nom. -átor, 
-itor), whence OF. -éo(u)r, later and mod. 
-eur (see -OUR!). It has been generalized in 
legal use for the terms corr. to those in -&E!. 
4j In the following -or has superseded other 
endings, e.g. bachelor, chancellor, sailor. 


ORATOR 


-or? 91 suffix forming (orig.) abstr. sbs., in 
error, horror, languor, liquor, pallor, squalor, 
stupor, terror, torpor, tremor, repr. ult. L. -or, 
earlier -ds (e.g. colds COLOUR, honds HONOUR), 
corr, to Skr, -as, Gr. -as, and rel. for the most 
part to intr. vbs. in -ére. The earliest forms 
of the above words were in -our, which is 
the current British spelling in others of the 
same type (see -OUR”). @ The ending in the 
following is of different origins: manor, 
mirror, parlo(u)r, razor, scissors, visor. 


orach(e) o:rot[ plant of the genus Atriplex. 
XV (orage, arage, later areche, etc.). ~ AN. 
arasche, OF. arache, arrace (mod. arroche) = 
It. atrepice :~ L. atriplicem, -plex (or some 
intermediate form between this and its 
source) ~ Gr. atrdphaxus. 


oracle o-rakl mouthpiece of a deity ; divine 
revelation or message xIV (Ch.); holy of 
holies in the Jewish temple xv ; authoritative 
or infallible guide xvi. —- (O)F. oracle - L. 
órüculum, f. Ordre speak, plead, pray, ORATE; 
see -CLE. So oracular óra-kjüloz. xvir. 


oral 5-ral pert. to the mouth or to speech. 
xvi1. —- late L. órális, f. L. ór-, ds mouth (cf. 
OSCULATE), rel. to OE. ór edge, beginning, 
ON. óss river-mouth, Ir. d, Skr. ás- mouth; 
cf, F. oral (xvii), and see -AL!. 


orange o'rinós (fruit of) an evergreen tree, 
Citrus Aurantium. XIV (orenge)  - OF. 
orenge in pomme d'orenge (xiv), later and 
mod. orange, corr. to Pr. auranja, Cat. 
taronja, Sp. naranja, Pg. laranja, 1t. Tnaran- 
cia (now arancia), melarancia, Rum. náranjd, 
medGr. nearanizion, of which the point of 
departure is Spain ; ult.— Arab. ndranj — Pers. 
narang (cf. late Skr. nàranga-). So orange- 
A'DE. XVIII (= F.), earlier Torangeado. 


Orange o'rind5 name of a town (Arausio in 
the ancient province of Gallia Narbonensis) 
on the Rhóne in France, which in 1530 
passed to the house of Nassau and so to the 
ancestors of William III of England (‘Wil- 
lam of O., i.e. O.-Nassau), after whom 
were named (late xvii) the O. lodges, 
Orangemen, and O. boys of an ultra-Protes- 
tant party in Ireland formally constituted 
into a secret society in 1795. The coinci- 
dence of this name with that of the fruit 
made the wearing of orange-coloured badges 
a symbol of attachment to William III and 
of membership of the O. Society. 


orang-outang órze'gutz:r large long-armed 
man-lihe ape. xvit. alt. of Malay drang 
titan jungie dweller, prob. through Du. 
orang-utang, toerangoetan (the native name 
is recorded in 1631 by Bontius, a Du. East 
Indian physician); prop. the Malay name 
for wild races of men misapplied by Euro- 
peans. @ The word has become CEur. 


orator o‘roter fadvocate xiv (Ch., Wycl. 
Bible); petitioner; (eloquent) public 
speaker xv; as a university official xvII. 
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ORATORIO 


- AN. oratour == (O)F. orateur = I.. orátó- 
rem, -dtor speaker, pleader, f. pp. stem of 
óráre, whence (or in part back-formation) 
orate órert Tplead xvi; deliver a speech 
XVIII; see -ATE?, -ATOR. S0 OfA'TION Tpeti- 
tion XIV; formal speech xvi. = L. óoratzo(n-) 
formal language, discourse, advecate’s 
speech, (eccl.) prayer; cf. ORACLE, ORISON, 
ADORE. 


oratorio oroetó:riou (mus.) composition for 
solo voices and chorus with orchestra, dra- 
matic in character and having a Scriptural 
theme. xvin. - [t. oratorio - ecclL. oóráto- 
rium ORATORY! ; so named from the musical 
performances held in the church of the 
Oratory of St. Philip Neri in Rome from the 
latter part of xvi. @ “This evening [8 Nov. 
1644] I was invited to heare rare musiq at 
the Chiesa Nova; the black marble pillars 
within led us to that most precious Oratory 
of Philippus Nerius their founder’, Evelyn. 


oratory! o'rətəri place of prayer, esp. a 
small chapel xiv; title of certain religious 
congregations in R.C.Ch. (orig. of the O. of 
St. Philip Neri established in 1564) xvii. 
~ AN. oratorie = (O)F. oratoire = Pr. ora- 
tori, Sp., It. eratorio ~ ecclL. drdtérium, sb. 
use (sc. templum temple) of n. of Grdtérius, f. 
0rdt-; see prec. and -ory?. The OF. var. 
oratour, -or, is repr. by ME. oritore (x1V), 
Sc. orator(e), -our (XIV-XVI). 


oratory’ o-roteri art of the orator, eloquent 
speaking. xvr (Sh., Sidney). -— L. drdatéria 
(Quintilian), sb. use (sc. ars art) of fem. of 
órátórius, f. orátor ; see ORATOR, -O0RY?. Hence, 
or directly f. L. orüátorius, oratoricAL 
-o'rikl xvii, which was preceded by tora- 
torial, Toratorious, Toratory (all xvi). 


orb! d1b t(old astron.) hollow sphere sur- 
rounding the earth; fcircle, ring; heavenly 
body xvi; eye-ball, eye XVII; cross-sur- 
mounted globe of the regalia xvir. =L. 
orbis ring, round surface, disc. Hence 
orbep?. xvi (Sh.). So orbi:cular circular, 
spherical. xv. = late L. orbiculãris, f. L. orbi- 
culus, dim. of orbis; see -CULE, -AR. 


orb? sib (archit.) expl. by many authorities 
as ‘blind window’, ‘blank panel’. XxIv-xvII 
(in antiquarian use x1x). — AN. orbe, AL. 
orba, perh. = sb. use of fem. of L. orbus de- 
prived, devoid (of), rel. to ORPHAN; cf. F. 
mur orbe blind wall. 


orbit bit eye-socket xvi; path of a 
heavenly body xvi. = L. orbita wheel- 
track, course, path (of the moon), in medL. 
eye-cavity, sb. use of fem. (sc. via way) of 
orbitus circular, f. orb-, orbis ORB}. 


ore dik Tferocious (sea-)monster; cetacean 
of the genus Orca. xvi. ~ F. orque or L. orca 
kind of whale (Pliny) - Gr. óruga, acc. of 
órux ORYX. 


orchard d-atfaid fruit-garden. OE. ortgeard, 
orcgeard, orée(a)rd garden, orchard = Goth. 
aurtigards garden (cf. aurtja farmer, vine- 


ORDER 


dresser, and OHG. kalorzén cultivate); 
the first element prob. repr. a var. of Germ. 
*worti- WORT! (cf. MLG. wortegarde, MHG. 
vwurz(e)garte vegetable garden) ; the second 
is YARD!. The orig. form ortgeard was to 
some extent continued in ME. and later 
ortyerd, but the developed orcherd was also 
re-analysed as orcheyerd, orchyard (x1v), and 
with assim. to L. hortus, as hortyard (xv1). 


orchestra o:1kistra (formerly str. orchestra) 
in the ancient Gr. theatre, semicircular area 
for the chorus XVII; part of a theatre, etc., 
assigned to musicians; band of musicians 
itself xviir. — L. orchéstra ~ Gr. orkhéstrd, f. 
orkheisthai dance (cf. orkhéstér, -tés dancer), 
middle voice of orkhein put in motion. 
Hence orche:strai!. xix. 


orchid ö'rkid plant of the orchis family. 
xıx (Lindley, 1845). f. modL. Orchideæ 
(Linnæus, 1751) or Orchidaceæ (Lindley), £. 
orchid-, wrongly assumed stem of L. orchis 
- Gr. orchis testicle (with cogns. in Lith., 
Av., Arm.), applied to the plants from the 
shape of the tubers in most species. 


orchil d-1tfil dye prepared from lichens xv; 
lichen Roccella xvii. - OF. orcheil, orcele, 
orseil (mod. orseille), perh. to be referred 
ult. to L. herba urceoláris plant for polishing 
glass pitchers (Pliny), f. urceolus, dim. of 
urceus pitcher (cf. URN). 


ordain didei‘n confer (holy) orders upon; 
appoint, decree; arrange, dispose. XIII. 
MEE. ordeine — AN. ordeiner = OF. ordener 
(pres. ordeine), later -oner (mod. -onner) = 
Sp. ordenar, lt. ordinare - L. Grdindre, f. 
órdin-, órdó ORDER. 


ordeal 5-1diol, d1di-l ancient mode of trial 
by subjection to a dangerous physical test 
OE.; trying experience XVIIL. OE. ordál, 
ordél (whence AL. ordálium, ordéla, -élum) 
= OFris. ordél, OS. urdéli (Du. oordeel), 
OHG. urteili (G. urteil) judgement, judicial 
decision :- Germ. *uzdailjam, corr. to OE. 
ad&lan, OS. adéljan, OHG. ar-, irteilan (G. 
urteilen) adjudge as one's share, decide, give 
judgement :- *uzdailjan share out, f. *uz- 
out -!- *dailjan (Goth. -datljan) DEAL. In 
ME. recorded only in the form ordal from 
Ch. ("I'roylus' iii 997), prob. from medL. 
orddlium ; thereafter in forms also dependent 
on medl., ordale (Lambarde), ordele 
(Spenser), until xvir, when the present form 
ordeal became current (Verstegan, ‘Restitu- 
tion of Decayed Intelligence’, 1605) through 
etymol. assoc. with DEAL?. The trisyll. pro- 
nunc., recognized by Walker (1775), is due 
to ignorance of the etymol. sense and assoc. 
with words in -EAL. @ Contains the sole 
relic in English of the Germ. prefix *uz-. 


order ó:1doi A. rank of angels; grade in the 
Christian ministry; (gen.) rank, grade; 
monastic society or fraternity XIII (o. of 
chivalry, etc. XiV) ; (archit.) system of parts 
in established proportions xv1; (math.) de- 
gree of complexity of form ; higher group of 
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animals, etc. XVIII ; B. sequence, disposition ; 
method of procedure or action XIV (in o. to, 
take o. XV1); condition of observance of law 
and usage xv; C. regulation, direction, 
mandate xvi. ME. ordre-(O)F. ordre, 
earlier ordene — L. órdinem, nom. órdó row, 
sertes, course, array, rank (of soldiers), class, 
degree, captaincy, command, (eccl.) rank in 
the Church, rel. to 6rdiri begin (cf. EXORDIUM, 
PRIMORDIAL), órnáre ADORN. Hence o-rder- 
LY! arranged in or observant of order XVI; 
charged with the conveyance or execution 
of orders xvin (0. man, officer, Tsergeant, 
hence as sb., by ellipsis). ordinar! 5'*1dinol 
T(rare) regular, orderly xiv (Wyclif); of 
numbers )( cardinal xv1; (nat. hist.) pert. to 
an order XIX. -— late L.. órdinális (Priscian), 
f. órdin-, órdó. So o:rdinal sb. book of the 
order of divine service xiv (Trevisa); form 
of ordination XVII. - medL. órdinále, n. sg. 
of 6rdindlis (cf. manual). ordinance A. 
(arch.) regular arrangement; authoritative 
direction, spec. X law, statute xiv (R. Man- 
nyng); prescribed usage XIV; B. tprovision, 
supply; spec. military supplies (now ord- 
nance) xiv. — OF. ordenance (now ordonnance) 
— medL. órdinantia, f. Grdindre ORDAIN; 
o:rdinand one about to be ordained. xix. 
ordinary d-idinari A. (eccl. and leg.) one 
having immediate jurisdiction or authority 
in juridical matters; B. book of divine 
service; C. sb. uses of the adj. from xvi. 
- AN., OF. ordinarie (later and mod. ordi- 
naire, whence ME. and Sc. ordinar) — medL. 
ordinárius (sc. judex judge, etc.), and in n. sg. 
ordinürium. So adj. belonging to the regular 
order or course; having regular jurisdiction 
xv; of the usual kind xvi. = L. érdindrius 
orderly, usual, f. drdin-, drdd ORDER; see 
-ARY. Ordina‘TION ordaining. xv. -(O)F. 
or L., f. ordindre ORDAIN. ordnance 5-:d- 
nons establishment for supply of military 
materials and stores. XVII; contr. of orde- 
nance, ORDINANCE, ordonnance systematic 
arrangement. XVII (Evelyn). F., alt. of OF. 
ordenance, after F. ordonner. 


ordure ō'idjuəs filth, dung. xıv. —(O)F. 
ordure, f. ord filthy :—- L. horridu-s HORRID; 
see -URE. 


ore ooi native mineral containing a metal 
which may be extracted from it. OE. óra 
unwrought metal (corr. to Du. oer, LG. ir, 
of unkn. origin), repr. by oor(e), oure, ure 
from XIV to XVII, which would have survived 
as *oor uar, but was superseded by the de- 
scendant of OE. dr = OS., OHG. er, ON. 
eir, Goth. aiz :- CGerm. *aiz :— *ajiz, corr. 
to L. es crude metal, bronze, money, prob. 
:*- *aj(o)s (cf. Skr. dyas ore, iron). 


Oread  $»ried mountain nymph. xvi 
(Spenser). - L. Oréad-, Oréas — Gr. Oreiad-, 
Oreids, f. óros mountain ; see -AD!. 


orfray see ORPHREY. 


organ gən in versions of the Bible and 
allusions thereto, applied to various instru- 


ments of music xii (Cursor M.); musical 
instrument consisting of pipes supplied with 
wind and sounded by keys xiv (Ch.) ; instru- 
ment or means of function xv. — OF, organe, 
orgene (mod. orgue) — Pr. orgue, Sp. órgano, 
It. organo — L. organum instrument, engine, 
musical instrument, (eccl) church organ 
—- Gr. órganon, f. IE. *corg- *werg- WORK; 
cf. ORGY. So organic dige-nik Tserving 
as an organ XVI ; pert. to organs or an organ- 
ized body xvii (chem. xix). — F. organique 
(anat. xiv) - L. organicus. o:rganisM ftor- 
ganic structure xvir (Evelyn); organized 
system or body xvnur. -F. organisme. 
o-rganisT player on an organ. xvi. -F. 
-medL. o'rganizr. xv. = (O)F. =- medi. 


organdie 5:1gondi fine translucent muslin. 
XIX. — F., of unkn. origin. 


orgasm ö'ıgæzm paroxysm of excitement. 
XVII. — F. orgasme or modL. orgasmus = Gr. 
orgasmós, f. orgân swell as with moisture, 
be excited. 


orgy 4°1d31 (pl. orgies) secret rites of the 
worship of Greek and Roman deities, etc. 
XVI ; (sg.) licentious revel xviir. orig. pl. = 
F. orgies — L. orgia ~ Gr. órgia n. pl., f. IE. 
#worg- *werg- WORK ; see -Y3. So orgia'stic. 
XVII. — Gr. orgiastikós. 


-orial 5-rial suffix combining L. -Grius -ORY ? 
and -dlis -AL1, and usu. identical in sense 
with -ory, e.g. inquisttorial, territorial, visita- 
torial; it is preferred where there is a sb. in 
-ory, e.g. purgatory | purgatorial. 


oriel 5:rial fporch; gallery, balcony, upper 
storey XIV; windowed recess projecting from 
a building Xv; o. window xviii. ME. oriole 
- OF. oriol, eurieul passage, gallery, of unkn. 
origin; so medL. oriolum (X111) porch, ante- 
room, upper chamber. («jj The name of a 
large house in Oxford (da or le Oriole x111), 
which passed to the provost and scholars of 
the House of Blessed Mary and gave its 
name to Oriel College. 


orient! j:riant adj. eastern, (hence, of 
stones) precious, excellent; sb. the East, 
eastern Jands. xiv (Maund., Ch., Gower). 
~(O)F. oritent-L. orient-, oriéns rising, 
rising sun, east, prp. of orivi rise. Cf. ORIGIN 
see -ENT. So orienta! Orie:ntol — XIV 
(Ch.). -(O)F. or L. 


orient? d:rient place so as to face the east 
XVIII; determine the bearings of; (refl) 
ascertain one’s bearings XIX, = F. orienter, 
f. orient; see prec. So, by extension with 
-ATE?, o'rientate XIX; prob. after orienta'- 
TION situation so as to face east (of a church, 
east and west), bearing or lie of a thing, 
determination of bearings xIx, which ap- 
pears to be directly f. orient vb. 


orifice oriífis mouth-like opening. xvr. 
-(O)F. orifice - late L. órificium (Macro- 
bius), f. óri-, ós mouth (see ORAL) 4- fic-, var. 
of facere make, po!. 
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oriflamme orriflem sacred banner of St. 
Denis, of red or orange-coloured silk. xv 


(also -flambe). — (O)F. oriflambe, -flamme, 
in medL. auriflamma, f. aurum gold (cf. 
AUREATE) + flamuna FLAME. 


origanum origonom wild marjoram, etc. 
xvi. L. — Gr. origanon, perh. f. óros moun- 
tain 4- gános brightness, Joy, pride ; preceded 
by organ (OE. to mod. dial.), and origan (xv) 
~ (O)F. origan. 


origin o-ridzin descent, ancestry XIV ; point 
or place of beginning. xvi. ~ F. origine or 
L. origin-, origó, f. orirz rise (see ORIENT). So 
original! ori‘d3inol pert. to origin (first of 
o. sin XIV, Shoreham); sb. Torigin ; pattern, 
exemplar Xiv; singular or eccentric person 
XVII. = (O)F. original or L. originàlis (Ap: 
puleius). origina-TION. xvi. -~ F. =- L. 
originátió derivation of words (Quintilian), 
f. pp. stem of *origindre, whence ori-- 
ginATE?. XVII. 


oriole d‘rioul name of various yellow- 
plumaged birds. xvii. - med. and modL. 
oriolus - OF. ortol — Pr. auriol, Cat. (Sp.) 
oriol :i- L. aureolu-s, f. aureus golden, f. 
aurum gold. 


Orion óraion constellation figured as a 
hunter with belt and sword. x1v. - L. — Gr. 
Oríón orig. name in Gr. myth. of a mighty 
hunter slain by Artemis. 


-orious ó'rios comp. suffix forming adjs. 
by the addition of -ous to L. -dri- of -órtus 
-oRY*, with which and -orIAL it is mainly 
synonymous, but not of like currency. 


orison o-rizan (arch.) prayer. ME. ureisun, 
oreison, oriso(u)n — AN. ur-, OF. oreison, ori- 
son (now oraison) = Pr. orazon, Sp. oracion, 
It. orazione :- L. órátio(n-) speech, ORATION. 


-orium 5'riom suffix repr. n. sg. of L. -6rius, 
used in sbs. denoting ‘place of . .’, ‘thing 
used or requisite for . .’, as in auditorium, 

crematorium, sanatorium, scriptorium, and in 

such techn. terms as haustorium sucker, 
inductorium induction coil, sensorium seat of 
sensation. Cf. -onv!. 


orle 511 (her.) band round the shield. xvr. 
—-(O)F. orle, also Tourle (cf. mod. ourlet 
hem), f. ourler hem — Pr., Sp. orlar, It. 
orlare :- Rom. *orulàre, f. *órula, dim. of 
L. óra edge, border, prob. f. ór-, ós mouth 
(see ORAL, ORIFICE). 


orlop o'-ilop (orig.) floor or deck with which 
a ship’s hold was covered in; (later) lowest 
deck. xv (overloppe). —- (M)Du. overloop, 
f. overloopen run over; see OVER-, LEAP. 


ormer mər sea-ear (edible mollusc). 
XVI. - Channel Islands F. ormer = F. 
ormier 1—- L. auris maris ‘ear of the sea’ (so 
called from its resemblance to the ear). 


ormolu 5:1moli gold leaf, gilded bronze, 
gold-coloured alloy. xviir. = F. or moulu 
*ground gold', ie. or gold (:- L. aurum), 
moulu, pp. of moudre += L. molere grind (see 
MILL). l 


ornament j-inamont tadjunct; accessory 
equipment (now only of the furnishings of 
a church); decoration, embellishment. xv. 
refash. of ornement (xiv), after L. órnámen- 
tum, f. órnüre ADORN; see -MENT. ‘The 
earlier forms (XIV) were ournement, urnement 
(xil)- AN. urnement, OF. of(u)rnement 
(mod. orne-); these competed also with 
aournement (see ADORNMENT). Hence o:rna- 
ment vb. xvii (Pope), whence o:rna- 
menta‘TION. XIX; orname:ntAr!. xvii... So 
ornATE? oinert highly embellished. xv 
(Hoccleve). — pp. of órzàre. 


ornithology dinipa:lad31 branch of zoology 
dealing with birds. xvir (Ray, 1678). 
-modL. ornithologia (Aldrovandus, 1599), 
f. Gr. ornithológos treating of birds, f. 
ornitho-, órnis bird; see ERNE, -LOGY. 
q Fuller used it for ‘the speech of birds’ 
1655. So ornitho-logist. 1677 (Plot). 


orography iro-grafi, oreography ório:- 
grofi description of mountains. XIX. f. oro-, 
oreo-, oreio-~, comb. forms of Gr. dros moun- 
tain; see -GRAPHY. So Or(e)o'LOGY. XVII. 


orotund 5-rétand marked by fullness and 
clarity of tone. xvin. f. L. phr. ore rotundo 
lit. ‘with round mouth’, with well-turned 
speech (Horace ‘Ars Poetica’ 323), with re- 
duction of ore vo- to oro-. 


orphan 5‘ifan (one) deprived of parents. 

xv (Caxton). ~late L. (Vulgate) orphanus 
~ Gr. orphands, rel. to L. orbus bereft, Arm. 
orb orphan. In earlier use (XIV) were 
Torphelin, Ttorphenin - (O)F. orphelin, tor- 
phenin (cf. Pr. orfanin) hypocoristic dim. of 
orfene, orfe = Cat. orfe, Sp. huérfano, It. 
orfano i= late L. 


orphic 5-1fik pert. to Orpheus or mysteries 
associated with him. xvu. —L. Orphicus 
— Gr. Orphikós, f. Orpheis ; see -1c. 


orphrey, orfray 3afri frich embroidery 
XIII; ornamental band on a vestment XIV. 
Falsely inferred sg. from ME. orphreis taken 
as pl. - OF. orfreis (mod. orfroi) = Pr. aur- 
fres, OSp. aurofres ~ medL. aurifrisium, alt. 
of auriphrygium gold embroidery, 1.e. aurum 
Phrygium ‘Phrygian gold’ (cf. L. Phrygia 
chlamys embroidered mantle, phrygið em- 
broiderer in gold). 


orpiment s-ipimont yellow arsenic. XIV 
(Ch.). — (O)F. orpiment, corr. to Sp. oropi- 
miento, It. orpimento — L. auripigmentum, f. 
aurum gold -- figmentum PIGMENT. 


orpin(e) 5:1pin succulent herbaceous plant 
Sedum "Telephium, livelong. xiv. — OF. 
orpine yellow arsenic, presumably shorten- 
ing of orpiment. 


Orpington d-1pinten breed of poultry. xix. 
f. name of Orpington, a town in Kent. 


orrery o'rori mechanism for representing 
the motions of the planets. xvir. Named 
after Charles Boyle, Earl of Orrery, for 
whom a copy of the machine invented by 
George Graham c.1700 was made. 
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ORRIS 
orris'! oris (root of) iris. XVI (oreys, oris, 
arras). unexpl. alt. of IRIS. 


orris? vris gold and silver lace pattern. 
XVIII (or(r)ice, -ace). poss. alt. of orfris 
ORPHREY. 


ortho- 5:1pou, 31po:, before a vowel orth-, 

comb. form of Gr. orthós (see ARDUOUS) 
straight, right, correct, in various terms 
(mostly techn., with specialized applications 
in chem., cryst., and math.). orthoepy 
óipou'ípi correct pronunciation., XVII, = 
Gr. orthoépeia (ébos word). ortho'GRAPHY 
correct spelling. xv. - (O)JF. =- L. - Gr. 


orthodox  5'poadoks according with ac- 
cepted opinion XVI; spec. epithet of the 
Eastern Church xvii. — ecclL. orthodoxus 
— Gr. orthódoxos, £. orthós straight, right (cf. 
prec.) -- dóxa opinion, f. base of dokefn seem, 
rel. to L. decet (see DECENT). So o:rtho- 
doxyx?. xvii. = late L. — late Gr. 


ortolan õ'tölən species of bunting, Embe- 
riza hortulana. xvir. = F. ortolan (Cotgr. 
1611) - Pr, ortolan gardener = L. hortulānus, 
f. hortulus (pl. garden grounds), dim. of 
hortus garden (cf. YARD?). 


orts outs (pl) fragments of food left over, 
scraps. XV. — (with pl. sufhx) MLG. ort-e 
refuse of food = early modDu. Ttoorazte (cf. 
Sw. dial. ordte refuse fodder, LG. orten, 
verorten leave remains of food or fodder), 
perh. f. o(o)r- out (as in ORDEAL) H- etez EAT. 


-ory’ ori earlier -orie~ AN. -orie — (O)F. 
-oire, repr. L. -dria, -drium, f. and n. of 
-ürius -ORY?, used sb. to denote a room or 
an instrument, as ambulatory, directory, 
dormitory, lavatory,  oratory,  refectory, 
repository, supposttory, but sometimes with 
other applications, as in promontory, terri- 
tory; in priory, rectory it is formed on a sb. 
in -OR? with -v?. Q The groups glory, 
history, memory, victory, and allegory, cate- 
gory have a separate history; the ending of 
the plant names fumitory, peilitory is due to 
alteration. 


-Ory? ori adj. suffix repr. L. -drius, f. -dria, 
n, -drium (partly through F. -orie), primarily 
f. agent-nouns in -d7- -OR'-+-ius -10US, as 
in amatory, dilatory, initiatory, monitory, 
satisfactory, supplicatory; later extended, 
as in compulsory, illusory, perfunctory., Cf. 
-ORIAL, -ORIOUS, 


oryx o'riks species of antelope. xiv. = L. 
oryx = Gr. órux stonemason's pickaxe, ap- 
plied to an antelope or gazelle having 
pointed horns; perh. rel. to ROUGH; cf. ORC. 


Oscan oskon pert. to (the ITALIC language 
of) the Osci (e.g. in Campania). £f. L. Oscus 
(Osca lingua, Varro), adj. of Osci, earlier 
Obsci, Opsci, Opict (Gr. Opikot, O’skoi); see 
-AN. Orsco=-, comb. form, as in Osco- 
Umbrian. 


OSO-BERRY 


— —— 


oscillate o-sileit swing backwards and for- 
wards. XVIII. f. pp. stem (see -ATE?) of L. 
oscilláre, £. oscillum little mask of Bacchus 
hung from the trees, especially in vineyards, 
so as to be easily moved by the wind (see 
Virgil ‘Georgics’ 11 387 ff.), dim. of os face 
(see ORAL) ; (or back-formation from) oscil- 
la:ri0N. xvi - I. 


oscitant ositont gaping from drowsiness. 
XVII. — prp. of L. oscitáre gape, acc. to some 
f. ös mouth + citdre put in motion ; see ORAL, 
CITE, -ANT. So OSCita:TION. xvi, ~ L. 


osculate o'skjuleit kiss; (techn.) bring or 
come into close contact. XVII. f. pp. stem 
of L. ósculàri kiss, f. osculum little or pretty 
mouth (cf. -CULE), kiss, hvpocoristic dim. of 
ós mouth ; see ORAL, -ATE?. So oscula TION. 
XVII. — L. 


-0se! ous suffix repr. L. -ósus, forming 
adjs. from sbs. with the meaning ‘full of’, 
‘abounding in’, e.g. annõsus full of years (f. 
annus year), jocósus JOCOSE, mórósus MOROSE, 
verbósus VERBOSE. The corr. sbs. end in 
-OSITY o'síiti, repr. EF. -osité, L.. -ositds. Cf. 
-OUS. 


-08e? ous (chem.) suffix originating in the 
final syll. of GLUCOSE and used to form names 
of related carbohydrates, as cellulose, dex- 
trose, levose. 


osier ou'ziar species of willow, the pliant 
branches of which are used for basketwork. 
xIv. —(O)F. osier, m. form corr. to fem. 
(dial.) ostére :- medL. auséria (vix), which 
has been referred to Gaulish *auesd river- 
bed (whence Breton aoz). 


-Osis ou'sis terminal el. of many ancient and 
modL. terms derived from or modelled on 
Gr. terms in -dsis, which were primarily 
based on vbs. in -óein (-on) but were later 
formed directly on sbs. and adjs., e.g. anchy- 
losis, chlorosis, cyanosis, metamorphosis, 
sclerosis, thrombosis corr, adjs. end in -OTIC. 


=ọsity ə'siti see -OSE!, -OUS, and -ITY. 
Osmanli oz-, osme'nli see OTTOMAN. XIX. 


osmium  ozmiom (chem.) metal of the 
platinum group, distinguished by a pungent 
smell. xrx (S. ‘Tennant, 1804). f. Gr. osmé 
ODOUR +- -IUM. 


osmund! o'zmond, o's- superior quality of 

iron imported from Baltic regions. XIII. 
ME. osemond, prob. - MLG. osemunt, re- 
inforced later from OSw. osmunder, ODa. 
osmund ; of unkn. origin. 


osmund?* o'zmond, o:s- flowering fern. xv. 
— AN. osmunde, (O)F. osmonde, of unkn. 
origin. 


oso-berry ouwsouberi blue-black fruit of 
western N. Amer. Nuttallia cerasiformis. 
XIX. f. Sp. oso bear :- L. ursu-s (cf. ARCTIC) 
+ BERRY. 
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OSPREY 


OTTER 





osprey o'spri sea-eagle, fish-hawk xv; egret 
plume xix. — OF. ospres, repr. obscurely L. 
ossifraga OSSIFRAGE. € In modF. orfraie, 
toffraie (xv1), which is also unexplained. 


Oosseous osios pert. to bone. xviu. f. L. 
osseus, f. oss, os bone (:- *ost-), rel. to Skr. 
dsthi, Gr. ostéon OSTEO- ; see -EOUS. 


ossifrage osifreid3 lammergeyer; osprey. 
XVII. = sb. uses of L. osszfragus, -fraga bone- 
breaking, f. osst-, os bone (see prec.) 4- *frag-, 
break (see FRAGMENT). Q Identification of 
Pliny’s ossifraga with the lammergeyer is 
held to be supported by this bird’s alleged 
habit of dropping bones from a great height 
in order to break them. Cf. OSPREY. 


ossify o-sifai become or convert into bone. 
XVIII. — F. ossifier, f. L. ossi-, os bone; see 
OSSEOUS, -IFY. SO O:SSÍFICA'TION. XVII. 


ossuary o'sjuori charnel-house, bone-urn. 
xvii (Sir T. Browne). - late L. ossuárium, 
f. ossu, var. of oss, os bone (see OSSEOUS), -ARY. 


ostensible oste-nsibl +that may be shown; 
Tconspicuous; exhibited as actual and 
genuine. XVIII =F. ostensible - medL. 
ostensibilis, f. ostens-, pp. stem of ostendere, 
f. obs- oB--|-tendere stretch; see TENSION, 
-IBLE. So oste:nsoRY! monstrance. XIX 
(earlier in foreign forms ostensorio, -orium, 
-0ir) -— medL. ostensórium. oOstentA:'TION 
display. xv. -(O)F. - L. £. ostentare, fre- 
quent. of ostendere. 


osteo- o'stiou, ostio comb. form of Gr. 
ostéon bone (see OSSEOUS, OSTRACISM), as in 
osteo'LoGY science of bones. xvii. - modL. 
osteologia; o:steopath, osteo-pathy (orig. 
U.S.), c.1890, after homaopath, allopath. 


ostiary ostiori door-keeper (one of the 
minor clerical orders). xv. -L. dstidrius 
(also used in Eng.), f. ostium opening, river 
mouth, door, f. ós mouth ; see ORAL, -ARY. 


ostler oslor (an earlier pronunc. ou:sloi 
survives in the surname Osler) stable-man, 
groom. XV. var. sp. of HOSTLER, restricted 
since XVI to this sense. 


ostmen oustmen (pl.) invaders or settlers 
from Denmark and Norway in Iceland and 
Ireland. xv. - ON. Austmenn, pl. of Aust- 
maðr; see EAST, MAN, 


ostracism  o'strosizm method of banish- 
ment in ancient Greece by voting with pot- 
sherds or tiles on which the name of the 
person proposed to be banished was written. 
XVI. = F. ostracisme or modL. ostracismus 
~ Gr. ostrakismds, f. ostrakizein (whence 
o'stracizE xvii), f. dstrakon shell, tile, pot- 
sherd, rel. to ostakds crustacean, ostéon bone, 
óstreon OYSTER; See OSTEO-, -ISM. 


ostreger  o'stridior, ostringer  -indsaoi 
(arch.) keeper of goshawks. xiv. - OF. 
ostruchier, austruchier, based on  ostour 


(mod. autour) hawk :- Gallo-Rom. auceptore, 
alt. form (by assoc. with L. avis bird) of 


acceptore, for L. accipiter, perh. parallel to 
Gr. ókii|pteros swift-winged. €] In xvii also 
a(u)stringer. 


ostrei- o'stri (also ostreo-) comb. form 
of L. ostrea, ostreum OYSTER, as in o'strei- 
CU:ltURE. XIX. 


ostrich o:strit{ the largest of existing birds, 
Struthio camelus. xni. ME. ostrice, -iche, 
-ige — OF. ostrice, -iche, -usce (mod. autru- 
che), corr. to Sp. avestruz, Pg. abestruz :- 
Rom. *avuistriithius, f. L. avis bird-+-late L. 
strüthió — Gr. strouthión ostrich, f. strouthós 
sparrow, ostrich. d In class. Gr. called orpov- 
Bós, ó néyas arpovÜos, and erpovÜokápmos. 


Ostrogoth ostrougop East Goth. XVII, 
-late L. pl. Ostrogothi, f. Germ. *austro-, 
whence OHG., OS. óstar, ON. austr east- 
ward (see EAST) -- L. Gothus GoTH. 


-Ot ot, -ote out repr. F. -ote, L. -óta, Gr. 
-otés, expressing nativity in ancient Gr. 
names, as Epirot epaio:rot, Gr. Epeirótés, 
native of Epirus, in mod. names (normally 
with -ote) of inhabitants of certain places in 
or near Greece, as Candiote, Cypriot(e), 
Sultote. @ The form -ot occurs in the com- 
mon nouns HELOT, IDIOT, PATRIOT, ZEALOT. 


other a‘do1 tone of two; the remaining 
(orig. one of two); existing besides OE.; 
different (as in ANOTHER) XIII. OE. óper — 
OFris. óther, OS. ðar, andar, OHG. andar 
(Du., G. ander), ON. annarr, Goth. anpar 
:- CGerm. *anperaz = JE. *dnteros (compar. 
formation with *-zeros), whence the orig. 
sense of alternation (cf. ALTER) ; parallel to 
Skr. dntaras different, Lith. afitras, OPruss. 
antars, based on *an- as in Skr., Av. anyas 
other. Hence o'ther-wisE (OE. on opre 
wisan; cf. ON. gdruvis). 


-Otic o:tik repr. ult., through F. -otique, L. 
-6ticus, Gr. -dtikds, f. sbs. in -dtes -OT, -OTE, 
adjs. in -ótos, f. vbs. in -dein, -oán, and so 
rel. to sbs. in -0Sis, e.g. hypnotic and hypnosis, 
sclerotic and sclerosis. Of different forma- 
tion in Gr. are demotic, erotic, exotic ; a mod. 
analogical formation is chaotic on chaos. 


otiose ouwu[ious of no practical effect xvii 
(Paley); (arch.) unemployed xix. -L. 
otiosus. f. otium leisure (cf. NEGOTIATE) ; see 
-OSE. @ Earlier were Totious xvu (- OF. 
ocieus), otio:sity xv (Caxton) - OF. 


Ooto- outou comb. form of Gr. ót-, oíis EAR!. 
XIX. 


ottava rima ota':va rima (pros.) It. stanza of 
eight 11-syllable lines rhyming abababcc. 
xIx. It., ‘eighth rhyme’ (see OCTAVE, RHYME; 
cf. TERZA RIMA). 


otter o:'tor aquatic mammal Lutra vulgaris. 
OE. otr, ot(t)or = MLG., Du. otter, OHG. 
ottar (G. otter), ON. otr :- CGerm. (not in 
Goth.) *otraz :—- IE. *udros, repr. by Skr. 
udrás, Gr. húdros water-snake, húýdrā HYDRA, 
Lith. zdra, OSI. vydra, f. *ud- *wed- *wod- 
(see WATER). 
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otto o'tou unexpl. alt. of ottar, otter, vars. 
of Pers. attar ATTAR. XVII. 


ottoman o-tomen cushioned seat of the sofa 
type. XIX. — F. ottomane (xviu), fem. of 
ottoman, adj. of next. 


Ottoman əv'təmən pert. to the Turkish 
dynasty founded c.1300 by Othman (Os- 
man); Turkish, Turk. xvir (earlier Otho- 
man, Ottoman; Byron has Othman). -F. 
Ottoman, It. Ottomano, medL. Ottomdnus, 
medGr. Othémdnot, f. Arab. sothmdnzi, f. 
eothman; Osman, the Turk. pronunc. of 
Othman + Turk. adj. suffix -li gives OSMANLI. 


oubliette ūblie't secret dungeon. XIX 
(Scott). F., f. oublier forget = Pr., Cat. 
oblidar, Sp., Pg. olvidar, Rum. uità 1 Rom. 
*oblitàre, f. oblit-, ppl. stem of oblivisci; see 
OBLIVION, -ETTE. 


ouch autí (arch.) clasp, brooch (in A.V., 
Ex. xxviti 11, etc.). ME. ouche, arising from 
misdivision of a nouche (cf. adder) — OF. 
nosche, nouche ~ OFrank. (== OHG.) nuskja 
buckle, clasp, perh. of Celtic origin. 


ought! 5t am bound, was bound, should be 
bound or obliged. OE. dhte, pt. ind. and 
subj. of dgan OWE; (literally) owed as a duty; 
(through the subj. use) should owe as a duty, 
passing into ind. use expressing (present or 
past) obligation, duty, or propriety. 


ought? ot illiterate alt. of NOUGHT in the 
sense ‘cipher’, ‘zero’, arising from mis- 
dividing a nought as an ought. x1x (Dickens). 


ouija wid;a, wrjà (in spiritualism) o. board, 
one lettered with an alphabet for obtaining 
messages. XX. f. F. ou: yes-l- G. ja yes. 


ounce! auns unit of weight (45; of a pound 
troy, yẹ avoirdupois). xiv (R. Mannyng). 
ME. unce- OF. unce (mod. once) — Pr. 
onsa, Sp. onza, It. oncia, tonsa (see OZ.) 
L.. uncia twelfth part of a pound or foot (cf. 
INCH), f. &ánus ONE, prob. intended orig. to 
express a unit. 


ounce? auns tlynx xii; mountain panther 
xvii (Goldsmith). —- AN. *unce, OF. once, 
beside lonce (the | of which was taken for the 
def. art.), corr. to It. lonza, repr. Rom. 
*luncia, f. lync-, lynx LYNX (cf. L. lynceus 
lynx-eyed). 


our auo1i pert. to US. A. g. pl. (‘of us’) of the 
Ist pers. pron. OE. &àre (üsser, üser) = 
OFris., OS. Zser, OHG. unsér, ON. war, 
Goth. unsara. B. as pron. adj. OE. tire (de- 
clined like adjs. in -e) = OFris. tse, OS. 
unsa (Du. onze, ons), OHG. unsér (G. unser), 
ON. varr, Goth. unsar. Hence ours auoiz 
ME. res (Xur, Cursor M.); repl. Tour (OE. 
ure to XVII); ourn (Wycl. to mod. dial); 
OUrSE'LF XIV, repl. usse/f ; with pl. inflexion, 
ourse'luen, ourselves XIV. 


«Our! ər the older form in many agent- 
nouns in -OR!, surviving in SAVIOUR. 


-our? o1 surviving spelling in British use 


(as against U.S. -or) in several sbs. in -on?, 
v.z. ardour, candour, clamour, colour, dolour, 
favour, fervour, honour, labour, odour, ran- 
cour, rigour, rumour, savour, splendour, 
tumour, valour, vigour. Q The ending in 
the following has a different origin: arbour, 
armour, demeanour, glamour, parlour, suc- 
cour; behaviour is a special case. 


ourali var. of WOURALI. 
-ous əs adj. suffix denoting ‘characterized 


by’, ‘having the quality of’, ‘full of’, ‘abound- 
ing in’, repr. ult. L. -dsus, -ósa, -Gsum (cf. 
-OSE!) ; first appearing as -os, -us - AN., OF. 
-os, -us, mod. -eux (e.g. covettos, coveitus 
COVETOUS) = Sp., It. -ose. The vowel being 
identified with the repr. of OE. & was, like 
it, spelt ou, the form -ous being thus esta- 
blished from c.1300, its pronunc. passing 
from ü through u and a weakened var. of 
this to the present o. 

The addition of -ous to L. stems of many 
types became the commonest mode of 
anglicizing L. adjs. ending in -eus, -ius, -uus, 
-dci-, -Oci-, -endus, -ulus, -órus, etc., e.g. 
aqueous, atrocious, nefarious, stupendous, 
garrulous, and of forming adjs. directly 
from sbs. of all origins; see also -EOUS, 
-IOUS, -UOUS ; rel. sbs. have -OsITyY. 

In chem. -ous indicates a larger proportion 
of the element denoted by the stem than the 
termination -ic, as cuprous oxide, ferrous 
salts, sulphurous acid. 


ousel, ouzel ū'z(ə)l blackbird. OE. ðsle 


(:- *amsle) — OHG. amusla, amsala (G. 
amsel) ; see MERLE. 


oust aust dispossess XVI; turn out, eject 


XVII. = AN. ouster = OF. oster (mod. ôter) 
take away, remove = Pr. ostar :- L. obstare 
oppose, hinder (see OBSTACLE). So ou'stER® 
(leg.) ejection from a possession. xvI. — law 
F. ouster, sb. use of the vb. 


out aut adv. of motion or position beyond 


certain limits; with many transf. and fig. 
applications. OE. ut = OFris., OS. at (Du. 
uit) OHG. üz (G. aus), ON. út, Goth. Zt; 
CGerm. adv. rel. to Skr. prefix ud- out (cf. 
Gr. hústeros later 1 *udteros). ‘The comp. 
prep. out of au'tov (lit. forth or proceeding 
from within; hence, not in or inside) de- 
scends from OE. üt of = OS. ñt af (see oF). 
OE. ätan(e), ME. uten, is continued in BUT 
and WITHOUT. As adj., of restricted use (cf. 
outhouse, OUTSIDE, out isles, outsize, and 
out-). As sb. chiefly in techn. uses XVIII. 
As vb. OE. tian = OF ris. utia, OHG. uzdn; 
newly formed xiv (Ch.) and later. out-and- 
out completely xiv; adj. xix. Hence out- 
and-outer! perfect or extreme one of its 
kind. xix. 'lhe compar. formed with -ER? 
(outter, c.1400) superseded UTTER in certain 
uses (cf. OUTMOST); hence Tou°termore XIV; 
ou'terMOST XVI, after innermost, uppermost. 


Out- aut repr. OE. zt-, found in some thirty 


comps. meaning chiefly ‘outward(s)’, ‘out- 
lying’, ‘foreign’, ‘exterior, external’, much 
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increased in number and extended in ap- 
plication, in ME. and later; e.g. on the 
model of OE. zthealf outward side are out- 
side, outskirts, outline; = ‘outside the pre- 
mises or area’, as in outhouse, outland (OE. 
utland); = ‘external’, as out-patient; on intr. 
verbal phrases such as break out, cry out, fit 
out, lay out, look out were formed outbreak, 
outcry, outfit, outlay, outlook; on trans. 
verbal phrases in the sense ‘exceed or go 
beyond a person or thing in something’, as 
outbid, outdo, outgrow, outlast, outline, out- 
run; out-Herod (Sh. ‘Hamlet’ 111 ii 16) ex- 
ceed Herod in violence; so e.g. out-Nero 
Nero; outstrip (xv1) is based on an obs. vb. 
meaning ‘move swiftly’; similarly with sbs., 
as outwit, out-general; with prepositional 
sense, as outdoor XVIII. 


outing au‘tin ftexpedition xıv (Barbour); 
texpulsion (Promp. Parv.); (orig. dial.) air- 
ing, excursion xiX (Clare). Partly f. out vb., 
partly f. the adv. 





outlander au-tlends: foreigner XVII; in 
S. Africa, alien inhabitant xix. Cf. Du. uit- 
lander, G. ausländer. 


outlaw au'tló one put outside the protection 
of the law. Late OE. atlaga — ON. útlagi, f. 
utlagr outlawed, banished, f. zt ouT+ *lagu, 
log LAW. So ou:tlaw vb. Late OE. utlagian. 
owtlawny. xiv; in AN. utlagerie, -larie, 
AL. utlagaria, -eria (f. utlaga x1). 


outmost au‘tmoust, -məst outermost. XIV 
(Wycl. Bible). alt. of utmest (see UTMOST). 


outrage au‘treid3 Tintemperance, excess, 

extravagant, violent action; violent injury. 
Xnl. -(OJ)F. outrage — Pr. oltratge, Sp. 
ultraje, It. oltraggio :- Rom. *ultraticum, 
f. L. ultrà beyond; see ULTRa-, -AGE. So 
ou:trage vb. XIV. Outra:geoUs. XIV. 
— OF. outrageus (mod. -eux). 


outré ü-trei, ||utre out-of-the way, eccen- 
tric, extravagant. XVIII (Richardson, Field- 
ing). F., pp. of outrer tgo beyond due limits, 
f. outre = L. ultrà (cf. ULTRA). 


outrecuidance ütrokwi-dons (arch.) arro- 
gance, presumption. xv. —(O)F. outre- 
cuidance, f. outrecuider, f. outre beyond 
(t- L. ultrá) -- cuider think (:—- L. cógitáre) ; 
See ULTRA-, COGITATE, -ANCE. €[ Revived by 
Scott. 


outrigger au'tri:go1 (naut.) in various senses 
preceded by, and perh. an alt., by assoc. 
with RIG, of toutligger (xv) ‘outlier’ (f. OUT 
+lig-ON. liggja LIE). Q Du. uitlegger 
guard-ship is later in appearance and has 
not the same meanings. 


outright autrait (str. variable) Tstraight 
onward, straightway XIII; to the full, com- 
pletely xiv. f. OUT adv., RIGHT adv. 


outsIDE autsaid (str. variable) sb. xvr; adj. 
XVII; adv. and prep., for o. of XVIII; hence 
outsi-dER! (1800, Jane Austen). 


OUtsKIRT au‘tsk5it xvi (sg. Spenser: pl. 
Clarendon). The outer border. 
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outspan au‘tspen (S. Afr) unyoke, un- 


OVER- 





harness. XIX. — Du. uitspannen, f. uit oUT4- 
spannen stretch, SPAN?, put horses to. 


outspoken (str. variable) orig. Sc. that is 


given to speaking out or plainly. xix. See 
SPOKEN. 


ouzel see OUSEL. 
oval ou'v(ə) egg-shaped. xvr (Dee). 


-medL. välis, f. L. óvum EGG; see -AL!. 
Cf. F. toval (Rabelais). So ovaTE? ou'veit. 
XVIII. = L. 


ovary ou'vori female organ of reproduction. 


Xvil (Sir T. Browne) - modL. óvárium 
(whence also F. ovaire 1690); see -ARY. 


ovation ouver[on (in ancient Rome) lesser 


triumph Xxvr; Texultation xvir ; enthusiastic 
applause xIx. — L. ovdtid(n-), f. ovdre cele- 
brate a (lesser) triumph, perh. f. Gr. euoi, 
exultant cry at the Bacchanalia ; see -ATION. 


oven a‘vn tfurnace; receptacle for food to 


be cooked by radiating heat. OE. ofen = 
OF ris., (M)LG., (M)Du. oven, OHG. ovan 
(G. ofen), ON. ofn, ogn, Goth. *auhns (acc. 
sg. auhn) = CGerm. *oywnaz s— *ukw(h)nos 
(cf. Gr. ipnds oven, furnace, Skr. ukhds 
cooking-pot, L. aulla (:— *auksla) pot, dim. 
auxilla) ; cf. OE. ofnet small vessel. 


over ouvor adv. (also prep. in corr. senses) 


above (now only in spec. uses); to or on the 
other side; above a certain quantity OE.; 
excessively, too XIII; through the whole éx- 
tent XIV; gone by, done with (xiv) xvii. OE. 
ofer — OFris. over, OS. obar (Du. over), 
OMG. obar, OHG. ubar prep., ubiri adv. 
(G. über, also, from MG., ober), ON. yfir, 
Goth. ufar :- CGerm. *uber: (LG. and MG. 
favouring the vowel o, the rest u):- IE. 
*uperi, compar. formation (cf. Skr. upári, 
Av. upairi, Gr. hupér, L. s|uper ; see HYPER-, 
SUPER-) on *upó from under towards (see 
SUB-). over adj. ME. ouere (XIII) began as 
a graphic var. of uuere (with o for u before u) 
:- OE. ufer(r)a, yfer(r)a, -e (:- *ubar, *ubi- 
rózo-), which is directly repr. by dial. uvver; 
superseded in gen. use by the advb. form. 


over- ouvoi repr. OE. ofer-, comb. form of 


prec., of which there are some 300 comps. 
illustrating several senses and having many 
of them parallels in other Germ. langs.; the 
number was increased in ME. and later 
periods, with modifications and develop- 
ments of the primary meanings. The chief 
senses are ‘situated above’, ‘upper’, ‘in ex- 
cess’, ‘extra’, ‘lying, extending, or moving 
across’, ‘passing over a limit or an obstacle’, 
‘beyond in degree or quality’, ‘covering 
a surface’, ‘with dominating or damaging 
influence or effect’; ‘with disturbance of 
situation’, as overbalance (xv1), overcast 
(XIII), overset (XVI), overturn (XIV), OVER- 
WHELM; special uses are those in overhear 
hear without intention (distinct from OE. 
oferhieran not to listen to); overlook look 
over and beyond and so not to see or notice 


OVERALL 






(distinct from oversee, OE. oferséon survey, 
(later) inspect, superintend); OVERTAKE; 
overcoat (1807 W. Irving) and overshoe 
(c.1850) are orig. U.S. and are prob. render- 
ings of the corr. G. or Du. words. 





overall ou:vorol outer covering or garment. 
xvii. f. OVER prep.--ALL sb.; partly after 
F. surtout (XVII) SURTOUT. 


overplus ou'vərplas. xıv (Trevisa). Partial 
tr. of (O)F. surplus SURPLUS. 


overt oi vàrt. topen, uncovered xrv (Ch.); 
open to view or knowledge xiv (occas. before 
xvI). — OF. overt (mod. ouvert), pp. of ovrir 
(ouvrir) open i= L. aperire. 


OVerTA:KE come up with, catch up XIN 
(AncrR.); come upon suddenly xiv. f. 
OVER- TAKE; superseding Toftake (Las5.), 
with which cf. OE. offaran, offéran, ofridan. 


O'VerTONE (acoustics, mus.) harmonic. XIX. 
— G. oberton (Helmholtz), for oberpartialton 
*upper partial tone'. 


overture ou‘voitfuar topening, aperture 
XIV; opening of negotiations xv ; (Sc.) formal 
motion in an assembly xvi; (mus.) orchestral 
piece forming the introduction to a work 
XVI. — OF. overture (now ouverture) :— 
L. apertūra APERTURE, With infl. from ouvrir 
open. 


overweening ouvarwi'nin presumption, 
arrogance. xiv (R. Mannyng). f. ovEm-, 
WEEN, -ING! ; prob. after OUTRECUIDANCE. 


overwhelm ouverme'lm (dial.) upset. XIV 
(R. Mannyng); overcome, overpower XVI. 
f. ovER- --- WHELM (which survives otherwise 
only in poet. and arch. use). 


ovi-? ou-vi comb. form of L. ovum EGG}, as 
in o*viDUCT (XVIII). 


Oovi-? ou':vi comb. form of L. ovis sheep (see 
EWE), as in (joc.) ovicide sheep-slaughter 
(Barham). 


ovine ou'vain pert. to sheep. XIX. — late L. 
ovinus, f. ovis; see EWE, -INE!. 


ovo- ou'vou used irreg. for ovi-i. xix. 


ovoid ou-void egg-shaped. xix. — F. ovoide 
(Buffon) - modL. óvoides, f. óvum EGG! ; see 
-OID. So ovoi:dar!. XVIII. 


ovolo ouvolou (archit.) convex moulding 
the section of which is a quarter-circle or 
ellipse. xvi. — It. ovolo, dim. of tovo, 
uovo t= L. óvum EGG!. 


ovule ou'vjůūl! (bot.) rudimentary seed; 

(zool.} unfertilized ovum. xIx. = F. ovule 
(Mirbel 1808) - modL. óvulum, dim. of L.. 
óvum (EGG); see -ULE. 


ovum ou:vom egg (female reproductive cell). 
XVIII. L., EGG?. 


owe ou fA, have, own OE.; B. have to pay 
XII; C. have as a duty or obligation xir; D. 
cherish, entertain Xiv; have to ascribe or 
attribute XVI. OE. agan, pres. dh, pt. àhte — 


OXONIAN 





OFris. dga, ách, áchte, OS. égan, &h, ehta, 
OHG. eigan, eig, ON. eiga, d, átta, Goth. 
aigan, ath, athta; CGerm. perfect-pres. vb. 
(cf. CAN!, DARE, MAY?); f. *aiz- :- IE. *oik- 
*ik-, repr. also by Skr. -if possess, own). 
The orig. conjugation has been repl. by a 
new one (owed XIV) based directly on the inf., 
and the orig. pt. has become a distinct word 
(ouGHT?) having lost immed. connexion with 
owe. Cf. own. In the meaning ‘have to pay’ 
owe superseded shall. A special use of the 
prp. OWING? is in the sense ‘attributable to’ 
(xvii), whence the advb. owing to because of 
(xix, Scott). 


owelty ou: olti (leg.) equality. xvi. ~= AN. 
otelté, f. OF. owel :- L. zequdlis EQUAL; see 
-TY. 


owl au! nocturnal bird of prey. OE. ule = 
OLG. *üla (MLG., MDu. üle, Du. uil), ON. 
ugla 3 *uwwalðn, parallel with *uwwilōn, 
repr. by OHG. wila (MHG. iule, G. eule). 
For the imit. origin cf. L. ulula, perh. f. vb. 
ululáre howl; also L. b%b0, Gr. buds, büza. 
Hence owlet. xvi. Q Forms with initial 
h are ME. hule (xu), houlet (xv); cf. OS. 
hiio, OHG. hüwo (G. dial. uhu). 


own oun pert. to oneself or itself. OE. dgen 
= OFris. égen, éin, OS. égan, OHG. eigan 
(Du., G. eigen), ON. eiginn = CGerm. (exc. 
Gothic) *azzanaz, adj. use of the pp. of 
OWE, prop. ‘possessed’, ‘owed’. Hence own 
vb. OE. dgnian (so OHG. eiganen, G. 
eignen, ON. eigna) Ttake possession of; hold 
as one’s own OE. (disused XIV-XVI exc. as 
repr. in OW*nER! (xiv), whence revived XVII 
by back-formation); acknowledge as one's 
own, as true or valid, etc. XVII. 


ox əks pl. oxen ə'ksn bovine animal, esp. 
castrated male of the domestic species. OE. 
oxa = OFris. oxa, OS., OHG. ohso (Du. os, 
G. ochse) ON. uxi, oxi, Goth. auhsa :- 
CGerm. *oyson i= IE. *uksin-, repr. also 
by W. ych, pl. ychyn, OIr. oss stag, Skr. 
ukshdn ox, bull, cattle; the ult. relations are 
unkn. @ The only sb. in gen. use that re- 
tains the orig. weak pl. (OE. -an). 


oxalic oksz-lik epithet of a poisonous sour 
acid existing in the form of salts in wood- 
sorrel, etc. xviir. — F. oxalique (de Morveau 
and Lavoisier, ‘Nomenclature Chimique’, 
1785), f. L. oxalis (Pliny) - Gr. oxalís wood- 
sorrel (Dioscorides), f. oxus sour, acid (cf. 
OXYGEN); see -IC. 


oxide o'ksaid compound of oxygen with 
another element or with an organic radical. 
XVIII. — F. oxide (de Morveau and Lavoisier, 
1787), now oxyde, f. oxygène OXYGEN + -ide, 
after acide ACID. The sp. oxid (now U.S.) 
was suggested by assoc. with acid. See prec. 


Oxonian oksounion pert. to Oxford, esp. 
toits university. XVI. f. Oxonmia, latinization 
of OE. Ox(e)naford, ME. Oxen(e)ford, f. 
oxan, g. pl. of OX-++ FORD; see -IAN. 
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oxslip okslip flowering herb, hybrid be- 
tween cowslip and primrose. OE. oxanslyppe, 
f. oxan, g. sg. of oxa ox-+slyppe slimy or 
viscous dropping (see COWSLIP). 


OXy- oksi repr. oxu-, comb. form of Gr. 
oxus sharp, pungent, ACID, used in many 
scientific terms, in chem. repr. oxygen. 


oxygen oa‘ksidjan (chem.) colourless in- 
visible gas, the most abundant of the ele- 
ments. XVIII ~ F. oxygène, intended to 
mean ‘acidifying principle’ (acid-producer), 
f. Gr. oxiis (see prec. +--géne -GEN. The form 
used as sb. in de Morveau and Lavoisier’s 
‘Nomenclature Chimique’, 1787, was oxi- 
géne; this repl. oxygéne (1786), short for 
princibe oxygéne (1785-6), which had suc- 
ceeded to Principe oxygine (1777). 


oxymoron  oksimo:ron (rhet) figure in 

which contradictory terms are conjoined. 
XVII. - Gr. oximóron, n. sg. of oxuümoóros 
pointedly foolish, f. oxis (see oxv-) J- mórós 
foolish (cf. MORON), 


oxytone o'ksitoun (Gr. gram.) having the 

acute accent on the last syllable. xvitt. 
-modL. oxytonus — Gr. oxütonos, f. oxiüs 
sharp, acute (see oxv-)J-£ónos TONE. So 
paro: xytone p&r- / proparo:xytone prou- 
por- having an acute accent on the penulti- 
mate / antepenultimate syllable respectively. 
XVIII. 


oy, oe o1 (Sc.) grandchild. xv (0). — Gael* 
ogha, odha (6°a) = Olr. au descendant, Ir* 
tia grandson. 


oyer orozi (leg.) in full o. and terminer ‘hear 
and determine’, commission to hear and 
judge indictments. xv. — AN.oyer (Britton) 
= OF. oir (mod. ouir) :- L. audire hear (see 
AUDIENCE). See -ER*. 


oyez, oyes ouje’s call to command atten- 
tion, as by a public crier or a court officer. 
XV (oyas, o5es, oyes). ~ AN., OF. otez, oyez 
hear ye!, imper. pl. of oir (see prec.) ; identi- 
fied with O yes since xv, and often so written. 

oyster oi-sta1 edible bivalve mollusc. xiv. 
ME. oistre — OF. oistre, uistre (mod. huitre) 
= Pr. Sp. ostra, It. Tostrea - L. ostrea 
(whence also OE. óstre, (M)Du. oester, ON. 
ostra; G. auster being from LG.), also 
ostreum from Gr. óstreon, rel. to ostéon bone 
(cf. osrEo-), óstrakon (cf. OSTRACIZE). 


oz symbol for oUNCE!. xvi. = It. öz, abbrev. 
of onza, pl. onze. 


ozokerit(e) ouzou'korit, -ait, ozocerit(e) 
o(u)zo:sorit, -ə'kərit, -ait;  ouzosio'rait, 
-kio:rait aromatic waxlike fossil resin. XIX. 
- G. ozokerit (Glocker, 1833), f. Gr. dzein 
smell -+ kérds beeswax ; see -ITE. 


ozone ouzou'n, ou'zoun (chem.) allotropic 
oxygen, Os. XIX. =~ G. ozon (C. F. Schön- 
bein, 1840) — Gr. ózon, n. prp. of ózein smell, 
rel. to odmé ODOUR; thus F-. ozone; so named 
from its peculiar smell. 


P 


pa, pabouch see PAPA, PAPOOSH. 


pabulum pz-bjtilom food, nutriment. XVIL. 
- L. pabulum (:—- *pādhlom), f. base *pã- of 
pascere, pt. pavi feed, PASTURE. 


paca pe-ka large rodent of Central and S. 
America. XVII. = Sp., Pg. paca — Tupi paca 
(cf. Guarani paig). 


pace! peis step; rate of progression; Tstep 
of a stair, floor raised by a step (surviving in 
FOOTPACE, HALF-PACE) ; {mountain pass XIII. 
ME. pas, paas - (O)F. pas - L. passu-s step, 
pace, lit. ‘stretch (of the leg)’, f. pass-, pp. 
stem of pandere stretch, extend (cf. EXPAND). 
Hence pace vb. walk with measured pace 
(along) xvi; set the pace for xix. 


pace? persi by leave of. xix. L., abl. of 
pax PEACE, as in pace tud by your leave. 


pace egg peis eg (north.) Easter egg. xvi. 
f. north. dial. pace, pase, paas (xv), var. of 
pask, Pascu Easter (cf. ass for ask ash, buss 
for busk bush); corrupted to paste-egg (XVII). 
Cf. LG. paaschey. 


pacha see PASHA, 


pachisi pot[rsi four-handed game played 
in India, of which ludo is a simplified 
form. xv. — Hindi pach(ch)isi, adj. f. 
pach(ch)is twenty-five (the highest throw), 
f£. pach five. 


pachy- pæ'ki comb. form of Gr. pakhiis 
thick, as in pakhüdermos thick-skinned 
(dérma skin, DERMATO-), on which is based 
modL. pachydermata, whence pa:chyderm 
(after F. pachyderme, Cuvier 1797), pachy- 
de:rmatous xix. 


pacific posrfik making or tending to peace 
XVI; peaceful xvi1 (P. Ocean, modL. Mare 
Pacificum, so called by Magellan because he 
found it comparatively free from violent 
storms). - (O)F. pacifique or L. pacificus, f. 
fác-, páx PEACE; see -FIC. Hence paci-fic- 
ISM, -IST, usu. in shortened form pa:cifism, 
-ist pæ'sifizm, -ist XX; after F. pacifisme, 
-iste. So pacirY pæ'sifai calm, quiet. xv. 
~(O)F. pacifier or L. päcificãre. pacifica- 
TION. XV. =- F.- L. 


pack! pzk bundle, bale x111; company, set 
of people xiv ; set of playing-cards xvI ; com- 
pany of animals kept or herding together 
xvi. = (M)Flem., (M)Du., (M)LG. pak 
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(whence ult. also (M)HG. pack, Icel. pakki, 
AL. paccus, paka, F. Tpaque, It. pacco, 
Ir. paca); of unkn. origin. So pack vb. 
xiv. —(M)Du., (M)LG. pakken; cf. AN. 
paker, enpaker, AL. pakkáre, impaccáre, Icel. 
pakka, etc. Hence pa:ckaGe. xvi; earlier 
tpakald (xv), of obscure formation; but 
AL. paccãgium occurs XIII—XIV. 


pack? pæk +tmakea plot; tbring into a plot; 
make up (a jury, etc.) for a wrong purpose; 
shuffle (cards) fraudulently. xvi. prob. f. 
tpact vb. (f. pact sb.) by apprehending the 
final -t as an inflexion; cf. fcompack, occas. 
var. of compact. 


packet pae'kit small pack or package XVI; 
short for p.-boat XVIII. f. PACKI- -ET ; perh. 
of AN. formation; F. pacquet is from Eng., 
and Sp. paquete, It. pacchetto from F. Hence 
packet-BoAT vessel plying between two 
ports, mail-boat. xvir; orig. boat main- 
tained for the conveyance of ‘the packet’ of 
state papers (cf. ‘allowance as well for serv- 
ing the packets by lande as for entertaining 
a bark to carie over and to returne the 
packet’ 1598-9); hence F. paquebot, t-bouc 
(1634), Tpaguet-bot (1718). @ Earlier names 
were {post-bark, tpost-boat (late xvi); cf. 
‘pacquets postmaster’ (1628), ‘postmasters 
frigate’ (1637). 


paco pa‘kou alpaca (the animal) xvii; 
brown oxide of iron (so called from its 
colour) XIx. — Sp. paco — Quechua pako (see 
ALPACA). 


pact  pzekt covenant, agreement. xv. 
—(OJ)F. pacie, Tpact - L. pactum, -us, sb. 
uses of pp. of pacisci make a covenant, f. 
reduced grade of *pdk-, repr. by pax PEACE. 


pad! ped ttoad, (dial.) frog. x11. Late OE. 

or early ME. pad, prob. =- ON. padda = 
OFris., MDu. padde (Du. pad(de), MLG. 
padde, pedde (peddenstél toadstool). Cf. 
PADDOCK}, 


pad? ped (orig. sl, now dial.) path, road 
XVI; road-horse, nag; highwayman, FOOT- 
PAD XVII. — LG., Du. pad PATH. A word of 
vagabonds' cant, like others of the class 
introduced xvr. Hence, or - LG. padden, 
pad vb.! tread, tramp. xvi. Tpa:ddrn! foot- 
pad. XVII. 


pad? ped bundle of straw to lie on; soft 
stuffed saddle xvi; small cushion xvii; hairy 
foot or paw XVIII ; sheets of paper forming a 
block xix. prob. of LDu. origin (cf. Flem. 
thad, patte, LG. pad sole ofthe foot). Hence 
pad vb.? stuff, fill out. xix. 


pad: ped dull sound of steps on the ground. 
xvi. Mainly imit., but cf. PAD vb.! 


paddle! pz:dl spud for cleaning a plough- 
share xv; short oar for propelling a canoe, 
etc.; one of a series of spokes, boards, or 
floats for propelling a vessel in the water 
XVII. Of unkn. origin; in the first sense 
north. dialects have a parallel pattle (xix); 
the suffix is -LE'. Hence pa:ddle vb. xvii. 


PAGAN 


paddle? pz-dl walk or move the feet about 
in mud or shallow water xvr; toddle xviir. 
prob. of LDu. origin; cf. LG. paddeln tramp 
about, frequent. of padden PAD vb. ; see -LE?. 


paddock! pz-dek frog, toad. xii (in place- 
name Padocdailes). £. PAD*+-OCK. 


paddock? pz:dok small enclosure of grass 
land. xvii. alt. of (dial.) parrock, OE. pear- 
roc, -uc PARK. @ Cf. Le (south) par(r)ok 
(xiv), later Paddock Creek in Essex, Parrok 
(xiv), now Paddock Wood in Kent. 


paddy! pedi rice in the straw or in the 
husk. xvir (batte xvi, batty xvu). - Malay 
fádi, corr. to Javanese pári, Canarese bhatta. 


paddy? pz-di Irishman xvii ; fit of temper 
xIx. Pet-form of Ir. Padraig Patrick ; see -v5. 


paddymelon pzx-dimelen small brush 
kangaroo. xix. alt. of native name, the first 
el. of which may be identical with that of 
Sydney dialect patagorang kangaroo. 


pad(i)shah pa-difa, pa-dfa title applied to 
the Shah of Persia, Sultan of Turkey, Great 
Mogul, etc. XVII. = Pers. pa@dshdah, in poetry 
pádishah :- Pahlavi — pátaxsa(h) :- OPers. 
*pdtixsayabiya, f. pati (= Skr. pati) master, 
lord, ruler+ dh king, SHAH. 


padlock pæ'dlək portable lock to hang on 
the object fastened. xv. Of unkn. origin; 
the simple pad appears to be earlier (X111), 
perh. identical with pap}, the lock being 
fancifully likened to a toad in shape; see 
LOCK}, 


padre pá'drei (title of a) minister of religion. 
xvi. —[t, Sp. Pg. padre:- L. patre-m, 
pater FATHER. €f In India taken from Pg.; 
hence in gen. service use for a chaplain. 


paduasoy pæ'djuəsoi silk fabric. xvir. 
Earliest form poudesoy = F. pou-de-sote, 
earlier pout de soie (X1v), of unkn. origin; 
altered to the present form by assoc. with 
earlier T Padua say (xvii), kind of serge (see 
SAY?) from Padua in Italy. 


paan prion song of triumph or exultation. 
xvi. - L. paeán - Gr. paidn hymn to 
Apollo invoked by the name Paidn, Doric 
var. of Ionic Paiéén, Attic Paién, orig. the 
Homeric name of the physician of the gods, 
afterwards Apollo, prop. the Striker, one 
who heals with magic blows, prp. of paíein 
strike. 


pedo-, U.S. pedo- pidou comb. form of 

Gr. país, paid- boy, child; as in paedo- 
BA‘PTISM infant baptism. xvii. — modL, 
Cf. PEDAGOGUE. 


pzeon pion (pros.) metrical foot of four 
syllables, one long and three short, named, 
acc. to the position of the long syllable, first, 
second, third, and fourth peon. xvi. = L. 
pæðn — Gr. paión. 

pagan pei‘gon heathen. xiv. ~ L. pdgdnus 
rustic, peasant, citizen, civilian; eccl.)(Chris- 
tian and Jewish, f. pdgus (rural) district, the 
country, orig. landmark fixed in the earth, 
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f. *pdg- *pag-, as in pangere fix, parallel to 
*pak- (see PACT); see -AN. The sense 
‘heathen’ (Tertullian) of pagdnus derived 
from that of ‘civilian’ (Tacitus), the Chris- 
tians calling themselves enrolled soldiers of 
Christ (members of his militant church) and 
regarding non-Christians as not of the army 
so enrolled. Represented earlier (x11I-xv1) 
by t$aien, Tpayen = OF. paien (mod. païen) 

= Pr. paian, pagan, Sp., It. pagano; cf. 
PAYNIM. Hence pa:ganisM. Xv. 


page! peida Tboy, lad xur; Tyouth in 
training for knighthood; tmale person of 
low condition; boy (or man) employed as 
servant or attendant XIV, as in a great house- 
hold, or (xvii) a foot-boyv or errand-boy 
at a house, hotel, etc. —- (O)F. page, perh. 
- It. paggio (cf. Sp. page, Pg. pagem) = Gr. 
paidion, dim. of paid-, paîs boy (cf. PÆDO-). 


page? peid3 one side of a leaf of a book, etc. 
XV. —- (OJF. page (reduction of pagene) - L 
pàgina vine-trellis, column of writing, page 
or leaf, f. *paàg- fix (cf. págus s.v. PAGAN). 
Earlier Tpagine (AncrR.))- OF. pagine, 
-ene, or direct = L. Hence page vb. xvi. 
So paginaTE? pæ'dzineit, XIX; back-forma- 
tion from pagina'TION. XIX. =- F. 


pageant pæ'ʻdz3ənt, (now rare) peitdgənt 
Tscene acted on a stage XIV; Tstage on which 
scenes were acted, esp. in the open-air per- 
formances of the miracle plavs xv; Ttableau 
or series of tableaux xvi; brilliant spectacle 
XIX; since 1907, scenic exhibition of local 
history. Late ME. pagyn (in contemp. AL. 
pagina), of unkn, origin (the uncertainty is 
complicated by lack of evidence for the 
chronology of the senses). «| With parasitic 
d, t, from xiv (cf. ancient, peasant, tyrant). 
Hence pa:geantnv. xvii (Sh.). 


pagne pznj cloth, esp. loin-cloth. xvi. 
— F. pagne = Sp. paño (in Pg. panno, whence 
Du. paan) :— L. pannu-s cloth (see PANE). 

pagoda psgou-da idol temple; idol; coin of 
S. India (from the figure thereon). XVIIL 
~ Pg. pagode, with substitution of -a for -e; 
prob. to be referred ult. to Pers. butkada 
idol temple, f. but idol+kada habitation, 
altered by assoc. with Prakrit bhagodi divine, 
holy :~ Skr. bhagavati ‘god-endowed’, divine. 
Earlier pagod(e) late xvi; cf. F. pagode (xvin); 
pronounced pa-god and pago-d, as in Pope. 


pa(h) pa native fort in New Zealand. xix. 
Maori pd, f. pa block up. Earlier thippa(h), 
with prefixed def. art. he. 


Pahlavi pā'ləvi, Pehlevi peirlovi mode 
of writing Persian by substituting Semitic 
equivalents for Persian words. xix. — Pers. 
Pahlavi, Pehlevi, f. Pahlav :- Parthava 
Parthia; the system of writing was de- 
veloped in Parthian times, when the great 
nobles, the Pahlaváns, ruled. 


pail peil vessel of cylindrical or truncated 
obconical shape made of staves hooped and 
fitted with a handle. OE. pegel (glossing 
medL. gillo GILL?) corr. to (M)Du. pegel 


PALACE 


gauge, scale, mark, LG. pegel half a pint, of 
unkn. origin. ME. forms with final e appear 
to be due to assoc. with OF. paielle, paelle 
(mod. poéle) pan, bath, liquid measure :- L. 
patella pan; see PATELLA. 


paillasse see PALLIASSE. 


pain pein (arch.) punishment, penalty (now 
only in phr.) ; suffering; Ttrouble, difficulty 
XII1; (pl.) trouble taken in doing something 
XVI (earlier sg. do one’s p., etc.). ME. peine, 
paine — (O)F. peine = Pr., Sp., It. pena :- L. 
pæna penalty, punishment, (later) pain, grief 
~ Gr. (Dorian) poină, (Attic) poiné expiation, 
ransom, punishment :—- *g"oinà vengeance, 
price of expiation (cf. OSI. céna price, 
Av. kaéná- punishment, Skr. céyaté avenge, 
punish). See prne*, Hence pai-nrut! hurt- 
ful; Tlaborious. xiv. 


paint peint make (a picture) on a surface 
in colours x1i (first in pemmtunge, AncrR.); 
depict in words xv. prob. first in pp. (2)peznt 
- (O)F. peint(e), pp. of peindre = Pr. penher, 
It. pingere :~ L. pingere embroider, tattoo, 
paint, embellish, f. nasalized form of *pig- 
*peig- (cf. PICTURE, PIGMENT), repr. also by 
Skr. pinkté paints, pifijdras reddish, and 
parallel with *^etk- *poik-, repr. by OE. fáh, 
OHG. feh varicoloured, Goth. filufaihs, Gr. 
potkilos (cf. pa@ciuo-), Lath. $ies;àü, pies 
paint, write, Skr. pim¢dti adorns. Hence 
paint sb. pigment, colour. xvir. So paint- 
ERI. XIV (R. Rolle). — OF. peintour, regimen 
case of peintre — Pr., Sp. pintor, It. pintore 
:- CRom. *pinctórem, for L. pictorem, pictor, 
f. Dict-, pp. stem of pingere; see -ER*?, -oR!. 


painter? pei:xntoi rope to secure an anchor, 
etc. XV. contemp. with tpaint vb. make fast 
with a rope, which is prob. a back-forma- 
tion; of unkn. origin, but cf. OF. pentoir, 
penteur strong rope (Xv). 


pair peor set of two; set of parts forming a 
whole. xu (e.g. string of beads xiv, flight of 
stairs XVI). —(O)F. paire = It. paia pl. 
(whence sg. paio) :—= L. paria equal or like 
things, n. pl. of pdr, par- equal, whence OF. 
per (mod. pair) PEER. Formerly often unin- 
flected for the pl. with a numeral; cf. OF. 
cinquante paire, cent paire. Hence pair vb. 
xvii. Q From L. are also MDu., OHG. par 
(G. paar). 

Pakistan pakista-n (at first) Moslem 
autonomy; (now) Moslem republic in S 
Asia. xx. Earlier Pakstan, f. initials of 
Punjab, Afghan Province, Kashmir, Sind, 
and Baluchistan. 


paktong pæ'ktəņ Chinese nickel silver. 
XVIII. Cantonese var. of Chinese peh (white) 


tung (copper). 


pal pz! (sl.) comrade, chum. xvii. — Eng. 
Gypsy pal brother, mate = Turk. Gypsy 
pral, plal :- Skr. bhrdtar- BROTHER. 


palace pze'lis official residence of a king, 
pope, bishop xi; stately mansion XIV; 
building, often spacious and attractive, for 
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entertainment XIX. ME. paleis ~ OF. palets, 


(also mod.) palais, corr. to Pr. palatz, Sp. 
palacio, It. palazzo — L. palátium orig. name 
of one of the seven hills of Rome (also called 
Mons Palatinus PALATINE hill), (later) the 
house of Augustus there situated, the palace 
of the Cæsars which finally covered the hill. 


paiadin pæ'lədin one of the Twelve Peers 
of Charlemagne’s court, of whom the Count 
Palatine was the foremost; (hence) knightly 
champion or hero. xvi. — F. paladin -= It. 
paladino — L. paldtinu-s pert. to the palace, 
PALATINE, 


palzo-, U.S. paleo-, pz:liou,  pzlia-- 
comb. form of Gr. palazds ancient, in many 
scientific terms often having correlatives in 
NEO-; among the earliest are paleeo-GRAPHY 
— F. paléographie - modL.  palzeographia 
(1708), padeonto:LoGv XIX; archæol., 
geol. opp. to MESO-, NEO-, as pa:leeoli-thic, 
-Zo0'ic. 


palestra polistro wrestling-school. xvr. 
—-L. palaestra —- Gr. palaistrad, f. palaíein 
wrestle. Earlier in form fpalestre (xv, 
Lydg.) -(O)F. palestre. So pala'strar! 
(xiv, Ch.). 


palafitte pæ'ləfit lake dweliing. xix. - F. 
palafitte ~ It. palafitta fence of piles, f. palo 
PALE! +-jfitto fixed, pp. of figgere rix. 


palampore pz-ompoor chintz bed-cover. 
XVII. prob. f. Pálanpur, name of a town in 
Guzerat, india, perh. with contamination 
from Hind,, Pers. palangpósh bed-cover. 


palankeen, palanquin pzlanki-n covered 
litter used in India and elsewhere. xvi. 
— Pg. palanquim (whence also F., Sp. palan- 
quin, 1t. palanchino) — an EIndian word repr. 
by Pali palanki, Hindi pálki (whence pa-lkee 
XVII) t= Skr. palvanka, paryanka bed, couch, 
f. pari round about, PERI-. € The final 
nasal seems to have been a Pg. addition, as 
in mandarim MANDARIN; forms without it, 
palanke(e), were in use XVII-XVIII. 


palate pze:lot roof of the mouth. xiv (palet). 
— L. palatum (used also, by Ennius, for the 
vault of heaven). (O)F. palais was also 
adopted as palace, pal(a)ys xv-xvi, a form 
due to assoc. with L. paldtium PALACE on 
account of the roof-like form of the palate 
(cf. OF. palais voutis vaulted palate). Hence 
pa:late vb. taste, relish. xviI (Sh.); pa-iat- 
ABLE agreeable to the palate. xvi1; pa-lata.! 
pert. to the palate. xix. ~ F. palatal; earlier 
tpala-tiAL xvi, and tpalatic, palatine 
(cf. F. palatin) xvir. The comb. form ctf 
palate is pa:lato- xvii. 


palatine pz-lotain (of a count or county) 
possessing royal privileges xv; sb. lord 
having sovereign power over a province or 
dependency of an empire or realm xvi. = F. 
palatin(e) - L. palàtinus belonging to the 
palatium PALACE, sb. officer of the Roraan 
imperial palace, chamberlain; hence applied 
in the Middle Ages to great feudatories 


PALI 


exercising royal privileges, such as the rulers 


of Hungary, the pfalzgraf of the Rhine, the 
Bishop of Durham, etc. Hence palatinate?! 
pole:tinot territory of a count palatine, 
county palatine. xvi; cf. F. palatinat. Also 
palatine sb. fur tippet worn by women. XVII. 
= F. palatine, so named after the Princess 
Palatine, wife of the Duke of Orleans, 
brother of Louis XIV. 


palaver pold-ver parley, conference; pro- 
fuse or idle talk. xvii (hence as vb.). = Pg. 
palavra = Sp. palabra, Pr. paraula, It. 
parola, F. parole (cf. PAROLE) :- L. parabola 
PARABLE. «| Palavra appears to have been 
used by Pg. traders on the coast of Africa 
for a parley with the natives, to have been 
picked up there by English sailors, and to 
have passed from nautical slang into ordinary 
colloq. use. Cf. fetish. 


pale! peil pointed stake used in forming a 
fence; fence of these; limit, boundary xiv; 
(her.) ordinary consisting of a vertical band 
XV; territory within determined bounds xv1. 
— (O)F. pal, var. of pel (mod. pieu) = Pr. 
pal, Sp., It. palo, Rum. par *- L. pálu-s 
stake (dim. paxillus) += *pakslos (cf. Gr. 
pássalos peg :— *pakjalos), f. *pag-, base of 
pangere fix (see PACT, COMPACT). See PEEL!,?. 
So pale vb. enclose with pales. xiv. - (O)F. 
paler, f. pal ; surviving in pa liuc! xv; cf. 
PALISADE. 


pale? peil of whitish or ashen colour XIII 
(Cursor M.); faint, dim xiv. = OF. pale, 
palle (mod. pále) — L. pallidu-s, whence also 
Pr. pale, Sp. pdlido, It. pallido PALLID. So 
vb. xiv. — OF. palir (mod. pálir), f. pale. 


paletot pæ'litou loose outer garment. XIX. 
= F. paletot, formerly Tpal(e)toc, in ME. 
tpaltok (xtv); of unkn. origin. @ Also in 
Sp. paletoque, in Breton paltok. 


palette pz:lit artist’s tablet to lay and mix 
his colours on. xvn. - F. palette, perh. 
- It. paletta (which has not, however, the 
artist’s sense), dim. of pala shovel, blade, 
plate :- L. pala; see PALLET’, PEEL’, -ETTE. 


palfrey po'lfrij pz-lfri saddle-horse. xir. 
— OF. palefrei (mod. palefroi) :- medL. 
palefrédu-s, for paraverédu-s (v), £. Gr. pard 
beside, extra (see PARA-1) -++ late L. verédus 
light horse, courier’s horse (cf. late Gr. 
párippos led horse); verédus 1s of Gaulish 
origin and is a comp. of Celtic *rédà (whence 
L. rzda chariot), rel. to RIDE ; cf. W. gorwydd 
horse ~ *upolreidos. Q Paraverédus is repr. 
also in modified forms by Pr. palafre, Sp. 
palafren, Pg. palafrem, It. palafreno; it 
passed into Germ. and became the ordinary 
word for a horse, viz. MLG. pered (LG. 
perd), MDu. pert, paert (Du. paard), OHG. 
pfarifrid, pferfrit (G. pferd). 


Pali pa'li the language used in the canonical 
books, etc., of the Buddhists. xviu. Short 
for palibhása, f. báli line, canon -- bhaásá 
language. 
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PALIKAR 


palikar pz-likài member of the band of a 
Greek or Albanian military chief. xix 
(Byron). =- modGr. palikdri, pallékadri, dim. 
of Gr. pállax, palléx youth (see FOAL), 

palimpsest pz‘limpsest material pre- 
pared for writing on and wiping out XVII; 
parchment, etc., in which the original writ- 
ing has been erased to make place for a 
second XIX. — L. palimpsestus — Gr. palim- 
psestos (as sb. -on, sc. biblion book), f. palin 
again (cf. POLE?, WHEEL) + psestds, pp. forma- 
tion on psén rub smooth. Cf. F. palimpseste 
(xvi). 

palindrome pz‘lindroum word or set of 
words that reads the same backwards as 
forwards. xvir. — Gr. palíndromos running 
back again, f. palin again (see prec.) 4- drom-, 
dramein run (cf. Skr. drdmati). 

palingenesia pz:lindzinrsio regeneration. 
xvi. medL.- Gr. paliggenesíd, f. pdlin 
(see prec.) + génesis GENESIS. Also palin- 
ge-nesy. XVII. —F. See -1A!, -v?. 

palinode pz:linoud song in which a poet 
retracts something said before, recantation. 
XVI. — F. tpalinode or late L. palinódia — Gr. 
palinoidía, £. bdlin (see prec.)J-oidé song 
(ODE). 

pall! pol A. (arch.) cloth, a cloth, esp. (a) 
rich cloth OE.; cloth spread on a coffin or 
hearse xv; B. (arch.) robe, mantle OE.; 
papal pallium xv; C. ‘mantle’ of cloud, mist, 
smoke xv. OE, pæl- L. pallium Greek 
mantle, philosopher’s cloak, later in various 
eccl. uses; see PALLIUM. 


pall? pdl tbecome dim or faint xiv (Gower); 
become vapid or stale xv (Lydg.); (fig.) be- 
come insipid xvii; tin various trans. uses 
xIv (Gower). Aphetic of Tappall, aPPAL. 


Palladian palei'dion pert. to the school of 
the It. architect Antonio Palladio (1518-80), 
who imitated ancient Roman architecture. 
xviir (Pope, Gibbon). See -1AN. 


palladium! polei:dism image of Pallas in 
the citadel of Troy, on which the safety of 
the city depended xrv (Ch.); safeguard, pro- 
tection xvI. — L. palladium - Gr. palládion, 
f. Pallad-, Pallds epithet of the goddess 
Athene. 


palladium? polei:diom metal of the plati- 
num group. XIX. ~ modL. ; so named by its 
discoverer Wollaston from the newly dis- 
covered asteroid Pallas; see prec. and -1uM. 


pallet! pæ'lit (straw) mattress. xiv (Ch.). 
Late ME. pail(let~ AN. paillete straw (cf. 
F. dial. pazllet bundle of straw), f. paille 
straw :- L. palea chaff, straw, which has 
Balto-Sl. cogns. «| For the phonology cf. 
MALLET. 


pallet? pæ'lit flat-bladed wooden instru- 
ment xvi; flat board; projection which 
engages with the tooth of a wheel XVII. 
— (O)F. palette, dim. of pale spade, blade 
(with WF. vocalism, the regular repr. being 
pelle) := L. päãla spade, shovel += *paksld, 
rel. to pdlus stake ; see PALE’, PEEL?, PALETTE. 


PALM 


palliasse, paillasse pz:lizs straw mattress. 
XVII (both forms). = F. paillasse = It. pa- 
gliaccio 1- Rom. *paleáceum, f. L. palea (see 
PALLET!); adopted earlier in naturalized 
form in Sc. pales, paillyes, pavilyeas (xvt). 


palliate pæ'lieit Tcloak, conceal; alleviate 
(disease, etc.) xvr; disguise the enormity or 
offensiveness of ; T mitigate XVit. f. pp. stem 
of late L. pallidre ( pallidtus cloaked, fig. pro- 
tected, is earlier), f. PALLIUM ; see -ATE?, Cf. 
(O)F. pallier. So pallia'TION. xvi. —(O)F. 
—medL. palliative. xvi. ~(O)F. 


pallid pz-lid wan, pale through death, sick- 
ness, etc, XVII. = L. pallidus, rel. to pallére 
be pale ; see FALLOW? and -1p!. So pa-Ilon?. 
XVI. -L. 


pallium pz:lism large cloak xv1; woollen 
vestment worn by the pope and conferred 
by him on archbishops xvir; (zool.) mantle 
of a mollusc, etc. xIx. ~ L. pallium, rel. to 
falla long wide outer garment of Roman 
ladies, prob. of Gr. origin, but nothing ap- 
propriate is known. Q The eccl. vestment, 
consisting now of a circular band resting on 
the shoulders with a pendant back and front, 
is supposed to have developed from a mantle 
which came to be folded into a band. 


pall-mall pzlmzl, pelme: [mallet used 
in the game (also so called) in which a ball 
was driven through an iron ring xv1; Talley 
in which this was played, (hence) name of 
an alley in London xvir, now Pall Mall. 
— F. tpal(le) maille) — It. pallamaglto, f. 
palla ball (collateral var. of balla BALL)+ 
maglio mallet ; see MALL, MALLET. 


palm! pàm tree of the (chiefly tropical) 
family Palmz or Palmacez ; leaf or ‘branch’ 
of a palm tree OE. ; branch or sprig of a tree 
substituted for the palm in Palm Sunday 
processions XIV. OE. palm, palma, palme = 
OS., OHG. palma (Du. palm, G. palme), 
ON. pdlmr; CGerm. (exc. Gothic) — L. 
palma PALM? (the palm-leaf was likened to 
the hand with the fingers extended). In 
ME. the descendant of the OE. words coin- 
cided with the repr. of AN. (modF.) palme, 
OF. paume. Palm Sunday Sunday next 
before Easter, on which processions are held 
in which palms are carried. OE. palm- 
sunnandzg, tr. ecclL. Dominica Palmarum. 
Hence palmy? pa-mi abounding in palms 
xviI (Milton); flourishing xvir (Sh.). 


palm? pam part of the hand between the 
fingers and the wrist; flat part of a deer’s 
horn xIv; measure of length xv. ME. paume 
- (O)F. paume = Pr. pauma, Sp., It. palma 
~ L. palma palm of the hand, part of the 
trunk of a tree from which branches spring, 
palm-leaf, palm-tree (see prec.), rel. ob- 
scurely to Gr. paldmé palm of the hand, Ir. 
lám hand, OE. folm, OS. folmós pl., OHG. 
folma (cf. FEEL) ME. paume, through 
paulme (also OF.), was finally assim. to the 
L. Hence palm vb. xvi. 
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PALMA CHRISTI 


PAMPHLET 





palma Christi pz:lmo kristai castor-cil 
plant. xvi. modL., ‘palm of Christ’; so 
named from the hand-shaped leaves; see 
PALM’, CHRIST. 


palmary pz'lmori of the highest order. 
xvit. ~ L. palmdrius that carries off the palm 
of victory, f. balma PALM! ; see -ARY. 


palmate pzlmeit shaped like an open 
hand. xvii. — L. palmdtus, f. palma PALM’; 
see -ATE?, 


palmer pātmər pilgrim from the Holy 
Land, carrying a palm-branch as a sign 
XIII; destructive hairy caterpillar, orig. ap- 
plied to those that migrate or move about in 
swarms (more fully p. worm Joel 14, Geneva 
Bible 156ọ, tr. Heb. gāäzām prob. locust) xvi. 
— AN. palmer, -our, OF. palmier = Sp. 
palmero, etc. :- medL. palmàrius (xu), f. 
palma PALM! ; see -ER. 


palmette pæ'lmet ornament with divisions 
resembling a palm-leaf. xix. — F. palmette, 
dim. of Palme PALM! ; see -ETTE. 


palmetto pzlme:tou small species of palra. 
XVI (palmito). — Sp. palmito dwarf fan-palra, 
dim. of palma PALM?!; later assim. to It. 
dims. in -etto. 


palmiped pz‘Imiped having palmate feet. 
xvii. — L. balmiped-, -pés, f. palma PALM®-+ 
pés FOOT. 


palmistry p&-mistri divination by inspect- 
ing the pum of the hand. xv (pamestrv, 
Lydg.). f. PALM?4--estry, of obscure forma- 
tion, alt. to -istry Xvi perh. after sophistry. 
Hence by back-formation pa:lmister. xv, 
pa lmusr. xIX; cf. sophister, sophist. 


palmitic pzlmi-tik (chem.) acid contained 
in palm-oil. xix. — F., arbitrarily f. palme 
PALM!; see -1C. Hence pa 1mitartr!. 


palmyra pzlmaio:ro palm, Borassus flabelli- 

formis. xvi. Formerly palmero, palmeira 
— Pg. palmeira, Sp. palmera, It. palmero, f. 
palma PALM! (with suffix proper to tree- 
names); the present sp. suggests assim. to 
Palmyra, name of a city in Syria. 


palpable pz'pobl tangible, sensible xiv 
(Ch.); plainly observable xv (Lydg.); evi- 
dent, manifest xvii. — late L. palpábilis, f. 
palpáre touch soothingly, prob. ult. rel. to 
FEEL; see -ABLE. So palpa‘TIOoN handling. 
xv (Caxton). = F. or L. 


palpebral pæ'lpibrəl pert. to the eyelids. 
XiX. —late L. palpebrális, f. balpebra eyelid, 
rel. to pPalpáre; see prec. and -AL!. 


palpitate pæ'lpiteit beat rapidly and 
strongly. XVII. f. pp. stem of L. palpitàre, 
frequent. of Palpáre; see PALPABLE, -ATE?., 
So palpita‘tion. xvii. - L. Cf. F. palpiter, 
palpitation (XVI). 


palsgrave pd-Izgreiv count palatine. xvi. 
- early Du. paltsgrave (mod. paltsgraaf), f. 
palts palatinate (see PALACE) + tgrave, graaf 
count, GRAVE‘, 


palstave  podsteiv form of celt fitting 
into a split handle. xix. — Da. paalstav :- 
ON. pdlstafr, pdll hoe, spade (- L. paálus 
PALE!)-+stafr STAVE. 


palsy polzi paralysis. xur. ME. palesi, 
parlesi - (O)F.  paralisie (AN.  parleste, 
Cursor M.) - Rom. *paralisia (cf. Sp. per- 
lesia, it. paralisia), for L. paralysis = Gr. 
pardlusis PARALYSIS. Hence pa-Isiep! adj. 
XVI. 


palter pd-ltex Tmumble, babble; tjumble 
XVI; shuffle in statement or dealing xvii 
(Sh.). Of the form of a frequent. or iterative 
in -ER*, but the base is unkn. ; perh. ult. rel. 
to next. Cf. tpelt haggle, tpelter peddling 
person XVI. 


paltry pd-ltri trashy, worthless. xvi. adj. 
use (cf. trumpery) of (dial.) paltry sb. (xv1) 
rubbish, trash ; cf. MLG. palter- in palter- 
lappen rags, LG. paltrig ragged, torn, and 
prec. Parallel synon. formations are dial. 
pelt (xvi), Tpelting adj. (xvi, canting term), 
peltry xvi (esp. Sc); perh. of LG. origin. 


paludal  pz-ljudol, peljüi:dol pert. to 
marshes. XIX. f. L. palüd-, palis marsh (cf. 
synon. Skr. palvalam), perh. f. base meaning 
‘wash, pour’. So palustra pəla'strəal. 
XVII. f. L. palustris, f. balüs. See -AL*, 


paludament pelji:dament military or 
royal cloak. xviu. =L. paluddmentum, 
which, with paluddtus cloaked, is an ancient 
ritual term, f. Paluda epithet of Minerva; 
See -MENT. 


paly peili (her. divided by vertical lines 
(palewise). xv. —- (O)F. palé, f. bal PALE!; 
see -Y?. 

pam pem knave of clubs, as at loo; card 
game in which this was the highest trump. 
xvii. abbrev. — F. pamphile, which is more 
nearly repr. by Sc. pamphie, pawmie; pre- 
sumably ult. based on L. proper name 
Pamphilus, Gr. Pámphilos. 

pampa pzmpo, usu. pl pa:mpas vast 
treeless plain in S. America. xvi. — Sp. 
pampa ~ Quechua pampa plain. 

pamper pæ'mpər tcram with food, feed 
luxuriously xiv; over-indulge xvi. In ME. 
also in pp. forpampred (Ch.); frequent. (see 
-ER*) of synon. tpamp (XIV), dial. pomp; 
prob. of Low Du. origin; cf. G. dial. pampen, 
pampfen cram, gorge, WFlem. pamperen, 
perh. f. nasalized var. of the base of PAP?. 


pamphlet pz:mflit small treatise of smaller 
compass than a ‘book’ xiv (T. Usk); short 
treatise or booklet on a matter of current or 
temporary interest xvi. Late ME. pamflet, 
paunflet, in AL. panfletus (Richard de Bury, 
1344); generalized use of Pamphilet, Panflet 
(in OF. and MDu. respectively, x111), verna- 
cular name of the L. amatory poem ‘Pamphi- 
lus seu de Amore’ (x11); for the termination 
cf. Catonet the Distichs of Cato, Esopet 
the Fables of Æsop. Q Adopted from Eng. 
in F. xvi, whence in G., Hence pam- 
phletzer?. xvir, earlier tpamphleter. XVI. 
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PAN 


pan pen A. broad shallow vessel OE.; 
Tskull (brain pan) xiv; B. depression in the 
ground xvi; C. hard substratum of the soil 
xvii. OE. panne — OFris, OS. panna, 
(M)LG., MDu. panne (Du. pan), OHG. 
phanna, pfanna (G. pfanne):- CWGerm. 
*banna (Scand. forms are prob. from LG.). 
Initial p and HG. pf suggest adoption from 
a foreign source at an early date, and deriv. 
from L. patina (see PATEN) has been pro- 
posed. (Lith. and Slav. forms are from 
Germ.) Hence pan vb. wash (gravel, etc.) 
in a pan, separate the gold; (usu. with out) 
yield gold when so washed; also fig. xix 
(c.1850). So pa-ncakE xv, prob. after MLG. 
pannekoke (Du. pannekoek) = OHG. pfan- 
kuocho (G. pfannhkuchen, whence Magyar 
pancé, Rum. pancovd); F. pannequet is from 
Eng. 


pan- pæn comb. form of Gr. pas, n. pan all 
(cf. PANTO-), which was used freely in Gr. 
with adjs. in the sense ‘wholly, completely, 
of all, by all’, and less freq. with sbs. mean- 
ing ‘all’, ‘complete’ (cf. PANACEA, PANCREAS, 
PANDECT, PANOPLY, etc.); extensively used 
in later XiX to express the notion of uni- 
versality in political or religious activities, 
as Pan- African, Pan- Anglican (modL. Pan- 
Anglicus xvii), Pan-Britannic (xvii), pan- 
denominational, Panslavism; also in other 
miscellaneous comps. of a more or less 
techn. character. 


panacea pænəsi'ə universal remedy. XVI. 
— L. panacéa — Gr. pandkeia, f. panakés all- 
healing, f. pan- (see prec.) + base of dkos 
remedy ; see -A!. 


panache pənä f plume of feathers xvi; 
swagger xx. — F. panache — It. pennac- 
chio :- late L. pinnüculum, dim. of pinna 
feather (cf. PINNACLE). 


panada pənā'də dish of pulped bread with 
flavouring. XVI. — Sp. panada = Pr. panada, 
It. panata, repr. Rom. *pandta, f. panis 
bread (cf. PANTRY); see -ADE. 


panama pznoma: name ofa town and state 
in Central America and of the isthmus join- 
ing N. and S. America, misapplied to a hat 
which originated in Jijipapa, Ecuador (hence 
named jijipapa in Latin America), XIx. 


pancratium, -ion pznkréi[|lom, -on ath- 
letic contest combining wrestling and boxing. 
xvii (Holland). L. — Gr. pankrdátton, f. pan- 
PAN--+ &rdtos strength, mastery. 


pancreas pe‘nkries gland discharging 
a digestive secretion, sweetbread. xvi. 
—- modL. pancreas — Gr. pádghreas, f. pan- 
PAN- + kréas flesh (see RAW). So pan- 
crea:tic. xvr. — modL. 


PANEGYRIC 





pandect pz:ndekt compendium of Roman 


law made by order of the emperor Justinian; 
complete treatise or digest. xvi. = F. pan- 
decte or L. pandecta, -tes — Gr. pandéktés 
(pl. pandéktai as a title), f. pan- PAN-+ 
dékhesthat receive (cf. DECENT). 


pandemic pznde-mik (of a disease) preva- 


lent over the whole of an area. xvn. f. Gr. 
pdndémos, f. pan- PAN---démos people (cf. 
DEMOCRACY); see -IC. 


pandemonium pzndimou-nism abode of 


all devils xvir (‘Pandzmonium, the high 
Capital Of Satan and his Peers’ Milton 
‘P.L? 1 756); haunt of great wickedness, 
(later) place or gathering of lawless violence 
xv. modL., f. Gr. pan- PAN-+ daimén 
DEMON; see -IUM. @ Hence F. pandé- 
monium (-ion, Voltaire), It., Sp. pandemonio. 


pander pæ'ndər go-between in clandestine 


amours XVI (Lyndesay); one who ministers 
to base passions or designs xvir. Earliest 
form pandar; appellative use of Pandare 
= It. Pandaro (- L. Pandarus, Gr. Pándaros), 
name used by Boccaccio and thereafter by 
Chaucer for the man who procured for 
Troilus the love of Criseyde (Griseida). 
The sp. pander is due to assoc. with -En!. 
Hence vb. play the p. to. xvii (Sh., Dekker). 


pandiculation pz:ndikjuler[on stretching 


accompanying yawning. XVII. f. L. pandi- 
culát-, -àri, f. *pandiculus, pandus (with dim. 
el) wide apart or open, rel. to pandere 
stretch ; see PASS, PACE!, -ATION. 


pandora pzendosro, pandore pzndoa-1 


stringed musical instrument of the cither 
type. xvi (Morley, Drayton). Also tpandola, 
tpandure;—It. Tpandora, -iera, pandura, 
(whence F’. pandore)-late L. pandura-Gr. 
pandotira, -dotira three-stringed lute, prob. 
of Oriental origin. Cf. BANDORE, MANDOLINE. 


pandour pz:nduo: (pl.) local force organ- 


ized in 1741 by Franz Freiherr von der 
Trenck in Croatia to clear the country of rob- 
bers; their rapacity made the word synon. 
with ‘brutal Croatian soldier’. xviir. - F. 
pandour, G. pandur = Serbo-Croatian pan- 
dur constable, bailiff, summoner, mounted 
policeman, guardian of the public peace, of 
fields, etc. (whence Magyar, Rum. pandur, 
Turk. pandul), prob.-medL. banderius 
guard of cornfields and vineyards, apparitor 
(cf. BANNER). 


pane pein A. tpiece of cloth xrm (Cursor 


M.); B. section or side (now only in some 
techn. uses) xiv; C. division of a window 
XV; panel xvi. ME. pan, later pane — (O)F. 
pan = Pr. pan, Sp. paño, lt. panno w= L. 
pannus cloth, piece of cloth. Sense A sur- 
vives in COUNTERPANE. 


panda pz-ndo racoon-like animal of the 


Himalayas. xix. - Nepali name panegyric penidg3i-rik laudatory discourse. 


xvii (S. Daniel) -— F. panégyrique - L. pané- 
gyricus public eulogy, sb. use of adj. — Gr. 
panégurikós pert. to public assembly, f. 
panéguris general assembly, f. pau- PAN-d- 
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Pandean, -zean pezndi-on pert. to Pan or 
the pipes reputedly invented by him. xix. 
irreg. f. Pan, Gr. rural deity + -EAN. 


PANEL 


PANTALEON 





-éguris = agord assembly (cf. CATEGORY). 
So panegy'ricAL adj. xvi (Harvey, Nashe). 
panegy':risr. XVII (Camden); so F. pane- 
ZyrizeE. Xvil. = Gr. panēguríizein. pane- 
gyry?. XVI. 


panel pz:n(a)l piece of cloth placed under 
the saddle x111 (Cursor M.): saddle consist- 
ing of a rough pad xvi; piece of parchment 
(attached to a writ) on which names of 
jurors were written, (hence) list of jurymen, 
jury (cf. EMPANEL) XIV; section of a fence 
XV; compartment of a door, etc. xvi; thin 
board used for a painting XVIII; large size 
of photograph xix. — OF. panel piece of 
cloth, saddle cushion, piece (mod. panneau) 
= It. pannello += Rom. *pannellu-s, dim. of 
pannus PANE; see -EL?. 


pang pzn brief keen spasm of pain. xvI. 
In earliest use pange(s) of deth, panges of 
child bed; unexpl. var. of earlier Tpronge 
(xv, prongys of deth, wommanys pronge), 
tprange; but cf. the OE. variants pziig, 
prettig PRETTY, sp&¢, spr@é sprECH. The 
forms in pr- corr. to MLG. prange pinching, 
early Du. prang(h)e oppression, constraint, 
shackle, Du., LG. prangen pinch, Goth. 
anapraggan oppress, ME. prangled pressed 
tightly, Sc. prang (varying with pang) pack 
tight, cram. 


pangolin pæņgou'lin scaly ant-eater. XVIII 
(Goldsmith, after Buffon). — Malay peng- 
góling roller, f. beng- (denominative element) 
-- góling roll, with ref. to its habit of rolling 
itself up (cf. *'Javanensibus et aliis populis 
orientalibus Panggoeling, quz vox Convolu- 
torem notat, Seba, 1734). 


panic! pz'nik millet. xv. =- L. pdnicum 
(whence F. panic, It. panico, Rum. párinc ; 
also OE. panic, OHG. pfenih, G. fenich, 
fench, etc.), rel. to panus thread wound on 
a bobbin, swelling, ear of millet —- Gr. pénos 
web (pénion bobbin). 


panic? pz'nik adj. in p. fear, etc. Such as 
was attributed to the god Pan, a Gr. rural 
deity, identified by the Romans with Faunus 
xvu; sb. fcontagious emotion so ascribed 
XVII; sudden and extreme alarm xvu. = F. 
panique, corr. to Sp., It. panico, G. panisch 
— modL. pànicus (in p. terror tr. mavixdv 
óetua, rápaxos mavukós, ÜópuvBos 6 Kadovpevos 
mavixos) = Gr. panikds (also n. -én as sb.), f. 
Pan name of a deity part man part goat, 
whose appearance or unseen presence caused 
terror and to whom woodland noises were 
attributed ; see -1c. Hence pa:nickv!. xix. 


panicle pz:nik! compound (racemose) in- 
florescence. xvr. -L. panicula, dim. of 
pdnus ; see PANIC!, -CLE. 


panification pz:nifikerfon conversion into 
bread. xviir. — EF. panification, f. panifier 
make into bread, f. panis bread (cf. PASTURE) ; 
see -FICATION. 


panjandrum pendze-ndram nonsense 
word, similating comps. of PAN-, occurring 


in the farrago of nonsense composed by 
Samuel Foote in 1755 to test the memory 
of the retired actor Macklin (see ‘Quarterly 
Review’ 1854, xcv 516); hence used as a 
mock title (orig. ‘the Grand Panjandrum’) 
for a pretended great personage. 


pannage pzae'nida mast on which swine 
feed xiv (pownage, Ch.); (right of) feeding 
swine in a forest XV. — OF. pannage, paan-, 
pasn- (mod. panage) :- medL. pástiónáticum, 
f. pástió(n-) feeding, pasturing, f. pdst-, pp. 
stem of pdscere; see PASTURE, -AGE. 


pannier pz-nior basket, esp. a large one (as 
carried by a beast of burden, etc.), XIII 
(Havelok). —(O)F. panier, tpannier = Pr. 
panier, Sp. panero i- L. pánárium bread- 
basket, f. pdms bread, prob. rel. to pdscere 
PASTURE. 


pannikin pz-nikin small metal drinking- 
mug. XIX. f. PAN, after CANNIKIN. 


panoply pæ'nəpli complete suit of armour. 
XVII (used earlier in Gr. or latinized form). 
—- F. or modL. — Gr. panoplía full armour of 
a HOPLITE, f. fban- PAN-- hópla arms. 


panopticon pzeno'ptikon Bentham's name 
for a circular prison in which warders could 
at all times observe their prisoners XVIII; 
show-room XIX. f. Gr. pan- PAN--+optikón, 
n. of optikós OPTIC (cf. pánoptos fully visible). 
@ Earlier (1768) applied to an optical instru- 
ment, 


panorama pzenorà'mo picture of a scene 
unfolded so as to show the parts in succes- 
sion XVIII; (fig.) continuous passing scene 
xIx. Invented by Robert Barker c.1789 
(who in his patent of 1787 called it ‘La 
nature à coup d'œil’, i.e. ‘nature at a glance’), 
f. Gr. pan- PAN-+hóräma view, f. horán. 


pansy pænzi common name of Viola tri- 
color. xv (pensee, later pensy, paunsie). 
— (O)F. pensée thought, fancifully applied to 
the plant, f. penser think — Pr. pesar, Sp. 
pensar, It. pensare — L. pénsáre weigh, pon- 
der, consider, in Rom. think (cf. POISE). 


pant pnt breathe quickly and hard. xv. 
— AN. *panter, based on OF. pantaisier be 
agitated, gasp, pant = Pr. pantaisar, Cat. 
panteixar, Pg. pantegar jeer, banter :- Rom. 
*pantasiare, for *phantasidre be oppressed 
as with nightmare, gasp with oppression 
— Gr. phantasioim cause to imagine, make 
game of, f. phantasiã PHANTASY. Hence 
pant sb. xvi. Q The syll. pant- was taken 
as a base for the formation of other F. words, 
as panteler pant, pantoier gasp, whence 
pantoiement asthma in hawks; perh. first 
from the sb. and adj. pantois, tpantais 
(whence Eng. t$arntats), in which the second 
syll. was apprehended as a suffix. 


pantaleon pentz-lion large dulcimer named 
after the inventor (1705) Pantaleon Heben- 
Streit. XVIII. 
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PANTALET(TE)S 


pantalet(te)s  pzntole:ts (chiefly U.S.) 
loose drawers, etc. XIx. f. next+ -ETTE. 


pantaloon pzentolü:n Venetian character in 
Italian comedy represented as a lean and 
foolish old man xvi; T(pl.) breeches or 
trousers in fashion after the Restoration XVII 
(Evelyn, Butler) ; tight-fitting trousers which 
superseded knee-breeches XVIII; trousers 
in general (esp. U.S.) xix. - F. pantalon (xvi) 
— It. pantalone ‘a covetous yet amorous old 
dotard, properly applied in Comedies to a 
Venetian’ (Torriano), alleged to be appella- 
tive use of the name of san Pantal(e)one 
patron saint of Venice. Cf. COLUMBINE. 


pantechnicon pente-knikon name of a 
bazaar of miscellaneous artistic work, in- 
tended to be held in a building in Motcomb 
Street, Belgrave Square, London, which 
became a large warehouse for furniture; 
(hence, short for p. van) a furniture-re- 
moving van. XIX. f. Gr. pan- PAN-+ 
tekhnikón, n. of technikós TECHNICAL. 


pantheist pz'npiist adherent of the doc- 

trine that God and the universe are identical. 
xviii (1705). First used by John Toland 
(1670-1722), author of ‘Christianity not 
Mysterious’, 1696; f. Gr. pan all + theds 
god; see PAN-, THEIST. Hence pa'ntheism. 
xvi. @ F. panthéisme, -iste (1712) are 
from Eng. 


pantheon pz-npion, penpi-en sacred build- 
ing in ancient Rome dedicated to all the 
. gods xiv ; habitation of all the gods, deities 
collectively xv1i ; applied to modern buildings 
resembling the Pantheon in Home xvirt. 
ME. panteon - medL. panteon; adopted 
afresh xvi — L. pantheon — Gr. pántheion, f. 
pan- PAN---thefos divine, theds god (see 
THEISM). 


panther pz-npa: leopard (but in early use 
with vague reference) XII; puma, cougar, 
jaguar XVii. ME. panter(e)— OF. pantere 
(mod. panthére) - L. panthéra —- Gr. panthér, 
which was applied to various spotted Felidz 
(an Oriental origin has been suspected and 
Skr. pundarikas tiger bas been compared). 
«| The analysis of the Gr. word as pan- all+ 
ther beast gave rise to many fancies and 
fables. 


pantile pz‘ntail (prop.) roofing tile curved 
to an ogee shape ~~. XVIIL. f. PAN-+TILE, 
prob. after Du. dakpan ‘roof-pan’ (cf. G. 
dachpfanne, pfannenziegel ‘pantile’). 


panto- pæ'ntou, -tò before a vowel pant-, 
repr. Gr. pant(o)-, comb. form of pas, pan, 
g. pantds all (see PAN-). 


pantograph  pz':ntógràf instrument for 
the mechanical copying of a design. XVIII. 
= F. pantographe (Bion 1723, who has the 
erron. form pento-), f. Gr. panto- + -gráphos 
(see prec. and -GRAPH); cf. ‘Pantographice, 
seu Ars Delineandi res quaslibet per paral- 
lelogrammum’ by C. Scheiner, 1631. 
@ Various incorrect forms have been used, 
viz. pento-, -e-, panta-, panti-. 


PAPAW 


pantomime pz-ntomaim ancient Roman 


actor who performed in dumb show xvit 
(earlier in L. form) ; dramatic entertainment 
by gestures to a musical accompaniment; 
performance of a dramatized tale followed 
by a transformation scene and clowning 
XVIII. —F. pantomime (xvi) or L. panto- 
mīmus — Gr. pantómīmos adj. and sb.; see 
PANTO-, MIME; abbrev. panto, So panto- 
miumnic. xvi. —L. 


pantry pæ'ntri room in a house, etc., in 


which provisions, dining-plate and china, 
etc., are kept. XIII. = AN. panetrie, OF. 
paneterie, f. panetier (whence Eng. tpanter 
X1II, later Tpant(eMer xiv, Tpanterer xv) — 
Pr. panetier, Sp. panadero, Pe. padeiro baker 
— Rom. *pandtarius (in medL. pdne-, pant- 
tárius), for pànarius (1n late L.) bread-seller, 
f. bánis bread (:— *pásnis, rel. to PASTURE); 
see -RY. / 


pants pzents (U.S.) trousers; (in British 


use) drawers. XIX. Shortening of pl. of 
PANTALOON. 


pap! pzp teat, nipple. xu (Orm). ME. 


pappe, prob. immed. from Scand. (cf. Sw. 
and Norw. dial. pappe), ult. f. an imit. base 
*hbap- expressing blowing out the cheeks 
and the noise of sucking; cf. L. papilla, 
late L. papula nipple, Lith. papas teat, 
Lett. papa bladder. Cf. next. 


pap? pep soft or semi-liquid food for in- 


fants. xv. prob. - (M)LG. pappe, corr. to 
MG. pap (G. pappe), MDu. pappe, Du. pap, 
prob. -~ medL. pappa (cf. OF., Sp., Pg. 
papa, It. pappa), f. L. pappäre eat (whence 
OF. paper, Pr., Sp. papar, Rum. papa), ult. 
derived from baby language (cf. L. pap(p)a, 
used by infants in calling for food; cf. ‘cum 
cibum ac potionem buas ac pappas vocent’, 


Varro). 


papa pepa: father, xvi. — F. papa (whence 


in other Rom. langs.) - late L. papa —- Gr. 
pápbas, pápas child's word for father (esp. 
in voc., as pdppa phil’ father dear, ‘Odyssey’ 
VI 57), shortened pad(s). At first, like G. papád 
(XVII), in courtly and polite use it remained 
fashionable till early XIX; subsequently re- 
stricted to children’s use, but now gen. dis- 
carded. Shortened to pa pa (dial.) xIx. 
The var. pa‘ppa (xvin) survives in U.S. 
POPPA, abbrev. pop. Cf. POPE, 


papacy pei'pssi office of pope xiv (Gower) ; 


papal system xvi. — medL. papdtia, f. pdpa 
POPE; see -ACY. So pa‘paLl. xiv (Gower). 
- (O)F. - medL. 


papaveraceous popelvorer[os ofthe poppy 


family. xix. f. modL. (bot. family) Papa- 
verácea, f. bapáàver POPPY ; see -ACEOUS. 


papaw pops: fruit of the S. Amer. tree 


Carica Papaya. xvi. Earlier papaye, and in 
foreign forms; - Sp. papaya, Pg. papayo 
(whence F. papaye) — Carib; the change to 
papaw (Xvi1) is unexplained. 
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PAPER 


paper pei'por substance made of interlaced 
and compressed fibre for writing, drawing, 
or printing on, etc.; sheet of this contain- 
ing a document, etc. XIV; short for news- 
paper ; essay, article XVII; set of examination 
questions x1x. Late ME. papir — AN. papir, 
(O)F. papier (whence MLG., MHG. papir, 
G. papier, Icel. pappir), corr. to Pr. papier, 
Sp. papel, 1t. papiro- L. papyrus — Gr. 
pdpüros PAPYRUS. Hence paper vb. xvi. 
paper-hanging. xvii, paper-money. xvii. 


papier mâché pæ'piei mæ' fei paper pulp 
shaped by moulding. xvin. Not of F. 
origin, though composed of F. words, viz. 
papier PAPER and mâché, pp. of mâcher chew 
:~ L. masticdre MASTICATE. Cf. équestrienne, 
sacque. 


papilionaceous popi:diónei fos like a butter- 
fly. xvi. - modL. papilionáceus, f. L. papi- 
lio(n-) butterfly ; see PAVILION, -ACEOUS. 


papilla popilo nipple-like protuberance. 
xvi. L., dim. of papula (see PAP!) So 
papillany pz'pilori, popr'lori. xvitr. 


papist pei‘pist adherent of the Pope or the 
papal system, Roman Catholic. xvi. - F. 
papiste or modL. papista, f. ecclL. pápa 
POPE;see-IST. Hence papi:stic(AL) popi's-, 
pa‘pistry. xvi. So (by suffix-alt.) pa- pisi! 
papistical, popish xv1; (dial.) papist XvII. 


papoose popü's. N. Amer. Indian child. 
xvit. Algonkin (Narragansett papoos, Pequot 
pouppous). 


papoosh popi:f Oriental slipper. xvii. 
— Pers. papésh BABOUCHE; the Turk. pdadbutch 
is repr. by pabouch (xvit). 


pappus pæ'pəs (bot.) downy appendage on 
fruits. xvin. modL. — Gr. pdppos (i) grand- 
father, (ii) down on plants. So pa:pposk!. 
xvi. - modL 


papyrus popaiorros, pl -i ai kind of sedge 
rom which ancient writing material was 
made xiv (Wycl. Bible); writing material so 
prepared xvin. = L. papýrus — Gr. pápüros 
paper-rush, of unkn. (prob. Oriental) origin ; 
cf. PAPER. "Che comb. form is papyro-, as 
in papyro:Locy (1898) papyro: LocisT 
(earlier papyrographer 1896) 


par! paz equality of value, equal footing; 

recognized value of currency, etc. XVII; 
average amount XVIII. -—L. par equal (cf. 
PAIR, PEER). 


par? pài in F. expressions, e.g. ME. par 
charite (x11) out of Christian love, par com- 
paignie for company’s sake (x1v, Ch., Gower), 
mod. par excellence (xv1) above all others of 
the kind. - (O)F. par (— Pr., Cat. per, Rum. 
p(r)e) :- Rom. *?ra, *per ad (L. per PER-, 
ad AD-). See also PARDIE. 


para páro small Turkish coin. XVII. 
- Turk. = Pers. pdadrah piece, portion, coin 
so called. 


PARACLETE 


ara-'! pa'ro, pora&- before a vowel or A usu. 
p P 


par-, repr. comb. form of Gr. pard prep. by 
the side of, alongside, past, beyond, as in 
PARABLE, PARADIGM, PARADOX, PARALLEL, 
PARENTHESIS, PAROCHIAL, PARODY, etc. Also 
in numerous techn. comps. in which it had 
cogn. advb. and adj. uses, as ‘to one side’, 
‘amiss’, ‘irregular(ly)’, ‘wrong(ly)’. 


para-? parro repr. F. para--It. para-, 


imper. of parare ward off :- L. paráre PRE- 
PARE; orig. in It. words, e.g. parapetto 
PARAPET, parasole PARASOL, but adopted and 
extended in French, e.g. PARACHUTE, para- 
crotte mudguard, parapluie umbrella. 


parabasis pore:bosis in ancient Gr. 


comedy, choric song addressed to the 
audience. XIX. = Gr. pardábasis, f. para- 
baíneim go aside, step forward ; see PARA-!, 
COME. 


parable pz:rabl (arch.) similitude, dark 


saying, proverb ; fictitious narrative or alle- 
gory for teaching spiritual truth. xiv. ME. 
parabile, parable ~ (O)F. parabole — L. para- 
bola comparison, in ChrL. allegory, proverb, 
discourse, speech - Gr. parabolé compari- 
son, analogy, proverb, f. parabdllein put 
alongside, compare, f. pard PARA-'- bdllein 
cast, throw (cf. BALLISTA). See also PALAVER, 
PARABOLA, PAROLE. 


parabola porze:bolo (geom.) plane curve 


formed by the intersection of a cone by a 
plane parallel to a side of the cone. xvi 
(Digges). - modL. = Gr. parabolë applica- 
tion, spec. in geom. of a given area to a given 
straight line, f. parabdllein (see prec.). So 
parabolic pezrabo'lik pert. to parable, 
metaphorica| xvi. -]late L.-late Gr.; 
pert. to a parabola xvii. parabo:'licar in 
both senses. xvi. Q To the earlier Gr. geo- 
metricians, who investigated only sections 
perpendicular to the surface of the cone, the 
p. was known as dpfoywviov Kwvov Tony = 
sectio rectanguli coni, the use of zapaBoA7 in 
this sense (due to Apollonius of Perga, 11 B.c.) 
referring to the fact that a rectangle on the 
abscissa being equal to the square on the 
ordinate, can be ‘applied’ to the latus rectum 
without either excess (as in the hyperbola) 
or defect (as in the ellipse). 


Paracelsian pzrose:lsion pert. to (follower 


of) Theophrast Bombast von Hohenheim 
(1490-1541), Swiss physician, chemist, and 
natural philosopher, known as Paracelsus, 
a name supposed to be based on PARA-! and 
L. celsus high, thus loosely repr. von Hohen- 
heim (‘high dwelling’). xvi. Q To Para- 
celsus is due the invention of the words 
gnome, laudanum, sylph. 


parachute pz'rofüt umbrella-like appara- 


tus used for descending from a great height. 
XVIII, — F. parachute, f. PARA-?-F- chute fall 
(see CHUTE). 


Paraclete pz'roklit title of the Holy Ghost. 


xv. —- (OJF. paraclet - ChrL. paraclétus, also 
-clitus (Tertullian) - Gr. pardklétos advocate, 
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PARADE 


intercessor, f. parakalein call to one’s aid, 
f. pard PARA-) + kalefn call (cf. CLAIM). 
Q Pardklétos was assoc. by the Gr. Fathers 
with the Hellenistic sense ‘console, comfort’ 
(cf. paraklétér comforter). 


parade poreid show, display ; mustering of 
troops for inspection, etc.; place of such 
assembly; public square or promenade; 
Tparry. xvir. ~ F. parade —- Sp. parada and 
It. parata (i) display, (ii) parry, (iii) pulling- 
up of a horse - Rom. *paraáta, sb. use of 
fem. pp. of L. paráre PREPARE, which in 
Rom. acquired specific applications repr. in 
the Fr., Sp., and It. words given above; see 
-ADE, Hence as vb. XVII. 


paradigm pæ'rədaim, pæ'rədim pattern, ex- 
ample xv; (gram.) example of the inflexions 
of a class of words xvi. = late L. paradigma 
- Gr. parddeigma example, f. paradeikninai 
show side by side, f. pard pARA-!+ deikniinat 
show (see TEACH). Cf. F. paradigme (xvi). 


paradise pz:radais garden of Eden ; Heaven 
XII; paradisaical place or state XrIi1; park, 
pleasure-ground ; (after Luke xxiii 43, etc.) 
the Intermediate State xvii. ME. paradis, 
also paratis (X1I-xV) ~ (O)F. paradis, also in 
semi-pop. form parais — ChrL. paradisus- 
— Gr. parádeisos, first used by Xenophon of 
the parks of Persian kings and nobles, 
(hence) garden, orchard, in LXX and N.T. 
Eden, abode of the blessed -— Av. patridaéza 
enclosure, f. pairi around, PERI- + diz mould, 
form (see DOUGH), whence Arm. pardes, late 
Heb. pardés, Pers. (Arab.) firdaus garden. 
Cf. PARVIS. Hlence paradisaic -ei‘ik. xvii, 
paradisa‘icaL. xvil; after Fudaic, Mosaic. 
paradisiac -isiek, paradisiacar -ai-okl. 
XVIIL. — ChrL. paradistacus =- Gr. paradeisi-~ 
akés. Q Variants of greater or less currency 
are paradisean XVI1, paradisial xvin, para- 
disian XVII, paradisic XVIIL, paradisical XVIL. 


parados pæ'rədəs (fortif.) elevation of 
earth behind a fortified place. xix. —F. 
parados, f. PARA-?-- dos back :- L. dorsum 
(see DORSAL). 


paradox pze'rodoks statement or tenet con- 
trary to received opinion; proposition on 
the face of it (in pop. use, actually) self- 
contradictory xvi; phenomenon conflicting 
with preconceived notions xvi. —late L. 
paradoxum, -doxon, sb. use of n. of paradoxus 
— Gr. paráddoxos, f. bard PARA-!--dóxá opi- 
nion (cf. DOGMA). Cf. F. paradoxe 1580 
(Montaigne). Hence parado:xicar. xvi (in 


paradoxically, Sidney; earlier paradoxal, 
Dee). 


paraffin pz:rofin orig. colourless or white 
substance being a mixture of hydrocarbons; 
spec. a hydrocarbon of the methane series (p. 
oil, kerosene). XIX. — G. paraffin (Reichen- 
bach in ‘Journal für Chemie und Physik’ 
lix 456, 1830), f. L. parum too little, barely 
(see FEW) 4- affinis related (see AFFINITY); so 
named with ref. to its neutral quality and 
the small affinity it possesses for other 
bodies. 


paragogic 


PARALLEL 





perogo:d3ik (of a letter or 
syllable) added to a word. xvin. = modL. 
pavragógicus, f. late L. paragóge—- Gr. paragógé 
derivation, addition to the end of a syllable, 
f. bard past, beyond, PARA-!-l- agógé leading 
(cf. ACT). Also parago'gICAL. XVII. 


paragon pz'rogon pattern of excellence; 


Tmatch, mate; Tcomparison; perfect dia- 
mond xvr; tdouble camlet; fblack marble 
XVII; size of printing type xvul. — F. tpara- 
gon, now parangon (XVI) in the above senses 
(whence also Sp. para(n)gón) ~ It. paragone 
(x111) touchstone, comparison - medGr. 
parakéné whetstone, f. Gr. parakonán 
sharpen against, f. pará PARA-'-+akdné 
whetstone, f. *ak- (see ACID, etc.). 


paragraph pe:rograf character Q or P 


marking a section of a discourse, etc. ; 
passage or section of a book, etc. XVI; short 
passage or notice in a journal xvir. — (O)F. 
paragraphe or medL. paragraphus, -um 
— Gr. pardgraphos short horizontal stroke 
written below the beginning of a line in 
which a break of sense occurs, passage so 
marked, f. pard by the side+ -graphos writ- 
ten, grdphein write; see PARA-', GRAPHIC. 


parakeet pzraki-t small bird of the parrot 


kind. xvi. Three types are repr.: (i) parro- 
ket, -quet, perroquet xvi, (11) paraquito, 
-quetto XVI, (iii) par(r)akeet xvit, the last 
being anglicized forms of the former, which 
are — (O)F. paroquet (mod. perroquet parrot), 
It. parrocchetto, perrochetto, Sp. periquito, 
the interrelation of which is uncertain. The 
coexistence of WF. perrot (see PARROT), F. 
perruche parakeet (xvii), Guernsey perrounet 
parrot, Sp. perico parakeet, suggests that all 
the forms may be ult. based on a dim. of the 
name ‘Peter’ (F. Pierrot, Sp. Perico). 


parallax pz-roleks (astron.) apparent dis- 


placement or difference in the apparent 
position of an object. xvir. — F. parallaxe 
— modL. parallaxts — Gr. pardllaxts change, 
alternation, mutual inclination of two lines 
meeting in an angle, f. paralldssein (-allakt-) 
alter, alternate, f. pard PARA-! -- alldssetin 
exchange, f. dllos other (cf. ALTER, ELSE). 
So paralla-ctic. xvi. = Gr. 


parallel pz'rolel lying alongside another 


or one another and always at the same dis- 
tance apart XVI; precisely similar or corre- 
sponding xvir (Sh). -F. paralléle — L. 
parallélus - Gr. pardllélos, f. bará alongside 
+allélous -ón, etc. pl. one another, redupl. 
of dllos other; see PARA- and prec. So 
patrallelepiped -e:piped figure contained 
by 6 parallelograms. xvi (in Gr. form, 
Billingsley). - Gr. parallélepipedon, f. paral- 
lélos+-epipedon plane surface, sb. use of n. 
of epípedos plane, f. epí on, EPI--+-pédon 
ground. paralle-logram 4-sided rectilineal 
figure with opposite sides parallel. xvi 
(Billingsley). - F. parallélogramme -~ late L. 
parallélogrammum ~ Gr.  parallelógrammon, 
sb. use of n. of adj. f. pardllélos + grammé 
line (cf. -GRAM). 
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PARALOGISM 


PARBOIL 





paralogism porz:lédzizm false reasoning, | paraphernalia pez:rofaimei'lia articles of 


fallacy. xvi, — F. paralogisme or late L. 
paralogismus ~ Gr. paralogismds, f. paralogi- 
zesthai reason falsely, f. pardlogos ;see PARA-1, 
LOGOS, -ISM. 


paralysis pore-lisis disease involving im- 
pairment of motion or feeling. XVI. = L. 
paralysis = Gr. pardlusis, f. parahiesthat be 
‘loosened’ or disabled at the side, pass. of 
paraliein, f. pard-+ hiein loosen; see PARA-}, 
LOOSE. ‘This form superseded Tparalyste xIv 


personal property which the law allows a 
married woman to regard as her own XVII; 
trappings, accessories, appurtenances XVIII. 
-—medL. paraphernalia; sb. use (sc. bona 
goods) of n. pl. of paraphernalis, f. late L. 
parapherna —- Gr. pardpherna n. pl. articles of 
property held by a wife besides her dowry, 
f. pard beside, PARA-!--pherné dowry, rel. to 
pherein BEAR? (for the formation cf. OE. 
bearn BAIRN) ; see -AL!, -1A*. 


- (OJF. paralvsie; see PALSY. So paralyse, paraphrase pe‘rofreiz expression of the 


U.S. -yze affect with paralysis. xix. -— F. 
paralyser, f. paralysie. paralytic -li'tik. 
xiv. -(O)F. - L. - Gr. 


paramatta perome2‘to orig. applied to 
cloth made at Paramatta (prop. Parramatta) 
in New South Wales, Australia, where there 
was formerly a convict establishment in 
which it was produced; afterwards transf. 
to a fabric made in England. xix. 


parameter porze:mítor (math.) third pro- 


sense of a passage in other words. xvi (also 
in L. form). ~ F. paraphrase or L. para- 
phrasis - Gr. pardphrasis, f£. paraphrdzein 
tell in other words; see PARA-l, PHRASE. 
Hence as vb. XVII. 


paraplegia peroapli-d3Ja partial paralysis. 


xvi. modL. — Gr. paraplegia, f. paraplés- 
sein, f. pard PARA-! 4- plessein strike (*pleg]-) ; 
see -IA!. 


portional to any given diameter and its con- | parasang pz'roser Persian measure of 


jugate. XVII. —- modL. parameter, -metrum 
(C. Mydorge, 1631), f. Gr. pard beside, sub- 
sidiary to -b iuétron measure; see PARA-}, 
METER. 


paramount pz'romaunt (of a feudal lord) 
superior, supreme. xvI (also Tpera-). - AN. 
(Law FP.) paramont, peramont (e.g. le chef 
seigneur bar amont), adj. use of adv. paramont 
above (e.g. son seigneur prochain a luy para- 
mont his lord next above him), f. (O)F. par 
by 4- aont above; see PAR?, AMOUNT. 


paramour pzx‘ramuas adv. phr. paramour(s) 


length. xvi. -L. parasanga- Gr. para- 
sángés — Pers. word now repr. by farsang. 


parasceve perosi-vi eve of the Jewish Sab- 


bath. xvi. -ChrL. parascévé- Gr. para- 
skeué preparation, in N.T. day of prepara- 
tion for the Sabbath (Mark xv 42, Luke xxiii 
54, etc.), in later use, Good Friday, sb. of 
paraskeudzein prepare, f. pará PARA-1 + 
skeudzein make ready, f. sketios instrument, 
pl. equipment. 


paraselene see PARHELION. 


by way of (sexual) love, for love's sake, as | parasite pz'rosait one who obtains hospi- 


a lover. xiu. — OF. par amour(s) bv or 
through love; see PAR?, AMOUR. Hence as 
sb. t(sexual) love; lover, sweetheart XIII; 
illicit lover or mistress xIv (Ch.). The sb. 
use may have arisen partly from a mistaken 
analysis of the common ME. phr. to love 
paramour(s). @ In early use applied in 
devotional lang. to God and the Virgin Mary. 
paranoia pzronoro (path. mental de- 


rangement marked by delusions, etc. xix. 
modL. -—- Gr. paránoia, f. pardnoos distracted, 


tality, etc. by obsequiousness XV1 ; animal or 
plant supported by another xvir. = L. para- 
situs — Gr. pardsitos one who eats at the 
table of another, toady, f. bard beside, PARA-1 
+-sitos food. Cf. F. parastte (Rabelais). So 
parasitic -srtik. xvir. — L.— Gr. para- 
Si-tICAL. XVI. 


parasol pzroso-l, pxrasol sun-umbrella, 


sunshade. xvi. — F. parasol = Ít. parasole, 
f. para--+ sole sun; see PARA-*, SOLAR. 


f. pard beside, PARA-!--nóos, noíis mind (cf. | parasynthetic pæ'rəsinþe'tik — (gram.) 


NOETIC), Hence paranoi’ac adj. and sb. 


paranymph pe:ranimf friend of the bride- 
groom, groomsman, (also) bridesmaid; 
Tadvocate, spokesman. xvi. -= late L. para- 
nymphus, fem. -nympha = Gr. parádnumphos 
m. and fem.; see PARA-', NYMPH. 


parapet pæ'rəpet (fortif.) defence of earth 


based on a syntactical combination or com- 
pound, as hardhearted from hard heart, 
get-at-able from phr. get at. XIX. f. late Gr. 
parasúnthetos, f. pard beside + súnthetos, ppl. 
formation on suntithénai combine, f. sún 
together + tithénai put; see PARA-!, SYN-, 
THEME. 


or stone; low wall or barrier xvi; (local) | Parataxis pzrotz-ksis (gram.) placing of 


footpath of a street xix. -F. parapet 
(Rabelais) or its source It. parapetto wall 
breast-high, f. para- PARA-? -+ petto m L. 
pectu-s breast (cf. PECTORAL). 


propositions or clauses side by side without 
connecting words. XIX. - Gr. pardátaxis, f. 
paratdssein place side by side; see PARA~}. 
So paraTa‘CTic. XIX. 


paraph pezref fparagraph xiv; (dis- | parboil páuboil +A. boil thoroughly; B. 


tinctive) flourish after a signature xvi. — F. 
paraphe, ~afe - medL. paraphus, syncopated 
form of paragraphus PARAGRAPH. 
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boil partially xv. -= OF. parboillir —- late L.. 


perbullire; see PER-, BOIL. Sense B is due to 


assoc. with PART (so in medL. parbullire). 


PARBUCKLE 


parbuckle pa-xbaki (naut.) sling or looped 
rope used for raising and lowering. XVII 
(Capt. Smith). Early forms -bunkle, -bunkel, 
altered xviii by assoc. with BUCKLE; of unkn. 
origin. 

parcel pàá:i part, portion, particle, sur- 
viving in part and parcel xiv (Ch.) ; separate 
part, unit, or item XIV; portion of land xv; 
small party or company xvi (Sh.); quantity 
of a thing or things put together in a package 
Xvii; quantity of a commodity dealt with 
xvi. ME. parcelle - (O)F. parcelle — Pr. 
parcela, Sp. partecilla, It. particella, Rum. 
particea :— Rom. *particella, f£. L. particula 
PARTICLE. In advb. use ‘partly, partially’ 
from xv, e.g. in parcel-gilt, becoming obs. 
XVII, and revived by Scott c.1820. Hence 
parcel vb. divide into portions xv; (naut.) 
cover with canvas strips xvir (Capt. Smith}; 
the latter sense may have a separate origin. 


parcener jpà-sonor fpartner x11; (leg.) 
co-heir XVI. — AN. parcener — OF. pargonier 
= Pr. parsonier, Sp. parzonero, Pg. parceiro, 
Rom. *partionarius for *partitiondrius, £. L. 
partitió PARTITION ; see -ER?, PARTNER. 


parch paitf dry by exposure to great heat 
XIV (Trevisa); scorch, shrivel xvr. Also 
perch X1V-XV1, pearch XVIL, of obscure origin; 
the assumption that it is a var. of PIERCE 
(ONF. perchier) does not fit the sense, and 
that it is a specialized use of PERISH is not in 
accordance with the phonology. 


parchment pait/fmont skin of sheep or 
goat, etc, prepared for writing, etc. XIN 
(Cursor M.). ME. parchemin - (O)F. par- 
chemtn, earlier parcamin :- Rom. *partica- 
minum, which resulted from a blending of 
L. pergamina with Parthica pellis *Parthian 
skin', leather dyed scarlet (whence OF. 
parcheparchment, Pr. pargue kind of leather). 
Pergamina (sc. charta paper) writing-material 
prepared from skins invented at Pergamum 
(now Bergama) is repr. by Pr. pargami, Sp. 
pergamino, Olt. pergamina, the collateral 
form Pergaména by Pr. pergamen. Assimila- 
tion of the ending of the Eng. word to the 
suffix -MENT appears XV; it is anticipated in 
medL. pergamentum (x1); cf. Du. perkament, 
perkement, (M)HG. pergament. 


parclose pauklouz  Tclose, conclusion; 
partition, screen. xiv. ME. parclos(e) - OF. 
parclos m., parclose fem., sb. uses of pp. of 
parclore, f. par-, L. per- thoroughly, PER- 4.4- 
clore i- L. claudere CLOSE. 

pard! páid (arch.) panther, leopard. XIII 
(Cursor M.). OE. pard; in ME. -= OF. pard 
-L. pardus- Gr. padrdos, of Indo-Iranian 
origin (cf. Skr. p¢dakus tiger, panther, Pers. 
pars panther). See also LEOPARD. 


pard? paid (U.S.) mate. xix. abbrev. of. 


pardner, vulgar form (xviii) of PARTNER. 


pardie pàáidr, perdie ps5idi (arch. as- 
severation). XII. = OF. par dé (mod. 
pardieu, colloq. pardi) ‘by God’ = L, per 
Deum , see PAR?, DEITY. 
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paresis pxrrisis 


parget 


PARGET 





pardon pi-id(a)n remission of punishment 


for an offence (spec. papal indulgence) xIII 
(Cursor M.); excusing of a fault xvi. ~ OF. 
pardun, perdun (mod. pardon) = Pr. perdo, 
Sp. perdon, lt. perdono; f. OF. pardoner, 
perduner (mod. pardonner), whence pa:xrdon 
vb. xv = Pr., Sp. perdonar, lt. perdonare :- 
medL. perdonare, f. L. per PER- -- dónáre give 
(see DONATION) ; cf. FORGIVE. So pa‘rdoner* 
(arch.) ecclesiastic licensed to sell pardons. 
xiv (PP1., Ch.)}. —- AN. pardoner. 


pare pear trim by cutting. xuri (Sir Tris- 


trem). —(O)F. parer adorn, arrange, peel 
(fruit) :—- L. paráre PREPARE, which in Rom. 
acquired specialized uses, as in Pr., Sp. 
parar adorn, arrange, It. parare ward off 
(cf. PARADE, PARRY), rel. to parere (see 
PARENT). 


paregoric pærigo'rik assuaging pain XVII; 


sb. for p. elixir carmphorated tincture of 
opium XIX. -late L. parégoricus — Gr. 
paregorikós encouraging, soothing (zapqyopi- 
KOv duppaKoy, m7. KaTaiAaopa, Galen), f. paré- 
gorein console, soothe, f. pard beside -+ 
&gor-, var. of agor- in agoreitein speak in the 
assembly ; see PARA-', CATEGORY, -IC. 


parenchyma porenkimo (anat. and zool.) 


substance of the liver, etc., (bot.) cellular 
tissue. XVII. —modL. - Gr. parégkhuma 
(-mat-) ‘something poured in besides’, f. 
pard+égkhuma infusion, f. egkheîn, f. en 
in+khein pour; see PARA-!, EN-?, FUSION. 
The Gr. word was first used by Erasistratus 
(111 B.C.) in the first sense. Hence paren- 
chy:matovs, pare:nchymovs. XVII. 


parent pea'ront father or mother; Trelative. 


xv. — (OJF. parent (1n both senses), corr. to 
Pr. paren related, Sp. pariente related, hus- 
band (parienta wife), It. parenti relatives, 
tparents, Rum. párinte father, priest, párinji 
parents ?- L. parentem, nom. paréns father 
or mother, pl. parentés parents, progenitors, 
kinsfolk, (prop.) procreators, prp. with 
athematic stem of parere bring forth, rel. 
to purdre PREPARE; see -ENT. So pa’rentaGE. 
xv (Caxton). -(O)F. parentac! pare-ntol. 
XVII. = L. 


parenthesis pore-npisis qualifying matter 


introduced into a passage XVI; device used 
to mark this, eg. () [] xvur. -late L. 
— Gr. parénthesis, £. barentithénai place in 
besides; see pPpara-!, EN-?, THESIS. So 
parenthe:tic(sL). xvii. —- medL. 


parergon pers-Igon (in painting) some- 


thing subordinate to the main theme; sub- 
ordinate piece of work. xvi. — L., extra 
ornament in art ~ Gr. pdrergon subordinate 
or secondary business ; see PARA-!, WORK. 


(path.) partial paralysis. 
xvii, modL. — Gr. páresis, f. bariénai relax, 
£. pard PARA-1 4- hiénai let go. 

piudait daub with plaster. xiv 
(Wycl. Bible, Trevisa). =- OF. pargeter, 
parjeter (now dial. fill up joints in masonry), 
f. par through, all over (PAR?) + jeter cast 


PARHELION 


:- medL. jectare, for L. jactare throw (see 
JET?); cf. the use of cast as in rough-cast. 


Parhelion püàihrlion (astron.) mock sun. 
XVII. In early use par(h)elion, par(h)elius 
~ L. parélion ~ Gr. parélion, also -tos, f. pard 
beside, PARA-!--Ahélios suN. So pa:rasele:ne 
mock moon. xvir. modL. (Gr. seléné moon). 

pariah perio, peo:rio, pà-rio member of a 
low Hindu caste xvi1; social outcast XIX. 
Earlier parea, parrie, par(ryar — Tamil 
paratyar, pl. of baratyan name of the largest 
of the lower castes in S. India, lit. ‘drummer’, 
f. parai large drum beaten at certain festivals. 


parietal poraiitol (anat.) pert. to the wall 
of the body or a bodily organ xvi; (U.S.) 
pert. to residence within walls of a college 
XIX. — F. pariétal or late L. parietdlis, f. 
pariet-, pariés wall, partition wall (from 
Rom. *parété are F. paroi, It. parete, etc.; 
cf. W. parwyd); see -aLt. ‘The comb. form 
is pari-eto- xix. 

parish p:z'rij district for administrative 
purposes, orig. township having its own 
church and priest. xir. ME. paroche, 
-Os(c)he, -osse, -isshe, -esche- AN., OF. 
paroche and (O)F. paroisse — ecclL. paro- 
chia, alt. (after parochus - Gr. párokhos 
public purveyor) of parecia —- Gr. paroikíà 
sojourning, f. pdroikes dwelling near, so- 
journer, stranger, f. pard beside, PARA-!-- 
otkos dwelling, house (see wICK!); it is 
doubtful whether the notion ‘neighbour’ or 
'sojourner' was prevalent in determining 
the application of parecia, parochia (which, 
moreover, was formerly equivalent to ‘dio- 
cese’ as well as ‘parish’). For -sh repr. OF. 
-ss- cf. -IsH*, etc. So parishioner pori: Jana 
inhabitant of a parish xv; superseded earlier 
tparishion, Tparishen (x1v), alt., after PARISH, 
of Tparoschian, -ien (X111), parochian = OF. 
parochien, -ossien (mod. paroissien), f£. paroche, 
etc. ; -ER! was added to suggest more clearly 
a personal designation. 

parisyllabic perisile:bik (gram.) having 
the same number of syllables in the nomina- 
tive as in the oblique cases. xvir. f. L. pari-, 
pår equal, PARt-+ syllaba SYLLABLE -+ -IC. 

park paik enclosed tract of land held by 
royal grant or prescription for the chase xii 
(1.a3.); (north.) field, paddock xv1; enclosed 
piece of ground for public recreation ; space 
in a camp occupied by artillery, etc. XVII. 
— (O)F. parc — Pr. parrec herd, pargue park 
(whence It. barco, Sp., Pg. parque) :- medL. 
parricus (*Lex Ripuaria! virr) - Germ. base 
repr. by OHG. pfarrih, pferrih (G. pferch) 
pen, fold, corr. to OE. pearruc (see PAD- 
DOCK?), MLG., MDu. pere (Du. perk) (Ir., 
Gael. pairc, W. pare are from Eng.). Cf. 
PARQUET. Hence park vb. xvi f. the sb. 

parkin pa-skin kind of gingerbread. xx. 
Of local origin; perh. f. proper name Parkin, 
Perkin, dim. of Per, Peter. 

parky pa-iki (colloqg.) chilly. xıx. perh. f. 
PARK-J--Y!, as suggesting the atmospheric 
conditions of a (London) park. 


PAROLE 


parlance pà:ilons (arch.) speech xv1; mode 
of speech, idiom xvii. — OF. parlance, f. 
parler :- L. parabolare; see PARLOUR, -ANCE. 


parley pa-ili speech, talk; (conference for) 
discussion of terms. xvi. perh. ~ OF. parlee, 
sb. use of fem. pp. of parler speak (see prec.). 
Hence parley vb. xvi. Superseded con- 
temp. tparle sb. and vb., of which the vb. 
was immed. — F. parler and the sb. from the 
vb. So parleyvoo  páilivü: (joc.) sb. 
French talk xvirr; Frenchman xix ; vb. talk 
French xvir. = F. Parlez-vous (français)? 
Do you speak (French) ? 

parliament pa-ilimont ftalk, conference; 
deliberative assembly xır; Great Council 
of the realm xiv. ME. parlement — (O)F. 
parlement, f. parler; see PARLANCE, ~MENT.. 
The present form follows AL. parliamentum 
(xit), which 1s prob. based on Eng. parli-; 
it appears in XV, when four main forms were 
current, parle-, -Ia-, -li-, -lia-. Hence pa:r- 
liamenta:RIAN sb., parliame-ntaryY. XVII; 
cf. F. parlementaire adj. (xvi), sb. (XVIII). 

parlour, U.S. parlor pa-1le1 apartment 
set aside for conversation in a religious house 
XIII; smaller room in a mansion, dwelling- 
house, etc. for private talk, (hence) family 
sitting-room XIV (Ch.). - AN. parlur, OF. 
parleor, parleur (mod. parloir} == Pr. parla- 
dor, It. parlatorio (cf. medL. parlatérium) ; 
f. Rom. *par(au)ldre (see PARABLE, PAROLE) ; 
the ending is assim. to -OUR’, 


parlous pios exposed to danger XIV; 
dangerously cunning xv. ME. perlous, 
parlous, syncopated form of perelous, parelous 
PERILOUS. 


Parmesan pa:rmizon epithet of a cheese 
made in the province of Parma and else- 
where in N. Italy. =F. parmesan - It. 
parmigiano, f. Parma. 


Parnassian painz:sion of or belonging to 
Parnassus, poetic xvit; epithet of school of 
French poetry (les Parnassiens) XIX. — L. 
Parnassus — Gr. Parnassós, mountain an- 
ciently sacred to the Muses. See -IAN. 


parochial pərou'kiəl pert. to a parish. XIV. 
~ AN. parochiel, OF. parochial ~ ecclL. 
parochialis, f£. parochia; see PARISH, -AL!. 
Formerly also Tparochian xiv. - OF. paro- 
chien — medL. 

parody p:z'roadi imitation of a work so 
turned as to produce a ridiculous effect. XVI 
(Jonson). -medL. parddia (Pseudo-Asco- 
nius) or Gr. pardidid burlesque poem or 
song, f. pará beside, subsidiary, mock- 4- 
óidé song, poem; see PARA-l, ODE, -Y*. 
pa:rody vb. xvii (Pope), pa: rodisr. xvi; 
prob. after F. parodier, parodiste. 


parol pæ'rəl oral statement xv; (leg.) plead- 
ings filed in an action XVII; adj. oral xvi 
~ (O)F. parole, in Law F. parol; see next. 


parole psrou] word of honour XVII; pass- 
word used by an officer or inspector of the 
guard xvi. ~(O)F. parole word, in the 
sense ‘formal promise, engagement’ (as in 
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PAROLI 


phr. parole d'honneur) += Rom. *paraula :- 
L. parabola PARABLE, 


paroli pāröli doubling the stake at faro, 
etc. XVIII. = F. paroli- It. paroli, f. pari 
like :- L. pare-m (see PA1R). Cf. It. giocare 
a part (Neapolitan jocd a paro) play with 
money added to the original stake. 


paronomasia perondmei-zia playing on 
words. xvi. - L.- Gr. paronomasíà, f. pard-+- 
onomasíá naming, after paronomázein alter 
slightly in naming, f. pará-d-ónoma; see 
PARA-!, NAME, -IA!. 


paronymous poro:nimos (of words) radi- 

cally connected. xvi. f. Gr. pardnumos, f. 
pard+dnuma, dnoma; see PARA-*, NAME, 
-OUS. 


parotid poro-tid (anat.) situated beside or 
near the ear. XVII. — F. parotide — L. parõtid-, 
parótis - Gr. parotid-, parotís, £. bard PARA-1 
--ót-, ofls EAR! ; see -ID?, 


-parous poros, repr. L. -parus bearing, 
producing, rel. to parere bring forth (see 
PARENT), as in 6viparus OVIPAROUS, viviparus 
VIVIPAROUS; hence in numerous later and 
mod. formations; see -OUS. 


paroxysm pæ'rəksizm increase of the 
acuteness of a disease; violent access, fit. 
XVII. = F. paroxysme ~ medL. paroxysmus 
irritation, exasperation — Gr. paroxusmds, f. 
paroxünein, f. pará in addition, PARA-14- 
oxtinein sharpen, f. oxiis sharp (cf. oxv-). 


paroxytone see OXYTONE. 


parpen  pà'pon binding stone passing 
through a wall from side to side. xv (per- 
pend, -poynt, etc.). — OF. parpain, also per-, 
-pan, -pin, -boin (mod. parpaing), whence 
also adj. in pierre parpaigne; of much con- 
tested origin, but prob. :- Rom. *perpan- 
niu-s, f. L. per through + pannus in Rom. 
use, section of a wall; see PER-, PANEL. 


parquet pa‘tkei flooring consisting of 
pieces of wood set in a pattern; (U.S.) part 
of the floor near the orchestra in a theatre. 
XIX. ~ (O)F. parquet small marked-off space, 
etc., dim. of parc PARK ; see -ET. 


parr pàr young salmon, or coal-fish. xviir. 
Of unkn. origin. 


parrel, parral pæ'rəl (naut) band by 
which the middle of a yard is fastened to a 
mast. xv. var. of tparel (xIv) equipment, 
apparatus, tackle, aphetic of APPAREL. 


parricide! pæ'risəid murderer of a father, 
near relative, or revered person, traitor. XVI. 
— (O)F. parricide or L. pár(ryicida, of uncer- 
tain origin, but assoc. by the Romans with 
pater FATHER and paréns PARENT; for the 
second el. see -cIDE!. So pa‘rricIDE? mur- 
der of a father, etc. xvi. — F, parricide or 
L. par(r)icidium ; see -CIDE?, 


parrot pz'rot bird of the genus Psittacus 
and its congeners. xvi (Skelton). prob. 


PART 


appellative use of F. {Perrot (cf. PIERROT), 
dim. of Pierre Peter ; pérot is given by Littré 
as a familiar name in modF. for the bird, 
and pierrot for house-sparrow ; cf. PARAKEET. 
@ The earlier name was POPINJAY. 


parry pz‘ri ward off or turn aside a weapon. 
XVII. prob. repr. F. parez (used as a word 
of command in fencing), imper. of parer 
— It. parare ward off, specialized use of the 
sense 'prepare' (cf. PARADE). 


parse paiz, (formerly, and now Sc. and 
U.S.) pais state the part of speech of. xvi 
(pars(e), peirse, pearse, in XVII parce, pearce). 
Of doubtful origin; perh. orig. f. ME. pars 
(XIII-xv) parts of speech (- OF. pars, pl. of 
part PART), and later infl. by L. pars, as in 
the question Qua pars orationis? What part 
of speech ? ; but the forms in -ea-, -ei- are in 
any case difficult of explanation. 


Parsee, Parsi pársi: descendant of Persians 
who fled to India to escape Mohammedan 
persecution. XVII. — Pers. Paürsi Persian, f. 
Pars Persia. 


parsimony, parci- p4-1simoni (arch.) care 
in the use of money XV; stinginess XVI. = L. 
parsi-, parcimónia, -mónium, f. pars-, pp. 
stem of parcere refrain, spare; see -MONY 
and cf. F. parcimonte, tparsi-. Hence parsi- 
MONIOUS -ou'niss. XVI. 


parsley p4-1sli biennial herb, Petroselinum 
sativum (Apium Petroselinum). The earliest 
antecedents of the present form, percely, 
pers(e)le, -ly (xiv), appear to repr. a blend 
of (i) OE. petersilie, corr. to MDu. petersilie 
(mod. -selie), OHG. petersilia (G. petersilie) 
— Rom. *bpetrosilium, for L. petroselinum 
— Gr. petrosélinon, f. pétrà rock, pétros stone 
+sélinon parsley, with (ii) ME. percil, 
per(e)sil (surviving dial. parsel) - OF. peresil 
(mod. persil, corr. to Pr. pe(t)resilh, Sp. 
perejil, Pg. perrexil, Olt. petrosello, of the 
same L. = Gr. origin. 


parsnip pd‘isnip biennial plant, Pastinaca 
sativa, with pale-yellow root. xiv (Trevisa). 
'Theimmed. antecedents of the present form, 
pars(e)nep (xXvI) are alterations of earlier 
pas(se)nep — (with assim. to ME. nep, OE. 
næp turnip = L. näpus) OF. pasnaie (mod. 
panais) = L. pastināca, whence also (M)Du., 
(O)HG. pastinak(e). Cf. TURNIP. 


parson p4-1s(9)n parish priest XIII; clergy- 
man, minister XVI. ME. person, later par- 
so(u)n — OF. persone, (law F.) parsone :—- L. 
persóna PERSON, used in the eccl. sense at 
the Council of Clermont 1096 (mortuis . . 
vel mutatis Clericis quos Personas vocant"). 
The genesis of the application is much dis- 
puted, but in England the parson has been 
long held to be the legal persona who could 
sue and be sued in respect of the parish. So 
pa‘rsonacE tbenefice xiv (Wyclif); for p. 
house XV. — OF. personage. 


part pait A. portion of a whole; portion 
allotted, share x1II; portion of the body xiv; 
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PARTAKER 


melody assigned to a voice or instrument 
Xvi; B. region; side xiv. OE., repl. by 
- (OF. part = Pr. part, Sp., It. parte = L. 
partem, pars share, part of a whole, side, 
direction, perh. rel. to porti PORTION, and 
parere produce (see PARENT). Also adv. and 
adj. in part, partly, partial xvr; cf. AN. par- 
paiement (xiv). So part vb. A. divide into 
parts; B. put or go asunder; C. depart XIII. 
- (O)F. partir = Pr., Sp. partir, lt. partire 
:- L. (Rom.) partire, partiri divide, distri- 
bute, part, f. parti-, pars. 


partaker pàiterkor one who takes a part, 
participator. xiv. f. PART sb.+ taker, agent- 
noun of TAKE, after L. particeps; so par- 
ta'king. xıv (Wycl. Bible), after late L. 
participátió PARTICIPATION ; see -ER}, ~ING}, 
Hence by back-formation parta:ke vb. xvi 
(in XVI-XVII often with pt. and pp. partaked, 
the connexion with take being obscured). 
Cf. G. teilnehmer. 


parterre pauütreo:i level space in a garden 
with ornamental flower-beds. xvir. =F. 
parterre, sb. use of phr. par terre on or along 
the ground (L. ^ar PAR!, terra earth). 





parthenogenesis páupinoudze:nisis repro- 
duction without sexual union. xix (R. 
Owen). modL., f. Gr. parthénos virgin -- 
génesis birth, GENESIS. 


partial pa-1{(a)l A. inclined to favour one 
party or individual xv (Lydg.); B. pert. to 
a part xvi (Lydg.). —- OF. parcial (mod. 
partial in sense A, partiel in sense B), corr. 
to Sp. parcial, 1t. parziale - late L. partidlis, 
f. L. parti-, bars PART; see -ALI, So par- 
tiA‘LITY. XV (parcialte, parcialite). —(O)F. 
parcialté, -alité - medL. pa'rtialiv? xv; 
after late L. partidliter (i) partly, (ii) with 
partiality, or in sense ‘partly’ -(O)F. par- 
tiellement. 


partible pà-tibl divisible. xvi. — late L. 
partibilis, £. L. partiri divide, PART ; see -IBLE. 


participate pàitrsipeit take part (in). XVI. 
f. pp. stem of L. participare, f. particip-, 
-ceps taking part, f. parti-, bars PART-- cip-, 
weakened form of cap- of capere take; see 
HEAVE, -ATE.. So parti:cipANT. xvi; par- 
ticipa'rioN. xiv (Ch). -(O)F. - late L. 


participle pa-itisipl] (gram.) word that par- 
takes of the nature of a verb and an adjective 
XiV (Wycl. Bible); Tperson or thing par- 
taking of two natures xv. - OF. participle, 
by-form of participe — L. participium (Varro, 
Quintilian), f. particeps (see prec.), after mE 
metokhé (Dionysius of Halicarnassus), f 
metékhein partake. €[ For the parasitic l cf. 
manciple, principle, treacle. 


particle páutikl small or minute part xiv ; 
(gram.) minor part of speech merely ex- 
pressing relation xvi. = L. particula, dim. 
of parti-, pars PART; see -CLE. 


particoloured pä'itikaləid partly of one 
colour and partly of another. xvi. Ín early 
use partie or party coloured beside parti- 
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partisan"? 


partlet* 


partly pa-atli in part. XVI. 


partners 


PARTNERS 


coloured; amplification of PARTY? by com- 
bination with coloured. 





particular poitikjülor Tpartial xiv (Tre- 


visa); pert. to a single individual xiv (Ch.): 
Tprivate, personal xv; distinguished as an 
individual xvi; tbestowing marked atten- 
tion XVII; attentive to details xix ; sb. Tpart, 
section; minute part; particular instance; 
item, detail xvi. ME. particuler ~ OF. par- 
ticuler (mod. particulier) — L. particuldris 
(opp. to unicersalis, Apuleius), f. particula 
PARTICLE; see -AR; conformed to L. xvi. 
So parti cularisw. xix (theol), after F. 
particularisme (Bossuet) or modL. particu- 
lárismus ; in politics, after G. partikularismus. 
parti-cularist xviii, after F. particulariste. 
particularity -z:riti. xvi. —(O)F. parti- 
cularité orlate L. particularitàs (Cassiodorus, 
Boethius). parti:cularizg. xvi. - F. parti- 
culariser. parti:cularLy? xiv; after late L. 
particulàriter or (O)F. particuliérement. 


partisan! pastize-n zealous supporter XVI; 


guerrilla soldier or chief xvii. — F. partisan 
— It. dial. partisano, partegan, Tuscan 
partigiano, f. parte PART + ~igiano (Rom. 
*-ése, L. -énsi-s X *-iano, L. -idnus -1AN); 
Cf. COURTESAN, PARMESAN. 


pà'itizen long-handled spear, 
halberd. xvr. — F. Tpartizane (now pertut- 
sane, after pertuiser bore through, PIERCE) 
— It. Tpartesana, dial. var. of partigiana, sb. 
use (sc. arma arm, weapon) of fem. of parti- 
giano (see prec.), so called as being used by 
some faction. 


partition păīti'fən action of dividing, orig. 


of property; (her.) division of a shield xv; 
division in general xvi. —(O)F. partition 
corr. to Sp. partición, It. partizione = L, 
partitió(n-), f. partiri divide, share, PART; 
see -ITION, So pa'rtitivE (gram.) pert. to 
part of a whole. xvr (Whitington, Palsgr.). 
— F. partitif or medL. partitivus. 


partlet!, Partlet pa-atlit (proper name for) 


a hen. orig. damoisele Pertelote (xtv, Ch. 
‘Nun’s Priest’s Tale’ 50), repr. later by dame 
Partlet (Sh.), occurring as a common noun in 
early xvir. - OF. Pertelote, of unkn. origin. 


pá'tlit neckerchief, ruff. xvr. 
Earlier Sc. and north. tpatelet (xv, Henry- 
son) — OF. patelette, dim. of patte paw, band 
or belt of stuff; see -LET. @ The form 
appears to have been assim. to prec. 


f. PART + ~LY?, 
to render L. partim (old acc. sg. of pars PART) 
and express the meaning of in part (Xiv) by 
means of an adv. corr. to twholely, WHOLLY. 


partner pi-itner partaker, associate xIv; 


(comm.) XVI; in games XVII; alt. of PAR- 


CENER by assoc. with PART. 


pa-stneiz (naut.) framework 
fitted around a hole or scuttle x11 (paute- 
neres Sandahl). -— pl. of OF. pautonier 
servant (= F. valet); cf. similar use of 
carlings CARLING!,?. 


PARTRIDGE 


partridge p4-itrid3 well-known game-bird, 
esp. Perdix cinerea. xii. ME. partrich, 
north. and Sc. partrick, also per- = OF. 
perdriz, -triz (mod. perdrix), alt. of perdiz 
—L. perdicem, -ix, which is CRom. (exc. 
Rum.), but often in alt. forms, viz. Pr. 
perditz, perlitz, Cat. perdiu, Sp., Pg. perdiz, 
It. pernice, tperdice. @ The change from 
final -che tf to -dge d3 is paralleled in know- 
ledge, sausage, smallage, Greenwich gri'nid3, 
Norwich no‘rid3, Woolwich wu:lid3. 


parturient paitjuo‘rient about to bring 
forth. xvi. -L. parturient, -éns, prp. of 
parturire be in labour, inceptive f. part-, 
pp. stem of parere bring forth; see PARENT, 
-ENT. So parturr'TIoN. XVII. ~ late L. 


party! pati A. fpart, portion; side in a 
contest, etc.; company or body of persons; 
person considered in some relation, spec. as 
litigant, etc. Xit1; (now vulgar) individual, 
person XV; body of adherents xvi; detach- 
ment of troops XVII; gathering, assembly 
xvii. ME. parti(e)-(O)F. partie part, 
share, side in a contest, contract, etc., litigant 
= Pr., Sp. partida, It. partita := Rom. 
*partita, sb. use of fem. pp. of L. partiri 
PART, whence also Du. partij, G. partei. 
Some of the Eng. meanings (‘military party’, 
‘political party’) are due to later (O)F. parti, 
corr. to Sp. partido, lt. partito :- Rom. 
*partitum, n. pp. 


party? p4a-1ti tparticoloured, variegated xiv 
(Ch., Gower); (her.) of a shield divided into 
parts of different tinctures xv. ~ (O)F. parti 
- L. partitu-s, pp. of partiri divide, PART. 


parvenu pa‘ivanju one who from obscurity 
has (unexpectedly or undeservedly) attained 
to wealth or position. xIx. F., sb. use of 
pp. of parvenir arrive, reach a position :~ L. 
pervenire, f. per PER-1-+ venire COME. 


parvis pá'ivis court in front of a church, 
church portico. xiv (Ch.). - (O)F. parvis, 
Tparevis (beside pareis} += Rom. *paravisu-s, 
for late L. paradisus PARADISE (applied in 
the Middle Ages to the atrium in front of 
St. Peter’s, Rome). 


Pasch pask (hist.) Passover; Easter. XII 
(Peterborough Chron., Orm). ME. pasch(e), 
pask(e), also pl. pasches, paskes (esp. Easter- 
tide). - OF. pasche-s, pasque-s (mod. Páques), 
corr. to Pr. pasca(s), Sp., It. pasqua, Pg. 
fpascoa :- Rom. (medL.) pascua, alt. (by 
assim. to pdscuum pasture), of ecclL. pascha 
— Gr. pdskhá — Aram. paskhá, rel. to Heb. 
pesakh Passover; from L. are also OFris., 
OS. pascha (Du. paaschen pl.), Icel. páskar 
pl.; north. ME. pask(e), whence pass, pace 
(in PACE EGG) is due to Scand. So paschar! 
pà'skol. xv. - (O)F. pascal — ecclL. paschális. 


pasha (formerly also pacha) pa:Ja, px-Ja, 
pofá: Turkish title of officers of high rank. 
xvii. = Turk. paşa, perh. identical with 
basha, f. bash head, chief (cf. BASHAW). 


PASSIBLE 


pasque-flower pa-skflauo1 species of ane- 
mone. XVI. orig. passeflower (Lyte, 1578) 
— F. passe-fleur, f. passer Pass sb. + fleur 
FLOWER; altered to pasque-flower by Gerarde, 
1597, after pasque, PAsCH, because ‘they 
flower for the most part about Easter’, 


pasquil pæ'skwil lampoon published or 
circulated. xvI. orig. name of the personage 
on whom anonymous lampoons were fa- 
thered, It. Pasquillo (whence medL. Pasquil- 
lus), dim. of Pasguino, pop. name of a statue 
in Rome (disinterred 1501) at which Latin 
verses (later satirical) were presented. 


pass! pas. ME. pas, paas (x11), var. of PACE? 
which became restricted to the sense ‘pas- 
sage’ (as between mountains, across a river), 
prob. through contact with F. pas (pas d’une 
montagne, pas d'une rivióre); the sp. was 
infl. by next. 


pass? pàs intr. (the most general vb. express- 

ing onward motion); also trans. go by, 
through, or beyond. xii (RGlouc., Cursor 
M.). — (O)F. passer — Pr. passar, Sp. pasar, 
It. passare :— Rom. *passáre (medL., im- 
plied in passdticum transport-money), f. 
passus step, PACE. Hence pa-ssABLeE that 
may be passed; that passes muster. XV. 
-— (O)F. passable. 


pass? pàs event, issue xv (Caxton); act of 
passing ; permission to go; lunge, thrust XVI. 
Partly ~ F. passe, f. passer; partly f. PAss*. 


passado pæsā'dou (in fencing) forward 
thrust. xvi (Sh.). alt. of Sp. pasada (cf. Pr. 
passada, It. passata, F. passade); see -ADO. 


passage pæ'sid3 action of passing; way by 
which one passes XIII (S. Eng. Leg.); event, 
act (surviving in p. of arms); part of a dis- 
course or musical composition xvi. = (O)F. 
passage — Pr. passatge (whence Sp. pasage, 
It. passaggio) - Gallo-Rom. *passaticum, f. 
*hassare; see PASS?, -AGE. 


passant pz'sont Tpassing, surpassing XIV; 
(her.) walking xv. — (O)F. passant, prp. of 
passer PASS? ; see -ANT. 


passé pisei past one's or its prime. XVIII. 
— F., pp. of passer PASS?. 


passenger pz'sindsor Ttraveller, wayfarer 
XIV; one who travels in a vessel or vehicle 
xvi. ME. passager — (O)F. passager, sb. use 
of adj. passing, f. Passage PASSAGE ; see -ER?, 
qj For the intrusive n cf. HARBINGER. 


passe-partout pzspàáitü: master-key xvi1; 
plate of cardboard, etc. cut out to receive a 
picture XIX. F., f. passer PASS? + partout 
everywhere (L, per, tõōtum). 


passerine pæ'sərain (ornith.) pert. to the 
Passeres or perchers. xvirr (Pennant). f. L. 
passer sparrow -- -INE!. 


passible pae'sibl capable of suffering. xiv 
(Rolle). — (O)F. passible or ChrL. passibilis, 
f. pass-, pp. stem of pati suffer ; see PATIENT, 
-IBLE. 
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PASSIM 


PASTY 





passim pz':sim in many or various places. 

XIX. L., here and there, everywhere, f. 
passus spread abroad, scattered += *padtos, 
f. *bad-, base of pandere spread out (cf. 
EXPAND); cf. paulatim, statim, vicissim. 


passion pz-fon suffering of pain (earliest, 
of the sufferings of Jesus Christ) xit ; Tbeing 
acted upon ; powerful affection of the mind 
XIV (Ch.) ; outburst of anger; amorous feel- 
ing XVI; sexual impulse ; strong predilection 
xvii. — (O)F. passion = Pr., Sp., it. passtone 
= ChrL. passiö (n-) suffering (whence OE. 
passion), affection (rendering Gr. pathos), 
f. pass-, pp. stem of pati; see PATIENT, -ION. 
So pa-:ssionATE? prone to anger xv; marked 
by strong emotion xvi. - medL. passiondtus 
(cf. F. passionné, etc.)  passion-flower 
genus Passiflora. xvir. tr. modL. flos pas- 
siónis ; so named from the comparison of the 
corona to the Crown of Thorns. 


passive pa'siv (gram.) opp. to active XIV 
(Wycl. Bible) ; suffering action from without 
xv; (Sc. law) under a liability xvi. —- (O)F. 
passif, -ive or L. passivus, -iva (gram. tr. Gr. 
Unttos), f. pass-; see PASSION, -IVE. Hence 
passi:virY. XVII. 


Passover pi:sou:vori Jewish feast, the lamb 
sacrificed at this, the Paschal Lamb (see 
Exodus xii 11, 13 ; 1 Cor.v7). xvi (Tindale). 
f. phr. pass over pass without touching (Pass?, 
OVER prep.), rendering Heb. pesakh, f. 
pasakh pass over (cf. PascH). 


passport pa‘spdrt authorization to pass 
from a port or leave a country. XV. =F. 
passeport (cf. It. passaporto), f. passer PASS+- 
port PORTI. 


past pāst that is gone or has passed away, 
ago XIV (Cursor M.); (gram.) preterite XVI; 
sb. the p. (F. le passé) xv1; one's p. xix. ME. 
passed, past; arising out of the perfect tense 
of resultant condition of the vb. PAss? formed 
with the vb. 'to be', e.g. the daies ben (i-) 
passed | (i)past, corr. to OF. les jors sont 
passés. Hence as prep. beyond in time or 
place XIII; arising from such construction 
as ‘The day is short and iż is passed pryme', 
‘It was passed 8 of the clokke the space of 
2 degrees’ (Ch.); whence ellipt. as adv. 
XIX (e.g. to go past). 


paste peist flour moistened and kneaded 
xIvV (PPl., Gower); mixture of flour and 
water used as a glue xvi; applied to various 
other mixtures xvir. = OF. paste (mod. pâte) 
— Pr., Sp., It. pasta :- late L. pasta small 
square piece of a medicinal preparation 
(Marcellus Empiricus, c.400)- Gr. pdsté, 
pl. pastd, pastai barley porridge, sb. uses of 
pastós sprinkled, f. pdssein sprinkle. Hence 
paste vb. XVI. pa:steBOARD material made 
by pasting sheets of paper together XVI; for 
*pasted board; cf. the recorded tpasted 
paper (xv1). pasty! persti. XVII. 


pastel! pae'stol woad. xvi. — F. pastel — Pr. 
pastel, dim. of pasta PASTE; the leaves of 
woad are made into a paste for pigment. 


pastel? pæ'stəl dry paste used for crayon 
xvir (Evelyn); drawing in this xix. -F. 
pastel, or its source It. pastello; see prec. 


pastern pæ'stəın Ttether or hobble for a 
horse XIV; part of a horse's foot between 
fetlock and hoof xvi. ME. pastron - OF. 
pasturon (mod. páturon), f. pasture (dial. 
páture) hobble, alt. by change of suffix of 
*bastoire (corr. to It. pastoia shackle for 
sheep when being sheared) - medL. pástória, 
-ürium, sb. uses of fem. and n. of L. pastorius 
pert. to a shepherd, f. Pástor PASTOR. 


pasteurize  pz'storaiz sterilize by the 
method devised by the F. scientist Louis 
Pasteur (1822-95); see -IZE. XIX. 


pasticcio  pestrtfjiou  botchpotch, pot- 
pourri; work of art made up of fragments 
of an original. xvi. - t. pasticcio pie, 
pasty, etc. =: OF. pastiz, Pr. pastitz pasty 
:- Rom. *pasticiu-s, f. late L. pasta PASTE. 
So pastiche pæsti'f. xix. - F. — It. 


pastille pæ'stil roll of aromatic paste; 
troche, lozenge. XVII. — F. pastille- L. pas- 
tillus little loaf or roll, lozenge, dim. of 
*pasnis, panis loaf; or, dim. of pasta PASTE. 
Sp. pastilla. 


pastime pa-staim diversion serving to pass 
the time. xv (Caxton). f. PASS?+ TIME, ren- 
dering F. passe-temps, f. passe, imper. of 
passer + temps time. Q The F. word is directly 
repr. by Sc. tpastance XVI. 


past-master pà':stmàá'stoy À. one who has 
filled the office of master in a guild, etc. 
XVIII; B. one who is proficient in a subject 
XIX. In sense À, f. PAST; in B var. of passed 
master (XVI), f. phr. pass master graduate as 
a master in a faculty (cf. Tpass-master xvi 
as sb. in this sense). 


pastor pistor tshepherd; shepherd of 
souls. xiv (PPl.). = AN., OF. pastour (mod. 
pasteur), acc. of pastre (mod. pâtre shepherd) 
—- L. pdstorem, pastor (cf. Pr. pastre, Sp. 
pastor, It. pastore, Rum. pdstor), f. *pds-, 
extended form of *5a- in pascere feed, graze ; 
see -TOR. So pa'storaAL! pert. to shepherds 
XV; pert. toaspiritual pastor XVI. — L. pástó- 
ralis; cf. (O)F. pastoral, etc.; sb. pastoral 
play or poem xvi. pa'storATE!' xvii, 


pastry perstri (coll.) articles of food made 
of flour. XVI. f. PASTE, after OF. pastaterie, 
f. pastaier pastrycook ; see -RY. 


pasture pivstfor growing grass for cattle 
xii (Cursor M.); tfeeding, food xiv. - OF. 
pasture (mod. páture) — Pr., Sp., It. pastura 
:- late L. pástüra (Palladius), f. pp. stem of 
pádscere feed, pasture (cf. PABULUM). So 
pa'sture vb. xiv (Gower). — OF. pasturer 
(mod. pâturer). pa:sturacEe. xvi. - OF. 


pasty pz‘sti, pei-sti meat pie. x11 (Havelok). 
ME. paste(e) — OF. pastée, pasté (mod. pátée, 
paté) :- medL. *pastáta, -tdtum, f. late L. 
pasta PASTE; cf. MDu. pastei(d)e(Du. pastet), 
MHG. pastéte, -éde (G. pastete); see -v^. 
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PAT 


pat pet A. (dial) stroke, blow xiv ; gentle 
stroke or tap xix ; B. sound made by patting 
XVII; C. small mass shaped by patting XVIII. 
imit., like (dial.) bat, of similar date; not 
evidenced xv—xv1 and app. re-formed XVII 
from pat vb. strike xv1, tap or beat lightly 
xvul. Hence pat adv. ‘with a fitting stroke’, 
aptly, opportunely ; first in phr. hit pat. 


patagium pztodzai‘am (anat.) fold of skin. 
xix. medL. use of L. patagium gold edging 
of a tunic — Gr. patageion. 


Patavinity petoviniti characteristics of 
the dialect of Patavia (mod. Padua) in Gallia 
Cisalpina as seen in the Roman historian 
Livy. xvir. = L. patavinitás ; see -INE!, -1TY. 
Q Also occas. termed tPaduanism (xvi). 


patch! pztí piece of cloth, etc. used to 
mend a bole, etc. x1iv (Wycl. Bible); various 
transf. uses XVI. Late ME. pacche, patche, 
perh. var. of peche (AncrR.) - AN. *peche, 
OF. pieche, dial. var. of piece PIECE; for the 
vocalism cf. CRATCH, MATCH”. Hence vb. Xv. 


patch? pætf fool, dolt. xvr. Alleged nick- 
name of Cardinal Wolsey’s domestic fool; 
perh. surviving dial. and colloq. as in cross 
patch ill-tempered person. 


patchouli petfuli, pot[füli odoriferous 
plant (Pogostemon), perfume prepared from 
it. xix. - Hind. facholi, referred by some 
to Famil pach, pachai- green, ilai leaf. 


pate peit head. xiv. Of unkn. origin. 
pâté pate pie, PASTY. XVII. F.; cf. PATTY. 


patella pəte'lə (anat.) knee-pan, knee-cap. 
xvii. —L. patella, dim. of patina; see 
next. 


paten pz-tan round shallow dish for the 
Bread at the Eucharist. xim (Havelok). 
ME. pateyne, patyn- AN. *pateine, (O)F. 
patène or L. patina, -ena shallow dish or 
cooking-pan — Gr. patdné plate, dish, rel. to 
petanniunai display, open, pétalon PETAL. 


patent pertent, pxtont A. in letters p., for- 
merly also letters p-s, open letter from an 
authority recording, enjoining, or conferring 
something xIv; conferred by these xv1; pro- 
tected by letters patent, as an invention 
xvill; B. (gen.) open, manifest xvi. In A 
—(O)F. patent, -ente-—L. patent-, paténs, 
prp. of patére lie open (see FATHOM); orig. 
—(O)F. lettres patentes, medL. litteræ 
patentes; in B, directly = L. Hence as sb., 
by ellipsis of letters xiv; so AN. patente, 
AL. patens. 


pater pa'toi A. short for PATERNOSTER (cf. 
PATTER!) xIv; B. (colloq.) peiʻttəī FATHER 
XVIIL L. 


paterfamilias pei:toifami-lies male head of 
a family or household. xv (Lydg.). L., f. 
pater FATHER T- arch. g. of familia FAMILY. 


PATONCE 
paternal pot3:inol fatherly; derived from 
one's father. xvii. -— late L. paternális, f. 


L. paternus, f. pater FATHER; see -AL! and 
cf. (O)F. paternel, etc. So pate-rniry. xv. 
— (OJ)F. or late L. 


paternoster  pertor-, psetoino:sto1 the 
Lord's Prayer OE. ; rosary, or a bead of this 
XIII; form of words used as a charm XIV 
(Ch.). — L. pater noster our Father, the first 
words of the Lord's Prayer in Latin, whence 
OF. pater-, patrenostre (mod. patenótre). 


path pàp way beaten or trodden by the feet ; 
way, course. OE. peb = OF ris. path, pad, 
OLG. (Du.) pad, OHG. phad (G. pfad) :- 
WGerm. *papa. Hence pathway. xvi 
(Tindale). @ The cant var. pad (xv1), prob. 
— LG. pad, as in squire or gentleman of the 
pad (hence highpad, and simply pad) high- 


wayman, survives in FOOTPAD. 


pathetic pope:tik pert. to (esp. arousing) 
the emotions. xvi (earlier -ical, G. Harvey). 
— F. pathétique-late L. pathéticus —- Gr. 
pathétikés sensitive, f. pathétds liable to 
suffer, f. pathe- of pdthos; see next, -1c. 


patho- pzpou, papa: repr. comb. form of 
Gr. pdthos PATHOS, in modL. formations 
on Gr. types; patho-Locy study of disease 
XviIl (Cotgr)—- F. or modL.; so patho- 
lo:gicar (Boyle), -o-logist (Charleton). 


pathos pei-bos, pzx-pos quality in speech, 
etc. exciting pity or sadness. xvi1 (Dryden; 
earlier in Gr. letters and in sense ‘pathetic 
expression’). — Gr. pdthos, rel. to pdskhein 
suffer, pénthos grief. 


-pathy pobi terminal el. of ALLOPATHY, 
HOMCEOPATHY, extended in the sense ‘method 
of cure’, e.g. in electropathy, hydropathy. 


patience per[ons endurance with calmness. 
XII (AncrR.; earliest form with pac-). 
—(O)F. patience, Tpacience corr. to It. 
pazienza, etc. — L. patientia, f. batient-, -éns, 
prp. of fati suffer. So pa'tiENT suffering 
or enduring without complaint xiv; capable 
ofxvit. - (O)F. - L.; as sb. Tsufferer (PPl.); 
one under medical treatment (Ch.). 


patina pz:tino film produced by alteration 
of the surface of bronze, marble, etc. XVIII. 
— It. patina (whence F. patine) = L. patina 
dish (cf. PATEN). 


patois pz-twa local dialect, spec. of France 
or French Switzerland; hence gen. XVII 
(with jargon, Sir T. Browne). —- (O)F. patois 
‘rough speech’, perh. f. OF. patoter handle 
roughly, trample, f. patte paw (= Sp., Pg. 
pata), of unkn. origin. Cf. PATROL. 


patonce poto:ns (her.) of a cross with the 
arms expanded &. xvi. perh. alt. of potencé 
(xvi) having crutch heads (f. potent crutch, 
var. of potence crutch=F. potence- L. 
potentia POTENCY. 
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patriarch pei-triaxk chief of a family or 
tribe XII; bishop of certain pre-eminent sees 
XII (RGlouc., Havelok) ; father of an institu- 
tion xvi; venerable old man xix. —(O)F. 
patriarche - ecclL. patriarcha — Gr. patri- 
árkhés head of a family, f. patrid family, clan 
(f. pater FATHER) - -arkhés ruler (see -ARCH). 
So patriar-chat!. xvi. - late L. patria: rch- 
ATEl. XVII. pa:triARCHY? Tpatriarchate xvi; 
patriarchal government XVII. — medL. 


patrician pətri'fən noble in ancient Rome 
or the later Roman Empire xv; nobleman, 
aristocrat XVII. —(O)F. patricien, f. L. 
patricius, sb. use of adj. ‘of a noble father’, 
f. patr-, pater FATHER}; see -IAN. 


patrico pæ'trikou (cant) parson, hedge- 
priest. xvi. prob. reduced form of earlier 
patryng cove, i.e. pattering, ppl. adj. of 
PATTER!, COVE*, quasi “praying fellow’ (cf. 
Tco lad, youth xvi-xvir). 


patrimony pz‘trimoni property inherited 
from ancestors. xiv (patrimoyne). — (O)F. 
patrimoine — L. patrimonium, f. patri-, pater 
EN RUE -MONY; later conformed 
to L. 


patriot peitriot, pae:triot fcompatriot XVI; 
(orig., as in F., with commendatory adj.) 
one whose ruling passion is the love of his 
country XYII (Jonson). = F. patriote - late L. 
patriéta - Gr. patridtés, f. pdtrios of one’s 
fathers, patris fatherland, sb. use of adj. 
ancestral, f. patr-, patér FATHER; see -OT. 
q The word fell into disrepute in XVIII, when 
the present use (for ‘good patriot’) became 
frequent in F.; cf. J.’s definition, ‘ironically 
for a factious disturber of the government’. 
So patriotic -otik, xvii. -late L. — Gr. 
patridtikds. pa‘triotIsM. XVIII. 


Patripassian pztripze'sion one who holds 
that the Father suffered with, in, or through 
the Son. Xvr. -ecclL. patripassiánus (Isi- 
dore), f. patri-, bater FATHER-- passus having 
suffered ; see PASSION, -IAN, and cf. F. patri- 
passien. 


patristic potrrstik pert. to the Fathers of 
the Church. xix. =- G. patristisch, f. L. patr-, 
pater FATHER ; see -ISTIC. 


patrol potrou:l going the rounds of a camp, 
etc.; person or body that does this. xvir. 
— G. patrolle, -ouille = F. patrouille, f. pa- 
trouiller (whence ult. patrol vb. xvir), alt. 
of patouiller paddle about in mud (cf. OF. 
patoier), f. patte paw, foot, with ending 
from dial. gadrouille mud, dirty water. 
q Of Eur. range, through adoption from F. 


patron pertron, pe'-tron holder of an ad- 
vowson ; tutelary saint; protector, upholder 
XIV; (in various uses repr. Rom. ones) 
Tcaptain or master of a galley, etc. xv. 
—(O)F. patron, corr. to Pr. padron, Sp. 
patron, It. padrone —- L. patrénus protector 
of clients, advocate, defender; (colloq.) 
affectionate term of address, f. patr-, pater 
FATHER-+ -~6nus, var. of -ó(n-). See also 


PATTERN. So patromaGE pe-tranid3. Xv. 


-(O)F. patronage; cf. medL. patronáti- 
cum, -Gàgium. patronar! potrou'nol, pei:-, 
pe'tronol, xvii. — F.or L. pactronzss!. xv. 
pa'tron!zE pet- act towards as a patron. 
Xvi. — TF. or medL. 


patronymic pætrəni'mik derived, or form- 
ing a derivative, from the name of a father 
or ancestor. XVII. — late L. patronymicus 
(Priscian) — Gr. patrénumikds, f. patronumos 
named from the father, f. patr-, batér FATHER 
J-ónuma, ónoma NAME ; see -IC. 


patroon potri-n A. fpatron (in various 
senses) XVII; B. U.S. possessor of land and 
manorial rights granted by the Du. govern- 
ments of New York and New Jersey to the 
Du. W. India Company xvii. In A var. of 
PATRON after certain Rom. forms; in B 
- Du. patroon. See -oon. 


pattamar pæ'təmār tcourier xvi; Indian 
dispatch-boat xvii. — Pg. patamar — Marathi 
pattamari, f. patta tidings+--mdri carrier. 


pattee, patée pæ'tei, pæ'ti (her.) of a cross 
the arms of which widen out from the centre 
M4. XV. — F. patté(e), f. patte paw, of unkn. 
origin ; see -v*. 

patten pz:t(ojn wooden shoe, thick-soled 
shoe. xiv. —- (OJF. patin (whence Sp. patin, 
It. pattino), f. patte paw, foot (see prec.)-+-in 
(repr. L. -īnu-s -INE}). 


patter! pzx‘tor repeat the paternoster or 
other prayers, etc. rapidly or glibly xiv ; talk 
rapidly or fluently, esp. in a set formula or 
in a language not generally understood xv. 
f. PATER A. Hence patter sb. thieves’ or 
beggars’ cant, cheap-jack’s talk XVIII. 


patter? pz-tor make a rapid succession of 
taps or light strokes XVII; run with rapid 
short steps xIx. frequent. f. PAT vb.-- -EnR*. 


pattern pæ'təın object serving as a model 
or specimen XIV (Ch.); decorative design 
xvi. ME. patron —- (O)F. patron PATRON, 
model, pattern. @ The development of 
sense is from the notion of a patron giving 
an example to be copied. ‘The change from 
pz-:tron (still Sc.) to pz-tain is evidenced in 
XVI; cf. dial. apern (apron), childern. 


patty parti little pie or pasty. xvr. alt. of 
PÂTÉ by assoc. with PASTY. 


paucity pd-siti fewness, scantiness. XV. 
— F. paucité or L. paucitás, f. baucus; see 
FEW, -ITY. 


paulo-post-future  p-ou poust fjüt[oi 
(gram.) future perfect. xix. - modL. paulo 
post futürum (Lascaris, 1494) (the future by 
a little after’, tr. Gr. 6 per’ dAtyor pédAAwy ‘the 
future after a little’. 


paunch! pin‘ belly, stomach. xiv (Barbour, 
Ch., PPI. Gower). — AN. pa(u)nche, ONF. 
panche, var, of OF. pance (mod. panse) = 
Pr. pansa, Sp. panza, It. pancia, Rum. 
pintece :- CRom. *pantice, L. pantic-, pantex 
(esp. pl.) bowels, intestines. 
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paunch? póníf, pantf (naut.) thick mat or 

wooden shield to prevent chafing. XVII 
(Capt. Smith). prob. identical with prec. 
through the use of OF. pance for belly 
armour. 


pauper pd‘pei destitute person (in strict 
legal use, one who was allowed to sue in a 
court of law in forma pauperis ‘in the charac- 
ter of a poor man’, i.e. without paying costs). 
XVI. = L. pauper poor (see FEW). 


pause pdz act of ceasing for a (short) time, 
stop or break in speech, etc. xv (Promp. 
Parv.; mus. — It. Pausa). —(O)F. pause or 
L. pausa — Gr. paûsts, f. paúein stop, cease. 
So pause vb. xvI. = F. pauser or L. pausare. 


pavan pæ'vən stately dance in elaborate 
costume. XVI. — F. pavane = Sp. pavana, 
poss. f. pavon := L. pdud(n-) PEACOCK, with 
ae to the ostentatious behaviour of the 
ird. 


pave peiv lay a street, floor, etc. with stones, 

etc. XIV, — (OJF. paver, prob. back-forma- 
tion from tpavement (whence pa:veMENT 
XII) — Pr. pavamen, etc. (Rum. pdmint 
earth, world)- L. pavimentum beaten or 
rammed floor, f. pavire beat down, ram. So 
paviour peivior. xv. Earlier pavzer, alt. 
(see -IER') of paver~(O)F. paveur; see 
-OUR!, -IER!. 


pavilion poviljon (large peaked) tent XII; 
projecting subdivision of a building or 
facade; building of light construction for 
pleasure or amusement XVII. — (O)F. pavil- 
lon tent, canopy :- L. papilió(n-) butterfly, 
tent (as being likened to a butterfly's wings). 


pavis pæ'vis large (convex) shield. xiv. 
Late ME. paveis — OF. *paveis, pavais (now 
pavots) — It. pavese (whence also Sp. pavés) 
— medL. pavense (sc. sctitum shield), f. Pavia 
name of a town in Italy where such shields 
were orig. made. @ Revived by Southey 
and Scott after long desuetude. 


pavonine pz‘vonain pert. to a peacock. 
XVIL = L. pãvonīnus, f. pavd(n-) PEACOCK; 
see -INEl, 


paw pd foot of a beast having claws or nails. 
xr. ME. powe, pawe - OF. powe, poue, 
poe = Pr. pauta, Cat. pota :- Rom. *pauta - 
Germ. *pauta, repr. by MDu. pote (whence 
G. pfote), Du. poot. Hence paw vb. XVII 


pawky p5ó:ki (Sc.) sly, humorously tricky. 
XVII. f. pawk (xvi, G. Douglas) trick, cunning 
device, of unkn. origin-+-v!?. 


pawl pd] (naut.) bar to prevent a capstan, 
etc. from recoiling. xvii (Capt. Smith). 
poss. - LG., Du. pal rel. to adj. pal im- 
mobile, fixed, of unkn. origin. 


pawn! pdn piece of the smallest value in 
chess. xiv (Ch). Late ME. poun- AN. 
poun, OF. poon, paon, peon, earlier pehon, 
pedon pawn = Pr. pezo, Sp. peon footman, 
pawn, It. pedone footman (fem. pedona 
pawn) i-medL. fpedo(n-) foot-soldier, f. 
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fed-, pés FOOT. Cf. PEON. Q The use goes 
back to Pers. piyddah, f. pat roor. 


pawn? pdn pledge, surety xv; state of being 
pledged xvr. = OF. pan, also pand, pant 
pledge, security, plunder $+ WGerm. 
*banda (Icel. pantr is from LG.), repr. by 
OFris. pand, OS., MDu. pant (Du. pand), 
OHG. pfant (G. pfand); the Germ. word 
has been derived by some from OF. pan :- 
L. pannus piece of cloth. Hence vb. xvi. 


paxwax pzeksweks tendon joining spine 
and occiput. xv (Promp. Parv.; also pixwex 
xvi) alt. of earlier fax wax, fex wex (XIV), 
also fix-fax (xv), which survived in dial. 
fic-fac, fig-fag ; presumably f. fax (OE. feax 
hair of the head + *zeaxe growth (see wAx?). 
(| A further alt. is taxwax (taxywaxy) xvi. 
There are several similar synon. forms in the 
Germ. langs., but their relationship is ob- 
scure; OE. weald weaxe, OFris. walduwaxe, 
OHG. waltowahso, Upper G. waldwachs, 
with var. MG., LG., wildwachs ; MLG. haer- 
wachs, G. haarwachs (for the use of ‘hair’ 
for tendon cf. Du. geel haar ‘yellow hair’). 


pay’ pei A. Tpacify, please X11; give what 
is due in discharge of an obligation xir; 
render (something due or exacted) xiv. 
B. (naut.) let out (rope); cause to fall, fall, 
to leeward xvii. — (O)F. payer = Pr., Sp. 
pagar, It. pagare:~L. pdcdre appease, 
pacify, medL. pay, f. pdc-, pax PEACE; the 
sense ‘pay’ was developed through that of 
pacifying a creditor. So pay sb. xir. 
(O)F. paie, f. the vb. Hence pay: MENT. 
XIV. —(O)F. paiement — Pr. pagamen, etc. 


pay? pei (naut.) smear with pitch, etc. XVII. 
— OF. peier = Pr., Sp. pegar :- L. picáre, 
f. pic-, pix PITCH. 


paynim peimnim Tpagan countries, heathen- 
dom XIII; (arch.) pagan, heathen xiv. ME. 
painim(e) - OF. pailejnime += ecclL. pága- 
nismu-s heathenism, f£. pdgdnus PAGAN; see 
-ISM. 


pea! pi (round seed of) the plant Pisum 
sativum. XVII. Evolved as if a sg. from 
PEASE apprehended as a pl. (cf. as like as two 
pease), 


pea’ pi sliding weight of a steelyard, etc. 
xvi. Evolved as if a sg. from a supposed 
pl. pease, pe(i)se, weight, clock weight, ME. 
peis = OF. peis (mod. poids) (cf. POISE). 

pea? pi peak or bill of the fluke of an anchor. 
XIX, app. naut. pronunc. of PEAK!. 


peace pis freedom from war, disturbance, 
or dissension XII (Peterborough Chron.) ; 
quiet, stillness, concord xim (AncrR.). ME. 
pais, pes - AN. pes, OF. pais (mod. paix) = 
Pr. patz, Sp. paz, lt, Rum. pace :- L. 
pdce-m, nom. pax peace / fcf. PACT, APPEASE). 
Hence pea:cemaker. xv; tr. L. pacificus 
PACIFIC. «[ For the sp. -ce cf. ADVICE. 


peaceable  pisobl disposed to peace, 
Tpeaceful. xiv (R. Mannyng, Rolle). ME. 
peisible, besible - OF. peisible (mod. paisible), 


Y 


PEACH 


with var. tplaisible, corr. to Pr. pazible, Cat. 
pahible, Sp. apacible meek, quiet, pleasant, 
aplacible pleasing, Pg. aprazivel, It. piacevole 
agreeable (dial. pazaivel, plazéul) :- late L. 
placibilis pleasing, f. placére PLEASE-+ -ibilis 


PEBBLE 


XVIII. Late ME. pele, aphetic of apele, 
APPEAL sb. Hence vb. xvir (Milton). 


peal? pil young or small salmon. xvi. First 


in salmon pele, of unkn. origin. 


-IBLE. @ In F. and other Rom. langs. assoc. pear peor (fruit of) species of Pyrus, esp. P. 


with and conformed to L. pdx PEACE, and in 
Eng. to adjs. in -ABLE (see -BLE for the active 
meaning). 


peach! pitf (fruit of) the tree Amygdalus 

persica. xIv. ME. peche-OF. peche, 
earlier pesche (mod. péche) = Pr. persega, It. 
pesca, Rum. piersecd (cf. Sp. prie Pg. 
pecego) :- medL. persica (pessica), for L. 
persicum (whence OE. persoc, Du. perzik, 
G. pfirstch), for Persicum mdadlum ‘Persian 
apple’; see PERSIAN. 


peach? pití timpeach xv; Tinform against; 
turn informer xvi. Aphetic of appeach, ME. 
appeche — AN. *apecher, for OF. empecher 
IMPEACH. 


peacock pikok male bird of species of 
Pavo. xiv (PPL, Ch.)). ME. pecok, f. *pe 


communis. OE. pere, peru, cotr. to MLG., 
MDwu. pere (Du. peer) - popL. *5;ra, whence 
(O)F. poire, Pr., Sp., It. pera, Rum. pard), 
fem. sg. repl. L. pirum, of alien and un 
origin (cf. Gr. dpion pear). 


pearl p3il globular or oval gem formed 


within the shell of a bivalve mollusc xiv; 
size of printing type between agate and dia- 
mond xvii. ME. perle-(O)F. perle = Pr., 
Sp., It. perla :- Rom. *perla, prob. for *per- 
nula, dim. of L. pernaleg, ham, leg-of-mutton 
shaped bivalve (cf. It. dial. perna pearl, It. 
pernocchia pearl-oyster). €J 'l'he Rom. word 
is also the source of OE. perl, OHG. perala, 
berla (G. perle), MDu. parele (Du. paarl). 
Hence pearlep’. xtv (Gower); after F. perlé. 
pearLy’. xv. 


(OE. 5éa :- *pau)-+cock sb. ‘The ME. var. | pearmain peo-imein variety of tpear xv, 


pocok, north. pacok, is based on ME. põ, pã 
- OE. pdwa; both OE. forms are — L. pavoé, 
whence also MLG. pawe (Du. pauw), OHG. 
phdawo (G. pfau). G The source of the sur- 
names Poe, Pay, Pocock, Pe(a)cock. So 
pea:HEN. XIV. ME. pehenne, beside pohenne. 


pea-jacket prd3akit short stout overcoat. 
XVIH (first in Amer. sources). prob. (with 
assim. to JACKET) — Du. pijjakker, f. pij, 
MDu. ie (whence Tfee man's coat of coarse 
stuff xv-xvi1)+-jekker jacket. 


peak’ pik pointed extremity; projecting 
part of the brim of a cap XVI ; pointed top ofa 
mountain. XVII. prob. back-formation from 


of apple xvi. Late ME. par-, permayn —- OF. 
par-, permain kind of pear (mod. Norman 
permaine kind of apple is from Eng.), prob. 
~ Rom. *Parmdnus (repl. L. Parménsis) of 
Parma, It. town and province (cf. PARMESAN). 


peasant pe'z(o)Ünt one who lives in the 


country and works on the land. xv. = AN. 
paisant, OF. paisant, baisent (mod. paysan), 
refash, (after -ant) of earlier paisenc, f. pais 
(mod. pays) country (= Pr. paes, It. paese) 
:- Rom. *págensis, f. pdgus country district 
(cf. PAGAN) -I- Germ. *-7pg-, denoting origin. 
Hence pea‘santry. xvi. 


peaked (peked xv), var. of (dial.) picked | P©ase piz (arch. or dial.) pea plant or its 


pointed, f. pick!+-rp*. In the earliest exx. 
of the last sense, rendering or repr. Sp., Pg. 
pico and superseding tpike (xvi), which is 
itself from Sp. and Pg., and, like pic (XVII 
— F. pic), applied esp. or orig. to the Peak of 
‘Teneriffe. Cf. APEAK. 


peak? pik ffall, tumble; +}shrink, slink, 
sneak ; look sickly or emaciated (p. and pine, 
Sh. ‘Macbeth’ r 11123). Of uncertain status 
and identity; the following appear to be 
cogn. in form and meaning: Tpeak dolt 
(Skelton), tpeak-goose poor creature (xvI), 
peaking sneaking (Sh.), sickly (xvi1), peakish, 


seed. OE. pise, pl. pisan = late L. pisa, pl. 
pisæ, for earlier pisum, pl. pisa — Gr. píson, 
pl. pisa. ME. pese, pl. pesen, survive as arch, 
and dial. pease, peason; see also PEAL. 


peat pit piece of the vegetable substance of 


which bogs or mosses consist. xiv. ~ AL. 
peta (xn), also in petamora ‘peat-moor’, 
petaria, -er(i)a peat-bog, perh. f. the Celtic 
base *pett-, which is prob. the ult. source 
of PIECE. 


peavey prvi lumberer's hook. xix. f. sur- 


name of the inventor. 


slothful, dispirited, silly (xv1). pebble pe-bl small rounded stone. Late 


Peak pik hilly district in NW. Derbyshire. 
OE. Péac in Péaclond, perh. rel. to Piica 
Puck, as is suggested by the name Peak’s 
Arse (OE. *Péaces zrs, in Domesday Book 
Pechesers) for the Peak Cavern, known also 
as Devil’s Arse at Peak; ci. other place- 
names, as OE. Péacesdel, Pechesdon (Domes- 
day) Pegsdon, Bedfordshire. 


peal! pil tappeal, summons xiv (PPl); 
ringing of a bell or bells, esp. as a summons; 
loud volley of sound xvi; set or ring of bells 
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OE. (i) papel, popel found only in comb. 
with stdn STONE), surviving in dial. popple 
and in the place-names Popplewick (Notts), 
Poppleford (Derby), Poppleton (Yorks); (ii) 
pyppel in pyppelripig pebble-stream, sur- 
viving in W. midl. pipple ; a var. of the latter 
with 5, *pybbel, is repr. by s.w. tpuble 
(XIII-XIV), midl. tpibbil (xıv), later tpible, 
pibble, of which pebble may be a var. with 
lowered vowel, unless its ult. origin is to be 
xs in the dubious OE. local name pabbeles 
hol. 


PECCABLE 


peccable pe:kobl liable to sin. xvir. -= F. 
peccable — med. L. peccábilis, £. beccáre sin; 
see -ABLE, So peccadillo pekodi-dou venial 
ortrifling offence. xvt. — Sp. pecadillo, dim. 
of pecado (— F. péché, etc.) — L. peccatum, 
Sb. use of n. pp. of peccáre. So pe-ccANT 
sinning; (med.) morbid xvii; partly after 
(O)F. peccant. peccavi pekervai. xvI. L., 
‘T have sinned’, 1st sg. pt. of peccdre. 


peccary pe'kəri Central and S. Amer. 
quadruped allied to the swine. xvir (pakeera, 
pec(c)ary). - Carib (of Guianaand Venezuela) 
pakira. 


peck! pek #4 bushel. xur ME. pek- AN. 
pek (whence AL. pecca, peccum XIII), of 
unkn. origin, perh. containing the same base 
as F. picotin measure of oats. 


peck? pek strike or take food with the beak 
XIV (Ch., ''revisa, Wycl. Bible); strike with 
pointed tool xvi. prob. - MLG. pekken 
peck with the beak; ult. source unkn. 


pecten pe:kten comb-like structure. XVIII. 
= L. pecten (-in-) comb, wool-card, pubic 
hair, rel. to pectere, Gr. pektein, pékein comb, 
pékos fleece, Lith. pesu I pull by the hair, 
OE. feax, OHG. fahs hair. So pe:ctinare? 
formed like a comb. xvi. = L. 


pectic pe-ktik (chem.) p. acid, gelatinous 

substance forming a constituent of fruit 
jellies. xix. ~ Gr. péktikds, f. pektós con- 
gealed, f. *pég- in pégniein made firm or 
solid; see -Ic. Also pectin, pe-ctosE?. 


pectoral pektoral pert. to the breast or 
chest xv1; sb. object worn on the breast xv; 
medicine for affections of the chest xvir. 
— (O)F. pectoral = L. pectoralis (-àle breast- 
plate), f. pector-, pectus breast, chest. 


peculation pekjulei' fən wrongful appro- 
priation of property. XVIL. f. pp. stem 
of L. pecüläãrī, rel. to pecülium ; see next and 
-ATION. 


peculiar pikjü:io: that is one's own xv; 
individual, particular xvi; uncommon, odd 
XVII; sb. parish or church independent of 
the jurisdiction of the ordinary xvi. -= L. 
pecüūliäris not held in common with others, 
f. pecülium property in cattle, private pro- 
perty, f. pecu cattle, money (cf. next), rel. to 
Vedic páçu, OE. feoh live stock, property, 
OFris. fia, OS., OHG. fehu (G. vieh), ON. fé, 
Goth. fazhu; f. IE. base *peku-. See -AR. 
Hence peculiariry -z-riti, xvii. 


pecuniary pikjü'niori pert. to money. XVI. 
—L. pecüniàrius, f. pecünia money, orig. 
‘riches in cattle’, f. pecu ; see prec. and -ARY. 
So pecu'nious moneyed (Xiv; rare), now 
repr. by IMPECUNIOUS. — L. pectinidsus. 


pedagogue pe-dogog instructor of youth. 
XIV ('revisa). - L. pedagégus - Gr. paidagó- 
gds slave who took a boy to and from school, 
f. paid-, país boy (cf. PAEDO-)-+- agégds lead- 
ing, dgein lead (see AcT). So pe-dagogy® 
-gogi,-god3i. xvi, pedago-gic. xvit;afterF. 


PEDIMENT 


pedal! pe-dal lever worked by the foot. 
XVIIL. =F. pédale- It. pedale foot-stalk, 
tree-trunk (pedale d'organo organ pedal) :— 
L. pedális, £. ped-, pés FOOT; see -AL!. 


pedal? pe:dal lower and thicker part of 
straw of Italian production. xix. - It. 
pedale; see prec. 


pedant pe:dont tschoolmaster xvi (Sh.); 
person who overrates book-learning xvi. 
- F. pédant — It. pedante, of obscure origin; 
the first el. is presumably that of PEDAGOGUE, 
to which has been added the prp. ending 
-ante, -ANT. In xvi-xvit also Tpedanti(e), -ee, 
direct from It. Hence peda:-ntic pidz:ntik. 
XVII; corr. to F. pédantesque, It. pedantesco; 
-ICAL XVI (Sh). pe':dantny. xvi1; after F. 
fédanterie or It. pedanteria (used by Sidney). 


peddle ped! A. follow the occupation of a 
pedlar xvr; B. busy oneself with trifles xvi. 
First recorded in peddling; in A back- 
formation from peddler, PEDLAR; in B prob. 
var. of PIDDLE by assoc. in form and sense 
with A. 


pedestal pe-distal base supporting a column, 
etc. -— F. piédestal (pied d'estal) — It. piede- 
stallo, i.e. pié FOOT, di of, stallo STALL; the 
first syll. was conformed to L. ped-, pés FOOT. 


pedestrian pide:strion going on foot; pro- 
saic, uninspired ; also sb. XVIII f. F. pédestre 
or its source L. pedester, -tr- going on foot, 
(after Gr. ze{és) written in prose :— *pedit- 
tris, f. *pedit-, f. ped-, pés FOOT-+ *-ter-; see 
-IAN. Earlier Tpede:striar, Tpede:strious. 
XVII. 


pediatrician pe:disetrir-[on one concerned 
with the health of children. xx. f. Gr. paid-, 
pais child+idtrés physician+-ician. So 
pedia-trisr. 


pedicel pe-disel (bot.) small stalk of a plant. 

xvii. —modL. pedicellus, f. L. pediculus 
(whence pe:dicLE xv), dim. of ped-, pes 
FOOT. 


pedicure pe:dikjuor one whose business is 
the surgical treatment of the feet (also 
pe'dicurisr); the treatment. xix. =F. 
pédicure, f. L. ped-, pës FOOT + curdre CURE. 


pedigree  pe:digri genealogy in tabular 
form ; one'sline of ancestors; family descent. 
XV ( pedegru, -gre, petegreu, -gree). - AN. *pe 
de gru = OF. *pie de grue crane's foot, i.e. 
pie (mod. pied :- L. pedem, pés roor), de of, 
gru crane (:- L. grá-s); so called from the 
mark /I\ used to denote succession in a 
genealogical tree; later forms show assim. 
to degree. 


pediluvium pedilü:viom foot-bath. XVII. 
modL., f. L. ped-, pés FoOT-- -Iuvium wash- 
ing, f. luere wash (cf. ABLUTION). 


pediment pe:dimont A. triangular gable- 
like part crowning a facade xvir; B. base, 
foundation xvir. Earlier pedament (Eve- 
lyn), pedement (Randle Holme), refash. of 
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PEDLAR 


periment (xvi), expl. as ‘corrupt English’ 
for perimeter in R. Dallington’s 'Hypneroto- 
machia’ 1592, but prob. workman’s or 
rustic’s deformation of PYRAMID. Sense B 
is due to direct assoc. with L. ped-, pēs FOOT 
and -MENT, and the present form simulates 
derivation from these elements. 


pedlar pe-dloz travelling vendor of small 
wares. XIV (pedlere, PPl.). alt. of Tpedder 
(xii), f. (dial.) ped wicker pannier (xiv), of 
unkn. origind--ER!; for the ending -ler 
cf. (dial.) tinkler (x11), beside tinker. Hence 
PEDDLE. 

pedology pédo-ladszi science of soils. xx. 
- Russ. pedológiya, f. Gr. bédon ground (cf. 
Skr. paddm step, track, place)-+-LOGY. 


pedometer pédo-mita: instrument for re- 
cording the number of steps taken. XVIII. 
— F. pédométre (Bion, 1723), f. pedo-, irreg. 
comb. form (for pedi-) of L. pés FOOT; see 
-OMETER. @ F. podométre is earlier, 1712. 


pedrail pe-dreil device for facilitating pro- 
gress of heavy vehicles over rough ground. 
XX. f. L. ped-, pés FOOT-t- RAIL*, 


pedrero pédreoa:rou piece of ordnance for 
discharging stones. XVI. = Sp. pedrero = 
Pr, peirier, It. petriere, F. pierrier (adopted 
in Eng. as tperrier before 1400) = L. 
*betrüriu-s (cf. medL. petrdria), f. petra 
stone (cf. PETRIFY); vars. in pet(e)r-, patar-, 
pater- have been current since 1600, 


peduncle pida'nki (bot.} stalk of flower or 
fruit. XVII. - modL. pedunculus (Linnzus, 
1750), f£. L. ped-, pés FooT-- -unculus -UNCLE. 


pee pi (dial, colloq.) make water. xvi. 
euphem. or nursery substitute for PISS; cf. 
F. faire pipi. 

peek pik peer, peep. xvi. Early mod. 
pe(e)ke (Skelton), preceded by rare ME. 
pike (Ch.); parallel to kike, keek (XIV, now 
Sc. and dial.), which has LG. cogns. Also 
peek-bo! (xv), superseded by peep-bo! 


peel’ pil tstake, fence of stakes x1v; (prob. 

short for tp. house house defended by a 
‘peel’, xvi) smal! fortified dwelling or tower 
on the Scottish Border xvin (but cf. AL. 
pela, pelum tower, castle xa1. — AN. pei, 
OF. piel (mod. pieu) stake :- L. palu-s, 
palum PALE}. 


peel? pil A. Tplunder, pillage xu; B. strip 
outer layer of xv. ME. peolien, pilien, later 
pele, pile, pill, repr. OF. *peolian, *pilian, 
recorded only late in pyled peels (intr.) - L. 
pildre; varies with pill in early modEng. 
and dial. @ The differentiation in literary 
Eng. between peel and pill may have been 
assisted by (O)F. peler peel, piller pillage. 
Hence peel sb. xvi (repl. earlier pil/) rind, 
skin; cf. AN. peel (XIV). 

peel? pil (U.S., dial., and techn.) shovel. 
XIV (pele). -OF. pele (mod. pelle} == Pr., 
Sp., It. pala := L. päãla :— *pagslã, f. base of 
pangere fix, plant (cf. PACT). See PALE’. 


PEKOE 


peeler pi-lo1 (hist.) policeman. x1x (‘carried 
off . . by a set of fellows well known in Ire- 
land . . . by the name of Peelers’, 1817). 
orig. nickname for a member of the Irish 
constabulary founded under the secretary- 
ship (1812-18) of Robert Peel; see -ER' and 
cf. BOBBY. 


peep! pip (dial) utter a weak shrill sound. 
xv (Lydg.). imit.; cf. cHzEP. Hence sb. xv. 


peep? pip look through a narrow opening 
XV; emerge a little into view xvi. For the 
expressive combination of initial p with ee 
cf. PEEK, PEER, and dial. pee, pie (XVII). 
Hence sb. xvi (of the first appearance of 
daylight), 


peer! pio1 (one’s) equal x11; member of the 

nobilty xiv. = AN., OF. per, peer (mod. 
pair) = Pr., Sp. par, It. pare - L. pare-m, 
par equal; cf. PAIR. Hence pee'rAGE xv, 
pee'ress!, XVII. 


peer? pioi look narrowly; peep out, show 
itself xvi. var. of pire (xiv) (e.g. Sh. 'Mer- 
chant of Venice’ 1 1 19, piring), corr. to LG. 
piren; perh. partly aphetic of APPEAR, 

peevish pi-vif tsilly, foolish xrv (PPI.); 
Tspiteful, malignant xv; tperverse, obsti- 
nate; querulous, fretful xvr. Rare before 
XVI; of unkn. origin, with ending assim, to 
-ISH!. Hence peevED! pivd (orig. U.S.) 
annoyed, vexed. XX. ppl. formation on a 
supposed verb-stem. 


peewit see PEWIT. 


peg peg pin or bolt of wood, etc. (cf. peg- 
top) XV; (dial.} tooth; (in stringed instru- 
ments) pin with which the tension of the 
strings is adjusted; step, degree XVI; (orig. 
Anglo-Índian) measure of drink x1tx. First in 
‘Prompt. Parv.’ (pegge), prob. of LDu. 
origin (cf. MDu. pegge, Du. dial. peg plug, 
peg, LG. pigge peg; also MLG., MDu. 
pegel peg, pin, bolt). Hence peg vb. fix with 
a peg XVI; mark with pegs; p. out, die (sl.) 
XIX. 


Pegasus pe'gəsəs winged horse (L. Pēgasus 
- Gr. IHýyacos) of Greek and Roman mytho- 
logy (cf. HiPPOCRENE), by modern writers 
(first in Boiardo’s ‘Orlando Innamorato’, 
c.1490) repr. as the favourite steed of the 
Muses and said to carry poets in their 
‘fights’, xvi. In late ME. (Ch., Lydg.) 
TPegasee - medL. (equus) Pegaséus, for L. 
Pegaseius — Gr. IIyyáocvs, f. myy5j spring. 


pejorative pe-d;orotiv, pi-dgorotiv, pid3o:- 
rotiv depreciatory in meaning. XIX. ~F. 
péjoratif, -ive, f. pp. stem of late L. pàjóráre 
make worse, f. péjor worse; see -ATIVE. 


pekin piki-n silk stuff. xvim. — F. pékin, f. 
Chinese place-name (so spelt by Jesuit mis- 
sionaries) Péking ‘northern capital’ )( Ndn- 
king ‘southern capital’ (see NANKEEN). 

pekoe pe'kou, pr'kou superior black tea, so 


called because the leaves are picked young 
while the down is on them. xviii (peco, pack- 
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PELAGE 


ho). — Chinese (Amoy) pek-ho, i.e. pek, pak 
(= Mandarin peh, pai) white, ko (= Man- 
darin kao) down, hair. 


pelage pe-lid3 fur, wool, etc. of a quadru- 
ped. xIx. — F. pelage, f. poil, OF. peil, pel 
hair (:— L. pilu-s), after OF. pilain (:— *pilda- 
men); see -AGE. 


pelagic péle-d3zik pert. to the open sea, 
oceanic. XVII. = L. pelagicus, f. pelagus sea 
~ Gr. pélagos prop. level surface of the sea; 
perh. rel. to L. planus PLAIN, PLANE ; see -IC. 


pelerine pe-lorin: mantle, cape. xvi. =F. 
pèlerine deep collar on a mantle, fem. of 
pèlerin PILGRIM. 


pelf pelf spoil, booty xiv; Tproperty xv; 
money, ‘filthy lucre’; ttrash, (now dial.) 
refuse xvi. - ONF. *pelfe, recorded as 
peuffe (mod. Norman F. peufe), var. of OF. 
pelfre, peufre spoil (in AL. pelfra, pelfrum), 
rel. to pelf(r)er pillage, rob (in AL. pel- 
f(r)are), and *pelferie, peuferie, whence Eng. 
tpelf vb. (xi), Tpelfry (xv) ; of unkn. origin ; 
cf. PILFER. 


pelican pe'likon large gregarious fish-eating 
water-fowl OE.; tform of alembic; instru- 
ment for extracting teeth xvi. OE. pellican, 
reinforced in ME. by (O)F. pélican — late L. 
pelicánus (Jerome) — Gr. pelekán (of which 
there was a parallel form pelekinos), prob. f. 
pélekus axe (corr. to Skr. pdragus), pelekdn to 
hew with an axe, perh. with reference to the 
appearance or action of the long hooked bill; 
cf, Gr. pelekds woodpecker. 


pelisse polrs fur or furred garment; long 

mantle worn by women. xvi. —(O)F. 
pelisse = Pr. pelisa, etc. - medL. pellicia; 
see PILCH. 


pellagra  pele:gro disease marked by 
cracked skin occurring in the Italian rice 
districts. XiX. - It. pellagra, f. pelle skin 
(:— L. pelli-s FELL") + -agra, after PODAGRA. 


pellet pe‘lit small ball; ball of stone used 
as a missile, cannon-shot, (now) small shot. 
x1v (Gower, PPI, Ch.). Late ME. pelote, 
pelet —-(O)F. pelote = Pr. pelota (cf. PELOTA), 
pilota, It. tpillotta -~ Rom. *pilotta, dim. of 
L. pila ball, PILL. 


pellicle pe-likl thin skin, cuticle, film. xvi. 

— F. pellicule - L. pellicula, dim. of pellis 
skin, FELL!; see -CLE. Earlier pe-llicurE 
XIV. 


pellitory pelitari A. plant Anacyclus 
Pyrethrum, ‘p. of Spain’; B. plant Parietaria 
officinalis, ‘p. of the wall’ xvi. In sense A 
alt. of late ME. peletre (xiv) - OF. peletre, 
alt. of peretre, corr. to Pr., Sp. pelitre, It. 
pilatro = L. PYRETHRUM. In sense B alt. of 
Tperitorie, Tparetorie - AN. paritarie, OF. 
paritaire (mod. pariétaire) = late L. parie- 
tdria, sb. use (sc. herba) of fem. of parietdrius, 
f. pariet-, pariés wall. @ For the change of 
ending cf. FUMITORY. 


PEN 


peli-mell pelme in mingled confusion, 
Tindiscriminately, in hurried disorder; also 
adj. and sb. xvi (earlier tpelly melly xv). - F. 
péle-méle, OF. pesle mesle, of which there 
were early vars. mesle mesle, mesle pesle, all 
jingling redupls. on mesle, stem of mesler 
(mod. mêler) mix, MEDDLE. 


pellucid pilū'sid transmitting light. xvu. 
— L. pellücidus, f. pellücére, perlücére shine 
through; see PER- (1), LUCID. 


pelmet pe-lmét valance, as to conceal cur- 

tain rods. XIX. prob. alt.= F. palmette 
palm-leaf design on a cornice, f. palme 
PALM?! ; see PALMETTE. 


peloid pe-loid, pidoid pert. to muds, peats, 
etc. XX. f. Gr. pélós clay, mud-.--oirp. So 
pelo- comb. form of Gr. példs. 


pelota pilouto Basque game played in a 
court with a ball. xix. — Sp. pelota ball ; see 
PELLET. 


pelt! pelt skin with short wool on it Xv ; raw 
skin of an animal xvi. Either (1) var. (by a 
rare kind of syncope) of tpellet - OF. 
pel(l)ete, dim. (see -ET) of pel (mod. peau) :- 
L. pelli-s skin, FELL? ; or (2) back-formation 
from PELTRY, perh. after paste | pastry. 


pelt? pelt attack with many and repeated 
blows (now with something thrown) xv; 
speed along xIx. perh. contr. of PELLET (cf. 
prec.), as if primarily ‘throw stones at’. Cf. 
collog. F. peloter beat. Hence pelt sb. act of 
pelting; (dial.) outburst of temper xv1; full 
p. at full speed xix. 


peltate pe'lteit shield-shaped. xvin. - 
modL. peltátus, f. L. pelta (bot.) applied to 
shield-like structures; see -ATE*. Q L. pel- 
tdius meant ‘armed with a shield’. 


peltry pe'ltri undressed skins, fur-skins 
coll. xv. — AN. pelterie (Gower), OF. pele- 
terie (mod. pelleterie petri), f. peletier furrier, 
f. pel (mod. peau) :- L. pellis FELL! ; see -RY. 
(| Not exemplified between xvi and XVII; 
in mod. use re-adopted through Canadian F. 


pelvis pe'lvis (anat.) lowest or hindmost 
cavity of the trunk in vertebrates. XVII. 
— L. pelvis basin, with cogns. in Skr., Gr., 
and S1. ; the anat. applications are modern. 


pemmican pe'mikon (among N. Amer. 
Indians) meat prepared by drying, pounding, 
mixing with fat, etc. XVIII. — Cree pimecan, 
f. pime fat, greasy. 


pen! pen enclosure for domestic animals. 
Not recorded in literary use before xıv, but 
presumably repr. OE. penn, which is, how- 
ever, evidenced only in designations of local 
features of uncertain meaning; implied in 
OE. onpennad 'unpenned', opened, with 
which has been compared LG. pennen bolt, 
but this is prob. to be connected with PIN. 
So pen vb.! enclose, confine. xui ; OE. *pen- 
nian, as in onpennad; also ME. bipennen 
(xii). 


[663] 


PEN 


pen? pen instrument, orig. quill, for writing 
xu1r (Cursor M.); (dial.) feather x1v (PPI, 
Wycl. Bible, Trevisa). ME. penne (two syll.) 
— (O)F. penne — L. penna feather, pl. pinions, 
wings, in late L. pen; see FEATHER. Hence 
pen vb.? xv. pe'nkwIFE. XV; orig. one used 
for mending quill pens. 


penal pi-nal pert. to punishment. xv. — 
(OJF. pénal or L. panális, f. pæna PAIN ; see 
-ALI, Hence pe:nalize. xix. So penalry*? 
pe:nolti punishment imposed. xvi. — legal 
AN. *penalte (cf. severalty, specialty), for 
F. pénalité - medL. ponalitas. 


penance penons frepentance, penitence; 
penitential discipline or observance XIII; 
ordinance for administering this (one of the 


PENITENCE 


modelled on L. lite pendente, pendente lite; 
for the development of the prep. cf. DURING, 
NOTWITHSTANDING, 


pendulous pe‘ndjiles hanging down xVII; 


suspended so as to swing XVIII. f. L. pendu- 
lus pendent, f. pendëre ; see PENDENT, -ULOUS. 


pendulum pe:ndjülom body suspended so 


as to swing freely, as for regulating move- 
ments of a clock's works. xviI (Boyle, 1660). 
— modL. pendulum, sb. use of n. of L. pendu- 
lus PENDULOUS; after It. pendolo (Galileo, 
1637); cf. F. pendule (1664). 


penetralia  penitrerlio innermost parts. 


xvit. L., pl. of penetral, f. stem of penetráre ; 
see next. 


sacraments) xiv. — OF. penance :- L. poni- penetrate pe-nitreit make a way into. XVI. 


tentia PENITENCE ; Se€ -ANCE. 


Penates pinertiz household gods of the 
Romans. xvr. — L. Penátés pl., f. penus pro- 
vision of food, rel. to penes (cf. PENETRATE). 


penchant pi[íá bent, inclination. XVN 
(Dryden). — F. penchant, sb. use of prp. of 


f., after (O)F. pénétrer, pp. stem of L. pene- 
trare place within, enter within, f. penitus 
(cf. intus | intràre) inner, inmost, into the 
inmost recesses, rel. to penes within, in the 
power of. So pe-netraBLeE. xv (Lydg.). 
penetra‘TION. XVII (Bacon). = F. = L. 


pencher incline — Pr. penjar :- Gallo-Rom, | Penguin pe'ggwin Tgreat auk (of New- 


*pendicare, £. L. bendére hang (see PENDENT). 


pencil pe-nsil artist's paint brush xiv (Ch.); 
writing implement of black lead, chalk, etc. ; 
set of convergent rays XVII; set of straight 
lines meeting in a point xix. Late ME. 
pensel, -cel - OF. pincel (mod. pinceau) == 
Pr. pingel (whence Sp., Pg. pincel) :- Gallo- 
Rom. *pénicellum, for L. pénictllum paint 
brush, dim. of péniculus brush, dim. of pénis 
tail, PENIS; see -CULE. Hence pe:ncil vb. 
XVI. 


foundland); bird of the southern hemi- 
sphere having scaly paddles. xvr. Of unkn. 
origin ; first recorded in both applications in 
reports published by Hakluyt (1589, 1600); 
the earliest accounts mention an island of 
the name; the superficial resemblance to W. 
pen gwyn white head, referred to 1582, has 
suggested that the name was first applied by 
Breton fishermen to the northern bird. 
€| F. pingouin (1600) is still applied to the 
great auk, the penguin being manchot. 


penicillate penisi:leit tufted, pencilled. xrx. 


pendant pendent hanging part XIV; 
(archit., etc.) truss, spandrel; (naut.) hang- 


f. L. pénicillum PENCIL-|- -ATE? ; see next. 
J 


ing rope, PENNANT; tapering flag, PENNON | penicillin penisrlin therapeutic drug de- 


XV; that by which a thing is suspended xvt; 
parallel, match xviir. -—(O)F. pendant, sb. 
use of prp. of pendre hang; see next. 


pendent pendent hanging, overhanging 


rived from Penicillium notatum. xx. f. 
modL. Penicillium generic name of moulds, 
so named from their brush-like sporangia, 
f. L. pénicillum PENCIL; see -IN. 


XV; (gram.) xix. Late ME. penda(u)nt | peninsula pininsjülo piece of land nearly 


(later latinized) - (O)F. pendant, prp. of 
pendre = Pr. pendre :- Gallo-Rom. *pen- 
dere, for L. pendére hang, rel. to pendere 
weigh, pondus weight; see -ENT. € From 
the same base are: appendix, compendium, 
compensate, depend, dispense, expend, expence, 
impend, pensile, pension, pensive, perpend, 
perpendicular, poise, ponder, ponderous, pre- 


surrounded by water. xvi (Leland). = L. 
paninsula, f. pane almost (cf. PENITENT) 4- 
insula ISLAND. Hence peni: nsulan. xvii; 
after F. péninsulaire. 


penis pinis membrum virile. xvir. - L. 


pénis tail, usu. male copulatory organ, rel. 
to Gr. péos, Skr. fásas. 


pense, preponderate, suspend, suspense. penitence penitons Tpenance XII; con- 


pendentive pende:ntiv (archit.) each of the 

spherical triangles formed by the inter- 
section of a hemispherical dome by two 
pairs of opposite arches. xvi. = F. pen- 
dentif (Delorme), f. L. pendent-, -ëns; sce 
prec., -IVE. 


pending pe-ndin A. awaiting decision xvur; 
B. prep. throughout the continuance of XYII. 
Anglicization of (O)F. pendant (see PENDENT) 
in suspense, not concluded or settled, as in 
OF. le plet pendant the suit being in process, 
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trition leading to amendment xvi (Sh.). 
=(O)F. pénitence — L. pænitentia, f. pænitent-, 
-éns, prp. of paenitet (in medL. peenitet) 
cause want or discontent to, make sorry, 
perh. rel. to pane scarcely, panüria PENURY ; 
see -ENCE and cf. PENANCE. So pe‘nitENT 
adj. XIV; sb. xv. - (O)F. - L. prp. peni- 
te-ntiaAL. xvi. = late L. pænitentiälis (sb. 
-die). penite ntiaRyY adj. pert. to penitence 
XVI; pert. to reformatory treatment of 
criminals xviii; sb. official dealing with 
penitents xv. ~ medL. paenitentidrius. 


PENNANT 


pennant pe: nont Tpendant; pennon. xvii. 
Blending in form of PENDANT and PENNON. 


Pennant penont (geol) name of gritty 
strata in S. Wales, etc. xvill. Welsh, f. pen 
head, nant valley. 


pennon pe:non long narrow flag or streamer 
xıv (Barbour, Ch., Trevisa, Gower); (poet.) 
wing, pinion xvi1 (Milton). —(O)F. pennon 
= Pr, peno, lt. peunone :- Rom. deriv. of L. 
penna PEN? ; cf. -OON. 


penny pe‘ni coin of the value of $ shilling. 
OE. penig, panid, pl. penegas, panegas, 
earlier pen(n)ing, pending = OFris. penning, 
panning, OS. (Du.) penning, OHG. pfenning, 
also phantinc, phenting (G. pfennig), ON. 
penningr, pl. pengar money :~ Germ. *pan- 
niggaz, *bandiggaz (not in Gothic, and the 
ON. word may be from Eng.), which has 
been referred to *pand- PAWN? with suffix 
*.ing-, as in OHG. cheisurung imperial gold 
coin, SHILLING. OE. pl. penegas gave ME. 
penezes, whence penies, pen(n)is, contr. pens 
XIV, later sp. pence (XVI) pens; in comb. with 
a numeral pans; pennies peniz repr. a new 
formation. 


pennyroyal penirorol species of mint, 
Mentha Pulegium. xvi (penneryall, pene-, 
peny-). alt. of puliol(e) reall (ryall) xv — AN. 
pultol real, i.e. OF. pouliol (mod. pouliot) 
and real ROYAL; pouliol corr. to Cat. poliol, 
It. dial. pelizol, poledzol, etc. :- Rom. *püle- 


geólum, f. L. püle(gjium, thyme (whence OF.. 


pouli, Pr. poleg, Sp. poleo, It. puleggio, and 
OHG. pulei). The change of puliol to penny 
is unexpl.; no intermediate forms are known. 


penology pinoledzi scientific study of 
punishment. XIX. f. L. pana penalty ; see 
PAIN, -OLOGY. 


penseroso pensorou'zou melancholy (per- 
son). XVIII. From the title of Milton’s ‘II 
Penseroso’ (1632) ‘the thoughtful man’ — It. 
Tpenseroso (now pensieroso), f. Tpensiere 
thought = Pr. pensier, f. Rom. *pénsdre (see 
PANSY, POISE). 


pensile pe'nsail hanging, vaulted. xvii. 
= L. pēnsilis, f. péns-, pp. stem of pendére 
hang; see PENDENT, -ILE. 


pension pe:n[on fixed or regular payment, 
spec, out of the revenues of a benefice xiv; 
payment made by members of a society (as 
an inn of court) for general expenses xv 
(hence, consultative assembly of Gray’s Inn 
XVI); annuity for past services XVI; Tpay- 
ment for board and lodging or education ; 
boarding-house (now only as F. pásjo) xvitr. 
—(O)F. pension. L. pénsió(n-) payment, 
rent, f. péns-, pp. stem of pendere weigh, 
pay, rel. to pendére; see PENDENT, -ION. So 
pe'nsionER’ one in receipt of a pension; 
one who makes a stated periodical payment, 
spec. commoner at Cambridge Univ. xv. 
-AN. pensionner, OF. pensionnier — medL. 
pensiOnarius (whence pensionary XVI). 


PENTECOST 


pensive pensiv plunged in thought. xiv 
(PPL). Late ME. pensyf, -yve — (O)F. pensif, 
-ive, f. penser think - L. pénsdre weigh, 
balance, consider, f. péns-; see POISE, -IVE. 


pent pent closely confined. xvi. pp. of 
{pend (xv), extended form of PEN vb.!, due 
partly to pt. and pp. penned; its use has de- 
veep, like that of spent, independently of 
the vb. 


penta- pe:nta- repr. Gr. penta-, comb. form 
of pénte FIVE, used since late xvii in techn. 
terms from Gr. elements or on Gr. analogies. 


pentacle pe:ntokl pentagram, pentangle. 
XVI. —medL. *pentaculum, f. Gr. penta-+ 
-culum; see PENTA-, -CLE. Cf. F. tpentacle 
s-branched candlestick, It. pentacolo 5- 
pointed star. 


pentad pe:nted number five, group of five 
XVII; (chem.) xix. — Gr. pentad-, pentds, 
later var. of pempds, f. pémpe, dial. var. of 
pénte FIVE; see -AD!. 


pentagon pe-ntogan five-angled figure. xvi 
(Digges). — F. pentagone or late L. penta- 
gonum — Gr. pentdgonon, sb. use of n. of 
pentdgünos; see PENTA-, -GON. So penta- 
gonart! pente:gonol. xvi (Digges). — F. or 
medL. 


pentagram pe‘ntagrem the figure EX. XIX, 


~ Gr. pentdgrammon, sb. use of n. of pentd- 
grammos of five lines; see PENTA-, -GRAM. 
€] Called also PENTACLE, pentalpha (from its 
presenting the form of alpha, A, in five 
different positions), PENTANGLE. 


pentameter pentz:mitoz (pros.) line of five 
feet or five stresses. XVI. — L. pentameter 
(whence also F. pentamétre)- Gr. pentá- 
metros, -on, sb. uses of m. and n. of adj. 
f. pénte-|-métron ; see PENTA-, METRE. 


pentangle pe:nteng!l pentagram. xiv (Sir 
Gawayne). perh.- medL. *bpentangulum, 
alt. of *bentaculum PENTACLE after L. angulus 
ANGLE’, 

Pentateuch pe-ntotjik the first five books 
of the O.T. xvi (in earliest use pl.). —- ecclL. 
pentateuchus — ecclGr. pentdteukhos, sb. use 
of adj., f. pénte PENTA--+- tefikhos implement, 
vessel, (later) book. Cf. HEPTATEUCH, 
HEXATEUCH. 


Pentecost pe‘ntikost the Jewish Feast of 
Weeks; Christian feast observed on the 
seventh Sunday (‘the fiftieth day’) after 
Easter, Whitsunday (cf. Acts ii. 1 for the 
transf. application). OE. pentecosten — acc. 
of eccL. Pentécosté — Gr. Pentékosté, sb. use 
(sc. heorté feast or hémérd day) of fem. 
ordinal adj. of pentékonta fifty, f. pénte FIVE+- 
-konta (cf. L. quinquá|ginta); so Goth. 
paintekuste, and d. pl. forms in OS. te pin- 
coston, OHG. z1 pfinkustin (G. Pfingsten): 
re-adopted in ME. from OF. So Pente- 
CO'StAL!, XVI. — ecclL. 
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PENTHEMIMER 


penthemimer penpimi:maz (pros.) cata- 
lectic colon of five half-feet. xvir. = late L. 
—- Gr. penthémimerés, f. pénte FIVE+ hēmi- 
merés halved, f. hémi- HEMt- -}- méros part, 
MERE”. 


PERAMBULATION 


prevailing in later Eng.; cf. lemon, level. 
Hence vb. xv1; cf. OE. (ge)pip(o)rian. Q The 
spice was known to the Germans at the time 
of the migrations. 


pepsin pe‘psin ferment contained in the 


penthouse pe‘nthaus, pentice pe'ntis 
subsidiary structure attached to the wall of 
a main building, esp. one with a sloping 
roof. xiv. ME. pentis, rarely pendis = AN. 
*pentis, aphetic of OF. apentts, apendis — 
med. use of late L. appendicium appendage, 
f. L. appendere hang on, attach in a dependent 
state, f. L. ad ap--}-pendere hang (see PEN- 


gastric juice. xix. — G. pepsin (1836), £. Gr. 
pépsis digestion, f. *pep- cook, digest; see 
-IN. So peptic pe'ptik digestive. XVII. 
— Gr. peptikós, f. peptós cooked, digestive ; 
cf. DYSPEPTIC. peptone pe'ptoun (chem.). 
xix. — G, pepton (C. G. Lehmann, 1849) 
— Gr. peptón, n. of peptós. 


DENT); refash. (late xiv) by assoc. with | per põr (1) L. prep. ‘through’, ‘by’, ‘by 


HOUSE, as if ‘sloping house’. 


penultimate pina-ltimot last but one. xvi. 
f. L. pænultımus (f. pæne almost + ultimus 
last), after ULTIMATE. Earlier Tpenulton 
(xvi). 


penumbra pina-mbra  (astron.) partly 

shaded region on the edge of a total shadow. 
XVII. = modL, (Kepler, 1604), £. L. pæne 
almost -+ umbra shadow; cf. PENINSULA, 
UMBRAGEOUS. 


penury pe'njůri indigence, want; dearth. 
xv. —L. péntiria, peniiria, perh. rel. to pene 
almost; see -v?, 


peon pi:on (inIndia) foot-soldier, constable, 
orderly xvii; (in Sp. America) day-labourer 
XIX. — Pg. pedo and Sp. peon = OF. peon 
(mod. pion) — Pr. pezó, It. pedone :- medL. 
pedó(ne-) one who goes on foot (in classL. 
broad-footed man), f. ped-, pés FOOT; cf. 
PAWN!, -OON, and PIONEER. 


peony pieni plant or flower of the herba- 
ceous or shrubby genus Pzonia (the root, 
flowers, and seeds were formerly used in 
medicine). OE. peonie~ L. pednia, pxdnia 
~ Gr. paténid, f. Paión physician (orig. of 
the gods); cf. paióntos medicinal. Between 
OE. and xv the form pione was current — 
OF. peone, peoine, piotne (now pivoine) = L. ; 
this was succeeded by pionye, which was 
finally assim. to L. 


means of’, rel. to PRE- in L. expressions 
from XV, e.g. per consequens consequently, 
per se by or in himself or itself (cf. AMPER- 
SAND); (2) OF. per (see PAR”), as in phrases 
repr. by the comp. advs. peradventure, per- 
chance, perforce, perhaps; (her.) denoting 
partition in the direction of an ordinary, e.g. 
party per pale; (3) as an Eng. prep.: by, by 
means of, e.g. per bearer; as indicated or 
shown by, e.g. per invoice, per margin, joc. 
(as) per usual; (in distributive sense) for 
each or every, e.g. so much per head (cf. L. 
phr. per annum every year, per capita ‘by the 
heads’, per centum PER CENT). 


per- pas, pez L. prep. per (see prec.) used 


in comp. with vbs., adjs., and their derivs., 
partly through F., partly directly from L., 
with the senses: (1) through in space or 
time, throughout, all over, as in PERAMBU- 
LATE, PERVADE ; (2) thoroughly, completely, 
as in PERFECT, PERPETRATE, PERUSE; (3) 
away, entirely, to destruction, as in PER- 
DITION, PEREMPTORY, PERISH, PERVERT ; (4) 
perfectly, extremely, verv, as in PERFERVID. 
b. chem. denoting the (supposed) maxi- 
mum of some element in a combination: 
(1) as in peroxide compound of oxygen 
with another element which contains the 
largest possible proportion of oxygen, (2) as 
in perchloride compound of chlorine with 
another element or radical containing the 
maximum proportion of chlorine. 


people pi:pl nation, race, persons coll, e.g. | peradventure perodve:ntfjor by chance; 


in relation to a place, person in authority, 
etc. XUI (Cursor M.); the commonalty xiv. 
ME. peple, poeple, people- AN. poeple, 
people, OF. pople (also mod. peuple) = Pr. 
poble, Sp. pueblo, It. popolo i- L. populu-s 
(cf. Umbrian puplum). For the sp. cf. 
jeopardy, leopard. So vb. xv (Caxton). = 
(O)F. peupler. 


pep (orig. U.S.) great vigour. xXx. abbrev, 
of PEPPER. 


pepper pe‘per pungent aromatic condi- 
ment. OE. piper, -or = OFris. piper, OS. 
pipari, pepar (Du. peper), OHG. pfeffar (G. 
pfeffer); W.Germ. (ON. piparr being from 
Eng.) — L. piper (whence OF. peivre, modF. 
poivre, Pr. pebre, etc., It. pepe, OSL. pipiri) 
—- Gr. péperi = Skr. pippali- berry, pepper- 
corn. In ME. piper, peper, the latter type 


[666] 


PERCHANCE, PERHAPS XIII. phr. per or par 
auenture — OF. per or par auenture (see PAR?, 
PER, ADVENTURE); reduced at an early date 
to tperaunter, in late xv assim. to L. spell- 
ing; sb. uncertainty, doubt, hazard xvi. 


perai pírai voracious freshwater fish of the 


Orinoco, etc. XVIII (peri), ~ Tupi piraya 
(in Brazil piranYa, whence piranha x1x), 
lit. ‘scissors’. 


perambulation porembjülei:fon travelling 


through a place, tour ; spec. for the purpose 
of recording boundaries xv; bounds XVII. 
— AN. perambulation or medL. perambula- 
tio(n-, f. L. perambulàre, whence per- 
a: mbulate xv:, earlier Tperamble ; see PER-, 
AMBLE, -ATE?, -ATION. So pera:mbulaAToR 
Ttraveller, pedestrian; thodometer XVII; 
hand carriage for voung children xix. 


PERCEIVE 


PERFORATE 





perceive poisi-v A. apprehend with the mind 
XIII (Cursor M.); apprehend through the 
senses XIV; B. Treceive, collect Xiv. - AN. 
*perceiver, OF. *perceivre, par-, var. of 
pergoivre (now repl by percevoir) — Pr. 
percebre, Sp. percibir, etc. i- L. percipere 
(1) seize, obtain, collect, (ii) understand, 
apprehend, f. per PER- + capere take (see 
HEAVE), So percepTIoN poise‘pfan A. 
collection of rents, etc.; tpartaking of Holy 
Communion xv; B. taking cognizance or 
being aware of objects xvi. In A. - (O)F. 
perception, in. B. — L. perceptió(n-) (1i) col- 
lecting, (11) perceiving, f. percept- percipere. 
perce:ptiBLE Tperceptive XV1; cognizable 
xvi, -~ OF. or late L. perce-ptive charac- 
terized by perception XVII. perci piENT. 
XVII. — prp. of L. percipere. 


per cent poisent by the hundred, in 
every hundred. xvi. In earliest exx. per 
cento, per centum; often written per cent., as 
if an abbrev. of per centum, which is the 
form used in Acts of Parliament and legal 
documents; see PER, CENT; orig. It. business 
term. Hence perce-ntace. xvi11 (Bentham), 


perch! pditf freshwater fish Perca. xi. 
-(O)F. perche = 'Tuscan, Pg. perca = L. 
perca- Gr. pérké, rel. to pérkos spotted, 
dark, perknds blackish, bluish, Skr. p#snis 
spotted, Olr. erc striped. 


perch? pàat( Tfpole, stake xi11; fixed bar, esp. 
for birds to rest upon ; linear measure equal 
to 54 yards xiv; superficial measure xv. 
— (O)F. perche - Pr. perga, It. pertica :- L. 
pertica. So perch vb. xv. = (O)F. percher, 
f. perche. 


perchance poaitfa‘ns peradventure, per- 
haps. xiv. orig. phr.- AN. par chance, i.e. 
(O)F. par by (PAR*), chance CHANCE; with 
later assim. to PER-. So Tpercase xiv — AN. 
per cas, OF. par cas (see CAsE!). 


percolate pd-ikoleit pass or cause to pass 
through a porous substance. xvii. f. pp. 
stem of L. percoóláre, f. per PER- 1 + céldre 
strain, f. colum sieve, strainer; see -ATE?. 


percussion poika4:fon striking of one body 
by another. xvi. — (O)F. percussion or L. 
percussió(n-), f. pp. stem of percutere strike 
or thrust through, f. per PER- 1 + quatere 
shake, strike, dash (cf. QUASH). 


perdition  poidr[on  Tutter destruction; 
final spiritual damnation. xiv. —- OF. perdi- 
ciun (mod. -tion) or late L. perditid(n-), f. pp. 
stem of perdere destroy, (hence) lose, f. per 
pER-%-+ *-dere (see ADD, -ITION). 


perdu ps5udjü Tsentinel perdue, p. sentinel 
post of sentinel, or sentinel himself, in a 
hazardous position XVI; be p. be placed on 
an outpost, etc. in such a position, (hence) lie 
in wait XVII, and gen. be concealed (now as 
F. perdü) xvir. —(O)F. perdu lost, perished, 
past hope of recovery = It. perduto s- - Rom. 
*berdutu-s, for L. perditus, pp. of perdere; 
see prec. 


peregrinate  pe'rigrineit travel (abroad). 

xvi (Nashe). f. pp. stem of L. peregrinari 
sojourn or travel abroad, f. peregrinus 
foreign; see next and -ATE*. So peregrina:- 
TION. XVI (Skelton). - 


peregrine pe'rigrin applied to a species of 
falcon, Falco peregrinus, esteemed for 
hawking xIv (Ch.); foreign, outlandish xvi. 
In the first use repr. (O)F. faucon pélerin 
(cf. PILGRIM), medL. /faicó peregrinus, so 
named because the young were not taken 
like EYAs hawks from the nest, but caught 
in their passage from the breeding-place; 
in other uses directly = L., peregrinus foreign, 
f. pereger that is abroad or on a journey, 
peregré abroad, f. per through + ager terri- 
tory, country ; see PER- I, ACRE, -INE!. 


peremptory pe'romtori (leg., orig. Roman) 
that precludes all debate, question, or delay; 
decisive, final. xvi. —AN. peremptorie = 
(O)F. péremptoire (whence Sc. Tperemptor 
xv) — L. peremptorius deadly, mortal, deci- 
sive (e.g. edictum peremptorium, per emptoriae 
exceptiones), f. perempt-, pp. stem of peri- 
mere take away entirely, destroy ; see PER- 3, 
EMPTION, -ORY. 


perennial pore:niol lasting throughout the 

year or a succession of years. XVII. f. L. 
perennis, f. per through+ annus year; see 
PER- I, ANNAL, -IAL. @ Earlier tperennal. 


perfay pdifei (arch. or obs.) in truth. xI. 
- OF. per or par fei; see PAR?, FAY}, 


perfect pdufikt thoroughly versed or 
trained ; in a complete state x11I (Cursor M.); 
in a faultless state, accurate xIv; unqualified, 
unalloyed xvi (Sh.); (arith.) xv; (gram.) of 
a tense xvi. ME. parfit (-fist, -fyt, -fight), 
-fite, later parfet xv, (by assim. to L.) perfect 
XV. — OF. parfit, -fite (mod. -fait), corr. to 
Pr. perfect, etc. = L. perfectu-s, pp. of per- 
ficere accomplish, complete, f. per PER- 2+ 
facere make, po'. 'lhe earliest form sur- 
vived in mod. dial. parfit, and in Sc. perfit 
porfrt complete, exact, is distinguished 
from pe'rfect thorough, utter. Hence per- 
fe:ct vb. xiv. So perfe-ctIBLE. XVII. 
— medL. perfe:crioN tcomplete state x1m 
(AncrR.); bringing to completion; condi- 
tion of being perfect xiv. -(O)F.- L. 
perfe-ctIVE conducing to perfection XVI; 
(gram. after Slav. usage) expressing com- 
pletion of an action xix. —- medL. 


perrEeRvID. XIX. - modL. perfervidus (Bu- 
chanan); see PER- 4. 


perfidy p3-1fidi base breach of faith. xvi. 
— L. perfidia (whence F. perfidie, Sp., It. 
perfidia), f. perfidus treacherous, f. per PER- 3 
+ fides FAITH; see -¥°. So perfi-dious. xvi. 
- L. -i0sus. 


perforate p35'iforeit make a hole through. 
XVI. f. pp. stem of L. perforáre, f. ber PER- 1 
-}forãre BORE, pierce; see -ATE?. So per- 
fora'TION. xv. ~(O)F. = medL. 
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PERFORCE 


PERIMETER 





perforce poifo:s Tforcibly xiv; of neces- 
sity xvi. — OF. phr. par force, with assim. 
as in PERCHANCE ; See PAR?, PER, FORCE. 


perform  jpoifóum Tcomplete, finish; 

Tbring about, effect; carry out (an order, 
etc.) Xiv; Tconstruct xv; go through for- 
mally xvi, — AN. par-, perfourmer (in AL. 
performare), alt. (after forme FORM) of OF. 
parfournir (in medL. perfurnire), f. par- 
PER- 2, 4 -+ fournir FURNISH; cf. Sc. and 
north. t5erfurmsh (xiv-xv1) ; the forms par-, 
perfo(u)rne were current XIV-XV. Hence per- 
fo:rmaNcE. xvi (at first leg.). prob. - AN. 
*performance; also tperformaTION XVI; so 
AL. performatid; tperformMENT XVI-XVII, 
performixG! (x1v-xvit). 


perfume p5-1fjim, (formerly also) porfjü:m 
odorous vapour, (fragrance of) liquid scent. 
xvi. In early use also par-, but regularly 
assim, to PER-. — F. parfum, f. par-, Tper- 
fumer (whence perfume vb. xvi) = It. tpar- 
fumare, tper- (now pro-), lit. smoke through ; 
see PER- I, FUME. Hence perfu'menry. 
XVIII. Q The perfume industry was promi- 
nent in Italy in XVI. 


perfunctory pozfa:nktori done or acting 
merely by way of duty. xvi. — late L. per- 
functorius careless, negligent, f. perfunct-, 
pp. stem of perfungi perform, discharge, get 
rid of, f. per PER- -+ fungi; see FUNCTION, 
-ORY?. 


pergola pd-‘igola arbour formed with plants 
trained over a trellis. xvil (Evelyn). — It. 
pergola :- L. pergula projecting roof, vine 
arbour, f. pergere come or go forward, f. per 
PER- I--*reg- move in a straight line (see 
RECTITUDE, RIGHT). 


perhaps poshe:ps maybe, possibly; as 
may happen. xvi. f. PER2-- pl. of HAP!, repi, 
ME. phr. by hap(s) by asingle word modelled 
on percase, PERCHANCE. @ Instances of per 
happous read in Lydg. are uncertain. 


peri piori fairy, orig. malevolent demon, 
of Persian mythology xvii1; transf. beauti- 
ful girl xix. Anglicized in Richardson's 
Persian Dictionary, 1777-80, but first popu- 
larized in the Eng. translation (1786) of 
Beckford’s ‘Histoire du Caliph Vathek’ 
(1782) in pl. form Peries, rendering F. 
Perises. — (F. péri —) Pers. peri, par: :- Peh- 
levi parīk evil genius, malevolent elf :- Av. 
pairiké winged. 


peri- peri, pari‘, repr. comb. form of Gr. 
péri, pert adv. and prep. about, around, 
roundabout, rel. to L. per (see PER, PER-); 
in older terms often through L. derivs. and 
new formations (for which see below); in 
mod. scientific terms (anat. and path.), 
forming adjs. meaning 'situated or occur- 
ring about or around, surrounding or en- 
closing the part denoted by the second el.’, 
as peribranchial around the branchiz or gills, 
and forming sbs. denoting a surrounding or 
enclosing part, in sbs. in -1T1s, which denote 


inflammation of the region surrounding that 
denoted by the second el., e.g. perityphlitis, 
of some part adjacent to the CZECUM. 


perianth pe':rienp (bot.) fcalyx, involucre 

XVIII; outer part of a flower xix. — F. péri- 
anthe (Rousseau 1771-7)- modL. peri- 
anthium, f. Gr. peri about, PERI--+ dnthos 
flower (cf. ANTHOLOGY), after pericarpium 
PERICARP. 


periapt pe-riept amulet (worn about the 

person). xvI. — F. périíapte — Gr. períapton, 
f. peri PERI- + hdptos fastened, hdptein 
fasten. 


pericardium  periká:idiom (anat.) mem- 
branous sac enclosing the heart. xvi. 
—- modL. —- Gr. perikárdion (Galen), f. perí 
PERI---kardíü HEART. Hence perica:rdiac 
XIX, perica:rdiar xvri1, pe:xricardt- Tis xviit. 


pericarp pe'rikārp (bot.) seed-vessel. XVIII. 
— F. péricarpe or modL. pericarpium — Gr. 
perikdrpion pod, husk, shell, f. perí-4- karpós 
fruit; PERI-, HARVEST, -IUM. 


pericope pěri'kəpi paragraph. XVIL 
= late L. pericopë = Gr. perikopë section, f. 
perí PERI- 4- *kop- cut; see COMMA. 


pericranium perikrerrniom membrane en- 

veloping the skull xvi. - modL. peri- 
cranium — Gr. perikránion, sb. use of n. of 
pertkranios round the skull; see PERI-, 
CRANIUM. 


peridot peridot fchrysolite xiv; the 
variety called olivine xvii. In late ME. 
peritot - OF. peritot (mod. -dot), of which 
there are several vars. ; of unkn. origin. 


perigee pe'ridsi (astron.) point in the orbit 
of a planet that is nearest to the earth. XVI. 
In early use varying with forms directly 
repr. L. and Gr. ; = F. périgée — modL. peri- 
gēum, -æum ~= late Gr. perigeion (Ptolemy), 
sb. use of n. of perigeios ‘close round the 
earth’, f. peri PERI--+-géë, gafa, gê earth. 


perihelion peribē'lion (astron.) point in 
the orbit of a heavenly body that is nearest 
to the sun )( APHELION. XVII. Græcized form 
of modL. perihélium (Kepler 1596), f. Gr. 
perí PERI- 4- hélios SUN. 


peril pe'ril risk, danger. xim (AncrR., 
Cursor M.). - (O)F. péril — Pr. perilh, Sp. 
peligro, Pg. perigo, It. pericolo = L. peri- 
c(uMum experiment, risk, f. *per- in experiri 
try (see EXPERIENCE, PIRATE) + -culum -CLE. 
@ Replaced OE. fær, corr. to G. gefahr 
danger, which may be cogn.; superseded 
gen. by danger except in at one’s p. Cf. IM- 
PERIL. So pe'rilous. xi. — OF. perillous, 
-eus$ (mod. périlleux) :- L. periculósu-s; cf. 
PARLOUS. 


perimeter porimitor circumference, peri- 
phery. xvi. = F. périmètre = L. perimetros 
— Gr. perímetros, f. perí-- métron; see PERI-, 
METER. 
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PERIOD 






period pio'riod extent of time; end of a 
course (XIV-XV), XVI; complete sentence, 
esp. one containing several clauses; full 
pause at end of this, full stop xvr. In Ch. 
and Lydg. in the forms parodie, -ye, also in 
XV paryode, unexpl. alt. of (O)F. période, 
corr. to Sp., It. periodo = L., periodus cycle, 
sentence — Gr. períodos circuit, revolution, 
recurrence, course, orbit, rounded sentence, 
f. peri PER!I--+ hodds way, course. So periodi- 
C(AL) -o'dik(). Xvi. = F. or L. =- Gr. 
periodikós. periodiciry -rsiti. xix. — F. 


peripatetic pe:ripatetik (member) of the 
school of philosophy founded by Aristotle, 
who taught in a perfpatos or walking place 
in the Lyceum at Athens. xvi. -(OJF. 
péripatétique or L. peripatéticus (Cicero, of 
the philosophy) — Gr. peripatétikós, f. peri- 
patein walk up and down, f. peri PERI- + 
patein tread (cf. pdtos beaten path); see -1c. 


periphery porifori Tlayer of air xiv (once, 
Gower) ; boundary of a rounded surface xvi 
(Digges). -late L. peripheria - Gr. peri- 
phéreia, £. peripherés revolving round, f. peri 
PERI-d-phérein BEAR?; see -Y?. Cf. CIRCUM- 
FERENCE. So peripheraL!. xix (Barclay). 
periphe:ric (Coleridge), -ICAL. XVII. 


periphrasis pəri'frəsis roundabout way of 

speaking. xvi. — L. periphrasis (Quintilian) 
— Gr. periphrasis, f. periphrdzein, f. perí-- 
phrdzein declare: see PERI-, PHRASE. So 
periphrastic -fræ'stik. xix. = Gr. peri- 
phrastikós ; so F. périphrastique. 


periscope pe'riskoup apparatus for obtain- 
ing a view of objects above the ordinary 
level of vision. xiX (1899). f. Gr. peri- 
skopein, f. peri + skopein look; see PERI-, 
SCOPE; perh. modelled on perisco: pic (1804) 
enabling one to see for some distance around 
the axis of vision. Q Earlier occas. uses did 
not survive, 


perish pe'rif come to a violent or untimely 
end, cease to exist; pass. be destroyed, lost, 
injured by exposure, etc. XII. f. périss-, 
extended stem of (O)F. périr = Pr. perir, 
It. perire, Sp. perecer, Rum. peri :— L. perire 
pass away, come to nothing, lose one’s life, 
f. per PER- 3+ ire go, eð I go, ?t goes, f. *ei-, 
*;-, repr. also by Gr. e£mi I shall go, and in 
Skr., Celtic, and Slav. See -Isu?. Hence 
pe‘rishaBLe. xviI; after F. périssable. 


perispome pe'rispoum having a circumflex 
accent on the last syllable. xix. Shortening 
of perispo:menon - Gr. perisbómenon, n. 
of prp. pass. of perispán draw round, mark 
with a circumflex, f. peri PERI- - spán draw. 


perissodactyl  poriso(u)de'ktil (zool. of 
ungulates) having an odd number of toes. 
XiX. — modL.. perissodactylus, f. Gr. perissds 
uneven, odd 4- ddktulos digit (see DACTYL). 


peristaltic peristæ'ltik pert. to the auto- 
matic muscular movement in the alimentary 
canal. xvii. - Gr. períistallikós (Galen) 


PERLUSTRATE 


clasping and compressing, f. peristéllein 
wrap up or round, f. peri round-}stéllein 
place; see PERI-, STOLID, -IC. 


peristyle pe'ristail (archit.) colonnade sur- 
rounding a building. xvi. — F. péristyle 
—L. peristylum — Gr. perístülon, sb. use of 
n. of perístülos having pillars all round ; see 
PERI-, STYLE. 


peritoneum  peritentom  (anat.) serous 
membrane lining the cavity of the abdomen. 
xvi. —late L. peritonzum, -éum~ Gr. peri- 
tónaion, -eion, sb. use of n. of peritónaios, f. 
peritonos stretched around, f. peri+--tonos 
stretched ; see PERI-, TONE. 


periwig periwig peruke, wig. xvi. alt., 
through the stages perezike, -wig, of perwike, 
-wick, vars. of PERUKE (orig. str. pe'ruke), in 
which -z:- repr. an attempt to render ii of 


the F. word. 


periwinkle! pe-riwinkl plant of the genus 

Vinca. xiv. ME. pervenke, -vinke - AN. 
pervenke, var. of (O)F. pervenche == Sp. 
pervenca, It. pervinca = late L. pervinca, 
earlier vi(m)ca pervi(n)ca (Pliny). @ Not 
continuous with OE. peruince — L. ‘The 
mod. form appears xvi as per(t)wyncle, 
prob. by assim. to next. 


periwinkle* pe-riwinkl gastropod mollusc 
of the genus Littorina. xvi (purwinkle, pere-, 
periwinkle). Of unkn. origin; OE. wine- 
awinclan pl., also read as pinewinclan, may 
perh. be repr. by dial. forms in penny-; in 
any case the second el. is the same. 


perjure pd-1d3a1 pass. be p-d be forsworn 
or guilty of false swearing xv (now rare), 
repr. AN., OF. estre parjuré(z); refl. p. one- 
self xvitt, repr. F. se parjurer forswear one- 
self, for which the intr. perjure was formerly 
used XVII—-XVHI (so in AN.). - (O)F. par- 
jurer, tper- = L. perjirdre, refash, of pe(r)ie- 
rare break one’s oath, f. per PER- 3-- jurare 
swear (see JUROR). So perjury?. xiv. 
— AN. perjurie (modF. parjure) = L. per- 
jürtum. 


perk p3àuk (intr., pass.) carry oneself jauntily, 
be spruce or smart XIV; (trans.) project or 
raise in a brisk manner xvi. The earliest 
instances refer to the action of birds and 
suggest deriv. from perk sb., var. of PERCH?, 
or a transf. use of perk vb. perch (both now 
obs. or dial.) — dial. F. *perque, *perquer, 
vars. of perche, percher. Hence pe:rkvy!. xix. 


perk(s) p3uk(s) sl. abbrev. of PERQUISITES. 
1887. Preceded by Sc. pirkus (1824); cf. 
parkaseet (1857). 


perlaceous pduilei‘fias of the nature of 
pearl. xviir. f. modL. perldceus, f. L. perla 
PEARL; See -ACEOUS. 


perlustrate p3ilestreit travel through and 
survey. XVI. f. pp. stem of L. perlüustràáre, 
f. per PER- 1-+-lustrdre purify, pass in review, 
f. lüstrum LUSTRE! ; see -ATE*. 
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permafrost pd-imofrdst permanently fro- 
zen subsoil. xx. f. PERMA(NENT, FROST. 


permanent p3:1monont lasting indefinitely. 
xv. —(O)F. permanent or L. permanent-, 
-éns, prp. of permanére remain to the end; 
See PER- I, 2, MANSION. So pe:rmanENCE. 
xv. —(O)F. or medL. 


permeable p3:imisb] permitting passage 
or diffusion through itself. xv. -late L., per- 
medbilis, f. bermeare (the pp. stem of which 
gave pe:rmeate xvii), f. per PER- 1, medre 
pass, go (cf. CONGEE) ; see -ABLE. 


Permian  p3:imion (geol.) pert. to the 
upper division of palzozoic strata, charac- 
teristic of Perm, former province of E. Russia. 
XIX. See -IAN. 


permission poumnion action of allowing, 

leave. xv. -(O)F. permission or L. per- 
misstó(n-), f. pp. stem of permittere surrender, 
allow, f. permittere let go; see PER- 1, 3, 
MISSION. So permit vb. xv. = L. per- 
mittere; hence sb. permit xvii. per- 
Mi-‘SSIBLE XV, perm{‘ssSIVE xviI (Sh.). 


permute pərmjū't texchange xiv (PPI.); 
Tchange, transmute xv; transpose xIx. = L 
permütáre, f. ber PER- 4 -- mütàre change. 
So perMUTA'TION Texchange, barter xiv 
(PPI.); talteration, transmutation xiv (Ch.) ; 
transposition (spec. math.) xvi. -(O)F. 
or L. 

pernicious pouni:[os tending to destroy or 
ruin. XVI. — L. perniciósus, f. perniciés de- 
struction, f. per PER- 2-+nec-, nex death, 
destruction; see INTERNECINE, -IOUS, and 
cf. (O)F. pernicieux. 

pernickety poini:kiti (colloq.) precise about 
trifles. XIX. orig. Sc., of uncertain origin; 
such local vars. as parnickety, pernackety 
suggest a fanciful alt. of PARTICULAR infl. by 
Sc. and north. knick-knack personal pecu- 
liarity (cf. nick-nacket, Burns)-- -v!. 


pernoctate pdino-kteit pass the night, spec. 
in prayer, in a certain place to ‘keep resi- 
dence’. XVIL. f. pp. stem of L. pernoctàre, 
f. ber PER- I-d-noct-, nox NIGHT ; see -ATE?, 
So pernocta' TION. xvir. - late L. (Am- 
brose). 


peroration perorer[on concluding part of 
a speech. xv (Capgrave). — F. péroration or 
L. perórátio(n-), f. peroràre (whence pe'ro- 
TATE? XVII); see PER- I, ORATION. 


perpend  poipe:xnd (arch.) ponder. XVI. 
= L. perpendere weigh exactly, consider; see 
PER- 2, PENDENT. 

perpendicular pàipondi:kjülor situated or 
having a direction at right angles xiv (Ch. ; 
but not gen. current till xvi); first applied 
to the third style of English pointed archi- 
tecture by 'T. Rickman, 1812-15; sb. xv. 
— L. perpendiculáris, f. perpendiculum plum- 
met, plumb-line, f. per PER- 2 + pendére 
hang; see PENDENT, -CULE, -AR. (Cf. OF. 
perpendiculer, -ier, It. perpendicolare ; F. per- 
pendiculaire — L. perpendiculáris, -árius.) 


perpetrate  p3'ipitreit commit (an evil 
deed). xvi. f. pp. stem of L. perpetrdre per- 
form (in neutral sense), f. per PER- r + 
patrãre bring about, lit. perform or execute 
as father, f. patr-, pater FATHER; see -ATE®, 
So perpetra'TION. XV. = F. or late L. 


perpetual paipe'tjual lasting or destined 
to last for ever. xiv (-el, Rolle). ~(O)F. 
perpetuel - L. perpetuális (Quintilian, who 
uses it, with universalis, to render Gr. 
xaBoAuós), f. perpetuus, f. perpet-, perpes 
continuous, uninterrupted, f. per PER-!4- 
petere be directed towards (cf. IMPETUS); 
assim. to L. form xvi; see -AL!. So per- 
pe:tuATE?. xvi. f. pp. stem of L. perpetudre, 
f. perpetuus. perpetua’TION. xiv (Wyclif). 
- medL. perpeturrv paipitjü'iti. xv (Hoc- 
cleve). - (OF. =- L. 


perplex pozple-ks trouble with doubt or 
uncertainty xvi (Sh.); make uncertain or 
involved through intricacy xvir. Back- 
formation from perplexed (xv), extension of 
Tperplex adj. (x1v-xvir) - (O)F. perplexe or 
L. perplexus involved, intricate, f. per PER- 2 
-- plexus, pp. of plectere plait, interweave, 
involve, f. *plek-, as in duplex twofold, 
simplex’ SIMPLE, etc.; see PLAIT. So per- 
ple-xrry. xtv. ~(O)F. or late L. 


perquisite pdukwizit Tproperty acquired 
otherwise than by inheritance xv; casual 
profits or emoluments xvI; gratuity XVIII. 
— medL. perquisitum acquisition, sb. use of 
n. of pp. of L. perquirere search diligently 
for, f. per PER- 2-- quarere seek (see QUERY). 


perry pe'ri beverage made from pears. xiv. 
ME. pereve, perre(e), perrye — OF. peré :— 
Rom. *piratum, f. L. pirum PEAR; see -Y*. 


persecute pd-isikjit tpursue, chase; pur- 
sue with malignity; Tprosecute at law xv 
(Caxton). — (O)F. persécuter, £. L. persecüt-, 
pp. stem of persequi, f. ber PER- 1,2 4- sequi 
follow, sve. So persecu'rioN. xiv (Rolle, 
Barbour, Trevisa, Wyclif). -(O)F. = L. 


perseity pdisititi independent existence. 
xvit. — medL. perséitàás (Duns Scotus), f. 
per sé by itself, tr. Aristotle’s kaf  aùró 
(‘Posterior Analytics’ i 4); see -ITy. 


persevere p3isivio-r continue steadfastly. 
xiv. — (O)F. persévérer — L. persevérare 
abide by strictly, persist, f. persevērus very 
strict; see PER- (4), SEVERE. Stressed regu- 
larly perse-ver (and so sp.) till xvir; but the 
str. perseve're is found sporadically x1v-—xv1, 
is the only form used by Milton, and be- 
comes general in late xvii. So perseve'r- 
ANCE. XIV. -(O)F.- L.; formerly str. 
perseverance. 


Persian p3'ifon pert. to Persia. xim. Late 
ME. persien, percien (Ch., Gower)- OF. 
persien — It. persiano — medla. *Persidnus 
(repl. L. Persicus), f. (after Asiänus) Persia, 
f. Gr. Persis- OPers. Pdrsa (mod. Pars, 
Arab. Fars); assim. to -IAN XVI. 
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persiflage pd5-isifla3 light banter, raillery. 

xviir (Lord Chesterfield). F., f. persifler 
banter, f. per- for par-+siffler whistle :— 
popL. sifildre, for L. sibiláre; see SIBILANT, 
-AGE. 


persimmon poisirmon plum-like fruit of 
the tree Diospyros virginiana. xvIII (Capt. 
Smith). Early forms are putchamin, pessem- 
min, posimon — Algonquian word repr. by 
Cree pasiminan, Lenape pasimenan. 


spica'cirv. XVI. = F. or late L. perspi-cuous 
Ttransparent xv; lucid, evident xvi. f. L. 
perspicuus, f. perspicere. perspicu:iTY. Xv. 


perspiration pédispirei-fan tbreathing 


through; Tevaporation, exhalation; excre- 
tion of moisture through the pores XVII. 
~ F. perspiration (xvi, Paré), f. perspirer — 
L. perspiráre (whence perspire vb. xvii); 
see PER- 1, SPIRIT, -ATION. 


persist poisrst continue firmly iz a state, | persuade poisweid induce to believe or 


etc. XVI; remain in existence XVIII. = L. 
persistere, Í. per PER- 2 + sistere STAND. 


person  ps3:sn  Tcharacter, part played; 
human being x11; living body of a human 
being; individual personality xiv; (theol.) 
distinction of being in the Godhead xu; 
gram. (so L. persona in Varro, Gr. prósopon 
in Dionysius Thrax) xvi. =- OF. persone 
(mod. personne) — Pr., Sp., It. persona, Pg. 


act in a certain way; Tinduce belief in or 
practice of, commend, recommend XVI. 
- L. persuadere, f. ber PER- 1 or 2 4- suadére 
advise, recommend. So persua'srON. XIV. 
action of persuading xıv (Wycl. Bible, Ch.); 
religious belief or denomination XVII; 
(joc.) nationality, sex, sort XIX. = L. persuá- 
szü(n-) ; see SUASION and cf. (O)F. persuader, 
persuasion. 


pessoa ~ L. perséna mask used by a player, | pert psit (dial) expert, intelligent xit1; 


one who plays a part, character acted (‘dra- 
matis persona’), character or capacity in 
which one acts person as having legal rights, 
human being, in Christian use of the Trinity 
(for Gr. drdoracis). perh. f. Etruscan dersu 
mask, and used to render Gr. prósópon face, 
mask, dramatic part, person (f. prós to, to- 
wards, dps face). The normally developed 
var, parson (XIV-XVII) has been differentiated 


open, manifest XIV; forward in behaviour 
xIv (Ch.); (dial.) brisk, lively xvi. Aphetic 
of Tapert (in these senses) xir. — OF. apert 
- Pr. apert —- L. apertus open, pp. of aperire 
(see APERTURE); partly blended with OF. 
aspert, espert :- L. expertu-s expert. Q In 
the first and the last senses often sp. peart 
and perh. apprehended as a distinct word. 


with a special meaning; person is a reversion | Pertain poitern belong to. xiv. Late ME. 


to L. form. So pe-rsonaBLeE having a well- 
formed person. xv. ~ F. tpersonnable. 
pe'rsonacs Timage, effigy ; body of a person 
XV; person of note; person in a drama XVI. 
- OF. personage (mod. personnage), corr. to 
Pr. personatge, It. personaggio, in medL. per- 
soónáticum, -àgium. pe:rsonarL! pert. to a 


partene, -teine repr. tonic stem of (OJ)F. 
partenir = Pr. pertener, It. pertenere -= L. 
pertinére extend, tend or belong (to), f. per 
PER- 1 -+ lenére hold; cf. CoNTAIN. So pe'r- 
tinENT relevant, apposite xiv (Wycl); 
Tappurtenant, suitable xv. — (O)F. pertinent 
or L. pertinéns, prp. of pertinére. 


person or individual xiv; )(real xv. = OF. pertinacious p3itinei:fos persistent in one's 


personal, -el (mod. personnel) — L. personalis. 
persona Liry, xiv. - (O)F. - late. pe-r- 
sonalrv personal estate. xvi. -]law F. 
personalté. pe:rsonATE? act the part of, 
IMPERSONATE XVI; represent, typify XVII. 
f. pp. stem of late L. personàre (Boethius). 


opinion or intention. XVIIL. f. L. pertínáci-, 
stem of pertinãx; see PER- 4, TENACIOUS. 
Earlier (rare) tpertinace = OF. pertinace. So 
pertina:ciry. xvi. — F.; earlier Tpertinacv 
XIV (Ch.). - L. 


personiry poiso:nifai. xvitt. — F. person- | Pperturb poitob disturb greatly. xiv (Ch.). 


nifier (Boileau); hence perso:niriCA' TION. 
xvii (Johnson). personnel p3iusene:l body 
of persons engaged in a service, XIX. = F., 


— OF. pertourber — L. perturbüre ; see PER- 2, 
DISTURB. So perturba‘rIon. xiv (Ch.). - 
(O)F. - L. 


sb. use of personnel PERSONAL, opposed to | peruke porü'k [natural head of hair; PERI- 


matériel material equipment, as in le matériel 
et le personnel d'une armée. 


perspective poispe:ktiv Toptics xiv (Wycl., 
Trevisa); toptical instrument xiv (Ch.); 
(after It. perspectiva) art of drawing so as to 
give the effect of solidity and relative size 
XVI; drawing in perspective xvii. — medL. 
perspectiva (sc. ars art), sb. use of fem. of 
late L. perspectivus (Boethius), f. perspect-, 
pp. stem of perspicere look at closely, f. per -1- 
specere look ; see PER- I, SPECTACLE, -IVE. So 


WIG, WIG XVI. = F. perruque (xv, thead of 
hair)- It. perrucca, parrucca (whence also 
Sp. peluca), of unkn. origin. 


peruse porü':z fuse up; go through so as 


to examine, revise, etc. xv; read through 
XVI. prob. based on AL. *periisdre, pertisi- 
táre use up (xiv), f. L. per PER- 44- medL. 
üsäre, L. tisitdri use often, frequent. f. äs- 
vsE. Hence peru:sAL? xvi (Sh); earlier 
Tperuse sb. xvi. 


perspe:ctive adj. toptical xv; pert. to per- | pervade poiuverd (arch.)) pass through; 


spective XVIL —late L. So perspicacious 
pàispikei:[os of penetrating (mental) vision. 
xvii, f. L. perspicác-, -àx sharp-sighted, 


diffuse itself throughout xvn. = L. per- 
vadere, f. ber d- vadere go; see PER- I, WADE. 
So perva'sive. XVIII. f. pp. stem of 


f. perspicere; see above and -1oUS. per- | pervādere. 
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perverse poiv3:rs turned from the right 
way, perverted xiv (Ch); froward, wav- 
ward xv (Lydgate). - (O)F. pervers, -e - L. 
perversus, -a, pp. of pervertere (see below). 
So perversion. xiv. -—l. perversio(n-); 
cf. F. perversion. pervert Toverthrow, 
subvert; turn aside from a right course or 
opinion XIV (Ch., Wycl.). — (O)F. pervertir, 
corr, to Pr., Sp. pervertir, It. pervertere, oF 
their source L. pervertere turn round or the 
wrong way, overturn, ruin, corrupt, f. per + 
vertere turn; see PER- 2, 3, VERSE. pervert 
p3'rvàut perverted or apostate person. XVH. 
sb. use of tpervert adj. (xv-xv1), short for 
perverted, or an analogical formation after 
convert sb. 


pervious p3vios allowing a passage 
through. xvi. f. L. pervius, f. per PER-! 4- 
via WAY. Cf. IMPERVIOUS (XVII). 


peseta peserto Spanish silver coin and 
monetary unit. XIX. Sp., dim. of pesa 
weight :~ L. pénsa, pl. of pénsum (see POISE). 


colloq.) plaguy, con- 


pesky pe'ski (U.S. 
of *bpesty, f. 


founded. XIX. poss. alt. 
PEST 4- Y. 


pessary pe'sori Tsuppository XIV; instru- 
ment to remedy uterine displacement XVIII. 
— late L. pessdrium, repl. late L. pessulum, 
f. late L. pessum, -us — Gr. pessós, -ón draught- 
board, oval stone used in a game, medicated 
plug; see -ARY. 


pessimism pe‘simizm tthe worst condition 
possible xv: (Coleridge); tendency to look 
at the worst aspect of things; (after G. 
pessimismus, Schopenhauer, 1819) doctrine 
that this world is the worst possible. f. L. 
pessimus worst, rel. to peior worse (cf. PEJORA- 
TIVE) 4- -ISM, on the model of optimism. 


pest pest Tpestilence, plague XVI; noxious 
person or thing xvi. = F. peste or L. pestis 
plague, contagious disease. So pesti-FEROUS 
plague-bringing, pernicious. xvi. ~ L. pesti- 
Jer, -ferus; cf. (O)F. pestifére. pe:stilENcx 
fatal epidemic, spec. bubonic plague. xiv. 
— (OJF. pestilence — L. pestilentia, f. pestilent-, 
-éns, -lentus (whence pe:stilENT xv), f. pestis ; 
cf. late L. pestilis of the nature of plague, 
and L. gracilentus, macilentus. pestilentia. 
XIV. — medL. pe'sticipE! pest-killer xx. 


pestle pe'sl instrument for pounding in a 
mortar. xiv (Wycl. Bible). - OF. pestel = 
It. pestello - L. pistillum, dim. of *pistrum, 
f. pist-, pp. stem of pinsare pound; cf. -EL?. 


pet! pet animal domesticated and treated as 
a favourite; indulged child xvi; darling, 
favourite XVIII. orig. Sc. and north. dial., 
of unkn. origin; formally distinct from 
tpeat (xv1) pet (of a woman), (spoilt) girl. 
q Ir. peat, Gael. peata are from Sc. 


pet? pet offence at being slighted. xvi. 
orig. in phr. Ttake the pet; of unkn. origin. 
Hence pe-ttisu!. xvr. 


petard pita-id 


petasus 


petiole 


petal pe-tal each of the divisions of the 
corolla of a flower. xvin. — modL. petalum 
(Fabio Colonna, 1649), in medL. metal 
plate (Isidore) - Gr. pétalon lamina, leaf, 
sb. use of n. of adj. pétalos outspread, f. base 
pet-, as in petdnnusthai unfold. 


small engine of war for 
making a breach xvi (Florio, Sh.) ; firework 
xvi. — F. pétard (1585), f. péter break wind, 
f. pet fart — It. peto :- L. peditum, f. pédere 
break wind; see -ARD. 


pe:tosos  (antiq.) low-crowned 
broad-brimmed hat of the ancient Greeks. 
XVI (Jonson) -L.- Gr. pétasos, f. base 
*pet- (see PETAL). 


peter pitor (U.S. mining colloq.) become 


exhausted, give out. xix (earlier 1812 trans. 
in sl. use, stop, put an end to). Of unkn. 
origin. 


pe'tioul leaf-stalk. xvir. =F. 
pétiole - L. petiolus little foot, fruit-stalk, 
specialized by Linnzeus (‘Petiolus promit 
folium, et Pedunculus fructificationem', 
1751). 

petite potit of small stature or dainty 
figure. XVIII. F., fem. of petit PETTY. 


petition piti'fən action of begging or sup- 
plicating, orig. in prayer XIV; formally 
drawn-up request from an inferior to a 
superior or body in authority xv. — (O)F. 
pétition ~ L. petitid(n-), f. pp. stem of petere 
aim at, lay claim to, ask, seek; see -TION. 
Hence as vb. xvir (Sh.) Q To the same 
base belong APPETITE, COMPETE, IMPETUS, 
REPEAT. 


petrel pe-tral small sea-bird of the genus 
Procellaria. xvit. The significance of the 
early vars, pitteral, pittrel is obscure, but as 
early as 1703 Dampier has the sp. petrel and 
derives the name from that of St. Peter in 
allusion to his ‘walking upon the Lake of 
Gennesareth’ (cf. Matt. xiv 30), an expl. 
supported by Norw. Soren Peders, Peders- 
fugl, G. Petersvogel; for the ending cf. 
cockerel, dotteral, hoggerel, pickerel, which 
may have supplied the analogy. Q F. 
pétrel is from Eng. 


petrify pe'trifai convert into stone XVI; 
deprive of movement or feeling xvii. =F. 
pétrifier — L. *petrificãre, f. petra = Gr. pétra 
rock, stone (also pétros, whence Petrus 
‘rock-man’, Peter); see -Fy. Hence petri- 
fa:crioN. XVII (Sir T. Browne); after 
stupefy, stupefaction; superseded pe:tri- 
FICA‘TION (xvii, Cotgr., Sir T. B.). 


petro- pe'trou, petro comb. form of Gr. 
pétrd rock or pétros stone, as in petro-- 
GRAPHY XvViI, petro-logy xix (earlier erron. 
petra'logy, Pinkerton). 


petrol pe‘trol +petroleum xvi; (after F. 
essence de pétrole) refined petroleum used in 
internal combustion engines xIx (c. 1895). 
- F. pétrole - medL. petroleum ; see next. 
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PETROLEUM 


petroleum pitrou:liom mineral oil, occur- 
ring in rocks, etc. XVI. — medL. petroleum 
(cf. petra oleum, Saxon Leechdom, II 288), 
f. L. petra (see PETRIFY)-+ olewm OIL. 


petronel pe:tronel large pistol or carbine. 
XVI. — F. petrinal, var. of poitrinal, sb. use 
of adj. ‘pert. to breast or chest', f. poitrine 
:- Rom. *pectorina, f. L. pector-, pectus 
breast ; so called because in firing it the butt 
end rested against the chest. 


petticoat pe-tikout Tsmall coat worn under 
the doublet xv; (Lydg.); Ttunic or chemise 
XV; skirt dependent from the waist XVI. 
orig. two words, PETTY and COAT. 


pettifogger pe:tifogoi legal practitioner of 
inferior status XVI; (gen.) petty practioner 
XVII. f. PETTY -+fogger, of unkn. origin (perh. 
back-formation from this). Hence pe‘tti- 
foggiNG! and ?. XVI. 


pettitoes pe-titouz (orig.) giblets; (later) 
pig's trotters XVI. Ín form and sense corr. 
to F. petite ote ‘little goose? (L. auca), de- 
fined by Cotgrave 1611 as ‘the giblets of 
a Goose; also, the bellie, and inwards or 
intralis, of other edible creatures’ ; assim. to 
PETTY and pl. of TOE took place early. 


petty pe:ti Tsmall xiv (PPI.); minor, secon- 
dary, subordinate xvi. Late ME. pety, var. 
of petit (PPl.) ~ (O)F. petit = Pr., Cat. petit 
:- Rom. *pittittu-s, f. *pit- (cf. Rum. pitt 
make itself small), repr. in late L. pitinnus, 
pitulus very small, and regarded as a sym- 
bolic word of child-speech. In some techni- 
cal phr. petit is still retained, e.g. p. constable, 
p. jury, p. larceny. 


petulant  pe:tjülont  Twanton, lascivious 
XVI; Tpert, saucy XVII; pettishly impatient 
XVILI. ~(O)F. pétulant — L. petulant-, -dns, 
prp. of *petuldre, f. petere direct oneself to, 
attack (with formative as in postuldre, ustu- 
láre) ; see PETITION, -ANT. So pe'tulANCE 
XVII, -ANCY XVI. 


petunia  pitjü'nio genus of herbaceous 
plants closely related to the tobacco plant. 
xIx, —modL. petunia (Jussieu, 1789), f. F. 
petun tobacco (also in Eng. use XVI—XVII) 
— Guarani pet); see -IAt. 


pew pjü raised enclosure, stall, or desk in a 
church, Tin a court, etc. xiv (PP1.); pl. fixed 
benches with backs xvir. Late ME. pywe, 
puwe- OF. puye, puie-L. podia, pl. of 
podium elevated place, parapet, balcony 
(whence OF. pui height, mod. puy, as in 
place-names) —- Gr. pédion base, pedestal, 
dim. of pod-, pois FOOT. 


pewit, peewit pi'wit, pjü'it lapwing. XIII 
(pywet in place-name), XVI ( puwyt, puet, -it). 
imit. of the bird’s call; cf. synon. dial. pee(s)- 
weep, tewit, and Flem. piewitvoghel, (M)Du. 
kievit, etc., G. kiebitz. 


PHARISEE 


pewter pjū'tər alloy of tin and lead. XIV. 


~ OF. peutre, peaultre = Pr. peltre, It. peltro 
:- Rom. *peltrum, of unkn. origin; con- 
nexion with SPELTER has been assumed but 
not established. So pew-tergn?. xiv. ~ AN. 
peautrer, OF. peautrier = It. peltraio. 


pfennig pfíe:niy 4359 of the German mark. 
XVI (phen(n)ing). G.; see PENNY. 


phaton ferton four-wheeled open carriage. 
xvii. =F. phaéton—= L. Phaethon =- Gr. 
Phaéthón (myth.) son of Helios (sun) and 
Clymene, famous for his unlucky driving 
of the sun-chariot, sb. use of prp. phaéthén 
shining, rel. to phainein (cf. PHENOMENON), 
phdos, phés light (cf. PHOSPHORUS). 


phago- fe-go(u) repr. Gr. phago- eating, 
phagein- eat, as in pha'gocyte. So -phagous 
fogos -eating, f. L. -phagus, Gr. -phagos 
(cf. SARCOPHAGUS), -phagy? fedgji Gr. 
-phagid, as in ichthyophagous, -phagy. 


phalanx £fzelogks line of battle, esp. of 
hoplites in close order xvt; (anat.) joint of a 
digit xvi1; (bot.) bundle of stamens xvit. 
-L. phalanx (-ang-) - Gr. phdlagx (cf. 
BALK). So pha-lange. — F. = L. 


phallus fz-las penis or image of this. XVII. 
~late L. phallus — Gr. phallds; see BULL. So 
phallic. xvi. —- Gr. phallikós. 


phanerogamous fzenoro:gomos (bot.) 

flowering )(eryptogamous. xix. f. F. phané- 
rogame or—modL. phanerogamus, f. Gr. 
phdneros visible, evident, rel. to phainein 
show-}-gdmos marriage, sexual union; see 
PHENOMENON, GAMETE, -OUS. 


phantasm fe-ntezm illusion xut; appari- 
tion, ghost; imagination, fancy xv; mental 
image XVI. —(O)F. fantasme, t-esme —- L. 
phantasma; see next. So phantasmagoria 
fæ:ntæzməgõ'riə exhibition of optical illu- 
sions; shifting succession of imaginary 
figures xix. First recorded 1802, applied to 
an exhibition in London, prob. = F. fantas- 
magorie (1801), f. fantasme with fanciful 
termination. 


phantom fæ'ntəm fillusion, deception XIII 
(Cursor M.) ; apparition, spectre X1V ; mental 
illusion, dream image XVI ; appearance with- 
out substance xvir. ME. fantome, -um, also 
-osme — OF. fantosme, -ome (mod. fantóme) 
= Pr. fantasma, -auma, Sp., It. fantasma 
:- L. phantasma — Gr. phántasma, f. phantd- 
zein make visible, f. phant-, phainein show 
(see PHENOMENON). @ For the sp. ph- cf. 
PHEASANT. 


Pharisee fz'risi ancient Jewish sect marked 
by strict observance of the law, (hence) self- 
righteous person. OE. fariseus, early ME. 
farisew (Orm) - late L. phariszus, -éus — Gr. 
pharisaios - Aram. p’rishaiya, emphatic pl. 
of p'rish — Heb. párüsh separated, separa- 
tist. The present form is from ME. /-, 
pharise(e) - OF. pharise — L. 
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PHARMACY 
pharmacy § fa-imasi 
medicines XIV; art of preparing drugs XVII; 
dispensary xix. =~ OF. farmacie (mod. 
pharmacie) - medL. pharmacia - Gr. phar- 
makeid practice of a pharmakeis druggist, 
f. phdrmakon drug, medicine; see -y*. So 
pharmaceuticarL -sjü'tikol. xvii. f. late L. 
pharmaceuticus — Gr. -heutikós, f. pharma- 
keutés, pharmakeis  poisoner, druggist, 
pharmakeuein administer drugs. pharma- 
copoeda -pio xvii. modL. - Gr. pharma- 
kopoiíà (-boios -making, -maker). 


pharos fea:ros lighthouse. xvi. Appella- 
tive use of L. Pharos — Gr. Phdros name of 
an island off Alexandria on which stood a 
famous tower lighthouse. (Cf. F. phare.) 


pharynx fe‘rinks (anat.) cavity behind the 
nose. XVIL = modL. = Gr. phárugx (cf. 
pháragx cleft, chasm). Hence phary:ngar!, 
phary-ngeal -d3'al (modL. -eus) xix. 


phase feiz aspect (orig. astron. of a planet). 
XIX. Partly-F. phase, partly new sg. 
evolved from phases, pl. of phasis fei-zis, 
fersis (xvii) - modL. phasts-—- Gr. phasis 
appearance, phase, f. *pha-, as repr. by phos, 
phdos light (cf. PHOSPHORUS). 


pheasant fe-zont long-tailed bright- 
coloured game-bird, Phasianus. xi. - AN. 
fesaunt, for (O)F. faisan — Pr. faisan = Sp. 
faisdn, Pg. faisdo, It. fagiano = L. phasidnus 
- Gr. phásiánós (sc. órnis bird) of Phasis, a 
river in Colchis, whence the bird is said to 
have spread westwards. Cf. OHG., MHG. 
fasant (G. fasan}, Du. fazant. @ As in 
phantom, there has been etymol. reversion 
to ph-. For parasitic -t cf. tyrant. 


phen- fen, fén, pheno- fe-no(u), fi-no(u), 
féno: repr. Gr. phaino-, rel. to phaínein 
shine (cf. PHENOMENON), whence F. tphène 
benzene, phényle (see -YL) radical of benzene, 
acide phénique Tphenic acid; orig. applied 
to coal-tar products arising from the manu- 
facture of ‘illuminating’ gas, later as in 
phenacetin, pheno-barbitone. 


phenol fi:nol (chem.) hydroxyl derivative 
of benzene, carbolic acid. xix. — F. phénole, 
f. phéne, phénique ; see prec. and -OL. 


phenomenon fino:minon, pl. -mena mino 
thing or fact perceived or observed xvii 
(Bacon); immediate object of perception; 
notable or exceptional fact or occurrence 
XVIII. Also, in early use, phaino-, phzno-; 
— late L. phenomenon, pl. -mena — Gr. phai- 
nomenon, -a, sb. use of prp. pass. of phainein 
show, pass. be seen, appear, f. *phan- (as in 
phanerós visible, clear, phantasíaà FANTASY), 
extension of *pha-; see PHASE, PHOSPHORUS, 
PHOTO-. 


phew fji vocal gesture of disgust, weariness, 
etc. XVII. repr. puffing or blowing away 
with the lips; cf. pho, phoo (xvii), foh, fah 
(XVI), FAUGH. 


administration of 


PHILISTINE 





phial farol vessel (small glass bottle) for 
holding liquids. xiv. Late ME. fyole - (O)F. 
fiole = Pr. fiola, It. fiala - L. phiola, phiala 
saucer, censer — Gr. phidlé broad flat vessel. 


-phil fil, -phile fail repr., through med. 
and modL. -philus, F. -phile, Gr. terminal 
el. -philos (which means ‘dear to’, ‘beloved 
by’, as in Theophilus dear to God), loving, 
devoted or favourable to, e.g. modL. botano- 
philus (Linnzeus) amateur botanist, BIBLIO- 
PHILE, and many formations like Anglophil(e), 
for which forms in phil(o)- would be etymol. 
more correct. The corr. adj. suffix is 
-philous files, frequent in bot. and zool., 
with the sense ‘having affinity to or prefer- 
ence for’, as ammophilous, dendrophilous, 
hygrophilous; with corr. nouns of state or 
quality in -philv? fili, -philisw filizm. 


philander? filæ'ndəı (passionate) lover. 
XVI. — Gr. philandros, f. philos loving + 
andr-, anér man, husband ; used as a charac- 
ter-name in poetry and drama. Hence vb. 
make love, esp. flirtatiously. xvii. 


philander? file:ndor gen. name for certain 
marsupials. xviii (fil-). Named after Phil- 
ander de Bruyn, who saw a specimen in 1711. 


philanthropy file:npropi benevolence to- 
wards mankind. xvi. = late L. philan- 
thropia (formerly also in Eng. use) = Gr. 
philanthropía, f£. pbhilánthrópos, f. phil- PHILO- 
J- dnthrópos man; see -v?*. So philan- 
thro:pic xvin; after F. phila:nthropisT 
XVIII. 


philately file:toli postage-stamp-collecting. 
xix (1865). =F. philatélie (Herpin, ‘Le 
collectionneur de timbres-poste’, 1864), f. 
Gr. phil- puILo-+atelés free from tax or 
charge, ateleiä exemption from payment, 
f. a- A-* -- télos payment, charge, tax ; see -v?. 
Gr. atelés was taken as a passable equivalent 
of ‘free’ or ‘franco’, which was formerly 
stamped on prepaid letters (before the intro- 
duction of the impressed receipt stamp or 
its successor the adhesive label). Hence 
philatelic -otelik, phila-telisr. 


philharmonic fi(h)irmmo:nik devoted to 
music. XVIII. ~ F. philharmonique = Ít. filar- 
monico ; See PHIL-, HARMONIC. 


philibeg see FILIBEG. 


philippic filrpik (pl.) name of the orations 
of Demosthenes against Philip II, king of 
Macedon, in defence of Athenian liberty 
(iv B.C.); hence applied to Cicero's ora- 
tions against Marc Antony, and gen. to any 
invective or denunciatory speech. xvi. = L. 
philippicus (in orationes Philippice) - Gr. 
Philippikds (in ®iAinmeol Adyot), f. Philippos ; 
see -IC. 


Philistine frlistain one of a people who 
inhabited the southern sea coast of Palestine 
and harassed the Israelites; an enemy into 
whose hands one may fall xv1; tin Germany, 
one who is not a student at the university ; 
person deficient in liberal culture or of nar- 
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row interests XIX. — F. Philistin or Vulgate 
L. Philistinus, also Palastinus, usually pl. 
~late Gr. Philistinoit, Palaistinot - Heb. 
ptlishtim or -tim (whence Vulgate L. Philis- 
thiim, LAX Gr. Philistieim), rel. to pelesheth 
Philistia, Palestine. (Earlier Eng. forms of 
the ethnic name were +Philistee (x1v) — Vul- 
gate L. Philisttus, and TPlulistian (XIII) 
= OF. philistien - medL. Philistianus.) The 
last sense is derived from G. Philister, the 
allusive uses of which were popularized in 
England by Carlyle, Froude, and Matthew 
Arnold. This use of G. Philister is said to 
be due to the choice of the passage Philister 
über dir, Simson! the Philistines be upon 
thee, Samson (Judges xvi) for the text of a 
sermon preached in 1683 at the funeral of 
a student killed by townsmen in a riot at 
Jena. Hence Phi'listinısM. 1831 (Carlyle). 


Phillis fi-lis in pastoral poetry, comely 
rustic maiden, or sweetheart. xvir (Milton). 
= L. Phyllis girl's name in Virgi's and 
Horace's poetry —- Gr. Phullis female name 
(prop. 'foliage?), f. p/uillon leaf (cf. PHvrLO-); 
the sp. with? instead of y may be dueto assoc. 
with Gr. philos dear, beloved (cf. PHILO-). 


phillyrea filirito evergreen shrub, native of 
the Mediterranean. xvir (Evelyn). modL. 
(Tournefort, Linnzus), for L. philyrea = Gr. 
philuréà, app. f. philúrā linden tree. 


philo- fi-lo(u), filo:, before a vowel ork phil-, 
repr., often through F. or L., Gr. phil(o)-, 
comb. form of philos meaning ‘lover’, ‘lov- 
ing’ (cf. -PHIL), as in philósophos PHILO- 
SOPHER; in many comps. (often nonce- 
words) from xvii, among which in later use 
are numerous specimens of the type of Gr. 
philéllén loving or favourable to the Greeks, 
philHELLE:'NE (Moore, 1825), phi-lomath 
lover of learning xvii (Gr. philomathés), 
philoproge-nitiveness faculty of love 
of offspring (as a term of phrenology, 1815, 
Spurzheim), f. pp. stem prógenit- of L. pra- 
gignere (cf. PRO-!, GENITIVE). 


philology filo'lədzi study of literature 
xvii (Selden); science of language XVIII. 
— F. philologie (xvi; Budé, with reference to 
‘the lady’ of Martianus Capella’s ‘De nuptiis 
Philologiæ et Mercurii’ ; ef. Ch., ‘Merchant’s 
Tale 490)-L. philologia (Cicero)- Gr. 
philologid devotion to dialectic, love of 
learning and literature, love of language, f. 
philólogos fond of talking, fond of learning, 
studious of words, whence L. philologus ; 
see PHILO-, LOGOS. Hence philole-gicat, 
philo-logisr xvii, phi-lologue xvi. modL. 
philologicus, F. philologue (Rabelais). 


Philomel fi'lamel, Philomela filemi-ls 
poetic proper name of the nightingale. xv1 
(Philomele, Spenser). The earlier form was 
philomene (xXv-xv1), occas. used as a common 
noun -medL. $Aiomena (xiu), alt, pre- 
sumably by assoc. with Melpoméné ‘the 
singing muse’, of L. philoméla —- Gr. philo- 
mélé nightingale. 


PHLOX 


philosopher filo-safaz one versed in philo- 
sophy. xiv. — AN. philo-, filosofre, var. of 
(O)F. philosophe - L. philosophus (Cicero) 
— Gr. phildsophos ‘lover of wisdom’, f. philos 
PHILO- -+ soph- (see SOPHIST); orig. str. 
philoso:fre; philo:sopher (OE. had philosoph) 
(assim. to -ER') has prevailed since xvi. 
So philoso-phic xvu, philoso-phicai. 
xiv (Ch.)-late L. philosophicus (cf. adv. 
philosophicé, corr. to Gr. philosophikés); 
philo:sophizx xvi; corr. in use to F. philo- 
sobher, L. philosophàrt, Gr. philosophein. 
philo:sophv? study of things and their 
causes. XIII (RGlouc). - OF. filosofie, 
(now) philosophie, corr. to Pr. philosophia, etc. 
- L. philosophia (Cicero) - Gr. philosophía. 


philtre, U.S. philter fi-ltoz love-potion. XVI. 
-F. philtre-L. philtrum —- Gr. philtron, f. 
*bhil-, as in philos dear, philein love+ -tron, 
suffix of instrument or means. 


phit fit imit. of certain sounds, e.g. of that 
made by a bullet. xix. 


phiz fiz face. xvu (phyz, phys). colloq. 
shortening of physnomy, early var. of 
PHYSIOGNOMY, of which another var. 
physognomy (XVI-XVII) is repr. by colloq. 
physog fvzog. € Another var., wvisnomy, 
was current XVI-XVII, survived dial, and 
was revived by Scott and Lamb. 


phleb(o)- fíle:b(ou), flébo:, comb. form of 

Gr. phléps, phleb- vein. phlebotoray 
flébo:tami blood-letting. xiv (earliest form 
with fl-). - OF. flebothomie (mod. phlébo- 
tomie -late L. phlebotomia — Gr. phlebotomti, 
f. phlebótomos opening a vein, f. phlebo., 
phléps-- *tom- cut (cf. ATOM). So phlebo:- 
tomizEÉ. xvi (Nashe). - F. - modL. 


phlegm flem mucus, considered as one of 
the four humours (cold and moist) xiv ; as 
a secretion of membranes Xv; coldness or 
sluggishness supposed to proceed from tbe 
predominance of the humour xvi. The 
present form appears xvi, as the result of 
assim. to the Gr.-L. original of earlier 
fleume, fleme, fleam(e) - OF. fleume (mod. 
flegme), corr. to Pr. fleuma, etc., Sp. flema, 
Pg. fleima, phleu(g)ma — late L. phlegma 
clammy moisture of the body - Gr. phlégma 
inflammation, morbid humour as the result 
of heat, f. phlégetn burn, blaze (cf. PHLOX). 
phlegmatic flegmz-tik xvi, Tfleu- (xiv). 


phlogiston flodszisston (old chem.) principle 
of inflammability. XVIII. — modL. - Gr. 
phlogistón, n. of phlogistós burnt up, in- 
flammable, f. phlogizein set on fire, f. *phlog- 
burn; see next. Hence dephlogi-sticated 
lacking phlogiston (see DE- 6, -ATE?, -Ep!) 
XVIII, as in Priestley's d. air, his name for 
oxygen. 


phiox floks herbaceous plant of the family 
Polemoniacee. XVIII. = L. phlox (Pliny) — 
Gr. phlóx ht. flame, f. *phlog- *phleg- :- 
IE. *bhleg-, for which see also CONFLAGRA- 
TION, FLAGRANT, FLAME, FULMINATE, PHLEGM. 
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-PHOBE 





-Dhobe foub terminal el. - F. -phobe = L. 
-phobus, Gr. -phobos fearing, f. phóbos fear 
(cf. phobeisthai fear), as in hydrophobe, and 
many comps. with national names, as Anglo- 
phobe; so -phobia fou:bio (- L. -phobia — 
Gr. -phobíà) in the sense ‘dread’, ‘horror’, 
as in hydrophobia, and Anglophobia, ete., 
some of which are modelled on F. words in 


~phobie. 


pheenix, U.S. phenix fi-niks mythical bird 
of gorgeous plumage (mostly red, acc. to 
Herodotus) living for centuries in the 
Arabian desert, then burning itself to ashes, 
from which it emerged with renewed youth. 
OE., ME. fenix — L. phænix and OF. fenix 
(mod. phénix), the L. being — Gr. photnix 
the bird, also date-palm, etc., identical with 
phoinix Phoenician, purple, obscurely con- 
nected with phoinds, phoinios red with blood. 


phone! foun abbrev. of TELEPHONE. XX. 


phone? foun (philol.) element of spoken 
language — Gr. phéné sound (see PHONETIC). 
XIX, 


-phone foun terminal el., repr. Gr. phoné 

voice, sound, used in the names of instru- 
ments for transmitting, reproducing, or 
amplifying sound, as gramophone, mega- 
phone, microphone, radiophone, telephone. 


phoneme fou:nim (philol.) series of variants 
of a distinctive speech sound. xix. - F. 
phonàóme — Gr. phónema, f. phénein speak. 


phonetic fóne:tik pert. to or representing 
vocal sounds x1x ; (sb. pl.) science of speech- 
sounds xix (Latham). -modL. phénéticus 
(G. Zoega, 1797, of notation opp. to ideo- 
graphic) — Gr. phénétikés, f. phóneétós, ppl. 
formation on phénein speak, f. phóné voice, 
rel. to phémi I speak, phémé, L. fama FAME; 
see -IC. Hence phonetrciAN founiti: fon 
1848 (A. J. Ellis). 

phoney fou'ni (sl.) deceptive, fraudulent. 
xx. Of unkn. origin. 


phonogram founograem character repre- 
senting a spoken sound 1860 (Pitman); 
tsound-record made by a phonograph 1884 
(see GRAMOPHONE). phonograph fou:no- 
graf Tsymbol representing a sound xix; 
instrument invented by Thomas A. Edison 
for automatically recording and reproducing 
sounds 1877. f. Gr. phone sound 4- -graphos 
written, -gráphos -writing; see prec. and 
-GRAPH. Cf. F. phonographé (Lenoir, 1877). 
So phono-crapHy tphonetic spelling xvii ; 
phonetic shorthand invented by Isaac Pit- 
man in 1837 (named 1840). phono-Locy 
science of vocal sounds esp. as applied to 
particular languages, XVIII. 


-phore fo5o1 terminal el. repr. F. -phore, 
modL. -phorus — Gr. -phéros bearing, bearer, 
f. *phor- *pher- BEAR?, as in semaphore. So 
-phoric fo:rik, -phorous feres. 


phosphate fo:sfeit (chem.) salt of phosphoric 
acid. xvi. - F. phosphat (de Morveau, 
1787), f. pbhosphore PHOSPHORUS 4- -at -ATE*. 





PHRENOLOGY 


phosphorus fo:sforos tmorning star; phos- 
phorescent substance ; (in early use Kunkel' s 
p.) highly inflammable non-metallic element 
luminous in the dark, accidentally obtained 
from urine in 1669 by Brandt of Hamburg, 
who communicated the discovery to Kunkel 
XVIIL. = L. phõsphorus = Gr. phösphóros light- 
bringing, sb. (sc. astér star) morning star, 
f. phôs light 4- -phéros -PHoRE. So phos- 
phorre' sce, -E:ScENT. XVIII ; cf. F. phosphores- 
cence, etc. phosphoric -forrik. xvii. — F. 
pho:sphorovus. xvui. phospho-, phos- 
phor(o)-, comb. forms of phosphorus. Cf. 
PHZETON, PHENO-, PHOTO-. 


photo- foutou, fouto, before a vowel 
phot-, repr. phdto-, comb. form of Gr. 
phés, phot- light (cf. BEAM), as in photo-- 
METER light-measuring instrument XVIII; 
later esp. in connexion with photography, 
as pho:togravu-re (F. gravure engraving). 
pho-toryPe plate or block for printing from, 
produced by a photographic process. 
photograph fowtogràf picture produced 
by the action of light on a sensitized film. 
Used for the first time, together with photo- 
gra:phic and photo:cnaPHYy, by Sir John 
Herschel (1792-1871) in a paper read before 
the Royal Society on 14 March 1839, which 
was preceded by a use of G. photographie 
in the ‘Vossische Zeitung’ of 25 February 
1839; f. Gr. photo-, phós hnght-- -graphos 
written; see PHOTO-, -GRAPH. @ Photo- 
graphic superseded photogenic (31 January 
1839, Fox Talbot in ‘Proceedings of the 
Royal Society’ vol. iv), which is now used 
for ‘offering a good subject for photography’. 
phrase freiz style of expression, diction; 
small group of words in a sentence; pithy 
expression. xvi. In earliest use also phrasis, 
-ys (in Palsgr., 1530, as sg. and pl.), from 
the pl. of which ( phrases) a sg. phrase appears 
to have been evolved (cf. PHASE). =L. 
phrasis (Seneca the rhetorician, Quintilian) 
= Gr. phrásis speech, manner of speaking, 
f. phrázein indicate, declare, tell; cf. F. 
phrase (1548), Sp., It. frase, Du., G. phrase. 
So phraseoLoGY freizio'lədzi arrangement 
of words and phrases in speech. xvri. 
- modL. phraseologia, spurious Gr. phraseo- 
logid, irreg. formed by M. Neander in the 
title of his book of locutions collected from 
Isocrates, 1558 (OPAZEOAOTIA IZ£ZO- 
KPATIKH EAAHNOAATINH Phraseologia 
Isocratis Greecolatina), from Gr. phráseón, 
g. pl. of pArásis. 
phrenetic frinetik frenzied, FRANTIC. XIV 
(Ch.; in xvi-xviu phrentic). — (O)F. fréné- 
tique — L. phrenéticus - late Gr. phrenétikós, 
for phrenitikós, f. phrenitis delirium, f. 
phren-, phrén heart, mind; see -ITIS, -IC. 
phrenology frino-lod3i study ofthe cranium 
as an index of the mental faculties, depen- 
dent on the theory of Gall and Spurzheim. 
1815. f. Gr. phreno-, phrén mind+-Locy; 
designed to cover G. gehirn- und schádellehre 
(1804) encephalology and craniology. Hence 
phreno:logist, phrenolo'gicar. 
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PHTHALIC 


PIANOFORTE 





phthalic fpæ'lik abbrev. of NAPHTHALIC. 
1857. 

phthiriasis þiraiʻəsis, (f)þairiei'sis condi- 
tion of the body in which lice multiply. xvi. 
— L.- Gr. phthiríasis, £. bhtheirián be lousy, 
f. phtheir louse; see -asis. 


phthisic tizik pulmonary consumption. 
xiv. ME. tisk, later ptistke, phthisich - OF. 
Iisike, -ique, later ptisique, thisique (repl. by 
mod. phtisie), corr. to Sp., It. fisica :- Rom. 
*( ph)ihisica, sb. use of fem. of L. phthisicus 
- Gr. phthisikés consumptive, f. phthisis, f. 
*phthi-, phthinein waste away; see -Ic. So 
phthisis taisis, tisis, (f)parsis, (f)prsis. 
xvi. -L.—- Gr. 


phut fat (sl) go- f., be a failure. xIx. f. 
Hind. phatna burst. 


phylactery file-ktari small box containing 
four texts of Scripture worn by Jews as a 
reminder of the obligation to keep the law. 
xıv (Wyclif, Trevisa); in various uses from 
xvil. Early forms fil-, philaterie — OF. *fila- 
terie, -atiere — Vulgate L. fyl-, phylactérium 
-Gr. phulaktérion safeguard, amulet, f. 
phulaktér guard, f. phulak-, stem of vb. 


phuldssein. 


phylio- filou repr. comb. form of Gr. 
phullon leaf, perh. rel. to L. folium. 


PME failo(u), failo: repr. comb. form of 
phülé, pháülon race (whence modL. 

Eds farlom xix), as in phylo:geny 

(Gr. génos GENUS) racial or tribal history. 


physeter faisrtor -large blowing whale 
XVI; cachalot xvin. -L. physeter = Gr. 
phisétér, f. phüsán blow, f. widespread imit. 
base *phii (cf. PUSTULE). 


physic frzik healing art, medicine x111; 
tnatural science XIv ; medicinal preparation, 
medicine xvi. ME. fistke ~ OF. fisique medi- 
cine (mod. physique natural science, now 
physics) = L. physica, -ë (Cicero) =~ Gr. phu- 
stké, sb. use (sc. epistémé knowledge) of fem. 
of phusikós, f. phusis nature; see BE, -IC. 
So phy'sic adj. medical, medicinal xv (5. 
garden xv11) ; physical, natural xvi. phy-sicAL 
medical, medicinal] xv; natural, material 
XVI; pert. to physics ; bodily, corporeal xviir. 
-medL. pAysicülis. physicist fi'zisist 
student of physics. xix. physics frziks 
natural science Xv1; science that treats of 
matter and energy xvilI ; rendering L. n. pl. 
physica — Gr. ta phusikd title of Aristotle’s 
physical treatises. 


physician fizi'fən one who practises the 
healing art xix (AncrR.); )(surgeon xiv. 
ME. fisicien - OF. fisicien (mod. physicien 
physicist), f. fisique PHYSIC ; see prec., -IAN. 


physio- fvziou, fizio: repr. phusio-, comb. 
form of Gr. phiisis nature (see BE). phy- 
siognomY? fíizi5nomi judging character 
from bodily lineaments xiv; face, coun- 
tenance XIV. Late ME. fisnamye, fis-, 
phisonomie, later phisnomy (XV-XVII), 


phisognomie (xvi-xvii), physiognomy (Xvi) 
— OF. phisonomie, -anomie (mod. physio- 
nomie), corr. to Pr. phizonomia, etc. — medL. 
phisonomia, physionomia -— late Gr. phusio- 
gnomid (recorded once as a miswriting), 
contr. of Gr. phusiognomoníd, f. pluísis nature 
--gnómon-, gnómón interpreter, f. *gnró- (see 
KNOW; cf. PHIZ. physio-GRAPHY?® descrip- 
tion of natural phenomena oe physical 
geography 1873 (J. Geikie). ~ F. physcogra- 
phie. So phy:ssiogra:phicar. xviri (Morse). 
physio:Locy natural science, natural 
philosophy xvi; science of the phenomena 
of living things xvii. — F. physiologie or 
L. physiologia (Cicero) — Gr. phustologíà 
(Aristotle). So tphysio-logrn! xvti; f. late 
L. physiologus — Gr. phusiológos one who 
discourses on nature. Jphysiolo-gicar. 
xvil. physio ogisr Tnatural philosopher 
XVII; student of animal or vegetable 
physiology XVIII. 


physique fizrk bodily structure or build. 
xIx. — F. physique m., sb. use of physique 
PHYSICAL. 


physo- fíaiísou repr. comb. form of Gr. 
phiisa bellows, bladder, bubble, used in 


many scientific terms. 


-phyte fait terminal el. repr. Gr. phutón 
plant, f. pluíeim (see BE), and denoting a 
vegetable organism, as in saprophyte, zoo- 
phyte. 

phyto- fai-tou, faito- repr. comb. form of 
Gr. phutón (see prec.), used in many bot. 
terms. phyto'GrapHy, phyto-Locy de- 
scription, science of plants. XVII. 


pi pai (math.) ratio of the circumference of 
a circle to the diameter. xIx. English 
pronunc. of the name of the Gr. letter I a 
(P p), initial letter of wepipépeca periphery 
and mepíperpos perimeter. 

piacular  paie'kjüloxr pert. to expiation. 
xvH. =- L. pideuldris, f. pidculum, f. piare 
appease, f. pius PIOUS; see -CLE, -AR. 


pia mater pait mei‘tar delicate innermost 
of the three meninges of the brain and 
spinal cord. xvi. medL. rendering of Arab. 
al'umm alraqiqah the thin or tender mother ; 
cf. DURA MATER. 


pianoforte piz:noufoit, -f5:uti musical in- 
strument producing tones by means of 
hammers operated by levers from a key- 
board. xviii (Piano Forte, 1767). Like F. 

piano-forté (1774, Voltairea It. pianoforte, 

evolved from the descriptive name grave- 
cembalo col (or di) piano e forte, ‘harpsi- 
chord with soft and loud’ (expressing the 
gradation of tone obtainable, in contrast 
with the unvarying tone of the harpsichord), 
used by the inventor Bartolomeo Cristofori 
of Padua (c.1710) ; piano e forte is found 1598 
as the name of an instrument of unknown 
action. Also formerly called T/fortepiano in 
It., F., and Eng. (1769). Now usu. abbrev. 
piano piz'nou. XIX (c.1800). 


[677] 


PIASTRE 


piastre pia'stor Sp. piece of eight or dollar 
(peso duro); small Turk. coin, the ghirish 
XVH. —F. piastre—- It. piastra, short for 
piastra d'argento ‘plate of silver’; piastra 
metal plate, coin, repr. L. emplastra (Aulus 
Gellius), var. of emplastrum PLASTER. 


piazza pise'zo, pie:dzo public square xv1; 
(erron.) colonnade, covered ambulatory 
XVII ; (U.S.) veranda xvin. - It. piazza = 
F. place PLACE. 


pibroch pi'broy series of variations for the 
bagpipe. xvir. ~ Gael. piobaireachd, f. 
piobair piper (f. piob prpr!)+ -achd suffix of 
function, etc, 


pica paiko (typog.) size of printing type. 
XVI. transf. use of medL. pica pIe? (but no 
edition of the ‘pie’ printed in ‘pica’ type 
appears to be known); cf. BREVIER, PRIMER. 


picador pikedd-1 in bullfighting, mounted 

man who provokes the bull with a lance. 
XVIII. Sp., ‘pricker’, f. picar prick = (O)F. 
piquer s- Rom. *piccdre PICK, 


picaresque pikore:sk pert. to rogues, orig. 
of Sp. literary fiction. xix. —- F. - Sp. 
picaresco, f. picaro roguish, knavish, sb. 
rogue (corr. to It. piccaro rascal, beggar); 
see -ESQUE. 


picaroon  pikorü'n pirate, pirate ship; 
rogue. xvir (Capt. Smith). = Sp. picaron, 
augm. of picaro; see prec. and -OON. 


Picayune  pikojün (in Louisiana, etc.) 
Spanish half-real (61 cents), (U.S.) s-cent 
piece; insignificant object; adj. mean, 
paltry. xix. — F. picaillon old copper coin 
of Piedmont, halfpence, cash - modPr. 
picaioun, of unkn. origin. 


piccalilli pi:kolili pickle of chopped vege- 
tables and hot spices. xvii. prob. fanci- 
fully f. PICKLE, with reminiscence of CHILLI. 


piccaninny prkonini little one, child, esp. 
child of negro or coloured race. xvi. W. 
Indian Negro formation on Sp. pequeño or 
Pg. pequeno little, small (of unkn. origin); 
perh. directiy based on Pg. dim. pequenino. 


piccolo pi'kəlou small flute (orig. p. flute). 
XIX. — It. piccolo small, f. *pik- (in It. and 
Rum.), corr. to synon. *pet- (in F. and Pr.), 
and *pek- (in Sp. and Pg.). See PETTY. 


pice pais } anna. xvil. — Hind. paisa, perh. 
f. pa’i PIES. 


piceous prsios pitchy. xvir. f. L. piceus, 
f. pic-, Dix PITCH! ; see -EOUS. 


pick! pik pointed tool for breaking up a 

surface. xiv (Ayenbite). ME. pic, pykk, 
app. collateral form of pike pick, pointed 
object (surviving dial.), OE. pic, rel. to 
picung pricking, verbal sb. of *pician or 
*pican (see next). 


pick? pik probe with a pointed instrument, 
etc. ; pluck, gather ; choose out ; rob, plunder. 
xv. Succeeded to pike xiv (surviving dial.), 


PICTURE 








prob. through the infi. of F. piquer = Ít. 
piccare, etc., or MLG., MDu. picken (Du. 
pikken), whence presumably also Icel. 
pikka, in the senses ‘pick’, ‘peck’, ‘pierce’, 
‘puncture’. 


pick-a-back pi-kebek on the shoulders or 
back like a pack. xvi. Earlier (fa) pick-back, 
Ton or a pick-pack (still dial.) ; it is doubtful 
whether the orig. form referred to the pitch- 
ing of a pack on the shoulders or the back 
on which it is pitched (as, e.g. in G. hucke- 
pack, -back). 


pickaxe prkeks tool consisting of a curved 
iron bar with PICK!. xv. alt., by assim. of 
the final syll. to Axe, of ME. pikois, -eis (sur- 
viving in s.w. dial. as peckis, pickis) — OF. 
picois. 


pickerel pi'koro] young pike. xiv. f. PIKE! 
-- -EREL after cockerel ; in AL. pikerellus (x111). 


picket pi-kit A. pointed stake, etc. XVII; 
B. small detachment of troops (orig. with 
horses tied to stakes) xviii. = F. piquet, f. 
piquer prick, pierce; see PICK?, -ET. 


pickle pik] salt liquor in which food is 

preserved xiv; article of food so preserved 
xvi. ME. pekille, pykyl =- MLG., MDu. 
pekel (whence also G. pökel), of unkn. origin. 
Hence vb. XVI. 


picnic pi-knik (orig.) social entertainment 
in which each person contributed a share 
of the food; (now) outdoor pleasure party 
with a repast. xvin (Chesterfield, 1748). 
— F. piquenique (xvii, said by Ménage, 1692, 
to be of recent introduction); unexplained. 


picotee pikoti: variety of carnation. XVIII. 
— EF. picoté, pp. of picoter mark with pricks 
or points, f. picot, dim. of pic point, prick. 


picquet pike:t card-game. xvi. = F. pi- 
quet, Tpicquet, prob. f. pic in faire pic make 
sixtv, of obscure origin. 


picric prkrik (chem.) p. acid. XIX. f. Gr. 
pikrós bitter }--1c. So pi-cro-, comb. form 
of Gr. pikrós. xix. 


Pict pikt one of an ancient people of N. 
Britain. Late ME. (Trevisa) - late L. Picti, 
identical in form with fct? painted or 
tattooed people (pp. of L. pingere PAINT), 
adopted in OE. as Pihtas, var. Peohtas, 
whence ME. Peght, Sc. Pecht. 


picture prktíor pictorial representation 
xv (Lydg.); individual painting or drawing 
xv (Caxton); visual impression, mental 
image; graphic description xvi. — L. pictira 
painting, f. pict-, pp. stem of pingere PAINT, 
embroider. Hence vb. xv (Caxton). So 
picturEsQuE piktjore:sk such as would make 
an effective or striking picture. XVIII (1703 
Steele, 1712, 1717 Pope). — (with assim. to 
prec., to express ‘in the style of a picture’) 
F. pittoresque — It. pittoresco (F. Redi 1664) 
‘in the style of a painter’, f. pittore = L. 
pictórem, nom. pictor painter, f. pict- @ The 
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PIDDLE 


earliest evidence available for the F. word is 
1720 (pittoresque), 1732 (pittoresquement), 
but in 1712 Pope wrote of *what the French 
call very picturesque’. 


piddle pi-dl A. (dial.) trifle xv1; B. (colloq.) 
urinate XVIII. In A perh. alt. of PEDDLE by 
assoc. with LG. piddeln; in B presumably 
based on PISS or PEE, after PUDDLE. 


pidgin, pigeon pi'd3in in P. English, com- 
mercial jargon used esp. in the Far East. 
XIX (c.1850). Chinese perversion of BUSI- 
NESS, used for ‘occupation’ or ‘affair’. 


pie! pai MAGPIE. xr (Owl & Nightingale). 
-(O)F. pie = Pr. piga, It. pica t- L. pica 
magpie, rel. to picus green woodpecker, and 
Skr. pikds Indian cuckoo, and referred by 
some to IE. *{s)pi- be pointed, whence also 
the Germ. word for woodpecker, (M)Du. 
specht, OHG. speht (G. specht). @ The foll. 
words, PIE”, PIE?, PIE, may be all ult. identi- 
cal with this. 


pie? pai dish composed of meat, etc., en- 

closed in paste and baked. xiv. prob. 
identical with pre! (pica being the medL. 
equiv.); it has been conjectured that the 
reason for the application is that the magpie 
collects miscellaneous objects, and +tchezwet 
meat or fish pie (perh. identical with F. 
chouette tjackdaw, now owl) and HAGGIS 
have been compared. 


pie? pai (liturg.) perpetual almanac and 
ordinal for the recitation of divine service. 
xv (Caxton). Rendering of medL. pica 
(identical with pre‘); cf. PICA and PIE?. 


pie* pai (typogr.) confused mass of type 
(spec. printer's p.) xvi. perh. tr. F. páté 
pasty (PIE?), as in caractéres tombés en páté. 
@ Cf. the synon. G. zwtebelfische. 


pie® pai $ of an anna. xIx. — Hindi, Marathi 
pái:- Skr. pad;, pad quarter, rooT (cf. 
PICE). 


piebald pai-b3ld of two colours mingled, 
esp. white and black. xvi. f. Pre! J- BALD (in 
the sense ‘streaked with white’). 


piece pis A. separate or detached portion 
XII (w. midl.); (dial) portion of time or 
space XIII; quantity (of matter or substance) 
XIV; B. section of armour, etc. XIV; fire-arm ; 
coin XVI; cask (of liquor) xv; ‘man’ in a 
game XVI; C. person xir1 (RGlouc). — ME. 
pece, later piece = AN. pece, OF. piece (mod. 
pièce) = Pr., Cat. pesa, Sp. pieza, Pg. peca, 
It. pezza :- Rom. *pettia (cf. medL. petia, 
pecia, pet(tyium), prob. of Gaulish origin (cf. 
W. peth quantity, part, Breton pez piece :- 
Brythonic *petti-, corr. to Goidelic *quett-, 
whence Olr. cuit, Gael. cuid part, share. 
Cf. PFAT. Hence piece vb. xiv. pieceMEAL? 
piece by piece XIII; repl. OE. styccem&lum. 


pied paid particoloured, orig. of black and 
white like a magpie. xıv. First in pyed 
freres, also called freres of the pye and freres 


PIG 


pyes (Walsingham ‘Historia Anglicana’ an. 
1326) friars wearing a particoloured habit, 
tr. based on OF, freres agachies (F. agace 
magpie); f. Pre! -- -Ep?. 


piepowder pai:pau:dox (hist.) Court of P., 
P. Court, orig. Court of P-s summary court 
formerly held at fairs and markets to ad- 
minister justice among itinerant dealers, 
etc. XV. — AN. piepuldrus — AL. pedepul- 
verósus dusty-footed, 1.e. abl. sg. of L. pës 
foot, and adj. f. L. pulver-, pulvis dust (see 
POWDER). 


pier pior one of the supports of the spans 
of a bridge x11; solid structure extending 
into the sea, etc., breakwater, jetty XIV; 
pillar xvir. ME. per — AL. pera or pēra, of 
unkn. origin. Q ONF. pire breakwater, boom 
of a harbour, weir, though corr. in meaning, 
cannot be formally equated. 


pierce piərs penetrate with a sharp-pointed 
instrument. xiii. ME. perce (later pierce 
XVI) = (O)F. percer = Pr. pertusar, It. pertu- 
giare = Rom. *perttsidre, f. L. pertüsus, pp. 
of pertundere bore through, f. per- PER- -+ 
tundere thrust (cf. CONTUSION). 


Pierian paiio:rion pert. to Pieria, a region 
of ancient Macedonia, a seat of the worship 
of the Muses. xvr. f. L. Pierius, f. Pieria; 
see -IAN. (In OE. Pierisé.) 


pierrot pia‘rou French pantomime charac- 
ter; clown with whitened face in fancy 
costume. XVIII. = F. pierrot, appellative use 
of pet-form of Pierre PETER. 


pietà pjeita: representation of the Virgin 
Mary mourning over the body of the dead 
Christ. xvi. It. = L. pietãtem PIETY. 


pietism pai-itizm movement for the re- 

vival of piety in the Lutheran communion; 
hence gen. xvil. —G. (modL.) pietismus, 
f. L. pietás PIETY; see -ISM. So pi-etisT 
XVII; applied orig. in derision to the fol- 
lowers of P. J. Spener in ref. to the collegia 
pietatis or unions for religious edification 
formed c.1670 at Frankfort, Germany. 


piety paiiti tpity x1; faithfulness to filial 
(or similar) duties xv1; devotion to religious 
duties xvi. = OF. piete (mod. piétée) - L. 
pietas dutifulness; f. pius PIOUS; see PITY, 
from which piety was not fully differen- 
tiated till late xvi. 


piezometer paiizo-mitez: instrument for 
measuring pressure. XIX (1820, J. Perkins). 
f. Gr. piézein press -+ -(O)METER. 


piffle pifl trifle (away), talk ineffectively. 
XIX. Of symbolic origin (cf.-LE?) ; so Sc. 
piffer. Hence sb. 


pig pig young of swine xi (AncrR.): 
swine of any age; oblong piece of metal, 
ingot (cf. sow!) xvi. ME. pigge := OE. 
*picga, *pigga (of similar formation to docga 
DOG), prob. repr. in OE. picbréd ‘swine- 
food’, acorn, and in the proper name Pigman 
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PIGEON 


(XII) ; connexion with synon. LG., early Du. 
bigge, big, MDu. vigghe, cannot be made out. 
Hence pi-grarL twist of tobacco xvi1; plait 
of hair XVIII, 


pigeon! prd;ín Tyoung dove; bird of the 
family Columbide Xiv; Tyoung woman, 
girl ; dupe, gull xvi. Late ME. peion, pyion, 
pegeon — OF. pijon young bird, esp. young 
dove (mod. pigeon) = Pr. pijon (whence Sp. 
pichón, It. piccione) :~ Rom. *pibid(n-), for 
late L. pzpió(n-) (whence It. pippione), f. 
imit. base *pip-, with corr. verbal forms 
pipidre, pipire, pipildre, pipitare (cf. PEEP!) 
and cogns. Skr. pippaka, pippikas, Gr. pipos, 
pippizein. 

pigeon? see PIDGIN. 


pigment pigment colouring matter. (OE.), 
XIV. — L. pigmentum, f. *pig-, base of pingere 
PAINT ; See -MENT. 


pike! paik large voracious freshwater fish, 
Esox lucius. XiV. perh. of OE. date, being 
prob. repr. in the place-names Picheburne 
(x1), Pickburn in Yorkshire, Pzkemere (x11), 
Pickmere in Cheshire, 'stream/lake where 
pike were found’, and identical with OF. pic 
point, pick, the fish being so named from its 
pointed jaw (cf. F. brochet pike, f. broche 
spit). OE. pic (also in hornpic pinnacle) 
corr. to LG. pike, ON. pik piked staff, 
Goth. peikalbagms palm tree, of obscure 
origin, perh. corresp. to L. ficus fig. See 
also PICKEREL. 


pike? paik weapon consisting of a long 
wooden shaft with pointed head. xvi. 
—(O)F. pique — Pr. piqua, Sp. pica, It. 
picca, CRom. of Germ. origin. 

pike? paik short for TURNPIKE. x1x (Dickens). 


pikelet parklit local (w. midl.) name for a 
kind of crumpet. XVIII. app. short for 
barapicklet (cf. ‘our welsh Barrapyclids’, 
Cotgr., s.v. Popelins). 


pikestaff pai-kstaf A. staff with metal point 
xiV ; B. wooden shaft of a pike xvi. In sense 
A prob. = ON., pikstafr, f. pik ; see PICK! and 
STAFF; in sense B f. PIKE?. @ In as plain as 
a p. (XVI) an alt. of packstaff, i.e. a staff on 
which a pedlar supports his pack, with poss. 
ref. to its smoothness. 


pilaster  pile:stox square or rectangular 
pillar, xvi. = F. pilastre — It. pilastro, 
medL. pilastrum, f. L. pila pillar, PILE? ; see 
-ASTER. 


pilau, pilaw pilau-, pil5:, pilaff pila-f 
Oriental dish of rice. xvii. — Turk. pilàzv, 
pilác, -af — Pers. pildw (whence Urdu pildo, 
paláo) Cf. F. pilau, It. pilao, modGr. 
pildphi, Russ. pildv, Rum. pilaf. 


pilch pil! outer garment of skin dressed 
with the hair or of woollen stuff OE. ; saddle 
pad xv1; baby's wrapper xvii. OE. *pilece, 
(late) pyl(e)ée == OHG. pelliz (G. pelz fur, 
furred coat) - medL. pellicia cloak, for L. 
pellicea, fem. of pelliceus, f. pellis skin, FELL; 
cf. PELISSE, SURPLICE. 


PILL 


pilchard pi'ltfərd small sea-fish, Clupea 
pilchardus, allied to the herring. xvi 
(pilcher, -erd, -ard). Of unkn. origin; the 
ending was assim. to -ARD, as in gurnard. 
Q Ir. pilseir is from English. 


pilcrow pilkrou paragraph mark f. xv. 
unexpl. alt. of pvlcrafte (Medulla Gram.), 
var. ot pargrafte (Ortus Vocab.), for *pargraf 
(cf. AL. pergraphum), contr. of paragraf 
PARAGRAPH. Cf, PARAPH. 


pile! pail fdart, shaft, spike OE.; pointed 
stake or post, esp. for driving into soft 
ground for support of a structure xI; (her.) 
charge of the form A xv. OE. pil = MLG., 
MDu. pil (Du. pil), OHG. pfil (G. pfeil) 
(ON., Sw., Da. forms are - LG.) - L. 
pilum javelin. 


pile? pail tpillar, pier; heap of things laid 
one upon the other xv; heap of combustibles 
XVI; lofty mass of buildings xvi1; series of 
metal plates in a battery xix. — (O)F. pile 
heap, pyramid, mass of masonry = Sp., Ít. 
pila:- L. pila pillar, pier, mole, whence 
pilàre ram down, heap up, plunder, steal 
(see COMPILE). Cf. PILLAGE. Hence pile vb. 
heap up. XVI. 


pile? pail fine soft hair xv; nap of cloth xvi. 
prob. = AN. pyle, var. of peil (Liber Albus) 
kind of cloth, (O)F. poil == Pr., Sp., It. pelo, 
Rum. pár = L. pilus hair. 


pile* pail hemorrhoid. xv. prob. — L. pila 
ball, with ref. to the globular form of an 
external pile. 


pileated pilieitid (nat. hist.) having a 
pileus or cap. XVIII. f. L. pileãtus, f. pileus, 
pilleus ; see -ATE?, -ED'. 


pilfer pi'lfər (obs.) plunder. xtv. Late 

ME. pylfre, pelfyr - AN., OF. pelfre (cf. 
AL. pelfra), f. pelfrer, whence pilfer vb. 
plunder, (later) steal in small quantities. 
XVI; see PELF. The form was early affected 
by assoc. with +}pzll (see PILLAGE). 


pilgarlik pilga-alik bald-headed man; poor 
creature (U.S. sl, one’s poor self). XVII. 
For earlier pilled (i.e. peeled) garlic xvi, bald 
head being likened to a peeled head of garlic. 


pilgrim pilgrim +wayfarer x11; one who 
journeys to a sacred place as an act of reli- 
gious devotion xir; P. Fathers xviri.. ME. 
pilegrim — Pr. pelegrin = Cat. pelegri, peregri, 
Sp. peregrino, It. pellegrino, (O)F. pèlerin = 
L. peregrinus foreign; see PEREGRINE. The 
Eng. forms, with. ./..gr (cf. Icel. pilagrimr, 
MLG. pilegrim), suggest derivation through 
southern France or northern Spain. For 
final m from n cf. buckram, grogram, megrim, 
vellum. @ So pi‘lgrimace. xu (pelrim-, 
pilegrim-). ~ Pr. pilgrinatge = (O)F. péle- 
rinage, etc. 


pill pil small ball of medicinal substance to 
be swallowed xv (Caxton); transf. pellet, 
ball xvi. - MLG., MDu. ille, Du. fil 
(whence G. pille), presumably - reduced 
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PILLAGE 


PINCH 





form of L. pilula pitute. Hence pill vb. 
dose with pills xvii; (sl.) blackball, fail (a 
candidate). 


pillage pi'lidz spoliation, plunder. xiv 

(Gower). ~(O)F. pillage, f. piller plunder 
(whence pill tplunder, pillage, dial. peel 
XIII, superseding tpile, OE. *pilian, pylian 
xit, in OF. only in espiller ~ Pr. pilhar, 
Cat. pillar :- Rom. *piliáre, perh. f. L. 
pilum javelin; see -AGE. Hence vb. XVI 
(Marlowe, Hakluyt, Nashe). 


pillar pi-lor slender or narrow upright sup- 
porting a structure. XIII (AncrR.). ME. 
piler(e) - AN. piler, (O)F. pilier — Pr., Sp. 
pilar :- Rom. *piláre, f. L. pila pillar, pier, 
PILE”; assim. in sp. to words in -AR from XIV. 


pillion piljon saddle, esp. a woman's light 
saddle; also, cushion or pad behind a saddle. 
xvi (Sc. pilgane, Eng. pyllyon). -— Gael. 
pillean, pillin, Ir. pillin, dim. of pell (g. sg. 
and nom. pl. pill) couch, pallet, cushion 
— L. pellis skin, FELL!. 


pilliwinks pi-liwinks (hist.) sort of thumb- 
screw, XIV. In Eng. use pyrwykes, pyre- 
winkes (XIV-XV), in Sc. use from late XVI 
pilli-, pinniwinkes, of which various corrupt 
vars. occur in later writers ; of unkn. origin. 


pillory pileri wooden framework erected 
on a post or pillar and constructed like 
stocks. xm. ME. pillori- AL. pillorium 
(x11)-(O)F. pilori, tpillori, +pellori (x11), 
prob. ~ Pr. espilori, of obscure origin (there 
are many variations of form in OF., Pr., and 
medL.) ; poss. (if the forms with single J are 
original) - Rom. *expilorium, f. L. ex Ex-1-- 
pila PILLAR; see -onY!. So vb. xvi; after F. 
pilorier. 


pillow pilou cushion for support of the 
head. Late ME. pilwe (x1v Chaucer, Gower, 
Wycl. Bible) =- OE. *pylw-, obl. stem of 
pyle, later pylu (whence ME. pile, pule, pele, 
dial. pill, peel), corr. to MLG. péle, MDu. 
pélune, péluwe (Du. peluw), OHG. pfuliwi, 
pfulwo (G. pfihl, UG. pfulwe, pfulbe), repr. 
WQGerm. *pulwi(n) (n-n)-L. pulvinus 
cushion, bolster. 


pilose poLrlous hairy. xvii. — L. pilosus, 
f. pilus hair, PILE? ; see -osE!. So pi-lous. 
XVII. 


pilot pailot steersman, esp. for harbour 
service. XVI. — F. filote - medL. pilotus (xv) 
(whence also Sp., Pg. piloto), varying with 
pedota, pedotta-MGr. *pédétés, f. Gr. 
pédon oar, pl. rudder, f. *péd-, *ped- Foor: 
cf. -oT. (Du. piloot, G. pilot are also from 
F.) So vb. xvit; after F. piloter. 


pilule piljül pill, xvi. -F. pilule-L. 
pilula, dim. of pila ball, prLEt; see -ULE. 


pimento pime'ntou Jamaica pepper or 
allspice, tree yielding this. xvi, = Sp. 
pimiento — L, pigmentum PIGMENT, in medL. 
spiced drink, (hence) spice, pepper. 


pimp pimp pander, procurer. XVII. Of 
unkn. origin, 


pimpernel pi:mpainel tgreat burnet, salad 
burnet; plant Anagallis arvensis. XV. = OF. 
pimpernelle (mod. pimprenelle), earlier pipre- 
nelle (corr. to Sp. pimpinela, It. pimpinella, 
medL. pipinella) -Rom.*piperinella, f.*pipe- 
rinus pepper-like, f. L. piper PEPPER, the fruit 
of burnet resembling peppercorn. Qj In 
the Rom. langs. the word has still the first 
sense; the reason for the transference to 
the second in Eng. is not known. There is 
much variation in Germ. derivs., early and 
modern. 


pimple pi-mp! small tumour on the skin. 
XIV. Nasalized form corr. to late OE. piplian 
(in prp.) break out into pustules ; parallel to 
obs. and dial. var. pumple (xvi ; cf. F. tpom- 
pette ‘a pumple, or pimple on the nose, or 
chinne’, Cotgr.); similar forms are L. papula 
pustule, Lith. pápas nipple. 


pin pin peg OE.; (superseding preen, OE. 
préon) pointed length of stiff wire used as 
a fastener xIv; (pl.) legs; skittles xvi. Late 
OE. pinn, corr. to MLG. pin, (M)LG., 
(M)Du. pinne (Du. pi), OHG. pfinn (MHG. 
pfinne) Icel. pinni- L. pinna applied to 
various objects likened to a wing or feather 
(cf. PINION, PINNACLE), referred by Quin- 
tilian to an adj. *pinnus pointed, but assoc. 
in use with penna PEN!, of which it appears 
as a var. in several senses. Hence pin vb. 
XIV. pi ncUSSHION XVII, earlier Tpinpillozw 
XVI; pi n-FEA:THER immature feather XVII 
(earlier pen-feather) ; pi-n-Mo:NEY allowance 
made to a woman for dress, etc., typified by 
the pins used for fastening or adorning gar- 
ments (cf. ‘I give my said daughter Margaret 
my lease of the parsonadge of Kirkdall 
Churche...to by her pynnes withal 1542). 
XVII; pi:D-PRICK XIX; in fig. use from 1885 
after F. (politique de) coups d'épingle. 


pinafore  prnofoor child's or woman's 
washable overall. xviir (pin-a-fore, Miss 
Burney). f. PIN vb.+ AFORE, because orig. 
pinned over the dress in front. Also fpin- 
before (xx, Southey). Hence pi-znny?. xix. 


pinaster  parnszstor pine tree, Pinus 
Pinaster, of south-western Europe. Xvi. 
- L. pinaster, f. pinus PINE’; see -ASTER. 


pince-nez pé-snei eyeglasses with clip for 
the nose. XIX. = F., f. pincer PINCH + nez 
NOSE. 


pincers pi-nsoiz tool for grasping or nip- 
ping. xiv. ME. pl. pinsers, -ours - AN. *pin- 
cers, -ours, f. OF. pincier; see PINCH, -ER°. 


pinch pin'[ compress between the tips of 
finger and thumb, the teeth, etc.; nip as 
with cold; stint, restrict XVI. ~ AN., ONF. 
* pinchier, var. of OF. pincier (mod. pincer) = 
Sp. pinchar, It. pinzare :- Rom. *pinctidre, 
alt. of *punctidre (see PUNCHEON) by assoc. 
with *pik- PICK?. 
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PINCHBECK 


pinchbeck pi-nt{fbek alloy of copper and 

zinc XVIII; fig. counterfeit, spurious XIX. 
Named after the inventor, Christopher 
Pinchbeck (died 1732), watch- and toy- 
maker of Fleet Street, London. 


pine! pain tree of the coniferous genus 
Pinus. OE. pin-—L. pinus, coalescing in 
ME, with adoption of (O)F. pin (== Pr. pin, 
Sp., It. pino, Rum, pin :-L.), perh. f. base 
*pit- resin, of Skr. pituddrus (lit. ‘resin- 
tree’), Gr. pitus pine, and L. pituita gum 
(see PITUITARY). Hence pi‘ne-a:pple A. 
tpine-cone (cf. Du. pijnappel) x1v; B. plant 
ananas, Ananassa sativa, the collective fruit 
of which develops from a conical spike. 


pine? pain tafflict, torment OE.; fcause 
to languish or waste away XIII; become 
wasted xv; be consumed with longing xvi. 
OE. pinian, corr. to MDu., MLG. pinen 
(Du. pijnen), OHG. pinōn, ON. pina, rel. 
to OE. *pine (ME. pine), OS., OHG. pina 
(Du. pine, pijn, G. pein), ON. pina, CGerm. 
(exc. Gothic) - medL. péna, L. pena 
(whence also (O)F. peine PAIN) PENALTY — 
Doric Gr. poind (Attic poiné) compensation 
for crime, expiation, punishment. 


pinfold pinfould pound (later, fold) for 
cattle, etc, xiv. Late OE. pundfald, f. *pund 
POUND?-+ fald FOLD ; hence in ME, and mod. 
dial. forms pun(d)-, pound-, pond- but from 
C.1400 assoc. with pind, OE. prvndan (= 
*pnudian) shut up, dam, and PIN vb. enclose, 
bar up (xiv). 


Ding pig expressing an abrupt ringing 
sound. xix. imit. (cf. PINK*). Hence pi-ng- 
pong game like lawn-tennis, played on a 
table with bats and a celluloid ball. xix; 
redupl. after ding-dong. 


pinguefy pi:ngwifai make fat or greasy. 
XVI. — L. pinguefacere, f. pinguis fat ; see -rv. 
So pingur'sCENT. XVIII. — prp. of L. pin- 
guéscere become fat. pinguilD! fat, unctuous. 
XVIL f. L. pinguis. 


pinguin pingwin (fruit of) W. Indian 
plant Bromelia Pingwin, allied to the pine- 
apple. xvir. Of unkn. origin. 


pinion! pi'njən terminal segment of a bird's 

wing, (gen.) wing. xv. ~OF. pignon pl. 
wing-feathers, wings, (now only, gable) :- 
Rom. *pinnid(n-), augm. of L. pinna PIN. 
Cf. PENNON. Hence pinion vb. cut the 
pinions of; bind the arms of. xvi. 


pinion? pi'njon small cog-wheel the teeth 
of which engage with those of a larger one. 
XVII. —(O)F. pignon (whence Sp. piñon), 
alt. of Tpzgnol :- Rom. *pineolus, f. L. pinea 
pine-cone, f. pinus PINE!, 


pink! pink (small flatbottomed) sailing 
vessel, xv. — MDu. pin(c)ke, small seagoing 
vessel, fishing-boat (whence also F. pinque, 
Sp. pinque, It. pinco), of unkn. origin. 


PIONEER 


pink? pink species of Dianthus; fig. finest 
‘flower’, embodied excellence of xvi (Sh.); 
adj. of a pale-light-red colour xvit1 ; hence sb. 
pink colour, and with spec. application to 
the scarlet worn by fox-hunters XIX. perh. 
short for tpink eye (see PINK-EYED); cf. 
synon. F. œillet, dim. of ail eye. 


pink? pink intr. and tr. prick, pierce xIv; 
ornament (cloth, etc.) by cutting holes in it, 
(later) ornament with scalloped edges, etc. 
xvi. perh. of LDu. origin (cf. LG. pinken 
strike, peck). 

pink‘ pink imit. of the note of the chaffinch, 
etc. XIX. Cf. PING. 


pink-eyed pi:gkaid (dial) having narrow 
or half-closed eyes. xvi (Harman). f. pink 
eyes (of which there was a var. pink nyes) 
~early Du. pinck oogen, i.e. pinck small (cf. 
Du. pink the little finger, etc.), ooghen, pl. 
of ooghe EYE; see -ED*. 


pinnace pinos small light sea vessel. xv. 
- F. pinace, Tpinasse — lt. pinaccia or Sp. 
pinaza, which have been referred to Rom. 
*pindcea (sc. ndvis ship), f. L. pinus PINE’, 
poet. ship; but this does not account for 
earlier OF. spinace, AN. espynasse, spynagtz 
pl. (xiv), Eng. tspinace, tspyn(n)es (xv), AL. 
spinacium (x1v), of which pinace, etc. appear 
to be aphetic derivs. 


pinnacle pi'nəkl pointed turret; mountain- 

peak xiv; highest pitch or point xv. - OF. 
pin(n)acle (mod. pinacle) — late L. pinnã- 
culum, dim. of L. pinna feather, wing, 
pinnacle; see PIN, -CLE. 


pinnate pi-neit resembling a feather. XVIII. 
- L. pinndtus feathered, winged, f. pinna; 
see PIN, -ATE”. Also pi-nnatebD!. XVIII. 


pinocle pi:nokl (U.S.) game of cards re- 
sembling bezique. xiX. Of unkn. origin. 


pint paint measure of capacity. xiv. - (O)F. 
pinte — Pr., Sp. pinta (whence medL. pinta), 
of unkn. origin. Cf. MLG., MDu., MHG. 
pinte. 

pintado  pintà'dou  Tchintz; species of 
petrel; guinea-fowl xvi. = Pg. (Sp.) 
pintado guinea-fowl, sb. use of pp. (‘spotted’) 
of pintar m= Rom. *pinctdre, f. *pinctus, 
pp. of L. pingere PAINT. 


pintle pi-ntl (dial) penis OE.; pin, bolt 
xv. OE.pintel, dim. f. a base repr. by OFris., 
LG., Du., G. pint; cf. cuckoo-pint (xvi), 
-pintle (xv), priests pintle wild arum, and 
see -LE!, 


pioneer paienio:r soldier going in advance 
of an army to prepare the way xvi; first or 
original investigator, etc. XVII (Bacon). 
orig. pzon(u)er — PF. pionmier, OF. paonier, 
peon(nyer (corr. to Pr. pezonier), f. paon, 
peon (see PAWN!, PEON); orig. str. pi:oner (cf. 
Sh. ‘Hamlet’ I v 163), the suffix being later 
assim. to -EER}, 
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PIOUS 


pious paros faithful to the duties owed to 
God, parents, etc. xvir (Sh.); practised for 
the sake of religion or a good object xvir. 
f. L. pius, of Italic range; see -ous. Cf, F. 
pteux (XVI), perh. the immed. source, and 
see PIETY. 


pip! pip disease of birds marked by secre- 
tion of thick mucus. xv. - MLG. pip, 
MDu. pippe( pipse, whence G. pips), reduced 
form corr. to OHG. pfiffiz :- WGerm. *pipit 
-medL. *pip(p)ita (whence also (O)F. 
pépie, Pr. pepida, Sp. pepita, Pg. pevide, It. 
pipita), presumably alt. of pituita (see 
PITUITARY). 


pip? pip each of the spots on playing-cards, 
dice, etc. xvi (Sh.); single blossom of an 
inflorescence xvin. Earlier feepe, of unkn. 
origin. 


pip? pip Tpippin (apple) xvi (recorded as 
a cry of Irish costermongers) ; seed of fleshy 
fruits XVIII. Shortening of PIPPIN. 


pipe! paip musical wind instrument : hollow 
cylinder or tube OE.; tubular passage or 
canal xiv; narrow tube used for smoking 
tobacco xvi. OE. pipe = OFris., MLG., 
MDu. pipe (Du. pijp), OHG. pfifa (G. 
pfeife), ON. pipa :- Germ. *pipa — CRom. 
*pipa, f. L. pipüre peep, chirp (Varro), of 
imit. origin (cf. PIGEON) ; reinforced in ME. 
by (O)F. pipe. So pipe vb." OE. pipian 
play on a pipe. Hence pi:per?. OE. pipere 
= G. pfeiffer, etc. Also vb.? draw through 
a pipe xvi. @ Celtic forms are from Latin 
or English. 


pipe? paip large cask for wine, esp. as a 
measure of capacity (4 tun, 2 hogsheads, or 
4 barrels), xiv. - AN. pipe, AL. pipa XIII; 
spec. use of PIPE! in the tense ‘tubular or 
cylindrical vessel’. 


pipe® paip account of a sheriff, etc. as sent 
in and enrolled at the Exchequer; depart- 
ment of the Exchequer concerned with 
these. xv. ~ AN. pipe, AL. pipa (Xiii); 
perh. spec. use of PIPE!, from the cylindrical 


shape of a roll (cf. pipe-roll XVI) or of a 
container. 


piperaceous piporer[os of the nature of 
pepper. xvn. f. modL. piperdceus, f. piper 
PEPPER; See -ACEOUS. 


pipette pipe't narrow pipe or tube. XIX. 
= F., dim. of pipe PIPE? ; see -ETTE. 


pipistrel(le) pi-pistrel small species of bat. 

XVIII (Pennant). = F. pipistrelle = it. pipi- 
strello, alt. of vipistrello, repr. L. vesperti- 
lid(n-) bat, f. vesper evening (see VESPER). 


pipit pi-pit lark-like bird. xvr1 (Pennant). 
prob. imit. of the bird’s short feeble note. 


pippin pi: pin (dial) seed of certain fruits, 

pip XIII; variety of apple xv. ME. pepin, 
pipin - OF. pepin (mod. pepin, pépin), rel. 
to synon. Sp. pepita, It. pippolo, bipporo, 
based on obscure *pipp-. 


PISH 


pipsissewa pipsrswo Prince's pine, Chi- 
maphila umbellata, xix. Algonquian (Cree 
pipipissekweu). 

piquant pikont Tpiercing, trenchant XVI; 
appetizing; exciting keen interest XVII. 
Early forms pickant(e), -ande = F. piquant, 
tpicquant, prp. of piquer prick, sting; see 
next. Hence pi-quawNcy. xvii (Evelyn). 


pique pik ‘tquarrel or animosity between 

persons; offence taken. xvi. Earliest forms 
pick(e), pike — F. pique, f. piquer = Pr., Sp. 
picar, lt. piccare :- Rom. *piccãre PICK?, 
Hence vb. xvii. 


piqué pi-kei cotton fabric with a raised 
pattern. xix. = F. piqué, sb. use (‘quilted 
work, quilting’) of pp. of piquer prick, pierce, 
back-stitch; see prec. 


piragua pire gwo, periagua periæ'gwə 
long narrow canoe; two-masted sailing- 
barge. XVII. = Sp. piragua = Carib piragua 
dug-out; alt. by assoc. of the first syll. with 
peri- and petty (tpettiagua, etc.). 


pirate paiarot sea-robber xv (Lydg.); 
marauder XVI; fig. of literary or other plun- 

dering XVIII. WD pirata ~ Gr. peirátés, f. 

pd attempt, attack, peira attempt, trial 
— *perja, f. “per-, as in EXPERIMENT, PERIL. 

So piracy paisrasi. xvi. —AL. pirdtia 

— Gr. peiráteíü. piratICAL paire'tikl. XVI. 

f. L. piráticus - Gr. peirátikós. €J Of CEur. 

range. 


pirl paul, perl (dial) twist, spin. xv. Of 
unkn. origin ; cf. PURI. 


pirogue pirou'g synon. with PIRAGUA. XVII. 
— F. pirogue, prob. — Carib dialect of Cayenne 
(Galibi). 


pirouette pirue't spinning round on one 
foot or on the point of the toe. xvi. — F. 
pirouette orig. kind of dice, of unkn. origin 
(for the form cf. girouette weather-vane). 


pis-aller pizz:lei last resource. xvir. F., 
f. pis (:- L. pejus worse)-l- aller go; based on 
phr. au pis aller ‘at the worst procedure’. 


piscary pi'skori right of fishing xv; fishing- 
ground xvil. ~ medL. piscdria fishing rights, 
n. pl. used sb. of L. piscárius, f. piscis FISH; 
see -ARY. So piscato-RIAL xix, pi: scatony? 
XVII. f. or — L. piscatórius, f. piscãtor angler, 
f. piscári fish, f. piscis. Pisces prsiz twelfth 
zodiacal constellation and sign of the zodiac. 
XIV (Ch.), pl. of L. fzscis. piscina pisrno, 
-arno A. fishpond xvi (Hakluyt); B. (eccl.) 
perforated stone basin for carrying away the 
ablutions at Mass xviir. — L. and medL. 
piscina, f. piscis; earlier Tpiscine, in sense A 
xi1t (Cursor M.), in sense B xv (Caxton). 

pisé przei clay or earth kneaded and used 
for building. xvii. F.,sb. use of pp. of piser 
:- L. pinsdre beat, pound, stamp, having 
cogns. in Indo-Iranian and Balto-Slavonic. 


pish pif excl. of disgust, ete. xvr (Nashe, 
Sh.). Hence as vb. xvi (Jonson). Cf. 
PSHAW. 
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PISMIRE 


pismire prsmaioi ant. xiv (Ch.). ME. 
pissemyre, f. PisS+- mire ant (prob. of Scand. 
origin; cf. Da. myre, and L. for|mica, Gr. 
mürméx); so called from the urinous smell 
of an ant-hill. @@ Similar names are Fris. 
pisimme, LG. miegemke, Norw. migemaur 
(f£. *miz- MICTURITION), Du. ‘fmierseycke 
(seycke urine), Finnish kustainen (kusi urine). 


piss pis urinate. XIII. —(O)F. pisser = Pr. 
pisar, It. pisciare, Cat. pixar, Rum. pisa 
:- Rom. *pifdre, of echoic origin. @ From 
Rom. (medL.) the word has passed into 
the Germ. langs. (OFris. pissia, (M)LIG., 
(M)Du., G. pissen, Da. pisse, Sw., Icel. 
fissa) and W. piso, pisito. Hence sb. XIV 
(Ch., Wycl. Bible) pissasEeD dandelion. 
XVI; after F, pissenlit. 


pistachio pista-tflou (fruit of) Pistacia vera 
or its kernel. xvi(pistaccio). Earlier pistachie, 
pistace ~ OF. pistace, (also mod.) -ache, 
superseded by Sp. pistacho — L. pistácium 
— Gr. pistákion, -ákē (nut and tree) — Pers. 
pistah. 


pistil pi-stil (bot.) female organ of a flower. 
XVIII. —F. pistile (Tournefort, 1694) or L. 
pistillum PESTLE; somewhat earlier the L. 
form was in use, also after 'l'ournefort. 


pistol pistol small firearm. xvi. =F. 
pistole — G. pistole (xv in documents relating 
to the Hussite wars) — Czech pist’al, Cf. the 
contemp. howitzer. 'The synon. Tpistolet 1s 
rather earlier — F. pistolet. 


pistole pi-stoul applied to various foreign 
gold coins. xvi. = F. pistole, shortening of 
pistolet (also Eng. xvi). 


piston piston disk or short cylinder fitting 
a tube and used to impart or receive motion 
from a rod; sliding valve in a cornet. XVIII. 
— F. piston (Pascal)- It. pistone, var. of 
pestone pestle, rammer, augm. f. pest- in 
pestello PESTLE. 


pit pit hole in the ground OE. ; hell ; hollow 
in a surface xIiI; see also COCKPIT. OE. pytt 
= OFris. pett, OS. putti (MDu. putte, Du. 
put), OHG. pfuzzi (G. pfütze pool, puddle) 
:- WGerm. *putti, buttja (ON. pyttr is from 
OE.) = L. puteus well, pit, shaft (whence F. 
puits, Pr. potz, Sp. pozo, It. pozzo, Rum. 
put, and Ir. cuithe, W. peten). The south- 
eastern ME. var. pett survives in place- 
names in Kent and Sussex. Hence pit vb. 
put in a pit; make pits in xv; set (opponents) 
together in a (cock)pit ; match, oppose XVIII. 
Hence pi-tFALL?. xiv (Wycl. Bible, T'revisa). 


pit-a-pat pi‘topet with palpitations, with 
light quick steps. xvi. Earlier pit pat (More), 
also a-pit-(a-)pat ; imit. of rapidly alternating 
sounds; cf. PITTER-PATTER. 


pitch! pitf black or dark brown resinous 
substance. OE. pié, corr. to OS. ptk (Du. pek), 
OHG. peh (G. pech), ON. bik, CGerm. (exc. 
Gothic) = L. pic-, pix, which with Gr. pissa 
(1— *pikja) and Balto-S]. forms imply a base 
*pik-. Hence vb. OE. (ge)pician. 


PIXIE 


pitch? pitj Tfthrust or fix in; fix and erect 
XIII; set in order or in a fixed place; cast, 
throw xiv. The ME. conjugation pic(c)he, 
pihte, @)piht suggests the existence of an 
E. *piéd(e)an, rel. to picung ‘stigmata’, of 
unkn. origin; pt. and pp. pight were in full 
use till xvir, but the new form piched appears 
xiv. Hence pitch sb. act of pitching; in- 
clination, slope xv; highest point; position 
taken up XVI. 


pitchblende pi:tjblend (min.) native oxide 
of uranium. XVIH. — G. pechblende, f. pech 
PITCH!; see BLENDE. 


piteous pitios Tpious; exciting pity XIII; 

full of pity xiv. ME. pito(u)s, pituo(u)s, later 
pite(o)us - AN. pitous, OF. pitos, piteus = 
Pr. pitos, pidos, Sp. piadoso, It. pietoso i= 
Rom. *pietosu-s, f. L. pietàs PIETY, PITY ; see 
-EOUS. 


pith pip medulla of plants ; central or vital 
part OE. ; might, mettle x11; core, marrow 
xv; gravity xvii (Sh.). OE. pipa, corr. to 
MLG., MDu. pitte, pit += *pip(p)on, repr. 
only in the LG. group, of unkn. origin. 

pithecanthrope pibikae:nproup ape-man. 
XIX. -modL. pithécanthrépus (Haeckel 
1868), f. Gr. pithékos ape + dnthropos man. 


pittance pi-tons (hist.) pious donation XIII 
(AncrR.); small allowance orig. of food xiv 
(Gower); sparing allowance xvi. ME. 
pita(u)nce~ OF. pi(e)tance, corr. to Pr. 
pitansa, It. pietanza (portion of) food — 
popL. *pietantia, f. L. pietds PITY ; see -ANCE. 


pitter-patter pitarpze:toi Tpattering re- 
petition XV; PIT-A-PAT XVII. 

pituitary pitjū'itəri mucous. XVIL =L. 
pituitárius, f. pituita gum, slime, rheum (cf. 
PINE!); see -ARY. 

pity piti Tclemency, mercy; compassion 
XIII; Tpiety xiv. ME. pite = OF. pité (mod. 
pitié) = Pr. pietat, Sp. piedad, It. pietà += L. 
pletat-, -tds PIETY. In later L. pretds, prop. 
dutifulness, gratitude, acquired the sense of 
compassion, kindness; OF. pite and prete 
had both senses, but were subsequently 
differentiated, and this was reflected in the 
corr. Eng. forms as now used. Hence pity 
vb. xv1 (More), perh. after F. pitiABLE XV, 
pi-tiruL! xiv, pi-tiLEss xv (Hoccleve). 


pivot pivot short shaft or pin forming a 
fulcrum xvii; (mil) xvi. -(O)F. pivot, 
prob. f. Rom. base repr. by F. dial. pue 
tooth of a comb, harrow, etc., Pr. pua (mod. 
pivo), Sp. pu(y)a point, of unkn. origin. 

pixie, pixy pi‘ksi supernatural being akin 
to a fairy. xvir. The earliest evidence is 
from Devon and Cornwall, whence and 
from immediately adjacent counties many 
uses are recorded, with vars. pisky, pisgy, 
pigsy ; brought into literary use by Coleridge 
(born in Devon) and Scott (in ‘The Pirate’, 
whence it has been ascribed to the Shet- 
lands). The ending, whatever its origin, 1s 
assoc. with -1E, -v$. 
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pizzicato pitsika-tou (mus.) played by 
plucking the strings. xIx. It., pp. of pizzi- 
care pinch, twitch, f. pizzare, f. (O)It. pizza 
point, edge. 


pizzle pil penis of a bull, etc. xvi (peezel, 
pysell), = LG. pésel, Flem. pézel, dim. of 
MLG. ése, MDu. péze (Du. pees sinew, 
string, penis), whence also synon. MLG., 


MDnu. péserik (Du. pezerik); cf. -EL!, -LE!. 


placable plekobl tagreeable xv; capable 
of being appeased, mild xvi. — OF. placable 
or L. placabilis, f. plácáve, pp. stem plácat-, 
whence placate plokei't xvII; see PLEASE, 
-ABLE, -ATE?. 


placard ple-:kard, (formerly) plokà-1d, -à:st 
Tlicence, ordinance, etc., orig. with a thin 
seal attached to its surface xv; sheet con- 
taining a notice on one side of it, to be 
posted up xvi; Tplate of armour, placket, 
etc. XV. — F. Tplacquart, -ard (mod. placard), 
f. OF. plaquier (mod. plaquer) lay flat, 
plaster - MDu. placken. Forms repr. 
MDu. plackaert, plackaet (from F.), viz. 
placaet, placcat, were current XVI-XVIII in the 
sense ‘decree issued in the Netherlands’. 


place pleis Tspace, room ; portion of space 
XIII; space where people dwell; residence; 
particular spot, passage in a book, etc. ; posi- 
tion; situation XIV; office, situation XVI. 
~(O)F. place = Pr. plasa (whence Sp. 
plaza), It. piazza :- Rom. *platta (after 
*plattus flat), for L. platea broad way, open 
space - Gr. plateía (sc. hodós) broad way, 
fem. of platiis broad (cf. FLAT! and PLAICE); 
superseded in gen. use native STEAD and 
STOW ; take p., happen, occur, meant at first 
‘take effect’ (xv). Hence place vb. xvi; cf. 
F. placer (xvii). 


placebo plesi:bou (liturg.) vespers for the 

dead. xi (AncrR.). First word of the 
antiphon to the first psalm in the office: 
‘Placebo Domino in regione vivorum’ 
(Psalm cxiv 9) I shall please the Lord in 
the land of the living. 


placenta plose:nto (anat.) afterbirth xvii 
(Ray, p. uterina); (bot.) part of carpel to 
which scales are attached xvir (Grew). — 
L. placenta —- Gr. plakóenta (-oánta), accus. 
of plakóeis (-ofis) flat cake, sb. use of adj. f. 
plak-, in pldx flat surface. 


placer plersor (U.S.) deposit of sand, etc. 
XIX. — Amer. Sp. piacer plasé:r deposit, 
shoal, rel. to placel sandbank, f. plaza PLACE. 


placet plersét vote of assent. xvi. = L. 
placet it pleases (e.g. vobis you), 3rd sg. pres. 
ind. of placére PLEASE. 


placid plz‘sid gentle, calm. xvir (Bacon, 
Milton). — F., or L. placidus pleasing, fa- 
vourable, gentle, f. placére PLEASE; see -ID}. 
Earlier tplacidious. 


placket plae-kit slit at the top of a skirt. 
xvi (Sh.) alt. (by assoc. with -ET) of 
plackerd (xvi, Nashe, Greene), PLACARD. 


plafond  pla:ífó  (archit.) ceiling. xvir 
(platfond, Evelyn). -F. tplatfond, now 
plafond, f. plat flat (cf. PLATE)+fond bottom 
(cf. FUND). 


plagal plei:gal (mus.) pert. to an ecclesi- 
astical mode having its sounds comprised 
between the dominant and its octave. XVI 
(Morley). =- medL. plagadlis, f. plaga plagal 
mode, f. L. plagius — medGr. pldgios (aAdytos 
7xos plagal mode), in ancient Gr. oblique, 
f. bldgos side ; see -AL!. 


plagiarism plei'dgiərizm wrongful appro- 

priation and publication as one’s own. XVII; 
so pla:giarisT xvi, pla-giarizE xvin. f. 
pla-gianv Tkidnapper; plagiarist; plagiar- 
ism XVII; tadj. plagiarizing xvi. — L. pla- 
giarius kidnapper, literary thief (Martial), 
f. plagium man-stealing, kidnapping - Gr. 
pldgion. Cf. F. plagiaire (xvi). 


plagio- pleid5iou, before a vowel or h 
plagi-, comb. form, repr. Gr. pldgios 
oblique, f. pldgos side (see PLAGAL). XIX. 


plague pleig tblow, wound; affliction; 
malignant epidemic, pestilence, xrv (Wycl. 
Bible). = L. pldga stroke, wound, (Vulg.) 
pestilence, infection, prob. = Gr. (Doric) 
pldgd, (Attic) plégé, f. *plag- strike, rel. to 
L. plangere (see PLANGENT). Hence vb. xv 
(plaghe Caxton, after MDu. plaghen). 


plaice pleis flat-fish Pleuronectes platessa. 

xir. — OF. plaiz, plais, later plaise, pleisse 
(Walloon playis, pleis)-late L. platessa 
- unrecorded deriv. of Gr. plattis broad 
(cf. FLATI). 


plaid plæd, pleid outer garment of High- 

land costume xvr; stuff of which this is 
made xvi. ~ Gael. plaide = Ir. ploid 
blanket, of unkn. origin. 


plain plein clear, manifest x111 (Cursor M.); 
Tflat, level, even (now PLANE); unembel- 
lished; free from duplicity or ambiguity 
XIV; ordinary, simple xv1. — OF. plain, fem. 
-e (surviving in phr. de plain-pied, plain- 
chant, etc.) = Pr. pla, Sp. Hano, Pg. chão, 
It. piano (cf. PIANO) :— L. plānu-s, -a, f. base 
*pla- flat, of obscure connexion. Hence 
plai-niy? xiv (Ch.). So plain sb. flat tract 
of country. xr (RGlouc.). OF. plain 
(superseded by plaine += L. coll. n. pl.) = L. 
plánum, sb. use of n. of adj. See also PLANE. 


plain-sailing plein serlig simple or easy 

course of action. XIX, pop. use (assoc. with 
the adj. PLAIN) of plane (Tt plain) sailing (xvii), 
ie. navigation by a plane chart (xvii), on 
which the meridians and parallels are repre- 
sented by equidistant straight lines (a 
method approximately correct for short 
distances). 


plainsong plei*nson music composed in 
the medieval modes and in free rhythm; 
simple musical theme. xvi. tr. medL. cantus 
planus (whence F. plain chant, It. canto 
piano). So pla‘in-cHANT. xvill. — F.; see 
PLAIN, SONG. 
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plaint pleint (arch.) lamentation; com- 
plaint x11 (AncrR., Havelok); statement of 
grievance made to a court of law xiv (R. 
Mannyng) ME. pleint(e) - (O)F. plainte, 
sb. use of pp. fem. of plaindre and OF. 
plaint, pleint (on which plainte was modelled) 
= Pr. planh, Sp. llanto, OPg. chanto, Ít. 
pianto i— L, planctu-s, f. plangere (see COM- 
PLAIN, COMPLAINT, PLANGENT). 


plaintiff plei-ntif complainant or prosecu- 

tor in a legal suit. xiv. = law-F. plaintif, sb. 
use of (O)F. plaintif, fem. -ive (f. plainte 
PLAINT), whence plai-ntivE }tcomplaining 
xIv (Gower); expressive of sorrow XVI. 


plaister see PLASTER. 


plait plet, (Sc., U.S.) plét fold of cloth or 
similar fabric (now PLEAT) xv; braided band 
of hair, straw, etc. xvr. = OF. pleit fold, 
manner of folding += Rom. *plic(i)tum, sb. 
use of n. of plicitus, pp. of plicdre fold (see 
PLYl) Hence vb. xiv. 


plan plen diagram exhibiting the relative 
position and size of the parts of a thing; 
project, design. xvii. (Earlier plane xvii) 
= F. plan (xv1) ground-plan, alt. (after plan 
adj. PLANEŻ) of tplant, f. planter, after It. 
pianta plan of an edifice ; see PLANT. @ ‘This 
word and PLANE® cover between them the 
senses of F. plan. 


planchette plafe-t small board used in 
psychical experiments. XIX. — F. planchette, 
dim. of planche PLANK; see -ETTE. 


plane! plein tree of the genus Platanus. 
xiv (Wycl. Bible, Trevisa). -(O)F. plane, 
+plasne {recorded xv) := L. platanu-s — Gr. 
plátanos, f. stem of platus broad (see PLATY-). 


plane’ plein tool for smoothing surfaces. 
xIv. —(OJF. plane, var. (under the infil. of 
vb. planer) of tplaine = Cat. plana :- late L.. 
plana planing instrument, f. plandre PLANE®. 


plane? plein plane surface. xvi. =L. 
plánum flat surface, sb. use of n. of plánus 
PLAIN (for which plane was introduced to 
express the geometrical and allied uses; cf. 
the supersession of F. plain by plan because 
of the homophony of $/lein full). 


plane‘ plein level, flat. xvi. refash. of 
PLAIN adj. after F. plan, fem. plane, which 
was similarly substituted for plain, plaine 
in techn. senses. 


plane? plein Tmake level or even; smooth 
with a plane xiv (also pleyne, plaine, plain 
until xvii). —-(O)F. planer == Pr. planar, 
{t. pianare :- L. plánàáre, f. pldnus PLAIN. 


planet ple-nit t(old astron.) heavenly body 
having an apparent motion among the fixed 
stars XII (S.Eng. Leg., Cursor M.); (mod. 
astron.) heavenly body revolving round the 
sun XVII. —(O)F. planète = late L. planēta, 
planétés (only in pl. planéta, for older L. 
stelle errantes) - Gr. planétés wanderer (pl. 
aorepes mÀavijra. wandering stars), f. planán 
lead astray, wander, rel. to pldzein cause to 





PLANTIGRADE 


wander. So pla-netary. xvit. -late L. 
planétarius (sb. astrologer, Augustine). 











plangent ple-nd3ent loud-sounding, orig. 
of waves breaking on the shore. xix. -= L. 
plangent-, -éns, prp. of plangere beat (spec. 
the breast), strike noisily, f. *plag-, base of 
Gr. pldzein (cf. PLANKTON); see COMPLAIN, 
-ENT. 


plani- plæ'ni, pleini? comb. form of L. 
plānus PLAIN, PLANE*. plani-METRY (XIV, 
planemetrie, Gower; F. planimétrie), pla-ni- 
SPHERE (XIV, planisperie, Gower; medL. 
planispharium). 


planish ple-nif Tlevel xvi; flatten on an 
anvil, etc. XVII. f. planiss-, lengthened stem 
of OF. planir (now in aplanir), f. plain 
PLAIN, PLANE‘; see -ISH?, 


plank plenk long flat piece of smoothed 
timber. xur (Sandahl). = ONF. planke 
(mod. dial. planque) — (O)F. planche, Pr. 
planca, etc. i= late L. planca plank, slab, sb. 
use of fem. of plancus flat, flat-footed (used 
as a cognomen, Plancus, Plancius, Plancid- 
nus), prob. rel. to Gr. pláx flat surface, etc. 
Hence planak vb. cover with planks xv; 
(orig. U.S.) set down, deposit XIX. 


plankton plæ'gkton floating or drifting 
organic life. x1x. — G. plankton (V. Hensen, 
188.) — Gr. plagktón, n. of plagktós wander- 
ing, drifting, f. base of plázein strike, cause 
to wander, (middle) pldzesthaz. 


plant plant young tree or herb newly 
planted or intended for planting (OE.), 
XIV; member of the vegetable kingdom 
xvi (Turner). OF. plante, if it survived, 
coalesced in ME. with —- (O)F. plante = Fr. 
planta, Sp. llanta, Pg. chanta, lt. pianta 
:- Rom. use of L. planta shoot for planting 
(whence the OE. word, OHG. pflanza, G. 
pflanze, Du. plant, ON. planta, and Ir. 
cland, W. plant), prob. f. plantáre, perh. 
orig. thrust in with the sole of the foot 
(planta; cf, PLANTAIN!), whence plant vb. 
OE. plantian, reinforced in ME. from (O)F. 
planter; of the same origin. So planta-TION. 
xv. ~ F. or L. 


plantain! ple-ntin plant of the genus 
Plantago. xiv (Ch.). — (O)F. plantain, +-ein 
— Pr. plantage, Sp. llantén, Pg. tanchagem, 
Rum. fpdtlagimá:-L. plantdgine-, nom. 
plantágó, f. planta sole of the foot, so called 
from its broad prostrate leaves. @ The 
native name is zaybread. 


plantain? ple-ntin tropical plant Musa 

paradisiaca, allied to the banana; fruit of 
this. xvr. In early use also platan = Sp. 
pldtano, pidntano, identical with the forms 
meaning ‘plane-tree’, to which it is prob. 
that some native words were assimilated 
(e.g. Galibi palatana, Carib balatana, 
Arawak pratane). 


plantigrade plæ'ntigreid walking on the 
soles of the feet )( digitigrade). xix. =F. 
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plantigrade (Geoffroy and Cuvier, 1795) -~ 
modL. plantigradus, f. planta sole + -gradus 
going, walking (cf. GRADE). 


plaque plak ornamental plate or tablet. 
xix. — F. plaque — Du. plak tablet, £. plakken 
stick (cf. PLACARD). 


plash ple| »PLEACH. XV. - OF. plassier, 
plaissier :- Rom. *plectiare, f. L. plectere 
weave, plait, f. *plek-, repr. by COMPLEX, etc. 


plasma plezmo +tform; green variety of 

quartz XVIII; colourless coagulable liquid 
of blood xIx; ionized gas xx. — late L, 
plasma mould, image, f. Gr. pldssein fashion, 
form (see PLASTIC). 


plaster pla-staz A. curative application co- 
hesive to the skin OE.; B. plastic composi- 
tion to be spread on a surface xiv. OE. 
plaster, corr. to OS. plástar, OHG. phlastar 
(G. pflaster), ON. plástr - medL. plastrum, 
for L. emplastrum (prob. through the infl. of 
plasticus PLASTIC) — Gr. émplastron (Galen), 
f. emplastós daubed, plastered, f. empldssein, 
f. en EN-?-- pldssein (see next); in ME. rein- 
forced in sense B from OF. plastre (mod. 
plâtre) == Pr. plastre. ‘The once common 
(now dial.) form plaister (x1v-xt1x) 1s based 
on occas. OF. plaistre, of obscure origin. P. 
of Paris (medL. plastrum parisiense) was 
orig. prepared from the gypsums of Mont- 
martre, Paris.@ The Celtic forms are from 
English or French. 


plastic ple-stik characterized by moulding 
or modelling, causing growth or develop- 
ment xvi (Jonson, Sir T. Browne); capable 
of being moulded xvi11 ; of synthetic material 
XX. As sb., art of modelling figures XVI; 
plastic substance xx. - F. plastique or 
L. plasticus (Vitruvius) - Gr. plastikds, f. 
plastós, ppl. adj. f. pldssein ; see PLASMA, -IC. 

plastron ple'stron breast-shield xv1; orna- 
mental front to a bodice; (nat. hist.) ventral 
part xix. = F. plastron — It. piastrone, augm. 
of piastra breastplate (spec. application of 
the sense ‘metal plate’, ‘lamina’) = L. em- 
plastrum PLASTER. 


plat see PLOT. 


platband plez-tbzend (archit.) flat rectangu- 
lar moulding xvir; (hort.) narrow bed or 
strip xvi. — F. platebande, i.e. plate, fem. 
of plat (see next) 4- bande BAND!. 


plate pleit flat sheet of (precious) metal, etc. 
XIII; utensils of metal for the table or house, 
orig. of silver or gold xiv; shallow vessel for 
food xv. - OF. plate thin sheet of metal — 
Pr. plata metal plate, silver (whence Sp. 
plata, Pg. prata silver) ~ medL. platta, sb. 
use of fern. of plattus flat (F. plat, etc.), of 
unkn. origin; cf. MDu, pldte (Du. plaat), 
MHG. plåte (G. platte). In the last sense 
a separate word -(O)F. plat dish = It. 
piatto, sb. use of the corr. masc. adj. Hence 
vb. cover with metal plates xiv (Ch.). 


plateau plæ'tou table-land. xvin. -F. 
plateau, OF. platel, f. plat; see prec., -EL?. 


PLAY 


platen ple:tn fpaten xv; flat plate of 
metal, spec. in a printing-press xvi. — (O)F. 
platine, f. plat flat (cf, PLATE) 4- -ine -1NE*. 


platform plæ'tf5ım Tplane figure or sur- 
face; Tplan of action, design; tsite of a 
building, etc.; level place for mounting 
guns XVI; raised level floor of planks, etc. 
XVIII (spec. raised flooring in a hall from 
which speeches are delivered, whence, orig. 
U.S., basis of political or other policy xrx). 
~ F. plateforme plan, f. plate, fem. of plat 
(see PLATE) -l-forme FORM. 


platinum  ple:tinom rare heavy ductile 
white metal. xix (Davy). - modL.. ait., in 
conformity with metal-names in -um, of 
Tplatina (xvii) — Sp. flatina plati:na, dim. 
of plata silver (see PLATE). 


platitude plæ'titjūd dullness in speech or 
writing, commonplace remark. xix. -F. 
platitude, f. plat flat (see PLATE), after certi- 
tude, exactitude, etc. ; see PLATE, -TUDE. 


Platonic ploto:nik pert. to Plato, Greek 
philosopher (c, 429-347 B.c.) xv1; P. love, 
tr. medL. amor platonicus, used synon. with 
amor socraticus by Marsilio Ficino (xv), 
president of Cosmo de’ Medici’s Accademia 
Platonica, to denote the kind of interest in 
young men with which Socrates was credited 
xvii (Davenant, "Ihe Platonick Lovers). 
-L. Platonicus - Gr. Platonikós, £. Plátón; 
see -IC. So PlatonisM plei'tonizm. XVI. 
- modL. Pla:tonisT xvi. — medL. 


platoon plotü:n (mil) body of infantry. 
xvu. — F. peloton plotó little ball, group of 
people, dim. of pelote PELLET; see -OON. 


platter plz-tor flat dish for food, wooden 
plate. xiv. —AN. plater, f. plat dish, sb, 
use of (O)F. plat flat (see PLATE). 


platy- plæ'ti comb. form of Gr. platis 
broad (see FLAT’), as in platypus ple-tipos 
ornithorrhyncus of Australia (xvi) = Gr. 
plattipous flat-footed (see FOOT). 


plaudit pli-dit act of applause. xvi. 
Shortening of trisyllabic tplaudite (xvt), 
orig. appeal for applause at the close of a 
play - L. plaudité applaud ye!, 2nd pers. 
pl. imper. of plaudere clap the hands in 
approval; cf. APPLAUD, EXPLODE. 


plausible pl5:zibl Tlaudable; Tacceptable, 
agreeable; having an appearance of truth or 
value. xvi. —L. plausibilis, f. plaus-, pp. 
stem of plaudere; see prec., -IBLE. 


play plei exercise oneself, spec. by way of 
diversion, engage in (a game); perform on 
(a musical instrument) OE. ; move swiftly, 
briskly, freely ; act the character of xiv (Ch., 
Wyclif). OE. pleg(ijan, plagian = MDu. 
pleien dance, leap for joy, rejoice ; doubtfully 
rel. to OFris. plega be wont, OS. plegan 
(Du. plegen), OHG. pflegan (G. pflegen) have 
charge of, attend to, be in the habit of. So 
play sb. OE. plega, plega rapid movement, 
exercise, sport OE. (cessation of work, 
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being idle xviz); dramatic performance, 
drama XIV; action, dealing, as in fair P., 
foul p. XVI; p. of, on, or upon words, after F. 
jeu de mots (Boileau) xvi. play-HOUSE 
theatre (xv1, Sh.) ; not continuous with OE. 
pleghüs ‘theatrum’. 


plea pli (arch., dial.) action at law, suit XII ; 
pleading before a court xIv; that which is 
pleaded xv. ME. ple, also plai, plait, plaid 
— AN. ple, plai, OF. plait, earlier plaid agree- 
ment, talk, lawsuit, discussion = Pr. plait, 
Sp. pleito, It. piato = L. placitum decision, 
decree, sb. use of pp. n. of placére PLEASE. 
Cf, PLEAD. 


pleach plit/ intertwine (branches) to make a 
fence. xiV. Late ME. pleche — OF. *plechier 
(mod. dial. plécher), var. of ple(z)sster, 
pla(i)ssier PLASH. 


plead plid tgo to law, argue with XIIL; 
address the court as advocate xIV; maintain 
(a plea), allege formally xv. ME. plaide, 
plede- AN. pleder, OF. plaidier (mod. 
plaider), f. plaid PLEA; cf. medL. placitáre, 
f. placitum. 


pleasance ple:zens (arch.) pleasure; plea- 
santness XIV (Ch.); pleasure ground (cf. F. 
plaisance, Tplace of delight, and maison de 
plaisance country house) xvt. = (O)F. plai- 
sance, f. plaisant (whence plea:sANT XIV), 
prp. of tplaisir PLEASE. 


please pliz A. be agreeable (to), surviving 
in if you p., where you is orig. dative; B. be 
pleased be gratified, (hence) have the desire, 
choose, be good enough fto X1v ; intr. in the 
same sense XVI; C. as imper., for Tp. you 
‘may it p. you’, equiv. to ‘be pleased’ xXvII. 
ME. plaise, plese-OF. plaisir (repl. by 
plaire) — Pr. plazer, 1t. piacere, Rum. pláceà 
:~ L. placere be pleasing, f. base of placidus 
PLACID, placdre PLACATE. So pleasure 
ple:3o1. xiv (Gower; not Ch.). Late ME. 
plesir~ OF. plesir, (also mod.) plaisir += 
Rom. sb. use of the inf.; the final syll. was 
assim. (xv) to -URE; the earlier forms are 
repr. in dial. pleezer, plezzer. Hence (after 
comfortable) plea-suraBLE. XVI. 


pleat plit vb. fold (cloth), gather (drapery) 
into pleats xiv; sb. fold of cloth or drapery 
xvi, Early form plete, var. of PLAIT. @ Both 
sb. and vb. lapsed in literary use before 1700, 
but Walker 1791 states that “There is a 
corrupt pronunciation of this word [plait] 
as if written plete’, and this pronunc. pre- 
vailed later and re-established the sp. pleat. 


plebeian plibi-on pert. to, a member of, the 
Roman plebs xv1; of low birth or rank xvir. 
f. L. plébéius, f. pléb-, plébs commonalty of 
ancient Rome, perh. :- *plédhw-,rel.to Gr. 
pléthos, pléthis multitude, f. *plé- as in L. 
plénus FULL}. Cf. (O)F. plébéien and see -an. 
So plebiscite ple‘bisit, -ait law enacted by 
the plebs xvr ; direct vote of the whole electo- 
rate XIX. - (OJF. plébiscite = L. plebiscitum, f. 





PLEONASM 


plébi-, plebs-- scitum ordinance, sb. use of n. 
pp. of sciscere approve, vote for, rel. to scire 
know (see SCIENCE); in the second sense 
familiarized in Eng. through the plébiscite 
which ratified the coup d’état of 1851 in 
France. 


plectrum ple-ktram instrument for pu 
ing the strings of the lyre. xvi. — L. pléc- 
trum = Gr. pléktron, f. plésseim strike, f. 
*5lák-, parallel to *plag-, repr. by Gr. plégé, 
L. plaga PLAGUE, plangere strike (cf. PLAINT). 


pledge pled3 bail, surety xiv (Ch.) ; some- 
thing handed over as security xv; token of 
favour or goodwill xv1; solemn promise XIX. 
Late ME. plege- OF. plege (mod. pleige) 
$= Frankish L. plebium (v1), corr. to plebire 
(whence OF., Pr. plevir) warrant, assure, 
engage, of unascertained origin, but, in view 
of the correspondence in meaning with the 
Germ. base *plez- of PLIGHT’, it is possible 
that this was crossed with L. prxebére furnish, 
supply (see PREBEND). Hence pledge vb. 
xv; cf. OF. plegier (mod. pleiger). 


pledget ple-d3it compress of soft material 
esp. for application to wounds. xvi. Early 
forms plaget, pleggat, pleget, f. synon. *plage, 
Tblege (XV1); corr. to medL. plāgella lint 
plug for a wound, dim. f. L. plaga (cf. AL. 
plágiàre, blégiáre wound); see PLAGUE, -ErT. 


plenary pli-nori complete, full. xvr. — late 
L. pléndrius, f. plénus FULL1; see -ARY; 
superseded ME. Tplemer, tplenar— AN. 
plener, OF. plenier (mod. plénier) = 
plen(ijer, Sp. Uenerow late L. plénaris. 
plenipotentiary ple:nipóte:n[ori (person) 
invested with full power. xvir. — medL. 
plénipotentiárius, f. L. plenus -- potentia 
power; see POTENTIAL, -ARY. Cf. contemp. 
F. pléntpotentiaire. Shortened colloq. to 
plenipo ple-nipou. xvii (Dryden). pleni- 
TUDE plenitjad fullness. xv. = OF. pleni- 
tude ~ late L. plénitidd, f. plénus. plenteous 
ple-nties bearing abundantly, existing in 
abundance. xin. ME. plentivous, -ifous, 
later plentevous, plentuous, plentious, -eous 
(cf. BOUNTEOUS) — OF. pleniivous, -evous, f. 
plentif, -ive, f. plente-+--tf, -ive -IvE. plenty 
ple:nti state of being in abundance. XIII 
(AncrR.). ME. plenteth (surviving as plen- 
tith xvi), later plente, -ee, -ie - OF. plentet 
(— -ep), mod. dial. plenté — Pr. plendat, 
Rum. $/inátate :- L. plenitáte-, -tás. Also 
adj. (xu; cf. choice, dainty), Hence 
ple:xntiruL'. xv(Malory). plenum pli-nom 
A. space regarded as filled with matter (opp. 
to vacuum) XVII; B. full assembly XVIII. 
= L. plēnum (Cicero, in sense A), n. of plénus. 


pleistocene plarstosin see EOCENE. 


pleonasm pli‘onezm (rhet) redundancy 
of expression. XVII (earlier in L. form xvi). 
—late L. pleonasmus - Gr. pleonasmós, f. 
pleondzein be superfluous, f. pléon more, 
compar. of pola much (cf. FULL’); cf. F. 
pléonasme (1613). So pleona:stic(AL). xvir. 
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PLESIOSAURUS 


PLUCK 








plesiosaurus pli:sio(u)s5:ros one of a genus 
of extinct marine saurian reptiles. modL. 
(W. D. Conybeare, 1821), f. Gr. plésios near 
-+saiiros lizard (see SAURIAN). 


plethora ple:poro, plépoo'ro (path.) condi- 
tion marked by overfullness of blood, etc. 
XVI ; excessive quantity xvii. -late L.. plethora 
~ Gr. pléthéré fullness, repletion, f. pléthein 
be FULL. (An irreg. var. ple-thory, prob. f. 
plethoric, after allegoric | -ory, was current 
from xv11: till early xix.) So plethoric -o-rik. 
XVII. = F. - late L. - Gr. 


pleura pluo-ro (anat.) membrane lining the 
thorax and enveloping the lungs. xvii. 
-medL. pleura- Gr. pleurd side, rib. So 
pleurisy pluo:risi inflammation of the 
pleura. xiv. — OF. pleurisie (mod. pleurésie) 
= late L. pleurisis (Prudentius), in modL. 
pleuresis, for earlier pleuritis (Vitruvius) — Gr. 
pleurîtis (Hippocrates), f. pleura. The adj. 
is pleuritic -rtik. xvi. - (O)F. pleurétique - 
L. pleuriticus (Pliny) - Gr. pleuritikós (Hip- 
pocrates). ,pleuro- plus:rou comb. form of 
Gr. pleurá. 


plexus ple-ksas (anat.) network of fibres or 
vessels. XVII. — modL. plexus, f. plex-, pp. 
stem of plectere interweave, PLAIT. 


pliable plai-abl easily bent or influenced. 
xv. — F. pliable, £. plier bend ; see PLy!, -ABLE. 
So pliant, xiv. —(O)F. plant. 


pliers plai-o1z small pincers. xvi. pl. of 
plier, agent-noun f. ply bend :- L. plicdre 
FOLD ; see PLY!, ~ER}, 


plight! plait Tdanger, risk OE.; (arch.) 
undertaking, engagement xu. OE. pliht = 
OFris., (M)Du. plicht, OHG. phliht (G. 
pflicht duty), f. Germ. *plex-, whence OE. 
pleoh peril, risk. In the second sense in 
mod. use prob. deduced from trothplight, 
which was orig. troth plight ‘plighted troth’. 
Hence plight vb. pledge, engage. xut1 (cf. 
OE. plihtan endanger, OHG. phlithten en- 
gage oneself, MDu. plichten guarantee). 


plight? plait A. Tfold, plait xiv (PPl.); B. 
condition, state xiv. Late ME. flit, plyt 
— AN. plit, var. of OF. ploit, pleit fold, 
PLAIT. In sense B perh. infl. by prec. 


plimsoll pli-msal name of Samuel Plimsoll, 
English politician, to whose agitation the 
Merchant Shipping Act of 1876 was largely 
due, in P.(’s) line, mark load-line on the hull 
of a ship. 


plinth plinp lower square member of the 
base of a column. xvir. — F. plinthe or L. 
plinthus (Vitruvius) - Gr. plínthos tile, brick, 
stone squared for building, prob. of alien 
origin. 

pliocene see eocene. 


pliosaurus plaio(u)sd-res extinct marine 

reptile so called because nearer to the 
saurian type than the ichthyosaurus. XIX. 
modL., f. plio-, var. of pleio-, repr. Gr. 
pletén more-+ satiros lizard. 
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plod plod walk heavily; toil laboriously. 





xvi. Of unkn. origin, but prob. symbolic: 
connexion with ME. plodde, pludde (dial. 
plud) puddle, is inappropriate in sense. 


plop plop imit. of the sound made by a 


smooth object dropping into water. XIX. 


plosive plowsiv (phon.) stop consonant. 


xx. — F. plosive. 


plot plot A. small piece of ground XI; B. 


tground-plan, scheme, outline xvr; plan of 
a literary work XVII; C. secret plan, con- 
spiracy XVI (Sh.). Properly three words; in 
A late OE. plot, of unkn. origin; in B altera- 
tion of plat (early xvi, now U.S.), which was 
orig. a var. of plot in sense A, now dial., or 
(as in grass plat, etc.), partly assoc. with late 
ME. plat flat place or space (- (O)F. plat, in 
modř. 'dish'); in C superseding earlier 
complot xv1 (—- (O)F. complot dense crowd, 
secret project, of unkn. origin) by assoc. 
with sense B. Hence plot vb. to make a 
plan of, contrive. xv1 (Spenser, Greene). 


plough, U.S. plow plau implement for 


cutting furrows in soil. Late OE. ploh (pl. 
plóges xi1) - ON. plégr = OF ris. ploch, OS. 
plog (Du. ploeg), E.Frank. phluog, MHG. 
pfluoc (G. pflug) :- Germ. *plozaz (whence 
OSI. plugt, Lith. plágas) —north Italic 
*blóg-, repr. by Langobardic L. plévum (cf. 
Lombardic $20, 'T'yrolese plof) and Rheetian 
plaumorati (Pliny), and prob. L. plaustrum, 
plostrum, ploxenum, -imum. The native 
OE. word was sulh (rel. to L. sulcus furrow) ; 
another Germ. form is ON. arór. Hence vb. 
xv. plou'ghrANp XIII unit of land assess- 
ment based on the area tillable by a team 
of eight oxen in a year. plou'gbSHARE XIV, 
cf. Du. ploegschaar, MHG. phluocschar 
(G. pflugschar). 


plover pl4:vori name of several grallatorial 


birds, (pop.) lapwing. xiv. — AN. plover, 
OF. plovier, plouvier (mod. pluvier, alt. after 
pluie rain) — It. piviere :- Rom. *ploviárius, 
*bluviárius, f. L. pluvia rain (see FLow?). 
(| The name is paralleled in the assoc. with 
rain by synon. Sp. pluvial, G. regenpfeifer 
‘rain-piper’, Eng. rainbird. 


pluck plak A. pull off, draw forcibly xiv; 


B. reject (a candidate) in an examination 
xvi. Late OE. ploccian, pluccian, corr. to 
MLG. plucken, MDu. plocken (Flem. plok- 
ken), ON. plokka, plukka :—- Germ. *plukkon, 
*-0jan, a parallel form with mutation 
*plukkjan being repr. by OE. *plyééan 
(ME. plicchen), (M)Du. plukken, (M)HG. 
pfliicken; prob. all to be referred to Rom. 
*piluccdre, whence OF. peluchier, ONF. 
pelukier, plusquier (mod. Norman and Picard 
pluquer pick, peck), Pr. pelugar, Cat. pellucdr, 
It. piluccare pluck (feathers, grapes), and 
with Ex-1, OF. espelucher, mod. éplucher 
pluck, Olt. spiluccarsi lick oneself (of 
cats), obscurely f. L. pilus hair, pie‘; cf. 
PLUSH, ‘The origin of sense B is obscure; 
connexion with the Oxford University 


PLUG 


practice of plucking the proctor’s gown at 
a degree ceremony as a challenge to the 
granting of a degree is not evidenced. Hence 
pluck sb. act of plucking xv; heart, liver, 
and lungs of a beast, as being ‘plucked’ out 
of the carcass (cf. synon. dial. gather) XVIL; 
(orig. pugilistic slang) ‘heart’, courage, 
‘guts’; cf. pluck up heart, etc. XVIIL 


plug plag piece of wood, etc. to stop a hole, 
etc. XVII; cock of water-pipe; tobacco 
pressed into a cake xviii. - MLG., MDu. 
plugge (Du. plug), of which there are by- 
forms, MLG. plügge (LG. plüg), and with 
different consonant, (M)LG. plock, pluck, 
MHG. pfloc, pflocke (G. pflock). (Sw. plugg, 
pligg, Da. plóg, plók are from LG., and Ir., 
Gael. pluc from Eng.) Ulterior origin un- 
known. Hence plug vb. xvir; cf. MLG., 
Du. pluggen. 


plug-ugly U.S. city ruffian. Of unkn. origin. 
XIX. 


plum plam (fruit of) the tree Prunus do- 
mestica OE.; dried grape or raisin (as in 
f. pudding) xvii. OE. plüme, corr. to 
MLG. plime, MHG. pflime (G. pflaume; 
in OHG. pfliimo plum-tree), ON. plóma 
(perh. - OE), with by-forms (M)LG., 
MDu. prime (Du. pruim), OHG., pfrüma 
-medL. priina (see PRUNE), orig. pl. of 
L. prünum plum (cf. prünus plum-tree), 

parallel to Gr. protimnon plum. The shorten- 
ing of the vowel, which may have been due 


to the comp. (OE.) plümtréow plum-tree 
(but cf. THUMB), appears XIV in the sp. | 


plumbe, but the orig. long vowel remains in 
north. dial. plim. 


plumage  plü:mids bird's covering of 
feathers. xv (Caxton). -(O)F. plumage, 
f. plume PLUME; see -AGE. 


plumb plam ball of lead attached to a line. 
XIII (now familiar chiefly in phr. out of p. 
out of the vertical, and p.-line xvi). ME. 
plumbe, prob. = OF. *plombe, repr. by plomme 
(xiv) sounding-lead :- Rom. *plunba ; later 
assim. to (O)F. plomb = Pr., Cat. plom 
(whence Sp. plomo), Pg. chumbo, It. piombo, 
Rum. plumb :— L. plumbum lead, of obscure 
origin, but prob. from the same source as 
synon. Gr. mólubdos, mólibos, bólimos, and 
adopted from a Mediterranean language. 
Hence plumb adj. vertical, adv. vertically. 
xiv ; plumb vb. sound with a plummet. xv1; 
cf. F. plomber. 


plumbago plambergou fyellow and red 

oxides of lead xvir; black lead, graphite 
XVIII: genus of plants, leadwort xvii. - L. 
plumbügó (i) lead ore, (u) leadwort, flea- 
wort, f. plumbum lead (see PLUMB); used in 
both senses by Pliny tr. Gr. molübdaina 
(Dioscorides). Hence plumbaginous plam- 
bee-d3inos. XVIII. 


plumber pla:nor worker in lead. XIV.= 
OF. plommier (mod. plombier) :- L. plumba- 
riu-s, f. plumbum ; see PLUMB, -ER*. 


PLUPERFECT 


plume plim feather (now spec.) XIV. 
— (O)F. plume — Pr. pluma, lt. piuma :—- L. 
plima (whence rare OE. pliimfeder) small soft 
feather, down, OHG. pflima (G. pflaum, 
fiaum, pflaumfeder), rel. to OPruss. plaux- 
dine feather-bed, Lith. plinksna feather. 
Hence plume vb. furnish with plumes xv; 
refl. of a bird, to dress its feathers. XVIII. 


plummer-block pl4:moiblok metal box 
or case for supporting a revolving shaft or 
journal. xix (also plumber-, plomer-). perh. 
f. a proper name. 


plummet pla-mit leaden weight attached 
to a line. xiv (Wycl. Bible). Late ME. 
plomet - OF. plommet, plombet, dim. of 
plomb; see PLUMB, -ET. 


plump! plamp fall or come down with 
heavy and abrupt impact XIV; trans. XV; 
blurt out XVI; vote for one candidate only 
xix, — (M)LG. plumpen = (M)Du. plompen 
fali into water (whence G. plumpen, Sw. 
plumpa, Da. plumpe); of imit. origin. Hence 
plump adv. xvi. In the last sense f. plump 
adv. (e.g. refuse plump, tvote plump); 
plumper (xvit) undivided vote. 


plump’ plamp fdull, blockish xv (Caxton); 
of full and rounded form xvr. Late ME. 
plompe- (M)Du. plomp, MLG. plomp, 
plump blunt, obtuse, unshapen, blockish 
(whence G. plump), perh. ult. identical with 
prec, With the second sense cf. MLG. 
plumpich ‘corpulentus’. 


plumule plü:mjüàl (bot.) rudimentary shoot, 
etc. XVi1; (ornith.) down-feather xix. — F. 
plumule or L. plümula (Columella), dim. of 
pliima PLUME; see -ULE, 


plunder pla-:ndaz rob forcibly; appropriate 
wrongfully, loot. xvi. =- (MDHG. plündern 
— (M)LG. plünderen pillage, sack, lit. to rob 
of household effects, f. MHG. plunder bed- 
clothes, clothing, household stuff (modG. 
lumber, trash); cf. MLG., MDu. plunde, 
plunne (LG. plünde, plünne) Du. plunje 
clothes, baggage. First found c. 1630 with 
ref. to the Thirty Years War, then from 
1642 with ref, to the Civil War in England 
and esp. the action of Prince Rupert’s forces. 
Hence plu:nder sb. action of plundering, 
goods plundered xvir; U.S. (prob. after 
Du. plunje) baggage XIX. 


plunge planz thrust or cast (oneself) ue 
liquid; also fig. xtv (Ch., Barbour). 
plungier, plongier (mod. plonger) :- d 
*blumbicare, f. L. plumbum lead ; see PLUMB. 


pluperfect plipd-afikt (gram.) pert. to a 
time earlier than some particular time in the 
past XVI; more than perfect xix. — modL. 
plüsperfectum, for L. (tempus prateritum) 
plüs quam perfectum '(past tense) more than 
perfect', tr. Gr. (xpóvos) UmepoavvreAós ; cf. 
F. plus-que-parfait. 
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PLURAL 


plural pluo-ral (gram.) denoting more than 
one (or two); also sb. xiv (PPl., 'Trevisa). 
Late ME. plurel — OF. plurel (mod. pluriel) 
- L. piürális (Quintilian) adj. with numerus, 
genitivus, also sb. (sc. numerus number), f. 
plür-, plüs more; see PLUS, -AL!. plu:ralrv? 
XIV (Wycl) So plurality plure:liti 
holding of two or more benefices con- 
currently by the same person xiv (PPI); 
state of being plural xiv (Trevisa); majority 
xvi (at first Sc., after F. pluralité): U.S. 
excess of votes polled by the leading candi- 
date above those polled by the next xix. 
— (O)F. pluralité = late L. plardlitds; in the 
sense ‘majority’ treated as an immed. deriv. 
of L. plür-, plis more. pluri- pluori comb. 
form of L. plür-, plus more, plüres several, 
used in various techn. terms of xix. The 
earliest ex. is pluripresence, coined by John- 
son )( omnipresence, 


plus plas with the addition of; verbal ren- 
dering of the sign +- xvir; (electr.) posi- 
tive(ly) xvi. = L. plūs more, earlier plous, 
perh. for *pleus (cf. pleores, old form of 
plüres several), f. *plé-, repr. also by Skr. 
prdyas most of the time, Av. frdyah- more 
numerous, sb. abundance, fráyo more, Gr. 
pléén, plées, pletstos, Oir. lia (= *pléis) more, 
ON. fleiri more, fleistr most numerous. Cf. 
MINUS. 


plus-fours plasfde-1z long wide knicker- 
bockers so called because four inches are 
added to the usual length to produce the 
overhang. XX. f. PLUS + pl. of FOUR. 


plush plaf kind of cloth having a longer nap 
than velvet. xvi (Nashe). = F. tpluche, 
contr. of peluche, f. OF. peluchier PLUCK 
= It. peluzzo, dim. of pelo (= F. poil, Pr. pel, 
Sp. pelo) :- L. pilus PILE’. 


plutocracy plüto:'kresi rule of wealth or 
the wealthy. xvit (Urquhart; thereafter not 
till xix), — Gr. ploutokratid, f. ploütos 
wealth, prob. rel. ult. to FULL; see -CRACY. 
Hence plutocnaT plü:toukrzt, xix. 


plutonic plüto:nik (geol.) pert. to the action 
of internal heat. xvui (Kirwan). f. Gr. 
Plotiton (Pluto) god of the infernal regions + 
-IC ; cf. F. plutonique (xv1). 


pluvial pla: ‘viel (eccl.) cope. xvii. - medL. 
pluviále ‘rain-cloak’, sb. use of n. of L. plu- 
viälis, f. pluvia, pluere rain, see =AL} plu- 
vious characterized by rain, rainy. XV. 


plyt plai (Sc.) plight, condition xv; fold, 
layer xvi (in earliest use Sc.); bend, turn, 
twist XVI (fig. from xvii). —(O)F. pli, f 
plier, tpleier (whence ply vb. bend, lit. and 
fig. xiv) :~L. plicdre; see FOLD? and cf. 
COMPLEX, EXPLICIT!, PERPLEX, PLAIT, REPLY. 


ply? plai apply, employ xiv (Ch., Gower) ; 
work away at; solicit earnestly XVI; (naut.) 
xvi. Aphetic of APPLY. 


pneumatic njumz ‘tik pert. to wind or air. 
XVIL = F, pneumatique or L. pneumaticus 
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PODGE 


(Vitruvius, Pliny)- Gr. pneumatikds, f. 
pneumat-, pneüma wind, breath, spirit, f. 
*^5ner- breathe, rel. to OE. fnéosan (see 
SNEEZE); see -IC, So Tpneuma-tical (some- 
what earlier). 


pneumonia njumounio inflammation of 
the lungs. xvi. — modL. pneumonia = Gr. 
pneumonid, f. bneumon-, -ón lung, alt., by 
assoc. with pnefn, pneüsai breathe, of pleu- 
mon, rel. to L. pulmo lung (cf. PULMONARY). 


po pou (colloq.) chamber-pot. xIX. repr. pro- 
nunc. of F. pot Por. 


poach! poutf cook (an egg) by dropping it 
without the shell into boiling water. xv 
(pocche, later potch; poach from xvii). - OF. 
pochier (mod. pocher) orig. enclose in a bag, 
f. poche bag, pocket, PoKE!. The vb. was 
preceded in Eng. use by pochee, eyron en 
poche, eggez pocchez dishes made from eggs. 


poach? pout[ encroach or trespass on land, 
etc., spec. steal game. XVII (‘Pocher le 
labeur d’autruy, to poche into, or incroach 
vpon, another mans imployment, practise, 
or trade’, Cotgr.; ‘to poach for power’, 
Dryden, 1682). perh.~(O)F. pocher in spec. 
use of ‘pocket’; see prec. and cf. slang use 


of bag vb. 


pochard, pockard  pou:tfo:d, pou:koid, 

po:- dun-bird, Fuligula or ZEthyia ferina. 
xvi. Of unkn. origin; for the ending cf. 
mallard, 


pock pok pustule OE.; pl. xiv (see rox). 
Late OE. poe, poce- = MLG. .. MDu. pocke 
(Du. pok, LG. pocke, whence G. pocke) :- 
Germ, *pukno-, f. *puk- (repr. also by OE. 
pohha, pocca bag, MHG. pfoch). 


pocket pockit bag, sack, as a measure of 
hops, wool, etc.; small pouch attached to 
a garment, xv. — AN. poket(e), dim. of poke 
POKE!, var. of OF. pochet, pochette (Norman 
dial. bouquet, -ette). In AL. poketa, pochettus 
POUCH. See -ET. Hence pocket vb. xvi; 
cf. F. pocheter. po:cket ha: ndkerchief. 
xvii (Mme D’Arblay). 


pod pod seed-vessel of leguminous and 
cruciferous plants., xvir. prob. back-forma- 
tion from dial. podware, podder (XVI), of 
unkn. origin, which succeeded to tcodware 
(see COD}, WARE}). 


podagra pə'dəgrə, podæ'grə gout. xv, 
—- L. podagra - Gr. poddgrá, f. pod-, pois 
FOOT-++-dgrd seizure, trap, f. a base meaning 
‘chase’, ‘catch’. Earlier Tpodagre (xu) 
- OF. 


podestà  podesta: magistrate in Italian 
cities, XVI. ~ It. podesta, earlier tpodestate 
(whence F. podestat, Eng. fpodestat(e) Xvi- 
xvin) += L. potestdtem, potestds power, 
authority, magistrate, f. pot- (see POTENT). 


podge pod; short fat person. xIX. var, of 
PUDGE. 


PODIUM 





podium pou'diam projecting base XVIII; 
(zool.) fore or hind foot xix. L., elevated 
place, balcony - Gr. pódion, dim. of pod-, 
potis FOOT. 


podo- po:dou, pódo: comb. form of Gr, pod-, 
potis FOOT. XVII. 


poem pou'im metrical composition, work 
in verse. XVI (expressed early by poesy). 
— (O)F. poème or L. poëma (Plautus) — Gr. 
póéma, early var. of poíéma work, fiction, 
poetical work, f. poein, poiein make, create, 
rel. to Skr. cinóti, cáyati assemble, heap up, 
construct, OSI. činů arrangement, series 
(base *quoi-). So poesy? pou'izi, -isi 
(arch.) poetry, poem XIV; tPosY xv (Lydeg.). 
— (O)F. poésie = Pr., Sp., It. poesta - CRom. 
*poésia, for L. poēsis =- Gr. póēsis, poiésis 
creation, poetry, poem; see -Y?. poet 
pourit writer of poetry. xii (Cursor M... 
—(O)F. poéte- L. fpoéta (Plautus) - Gr. 
poétes, poiétés maker, author, poet, po'et- 
ASTER. XVI (B. Jonson). -— modL. poetáster 
(Erasmus 1521), whence It., Sp. poetastro, 
F. tpoetastre; after philosophaster (Cicero). 
poetic poue-tik. xvi. — (O)F. poétique — L. 
poéticus- Gr. po(i)éttkds. poerticaL. xiv 
(Ch. ; rare before xvi). poe'tics treatise on 
poetry, as that of Aristotle. xviir. poetry 
pou'ítri composition in verse, XIV (Ch., 
who knew the ‘Nova Poetria’ of Gaufrei de 
Vinsauf or Galfridus Anglicus, c.1200, in 
which, as in other early works, poetria means 
the poetic art). - medL. poétria (vit), f. L. 
poéta, prob. after L. geometria GEOMETRY. 
q There is no contact with L. poétria — Gr. 
počtria poetess. 
pogrom pogro-m, po:grom organized mas- 
sacre in Russia. xx. ~ Russ. pogróm devasta- 
tion, destruction, f. gromit’ destroy. 


poignant poirnont sharp, pungen-. XIV 
(Ch.). - (O)F. poignant :— L. pungent-, -éns, 
prp. of pungere prick ; cf. POINT and see -ANT. 

poilu pwa:li French private soldier. xx. 
slang sb. use of F. poilu hairy, (sl.) bold, 
determined, (sb.) stout fellow, fighting 
man, f. poil hair :— L. pilus PILE?. 


poinsettia poinse:tio Mexican species of 
Euphorbia. xix. modL., f. name of J. P. 
Poinsett, American minister to Mexico, dis- 
coverer of the plant; see -1A!. 


point point A. minute part or particle XIII; 
small mark, dot ; precise position, time, fact, 
or quality xiv; B. sharp end xiv. In À 
~ (O)F. point, in B—(O)F. pointe, repr. re- 
spectively L. punctum (whence also Pr. punt, 
Sp., It. punto, Pg. ponto), sb. use of n. pp. 
of pungere prick, pierce (cf. PUNGENT), and 
Rom. (medL.) puncta (whence also Pr. 
ponta, Sp., It. punta, Pg. poncha), corr. use of 
the fem pp. Q The phonetic coalescence 
in Eng. of point with pointe combines groups 
of meaning that are kept apart formally in 
other langs. (sometimes by distinct words, 
as in G. stich and spitze). So point vb. XIV. 
Partly - (O)F. pointer (cf. Sp. puntar, It. 





POKER 


puntare, medL. punctáre), partly f. the sb. ; 
hence pointer! in techn. uses from ¢.1500; 
rod to point with xvir; dog that indicates 
position of game xvilI. Comps. point- 
blank direct (horizontal) aim or range; 
also adj. and adv. (xvr, Digges), of unkn. 
origin, but presumed to involve the sb. 
blank ‘white spot in a target'; point- 
device (arch.), orig. at p. d., perfectly, pre- 
cisely xiv (Ch.); later adj. and adv. without 
at ; of unkn. origin, but poss. based on AN. 
*4 point devis ‘arranged to perfection’, which 
may have combined OF. à point to perfec- 
tion, and dà devis in good order. 





pointillism pwe:ntilizm method of impres- 
sionist painters consisting in the use of 
small dots of colour. xix. — F. pointillisme, 
f. pointiller mark with small points or dots, 
f. pointille ~ It. puntiglio, f. punto POINT ; see 
-ISM. 


poise poiz fweight xv; balance, equilibrium 
XVI. — OF. pois (mod. poids), earlier peis = 
Pr., Cat. pes, Sp., Pg., It. peso :- CRom. 
*pésum, for L. pénsum weight, sb. use of n. 
of pp. of pendere weigh, rel. to pendére (see 
PENDENT). So poise vb. Tweigh xiv; place 
or hold in equilibrium xvr. f. OF. poise, var. 
of peise (whence ME. perse, dial. peise, paise), 
stem-stressed form of peser = Pr. pezar, 
Sp. pesar, lt. pesare :- Rom. *pésáre, for 
L. pénsáre, frequent. of pendere. 


poison porzn T(deadly) potion xim; sub- 
stance introduced into an organism that 
destroys life or injures health xtv (Trevisa). 
ME. puison, poison — OF. puison, (also mod.) 
poison (in OF. magic potion) = Pr. pozó, 
OSp. pozon poison, Pg. poção medicine, It. 
pozione drink :- L. potidn(em) POTION. So 
poison vb. xin. - OF. pozsonner (super- 
seded by empoisonner). 


poissarde pwa:sard French market-woman 
XVIII; French fishwife xix. — F. poíissarde 
low foul-mouthed woman, (assoc. with 
poisson fish) fishwife, fem. of poissard pick- 
pocket, rogue, f. potx PITCH?, lit. ‘to whom 
things stick like pitch’; see -ARD. 


poitrel poi:trél breastplate ; stiff stomacher. 
xv. -OF. poitral, earlier peitral = L. 
pectorGle PECTORAL. 


poke! pouk bag, small sack (now dial. 
except in ‘to buy a pig in a poke’). xir. 
— ONF. poque, poke (cf. AL. poca), var. of 
(O)F. poche (cf. PoucH). 


poke? pouk thrust with the finger or a 
pointed instrument. xıv (Ch., Wyclif). 
-(MDLG., (M)Du. poken (whence perh. 
OF. poquer thrust out), of unkn. origin. 
Hence (prob.) poke sb. projecting brim of 
a bonnet. XVIII; so p.-bonnet. xrx. po-ker! 
instrument for poking a fire. XVI. 


poker? poukoi card-game, a variety of 
brag. XIX. orig. U.S., of doubtful origin, but 
cf. G. poch(spiel) ‘bragging game’, f. pochen 
brag, perh. cogn. with POKE?’, 
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polacre polātkər, polacca polæ'kə three- 
masted merchant ship of the Mediterranean. 
xvir (Purchas). ~F. polacre, polaque, It. 
polacra, polacca = Sp., Pg. polacra (whence 
Du. polaak, G. polack(e), polacker) ; identical 
with the words meaning POLISH, POLE. 


poldavy  poldeivi, poldavis  poldervis 
(naut.) coarse canvas. XV. prob. orig. coll. 
pl. goldavis, for *poldavides, f. Poldavide 
town. in Brittany, whence the art of making 
the stuff was introduced. 


polder pou:ldoz low-lying land reclaimed 
from the sea. XVII. repr. in place-names 
from xi, e.g. Poldreham Powderham, Polre 
Poldhurst, Polr Polders, of doubtful exis- 
tence in OE. and prob.- MDu. polre, 
(mod.) polder (whence also G. polder). 


pole! poul (orig.) stake; (later) long slender 
piece of wood used as a support OE. ; linear 
measure of 54 yards Xvi; square measure of 
304 yards xvii. Late OE. pál, corr. to OFris., 
(M)LG. pal, MDu. pael (Du. paal), OHG. 
phal (G. pfahl), ON. pall; CGerm. (exc. 
Gothic) - L. palus stake, prop = *pdkslos, 
f. *pag- *pak- (cf. PACT, etc.). 


pole? poul each of the two points in the 
celestial sphere xiv (Ch.); each extremity 
(north and south) of the earth's axis; each 
of two opposite points on surface of magnet 
at which magnetic forces are manifested xvi. 
= L. polus end of an axis = Gr. pólos pivot, 
axis (see WHEEL).Cf. F. péle, in part the source. 
So po-lar. xvi (Recorde). — F. polaire, It. 
polare, or modL.. polaris; whence polarity 
poule-riti. xvii (Sir T. Browne). polarize. 
XIX (1811). — F. polariser (Malus). 


Pole poul +Poland, country of E. Europe 
XVI; native of this xvil. —G. Pole, sg. of 
Polen, in MHG. Poldn, pl. -dne ~ Polish 
Poljane ‘ficid-dwellers’, f. pole feld. So 
Po-lack (obs. in England; U.S. immigrant 
from Poland). xvii (earlier ¢Polaker). = F, 
Polaque, G. Polack = Pol. Polak. Hence 
Po-lisu! (the language is Western Slavonic). 
XVIII. Cf. POLACRE. 


-pole poul terminal el. repr. (partly through 
I. -pole, L. -pola) Gr. -pélés seller, dealer, 
f. polein sell, f. a widespread IE. base. 

poleaxe pou'leks battle-axe xiv; halbert 
xvi. ME. poll)x, -ex - MDu. pol(l)aex, 
MLG. pol(lexe, f. pol, polle POLL! +- zn AXE; 
later assoc. with POLE!. 


polecat pou'lket Putorius fcetidus, of the 
weasel family. xiv (polcat). he first el. is 
of unkn. origin (OF. pole, poule chicken, 
fowl, has been suggested; see PULLET), the 
second is CAT. 


polemarch po-limáik military commander- 
in-chief. xvit. — Gr. polémarkhos, f. pólemos 
War; see -ARCH. 


polemic  póle:mik disputatious, contro- 
versial. xvi.  — medL. polémicus — Gr. 
polemikós, f. pólemos war; see -ic. Also 
pole: micar xvil. 


polenta pédle-nta porridge made from bar- 
lev, chestnut meal, etc. XVI. = It. polenta 
:- L. polenta pearl barley, rel. to POLLEN. 


police poli:s, (formerly) po:lis (as still in 
Scotland and Ireland) tpolicy; fcivil orga- 
nization XVI; civil administration regu- 
lating public order (first with ref. to France, 
and to Scotland, where Commissioners of 
Police were established by Queen Anne, 
13 December 1714); civil force appointed 
to maintain public order xvii (the Nez P. 
was established for London in 1829). =F. 
police - medL. politia for L. politia; see 
POLICY, POLITY., Hence poli-ceMAN! XIX 
(1829), -WOMAN (1853). 


policy! po-lisi Tgovernment, administration 
xiV (Ch., Gower); prudence in procedure; 
course of action deemed expedient. xv 
(Lydg.). - OF, policie (in first sense) — L. 
politia POLITY. Cf. POLICE. 


policy? po'lisi in full p. of assurance or in- 
surance document containing an undertaking 
to pay certain sums for loss of property, 
xvi. Earliest form police (tr. F. document); 
= F, police — Pr. polissa, -issia, Cat. -ice = Sp. 
póliza, Pg. apólice, It. polizza prob. :-medL. 
apédissa, -ixa, alt. of L. apodixis - Gr. apd- 
deixis demonstration, proof, f. apodeikntinat 
(see APODEICTIC), 


poliomyelitis podliou-, pou:lioumaiolai-tis 
(path.) inflammation of the grey matter of 
the spinal cord. xix. modL., f. Gr. poliós 
grey + muelés marrow; see -ITIS. abbrev. 
polio. xx. 


poliorcetic po:liouse-tik pert. to siegecraft. 

xIx (De Quincey). —- Gr. poliorhétikós, f. 
poltorkefn besiege a city, f. polis city -- orkefn 
besiege. So po:liorce' tics. xvi. 


-polis polis repr. Gr. pó/is city, as in METRO- 
POLIS, NECROPOLIS ; occas. used in the form 
-opolis (see -0-) to form nicknames of towns, 
e.g. Cottonopolis (Manchester), Porkopolis 
(Chicago). 


polish po-lif make smooth (and glossy) by 
friction xl (Cursor M.); refine xiv. ME. 
polis(s — poliss-, lengthened stem of (OJF. 
polir - L. polire, which has been linked as 
a possible fuller's term with Germ. *fe/t- of 
FELT; see -18H? and POLITE, 


Polish see Po er. 


polite polart Tpolished xv; polished, re- 
fined xvi; of refined courteous manners 
XVII. — L. politus, pp. of poltre POLISH. 


politic politik political; characterized by 
policy, shrewd, judicious xv (Lydg.) sb. pl. 
science and art of government xv1 (Skelton) ; 
political affairs or life xvii. - (O)F. politique 
(one of an opportunist party c. 1573, tempo- 
rizer) ~ L.. politicus — Gr. politikds civic, civil, 
political (used sb. as m. sg., fem. sg., n. pl.), 
f. polités citizen, f. pólis city, state; see -1C. 
So politicar pólrtikoal pert. to the state 
XVI (T. Wilson) ; comb. form poli tico- xvir1 
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(Fielding); politr-CiAN Tschemer, intriguer ; 
one versed in politics. xvi. polity po-liti 
civil organization, form of government. XVI. 
- L. politia (Cicero) - Gr. politeía. 


polka poko, poulko lively dance of 
Bohemian origin, danced at Prague in 1835, 
in London in 1842. - G., F. polka — Czech 
pulka ‘half-step’, f. pul half. Cf. MAzURKA. 


poll’ poul A. human head xi11; B. counting 
by heads (Sh.), (hence) of votes xvii. perh. 
of LDu. origin (cf. obs. Du., LG. folle); 
but OE. poll in place-names, poss. meaning 
‘hill’, may have orig. meant ‘head’. Hence 
poll vb. in various senses of independent 
derivation: cut short, cut off the hair of 
XIII (pp. pollid); cut off the head or top 
of xvi; count heads, record votes XVII. 


poll? poul in poll deed, deed poll, legal writ- 
ing polled or cut even at the edge (not 
indented). xvi. orig. for pold, polled, pp. 
of poll vb. (see prec.). 


Poll pol var. of and contemp. with POLLY 
xvit (Pall), as proper name of a parrot; alt. 
of Moll (xvi); see MOLL. 


pollack po'lək sea-fish allied to the cod. 
XvII, Earlier Sc. podlok (xvi), later podley ; 
of unkn. origin. 


pollard po-leid horned animal that has lost 
its horns xvi; tree that has been polled or 
cut back xvii, f. PoLL!---ARD. Hence vb. 
xvII (Evelyn). €j Perh. earlier as a name of 
the bare xiv (pollart). 


pollen po-in Tfine flour xvi ; (bot.) powdery 

substance produced by the anther XVIII. 
-L. pollen flour, fine powder, rel. more 
immed. to POLENTA, pulvis POWDER, puls, 
pult- PULSE’. 


pollicitation polisitei-fan promising, pro- 
mise (spec, leg.). xvi. — F. or L. pollicitātið, 
f. pollicitàri bid at auction, f. pollicērī pro- 
mise ; See -ATION. 


polliwog, polly- poa-liwog (dial. and U.S.) 
tadpole. xv. Late ME. polwygle, later 
forwigle (xvi), polwigge (xvi), pollizig, 
folliwog (X1x) ; f. POLLI -+ WIGGLE and synon. 
dial. wig, alt. by assim. of the vowels of 
initial and final sylls. 


pollute polit render impure. xiv (Wycl. 
Bible; pollute pp. in Ch. and Wyclif). f. 
pollit-, pp. stem of L. polluere, f. *por- PRO-* 
-+ base of lutum mud. So pollution. xiv. 
- (O)F. pollution or late L. pollitio(n-). 


Polly, polly poli female name used for 
a parrot. XVII (Poolye, B. Jonson). dim. of 
Porr; see -x*. 


polo poulou ball game of Oriental origin, 
first introduced at Calcutta from native 
Indian practice. xıx, — Balti (Indus valley) 


polo ball = Tibetan pulu. 


polonaise polenei-z female dress orig. 
suggested by that of Polish women; slow 


dance of Polish origin. xvu. — F. polonaise 
(sc. robe dress, danse dance), sb. use of fem. 
of polonais Polish, f. medL. Polōnia Poland 
(cf. Pore). 


polonium (chem.) palou-niem radio-active 
metallic element. x1x. = F. (modL.) polo- 
nium, f. medL. Polénia Poland (see -1uM); 
so called from the Polish nationality of 
Mme Curie, who, with her husband, dis- 
covered it in pitchblende. 


polony polou:ni sausage of partly cooked 

pork. xvi (pullony sausage). prob. for 
Bolognian sausage (xvi, Nashe), Bologna, 
a town in Italy, being noted for a kind of 
sausage. 


poltergeist po-lto1gaist noisy mischievous 
ghost. xix. G., f. poltern make a noise, 
create a disturbance + geist GHOST. 


poltroon poltra'n cowardly or mean- 
spirited wretch. xvi (Skelton). — F. poltron, 
tpoultron—It. poltrone sluggard, coward 
(cf. medL. pultro xii St. Francis), perh. f. 
tpoltro bed (as if ‘lie-abed’). 


poly- poli, polit repr. Gr. polu-, comb. 
form of polis, poli much, pl. pollof many 
(cf. Skr. purtis, Olr. hil, OHG. filu, G. viel, 
OE. fela, and FULL); in many techn. terms. 
polyanthus -æ'nþəs cultivated type of 
primula. xviir. modL. (Gr. dnthos flower) ; 
polychrome -kroum work of art, etc. 1n 
various colours. xix. — F.- Gr. polükhró- 
mos (khréma colour); poly-gamous. XVII 
(Purchas), practising poly-gamy*® marriage 
with several at once (xvi). — F. poly- 
gamie (Calvin) -ecclGr. polugamia (gdmos 
marriage); polyglot po-liglt (one) who 
speaks or writes, a work in, several languages. 
xvir. — F. polyglotte — Gr. polüglóttos (glótta 
tongue); polyGoN po-digon (geom.) many- 
sided figure. xvi (Digges). — late L. poly- 
gónum — Gr. poltigonon, sb. use of n. of adj. 
-gónos. So poly- gona xviII, }=-ZOMOUS XVII ; 
polyhedron -hi-dron, -he:dron many-sided 
solid. xvi (Billingsley). - Gr. poluedron 
(hédra base, side); po:lymath person of 
varied learning. xviI (Burton). — Gr. polu- 
mathés (manthdnein learn); polynomial 
-nou'mial (math.) consisting of many terms. 
xvii. f. modL. polynomius, after binomial; 
polysy:LLABLE word of many syllables. xvi. 
f. medL. polysyllaba (sc. vox word); po:ly- 
SYNTHE'TIC (cryst.); (philol) combining 
several words of a sentence into one. XIX. 
f. Gr. polusnthetos; polyrE:'CHN1C dealing 
with various arts. XIX —F. polytechnique 
(École p. 1795), £. Gr. poliitekhnos; poly- 
THEISM po'lipüizm belief in many gods. 
xvii. =F, polythéisme, £. Gr. polítheos; 
polyzoa polizou‘s (zool.) class of colonial 
aquatic invertebrates. xix. modL., f. Gr. 
zóion animal; see ZoO-, -A?. 


polygonum  poligonom genus of plants 
(Knotgrass, etc.). xviii. modL. (cf. -os, -us, 
-on Pliny) ~ Gr. polügonon, f. pélus POLY-+ 
gónu KNEE. 
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polyp polip foctopus, cuttle-fish, or the | pompadour po'mpəduəs designating dress, 


like xvi; applied gen. to animals of low 
organization XVIII. = F. polype = L. polypus. 


polypus pə'lipəs thydra, octopus, etc., 


furniture, colour, etc. named after the Mar- 
quise de Pompadour, mistress of Louis XV 
of France. XVIII. 


polyp ; (path.) tumour usu. having ramifica- | pom-pom po-mpom Maxim automatic 


tions like the tentacles of a polyp. xvi. -= L. 
polypus ~ Doric, Lolic pélupos, var. of Attic 
polüpous cuttle-fish, f. polis POLY--+ pots 
FOOT. 


pomace pa:mis mash of crushed apples in 
cider-making. xvi(pomes,pomois) -—medL. 


quick-firing gun. 1899. imit. of the sound 
of the discharge. 


pompon po:mpon ornament on a long pin 


XVIII; globular chrysanthemum xix. - F. 
pompon, of unkn, origin. 


põmäãcium cider (f. L. põmum apple), with poncho po'ntfou S. Amer. cloak. xvirr. — 


transference of sense. 


S. Amer. Sp. poncho = Araucanian poncho. 


pomade pomi-d scented ointment for the pond pond small body of still water, orig. 


skin and hair (in which apples are said to 
have been orig. an ingredient). xvi (pomade, 
also pomado). — F. pommade ~ It. pomata 
:- medL. *5omáta; fem. corr. to n. poma- 


of artificial formation. xuri. ME. ponde, 
poonde, pounde, identical with POUND’, 
which survives dial. in this sense; but the 
vocalism is obscure. 


tum poumei‘tom (f. L. pomum, as prec.), | ponder pondoz testimate the value of; 


also used in Eng. from xvi: see -ADE. 


pomander po:mondos, póm:c:ndox ball of 
aromatic substances carried as a preserva- 
tive against infection. xv. The orig. form 
is repr. by pom(e)amber (xv1)- AN. *pome 
ambre, for OF. pome d'ambre - medL. pomum 


weigh mentally, meditate upon XIV; intr. 
xvii (Sh.). — (O)F. pondérer consider (mod. 
pondérer balance, moderate) - L. ponderare 
weigh, reflect upon, f. fonder-, pondus 
weight, rel. to pendere weigh (see PENDENT, 
POISE, and cf. PREPONDERATE). 


ambra, pomum de ambra ‘apple of AMBER’. ponderous po:ndoros physically weighty 


pomegranate po-mgranot fruit of the tree 
Punica Granatum, a large roundish many- 


XIV ; laboured in manner xvrir. — L. ponderó- 
sus, f. ponder-, bondus ; see prec., -OUS. 


celled berry with many seeds. xiv. The pone poun bread of N. Amer. Indians 


earliest forms have poum- and metathetic 
-garnet, -garnade. -OF. pome grenate, p. 
garnate, etc., i.e. pome (:- Rom. *péma for 
L. pdmum) apple, grenate (mod. grenade) 


made of maize flour. xvni. = Algonquian, 
with vars. apone, oppone, perh. orig. pp. 
‘baked’. 


pomegranate == Sp. granada, It. granata | POMgee po'n-, pa'ndsi unbleached Chinese 


:- Rom. *gránáta for L. (málum) gránátum 
‘apple having many seeds’ (see GRAIN); corr. 
to medL. pomum gránátum, póma grándáta. 


silk. xvur. ~N. Chinese pun-chi = Man- 
darin pun-ki ‘own loom’ or pun-cheh ‘own 
weaving’, 1.e. home-made. 


Pomeranian pomoreinion pert. to Pome- | PORSO po'ggou large anthropoid ape. xvi. 


rania, district on the south-east coast of 


— Congolese mpongo, mpongi, impungu. 


the Baltic Sea. xvir (P. puppy); see -1AN. | poniard po'njoid dagger. xvi (Sh.). -F. 


abbrev. pom. xx. 


pomi- poumi comb. form of L. pómum 
fruit, apple, e.g. pomt-FEROUS. XVII. 


pommel paml Tround body or promi- 
nence; knob terminating the hilt of a sword 
xiv (R. Mannyng); saddle-bow xv. — OF. 
pomel (mod. pommeau) = Pr. pomel, It. 
pomello :- Rom. *pdmellum, dim. of 
pómum fruit, apple. Hence vb. beat as with 
a pommel. XVI. 


pomology poumo:lad3i fruit-culture., xix. 
- modL. podmologia, f. L. pomum fruit, apple; 
see -LOGY, -OLOGY. 


pomp  pomp splendour, magnificence; 
ostentatious display (surviving in echoes of 


poignard, repl. OF. poignal (cf. Pr. coltel 
ponhal, Sp. puñal, lt. pugnale) ~ medL. 
pugnális, n. -dle, f. L. pugnus fist, rel. to 
pugil PUGILIST ; cf. -ARD. 


pontiff po'ntif member of the principal col- 


lege of priests in ancient Rome; bishop, 
spec. pope. XVII. — F. pontife — L. pontifex, 
-fic- (also used in Eng. xvi), f. ponti-, pons 
(see next) + -fic-, facere make, DOL So 
pontificaL adj. xv; sb. pl. bishop's vest- 
ments xIv; book of episcopal rites xvi. — L. 
po:ntificalibus : -kei-libas, -ka--, orig. and 
prop. in phr. (medL.) £x pontificalibus in 
pontifical robes (xiv), abl. of n. pl. pontifi- 
cülia used sb. pontificATE? officiate as 
bishop. xIx. f. pp. of medL. portificàáre. 


the liturgical formula in the rite of bapt- | pontoon! pontü'n boat (or other vessel), of 


ism, the Devil and all his pomps, repr. ChrL. 
pompa or pompæ diaboli, orig. the processions 
and shows assoc. with pagan worship). xIV 
(R. Mannyng, Rolle). —(O)F. pompe = L. 
pompa = Gr. pompë sending, solemn pro- 
cession, train, parade, display, rel. to pémpein 
send. So po:mpous. xiv (Ch). - (O)F. 
pompeux —- late L. pompósus. 
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which a number are used to support a tem- 
porary bridge. xv11(ponton), — (O)F. ponton 
:- L. pontd(n-) punt, bridge of boats, f. pont-, 
pons bridge, rel. to Indo-Iran. and Balto- 
Slav. words, with Gr. pátos, meaning ‘road’, 
‘path’, but the relevance of the sense in 
PONTIFF (if this is ‘path-maker’) is not clear; 
see -OON and cf, PUNT?, 


PONTOON 


pontoon? pontü:n (army sl.) alt. of F. vingt- 
(et-)un *twenty-one' (card game), by assim. 
to prec. XX. 


pony pouni small horse. xvii, orig. Sc. 
pown(e)y (cf. “Pony, a little Scotch horse’, 
Bailey’s Dict. 1730), of uncertain origin; 


perh. for *poulney-F. poulenet, dim. of 


poulain foal :- late L. pullàmen, orig. coll. 
f. L. pullus young animal (cf. FOAL). 


pood pid Russian weight (36 ]b.). xvi. 
- Russ. pud — LG. or ON. pund POUND}. 


poodle pü:dl breed of pet dog. xix. =- G. 
pudel, taken to be short for pudelhund, f. 
pudeln splash in water, the poodle being a 
water-dog. 


poof puf int. (repr. a puff of breath) ex- 
pressing contempt. xIx. Cf. F. pouf. 


pooh pu excl. of impatience or disdain XVII 
(Sh.; pwh, pugh, later poh). Also redupl. 
XVII (pough pough; cf. pup xvi and prec.). 


Pooh-Bah piba> name of a character in 
W. 5S. Gilbert’s “The Mikado’ (1885) who 
holds many offices at the same time; joc. 
made up from the disdainful excls. PooH 
and BAH. 


pool! pül small body of still water. OF. 
pél = OF ris.. (M)LG., MDu. pal (Du. 
poel), OHG., pfuol (G. pfuhl), f. WGerm. 
*pol-, rel. to OE. pyll creek (dial. pill, of the 


Severn estuary); further relations uncertain. 


pool? pil collective amount of stakes in a 
card-game, tgame at cards xvi1; transf. of 
other games or contests in which the com- 
petitors contribute a sum, (hence) common 
fund, combine xix. — F. poule stake, prop. 
hen (perh. orig. one set as the target and 
prize in a game, as in the old jeu de la poule 
‘game of the hen!) :- medL. pulla, fem. of 
L. pullus young animal, FOAL ; cf. Sp. polla 
(whence It. puglia) hen (see PULLET), stake 
at hombre, Walloon pote; assoc. with PooL! 
was prob. furthered by the identification of 
fish (in the pool) with F. fiche counter, 
FISH?, Hence vb. xrx. 


poop püp stern ofa ship. xv(poupe, pouppe 
Caxton, po(p)e) - OF. pupe, pope (mod. 
poupe) = Pr., Sp. popa, It. poppa :- Rom. 
*puppa, for L. puppis stern. 


poor puoi having few or no possessions. 
xu (La3.). ME. povere, pouere, poure, pore 
- OF. povre, (also dial.) poure (mod. pauvre) 
= Pr, paubre, paure, Sp. pobre, It. povero :- 
L. pauper (Rom. *pauperus) ; see FEW and cf. 
POVERTY. @ For similar loss of v before r 
cf, CURFEW, KERCHIEF, LORD. 


pop pop sb., vb., int., and adv., of imit. 
origin. The earliest uses (xiv), surviving 
dial., of sb. and vb. have reference to rap- 
ping or knocking; not recorded for abrupt 
explosive sound before xvi (as int. and adv. 
only xvi); vb. put, pass, move suddenly 
xvi (Skelton); (sl.) pawn xvur (Fielding); 
pop the question XVIII; sb. effervescing 


POPPY 


beverage xIx (Southey). comps. po'p-CoRN? 
for popped corn x1x (U.S.); po'p-eyed, 
-eyes (having) prominent eyes XIX; po':p- 
GUN xvil (Hobbes); po*pping CREASE 
(cricket) XVIII. 


pope! poup the Head of the R.C. Ch. OE. 

papa — ecclL. papa bishop (Tertullian, Pru- 
dentius), from the time of Leo the Great 
(v) applied spec. to the Bishop of Rome 
-ecclGr. papas, papds bishop, patriarch, 
later form of pdppas father (see PAPA). Cf. 
F. pape, Sp., Pg., It. papa; of CEur. range: 
OS. pábos, (M)Du. paus, MHG. bdbes(t), 
G. papst, ult. = OF. papes; cf. OSI. papeži 
from HG.). Hence po:pERY the Roman 
Catholic religion or ecclesiastical system. 
xvr (Tindale). po:pisH!l. xvi. 


pope? poup parish priest of the Orthodox 
Church in Russia, etc. xvir. — Russ. (OSl.) 
popü -WGerm. *papo (cf. OHG. pfaffo) 
~ later Gr. pdpas; see PAPA, POPE’. 


popinjay po-pindgzei (arch.) parrot XIII; 
vain or conceited person xvi. ME. pape(n)taz, 
pope(nyay, -gay — AN. papeiaye, OF. pape- 
gay, papingay (mod. papegai) - Sp. papagayo 
(cf. Pr. papagai, Pg. papagaio; G. papagei, 
Du. papegaai are from Rom.) — Arab. baba- 
ghd (whence also medGr. papagds, Pers. 
bapghd): for intrusive n cf. MESSENGER ; the 
final syll. is assim. to Jay. Q vars. in Eur. 
langs. are: OF, papegau (whence Sc. papingo 
XVI) = Cat. papagal, It. pappagallo, medL. 
pap(p)agallus, modGr. papagdllos, MHG. 
papegán, medL. papagen, Russ. popugdi; 
MLG. papagoie, Sw. papegoja, Da. papegore. 


poplar po-ploz tree of the genus Populus. 
xiv (Wycl. Bible, Trevisa, Ch.). ME. 
popler(e) - AN. popler, OF. poplier (mod. 
peuplier, with -ier characteristic of tree- 
names), f. pople (mod. dial. peuple; whence 
Eng. popple xiv, now dial. and U.S.) = Cat. 
poll, Sp. poblo :- L. pópulus. Q With the 
form poplar (xvi) cf. contemp. briar, cedar, 
medlar. 


poplin po:plin mixed woven fabric. XVIII. 
- F. tpapeline, dubiously held to be from 
It. papalina, sb. use of fem. of papalino 
PAPAL, and to be so named because orig. 
manufactured at Avignon, which was a 
papal town from 1309 to 1791; see -INE!, 
q| F. popeline appears to be from English. 


poppet po'pit small person or human 
figure, (hence) pet xiv (Cb.); Tpuppet xv1; 
(naut.) short piece of wood xix. Of obscure 
origin; based ult. on L. pupa, puppa girl, 
doll; cf. PUPPET, and see -ET. 


popple po:pl tumble as water, boil or 
bubble up. xiv. prob.— (M)Du. fopelen 
murmur, babble, quiver, throb, imit. origin. 
Hence sb. and po:pplvy!'. xix. 


poppy po'pi plant of the genus Papaver. 
OE. popag, papeg, later popig :- *papdg, 
*popag, for *pdpau-medL. *papauum 
(whence OF. pavou, mod. pavot), alt. of L. 
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POPSY-WOPSY 


papáver (whence It. papavero). @ Of wide 
Eur. extent, with various modifications ; but 
the oldest IE. word for the plant (not Italic 
or Celtic) is repr. by G. mohn, Gr. mékon, 
OSI. maki. 


popsy-wopsy po'psiwopsi endearing ap- 
pellation for a girl. xix. redupl. formation 
on dial. fop (f. POPPET) - -SY. 


populace po:pjülos mass of the people. xvi. 
—-F. populace- lt. popolaccio, -azzo, 
popolo PEOPLE, with pejorative suffix (:- L. 
-dceus -ACEOUS). So popular popjiloz 
pert. to the people xv; finding favour with 
the people xvir. ~ AN. populer, OF. popu- 
leir (aterand mod. populaire) or L. populáris, 
f. populus PEOPLE. Hence (or — F.) popu- 
larirTvY -ze'riti xvi po'pularizEe xvir. 
populate? po pjüleit people, inhabit. XVI. 
f. pp. stem of medL. populāre, f. populus. 
popula:TIoN Tinhabited place xvr; number 
of people xvr1 (Bacon). - late L. populd- 
tio(n-) (Sedulius), f. L. populus; so in (O)F. 
po-pulous full of people. xv. — late L. popu- 
losus. Q CI.L. populari = ravage, pillage. 


porcelain põ'rslin fine kind of earthen- 
ware. XVI. The earliest forms in -ana, -an 
are It. or immed. — It. ; superseded by forms 
- F. porcelaine, earlier pourcelaine ~ It. por- 
cellana (xin, Marco Polo} Venus shell, 
cowrie, polished substance of this, (hence) 
china ware (from its resemblance to this 
substance), deriv. in fem. adj. form of 
porcella, dim. of porca sow :- L. porca, fem. 
of porcus swine (see PORK); the shells are 
said to have been so named from their re- 
semblance to the vulva of a sow (cf. L. porcus 
‘pudendum’, Varro, tr. Gr. yotpos). Cf. Sp., 
Pg. porcelana, Du. porselein, G. porzellan, 
Sw. porslin, Da. porcellæn. 


porch pditf covered approach to a building 
XII; the P., allusively with ref. to the Stoic 
school xvii. — (O)F. porche — Pr. porge, It. 
portico PORTICO :- L. porticus colonnade, 
gallery, porch (rendering Gr. o7óa; cf. 
Stoic), f. porta ‘passage’, PORT?. 


porcine pdssain swine-like. xvir. =F. 
porcin, -ine or L. porcīnus, f. porcus swine; 
see PORK, -INE!. 


porcupine pó'ikjüpain rodent of the genus 
Hystrix bearing defensive spines. xiv. ME. 
porc despyne, later porke-, porcupine (cf. AL. 
porcupina XV)- OF. porc espin (also porc 
d'espine), mod. porc-épic — Pr. porc espi(n) — 
Sp. puerco espin, etc. :- Rom. *porcospinus, 
f. L. porcus pig, PORK-l-spinus SPINE. Many 
vars. are found showing kinds of assim.; 
porkespick (xvi-xvit) is after the modF. 
form; porpentine (xVI-XVII) is obscure; the 
present form shows assim. to L. porcus. 


pore! por minute orifice in a body. xiv 
(Trevisa) -(O)F. pore, corr. to Sp., It. 
poro = L. porus- Gr. póros passage, pore, 
f. *por- *per- *pr; see FARE, FORD, PORT. So 
porous. XIV. -(O)F. poreux —- medL. pord- 
$us. porosity. xiv (Trevisa). -medL. 


PORT 


pore? p3or look intently. xir (King Horn). 
ME. pure, poure, powre, perh.:- OE. 
*b5ürian, f. *bür-, a mutated form of which 
(OE. *pyran) may be the source of synon. 
ME. pire (xtv). See PEER’, 


porism pórizm, po:rizm geometrical pro- 
position in ancient Gr. mathematics. XIV 
(Ch., tr. of Boethius; thereafter not before 
xvii). ~= late L. porisma — Gr. pórisma deduc- 
tion, corollary, problem, f. porizein carry, 
deduce, f. póros way, passage; see PORE!, 
-ISM. Cf. F. porisme. 


pork põsk flesh of the pig used as food xit; 
swine, pig xiv. - (O)F. porc — Pr., Pg., 
It. porco, Sp. puerco, Rum. porc —- L. porcus 
swine, hog (see FARROW"). Hence po'rkzn! 
pig raised for food. XVII. 


pornographer pdino-grofar one who writes 
of obscene subjects, xix. f. F. pornographe 
- Gr. pornogrdphos, f. pérné prostitute; see 
-GRAPHER. So pOornoGRA.PHIC, -O:GRAPHY. 


porphyry pd-sfiri beautiful red or purple 

stone. xIv. Three types are found: (i) por- 
furie, -firie (Ch.) — AN. *porfurie, *-firie — 
OF. porfire, mod. porphyre, corr. to It. 
porfiro, -fido, Sp., Pg. porfido, (ii) purfire, 
porphire, (i1) porphyry; all ult. medL. 
porphyreum, for L. porphyrités - Gr. porphu- 
rites, £. porphuros PURPLE. 


porpoise pd‘zpes small cetaceous mammal, 
Phocena communis. xIv. ME. porpays, 
-poys, -bas - OF. po(u)rpois, -pets, ~pais s= 
Rom. *porcopiscis (f. porcus swine, PORK+ 
piscis FISH), for L. porcus marinus ‘sea hog’ 
(whence Sp. puerco marino, It. borco marino ; 
cf. G. meerschwein, whence F. marsouin) ; : 
forms with the els. reversed are It. tpesce 
porco, Pg. peixe porco t- Rom. *pisciporcus. 


porrect pore:kt (techn.) stretch out xv; put 

forward xvir. f. porrect-, pp. stem of L. 
porrigere, f. por- — Pno-'-Fregere stretch, 
direct, f. IE. *reg- (see RIGHT). So por- 
re'CTION. XVIL. -L 


porridge pəʻridz fpottage or soup XVI; 
soft food made with oatmeal xvir. alt. of 
POTTAGE, intermediate forms being repr. by 
podech (xvi), podditch, -idge. @ Cf. next, 
and dial. or vulgar zmperence, moral, geraway, 
geron, for impudence, model, get away, get on. 


porringer po‘rind3e1 bow! for liquid food. 
xvi. _alt., through the var. tpoddinger (xv), 
of (dial.) pottinger, tpotinger (xv), tpoteger 
— (O)F. potager, f. potage; see POTAGE, -ER?. 
@ For intrusive 1 cf. HARBINGER, etc. ; for 
change of ż to r cf. prec. 


port! poit harbour, haven; town having a 
harbour. OE. port- L. portus (see FORD), 
rel. to porta (see next). In ME. prob. a new 
word -(O)F. port = Pr. port, Sp. puerto, 
Pg., It. porto :- L. portu-s. 

port? pàit gate, gateway, spec. of a city or 


walled town xr (Cursor M.); opening in 
the side of a ship xiV (Gower). — (OJF. porte 
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PORT 





= Pr., Pg., It. porta, Sp. puerta, Rum. 
poartd :- L. porta (cf. prec.), Hence po-rt- 
HOLE, XVI. 


port? poit (arch.) carriage, bearing xiv 
(Ch.); tstyle of living, state xvI. - (O)F. 
port, f. porter carry, bear = Pr., Sp. portar, 
It. portare ~~ L. portdre (if orig. transport, 
bring into port), f. portus port. Hence 
po‘rt.y! tof dignified bearing, imposing 
xvi (Skelton); large and corpulent xvi (Sh.). 


port’ poit left side of a vessel looking for- 
ward. xvii (also in APORT; but no doubt 
earlier, cf. the vb.). prob. orig. the side 
turned towards the port (PORT!) or place of 
lading (cf. LARBOARD). Hence vb, put (the 
helm) to port. xvi. 


port? put red (also white) wine of Portugal. 
xvit. Short for TOporto wine, t Port O Port 
vine ,later T Oporto, t Porto (cf. F. porto, for 
vin de porto, vin d'Oporto), prop. wine from 
Oporto (Pg. O Porto ‘the port! ; see PonT!), 
the chief port of shipment for Portuguese 
wines. 


portable pó:itobl capable of being carried. 
XIV. —- (OJF. portable: or late L. portabilis, f. 
portáre carry ; see PORT?, -ABLE.. S0 DO'TrtACE 
transportation, carriage; mariner's venture 
in cargo. xv. — F. = It. portaggio (in 
medL. portagium, portáticum). 


portal’ p5-itel stately doorway or gateway. 
xIv. .— OF. portal - medL. portåle, sb. use 
of n. of portålis, f. porta PORT? ; see -ALL 


portal? pd-itol (anat.) pert. to the porta or 
transverse fissure of the liver; p. vein, vena 
porte. xix. -—modL. portdlis, f. L. porta 
PORT’; see -AL', 


portas, portous pd-ites (hist.) portable 
medieval breviary xiv (PPl.); spec. in Sc. 
law xv. Also porthous, portehors ~ OF. porte- 
hors, f. porter carry (see PORT?) -- hors out of 
doors (:- L. foris, loc. of forés DOOR), corr. 
to medL. portiforium. 


portcullis pdatka‘lis grating sliding up and 
down in grooves at the side of a gateway in 
a fortress. XIV. ME. port colice, -coles, 
-(e)etles, porcules - OF. porte coleice, i.e. 
porte door (PoRT?), col(e)ice, coulice (cf. COU- 
LISSE), fem. of couleis gliding, sliding :- Rom. 
*colaticius, £. L. cólat-, cólàre filter. 


portend poute:mnd presage, foreshow. xv. 
—L. portendere (like ostendere, a term of 
augury), f. *por- — pró-, PRO-! -F tendere 
stretch, TEND’, So po:rtent ominous sign 
XVI; prodigious thing XVII. = L, portentum 
strange sign, monster, f. portendere. For- 
merly str. portent. portentous. XYI. ~ L. 
portentosus. 


porter! pó«utor door-keeper. xim. =- AN. 
porier, (O)F. portier — Pr. portier, Sp. 
portero, Rum. portar - late L. (Vulgate) 
portürius, f. borta PORT! ; see -En*. 








POSE 





porter? poter bearer. xiv (Wycl. Bible, 
PPLl) - OF. port(e)wur (mod. porteur) — 
Pr., Sp. portador, etc. :- medL. portátorem, 
f. portdre carry; see PORT’, -ER!, -on!, 


porter? pd-itaz kind of dark-brown beer. 
XVIII. Earlier porter or porter's ale (Swift), 
presumably so named because drunk chiefly 
by porters and the like. Comp. porter- 
HOUSE (U.S.) house where porter and other 
malt liquors are sold; transf. of steaks, etc. 
supplied there. 


portfolio p5:tfou'liou case for keeping 
papers XVIII; such a case for state docu- 
ments, (hence) office of a minister of state 
XIX. Earlier porto folio, bortefolio = It. porta- 
fogli, f£. porta, imper. of portare carry (see 
PORT?) +fogli, pl. of foglio leaf, FoILt; alt, 
by assim. to F. portefeuille (xvt). 


portico pSatikou roofed walk supported 
on columns. xvir (Jonson). - It. portico = 
L. porticus PORCH. 


portiére pd-iticor curtain hung over a 
doorway. xIx (Thackeray). F., f. porte 
door, PORT? 4- -iére (1- L. -ária -ARY). 

portion póo':ifon part allotted, share xru 
(Cursor M.); part of a whole xiv. - OF. 
porcion, (also mod.) portion = Pr., Sp. 
porcion, It. porztone — L. portid(n-), attested 
first in phr. pro portióne portionally, in PRO- 
PORTION. So portion vb. APPORTION XIV 
(R. Mannyng); dower xvi. — OF. portion- 
ner (medL. portióonàre), f. the sb. 


portmanteau pàitme'ntou case for carry- 
ing clothing, etc, when travelling. xvr. = F. 
portemanteau official who carries a prince's 
mantle, valise, clothes-rack, f. Porter carry 
(see PonT?) -manteau MANTLE, Many vars. 
were formerly current, e.g. -mantel, -mantu, 
-mantua, -manty, -mantuan, 


portrait pditrit delineation of a person 
(formerly of any object). xvi. = F. portrait, 
sb. use of pp. of OF. portraire picture, de- 
pict (whence portray poitrei: xiv), f. por- 
(+L. pró PRO-L -r traire draw (:- Rom. 
*tragere, for L. trahere). So po:rtraitvnE. 
xiv, = OF, portraiture, f. pp. as above. 


portreeve př'trīv (now local) chief officer 
of a town (mayor; later, bailiff), OE. port- 
geréfa, f. bort town (prob. transf. use of 
PORT?) 4- geréfa REEVE!. 


pose! pouz .. Tsuppose or assume XIV 
(Ch.); lav dovn (a claim, etc.) xv1 ; B. place 
in or assume an attitude XIX. — (O)F. poser 
s- late L. pausáre cease, PAUSE (whence also 
Pr. pausar place, rest, Sp. posar rest, lodge, 
lay down, It. posare lay down, pose (a 
model), refi. rest); in Rom. this vb. took 
over the senses of L, põnere, pt. posuit, pp. 
positum place (see POSITION) and became its 
regular repr. (cf. appose, compose, depose, 
dispose, expose, impose, interpose, oppose, re- 
pose, suppose, transpose), the application of 
põnere being specialized in the sense ‘lay 
eggs’ (cf. F. pondre). So pose sb. attitude. 
xIx (Lady Morgan). - F. pose, f. the vb. 
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POSE 


POST- 





pose? pouz  Tinterrogate xvi (Tindale); 
perplex, nonplus xvi (Donne). Aphetic of 
APPOSE. Hence po-sER! examiner xv1 (Harri- 
son); puzzling problem xvii (Sheridan). 


posh pof (sl.) tiptop, ‘swell’. xx. perh. adj. 
use of sl. sb. posh (i) money, (ii) dandy (xix), 
of unkn. origin. 


posit po-zit (chiefly in pp.) situate, place; 
assume, lay down as a basis. xvi. f, posit-, 
pp. stem of L. pónere place. So posi-tioN 
pozr[on laying down, affirmation, pro- 
position stated xv; place occupied: (gram.) 
situation of a vowel in a syllable XVI; pos- 
ture, attitude xvr. — (O)F. or L., f. posit-, 
rendering Gr. @éo1s THESIS, Îépa THEME, 
po'sitivE formally or explicitly stated xir1 
(Cursor M.); unqualified xv; dealing with 
fact xv1; affirmative, additive )( negative XVII. 
-(O)F. or L. po-sitivism (philos.) 1854. - 
F. positivisme (Comte), for earlier philosophie 
positive (1830). positron pə'zitron, f. 
POSI(TIVE, ELEC)TRON. XX. 


posse posi A. potentiality )( esse (often in 
phr. in p. potential(ly) xvi; B. body of men 
that a sheriff may call to arms, (hence) 
armed force, strong band xvii. — medL. sb. 
use of J.. posse be able (see POTENT); in A 
from scholastic terminology, in B for posse 
comitdtus ‘force (power) of the COUNTY’. 


possess poze's toccupy, inhabit; hold as 
property; put in possession. XV. -= OF. 
possesser, f. L. possess-, pp. stem of possidere, 
f. potis (see POTENT) + sīdere, rel. to sedēre 
SIT. Earlier tpossede. XIV-XVII. — (O)F. pos- 
séder. So possession pəze'fon xıv (Rolle). 
- (O)F. or L. possessive (gram.) XVI 
(Palsgr.). = L. possessīvus (Quintilian), tr. 
Gr. krq7uc] (7ó0:s case). 


posset po'sit (hist.) drink of hot milk cur- 
dled with ale, etc. xv. Of unkn. origin. 


possible po'sibl that can or may be. xiv 
(Rolle). — (O)F. possible or L., possibilis, f. 
posse be; see POTENT, -IBLE. possibrLITY. 
xiv (Ch.). —(O)F. or late L. @ Impossible 
is earlier (XIII). 


possum po'som Aphetic of OPOSSUM ; now 

esp. in colloq. phr. (orig. U.S.) play p. pre- 
tend to be disabled, with ref. to the 
opossum's feigning death when attacked. 
XVII. 


post! poust stout piece of timber set up- 
right. OE. post - L. postis, perh. f. por- 
PRO-! 4- base of stare STAND ; prob. reinforced 
in ME. from OF. and MLG., MDu. Hence 
postvb.' affix toapost,. xvir; whence posten! 
pou'sto1 bill or placard posted or displayed. 
XIX (Dickens, 1838); app. on the false 
analogy of blotter, poker, roller. 


post? poust men with horses stationed 
along a route to carry the king’s ‘packet’ or 
other letters from stage to stage; courier, 


postman: tmail-coach, packet-boat XVI: 
single dispatch of letters, the mail; short for 
post-office, public department having the 
conveyance of letters xvii; short for post- 
paper, size of writing-paper, orig. bearing 
as water-mark a postman's horn xvin. - F. 
poste — It. posta (whence also Sp., Pg. posta) 
- Rom. *posta, contr. of posita, fem. pp. o 
poénere (see POSITION). Used advb., with 
post-horses, with haste xvi; e.g. ride Pp., 
orig. in phr. rideinp. (F. chevaucher en poste). 
Hence or - F. poster, post vb.? xvi. po:stAGE 
carriage of letters xv1; charge for this XVII. 
po-staL'. XIX. — F. Comps. po'stcaRb? 1870 
(x October), after G. feldpostkarte (25 June 
1870), which was preceded by postblatt 
(1865) and korrespondenzkarte (1869). post« 
HA'STE tspeed in travelling xvı (Ascham); 
adv. with all haste xvi (Sh.). From the old 
direction in the endorsement of letters (In 
hast) hast post hast, an exhortation to the 
post or courier to hasten (i.e. post sb.?, and 
imper. of the vb. HASTE), later apprehended 
as post sb. used attrib. and haste sb. po'st- 
master! one in charge of posts or a post 
office. XVI; cf. G. postineister, F. maitre des 
postes; post OFFICE. xvii (repl. letter office), 


post? poust soldier’s station XVI; position 
taken up by a body of soldiers; position of 
employment xvti1; (naut.) position as full- 
grade captain xvi. -— EF. poste (m.) - It. 
posto (whence also Du. post, G. posten) - Rom. 
*bostu-m, contr. of popL. positum, pp. of 
pónere (cf. prec.). 


post* poust pile of hand-made paper fresh 
from the mould. xvr. = G. posten parcel, 
batch, lot — It. posto POsST?, 


postë poust bugle-call warning of the hour 
for retiring for the night. xix. prob. short 
for call to post or the like (POsT?, first sense). 


post? poust L. prep. & adv., earlier poste, 
*posti, ‘after’, which has cogns. in Balto-SL., 
Indo-Iran., Alb., and Vokh., current in 
phrases such as p. bellum after the war, p. 
meridiem after midday, post partum after 
childbirth. See also POSTERIOR, POSTHU- 
MOUS, PREPOSTEROUS, and next, 


post- poust comb. form of Post? as in 
postcOMMU'NION (liturg.) part of the 
Eucharistic service following the com- 
munion xv (Caxton) — medL.; earlier tpost 
common XIV ; cf. OF. pocumenion ; post-DA: TE 
affix a later date to. xvir (Donne); cf. F. post- 
dater; po:st-oBIT taking effect after a per- 
son’s death. XVIII; postpone pous‘'pou'n, 
pas- put off, defer xvr (Dunbar); place 
after xvii. orig. Sc.-L. postpdnere. So 
POStPOSI‘TION T(Sc.) postponement ; placing 
after. xvii. postprandiaAL -præ'ndiəl oc- 
curring after dinner. xix (Coleridge); L. 
prandium. poStsCRIPT pou's!skript some- 
thing added after the signature to a letter. 
xvi. = L. postscriptum, sb. use of n. pp. of 
postscribere. 
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poste restante postre:stát direction written 
on a letter which is to remain at the post 
office till called for; in Eng. use also, de- 
partment of a post office where such letters 
are left. xviii (occas. anglicized --£ant). 
F., ‘post remaining’ (see REST). 


posterior postioriez latter )( prior XVI 
(More); hinder )( anterior xv11; tsb. pl. 
descendants xvi; (after late L. n. pl. poste- 
rióra) hinder parts, buttocks xvii. =L., 
posterior, compar. of posterus following, 
future, f. post; see Post’, -10R. So poster- 
ITY posteriti descendants coll. =- F. = L. 


postern poustoin back or side door. xir. 
~ OF. posterne (mod. poterne), alt. of posterle 
:~ late L. posterula (sc. janua gate, via way), 
dim. f. posterus that is behind (see prec.). 


posthumous  po:stjumos born after the 
father's death ; appearing or occurring after 
death. xvi. f. L. postumus last of all, spec. 
applied as in first sense, used as superl. of post 
after (see POST, PosT-), later assoc. with 
humus ground, humáre bury, whence the sp. 
with k. Earlier tposthume (xvi, Sylvester). 


postil po:stil marginal note or comment, 

series of these. xv. =- OF. postille = Sp. 
postila, It. postilla :- medL. postilla, con- 
jectured by Du Cange to be L. post :lla (sc. 
verba) after those words, i.e. of the text, 
used as a direction to a scribe. 


postil(Dion pdstiljan forerunner xvi 
(Sidney); post-boy, swift messenger; one 
who rides the near horse of a pair xvii. =F., 
postillon — It. postiglione post’s boy, f. posta 
post*-+--iglione s= L. -ilid(n-). 

postmaster? pourstmaister scholar of 
Merton College, Oxford. xvi. Of unkn. 
origin; medL. portiómsta one who receives 
a prescribed 'portion' has been suggested. 


postulant po'stjülent petitioner, candidate 

(spec. for admission to a religious com- 
munity). xviir (Chesterfield). = F. postulant 
or L, postulant-, -ãns, prp. of postuldre 
demand; see next. 


postulate po:stjilet tdemand XVI; proposi- 
tion claimed to be granted, (geom.) problem 
of self-evident nature XVII, -— L. postulatum 
(also used), sb. use of n. pp. of postulàre, 
prob. f. base of poscere (see PRAY) with for- 
mative as in PETULANT. So vb. po'stjüleitxvt. 


posture po'st[o1, -tj- +position (Bacon); dis- 
position of parts, attitude (Sh.). xvii. = F. 
posture (Montaigne) = It. postura += L. posi- 
tura position, situation, f. posit-, pp. stem 
of pónere place; see POSITION, -URE. Cf, 
earlier Tpositure - F. Tpositure or L. 


posy pourzi A. (arch.) motto, orig. line of 
verse; B. nosegay. XVI. contr. form of POESY. 


pot pot round or cylindrical vessel used as 
a container. Late OE. ott, corr. to OFris., 
(M)LG., (M)Du. pot (whence G. pott, Icel. 
pottr, etc.) — popL. *pottus (whence (O)F., 
Pr. pot), perh. alt. of L. pdétus drink, in 


POTENT 


late L. drinking-cup (Venantius Fortunatus), 
f. pūt- (see POTION); prob. reinforced in 
ME. from OF. Q The various Celtic forms 
are from Eng. or F. The north. word mean- 
ing deep hole, pit (xiv) may be identical 
or may be of Scand. origin; cf. Sw. dial. 
putt, pott water-hole, abyss; so prob. po-t~ 
HOLE. XIX. comb. port-boi:ler something 
done merely to gain a livelihood; earlier 
pot-botling (xvitt); cf. F. faire bouillir le pot 
provide an income; po‘tHook hook to hang 
over a fireplace xv; hooked character in 
writing XVII. po't-hu:nter, fperh. syco- 
phant, parasite xvi (Nashe, Greene) ; sports- 
man who shoots anything he comes across 
XVIII; (sl.) one who competes in a contest 
merely for the prize XIX. pot-LUCK portla-k 
one’s chance of what may be in the pot 
ready for a meal xvi (Nashe); cf. F. la 
fortune du pot. po'tsHERD (arch.) fragment 
of earthenware. xiv (-schoord, -scarth). pot 
shot shot taken at game merely to provide 
something for the pot, shot aimed directly 
at something within reach. xix. pot- 
wallER! po'two:lor householder qualified 
to vote as having a separate fire-place. XVIII. 
ht. ‘pot-boiler’; alt. to pot-walloper pot- 
wa:lopaz (XVIII) by assim, to WALLOP, now 
the usual form. 


potable pou'tobl drinkable. xvr. =F. 
potable or late L. potdbilis, f. potdre; see 
POTION, -ABLE. So pota'TION. xv. — OF. 


potage po:'tà3 soup. XVI. -—(O)F. potage 
POTTAGE. 


potash po:-te (pl.) lixiviated ashes of vege- 
tables evaporated in pots XVII; potassium car- 
bonate (which these contain in crude form); 
hydroxide or monoxide of potassium XVIII. 
— Du. potasschen (mod. potasch); see Por, 
ASH?, So F. potasse, whence potass podte's 
xvni. potassa póte:so modL. form, appro- 
priated to potassium monoxide by Davy, 
who (1807) coined the name potassium 
pete'siom, on the model of magnesia | mag- 
nesium, soda | sodium, to designate the metallic 
element which is the basis of potash. 


potato potertou A. (tuber of) Batatas edulis, 
now dist. as sweet or Spanish potato; B. 
(tuber of) Solanum tuberosum, widely culti- 
vated for food. xvi. — Sp. patata = native 
name (batata) in Hayti for sense A; the 
transference to sense B was due to the like- 
ness of the two plants in producing esculent 
tubers, 


potent! pou-tant powerful. xv. - L potent-, 
poténs, prp. of *potére, posse be powerful 
or able, for potis esse; the base *pot- is 
repr. also by Skr. $átis lord, possessor, 
husband, Gr. pósis spouse, L. Aos|pes, -pit- 
HosT!, Lith. pát spouse, Goth. brüp|faps 
bridegroom, Aundalfaps commander of a 
century, centurion; see -ENT. So po-ten- 
taTE!. xiv. — (OJF. potentat or L. potentátus, 
f. potent-. potentiAL póte:nfol possible, 
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latent xrv (Trevisa; rare before xv1; in spec. 
scientific uses XIX); (gram.) of a mood xvi. 
— OF. potencial (now -tiel) or late L. poten- 
tialis (earlier potentiüliter adv.), f. potentia, 
whence pOo-tENCY XVI, earlier po-tENCE xv 
(partly - OF. potence). potentilla pouten- 
tilə genus of Rosacee (Linnzus). xvi. 
medL., f. L. potent-, -éns POTENT + dim. 
suffix -illa; applied early to Garden Valerian, 
in XVI to Potentilla anserina (silver-weed, 
goose-grass). 


potent? pou:tont (her., of a cross) having 
the limbs terminating in crutch-heads. xvil 
(Guillim). attrib. use of potent crutch (XIV, 
PPl., Ch.), alt. of (O)F. potence supporting 
piece, crutch, gallows (= Sp. potenza crutch) 
— L. potentia power, in medL. crutch (xir), 
f. potent-, poténs; see prec. 


pot(h)een potrn whisky distilled privately 
in Ireland. xix. - Ir. poitín (dim. of pota 
POT), in full wisge pottin ‘little-pot whisky’. 


pother pa‘do1, po‘der choking smoke or 
dusty atmosphere; commotion. xvi. Also 
pudder ; the rhymes with other, mother, and 
the like point to an orig. stem vowel 6, but 
no source is known; perh. infl. by bother. 


potion pou‘fan draught of liquid medicine 
or poison. XIII. = (O)F. potion — L. potio(n-) 
drink, poisonous draught, f. pot-, stem of 
pótáre drink, potus having drunk, f. IE. 
*50(i)- *pi-, repr. also by Skr. payin drink- 
ing, Gr. pé|pdka I have drunk, péma, pdsis 
drink, draught, Skr. pitds, piti¥ drink, and 
the vbs. Gr. pinein, OSI. piti, Skr. pibatt, 
Oir. ibim, L. bibere (cf. BIBULOUS), for 
*bibere; see -TION. 


pot-pourri poupuri mixture of dried 
petals kept for perfume xvIII; musical or 
literary medley xrx. F., ‘rotten pot’, i.e. pot 
POT, pp. of pourrir rot; tr. Sp. OLLA PODRIDA. 


pott pot var. sp. of POT applied (after F. 
papier au pot) to a certain size of printing- 
paper, orig. bearing the watermark of a pot. 


pottage po'tid3 dish of vegetables and/or 
meat boiled to softness XIII; toatmeal por- 
ridge xvii. ME. potage — (O)F. potage lit. 
‘what is put in a pot’, f. pot POT; see -AGE. 


potter! po-ter maker of pots. Late OE. 
pottere; see -ERI, Hence or — (O)F. poterie 
po':ttERv potter's factory xv (Caxton), pl. 
Potteries as the name of a district; potter's 
art, product of this xvir; cf. AL. potaria. 


potter? po-tor (dial) poke again and again 
XVI; meddle xvi1; (dial.) perplex, bother ; 
trifle, dabble xvi1I; move about idly or aim- 
lessly xix. frequent. of (dial) pote, OE. 
potian thrust, push, PUT! (= MLG. poten, 
whence Icel. pota, Sw. páta); see -ER*. 


pouch pautf small bag xiv (Ch.); bag-like 
cavity in an animal body xv. = ONF. pouche 
(cf. AL. pocha, pucha xir, var. of (O)F. 
poche bag, pouch, (now) pocket; cf. POKE}. 


POUND 





poult poult young of domestic fowl and 
game-birds. xv, Late ME. pult, contr. of 
poulet PULLET. So (arch.) powlter. xrv. 
— OF. pouletier, f. poulet; extended to 
pou-lterrn! dealer in poultry xvir, prob. 
after poultery, earlier pulletrie, vars. of 
poultry pou-ltri domestic fowls xiv (Ch.); 
Tpoultry-farm, -yard, -market (surviving 
as a street-name in London) xv. - OF. 
pouletrie, f. bouletier; cf. AL. pulletàrius, 
poletürius, poletria (xit); see -ER!, -RY. 
Q The phonology is as in boult, coulter, 
poultice, shoulder. 


poultice pou'ltis soft mass of bread, etc. 
applied as an emollient, etc. XVI. orig. pl. 
pultes, later taken as sg. — L. pultes, pl. of 
puls, pult- pottage, pap ; see PULSE’, 


pounce! pauns claw of a bird of prey, spec. 
anterior claw of a hawk )( talon xv; Tstamp 
or punch, hole pinked in a garment xvi. 
perh. shortening of PUNCHEON. So pounce 
vb.! pink. xiv (Ch.). Hence pounce vb?. 
Tseize, as a bird of prey xvir; seize upon 
suddenly xvii; whence pounce sb.? act of 
pouncing XIX. 


pounce? pauns finely powdered sandarac, 
etc. used to prevent ink from spreading; 
stamping-powder. xvin. —-(O)F. once— 
Sp. pomez, Pg. pomes, It. pomice :— popL. 
*bómicem, for L. pümicem, nom. pümex 
PUMICE. So pounce vb.? smooth with 
pumice or pounce; transfer (a design) with 
pounce; powder (esp. the face). XVI. 
~(O)F. poncer polish or erase with pumice, 
Tpowder (the face), f. ponce. 


pound! paund measure of weight ; English 
money of account (orig. pound weight of 
silver). OE. pund (pl. pund) = OFris., OS. 
pund (MDu. pont, Du. pond), OHG. phunt 
(G. pfund), ON., Goth. pund :~ CGerm. 
*hundo (whence Finnish punta) = L. pondé 
(indeclinable) pound weight, orig. instr. abl. 
of *pondos (libra pondéd pound by weight), 
rel. to *pondes-, whence L. ponder-, pondus 
weight, also to pendere weigh, pendére hang; 
See PENDENT, POISE. €[ One of the earliest 
Germ. adoptions from L., prob. contemp. 
with MiNT!. 'l'he flexionless pl. is often re- 
tained with a sum following, and regularly 
in attrib. use (e.g. two p. ten, five-p. note). 


pound? paund enclosure, esp. for cattle; 
place of confinement. xiv (Wycl.). Earlier 
only in the comps. ME. pundbreche XII 
breaking open (see BREACH) of a pound, OE. 
pundfeald PINFOLD; of unkn. origin. Hence 
vb. shut up, confine (cf. IMPOUND). XV. 


pound® paund break down and crush as 
with a pestle OE. ; strike heavily XVII; move 
with heavy steps, proceed heavily xix. Late 
OE. $ünian, ME. poune (til xvi) also 
gepünian, f. *pün- (whence also Du. uin, 
LG. piin rubbish), of which no further 
cogns. are known. Q For the final d, which 
appears XVI, cf. ASTOUND, BOUND, COM- 
POUND!, gownd for GOWN, HIND?, HORE= 
HOUND, RIBBAND, SOUND?, 
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poundage' pau:ndid3 duty of so much per 
pound sterling. xIv(PPI.). f. POUND!-+ -AGE, 


poundage?  paundidg charge for im- 
pounded cattle. xvi. f. POUND?+ -AGE. 


pour poder emitina stream. xu. Ofunkn. 
origin. The earlier pur, poure, powre, later 
power, are reflected in mod. dial, pronunce. 
pauar, which is found in rhymes from Pope 
to Tennyson and Swinburne, though the 
two latter show also póor; the present 
standard pronunc. is indicated as early as 
xv by the sp. pore, the development of which 
is unexplained. 


pourparler puorpá'jei informal discus- 
sion. XVIIL. F., sb. use of OF. po(w)rparler 
discuss, f. po(u)r- (intensive), PRO-!-+ parler 
speak (see PARLOUR). 


pourpoint puv'ıpoint (hist.) doublet. xv 
(Lydg.). - OF. po(u)rpoint, orig. pp. (as in 
gambais p.) of pourpoindre perforate, quilt, 
f. pour (cf. PRO-'), substituted for par (L. 
per) poindre s= L. pungere (see PUNCTURE). 


pout paut protrude the lips, in displeasure, 
XIV. Of unkn. origin; perh. repr. OE. 
*putian, f. *büt- be inflated, which appears 
to be the base of Sw. dial. puta be inflated, 
Sw., Norw. puta pad, Da. pude cushion, 
pillow; cf. prec. Hence poutER! breed of 
pigeon capable of inflating the crop. XVIIL 


poverty pə'vərti condition of being poor. 
XI. ME. poverte-= (i) OF. poverte :- L. 
paupertas; this type survived till xvi as 
povert; (ii) OF. poverté (mod. pauvreté) — 
Pr. paubretat, Sp. pobredad, It. poverta += L. 
paupertdtem, -tds, f. pauper POOR; see -TY. 
@ Sc. poortith (xvi) repr. OF. povertet, with 
loss of v as in POOR and retention of final 
p of AN. as in dainteth, plenteth; see -ETu?, 


powder pau:dor solid matter in minute 
particles Xi11 (Cursor M.) ; gunpowder xiv. 
-(O)F. poudre, earlier  pol(d)re — Pr. 
po(ldra, Sp. polvora, Rum. pulbere :—- L. 
pulverem, nom. pulvis dust (whence Pr. pols, 
Sp., It. Polvo, Pg. po), rel. to POLLEN; cf. 
PULVERIZE. So vb. (in earliest use, season, 
salt). xii. —(O)F. poudrer, or f. the sb. 


power pau'oz A. dominion, rule, authority 
XIII ; ability xiv; B. body of armed men xri1 
(RGlouc., Cursor M.); one possessed of 
authority XIV ; deity, divinity XVI ; C. (math., 
etc.) xvi (Billingsley, Digges) ME. poer, 
pouer po&r, pu&r - ÀN. poer, po(u)air, 
OF. poeir, later pootr, povoir (mod. pouvoir) 
— Pr., Sp. poder, lt. potere, sb. use of infs. 
poeir, etc. :- Rom. *potére, superseding L. 
posse be able, f. *pot- (see POTENT); by shift 
of stress pu£'r became pür£r, whence pau:o1, 
Hence pow'errurL!. xiv. 


powwow pau'wau priest or medicine man 
of N. Amer. Indians; magical rites held by 
them XVII ; conference of Indians, hence gen, 
congress, palaver x1x. Earlier powah, paw- 
(w)aw, powow — Narragansett (Algonquian) 
powah:, powwaw: he dreams, (hence) magi- 





PRAMUNIRE 


cian; the two syllables were assimilated early. 
Hence vb. xvii. 





pox poks disease marked by pocks, spec. 


syphilis. xvi. alt. sp. of pocks, pl. of POCK ; 
so chicken-pox, cow-pox, SMALLPOX. 


pozz(u)olana pots(w)dla:no volcanic ash. 


Xvil. It, sb. use of fem. adj. (sc. terra 
earth) pert. to Pozzuoli (1- L. Puteoli: ‘little 
springs’, pl. of dim. of puteus PIT), town near 
Naples (Italy) in the neighbourhood of 
Mount Vesuvius. 


practicable pre-ktikob! that can be carried 


out, used, etc. xvu (earlier Tpractisable xv1). 
= F. praticable, f. pratiquer put into practice, 
use, f. pratique; see below and -ABLE. So 
pra‘ctICAL pert. to practice or action (opp. 
to theory) xvit, which superseded pra-ctic 
XIV (rare before xvi). = F. tpractique, var. 
of pratique, or late L. practicus - Gr. prakti- 
kós concerned with action, f. *prak- (see 
PRAXIS). 


practice pre‘ktis scheming, machination ; 


(habitual or continuous) performance ; exer- 
cise of a profession; (arith.) compendious 
method of multiplication by aliquot parts 
(ult. repr. practica Italica ‘Italian methods’, 
as being first introduced by Italian mer- 
chants). xvi. f. practise, after ADVICE / advise, 
device/devise; superseded tpra-ctic (xiv) 


(Ch., Trevisa) ~OF. practique (mod. 


pratique) - medL. praciica = Gr. praktiké, 
sb. use of fem. of praktikds. practise 
prektis perform (now habitually) xv; 
implied earlier in pra-ctiseR? xiv (Ch,, 
PPI.). — OF. pra(c)tiser or medL. practizdre 
(AL. xiv), alt. of practicdre. 'The change 
from the earlier str. practise to pra:ctise 
involved the change of final z to s. So 
practitioner prekti-fanor one engaged 
in the practice of an art, esp. medicine, XVI. 
Extension with -ERi of practrciAN (xv; 
chiefly Sc.) ; c£. dial. musicianer, Tphysicianer. 


prad pred (sl. horse. xvii. - (with meta- 


thesis) Du. paard-medL. paraverédus 
PALFREY. 


pre= pri see PRE-. 


precipe pri'sipi (leg.) writ requiring some- 


thing to be done. xv. First of the opening 
words of the writ, pracipe quod reddat 
enjoin that he render..; imper. of praecipere 
(see PRECEPT). 


premunire primjunaiari (leg.) in full 


p. facias name of a writ (Stat. 16 Richard II) 
derived from a formula in the text of it. xv. 
L. premunire fortify or protect in front, in 
medL. (by assoc. with premonére; see PRE~ 
MONITION) forewarn, admonish; the words 
of the writ (1392-3, 16 Richard II) were 
‘precipimus quod per bonos et legales 
homines de balliva tua premunire facias 
prefatum propositum quod tunc sit coram 
nobis’ (that you have the aforesaid warned 
to appear before us). 
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PRENOMEN 


PRE- 





praenomen prinou‘mén name preceding 
the nomen, personal name. xvin. L., f. 
pra PRE- - nómen NAME. 


præpostor, pre-  pripo'stór prefect or 
monitor at some public schools. XVII. 
Syncopated form of prxpositer PREPOSITOR. 


pretor, U.S. pretor pri-t31 magistrate of 
ancient Rome. xv (Wyntoun). - F. préteur 
or L. pretor (-6r-), dubiously analysed as 
*praitor ‘one who goes before’, f. præ PRE- 
+ pp. stem of ire go 4- -or -oR!. So præ- 
torIAN prito:rion. XV. = L. 


pragmatic pregme‘tik relating to affairs 
of a state, etc.; Tbusy, active, officious. 
XVII (sb. xvr). — late L. pràgmaticus (in pra- 
gmatica sanctio, Codex Justiniani; earlier 
‘skilled in affairs’, Cicero)- Gr. prdgma- 
tikós, f. brügmat-, prágma act, deed, affair, 
f. prük- of práttein do. Also (earlier) prag- 
ma-ticAL. xvi. So pra:gmatisM (philos.). 
xIx (W. James 1898) ; whence in F. and G.; 
hence pra:gmatisrT xx (earlier XVII in sense 
*pragmatical person"). 


prairie prco-ri great treeless tract of grass- 
land. xvir. — F. prairie, OF. pra(ijerie = 
Sp. praderia, It. prateria :- Rom.*prátaria, 
f. L. pràtum meadow; see -RY. 


praise preiz express the worth of, speak 

highly of xu (RGlouc., Cursor M.) ; (dial.) 
value, appraise XIV. - OF. preisier price, 
value, prize, praise — Pr. prezar, Cat. 
prehar, lt. prezzare:-late L. pretiare, f. 
L. pretium PRICE; cf. PRIZE1, Superseded 
ME. herie, OE. herian; in xiv lose, alose 
(- OF. aloser, f. los praise = L. laudés, pl. 
of laus) were also in use. Hence praise sb. 
XV; superseding ME. /os and price, OE. 
herung ; whence prati: sewo:RTHY XVI, which 
replaced Tpraiseful (xiv ; Wycl. Bible). 


Prakrit pra:krit general name for verna- 
cular dialects developed from Sanskrit. 
xvill. — Skr. pra@krvita original, natural, un- 
refined, vulgar, vernacular, f. pra- before 
(cf, pro-')-++ kri make. 


praline prā'līn, prō'-, prer- confection 
made by browning nuts in boiling sugar. 
XVIII. =F. praline, f. name of César de 
Choiseul, comte de Plessis-Praslin (1598- 
1675), by whom it was invented. 


pram!, praam prim flat-bottomed boat. 
xvi. - MDu. prame, praem (Du. praam), 
MLG. prdm(e) (whence also G. prahm, Icel. 
prdmr, etc., F. prame) = OF ris. prdm — OSI. 
pramu (= OHG. farm ferry-boat), f. *par- 
*per- *por-; see FARE. 


pram? prem short for PERAMBULATOR. XIX. 


prance prans ‘spring and bound in high 
mettle’ (J.). xiv (Ch., Trevisa, Gower), Of 
unkn. origin; Da. dial. words of similar 
form and sense suggest a Scand. source, but 
there are no obvious links. 


prang pren (Air Force sl.) bomb heavily. 
XX. Of unkn. origin. Also sb. 


prate  preit 


prank prenk tmischievous trick xvr (Skel- 
ton), later, mad frolic; also with contemp. 
tvb. Of unkn. origin; there is no obvious 
connexion with prank deck out, dress up 
(xv1) or earlier {prank sb. and vb., pleat. 


talk idly or aimlessly. xv 
(Lydg.). -— (M)LG., (M)Du. praten (whence 
MHG. braten, Icel., Norw., Sw. prata, Da. 
prate); prob. of imit. origin; cf. PRATTLE. 


pratincole pre tinkoul bird of the genus 
Glareola, allied to the plover. xviir (Pen- 
nant). = modL, pratincola (Kramer 1756), 
f. L. prdtum meadow + incola inhabitant 
(cf. COLONY). 


pratique pra:tik licence to a ship to hold 
intercourse with a port after quarantine, etc. 
XVII (pratticke). —(O)F. pratique practice, 
intercourse, corr. to or—- It. pratica - medL. 
practica, sb, use (sc. ars art) of practicus 
PRACTIC. 


prattle præ'tl talk childishly or artlessly. 
xvi. — MLG. pratelen, f. praten PRATE; see 
-LE?. Hence sb. XVI. 


praty preiti (also prawta, priita, pl. praes). 
xix, Anglo-Ir. for PorATO, based on Ir, 
práta, préata, pl. prátaidhe. 


prawn prón marine crustacean, Palemon 


serratus. xV (prayne, brane) | Of unkn. 
origin. 

praxis præ'ksis practice, exercise. XVI. 
-medL.- Gr. praxis doing, action, f. 


*hrdk-, base of prássein do. Cf. PRAGMATIC. 


pray prei ask earnestly, make earnest re- 
quest or petition. xur. ME. preie- OF. 
preier (mod. prier) = Pr., etc. pregar, it, pre- 
gare :— late L. (Rom.) precdre, for L. precari 
entreat, f. *prek- *prk- (whence poscere 
demand :- *“prkskere). So prayer prea. 
x11 (Cursor M.). ME. preiere — OF. pretere 
(mod. priére) = Pr. pregueira, Cat. pregaria 
:- Gallo- Rom. *recária, sb. use of fem. of 
L. precdrius obtained by entreaty (see PRE- 
CARIOUS). 


pre- pri, pri, pre’ (e.g. in predicate, preface, 
premiss, preposition, presage, presence), prefix 
repr. F. pré- or its source L. præ-, later prē-, 
i.e. the adv.-prep. præ (of place, rank, time) 
before, in front, in advance, OL. prai = 
Oscan prai, prae-, Umbrian pre, cogn. with 
(O)r. ar before, at, in, Gaul. are (as in 
Aremorici that is near the sea, Armorican), 
OPruss. prei, OSI. pri near, and rel. to the 
groups of PER, pri- (repr. by PRIME, PRIOR), 
and pró (see PRO-!, PRO-*); see also PRETER-. 
Many L. comps. of various dates are repr. 
variously in Eng. (see below), chiefly based 
on vbs. and corr. sbs., with the meanings 
‘before’, ‘previously’, ‘in advance’ (in time 
or order of succession, action, thought, per- 
formance, or execution) in advb. relation to 
the combined el., as in preamble, precede, 
preclude, precursor, predestine, prefer, pre- 
fix, premature, preserve, presume, pretence, 
pretend, prevent, previous, and as in 
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PREACH 


apprehend, comprehend, predatory, prehensile ; 
with implication of ‘beyond or over all 
others’ as in precocious, predominate, pre- 
eminent, preponderate, prevail; hence as a 
living prefix, e.g. in prejudge (X11), prepossess 
(xvii) ; of anterior position, as in (anat.) pre- 
cerebellar, -dentate, -hallux. b. In preposi- 
tional relation, after modL. praeadamita 
(xvi1) one who lived before Adam, as in pre- 
Alfredian, pre-Cambrian, pre-Hellenic, pre- 
historic, pre-Raphaelite, pre-Shakespearian. 


preach pritf pronounce a public discourse 
on a sacred subject (AncrR.); proclaim 
publicly. xix. ME. preche - OF. prechier 
(mod. prêcher), earlier preechier = Pr. 
prezicar, Sp. predicar :- L. pradicáre pro- 
claim, eccl. preach ; see PREDICATE. €[ ChrL. 
predicdre was adopted at an early date in 
the Germ. langs., e.g. OE. predician, (OF ris. 
predikere preacher), OS. predikon, OHG. 
predigén (G. predigen), ON. prédika ; so also 
Olr. pridchim I preach. Hence prea:ch- 
MENT. XIV (R. Mannyng). - OF.; in mod. 
use a new formation, often with derogatory 
force. 


preamble pri,z:mbl preliminary statement. 
xIV (Ch.). - (O)F. préambule — medL. pre- 
ambulum, sb. use of n. sg. of preambulus 
going before, in medL. preliminary, f.prz- 
PRE--++stem of ambuldre walk; see AMBLE. 


prebend  pre:bénd portion of cathedral 
revenue granted as stipend to a member of 
the chapter; land or tithe as source of this 
XV; Tprebendary xvi. - (OJ)F. prébende ~ 
late L. prebenda pension, pittance, church 
living, lit. ‘things to be supplied’, n. pl. of 
gerundive of L. preebére, f. præ forth, PRE- -+ 
habére hold, HAVE (cf. prahibére, Plautus). 
So ee holder of a prebend. xv. 
- medL. 


precarious prikco:rios (leg.) held, by an- 
other's favour; dependent on chance xvii; 
perilous xvin. f. L. precárius, f. prec-, prex 
entreaty, prayer; see PRAY, -ARIOUS. Cf. 
(O)F. précaire. 


precatory pre-kotori of the nature of en- 
treaty. XVIL =]late L. precãtörius, f. pp. 
stem of precdri PRAY ; see -ATE?, -ORY?, 


precaution prikd-Jan caution exercised 
beforehand. xvir. = F. précaution = late L. 
precautio(n-), f. L. pracaut-, pracavére; 
See PRE-, CAUTION. 


precede prisrd -[surpass, exceed xiv; go 

before in place or rank xv ; go before in time 
XVI. —(OJF. précéder - L. pracédere; see 
PRE-, CEDEIl. So precedENT  pre':sidont 
Tthing or person that goes before ; previous 
instance or case XV; Tadj. preceding xiv 
(Ch.). Hence precedENCE pri--, -si:dons, 
pre:sidens. xv. 


precentor prise:ntói leader of the singing 
of a choir or congregation. xvii. = F. pré- 
centeur or L. pracentor,f. brzcent-, pp. stem 
of L. pracinere, f. bra» 4- caneresing ;see PRE-, 
CHANT. 


PRECLUDE 


precept prisept general command, esp. of 
divine origin XIV (Wycl. Bible) ; writ, warrant 
xv. - L. preceptum maxim, order, sb. use 
of n. pp. of przcipere take beforehand, warn, 
instruct, enjoin, f. pra PRE--r-capere take 
(see HEAVE). So prece:pton!. xv. = L. Cf. 
F. précepte, tprécept, précepteur. 


precession prise:jon (astron.) of the equi- 
noxes. Xv1, —late L. pracessió(n-) (Boethius), 
f. precédere PRECEDE; modL. xquinoctiorum 
precessio (Copernicus, a.1530). Q Earlier in- 
stances XIV-XVI have the sense ‘procession’. 


précieuse pre-sj6z woman professing refined 
delicacy of language and taste. xvin. F., 
fem. of précieux PRECIOUS; popularized by 
Moliére in ‘Les Précieuses ridicules’, 1659. 


precinct pri-sinkt space enclosed by boun- 
daries; district or province of government. 
xv. —- medL. pracinctum, also pl. przcincta, 
sb. uses of n. pp. of L. precingere gird 
about, encircle, f. præ PRE-+ cingere gird; 
see CINCTURE. 


precious pre‘Jas of great worth or price 
xiu (Cursor M.); aiming at choiceness or 
refinement XIV (Ch. ; in mod. use from xvii, 
cf. PRÉCIEUSE); egregious, arrant, ‘fine’ XV. 
- OF. prectos (mod. précieux), corr. to Pr. 
precios, etc. — L. pretidsus, f. pretium PRICE. 
So preciosiry prefiesiti. xiv (Wycl.). 
-(O)F. = L. 


precipice pre'sipis theadlong fall xvi 
(Jonson); vertical steep face of rock, etc. 
XVIL =F. précipice or L. præcipitium, f. 
præcip-, præceps headlong, steep, or præ- 
cipitare, whence precipitaTE! prisi-piteit 
sb. chem. xvi (modL. pracipitátum), adj. 
prisrpitit headlong, headforemost XvII 
(L. pp. preecipitdtus), vb. throw headlong 
XVI; deposit in solid form from a solution 
xvul (pp. stem precipitdi-), precipita’TION 
XVII (- F. or L.); so precipitous precipi- 
tate XVII ; of the nature of a precipice (super- 
seding earlier tprecipitious xvu, f. L. 
precipitium) — F, tprécipiteux = Sp., It. pre- 
cipitoso, f. L. prz before, PRE-, capit-, caput 
head (cf. CAPITAL). 


précis prersi concise account or version. 
XVIII (Chesterfield). — F. précis, sb. use of 
pp. (see next). 


precise prisars strictly expressed ; strict in 
observance; exact. XVI. = F. précis, -ise 
—L. pracisus, -isa, pp. of præcīdere cut 
short, abridge, f. præ PRE-+cædere cut; cf. 
CONCISE. So preci'sely xv; rendering F. 
précisément (XIV) and L. præcīisê. precisIAN 
prison one who is precise, esp. in reli- 
gious observance, Puritan. XVI. preciSION 
priszon Tcutting short xvII; preciseness 
XVII. ~ F. précision or L. prazcistó(n-) ; orig. 
vbl. sb. of action, later abstract sb. corr. to 
precise. 


preclude priklü:d shut off. xvir. =L. 
praclüdere, f. bra PRE--- claudere shut; see 
CLAUSE, CLOSE. 
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PRECOCIOUS 


precocious prikou:[os flowering or fruiting 
early; prematurely developed. xvu (Sir T. 
Browne). f. L. pracoci-, -cox, f. pracoquere 
boil beforehand, ripen fully, f. pre PRE-+ 
coquere COOK; see -IOUS. So precosiTy 
priko:síti. xvii (Howell) - F. or modL. 


preconize pri-kenaiz proclaim publicly. 

xv. —medL. pracónizàre, f. L. praco(n-) 
public crier, herald, perh. for *pramvokón-, 
f. prai4d-*wok-, of vocdre call; see PRE-, 
VOCATION, -IZE. 


precursor prikd-1se1 forerunner. xvi. — L. 
preecursor, f. preecurrere, f, pre PRE-- currere 
run; see COURSE, -OR!. 


predatory pre‘dateri pert. or addicted to 
plundering. xvi. - L. praeeddtorius, f. pre- 
dátor plunderer, f. preddri plunder, f. preda 
booty, plunder :- *praheda, rel. to præ- 
hendere seize ; see PREHENSILE, PREY, -ORY*. 


predecessor pri:diseso1 former holder of 
a position. XIV. —(O)F. prédécesseur ~ late 
L. pradécessor, f. præ PRE--+décessor, f. 
décédere depart ; see DECEASE, ANCESTOR. 


predestination pridestiner[on God's ap- 
pointment from eternity of those who shall 
be saved. xiv. -ecclL. predestinatio(n-) 
(Augustine, Boethius), f. pradestináre ap- 
point beforehand (in Christian use from 111, 
rendering Gr. mpoopílav in Romans viii 
29, 30), f. pr@ PRE--+destindre DESTINE. The 
L. vb. is also the ult. source of prede:stine 
vb. xiv (Wycl ) and prede:stinate pp. (xiv) 
and pt. (xv), the latter form being used as 
present tense from XVI; see -ATE?*. Cf. (O)F. 
prédestination, prédestiner (x11). 


predial prī'diəl pert. to land or farms. xvi. 
-medL. przediáls, f. L. predium farm, 
estate, f. prad-, przs surety, bondsman :- 
*»5ravid-s, f. pra PRE--+vad-, vás surety 
(cf. WED); see AL!, 


predicament  pridikomont category of 
predication xiv (Wycl.); class, category; 
situation. XVI. -—late L. predicdmentum 
(Augustine, Isidore; tr. Gr. karnyopia CATE- 
GORY, of Aristotle), f. L. prædicãre ; see next 
and -MENT and cf. (O)F. prédicament. 


predicant pre:dikont adj. preaching xvii; 
preacher xvi (now only in Du. form predi- 
kant predika-nt minister of the Du. Re- 
formed Church, esp. in S. Africa xix). - L. 
predicant-, -dns, prp. of predicdre PREACH. 


predicate pre:dikot (logic and gram.) that 

which is asserted of the subject. xvi. 
—-late L. pradicàtum ‘quod dicitur de sub- 
jecto’ (Boethius), tr. Gr. Kxarnyopevpevoy, 
n. pp. of predicdre proclaim, declare (cf. 
PREACH), in medL. predicate, f. pra PRE--+ 
dicáre make known, rel. to dicere say ; see 
DICTION, -ATE!, So pre:dicATE? -eit assert, 
affirm. xvi. f. pp. stem of L. predicdre. 
predica-riON preaching XIV; assertion, 
affirmation xvi. —(O)F. or L. predicaTIVE 
pridi-ketiv (gram.) forming the whole or 
part of the predicate. XIX. 


PREGNANT 


predict pridi-kt foretell, prophesy. XVII. 
f. prædict-, pp. stem of L. preedicere (whence 
F. prédire, etc.), f. prae PRE- 4- dicere say (see 
DICTION). (Predicted = L. pp. praedictus 
before-mentioned, aforesaid (occurs xvi). 
So predi-crion. xvi. =- L. 


predilection pridile-kfan mental preference 
or partiality. xvii. = F. prédilection = *þræ- 
diléctio(n-), £. medL. prediligere prefer, f. præ 
PRE--+ diligere ; see DILIGENT, -TION. 


pre-emption prie-m?fan purchase before 
an opportunity is offered to others. XVI. 
- medL. $raeemptio(n-), f. L. praembpt-, 
-emere, £. præ PRE---emere buy. Hence, by 
back-formation after L, agent-noun præ- 
emptor, pre-e'mpt vb. (chiefly U.S.). xix. 


preen prin trim (the feathers) with the 
beak; also transf. xiv (Ch). Late ME. 
preyne, prayne, varying with proyne (see 
PRUNE’), of which it may be an alt. by 
assim. to (dial.) preen pin, OE. préon, corr. 
to MLG. préme, (M)Du. priem(e) bodkin, 
dagger, MHG. pfrieme (G. pfriem) awl, ON. 
prjdnn pin, peg, with ref. to the boring or 
pricking action of the bird’s beak. 


prefab prifz-b abbrev. of prefa-bricated 
(Xx); see PRE-, FABRICATE. 








preface pre-fis introduction to a literary 

work xiv (Ch.); introduction to the canon 
of the Mass xv (Trevisa). - (O)F. préface 
- medL. preefatia, for L. prefatio, f. prefat-, 
-fdri, f. pre pre-+fdri speak (see FABLE). 
Hence vb. xvii. So pre-fatonvy?. xvi. 


prefect prifekt governor, chief admini- 
strator. Xiv. — OF. prefect (mod. préfet) 
- L. prefectus, sb. use of pp. of praficere set 
over, f. pre PRE-+facere make, constitute 


(see FACT). So prefecture. xvi. -(O)F. 
or L. 
prefer  prif3:i  Tadvance, promote XIV 


(Gower, Wycl. Bible); set before others in 
esteem XIV (Gower); put forward XVI. 
— (O)F. préférer —- L. præferre, f. præ PRE-+ 
ferre BEAR?. So preferaABLE  pre:forobl. 
XVII. — F. préférable. pre: ferENCE. xvii. 
—(O)F. — medL. ; hence prefere-ntiAr. xix. 
prefe:rMENT. XV. 


prefix pri-fiks verbal element placed before 
and in combination with another xvir; title 
prefixed xix. —modL. praefixum, sb. use of 
n. of prefixus, pp. of L. preefigere fix in front; 
see PRE-, FIX. Cf. F. préfixe (xviii). So 
prefix vb. prifrks xv. — (O)F. préfixer. 


pregnant! pre:gnont (arch.) compelling, 
cogent. xiv(preignant argument, Ch. ; there- 
after not till xvi). — F. preiguant (XVI; perh. 
earlier in AN.), prp. of preindre, earlier 
priembre :— L. premere PRESS! ; see -ANT. 


pregnant?  pre:gnont with child, with 
young. XVI. — F. prégnante (fem.) or L. 
pragnant-, -àns, alt., by assim. to -dns -ANT, 
of praegnás, prob. f. pra PRE-J-base of 
(g)nasci be born (see NASCENT). 
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PREHENSILE 


prehensile prihe-nsail capable of grasping. 
XVIIL. = F. préhensile (Buffon), f. prehens-, 
pp. stem of L. prehendere; see APPREHEND, 
COMPREHEND, PREDATORY, -ILE. 


prehistoric prihista-rik pert. to the period 
antecedent to historical record. xix (D. 
Wilson). —- F. préhistorique; see PRE-, HIS- 
TORIC. lÍence preursronv. xix (Tylor), 





prejudge prid34:d5 pass judgement on be- 
fore trial or inquiry; prejudice. xvi. f. PRE- 
-++ JUDGE vb., after F. prejuger or L. prajüdi- 
care. So prejudice pre-dztdis injury, 
detriment XIII; previous or premature 
judgement XIV; preconceived opinion XVII 
= (O)F. préjudice ~ L. præjūdicium, f. præ 
PRE-+judicium judgement. pre-judice vb. 
affect injuriously xv; fprejudge xvi; fill 
with prejudice xvi1. -(O)F. préjudicier, f. 
the sb. prejudicial pred3ttdi‘fal injurious 
XV; Tprejudiced xvi. —(O)F. or late L. 


prelate pre:lot (eccl.) dignitary of episcopal 
or similar rank, x11 (La3.). —(O)F. prélat 
— Pr. prelat, etc. - L. pralátus, (eccl.) sb. 
use of pp. corr. to bra/ferre PREFER ; See -ATE!, 
So pre-lacy tfoffice of a prelate; govern- 
ment by prelates. xiv. C AN. prelacie - medL.. 
preldatia, f. preldtus. Hence prelatic(ar) 
prila:t-. XVII. 


prelection prile:kí(on public lecture in a 
college or university. xvi. — L. prelectid(n-) ; 
see PRE-, LECTION, So praLE' CTOR!, XVI. 


preliminary priliminori introductory to 
the main business. xvit. = F. préliminaire 
or modL. praliminaris, f. L. pre PRE--+ 
limin-, limen threshold (see LIMINAL). 


prelude pre‘ljid introductory action, con- 

dition, etc. XVI; (mus.) XVIL. = F. prélude 
(Rabelais) or medL. pralüdium, f. praolüdere. 
So prelude vb. (formerly prelu-de) serve 
as prelude to. xvir. —L. preliidere play 
beforehand, preface, f. pre PRE- + lidere 
play, f. ladus play (cf. LUDICROUS). 


premature pri--, preemotfuer occurring 
before the time. xvi. — L. praemátürus very 
or too early, f. prz PRE---mátürus MATURE. 


premeditate prime-diteit ponder before- 
hand. xvi. f. pp. stem of L. prameditári ; 
See PRE-, MEDITATE. So premedita‘TION. 
xv. —(O)F. or L. 


premier pre-mioz, pri-miog first in position 
or rank xv; first in time xvii; sb. prime 
minister (for p. minister XVII = F. premier 
ministre ‘first minister’) xviir (first applied to 
Viscount Charles Townshend 1726). ~(O)F. 
premier = Pr. premier, Sp. primero :- L. 
primárius PRIMARY. 


premiss, premise pre-mis A. (logic) pro- 
position from which another follows; pl. 
the two propositions of a syllogism (now 
distinguished as major and minor premiss) 
xiv (Ch., 'T'revisa). B. (leg., etc.) pl. matters 
stated previously; subject of a conveyance 


or bequest; lands and tenements as before- 
mentioned xv; building with its appur- 
tenances xvi. —(O)F. prémisse - medL. 
premissa, sb. use (sc. propositio) of fem. sg. 
and n. pl. pp. of L. pramittere send or set 
before, f. prae PRE- -- mittere put, send (see 
MISSION). 


premium pri-miam reward, prize; sum to 
be paid in an insurance policy, etc. XVII; fee 
for instruction in a trade, etc.; agio XVIII. 
- L. premium booty, reward (:- *præimium), 
f. pra PRE---emere buy, orig. take. 


premonition  primonríon  forewarning. 
XVI (earlier Tpremunition). —- F. premonicton 
or late L. pramonitió(n-), f. L. pramonére, 
whence premo: nish forewarn XVI; after 
MONISH, ADMONISH ; see -ITION. (In medL. 
praemonére was confused with pramunire; 
See PRZEMUNIRE.) premo'nitonY?. xvil. 


prentice pre: ntis. Aphetic of APPRENTICE. 
XIII (Cursor M.). 


preo:ccupy occupy or engage in advance. 
XVI; after L. praoccupáre seize beforehand, 
F. préoccuper. preo:CCUPA- TION, XVI. — F. or 


prep prep (colloq.) short for preparation, 
preparatory. XIX. 


prepare pripea‘: make ready. xv. -F. 
préparer or L. przeparáre, f. pro PRE--- 
paráre make ready (cf. PARE, PARENT). So 
preparaTION preporei‘fan. xIv (Gower). 
-(O)F.-L. preparatory pripz'rotori. xv. 
- late L. 


prepense pripe-ns (in malice p.) premedi- 
tated. xviir. For earlier +prepensed (xvi), 
of which the orig. form was ‘purpensed (xv) 
— AN., OF. purpensé, pp. of purpenser pre- 
meditate, f. pur-, pour- PRO-!-+ penser think 
(see PENSIVE). 


preponderate pripo:ndoreit weigh more 

or heavier. XviI (Cockeram). f. pp. stem 
of L. prxeponderdre, f. præ PRE--+ ponder-, 
pondus weight; see POISE, -ATE’, So pre- 
po:xnderaNcE xvii (Grew), -ancy (Sir T. 
Browne). 


preposition prepozr[on (gram.) part of 
speech forming adverb-equivalents with 
nouns and pronouns. XIV (Wycl. Bible, 
Prologue). —- L. przepositió(n-) putting be- 
fore, (tr. Gr. mpólecis) preposition, f. præ- 
A ; See PRE-, POSITION. Cf. F. préposition 
XV). 


prepossess pripoze:s Tpossess beforehand ; 

cause to be preoccupied; cause to have an 
opinion beforehand, esp. impress favour- 
ably. xvi. f. PRE--+PossEss, prob. after 
medL. or modL. prépossidére. Hence pre- 
POSSE'SSION. XVII. 


preposterous  pripo:storos inverted in 
position; contrary to nature or reason. 
XVI. f. L. $rzposterus 'before-behind', 
reversed, out of order or season, f. præ- 
posterus ; s¢e PRE-, POSTERIOR, -OUS. 
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PREPUCE 


PRESS 





prepuce pri‘pjis foreskin, xiv (also tpre- 
pucy XIV-XV). — L. præpütium (perh. f. præ 
PRE--}-an obscure el.), whence F. prépuce. 


prerogative priro:gotiv prior or peculiar 
privilege. xıv (Trevisa). — (O)F. prérogative 
or L. prarogátzva tribe or century to which 
it fell by lot to vote first in the comitia, pre- 
vious choice, prognostic, privilege, sb. use 
(orig. sc. tribus or centuria) of prarogattvus, 
f. prarogáre ask first, f. pre-+-rogdre ask; 
See PRE-, ROGATION, -ATIVE. 


presage pre'sida (formerly str. presa:ge) 
prognostic, omen XIV (Gower; not current 
till xv1) ; presentiment, foreboding xvz (Sh.). 
Chiefly =- F. présage, but in Gower immed. = 
its source, L. prasagium, f. praságire fore- 
bode, f. prz PRE- 4d- ságire perceive keenly 
(cf. SAGACIOUS, SEEK). So pre'sage vb. xvi. 
~ F. présager or L. 


presbyopia prezbioupio (path.) failure of 
eyesight characteristic of old age. xviii. 
m= modL., f. Gr. présbus old man-+6ps EYE+ 
-1Al, 


presbyter pre-zbiter elder in the early 
Christian church; Christian minister of the 
second order xvi (Hooker); tpresbyterian 
xvi. -ecclL. presbyter (Tertullian) - Gr. 
presbüteros in N.T. 'elder' of the Jewish 
sanhedrim, ‘elder’ of the apostolic church, 
sb. use of compar. (older, elder, senior) of 
présbus old (chiefly sb. old man). Cf. PRIEST. 
presby-teraTE! office of presbyter, body of 
presbyters. xvii. — ecclL. presbyteratus. So 
presbyterian -io:rion pert. to government 
by presbyters or elders; also sb. xvii. f. 
ecclL. presbyterium. pre:sbytery part of 
a church reserved for the clergy, sanctuary 
XV: body of presbyters or elders; presby- 
terianism xvi; (after F. presbytére) priest’s 
house xix. — OF, presbiterie — ecclL. presby- 
terium — Gr. presbutérion ; see -v*. 


prescience pre-jions foreknowledge. xiv 
(Ch. Wycl. Bible)  -(O)F. prescience 
—-ecclL. prascientia, f.  prascient-,  -éns 
(whence pre:scieNT xvi, Bacon), prp. of 
prascire, f. præ PRE- + scire know (see 
SCIENCE). 


prescribe priskrarb t hold by prescrip- 
tion xv; lay down as an injunction; order 
the use of (a medicine, etc.) xvr. — L. 
praescribere, f. pra PRE- -- scribere write (see 
SCRIPT). So prescri:prioN (title acquired 
by) uninterrupted use from time imme- 
morial xiv (Wycl.); limitation of time Xv; 
physician's prescribing of medicine XVI. 
-(O)F. - L. prescriptio(n-). prescri-ptive. 
XVIII. — late L. 


presence pre‘zons fact of being present; 
Tassembly, company XIV ; carriage or aspect 
xvi. —(O)F. présence- L. praesentia, f. 
praesent-, -éns (whence pre:sent adj. through 
(O)F., xix1 Cursor M.), f. prz PRE-- -séns, 


prp. of sum I am. So pre:sent sb. Tpresence ; 
thing presented xir (AncrR.). — OF. présent 
= Pr. presenz, Sp., It. presente offering, gift; 
orig. in present in or into the presence (of), 
hence, as a gift. present vb. prize:nt make 
present XII1 ; make an offering of xiv. - (O)F. 
- L. prassentáre, f. prasent- ; see -ENCE, -ENT. 
presenta‘TION. xiv (Maund., Wyclif). 
- (O)F. -— late L. pre-sentLy? tso as to be 
present xtv (Wyclif) ; (dial.) at present, now 
XV (Lydg., Caxton); soon XVI; orig. after 
medL. prasentiáliter. 


presentiment prize-ntimont mental im- 
pression of a future event. xvin. -F. 
t+presentiment (mod. press-), f. pré- PRE- + 
sentiment feeling, SENTIMENT. 


preserve priz3-1iv keep safe xiv (Barbour); 
keep alive; keep from physical change XVI; 
keep (game) for private use xvii. — (O)F. 
préserver — late L. praservare, f. bra PRE-4- 
serváre keep, protect, rel. formerly to servus 
SERF). Hence prese‘rve sb. tpreservative ; 
confectionery preparation XVI; wood or 
water preserved xix. So preserva' TION. 
xv. —-(O)F.- medL. prese rvarTivE. XIV 
(Trevisa). - (O)F. or medL. 


preside prizard occupythe seat of authority. 
XVII. — F. présider — L. præsidēre, f. præ 
PRE--} sedére SIT. So presidENT pre-zidant 
governor, appointed head. xiv (Ch., Tre- 
visa). — (O)F. président — L. prasident-, -éns, 
sb. use of prp. of prasidére. pre-sidENcv. 
XVI. = Sp., Pg. presidencia, lt. presidenza 
— medL. prasidentia. 


presidium prisi-diom presiding body ; stand- 
ing committee in communistic bodies. Xx. 
Russ. prezidium — lL. præsidium, f. preesidére. 


press! pres A. crowd, throng xiti; B. in- 
strument used to compress xiv (PPl); 
machine for imposing the impression of 
type on paper, etc. ; place for printing XVI; 
matter printed (/letter-p.) xviir. C. large 
cupboard xiv (Ch.). —(O)F. presse (corr. 
to Pr. fresa, Sp. prensa, It. pressa), f. presser 
= It. pressare- L. pressdre, f. press-, pp. 
stem of premere press. So press vb. bear 
down upon or against with force; crowd, 
push forward xiv; urge xvi. —(O)F. presser 
— L. pressure pre-for weight of pain, 
grief, etc. xiv (Wycl. Bible); action of 
moral or mental force; action of pressing 
XVII. - L. pressura, £. press- ; cf. OF. pressure. 


press? pres force (a man) into the navy or 
army, impress. xvi. alt., under the infl. 
of press! of tprest (xvi), f. tprest sb. loan, 
impost payment in advance, earnest-money 
paid to a recruit on enlistment xv, enlist- 
ment XVI. — OF. prest loan, advance pay for 
soldiers (mod. prét), f. prester ( prêter) afford, 
lend = Pr., Sp. prestar, It. prestare :— L. 
præstāre furnish, medL. lend, rel. to præstō 
at hand, within reach. Hence press (hist.) 
impressing of men for service XVI (repl. 
earlier tprest); whence f.-gang xVH, p.- 
money XVI (earlier Tprest-money). 


[707] 


PRESTIGE 








prestige presti:3 fillusion, conjuring trick 
xvii; briliance or glamour derived from 
past success, etc. XIX. =- F. prestige- L. 
prastigium illusion, more usu. preestigiz 
fem. pl. juggler's tricks, for *prestrigiz, f. 
prestringere bind fast, blind, dazzle (the 
eyes), f. bra PRE--l- stringere bind, press (see 
STRICT, STRINGENT). 


presto pre-stou (conjurer’s word) quickly, 
at once. Xvi. — It. presto, adv. use of adj. = 
OF. prest (mod. prét), Pr. prest, Sp. presto 
:- Rom. late L. prastus ready, quick, for 
earlier prest6 at hand. @ As a musical 
direction presto, with its superl. prestissimo, 
is an independent adoption (xvii), and short 
for tempo presto quick time. 


presume prizjū'm take upon oneself xiv 
(Barbour, Wycl.) ; take for granted xiv (PPI., 
Ch). - (O)F. présumer — L. praesumere anti- 
cipate, (later) assume, venture, f. prz PRE-4- 
sümere take (cf. ASSUME, etc.) So pre- 
sumptioN  priza:mPfon. xiir (AncrR,, 
Cursor M). -(O)F.-L. presu'mptivr. 
xvi. — F. présomptif - late L. presu-mp- 
tvous. xiv. —(O)F. - late L. 


pretend prite:nd f(refl.) put oneself forward 
xiv (Wyclif); profess falsely, feign xv. — F. 
prétendre or — L. prætendere stretch forth, 
put forward, allege, claim, f. præ PRE--+- 
tendere stretch, TEND?, So pretence, U.S. 
pretense prite:ns claim xv ; purpose, esp. 
false or alleged xvi. — AN. pretense - med L. 
*b5ratensa. prete:ndEn!. xvi. prete:nsioN 
assertion of claim. XVII. —- medL. praten- 
s10(n-), also -tid(n-), f. preetendere. 


preter-, preter- pri‘tor prefix repr. L. 
adv.-prep. preter past, by, beyond, more 
than, besides, compar. formation on prez 
PRE-: e.g. pretermi-t leave out, neglect XVI; 
leave off xix. = L. (cf. MISSION). preter- 
NA'TURAL beyond the range of nature. xvi. 
- medL. preterPLUPE'RFECT pluperfect 
(tgram., and gen.). xvi. = late L. in præ- 
teritum plusquam perfectum ‘more than per- 
fect past’ (Priscian). 


preterite, U.S. -it pre-tarit past; spec. 
(gram.) after L. præteritum tempus past tense 
(Quintilian). xiv (Ch. ; thereafter not before 
xv1). ~ (O)F. prétérit or L. preteritus gone 
by, pp. of praterire, f. prater PRETER- 4- ire 
go (cf. ambit, exit, transit). 


pretext prrtekst ostensible reason. XVI 
(More). -L. przetextus outward display, 
f. pratext-, pp. stem of pratexere weave in 
front, border, disguise, f. pra PRE--L texere 
weave (see TEXTILE). 


pretorian pritoo:rion see PRZETOR. 


pretty priti, pru-ti tcrafty, wily OE. (only); 
tclever; ingenious; fine, ‘brave’ xIv; beauti- 
ful in a slight or dainty manner; consider- 
able in quantity xv. OE. prettig, corr. to 
MLG. prattich capricious, overbearing, 
MDu. (ghe)pertich brisk, clever, roguish, 
Du.tprettig sportive, humorous; f. WGerm. 
*pratt- trick (whence OE. pret, surviving 


PRICE 





in Sc. prat perh. through LG. infl., MDu. 
parte, perte, Du. part, pret, ON. prettr), of 
unkn. origin; see -v!. Q The sense- 
development is paralleled in some of its 
features by canny, clever, cunning, fine, nice. 


prevail priveil Tbecome strong xiv (Tre- 

visa); be superior, gain the ascendant Xv; 
predominate XVII. Late ME. prevayle = L. 
prævalēre have greater power (see PRE-), 
with assim. to AVAIL. So prevalENT pre'və- 
lənt thaving great power xv1; Tpredomi- 
nant; in most extended use xvii. -L. 
pravalent-, -éns, prp. of prevalére. 


prevaricate priva-rikeit Tswerve from the 
right course XVI; act or speak evasively XVII. 
f. pp. stem of L. prevdricdri go crookedly, 
deviate from the right path, (of an advocate) 
practise collusion, (Vulg.) transgress, f. pre 
PRE- -+ wdricdre spread the legs apart, 
straddle, f. vdvus knock-kneed; see -ATE*. 
So prevarica'TION tdeviation from recti- 
tude xiv (Wycl. Bible); tcorrupt action 
XVI; evasive dealing xvir. — L.; so (O)F. 


prevenient privrniont preceding, spec. 
theol. of grace. xvii. — L. praventent-, -ens, 
prp. of pravenire; see next and -ENT. 


prevent prive:nt Tact in anticipation of xv; 
anticipate with guidance; forestall by pre- 
vious measures, hinder. xvi. f. pravent-, 
pp. stem of L. prevenire precede, anticipate, 
hinder, f. pra? PRE--+venire COME. So pre= 
vention, xvi. —(O)F. or late L. preve'n- 
tivE Tanticipatory xvii (Milton); acting as 
an obstacle xvir; also preve-ntATIVE. XVII. 


previous privios coming or going before 
XVII; coming too soon (orig. U.S.) XIX. f. 
L. prævius, f. præ PRE-+ via way (cf. DE- 
VIOUS, OBVIOUS, TRIVIAL). 


prey prei that which is taken by violence; 
animal hunted or killed x111; fig. victim XIV. 
ME. praie, preie — OF. preie (mod. proie) — 
Pr. preza, OSp. prea, It. preda, Rum. pradă 
w- L.. preda booty, prob. :- *praiheda, f. 
prai, præ PRE-+ *hed-, base of pra|hendere ; 
cf. PREDATORY, PREHENSILE. So prey vb. 
XII. - OF. preter, preer :- late L.predare, 
for earlier predari, f. prada. 


priapism prai-opizm persistent erection of 

the penis xvir; licentiousness xvii. — F. 
priapisme ~ late L. pridpismus — Gr. priápis- 
mos (Galen), f. priàpízein act Priapus, be 
lewd, f. Pridpos Greek and Roman god of 
procreation. 


price prais A. money, etc. paid for some- 
thing; TB. value, worth ; 1C. honour, praise ; 
TD. pre-eminence, superiority ; TE. reward, 
prize Xii. ME. pris, later priis, prijs, and 
(with final -e added to denote length of 2) 
prise, and finally price, with -ce as in BODICE, 
etc. = OF. pris (mod. prix) = Pr. pretz, Sp. 
precio, It. prezzo, Rum, prét:—- L. pretium 
price, value, wages, reward. See PRAISE, 
PRIZE, which superseded this word in some 
of its meanings ; but prize was repl. by price 
vb. assign a price to xv. 
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PRICK 


prick prik puncture, point, dot OE.; 
pointed object xiu (Cursor M.); act of 
pricking xiv. OE. prica, also pricca, price — 
MLG. pricke (LG., Du. prik). So prick vb. 
pierce OE. ; urge on XII; mark with dots 
XIV ; raise, erect XVI. OE. prician — (M)LG., 
(M)Du. prikken ; cf. OE. ápriccan (W Germ. 
*prikkjan), whence ME., dial. pritch. Words 
primarily of the LG. area (OS. prekunga 
corr. to OE. sb. pricung), the Scand. forms 
(Icel. prik, prika, etc.) being adopted thence; 
of unkn. origin. comp. p.-song written 
vocal music, as being denoted by 'pricks' 
on paper XVI; earlier pricked song XV. 
Q W. pric stick, brooch, Ir. prioca sting, 
are from Eng. 





pricket pri-kit A. spike on which to stick 
a candle, candle itself xiv; B. buck in its 
second year, having straight unbranched 
horns xv. = AL. priketius, -um, dim. f. 
PRICK; see -ET. 


prickle pri'kl tgoad OE.; 
excrescence of the epidermis. 
pricel, later form of pricels, f. base of 
PRICK (see -LE); corr. to MLG., MDu. 
prickel, prékel (Du. prikkel), whence G. 
prickel. Hence pri.cklv!. xvi. 


sharp-pointed 
xv. OE. 


pride praid high opinion of oneself OE. : 
consciousness of what is fitting to oneself ; 
(arch.) magnificence, pomp xri (La5.); the 
prime or flower xv. Late OE. pryde, secon- 
dary form (prob. after prid PROUD or ON. 
prýði) of prýte, prýtu, abstr. sb. f. prūd, pre- 
sumably on the model of such pairs as Aliud 
loud/ hiyd sound, noise, ful foul! fyIp filth. 
Hence pride vb. tbe proud; show oneself 
proud. XIII. 


priedieu pridjó: prayer-desk. xviii (Wal- 
pole). F., f. prier pray+ Dieu God, DEITY. 


priest prist clergyman in the second of the 
holy orders ; (sacrificing) minister of religion. 
OE. préost (with unexpl. é0), corr. to OHG. 
priast, prést, ON. prestr (perh. from OE. or 
OLG.); shortening of the form repr. by 
OF ris. préstere, OS., OHG. préster (MDu., 
Du., MHG., G. priester) — ecclL. presbyter 
PRESBYTER, through pop. *prēster (whence 
OF. prestre, F. prêtre, Sp. preste, It. prete), 
repr. in Eng. Prester John XIV (= OF. prestre 
Jehan; cf. medL. presbyter Johannes, Ít. 
prete Gianni), title of an alleged Christian 
priest and king of the East. Hence prie-st- 
ESS! XVII; earlier tpriestress (XV, XVII) 
- (O)F. prie:stHoop. OE. 


prig prig ftinker xvi; (sl.) thief; tdandy, 
coxcomb ; Tas vague pejorative ; +precisian, 
puritan, nonconformist minister XVII; one 
who affects an offensive propriety XVIII 
(Smollett, Gray, Johnson). rel. to prig vb. 
steal, haggle xv1; (Sc.) beg XVIII ; orig. words 
of rogues’ or thieves’ cant (Awdelay, Har- 
man); of unkn. origin. @ It is doubtful 
whether all the applications belong to one 
and the same word. 





PRIME 


prim prim affectedly precise or formal. 
XVIU. rel. to prim sb. and vb., of similar 
meaning (XVII) and prob. to tprim sb. pretty 
young woman (xvi); perh. all originating in 
cant or sl. use and ult. — OF. prin, fem. 
prime = Pr. prim excellent, fine, delicate 
eL. primu-s PRIME? (whence also modF. 
tprime fine, delicate). 





prima donna prai'mo (pri-ms) dono prin- 
cipal female performer in an opera. XVIII. 
It., ‘first lady’; see PRIME”, DAME. 


prima facie prai-mo fei-fii at first sight. 
xv (Lydg.). L. prima facté, i.e. abl. of fem. 
of primus first, PRIME?, and of faciés FACE. 
q Ch. and Lydg. have at prime face. 


primage praimids; allowance for the load- 

ing of a cargo. XVI. — AL. primágtum, f. 
primus first, PRIME?; cf. synon. Tprimegilt 
(xvi-xvii) - MLG. primgelt, and medL. 
primátor stevedore ; see -AGE. 


primal prai-mal primitive xvi (Sh.); prin- 
cipal xix (Byron, Wordsworth). - medL. 
primalis, f. primus PRIME”; see -AL’. 


primary praimori earliest, original xv; of 
the first rank xvi; of the first order or stage 
XVII; in many techn. uses, as f. colours, 
Thumours, planets xvit.. — L. primarius chief, 
principal, f. primus PRIME*; see -ARY. 


primate praimot chief bishop of a pro- 
vince. XIII (La3.). ME. primat, later -ate 
— (O)F. primat — late L. primat-, -às, sb. use 
of L. primás (Apuleius) of the first rank, 
chief, f. primus first, PRIME?. So primatiAL 
praimei' fəl. xvi. — F. primatial, f. medL. 
primátia (for earlier primatus), whence, partly 
through (O)F. primatie, pri-macy. xiv. 


primates  praimertiz, (now anglicized) 
praimeits (zool.) highest order of mamma- 
lia. xvii (sg. primas, Goldsmith). ~ modL. 
use (Linnzus) of pl. of primás ; see prec. 


prime! praim earliest of the day hours of 
the Western Church OE.; (arch.) first hour 
of the day XIII ; golden number xiv (R. Man- 
nyng); beginning, earliest time XIV ; choicest 
or finest part, time, etc. XVI. OE. prim - L. 
prima, sc. hóra first (hour), reinforced from 
(O)F. prime, from which or independently 
from L. the non-eccl. senses were derived ; 
see next. (| Cf. TERCE, SEXT, NONE. 


prime? praim Tfirst in order of time xiv; 
(arith.) having no integral factors but itself 
and one xvi (Billingsley); of first rank, im- 
portance, or quality XVII (Sh. ; ; p. minister 
PREMIER XVII). — (O)F. prime (now only in 
some phr.) — L. primus first, £. *pri-, rel. to 
pra PRE-, pro PRO-l, PRO-?. Hence prime 
sb. prime number xvi; and in other techn. 
uses, partly after F. prime; cf. prec. 


prime? praim fill, charge, load. xvi 
(Douglas). Connected with PRIMAGE, Sc. 
tprimegilt, but the basic meaning is not 
clear, 
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PRIME 


primet praim cover with a first coat of 
paint. XVII. perh. f. PRIME? after synon. F. 
imprimer (— L. imprimere IMPRESS). 


primer primol, praimor prayer-book for 
the laity xtv (PPl.); first reading-book, orig. 
containing elements of religious instruction 
xiv (Ch,); size of type (cf. BREVIER) XVI; 
elementary text-book xix. = AN. primer 
— medL. primarius (se. liber book), primàárium 
(sc. manuale), sb. uses of m. and n. of L. 
primdrius PRIMARY. 


primero primes‘rou gambling card-game. 
XVI. alt. (cf. -AbO) of Sp. primera (whence 
It. primiera), fem. of primero first = L. 
primdrius PRIMARY. € Associated or identi- 
fied with Tprima vista ‘first sight’ and tprime 
(xv), which seem to have been applied orig. 
to a sequence of the best cards. 


primeval, -zval praimi-v(a)!l pert. to the 
first ages of the world, xvi. f. L. primevus, 
f. primus first, PRIME*+ 2vum AGE; see -AL}, 


primitive primitiv pert, to early times, 
original. xiv. -(O)F. primitif, -ive, or L. 
primitivus first or earliest of its kind, f. 
primitus in the first place, f. primus PRIME? ; 
see -IVE. 


primogeniture praimoudse'nitfua1 condi- 
tion of being first-born, right or custom 
depending upon this. xvii (Bacon). -medL. 
primogenitüra, f£. L. primó adv. of primus first 
-Fgemitüra birth (after primogenitus first- 
born); see PRIME?, GENITIVE. 


primordial praimó:idiol pert. to the begin- 
ning. XIV (Trevisa). — late L. primórdiális, 
f. primórdium, sb. use of n. of primérdius 
original, f. primus PRIME?+base of 6rdiri 
begin; see -IAL. 


primrose pri'mrouz plant Primula veris. 
xv. Late ME. primerose, corr. to OF. prime- 
rose (now, hollyhock), medL. prima rosa ‘first’ 
or ‘earliest rose’; the reason for the name is 
not known. @ Superseded tprimerole (xtv), 
dim. formation, perh. more widely used. 


primula primjülo name of a genus used by 
Linnzgus. xviu. medL. primula, fem. (sc. 
planta plant) of dim. (see -ULE) of primus 
first, PRIME?; orig. in primula vérts ‘little 
firstling of spring’, applied to the cowslip 
and the field daisy. 


primum mobile praimom mou bili sup- 
posed outermost sphere added to the Ptole- 
maic system, carrying with it other spheres 
in its revolution. xv. medL. 'first moving 
thing’, n. of L. primus PRIME? and móbilis 
MOBILE; tr. Arab. al-muharrik al-awwal ‘the 
first mover’ (Avicenna). 


primus prai-mos presiding bishop in the 
Scottish Episcopal Church. xix. —L. primus 
PRIME?, 


prince prins sovereign ruler; chief; ruler 
of a small state xi. (AncrR.,, RGlouc., 
Cursor M.) ; male member of a royal family 
xiv. —(O)F. prince, corr. to Pr. prince, Sp., 
It. principe- L. principem, nom. princeps 


PRISON 


chief, leader, sovereign, f. primus PRIME?-+ 
-cip-, comb. form of stem of capere take (see 
HEAVE). 


principal prinsip(o) chief xi11 ; constitut- 
ing the primary or original sum XIV ; (gram.) 
XV1; sb. chief, head, superior; original sum 
XiV; chief actor xvi, —- (O)F. principal - L. 
principalis first, chief, original, f. princip-, 
princeps PRINCE; see -AL!, So principaLitTy 
-&'liti principalship; territory of a prince. 
xiv. —-OF. principalite (mod. principalité 
headship of a college) ; varying in ME. with 
principalte - OF, principalte (mod. princi- 
pauté princedom) —-late L. principálitás. 
principArE|. xiv. - (O)F. or L. 
principia prinsrpio first principles (of a 
subject) xvir. pl. of L. principium begin- 
ning, f. princip-, princeps chief (cf. PRINCE). 
principle prrnsipl Torigin, source; funda- 
mental source, quality, truth, etc. Xiv 
(Wyclif, Ch., Trevisa); general law or rule 
XVI (of nature XIX); (elementary) constituent 
XVII. = AN. *principle, var. of (O)F. principe 
— L. principium beginning, source, (pl.) 
foundations, elements, f. princip-, princeps 
first in place or time (see PRINCE). @ For 
parasitic / cf. manciple, participle. 


print print impression, impress X111 (Cursor 
M.); (typographical uses) xv. ME. przent(e), 
preint(e), preent(e), prent(e) (still mod. Sc.), 
later print(e) - OF. priente, preinte, sb. use 
of fem. pp. of preindre, older priembre — 
Pr., OSp. premer, It. premere :- L. premere 
prEss!; cf. (M)LG., (M)Du. prent. Hence 
print vb. impress, stamp XIV; (in typo- 
graphical uses) xvi (earlier enprynte, Caxton ; 
see IMPRINT). Elencepri‘mter!. xvi(prenter). 


prior! praroi officer of an abbey next below 
the abbot; head of offshoot of an abbey. xI. 
Late OE. prior, reinforced in ME. by OF. 
priur, priour (mod. prieur) - L. prior (-6r-), 
sb. use of prior former, elder, superior, 
compar. (t= *prizos) f. OL. pri (pre PRE-) 
before. So pri-orrss!l. xiri.. — OF. prioresse 
-- medL. priorissa. prilorv?. xiu. ~ AN. 
priorie, medL. priória. 

prior? prarior earlier, anterior; also advb. 
xvill. —L. prior; see prec. So priority 
praio'riti. xiv (Usk). - (O)F. - medL. 

prism prizm (geom.) solid figure of which 
the two ends are similar, equal, and parallel 
rectilinear figures and the sides parallelo- 
grams xvI (Billingsley); (optics) transparent 
body of this form xvi. = medL. prisma 
(Martianus Capella) — Gr. prísma, -mat- 
(Euclid), lit. thing sawn, f. prizein saw vb. 
(cf. prién, priein). So prismatic -z tik. 
XVIII (Pope). = F. or modL. 

prison prizn imprisonment, place of this. 
Xil. — OF. prisun, (mod.) prison — Pr. presó, 
Sp. prision, It. prigione += L.. prénsiónem, for 
prehensié(n-), n. of action f. preehendere, f. 
pre PRE-~ *hend-, var. of *hed- (cf. PREY, 
GET). So prisonER? prrznor. XIII; super- 
seded earlier prison so used, as in OF., Sp., 
It., and medL. 
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PRISTINE 


pristine pri-stain pert. to the earliest period. 
XV. = L. pristinus, f. base of priscus early, 
prīmus PRIME?, with suffix as in crdstinus of 
yesterday, dititinus long-lasting ; see -INE!. 


prithee priči (arch.) formula of request. 
xvI. Earlier pray the, preythe, clipped form 
of I pray thee. 


private praivit Tapplied by Wyclif to the 
friars ; not open to the public xtv (Trevisa); 
not holding a public position xv. — L. privd- 
tus withdrawn from public life, peculiar to 
oneself, sb. man in private life, prop. pp. of 
prīvāre bereave, deprive, f. prīvus single, 
individual, private, :- *preiuos (of Cltalic 
range); see -ATE?. Hence privacy pri'vosi, 
prai'vosi. xv (rare before xvi). privateer 
praivitio1 vessel owned and officered by 
private persons holding letters of marque, 
commander of this. xvit; after volunteer ; 
earlier called private man of war. priva- 
tion praivei‘fan depriving, being deprived 
xIv (Rolle, Trevisa). — L. privatid(n-), f. 
privàre. privativE pri votiv. XvI (Hooker, 
Bacon). - F. or L. 


privet pri'vit evergreen shrub Ligustrum 
vulgare. xvi (Elyot, Turner, also privie, 
dial. privy). Obscurely rel. to contemp. 
synon. primprint (Turner, Lyte), abbrev. 
(dial.) prim, primp; of unkn. origin. 


privilege pri-vilid3 private or particular 
right. xit. Early ME. privilegie, privilege 
= AN. *privilegie, (O)F. privilège — L. prīvi- 
lēgium legal provision affecting an individual, 
prerogative, f. prīvus PRIVATE + lēg-, lēx law 
(see LEGAL). So vb. =(O)F. privilégier 
—- medL. privilégidre. xiv (Ch., Trevisa). 
So privy privi Tprivatc; hidden, secret 
XIII; participating in knowledge (of) xiv; 
sb. Tintimate XIII; private place of easement 
x1v (Barbour); (leg.) partaker xv. ME. prive, 
privey, privy - (O)F. privé (as sb. in OF. 
familiar friend, private place) :— L. privdtu-s 
PRIVATE. See -y?. So privirv secret 
thing; Tprivacy Xii1; (chiefly pl.) private 
parts XIV; private knowledge xvi. - OF. 
priveté, -ité. @ The sense ‘place of ease- 
ment’ is found in medL. priveta, -ata, OF. 


priveit, MHG. privét(e), privàát(e). 


prize! praiz tbooty xiv (Ch., Gower) ; ship, 
etc. captured at sea XVI. — (OJF. prise cap- 
ture (of a ship), booty, captured vessel or 
cargo — Pr., Sp., It. presa :- Rom. *présa, 
*prénsa, sb. use of fem. pp. of *préndere 
~ L. praehendere seize (see PREY); became 
identified finally with PRIZE. 


prize? praiz testimate xv; esteem highly 
xiv, Late ME. prise (earlier Sc. priss) = pris-, 
tonic stem of OF. preister PRAISE. 


prize? praiz reward for superiority in a 
contest. xvi. Differentiated sp. of pris(e), 
PRICE, 


prizet praiz lever up. XVII. f. (dial.) prize 
(xiv) levering instrument - OF. prise grasp, 
seizure, PRIZE!, See PRY?, 





PROBATE 


pro! prou argument or person in favour of 
a proposal c.1400; now only in pro and con 
prouon?ko:n (reasons) for and against XVI, 
earlier pro and or et contra xv (Lydg., Cax- 
ton). L. pré for, on behalf of, to be grouped 
with PER, pr@ PRE-, pri- as in prior, primus 
PRIME”; see PRO-!, PRO-?, 


pro? prou short for comps. of PRO-!, as 
professional, proproctor. XIX. 


pro? prou L. prep. pré before, in front of, 
for, on behalf of, instead of, on account of 
(see PRO’), in several phrases domiciled since 
xv (pro tempore temporarily) and esp. XVI 
(pro forma as a matter of form, pro rata 
according to a RATE, proportionally). 


pro-! prou, pró repr. comb. form of L, 
adv.-prep. pró (see PRO!) having a var. 
pród- as in prodigal, pronounced with o in 
procurator, promise, prosecute, prostitute, 
proverb; with obscured vowel in proceed, 
procure, produce, profane, profound, promote, 
protect ; as a living prefix chiefly in the senses 
(1) ‘for’, ‘instead of’, ‘in place of’, as pro- 
cathedral; ‘acting as a deputy’, in imitation 
of, as proconsul; (2) ‘on the side of’, ‘favour- 
ing’,as in pro-Boer, pro-German, pro-war.For 
its reflex in F. pour-, pur-, see POURPARLER, 
POURPOINT, PURLIEU, PURLOIN, PURPORT, 
PURPOSE, PURVEY. 


pro-? prou, pro repr. comb. form of Gr, 
pro before (of time, position, priority), as in 
problem, proboscis, programme, prologue, 
prophet, prostate, protasis ; in recent scientific 
terms denoting (1) ‘earlier’, ‘primitive’; 
pro:chronisM, referring something to a too 
early date xvi1; propzedeutic proupidjü-tik 
pert. to preliminary instruction (Gr. pro- 
paidetiein teach beforehand); (2) ‘anterior’ 
(of position), ‘front’, as ProCEPHA‘LIC pert. 
to the fore-part of the head. prognathous 
pro:gnopes having projecting jaws (Gr. 
gndthos jaw). 
proa prouo Malay boat. xvi. Early vars. 
parao, paroo, prau, prow — Malay p(a)ra(h)a. 


probable pro:bobl Tsuch as to commend 
itself xiv (revisa); Tdemonstrable xv; 
having an appearance of truth xvir (Sh.). 
-(O)F. probable —- L. probabilis provable, 
credible, f. probáre; see PROBE, PROVE, ABLE. 
So probabiliorisw -biliórizm, -IST XVII; 
probabilism pro-babilizm, -Ist xvi1; de- 
signating tenets based on a greater or less 
degree of probability. 


probang prou‘ben (surg.) strip of whale- 
bone with sponge, button, etc. for intro- 
ducing into the throat. XVII. orig. provang, 
so named by the inventor, W. Rumsey; of 
unkn. origin (but cf. tprovet probe - F. 
éprouvette) ; alt. prob. after PROBE. 


probate prou:bot, -beit official proving of a 
wil. xv. —- L. probátum thing proved, sb. 
use of n.pp. of probáre PROVE; see -ATEI. So 
proba‘TIon testing; proving xv. —(O)F. 
probation or L. probatid(n-), f. probare; 
hence proba'tionER?. XVII. 
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PROBE 


PROCURE 





probe proub blunt instrument for exploring 

wounds, etc. xvi. -late L. proba proof, 
medL, examination, f. probdre ; hence probe 
vb. XVII. 


word and having no accent of its own. XIX. 
~ modL. procliticus (Hermann, 1801), f. Gr. 
proklinein lean forward, after late L. encliticus 
ENCLITIC. 


probity pro'biti, prou:biti moral integrity. | proclivity próklrviti inclination of mind 


Xv. — F. probité or L. probitas, f. probus 
good, honest :— *probhos, perh. orig. 'grow- 
ing well (as crops), f. pró forward (cf. 
PRO-D.r*bhwo- *bhū BE (cf. superbus 


or character. xvi. — L. próclivitás, f. pro- 
clits inclined (whence Tproclive xvi), f. 
fro PRO-!—- clivus slope (see pECLIVITY). 


SUPERB); see -ITY. proconsul prouko:nsal governor of an 


problem problem {difficult question, 
enigma xIv (Wycl. Bible, Ch.); question 
proposed for discussion; matter of in- 
quiry ; (geom.) proposition in which some- 
thing is required to be done (Billingsley) 
xvt, — (O)F. probléme or L. problēma = Gr. 
próbléma, f. probdllein put forth, f. pro 


ancient Roman province xiv (Wycl. Bible) ; 
(after F. of the Revolution period) governor 
of a modern colony, etc. xix (Scott). = L. 
proconsul, for pro consule (one acting) for the 
consul; see PRO-! (1) and coNsuL. So pro- 
co:nsulan. xvit. — L. próconsuláris, Simi- 
larly proPnzg-TOR. xvi. —L., for pró praetore. 


PRO-?-- bdllein throw (cf. BALLISTA, EM- | procrastinate proukraz'stineit put off to 


BLEM). So problema TIC XVII, -A'TICAL 
xvL - F. or late L. - Gr. 


proboscis proubosis, prdé-  elephant's 
trunk; elongated (tubular) part of insect’s 


another time. XVI. f. pp. stem of L. pró- 
crástináre, f. bró- PRO-1-- crástinus belonging 
to tomorrow, f. crds tomorrow (for the suffix 
cf. pristine); see -ATE?, 


mouth. xvir. = L. proboscis (Pliny) - Gr. | procreate prou-krieit beget, engender. xvi. 


proboskis lit. ‘means of providing food’, f. 
pré PRo-?-+ boskein cause to feed. 


proceed prósid go forward, come forth. 
xiv (Wycl. Bible, Ch., Gower). Late ME. 


f. pp. stem of L. prócreáre, f. pró PRO-!4- 
credre CREATE, after Tprocreate pp. (xv) and 
(O)F. procréer; see -ATE®. So procrea‘TION. 
xiv (Ch.). - (O)F. or L. 


procede - (O)F. procéder —- L. prócédere, f. | Procrustean proukr4:sstion tending to pro- 


prod PRO-l--cedere go; see CEDE. So pro- 
ce:dunre. xvii, — (OJF.,, f. the vb. 


proceleusmatic prou:sėljūsmæ'tik animat- 
ing; (pros.) consisting of four short syllables. 
xvi. -]late L. proceleusmaticus - Gr. pro- 
keleusmatikós, f. prokéleusma (-mat-), f. 
prokeletiein incite, f. pro PRO-?-T- keletiein bid, 


duce uniformity by violent methods. xix. 
f. Gr. Prokrotistés name of a fabulous robber 
of Attica who stretched or amputated his 
victims to conform them to the length of his 
bed, f. prokrotiein beat or hammer out, 
stretch out, f. pró PRO-?+ kroúein knock, 
which has Balto-Sl. cogns.; see -EAN. 


command ; see -ATIC. procto- pro:ktou comb. form of Gr. proktós 


process prou:sés fact of going on or being 


anus, in (mainly) anat. and surg. terms. XIX. 


carried on xiv (R. Mannyng, Rolle); pro- | proctor pro:ktor Tagent, deputy, proxy XIV 


ceedings at law xIv; outgrowth xvi; con- 
tinuous operation xvi. ME. proces - (O)F. 
proces — L. prócessus, f. pp. stem of prócédere ; 
orig. str. process, as still by Milton; but 
pro'cess is as early as Ch. Hence pro:cess 
vb.! A. (orig. Sc.) institute a process against 
XVI; B, treat by a special process xix. In A 
~ OF. processer, f. procès; in B f. the sb. So 


(Wyclif, Ch.); advocate, attorney xv; uni- 
versity officer representative of the Masters 
of Arts; representative of clergy in Convoca- 
tion xvi. Late ME. proctour, syncopated 
form of procketour, procutour, reduction of 
pro'curatour PROCURATOR. @ For the syn- 
cope cf, PROXY. 


procession prose:[on formalor ceremonia] | Procurator pro: kjüreite: orig. form of 


act of going in orderly succession XII; 
emanation (chiefly theol.) xiv. — (O)F. pro- 
cession — L.  prócessió(n-) advance, (later) 
religious procession, f. prócess-, pp. stem of 
procédere. Hence proce:ss vb.* go in pro- 
cession XIX; for the back-formation cf, 
progress vb. 


proclaim prökleim make public announce- 
ment of. x1v (Gower). Late ME. proclame 
-L. préclamdre cry out, f. prd PRo-1-+ 
cldmare ; see CLAIM, to the sp. of which this 
word was assim. So proclama TION pro- 
kləm- xv. - (O)F. - L. 


proclitic prouklitik (gram.) of a mono- 
syllable closely linked with the following 


[712] 


PROCTOR, surviving in Sc. p. fiscal, public 
prosecutor of a district. xii. = OF, pro- 
curateur or L. prócürátor manager, agent, 
deputy, collector in a province, f. préctirdre 
PROCURE; See -ATOR, and cf. PROCURER. 
Q For the corr. noun of action see PROXY. 


procure prokjuo: Tcontrive; bring about 


by effort ; obtain, win. x111 (RGlouc., Cursor 
M.). -—(O)F. procurer-—L. préctrdre take 
care of, attend to, manage, f. pró PRO-!4- 
curáre look after (see CURE). In ME. usu. 
str. procure, whence the weakened forms 
pro:cur, pro'cre, pyo'ker. So procu'rER?. 
XIV (in earliest use, advocate, defender, 
manager). —- AN. procurour, OF. procureur 
- L. prócürátórem, PROCURATOR. 


PROD 


prod prod stab or poke with a pointed in- 
strument, etc. xvi (Coverdale). perh. of 
purely sy -mbolic origin, but poss. a blending 
of POKE with dial. brod vb. Tsprout (xi), 
goad (xv), rel. to brod sb. Tsprout (xri), 
goad, prick (xiv) - ON. broddr — OE. brord 
spike, OHG. brort edge :— Germ. *brozdaz. 
q There is no obvious connexion with OE. 
prod-, protbor boring tool. 


prodigal prodigal extravagant in expendi- 
ture. (XV) xvi. — medL. proódigalis (implied 
in prodigáliter, brodigálitás), f. prodigus 
lavish, rel. to prodigere drive forward, cast 
before one, squander, f. prod-, var. of pró- 
PRO-! J- agere drive ; see ACT, -AL', So prodi- 
ga'LITY. XIV. - (O)F. - late L. (Boethius). 


prodigy pro:díidzi fomen, portent xvi; 
marvel; one of precocious genius XVIIL. = L, 
prõdigium, f. prod-, var. of pré pro-'+-an el. 
variously referred to aid (:— *agjd) I say, and 
agere (cf. ACT); see -yt So prodigious 
pradi-dzas tominous, portentous; of the 
nature of a prodigy. xvi. — L. prédigiésus; 
cf. F. prodigieux (Rabelais). 


prodromus pro:dromos Tforerunner ; intro- 
ductory treatise. XVII. - L. prodromus - 
Gr. prddromos precursor, sb. use of adj. 
‘running before’, f. pró PRO-? + -dromos 
running, dramein run. 


produce pródjü:s bring forward xv; bring 
into existence; extend in length xvi. - L. 
próodücere, f. pro PnRo-l--dücere lead (see 
DUCT). Hence produce sb. pro:djüs. xvir. 
So product pro-dakt quantity produced by 
multiplying xv ; thing produced by an opera- 
tion xvit. —L. préductum (math., Albertus 
Magnus), sb. use of n.pp. of pródücere. pro- 
duction  pred4:*kf[on. xv. -(OJ)F.-L. 
productive. xvir. -= F. or late L. 


proem prou:ém prefatory discourse. XIV 
(Ch.). Late ME. proheme (also prohemie) 
— OF. pro(h)eme (mod. proème) or L. pro- 
cemium (medL. prohémium) - Gr. prooimion 
prelude, f. prod pRO-? + oimé song, lay. 


profane prófern secular )(sacred xv ; ritually 
impure ; characterized by disregard of sacred 
things xvi. — OF. frophane (mod. profane) 
or L. profánus (med. prophdnus) not sacred, 
uninitiated, impious, lit. ‘before, i.e. outside, 
the temple’, f. p76 PRO-!+-fdnum temple, FANE. 
So profane vb. desecrate, violate. xiv 
(Wycl. Bible). ~ L. profdndre; cf. F. pro- 
faner. profana‘TION prof-. xvi. ~ F. or late 
L. profaniry prófz:niti. xvit (before xix 
profaneness was more frequent in Eng. )( Sc. 
and Amer. use). = late L. (Tertullian). 


profess pröfe'ss be professed have taken 
solemn religious vows XIV; trans. declare 
openly, affirm allegiance to, lay claim to 
knowledge of, teach as a professor xvi. In 
earliest use in pp. repl. tprofess (—(O)F. 
profés — Pr. profes, etc. — L. professus) ; later 
f. profess-, pp. stem of L. prófitéri declare 
aloud or publicly, f. pró PRO-! 4- fateri coN- 





proficient  prófi: font 


profligate 


profound  prófau:nd 


PROG 


FESS, rel. to fabula FABLE. So professioN 
prófe:[on taking of vows in a religious order 
xt (AncrR.); avowal of belief in or obedi- 
ence to religion; occupation professed XVI. 
— (O)F. profession — L. prófessio(n-); hence 
profe-ssionar!. XVIII. professor! prə- 
fe:so1 public teacher of the highest rank in 
a faculty of learning xiv (Wyclif); one who 
makes a profession (gen.) xv. —- (O)F. pro- 
fesseur or L. professor. Hence profe:ssor- 
ATEl. xiX. So professotiAL profisoo'riol. 
xvirt.f. L. prófessorius. professo-riATE! xix. 


proffer pro:fori put forward for acceptance. 


xii. — AN,, OF. proffrir, earlier poroffrir, 
puroffrir, £. por (+= L. pro PRO-J)-- offrir 
OFFER. So pro-ffer sb. xiv. — AN. profre = 
OF. *poroffre, f. the vb. 


Tmaking progress; 
that has made progress in learning. xvi. 
—-L. próficient-, -éns, prp. of proficere ad- 
vance, f. pro PpRO-'+-facere Do!, make; see 
-ENT. Hence proficiency. xvi (Coverdale). 


profile prou-fail, -fil outline, contour, or 


representation of this. xvir. — It. +profilo, 
now proffilo (whence also F. profil), f. tpro- 
filare draw in outline, f. PRO!- 4- filare spin, 
Tdraw a line - L. filare, f. filum thread ; see 
also PURFLE. 


profit pro:fit advantage, benefit; revenue, 


proceeds XiV; gain in a transaction XVII. 
~(O)F. profit = Pr. profech, Sp. provecho, 
Pg. proveito += L. prófectu-s progress, profit, 
f. pp. stem of prõficere (see PROFICIENT). So 
profit vb. xiv. — (OJF. profiter, f. the sb. ; 
hence profitkE: R!. xix. 


pro‘fligat  Toverthrown xvi; 
abandoned to vice xvi (sb. xvii). - L. pro- 
fligátus ruined, dissolute, pp. of profligáre 
cast down, ruin, f. bro PRO-! J- base flig- beat 
(cf. afflict, conflict, 1nflict) ; see -ATE?. Hence 
pro'fligacy. xvin. 


pro forma see PRO?. 


showing depth of 
thought or knowledge x1v; abstruse, recon- 
dite; physically deep Xv. -AN., OF. pro- 
fund, (also mod.) profond earlier parfund = 
Pr. preon, Cat. pregon, It. profondo :— L. 
profundu-s, f. bro- PRO-! -- fundus bottom 
(cf. FOUND!), So profu:ndirvy. xv. - OF. 
or late L. 


profuse prófjü:s liberal to excess Xv; very 


abundant xvii. — L. prófüsus, adj. use of 
pp. of profundere pour forth, f. pró PRo-14- 
fundere pour ;seeFusE. So profu:stoN. xvi. 
— F. (Montaigne) or L. 


prog! prog (sl.) victuals, provender. XVII. 


prob. f. dial. prog vb. poke about, as for food, 
of unkn. origin. 


prog? prog (sl.) proctor at the universities of 


Oxford and Cambridge (also proggins, perh. 
by assoc. with juggins, muggins). XIX. 


[713] 


PROGENY 


PROMETHEAN 





progeny pro-dzini offspring. xii (Cursor | prolepsis proule‘psis, -lip- anticipation, 


M.). — OF. progente — L. prógeniés descent, 
family, f. pr PRO-'4- *gen- (see KIN), after 
prégignere beget (cf. Skr. prajds, Av. fra- 
gainti§s posterity). 
prognosis  prognou'sis forecast of the 


esp. as techn. device in rhet. and gram. xvi. 
—]ate L. prolépsis (the pure L. term was occu- 
patio) - Gr. prólépsis, f. prolambdnein anti- 
cipate, f. pró PRO-? + lambánein take. So 
prole: ptic. xvii. — Gr. 


course of a case of disease. xvir. — late L. | proletarian prouliteə'rion pert. to the 


prognósis - Gr. prógnósis, f. progignóskein 
know beforehand; see PRO-?, GwNosis. So 
prognostic progno'stik previous indica- 
tion or token xv (Lydg.); symptom xvr. 
Earlier form pron- — OF. pronostique (mod. 
-1c) - L. prognosticum, -con —- Gr. prognósti- 
kón, sb. use of n. of adj. f. progigndsketn ; see 
-IC. Progno’sticATE’, xvi. f. pp. stem of 
medL. pro(g)ndsticdre. @ An altered form, 
medL. preendsticus, is repr. by late ME. 
prenostik (Gower, Ch.). 


programme, program  prougrem A. 
tSc. public notice xvii; B. descriptive 


lowest class of the people xv11 ; wage-earning 
xix. f. L. prolétdrius Roman citizen of the 
lowest class under the constitution of Servius 
Tullius, one who served the state not with 
his property but only with his offspring, 
(hence) common, low, f. *prdlétus provided 
with offspring, f. proles offspring, for 
*^roolés, or *proalés, f. pr PRO-!-} *ol- *al- 
grow (cf. ADOLESCENT, ALIMENT) ; Se€ -ARIAN. 
So proleta-riATE!. xix. — F. prolétariat, f.. 
L. próléetárius (whence F. prolétaire, which 
was current in Eng. in early xix), and pro:- 
letanv. xvi: (earlier than proletarian). 


notice or plan of intended proceedings XIX. | prolific prólifik producing (much) off- 


In sense A -late L. programma — Gr. prd- 
gramma public written notice, f. progrdphein 
write publicly, f. pró PRo-?-- grdphein write 
(see CARVE); in sense B — F. programme. 

progress prou'grés, pro:grés onward march ; 
visit of state Xv; forward movement XVI. 
— L. progressus, f. pp. stem of prógredi go 
forward, f. pró PRO-! J- gradi step, walk, go, 
f. gradus step (see GRADE). Hence progress 
vb.; earlier str. pro:gress; became obs. in 
England in xvii, but retained or formed 
afresh in America, whence it was readopted 
in England c.1800. So progression pr6- 
gre‘fn. xiv (Ch.). — F. or L. progressive 
XVII. =- F. 

prohibit prouhi-bit forbid. xv. f. prohibit-, 
pp. stem of L. prohibére hold back, prevent, 
forbid, f. pré in front, pro-!+habére hold 
(cf. exhibit, inhibit). So prohibi-rioN. xiv. 
-(O)F. or L. prohi bitive. xvir. =F. 

project pro:dasékt  Tdesign, scheme xiv; 
Tconception, notion XV1i ; proposal for execu- 
tion XVII. — L. prójectum, n. of pp. of fróicere 
throw forth, expel. f. pró PRO-lJ-Jacere 
throw. Cf. F. projet. So project pródse'kt 
plan xv; throw forward xvi. f. próject-, pp. 
stem of L. próicere. Cf. F. projeter, earlier 
Tpourjeter, which prob. suggested the forma- 
tion of the Eng. word. proje:ctirE. xvii. 
— modL. projectilis. proje-cTION action of 
projecting ; earliest in techn. sense of repre- 
sentation of a spherical surface on the flat. 


eh ht drill V Ma. PUPPI mra 


spring. XVIL ~medL. prolificus, f. L. 


prolés; see prec. and -FIC; cf. F. prolifique. 
prolix prou'liks, proulitks lengthy xv 


(Lydg.); lengthy in discourse xvI. = (O)F. 
prolixe or L. prõlixus spreading abroad, ex- 
tended, lit. ‘poured forth’, f. prd pro-!+-pp. 
formation on base of liguére be LIQUID. So 
proli:xxrrv. xiv (Ch.). - (OJ)F. - late L. 


prolocutor proulo:kjutox spokesman of an 


assembly. xv. -Ll. prólocütor pleader, 
advocate, agent-noun of préloqui speak out ; 
see PRO-!, LOCUTION. @ In medL. prolocutor 
varies with prelocutor one who speaks before 
others; cf. AL. prolocutor and praelocutor 
parliamenti Speaker. 


prologue prou'log preface to a discourse 


or drama xii (Cursor M.); speaker of this 
xvi. ME. prolog = (O)F. prologue = L. pro- 
logus — Gr. prólogos, f. pró PRO-? -+ lógos 
speech (cf. LOGOS). 


prolong prólo: extend in duration XV 


(tdelay, put off, Lydg.); lengthen in space 
or time XVI. -late L. prolongáre, f. pró 
PRO-14- longus LoNG ; cf. OF. prolonguer, var. 
of (O)F. prolonger, which superseded OF. 
por-, proloingier (see PURLOIN). So prolong- 
A'TION. XV (Caxton). - (O)F. or late L. 


prolusion prouljü:zon preliminary attempt, 


essay, or dissertation. XVII. = L. prõlüsið(n-), 
f. pp. stem of próludere, f. pró eRo-1-- lüdere 
play; see -SION. 


xvi (Recorde, Dee). - L.; so (O)F. promenade promina-d walk taken for 


prolate prouvleit lengthened in the direc- 
tion of the polar axis )( oblate. xvir. -L. 
prólátus, used as pp. of proferre bring for- 
ward, produce, f. pró PRO-! -- ferre BEAR?. 
So prola'rioN Tutterance; (mus.) relative 
duration of the minim to the semibreve. x1v 


(Gower). -L. 


exercise or amusement xvi (purmenade, 
-ado); place for this xvu. — F. promenade, 
f. se promener walk, refl. of promener cause 
to walk, alt. of pourmener, £. pour (= L. pro) 
J- mener lead (:—- late L. minare drive, for L. 
mindri threaten); see PRO-!, MENACE, -ADE. 
Hence vb. xvi. 


prolegomena prouligo:mino preliminary ob- | Promethean prómi'pion pert. to Prome- 


servations. xvit. pl. of L. prolegomenon (also 
used) - Gr. prolegómenon, n. of prp. pass. of 
prolégein say beforehand, f. pró PRO-?+ 
légein say (cf. Locos). 
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theus, a demigod who stole fire from Olympus 
and taught men its use. xvi (Sh.). See -EAN. 
Q Applied c.1830-60 to a kind of lucifer 
match. 


PROMINENT 


prominent prominent projecting XVI; 
conspicuous XVIII. = L. próminent-, -éns, 
prp. of prõminēre jut out, f. prd PRO-!-+- base 
meaning ‘jut’, repr. also by mōns MOUNT!, 
mentum chin, minæ projection of a wall; see 
-ENT and cf. eminent, imminent, menace. So 
pro'minENcE. XVI, 


promiscuous prómiskjuos of mixed or 
disorderly character. xvir. f. L. prõmiscuus, 
f. pr6 PRO-!+ miscére MIX: see -UoUS. Hence 
promiscu-ITY prom-. XIX. 


promise pro'mis assurance concerning the 
future. XIV. ~ L. promissum, sb. use of n. pp. 
of promittere send or put forth, promise, 
f. pró PRO-! -- mittere send (see MISSION). 
Hence pro:mise vb. xv (Lydg.); after 
(O)F. promettre or L. promittere. So pro:- 
missony. xvi. — medL. prómissórius. 


promontory pro'montori point of high 
land jutting into water. xvi. — medL. pró- 
montórtum, alt. (after mont-, móns MOUNT!) 
of L. promunturium, gen. considered to be 
f. prà PRO-! and a deriv. of móns; cf. -onY!. 


promote promou't advance in position XIV 
(T'revisa) ; further in growth xvt. f. prómoót-, 
pp. stem of L. promovére move forward; see 


PRO-!, MOVE. So proMoO-TION. xv (Caxton). 
-(OF.-L. 


prompt prom?t ready or quick to act. xv. 
~(O)F. prompt or L. promptus brought 
forth, manifest, ready, disposed, pp. of pró- 
mere bring forth, f£. pro PRO-!-- emere take 
(see EMPTION) So prompt vb. incite to 
action XIV; assist (a speaker) by suggesting 
what is to be said xv; suggest, inspire 
xvi, — medL. *promptare, f. L. promptus. 
pro:mptrn!. xv (theatr. xvii Sh.). 


promulgate pro-malgeit make known 
publicly. xvi (Palsgr.). f. pp. stem of L. 
promulgáre expose to public view, f. pró 
PRO-! 4- base of mulgére MILK, (hence) cause 
to issue forth, bring to light; see -ATE?. 


prone proun naturally inclined, disposed 
xiv (Wycl. Bible); bending forward and 
downward xvt; lying flat xvi. - L. pronus, 
f. pró forward (PRO?, PRO-J), with suffix as 
in infernus INFERNAL, internus INTERNAL. So 
prona‘TION (physiol.) putting a fore limb 
into a prone position, XVII. ~ F. or medL. 


(f. late L. préndre). prona:tor muscle 
effecting this. XVIIL 


PROPENSITY 





anténumia (Aristarchus, Dionysius Thrax), 
f. antí ANTI- --ónuma, ónoma NAME. So pro- 
nominar! próno:minol xvir. -late L. 
pronómindlis (Priscian) ; cf. NOMINAL. 


pronounce prónau ns utter formally ; speak 


in a set way. XiV (R. Mannyng, Wyclif, 
Gower). — OF. pronuncier (mod. prononcer), 
for earlier purnuncier — L. prónuntiàre pro- 
claim, narrate, f. pró PRO-! -L- nuntidre 
ANNOUNCE. S0 pronunciaATION prdénan- 
sierfon.. xv (Lydg.). - (O)F. or L. 


pronunciamento próna:nsiome'ntou mani- 


festo. xix (W. Irving). - Sp. pronuncia- 
miento, f. pronunciar (— L. prénuntidre 
PRONOUNCE) + -miento -MENT. 


proof prūf that which makes good a state- 


ment XIII (AncrR.); action of proving or 
testing XIV (Wyclif); something produced 
as a test XVI. Later ME. próf (obl. form 
próve, pl. próves), superseding earlier préf, 
préeve, preove - OF. preve, proeve, prueve 
(mod. preuve) = Pr. prova, Sp. prueba, It. 
prova i= late L. proba, f. probdre pPRovE. The 
substitution of prof for préf was due to 
assim. to the vb. ; the devocalization of v to f 
was consequent upon the loss of final e (cf. 
belief). Hence proof adj. of tested strength 
XVI (Sh.); prob. from ellipsis of of in Tarmour 
of proof (XV-XVII). 


prop prop rod, stake, or beam to support 


a weight. xv (Promp. Parv.). prob. - MDu. 
proppe vine-prop, support, corr. in form to 
MLG. proppe plug, stopper, bung, OHG. 
pfropfo sucker, shoot, graft, but the diver- 
sity of sense makes difficulties. Hence or 
- (M)LG., (M)Du. proppen, prop vb. xv. 
q Ir. propa, Gael. prop are from Eng. 


propaganda propoge-nds committee of 


cardinals charged with the foreign missions 
of the Church xvir; systematic scheme for 
the dissemination of a doctrine or practice 
XIX. — It. (Sp., Pg.) propaganda (whence F. 
propagande), extracted from the modL. title 
congregatio de propaganda fide congregation 
for propagating the faith ; fem. gerundive of 
L. propagare. propagate pro:pogeit multi- 
ply specimens of (a plant, etc.); cause to 
increase or spread. xvi. f. pp. stem of L. 
propágáre (prop.) multiply by means of 
layers or slips, rel. to propago, própágés set, 
layer, offspring, f. pró PRO-!-- *pág- fix ; see 
PACT, PAGE!, -ATE?, So DropagA' TION. Xv. 
- (O)F. or L. 


prong pron forked instrument xv; tine of a 
fork xvir. In early use also prang and varying 
with (dial.) sprong (xv); the form suggests 


proparoxytone see OXYTONE. 
propel prdpe’l texpel xv; drive forward 


connexion with MLG. prange pinching, 
pinching instrument, horse’s barnacle, Du. 
prang pinching, confinement, tshackle, LG., 
Du. prangen press, MHG. pfrengen (op-) 


xvil. ~L. prépellere, f. pré pro-'+ pellere 
drive (see COMPEL). So propulsion pró- 
pa‘lfan. xvi (Florio). ~medL. prépulsid(n-) ; 
so F., It. 


press, Goth. anal|praggan oppress (cf. rare 
ME. prangle press tightly, pinch). Cf. PANG. 


pronoun prounaun (gram.). xvi. f. PRO-! 
instead of + NOUN, after F. pronom (xv) and 
L. prénémen (Varro, Quintilian) tr. Gr. 
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propensity própe'nsiti favourable disposi- 
tion or tendency. xvi. f. propense disposed 
(xv1) - L. própensus inclining, inclined, pp. 
of própendére, f. bró PRO-! -- pendére:; see 
PENDENT, -ITY. 


PROPER 


PROSCRIBE 





proper pro:poi pert. to oneself or itself or 
to a person or thing particularly xu (Cursor 
M.); strictly pertaining; thorough, com- 
plete; excellent, fine xiv; specially adapted 
xv (cf. the adv. j ME. propre —(O)F. propre, 
corr. to Pr., etc. proprio - L. próprius one's 
own, special, peculiar, prob. f. *prō prīuð 
as a PRIVATE or peculiar thing. So pro'per- 
LY*, XIII (appropriately, fittingly, AncrR.); 
after (O)F. proprement, L. préprié. property 
pro‘paiti ownership (esp. private) XIII 
(Cursor M.); thing or things owned xv (not 
freq. before xvi1); attribute, quality xiv (R. 
Mannyng); tpropriety xIv (Wycl.) ; portable 
article for a dramatic performance xv. ME. 
proprete - AN. *proprete, (O)F. propriété 
— L. próprietás PROPRIETY. 


prophecy pro'fís action or function of a 
prophet, utterance of a prophet, prediction 
of events, XiI1 (ncrR., Cursor M.). - OF. 
profecie (mod. prophétie), corr. to Pr., Sp. 
profecia, It. profesia —- late L. prophétia — Gr. 
prophétía, £. brophétés prophet; see -cv. So 
prophesy pro-fisai speak asa prophet, XIV 
(PPL, Wycl. Bible). - OF. prophecier, f. 
prophecie ; the differentiation of sp. between 
vb. and sb. became established after 1700; 
for the pronunce. of final -y cf. vbs. in -FY 
and multiply. prophet profit inspired 
revealer of God's will xi1; one who predicts 
xiii (AncrR.). ME. profete, -phete —- (O)F. 
prophéte —-L. prophéta, -tes - Gr. prophétés 
interpreter, spokesman, esp. of the will of 
a deity, as in LXX and N.T., f. prd pro-?+ 
-phétés speaker, f. phé-, phánai speak. So 
pro:phetzss. xin (Cursor M). - OF. 
prophetesse - late L. prophétissa; prophetic 
profe-tik. xvi (Sh), -1cAL. xv. -F. or 
late L. 


prophylactic  profile:ktik preventive of 
disease. xvi. — F. prophylactique — Gr. pro- 
phulaktikós, f. prophuldssein keep guard 
before; see PRO-?, PHYLACTERY, -IC. 


propinquity própirrnkwiti nearness, proxi- 
mity. XIV (Ch.; of kinship). —- OF. pro- 
pinquité or L. propinquitas, f. propinquus 
neighbouring, f. prope near (cf. longinquus, 
f. longe far off), prob. for *proge (cf. proxi- 
mus PROXIMATE); see -ITY. 


propitiate prdpi-fieit render propitious. 

xvil. f. pp. stem of L. propitidre, f. propitius 
favourable, gracious; see -ATE*. So pro- 
pitia-TION. xiv (Wycl. Bible). propi-tia- 
toRvY?. xiu (Cursor M.) -ecclL. pro- 
pitious. xv(Bokenham). —- OF. fropicieus 
or f. L. propitius. 


propolis pro:pólis bee-glue, resinous sub- 
stance with which bees line their hives. xvit. 
- L. propolis (Pliny) = Gr. propolis (i) suburb, 
(ii) bee-glue, f. pró PRO-?-+ polis city. 


proportion propo:fon comparative part, 
share; comparative relation, relative size. 
XIV. Used by Wyclif, Chaucer, Trevisa, and 
Gower, but not fully current before xvi; 
-(O)F. proportion or L. próportió(n-) 


(Cicero, tr. Gr. avadoyia analogy), derived 
from phr. prd portiéne (tr. Gr. ava Aóyov) 
proportionally, i.e. prd pro-!-+ abl. of portid 


PORTION. So vb. make proportionate. XIV. 
— (O)F. or medL. proportiéndre. propo'r- 
tionasLE (Ch.). - late L. propo-rtions.! 
(sb., Ch.). - L. propo' rtionaTE* (T'revisa). 
~- late L. 


propose prəpou'z put forward for con- 
sideration. XIV. - (O)F. proposer, repr. L. 
própónere (see PRO-}, POSE). Hence pro- 
po'sAL?. xvir. So proposition propozr [on 
act of propounding or plan propounded xiv 
(Rolle, Wyclif, Usk); (math.) xv1 (Billings- 
ley) - (O)F. or L. (Cicero, tr. Gr. mpó0eors, 
mporaats, ree ES see PROTHESIS, PROTASIS, 
PROBLEM), f. pp. stem of própónere, whence 
propound própau:nd. xvi, alt. of tpro- 
powmne, for earlier propo-ne (xiv; chiefly 
Sc.) - L. própónere (for parasitic d cf. As- 
TOUND, COMPOUND, EXPOUND). 


proprætor see PROCONSUL. 


proprietary própraiitori grantee of one of 
certain Àmer. colonies ; proprietorship XVII ; 
adj. xv. — late L. proprietdrius (in medL. as 
sb. holder of property), f. proprietds PRO- 
PERTY; see -ARY. So proprietor pro- 
praiotoir one who holds something as 
property. XVII. alt. of prec. by irreg. sub- - 
stitution of suffix -TOR. 


propriety próprariti Tproperty xv ; fitness, 
appropriateness XVII; conformity with good 
usage XVIII. =~ (O)F. propriété -— L. próprietás 
peculiarity (Cicero; tr. Gr. i&iórgs), owner- 
ship, f. próüprius PROPER; see -ITY. 


propulsion see PROPEL. 


propylaum propili-am, -pai- entrance toa 
temple, etc.; introduction. xvin. L.- Gr. 
propulaion, sb. use of n. adj. ‘before the gate’. 

f. pró PRO-?-- pile gate. 


propylite pro-pilait (geol.) volcanic rock so 
named as opening the Tertiary epoch. XIX. 
f. Gr. própulon gateway, f. pró PRO-°-}- púlē 
gate; see -ITE. 


prorogue prórou'g Textend in time; dis- 

continue the meeting of (a legislative body, 
etc.) xv. Late ME. proroge, later -rogue 
(xvi) - (O)JF. proroger, T-guer- L. proro- 
gare, f. pro PRO-l--rogáre. So proroGa:- 
TION prou-, pra- xv. —(O)F. or L. 


proscenium  prousiniom in the ancient 
theatre, space between background and 
orchestra XVII; in the mod. theatre, space 
between curtain and orchestra xiX. -L. 
proscénium — Gr. proskénion, f. pró PRo-*4- 
skéné SCENE. 


proscribe pro(u)skraib post up the name of 

(a person) as condemned xvr; denounce, 
interdict XVIIL. — L. proscribere publish in 
writing, f. pro PRO-l-J-scribere write (see 
SCRIPTURE). So proscripTION. xiv (Tre- 
visa). - L. 
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PROSE 


prose prouz form of language not restricted 
in measure or rhythm xiv ; (eccl.) sequence 
xv (Pecock); matter-of-fact expression XVI; 
prosy discourse xvir. -(O)F. prose-L. 
prosa (sc. 6ratid, ‘straightforward discourse’), 
sb. use of fem. of prósus, for earlier prorsus 
straightforward, direct, contr. of pró-versus, 
pp. of provertere turn forwards, f. pró PRo-1 
+vertere turn (see ~wWARD). So prosaic 
prouzerik. xvi. - F. or late L. prósaicus 
(Fortunatus), after mosaic. pro:sv! xix. 





prosecute pro'sikjüt follow up, go on with 
XV; carry on; institute legal proceedings 
against XVI. f. prosecüut-, pp. stem of L. pro- 
sequi pursue, accompany, f. pro PRO-! J- sequi 
follow (see SEQUENCE). So prosecu TION. 
xvi. — OF. or late L. Cf. PURSUE. 


proselyte prə'silait convert, spec. to the 
Jewish religion. xiv. = late (Christian) L, 
prosélytus - Gr. proséluthos stranger, so- 
journer (LXX), convert to Judaism (N.T.), 
f. 2nd aorist stem (proséluth-) of prosérkhes- 
thai come to, approach. Hence pro:-selyt- 
IZE. XVII (fproselyte is somewhat earlier). 


prosody pro:sodi science of versification. 
xv. — L. prosédia accent of a syllable (Varro, 
Quintilian) —- Gr. prosdidid song sung to 
music, tone of a syllable, mark indicating 
this, f. prds to t= *proti (cf. Skr. pratt opposite 
to) -|-didé song, ODE; see -Y?. Cf. F. prosodie 
(xvi). 


prosopopeeia prosópópro (rhet.) figure by 

which an imaginary or absent person is 
represented as acting, (hence) personifica- 
tion. XVI. = L. (Quintilian) - Gr. prosó- 
popoiíaà representation in human form, f. 
prósópon face, person (f. prós to--óps EYE, 
face)-+ poiein make (cf. POET). 


prospect pro:spekt view afforded by a posi- 
tion Xv; spectacle, scene; mental vista xvi 
(Sh.. -L. prospectus look-out, view, f. 
próspicere, f. pro PRO-l--specere look (cf. 
ASPECT). So prospe:ct vb. [look forward 
XVI; explore a region for mineral xIx (from 
the use of the sb. for ‘spot giving promise 
of mineral deposit’). prospe'ctIvE. XVI. 
— obs. F. orlate L. prospe-ctus próspe-ktos 
description in advance of a proposed under- 
taking. xvur. -—L.; prob. after F. use 
(XVIII). 


prosper pro:spoi be fortunate or successful 
XV; trans. XVI. —(O)F. prospérer or L, 
prosperáre, f. prosper, brosperus doing well or 
successfully. So prosperirv prospe'riti. 
xil (AncrR.). -(O)F.- L. pro'sperous. 
xv. — F. Tprospereus, f. L. prosper. 


prostate pro-steit (anat.) gland at junction 
of neck of the bladder and the urethra. xvi 
(Sir T. Browne). - F. prostate (Paré) - 
modL. prostata- Gr. prostdtés one that 
stands before, guardian, f. pré PRO-*-+ statós 
placed, standing, f. *sta- (see STAND). 


prosthesis pro-spisis (philol.) addition of 
a letter or syllable at the beginning of a 





PROTEUS 


word. xvi. —late L. prosthesis (Charisius, 
Diomedes) — Gr. prósthesis, f. prostithénat 
add, f. prós to; see THESIS. 


prostitute pro'stitjüt Tadj. offered or ex- 
posed to lust Xv1; sb. woman given over to 
indiscriminate sexual intercourse for hire 
xvii (Purchas). -— L. fróstitütus (fem. présti- 
tüta as sb.), pp. of prostituere expose publicly, 
offer for sale, prostitute, f. pró PRo-!4- 
statuére set up, place (see STATUTE). So 
prostitute vb. xvi. f. pp. stem of the 
L.vb. prostitu:TioN. xvi. —(O)F. or late L. 


prostrate pro-streit lying with face to the 
ground. xiv. —L. préstrdtus, pp. of pré- 
sternere throw in front, cast down, f. pró 
PRO-! - sternere lay low ; see STRATUM, -ATE?. 
So vb. Xv. f. the pp. stem; formerly pro- 
stra:te. prostra'TIoN. XVI. = (O)F. or late L. 


protagonist pro(u)tæ'gənist chief personage 
in a drama XVII; leading person in a contest 
or cause XIX. -— Gr. prótagonistés, f. prótos 
first, PROTO--++ agénistés combatant, actor, f. 
agonizesthai contest, AGONIZE; see -IST. 


protasis pro-tosis tfirst part of a play; 
(gram.) introductory clause of a sentence. 
XVII. — L. protasts (Apuleius, Donatus) = Gr. 
protasis proposition, problem, etc., f. pro- 
teínein put forward, tender, f. pró PnRo-?4- 
teínein stretch (cf. TEND?, TENUOUS). 


protect próte-kt defend from injury. xvr. 
f. protect-, pp. stem of L. protegere cover in 
front, f. pré PRO-!+-tegere cover (see TEGU- 
MENT). So prote‘cTION. XIV. —(O)F. or 
late L. prote-cton!. xiv. - (O)F. - late L.; 
hence prote:ctorATEl. XVII. 


protégé, fem. -gée pra-tizei one under 
another's protection. xvin (Sheridan). F.,. 
pp. of protéger — L. protegere PROTECT. 


protein prou-tiin, -tin (chem.) one of a class 

of organic compounds forming essential 
constituents of living organisms. XIX. = F. 
protéine (Mulder 1838), G. protein, f. Gr. 
prótetos (n. as sb. -on chief place), f. prótos 
first (PROTO-); see -IN. Hence pro-terp? 
prou:tiid. xix. 


pro tem short for pro tempore (see PRO?). 


protest prou‘test protestation x1v; formal 
written declaration XVII; declaration of dis- 
sent xviir. — F. tprotest (mod. protêt), f. 
protester (whence protest protest vb. xv). 
— L. protestári declare formally, f. pr Pno-1 
-+testdri be a witness, assert (see TESTA- 
MENT). So protestANT pro'tistont applied 
to those who joined in the protest at the 
Diet of Spires in 1529; (hence) non-Roman- 
Catholic xvi (1539); (with pronunc. pró- 
te:stont) one who protests (gen.) xvir. = L. 
prótestáns, prp. of protestári. protestATION 
protéster:[on. xiv. - (O)F. = late L. 


proteus proutios, -tjüs (Gr. and Rom. 
myth.) sea-god fabled to change his shape, 
transf. and fig. xvi; amoeba; genus of 
amphibians xix. L. — Gr. Proteus. Hence 
pro-teAN changing, varying, XVI. 
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PROTO- 


— 


proto- proutou comb. form of Gr. prétos 
first, obscurely rel. to pró PRo-?; in many 
techn. terms; formerly chem. from 1804 
(protoxide, 'T. Thomson); pro:toMARTYR 
first martyr, e.g. St. Stephen. xv (Lydg.). 
- medL. protoNo'TARY principal notary, 
chief clerk. xv (Bokenham)  - medL. 
protoplasm prou-tóplazm substance con- 
stituting the physical basis of life. xix (1848, 
Lindley). — G. prótoplasma (H. von Mohl, 
1846), f. Gr. prótos first, PROTO- + pládsma 
moulded thing (see PLASMA); protoTYPE 
prou‘tétaip primary type. xvil. — F. or late 
L. protozoa proutdzou's (zool.) division 
of animals of the most primitive type. XIX 
(Coleridge). modL. (Goldfuss, 1818), f. Gr. 
próto- PROTO- 4- zóia animals; see ZOOLOGY, 
-A?, 

protocol prowu:tókol original note or minute 
of a transaction XV1; original draft or record 
of a diplomatic document XVII; etiquette of 
precedence, etc. XIX. orig. prothocoll (in 
earliest use Sc.)- OF. prothocole (mod. 
protocole), corr. to Pr. prothcolle, Sp. proto- 
colo, It. protocollo - medL. prótocollum — Gr. 
prótókollon fist leaf of a volume, fly-leaf 
glued to the case and containing an account 
of the contents, f. ?rótos PROTO- J- kólla glue. 


proton prou'ton (phys.) unit of matter 
associated with a charge of positive elec- 
tricity. XX. —n. sg. of Gr. prótos first. 


protract prótrae:kt A. lengthen out; B. 
draw to scale. xvi. f. prótract-, pp. stem of 
L. protrahere prolong, defer, in medL. also 
in sense B, f. pró PRo-!J- trahere draw ; cf. 
PORTRAY. SO ProTRA‘CTION. XVI, ~F. or 
late L. protra‘ctor! one who prolongs 
time, etc.; instrument used in setting off 
and measuring angles. XVII. — medL.. 


protrude prétri:d thrust forward; also 
intr. for refl. or pass. xvit. — L. protradere, 
f. pró PRO-! -J- trüdere press, thrust (see 
THREAT, and cf. ABSTRUSE). So protrwusioN. 
xvii (Sir T. Browne). - F. or modL. 


protuberant prétji‘berant bulging beyond 

the surface. xvii (Sir T. Browne). = prp. of 
late L. prétiberdre, f. prod PRO-! + tüber 
bump, swelling; see TUBER, -ANT. So pro- 
tu:beraNcE. xvii. - modL. 


proud praud having a high opinion of one- 

self OE.; feeling honoured; stately, grand 
XIII; Tvaliant xiv; overgrown, tumid xvi. 
Late OE. prüd (also prüt) — ON. priidr 
- OF. prud, prod, nom. pruz, proz, prouz 
(mod. preux) valiant, gallant = Pr. proz, 
Cat. prou, It. prode = Rom. *prddis (late L. 
próde, n. in pre-Vulg. a. 200), f. L. prodesse 
be of value, be good, f. prod, var. of ro 
PRO-! J- esse be (cf. ENS). Cf. PRIDE, PRUDE. 


prove prüv try, test XII; make good, estab- 
lnsh xix. OE. prófian, succeeded by - OF. 
prover (mod. prouver) — Pr. proar, Sp. 
probar, It. probare:-L. probdre test, 
approve, demonstrate, f. probus good (see 
PROBITY). For the ME. var. freove, preve, 
later prieve, Sc. preif, derived from OF. 


PROVIDE 





forms with radical stress (preuve, etc.) cf. 
MOVE. ‘The pp. proven prou:vn, prü'vn 
(orig. Sc. law), belongs to the var. preve, 
and is based on the analogy of tchese/chosen, 
cleave/cloven, weave/woven. 


provenance  pro:vonons, -nás place of 
orgin. XIX. F., f. prp. of provenir come 
forth - L. provenire, f. pro PRO-'J-venire 
COME. 'l'he form provenience próvi:nions, 
derived immed. from the prp. of the L. vb., 
is preferred in U.S.A. See -ANCE, -ENCE. 


Provengal próvi:sel, provonsá:Y pert. to 
Provence, former province in south-east 
France xv1; the Romance language spoken 
there xvir. Formerly f-2al, t-cial;- F. 
provençal = L. prõvinciälis PROVINCIAL; the 
southern part of ancient Gaul, Gallia Narbo- 
nensis, which came under Roman rule long 
before the rest, was familiarly styled (nostra) 
provincia the or our province. 


provender prəo'vindər tprebend ; food, pro- 
visions. XIV. - OF. provendre, var. of provende 
= It. profenda :- Rom. *prébenda (whence 
also OS. provenda, OHG. pfruonta, G. 
pfriinde, ON. prdfenda), alt. of L. prebenda 
PREBEND (cf. PROVOST). @ For parasitic v 
cf. PHILOSOPHER. 


proverb pro:-vàib short pithy saying em- 
bodying a general truth. xiv (first in the 
biblical title, R. Mannyng ; in gen. use, Ch., 
Wycl., Gower). —(O)F. proverbe or L. 
próverbium, f. bró PRO-! - verbum wonp, as 
if ‘a set of words put forth’ (cf. the formation 
of adagium ADAGE) So prove rbiar. xv. 


proviant pro'viænt provision, commissariat. 
XVII (introduced by soldiers who served in 
the Thirty Years War 1618-48). — G. pro- 
viant (cf. Du. proviand) = It. provianda, alt. 
of Tprovenda (see PROVENDER). 


provide provatd t(intr.) exercise foresight ; 
furnish for use; fit out. xv. — L. próvidére 
foresee, attend to, f. prd pro-!+ vidére (see 
VISION); cf. PURVEY. So providENCE pro’- 
videns foresight, prevision, timely care x1v 
(Wycl. Bible, Gower); applied to God xvi. 
-(O)F. or L. pro:videxr. xv. = L, (cf. 
PRUDENT). Hence provide ntiaL. XVII. 
provision próvizon appointment to a see 
or benefice not yet vacant xtv (Wycl., Tre- 
visa); foresight, providing in advance; 
clause providing for a matter; supply of 
necessaries, etc. xv; supply of food xvi. 
~(O)F. provision = L. frovisió(n-), f. pp. 
stem of providére PROVIDE ; see -ION. Hence 
provi:ssionAL'. xvir; after F. Tprovisionnal 
(now -el) proviso  provarzou clause 
making a condition. XV. - L. próvisó, abl. 
sg. n. of pp. of prdvidére PROVIDE, as used in 
medL. phr. prévisd quod (or ut). . it being 
provided that.. (cf. F. pourvu que..). pro- 
visor próvaizoi holder of a certain grant 
(now hist. in Statute of Provisors) ; (arch.) 
one who provides, or purveys xiv. = AN. 
provisour (F. proviseur) — L.. provisor, agent- 
noun of próvidére PROVIDE ; see -ORI 
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PROVINCE 


PRYTANEUM 





province pro'vins district, region xIv (R. 
Mannyng); territory outside Italy under 
Roman rule, hence gen. xiv; department of 
activity xvii (Bacon). - (O)F . province — L. 
provincia charge, official duty, administra- 
tion or region of conquered territory, of 
unkn. origin. So provinciar próvi:nfol. 
xiv (PPL, Wyclif). -(O)F.- L. Cf. PRo- 
VENGAL. Hence provi-ncialism. XVIII, 


provoke provouk incite, esp. to anger; 
call forth, evoke. xv. —(O)F. provoquer or 
L. prévocare, f. prd Pro-1+ vocare call (see 
VOCATION). So provoca‘TION, ProvocaTIVE 
-vVo*k-. xv. - (O)F. or (late) L. 


provost pro'vost, (in p. marshal) provou: 
official set over others (in various spec. 
uses). Late OE. profost (also prafost), corr. 
to MLG., MDu. provest, MDu. proofst (Du. 
proost), OHG. probost (G. probst, propst), 

Norw. prófastr; in ME. reinforced from 
AN. provost (also prevost, modF. prévôt) 
- medL. prõpositus, used alongside præ- 
positus, sb. use of pp. of L. præpõnere, 
f. pre PRE-, PRO-! 4+ ponere place (see 
POSITION). 


prow prau fore-part of a sailing vessel. xv. 
- (O)F. proue ~= Pr. proa or It. dial. (Genoese, 
Sicilian) prua = Sp., Pg. proa, It. proda 
:- L. préra — Gr. préira, f. base repr. by L. 
pré before, in front of (pro-1). The earlier 
pronunc. prou continued till early xix; 
the present one may be due to assoc. with 
BOW?, 


prowess prau‘is valour, manly courage. 
xix (RGlouc.) - OF. proesce (mod. prou- 
esse) = Pr., Sp. proeza, It. prodezza; f. OF. 
prou (whence tprow adj. worthy, valiant 
XIV), early prod, etc.; see PROUD, -ESS?. 


prowl praul go about in search of some- 
thing, esp. plunder. xiv (Ch.). Late ME. 
prolle, of unkn. origin. The earlier pronunc. 
was prél, proul, Dryden rhyming controll] 
prole, proul'd[fold ; the graphic change (xvi) 
of prolle to proule, prowle finally induced a 
change of pronunc. 


proximate pro:ksimot immediately adja- 
cent XVI ; coming next XVII. — L. proximdtus, 
pp. of proximdre approach, f. proximus 
nearest, superl. of *proge, var. of prope near 
(cf. APPROACH, PROPINQUITY) ; see -ATE?, So 
proxi-mity nearness. XV. — (O)F. or L. 


proxy pro‘ksi action of a substitute or 
deputy xv; document authorizing a person 
to act for another xvi. Earlier forms pro- 
custe, prokecye, proccy, contr. of fTprocracy, 
Tpro:curacy (xiii) - medL. précirdtia, repl. 
L. prócürátió PROCURATION ; see -ACY and cf. 
PROCTOR. 


prude prüd woman who affects excessive 
modesty or propriety ; talso adj. xvii. = F, 
prude adj. and sb. (Moliére), back-forma- 
tion from prudefemme, misunderstood as 
adj.tsb. but prop. fem. (f. *preu de femme) 
corr. to prud' homme good man and true, 


earlier prodome (f. *pru de ome ‘fine thing of 
aman’); cf. PROUD. Hence pru-disH!. xviii 
(Pope). So pru-dznvy. xvii (Steele). — 
pruderie (Moliére). 


prudent prü:dont marked by sound practi- 
cal judgement. xiv (Wycl. Bible, Ch.). 
—(O)F. prudent or L. priidéns foreseeing, 
sagacious :— *prowidéns, f. pro PRO-!+prp. 
of vidére (cf. the new formation proóvidéns 
PROVIDENT). So prudence. xiv. - (O)F. 
-L. prudentiaL. xvii. -medL. or f. L. 
priidentia. 


prune! priin dried fruit of the plum-tree. 
XIV. -(O)F. prune — Pr. OSp. pruna, 
Rum. rund :- Rom. *prüna, fem. sg. for L. 
n. prüna, pl. of priinum = Gr. protinon, later 
form of protimnon PLUM. 


prune?’ priin trim (feathers) with the beak. 
xiv. ME. prune, pruyne, also proyne, Sc. 
prunge - pres. stem poroign- of OF. por- 
oindre, f. por- (mod. pour-) :- L. pró- PRo-1 
J-oindre :— L. ungere anoint (see UNGUENT). 
C£. PREEN. 


prune? prün lop superfluous growth from. 
xv (Lydg.). Early forms prouyne, proine, 
pruine- OF. proignier, earlier prooignier 
:- Rom.  *prórotundiüre, f. pro PRO-i4- 
*rotundidre cut round (whence F. rogner 
clip, prune, ttonsure), f. rotundus ROUND. 


prunella prune'lə strong (worsted) stuff 
used for academic gowns. XVII. Of uncer- 
tain origin; tprunello and prunella may be 
alterations after Sp. or It. of F. prunelle 
(xvir), derived by some from prune plum 
(PRUNE), as if ‘plum-coloured stuff’. 


prurient pruorjent itching, having an 
itching desire XVII; given to lewd thoughts 
xvin. — L. prürient-, -éns, prp. of prürire 
itch, long, be wanton ; see -ENT. So prurigo 
-àl'gou, pruritus -artos itching xvi. L. 


Prussian pra:fon pert. to Prussia, a Baltic 
territory, f. Prusst (or Borussi), a people 
belonging to the Balto-Slavic group whose 
language (Old P.) became obsolete in the 
17th century ; see -IAN. XVII. 


prussic pra:ssik pert. to or derived from 
Prussian blue, which was so called from 
having been discovered (1704) by Diesbach, 
a Berlin colour-maker ; 5. acid, hydrocyanic 
acid, CNH. xvin. = F. prussique (de Mor- 
veau, 1787), £. Prusse Prussia; see -IC. 


pry? prai look closely or inquisitively. xiv. 
Of unkn. origin. 


pry? prai (dial. and U.S.) prize up. XIX. 
Evolved from PRIZE* through apprehending 
the final cons. as the ending of the 3rd sg. 
pres. ind. 


prytaneum  pritonrom public ball of a 
Greek state or city. xvi. -L. prytanéum 
- Gr. prutaneíon, f. prútanis prince, ruler( at 
Athens), president, rel. to protainí before. 
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PSALM 


psalm sam sacred song or hymn, spec. one 
of the collection in the Bible so entitled. 
OE. psalm, psealm, s(e)alm (reinforced in 
ME. from OF.), corr. to OHG. (p)salmo 
(G. psalm), ON. (p)salmr = late L. psalmus 
(whence OF. saume, F. psaume, etc.) — Gr. 
psalmós plucking with the fingers, sounding 
of the harp, (in LXX and N.T.) song sung 
to the harp, f. psdllein pluck, twang, play 
with the fingers, sing to the harp, perh. rel. 
to L. palpare (see PALPITATION). So psalm- 
IST sà:mist author of a psalm or psalms. xv. 
- late L. psa:Imody?. xiv (Rolle). = late L. 
psalmodia (Jerome)- Gr. psalmdidid, f. 
psalmoidós psalmist (see opE). So psalter 
so'tox book of psalms OE. (p)saltere, corr. 
to OHG. (p)salteri, ON. (p)saltari — late L. 
psaltérium = Gr. psaltérion stringed instru- 
ment, (in Christian L. and Gr. writers) the 
book of Psalms of the O.T., f. psdllein; 
ME. sauter-AN. sauter, OF. sautier (mod. 
psautier). psaltery sd-ltori ancient stringed 
instrument. XIII. ME. sautre, sautrie - OF. 
sautere, -erie = L. psaltérium; all finally 
superseded by latinized forms in ps-, which 
have been exclusively used since 1600. 


psephology psifodlodzi study of the con- 
duct of public elections. xx. f. Gr. pséphos 
pebble, vote (rel. to psdmmos sandy, L. 
sabulum sand)-+ -Loey. 


pseudo- (p)sjürdou before a vowel pseud-, 
repr. comb. el. of Gr. pseudés false, pseûdos 
falsehood, in comps. adopted (often through 
L.) from Gr. or modelled on them. 


pseudonym (p)sjü-donim fictitious name. 
XIX. —F. pseudonyme — Gr. pseudónumon, 
n. of pseudónumos (ónuma, ónoma NAME), 
whence pseudonymous -o:nimos. xvilr. 


pshaw (p)f5 natural excl. of rejection. xv. 
Cf. PISH, Tpush (XVI), TUSH. 


psittacosis (p)sitakoursis contagious disease 
of birds, esp. parrots. xix. modL., irreg. f. 
L. psittacus — Gr. psittakós parrot ; see -OsIs. 


psoriasis (p)sÓrarosis (path.) disease of the 

skin. xiX. — modL.. psoriásis — Gr. psóríasis, 
f. psórián itch, f. psórd itch, rel. to psén 
scratch, rake, reduce to dust, Skr. bhas 
crush, chew, devour. 


psyche (p)sarki soul, spirit, mind. xvir. 
-L. psyché - Gr. psükhé breath, soul, life, 
rel. to psukhein breathe, blow, cool, psykhrós 
cool (whence comb. form psychro-). So 
psy-chic xix, -ICAL XVII (More; rare before 
XIX); first in senses pert. to soul or mind, 
from 1878 (psychical research) pert. to condi- 
tions supposed to be outside the physical 
domain. — Gr. psükhikós (cf. late L. psychicus 
carnal, Tertullian). psycho- sai:kou, saiko:, 
comb. form of Gr. psükhé used in techn. 
terms since XVII, but prolifically only since 
mid-xix; before a vowel psych-e, as in 
psychiatry  -arotri healing of mental 
disease (Gr. hidirds healer). psycho_ocy 


PUBLIC 





saiko‘lad3i science of the human soul or 
mind. xvi1 (only occas. before x1x). 7 modL. 
psychologia (xvi, Melanchthon, Freigius, 
Goclenius); cf. F., G. psychologie. So psy- 
cholo:gicAL pert. to psychology; loosely 
used for 'psychical xviit; cf. F. psychologique, 
G. psychologisch. In p. moment moment at 
which the mind is prepared to receive what 
is to happen; through F., a journalistic 
perversion of G. das psychologische Moment 
through confusion of der Moment moment 
(of time) with das Moment operative factor, 
momentum. 


ptarmigan tà:imigon bird of the grouse 
family, Lagopus alpinus or mutus. XVI. 
Early forms (in Sc. use) termigan(t), terma- 
gant, tormichan — Gael. tarmachan, of unkn. 
origin; fancifully sp. ptarmigan (after Gr. 
words with pt-, e.g. pterdn wing) by Sibbald 
in ‘Scotia Illustrata’, 1684, and hence by 
Pennant in his ‘Zoology’, 1768. 


pterido- (p)te:xrido(u) repr. comb. form of 
Gr. pterís, -id- fern, rel. to pterón (see next). 


pterodactyl (p)teroudze-ktil extinct winged 
reptile. xix. — modL. pterodactylus, f£. Gr. 
pterón wing-i- ddktulos finger; see FEATHER, 
DACTYL. So pte-rosaur. XIX; see SAURUS. 


pterygoid (p)te-rigoid wing-like. xvi. f. 
Gr. pterug-, ptérux wing, fin (cf. prec.)+ 
-OID. 

ptisane tizze-n medicinal decoction, orig. 
barley-water. xiv. Earher tizanne, tysan, 
later ptisane (xvI) — (O)F. tisane, later 
tptisane - medL. tisana, —- L. ptisana — Gr. 
ptiséné peeled barley, barley-water, f. base 
of ptissein peel, bray (cf. L. pinsere knead; 
see PESTLE). 


Ptolemaic tolimeiik pert. to (the astro- 
nomical system of) Ptolemy (L. -æus, Gr. 
-atos) of Alexandria (iI A.D.). xvi (earlier 
-zeran). See -IC. 


ptomaine tou':mein, toumern gen. name 
for alkaloid bodies found in putrefying mat- 
ter. XIX. -F. ptomaine - It. ptomaina 
(Selmi, of Bologna), irreg. f. Gr. ptóma 
(-at-) corpse, lit. ‘fallen body’, f. *p(e)t- 
fall (cf. L. petere make for; see PETITION). 
See -INE?, 


puberty pja-basti condition of having be- 
come functionally capable of producing 
offspring. xiv (Wycl. Bible, Trevisa; not 
frequent till xvi). - L. pübertds (or the 
deriv. F. puberté), f. püber, pubes, -is (-er-) 
adult, pubés pubic hair; see -Ty. So pubes 
pjü'biz xvi, whence pu:bic xix. pubres- 
CENT of the age of puberty xvii; downy 
xvi. — FF. pubescent or L. pübéscent-, -éns, 
prp. of pübéscere reach the age of puberty. 
pubrEscENCE. XVII. 


public pa-blik pert. to the people or to a 
community as a whole xv; sb. in p. (tr. F. en 
publie, L. 1n publico) xv; the state or com- 
monwealth ; the community as a whole XVII; 
short for p. house (xvit), i.e. of entertainment 
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PUBLISH 


XVIII. —(O)F. public, -ique or L. publicus, 
based on piibes adult (see prec.) with cross- 
ing from poplicus, f. populus PEOPLE ; see -IC. 
So publican tax-gatherer x11; keeper of a 
public house xvi. —(O)F. publicain = L. 
publicénus orig. farmer general of the 
revenues, f. püblicum public revenue, sb. 
use of n. of publicus. pu:blicisTr -isist one 
learned in international law xviti1; political 
journalist xix; publicity agent xx. - F., f. 
L. (jüs) püblicum public law. publicity 
-i*siti being open to public observation XVIII; 
making things public xx. - F. pu-bli- 
CIZE. XX. 


publish pa-blif make publicly known xiv; 
issue copies of (a book, etc.) to the public 
xvi. ME. puplise, -ische, publishe, f. stem of 
OF. puplier, (also mod.) publier - L. páübli- 
care make public, f. publicus; see -IisH?, So 
publication. xiv. - (O)F. - L. 


puccoon paki-n N. Amer. plant yielding 
a red pigment. XVII (Capt. Smith). Algon- 
quian. 


puce pjüs purplish-brown. xvur. —(O)F. 
puce flea (couleur puce ‘flea colour’ xvi1) :- 
L. pülicem, pülex, ult. rel. to FLEA. 


Puck pak dial. Pook? fevil spirit or 
demon, spec. the Devil OE.; mischievous 
sprite, called also Robin Goodfellow and 
Hobgoblin xvi. Late OE. piica (in glosses 
and place-names) = ON. púki mischievous 
demon ; cf. W. pwea, pwei, Ir. ptica; whether 
Germ. or Celtic origin is prior is uncertain. 


pucka see PUKKA. 


pucker pa-kor contract into wrinkles. xvi. 
prob. frequent. f. base pok- of POKE!, POCKET, 
as if ‘make pockets’, ‘form into bag-like 
gatherings’; see -ER*. Cf. F. faire des poches 
bag, pucker. Hence pu'cker sb. xvirr. 


pud pad hand of a child, paw of an animal. 

xvi. Nursery word of unkn. origin, but 
poss. var. of PAD. Hence (perh.) pudsy 
pA:dzi plump xvin, poss. alt. to pudgy 
pa'd31 short and thick, whence by back- 
formation pudge short thickset person x1x 
(cf. PODGE). 


pudding pu-din animal’s stomach or in- 
testine stuffed with meat, etc. x1II; (dial.) 
pl. entrails xv; preparation of food with 
basis of flour boiled, orig. in a bag xvi. ME. 
poding, puddyng, corr. in meaning to (O)F. 
boudin, which it is difficult or impossible to 
connect formally. Similar words in Germ. 
and Celtic langs. are from Eng. 


puddle padi small dirty pool. xiv (R. 
Mannyng). ME. podel, later puddel, dim. 
of OE. pudd ditch, furrow; see -Le!. Cf. 
OE. pydel (see PIDDLE) and G. dial. pudel, 
pfudel. So pu'ddle vb. dabble in mud, etc. 
XV; make muddy xvi; stir (molten iron) 
xvii. Cf. Du. poedelen, LG. pud(d)eln. 
q W. pwdel is from Eng. 


PUISNE 


pudendum, pl. -enda pjude'ndəm, -də 
private parts XVII (once XIV). —- late L. pu- 
denda, sb. use of n. sg. and pl. of pudendus 
gerundive of L. pudet it is shameful. 


puerile pjus'rail pert. to a boy or child, esp. 
in depreciation. XVIL. — F. puéril or L. 
puerilis, f. puer boy, child (:— *poweros; cf. 
Gr. país child :- *pazwis); see -ILE and cf. 
PUSILLANIMOUS. So puerilITy pjuosi‘liti. 
xvi. —- F. or L. 


puerperal pjud-iperal pert. to parturition. 

XVIII. f. L. puerperus parturient, f. puer 
child 4+ -parus bringing forth; see prec., 
PARENT, -AL!, 


puff paf short emission of air or vapour XIII 
(AncrR.); swollen or inflated object (light 
pastry; cf. LG. puffe, puffebrodt) xv; 
(exaggerated) commendation xvIII. So vb. 
expel breath with the lips xn; inflate xvi. 
In the earliest exx. puf sb., puffe vb., pt. 
pufte, the u may denote either u or ü, and 
may repr. OE. *puf or pyf(f) sb., *puffan or 
pyffan (imper. pyf, pt. pyfte, prp. piffende ; 
also dpyffan exhale), corr. to (M)Du. puffen, 
Du. pof, poffen, LG. pof, puf. The vb. is 
recorded in ‘South English Legendary’ (xir) 
as poffe breathe (r.w. astoffe stifle) and in 
PPI. and Ch. as poffe, puffe. Of echoic origin, 
imit. of the sound of the breath. 


puffin p4:fin sea-bird of the genus Frater- 
cula. xiv. Late ME. poffo(u)n, pophyn (AL. 
poffo), of unkn. origin, perh. Cornish (the 
earliest reference concerns Scilly in the 
duchy of Cornwall); prob. assim. later to 
PUFF on account of the bird’s plump or 
puffed-out appearance, 


pug! pag ‘tterm of endearment; tcourte- 
san, harlot; bargeman xvI; timp: monkey 
XVII; dwarf breed of dog XVIII; genus of 
moths XIX. poss. of LDu. origin; cf. WFlem. 
Pugge, substituted for a Christian name, as 
Pugge Willems (De Bo). 


pug? pag (dial.) pull, tug xvi; in techn. uses 
expressing stamping or thrusting action XIX. 
perh. symbolic formation with structure re- 
sembling that of lug, plug, slug, tug. Cf. 
WFlem. pug(ge) hard prod, kick, knock. 


puggaree pa‘gori Indian native’s light 
turban xvii; scarf or veil wound round a 
sun helmet xix. —- Hind. pagri. 


pugilist pjü-dailist boxer. xvirr. f. L. pugil 
(for the ending cf. vigil), f. base of pugnus 
fist, pugndre fight, perh. identical with that 
of pungere (pt. pupugi) prick (see POINT); cf., 
however, Gr. púx with the fist, pugmdkhos 
pugilist, pugmé fist, boxing ; see -IST. pugma- 
cIous pagnerfos disposed to fight. xvii. 
f. L. pugndci-, -dx, f. pugndre, f. pugnus. 
pugnacity -ne'siti. xvi1. - L 


puisne pjü/ni younger, junior (now only of 
judges). xvi. Legal sp. of PUNY. 
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PUISSANT 
puissant  pjü'risont, pwisont,  pjursont 
(arch.) powerful. xv. —(O)F. puissant — 
Pr. poissan :- Gallo-Rom. *possiantem (f. 
L. posse), for L. potentem, -éns POTENT. So 
puissance. xv. —(O)F. puissance = Pr. 
poissansa, -ensa. 








puke pjük vomit. xvi (Sh.; somewhat 
earlier in pewkishnesse, Mulcaster 1:581). 
prob. of imit. origin ; cf., for similar expres- 
sive elements, LG. (whence G.) spucken, 
Flem. spukken spew, spit, and SPEW. 


pukka, pucka pa:ko of full weight ; genuine; 
reliable, permanent. xvii. - Hindi pakkd 
ripe, mature, cooked, made of brick, firm, 
strong. 


pule pjül whine, cry plaintively. xvi. prob. 
of imit. origin; cf. F. piauler, dial. piouler 
chirp, whine, and MEWL. 


pull pul (dial.) pluck; drag or tug at. Late 
OE. pullian, also dpullian, having ostensible 
similarity in form and sense to LG. pilen 
shell, strip, pluck, MDu. polen ‘decorticare’ 
(Kilian), and (M)LG. pule, Du. peul husk, 
shell, the meaning ‘pluck, snatch’ being 
prob, the original (cf. PLUCK); the sense 
‘take a draught of’ (xv) is in Du., LG. pullen. 
Hence sb. xiv. 


pullet pu'lit young hen of the domestic 
fowl. xiv (PPl). — (O)F. poulet, fem. -ette, 
dim, of poule hen = Pr. pola, Sp., It. polla 
:- Rom. *pulla, fem. of L. pullus young 
animal, chicken (see FOAL); cf. POULTRY. 


pulley pu'li grooved wheel for cord to pass 
over, used for changing direction of power. 
xiv. ME. poley — OF. polie (mod. poulie) = 
Pr. poleja (whence Sp. polea, Pg. polé), 
It. puleggia *- Rom. *polidia (n. pl. used as 
fem. sg.), pl. of *polidium, prob. - medGr. 
*b5olidion, dim. of pólos POLE?, also windlass, 
capstan. 


pullicate puliket coloured handkerchief 
orig. made at Pulicat on the Madras coast, 
India. XVIII. 


pullman  pulmon railway carriage con- 
structed as a saloon. xix. f. name of the 
designer, George M. Pullman (1831-97), of 
Chicago, U.5.A. 


pullulate p4-ljüleit sprout XVII; swarm XIX. 
f. pp. stem of L. pulluláre spring forth, grow 
(whence F. pulluler swarm), f. pullulus, dim. 
of pullus young of an animal, chick (cf. 
FOAL); see -ATE?. 


pulmonary pa-Imonori pert. to the lungs. 
XVIII. -L. pulmondrius, f. pulmon-, pulmo 
lung, rel. obscurely to synon. Gr. pletimén, 
OSI. pljusta pl., OPruss. plauti; see -ARY and 
cf. F. pulmonaire. 


pulp palp fleshy part of fruit, etc. XVI; soft 
formless mass XVII. — L. pulpa (whence also 
F. poulpe, It. polpa, etc.). 


PUMP 


pulpit pu'lpit raised structure from which 
a sermon is preached. xiv (R. Mannyng). 
=L. pulpitum scaffold, platform, stage, 
medL. pulpit (whence F. pupitre), prob. of 
alien origin. 





pulse! pals rhythmical dilatation of the 
arteries. XIV. ME. pous, pouce, later puls 
— OF. pous, later (latinized) pouls = Pr. pous, 
Cat. pols temple, It. polso += L. pulsu-s beat- 
ing (spec. véndrum of the veins) t= *pelssos 
f. base of pellere drive, beat. So pulse vb. 
Tdrive; pulsate. xvi. — L. pulsdre, frequent. 
of pellere; pu'IsaTrE?. XVIIL; pulsa’TION. 
xvi. = L. Cf. PUSH, REPULSE. 


pulse? pals edible seeds of leguminous 
plants. xni. ME. pols- OF. pols (mod. 
dial. poul(s), pou):- L. puls (pult-) thick 
pottage of meal or pulse (cf. Gr. póitos 
porridge), rel. to POLLEN. Latinized in form 
from Xv. 


pulverize pa:‘lvaraiz reduce to powder. xvi. 
— late L. pulverizàre (Vegetius), f. pulver-, 
pulvis dust, rel. to POLLEN ; cf. F. pulvériser 
(Paré); see POWDER, -IZE. So pulverULENT 
palve'rūlənt powdery, crumbling. xvir. -L. 


puma pjü:mo feline quadruped Felis con- 
color. XVIII. -Sp. puma = Quechua puma. 


pumice pa'mis porous kind of lava. xv. 
Late ME. pomys- OF. pomis-L. dial. 
pómice-m, var. of bümicem, nom. pümex ; cf. 
POUNCE?. The present sp. shows reversion 
to the orig. L. form, but the pronunc. has 
not been infl. OE. pumic(stün), corr. to 
MLG. fomes, MDu. pums(e), OHG. pumiz 
bumiz (G. bims|stein), was not repr. in ME. ; 
the forms pumysch, pomege (XV), pumish 
(XVI-XVII) were prob. due to assim. of -zs to 
~IsH!, -AGE. (Du. puimsteen is based on L. 
pümex.) 


pummel pa-ml beat repeatedly, esp. with 
the fist. xvi. Earlier pomell, poumile, pumble, 
f. POMMEL, the orig. sense being ‘strike with 
the pommel of a sword (instead of the edge 
or point)’, 


pump! pamp mechanical device for raising 
water, etc. xv. In earliest use naut.; corr. 
to late MDu. pompe wood or metal pipe, 
stone conduit, Du. pomp ship’s pump, LG. 
pump(e), whence early modG. pumpe (Xv1), 
Sw. pump, Da. pompe, F. pompe (xvi); the 
evidence is inadequate to decide whether 
the word was prior in Eng. or LG. The co- 
existence of synon. Eng. tplump (xv-xvi1), 
G. dial. plumpe, plumpfe, and Cat., Sp., Pg. 
bomba, suggests a series of more or less inde- 
pendent imit. formations. Hence pump vb. 
XVI ; cf. Du. pompen, etc. 


pump? pamp light close-fitting shoe. XVI. 
Of unkn. origin; perh. from transf. joc. use 
of tpump shoe (xvi) (part of) the piston of 
a pump, so applied on account of its fitting 
close. 
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PUMPERNICKEL 


pumpernickel pa4:mporniko] German rye 
bread. xvii. G., of unkn. origin (earlier 
lout, booby). 


pumpkin pa:mPkin, (U.S. often pa:pkin) 
kind of gourd, Cucurbita Pepo. xvir. alt. 
(by assim. of the ending to -KIN) of pumpion, 
earlier pompon — F. +pompon (whence also 
(M)Du. pompoen), nasalized form of tpopon, 
var. of *pepon- L. pepó(n-)— Gr. pépón 
large melon, sb. use of pépón ripe (see COOK), 
for síkuos bépón kind of melon not eaten till 
quite ripe (the s/kuos being eaten unripe). 


pun pan play on like-sounding words. 
xvit (Dryden, 1662, Eachard, 1670). prob. 
one of a group of clipped words which be- 
came fashionable in Restoration times (cf. 
CIT, MOB, NOB, PUNCH?); app. short for 
Tpundigrion, which occurs with Tpunnet and 
quibble in 1676 (Roger L'Estrange), 
which’ it is said ‘fifteen will not make up 
one single jest’; it has been conjectured that 
pundigrion may be a fanciful alteration of 
It. puntiglio fine point, PUNCTILIO, Tcavil, 
Tquibble. (An earlier term was clinch.) 
Hence vb. xvir(Eachard, 1670). pu:nsrER. 
XVII (Congreve); contemp, with punner. 


punch! pantf tdagger xv (rare); instrument 
for pricking or piercing XVI, for impressing 
a design xvii. Shortening of PUNCHEON!, 
which it has mostly superseded, if not f. 
PUNCH‘; partly synon. with tpounce, of 
obscure origin. 


punch? pan'f (capital P) hump-backed 
short grotesque male figure ; principal char- 
acter in the puppet-show of Punch and Judy 
XVIII; short fat man (also adj.) XVII; one of 
a breed of thick-set horses (e.g. Suffolk p.) 
XIX. Shortening of PUNCHINELLO. 


punch? pantf beverage from wine, spirits, 
mixed with hot water or milk, etc. XVII 
(1632). Stated by Fryer ('Account of East 
India’, 1698) to be the Marathi and Hindi 
panch (Skr. paiichan FIVE), so named from 
the five ingredients of the drink; but the 
mod. pronunc. descends from earlier punJ, 
which is not a normal repr. of the à or a of 
the Indian word pànch, banch- (in comps.). 
The problem is complicated by the early 
occurrence of forms which appear to repr. 
bowl o punch, but which may, however, 
point to an original of which punch is a 
shortening. @ Taken from Eng. into many 
Eur. langs., as F. punch, Du. punch, G., Sw., 
Da. punsch, Sp., Pg. ponche, Russ. punsh. 


punch* pan'![ (dial.) poke, prod, Tstab xiv; 
pierce with holes; deliver a sharp blow at 
esp. with the fist xvi. var. of bounce emboss, 
pink the edge of (xv), prob. of Rom. origin 
(cf. next). 


puncheon! pa'ntfon pointed tool or 
Tweapon. xiv. Late ME. gons(y)on, ponchon 
— OF. poinson, po(i)ynchon (mod. poingon) — 
Pr. pounchoun, Sp. punzón, Pg. punção, It. 
punzone t= Rom. *punctiõne(m), f. Rom. 
*punctidre prick, punch, 
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PUNISH 


puncheon? pa‘n'fon (mostly Sc.) large cask 
(esp. one of specific capacity). xv. Identical 
in form with prec., but if it is the same word 
the sense-development is obscure. 


Punchinello pan'finelou principal char- 
acter in an Italian puppet show (see PUNCH?). 
XVII (Pepys). Current from the outset in 
two main forms Policinello and Punchinello 
(with vars. in Pon-, -elle). — Neapolitan dial. 
Polecenella (1632, in Silvio Fiorillo’s ‘La 
Lucilia costante’), in literary It. Pulcinella, 
perh. based on dim. of pollecena young of 
the turkey-cock (to the hooked beak of 
which the nose of the mask of Punch bears 
some resemblance), f. pulcino chicken :- 
Rom. *pullicinu-s, f£. L. pullus (see PULLET). 
@ The forms in Pun- appear to have re- 
sulted from assim. of / to the following n. 


punctilio pankti-liou Tfineor minute point ; 
minute detail of conduct. xvi (puntilio). 
—]t. puntiglio, Sp. puntillo, dim. of punto 
POINT ; with later assim. to L. punctum ; cf. 
F. pointile— 1t. So punctiliovs. XVII 
- F. pointilleux. punctual pa: nktfuol, 
-tjual pert. to a point or dot xiv ; bearing 
on the point, precise; Tminutely observant 
of rule, etc. ; exactly observant of appointed 
time xvil. — medL. punctudlis, f. L. punctum 
POINT; cf. F. ponctuel and see -AL'. So 
punctua'LITY. XVII; cf. medL., punctuálitas, 
F. ponctualité. punctuate pa'nktfueit, 
-tjueit point out (rare) XVII; put the stops in 
(a sentence) xIx (formerly point xIv). f. pp. 
stem of medL. punctudre prick, point, etc. 
(cf. F. ponctuer, It. puntuare), £. punctum 
POINT ; see -ATE*, So punctua‘TION fpoint- 
ing of the psalms XVI; insertion of vowel 
points in Hebrew, etc., of stops in a sentence 
XVII. —medL. punctuátio ; cf. F. ponctuation. 
puncture pa‘nktfox prick, perforation. 
XIV (rare before xvi). - L. punctūra, f. 
punct-, pp. stem of pungere prick; see 
PUNGENT, -URE. Hence vb. xvir. 
pundit pa'ndit learned Hindu. xvir. 
— Hindi pandit += Skr. pandita learned, 
skilled, sb. learned man, scholar, rel. to 
pandd understanding, learning; cf. F. pandit, 
t-ite, Pg. pandito. 


pungent pa‘ndgent pricking, sharp, keen. 

XVI. —L. pungent-, -éns, prp. of pungere 
prick, perh. f. base *pug- of pugnus fist, 
pugna fight, pugil boxer (cf. PUGILIST, PUG- 
NACIOUS); see -ENT. Superseded tpotnant, 
POIGNANT in several senses. 


Punic pjū'nik Carthaginian. xv. -L. 
Pünicus, earlier Pænicus, f. Poenus - Gr. 
Photnix PHENICIAN ; see -1C; cf, F. punique. 


punish pa:nif cause to suffer for an offence. 
xiv. ME. punisse, -ische — (O)F. puniss-, ex- 
tended stem (see -ISH*) of punir += L. punire, 
earlier poire, f. boena PAIN. Hence pu-nish- 
MENT. XV. — OF. punissement. So punitive 
pjü'nitiv. Xvit. — F. punitif, -ive or medL. 
pünitivus, f. bunit-, pp. stem of punire. 


Aa 


PUNK 


punk! pank (obs. or arch.) strumpet. xvi. 
Of unkn. origin. 


punk? pank (chiefly U.S.) touchwood. 
xvi. Of unkn. origin; t funk and spunk are 
syns. 


punkah pa:gko portable fan xvir; fan of 

cloth stretched on a frame xix. - Hindi 
pankhá fan :- Skr. pakshaka fan, f. paksha 
wing. 


punnet pa:nit (round) chip basket for fruit 
or vegetables, serving locally as a measure, 
xIx, perh, dim. f. pun, dial. var. of POUND!; 
see -ET, 


punt! pant flat-bottomed shallow boat. xv. 
In earliest use (E. Anglian) pontebot, punte 
boot (BoaT)= MLG. punte, punto (LG. 
pünte, pünto) ferry-boat, mud-boat, corr. to 
late OE. punt (which did not survive), MDu. 
ponte (Du. pont) ferry-boat, pontoon - L. 
pontó Gaulish transport vessel (Cesar), 
PONTOON. Hence vb. xix. 


punt? pant at cards, lay a stake against the 
bank. xvin. — F. ponter, rel. to ponte punt 
in ombre, player against the bank -= Sp. 
punto POINT (the Sp. word is used in ombre, 
quadrille, etc. for the ace of certain suits). 


punt? pant in Rugby football, kick (the ball) 
after dropping it from the hands before it 
reaches the ground. xix. Appears (with the 
corr. sb.) in the *Rules of Football at Rugby 
School’ of 1845 ; prob. spec. use of dial. punt 
push with force, bunt (Warwickshire, in 
which county Rugby is situated), poss. 
blending of bunt and put. 


punty, ponty pa‘nti iron rod used in glass- 
blowing. Xvi. = F. pontil- It. puntello, 
dim. of punto POINT. 


puny pjū'ni Tjunior, PUISNE; tinexperi- 
enced; of inferior size or strength. xvi. 
- OF. puisne (mod. puíné), f. puis (:= L. 
postea or Rom. *postius) afterwards -- né 
(:- L. nátu-s; cf. NATAL) born; the ending 
has been assim. to -Y!. 


pup pap young dog. xvii. Back-formation 
f. PUPPY, as if this were a dim. in -v$. 


pupa pjü'po chrysalis. xix. - modL. use 
by Linnzus (1758) of L. pupa girl, doll; cf, 
PUPPET. 


pupil! pji-pil orphan who is a minor and 
hence a ward xtv (Wycl. Bible) ; one under 
instruction xvi. — (O)F. pupille m. and fem. 
or its source, L. pupillus, -illa orphan, ward, 
secondary dim. (on pupulus, -ula) of piipus 
boy, pupa girl. 


pupil? pjü'pil circular opening in the iris 
of the eye. xvi. —(O)F. pupille or L. pipilla 
(cf. Sp. pupila, It. pupilla), secondary dim. 
of pupa girl, doll, pupil of the eye (see prec.). 
The application of the L. words to the pupil 
of the eye is based on, or parallel to, that of 
Gr. kóré maiden, girl, doll, pupil (the allu- 
sion being to the tiny images of persons and 
things that may be seen therein). 





PURGE 


puppet p4:pit rdoll; (human) figure jointed 
and moving on strings or wires xv1; lathe- 
head xvir. Earlier in deriv. pu-ppetry 
(Tindale, 1528); var. of POPPET. 


puppy pa‘pi flap dog, toy dog xv; young 
dog xvi (Sh.; also puppy-dog); contemp- 
tuously of a person xvi. Late ME. popi(e), 
corr. in form to OF. popée, (also mod.) 
poupée dol, lay figure, (contextually) toy, 
plaything :- Rom. *puppdata, f. *puppa (see 
POPPET, -Y5), 


purana purans sacred works of Hindu 
mythology. xvi. = Skr. purāņná pert. to 
olden times, sb. tale of the past, f. purd 
formerly (cf. FORE-). 


purblind pd-sblaind fquite blind x11; 

Tblind in one eye xiv; partially blind, 
short- or dim-sighted xvi. orig. pur(e) 
blind, 1.e. bur(e), ME. advb. use of PURE 
(with assim. to pour-, pur-), and BLIND adj. 
(| For the change of sense from ‘utterly’ to 
‘partially’ cf. PARBOIL. 


purchase pd-itfas fcontrive, devise 
(RGlouc.); fprocure, acquire x11 (S. Eng. 
Leg.); buy xiv (PP1.); (naut.) haul in or up 
(prob. orig. pull in rope with the two hands 
so as to ‘gain’ one portion over another) xvI. 
-~ AN. purchacer, OF. pourchacier seek to 
obtain, procure, f. intensive pur-, por-, pour- 
(= L. pré-, PRo-") + chacier (mod. chasser) 
CHASE. So pu'rchase sb. xim (RGlouc.). 
— AN. pur-, OF. porchas, f. the vb. 


purdah p3-1d4 curtain, spec. to screen wo- 
men from sight XVIII; system of seclusion of 
Indian women xix. — Urdu - Pers. pardah. 


pure pjuor not mixed x11 (RGlouc.) ; guilt- 
less, innocent xiv (Rolle); chaste xv (Lydg. ). 
—(O)F. pur, fem. pure = Pr. pur, Sp., It. 
puro :—= L. pūru-s, rel. to Skr. pavitdr- puri- 
fier, pütds purified, (with divergent sense) 
Ir. úr, Gael. zr green, fresh. So pu rirv, 
pu:ririCA: TION, XIV. — (OJF. or (late) L. 
pu'risT one who affects strict purity or cor- 
rectness. XVIII. — FE. puriste. purrrrY. xim 
(purete, AncrR.). - (O)F. pureté, with later 
assim. to late L. 


purée piire soup made from vegetables, etc. 
pulped and passed through a sieve. xix. 
— (O)F. purée, f. (with L. suffix -àta -ArE!) 
purer purify, squeeze (fruits, etc.) to obtain 
the pulp :- L. paráre, £. purus PURE. 


purfle p5-1fl adorn with a border. xiv. 
~ OF. purfiler — Pr., Sp. porfilar, It. pro- 
filare - Rom. *profilare, f. pr PRO-!+ filum 
(cf. PROFILE). 


purge p3id3 A. make pure, cleanse, free 
from guilt xiv (Rolle) ; B. empty (the bowels) 
xv. —(O)F. purger — Pr., Sp. purgar, It. 
purgare :- L. purgdre purify, for pürigare, f. 
pürus PURE. So purgA'TION pa3Jg-. XIV. - 
(O)F.or L. pu'rgATIVE. XV. - O(F.) or late L. 
purgatonYv! pàr-gotori condition or place of 
spiritual purging. Xii (AncrR). - AN. 
purgatorie, (O)F. purgatoire - medL. purgd- 
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PURITAN 


torium (St. Bernard xir), sb. use of n. of 
late L. purgdatérius cleansing, f. pp. stem of 
purgáre. Hence purgato'riAL. xv. 


Puritan pjuo-riten Protestant who aimed 
at further purification of Reformed doctrine 
and practice. xvi. f. late L. puritas PURITY + 
-AN, perh. after F. puritain (Ronsard, 1564) 
or modL. piritdnus; prob. modelled on 
medL. Cathari, Catharistz name assumed 
by the Novatian heretics, f. Gr. kathards 
pure. (TCatharan was a contemporary, and 
tCatharite an earlier synon. of Puritan.) 
Hence puritanic, -IcAL -æ'nik(l). XVII. 
q Early evidence points to its being a self- 
ees name, the hostile application being 
ater. 


purl? p311 cord made of twisted gold or 
silver wire; Tpleat, frill xvr; loop on the 
edge of lace, etc. XVII; inversion of stitches 

` in knitting producing a ribbed appearance 
XIX (often spelt pearl). So vb. xvi. orig. 
pyrle, pirle, of unkn. origin. Q The last 
sense of the sb. may be a different word. 


purl? p11 (of water) whirl with a murmur- 
ing sound. xvi. So sb. tsmall rill xvi; 
purling motion or sound xvii. prob. imit.; 
cf. Norw. purla bubble up, gush out, Sw. 
dial. porla ripple, gurgle. 


purl? pil revolve, whirl round XVII; turn 
head over heels xix. perh. identical with 
PURL, Hence pu‘rler' headlong fall, swinge- 
ing blow. xix. 


purlieu p3-jü, p3-1li tract of land on the 
border of a forest xv; (one’s) haunt or 
bounds; outlying district, esp. of a mean 
sort XVII. orig. purlew, presumably alt. (by 
assim. to leu place, LIEU) of AN. purale(e), 
-ley (str. on the first syll.) perambulation, 
tract of land between the wider bounds of a 
forest and those fixed by a perambulation 
(in AL. purale, porale, purlea), OF. poural- 
lee, f. bo(u)raler traverse, f. por-, pour- (:= L. 
pró forth) - aller go; the colloq. pronunc. is 
repr. by the form purley (xvi; still current 
xx); cf. Beaulieu, pronounced as Bewley. 


purlin p3-iin (archit.) horizontal beam run- 
ning along the length of a roof. xv. In AL. 
perlién- (xv), poss. f. L. per through, PeR-+ 
stem of ligdre bind (see LIGATURE; cf. F. lien 
tie in carpentry). 


purloin pàiloin ft remove, do away with 
XV; take dishonestly xvr. ~ AN. purloigner, 
OF. 5orloigner, £. por-, bour- (1- L. pró forth, 
PRO-!) + loign (mod. loin) far (:~ L. longé far, 
adv. of longus LONG?), 


purple p5-zp! (orig.) of crimson or other 
red colour; (later) of a colour obtained by 
mixing red and blue OE.; sb. xv. OE. (late 
Nhb.) purple, reduced and dissimilated form 
of purpuran, obl. case of purpure ‘purple’ 
clothing or garment = L. purpura (whence 
also OHG. purpura, G. purpur, ON. purpuri, 
Goth. paurpaura) - Gr. porphird shellfish 
that yielded the Tyrian purple dye, dye it- 
self, cloth dyed therewith (cf. PORPHYRY). 


PURSUE 


For dissimilation of r .. r in this word cf. 
Pr. polpra, OSp. porpola, and MARBLE. 
(Before 1500 the commoner form was 
purpur(e), partly repr. OE. purpure, ME. 
purpre, purper, -ur, partly — OF. purpre 
(mod. pourpre) = L. purpura.) 


purport p$3'ip3àit tenor or substance of a 
document, etc. xv. =AN., OF. pur-, 
porport produce, contents, f. purporter :— 
medL. proportdre (in AL. x11), f. L. pró 
PRO-'+ portdre carry, bear (cf. DEPORT, etc.). 
So purport vb. state, mean. xvi. = OF. 
purporter. Sc. tproport is earlier (xiv) = 
OF. var. proporter. 


purpose pd-1pes object in view XIII (S. Eng. 
Leg.); intention, aim; matter in hand, now 
only in phr. to the p. xiv; on p. by design 
(xvr, Sh.), earlier (dial.) a f. (xv1), of p. (xv). 
- OF. porpos, purpos (mod. propos, after L. 
propositum), f. por-, purposer design, intend 
(whence purpose vb. xiv, Wycl. Bible, 
Gower, Ch.), f. L. propónere PROPOSE, after 
poser (see POSE?), 


purpresture pdipre'stjuoz (leg.) illegal en- 

closure of or encroachment on property. 
xv. = OF. pur-, porpresture, alt. of por- 
presure, f. porprendre occupy, usurp, 
enclose, f. por- (:= L. prō pro-!)+ prendre 
take (:— L. prehendere ; see PREY). 


purr põr sb. and vb. imit. of the vibratory 
sound made by a cat; first recorded from 
Sh. (xvi1) in the sb. @ Other langs. have 
various forms containing 7, as F. ronron, 
G. schnurren, Du. snorren. 


purse pdis money-bag of leather, etc. OE. 
purs (with p after pung purse, pusa wallet) 
—late L. bursa, var. of byrsa - Gr. bürsa 
leather, bag (cf. BURSAR). OF. bourse, Pr., 
It. borsa, Sp., Pg. bolsa purse vb. pocket xiv 
(R. Mannyng); wrinkle xvtt (Sh.). Hence 
pursER! pd-1so1 tmaker of purses ; purse- 
bearer, treasurer, esp. ship's officer who 
keeps the accounts and provisions, orig. 
charged only with the commissariat. xv. 


purslane, -ain pd-islan herb Portulaca 
oleracea. xIv. Late ME. purcelan(e) — OF. 
porcelaine, identical in form with the F. 
word for PORCELAIN, and prob. assim. to 
that from L. porcil(l)dca (Pliny), more usu. 
portuldca (another name was porcastrum, 1v). 


pursue paisji follow with intent to over- 
take, formerly with hostility. XIII (prosecute 
at law xvi, esp. Sc.). ME. pursiwe, -sewe — 
AN. pursiwer, -suer — OF. porsivre (mod. 
poursuivre) = Pr., Sp. per-, proseguir, etc. 
i= Rom. *per-, *prõsequere, for L. prösequī 
PROSECUTE. So pursu’ANT consequent and 
conformable. xviI. pursu’‘ANCE. XVI. pur- 
suit poirsjü't persecution xiv (Wycl., 
Trev.); suit, petition xiv (Ch.); act of 
pursuing xv; following of an occupation XVI. 
— (O)F. poursuite (see SUIT). pursuivANT 


: pS8'uswivont junior officer attendant on 


heralds, xiv (Ch.). - OF. pursivant, sb. use 
of prp. of pursivre. 
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PURSY 


pursy psi fshort-winded xv; (arch.) 
corpulent xvi. Later form of Tpursive, -if 
~ AN. porstf, alt. of OF. polsif (mod. poussif), 
f. polser breathe with difficulty, pant s= L. 
pulsáre drive or agitate violently (see PUSH); 
prob. assoc. with purse; for the ending cf. 
hasty, jolly, tardy. 


purulent pjuo'riulant of the nature of pus. 
XVI. — L. purulent-, f. pur-, PUS; see -ULENT. 


purvey poivei fsee to, foresee; provide, 
supply. xiii (RGlouc.) ME. porvaie, -veie 
— AN. por-, purveier, OF. porveeir (mod. 
pourvoir) — Pr. provezer, Sp. proveer, etc. 
:— L. prõvidēre PROVIDE. So purvey'or!. 
xur (Cursor M.). — AN. purveur, OF. por- 
veour, -eur. 


purview p3-1vju body of a statute, following 
the preamble xv; scope of a document, etc. 
XVIII. - AN. purveu, OF. porveu (mod. 
pourcu), pp. of porveeir PURVEY ; orig. clause 
introduced by purveu est it is provided, or 
purveu que provided that. 


purwanah pərwā'nə letter of authority, 
licence. XVIL. — Urdu - Pers. parwánah. 


pus pas matter produced by suppuration. 
XVI. =L. pis, g. puris (cf. PURULENT, 
PUTRID, SUPPURATE), having cogns. in Gr., 
Skr., Arm., Lith., and Germ. (see FOUL). 


Puseyite pjü'ziait follower of the 'l'racta- 
rian opinions of the Rev. Edward Bouverie 
Pusey (1800-82); see -1TE. XIX. 


push pu use force to press or thrust away, 
etc. XIII (pt. puste). =- AN. *pusser, (O)F. 
pousser, Tpou(Dser (repr. earlier in repousser 
REPULSE) = Pr. polsar, Sp. pujar :- L. pul- 
sáre, frequent. f. puls-, pp. stem of pellere 
drive, thrust (cf. COMPEL, etc.). Hence sb. 
(xv1) ; cf. F. pousse (xv). Q For the develop- 
ment of F. -ss- cf. BRUSH, -ISH?, QUASH. 


Pushtoo, Pashto pa‘Jti language of the 
Afghans. XIX. 


pusillanimous pjus-, pjüzile:nimoes faint- 
hearted, mean-spirited. xvi. f. late L. 
ptsillanimis (rendering Gr. Oyójvxos), f. 
pusillus very small, weak (f. pásus boy, pusa 
girl, rel. to fuer boy ; c£. PUERILE) J- animus 
mind; see ANIMATE, -OUS. 


puss pus cat, esp. as a call name xv (also 
puss-cat) ; hare; applied to a girl or woman 
XVII. prob.- MLG. ps (also piüskatte), 
Du. poes; cf. Ir., Gael. pus; of unkn. origin. 
Hence pussy® pursi. XVIII. 


pustule pa:stjal pimple. xiv. —(O)F. 
pustule or L. pustula (also pussula, pusula) 
blister, f. imit. base *pu- *phu- blow, inflate, 
repr. with different extensions by Gr. phiisa 
bellows, breath, bubble (cf. PHYSETER), 
Lith. puczià, püsti blow, Skr. pupphusas 
lung, phutkaréti blow (cf. pHuT). See -ULE. 


put! put (obs. or dial.) push, thrust, knock, 
butt (cf. PUTT); transf. in various applica- 
tions ranging from forcing or urging to 


PYCNO- 


placing or setting in a place or position. 
Fully evidenced from xir onwards; inf. 
puten, pt. putte, pp. put (later putted), repr. 
OE. *putian (u of uncertain quantity), 
repr. only in noun of action putung in- 
stigation; parallel forms are OE. potian, 
ME. pote, potte, mod. dial. pot, OE. 
pytan (ut out), aytan put out, ME. pitte, 
pp. (pit, mod. dial. pit; ult. origin unkn. 
q Similar synon. Scand. dial. forms are of 
recent date; W. pwtio, Gael. put are from 
Eng. 
put? see PUTT. 


putative pji-totiv that is such by repute. 

xv. -(O)F. putatif or late L. putdativus 
(Tertullian), £. pp. stem of L. putdre (1) 
prune, (2) reckon, think (perh. orig. two 
distinct bases); see -1vE. @ The base is 
repr. also in amputate, compute, depute, 
dispute, impute, repute, and the corr. sbs. 


putlock, putlog pa:tlok, -log short hori- 
zontal timber in scaffolding. xvir. perh. 
f. put, pp. of PuT! ; the form -lock, which is 
much the earlier, is obscure. 


putrefaction pjitrife-kfon rotting, de- 
composition. xiv. ~(O)F. putréfaction or 
late L. putrefactio(n-), f. L. putrefacere, f. 
putr-, puter rotten + facere make, DOŁ. So 
pu-trery xv. ~ L. putrefacere ; cf. F. putréfier 
(xvi). pu-trip! rotten. XVI. — L. putridus, 
f. putrére rot, f. puter, rel. to Pus. putrE- 
SCENCE XVII, -ESCENT XVIII. 


putt, put pat (Sc. Tpush, shove xvi; 
throw, hurl (stone or weight) xvit (spec. in 
golf of striking the ball). Formally identical 
with put}, with differentiated pronunc. and 
pt. and pp. putted. 


puttee pa'ti strip of cloth wound spirally 
round the leg. xix. - Hindi patti band, 
bandage; cf. synon. Skr. patta, f. pat split, 
cleave, tear. 

putty pa'ti jewellers polishing powder; 
plasterer’s fine cement XVII; glazier’s ce- 
ment for fixing panes XVIII. ~ F. potée pot- 
ter’s glaze, jeweller’s putty, loam for moulds, 
orig. potful (xir), f. pot, POT; see -Y*. 


puzzle pa'zl embarrass, perplex, bewilder. 
XVI. —Of late-xvi emergence (pusle, 
puzzell), unless preceded by late ME. pp. 
poselet (r.w. hoselet houselled), which, 
except for chronological difficulties, might 
be f. PosE? (xvI) d- -LE?; the origin remains 
unknown. Hence sb. xvir (Bacon). 

puzzolana var. of POZZOLANA. 

pyæmia, pyemia paiimiə (path.) blood- 
poisoning marked by the formation of 


pus foci. x1x. modL., f. Gr. púon PUS+ 
haîma blood (cf. HÆMO-); see -IAL 


pyceno- pikno(u), before a vowel pyen-, 
repr. Gr. pykno-, comb. form of puknds 
thick, dense, as in py-cnodont (Gr. odont-, 
odón TooTH), of the genus Pycnodus or 
family Pycnodontidz of ganoid fishes having 
obtuse teeth XIX. 
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PYGMY 


pygmy, ppigmy prgmi member of a race 
of very small men xiv (Trevisa, Wyclif, 
Maund.); gen. (also adj.) xvr. In earliest 
use pl. pygmeis — L. pygmai, pl. of pygmaus 
— Gr. pugmaítos dwart(ish), f. bugmé measure 
of length from elbow to knuckles, fist (see 
PUGILIST). 


pyjamas, U.S. pajamas pid5à:moz, po- 
d34*moaz (prop.) loose trousers tied round 
the waist, (by extension) sleeping suit of 
these with jacket. xvii. = Urdu pdé 
jamah, f. Pers. paé, pay Foot, jamah clothing. 


pylon parlon (archit.) gateway XIX; tower, 
mast, etc. marking a course, supporting a 
span of wire, etc. xx. — Gr. pulón, f£. pulé 
gate. 


pylorus pailó'ros (anat.) opening from the 
stomach into the duodenum. xvir. - late 
L. pylorus (Celius Aurelianus) — Gr. pulörós, 
pulourds gate-keeper, f. pulé gate-+ otros 
watcher, warder. 


pyo- paiou, before a vowel py-, comb. form 
of Gr. piion PUS, as in pyorrhea paidri-s 
(path.) discharge of pus. xvin. modL. 
(rhoíà flow, flux ; cf. RHEO- ; RHEUM). 


pyramid piramid monumental (esp. 
Egyptian) structure with polygonal base and 
sloping sides meeting in an apex; pile of this 
shape. xvi (Eden, Dee). orig. used in L. form 
pyramis (-id-)- Gr. puramis, -id- (Hero- 
dotus), of alien origin. So pyramidar! 
pirz-midol. xvi. - medL. 


pyre paior pile of combustible material, 
funeral pile. xvr1 (Sir T. Browne). - L. pyra 
~ Gr. pură, f. pur-, pûr FIRE. 


pyrethrum fpairrprom pellitory of Spain, 
Anacyclus Pyrethrum xvr; feverfew XIX. 
L. (Pliny) PELLITORY — Gr. púrethron fever- 
few, perh. f. puretós fever (see next). 


pyretic pai(a)re-tik pert. to fever. XIX. 
—modL. Pyreticus, f. Gr. puretós fever, 
f. pûr FIRE; see -IC. 


pyrexia pai(o)re-ksio (path.) febrile disease. 
xvi. modl.., f. Gr. piirexis, f. puréssein be 
feverish, f. pir; see prec., -IA}. 


pyrites pirai-tiz, pai(o)- tfire-stone; sul- 
phide of iron. xvi. ~- L. pyrités (Pliny) - Gr. 
purités sb. use (sc. lithos stone) of adj. pert. 
to fire, f. pur-, piir FIRE; see -ITE. 





QUACK 





pyro- paio'ro(u), pai(o)ro: comb. form of 
Gr. pár FIRE, in many techn. terms ; in Eng. 
use first in pyrotechny pai(s):ro(u)tekni 
Tmanufacture of gunpowder, firearms, etc. ; 
technical use of fire xvi ; making and use of 
fireworks xvi. - F. pyrotechnie — modL. 
pyrotechnia, (Gr. tékhné art ; cf. TECHNICAL). 
So pyrote:-chNIC XVIII, -ICAL. XVII. 


pyrrhic prrik (pros.) foot of ancient Gr. 

and L. verse vv., xvii (Jonson) -L. 
pyrrhichius - Gr. purrhíRhios, f. purrhikhe 
war dance ; see foll. ; -1c. 


Pyrrhic?  prrik war-dance of ancient 
Greeks. xvi. ~L. pyrrhicha or Gr. 
purrhikhé, said to be named from the 
inventor, Pürrhikhos. 


Pyrrhic? pi'rik P. victory, one gained at too 
great cost, like that by Pyrrhus, king of 
Epirus, over the Romans at Asculum. XIX. 
f. Pyrrhus-+ -1c. 


pyrus paiə'rəs genus of rosaceous trees 
(pear, apple, etc.). xix. med. and modL. 
var. of L. pirus PEAR-tree. 


Pythagorean paipzgórrion pert. to Pytha- 
goras, ancient Gr. philosopher (VI n.c.). 
xvI. Formerly TPythago-rian, -o:rean (Cow- 
ley, Dryden), in Bailey 1731 Pythago-rean, 
1736 Pythagorean. f. L.. Pythagoréus, -ius 
— Gr. Püthagóreios, f. Püthagóras ; see -EAN. 


Pythian pi:pion pert. to Delphi, its oracle, 
or priestess of Apollo there. xvii (P. games, 
P. Apollo). f. L. Pythius - Gr. Páthios, f. 
Püthón; see next and -IAN. 


python pai pon (Gr. myth.) huge serpent 

slain by Apollo near Delphi xvi; (zool.) 
genus of large snakes xix. —L. Pythón 
~ Gr. Puthon. 


pythoness paitþənės female soothsayer, 
witch. xiv (Barbour, Ch.). Late ME. 
ghitones(se) - OF. phitonise (mod. pythonisse) 
— medL. phitónissa, for late L. pythonissa 
(Vulg., 1 Chron. x 13), fem. of 5ytho (Deut. 
xviii rr, etc.)) —- late Gr. püthón (Acts xvi 
16), identical with páthón PYTHON ; like the 
F. word finally assim. to the L. form; see 
-Ess', 
pyx piks vessel for the reservation of the 
Host xiv; box at the Royal Mint in which 
gold and silver coins are deposited to be 
tested xvi. - L. pyxis - late Gr. puxís Box’. 
q The L. form is current as a technical term 
of anatomy and botany. 


Q 


qua kwei in the capacity or status of. XVII 
L.. quá, abl. sg. fem. of quz wHo, corr. in use 
to Gr. 9, d. sg. fem. of 6s who. 


quack! kwek (of a duck) utter its charac- 


teristic cry. XVII. imit., often repeated ; cf. 
Du. kwakken, G. quacken croak. @ Early 
vars. are tquake xvi (cf. Du. kwaken, G. 
quaken croak, quack), tqueke xiv (cf. Du. 
kwekken), quackle xvi (cf. MLG. quackelen, 
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QUACK 


G. quakeln prattle). Q F. has coin coin, G. 
gack gack, pack pack, It. qua qua, Rum. mac 
mac, Da. rap rap. 


quack? kwek ignorant pretender to (medi- 
cal or surgical) knowledge or skill xvrr. 
Short for quacksalver kwe-ksz:lva1 xvi 
(now rare) — early modDu. quacksalver (now 
Rwakzalver, whence G. quacksalber), of which 
the second el. is f. salf, zalf SALVE, and the 
first is prob. the stem of Tquacken, kwakken 
prattle. @ For the shortening cf. RAKE’, 
SAP^, WAG?, 

quad' kwod Oxford University abbrev. of 
QUADRANGLE. XIX. 


quad? kwod abbrev. of (typogr.) QUADRAT 
(XIX), QUADRUPLET (esp. pl. quads) (x1x). 


quadragenarian kwo:droadsineo:rion (one) 
forty years old. xix. f. late L. quadra- 
genarius, f. quadragéni, distrib. of quadra- 
ginta. Also -a*rious. xvil. quadragesimal 
kwodradze'simal (of a fast) lasting forty 
days; of Lent, Lenten. xvi. = late L. 
quadrāgēsimālis, f. Quadrāgēsima, name of 
the first Sunday in Lent and reckoned the 
fortieth day before Easter, and hence of the 
whole season, sb. use (sc. dies day) of fem. of 
L. quadrāgësimus fortieth, ordinal of quadrã- 
gintá forty, f. quadrád-, repr. old n. of quattuor 
FOUR-- -gintá, corr. to Gr. -konta ; see -AL!. 
Cf. QUINQUAGESIMA, SEPTUAGESIMA. 


quadrangle kwa-drengl, kw5dre-ngl figure 

having four angles (and four sides) xv; 
square or rectangular space or court XVI. 
— (O)F. quadrangle or late L. quadrangulum, 
sb. use of n. of quadrangulus ; see QUADRI-, 
ANGLE?. So quadra-ngulan. xvi —- medL. 
quadranguláris (Boethius), tr. Gr. tetrágónos 
TETRAGONAL. 


quadrant kwo-drant tfourth part, quarter, 
now only of a quarter-circle ; instrument (of 
the form of a graduated quarter-circle) used 
for making angular measurements. XIV. 
— L. quadrant-, -áns quarter, orig. of the as, 
f. quadr-, for *quatr-, comb. form of 
quattuor FOUR. 


quadrat kwo:drot Tsquare xiv; (typogr.) 
small block of metal used for spacing XVII, 
— L. quadrátum (or the deriv. F. quadrat), 
sb. use of n. of quadrátus, pp. of quadráre 
square (cf. quadrum sb., square), f. quadr-, 
var. of quattuor FOUR. (Quadrate adj. xiv 
and vb. xvi were formerly current in various 
senses.) So quadratic kwodrartik square; 
(math.) involving the second and no higher 
power of an unknown or variable. XVII. 
~ F. quadratique or modL. quadráticus, 
f. quadrātus. qua’dratURE squaring. XVI. 
- F. or L. 


quadrennial kwədre'niəl occurring every 
four years, lasting for four years. XVII. 
f. L. quadr(i)enntum 4- -A1!. 

quadri- kwo:dri comb. form of L. quattuor 
FOUR, as in quadriLa‘TERAL XVII, quadri- 
LI°TERAL XVIII, quadripa‘rtite xv (L. parti- 
tus, pp. of partiri divide). 





QUAGMIRE 


quadrille! k(w)odril card-game played by 
four persons with forty cards. XVIIL =F, 
quadrille (1725), perh. = Sp. cuartillo (f. 
cuarto fourth), with assim. to the original of 
next, 


quadrille? k(w)odri]l any of four groups of 
horsemen taking part in a tournament, etc. : 
square dance performed by four couples. 
XVIII. — F. quadrille (1611) - Sp. cuadrilla, 
It. quadriglia troop, company, f. quadra 
square (cf. CADRE). 


quadrillion kwədri'ljən in Great Britain, 
fourth power of a million; in U.S.A. (as in 
France), fifth power of a thousand. xvII. 
- F. quadrillon, f. QUADRI- + million; cf. 
BILLION, TRILLION. 


quadrivium kwodrivviom see TRIVIUM. 


quadroon kwodrü:n one who has a quarter 

of negro blood. xvin. Earliest forms 
quartero(o)n (through F. quarteron) - Sp. 
cuarteron, f. cuarto fourth, quarter; later 
assim. to words in quadri-. 


quadru- kwo:drü, kwodrü: var. of QUADRI- 
used before lip-cons., as in quadru:manous 
(xvi11) (cf. F. quadrumane, Buffon) and next. 


quadruped kwo-driiped four-footed ani- 
mal. xvir (Sir T. Browne). = F. quadrupède 
or L. quadruped-, -pés, f. quadru---pés; see 
prec. and roor. So quadru:pedar!. xvir. 
~ medL. (Bede), f. L. quadruped-. xv1. 


quadruple kwo:drupl fourfold. xvr. - 

(O)F quadruple = L. quadruplus; see 
QUADRU-, DUPLE, So vb. xiv. - F. or late L. 
quadru:plicarE? adj. and vb. xvi. -L. 
quadruplicaA-T1ON XVI. - late L. qua:dru- 
plet one of four at a birth. xvin; after 
triplet; abbrev. QUAD*, 


quare kwio'ri one may ask, it is a question; 
question, query. XVI. L. imper. of quaerere 
ask, inquire. Now usu. QUERY. 


quaestor kwistor (Rom. antiq.) official 
having charge of public finances. xiv. = L. 
quastor, f. *quas-, old form of stem of 
quavere (see prec.) -- agent-suflix -TOR. 


quaff kwaf drink copiously or deeply. xvi. 
prob. imit.; in earliest use Tquaft (More, 
Coverdale), tqguaught (Palsgr.); cf. synon. 
tquass (xvi-xvi1)- MLG. quassen eat or 
drink immoderately. 


quagga kwæ'gə S. African animal allied to 
the ass and the zebra. xvii. Said to be orig. 
Hottentot, but now Xhosa-Kaffir in the form 
iqgwara (with guttural r). 


quagmire kwe-g-, kwo'gmaias piece of wet 
boggy ground. xvi. f. (dial.) quag (xvi) 4- 
MIRE. The origin of the first el. is obscure ; 
it may orig. denote quaking, as may also the 
similar els. of synon. and contemp. Tquab-, 
Tquack-, Tquake-, tquall-, Tquave-, Tquav- 
mire; perh. the original was quab-(cf. quab(be), 
quob in ME. place names xi1-xi) and the 
source MLG., quabbe (Du. Rkwabbe) with 
later assim. to quake, etc. 
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QUAIL 


quail! kweil migratory bird allied to the 

partridge. xiv. ~ OF. quaille (mod. caille) 
= Pr, calha (whence OSp. cealla, It. 
quaglia) :- medL. coacula, prob. of imit. 
origin like, if not derived from, synon. 
MLG., MDu. guackele (Du. kwakkel), 
OHG. wahtala, qua(h)tala (G. wachtel). 


quail? kweil fail, give way xv; lose heart, 
be cowed xv1; also trans. Of unkn. origin. 
(| Not in literary use after c.1650 until 
revived by Scott c.1810. 


quaint kweint {fskilled, clever; }skilfully 
made, fine, elegant; tproud, fastidious x11; 
tstrange, unfamiliar xIv; uncommon but 
attractive XVIIL. ME. cointe, queinte - OF. 
cointe, queinte t— L. cognitu-s known, pp. of 
cognoscere ascertain, f. co- COM- -++ gndscere 
KNOW. @ ‘The development of the main 
senses took place in OF.; some of the stages 
are obscure. For the phonology cf. acquaint. 


quake kweik shake, tremble. OE. cwacian, 

rel. to cweééan (:— *kwakjan) shake (trans.), 
in mod. dial. quetch, quatch; cf. OS. 
quekilik waving to and fro. «f For the 
symbolic cw-, gu- cf. QUAVER, QUIVER?. 


Quaker kwei:‘ko1 member of the Society of 
Friends. xvir (1653). f. QUAKE-+--ER!. ‘Shak- 
ing and quaking’ was attributed to them. 
Formerly dyslogistic, perh. with ref. to 
‘Sonne of man, eate thy bread with quaking’ 
(Ezek. xii 18). @ Earlier (1647) recorded 
as being applied to a foreign religious sect 
of women settled in Southwark. 


qualify kwo-lifai invest with a quality or 

condition; modify, moderate. xvi. -F. 
qualifier - med.L. quàálificáre, f. quális of 
what kind, f. base of gui, quis WHO-+-dlis 
-AL!; see -FY. So qua:lifica'TION. xvi= F. 
or medL. quality kwo-liti tfcharacter, 
disposition; title, description XIII; attri- 
bute, property ; nature, kind; rank, position 
XIV; Tprofession xvi. ME. qualite - (O)F. 
qualité - L. quálitás (Cicero, rendering Gr. 
morns), f. quåãlis. So qua'litATIVE. XVII. 
= late L. 


qualm kwām, kwōm feeling of faintness or 
sickness XVI; strong scruple of conscience 
XVII. Of obscure origin; phonetically corr, 
forms either have inappropriate meanings 
or cannot be historically connected: OE. 
cu(e)alm pestilence, pain (rel. to QUELL), 
MLG. quallem, G. qualm (Du. kwalm) thick 
vapour or smoke. 


quandary  kwo:ndonr (orig) kwondezo'ri 
state of perplexity. xvi (Lily). Also tquan- 
dare (which is considered to be of L. 
form by Mulcaster 'First Part of the Ele- 
mentarie' xvii x11), as 1f f. L. quandó WHEN 
treated as a verbal form with a corr, infin. 
quandare. Cf. tbackare back}, tjocundare 
merry mood, fvagare VAGARY, all xvi; 
such formations were perh. modelled on 
CERTIORARI, of which a common var. was 
certiorare. 


QUARRY 


quantic kwo-ntik (math.) rational, integral 
homogeneous function of two or more 
variables. xix (Cayley). f. L. quantus how 
great (cf. next) 3- -1C, with ref. to the degree 
(2nd, 3rd, 4th). 


quantity  kwo'ntiti size, amount. XIV. 
— (O)F. quantité, corr. to Sp. c(u)antidad, 
It. quantità - L. quantitás (rendering Gr. 
TooóT)s), f. quantus how great, how much, 
f. base of qui, quis WHO; see -ITY. So 
qua‘ntitaTIVE. xvi. —medL. quantum 
kwo:ntom amount required or allotted. 
XVII. — n. of L. quantus. 


quaquaversal kweikwovo:isel] turning in 
every direction. xvii. f. L. quáquá versus, 
ie. qudquà where-, wbhithersoever, versus 
turned, towards (see -WARD). 


quarantine kwo'rontin A. (leg.) period of 
forty days during which a widow had the 
right to remain in her husband's chief 
mansion house; B. period of isolation of 
persons and animals suspected of contagious 
disease. XVII. In sense A= medL. quaran- 
téna, quadranténa, f. *quadranta, for L. 
quadráginta (see! QUADRAGESIMAL) ; in sense 
B- It.quarantina,£. quarantaforty ; see -INE!. 


quarenden, quarender kwo-rondon, -dez 

variety of apple common in Somerset and 
Devon. xv (quaryndon). perh. a use of 
the place-name Querendon, Bucks. 


quarrel! kwo-rel short square-headed 
arrow XIII; square or diamond-shaped pane 
of glass xv, — OF. quav(r)el (mod. carreau) 
= Pr. cairel, Sp. cuadrillo, It. quadrello = 
Rom. *quadrellu-s, dim. of late L. quadrus 
square (see QUADRAT). 


quarrel^ kwo:rol Tcomplaint, accusation; 
ground of complaint xiv ; violent contention 
xvi. ME. querele- OF. querele (mod. 
querelle) :—- L.. querella, var. of queréla com- 
plaint, f. queri complain (cf. QUERULOUS), 
with suffix as in sequéla SEQUEL. Forms with 
quar(r)- were established by Caxton's time, 
but querele continued till xvir. So qua:rrel 
vb. xiv (isolated in Gower; then not before 
Xvi) In late ME. - OF. quereler; after- 
wards f. the sb. Hence qua:rrelsome’, 
xvi (Sh). . 


quarry! kwo'ri parts of a deer placed on 
the hide and given to the hounds; collection 
of deer killed x1v ; animal hunted or hawked 
at xv. ME. quirre, querre - AN. *quire, 
*guere, OF. cuiree (mod. curée), alt., by 
crossing with cuir leather and curer cleanse, 
spec. disembowel (:- L. curdre curRE), of 
couree = Pr. corada += Rom. *coráta en- 
trails, f. cor HEART -- -áta -EE, -Y5. 


quarry? kwo'ri open-air excavation from 
which stone is obtained. xv. - medL. 
quarreia, shortened var. of quareria = OF, 
quarriere (mod. carrière), f. *carre = Pr. 
caire $= L. quadrum square (sb.) (see 
QUADRAT); superseded ME. quarere (xiv) 
— AN. *quarere, OF. quarriere, Hence vb. 
XVIII. 
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Tquarry square (xur-xvr) — OF. quarré 
(mod. carré) :- L. quadrátus QUADRAT. 


quart! kwōrt one-fourth of a gallon. xiv. 
- (O)F. quarte — Sp. cuarta, It. quarta :— L. 
quárta, sb. use of fem. (sc. pars part) fourth, 
ordinal of quattuor FOUR. 


quart? Xkwoit position in fencing XVII; 
sequence of four cards xvin. — F. quarte; 
cf. CARTE, 


quartan kwo5-iten of a fever in which the 

paroxysms occur every third (acc. to old 
reckoning, fourth) day. xı (Cursor M.). 
ME. quartain-(O)F. quartaine (sc. fièvre 
fever) - L. quàrtána (sc. febris), fem. of 
quartdnus, f. qudrtus; see prec. and ~AN; 
the present form shows assim. to L. 


quarter kwo'itoi one of four parts; mea- 
sure of 8 bushels xitt ; fourth part of a year; 
region, district XIV; place of residence, pl. 
soldier's lodgings; assigned position (spec. 
in close q-s) ; relations with another, terms of 
treatment XVI ; exemption from being imme- 
diately put to death xvir. — AN. quarter, 
(O)F. quartier :- L. quartárius fourth part 
of a measure, quartern, gill, f£. quártus fourth 
(see QUART). Hence vb. divide into quarters 
XIV; lodge in quarters xvi (Sh.). qua-rter- 
AGE quarterly payment xIv; after OF. or 
medL. qua'rter-deck xvii orig. smaller 
deck above the half-deck xvt1 (Capt. Smith). 
qua'rterLv(1)xvi. qua:rterrLv(2) xvi (her., 
after AN. esquartele), adv. xv. qua-rter- 
MASTER officer in navy and army (g. in the 
senses of assigned position and lodging) xv; 
cf. Du. kwartiermeester, etc. qua:rtersTAFF 
stout pole used as a weapon. XVI; perh. 
orig. made from a tree trunk cleft in four. 


quartern kwo'itoin quarter, esp. of certain 
weights and measures xu. — AN. quartrun, 
OF. quart(e)ron, f. quart fourth, QUART!, or 
quartier QUARTER. 


quartet(te) lwoitet composition for four 
voices or instruments XVIII (Coleridge); set 
of four xix. — F. quartette = It. quartetto 
(which was used somewhat earlier in Eng.), 
f. quarto fourth (cf. QUART!) ; see -ET, -ETTE. 


quartile kwō'ıtil (astr.) pert. to an aspect of 
two heavenly bodies which are 9o? (i.c. 
3 of a circle) distant. xvi. - medL. quartilis, 
f. quarius fourth ; see prec. and -ILE. 


quarto kwo'tou size of paper produced bv 
folding a whole sheet twice so as to form 
four leaves (8 pages) xv1; book made up of 
such paper XVII. orig. in phr. in quarto ‘in 
a fourth’ (see QUART"); cf. OCTAVO, etc. 


quartz  kwoits silica in various forms. 
Xxvil. -(M)HG. quarz, quartz, var. of 
swerg DWARF (with East MG. qu- for zw- 
and hypocoristic ending as in Heinz for 
Heinrich, Kunz for Konrad); for the applica- 
tion cf. COBALT, NICKEL. @ Of CEur. range. 


quash kwof annul, invalidate xiv; bring to 

nought xvi. — OF. quasser (mod. casser 
break) = Pr. casar, Sp., Pg. cansar weary, 
tire: L. quassGre shake violently, break 
to pieces, shatter, freq. of quatere (pp. 
stem guass-) shake. Senses connected with 
those of shake and break were current xtv— 
xvi, Cf. CONCUSSION, PERCUSSION. Q F. 
-ss- is repr. by -sh- as in brush, push. 


quasi kwersai as it were xv (Caxton); (a) 
kind of xvi1; seemingly, almost XIX. L., re- 
duced form of quanset :- *quansei, f. *quàm, 
acc. sg. fem. (denoting extent) of the base 
of WHO, WHAT 4-set, si if. 


quassia kwszessi'o, kwo:fia. (wood, etc. of) a 
S. Amer. tree, Quassia amara. xvirt. Named 
by Linnzus, to whom the virtues of the root 
were communicated by C. G. Dahlberg, 
who himself heard of them from a Surinam 
negro named Graman (i.e. ‘grand man’) 
Quassi (Ashanti or Fanti Kwasi, name 
given to a child born on a Sunday), the 
discoverer of the root’s properties in 1730. 


quaternary kwətā'iınəri sb. set of four 
things xv; adj. consisting of four things 
XVII; (geol.) fourth in order (to match 
tertiary) XIX. ~ L. quaterndrius, f. quaterni 
four together, f. guater four times, f. base of 
quattuor FOUR; see -ARY, Cf. TERNARY. 


quaternion kwat3-1nion group of four XIV 
(Wycl. Bible, Acts xii 4); quire of four 
sheets XVII; (math.) xrx (W. R. Hamilton, 
1843). -late L. quaternió(n-), f. quaterni 
(see prec.). 


quatorzain  kze'toizein (pros. poem of 
14 lines. XVI. — F. quatorzaine set of four- 
teen, f. quatorze fourteen (:- Rom. *quattor- 
decem, for L. quattuordecim) 4- -aine (:— L. 
-dna, fem, of -dntus -AN). 


quatrain kwo-trein (pros.) stanza of four 
lines. Xvi (quadrain). — F. quatrain, Tquad- 
rain, Í. quatre FOUR + -ain $= I.. -ànu- -AN. 


quatrefoil k:z:toifoil compound leaf or 
flower of four leaflets. xv. —- AN. *quatre- 
foil, f. (O)F. quatre FOUR +- foil leaf, roit? ; 
cf. CINQUEFOIL. 


quaver  kweivor  vibrate, tremble xv 
(Lydg.); trill or shake in singing; also 
trans. XVI. frequent. (see -ER of ME. 
quae, cwauien (Xi11), perh. repr. unrecorded 
OE. *cwafian, parallel symbolic formation 
to cwacian QUAKE; ME. cwakien and cwauien 
are found in alliterative collocation; cf. the 
parallel forms under QUAGMIRE. Hence 
qua:ver sb. (mus.) note equal to half a 
crotchet xvi; shake or trill XVII; tremulous 
cry, etc. XVIII. 


quay ki solid artificial landing-place. xiv. 
Late ME key(e), later Ray, and finally quay 
(xvii) by assim. to modF. qua: ; = OF. kai, 
cay, north. form corr. to Lyonnese chai 
retaining wall — Gaulish caio :- OCeltic 
*kagio- (cf. Olr. cae enclosed place, house, 
W. cae hedge, OBreton cat fence, caiou 
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fortifications, mod. caé embankment), perh. 
rel. to Germ. *xaz- HEDGE. Q The pro- 





QUICK 





querulous kwe'rələs complaining, peevish. 
xv/xvi. f£. L. querulus or —late L. queruldsus, f. 


nunc. has followed the same lines as in KEY!. 
From F. are also Sp. cayo cay, Du. kaai, 
G., Da. kai. 


quean kwin orig. woman; (arch.) from early 
ME. times, bold impudent woman, jade, 
hussy; Sc. girl, lass. xv. OE. cwene = OS. 
cwena (Du. kween barren cow), OHG. quena, 
quina, ON. kvenna, kvinna (g. pl., nom. 
kona), Goth. gino woman :- CGerm. *Awe- 
nón wk. fem., f. IE. base *gwen-, *gun-, 
repr. by Gr. guné, Av. gend, OSl. žena 
(Russ. zhend), Olr. ben woman ; cf. QUEEN. 


queasy kwi'zi Ttroublous, unsettled ; un- 
settling the stomach xv; easily upset, in- 
clined to nausea; fastidious, scrupulous XVI. 
Early forms coisy, quesy, quasy, queysy sug- 
gest AN., OF. *coisi, *queisi or -ié, rel. to 
coister hurt, wound, but there is no evidence, 


Quechua ke'tfuə, Quichua kitfuə lan- 
guage of large areas of South America xIx. 


queen kwin wife of a king, woman having 
sovereign rule. OE. cwén = OS. quan, 
ON. kvan (also kvdn), Goth. qéns :- Germ. 
(exc. HG.) *Ahw&niz str. fem., f. IE. *gwén- 
*swen- (see QUEAN). Hence quee-nrv. xvi. 


queer kwior odd, strange XV1; out of sorts, 
drunk xvin. First recorded from Dunbar 
and Gavin Douglas ; identical in form with 
and perh. of the same origin as sl. Tqueer 
bad (xvi, Awdelay, Harman); poss. = G. 
quer cross, oblique, squint, perverse (MHG. 
twer; see THWART). Hence queer vb. quiz, 
puzzle, ridicule XVIII; spoil xix. 


queest kwist (dial) ring-dove, wood- 
pigeon. xv (quyshte, quyste). perh. synco- 
pated form of CUSHAT. 


quell kwel fkill OE.; suppress, extinguish 
XIV; crush, subdue xvi. OE. cwellan = OS. 
quellian (Du. kwellen), OHG, quellen (G. 
quälen), ON. kvelja :- CGerm. (exc. Gothic) 
*kwaljan, f. *kwal- *kwel-, repr. also by 
OE. cwalu death = ON. kvgl torment, OE. 
cwealm death, torture, plague, OS., OHG. 
qualm, OE. cwelan die — OS. quelan, OHG. 
quelan ; a long vowel appears in OS., OHG. 
quála (Du. kwaal, G. qual); the IE. base 
*ewol- *gwel- is repr. by Lith. geld, OSI. 
gali sorrow, OPruss. golts, acc. gallan death, 
OIr. at|balim I die, Arm. kelem I torment. 


quench kwentf put out, extinguish. XII. 
ME. quenchen :- OE. *ewenéan (in dcwencan) 
s= *kwaykjan, causative of OE. *cewincan (in 
dcwincan) be extinguished = OFris. quinka 
— *kwegkan. Hence que: nchrsss. XVI. 


quern kwàin hand-mill. OE. cweorn(e) — 
OFris., OS. quern (Du. kweern), OHG. 
guirn(a), ON. kuern, Goth. -quairnus, f. 
CGerm. *kwern- :- IE...*gwern-, repr. also 
by Lith. girna, OSI. griiny, sriinuvi (Russ. 
zhérnov), Pol. zarna, Olr. bró (g. broom), 
W. breuan, Skr. grüvan-. 
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queri complain ; partly superseding late ME. 
querelous - OF. querelous (mod. querelleux), 
f. querele QUARREL?; see -OUS. 


query  kwio'ri anglicization of QUERE, 


with ending assim. to inquiry. XVII. 


quest kwest (obs. or dial.) inquiry, inquest; 


search, pursuit xIV; collection of alms xvi. 
— OF. queste (mod. quête) = Pr. questa, 
quista, Sp. cuesta, 1t. chiesta :- Rom, *quæ- 
sita for L. quzsita; sb. use of fem. pp. of 
quarere seek, inquire. Cf. INQUEST. So. 
quest vb. go in pursuit of game XIV ; search, 
seek xvI1; search for, seek out xviii. -= OF. 
quester (mod. quéter) f. the sb. 


question kwe'stfon action of asking; what is 


asked (about). xir (Cursor M.). = ins 
questiun, (O)F. question — L. quzstio(n)-, £ 
quzst-, pp. stem of quarere see prec.). So 
question vb. xv. ~ (O)E. questionner. 
Hence que:stionasLE. xvi. questionnaire 
k(w)estjonego:1 formal list of questions. 
XIX. F., f. questionner - -aire -ARY. 


questor  kwe'stoi official who delivers 


papal indulgences. xv. - medL. questor, 
var. of QUZESTOR. 


queue kjü (her.) tail of a beast xvr; long 


plait of hair xviii; line of persons, etc. XIX. 
- F. queue, OF. coe, cue = It. copa $= L. 
cauda tail. 


quibble kwi-bi play on words ; equivocating 


or evasive speech. xvi. f. synon. tqutb 
(xvi), prob. f. L. quibus (d. and abl. pl. of 
qui, qua, quod WHO, WHAT, WHICH) as a word 
of frequent occurrence in legal documents 
and so assoc. with verbal niceties or subtle 
distinctions; see -LE!. Hence qui: bble vb. 
Tpun; evade the point by a quibble. xvu. 
@ For si. uses of quibus cf. F. quibus the 
wherewithal, cash, Du. kwibus fool, coxcomb. 


quick kwik (arch.) living, alive OE. ; lively, 


mobile, active; rapid, swift xin; func- 
tionally active xiv. OE. cwic(u) = OFris., 
OS. quik (Du. kwik), OHG. quek (G. keck, 
dial. kweck lively, sprightly), ON. Avikr :- 
CGerm. (exc. Gothic) *kwikwaz, in which 
the second & is of obscure origin, being ab- 
sent in Goth. *qius (in pl. qiwa:) :- *kwiwaz, 
f. CIE. base *gwej- repr. also in L. vivus, 
Lith. gyvas, OS). zZivá (Russ. zhivói), Olr. 
biu, beo, W. byw, Skr. jivds living, Gr. bios, 
zoé life (cf. VITAL, VIVID, BIO-, ZOO- ). quick 
sb. the q., sensitive flesh in the body. 
xv1; cf. F. le vif. Hence qui: ckeN? give life 
to; receive life xiii (Cursor M.); make 
quick or quicker xvir. In earliest use ~ ON. 
kwikna (intr.). Comps. quicktime kwi'k- 
laim lime that has been burned but not 
slaked. xiv; after L. calx viva (Vitruvius), 
F. chaux vive. qui-cksAND bed of loose wet 
sand. Xv; f. quick in sense of 'mobile' (xiv), 
corr. to Du. kwikzand, G. quicksand, Icel. 
kviksandr; OE. had cweéesand, f. cweééan 


QUICKHATCH 


shake (rel. to QUAKE); qui:ckset live slips 
set in the ground as for a hedge xv; also 
adj. xvi; cf. sET sb. and F. haie vive. 
qui-cksi:lver mercury. OE. cwicseolfor = 
Du. kwiksilver, OHG. quecsilbar (G. queck- 
silber), ON. kvihsilfr ; tr. L. argentum vivum 
‘living silver’ (Pliny), whence also. F. vif 
argent, It. argento vivo. 


quickhatch kwi-khetf wolverene. XVIIL 
-Cree (N. Amer. Indian) okeecoohagees, 
kwekwukao; from other Algonkian dialects 
come CARCAJOU, KINKAJOU. 


quid! kwid sovereign, Tguinea. XVIIL 
prob. sl. use of L. guid something, perh. 
with allusion to QUID PRO QUO; cf. F. quibus 
‘the wherewithal’. 


quid? kwid piece of tobacco, etc. to be 
chewed. xviir. dial. var. of cup (OE. 
cwidu). 


quiddity kwi-diti A. essence of a thing xv; 
B. subtlety, quibble xvi. - medL. quidditas, 
f. quid WHAT ; see -ITY. Cf. F. quiddité. 


quidnunc kwi-dnank inquisitive person, 
gossip. XVI. f. L. quid nunc? WHAT Now? 


quid pro quo kwid prou kwou (in apothe- 
caries? language) one thing in place of 
another; one thing in return for another, 
tit for tat. xvi. L. quid something, pré For, 
instead of, qué (abl. of quzd) something; see 
WHAT, WHO. 


quiescent kwaie-sont motionless, at rest. 
XVII. — L. quiéscent-, -éns, prp. of quiéscere 
be still, f. quies quiet; see WHILE, - ENT. 


quiet kwaiot freedom from disturbance or 
noise. xiv. — AN. quiete (as in phr. en quiete 
et peas in quiet and peace), which was orig. 
OF. quieté (adopted in Sc. xv—xv1), f. quiet 
(— L. quiétus, pp. of quiéscere be QUIESCENT), 
whence qui:et adj. xiv (Wycl. Bible). Cf. 
coy. Hence qui'et vb. xv partly after 
late L. quiétáre; qui-etEN?. xix (orig. local). 
So qui-etisM mysticism characterized by 
passive contemplation. XVII. qui‘etuDE, xvi 
= F. quiétude or medL. quiétüdo. 


quietus kwaiřtəs discharge or acquittance 
XV1; death xvir (Sh.). Short for quiétus est 
(xv used as sb. in Eng.), medL. formula 
‘he is QUIT’. 


quiff kwif (oiled) lock of hair worn on the 
forehead. xx. Of unkn. origin; perh. de- 
veloped from any of various sl. uses. 


quill kwil thollow stem or reed xv (Lydg.); 
pipe, tube xv; tube or barrel of a feather, 
esp. as used for writing XVI; spine of the 
porcupine xvir (Sh.).  prob.- (M)LG. 
quiele, of unkn. origin, and obscurely rel. to 
synon. MHG. kil (G. kiel). 


quillet kwi'lit quibble. xvi. prob. shorten- 
ing of tquillity (xvi), alt. of QuipprTy (B); 
cf. quip and Tquipy, Tquiddit and quiddity. 


QUINSY 


quilt kwilt (orig.) article of bed furniture 

to lie on, consisting of two pieces of material 
with padding between; (later) coverlet 
similarly made, counterpane. XII. = OF. 
coilte, cuilte (mod. couette), with var. coute 
(see COUNTERPANE, -POINT), Sp. colcha :—- 
L. culcita mattress, cushion, rel. to Skr. 
kurcds bundle, package. Hence quilt vb. 
XVI. 


quin kwin abbrev. of QUINTUPLET, chiefly 
pl. quins. XX. 


quinary kwai'nəri consisting of fives. XVII. 
-~ L. quīnārius, f. quīnī, distributive of 
quinque FIVE; See -ARY. 

quince kwins (fruit of) the tree Pyrus 
Cydonia. xıv. orig. pl. used coll. of coyn, 
guoyn = CF. cooin (mod. coing), corr. to Pr. 
codonh, Cat. codony, It. cotogno :- L. cotd- 
neum (Pliny), varying with cydóneum (apple) 
of Cydonia (now Canea) in Crete = Gr. 
mélon Kudónion. (From L. coténea, cydónia, 
Gr. kudénid, -éa are ult. derived OHG. qui- 
tina, MHG. quiten, G. quitte, OHG, chutina, 
MHG. küten, UG. kütte(n)}, MDu. kweede, 
Du. kwee.) Q For similar development of 
pl. cf. bodice, lettuce, in which the pronunc. 
with s is preserved, as also is pence. 


quincentenary kwinsenti‘nori (pert. to) 
the sooth anniversary. XIX. irreg. f. L. 
quinque FIVE -+ CENTENARY. Also quin- 
gentenary kwindgenti‘nori. xix. f. L. 
quingenti 500 after centenary. 

quincunx kwi-nkanks, -nk- arrangement 


of five objects so placed that four occupy 
the corners and the fifth the centre. xvir. 
- L. quincunx five-twelfths (35; of an as was 
denoted by five dashes arranged as above), 
f. quinque FIVE-- uncia twelfth, OUNCE!. 


quinine kwini:n, (U.S.) kwai-nain alkaloid 
obtained from the bark of cinchona, etc. 
XIX. f. quina (Sp.) bark of cinchona, etc. 
- Quechua kina bark, reduplicated kina- 
kina, kinkina, whence Sp. quinquina (in Eng. 
use from XVII); see -INE°. 

Quinquagesima kwinkwodze:sima fperiod 
beginning on the Sunday immediately pre- 
ceding Lent and ending on Easter Eve xiv; 
(Q. Sunday) the Sunday itself. xvir. medL. 
sb. use (sc. dies day) of fem. of L. quinquã- 
gesimus fiftieth, f. quinquaginta fifty; cf. 
QUADRAGESIMA, etc. 

quinque-  kwinkwi comb. form of L. 
quinque FIVE, as in qui-nquereme having 
five banks of oars (L. rémus oar) xvi. 

quinquennial kwinkwe-nial lasting five 
years xv (Fortescue); occurring every fifth 
year XVII. f. L. quinquennis, f. quinque FIVE +- 
annus year; see BIENNIAL and cf. L. quin- 
quennális. 


quinsy kwrinzi inflammation of the throat. 
XIV. ME. quinaci, quinesye - OF. quinencie 
^ medL. quinancia, f. Gr. kundgkheé, f. kun-, 
kidn dog (HOUND)+ dgkhein throttle. Q A 
frequent var. in ME. is squina(n)cy (dial. 
squinsy). 
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quintain kwi-ntein post set up to be tilted 

at; exercise of tilting at this. xiv. — OF. 
quintaine, -eine = Pr., It. quintana, medL. 
quintana, -ena, usu. taken to be identical 
with L. quiniüána market of a camp, f. 
quintus fifth (sc. manipulus maniple). 


quintal kwi-ntal 112 lbs. xv. - OF. quintal 
Sp., Pg. -al, It. -ale, medL. -ále —- Arab. 
qintàr KANTAR ; cf. KENTLEDGE. 


quintessence kwinte-sans substance latent 
in all things, the extraction of which was one 
of the objects of alchemy xv (Lydg.); most 
essential part xvi. — F. quintessence, tquinte 
essence - medL. quinta essentia FIFTH ES- 
SENCE, the ‘ether’ of Aristotle (‘De Czlo’ 
II 3), the fifth. primary body besides the 
elements of earth, fire, air, and water. 
Formerly also str. quintessence; both stress- 
ings are used by Milton. Hence quintes- 
sential kwintése:nfal. xvit. 


quintet(te) kwintet (mus.) composition 

for five voices or instruments. XIX. ~F, 
quintette = It. quintetto (formerly used in 
Eng. xvuit), f. quinto :- L. quintus FIFTH; see 
-ET, -ETTE. 


quintillion kwintiljon fifth power of a 
milion; U.S. (as in France) cube of a 
million. XVII. See BILLION. 


quintuple kwi-ntjupl fivefold. xvi (Bill- 
ingsley). — F. quintuple, f. L. quintus fifth, 
after triple, etc. Hence qui-ntuplet pl. set 
of five. XIX. Cf. QUADRUPLET. 


quip kwip Sharp or sarcastic remark. xvi. 
prob. shortening of Tquippy (XVI), perh. 
— L. quippe indeed, forsooth (with sarcastic 
force). 


quipu k(w)rpu knotted device of ancient 
Peruvians for recording and communicating. 
XVIII. Quechua. 


quire! kwaio1 {small book, short poem, etc. ; 
set of four sheets of parchment or paper 
doubled so as to make eight leaves; hence, 
any gathering of sheets. xv. ME. quaer, 
later quayer, qua, quere, quire- OF. 
qua(ijer (mod. cahier quire, copy-book) = 
Pr. cazern, It. quaderno *- Rom. *quaternum, 
f. L. quaterni set of four, f. quater four 
times, f. quattuor FOUR. Q For the de- 
velopment of the pronunc. cf. quaisy | queasy, 
kay | key, and brere | briar, frere | friar. 


quire? see CHOIR. 


quirk kwd1k verbal trick or subtlety xv; 
sudden turn or twist Xvit. Of unkn. origin. 


quirt kwàit riding-whip used in Southern 
U.S. and Sp. America. XIX. = Sp. cuerda 
CORD. 


quisling kwi-zlin one who collaborates with 
the enemy. 1940. Surname of Major Vid- 
kun Quisling, a Norwegian who colla- 
borated with the Germans when they 
invaded Norway in World War II. 





QUIZ 


quit! kwit free, clear of, xui. (i) ME. quit, 
quīte (surviving in QUITE) = OF. quite = Pr., 
Cat. quiti (Sp., Pg. quito) = L. qutétus QUIET ; 
cf. MDu. quite, quijt (Du. kwijt), MLG., 
MHG. quit. Superseded by (ii) later ME. 
or early mod. quit(te) — (O)F. quitte - medL. 
quittus, special development of L. quiétus (cf. 
MHG. quit (G. quitt), ON. kvittr). 


quit? kwit pt., pp. guitted, (locally) quit. 
tA. set free, clear, clear off; B. trepay, 
requite; C. renounce; leave xiv. Late ME. 
quitte, repl. earlier quite (XiII), pt. quitte, 
pp. quit(t); C (O)F. quitter, earlier quiter 
(cf. medL. quittáre, quiétàre), f. quiétus 
QUIET, QUIT!. Cf. ACQUIT, REQUITE. 

quitch kwitf couch grass, Triticum repens. 
OE. cwice = MLG. kwéke (hence G. 
kwecke); supposed to be rel. to cwic QUICK 
with ref. to the vitality of the grass. 


quitclaim kwitkleim release, acquit; re- 
nounce. XIV. —- AN. quiteclamer declare 
free, f. quite QuiT!J-clamer proclaim (see 
CLAIM). So sb. frelease xv; renunciation 
xvii, = AN. quiteclame, f. the vb. 


quite kwait completely, entirely xiv; in the 

fullest sense, absolutely xvi. adv. use of 
quite, earlier form of quit! free, clear. 
(TQuitely is found somewhat earlier.) 


quitrent kwrtrent rent paid in lieu of 
services. XV. f. QUIT!--RENT!. 


quits kwits fclear, discharged xv: even 
(with) by repayment or retaliation XVII. 
prob. —collog. use of medL. quittus Quit}. 


quittance kwi'təns release x11 (AncrR.); 
release from debt, receipt xiv (R. Mannyng); 
requital, reprisal xvi (Marlowe). = OF. 
quitance (later quittance), f. quiter QUIT; see 
-ANCE. 


quiver! kwi:vvor case for holding arrows. 
XIH. - ÀN. *quiver, quiveir, OF. quivre, 
coivre - W Germ. word repr. by OE. cocor, 
OFris. Roker, OS. kokar(t) (Du. koker), 
OHG. kohhar(t) (G. Rocher); rel. obscurely 
to medL. cucurum, medGr. kotkouron, 
Russ. kókor cartridge case (from Du. Roker). 


quiver? kwi'vər shake with small rapid 
movements. xv (Caxton). f. ME. cwiver 
nimble, quick, OE. cewifer (in adv. cwiferlice) ; 
cf, QUAVER. 


qui vive kī viv phr. on the qui vive on the 
alert. xvii. F. Qui vive? sentinels chal- 
lenge to discover to which party the chal- 
lenged person belongs, lit. ‘Long live who ?’, 
orig. expecting an answer in the form Vive 
le roi, Vive la France, etc. (cf. VIVAT). 


Quixote kwiksot enthusiastic visionary. 
XVII. f. name of Don Quixote, now written 
in Sp. Quijote kixðõ'te, hero of Miguel de 
Cervantes’ romance. Hence quixotic 
kwikso-tik. XVII. 


quiz! kwiz eccentric person; one who 
quizzes XVIII; practical joke, hoax xix. So 
quiz vb. make fun of, turn to ridicule. xvii. 
Of unkn. origin ; Tquoz was a syn. of similar 
date, Hence qui-zzIcaL. XVIII. 
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quiz? kwiz (dial. and U.S.) question, exa- 
mine; also sb. examination (spec. oral). xIx. 
Of unkn. origin. 


quod kwəd prison. xvir. perh. first syll, of 
QUADRANGLE, but there is no evidence. 


quodlibet kwə'dlibet question proposed in 
scholastic disputation: scholastic debate or 
exercise. XIV. ~medL. guodlibetum, f. L. 
quodlibet f. quod WHAT, libet it pleases (see 
LIBIDINOUS) ; cf. (O)F. quolibet. 


quoin koin external angle of a wall or 
building, corner-stone; wedge, wedge- 
shaped block. xvi. var. of coin, formerly 
current in all senses of this. 


quoit koit flat disc thrown as an exercise 
of strength or skill; pl. sport of throwing 
quoits at a pin. xv. Earliest form coyte (as 
also in AN. statute of 1388); sp. with qu- 
coii was frequent XV-XIX. XVI-XVIII; of 
unkn. origin. 


quondam kwo:ndzem former. xvi. adj. use 
of L. quondam formerly (orig. ‘at any given 
moment), f. quom when (f. *kwo- wuo)-- 
generalizing particle -dam. 


quorum  kwoo:rom justice of the peace 
whose presence was necessary on the bench, 
later gen. xv; fixed number of persons 
whose presence is necessary in the trans- 
action of business XVII. g.pl. of L. quī WHO; 
taken from the wording of commissions 
designating such persons, quorum vos . . duos 
(etc.) esse volumus of whom we will that you 
be . . two (etc.). 


quota kwou'ta part or share of a total. 
XVII. — medL. quota, sb. use (sc. pars part) 
of fem. of L. quotus of what number, f. quot 
how many (so Skr. katt), f. base of qui, 
quis WHO; cf. correl. tot (see TOTAL). Also 
quo:tum. xviIl - medL. quotum, cotum, n 
of quotus. 


RABBLE 





quote kwout fmark with numbers or 
(marginal) references x1v; cite or refer to; 
Tnote xvi; repeat (a passage) from a book, 
etc. XVII. - medL. quotàre number, f. quot 
how many, or quota QUOTA. Formerly often 
cote, after F. coter. So quota:rioN Tnum- 
bering xv ; fmarginal referencexvi ; (tvpogr.) 
large quadrat used for filling up blanks 
(orig. between marginal references); quot- 
ing, passage quoted xviI; (comm.) price of 
stocks, etc. xix. - medL. quotàtio(n-), f. 
quotàre ; cf. F. Tquotation. 


quoth kwoup (arch.) said. OE. cwzp, pt. 

of cwepan say -— OFris. qwetha, OS. queüan, 
OHG. quedan, ON. Rueda, Goth. qiban :- 
CGerm. *kwepan; early ME. cwaó, quap, 
became quoth by rounding of a in con- 
tiguity with w in unstressed positions; a 
common var. XIV-XVI was quod. Forms 
with lack of stress are repr. by former pro- 
nuncs. kwop, kwop. Hence quothakwou:po 
xvi; for quoth (h)a said he; fully reduced 
form is repr. by catha, ketha (xvi). 


quotidian lLwouttdion, kwo- daily, spec. 
of a fever recurring every day. xiv. ME. 
cotidien, -ian, quot-, orig. — OF. cotidien 
(mod. quotidien), early assim. to L. quoti- 
didnus, earlier cott-, cótidianus, f. cott-, 
cótidié (quot-) every day, f. base of quotus 
(see QUOTA) 4- dies day ; see -IAN. 


quotient kwow[eont result obtained by 
dividing one quantity by another. xv. = L. 
quotiéns how many times (f. quot how many ; 
see QUOTA), taken as a prp. in -ens; cf, F. 
quotient (earlier quotiens, which was occas. 
used 1n Eng.), It. quoziente, Sp. quoctente. 


quo warranto kwou worze'ntou (leg.) writ 

of Queen's Bench demanding by what 
warrant a thing is held. xvr. Law L. ‘by 
what warrant’; abl. sg. of quod WHAT 
and warrantum WARRANT. 


R 


rabbet ræ'bit channel or groove made in 
wood, stone, etc.; rectangular recess. XV. 
— OF. rab(b)at, act of beating down, recess 
in a wall, f. rabattre beat back or down, 
REBATE; the ending has been assim. to -ET. 


rabbi rz':bai (title of respect given to) a 
Jewish doctor of the law. xiv (raby). = OF. 
rab(b)ó (mod. rabbin), ecclL. rabbi —- Heb. 
rabbi my master, f. rabh master, with pro- 
nominal suffix. So rabbin re-bin. xvi. - F. 
rabbin or medL. rabbinus (cf. It. rabbino, 
Sp. rabino, Du. rabbijn, G. rabbiner, Russ. 
ravvin) in which the n may be due to a Semitic 
pl. form. Hence rabbi'nic(AL). XVII. 


rabbit ræ'bit burrowing rodent of family 
Leporidæ (orig. applied to the young, the 


full-grown animal being called cony, which 
was superseded in gen. use by rabbit). 
XIV (Trevisa) Late ME. rabet(te), perh. 
~an OF. form repr. by dial. F. rabotte, 
rabouillet young rabbit, rabouillére rabbit 
burrow, poss. of LDu. origin (cf. Flem. 
robbe, dim. robbeke, Du. Trobett, Walloon 
robete). @ For the use of dims. for this 
animal cf. L. cunīculus coNY, G. kaninchen, 
Du. kanin(c)ken. 


rabble ræ'bl A. fpack, swarm of animals 

XIV; disorderly crowd xvi; B. tlong string 
of words XVI, (dial) rigmarole xvi. Of 
obscure origin; sense B suggests immed, 
connexion with (dial. ) rabble vb. utter ina 
rapid confused manner (xiv) prob. - MDu. 
rabbelen, LG. rabbeln, of imit. origin. 
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rabid re-bid furious, raging xvil; affected 
with rabies xix. — L. vabidus, f. rabere rave, 
be mad, rel. to Skr. rdbhas impetuosity, vio- 
lence; see -1D1. So rabies rei'biiz canine 
madness. xvi. — L. rabiés, f. rabere. 


rac(c)oon rékü:n Amer. nocturnal animal 

of the genus Procyon. xvi (Capt. John 
Smith has the forms rahaugcum, raugrough- 
cum, aroughcun, rarowcun) — Powhatan 
(Virginia) dial. of Algonkian. See COON. 


race! reis jTonward movement, rush XIII 
(Cursor M.); (dial) running, run xiv; 
strong current of water (channel for water, 
e.g. mill-race XV1); contest of speed xvi. 
north. ME., MSc. ràs, raas - ON. rds 
running, race, rush of water, channel, row, 
series :- OE. ræs running, rush, impetus, 
attack, MLG. rds current; cf. ON. ras 
impetuosity, hurry, rasa rush headlong; of 
unkn. origin. Taken into gen. Eng. use from 
the north in xvi; hence the pronunc. reis, 
earlier rés, orig. ras. 


race’ reis set or class of persons, animals, 
plants; group of persons, etc. having a com- 
mon ancestry or character; class of wine 
or characteristic flavour of this, supposed 
to be due to the soil xvr ; characteristic style 
of speech or writing XVII. —F. race- It. razza 
(xiv, Sacchetti), whence also Sp. raza, Pg. 
raça, Du. ras, G. rasse, Russ. rása; of unkn. 
origin. Hence raciAL rerj!ol. xix. racy! 
rei'si (in senses derived from the last two of 
the sb. above; phr. racy of the soil). XVIL. 


race? reis root of ginger. XVI. ~ OF. rais, 
raiz — Sp. raiz t- L. ràdice- rádix root; 
See RADISH, RADIX, 


raceme rəsim (bot.) form of inflorescence. 
xvin. — L. racémus cluster of grapes. Cf. 
RAISIN. So rface:mosk!. XVII. 


rachitis rokaitis (med.) rickets. XVIII. = 
modL. — Gr. rhakhitis, f. rhdkhis spine, 
ridge; prop. ‘inflammation of the spine’, but 
adopted for ‘rickets’ by the Eng. physician 
Francis Glisson in his ‘De Rachitide sive 
morbo puerii qui vulgo The Rickets 
dicitur Tractatus’, 1650; see -ITIS. 


rack! ræk A. tshock, collision x111; B. mass 
of driven cloud xiv. prob. of Scand. origin; 
cf. Norw. and Sw. dial. rak (Sw. vrak, Da. 
vrag) wreck, wreckage, refuse, f. reka drive 
(cf. ON. reki flotsam) ; but the identity of A 
and B is not certain. 


rack? ræk tbar, or framework of bars, esp. 
used for support or suspension. xiv, ME. 
rakke, occas. rekke - Du. rak, LG. rack, 
also MDu. rek (Du. rek, rekke), MLG. 
rek(ke) horizontal bar, shelf, prob, f. recken 
stretch (see RACK?) 


rack? ræk instrument of torture in the form 
of a frame with a roller at each end. xv. 
prob. spec. use of RACK?. So rack vb. 
stretch the joints of xv (Lydg.), various 
transf, and fig. uses, stretch, strain, raise(rent) 
xvi. - MLG., MDu. racken, also recken 


RADICLE 


— OE. reécan, OS. rekkian, OHG. recchan 
(G. recken), ON. rekja, Goth. (CGerm.) 
*rakjan stretch, rel. to L. regere DIRECT, 
porrigere reach, Gr. orégein (cf. RIGHT). 


rack* rek horse’s gait in which the two feet 
on each side are lifted simultaneously. xvI 
(Blundevil). Contemp. with rel. vb.; perh. 
ult. of Arab. origin (cf. rekhwet easy-paced, 
f£. rekhow soft, and modGr. (Chios) rhakhbán 
amble). Q F. racquassure given by Palsgr. 
for ‘rackyng’ is otherwise unknown. 


rack? rek phr. to rack (and ruin) to destruc- 
tion. XVI. var. of WRACK!. 


rack? ræk. Aphetic of ARRACK, XVII. 


racket! ræ'kit bat of network used in ball 
games; pl. game played with ball and 
rackets xvi; (N. Amer.) snow-shoe XVII. 
- F. raquette tpalm of the hand, tsole of the 
foot, racket, battledore, snow-shoe - It. rac- 
chetta, f. Arab. ráhat, colloq. form of ráha 
palm of the hand. 


racket? ræ'kit disturbance, uproar XVI; 
social excitement XVIII; trying experience 
XIX ; illicit scheme xx (U.S.). perh. imit. of 
clattering noise. Hence racket vb., 
ra‘ckety! xvi. @ Gael. racaid is from Eng. 


rackrent raz'krent. xvir (but implied in 
rackrented XVI). f. rack in sense ‘raise (rent) 
beyond a normal amount’ (xvi ‘racke and 
stretche out the rentes’, 1553); see RACK’, 
RENT!, 


raddle ra:di red ochre. xvi. var. of 
RUDDLE. 


radial rerdiol pert. to rays or radnu. xvi 
(Dee). - medL. radidlis, f. RADIUS; see 
-AL!, 


radiant rerdiont shining brightly xv ; pert. 
to radiation xvii. ~ L. radiant-, -àns, prp. 
of radidre, f. RADIUS. Hence ra‘diANCE 
XVII (Sh.), -ANCY XVII. So ra:diATE? emit 
rays XVII; spread in all directions from a 
centre xIx. f. radidt-, pp. stem of radidre. 
radia‘TION xvil.-—L. ra-diATOR one or 
that which radiates XIx (in sense ‘apparatus 
for circulating hot water to warm an apart- 
ment’ orig. U.S.). 


radical rz-dik(s)l pert. to the moisture in- 
herent in animals and plants xiv (Trevisa); 
(math., philology, etc.) pert. to a root or 
radix; inherent, fundamental xvI; going 
to the root or origin, thorough xvir (r. 
reform xvii); sb. radical element xvii; 
advocate of ‘radical reform’ XIX (at first a 
term ‘in very bad odour’ “Fhe Times’ 
16 Aug. 1819). —late L. rddicdlis (Augus- 
tine), f. L. rddic-, RADIX; see -AL!. abbrev. 
rad xix (orig. U.S.). Hence ra:dicalisM, 
XIX. 


radicle rze-dikl (bot.) part of the embryo 
which develops into the primary root. XVIII. 
-L. rádicula, dim. of rddic-, RADIX ; see -CLE. 
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radio rerdiou short for radiotelegraphy 
(1904), -telephony (1909); see next. Q Sug- 
gested as the mark of ‘wireless’ telegrams 
under the Radio Convention drawn up at 
Berlin 1906; in foreign langs. the ordinary 
term for ‘wireless’ operations. 


radio- rei:diou, reidio: used as comb. form 
Of RADIUS (i) anat., as radio-carpal pert. to 
radius and carpus, (ii) pert. to X-rays and 
other forms of radiation, as radioactive 
(1898), radio-logy (1900), radio: METER (1875). 


radish re-dif (plant having) fleshy slightly 
pungent root used as a salad. OE. redid 
(ME. redich, radich) - L. rádice-, rádix root 
(see RADIX and cf. RACE?) ; late ME. radish 
(xv), alt. of this perh. by blending with F. 
radis (tradice XVI) ~ It. radice = L. 


radium rei:diom (chem.) metallic element 
emitting rays that penetrate opaque matter, 
discovered by P. Curie, Mme Curie, and G. 
Bémont in 1898. modL., f. L. radius RAY}; 
see -IUM. 


radius rerdios Tstaff of a cross xv1; thicker 
and shorter bone of the forearm; straight 
line drawn from the centre of a circle to the 
circumference XVII; (techn.) rod, bar, ray 
XVIII. = L. radius staff, measuring-rod, 
spoke, ray, radius of a circle, of the arm, 
various pointed objects. 


radix reidiks (chiefly techn.) root, basis. 
xvi. — L. rddix root of a plant; for possible 
cogns. see ROOT!, 


raff ref (dial) abundance, large number 
xiv; rubbish, trash (see RIFF-RAFF) XV; 
common run or ruck xvii. perh. of Scand. 
origin (cf. Sw. rafs rubbish, tagrag). 


raffa ræ'fiə soft fibre of the leaves of the 
palm Raphia. xrx. Also raphia (rei*fia), var. 
of rofia roufia: kind of palm (rofeer xvii1), 
a Malagasy word. 


raffle refl (dial.) game of chance played 
with three dice xiv (Ch.); (f. the vb.) form 
of lottery xvii. — OF. raffle, (also mod.) 
rafle (in medL. raffla), of which traffe, 
Traphe were syns. in the senses ‘throw at dice 
of all three alike’, ‘clean sweep’; of unkn. 
origin. Hence or ~ F. rafler ra'ffle vb. xvii. 


rafflesia ræfli'ziə, -3iə plant of the family 
Cytinaceæ. XIX. modL., f. name of Sir T. 
Stamford Raffles (1781—1826), British gov- 
ernor of Sumatra, who discovered the plant ; 
see -IAŁ. 


raft raft tbeam, spar; structure of planks, 

etc. forming a means of transport over 
water. Xv — ON. raptr rafter rel. to OHG. 
ravo, ON. rdfr, réfr, with Balto-Sl. cogns. ; 
cf. next, 


rafter ra:ftoz beam in a building supporting 
the roof, OE. raefter — OS. rehter, MLG. 
rafter, rachter, rel. to RAFT. 


rag: reg small fragment of textile material 
XIV; remnant, scrap XV; thing (contemp- 


RAIL 


tuously) regarded as such xvi. ME. ragge, 
prob. back-formation on raggeD? re-gid 
shaggy, rough XHI ; of irregular or straggling 
shape xIV; in rags xiv~ON. roggvadr 
tufted (cf. Norw. ragget shaggy); or on 
raggy! regi late OE. racgig ‘setosus’ (cf. 
Sw. raggig shaggy), f. *racg - ON. vogg 
(*raggw-) tuft or strip of fur (cf. Norw., 
Sw. ragg rough hair); of unkn. origin. 


rag’ reg (fpiece or mass of) coarse or rough 
stone XIII (ragghe), Xtv (ragston). Of unkn. 

origin, but assoc. later with prec. 
(sl.) 


rag? ræg (dial. sl.) scold, rate XVIII; 
annoy, esp. in a rough or noisy fashion XIX. 
Also in comp. baily-, BULLYRAG; of unkn. 
origin; Da. dial. rag opportunity for slander, 
grudge, has been compared. 


ragamuflin ræ'gəmafin ill-dressed dis- 
reputable-looking man or boy. xvi. Occurs 
in the form ragamoffyn in PPI. C. xxt 283 as 
the name of a demon, a grandson of Belial; 
dial. syns. are ragabash (xvi), -brash (xvii1); 
perh. based on nac!. 


rage reid3 Tmadness ; violent anger, furious 
passion XIII; violent feeling or desire XIV; 
fervour, enthusiasm, excitement XVI. 
—(O)F. rage — Pr., Sp. rabia, Pg. raiva, 
It. rabbia :- Rom. *rabia, for L. rabiés; see 
RABIES. So rage vb. xin (Cursor M.). 
- (O)F. rager, f. rage. 

raglan ræglən overcoat without shoulder 
seams. XIX. f. name of Fitzroy James Henry 
Somerset, 1st Baron Raglan, British com- 
mander in the Crimean war. 


ragout regi: meat stewed with vegetables. 
XVII. -— EF. ragoüt, f. ragoüter revive the 
taste of, f. ra- (i.e. re- RE- 2, 4-- a-) d goüt 
taste (cf. GUSTO). 


rag-tag raz‘gteg rabble, riff-raff. xix. For 
older fag-rag (xv11), which replaced tag and 
rag (XVI) ; see TAG!. 

raguly rze'gjüli (her.) having short oblique 
projections. XVII. f. RAG! or RAGGY after 
NEBULY. See -Y$. 

ragweed re:gwid xvr, ragwort rae':gwoit 
xv plant of the species Senecio, esp. S. 
Jacobeea. xv. f. RAG!-+ WEED}, WoRT!, the ref. 
being to the ragged form of the leaves. 


raid reid military expedition, orig. on horse- 
back, foray. xv (Wyntoun). Sc. form of 
ROAD, revived by Scott (‘Lay of the Last 
Minstrel’, 1805) and hence generalized, 
with extension of meaning (‘sudden or vigo- 
rous onset or attack’). Hence vb. XIX. 


rail! reil tgarment, mantle OE., early ME.; 
tneckerchief xv; night-rail dressing-gown 
xvI. OE. hreg(e)l = OF ris. (A)reil, OHG. 
(h)regil, of unkn. origin. 

rail? reil bar of wood, etc. fixed in a hori- 
zontal position Xi1I1; hand-rail of a staircase 
XV; bar or continuous line of bars laid for 
wheels to run on (so railroad, railway) XVII. 
ME. reyle, raile — OF. reille iron rod = 
Pr. relha lever, crowbar, Sp. reja lattice = 
L. régula staff, rod, RULE. 
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rail? reil bird of the genus Rallus or family 
Rallidæ. xv. —- Norman-Picard raille (AN. 
radle, OF. raale, mod. râle) = Pr. rascla 
land-rail, Cat. rascla water-rail += Rom. 
*rasc(uMa, perh. of imit. origin. 


rail’? reil utter abusive language. xv. =F. 
railler, Tragler - Pr. ralhar jest, Sp. rajar 
boast, Pg. ralhar scold, It. ragliare bray 
+= Rom. *raguldre, f£. *ragere roar, bray, 
neigh (recorded in a gloss ragit pullus the 
colt neighs), crossing of L. rugire bellow with 
Rom. *bragere BRAY. Cf. RALLY?, 


railery rei'ləri good-humoured ridicule. 
XVII. = F. raillerie, f. railler RALLY?; a var. 
Trallery (xvrr-xvii1) is repr. by the pronunc. 
re‘lari current U.S.A.; see -ERY. 


raiment rermont clothes, apparel. xv 
(Promp. Parv., Malory). Aphetic of array- 
ment (X1V) —- AN. araiement, OF. areement; 
see ARRAY, -MENT, and cf. (dial) ray 
Tarrange, Tdispose, dress (xiv), aphetic of 
ARRAY. 


rain rein condensed vapour of the atmo- 
sphere falling in drops. OE. regn, rén 
= OF ris. rein, OS., OHG. regan (Du., G. 
regen), ON. regn, Goth. rign; CGerm., but 
isolated in IE. (the several words for rain 
are of limited range). So rain vb. OE. 
regnian, also of CGerm. extent; the comps. 
rainbow, -drop, -shower, -water, and rai:-ny! 
are all of OE. age. 


raise reiz set up or upright; build up, 
construct, produce; remove to a higher 
position, elevate x11; levy; end (a siege) 
XIV; to make higher or greater xv. @ First 
recorded from the Ormulum, in which it 
occurs freely in various senses ; ME reise(n) 
— ON. reisa — OE. r&ran REAR!, 


raisin rerzn partial dried grape. (Xxirr.) 
—(O)F. raisin grape = Pr. razin, razim, 
Cat. rahim, Sp. vacimo :- Rom. *racimu-s, for 
L. vacémus cluster of grapes (see RACEME). 
The several OF. types were more or less 
fully repr. in early use (viz. raizin, razin, 
reisin, resin, roisin (on the var. rosin are 
based (M)HG. rosine, Du. rozijn, Da. rosin, 
Sw. russin). Q Was approximately homo- 
phonous with reason till late xvin; the 
pronunc. ri'zn is defended by Webster in 
1828; cf. ‘Reason and raisin . . . are pro- 
nounced alike in the age of George the 
Third, by every person who speaks without 
affectation’, H. J. Pye ‘Comments on the 
Commentators of Shakespeare’ 1807. 


raising-piece wall-plate. xvi (raysyng or 
resun pieces). f. trasen, also reason (XVI); 
OE. ræsn, of unkn. origin. 


raj rad3 sovereignty. xvul.~ Hindird reign. 

raja, rajah ràá:dsá Indian king or prince. 
xvi (Eden's "The Decades of the Newe 
Worlde' 1555). prob. through Pg. raja - 
Hindi ràajà :—- Skr. rájan, cogn. with L. rég-, 
réx, Olr. ri, rig king (see RICH). 





RAMEKIN 


rake! reik implement consisting of a comb- 
like cross-bar fitted to a long handle. OE. 
raca m., racu fem. = MLG., MDu. rake 
(Du. raak), rel. to Goth. uf|rakjan stretch 
out, and by gradation to MLG., MDu. réke 
(Du. reek), OHG. rehho (G. rechen), ON. 
reka, and OHG. rehhan, Goth. rikan heap 
up; Germ. *rak- *rek- =~ IE. *rog- *reg- 
move in a straight line, stretch, repr. also 
by RIGHT. So vb. xiii. — ON. raka scrape, 
shave, rake ; also f. the sb. 


rake? reik (naut.) projection of hull at stem 
and stern beyond the keel line. xvii (Capt. 
Smith). f. rake vb. (xvii, Capt. Smith) have 
a rake, incline from the perpendicular; 
prob. rel. to G. ragen project (whence Sw. 
raka, Da. vage), of unkn. origin. Hence 
ra:kisH! having a smart appearance like a 
fast-saiing ship xix (W. Irving); partly 
assoc. with next. 

rake? reik man of dissipated or loose habits. 
xvii. Clipped form of rakel (xvu; dial), 
var. of arch. rakehell reitkhel xvı ‘suche a 
feloe as a manne should rake helle for’ 
(Udall, ‘Apophthegms of Erasmus’ 116b, 
1542), f. RAKE!H- HELL. Cf. QUACK?, SAP, 
WwAG?, Hence ra:kisH!. XVIII. 


raki rz'ki, raki: aromatic liquor made from 
grain spirit, etc. XVII. — Turk. rdgi (whence 
modGr. rhaké brandy spirits). 


rallentando rzelonte:ndou (mus.) direction 
for reducing the tempo. xIx. It., prp. of 
rallentare, {. re- RE- 7+ al- AD-+ lento slow. 


rally? ræ'li reassemble, revive xvi; also 
intr. XVII. —F. rallier, £. re- nE--- allier 
ALLY. Hence rally sb. xvir. 


rally? reli treat with good-humoured 
ridicule. xvii (in early use also railly). 
— F. railler RA1L*. Cf. RAILLERY. 

ram rem male sheep; battering-ram (after 
L. aries; see ARIES) OE.; weight of a pile- 
driving machine xv. OE. ram(m), corr. to 
Fris. ram, room, (M)LG., (M)Du. ram, 
OHG., MHG. ram ram (G. ramme rammer), 
perh. rel. to ON. ram(m)r strong. Hence 
ram vb. xiv (cf. MHG. rammen), whence 
ra:mmn! xv. 


ramadan remoeda‘n ninth month (30 days’ 
fast) of the Mohammedan year (supposed 


orig. to have been a hot month). xvi. 
= Arab. ramadàán (hence Turk., Pers. 
ramazan), f. ramada be hot. 

ramble re-mbl wander about.  xvir. 


prob. - MDou. rammelen (of cats, rabbits, 
etc.) be excited by sexual desire and wander 
about, frequent. f. rammen copulate with, 
cover, corr. to OHG. rammalón (G. ram- 
meln); ult. f. ram RAM; see -LE?. Hence 
fra:mble sb. xvir. Q The earlier synon. 
tromble (xiv), f. rome ROAM, appears to be 
unconnected. 


ramekin, ramequin rze-mokin cheese with 
breadcrumbs, etc. baked. xvir. = F. rame- 
quin, of Germ. origin; cf. Flem, trameken 
toasted bread. 
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ramify ræ'mifai form branches, branch 
out. XVI. -(OJ)F. ramifier - medL. rámi- 
ficáre, f. L. vámus branch ; see RADIX and -rv. 
So ra:mificA: TION. Xvir. — F. 


ramillie re-mili wig with long plait and a 
bow at top and bottom. xviii. f. Ramillies 
town in Belgium, the scene of the Duke of 
Marlborough’s victory in 1706. 


rancid rze'nsid having a rank taste or smell. 


xvii (Sir IT. Browne) - L. rancidus, f. 
*rancére (in prp. rancéns) be putrid ; see -1D!. 


rancour, U.S. rancor raz'nkoi bitter ill- 


feeling, malignant spitefulness. xiv. - OF. 
rancour (mod. rancæur) = Pr. rancor, rencor, 
OSp., Pg. rancor, Sp. rencor :- late L. ranco- 
rem, nom. rancor rankness, (in Vulg.) bitter 
grudge, f. *rancére; see prec., -OUR?. 


ramoon romü:n tops and leaves of West 
Indian 'lTrophis americana used as fodder. 
XVII. — Sp. ramon, f. ramo branch :- L. 
ramus; cf. RAMIFY and see -OON. 


rand rend (dial.) border, margin OE.; 
(dial.) strip, long slice xiv; strip of leather 
used in the sole of a boot or shoe xvt. OE. 


ramose rimous branching. xvu (H rand brink, bank, shield-boss, shield, corr. 


More). - L. ràmosus, f. rümus; see prec., 
-OSE. So earlier ramus ret mos. XVI 
(Leigh). 


ramp! remp rear or stand on the hind legs 
(threateningly) x111 (Cursor M.); rage vio- 
lently xiv (Ch.); (dial.) climb, scramble xv1. 
— (O)F. ramper creep, crawl (a sense rarely 
repr. in Eng.), climb = It. rampare. So 
rampaANT ræ'mpənt standing with fore- 
paws in the air XIV, spec. in her. xv; violent 
and unrestrained xvir. -= (O)F. rampant, 
prp. of ramper. 


ramp? remp inclined plane. xviu. -F. 
rampe, f. ramper RAMP!. 


rampage  rzempeLrds; behave violently 
XVI; push about excitedly xIx. orig. Sc., 
of unkn. origin; poss. based on RAMP!. 


rampart ræ'mpäit mound of earth raised 
for the defence of a place. xvi. = F. rempart, 
Trampart, alt. (by assoc. with boulevart 
BOULEVARD) of tremper, tramper, f. remparer 
fortify, f. re- RE- 7 -l- emparer take possession 
of- Pr. amparar = Rom. *anteparare put in 
position before another, f. ante ANTE-+ 
parãre PREPARE. Adopted earlier in the 
forms trampar, trampere, Țt-ier, later t-ire. 


rampion ræ'mpiən species of bell flower, 
Campanula Rapunculus. xvi. f. some var. 
of the Rom. forms derived from medL. 
rapuncium, rapontium (It. raperonzo, F. 
raiponce, Sp. reponcha; cf. G. rapunzel), 
presumably f. L. rápum RAPE*. 


rams  remz (dial) wild garlic. OE. 
hramsa, hramse — MLG. ramese (whence 
G., Da., Sw. rams), rel. to Lith. kermùšė, 
Russ. cheremshá, Olr. crem (Ir., Gael. 
creamh, W. craf) wild garlic, Gr. krómuon 
onion. So ra‘msen OE. hramsan, pl. of 
hramsa, -e, in later use taken as a sg. with 
pl. ramsons. 


ramshackle ræ'mfækl loose and shaky, 
rickety. xIx. Later form of ra:‘mshackled 
XVII, orig. pp. of trans(h)ackle ransack, 
f. RANSACK~++ -LE®, 


ranch ràn'| hut or house in the country; 
cattle-breeding establishment. xix. — Sp. 
rancho (also used in Eng.) mess on board 
ship, soldiers! quarters, (in S. America) hut 
for herdsmen, etc. 


random 


rank? 


to OFris. rond, OS. rand ‘umbo’ (Du. 
rand edge, ridge, as in Witwatersrand, S. 
Africa), OHG. rant (G. rand), ON. rond 
edge, rim of a shield :- CGerm. (exc. 
Gothic) *randa (whence Pr. randa end, Sp. 
randa lace-edging, It. randa), f. *ram- *rem-, 
whence also OHG. ramft (G. ranft edge, 
border, crust), OE. rima RIM. 


randan rændæ'n style of rowing (or boat) 


in which the middle of three rowers pulls 
a pair of sculls, the others an oar each. XIX 
(1828). prob. transf. use of randem style 
of driving in which three horses are har- 
nessed tandem (randem-tandem c.1805, 
jingling formation on TANDEM); but the 
stress is then difficult to account for. 


re'ndem  Timpetuosity, great 
speed or violence (phr. o or in r., with (a) 
great r.) XIV; at (the) r., orig. in hawking 
and the tournament XV; at r., at great 
speed, (hence) at haphazard,without purpose 
xvi; full range of a piece of ordnance, 
elevation of a gun Xvi; adj. xvi (e.g. 
random shot). ME. rand(o)un — OF. randon 
(phr. de and a grant r., en un r.) = Pr, (a 
and de) randon (whence Sp. de rondon, Pg. 
de rondão suddenly, abruptly), rel. to OF. 
randir run impetuously, gallop, f. Germ. 
*randa RAND; taken to be orig. a soldier’s 
phr., lit. ‘with the shield’. For the dis- 
similation of n . . n ton . . 3 cf. RANSOM. 


ranee rani Hindu queen. xvii - Hindi 


ràni = Skr. vàjni, fem. of rãjan RAJAH. 


range reind3 A. trank, file x11 (Cursor M.); 


row, line, series Xvi; B. moving about over 
an area; area itself xv; extent over which a 
missile ranges XVI; scope XVII. C. form of 
fire-grate or cooking apparatus xv. — OF. 
range row, rank, file, f. ranger (f. rang RANK), 
whence range vb. place in a line, ARRANGE, 
dispose XIV, take up a position, extend XVI, 
move over a certain area XVI. Hence 
ra:ngER! (arch.) gamekeeper xv (cf. AL. 
rangeator, rangiarius XIV); wanderer XVI; 
(esp. U.S.) pl. body of mounted troops xviii. 


rank! renk row, line; grade of station or 


dignity, xvi. ~ OF. ranc, var. of renc (now 
rang) == Pr. renc — Germ. *xreygaz RING?. 


renk A. fproud, rebellious OE.; 
Tstout and strong x11; tswift, violent XIII; 
B. tfull-grown OE.; vigorous or luxuriant 
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of growth; coarsely luxuriant XIII; grossly 
rich or fertile; gross, coarse in manner XIV; 
of offensively strong smell; absolute, down- 
right xvi. OE. ranc proud, stout, valiant, 
showy in dress = (M)LG. rank long and 
thin, ON. rakkr erect, f. Germ. *ragkaz ; 
further relations and the primitive sense and 
later development of meaning are uncertain. 


rankle ræ'gkl fester (now only fig.) xiv; 
fret, chafe (as, or as witb, a sore) xvi. - OF. 
rancler, vaoncler (cf. medL.  rancláre, 
ranquilláre), var. of draoncler (mod. dial. 
drancler), f. rancle, raoncle, var. of draoncle 
ulcer, festering sore- medL.  dranculus, 
for L. dracunculus, dim. of dracó serpent, 
DRAGON. 


ransack  re'nsek  Tsearch (a person); 
search (a place), examine thoroughly x111; 
search (a place) with intent to rob, plunder 
XIV. ~ON. rannsaka search for stolen 
goods, f. rann house (= OE. ern; cf. BARN) 
+-saka, rel. by gradation to s@kja SEEK. 
The earliest exx. are from northern and 
eastern texts; used by Ch. and Gower, and 
in PPI. 


ransom re-nsam procuring the release of 
a prisoner by a payment, sum so paid. XIII 
(AncrR.). ME. rans(o)un - OF. ransoun, 
raengon (mod. rangon) = Pr. rezemson :- L. 
redemptioó(n-) REDEMPTION. So ra-nsom vb. 
xui (Cursor M.)- OF. ransouner (mod. 
rançonner); for the dissimilation of n . . n to 
n.. m cf. RANDOM. 


rant rent Tbe uproariously merry ; declaim 

in an extravagant manner. xvi (Sh.). 
~ Du. franten talk foolishly, rave, also 
Tranden, whence Trand (xvu, B. Jonson). 
Hence rant sb. high-flown declamation ; 
(dial.) boisterous merrymaking. XVII. 


ranunculus rona:pkjülos crowfoot, butter- 
cup. XVI. — L. rānunculus little frog, tad- 
pole, medicinal plant (perh. crowfoot}, dim. 
of rdna frog, after Gr. Batpdyov, dim. of 
Barpaxos frog. 

rap! rep strike or knock smartly. xiv. prob. 
imit.; perh. of Scand. origin: cf. Sw. rappa 
beat, drub, and clap, flap, slap, tap. So rap 
sb. XIV; cf. Sw. rapp, Da. rap. 


rap? rep counterfeit coin current in Ireland 

XVIII (Swift); type of the smallest coin, 
(hence) least bit xix. Shortening of Ir. 
ropaire. 


rapacious rəpeifəs given to grasping. 
xvi (Jer. Taylor) f. L. rapaáci-, rapax, 
f. rapere snatch ; see RAPE’, -10US. Sorapa- 
CITY repz:siti xvi (Bacon). -= F. or L. 


rape! reip any of the six admınistrative 
districts of the county of Sussex, England. 
XI (rap, Domesday Book; taken up by legal 
and antiquarian writers from xvi). Iden- 
tical with OE. rdp Rope (the var. rope is 
found occas. XIV), the reference being to the 
fencing-off of land with a rope (cf. ‘Illam 
terram suis fidelibus funiculo [with a rope] 
divisit’, Dudo of St. Quentin, in Migne's 


RARE 


Patrologia Latina cxli 652); cf. the similarly 
used cogn. OHG., MHG. reif. 


rape? reip turnip; Brassica producing oil- 
seed. xiv. -—L. rdpum, rdpa turnip, ob- 
scurely rel. to Gr. rhdpus, rhdphus turnip, 
rhdéphanos, rhaphdné radish, OSI. répa, Russ. 
répa, Lith. répé, OHG. ruoba turnip. 


rape? reip take by force x1v; ravish (a woman) 
XVI. = AN. raper — L. rapere seize, snatch, 
take by force (cf. RAPTURE). So rape sb. 
tviolent seizure, robbery; carrying away 
of a person by force xiv; violation of a 
woman xv. — ÀN. ra(a)p, rape rape of a 
woman (Britton), f. the vb. 


rapid rz‘pid moving with great speed xvii; 
acting or happening quickly xvii. = L. 
rapidus lit. carrying along or away, f. rapere 
seize, carry off quickly or violently; see 
RAPTURE, -ID'. So rapidiry roapi‘diti. xvit. 
- F. or L. 


rapier rerpior kind of sword. xvi. prob. 
- Du. rapier or LG. rappir (cf. Sc. trapper) 
~F. rapiére, orig. espee rapiere (1474) 
‘rapier sword’, of unkn. origin. 


rapine ra‘pain seizing and taking away by 
force. xv. —(O)F. rapine or L. rapina, f. 
rapere seize; see RAPE?, -INE*, 


rapparee rzpori: Irish pikeman or irregular 
soldier. xvir. - Ir. rapaire, pl. rapairidhe 
(-i-ja) short pike. 

rappee repi: coarse snuff, orig. produced 
by rasping a piece of tobacco. xvi. ~ F. 
(tabac) râpé, pp. of rdper RASP. 

rapport repd-it, || rapdr > report xvi (rare); 
relationship, connexion xvii. F., f. rap- 
porter, f. re- RE- 7-++-apporter bring = L. ap- 
portáre, f. ad- AP- -- portáre carry (see PORT?). 


rapprochement rapro:[má establishment 
of harmonious relations. xIx. F., f. rap- 
procher, f. re- RE- 7 + approcher APPROACH; 
see -MENT. 


rapscallion ræpskæ'liən rascal, vagabond. 
xvi. Later form of rascalhon (xvii), f. 
RASCAL, after drampallion (xvi) rufhan, 
scoundrel, or later MDu. rappailie rabble; 
cf. for the ending TATTERDEMAL(L)ION. 


rapt rept taken and carried up to heaven, 
etc. XIV; carried away by force; carried 
away in spirit XV; transported with emotion, 
plunged zz thought xv1. — L. raptus, pp. of 
rapere seize, rel. to Lith. aprepiu take by 
force; cf. RAPE’, RAPID. So rapture rz-ptfor 
Tcarrying off, violent seizure, rape; trans- 
port of mind, ecstatic state; rhapsody 
XVII. —medL. raptira seizure, ecstasy, f. 
rapt-, pp. stem of rapere. 


rare! rear fnot thick or closely set; few and 
widely separated; of unusual merit xv; 
uncommon xvi. —L. rdrus. Cf. F. rare 
(xvi) So ra-rérv. xiv (Trevisa). - (O)F. 
raréfier or medL. rarificáre, extension of L. 
ràüréfacere. rariTY reo'riti. XVI. — F. rareté, 
trarité, or L. rdritds. Also trari-ety (xvI), 
after variety. 
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rare’ rear underdone. xvu. Later form of 


rear, OE. hrér, of unkn. origin. 


rarebit reo:1bit 3n. Welsh rarebit (Brr)), ety- 
mol. alt. of W. rabbit. XVIII 


raree-show reo-rifou peep-show. XVII. 
prob. Savoyard's pronunc. of rare show ; cf. 
* Raree shew men, poor savoyards who sub- 
sist by shewing the magic lanthorn and 
marmots about London', Grose. The G. 
name is raritdtenkasten ‘box of rareties’. 


rascal ra‘skol frabble; tyoung or inferior 
deer of a herd xiv; fone of the rabble, man 
of low station xv; low or unprincipled 
fellow xvi. — OF. rascaille (mod. racaille), 
prob. f. ONF. *rasque = OF. rasche, Pr. 
rasca scab, scurf :- Rom. *rásica, f. *rásicáre 
(cf. OF. raschier, Pr., Sp. rascar, Sp., Pg. 
rasgar scratch), f. rãs-, pp. stem of L. rādere 
scrape, scratch, shave. As adj. xv. Hence 
ra:scalLvy!'. xvi (Sh., Jonson). 


rase reiz Tscratch, slit, slash; scrape xIv; 
level with the ground, RAzE xvi. - (O)F. 
raser shave close = Pr., Sp. rasar, It. 
rasare t- Rom. *rasáre (AL. xii), f. vàs-; 
see prec. Cf. ERASE. 


rash! ref (dial.) active, brisk xiv; hasty or 
impetuous in action or behaviour xvi. OE. 
*yesé = (M)Du. rasch, OHG. rase (G. 
rasch), ON. roskr doughty, brave :- Germ. 
*raskuz, perh. for *rafpskuz, f. *rap- 
RATHE; the existence of the word in OE. 
may be inferred with probability from the 
occurrence of ræsć storm, līget|ræsé light- 
ning, ræsćan quiver, flash. 


rash? rzf superficial eruption of the skin. 

XVIII. corr. in form to OF. ra(s)che skin 
eruption = It. raschia itch, but the late 
emergence of the word is against direct 
connexion. 


rasher rez‘faz slice of bacon or ham (to be) 
cooked by boiling or frying. xvi (Nashe). 
Of unkn. origin; the suggestion of a thing 
‘rashly or hastily roasted’ (Minsheu, 1627) 
is not convincing. 


raskolnik resko-JInik dissenter from the 
Russian church. xvin. - Russ. raskól nik, 
f. rashól split, schism. 


rasp rasp coarse file. xvi. —- OF. vaspe 
(mod. rápe; cf. RAPPEE), f. rasper scratch, 
scrape = Pr., Sp. raspar, It. raspare :— 
Rom. *raspàare (cf. medL. raspátorium rasp) 
—WGerm. (—OHQG.)raspónscrape together, 
of doubtful origin. So rasp vb. scrape 
as with a rasp XIV ; make a grating noise XIX. 
In ME. — OF. rasper; later f. the sb. 


raspberry ra-zbari (fruit of) plant of the 
genus Rubus. xvit (ras-, resberry). f. synon. 
rasp (xvi), shortened form of Traspis (xvr), 
traspes, Trespis, which was used as coll. pl. 
or as sg. (cf. AL. raspeium xri); it is of unkn. 
origin, but is identical in form with traspis 
(xv-xv1) a kind of wine. See BERRY. 


rat! ret rodent of some of the larger species 
of the genus Mus. OE. rat, reinforced in 
late ME. from (O)F. rat = Pr. rat, Sp. rata, 
Pg. rato, -a, It. ratto :- Rom. *rattus, 
whence (with variations of cons. and vowel) 
OS. ratta (MLG. rotte, MDu. ratte, Du. 
rat, rot), OHG. ratta fem., rato m. (MHG. 
ratte, rat, G. ratte fem.), Sw. råtta, Da. 
rotte, and OHG. ratza (MHG., G. ratz m., 
ratze fem.); ult. origin unkn. and historical 
details uncertain. In ME. raton (mod. dial. 
ratton, ratten) was the more frequent word. 
— OF. raton (f. rat with augm. suffix); vars. 
with o, rottan, -en, occur from XvI and 
survive dial. 


rat? ræt (mild imprecation) XVII. repr. 
affected pronunc. of ROT vb. Cf. DRAT. 


rata rā'tə large forest tree of New Zealand. 
XIX. Maori. 


ratafia rztofi'o cordial flavoured with fruits 
or their kernels. xvii. — F. ratafia (Boileau), 
prob. of Creole origin and rel. to tafia rum. 


rataplan rztople-n tattoo, rub-a-dub. xix. 
- F. rataplan, of imit. origin. 


rat-a-tat rætətæt sharp rapping sound 
repeated. XVII. imit. So rat-ta't. XVIII. 


ratchet rz-tfit set of teeth on the edge of 
a wheel, etc. in which a cog, etc. may catch. 
XVII (rochet). = F. rochet (in OF.) blunt 
lance-head, (later) bobbin, spooi, ratchet 
(wheel), corr. to or partly — It. rocchetto 
spool, ratchet, dim. f. Rom. *rokk-; see 
rock’, Later assim. to synon. ratch (xviii) 
distaff, which may depend upon G. ratsche. 


rate! reit A. testimated quantity or worth 
XV; T price xvr; B. quantity in relation to 
another, value of one thing in respect of that 
of another xv; fixed relative charge xvi; 
degree of speed xvir; relative amount of 
variation XIX; C. Tstandard, measure xv; 
class (as of ships) xvir. — OF. rate - medL. 
rata (evolved from phr. pro ratd, short 
for pro rata parte or portidne according to 
an estimated or fixed part, proportionally), 
fem. of ratus (see RATIFY). Hence rate vb. 
t+fix the amount of, allot xv; estimate, 
reckon, assess XVI. 


rate? reit chide angrily. xiv (Ch.). Also 
Tarate (PPL), of which rate may be an 
aphetic form ; the significance of the occas. 
vars. trehete (xv), trahate (xv1) is obscure; 
perh. to be referred to OF. (a)reter (of 
which a var. aratter occurs) accuse, blame = 
Pr. reptar, OSp. rebtar, reutar blame, 
challenge $- L.. reputáre REPUTE.- 


ratel rei:tal S. African carnivore, Mellivora 
capensis. XVIII. — Afrikaans ratel, of unkn. 
origin. 

rath rap fortress. xvi. = Ir. ráth (now pro- 
nounced ra) = Gael. trdth, Gaul. (acc.) 
ratin, -rdtum in place-names (e.g. Argento- 
ratum, Strasbourg). 


[740] 


RATHE 


rathe reid, rath rap (arch. and dial.) 
quick, eager OE. ; early x11r (in compar.), Xv. 
OE. hrzp, var. of hred (ME. and dial. rad) 
= OHG. (A)rad, ON. hraóür, Goth. *raps :- 
Germ. *yrapaz, cogn. with Lith. api|kratai 
swift, krecià, krataii, Mir. crothaim Y shake. 
'The form rathe is from OE. obl. cases. So 
rathe adv. Tquickly, soon OE.; early xiv 
(now arch. and dial. ; comp. rathe-ripe xvi). 
OE. hrape, hrepe — MLG. rade, OHG. 
(h)rado, Cf. RASH}, 


rather rà:óo1 Tmore quickly, (dial.) earlier, 
sooner; the more readily, the more OE.; 
more properly; somewhat xvr. OE. hrapor 
(= Goth. rapizo), compar. of hræþe RATHE 
adv. : see -ER?. The pronunc. rei-d01, which 
shows normal development of ME. ă in an 
open syll., is now only dial., as are also pro- 
nuncs. with æ, a; cf. father, gather, lather. 


ratify rz‘tifai make valid by consent or 
formal sanction. xIV. -(O)F. ratifier- 
medL. ratificáre, f. L. ratus fixed, estab- 
lished, pp. of réri reckon, think ; see RATE!, 
-FY. Sora:tirICA: TION. XV - (O)F. - medL. 


ratio reríiou relation of one quantity to 

another XVII; tration xvin. -L. rato, f. 
rat-, pp. stem of réri reckon, think; cf. 
RATION and REASON. 


ratiocination ra‘fiousinei‘fan process of 


reasoning. XVI. -L. ratiócimütió(n-), f. 
ratiócinári calculate, deliberate, f. ratio 
REASON; see -ATION. So ratio: cinaATE?, 
ratio'cinATIVE. XVII; cf. F. ratiociner, 
-cinatif. 


ration rz'[on, (formerly) rei: [on allowance 
of victuals or provisions. xvi. In naval 
and military use ~ F. ration = It. azione or 
Sp. ración (cf. medL. ratio soldier’s ration, 
in reference to Spain, xiir in Du Cange) ~ 
L. ratié(n-) reckoning, computation, sum or 
number (for other senses see REASON). 
q Earliest obs. uses in the senses ‘reasoning’, 
‘ratio’ (XVI-XIX) were immed. from L. 


rational ræ'fənol endowed with reason XIV 
(Trevisa); based on or pert. to reason XVI; 
(math.) xvi (Billingsley); agreeable to 
reason, reasonable xvir. — L. ratiónális, f. 
ratid REASON; see -ALl. Cf. F. rational, 
mod. vationnel) So rationale rez[onei-li 
reasoned exposition; rational basis. XVII. 
— modL. ratiónále, sb. use of n. of rationális. 
ra:tionalism. xix; after F. rationalisme 
(1803), G. rationalismus. ra-tionalisr. xvi1; 
after F. rationaliste (xvi). ra‘tionalize. 
xIX (Coleridge). 


ratlin(e), -ling rz-tlin, -lin (naut.) thin line 
or rope xv; pl. small lines fastened hori- 
zontally on the shrouds xvir. Early forms 
ratlin, raddelyne, radelyng, of unkn. origin. 


rattan rətæ'n species of Calamus, stem of 
this, switch or stick made therefrom. xvii. 
var. of earlier rot(t)ang — Malay rótan, prob. 
f. rdut pare, trim, strip. 


rat-tat(=tat) see RAT-A-TAT. 


RAVIN 


ratteen rétin thick twilled woollen fabric. 
XVII. — F. ratine, of unkn. origin. 


rattle rex-tl give out a rapid succession of 
short sharp sounds XIV; various transf. uses 
from xvi. prob.-(M)LG., MDu. ratelen 
= MHG, razzeln (G. rasseln), of imit. 
origin. Hence rattle sb. rattling sound; 
instrument for making a rattling noise; 
plant having a seed-pod that rattles xvt ; cf. 
LG., Du. rattel, G. rassel. OE. hratele, 
hratele plant-name (‘bubonica’, ‘hiero- 
botanicum’) appears to have no historical 
connexion; but ratile-bag child’s toy (xvi), 
which occurs as a surname in Ratellebagge 
(‘Rotuli Hundredorum’ 1273), may be orig. 
a comp. of the OE. word (perh. ‘rattling 
seed-pod’). 


ratty re-‘ti pert. to, infested with, rats; 
miserable, wretched (like a drowning rat ?); 
irritated. XIX. f. RAT sb.-- -!. 


raucous r5'kos hoarse and barsh. xvin. 
f. L. raucus 7- *ravicus, f. ravus hoarse, 
vavis hoarseness; see -oUS. So rau‘cITY 
rō'siti. XVII = F. or L. raucitãs. 


ravage ræ'vidg devastation. XVII. — (O)F. 
ravage, alt., by substitution of -AGE, of 
ravine RAVINE, both being used in the sense 
‘rush of water’. So ra'vage vb. xXvIt. 
— F. ravager, f. ravage. 


rave reiv Tbe mad, (hence) talk wildly. 
xiv (Ch., Gower). prob. - ONF. raver, rel. 
obscurely to (M)LG. reven be senseless, 
rave, Du. travelen, ravotten. 


ravel rez‘vl (dial.) entangle, become en- 
tangled xvi; unravel xvu. poss. — Du. 
ravelen tangle, fray out, unweave, corr. 
obscurely to LG. reffeln, rebbeln. 


ravelin re-valin (fortif.) outwork of two 

faces forming a salient angle. xvi. —-F. 
ravelin ~ It. Travellino, (now) rivellino — 
Sp. rebellin, Pg. revelim, of unkn. origin. 


raven! reirvn large black bird with raucous 

voice, Corbus corax. OE. hrefn = OS. naht| 
hraban ‘nocticorax’, MLG., MDu. rdven 
(Du. raaf) OHG. (Araban, ON. hrafn, 
beside MDu. rave, OHG. rabo (G. rabe) 
:- Germ. *yrabnaz, *xraban; belongs to 
a group of imit. words: L. corvus raven 
Gr. kérax raven, koréné crow, Ir. crt 
raven, Skr. kdravas crow (‘that says ka’), 
Pol. kruk raven, Lith. kraiikia croaks, Lith. 
§drka, Russ. sordka magpie. 


raven? ræ'vn Ttake by force, divide as 
spoil xv ; devour voraciously (alsointr.). XVI. 
— (O)F. raviner rush, ravage, (now) hollow 
out, furrow :- Rom. *rapinare, f£. L. rapina 
RAPINE. So ra:venEgR?. xiv — OF. ravineor 
:L. rapindtórem, -átor; ra: venous - OF. 
ravineux, f. the vb. 


ravin ræ'vin, raven? ræ'vn (arch.) rapine; 


voracity; spoil, prey. xıv. —(O)F. ravine 
t= L. rapina RAPINE. 
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ravine ravi'n tviolence, violent rush (rare) 
xv; deep narrow gorge, mountain cleft XIX. 
— (Q)EF. ravine in mod. sense XVII, (formerly) 
violent rush, impetuosity, fall (of earth), 
torrent (of water), corr. to Pr. rabina im- 
petuosity, ardour :- L. rapina RAPINE, in 
Rom. (by assoc. with rapidus RAPID) im- 
petuous or violent action. 


ravish ræ'vif seize and carry off (a person), 
remove from sight xiir (Cursor M.); trans- 
port with strong feeling XIV. — raviss-, 
lengthened stem of (O)F. ravir =: It. rapire, 
Rum. rdpi:- Rom. *vapzre, for L. rapere 
seize; see RAPE?, -ISH?, 


raw ro uncooked OE.; in a natural or un- 
wrought state; crude XIV; inexperienced 
XVI. OE. hréaw = OS. hrdo (MDu. raeu, 
rou, ro, Du. rauw), OHG. (A)rdo, rau-, rou-, 
rü (G. roh), ON. hrár :- CGerm. (exc. Gothic) 
*yrawaz:— IE. *krowos, f. a base repr. also 
by Olr. cri, Lith. kratijjas, OS). kritvi blood, 
Gr. kréas, Skt. kravis raw flesh. 


ray! rei line of light xIV; various techn. 
senses from xvii. — (O)F. ra; — Pr. vai, Sp. 
rayo, It. raggio i= L. radiu-s; see RADIUS. 


ray? rei edible sea-fish allied to the shark 
(famiy Raiide). xiv. — (O)F. raie = Sp. 
raya, It. (prop. Venetian) razza :—- L. raia 
(Pliny). 


raze reiz scratch, graze; Tscrape out, 
erase; sweep away, efface. XVI. var. sp. of 
RASE. 


razor reirzoi instrument for shaving. XIII. 
ME. raso(u)r — OF. vasor, -our (superseded 
by rasoir :- Rom. *rasórium), f. raser RASE; 
see -OR}; the sp. razor dates from XVI. 

razzia ræ'ziə hostile incursion, raid. XIX. 
=- F. razzia — Algerian Arab. ghdziah, var. 
of Arab. ghazwah, ghazáh military expedi- 
tion, f. ghasw war. 


razzie-dazzle re-zidzzl riotous jollity. xix. 
Of U.S. origin; jingling formation on 
DAZZLE. 


re! rei (mus.) second note of a hexachord 
or of the octave in solmization. XIV. See 
GAMUT. 


re? ri in the matter of, concerning. XVIII 
(Hearne). abl. of L. res thing, affair. Also 
in re. 


re- (unstressed, mostly) ri, (emph. or with 
stress, esp. with the sense ‘again’) ri, (with 
main or secondary stress, as in recipe, 
recognize, record, redolent, reference, register, 
renovate, resolute, revolution) re; repr. L. re-, 
(before a vowel in the classical period) red- 
(e.g. redimere REDEEM, redolére, redunddre 
REDOUND) surviving in the doubled cons. of 
reddere RENDER, religió RELIGION, etc. ; prefix 
restricted to the Italic group, having the 
general sense of ‘back’ or ‘again’, occurring 
in many Eng. words of L. or Rom. origin 
(cf. F. re-, ré-, Sp., Pg. re-, It. ri-), or of 
Eng. formations freely modelled on these. 
From the L. was derived an adj. *recos, 


repr. in reciprocus RECIPROCAL, and an adv. 
reiró backwards, RETRO-. In combination 
with a- the prefix is disguised in rally, ram- 
part, and ransom, and in the non-naturalized 
rallentando, rapport, rapprochement. The 
meanings of the L. prefix, which are all 
repr. in Eng., are: (1) backwards from a 
point reached or to the starting-point, e.g. 
recédere RECEDE, redire return, respicere look 
back (see RESPECT), revocdre REVOKE; pass- 
ing sometimes into ‘away’, e.g. removére 
REMOVE; (2) back to an earlier state or over 
to another condition, e.g. reficere re-do, re- 
make (see REFECTION), renovdre RENOVATE, 
repónere REPOSE, restituere (see RESTITUTION), 
resi nere RESUME ; (3) back in a place, from 
going forward, e.g. refrénáre REFRAIN!, re- 
manére REMAIN. retinére RETAIN, residére RE- 
SIDE, restáre REST?; (4) again, in return, in 
repetition or reiteration (the most frequent 
use in new formations, and sometimes 
doubled or trebled to express further repeti- 
tion); (5) in a contrary direction, so that 
what has been done is annulled or destroyed 
(= uN-?) e.g. recingere ungird, reclüdere 
unclose (for later use see RECLUSE), renun- 
tidre RENOUNCE, reprobare REPROVE, resignáre 
RESIGN, revélàre unveil, REVEAL; (6) in oppo- 
sition or conflict, e.g. rebellis REBEL, recri- 
mindri RECRIMINATE, recusdre refuse (cf. 
RECUSANT); (7) 1n response to a stimulus, 
with intensive force, e.g. redolére (see REDO- 
LENT), requirere REQUIRE, resolvere RESOLVE, 
Rom. *resentire RESENT, *resimuldre RE- 
SEMBLE, F. redouter (cf. REDOUBTABLE). 

Words containing the prefix occur as early 
as c.1200, are prominent in AncrR. and 
RGlouc., and become more frequent in Ch., 
PPI., Trev., Wyclif; it became an Eng. pre- 
fix in XVI, formations on native words being 
modelled to some extent on foreign comps., 
as recall on L. revocdre, recast after F. 
refondre, renew on L. renovare. There are 
double forms with different meanings (with 
or without hyphen) arising from the coining 
of new formations from els. identical with 
those of already existing ones, e.g. re-cover 
(cover again) beside REcoveR. The hyphen 
in general is used when a re-compound is 
coupled with the simplex, as bind and re- 
bind, and when the simplex begins with e, 
as re-enter, which in U.S.A. usage is often 
re-énter. 


reach! ritj stretch ouf, extend (in various 
lit and fig. uses). OE. ræćan (pt. réhte, 
rahte), also ger&éían — OFris. réka, réts(i)a, 
MLG., (M)Du. reiken, OHG. (G.) reichen 
= WGerm. *raikjan, with which Lith. 
raidytis stretch has been connected. The 
typical ME. forms of pt. and pp. were 
rau(g)hte, rau(g)ht rót; the new reched 
appeared c.1400, later reached XVI. comp. 
reach-me-dozun ready-made or secondhand 
(garment); pl. trousers. xIx (Thackeray). f. 
customer’s request, reach me down (a gar- 
ment from a peg or shelf). Hence reach 
sb. continuous stretch, as of a waterway XIII 
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(in place-names); act or extent of reaching 
XVI. 


reach? rit[ Tspit, hawk OE. ; make efforts to 

vomit (see RETCH). xvi. OE. hræćan = 
ON. hrekja spit, f. Germ. *yraik-, repr. 
also by OE. hrdca, ON. hréki spittle; of 
imit. origin (cf. OE. hroh phlegm, hrohian 
hawk, clear the throat, dial. rough). 


gereite, parallel to OE. gerdd straight, wise, 
prudent, -conditioned, MLG. geréd, MHG. 
gereit ready, ON. reid7, greid'r ready (whence 
ME. tgraith, dial. gradely), Goth. garaips 
arranged: f. Germ. *raid- prepare, arrange; 
connexion with RIDE has been conjectured, 
the basic meaning ‘prepared for a journey’ 
being supposed. 


real! rial (orig. leg.) pert. to things (as dist. 


react rig'kt act in turn or in response to a 
stimulus XVII; move or tend in a reverse 
direction XIX. f. RE- 5, 7 d- ACT vb., after F. 
réagir or late L. reagere. So rea-CTION 
xviII (Florio, rendering It. reazione), prob. 
after F. réaction (XVI; in political sense 
xvii, whence rea:ctionany XIX; partly 
after F. réactionnaire (XVII in political 
sense), FeAGENT riei'd3ant (chem.) sub- 
stance employed to detect the presence of 
another by the reaction produced XVIIL; 
after reaction. 


read! rid (now techn.) stomach of an animal. 
OE. réada, of unkn. origin. 


read? rid pt., pp. read red tthink, suppose, 
guess; discern the meaning of (chiefly in 
read a riddle, a dream); inspect and interpret 


from persons) Xv; actually existing or 
present; that is truly what its name implies 
XVI. orig. - AN. real — (O)F. réel; later - 
its source, late L. redlis, f. rés thing, acc. 
rem, corr. to Vedic ram riches, satd|rd ‘hav- 
ing a hundred riches’; see -AL!. So re‘alism 
XIX (Coleridge); orig. after G. realismus 
or F. réalisme. xe-alisr (philos.) xvir; after 
EF. réaliste (xvi). In the sense ‘adherent of 
philosophical realism earlier Treal (xvi), 
after late L. realis. reality rize-liti. xvi. 
~(O)F. or medL. re-alizz, realiza-TION. 
XVII (Cotgr.). = F. réaliser, -isation (XVI). 
realty? ri-oli. xv; after late L. redliter. 


real? ri-ol, re:al small Spanish silver coin. 


XVII. ~ Sp. real, sb. use of real ROYAL; in 
full real de plata ‘royal coin of silver’ (cf. 
PLATE). 


aloud or silently (signs representing speech); | realgar riæ'lgār native disulphide of 


also intr. OE. rædan = OFris. rēda, OS. 
radan (Du. raden advise, guess), OHG. 
ratan (G. raten guess, read (a riddle), ad- 
vise), ON. ráða advise, plan, contrive, rule, 
explain, read, Goth. -réedan :- CGerm. 
*ræðan, prob. rel. to Olr. im|rddim I deli- 
berate, consider, OSI. raditi take thought, 
attend to, Skr. radh- accomplish. - Also pp. 
‘informed by reading’, as in well-read xvi. 


arsenic. XIV. —medL. realgar -— Arab. rehj 
al-ghar ‘powder of the cave or mine’ (rehj 
powder, al AL-*, ghdr cave). Cf. F. réalgar, 
formerly treagal, triagal, trealgal, Sp. 
rejalgar. @ In some vars. Arab. j is repr. by 
$; cf. OSp. risalgado, Pg. resalgar, rosalgar, 
It. visogello, visigallo, medL. risigallum, 
resegale, Eng. Tresalgar (x1v, Ch.), Trosalger 
(xv), Trosaker (xv1). 


The orig. senses of the Germ. vb. are those | realm relm (now rhet. and techn.) king- 


of taking or giving counsel, taking charge, 
controlling (the sense ‘advise’ has been pre- 
served in Eng. with the form REDE); the 
sense of considering or explaining some- 
thing secret or mysterious is common to 
several langs., but that of interpreting 
written symbols is peculiar to OE., and 
ON. (perh. through OE. infl.). 

The orig. Germ. conjugation is repr. by 
OE. (rare) pt. réd, réord, and pp. (ge)jræden, 


dom. xiii (S.Eng. Leg.). ME. reaume, later 
reame, reume, realme (XIV)— OF. reaume, 
realme (mod. royaume), corr. to Pr. regeme, 
re(y)alme, OSp. rea(l)me, It. reame- L. 
regimin-, REGIMEN; blending with OF. reiel 
ROYAL, etc. produced forms with -/-, which 
finally prevailed in Eng., realm being estab- 
lished c.1600, rialm and royalme being 
earlier prevalent. 


OS. ried, réd, and *girddan (Du. riet, ried, | ream?’ rim 20 quires of paper. xiv. - OF. 


and geraden), OHG. riat and girdten (G. riet 
and geraten), ON. ráð and ráðinn, Goth. 
-ratróp and *-rédans :- CGerm. *reréd and 
*ear&danaz ; but the usual OE. forms were 
rédde and (ge)red(e)d, on the analogy of 
l#dan LEAD*, ME. radde, redde and (t)rad, 
(i)red; since xvii the Eng. inf., pt., and pp. 


raime, reyme, remme (mod. rame), also 
riesme, corr. to Cat. raima, Sp., Pg. resma 
— Arab. risma bundle of clothes, etc. (whence 
also It. risma, the source of Du. riem, G. ries, 
whence Sw., Da. ris) f. rasama remain 
fixed, collect into a bundle. Q Rag paper 
was introduced into Spain by the Arabs. 


have been identical in spelling. Hencerea'd- | ream? (dial.) cream. OE. réam = MLG. 


ER. OE. rzedere ; reading-book xvirr. rea:d- 
ING! OE. réding. 


ready re-di in a state of preparation for 


rom(e), (M)Du. room, MHG. milch|roum (G. 
rahm, dial. raum, rohm) :— WGerm. *rauma 
(ON. rjómi is ~ gradation-var. *reum-). 


something, prompt, quick. xu—xi1I (Ormu- | reap rip cut (grain) for harvest. The pre- 


lum, La3., S.Eng. Leg., Cursor M.). Early 
ME. redi(3), readi, redi, also 5eredi, treadi, 
extended forms (with -v!) of OE. rde, usu. 
gere&de (ME. irede) — OFris. réde, MLG. 
rede, gerede (Du. gereed), OHG. reiti, MHG. 
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sent form descends from ME. repen, reopen, 
repr. OE. (i) reopan, *riopan (late Nhb. 
rioppa, rippa, also hr-, with characteristic 
cons.-doubling), var. of ripan (pt. ripde, 
*ripie), and (ii) *repan (pt. pl. r@pon); no 


REAR 


REBUS 





certain cogns. are known. (OE. pt. pl. ripon 
implies an inf. *rvipan, pres. ripe, ripp, repr. 
by ME. and dial. ripe, pt. rope. Q| Various 
types, some showing admixture, are found 
in ME., early modE., and mod. dial., viz. 
inf. rippe, rip, tripe, pt. rep, rept, rope, 
pp.tropen, trepen, trept, ripped, rope.) 


rear! rior set up, lift up, raise (lit. and fig.) 
OE.; bring up, breed xv; intr. rise on the 
hind feet x1v. OE. r@ran =: ON. reisa, Goth. 
ur|raisjan awaken <= CGerm. *raizjan, 
causative of *reisan RISE. @ Superseded in 
many senses by the Scand. RAISE. 


rear? riar hindmost part. xvi. In earliest 
use military and naval; prob. extracted from 
phr. in the rearward (xv) or simply a shorten- 
ing of rearward or rearguard, as the some- 
what later VAN! is of vanguard. @ Aphetic 
deriv. from ARREAR is not supported by the 
chronology. 


rearguard riougaid rear portion of an 
armed force xv (Caxton); portion detached 
from the main force to protect the rear XVII. 
— OF. rereguarde (cf. F. arriére-garde), f. 
rer, riere = L. retr back (see RETRO-)-- 
guarde GUARD. The AN. var. rerewarde is 
repr. by rea:rward. xiv; see WARD!. 


rearmouse rio:rmaus (dial.) bat (Vesper- 
tilio). OE. hréremus, the first el. of which is 
of unkn. origin, the second is MOUSE; poss. 
alt. of synon. hréademiis. 


reason ri-zn fact or circumstance serving as 

ground or motive for action; intellectual 
power, thinking faculty. xr (AncrR.). 
Many senses now obs. have been current, 
as well as phr., which often depend on 
foreign models. ME. res(o)un, reson, reisun 
= OF. reisun, ves(o)yun (mod. raison) = Pr. 
razó, Sp. razón, It. ragione :- Rom. *ra- 
tione, L.. ratió(n-) reckoning, account, judge- 
ment, understanding, reasoning, method, 
motive, cause (cf. RATIO, RATION), f. rat-, 
pp. stem of réri think, reckon; see -TION. So 
reason vb. Tquestion, call to account xiv; 
Thold discourse xv; think connectedly or 
logically xvi. — OF. razsoner (mod. -onner), 
f. raison, after medL. ratiónáre. rea:son- 
ABLE agreeable to reason x11 (Cursor M.); 
Tendowed with reason; having sound 
judgement; not exceeding limits assigned 
by reason xiv. = (O)F. ratson(n)able, f. raison, 
after L. ratiónàbils. «| OF. re(s)nable is 
repr. by renable (x111 to mod. dial.) eloquent, 
fluent. 


reasty rrsti (dial) rancid. xvi (Tusser). 
Later form of tresty (xiv—xvi1) — OF. resté 
left over, pp. of rester remain, REST!, Other 
related (dial.) forms are reesed, reezed (xv), 
var. of trest (xv); reest become rancid (xv); 
reasy adj. (XVII, Cotgr.), RUSTY?. 


Réaumur rei:ðmjuə, ||reomür Name of a 
thermometer invented by René Antoine de 
Réaumur (1683-1757), French physicist. XVIII. 
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reave riv pt., pp. reft (arch.) commit rob- 


bery: despoil; take forcible possession of. 
OE. réafian = OF ris. rdvia, rdva, OS. rôbōn 
(Du. rooven), OHG. roubón (G. rauben), 
Goth. bi|raubón :- CGerm. *raubojan (cf. 
ROB), f. *raub- (whence also OE. réaf plun- 
der, equipment, clothing — OFris. raf, OS. 
rof, OHG. roub; cf. ON. reyfi fleece and 
ROBE, *reub- (whence OE. réofan break, tear; 
cf. BEREAVE, ON. rjúfa break, violate); 
the orig. sense is ‘break’, as in cogn. L. 
rup-, rumpere (see RUPTURE). The prevailing 
Sc. form is reive. Hence reaver, Sc. reiver 
ri-var robber, plunderer (brought into 
literary use by Scott). OE. réafere = OF ris. 
rdvere, MDu. révere (Du. roover), OHG. 
roubari (G. rduber). 


rebate ribert tdeduct, subtract; reduce, 


diminish xv; tdull, blunt xv1. Late ME. 
rabat — (O)F. rabattre, f. re- RE--+abattre 
ABATE; later alt. by substitution of re- 
for the first syll. Hence rebate ri-beit 
deduction. xvi; cf. F. rabat. Formerly 
+rebateMENT. xvi. — OF. rebatement. 


rebeck ri:bek (hist) three-stringed fiddle. 


XVI. — F. rebec, Trabec, corr. to Pr. rebec, 
Cat. rabec, It. Tribeca, unexpl. alt. of OF. 
ribebe, rubebe (whence ME. ribibe, vu-, vibi- 
ble), Pr. rebeb, It. Tribeba— Arab. rabdb 
(dial. rabéb) one- or two-stringed fiddle; 
other perverted forms are OF. rebelle, Cat. 
rabell, Sp., Pg. rabel, Pg. (with Ar-?) arrabil. 


rebel re:b(5)l adj. that refuses obedience or 


allegiance XIII; sb. one who does this XIV. 
In earliest use as predic. adj., later in attrib. 
position (now felt rather as the sb. used 
attrib.). —(O)F. rebelle. adj. and sb. = L. 
rebellis adj. and sb. (said orig. of the con- 
quered making war afresh), f. re- RE- 6+ 
bellum war (cf. BELLICOSE). So rebel 
vb. ribel. xiv. - (O)F. rebeller — L. rebel- 
làre, f. re- RE- 6-- bellàre fight, make war, 
f. bellum. rebellion ribe-ljon. xiv. - (O)F. 
rébellion - L.. rebellió(n-). Hence rebe Iltiovs. 
XVI; preceded by trebellous (xv) — F. Trebel- 
leux. Cf. REVEL. 


rebound ribau:nd bound back. xiv. - OF. 


rebonder, (also mod.) rebondir, f. re- RE- 1+ 
bondir BOUND*. Hence or — F. rebond sb. xvt. 


rebuff riba4:f repel bluntly. xvi (Sidney). 


~F. trebuffer — It. ribuffare, vabbuffare, f. 
ribuffo, rabbuffo, f. ri- RE- 6 + buffo gust, 
puff, of imit. origin. So rebu'ff sb. xvir 
(Florio). = F. trebuffe = It. ribuffo. 


rebuke ribjū'k tbreak down, force back; 


chide severely. xiv. —- AN., ONF. rebuker 
= OF. rebuchier, f. ve- RE- r--buschter, 
buchier, bukier beat, strike, prop. cut down 
wood, f. busche (mod. biiche) log, prob. of 
Germ. origin. Hence rebu-ke sb. xv. 


rebus ri:bes enigmatic representation of a 


name, word, etc. by pictures suggesting its 
syllables. xvit (Camden). = F. rébus = L. 
rébus, abl. pl. of vés thing (see REAL), in 
the phr. de rebus qua geruntur 'concerning 


REBUT 


things that are taking place’, title given by 
the clercs de basoche (guild of lawyers’ 
clerks) of Picardy to satirical pieces con- 
taining riddles in picture form produced at 
carnival times. 


rebut riba‘t frevile, reproach x11 (Cursor 
M.); trepel, repulse xiv; check xv; (leg.) 
repel by counter-proof XIx (intr, XVII). 
- AN. rebuter, OF. reboter, -bouter, f. re-, 
RE- 6--boter BUTT!. Hence rebu-ttar? xix ; 
so rebu-tter® (Jeg.) defendant's answer to 
plaintiff’s surrejoinder. xvi. 


recalcitrant rikæ'lsitrənt kicking against 
restraint. XIX. = F. récalcitrant = L. re- 
calcitrant-, -àns, prp. of recalcitráre kick out, 
(later) be refractory (whence reca-lcitrate, 
-à*tion XVII), f. re- RE- 6 + *calcitrum kick, 
f. calc-, calx heel ; see -ANT. 


recall rik5-] call back; revoke. xvr. f. 
RE- I, 2, 3 + CALL, after L. revocdre or F. 
rappeler. Flence recall sb. xvir. 


recant rika'nt retract as erroneous. XVI 
(Lyndesay) -L. recantáre recal, revoke 
(Horace), f. re- RE- 5-++-cantdre sing, CHANT, 
after Gr. maAwedety (cf. late L. palinodiam 
canere recant, Macrobius). Hence recan- 
tA'TION fi-. xvi. Q Terms originating at 
the Reformation. 


recapitulate rikopi-tjtileit go over or 
repeat again. xvi. f. pp. stem of late L. 
recapitulüre, f. re-, RE- 4- capitulum section 
of a writing, CHAPTER; see -ATE?; preceded 
by trecapitle (xv, Lydg.) - OF. recapitler, 
var. of récapituler. So re:capitula-TION. 
XIV. ~(O)F. or late L. 


recast rika’st cast (metal) again; refashion. 
XVII. f. RE- 4 + casr, after (O)F. refondre. 


recede risi‘d retire from a place. xv. - L. 
recedere, f. re- RE- 1 + cédere go, CEDE. So 
recess rises Tretirement, withdrawal xvi: 
(period of) retirement from occupation ; 
retired, receding, or inner part XVIIL. = L. 
recessus, f. recēdere RECEDE. rece'SsIoON re- 
tirement. XVII. — L. (Vitruvius). rece's- 
sionaL! (hymn) sung during the retirement 
of clergy, etc. after a service. XIX. 


receipt risit A. recipe. B. reception (of 
money, etc.); money received xiv (written 
acknowledgement of this xv11) ; office for the 
reception of moneys xv (r. of the Exchequer). 
ME. receit(e) - AN. (ONF.) receite — OF. 
recoite, var. (with -et-, -oi- from receive, 
recoture) of recete (mod. recette, after It.) 
= Sp. receta, It. ricetta - medL. recepta, 
sb. use of fem. pp. of recipere RECEIVE. 
The sp. with p appears in OF. recepte 
(xiv), a latinized form of recete. @ Many 
uses no longer current depend on early F. 
uses and on contacts with receive. 


receive risi-v take to oneself x1 (Cursor 
M.); accept, take in, admit; be the object of 
xIv. ME. receive, receve — OF. receivre, var. 
of reçoivre (= Pr. recebre, Sp. recibir, It. 
ricevere) or later (refash.) recevoir, ult. :- L. 


RECIPROCAL 


recibere; see RECIPIENT and cf. CONCEIVE, 
DECEIVE, PERCEIVE. So recei‘vER? xIv - 
AN. *receivere, -our = OF. recevere. 


recension rise‘njan ‘enumeration, survey 
XVII; critical revision of a text, text so 
revised xix. —L. vecénsió(n-), f. recensere 
reckon, survey, review, revise, f. re- RE- 44- 
cénsére; see CENSOR, -ION. 


recent risont lately done or happened xvi; 
lately formed or begun xvii. -= F. récent or 
L. recent-, recëns. 


receptacle  rise:ptokl containing vessel, 
place, or space. xv (Lydg.). - (O)F. récepta- 
cle or L. receptdculum, f. receptare, f. recept-, 
pp. stem of recipere RECEIVE. 


reception  risepíon action of receiving, 
xIv (Gower, in astron. sense) ; in gen. sense 
xv (not freq. til mid-xvr). - (O)F. réception 
or L. receptió(n-), f. recipere; see prec. and 
-TION. So rece:ptive. XVI. — medL. 


Rechabite re:kobait one of the Jewish 
family descended from Jonadab, son of 
Rechab, who abstained from wine and strong 
drink and refused to live in houses x1v (Wycl. 
Bible), hence, total abstainer xvii, dweller 
in tents XIX. — Vulgate L. Rechabita, used 
in pl. to render Heb. pl. Rékdbim, f. Rékab 
(Jer. xxxv); see -ITE. 


réchauffé  reifoufei, ||refofe warmed-up 
dish. xix. F., pp. of réchauffer warm up 
again, f. re- J- échauffer ; see RE- 4, CHAFE, -Y?. 


recheat rit[it Tassembling of hounds, notes 

sounded on a horn for this purpose. xv 
(Malory). f. recheat vb.— OF. racheter, 
rachater (whence ME. rechate xiv) re- 
assemble, rally. 


recherché ro[35-ifei, ;raferfe very choice or 
rare. XVIII. F., pp. of rechercher search for 
carefully, RESEARCH. 


recidivist risi'divist one who relapses. xix. 
- F. récidiviste, f. récidiver - medL. recidi- 
váre, f. L. recidivus, f. recidere fall back, f. 
re- - cadere fall; see RE- 2, CASE, -IVE, -IST. 
q In much earlier use were frecidivate XVI, 
T-ation xv (Lydg.). 


recipe resipi T(imper.) take xiv; sb. 
formula for a medical prescription xvi, for 
a dish in cookery xviii. = L. recipe, imper. 
sg. of recipere RECEIVE. 


recipient risitpisnt one who or a thing 
which receives. xvi. -—F. récipient — It. 
recipiente or L. recipient-, -éns, prp. of 
recipere RECEIVE, f. re-+ capere; see RE- 2, 
HEAVE, -ENT. 


reciprocal risiprəkəl done in return; 
inversely related XVI ; corresponding to each 
other; (gram.) reflexive xvit. f. L. reciprocus 
moving backwards and forwards, alternating 
:- *recoprocos, f. *recos+-*procos, f. (re~ 
spectively) RE- and PRO-l, with *-cos as in 
anticus ANTIQUE, posticus (f. post after) ; cf. 
(O)F. réciproque, whence 'Treciproque xvi, 
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RECITE 


common ¢.1570-1620); see -AL'. So reci:- 
procATE?. xvir. f. pp. stem of L. reciprocáre, 
f. recibrocus. reciprocA'TION. XVI. — F. or 
L. recipro'ciTY resipro:siti. XVIII. — F. (in 
medL. ‘recurrence’, ‘reflexive action’). 


recite risai‘t repeat or utter aloud; state or 
describe in detail. xv (Caxton). - (O)F. 
réciter or L. recitdre read out, f. re- RE- 74- 
citare CITE. Hence reci-tar?. xvi. So recita- 
TION  resite'Joan. xv (Caxton) -(OJF. 
récitation or L. recitdtid(n-). recitative 
resitati-v adj. and sb. xvii (Evelyn). — It. 
recitativo (also used in Eng. from XVIIL 
Evelyn, Pepys), orig. in stile recitativo (cf. 
‘after the Italian manner (Stylo Recitativo)’ 
B. Jonson 1617), (mus.) manner of declama- 
tion combining melody with the rhythms of 
speech ; cf. F. récitatif (1690): see -ATIVE and 
cf. medL. recitdtive, in express terms; for- 
merly str. re:citative (Johnson), reci-tative 
(Byron, ‘Don Juan’ Iv lxxxvii). 


reck rek take care, heed, care, concern one- 
self. OE. shows two types: (1) *récan, pt. 
róhte (whence ME. veche, vouhte, later 
rought till xvii) == OS. rékjan, OHG. 
ruohhen, ON. rekja:- Germ.  *rókjan ; 
(11) recéan, the origin of which is obscure, 
paralleled in recceléas, earlier recci-, RECK- 
Less. ‘The present form, which appears as 
Yek(k)-, reck- in xi1 and xni (Ormulum, 
Havelok, Cursor M.), is due partly to 
generalization of the k of ME. 3rd sg. pr. 
ind. rekp (OE. recp, which may belong to 
either *récan or recéan), partly to the infl. 
of ON. rekja. Forms with a long stem- 
vowel are indicated by ME. reke (xiv), con- 
tinued in reak, wreak (XVI-XVII). New pt. 
and pp. in -ed appeared xv. 


reckless re'klis careless, negligent. OE. 
recéeléas, rece-, earlier reécileas, whence ME. 
rech-, retch(e)less (to xvi1), reach- (XVI-xvI11), 
corr. to MLG. rékelds, (M)Du. roekeloos, 
OHG. ruahhalos (G. ruchlos); f. base of 
RECK---LESS; forms with -(c)k- atre extant 
from Orm’s date, by assoc. with the vb. 
(rekRenn). 


reckon re‘kn A. Trecount, relate OE. 
(once) ; enumerate, name serially x11 (Orm); 
count, compute XIII; estimate, consider XIV. 
B. make a calculation, settle accounts with; 
calculate or design to xvi; depend on xvir. 
OE. gerecenian -— OFris. rek(e)nia, (M)LG., 
(M)Du. rekenen, OHG. rehhanón (G. 
rechnen) t- W Germ. *(za)rekenojan, perh. f. 
*rekenaz (OE. recen, OFris. rekon clear, 
open) ready, rapid, straightforward. 


reclaim riklerm fcall (a hawk) back x11 
(Cursor M.); recall, bring back; reduce to 
obedience xiv (Gower); claim restoration of 
XVI; bring (land) under cultivation XVIIL 
—-(OW. réclamer - L. recldmdre cry out, 
exclaim ; cf. Pr., Sp. reclamar, It. richiamare; 
see RE- 2, CLAIM. So reclamaTION reklo- 
mei' fən, xvi. - F. or L. 


recognition 





recoil 


RECOMPENSE 


recline riklarn flay down xv; (of a dial) 


incline from the vertical xvi; rest in a re- 
cumbent position xvi. — OF. recliner lean, 
of a dial (as above), and reinforced from its 
source L. reclindre bend back, lav aside, 
recline, f. re- RE- 1+ -clinGre (cf. DECLINE, 
INCLINE). 


recluse riklü's sb. person shut up from the 


world for the purpose of religious con- 
templation x11 (Ancr.R.); person of retired 
life xviII; adj. xiv. -—(O)F. reclus, fem. 
recluse, pp. of reclure :- L. reclüdere (pp. 
reclüsus) shut up, (earlier) open, £. re- RE- 4+ 
claudere CLOSE. 


rekogni[on  T(Sc. leg.) re- 
sumption of lands by a feudal superior XV; 
acknowledgement as true or valid xvi; 
identification of a person or thing XVIII. 
— L. recognitio(n-), f. recognit-, pp. stem of 
recognoscere; see RE- 4, COGNITION. So 
recognize re‘kognaiz T(Sc. leg.) resume 
possession of xv ; Trevise, amend ; Tacknow- 
ledge, admit; treat as valid, approve ; know 
again XVI. Early forms raccunnis (Sc.), 
recognis, -nish, soon assim. to vbs. in -ise, 
-IZE. - OF. recon(n)iss-, pres. stem of re- 
connaistre (mod. reconnaître) += L. vecogno- 
scere. recognizANCE riko:(g)nizens legal 
bond or obligation xiv (Ch.) ; Trecognition ; 
tbadge xv. ~ OF. recon(n)issance (mod. 
RECONNAISSANCE) ; Cf. COGNIZANCE. 


rikoi:l Tbeat or drive back xit 
(AncrR.); retreat, retire XIV; Tgo or draw 
back xv; spring back xvi. —(O)F. reculer, 
corr. to Sp. recular, Pg. recuar, It. rinculare 
= Rom. *reciildre, f. re- RE- 1 +- ctilus poste- 
riors (cf. OlIr. ctl back, Skr. Aiila- rear- 
guard); for ot repr. F. ti cf. Fort’. Hence 
recoi-lsb. xvi, with a rare ME. ex. (xiv); cf. 
F. recul (xv1). 


recollect rekale:kt call back to one’s mind 


XVI. var., with distinctive pronunc., of 
recollect rikale-kt Tcollect ; collect again XVI ; 
summon up (one's spirits, courage, etc.) 
XVII ; f. recollect-, pp. stem of L. recolligere, 
f. re- RE- 1-+colligere COLLECT!. So Recol- 
lect re:kolekt Observantine of the Fran- 
ciscan order. xvtit - medL. recollectus, pp. of 
L. vecolligere; cf. F. récollet (whence Re:- 
collet xvii), Sp. recoleto, It. recolletto. 
recolle:cTion A. (ri-) gathering together 
again XVI ; B. (re-) concentration of thought ; 
recalling to the memory xvit. — F. or medL. 


recommend rekomend commend or com- 


mit to God (Ch.); tpraise, commend xiv 
(PP1.) ; mention or introduce with approval; 
make acceptable xvii. - medL. recom- 
mendáre (based on F. recommander, It. racom- 
mandare, etc.), f. re- RE- 7 + commendare 
COMMEND. So re:commenda:TION. XV. 
- medL., so F., etc. 


recompense re‘kompens reward, requite. 


Xv. =(O)F. récompenser — late L. recom- 
pensGre, f. re- RE- 4, 7 + compensãre COMPEN- 
SATE. So sb. xv — F. récompense, f. the vb. 
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RECONCILE 


RECTIFY 





reconcile re‘konsail bring again into 
friendly relations or agreement xiv (Wyclif, 
Trevisa); make compatible xvr. = (O)F. 
réconcilier or L. reconciliáre, f. re- RE- 2, 7-- 
concilidre CONCILIATE. So re:‘concilia‘TION. 
XIV (Ch.)). - F. or L. 


recondite re:kondait, riko:ndait Thidden 
away; removed from ordinary understand- 
ing or knowledge. xvit. = L. reconditus, 
pp. of recondere put away, hide, f. re- RE- 1-4- 
condere, put together, compose, hide, f. com 
CON- 4- base -dere, as in addere ADD. 


reconnaissance, -noiss- riko:nisons ascer- 
tainment of the position and strength of an 
enemy. XVIII (both forms in Wellington's dis- 
patches). — F. reconnaissance, -oissance, f. stem 
of reconnaître, later form of reconnoítre (:— 
L. recognoscere RECOGNIZE), whence recon- 
noitre rekonortoi make a reconnaissance 
(of). xvii (early). 


record re‘kiid (leg.) fact of being com- 
mitted to writing as evidence x1 (Cursor 
M.); fact of being preserved as knowledge 
XIV; (leg.) authentic report of proceedings 
XV; account of a fact in writing, etc. XVI. 
-(O)F. record remembrance, f. recorder 
bring to remembrance == Sp. recordar, It. 
recordarsi (cf. OF. soi recorder remember) 
:— L. recordáre, usu. -àri (Rom. refl. *sibi 
recordàre) think over, be mindful of, f. re- 
RE--+ cord-, cor HEART; whence record vb. 
riko-1d A. Tcommit to memory XIV ; practise 
(a song, tune) xv; B. trecall, remember; 
relate, set down in writing xiv. So re- 
corder (1) rikodor magistrate holding a 
court of quarter-sessions, orig. lawyer 
appointed by the mayor and aldermen (of 
London) to keep in mind proceedings of the 
court, etc. XV. — AN. recordour, OF. re- 
cordeur, f. recorder ; see -ER?. recorder (2) 
rikotidor wind instrument of the flute kind. 


XV (Lydg.. f. record vb. in the sense 
“practise a tune’ 4- -en!. 


recount rikau'nt relate, tell in detail. xv. 
~ AN., ONF. reconter, f. re- RE- 4 + conter 
COUNT. @ (O)F. has raconter, f. re- -+ 
aconter ACCOUNT, 


recoup riki-p interrupt xv (rare); (leg.) 
deduct; recompense for loss or outlay XVII. 
= OF. recouper cut back, retrench, interrupt, 
re-sell, f. re- RE- 1, 2+couper cut, OF. coper 
prop. behead (cf. It. accoppare strike down), 
f. Rom. *cuppa cup, transf., head. 


recourse rikos Treturn; Tcourse, move- 
ment; resort to a person or thing xiv (Ch.); 
means resorted to xv, — (O)F. recours — L. 
recursu-s, f. recurs-, recurrere run or turn 
back, resort (see RECUR). 


recover rika‘var trans. get or bring back, 
regain; intr. regain a status. XIV. — AN. 
recoverer, OF. recovrer (mod. recouvrer), 
corr. to Pr., Sp. recobrar, It. ricoverare = L. 
recuperdre RECUPERATE. SO FeCO'VERY, XIV. 
— AN. recoverie, OF. reco(u)uree, f. the vb. 


recreant re'kriənt confessing oneself van- 
quished, (hence) cowardly, craven xiv (also 
sb.); false, apostate xvit (sb. xvi). — OF. 
recreant adj. and sb. use of prp. of recroire 
yield, surrender :- medL. (se) recrédere sur- 
render (oneself), £. re- R&- 5 -l- crédere entrust, 
believe ; see CREED, -ANT, and cf. MISCREANT. 
q@ <A term of the greatest infamy in the 
Middle Ages; cf. ‘illud verbum odicsum 
quod recreantus sit’, Bracton ‘De legibus... 
Angliz’ 111 11 xxxiv § 2. 


recreate  re:krieit restore to a good or 
wholesome condition, refresh. xv. f. pp. 
stem of L. recredre, f. re- RE- 2 + credre 
CREATE. So recreA TION  Trefreshment, 
nourishment; refreshment by pleasant 
occupation, xiv. —(O)F. -—L. re-crearive. 
XVI; after F. récréatif. Q Distinct from 
re:crea-te ri- create afresh. XVI. 


recrement re'kriment refuse, waste. XVI. 
— F. récrément or L. recrémentum, f. re-4- 
€ré-, pt. and pp. stem of cernere separate; 
See RE- I, DISCERN, DISCRETION, -MENT, and 
cf. excrement. 


recriminate rikri-mineit retort an accusation, 
accuse in return. XVII. f. pp. stem of med. 
L. recrimináre, f. re- + L. crimindri accuse, 
f. crimin-, crimen; see RE- 6, CRIME, -ATE?. 
So recrimina-TION. xvir. ~ F. or med. L, 


recrudescence rikrudeʻsəns breaking out 

afresh. xvin. f. L. recrüdéescere, f. re-4- 
crüdéscere become raw; see RE- 4, CRUDE, 
-ESCENCE. So -ENCY XVII, -ENT XVIII. 


recruit rikrü't Treinforcement (abstr. and 
concr.) of troops; tpl. reinforcements, 
(hence) one of the men composing these, 
newly enlisted soldier. xvi. - F. dial. 
(Hainault) trecrute = F. recrue (whence 
somewhat earlier Eng. Trecrez), sb. use of 
fem. pp. of recroítre — Pr. recreiser, etc. 
t- L. recréscere, f. re- + créscere grow; see 
RE- 4, CRESCENT and cf. cREW. So recruit 
vb. reinforce ; replenish ; enlist new soldiers ; 
recover health or vigour xvi1; enlist (men) 
XIX. ~= F. recruter, f. Trecrute. In ordinary 
F. use the vb. recruter first appeared in 
gazettes published in Holland and was con- 
demned as barbarous by Racine and others. 
Q The words were adopted in the Germ. 
langs. (Du. recruut, rekruteeren, G. rekrut, 
-ieren) and in other Rom. langs. (Sp. recluta, 
-ar, It. recluta, -are, Pg. recruta, -ar). 


rectangle re'ktæņg! right-angled quadri 
lateral. xvi (Digges). — F. rectangle or medL. 
réctangulum, for earlier réctiangulum (Isi- 
dore), sb. use of n. sg. of *réctiangulus (after 
Gr. opÜoycwos), f. L. réctus straight, RIGHT - 
angulus ANGLE?*. Hence re:ctanglEp? xvi 
(Billingsley), recta:ngulan xvi1; after F. 


rectify re‘ktifai put right, remedy XIV; 
refine by chemical process xv; adjust xvi. 
— (O)F. rectifier - medL. réctificáre, f. L. 
réctus RIGHT; see -FY. So re:ctiFICA'TION. 
xv = (O)F. or late L. 
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RECTILINEAR 


rectilinear rektilivnia1 characterized by 
straight lines. xvi. f. late L. réctilineus, 
f. réctus RIGHT-+ linea LINE’; see -AR. 


rectitude re-ktitjad straightness xv ; moral 
uprightness xv1. —(O)F. rectitude or late L. 
réctitudo, f. réctus RIGHT; see -TUDE. 


recto re:ktou right-hand page of a book 
when open, front of a leaf. xix. = L. récté 
(sc. folid leaf) on the right side of (a leaf), 
abl. of rēctus RIGHT. Cf. VERSO. 


rector re:kktor fruler, governor xiv (Tre- 

visa); incumbent of a parish whose tithes 
are not impropriate XIV (PPl); head of a 
university, etc. Xv. — OF. rectour (mod. 
recteur) or L. rēctor, -ōr-, f. pp. stem of 
regere rule (see REGENT). So re:ctony! bene- 
fice held by a rector xvi; residence xix. 
- AN., OF. rectorie or medL. réctéria; 
see ~Y°, 


rectum re‘ktam final section of the large 
intestine, so called from its form in some 
animals. XVI. =L. réctum, short for 
intestinum réctum the straight gut (Celsus), 
n. Of réctus straight (RIGHT). 


recueil rokó: literary compilation. xv 
(recuyell, Caxton). In xv-xvi in anglicized 
forms, from xvir in the F. form recueil, 
f. recueillir gather together, see RE- 4, CULL. 


recumbent rika:mbont lying down, re- 
clining. XVII. — L. recumbent-, -éns, prp. of 
recumbere recline, f. re- RE- 1 4- -cumbere (cf. 
INCUMBENT), 


recuperate rikji-poreit recover, regain 
XVI; restore (esp. in health) xvi; (intr.) re- 
cover health, etc. xix. f. pp. stem of L. 
recuperare, f. re- RE- 2-1- *cup- (as in occupáre 
OCCUPY), var. of *cap- (see HEAVE), with 
extension as in tolerdre TOLERATE. So re- 
cupera‘TION tfrecovery xv (Caxton; rare 
before xvir); restoration of health xIx. ~ L. 


recur rik»o'1 go or come back, return (now 
in abstr. senses) XV; occur again xvi. — L. 
recurrere, f. re- RE- 1, 4 4 currere (see CUR- 
RENT). So FrecurrENCE rika4'rons. XVII (Sir 
T. Browne); recurrent rika'rənt. XVI. 


recusant re-kjuzant Roman Catholic (etc.) 
who refused to attend services of the Church 
of England. xvi (Act of Edward VI). - L. 
recusant-, -áns, prp. of recüsáre refuse, f. re- 
RE- 6-+ causa CAUSE (cf. accuse, excuse); see 
-ANT. 


red red of the colour of blood, sunset 
clouds, rubies, glowing coal. A widespread 
IE. colour-name. OE. réad — OFris. rad, 
OS. réd (Du. rood), OHG. rét (G. rot), ON. 
raudr, Goth. raups = CGerm. *raudaz i= 
*roudhos, f. IE. base repr. also by Olr., 
Gael. ruadh, W. rhudd, Serb. rad, Lith. 
ratidas, L. rüfus RUFOUS (Italic robus), OE. 
réod, ON. njédr red, ruddy, Goth. gariudi, 
Gr. ereüthein redden, and L. ruber (cf. 
RUBICUND, RUBRIC), rubigo rust, russus (see 
RUSSET), Gr. eruthrós, Skr. rudhirds red, 
rudhirám blood, OSI. rádéti sja become red, 


REDEEM 


Lith. rádas; cf. RUDDY, RUST. @ The 
shortening of the stem-vowel is paralleled 
in bread, dead, lead (metal); the long vowel is 
retained in the surnames Read(e), Rede, 
Reid. 

comp. re-dpreast. xv (Lydg., Promp. 
Parv.); cf. LG. ród-, Du. roodborstje; 
red deer. xv (Malory); red herring. xv; 
after (O)F. hareng saur ; red lead!. xv ; red- 
short, see COLD-SHORT; redstart  re-d- 
stait singing-bird Ruticilla phcenicurus, 
having a red tail. xvr; OE. steort tail (see 
START); cf. Du. roodstartje, G. rotsterz and 
Eng. red-tail (xv). Hence re-dden?® vb. xvi 
(Cotgr.) re:ddisu!. xiv (Trevisa). 


red- var. of RE-. 


-red rid repr. OE. réden condition, which 
was freely used as a suffix, as in bróborraden 
brotherhood, freondr&den friendship, sibra- 
den relationship. Only a few were retained 
in ME., but there were some new formations, 
as felawrede fellowship, gossibrede GOSSIPRED, 
haterede(n) HATRED, Rinrede(n) KINDRED. In 
Sc., by metathesis, the suffix assumed the 
form -rend, -rand (-rent, -rant), as hatrent, 
manrent (homage, vassals). 


redaction ridzkfan preparation for 
publication. xix. -F. rédaction = late L. 
redactió(n-) (Boethius), f. redact-, pp. stem 
of redigere drive back, collect, reduce, f. re- 
RED- + agere (see AGENT). 


redan ridze:n (forti£) field-work having 
two faces forming a salient angle. XVII. 
— F. redan, var. of redent notching as of a 
saw, f. re- RE--++ dent TOOTH. 


reddle see RADDLE, RUDDLE. 


rede rid trule, govern OE. ; Tguide, guard, 
appoint XIII; advise, counsel OE. ; interpret 
xvi. ME. form of READ?, retained for arch. 
senses. So rede sb. (arch.) counsel; tplan 
of action; tsuccour, remedy OE.; tale, 
story XIV. OE. r&d, corr. to OFris. red, OS. 
rād (Du. raad), OHG. rāt (G. rat), ON. 
ráð :- CGerm. (exc. Goth.) *ræðaz, -am, 
f. base of *r@@an READ*; cf, READY, RIDDLE. 


redeem ridi-m buy back; free (mortgaged 
property) by payment; free by paying ran- 
som; deliver, spec. from sin xv; make up 
for, compensate xvi. =F. rédimer or L. 
redimere, f. re- RE- 2--emere buy, orig. take 
(cf. OSI. img, Lith. imù I take, and see 
EXEMPT, PEREMPTORY, PROMPT). The long 
vowel of the second syll., paralleled in 
ESTEEM, is indicated in the earliest forms 
with -eme. (OF. raembre s- L. redimere is 
repr. by ME. raim xin-xiv.) Hence 
redee-mzxn!. xv. (Earlier tredemptor - OF. 
or L.) So redemption ride‘mPfan action 
of freeing or delivering; ransom. XIV. 
~(O)F. rédemption-L. redemptid(n-), f. 
redempt-, pp. stem of redimere; cf. RANSOM. 
rede‘mptorisT member of the Congrega- 
tion of the Most Holy Redeemer. xIx ~ F, 
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RED-GUM 


red-gum re‘dgam papular eruption. XVI. 
alt., by assim. to Gum’, of fredgown(d), 
t-gowm (xv), later form, infl. by RED, of 
radegound (XIV once, PPI.), f. obscure first 
el. + (dial.) gound pus, esp. from the eyes, 
OE. gund = OHG. gunt pus, Goth. gund 
carcinoma, connected by some with Gr. 
Ranthilé swelling. 


redintegrate redi-ntigreit restore to com- 
pleteness or unity. xv. f. pp. stem of L. 
redintegrãre, f. red- RE- 2 -+ integrdre INTE- 
GRATE. So redintegra'TION. XV. 


redolent re:déleont ‘sweet-smelling xiv; 
smelling of or with xvir (Dryden). — OF. 
redolent or L. redolent-, -éns, prp. of redolére, 
f. red- RE~ 7-++-olére emita smell, rel. to odor 
ODOUR; see -ENT. So re‘doleNce. xv. - OF. 


redouble rida-bl double in quantity xv 
(Caxton); repeat xvi. - F. redoubler; see 
RE- 4, DOUBLE vb. 


redoubt ridaut small work within a 
fortification; square or polygonal outwork 
or field-work. xvi. - F. redoute, Tridotte 
— It. Tridotta, now ridotto (— F. réduit, Sp. 
reducto) - medL. reductus refuge, retreat, f. 
pp- stem of redücere draw off, withdraw (see 
REDUCE). Q The intrusive b is due to assoc. 
with next. 


redoubtable ridau:tobl to be feared. xiv 
(Ch.). —(O)F. redoutable, f. redouter fear, 
dread (whence redoubt vb. x1v), f. re- RE- 74- 
douter DOUBT ; see -ABLE. 


redound  ridau:xnd  foverflow; tabound; 
TÜüow or go back xiv (Wycl. Bible); Tre- 
sound XIV; turn or contribute to some 
advantage or disadvantage xv; attach or 
accrue fo XVI. -—(O)F. redonder — Sp. 
redundar, lt. ridondare :- L. redundáre (see 
REDUNDANT). 


redress ridre:s tset upright again; restore, 
amend, remedy XIV (Ch., in various applica- 
tions). —-—(O)F. redresser, tdrecier = Sp. 
redereçar, It. ridirizzare (cf. medL. redreçare, 
-escere, -ssare, etc.); see RE- 2, 3, DRESS. So 
redre-ss sb. xiv (Ch., Barbour), - AN. 
redresse, -esce, f. the vb. 


reduce ridjü's bring or lead back xiv; 
bring or restore to a condition; bring into 
subjection, bring down xv; diminish xvr. 
— L. redücere bring back, restore, replace 
(whence F. réduire, Sp. reducir, It. ridurre), 
f. re- RE- 2, 3, 4, 5-- dücere lead, bring (see 
DUCT) So reducrioN rida:kfon. xv. - 
(O)F. or L. 


redundant  rid4:ndont characterized by 
superfluity or excess. xvi. — L. redundant-, 
-ans, pp. of redundare, f. red- RE- 7-Lundáre 
(of the sea) be agitated, surge, f. unda wave; 
See WATER, -ANT. So redundaNwcr, re- 
du:ndaNcvy. xvi. -L. 


reduplicate ridjü:plikeit make double or 
twofold xvi; (gram.) xix. f. pp. stem of late 
L. reduplicdre (pp. in Tertullian), f. re- RE- 


REEVE 


4+duphlicdre DUPLICATE. So reduplica:TION 
doubling xvi; (gram.) repetition of an ele- 
ment of the radical or base of a word, as in 
the present and perfect tenses of some IE. 
langs. xvni. ~ late L. reduplicatio(n-) (Mar- 
tianus Capella, Boethius), tr. Gr. avadimAwats; 
cf, F. réduplication. 


reed rid (tall straight stem of) any plant of 
the genera Phragmites and Arundo. OE. 
hréod = OF ris. hriad, OS. hriod, OHG. 
(A)riot (Du., G. riet) :- WGerm. *yreuüa, 
referred to IE. *Eru-, recognized in 'l'okh. 


reef! rif (naut.) horizontal strip of a sail that 
can be taken in. xiv (riff, Gower). - (M)Du. 
reef, rif (whence also G. reff, reef, Sw. ref, 
Da. rev) = ON. rif (RIB) in same sense; cf. 
next. Hence reef vb. reduce (a sail) by 
taking in a reef. XVII; cf. Du. reven. Hence 
ree'frER! reefing-jacket (close-fitting jacket). 
XIX. 


reef? rif ridge of rock at or near the surface 
of the water Xvi; (in gold-mining, orig. 
Australian) lode of auriferous quartz xix. 
Earlier riff(e), in nautical use = MLG. ref, 
rif, pl. rêves, MDu. rif, ref (whence also 
G. riff, Sw. ref, Da. rev) - ON. rif (RIB) in 
same sense; cf. prec. 


reek rik smoke OE.; vapour, steam xiv; 
exhalation, disagreeable fume xvi. OE. 
réc, *rieé — OFris. reek, OS. rdk (Du. rook), 
OHG. rouh (G. rauch), ON. reykr :- 
CGerm. (exc. Goth.) *raukiz, f. *rauk- 
*reuk-. From the second grade is reek vb. 
smoke (trans. and intr.); emit hot vapour 
OE.; emit unwholesome vapour, stink 
xviii. OE. réocan = OF ris. ridka, (M)Du. 
rieken, OHG. riohhan (G. riechen), ON. 
rjúka. The normal repr. of the OE. sb. is 
ME. and dial. reech; the k-form (which 
appears first in Cursor M.) is due partly to 
Scand. infl., partly to assoc. with the native 
verb. Hence ree:Ky!. xiv; prominently Sc. 
(Auld Reekie, ‘Old Smoky’, nickname for 
Edinburgh). 


reel ril winding instrument, orig. for 
thread or silk OE.; (orig. Sc. f. the vb.) 
whirling movement, staggering roll; lively 
dance of Sc. origin xvi. (Gael. ruidhil, 
rutthil, righil are from Lowland Sc.) OE. 
hréol, of which no cogns. are known. Hence 
reel vb. (first in northerly texts) wind on a 
reel; whirl; stagger, sway XIV; dance a reel 
XVIII. 


reeve! riv (chiefly hist.) in Anglo-Saxon 
times, high official having local jurisdiction ; 
later, variously applied to local officers. 
OE. réfa, aphetic var. of OE. geréfa, earlier 
gir@fa (late Nhb. contr. form græfa 
GRIEVE?), f. ge- v--4- *rof in secérof host of 
men, sizfrof alphabet — OHG.  ruova, 
ruoba, ON. stafróf. See PORTREEVE, SHERIFF. 


reeve? riv pt. and pp. reeved, later rove 

(naut.) pass (a rope) through a hole. xvii 
(Capt. Smith)  prob.—- Du. réven reef, 
with shift of meaning. 
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refection rife-kfan refreshment, recreation 
XIV (Rolle); partaking of food, meal, repast 
xv. —(OJF. réfection = L.. refectid(n-), f. pp. 
stem of reficere remake, renew, f. re-4- 
facere make; see RE- 2, DO!, -TION. So 
refectory! rife-ktari, refiktari room for 
taking meals in. xv (Caxton). = late L. 
refectórium (Gregory); cf. F. réfectoire. 


refer rif3: attribute £o a source or related 
thing ; have relation or allusion £o xiv (Ch.); 
commit Zo an authority, etc. xv. —(O)F. 
référer = L. referre carry back, f. re- RE- 2+ 
jerre BEAR?. referaBLE re‘farabl. xvu; 
earlier referriBLE rif3-ribl. xvi. Hence 
referrEE' refor: xvi (leg.); cf. committee. 
re-ferENCE  re:forons. xvI (G. Harvey, 
Hooker) ; cf. conference, inference; hence F. 
référence. réfereendum referring a matter 
to the whole body of voters (as in the Swiss 
constitution) XIX. gerund orn. gerundive of 
L. referre. re-ferENT (gram.). XIX; = prp. 
of L. referre. 


refine rifarn free from impurity, imperfec- 
tion, or coarseness. xvi (Stanyhurst, Spen- 
ser). f. RE- 7 -+- FINE vb.?, partly after F. 
raffiner. Hence refin-eMENT XVII, refi-nERY 
XVIII ; after F. raffinement, raffinerie. 


reflect rifle'kt divert, deflect xv (Lydg.); 
throw back (beams, etc), turn one's 
thoughts upon xvii (B. Jonson); cast re- 
proach xvir (Massinger, Clarendon). 
— OF. réflecter or L. reflectere, f. re- RE-1-F- 
flectere bend. So refle-crIoN, reFLE'XION 
throwing back of light or heat xiv (Ch); 
animadversion, imputation; fixing of the 
thoughts xvir (Clarendon) — (O)F. réflexion 
or late L. 


reform  rifó:u| A. form again xiv; B. 
T restore ; convert into another and a better 
form XIV; change for the better xv. = OF. 
reformer (mod. réformer) or L. reformdre (cf. 
Sp. reformar, It. riformare); see RE- 2, 3, 
FORM vb. In sense A, a new formation since 
XVI, and now usu. sp. re-form and pro- 
nounced rifo:Àim. Hence or-F. réforme 
refo:rm sb. xvin (Butler). So reformapo 
refonaà:dou disbanded officer. xvi (B. 
Jonson). = Sp., sb. use of pp. of reformar. 
reformaTION refərmei'fon improvement, 
radical change for the better xv (Wyntoun); 
(hist.) spec., with R. xvi; also re:forma:- 
tion ri- new formation. xv. - (O)F. or L. 
refo:rmatory adj. xvi (Nashe) ; sb. institute 
for the reformation of juvenile offenders xix. 


refract rifrækt deflect the course of 
(light, etc.). xvir. f. refract-, pp. stem of L. 
refringere, f. re- RE- 1--frangere BREAK!. So 
refra:cTioON T breaking open or up XVI 
(rare); deflection of rays, etc. XVII. = F. or 
L.; see FRACTION. refra:ctonv? stubborn, 
unmanageable xvir; resisting the action of 
heat xviir. alt. of Trefractary (xvi, Jonson) 
= L. refractãrius (Seneca); cf. F. réfractaire 
(Rabelais). But trefractorious is still earlier. 
@ Refractory was formerly str. on the first 
syll.; hence dial. re-fatory. 


refrain! rifrern burden of a poem or song 
(recurring at intervals and so breaking the 
sequence). xiv (Ch). -(O)F. refrain, 
Trefrein, succeeding to earlier refrait, -eit, 
prob. ~ Pr. refranh bird’s song, f. refranhar - 
Rom. *refrangere, for L. refringere, f. re- 
RE- 7-+frangere BREAK. 


refrain? rifrern Trestrain; abstain. xiv. 
~ (O)F. refréner — L. refrēnāre bridle, f. re- 
RE- 3-+-frénum bridle, rel. to frendere grind. 


refresh rifre:{ impart freshness to, restore 
to a fresh condition. xiv (Ch., Barbour, 
Trevisa). - OF. refreschier, refreschir (cf. 
Sp. refrescar, it. rinfrescare), f. re- RE- 24- 
fres, fem. fresche FRESH. Hence refre'sh- 
MENT. XIV (Usk). 


refrigerate rifri'dzəreit cause to become 
cold. xvi (More). f. pp. stem of L. re- 
frigeráre, Í. re- RE- 2 -- frigor-, frigus cold; 
see FRIGID, -ATE?, So refrigerA TION. xv. 
- L. refrigerATOR cooler xvii; apparatus 
for maintaining a cold temperature XIX; 
earlier refri-gerarony! xvir. 


reft see REAVE. 


refuge re: fjüds shelter from danger or 
trouble. xiv (Ch.). —- (O)F. refuge, corr. to 
Sp., It. refugio —- L. refugium, f. re- RE- 14- 
fugere flee (cf. FUGITIVE). So refugEE! 
refjudsrr one who takes refuge in another 
country. XVII (refugie and -gee). — F. refu- 
gié, pp. of (se) refugier take refuge, f. the sb. ; 
the ending was early assim. 


refulgent rifa'ldzənt shining with bright 
light. xvi. — prp. of L. refulgére, f. re- 
RE- 7+fulgére shine; see PHLOX, -ENT. 


refund rifa‘nd +tpour back xiv; pay back, 
repay xvi. — OF. vefonder or L. refundere, 
f. re- RE- 2--fundere pour (see FUSION); in 
later use based on FUND. 


refuse rifjiü'z Tavoid; decline to accept or 
to do a thing; Trenounce xiv; decline to 
grant XVI. -(O)F. refuser, corr. to Pr. 
refuzar, Sp. rehusar, lt. irifusare - Rom. 
*refüsare, prob. alt. of L. recuüsáre refuse 
(see RECUSANT), after refiitdre REFUTE. 
Hence refu:sAL?. xv. So refuse sb. re:fjüs 
rejected matter. xv (Promp. Parv.). perh. 
—- OF. refusé, pp. of refuser. Q For loss of é 
cf. COSTIVE, SIGNAL*?, TROVE. 


refute rifjü't jrefuse xvi (rare); prove in 
error, disprove XVI. —L. refütüre repel, 
rebut; see RE- 5, CONFUTE. So refuta' TION. 
XVI. = L. 


regal rigol royal, kingly. xiv (Ch.). - OF. 

regal or L. végális, f. rég-, Yàx king, f. a base 
common to the Italo-Celtic and Indo- 
Iranian groups and repr. by Gaulish *rix 
(as in Dumnorix, Vercingetorix), (O)Ir. rig 
king, Skr. samjrdj- supreme king, rdjd 
RAJA(H), rel. to L. régula RULE. See -aL} 
and cf. ROYAL. So regaliry rigz-liti. xv. 
- OF. or medL. 
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regale rigerl entertain or feast in a choice 
manner. xvi. -F. régaler (whence It. 
regalare, etc.), f. ré- RE- 7 4- OF. gale plea- 
sure, joy; see GALA, GALLANT. 


regalia rigeilio royal powers or privileges 
XVI; insignia of royalty xvit. - medL. 
régália royal residence, royal rights, n.pl. of 
régális REGAL; see -IA?, 


regard riga-1d A. taspect, look xiv; (arch.) 
look, glance xv; (hist.) official inspection of 
a forest xvi; B. Trepute, esteem XIV; 
observation, attention XV; thing to be con- 
sidered ; kindly feeling or wish xvi. — (O)F. 
regard, f. vegarder (see RE- 1, 7, GUARD vb.), 
whence rega:rd vb. look at, take notice of 
xv; heed, take into account, consider xvi; 
concern, have respect or relation to XVII 
(prp. regarding, passing into prep. XVIII). 
Cf. REWARD. So rega-rdawr (leg.) attached 
to a manor xv; (her.) looking backwards. 
- AN., (O)F. regardant prp. of the vb. 


regatta rigz‘to  boat-race held on the 
Grand Canal, Venice xv1I; hence gen. XVIII. 
-~ It. (orig. Venetian) tregatta, trigatta, 
regata (whence F. régate, Sp. regata) ‘strife 
or contention or struggling for the maistrie’ 
(Florio), f. rigattare ‘to wrangle, sell by 
retail as hucksters do, to contend, to cope 
or fight’ (ib.), corr. to Sp. regatear haggle, 
sell by retail, contend in sailing. 


regelate rid;eleit freeze again. xix (T'yn- 
dall). f. RE- 44- pp. stem of L. geláre freeze 
(see cOLD). 


regenerate ridgze-noreit cause to be born 
again or reproduced. xvi. f. pp. stem of L. 
regeneráre (see RE- 4, GENERATE) ; based on 
earlier rege-nerATE? adj. re-born, formed 
anew XV; Spiritually re-born xvi. So 
regenera-TION re-creation XIV; spiritual re- 
birth xv. - (O)F. or L.. 


regent ri-d3ont adj. presiding over dis- 
putations in a university XIV (revisa, 
maisters regentes, tr. L. magistri regentes); 
acting as regent of a country XVI; sb. one 
who rules, has royal authority, etc. xv. 
-(O)F. régent or L. regent-, -éns ruling, 
ruler, governor, prp. of regere rule; see 
RIGHT, -ENT. S0 re:gENCY office of a ruler 
or regent XV; body of persons acting for a 
sovereign ; period during which a regent or 
regency governs XVIII. —medL. regentia. 


regicide! re-dzisaid one who kills a king. 
XVI. '£. L. régi-, stem of réx king (see REGAL) 
-F-CcIDE!, prob. after F. régicide. So 
re‘gicipE? killing of a king. xvm. 


régime rei3i‘m Tregimen of health; system 
of government. XVII. = F. =~ L. regimen, 
f. regere (see REGENT). So regimen 
re*dsimen regulation of matters pert. to 
health xiv; rule, government xv; (gram.) 
government XVI. — L, regiment re-d3(i)- 
mont Trule, government ; Tcontrol, manage- 
ment; tplace under a certain rule xiv 
(Gower); fregimen of health; body of 
troops forming a unit XVI. = (O)F. régiment 


REGRESS 


—late L. regimentum rule, f. regere; see 
REGENT, -MENT. Hence vb. xvir, regime:n- 
tAL! adj. and sb. pl. xvii. 


region rid3on Tkingdom, realm; track of 
country, division of the world XIV; part or 
division of the air, a city, the body xvr. 
—(O)F. région, corr. to Sp. region, It. 
regione = L. regio(n-) direction, line, boun- 
dary, quarter, district, province, f. regere 
direct, guide, rule; see REGENT, -ION. So 
re:gionar! xvii - late L. 


register! re-dzistas A. volume in which 
particulars are systematically entered xiv; 
B. slider in an organ xvt; plate for regulating 
the passage of air, heat, or smoke; adjust- 
ment of printing type xvil. Late ME. 
registre, -estre — (O)F. registre, tregestre or 
medL. registrum, -estrum, alt. of regestum, sg. 
of late L. regesta list, register, sb. use of 
n. pl. of pp. of L. regerere transcribe, record, 
f. re- RE- 7+ gerere carry, carry out, execute 
(cf. digerere DIGEST); the senses under B are 
due to assoc. with F. régir guide, manage 
= L. regere (see REGENT). So re:gister vb. 
XIV = (O)F. régistrer or medL. registräre, 
f. registrum. registra'TION. XVI. = obs. F. 
or medL. registry registration XVI: place 
of registration ; register XVII. Reduced form 
of registery (XV) - medL. registerium. regis- 
trar redzistrà-1 one who keep a register. 
XVII; superseding in general Eng. use older 
re:gistrARY (retained in the University of 
Cambridge) xvi = medL.  vegistrárius (f. 
registrum), re-gister? (retained in U.S.A. 
and Madras and ‘of the Garter’) Xvi, osten- 
sibly alt. of tre-gistrer xiv (PPL) — AN. 
*registrere— OF. registreur, medL,. registrátor 
(see -ER?) 


regius ri-ds;!los designation of professors 
appointed by the Crown, instituted. by 
Henry VIII. L., f. rég-, réx king; see REGAL. 


reglet re-glit Tcolumn of a page xvi; 
(archit.) narrow band separating mouldings, 
etc. (Evelyn); (typogr.) narrow strip for 
making white spaces (Moxon) XVII. 
—(O)F. réglet, also réglette, dim. of régle 
RULE!; see -ET; in archit. sense ~ It. 
regoletto, £. regola. 


regnal re:gnol of a sovereign's reign. XVII. 
— medL. regnális, f. ràagnum REIGN ; see -AL}, 


regnant re:gnont reigning, ruling. XVII. 
~ L. régnant-, -dns, prp. of régndre REIGN; 
cf. F. régnant and see -ANT. 


regrate rigreit (hist.) buy up (commodities) 
to sell again at a profit. Xv. — OF. regrater, 
supposed to be f. re- RE- 7 + grater (mod. 
gratter) scratch (of Germ. origin). Hence 
regra-tEn!, -onl. xiv (PPl.) ; in AL. regratàáre 
(x11), regratàrius (xit). 


regress ri'gres return, re-entry. XIV. = L. 
regressus, f. pp. stem of regredi go back, f. re- 
RE- I + gradi step, go, rel. to gradus, step, 
GRADE. So regression. XVI. = L. re- 
gre:ssIVE, Xvir (T. Carew). 
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REGRET 


REJOICE 





regret rigre't remember with pain or long- 
ing XIV; grieve at XVI. —(O)F. regreter be- 
wail (the dead) (mod. regretter), with var. 
tregrater, whence ME. tregrate (XIV-XVII in 
both senses), corr. to Pr. regretar; perh. f. 
re- RE- 7+ Germ. *zrétan weep, GREET”. So 
regret sb. tcomplaint, lament; sorrow, 
esp. for something lost. xvi. — (O)F. regret, 
f. the vb. 


regular re:gjülor Tsubject to a religious 

rule xiv (Trevisa); conforming to a rule, 
principle, or standard xvi. Late ME. 
reguler (later with ending assim. to L.) 
— OF. reguler (mod. régulier, with change of 
suffix) corr. to Sp. regular, lt. regolare 
- L. réguldris (late in present sense), f. régula 
RULE; see -AR. So re-gularize. xvii (once 
in a dict.; thereafter not before xIX, after 
F. régulariser). re:gulaTE? control, adjust. 
XVII. f. pp. stem of late L. réguláre. Hence 
regula'TION XVII; rule prescribed xviir. 
re:gulATOR. XVII. 


regulus re:gjülos (astron.) bright star in 

Leo; tmetalic antimony, app. so called 
from its ready combination with gold; 
metallic part of a mineral xvI; petty king 
XVII; golden-crested wren (also called 
kinglet; cf. F. roitelet) xix. L., dim. of rég-, 
réx king (see REGAL). 


regurgitate rigd-1dziteit gush back again 
XVII; cast out again XVIII. f. pp. stem of 
medL. regurgitdre, f. re- RE- 1, 4 + late L. 
gurgitàre. So regurgita'TION. XVII, = 
medL. 


rehabilitate rīhəbi'liteit restore to former 
status. xvi. f. pp. stem of medL. rehabili- 
táre; see HABILITATE. So re‘habilita-TION. 
Xvi. -medL. ([ In earliest use Sc. 


rehearse rih3'is recite, relate XIII; practise 
the performance of xvi. Late ME. reherce, 
-er$e. — AN. rehearser, OF. reherc(i)er, perh. 
f. re- RE- 4 + hercer harrow (see HEARSE). 
Hence rehea'rsaL? recital xīv (Ch.); prac- 
tice of a play, etc. xvi. 


reify riifai convert mentally into a thing. 
XIX. f. L. rës thing (cf. REAL!) +- IFY. So 
re‘ifica'TION. xrx (Grote). 


reign rein (arch.) royal rule, sovereignty, 

(poet.) sway; Tkingdom, realm Xir; period 
of rule Xiv. -— OF. reigne, (also mod.) règne, 
in OF. always ‘kingdom’ - L. régnum (cf. 
INTREREGNUM), rel. to régula RULE. So 
reign vb. xii (R. Glouc., Cursor M.) 
— OF. reignier (mod. régner)- L. régndre, 
f. regnum. 


reim rim (S. Africa) strip of ox-hide. XIx. 
- Du. riem = OE. réoma, etc. 


reimburse riimb3-1s repay (a sum, a 
person). XVII. f. RE- 2 -|- IMBURSE, after F, 
rembourser (repr. immed. by rare Sc. 
Tramburse XVI). 


rein! rein long narrow strap for guiding a 
horse. xur. ME. rene- OF. rene, reigne, 


raigne, rainne, etc., earlier resne, (AN.) resne 
(mod. réne) = Pr. renha, Cat. regna, Sp. 
rienda, Pg. redea, It. redine :- Rom. *retina, 
f. L. retinére RETAIN, repl. L. retindculum 
halter, tether. Hence rein vb. xiv. 


rein? reim reindeer. xvi (rhen, reen). = Sw., 
Da. ren, treen i= ON. hreinn = OE. hran, 
acc. to some, of Finnish-Lappish origin. 
From Scand. are also early G. reen, rein(er), 
F. renne. relnDEER reindior deer of sub- 
arctic regions, used for drawing sledges. 
XIV — ON. hreindyri (whence also Sw. ren- 
djur, Da. rensdyr and adopted in Du. rendier, 
G. renntier). 


reinette reine:t var. of RENNET?, 


reinforce riinfous strengthen with addi- 
tional men xvi; also gen. xvii. alt., by 
analysis into RE- and inforce, ENFORCE, of 
trenforce (xvi), often sp. (xvi-xvii) re’n-, 
ren-, rin- —(O)F. renforcer, in mil. use 
prob. = It. rinforzare. 


reins reinz (arch.) kidneys, loins. XIV 
(Trevisa, Wycl. Bible, Gower). -(O)F. 
reins i- L. vénés, pl. of *rén kidney (cf. 
RENAL), whence Sp., It. rene. Q An instance 
of renys in late OE. Saxon Leechdoms repr. 
immed. L, rënës. 


reinstate rīiinsteit re-establish in a position 
XVI; restore to a former state XVIII. See 
RE- 4. 


rei‘ntegrate, -a:tion, vars. of REDINTE- 
GRATE, -ATION, after F. or late L. xvr. 


reis! reis Portuguese money of account. - Pg. 
reis for *reaes, pl. of real — Sp. real REAL*. 


reis?, rais rais (in Eastern countries) 
captain of a boat. xvi. — F. réis, rats (cf. Sp. 
arraes, Pg. arraes, arrais, with AL-?) - Arab. 
rá'is chief, f. rà's head. 


reitbuck ritbAk S. African antelope, Cervi- 
capra arundinacea. XVIII (-bok). — Afrikaans 
rietbok, f. riet REED- bok BUCK}. 


reiter raito: German cavalry soldier. xvr. 
= G. reiter rider, trooper, f. reiten RIDE; 
see -ER}, 


reiterate riitareit. xv1.f. L. reiterdt- ; see RE- 
4, ITERATE. So reitera’TION. xvi. -— F. or L, 


reiver see REAVER, 


reject ridzekt refuse to have, recognize, 
etc. XV. f. reject-, pp. stem of L. reticere throw 
back, discard, f. re-, RE- 1 + jacere throw; 
cf. F. trejecter, var. of trejetter, mod. 
rejeter (see JET?). Hence re'ject sb. teast- 
away XVI; thing rejected xix; f. vb. So 
reje:crION. XVI. =- F. or L. 


rejoice ridzoiss tenjoy possession of xIV; 
gladden; trefl. and intr. be joyful xiv (Ch.). 
ME. reioshe, reioische, reioyse, f. rejoiss-, 
lengthened stem of OF. re(s)joir (whence 
ME. treioy), later réjoutr, f. re- RE- 7+ esjoir 
(éjouir), f. es- Ex-1 +- joir Joy vb. 
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REJOIN RELIEF 





rejoin! rid3orn reply to a charge or plea 
XV; say in answer XVII. f. vejoin-, stem of 
(O)F. rejoindre; see RE-, JOIN. So rejoinder 
defendant's answer xv; answer to a reply, 
reply xvi. - AN. *regoimnder, for (O)F. 
rejoindre, inf. used as sb. (see -ER® and cf. 
attainder, remainder). 


rejoin? rid3orn join again. xvi. ~—(O)F. 
(as prec.) or f. RE- 44-JOIN. 


rejuvenate rid3ii‘vaneit restore to youth. 


refer, f. re- RE- I, etc. + légdre send; see 
LEGATE, -ATE?. Cf. F. reléguer. 


relent rile-nt melt, dissolve xiv (Ch.); 
grow gentle or forgiving xvi. ~medL. 
*relentáre (cf. L. relentéscere slacken), f. re- 
RE- 7 + L. lentadre bend, medL. soften (so Pg. 
relentar), f. lentus flexible, rel. to OE. lipe 
LITHE, 


relevant re:livant pertinent to. xvi. In 
earliest use Sc. and prob. of legal origin; 


XIX. irreg. f. RE- 44- L. juvenis YOUNG 4- -ATE?, 
after F. rajeunir or rejuveneE'SCENCE renewal 
of youth (xvi), f. late L. rejuvenéscere. 
rejuvenr'scENT (XVIII). 


-rel rol, -erel oro] ME. suffix of diminutive 
and depreciatory force, repr. OF. -erel 
(mod. -ereau), found first in animal names, 
the earliest of which is maquerel (xiii) 
MACKEREL, followed by DOGGEREL in XIV 
(Ch.) and in xv by COCKEREL, DOTTEREL, 
MONGREL, PICKEREL, and later KESTREL, 
WHIMBREL. Formations of a more general 
kind are SCOUNDREL, WASTREL. 


relapse rile:ps fall back into error, illness, 
etc. XVI. f. relaps-, pp. stem of L. relabi, 
f. re- RE- 2 -- labi shp. So sb. xvi; after 
LAPSE sb. or — F. relaps, medL. relapsus. 


relate rileit give an account of xvi; (leg.) 
refer back xvi; bring into connexion or com- 
parison XVII. f. stem of L. reldtus, function- 
ing as pp. of referre REFER, but formally f. 
the base of tollere (cf. EXTOL, SUBLATION); 
see -ATE?, So rela'TION narration. XIV 
(Gower); connexion xiv (PPI.); relative 
xvi. —(O)F. or L. relative re-lotiv adj. 
having relation to xvi; sb. (gram.) xiv 
(Wycl. Bible); (gen.) xv (Lydg.); kinsman 
xvII. —- (OJF. relatif, -ive or late L. reldtivus. 


relax rile-ks loosen, flit. and fig. xv; (Sc.) 
free from legal restraint xvi; make less 
strict XVII. — L. relaxãre, f. re- RE- 7+ laxus 
LAX. Cf. RELEASE. So relaxa'TION ri~, re- 
remission of penalty, etc.; release from 
ordinary occupations XVI; diminution of 
firmness or strictness XVIIL. — L.; cf. (O)F. 
relaxer, relaxation. 


relay riler, rilei set of fresh hounds, etc. 
posted to take up the chase from others xv; 
set of fresh horses at a stage xvi1; relief gang 
XIX; (stage of) a relay race xx. — OF. relai 
(mod. relais), £. relayer, f. re- RE 3 + later, 
ult. repr. L. laxdre (see LEASE and cf. DELAY), 
whence or from the sb. relay vb. flet go 
(fresh hounds) xv; provide with relays xvii. 


release rilis A. frevoke, cancel XIIL; 
Trelieve; remit (now leg.); give up, sur- 
render xiv; B. set free xiv. ME. relese, 
-esse ~ OF. relesser, relaiss(i)er :~ L. relaxdre 
RELAX; cf. LEASE. So release sb. freeing, 
deliverance xIv; (leg.) conveyance of an 
estate xv. — OF. reles, f. relesser. 


relegate re'ligeit send into exile XVI; con- 
sign żo obscurity XVIII; refer for decision 
XIX., f. pp. stem of L, relēgãre send away, 
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not in gen. Eng. use before 1800. = medL. 
relevant-, -áns, prp. of L. releváre raise up, 
RELIEVE, in medL. take up, take possession of 
(a fief), pay a relief for, hold of a landlord. 
q For the wide development of sense cf. F. 
relever be dependent, It. rilevare be of 
importance or use, rilevante important, con- 
siderable, Sp. relevar exculpate, relieve, 
exalt, Sp., Pg. relevante eminent, excellent, 
relevar be important, suitable, or neces- 
sary, exonerate, etc.; and RELIEF! A, 


reliable rilarobl that can be relied upon. 


XVI (raliabill, Sc.). f. RELY + -ABLE. Fre- 
quent in gen. use only since c.1850, and at 
first most prominently in Amer. writings; 
often protested against as a faulty Amer. 
formation (for rely-on-able) but it has ana- 
logues in available, dependable, laughable. 
(See Fitzedward Hall ‘On English adjectives 
in -able’.) Hence reliasrnity. xix (1816, 
Coleridge, who uses reliable also). 


reliance rilarons act of relying. xvii (Sh.). 


f. RELY 4- -ANCE, after affiance. So reli:ANT. 
XIX, chiefly in self-reliant. 


relic re-lik object remaining as a memorial 


of a departed saint XIII (souvenir, memento 
xvii Sh.) ; pl. remains XIV; surviving trace 
or memory XVI. ME. relike - (O)F. relique, 
orig. pl. - L. reliquie remains, fem. pl. of 
reliquus remaining, f. re- RE- 4- *Iiq?-, base 
of linquere leave behind (see RELINQUISH). 
@ OE. had reliquias (from L. acc. pl.) and 
relicgang veneration of relics. The sp. 
relique was in use XV-XIX. 


relict relikt (chiefly Sc.) relic; widow; 


pl. remains XVI. — L. relictus, n. sg. -um, n.pl, 
-a, pp. of relinquere leave behind, RELIN- 
QUISH. In the sense ‘widow’ (in earliest use 
Sc.) - OF. relicte, late L. relicta. 


relief! rilif A. payment made to an over- 


lord on taking possession xiv (R. Mannyng). 
B. alleviation of distress etc. xiv; release 
from occupation or duty xvi. —- AN. relef, 
(O)F. relief, f. relever (tonic stem reliev-) 
RELIEVE; for sense A cf. RELEVANT. 


relief? rilif elevation of (parts of) a design 


from a plane surface. xvii (Evelyn). -F. 
relief = It. rilievo rilje-vo, trilevo, £. rilevare 
raise; see next. Earlier treleve (B. Jonson), 
trelieve was immed. from the It. forms, 
which were also in Eng. use before relief, as 
also in alto relievo, basso relievo, mezzo 
relievo high, low, medium relief, 


RELIEVE 


relieve rilrv assist in trouble or difficulty 
XIV; ease, mitigate xv; (Sc.) release xvi; 
(after RELIEF!) release from guard or watch 
XVII; (after RELIEF?) bring into relief XVIII. 
Late ME. releve — (O)F. relever — Pr., Sp. 
relevar, It. rilevare :—- L. relevare raise again, 
succour, alleviate, f. re- RE- 7-- levare raise, 
f. levis LICHT?. 


religion rili:d3on state of life (as of monks) 
bound by vows and a rule xit; religious 
order or rule; system of faith in and worship 
of a divine power XIII; recognition of a 
divine being to whom worship is due XVI. 
—(O)F. religion = Pr., Sp. religion, It. 
religione ~ L., religió(n-), obligation (as of an 
oath), bond between man and the gods, 
scrupulousness, scruple(s), reverence for 
the gods; (in late L. from v) religious 
(monastic) life; by Cicero (‘De natura 
deorum’ 11 xxvili § 72) derived from relegere 
gather together, peruse, but elsewhere con- 
nected by him with the idea of obligation 
(e.g. religione obstringere) and more prob. to 
be derived (as by Servius, Lactantius, and 
Augustine) from religàre bind fast, f. re- 
RE- 7 -+ ligáre bind ; see LIGATURE, -ION. So 
religious rilitidgəs bound by monastic 
vows; imbued with religion XIII; pert. to 
religion XVI; sb. as pl. monks, etc. XIII, as 
sg. xiv. — OF. religious (mod. -ieux) — L. 
religiosus. religio:sirv. xiv (Wycl. Bible). 
—- L.; in more recent use perh. after F. 


relinquish  nrlrpkwif ftabandon; desist 
from Xv ; resign, surrender xvi. f. relinquiss-, 
lengthened stem of OF. relinquir = L, relin- 
quere, f. re- RE- 7 4- linquere leave ; see LEND, 
LOAN, -ISH?, 


reliquary re'likwəri vessel to contain relics. 
XVII. = (O)F. reliquaire, f. relique RELIC; see 
-ARY and cf. Sp. relicario, It. reliquiario, 
medL. reliquiàrium, -idre. 

relish re‘lif taste, flavour XVI; appetizing 
taste; liking, zest xviI. Later form of ME. 
reles taste (XIV), corr. formally to OF. veles, 
var. of relais remainder, f. relaisser leave 
behind, RELEASE, but the senses of the Eng. 
word are not recorded in OF. (taste is re- 
garded as what remains behind after eating). 
Hence re-lish vb. give a relish to; have a 
taste for XVI; have a certain taste XVII. 


reluctant ril4ktont ‘struggling, resisting 
xvir (Milton); unwilling xviir. = L. reluc- 
tant-, -dns, prp. of reluctari struggle against, 
f. re- RE- 7 + luctdri struggle; see -ANT. 
So earlier relu-ctaNcE (1641), -ANCY (1621); 
other derivs. of the L. vb. are reluct vb. 
(1526), reluctate vb. (1643), reluctation 
(1605). 


relume rilji:m relight, rekindle xvir (Sh.); 
illuminate again XVIII. f. RE- 4 + -lume of 
ILLUME, partly after F. rallumer or late L. 
relümináre. 


rely rilar Tgather together, assemble, rally 
(trans. and intr.) xiv (R. Mannyng); Trally 
to, trust, adhere, or be devoted to X1v ; de- 
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remand 


REMIND 





pend trustfully on xvi. -— OF. relier :—- L. 
religare bind closely, f. re- RE- 7+ ligdre bind; 
see LIGATURE and cf. ALLY, RALLY. Hence 
RELIABLE, RELIANCE. 


remain rimei’n be left over; continue to 


exist XIV; stay in a place xv; continue to be 
XVI. f. remain-, remein-, tonic stem of OF. 
remanoir == It. rimanere, Rum. rdmined :- 
L. remanére, f. re- RE- 7-i-manére remain (see 
MANSION); or = OF. remaindre -— Pr. re- 
manre t= Rom. *remanere, for L. remanére. 
So remain sb. remainder, relic, remaining 
member or part (now chiefly pl.). xv. Earliest 
instances Sc.; partly ~ OF. remain, f. re- 
maindre; partly immed. f. the vb. re- 
mainder rimei‘ndag (leg.) residual interest 
of an estate xv; what is left over xvi: 
(math.) xvi (Digges). - AN. remainder = 
OF. remaindre; sb. use of inf. (see -ER?). 
Cf. REMNANT. 


rimmá:nd send back xv, spec. (a 
prisoner) znto custody xvi. - medL. re- 
mandáre (in late L. send back word, repeat 
a command), f. re- RE- 2--mandáre com- 
mand, send word (see MANDATE). Hence 
rema:nd sb. xvirr. 





remanet re:monot remainder xvi; (leg.) 


cause of which the hearing is postponed 
XVIII. L., ‘there or it remains’, 3rd sg. pres. 
ind. of remanére REMAIN. 


remark rima-ak distinguish, point out; 


take notice of ; utter as an observation. XVII. 
—- F. remarquer, superseding OF. remerquier, 
-merchier, prob. after It. rimarcare ; see RE- 7, 
MARK vb. So rema'rk sb. tof (. .) remark 
worthy of (. .) notice (F. de (. .) remarque); 
(an) observation, (a) comment, xvii. - F. 
remarque, f. remarquer; cf. lt. rimarco. 
rema'rkanre. xvii. = F. remarquable. 


remedy remidi cure for disease; redress, 


relief. xii; legal redress; small margin 
within which coins as minted are allowed to 
vary from the standard xv. ~ AN. remedie 
= (O)F. reméde, Sp. remedio, It. remedio = 
L. remedium medicine, means of relief, in 
medL. concession, f. re- RE- 2, 7 4-med-, stem 
of medéri heal (see MEDICINE). So remediaL 
rimrdiol:. XVH. —late L. remedidlis. re-- 
medy vb. xv. -(O)F. remédier (whence 
also earlier tremede xiv) or late L. remediàre. 


remember rime-mbai retain in or recall to 


the memory, bear in mind (R. Mannyng); 
(arch., dial) remind (Ch.) xiv. - OF. 
remembrer = Pr., Sp. remembrar :—- late L. 
rememorári call to mind, f. re- RE- 7-]- memor 
mindful (see MEMORY). So reme:mbraANCE 
calling to mind, recollection. xu. =- OF. 
reme: mbranczxn! official responsible for 
collection of dues, etc. xv. =- AN. remem- 
brauncer. 


remind rimaind  Tremember, recollect; 


put in mind of. xvi. f. RE- 3- MIND vb., prob. 
after Trememorate (late L. rememorári 
REMEMBER), which was current at the 
time that remind first appears. Hence 
reminder’, xvii (H. More ; rare before x1x). 


REMINISCENCE 


RENDEZVOUS 





reminiscence remini-sons act or fact of 

remembering. xvi. —late L. reminiscentia 
(Tertullian), f. remtnisct remember, f. re- 
RE- 4 -+ *men- (see MIND, -ENCE); cf. (O)F. 
véminiscence. So  remüniscENT. XVIII. 
Hence by back-formation (usu. joc.) re- 
mini'sce vb. xix. 


remise romi:z coach-house ; hired carriage 
(for voiture de remise ‘carriage put under 
cover’) XVII; (fencing) second thrust made 
when the first has missed; (cards) XIX. 
— F. remise, f. remis, pp. of remettre put back 
or up, REMIT. 


remiss rimrs Tdiluted, weak, mild; slack, 
lax, loose. xv. — L. remissus, adj. use of pp. 
of remittere slacken, relax, REMIT. 


remit rimit A. forgive (sin); abstain from 
exacting (a penalty) xıv. B. give up, desist 
from xiV. C. refer for consideration, etc. 
XiV; put back, XVI; put off XVII; transmit 
xvii; D. intr. abate xvir. = L. remittere 
send back, slacken, relax, postpone, f. re- 
RE- 1, 2 + mittere put, send (see MISSION). 
Hence remittance money sent away. 
XVIII. So remi'ssioN forgiveness XIII; 
remitting (of debt, etc.) xiv; diminution of 
force xvii. - (O)JF. - L. 


remnant re-mnont (small) part remaining 
over. XIV. contr. of earlier remenant 
(c.1300) - OF. remenant, sb. use of prp. of 
remenoir, -manoir REMAIN ; See -ANT. 


remonstrate  rimo'nstreit,  re'monstreit 
Tdemonstrate xvi; Tpoint out (a fault, etc.) 
to; fraise an objection to; urge strong 
reasons against XVII. f. pp. stem of medL. 
remonstrare | demonstrate, f. re-+mõn- 
strdre show; see RE- 7, MONSTER, -ATE?. 
So remo:-nstrANCE Tappeal xv (Caxton); 
Tdemonstration xvi; formal statement of 
grievances XVII. — F. Tremonstrance (mod. 
remontrance) or medL. remonstra4 TION. 
xv (Caxton). — obs. F. or medL. 


remora re'mərə sucking-fish, Echeneis 
remora. XVt: — L. remora delay, hindrance, 
f. re- RE- 3-4- mora delay (cf. MORATORIUM); 
occurs in some texts of Pliny's 'Natural 
History’ xxxir i, where others read mora, for 
the fish called in Gr. éyevnis *hold-ship'. 


remorse rimd-1is feeling of compunction for 
wrong done. XIV (in full x. of conscience Ch. 
repr. OF. remors de conscience, medL. 
remorsus conscientia). — OF. remors (mod. 
remords) — medL. remorsus, f. remors-, pp. 
stem of L. remordére vex, torment, f. re- 
RE- 7-- mordere bite (see MORDANT, MORSEL). 


remote rimou't far apart or away. xv (rare 
before late xv1I). — L. remotus, pp. of remo- 
vere REMOVE. 


remount rimau‘nt Tset up again xiv (Ch.); 
replace on horseback xiv ; supply with fresh 
horses XVII. In early use - (O)F. remonter ; 
later in part a new formation-on RE- 4 and 
MOUNT?, 
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remove rimü'v move from the place occu- 
pied. xiv. ME. remeve, remove — OF. re- 
meuv~ and remov-, stressed and unstressed 
stems respectively of removeir (mod. re- 
mouvoir) :- L. removére; see RE- I, MOVE. 
Hence remo:-vaAL?. xvi. remove sb. 
removing, removal XVI; promotion at 
school from one division or class to another, 
(hence) title of a class or form XVIII. 


remunerate rimjü' noreit pay for services. 
XVI. f. pp. stem of L. reminerdri (later 
-are), f. re- RE- 7 -- münerare, -ári, f. müner-, 
münus gift, reward (cf. MUNIFICENT); see 
-ATE?. $o remunera' TION. xv. = F. or L. 


renaissance rínersás ‘revival of learning’ 
in Europe beginning in Italy in the 14th 
century. XIX (cited as a French term c.1840). 
~ F. renaissance (in spec. use, short for r. des 
arts, v. des lettres), £. e- RE- 2, 4-- naissance 
birth :— L. náscentia, f. násci be born (cf. 
NATION) or f. naiss-, pres. stem of naítre :- 
Rom. *n«ascere; see -ANCE. So renascENCE 
rinæ'səns rebirth, renewal XVIII; sub- 
stituted for renaissance by Matthew Arnold 
1869. f. rena:scENT XVIII = L. renāscent-, 
-éns, prp. of rendsci, Earlier Trena:scENCY 
(xvu, Evelyn, Sir T. Browne); cf. It. 
rinascenza. 


renal ri-nol pert. to the kidneys. XVII. 
—- F. rénal - late L. réndlis, f. Li. rénés REINS; 
see -AL!, 


rencounter renkau‘ntal meeting of ad- 
versaries XVI ; chance meeting xvii. —(O)F. 
rencontre (which was in Eng. use XVII-XIX), 
f. rencontrer meet (whence trencou'nter 
vb. XVI); see RE- 6, ENCOUNTER. 


rend rend pt., pp. rent tear apart (asunder). 
OE. rendan = OF ris. renda, rel. to MLG. 
rende, and perh. further to Skr. rdndhra- 
fissure, slit, split. 


render re:ndor A. trepeat, recite xIv; give 
in return (now as echo of 1 Thess. v 15, 
I Peter iii 9) XV; give back; represent, re- 
produce xvi; B. hand over, give up, sur- 
render xiv; submit (an account, etc.) xv: 
give, pay XVI; C. bring into a specified state 
xv; D. melt xiv; give a first coating of 
plaster xviir. ~(O)F. rendre, corr. to Pr. 
rendre, Sp. rendir, It. rendere += Rom. 
*rendere, alt., after prendere (sce PRISON), of 
L. reddere give back, give up, recite, represent, 
imitate, make to be or appear, f. red- RE- 1, 3 
-F-dere, as in addere ADD, édere EDIT, etc. 
q The unusual retention in Eng. of the F. 
inf. ending is paralleled in TENDER?; perh. 
the AN. infs. render and tender were taken 
over without change to avoid collision with 
REND and TEND, which would have other- 
wise resulted. 


rendezvous ro'n-, ra-n-, ra‘diva, -deivü 
place for the assembling of troops; place of 
meeting. Xvi (also randevou(s), etc.). =F. 
rendez-vous, sb. use of rendez-vous present or 
betake yourselves, imper. pl. of se rendre, 


Bb 


RENDITION 





refl. of rendre RENDER. Hence as vb. XVII. 
Q Somewhat earlier trendy, repr. F. 
rendez, which was also so used. 


rendition rendr[on surrender xvii; (now 
U.S.) translation, rendering xvir; (U.S.) 
performance XIX. -—F. trendition (cf. Sp. 
rendicion), f. rendre RENDER ; see -ITION. 


renegade re‘nigeid apostate XVI; deserter 
of a cause, etc. XVII. Anglicization of 
renegado  renigerdou (much used xvi- 
XVIII) —- Sp. renegado — medL. renegátus, sb. 
use of pp. of renegáre; see next and -ADE, 
-ADO. The medL. word is also the source of 
It. rinnegato (whence F. renégat) and 
Trenegate. xiv, later RUNAGATE. 


renegue rini-g deny, renounce; refuse 
XVI ; revoke at cards xvri. — medL. renegáre, 
f. re- RE-"7 + L. negdre DENY, f. *neg- not, as in 
L. negótium (see NEGOTIATE). Renegdre was 
repr. in OF. by reneier, whence Eng. Trenay, 
Treny XIV—-XVI. 


renew rinjü: make new, restore. xiv (Ch., 
Wycl. Bible, ''revisa), f. RE- 44- NEW, after 
earlier ME. ‘trenovel, Trenule (~ OF. 
renoveler, renuveler), 1. renovdre RENOVATE. 
Hence renew-AL?. xvil. 


rennet! re:xnit curdled milk in a calf's 
stomach, preparation used in curdling milk 
for cheese. xv. prob. south-eastern repr. 
of an OE. *rynet (f. *run- RUN) and corr. 
to (dial.) runnet (xv), to which there appears 
to have been a parallel *rynels (see -LE), 
similarly repr. by -[ren(d)lys, Trennelesse, 
trenels, dial. rendles (cf. Flem. ren-, rin-, 
yunsel, whence G. dial. ren-, runsel). C£. 
also synon. OE. rynning, dial. running (also 
cheese-running XVI), Trenning (xv), dial. 
earning (xvi), Tronnelles (xvi, rare). The 
sense is further exemplified in OE. gerinnan 
(intr.), gerennan (trans.) curdle, gerunnen 
cardd OS. girunnian (intr.), girennian 
(trans.), G. gerinnen (intr.), rennen (trans.) 
curdle. { The ordinary OE. word for 
rennet was ééselyb prob. 'plant-juice for 
cheese-making’, dial. cheslip. 


rennet? re‘nit variety of apple. xvi (reinet, 
renate, runnet). — F. reinette, also rainette, 
prob. f£. raine tree-frog (:~ L. rdna frog), the 
fruit being so named from the spotted 
markings of some varieties. Q The F. form 
is also used. 


renounce rinau’ns give up, abandon. xiv 
(Wyclif). — (O)F. renoncer, corr. to Pr., Sp. 
renunciar, It. vinunziaremL. renuntidre 
announce, proclaim, protest against, f. re- 
RE- 5 + nuntiare bring news, report; cf. 
announce, etc. So renuncia TION. Xiv. 
— (O)F. or L. 


renovate renoveit renew. XVI (with pp. 
Trenovate). f. pp. stem of L. renovare, f. re- 
RE- 2, 4 + nováre make new, f. novus NEW, 
NOVEL. So renova‘TION. xv. =F. or L. 





REPAY 


renown rinaun fact or condition of being 
widely celebrated. xiv. =- AN. renoun, 
renun, OF. renon, renom, f. renomer make 
famous, f. re- RE- 7 4- nomer name (:- L. 
nómindre NOMINATE). Hence renow-ned 
widely celebrated. xiv (Barbour); after OF. 
renomé (mod. renommé), whence ME. tre- 
nomed (X111), which this superseded ; see -Ep!. 


rent! rent tsource of income XII; frevenue ; 
Ttax; payment made by tenant to landlord 
Xil. —(OJ)F. rente = Pr. renta, renda, Sp. 
renta, It. rendita:- Rom.  *rendita, f. 
*rendere RENDER. So rent vb. Tendow xiv; 
pay rent for xvi. —(O)F. renter, f. rente. 
re:ntAL! Trent-rocll xiv; amount of rent 
XVIL. — ÀN. rental or AL. rentàále. 


rent”? rent tear in a piece of stuff. xvi 
(Coverdale). f. (dial.) rent tear, rend (xtv, 
Ch.), var. of REND based on pt., pp. rent. 


rentier ri-tiei, ||ratje one who derives his 
income from property or investments. XIX. 
F., f. rente revenue, RENT!-+ -zer -ER?. 


rep! rep textile fabric with corded surface. 
XIX. ~ F. reps (which has also been used in 
Eng.), of unkn. origin. 


rep’ rep (1) school abbrev. of REPETITION XIX; 
(2) short for repertory theatre and r. company 
XX. 


repair! ripzo:1 betake oneself, resort. xiv. 
— OF. repair(1)er (mod. repairer, repérer) i= 
late L. vepatriáre return to one's country ; 
see REPATRIATE. So repair sb.* (place of) 
resort. XIV (R. Mannyng). OF. repatre, 
repeire (mod. repaire, repère), f. repairer. 

repair? ripes's + adorn; restore to sound 
condition. xrv. —(O)F. réparer— L. repardre, 
f. re- RE- 2+ pardre make ready, put in order; 
see PARE, PREPARE. Hence repai:r sb.? act 
of restoring to sound condition, etc. xvI 
(Sh.). So reparaBLE re:p-. xvi. -F. 
reparATION reporer[on action of repairing 
XIV; amends xv. - (O)F. ~ late L. 

repand  ripe:nd (nat. hist.) undulating, 
wavy. XVIII. —- L. repandus bent backwards, 
f. re- RE- 1 4- pbandus bent, pandere spread. 


repartee repàiti' ready reply, quick retort. 
xvii. —(O)F. repartie, sb. use of fem. pp. 
of repartir set out again, reply readily, f. 
re- RE- 4-++-partir PART. 


repast ripa-st (quantity of food and drink 
for) a meal. xiv. — OF. repast (mod. repas), 
f. repaistre, mod. repaítre (:—-late L. ve- 
pascere), after OF. past (:- L. pastus fodder, 
food); see RE- 7, PASTURE. 


repatriate ripz-trieit, -pei'- restore to his 
own country. XVII. f. pp. stem of late L. 
repatridre go back home, in medL. causa- 
tive, f. ve- RE- 24- patria native land, sb. use 
(sc. terra land) of patrius, f. pater FATHER ; see 
PATRIOT, -ATE?. So re:patriA-TION. XVI. 
—- medL. 


repay riper pay back or in return. xvi. 
— OF. repaier; see RE- 2, PAY. So repay:- 
MENT. XIV. 
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REPEAL 


repeal ripi-] revoke, rescind. xiv. —AN. 
repeler, for OF. rapeler (mod. rappeler), f. 
re- RE- 5+appeler APPEAL. So repea'lsb. xv 
(Caxton). — AN. repel, f. repeler. 


repeat ripit A. say again XIV; say over, 

recite; say after another xvi; B. return to, 
undergo again xv; do or perform again XVI. 
Late ME. repete - (O)F. répéter - L. re- 
petere, f. re- RE- 4 -}- petere (see PETITION). 
Hence sb. Trepeated word(s), refrain xv; 
repetition Xvi. So repetiriow repiti fən. 
xvi. -(O)F. or L. repetiriOUS repiti:fos 
tiresomely iterative. XVII. repetitivE ri- 
pe'titiv. XIX. 


repel ripe drive, force, or turn back. xv. 
— L. repellere, f£. re- REg- 1-- pellere drive (cf. 
COMPEL, IMPEL). So repe llENT. xvir. 


repent ripe-nt refl. and intr. feel contrition 
for xui (S. Eng. Leg.); be sorry for xiv. 
= (O)F. repentir, f. re- RE- 7 -- OF. pentir :- 
Rom. *pamntire for L. pamtére (see 
PENITENT). So repe'ntaANT XIII; -ANCE XIV; 
-(O)F. Q The native word is RUE?. 


repercussion ripoika‘fan repulsion, re- 
pulse, recoil; reverberation. xvi. —(O)F. or 
L.; see RE- 1, 4, PERCUSSION. So reper- 
CU'SSIVE (med.) repellent. xıv. €f Douglas 
(1501) uses pp. repercus[si]t of an echo. 


repertory re'paərtəri tindex, list; store- 
house, repository XVI; (after F. répertoire) 
stock of dramatic pieces xix. — late L. reper- 
torium, f. repert-, pp. stem of L. reperire find, 
f. re- RE- 7+ *per-, base of experiri (see 
EXPERT), periculum PERIL ; see -ORY!., 


repine ripain feel or show discontent. XVI. 
f. RE--+ PINE’, after repent. 


replace riplei-s restore to a former place xvi 
(Daniel); fill the place of xviit. f. RE- 2+ 
PLACE vb., prob. after F. remplacer (1549). 


replenish riple-nif A. (obs. or arch.) fill or 
stock abundantly xiv (Rolle); B. fill up 
again XVII (Drayton), f. repleniss-, lengthened 
stem of OF. replenir, f. re- RE- 4, 7 +plenir 
(whence plenish, chiefly Sc., xv), f. plein = 
L. plénu-s FULL; see -ISH?. 


replete ripli:t filled. xiv (Ch., Wycl. Bible). 
— (O)F. replet, fem. -éte, or L. replétus, pp. 
of replére fill (see FULL). So reple-TIon. 
xIv (Ch., T'revisa). —(O)F. or late L. 


replevin riple:vin (writ for) recovery by 

a person of goods or chattels taken from 
him. xv. — AN. replevin, f£. OF. replevir 
recover (whence reple-vy xv1), f. re- RE- 24- 
plevir - Germ. *plegjan PLEDGE. 


replica re:pliko reproduction of a work of 
art. XIX. — It. replica, f. replicare REPLY. 


replication replikerfíon reply, rejoinder. 
XIV (Ch.). —- OF. replicacion - L. replicá- 
tio(n-) folding back, repetition, legal reply, 
f. pp. stem of rveplicdre unfold, reflect on, 
reply, f. re- RE- 1, 4-++-plicdre fold (see PLY). 
So reply riplar answer, respond. XIV 


REPRIEVE 


(Ch.). - OF. replier turn back, reply (in 
this sense repl. by repliquer) :- L. replicare. 
Hence reply: sb. xvi. 


report ripo't rumour XIV (Ch.); account 
of a matter XV; Tmusical response, note; 
resounding noise xvi. = OF. report, f. re- 
porter :— L. reportdre carry back, bear away 
(spec. an account), f. re~ RE~ I -+ portdre carry 
(see FARE). So repo'rt vb. relate. xiv (Ch.); 
etc. — OF. reporter. repo-rter® xiv (spec. 
of legal cases, etc. xvir). — OF. reporteur. 
€ The prominent uses corr. to those of 
OF. raporter (mod. rapporter), f. re-+ 
aporter :—- L. adportáre. 


repose! ripou'z Treplace xv; place (trust, 
etc.) in XVI. f. RE- 2-]- POSE!, after L. repónere 
replace, restore, store up, lay aside or to rest, 
r. re- 3- bónere place (see POSITION). 


repose? ripouz rest, trans. XV, intr. XVI. 
—(O)F. reposer, earlier repauser — Pr. re- 
pausar, Sp. reposar, It. riposare :- late L. 
repausáre, f. re- RE- 7-+pausdre PAUSE. So 
repose sb. rest. xvi. f. the vb. or - (O)F. 
repos (corr. to Pr. repaus, etc.), f. reposer. 


repository ripo'zitori vessel or chamber for 

storage of things xv (Caxton); storehouse 
(füg.) xvii; warehouse, mart xvin. -— F. 
Trepositoire or L. reposttorium, f. reposit-, 
pp. stem of repónere; see REPOSE!, -ORY!. 


repoussé ropü'sei beaten into relief. xix. 
—F., pp. of repousser, f. re- RE- 7-- pousser 
PUSH. 


reprehend repriheynd reprove, censure. 
xIV (Rolle). — L. reprehendere, f. re- RE- 7 4- 
prehendere seize(cf. GET). Soreprehe-nsiB.e. 
xiv (Wycl. Bible). -late L. ; reprehe-nsion. 


xiv (Ch.). - L.; cf. (O)F. répréhensible, 
repréhension. 
represent  reprize:nt  Tbring into one's 


presence (Wyclif); bring before the mind 
(Barbour); display tothe eye (Maund.); sym- 
bolize (Wyclif) xiv; stand in place of xv 
(speak for, as in parliament xvir, Crom- 
well). —- (O)F. représenter or L. reprasentare, 
f. re- RE- 7 4- prassentàre PRESENT. So re:pre- 
sentA'TION Tpresence, Tappearance, like- 
ness XV (Caxton); presentation to the eye, 
mind, etc. xvi. - (O)F. or L. represe-nta- 
TIVE adj. xiv (Usk); sb. xvi1 (Clarendon). 
- (O)F. or medL. 


repress ripre’s restrain, suppress, reduce. 
xiv (Ch., Gower). f. repress-, pp. stem of L. 
reprimere; see RE- 3, PRESS. So repre-ssION. 
XIV (Ch.; thereafter not before xvi) - 
late L., so in F. (xv). 


reprieve ripri-v Tsend back fo prison; 
Tpostpone; delay the punishment of. XVI. 
First in pp. reprived, for earlier repryed (to 
prison) =- AN., OF. repris, pp. of reprendre, 
f. re- RE- 1, etc. + prendre take (see PRISON). 
The change of repry to reprive, and hence 
to repre(e)ve, reprieve, is unexplained. Hence 
reprie:ve sb. xvi (Sh.), reprie-vaL?. xvi 
(repriuall, Sidncy). 
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REPRIMAND 


reprimand reprimand sharp rebuke. 
xvn. —F. réprimande, t-ende~- Sp. repri- 
menda — L. reprimenda, n.pl. of gerundive 
of reprimere REPRESS. So vb. xvi. =F. 
réprimander, f. the sb. 
reprisal ripraizol seizing of property in 
retaliation or by way of indemnity xv ; (esp. 
pl.) act of retaliation in warfare xvii. 
~ AN. reprisaille (xX1v) - medL. veprzsaliz, 
-dlia (x11), contr. of repree(h)énsdliw, -ia 
(whence also F. représaille, It. rappresaglia), 
f. reprzhéns-, pp. stem of L. reprahendere, 
f. re- RE- 2, 5+præhendere take (cf. GET); 
see -AL?, 
reproach riprou't{ cast up (a thing) against 
a person XV (Caxton); upbraid xvr. = OF 
reprochier (mod. reprocher) = Pr. reprop- 
char, Sp. reprochar, lt. rimprocciare :- Rom. 
*repropidre ‘bring back near’, f. ve-, RE- 
I, 6+prope near (see PROXIMATE). So 
reproa:ch sb. xv (Lydg.). - (O)F. reproche 
(corr. to Pr. repropche, etc.), f. the vb. 
(Earlier rare adoptions of these words are 
treproce,  Trepruce (XIV) - AN. reproce, 
repruce, -er.) 


reprobate re-prébeit rejected by God; of 

abandoned character xvi; also sb. xvi. 
- late L. reprobdius, pp. of reprobdre dis- 
approve, f. re- RE- 5 + probdre approve, 
PROVE. (The currency is largely due to 
biblical usage, Vulg. reprobatus and A.V. 
reprobate rendering Gr. ddéxysos not ap- 
proved, not what one ought to be, esp. 
morally ; see e.g. Rom. i. 28, 2 Cor. xiii. 5-7, 
2 Tim. iii. 8, Tit. i. 16.) So re-probate vb. 
disapprove of xv; reject, cast off xvi. f. 
pp. stem of L. reprobáre; see -ATE?. repro- 
bation. xv. — (O)F. or late L. 


reproduce riprodjü:s create anew XVII 
(Cotgr.); repeat in a copy, etc. XIX. f. RE- 
4+PRODUCE vb., after F. reproduire. So 
reprodu-crrON. xvii (Pearson); after 
production. 


reproof riprū'f tshame; tinsult (Rolle); 
censure, XIV. ME. reproce, reprof(e) - OF. 
reprove, $. reprover — late L. reprobdre; cf. 
PROOF, REPROBATE. So reprove riprū'v 
Treject; censure; reprehend. xiv. - OF. 
reprover (mod. réprouver). 


reptile re-ptail creeping animal x1v (Gower; 
rare before xvir); mean person XVIII. 
-(O)F. reptile or late L. (Vulg.) reptile, n. 
of late L. reptilis, f. rept-, pp. stem of repere 
creep, crawl (with Lett. and Lith. cogns.); 
see -ILE. Also adj. xvi. So reptilian 
reptilian, f. repti-l14? (zool.) xvi. 


republic ripa-blik +state, common weal; 
state in which the supreme power resides in 
the people (Bacon, Clarendon). XVIL =F. 
république — L.. véspublica, f. rës affair, thing 
(see REAL!) -- fem. of publicus PUBLIC. 
Hence repu: blicax Tpert. to the common- 
wealth; pert. to (sb. advocate of) a republic 
XviI (earlier trepublical); partly after FP. 
républicain (D' Aubigné xv1); whence repu-b- 
licanisM. xvii; so F. (xvirri).. 


REREMOUSE 


repudiate ripji-dieit put away (a wife); 
reject xvI; (orig. U.S.) refuse to acknow~ 
ledge (a debt, etc.) xix. f. pp. stem of L. 
repudiare, £. repudium divorce, perh. rel. to 
ped-, pés FOOT, as if 'spurn with the foot’; 
see -ATE?. So repudia TioN. xvi. -L. 
TRepudy sb. and vb. show earlier adoption 
XV. 


repugnant ripa'gnont contrary or contra- 
dictory £o xiv (Usk); distasteful žo XVIII. 
~ F. répugnant or L. repugnant-, -àns, prp. 
of repugndre (whence repugn ripjū'n be 
contrary, oppose XIV), f. re- RE- 6-- pugnare 
fight (cf. PUGNACIOUS, IMPUGN); see -ANT. 


repulse ripa-ls driving back; refusal, re- 
jection. XVI. — L. repulsus, repulsa, f. pp. 
stem of repellere REPEL. So vb. xvi; repu-1- 
SION ‘repudiation xv; act of repelling XVI; 
feeling of being repelled xviir. — late L.; 
cf. F. répulsion. repu'lsive. xvi. —(O)F. 
répulsif, -ive, or £. repulse vb. 


reputation repjuteríon Topinion, estima- 
tion (Wycl.); +general estimate (Ch.); high 
esteem or credit. xiv. —L. reputaátió(n-) 
computation, consideration, f. reputdre, f. 
re- RE- 7-++ putdre reckon (see PUTATIVE); see 
-ATION. Cf. F. réputation. So repute ripjü't 
consider, esteem. xv. — (O)F. réputer or L. 
reputáre. Hence repu-te Testimate ; reputa- 
tion (in neutral sense) xvi; (in favourable 
sense) XVII. 


request rikwe:st act of asking. xiv. — OF. 
requeste = Pr. Sp. riquesta, lt. richiesta 
:- Rom. *requzsita, sb. use of fem. pp. of 
L. requzrere REQUIRE. So vb. xvi. f. the sb. 
or — OF. requester, f. requeste. 


requiem re-kwiom, ri:Ó- Mass for the de- 
parted. xiv (R. Mannyng). — L. requiem, 
acc. of requiés rest, first word of the introit 
of the Mass, 'Requiem sternam dona eis, 
Domine' Rest eternal grant unto them, O 
Lord; see RE- 7, QUIET. 


require rikwaio:r ask, esp. authoritatively 
or imperatively. xiv. ME. requere, require 
~ OF. requer-, requier-, stem of requere 
(now refash, requérir) == Pr. requerre, Sp. 
requerir, It. richiedere :- Rom. *requazrere, 
for L. requirere, f. re- RE-7 + quærere seek, ask. 
Cf., for assim. of sp. to the I. form, ACQUIRE, 
INQUIRE. So requisite re-kwizit required, 
necessary XV; sb. XVIIL. ~ L. requisitus, pp. 
of requirere search for, pass. be necessary. 
requisi-TION. xvi. —(O)F. or L. Hence 
vb. xix (Carlyle); after F. réquisitionner. 
requite rikwait make return for. XVI. 
f. RE- 7 + quite, var. of quir*, Hence 
requi'taL*. xvi. 


reredos rioudos ornamental screen at the 
back of an altar; (hist.) back of a fireplace. 
xiv. — AN. *reredos, aphetic of OF. areredos, 
f. arere back (see ARREAR, REAR~)-}+ dos back 
(cf. poss, DossaL). Disused after ¢.1550, 
until revived c.1835. 


reremouse, rereward see REARMOUSE, 
REARGUARD. 
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RESCIND 
rescind risitnd ftake away, remove; 
abrogate, cancel. xvir. = L. rescindere, f. 
re- RE- 7-+scindere cut or tear asunder (see 
SCISSION, SCISSORS), 


rescript ri-skript decretal epistle from the 
Pope in reply to a question referred ; edict, 
decree. XVI. = L. rescriptum imperial de- 
cision, sb. use of n. of pp. rescriptus of 
rescrībere reply in writing to a petition, 
etc., f. re- RE- 1 +scrībere write (see SCRIPT). 


rescue re'skju deliver from attack, siege, or 
harm. xiv. ME. rescowe, reskewe — rescou-, 
reskeu-, stem of OF. rescoure, reskeure 
(mod. recourre) — It. riscuotere recover 
(money) :- Rom. *reexcutere, f. re- RE- 7 -+ 
excutere shake out, discard, f. ex EX-! + 
quatere shake (see QUASH). Hence re:scue 
vb. xiv. The contemp. syn. trescous (— OF. 
rescousse, f. rescourre) survived in legal sense 
‘forcible recovery’ till xvir. 


research ris3ut[ intensive searching xvi; 
investigation directed towards discovery 
xvi. — OF. vecerche (now recherche). So 
vb. xvi.—- OF. recercher — It. ricercare. 
See RE- 7, SEARCH. 


reseda risido genus of plants including 
mignonette. xvin. — L. reséda, according 
to Pliny, f. imper. of resédàre assuage, allay 
(see SEDATIVE), the formula resédd morbis 
‘assuage diseases’ having been used as a 
charm when applying the plant to the 
reduction of tumours. 


resemble rize-mbl be like (Ayenbite); 

Tcompare xiv (PP1). — OF. resezibler (mod. 
ressembler), f. re- RE- 7 -- sembler seem :- L. 
similare, f. similis like (cf. SIMILITUDE). So 
rese-mblaNce. xiv (Gower). =- AN. re- 
semblance. 


resent rize'nt orig. trefl. feel pain; show 
strong feeling; trans. T feel deeply or pain- 
fully; feel oneself injured by, show dis- 
pleasure at. XVII. (Several other uses, now 
obs., were current XVII-XVIII.) ~ F. tresentir, 
now ressentir (in refi. use xvi; so It. 
risentirsi), f. re- RE~ 7-+sentir feel (see SEN- 
TIENT). So rese'ntMENT. XVII (fresenti- 
ment somewhat earlier xvi). - F. tresenti- 
ment, now ress- ; cf., It. risentimento. 


reserve rizé-1v keep for future use; keep 
or set apart. XIV (pp. reserved as adj. XVII). 
— (O)F. réserver - L.. reserváre, f. re- RE- 1+ 
serváre keep, save; cf. CONSERVE, PRESERVE. 
Hence rese:rve sb. A. something reserved ; 
mil, pl. and sg. force(s) kept in r. xvi: 
(whence rese‘rvist) after F.; B. self-re- 
straint XVII. So reservaATION rezo.vei:fon. 
xıv. — (O)F. or late L. 


reservoir re-zo1vwa1 capacious receptacle 
for storage, also fig. xvir (Temple, Addi- 
son); reserve supply (Cowper). — F. réser- 
voir, f. réserver RESERVE 4- -oir — ORY!, 


reside rizard ftake up one’s abode xv; 
dwell permanently xvi; be vested or in- 
herent i» XVII. prob. orig. back-formation 
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RESOLUTE 





from resident, but later infl. immed. by F. 
résider and L. residére. So re:sidENCE act or 
fact of residing xiv (Ch., Wycl.); place of 
residence xvi. — (O)F. or medL.; cf. Pr. 
residensa, It. residenza, etc. residENT 
re:zidont residing xiv (Wycl. Bible); sb. 
Xv. — (OJF. résident or L. resident, -éns, prp. 
of residere remain behind, rest, f. re- RE- 1+ 
sedére settle, srr. reside: ntianvy one bound 
to official residence xvr ; adj. xvir. —- medL. 


residue re:zidju that which is left. xiv 


(PPL, Wycl. Bible). -(O)F. résidu - L. 
residuum, sb. use of n. of residuus re- 
maining, f. residére remain, RESIDE; see 
-uous. Hence residuaAL' rizi-djual. xvi 
(Billingsley); cf. F. résiduel, It. residuale. 
residuum residue, remains. XVII. L. 


resign rizarn give up, surrender, abandon 


XiV (Ch., Wyclif); intr. xv. — (O)F. résigner, 
corr. to Sp. resignar, It. rissegnare. = L. re- 
signáre unseal, cancel, give up, f. re- RE- 2+ 
signdre SIGN. So resigma‘TION rezig-. XIV 
(Trevisa). - (O)F. - medL. 


resile rizail draw back, shrink, recoil. xvi. 


=- F. tresilir or L. resilire leap back, recoil, 
f. re- RE-1 + salire leap (see SALIENT). So 
resiliENT rizi-liont returning to the original 
position. XVIIL ~ L. resilient- prp. resi'li- 
ENCE. XVII (Bacon). 


resin, rosin re-zin, ro-zin adhesive substance 


secreted by plants. xiv. Late ME. recyn, 
resyn, rosyn (Wycl. Bible), rosine (Gower). 
- L. resina (whence Pr. rezina, F. résine xv, 
etc.) and medL. rosina (cf. OF. poix roisine 
Xil) prob. collateral adoption, with Gr. 
rhétíné, from some non-IE. source. The 
medL. rosina is of unkn. origin ; other Eng. 
vars. were tvosil (xv), roset Sc. (xvi); cf. 
AL. rosetum (xv). So re:sinous, Tro:sin- 
OUS. XVII. = F. résineux — L. resīinõsus. 


resipiscence resipisons acknowledgement 


of error, return to a better opinion. XVI 
(after long desuetude revived xix) - F. 
résipiscence or late L. resipiscentia, f. resi- 
piscere come to oneself again, f. re- - sapere 
know ; see RE- 4, SAPIENT, -ENCE. 


resist rizrst withstand the action of. XIV 


(Ch.). - (O)F. résister or L. resistere, f. re- 
RE- 6 + sistere stop, redupl. formation on 
stáre STAND. So resistANCE. Xv. -F. 
résistance, later form of tresistence (whence 
Tresi«steENCE xiv Ch.) -= late L. 


resolute re-zaliit jTdeterminate, absolute; 


of fixed resolve. xvi (earlier uses xv were 
sporadic). — L. resolütus, pp. of resolvere. 
So resoluriON rezolü-fon dissolution; 
resolving into components xiv (Wycl. 
Bible); decision, determination xvi. — L. 
noun of action f. L. and CRom. resolvere 
(f. re- RE- 7 4- solvere SOLVE), whence resolve 
rizo'v Tdissolve (trans. and intr.) xiv (Ch., 
Trevisa); fsoften, slacken xv; separate 
into; answer; solve; determine; Tassure 
XVI; hence sb. xvi (Sh.). 


RESONANCE 


REST-HARROW 





resonance  re'zonons reinforcement of 
sound. xv (Caxton). =F. treson(n)ance 
(mod. résonnance) — L. resonantia echo 
(Vitruvius), f. prp. stem of resonáre RESOUND. 
So re:ssonaANT. XVI. - (OJ)F. résonnant. 


resort rizo'ut Treturn, revert XIV; betake 
oneself, repair or proceed to xv. ~(O)F. 
resortir (mod. ressortir), f. re- RE- 4-+sortir 
go out, of unkn. origin. So sb. that to 
which one resorts. Xiv (Ch.) - (O)F. ressort, 
f. the vb. 


resound rizaund ring with some sound xiv 
(Ch.); make an echoing sound ; (arch.) pro- 
claim, celebrate; (poet.) re-echo xvr. Late 
ME. resoune, f. re- RE- 7 + soune SOUND? 
vb., after OF. resoner or L. resonáre (cf. 
RESONANCE). 


resource riss means of supplying a 
want (Cotgr.); possibility of aid; expedient, 
device (Dryden). xvii = F. ressource, 
T-ourse, sb. use of fem. pp. of OF. (dial) 
resourdre rise again, recover :— L. resurgere 
(see RESURRECTION), 


respect rispe:kt relation, reference xiv (Ch., 

Trevisa); relationship xv; discriminating 
regard (Prov. xxiv 23), deferential regard 
XVI. —(OJF. respect (corr. to Sp. respeto, 
It. rispetto) or L. respectus, f. pp. stem of 
resbicere look (back) at, regard, consider, 
f. re- RE- 1 d-specere look (cf. AsPECT). So 
respe:ct vb. regard (also in various obs. 
senses); refer or relate to (in prp. respecting 
passing into prep. XVIII). XVI. f. respect-, 
pp. stem of L. respicere, or its frequent deriv. 
respectãre. In prp. respecting passing into 
prep. XVIII. So respe‘ctaBLe. xvi; cf. F. 
respectable, etc. respe-ctrve. xvi. F. or 
medL. Cf. RESPITE. 


respire rispaio-i T(rare) come up to breathe 
XIV (Usk); breathe again, recover xv; 
breathe (trans. and intr.) xvi. —(O)F. 
respirer or L. respirdre, f. re- RE- 4-spirdre 
breathe; see sPIRIT and cf. ASPIRE, CON- 
SPIRE. So respira: TION. xv (Lydg.) - F. 
or L. re'spirATOR. XVIII; so F. respirateur. 


response  rispo:mns answer, reply xiv; 
(liturg.) verse corresponding to a versicle 
xviI (earlier, responsory xv). ME. respons 
(not continuous with OE. respons). — OF. 
respons (mod. répons) or response (mod. 
réponse) or L. responsum (pl. -a), f. pp. of 
respondére. respo’nSIBLE Tcorresponding to 
xvi (B. Jonson); answerable to another for 
something; reliable xvii. — F. Tresponsible. 
responsION rispo:nfon Tsum to be paid xv; 
t+response xvI; (Oxford Univ.) first exa- 
mination for the B.A. degree (in which the 
candidates ‘responderunt in Parviso’). re- 
Spo-nsivE responding, corresponding. XVI. 
- F. responsif, -ive, or late L. respo-nsony! 
(liturg.) anthem to be recited antiphonally 
after a lesson. xv. — late L. responsõrium. 


rest! rest A. relief from activity by sleep, 


intermission of labour, repose of body or 
mind OE.; repose of death xiv (Wycl. 
Bible); (mus.) xvr. B. (from the vb). sup- 
port for a fire-arm XVI; gen. support XVII. 
OE. rest, rest repose, bed, corr. to OF ris. 
rasta in rastelik restful, OS. rasta place of 
rest, OHG. rasta rest, league (G. rast), ON. 
rost, Goth. rasta mile (as a distance after 
which one rests); on another grade are 
based MLG. roste, ruste (whence G. rüste), 
MDou. ruste. Further connexions have been 
seen in OE. zrn, ren dwelling (cf. BARN) — 
Goth. razn, and Olr. árus (:— *adrostu-) 
dwelling-place. So rest vb. take or be at 
rest; remain OE.; give rest to xm. OE. 
ræstan, restan = OFris. resta, OHG. resten, 
rastõn (G. rasten), and (M)Du. rusten. 
Hence re-strUL!. xiv. re:stLEss. OE. rest- 
léas ; cf. G. rastlos, Du. rusteloos. 


rest? rest Tremainder, reronant; Tsum re- 


maining over (xv; reserve fund of a bank 
XIX) ; remaining part, number, members Xv1; 
in primero, stakes kept in reserve, freq. in 
allusive phr. for venture, resolution, stay, 
residence xvI. — (O)F. reste, f. rester, whence 
rest vb.? remain so-and-so. corr. to Sp., 
Pg. restar, Yt. restare, ristare —- L. restare, 
f. re- RE- 1--stdre STAND. 


respite re-spit delay or extension of time | rest? rest in mediæval armour, contrivance 


xiii (S. Eng. Leg.); temporary cessation of 
labour, etc. xiv. — OF. respit (mod. répit) = 
Pr. respieit :— L. respectus RESPECT. So 
re‘spite vb. grant respite to or delay of. 
xiv (Ch., Gower). - OF. respitier = L. 
respectáre. 


resplendent risple:ndont shining, brilliant. 
XV. — L. resplendent-, -éns, prp. of resplen- 
dére, f. re- RE- 7 -- splendére shine; see 
SPLENDID, -ENT. 


respond rispo:nd (liturg.) responsory xiv; 
response to a versicle xvi. —- OF. respond, f. 


fixed to the cuirass to receive the butt-end 
ofalance. xiv. Aphetic of ARREST sb. ; cf. 
It. resta, Pg. reste, riste, Sp., Pg. ristre 
(hence enristrar put the lance in rest). 


restaurant restora establishment for the 


provision of refreshments or meals. XIX. 
— F. restaurant, sb. use (1765; earlier in the 
sense ‘restorative’, La Fontaine) of prp. of 
restaurer RESTORE; See -ANT. So restaura- 
teur restorat61 keeper of a restaurant 
XVIII; restaurant xIx (somewhat earlier 
than restaurant). — F. 


respondre (mod. répondre) — Pr. respondre, | rest-harrow  re-sthe:rou field shrub, 


etc. :- Rom. *respondere, for L. respondére 
answer to an engagement, f. re- RE- 4 -- 
spondére make a solemn engagement (sce 
SPONSOR). So respo‘nd vb. answer. xvi. 
— L. respondére. respo:ndEeNT one who 
defends a thesis; (leg.) defendant. xvi. 
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Ononis arvensis, with tough roots. XVI. 
expl. by early writers to mean ‘plant that 
arrests the harrow’ (f. aphetic form of 
ARREST) and so hinders the labourer; cf. OF. 
resteboef ‘stop-ox’, whence medL. resta 
bovis. 


RESTITUTION 


restitution  restitjü-Jon action of giving 
back x111 (Cursor M.) ; restoration toa former 
state XIV (Trevisa, Wycl. Bible); tendency 
to resume a previous position XVII (Boyle). 
-(O)F. restitution or L. restitūtio(n-), f. 
restituere restore, f. re- RE- 4. statuere set up, 
establish ; see STATUTE, -TION. 


restive re'stiv Tinactive, inert xvr; Tob- 
stinate in opinion or action ; (of horses) re- 
fusing to move or follow a course XVII. 
Later form (by assim. to -ivE) of trestif xv. 
- OF. restif (mod. rétif) = Pr. restiu, It. 
restio :- Rom. *restious ‘inclined to remain 
stationary’, f. restare REST vb.? Q With 
dial. var. resty (XVI) cf. HARDY, JOLLY, 
TESTY. 


restore ristoóo:i give back; build up again; 
reinstate ; renew, re-establish xir1 (RGlouc., 
Cursor M.); bring back to an earlier con- 
dition xiv (R. Mannyng). = OF. restorer 
(mod. restaurer) — It. ristorare = L. restau- 
ráre (whence also Sp. restaurar, It. restau- 
rare); see RE- 2, STORE vb. So restorATION 
restorei‘fan action of restoring xvii; (R-) 
re-establishment of the monarchy in Eng- 
land in 1660 xvii. Later form (assim. to the 
vb.) of restauration (x1v) - (O)F. or late L. 
resto:rativE adj. and sb. xiv. Var. of 
trestaurative (xIv, Gower, Trevisa) - OF. 
restauratif, -1ve. 


restrain ristreitn put a check on, restrict. 
xiv. ME. restreyne, restrayne- OF. re- 
strei(g)n-, -ai(g)n-, pres. stem of restreindre, 
restraindre == Pr. restrenher, Cat. restrenyer, 
It. vistringere :—- L. restringere bind fast, 
confine, f. re- RE- 24- stringere draw tight (see 
STRAIN, STRICT). Sorestrai:nt. xv. - (O)F. 
restreinte, f. pp. of restreindre. restrict 
ristr-kt confine within limits. xvi (Lynde- 
say). f. restrict-, pp. stem of L. restringere. 
(Stigmatized by Johnson as ‘a word scarce 
English’ and included by Beattie in his 
'Scotticisms', 1787.) restri;cTION. XV 
(Hoccleve). restri-ctivE. xiv (Maund.). 
~ (O)F. or late L. 


result riza'lt arise as a consequence or 
effect. xv. — medL. (AL.) resultdre (whence 
also F. résulter, etc.), fig. use of L. resultdre 
spring back, reverberate, re-echo, f. re- 
RE- 7 -+ saltdre leap (see SALTATION). Hence 
result sb. (now U.S.) decision, resolution ; 
effect, consequence of action, etc. XVII; 
cf. Sp., Pg. resulta. (TResultance, Tre- 
sultancy were in use somewhat earlier; 
medL. had resultdtum, whence F. résultat, 
It. risultato.) So resultant tshining by 
reflection; resulting xvir; sb. tmathe- 
matical result xv ; composite effect of forces 
XIX. prp. of the L. vb. 


resume rizjü'm take up, or back, or to one- 
self again. xv. -—(O)F. résumer or L. 
restimere (whence also Sp. resumir, It. 
risumere), f. re- RE- 2 -- sümere take (cf. 
ASSUME). So resumpTION riz4:mP[on xv. 
-(O)F. or late L. résumé re'zjümei, rei- 
summary, XIX, F.,sb. use of pp. of résumer. 
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resurge 


resuscitate 


retaliate 


RETALIATE 













risà:id3 rise again. XVIL =L. 
resurgere; see RE- 4, SURGE vb. So resu-r- 
ENT. XVIII. 


resurrection rezore'kfon rising again of 


Jesus Christ from the dead or of all men at 
the Last Day. xii. —(OJF. résurrection = 
late L. resurréctio(n-), f. pp. stem of L. 
resurgere; see prec. and -TION; in ChrL. 
rendering Gr. dvdoracts. Hence, by back- 
formation, resurre’ct vb. XVIII. 


risa'siteit restore to life or 
consciousness. XVI (More). f. pp. stem of 
L. resuscitdre, f. re-+-suscitdre raise, revive, 
f. sus- SUB- + citdre put in motion, excite; 
See RE- 2, SUB-, CITE, -ATE®, Superseded Fre- 
suscite (XIV-XVI) — (O)F. ressusciter or L. 
So resuscita‘TION. xvi. — late L. 


ret ret soak (flax, etc.) in water. xv (Promp. 


Parv.). The E. Anglian forms reten, retten 
corr. to MDu. reeten, (also mod.) reten; but 
the north. forms rayte, rate point to an ON. 
*reyta (repr. by Norw. røyta, Sw. röta, 
Da. röde), corr. to MLG. réten, MDu. 
rooten, roten (Du. roten; dial. also réten, 
reuten), MUG. régen, rozen (G. rösten); 
rel. to ROT. 


retable ri-teibl reredos; shelf or ledge at 


the back of an altar. xix. — F. rétable, retable 
— Sp. retablo (Pg. retabolo) - medL. *reta- 
bulum, for retrotabulum (xrit) ‘structure at 
the back of an altar-table' (cf, Pr. reiretaule), 
f. L. retr RETRO-, REAR- + tabula TABLE.! 


retail riteil the sale of (commodities) in 


small quantities xiv; attrib. xvi. — AN. 
*yetaille (AL. retallia, also in phr. ad 
retalliam vendere sel by retail X1v), spec. use 
of OF. retaile piece cut off, shred, f. 
retaillier, f. vre-, RE- 7 + tailler cut (see 
TAILOR). @ This use, which is not in F. or 
Sp., is prob. of It. origin (cf. medL. retatdre, 
retagliátor, repr. It. ritagliare retail, ritaglia- 
tore retailer; so It. ritaglio, Pg. retalho, 
retalhar, retalhiste)}. So retail vb. sell by 
retail xrv; recount xvi (Sh.). re:tailEn!. xv. 


retain riter'n Trestrain xiv (Ch.) ; keep hold 


or possession of, keep in one's service; 
keep in mind xv; keep attached to one xvi. 
— AN. retei(g)n-, repr. tonic stem of OF. 
retenir = Pr., Sp. retener, Pg. reter, It. 
retinere s~ Rom. *retenēre, for L. retinére, 
f. re~ RE~ 3 -+ tenére hold (see TENABLE and 
cf. CONTAIN, etc.). retai:nErR® (authorization 
of) retaining for oneself xv; fee for retaining 
a  barristers services XIX. retai-nrR! 
maintainer, preserver; dependant on a 
person of rank. Xvi (earlier -our -- -oR!). 
So retenTION. XIV. -(OJ)F. or L. re- 
te-ntive. xiv. - (O)F. or medL. 


ritæ'lieit repay in kind. xvii. 
f. pp. stem of L. retalidre, f. re- RE-+ 
tális of such a kind, f. demons. base *to (see 
THAT, THE) 4- -dlis -AL! (cf. quális of what 
kind); see -ATE*, So retalia‘TION. XVI, 
reta‘lintory®. xrx. 


RETARD 


retard rità'uid keep back, delay. xv (Cax- 
ton). —(O)F. retarder = Sp. retardar, It. 
retardare :— L. retardáre f. re- RE- 3-- tardus 
slow (see TARDY). So retarda-TION ri-. XV 
(Lydg.). -(O)F. or L. 


retch retf, ritf hawk in the throat xvi; 
make efforts to vomit XIX. var. of REACH®, 


reticence re‘tisons maintenance of silence. 

XVII (rare before c.1830, being repr. by 
reticency).. — L. reticentia, f. reticére keep 
silence, f. re- RE- 7 4- tacére be silent (see 
TACIT); cf. F. reticence, etc. So re'ticENT. 
XIX. — L. reticent-, -éns. 


reticular riti:kjülor resembling or con- 
structed like a net. xvi. - modL. réticuldris, 
f. L. réticulum RETICULE ; see -AR and cf. F. 
réticulaire (XVII). So reti:culaTE?.. xvir. 
~ L.; so reti-culatep!, XVIII. 


reticule re-tikjal reticulate structure used 
in a microscope XVIII; small bag used as 
a pocket or workbag xrx (c.1825 ; somewhat 
earlier ridicule) — F. réticule - L. réticulum 
network bag, omentum (mod. anat. second 
stomach of a ruminant xvii), dim. of réte 
net; see -CULE. 


retina re‘tind innermost coating at the back 
of the eyeball. x1v. - medL. retina (whence 
also F. rétine, Sp., It. retina), perh. f. L. 
réte net. 


retinue re-tinju  jretention in service 
(Gower); company of persons retained in 
one’s service (Barbour). xiv. = OF. rete- 
nue, sb. use of fem. pp. of retenir RETAIN. 
Q Stressed reti-nue xvi-xvirt, as by Spenser, 
Milton, Bailey's Dict. 


retire ritaio:1 draw back, withdraw. xvi. 
— (O)F. retirer, f. re- RE- 1 - tirer draw ; cf. 
TIER and Sp. retirar, It. retirare. Hence 
reti.rAL?. xvil. reti‘tremMENT. xvi (Sh.; 
somewhat earlier re'tirc). 


retort! ritó'it repay, requite; cast back (a 
charge, etc.) xv1; reply in kind to xvi. f. 
retori-, pp. stem of L.. retorquére, £. re- RE- 4 
+ torquére twist (see TORT). llence reto-rt 
sb. sharp reply. xvi. 


retort? ritó'it vessel with a long neck used 
for distillation. xvii. = F. retorte (= Sp., 
It. retorta) — med L. retorta, sb. use of fem. 
pp. of L. retorquére (see prec.). 


retract! ritre:kt draw back xv; Trestrain, 
withdraw xvi. f. retract-, pp. stem of L. 
retrahere, f. re- RE- 1 -}- trahere (see TRACT). 


retract? ritre:kt recall, revoke XVI; intr. 
xvit. —(O)F. rétracter or L. retractdre, f. 
re- RE- 1 -- tractdre, frequent. of trahere; cf. 
F. rétracter, etc. So retracta‘TION (pl.) 
title of a work of St. Augustine containing 
further treatment and correction of former 
works XV; recantation XVI; withdrawal from 
an engagement XVII. = L. rvetractátió; so 
F., etc. retra:cTION retractation xiv (Ch., 
rare betore XVI). — L. retractió ; so F., etc., 
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RETURN 





retreat ritrrt (mil) signal to retire XIV 


(Barbour); act of retiring in the face of 
danger, etc. (Gower); withdrawal into 
privacy; place of seclusion xv. Late ME. 
retret -OF. retret, etc., vars. of retraite 
(whence Tretrait Xv-xvi1), sb. uses of m. 
and fem. pps. of retraire :- L. retráhere 
RETRACT!, So retrea‘t vb. retire xv; fre- 
tract, revoke xvi. = OF. retraitier = L. 
retractdre RETRACT*; assim. to the sb. 


retrench ritre-nf cut short, repress; cut 


down, reduce; also intr. xvii. = F. fre- 
trencher, early form of retrancher; see RE- 5, 
TRENCH vb. (tretranch is a rare var. xvi— 
XVII.) Soretre-nchMrNT. xvi. -F. @ The 
use of both words 1s earlier in fortification 
(xv1) for inner line of defence. 


retribution retribjiirfon recompense, re- 


quital xiv (PPL, Wycl. Bible); recompense 
for evil xvi, — ChrL. retribütio(n-), f. L. 
retribuere, f. re- RE- 2-- tribuere assign ; see 
TRIBUTE, -TION, and cf. (O)F. rétribution. 
So retributive (in Southey and Shelley 
str. on the first and third svlls.). xvir (r. 
justice Cudworth ; rare before xix). 


retrieve ritri-v (of dogs) find again (game 


that has been lost) xv; recover, regain XVI; 
bring in (killed or wounded game) xix. 
Late ME retreve — OF. retroev-, -euv-, tonic 
stem of retrover (mod. retrouver), f. re- RE- 4. 
+ trover find (cf. TROvE). The usual form 
in XVI-XVII was retrive, with change of 
vowel as in CONTRIVE; retrieve dates from 
c.1650. Hence retrie-vErR! +dog used to 
set up game again xv; breed of dog 
adapted for recovering game xix. 


retro- ri'trou, re'trou prefix repr. L. retró- 


adv. (‘behind’) used in combination as in 
retrospicere (cf. RETROSPECT), retrogradus 
(sce next), f. re- 4- compar. suffix as in intrd- 
INTRO-; in anat. and path. denoting 'situ- 
ated behind’ the part of the body indicated 
by the second el., as retro-ocular, -uterine. 


retrograde re’trogreid (astron., of planets) 


moving apparently in a direction contrary 
to the order of the signs xiv (Ch.); tending 
or inclined to go backwards xvi. -L. 
retrógradus (astron.), f. retró--grad- step; 
see RETRO-, GRADE. So re:trograde vb. xvi. 
— L. retrógradi, later vetrogradáre. retro—- 
grada‘TION. xvi. — late L. retrogre’ssion. 
XVIL -—L. *retrógressió(n-). Cf. F. rétro- 
grade, etc., with corr. forms in Sp., Pg., It. 


retrospect re'trăspekt, ritrou- regard or 


reference to some fact, etc.; survey of the 
past. xvi. f. retrdspect-, pp. stem of L. 
retrospicere look back, after PROSPECT. So 
retrospe-cTION, retrospe-cTIVE. XVII. 


retroussé rotrürsei (of the nose) turned up 


at the end. xIx. ~ E., pp. of retrousser, f. re- 
RE- I J- trousser TRUSS. 


return ritóà"un come or go back, lit. and fig. 


xiv (Ch.); turn, bring, or send back xv; 
give back, render xvi (Sh.). - OF. retorner, 


REUNION 


REVISE 





returner (nod. retourner) = Sp. retournar, 
It. ritornare~ Rom. *retorndre; see RE- I, 
TURN. S0 retu:rn sb. xiv (Gower). - AN. 
retorn, return, f. retorner., 


reunion rijü'nion coming together again. 
XVII (Donne). — F. réunion, f. réunir reunite, 
after union. So reunite. xvi; cf. AL. 
reünire. See RE- 4, UNION, UNITE. 


reveal! rivi disclose in a supernatural 
manner xiv; divulge by discourse, etc. xv; 
make visible xvi. —(O)F. révéler (= Sp. 
revelar, It. ri-, revelare) or L. revéldre, f. 
re- RE- 5 -+ véluim VEIL. So revela’TION 
revil-. xiv (R. Mannyng). - (O)F. or ChrL. 





verenza — L. reverentia. So reve-rence vb. 
XIV. — AN. reverencer (Gower); cf. modF. 
révérencier. re-verend worthy of reverence 
(spec. as an epithet of respect) xv ; Treverent 
xvi (formerly in regular use). ~(O)F. 
révérend (= Sp., It. reverendo, or L. re- 
verendus, gerundive of reveréri. re*VerENT 
treverend xiv (very freq. xVI-xvII); deeply 
respectful xv. In first sense = OF. reverent 
or after medL.. reverentissimus most reverend 
(of bishops); in second sense = L. reverent-, 
-éns (whence Sp., It. reverenie). revere:n- 
TIAL. XVI. —F. treverencial, révérentiel or 
medL. *reverentialis (adv. reverentidliter 
reverently). 


reveal? rivil side of an opening or recess | feVerie re'vori ftwild delight, violent or 


at right angles to the face of a work. xvii 
(revale, Holme). f. trevale lower, bring 
down OF. vevaler, f. re- RE- 1 -+ avaler 
lower, f. à val down. 


reveille rivæ'li, rive'li morning signal given 
to soldiers. xvi (revelley, revalley). — F. 
réveillez, imper. pl. of réveiller awaken, f. re- 


riotous action XIV; Tfanciful idea; ab- 
stracted musing XVII. In ME. = OF. reverie 
rejoicing, revelry, wildness, rage, f. rever 
revel, act or speak wildly (mod. réver 
Ttalk in delirium, dream), of unkn. origin. 
In xvnr-xvin (often resverie)—later F. 
resverie, now réverie; see -ERY. 


RE- 4+-veiller = L. vigildre keep watch (see | reverse rivd-1s opposite, contrary xiv (R. 


VIGIL). 


revel re-v(o)l be (riotously) festive. xiv. 
- OF. reveler (refl.) rebel, rejoice noisily 
t- L. rébelláre REBEL. Sore:velsb.xiv. - OF. 
revel (f. the vb.) rebellion, tumult, dis- 
turbance, noisy mirth. 


revenge rive:nds refl. (xtv, Barbour), pass. 
(xv) take vengeance; exact retribution for 
xv. In earliest use Sc. — OF. revenger, var. 
of revencher (mod. revancher) = Pr. revenjar 
:— late L. revindicãre, f. re- RE- Y+ L. vindi- 
cãre VENGE. Hence revenge sb. xvr; cf. F. 
Trevenge, var. of revenche (mod. revanche). 


revenue re:vonju (also str. revenue XVI to 
mid-xix) tyield or profit of property; in- 
come from possessions Xv ; (annual) income 
gen. ; department of the civil service dealing 
with national funds xvir. —(O)F. revenue, 
Trevenue, m. and fem. pp. of revenir = L. 
revenire return, f. re- RE- 1, 2H- ventre COME ; 
cf. AL. reventus revenue. 


reverberate rivi-1boreit tbeat or drive 
back ; re-echo ; also intr. xvr. f. pp. stem of 
L. everberáre, f. ve- RE- 1-- verberare strike, 
beat, f. verbera rods, scourge, flogging, with 
cogns. in Baltic and Sl, and Gr. rhapis 
stick, ridbdos stick, rod; cf. F. réverbérer, 
It. ri(n)verberare, etc. So reverbera‘TION. 


Mannyng, Gower; thereafter not till xvii); 
mil commanding the rear xviu. - OF. 
revers(e) — L. reversus, -a, pp. of revertere. 
So sb. À. contrary xiv (Gower, Ch. ; there- 
after not till xvu); back of a coin, etc. XVII. 
B. tback-handed stroke xv ; adverse change 
of fortune xvi. — (OJF. revers or Treverse —- 
sb. uses of the L. pp. reverse vb. tbring, 
send, etc. back; toverthrow; invert, turn 
the other way. XIV. — OF. reverser (now 
ren-) -—- late L. veversüre, f. L. reversus. 
reve:rsioN (leg.) return of an estate; right 
of succession. xv. - (O)F. or L. reve:rsaAL*. 
XV. reve-rt Trecover consciousness XIII; 
return, go back xiv. —- OF. revertir or L. 
revertere, f. re- RE- 1, 2 -- vertere turn (see 
-WARD). 


revetment  rive:tmont (fortif.) retaining 


wall supporting the face of a rampart. XVIII. 
— F. revétement (also used in Eng), f. 
revétir (whence Trevest xvi, revet XIX) 
— late L. revestire, f. re- 4- vestire clothe ; see 
RE- 4, VEST, -MENT. 


review rivjü: revision; formal inspection 


XVI; general survey or account XVIIL ~F. 
reveue, NOW revue, f. revoir, f. re- RE- 4-++ voir 
:- L. vidére see; see view. So or hence 
vb. tinspect again; revise, survey XVI; 
etc.; after F. revoir, It. rividere, etc. 


xiv (Ch. ; rare before xvi). - (O)F. orlateL. | revile rivarl assail with abuse. xiv (R. 


reve:rberatonv (furnace) so constructed 
that the flame is forced back upon the sub- 
stance exposed to it, XVII; cf. F., etc. 


revere rivioi regard with deep respect. 
XVII. — F.vévérer or L. reveréri, f. re- RE- 7+ 
veréri feel awe of, fear (see WARE’). So 
reverENCE re'vorons deep respect XII (S. 
Eng. Leg.); gesture indicative of this ; con- 
dition of being revered; as a title XIV. 
—(O)F. révérence = Sp. reverencia, It. re- 
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Mannyng). — OF. reviler, f. re- RE- 7 + vil 
VILE; cf. F. ravilir, It. ravvilire. 


revise rivarz tlook at or behold again; 


read over again. xvr. -(OJF. réviser, 
Treviser or L. revisere, f. re- RE- 4, 7 -- visere 
VISIT, examine, desiderative and intensive of 
vis-, vidére see (see WIT). Hence revi:se sb. 
review, revision XVI; revised form of proof- 
sheet XVII; revisaAL?. xvii. So reviSION 
rivi: on, xvii. — (O)F. or late L. 


REVIVE 


RHETOR 





revive rivarv return or restore to con- 
sciousness or life. xv. — (O)F. revivre (corr. 
to Pr. reviure, etc.) or late L. revīvere, f. re- 
RE- 2 + vivere live (see vivid); the causa- 
tive meaning, which has developed in Eng., 
corr. to the uses of F. raviver, It. ravivvare. 
Hence revivaAL?. xvii; whence revi-val- 
ISM, -IST. XIX. 


revoke rivou'k Tbring back, recall; annul, 
cancel xiv (Ch., Wyclif); (at cards) fail 
improperly to follow suit xvr. -(O)F. 
révoquer == Sp. revocar, etc. or L. revocare, 
f. re~ RE~ 1,2, 3 + vocdre call. So revoca:- 
TION. xv (Lydg., Wyntoun). 


revolt rivou-lt, -o:]t cast off allegiance Xvi; 
affect with disgust xviir (prp. adj. revo-lting 
XIX). — F. (se) révolter = It. rivoltare (refl. 
-arsi) - Rom. *»revolvitáre, intensive of L. 
revolvere REVOLVE. So revolt sb. xvz. 
—-FLF. révolte - It. rivolta, £. the vb. So 
revolution  revolü:[joón moving of a 
celestial body in an orbit, time in which this 
is done xiv (Gower, Ch.); tperiodical re- 
currence XVI; complete change of affairs or 
reversal of conditions xv; overthrow of 
established government xvi. —- (O)F. révo- 
lution (corr. to Sp. revolucion, It. rivoluzione) 
or late L. revolitid(n-), f. pp. stem of 
revolvere REVOLVE; see -TION. Hence 
revolu'tionaRY. XVIII (1774; but in gen. 
use only after F. révolutionnaire 1794). 
revolu‘tionizE. xvi (1797); after F. 
révolutionner (1795). revolve rivo'lv tturn 
or roll back or round xiv (Usk); turn over 
in the mind, consider xv; cause to travel in 
an orbit xvii (Milton); intr. of this xvii. 
— L. revolvere, f. re- RE- 1, 7 + volvere roll, 
turn (cf. VOLUBLE). Hence revo'lvrn! pistol 
in which a set of loaded barrels or cartridge 
chambers is revolved. xix (patented by 
S. Colt, 1835, American inventor, used 
by Dickens in 'Martin Chuzzlewit! xxxiii, 
along with revolving pistol). 


revulsion riva‘lfan (path.) diminishing a 
morbid condition in one part by acting on 
another XVI; drawing away XVII; strong 
reaction XIX (Scott, Southey). — F. révulsion 
or L. revulsió(n-), f. revuls-, pp. stem of 
revellere, £. re- RE- 1 -j- vellere pluck, pull (cf. 
CONVULSION). 


reward rwoud Tregard; tassign as a re- 
compence ; recompense, requite x1v. -AN., 
ONF. rewarder — OF. reguarder REGARD. 
So reward sb. regard; return, recom- 
pence. XIV. = AN., ONF. reward = OF. re- 
guard, f. the vb. 


reynard re:noid proper name of the fox. 

XIV. —(O)F. renard, T-art, orig. proper 
name of the fox (le goupil) in the ‘Roman de 
Renart’ xin) ~ Frank. Reginhart, whence 
MDou. Reynaert (-d), on which Caxton 
modelled his form reynard. Also ME. 
renaud, later reynold, mod. dial. (mister) 
Reynolds, showing assim. to ME. Reinaud 
~ OF. Renaud (cf. OHG. Reginolt, G. Rein- 
(A)old). 


rhabdo- ra:bdou, rebdo: comb. form of 
Gr. rhdbdos rod (see REVERBERATE), as in 
rhabdo:tocv computation by ‘Napier’s 
bones’. xvir - modL. rhabdologia (Napier). 
rha:bdowaNcy divination by a rod or wand. 
xvII (Sir T. Browne) —- Gr. rhabdomanteíá. 


Rhadamanthine redomz:npain inflexibly 
severe. XIX (earlier T-eaz xvi). f. L. 
Rhadamanthus, Gr. Rhadámanthos one of 
the judges in the lower world; see -INE!. 


Rhzto-Romanic ri:touroume:nik pert. to 
the Romance dialects spoken in SE. 
Switzerland and the Tyrol, sometimes spec. 
Romansch or Ladin xix. Also Rhzto- 
Roma-nce xix. 


rhapsody rz-psodi epic poem or part of 
one suitable for recitation at one time; 
+miscellany, medley xvi; extravagant effu- 
sion xvii -L. rhapsodia, applied by 
Cornelius Nepos to a book of Homer = Gr. 
rhapsoidid, f. rhapsoidós rhapsodist, f. 
rhdptein stitch + didé song, ODE; see -Y*. 
Hence rhapsodic -o-dik. XVII, -ICAL, -IST, 
-IZE. XVII ; cf. F. r(h)apsodie (xvit), r(h)apso- 
diste, r(h)apsodier. 


rhatany ræ'təni S. Amer. shrub, Krameria 
triandra. xIx. — modL. rhatania~ Pg. 
ratanha, Sp. ratania — Quechua ratafia. 


rhea ri‘o three-toed ostrich of S. America. 
xix. modL. generic name (Móhring 1752°. 
arbitrary use of the myth. female name L. 
Rhea, Gr. Rhéa. 


Rhemish ri-mif pert. to Rheims (NE. 
France), formerly Rhemes, or the English 
R.C. college there, or the N.T. emanating 
therefrom in 1582 XV1; see -1sH!. 


Rhenish re-nif pert. to the Rhine, chief 
river of Germany xIv; sb. Rhine wine xvi 
(Sh.). Late ME. rynis, -isch, renys (assim. 
xvi to L.) - AN. reneis, OF. rinois, rainots 
— medL. *Rhenénsis, for L. Rhenanus, f. 
Rhénus Rhine; cf. MHG. rin(isch, G. 
rheinisch, etc.; see -1sH!. 


rheo- riou, rio’ comb. form of Gr. rhéos 
STREAM, current, used in scientific terms 
with the meaning ‘electric current’, as 
rheo:meter, rhe-ostat. xix (Wheatstone). 


rhesus rrsos one of the macaques. XIX. 
modL. specific name, arbitrary use of L. 
Rhésus, Gr. Rhésos, mythical king of ''hrace. 


rhetor ri‘td1 professor of rhetoric XIV; 
(professional) orator xvi. Late ME. rethor 
(later rhetor) -late L. rethor, var. of L. 
rhétor —- Gr. vrhétor, f. *grá- (as also in 
rhéma word), f. *wer- (cf. VERB, WORD). So 
rhetoric re-tarik art of using language for 
persuasion. xiv (Ch., Trevisa). Late ME. 
ret(h)orique - OF. rethorique (mod. rheto- 
rique) - L. rhétorica (med.L reth-) - Gr. rhé- 
toriké, sb. use (sc. tékhné art). rhetoricar 
rito‘rikal. xv. f. L. rhétoricus. rhetori-cian, 
xv (Lydg). - OF.; earler Trethorien xiv 
(Ch.) - OF. rethorien. 
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RHEUM 


rheum! rim watery matter secreted by 
mucous glands or membranes; mucous dis- 
charge, catarrh xiv (revisa, PPl.); (poet.) 
tears XVI (Sh.). Late ME. reume - OF. reume 
(mod. rhume) = Pr., Sp., It. reuma-late L. 
rheuma (Vegetius, Jerome) — Gr. rhetima 
flow, STREAM, bodily humour or defluxion. 
So rheumatic -z'tik consisting of watery 
discharge xiv; suffering from, characterized 
by this xvi. —- OF. reumatique (mod. rhu-) 
—- L.- Gr. rheu:matisM rheumatic dis- 
ease. XVII. ~F. or L.- Gr. rheu:ma- 
tOoID. XIX. 


rheum? rim generic name for the rhu- 
barbs. xvir. = Gr. rhéon. Hence (chem.) 
rhe-ic, rhe-1n’; after F. rhéique, rhéine. 


rhinegrave raingreiv count whose domain 
bordered on the river Rhine. xvi. - MDu. 
ringrave, G. rheingraf ; see GRAVES. 


rhino rarnou (sl) money. xvir. In the 
earliest ex. assoc. with trhinocerical (“The 
Ready, the Rhino ; thou shalt be rhinocerical, 
my Lad’, Shadwell ‘Squire of Alsatia’ 1 i), 
which is recorded also by Grose as a sl. 
word for ‘rich’, presumably f. RHINOCEROS 
in some allusive sense now lost. 


rhino- rai'nou, raino comb. form of Gr. 
rhis, rhīnós nose, pl. nostrils, in scientific 
terms (XIX). 


rhinoceros raino:soros pl. -oses osiz large 
pachyderm with a horn or two horns on its 
nose. XIII (71-, rynoceros). — L. rhinoceros 
(Pliny), pl. -étés, in medL. usu. rino- —- Gr. 
rhinokeros, pl. -Otes, f. rhino-, rhis nose +- 
kéras HORN. Several vars. have been current, 


RHYTHM 


~ F. rhombe or L. rhombus (whence rho:m- 
bus xvi) - Gr. rhómbos spinning motion, 
spinning-top, equilateral parallelogram, 
lozenge, rel. to rhémbesthai roll about, roam. 
Hence rho-mbic xvii; so rho-mboIp adj. 
xvi, sb. xvi; - F. rhomboide or late L. 
rhomboidés — Gr. rhomboeidés adj., -és sb. 
(sc. skhéma figure), -0o1DAL. Xvir. - modL. 





rhopalic roupz:lik (of lines of verse) in 


which each word contains one syllable more 
than the one immediately preceding it. 
xvii (Sir T. Browne). — late L. rhopalicus 
(Servius), f. Gr. rhdpalon cudgel thicker 
towards one end (cf. RHABDO-) ; see -IC. 


rhotacism rowtosizm excessive use of r 


(Southey); (philol) conversion of another 
sound (esp. s) into x. XIX. - modL. 
rhótacismus — Gr. *rhotakismós, f. rhotakízein 
make excessive or wrong use of r, f. rhó 
letter R ; see -1SM, and cf. LAMBDACISM. 


rhubarb rü'baib (rootstock of) species of 


Rheum used in medicine, long imported from 
China to Europe through Russia and the 
Levant (Turkey, Russian, Chinese r.) XIV; 
any species cultivated in England or France 
for their fieshy stalks xvir. Late ME. 
rubarbe — OF. ru-, reubarbe (mod. rhubarbe) 
= Pr. reubarba, Sp. riu-, Pg. reubarbo - Rom. 
*r(h)eubarbum, shortening of medL. r(A)eu- 
barbarum, alt. by assoc. with rheum RHEUM? 
(~Gr. rhéon rhubarb — Pers. réwend) of 
rhabarbarum foreign ‘rha’, whence It. 
rabarbaro, G. rhabarber (late L. rhd - Gr. 
rhá, said by Ammianus Marcellinus to be 
called after the ancient name Rhd of the 
river Volga). 


as rhinocerot (cf. F. rhinocerot xv1), pl. -otes, 
pl. -ceros, -ons (cf. occas. OF. rhinocerons), 
-ontes (after medL.), -ceroes, -ceri. Cf. F. 
rhinocéros, Sp., It. rinoceronte. So rhino- 
cerotic -sərə'tik. XVIII. = late L. 


rhumb ram, ramb (naut.) tline on a chart 
indicating the course of a ship moving con- 
tinuously in one direction; point of the 
compass XVI; angular distance between two 
successive points XVII. — F. rumb, trum, 
earlier tryn (de vent of wind) point of the 
compass, prob.- Du. ruim space, ROOM, 
altered later by assoc. with L. rhombus 
RHOMB(US) ; cf. Sp. rumbo, Pg. rumbo, rumo, 
It. rombo, which may be partly the source 
of the Eng. word. 


rhizo- rai:zou, raizo: comb. form of Gr. 
rhiza ROOT, in many scientific terms. XIX. 


rhizome raizoum (bot.) root-like stem. 
XIX (Lindley.  - modL. rhizóma - Gr. 
rhízóma, f. vhizoüsthai take root, f. rhíza 
ROOT!. 


rhyme raim. XVII. var. sp. of RIME?*. So 
vb. xvi1; hence rhy:mzn!. xvr1, rhy: mesTER. 
XVIII. 


rhodium! rou: diom rosewood (Convoivu- 
lus). xvi. modL. (sc. Egnum wood), n. of 
rhodius rose-like, f. Gr. rhódon ROSE. 


rhyncho- rigkou comb. form of Gr. 
rhúgkhos snout, in scientific terms, as 
rhy:nchocepha-lian, rhy-nchophore. x1x. 


rhodium? rou:diom (chem.) white metal of 
the platinum group. xix (Wollaston). 
f. Gr. rhódon ROSE---IUM ; so called from 
is colour of a solution of salts con- rhythm  rióm, rpm A. (piece of) 
g ıt. : 

rhymed verse xvi; B. metrical movement or 
flow as determined by the recurrence of 
features of the same kind xvi; also transf. 
and gen. xvii. In A graphic var. of RIME? 
(rhyming, e.g., with time XVII); in B-L. 
rhythmus or F. rhythme — Gr. rhuthmós, rel. 
to rheîn flow (IE. *sreu-; cf. STREAM). So 
rhythmic. XVII, -ICAL. XVI. ~F. or L. 
= Gr. 


rhododendron roudó-, rədðde'ndrən 
genus of shrubs akin to azalea. xvi. = L. 
rhododendron oleander (Pliny) - Gr. rhodd- 
dendron, f. rhódon ROSE + déndron tree. 


rhodomontade see RODOMONTADE. 


rhomb rom plane figure having the four 
sides and opposite angles equal. xvi. 
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RIAL 





rial rai'ol applied from xiv to various royal 
persons and things, esp. (xv— ) coins struck 
in particular reigns (cf. REAL?). -= OF. rial, 
var. of real REAL}, 


riant raront smiling, gay. xvi. — F. riant 
—- L.ridentem, -éns, prp. of ridére laugh; see 
-ANT. 


riata ria‘ta lariat. xIx. — Sp. reata, f. reatar 
to tie again, f. re- RE- 4 + atar += L. aptāre 
apply, adjust (cf. ADAPT). 


rib rib any of the curved bones articulated 

to the spine OE.; wife, woman (in allusion 
to Gen. 11 21) XVI; various transf. and techn. 
uses from xiv. OE. rib(b), corr. (with 
variations in gender and declension) to 
OFris. ribb, rebb, OS. ribbi (Du. rib(be)), 
OHG. rippi, rippa (G. rippe), ON. rif i= 
Germ. *rebja-, -76, rel. to OSI. (Russ.) rebro 
(:-*rebhro) rib, side, and prob. further to 
OHG. hirni|reba brain-pan, cranium, Gr. 
orophé roof, eréphein roof over. 


ribald rrbold [retainer of low class x11; 
Tknave, rascal, licentious person; offensive 
or scurrilous person XIV; adj. xvi. ME. 
ribaud — OF. ribaut, -ault, -auld (also mod. 
ribaud) = Pr. ribaut (whence OSp., OPg., 
It. ribaldo, medL. ribaldus), f. OF. riber 
pursue licentious pleasures, f. Germ. base 
repr. by OHG. hriba (MHG. ribe) whore, 
MHG. riben be on heat, copulate. @ The 
Rom. word was adopted in MLG., MDu., 
MHG., and Icel. So ribaldnv. xiv, 
Tribaldy?. xi: (S. Eng. Leg.). - OF. ribau- 
derie, ribaudie. 


ribband! ribond (naut.) any of the long 

flexible timbers fastened to the ribs of a 
ship. XVIII. perh. f. RIB+BAND?, but poss. 
identical with next, ribbon being so used 
from the same date. 


ribband? see next. 


ribbon rrbn narrow woven band of fine 
material. xiv (PPL, Ch.). Late ME. veban, 
riban, ryban, later ryband xv, rir.bband xvi 
(freq. till xix) - OF. riban (still dial.), reuban, 
(also mod.) ruban, prob. - Germ. comp. of 
band BAND*, @ The sp. in -on, evidenced 


RIDDLE 


rich rit{ tpowerful, great ; having abundant 


means OE.; costly, splendid, sumptuous 
XII; various transf. and fig. uses from XIII. 
OE. rice — OFrs. rik(e), OS. rii, OHG. 
richi (Du. rijk, G. reich), ON. rikr, Goth. 
reiks, CGerm. — Celtic rix (Ir. rig) = L. 
réx king (cf. RAJAH, ROYAL); reinforced in 
ME. by (O)F. viche orig. powerful = Pr. 
ric, Sp. rico, It. ricco, of Germ. origin. 
From the same CGerm. stem are OE. 
rice — OFris. rike, OS. riki, MLG., MDu. 
rike (Du. rijk), OHG. richt (G. reich), ON. 
ríki, Goth. reiki kingdom, realm, royal power, 
surviving in BISHOPRIC. So riches rrtfiz 
abundance of means XII (La3.). var. (simu- 
lating Eng. pls. in -es) of trichesse, trichetse 
(x11) - OF, richeise, -esce (mod. -esse); f 
riche-i--eise, -esse -ESS?. Cf. ALMS, EAVES. 


rick! rik stack of hay, etc. OE. hréac = 


MDu. rooc, roke (Du. rook), ON. hraukr, of 
unkn. origin. The shortening of the vowel, 
dating from xvi, is paralleled by the wide- 
spread dial. var. ship of sheep. 


rick? rik sprain, wrench XVIII; var. of 


WRICK. 


rickets ri-kits disease marked by softening 


of the bones. xvu (‘De Morbo puerili 
Anglorum, quem patrio idiomate indigenæ 
vocant The Rickets, D. Whistler, 1645). 
perh. of local origin, the disease being first 
observed in Dorset and Somerset; assoc. 
by medical writers with Gr. rhakhitis 
RACHITIS, which was adopted as the technical 
designation. Hence ri-ckety? affected with 
r. XVII; shaky, tottering XVIII. 


rickshaw  rik[5 also ’rickshaw (Kipling), 


rik(i)sha, ricksha. xx. Abbreviation of 
JINRICKSHA. 


ricochet rLikófei, -fet (method of firing 


characterized by) the skipping of a shot 
along a surface. xvii. ~ F. ricochet, orig. in 
phr. fable (later chanson song) du ricochet 
endless exchange of question and answer, 
unending argument; the basis of these is 
unknown. Hence vb. XIX. 


from XVI, is prob. after Dutton, cotton; | rictus ri'ktos (techn.) throat, orifice, gape. 


the d of riband is parasitic, as in astound. 
ribes raibiz pl currants xvi; (bot.) genus 


XVIII. L. ‘open mouth’, f. ppl. stem of ring? 
gape. 


comprising currant and gooseberry XVIII. | rid rid clear (a space) ; set free from, of xiu; 


— medL.. vibés - Arab. ribás sorrel. 


Ribston ri bston dessert apple, introduced 
from Normandy, named after Ribston Park, 
situated between Knaresborough and 
Wetherby in Yorkshire. xvitr. 


rice rais (seeds of) the food plant Oryza 
sativa. XIII. ME. rys- OF. ris (mod. riz) 
— It. riso (whence also Pr. ris):= Rom. 
*orizum, for L. oryza- Gr. órüza (also 
órüzon), of Eastern origin (cf. Skr. vrihi); 
widespread in the Germ. langs.: MLG., 
MHG., rīs (Du. rijst, G. reis), MSw. riis, 
Sw., Da. ris (Sp., Pg. arroz are from Arab. 
ar-roz2, with AL-?). 
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disencumber of xvi. ME. (western) ruden 
(rudde, trud), north. and eastern ridde - ON. 
rvdja (pt. ruddt, pp. ruddr). Hence ri-ddaNce 
xvi (Coverdale). 


riddle! ri-dl puzzling or dark utterance, 


enigma. OE. ré&dels, ré&delse opinion, 
riddle, corr. to OF ris. riedsel, OS. rddisli, 
radislo (Du. raadsel), OHG. rddisle (G. 
rdtsel); f. *r&dan READ?, REDE; see -LE!. 
Hence ri:ddle vb.! speak in riddles; solve 
a riddle. xvi; whence ri‘ddlemeree -miri', 
XVIII; fanciful var. of riddle my rede or 
riddle. @ For the fall of s as a supposed pl. 
ending cf. burial, cherry, pea. 


RIDDLE 


riddle? rridl coarse-meshed sieve. Late 
OE. hriddel, rel. to synon. hrider and 
hridrian sift, of WGerm. extent and based 
on IE. *hyi- with widespread cogns., as in 
Gr. krinein (see crisis), L. cribrum sieve, 
cernere, discrimen (see DISCERN, DISCRI- 
MINATE), in Germ. *yrain- clean, pure (e.g. 
G. rein), etc. Hence ri-ddle vb.? tsift x11; 
pierce with holes XIX. 


ride raid pt. rode roud, pp. ridden ri:dn 
sit upon and be carried by a horse, etc. ; 
lie at anchor OE.; trans. (of ON. origin) 
xil. OE. ridan, pt. rād, ridon, pp. *riden = 
OF ris. rida, OS. -ridan (Du. riden), OHG. 
rītan (G. reiten), ON. riða, rel. to Olr. ria- 
daim I travel, riad journey, Gaulish réda 
chariot (cf. PALFREY). Hence sb. XVIII. 
ridEeR! rardor Tknight xr; one who rides a 
horse, etc. X111; (pl.) additional timbers to 
strengthen the frame of a ship ; additional or 
supplementary clause XVII; corollary XIX. 
Late OE. videre. ri:ding-coar. xv1 ; adopted 
in F. as redingote. 


ridge rid3 Tback, spine; top, crest; coping 
of a roof ; long stretch of high ground ; raised 
strip of arable land OE. ; narrow raised part 
across a surface xvi. OE. hryég = OF ris. 
hregg, OS. hruggi- (MDu. ruc, Du. rug), 
OHG. hrucci (G. rücken) ON. hryggr 
(whence ME. and north. dial. vig xin) :- 
CGerm. (exc. Gothic) *xrugjaz, having 
prob. Celtic, Lith., and Skr. cogns. In 
some transf. senses sparsely recorded in gen. 
use between OE. and xvi. The ordinary 
word in OE. for ‘back’ as a part of the body, 
whereas bec BACK, which has superseded it 
in this use, is found mainly in phraseological 
usage (e.g. on bec ABACK). 


ridicule! rrdikjül fridiculous thing, nature, 
character; making fun of. XVII. = F. ridicule 
=n. $g. of L. rīdiculus, f. ridëre laugh. So 
ridicuLous -i'kjūləs. xvi. f. L. ridiculus or 
— L. ridiculdsus; cf. F. ridiculeux. 


ridicule? ridikjül — F. illiterate perversion 
of RETICULE. XIX. 


riding raiídin any of the three districts of 
Yorkshire (East, West, and North) xi. 
In Est Treding, Estreding, Nort Treding 
(Domesday Book), Nort riding, etc. (x11), 
alt., by change of tp to r(t), of late OE. 
* briding, * prióing (treding, trethine, trithing 
XI—XII) ~ ON. pridjungr third part, f. pridt 
THIRD; see -ING?, 'l'he pronunc. with ai is 
a sp.-pronunc. depending on the anti- 
quarian revival of the term in xvi (but Fitz- 
herbert in 1514 has rydding). 


riem rim also reim, rheim long strip or 
thong of leather. xIx. = Afrikaans, Du. rrem 
== OE. réoma (dial. rim), OS. riomo, OHG. 
riumo (G. riemen), rel. to Gr. erdein draw. 


rife raif prevalent, widespread; abundant 
XII; generally current xiv. Once in late OE. 
rife, for *rife; subsequently rif, rijf, riue, 
in northern, eastern, and w. midl. texts; 


RIGHT 


prob. — ON. rífr good, acceptable = WFris. 
rjū, MLG. rive, MDu. rive, rjf abundant; 
cf. ON. reifa enrich, reifr glad, cheerful. 


riff-raff ri-fref persons of the most dis- 
reputable class xv; worthless stuff xvi. 
f. phr. þrif and raf (xiv) one and all, every 
bit = OF. rif et raf (also ne rif ne raf nothing 
at all; ‘Il ne luy lairra rif ny raf, he will strip 
... him of all’, Cotgr.), cf. MDu. rif ende 
raf. 

rifle! rarfl despoil; carry off as booty. xiv. 
~ OF. rifler, riffler graze, scratch, plunder, 
of unkn. origin.; cf. AL. riff atum spolia- 
tion, rifflerus robber. 





rifle? rarfl spiral groove inside a gun- 
barrel; (perh. for rifle or rifled gun) fire-arm 
having a rifled bore. xvi. f. rifle vb. 
(xvi1) form spiral grooves in — F. rifler 
scratch, scrape, plane, of unkn. origin. 


rift rift trending, splitting xur (Cursor 
M.); cleft, fissure xiv (Maund.), orig. north.; 
of Scand. origin (cf. Norw., Da. rift cleft, 
chink, Icel. ript breach of contract); rel, to 
RIVE. 


rig! rig fit out, esp. with clothes; make 

ready for sea, supply with tackle xv; pro- 
vide, fit up xvi; fix, adjust xvir. perh. of 
Scand. origin (c£. Norw. rigga bind or wrap 
up, Sw. dial. rigga pd harness). Hence rig 
sb. arrangement of masts, sails, etc.; outfit 
(rig-out). XIX; ri: ggiNG!. XV ; concr. XVI. 


rig? rig (dial.) banter, ridicule; trick, prank 
(phr. run a rig) xvuil. f. rig vb. (XVI) wanton, 
romp, of unkn. origin. 


rigadoon rigodivn (hist.) lively dance for 
two persons. XVII. — F. rigodon, rigaudon, 
said by Rousseau (‘Dictionnaire de 
Musique’) to have been named after its 
inventor, one Rigaud, stated to have been 
the name of a celebrated dancing-master at 
Marseilles. 


right rait [standard or rule of action ; that 
which is equitably or morally just; just 
treatment; justifiable claim. OE. riht = 
OFris. riucht, OS., OHG. reht (Du., G. 
recht), ON. réttr; the sb. corr. to right adj. 
Tstraight ; tupright, righteous; just, cor- 
rect, proper, due; real, true; epithet of the 
hand that is normally the ‘stronger OE. ; 

(of an angle) of go^ xiv (Ch.); mentally 
normal XII; correct in opinion, etc. 
xvi. OE. riht — OFris., etc., as in the sb., 
Goth. raíhts :- CGerm. *re xtaz, pp. forma- 
tion with IE. *-to-; equiv. formations are 
L. réctus (for réctus), Olr. recht law, W. 
rhaith, Breton reiz, Gr. orektós upright ; f. 
IE. base *reg- denoting movement in a 
straight line, extension; cf. DIRECT, ERECT, 
RECTOR, REGENT, REGIMEN, REGION, RULE. So 
right vb. Tguide, direct; tset up; set in 
order, set right, etc. OE. rihtan; CGerm. 
(exc. Gothic) weak vb. right adv. OE. rihte. 
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-RIGHT 


RINK 





ri-ghten® set right xiv (rare before xvi). 
ri-ghtty?, OE. rihtlice. righ:tFu.'. OE. riht- 
ful, f. the sb. 


-right repr. the adj. and the adv. right, as in 
OE. forpriht(e) FORTHRIGHT, upriht(e) UP- 
RIGHT, after which were formed ME. DOWN- 
RIGHT, OUTRIGHT. 


righteous rait[os upright, virtuous. OE. 
rihtwis, f. riht sb. or adj. + wis manner, state, 
condition (cf. -wWISE and nicdwis necessary, 
pearlwis severe, and OHG. rehtwisig); ON. 
réttviss is prob. - OE. Forms in -wise were 
current XII-XVI, unstr, forms in -wes, -wos 
XV-XVI; the next stage was -uous XV-XVI, 
which gave way to -eous (xvI Tindale) by 
assim. to beauteous, bounteous, plenteous. So 
ri-ghteousLy?. OE. rihtwislice. rix ghteous- 
NESS. OE. rihtwisnisse. 


rigid rids3id not pliant or yielding; strict 
XVI; precise in method xvul. — F. rigide or 
L. rigidus, f. rígére be stiff; see -1D!. So 
rigour’, U.S. rigor ri:goi severity, strict- 
ness xIv (Ch.), severity, as of climate; 
severe exactitude; chill with shivering (now 
usu. rigor, the L. form) xvi. sudden chill 
XVI (in mod. medical use rigor rai'gd1). 
— (O)F. rigour, mod. rigueur, corr. to Sp. 
rigor, It. rigore — L. rigorem, rigor, f. rigere. 
ri-gorous. xiv (Wyclif.; rigorously Bar- 
bour). — OF. rigorous (cf. medL. rigórósus) 
— late L. rigórósus. 


rigmarole rigmoroul rambling or mean- 
ingless talk. xvi. Of dial. origin; alt. of 
tragman roll list, catalogue (xvi; obs. in 
literary use c.1600), earlier troll of ragman. 
Ragman('s) roll was used in most of the 
senses of rag man (earlier rageman, three 
syll. as still in Gower 'Confessio Amantis' 
VII 2379), which was applied orig. (X111) to 
(i) a statute of Edward I and articles of 
inquisition made under this statute, (ii) a 
game of chance played with a written roll 
having strings attached to the items of it, 
which the players drew ; Rageman perh. orig. 
*ragiman ‘ragged man’. It is sometimes 
treated as a proper name. 


rigveda rrgveida principal sacred books 
of the Hindus. xvii. Skr. rigvéda, f. ric 
praise 4- VEDA knowledge. 


rile rail (collog.) make turbid; disturb in 
temper, vex. XIX. orig. var. (cf. jint for 
joint, etc.) of (dial.) roi (xvi), perh. - OF. 
rutley mix mortar :~ late L. reguldre REGULATE. 


rill ril small stream. xv (but cf. AL. rilla 
XIV). probl. of LDu. origin; cf. LG. ril(le), 
Du., EFris. ril (whence G. ville); but the 
ult, source is unknown. 


rim rim (raised) edge, margin, verge OE.; 
outer ring of a wheel xiv. OE. rima, esp. in 
dzgrima (ME. dairime) break of day, s&s rima, 
serima (ME. sarime) sea-shore; tóprima 
gums, wudurima edge of a wood = ON. 
rimi ridge of land, of which no other cogns. 
are known. 


rime! raim hoarífrost. OE. hrim — (M)Du. 
rijm, ON. hrím; rarely evidenced in ME. 
exc. in 'zme-rROsT (XIII-XVII), corr. to 
Icel., OSw., Arímfrost; from xvi onwards 
chiefly north., until adopted in gen. literary 
use in late XVII. 


rime? raim metre x11 (Ormulum); con- 
sonance of terminal elements in words; 
(rhyming) verse xIII; word that rhymes XVI. 
— (O)F. rime (:i- *ritme) - medL. rithmus, 
rythmus (used spec. of accentual verse 
which was usu. rhymed), for L. rhythmus 
RHYTHM. So rime vb. xir. — (O)F. rzmer. 
The sp. rime (var. ryme) prevailed till c.1560, 
when the tendency to respell on classical 
models led to the use of rithme, rythme, 
rhythme (till c.1700); these were succeeded 
after 1600 by rhime, RHYME, and rime; 
which was never discontinued, gained con- 
siderable vogue in xvii and xix. Q F. rime 
was the source of Pr., Sp., It. rima, and of 
forms current throughout the Germ. langs. ; 
so with the vb. rimer. 


rind! raind bark of a tree; crust OE.; peel 
orsk in xiv. OE. rind, rinde, corr., with 
variation, to OS. rinda, MDu. rinde, rende, 
runde (Du. run), OHG. rinta (G. rinde); of 


unkn. origin. 


rind? raind iron support of an upper mill- 
stone. xIv. prob. —(M)LG. rin, (M)Du. 
rijn, Trine, Flem. rijne; the d is parasitic. 


rinderpest rindorpest cattle plague. XIX. 
G., f. rinder cattle, pl. of rind. 


ring? riņ, circle or circlet of metal, etc.; 
circular group OE.; various transf. and 
fig. uses esp. from XIV. OE. hring = OFris. 
(hing, OS., OHG. hring (Du., G. ring), 
ON. Rringr :- CGerm. (exc. Gothic) *yreg- 
gaz (whence Finnish rengas). Hence ring 
vb. puta ring or circle around ; from xv, with 
corr. formations in the cogn. langs.; OE. 
be-, ymb|hringan (surround) would have 
survived as *ringe. Comps. ri-ngpovE wood- 
pigeon; prob. after LG. or Du. xvi. ring- 
FI:NGER third finger. OE. hringfinger; so in 
other Germ. langs. rimnglea-der. xvi; f. 
phr. lead the r. ri:ngrET. xvi. ri:ngwonM 
skin disease marked by circular patches. xv. 
prob. of foreign origin; cf. Du. ringworm, 
Norw., Da. ringorm. 

ring? rin, pt. rang (rung) ren, pp. rung 
TAI) give out a resonant sound OE.; cause 
(a bell) to do this x11. OE. hringan, corr. to 
ON. hringja (whence Du., G. ringen); orig. 
weak (OE. pt. hringde, early ME. ringde), 
but strong forms appear in early x111 (La3.), 
after sing. In earliest OE. a poetical word 
used of the resounding or clanging of 
armour ; the later application to the ringing 
of bells was partly due to ON., in which the 
vb. was so restricted. 


rink rigk Tarea allotted to a contest xiv 
(Barbour); stretch of ice for the game of 
curling xvii1, for skating xrx. Only in Sc. 
use till xIx; poss. later form of *renk — OF. 
renc (mod. rang) RANK. 
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RINSE 





rinse rins, (locally) rinz wash out with 
water, etc. XIV. -(O)F. rincer, earlier 
raincier, reincier, of unkn. origin. 


riot rarot tdebauched living, dissipation 
XII (Ancr R.); fnoisy feast, wanton revel; 
violence, violent disturbance of the peace 
xIV (Barbour, Gower); (hunting) hound’s 
following the scent of a quarry other than 
that intended xv (phr. hunt or run riot; 
hence fig. use of the latter xvi). - OF. riote, 
riot (mod. riotte) debate, quarrel — Pr. 
riota (whence Olt. riotta), f. OF. rihoter, 
ruthoter = Pr. riotar quarrel. So riot vb. 
xiv (Ch.). - OF. riot(t)er. riotous (arch.) 
dissolute, extravagant xiv (Ch.); turbulent 
xv. ~ OF. riotous, -eus. 


rip' rip tear or pull away vigorously. xv. 
Of unkn. origin. 


rip? rip (sl., dial.) worthless thing, old 
knacker; dissolute person. xviii. poss. alt. 
of rep, short for reprobate. 


riparian raipco'rion pert. to the banks of 
a river. XIX. f. L. rzpárius, f. ripa bank ; see 
RIVER, -ARIAN. 


ripe raip ready for reaping or gathering 
OE.; in various transf. and fig. uses 
‘matured, mature’ from ¢c.1200. OE. ripe = 
OS. ripi (Du. ryp), OHG. rīfi (G. reif); 
CWGerm. So ripe vb. (arch.) become ripe 
OE.; make ripe xiV. OE. ripian — OS. 
ripon (Du. rijpen), OHG. rifén (G. reifen); 
superseded gen, by ri-pEN?® rai-pn. xvi. 


riposte ripou':st return thrust in fencing 
XVIII (risposte); effective reply xIx. ~F. 
riposte, earlier Trisposte — Italian risposta, 
sb. use of fem. pp. of rispondere RESPOND. 


ripple ripl (of water) present a surface of 
small waves. xvir. Hence ri:pple sb. U.5. 
piece of shallow water in a river where rocks 
cause obstruction ; light ruffling of the sur- 
face of water xvii. Of unkn. origin. 


Ripuarian ripjuco-rion Frank living on the 
Rhine in the district between the Moselle 
and the Meuse. xvii (Gibbon). f. medL. 
Ripuürius; see -IAN. Earlier (rare) Ri: pu- 
ARY. XVII. 


rise raiz, pt. rose rouz, pp. risen ri'zn 
get up, go up, ascend; rebel; increase XII; 

come into existence XIII ; - (dial., techn.) raise 
XV. OE. risan, pt. *rds, pl. *rison, pp. *risen 
{as in Grds, etc.) = OFris. risa, OS., OHG. 

risan (Du. rijzen, G. reisen of the sun), ON. 
risa, Goth. ur|reisan s= CGerm. str. vb., of 
which no cogns. are known. ‘The simplex 
risan is very rare in OE. (as in OS.), the 
common form being Grisan ARISE; in early 
ME. the use of vise in several senses appears 
first in the Ormulum, is predominantly 
north, and may be chiefly due to ON. risa. 
The proper causative forms are REAR! and 
RAISE. Hence rise sb. xv (rare before 
late xvi). 
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risible 


RIVULET 


rizíbl inclined to laughter xvi; 
pert. to laughter; laughable xvin. - ate 
L. risibilis. f. vis-, pp. stem of ridére laugh; 
see -IBLE and cf. (O)F. risible, etc. So 
risibiliry. xvii. —- late L. (Boethius). 





risk risk chance or peril of destruction or 


loss. xvii. — F. risque — It. risco, rischio, f. 
rischiare, risicare run into danger; of unkn. 
(much debated) origin. Hence ri skv!. 
xIx (J. F. Cooper); later, partly after F. pp. 
risqué, 


rissole ri:soul fried ball or cake of meat or 


fish with bread-crumbs. xvi. = F. rissole, 
later form of OF. ruissole, dial. var. of 
roissole, roussole :- Rom. *russeola (sc. pasta 
paste), sb. use of fem. of late L. russeolus 
reddish, f. russus red (see RUSSET). Q An 
early anticipation of this word is russoles (pl.) 
in ‘Ayenbite of Inwyt’, 1340; and an AN. 
var. russ(h)eaulx (pl.) is repr. by late ME. 
rissheus, -ewes (Xv). 


rite rait formal (esp. religious) procedure or 


act XIV; general use or practice, esp. in 
religion Xv. - (O)F. vrit, later rite (= Sp., 
It. rito) or L. rītus (religious) usage. So 
rituar' ri:tjuol pert. to rites xv1 ; sb. (book 
containing) prescribed order of the per- 
formance of rites xvir. — L. rituális; cf. F. 
rituel, T-al, etc. ; in sb. use after medL. 
ritudle sb. use of n. sg. ri‘tualist one versed 
in ritual or who advocates its observance. 
XVII; cf. EF. ritualiste; bence ri-tualisw. xix. 


rival rai-val one who strives to surpass or 


disputes renown with another. xvi. - L. 
rivális one who uses the same stream with 
another, f. rivus stream (cf. DERIVE) ; see -AL!. 
Hence vb. xvii, riva:Lirvy. xvi. = L. (cf. 
F. rivalité, etc.); superseded by ri'valry. 
XVI. 


rive raiv (arch., dial.) tear, rend. XIII 


(La5., Cursor M.). ME. rive, pt. róf, pp. 
riven (pt. and pp. rived xvi) - ON. rifa, pt. 
reif, rifu, pp. rifinn — OFris. riva; of unkn. 
origin. 


river rivor copious natural stream of 


water flowing in a natural bed. xin (R. 
Glouc.). — AN. river(e), (O)F. riviére friver 
bank, river = Pr. ribiera bank, river, Sp. 
ribera, It. riviera bank (spec. of the Genoese 
coast as far as Nice, adopted in Eng. use as 
Riviera rivica:ra) :~ Rom. *ripdria, fem. 
used sb. (sc. terra land) of ripdrius RIPARIAN. 
Hence ri:veriNE! situated on or pert. to a 
river; contemp. with ri'verain -ein — F. 
rive-rain f. rivière. XIX. 


rivet ri-vit small nail or bolt. xiv. - OF. 


rivet, f. river fix, clinch, of unkn. origin; for 
the suffix cf. foret drill, f. forer bore. Hence 
vb. XIV. 


riviére ri'vieer necklace of gems. xix. F., 


RIVER. 


rivulet ri:vjület small stream. xvi (Harri- 


son) alt. of earlier synon. Triveret - F. dim. 
of rivière RIVER, perh. after It. rivoletto, dim. 
of rivolo, dim. of rivo :- L. rivus stream; 
see -LET. 


RIX-DOLLAR 


rix-dollar riksdo:or (hist.) silver coin and 
money of account current XVI-XIX in various 
Eur. countries, xvi. - Du. triksdaler, f. 
g. of rijk (see RICH)-+ daler DOLLAR. 


roach rout] small freshwater fish, Leuciscus 
rutilus. xiv. — OF. roche, with vats. roce, 
roque, of unkn. origin. 


road roud A. ftriding; TRAID (cf. INROAD) 
OE.; B. sheltered water where ships may 
ride XIV; C. line of communication between 
places (also roadway) xvi (Sh.); (gen.) way, 
course XvI (Sh.). OE. rdd = O.Fris. réd, 
MDu. réd, ON. reid, rel. to ridan RIDE. 
Continental words for sense B have diver- 
gent forms, e.g. MDu. réde, MLG., G. reede. 
Sense C may be of local origin and gene- 
ralized from such comps. as OE. hwéolrdd 
wheel-track, stréeamrád course of stream. 


roam roum wander, rove. XIII. perh. :- 
ME. rdmen (as in the obscure rameden of 
La3. 7854) with which Gower’s rhyming of 
rome with home (OE. ham) would agree, but 
the origin remains unknown. 


roan! roun (of horses, etc.) having a coat in 
which the prevailing colour is intermingled 
with another. xvi. — OF. roan (mod. rouan) 
= Pr. rouent, It., Sp. roano, of unkn. origin. 


roan? roun soft flexible leather used in 
bookbinding. xix. Of unkn. origin; 
identity with troan skin (royne XV, rone XV1) 
is not established because of the date. 

roar rər utter full deep or hoarse pro- 
longed cry OE.; make a loud noise or din 
xiv (R. Mannyng). OE. rdrian, corr. to 
MLG. ráren, réren, MDu. reeren, OHG. 
rérén (G. róhren) ; WGerm., of imit. origin. 
Hence sb. xiv (Gower); there is one in- 
stance of OE. geradr. @ For roar (ME. roore) 
confusion, tumult cf. UPROAR. 


roast roust cook by exposure to an open 

fire. xir (RGlouc.). —- OF. rostir (mod. 
rôtir), corr. to Pr. raustir, Cat. rostir, It. 
arrostire = WGerm. *raustjan, whence Du. 
roosten, OHIG. rdsten (G. rösten), f. röst, 
rosta gridiron, grill, réstpfanna frying-pan; 
pp. roast (ME. roste) survives in roast beef 
XVII (whence F. rosbif, earlier trot de bif, 
Russ. róstbif, etc.), roast meat XVI. 


rob rab deprive (one) of by force; plunder, 
pillage. xim (AncrR.). -— OF. rob(b)er = 
Pr. raubar, Sp. robar, Pg. roubar, It. rubare, 
of Germ. origin; f. base *raub-, repr. also by 
REAVE; cf. ROBE. So ro bbznz?, ro:bbenv. 
XIL — AN. rob(b)ere, -erie. 


roband rou-bend (naut.) rope for attaching 
head of sail to its yard. xi11 (Sandahl). ME. 
roband, -end, (also ropbend xit, robyn Xy), 
—- LDu. raband (whence Sc. raband xvi), f. 
ra (pron. rd) sailyard + band BAND}, 


robe roub long outer garment. xu (S. Eng. 

Leg.). —(O)F. robe = Pr. rauba, Cat., It. 
roba, (erratically 5p. ropa, Pg. roupa) := 
Rom. *rauba, of Germ. origin, as ROB, 
the orig. sense being ‘booty’, (hence) 
clothes, regarded as spoil. Hence vb. xiv. 


ROCKET 


robin robin small red-breasted bird, Eri- 
thacus rubecula xvr; short for r. redbreast 
Xv, both being Sc. in their earliest use. 
- OF. Robin, familiar var. of the masculine 
name Robert (used xv for ‘robin’); also 
robinet (xv to mod. dial.). In round r. (xvii) 
the adj. describes the circular unpunctuated 
list of names on the document; the re- 
ference of the sb. is unkn. 


robot rou:bot, robot mechanism doing the 
work of a man, automaton. xx. — G. robot, 
Czech robota compulsory service, rel. to 
G. arbeit work, OE. earfop difficulty, 
hardship. 


Rob Roy rob roi: name (meaning ‘Red 
Robert’) of a famous Highland freebooter 
(1671-1734) given by John Macgregor (1825- 
92) to a canoe in which he made extensive 
voyages; (hence) kind of canoe for one person 
propelled with a double-bladed paddle x1x. 


robust roubast strong and hardy. xvi. 
— (O)F. robuste or L. róbustus oaken, firm 
and hard, solid, f. róbus, older form of robur 
oak, strength :—- *reudhos, f. IE. *reudh- RED. 
Hence robu:stious; freq. in xvi1, becoming 
rare in XVIII, when Johnson described it as 
‘now only used in low language, and in a 
sense of contempt’; revived xIx. 


roc rok bird of Eastern legend, of enormous 
size and strength. xvi. In early use in roche, 
roque, ruc, ruch — Sp. trocho, Pg. roco, It. 
troche, Sp., Pg., It. ruc— Arab. rokh, 
rukh(kh). 


rochet ro'tfit linen vestment of the surplice 
kind worn by bishops, etc.; (dial) smock 
frock. xiv. —- (O)F. rochet, var. of roquet 
(whence ME. roket xii), corr. to It. 
vocc(h)etto, medL. rochetum, etc., dim. f. 
Germ. base found in OE. vocc, OS., (M)Du. 
rok, OHG. roch (G. rock) coat, ON. rokkr 
(cf. OIr. rucht tunic) ; see -ET. 


rock! rok move from side to side on a pivot. 
Late OE. roccian, prob. f. Germ. *rukk- 
move, remove (of which no outside cogns. 
are known), repr. also by MLG., MDu. 
rukken, rocken (Du. rukken tug, jerk, 
snatch), OHG. rucchan (G. rücken move, 
push), ON. rykkja pull, tug. 
rock? rok soiid part of the earth’s crust, 
mass of this. xiv. — OF. ro(c)que, var. of 
(O)F. roche (adopted in Eng. XIII and sur- 
viving dial.) = Pr., Sp. roca, It. rocca, 
roccia, medL. rocca, rocha ; of unkn. origin. 
«| Late OE. stànrocc 'fstone-rock' contains 
an early adoption of the medL. (Rom.) 
word. Hence ro-cky}, xv. 


rock? rok (arch., dial) distaff. xiv. - 
MLG. rocken, MDu. rocke (Du. rok, rokken) 
or ON. rokkr = OHG. rocco (G. rocken) 
+= Germ. ¥*rukkon, of unkn. origin, whence 
Rom. *rukka, *rokka (in Sp. rueca, Pg. roca, 
It. rocca). 

rocket! ro-kit cruciferous annual, Eruca 
sativa. XVI. — F. roquette (xvi)  -— It. 
rochetta, var. of ruchetta (whence also Sp. 
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ruqueta), dim. of ruca := L. ériica caterpillar, 
plant with downy stems. 


rocket? ro:kit cylindrical paper or metal 
case designed to be projected on ignition of 
explosive contents. XVII. — (O)F. roquette = 
It. rocchetto, dim. of rocca ROCK?; so called 
from the cylindrical form. Hence vb. XIX. 


rococo rókou:kou told-fashioned; charac- 
terized by conventional shell-and-scroll- 
work, as of the time of Louis XIV and XV 
of France. xix. — F. rococo, fanciful alt. of 
rocaille pebble- or shell-work, f. roc ROCK?. 


rod rod straight slender wand x11; stick for 
measuring with ; measure of length and of 
area XV. Late OE. rodd, synon. with Con- 
tinental forms cited s.v. ROOD, but formally 
distinct; prob. rel. to ON. rudda club 
(Norw. dial. rudda, rydda large twig or 
stick, rodda stake). 


rodent rouvdent gnawing, belonging to the 
Rodentia. xix. — L. ródent-, -éns, prp. of 
rddere gnaw (cf. CORRODE, ERODE), rel, to 
Skr. rddati scratch, dig; see -ENT. 


rodeo roudeiou, rou:diou round-up of 
cattle xix; exhibition of lassooing, etc. Xx. 
— Sp. rodeo, f. rodear go round, based on 
L. rotdre ROTATE. 


rodomontade rodómonterd vainglorious 
or extravagant boast. xvit. — F. rodomon- 
tade —- It. Trodomontada, -ata, f. F. rodomont, 
It. -monte bragger, boaster, appellative use 
of Rodomonte name (lit. ‘roll-mountain’) of 
a boastful Saracen leader in Boiardo’s 
‘Orlando Innamorato’ and Ariosto’s ‘Or- 
lando Furioso’. Earlier Trodomontada, -ado 
(xvi), with hispaniolized ending ; see -Apo. 
(Also mis-spelt rhodo-.) 


roe! rou small species of deer. OE. rà, 
earlier ràa, ráha (also rdhdéor roe-deer) = 
OS., OHG. rēho (Du. ree, G. reh), ON. rá 
¿= CGerm. (exc. Goth.) *raix- perh. rel. 
to Lith. and Olr. words meaning ‘varie- 
gated, spotted’. €f OE. had also rzge hind, 
corr. to OHG. 7éia. 


roe? rou milt or spawn of a fish. xv. Late 
ME. rou(e), rough, roof :- *rose - MLG., 
MDu. roge = OHG. rogo (MHG. roge); 
contemp. forms are dial. rown (xv, Promp. 
Parv.), later roan (xvi1)= MLG. rogen or 
ON. hrogn (Da. rogn) = OHG. rogan (G. 
rogen), and dial. rawn (xv, Catholicon 
Anglicum), also of Scand. origin (cf. Da. 
ravn), as is likewise F. rogue. The relation 





same base are abrogate, arrogance, derogate, 
prorogue, surrogate. 


rogue roug one of a, class of vagrants XVI 


(Awdelay, Harman); unprincipled man; 
mischievous person XVI; (rendering Cinga- 
lese hora, sora :—Skr. chdra thief) savage 
elephant living apart from the herd xix. 
orig. one of the numerous canting words 
that are recorded from  mid-xvi; perh. 
based on froger begging vagabond pre- 
tending to be a poor scholar from Oxford 
or Cambridge (xvi, Copland), prob. f. 
L. rogáre ask, beg (see prec.)-}--ER'. Hence 
rOo:guERY. Xvi(Sh.). ro:guisH!. XVI. 


roil sce RILE. 


roister roistor swaggerer, reveller. xvi. 


= (O)F. rustre ruffian, alt. of ruste = L. 
rusticus RUSTIC; for the repr. of F. ü by 
Eng. oi cf. tmoil MULE, tots USE, RECOIL. 


Roland roulond legendary nephew of 


Charlemagne celebrated in the ‘Chanson de 
Roland’ and other romances, often with his 
comrade Oliver; hence phr. (give) a R. for 
an Oliver, give as good as one gets, or tit 
for tat. XVII. 


róle, role roul part or character as in a 


play. xvi (role, voll). - VF. Troule, trolle, 
rôle ROLLI, orig. the ‘rol’? containing an 
actor's part, 


roll! roul piece of parchment, etc. made 


into cylindrical form xii (AncrR.); such 
a piece inscribed with formal records, 
register xiv (PPL, Ch.); quantity of 
material, mechanical object in cylindrical 
form, etc. xvi. - OF. rolle, roulle (mod. réle ; 
see prec.) = Pr. role, volle, rocle, roll, roller, 
Sp. rolde group of persons, It. rocchio cylin- 
drical piece of wood or stone :- L. rotulu-s 
(whence also Sp., Pg. rotulo list, bill, It. 
rotolo, ruotolo roll of parchment, cloth, etc.), 
var. of rotula, dim. of rota wheel (ROTA). 
Hence ro-ll-caLL xix, earlier ro-ll-ca:lling 
list XVIII. 


roll? roul turn or cause to turn over and 


over as on an axis or in a socket XIV ; coil or 
cause to coil into a mass ; make a reverberat- 
ing noise XvI. — OF. rol(I)er, (also mod.) 
rouler, the source of (M)HG. rollen — Pr. 
rolar (whence Sp. rollar, Pg. rolar, It. 
rullare):- Rom. *rotuldre (in. AL. xir), 
f. L. rotulus ROLL. Hence roll sb.” act of 
rolling. xvir. roller! rou‘lez cylindrical 
object, as of wood, metal, etc. xv. 


of the various forms and their ult. originare | roller? rou]or crow-like bird with brilliant 


obscure. 


rogation rougei‘fan A. (pl) litanies used 
on the Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday 
before Ascension Day (R. Days) xiv; B. 
(Roman hist.) submission by consuls, etc. of 
a proposed law to the people xv. -L. 
rogatio(n-), in medL. pl. (in sense A) 
Rogatiénés, whence Rom. forms, f. rogdre 
ask, orig. stretch towards, rel. to regere 


plumage, Coracius garrulus. xvit.—G. 
voller, f. rollen ROLL? ; known XVII as Rollar 
Argentoratensis and Strasburg Roller; so 
called from its cry (?). 


rollick ro-dlik romp; esp. in prp. rollicking 


boisterously sportive. xIx (Scott). prob. of 
dial. origin; perh. blending of the vbs. 
romp and frolic. 


direct; see RIGHT, -ATION. @ From the | rollock var. of ROWLOCK, 


(771) 





ROLY-POLY 


roly-poly rouli poudi tworthless fellow 
xvil (rowle powle, rowly powly); name of 
various games involving the rolling of a ball 
XVIII; pudding in which a sheet of paste 
covered with jam, etc. is rolled on itself xrx. 
Fanciful formation on ROLL; the origin of 
the first sense is obscure; the second el. 
may contain POLL? (head). 


rom rom male gipsy. XIX (Borrow). - 
Romany rom man, husband, in various 
gipsy langs. of the Middle East found 
as dom, dóm, dum, lom-Skr. doma, 
domba minstrel-dancer of low caste. So 
Romany romoni gipsy, gipsy language. 
XIX (Vaux, 1812). ~ Gipsy Romani, pl. and 
fem. of Romano adj., f. Rom. 


Romaic roumei'ik pert. to the vernacular 
language of modern Greece, XIX. = Gr. 
Roómaikós, f. Rémé, used spec. of the Eastern 
Empire. 

Roman roumon pert. to (native or in- 
habitant of) ancient Rome xii (RGlouc., 
Cursor M.); pert. to (adherent of) the 
Roman Catholic Church; (typogr.) based 
on the characteristic form of the ancient 
Roman inscriptions xvI. ME. Romein, -ain 
-~(O)F. Romain-L. Rémdnus, f. Roma 
Rome, capital of Italy ; later assim. in sp. to 
L.; preceded by OE. Romane, -an sb. pl.; 
see -AN. R, Catholic (1605), based on the 
official title of the Roman Church, Eccle- 
sia Romana Catholica et Apostolica, ‘Roman 
Catholic and Apostolic Church’. 


romance roumz:ns tale in verse embodying 
adventure, esp. of medieval legend Xii 
(Havelok); fictitious narrative in prose; 
(after Sp. and F. romance) Spanish historical 
ballad xvit. ME. roma(u)zz, -a(u)ns =- OF. 
romanz, -ans, fem. romance — Pr. romans 
(whence Sp., Pg. romance, It. romanzo) the 
vernacular tongue (as dist. from literary 
Latin), work composed in this :- popL. 
*romanice ‘in the Romanic tongue’, adv. of 
L. Rómàánicus, f. Römãnus ROMAN -- -zcus -1C. 
So roma:-nce vb. (xiv), xvii. — OF. roman- 
cier. roma'nckeR? (XIV), xvi. = OF. ro- 
manceor, -cier. 


Romance roumæ'ns vernacular language of 
France, later applied to the related tongues. 
xIv (R. Mannyng). - OF. romanz, fem. 
adj. -ance expressed in the vernacular (see 
prec.), whence medL. romancium, -ia. 


Romanesque roumone'sk t(of a language) 
Romance xvii; (archit.) pert. to building 
of Romanized style x1x. - F. romanesque, 
f. roman ROMANCE; see -ESQUE. 


Romanic roumæ'nik Romance, Romance- 
speaking. xvii. -L. Rómüánicus, f. Rõ- 
manus ROMAN 4- -icus -1C. 


Ro-manist Roman Catholic. xvi (Cover- 
dale). - G. Romanist (Luther) or modL. 
Romanista (Luther, 1520). So Ro-manize 
render Roman or Roman Catholic. xvii. 
Romano- roumeinou comb. form (see 
-0-) of L. Rómánus ROMAN XVII. 


ROOK 


Romansh roumæ'nf language of Latin 
origin spoken in the Grisons (East Switzer- 
land). XVIL. =~ native name Rum-, Ro- 
man(t)sch :- Rom. * Rómánicé Romance. Cf. 
RHÆTO-. See LADIN. 


romant roumæ'nt, romaunt roumö'nt 

(arch.) romance. xvi. - OF. voma(u)nt, 
(later roman), deduced (as if an obl. case) 
from roma(u)jnz ROMANCE. Hence or = 
modL. romanticus romantic roume-n- 
tik of the nature of or suggestive of 
romances or their imaginative or extrava- 
gant qualities. xvir (1650, T. Bayly ‘Herba 
Parietis’). f. romant, ROMAUNT (medL. 
romantium, -tia); whence F. romantique 
(1694), G. romantisch (1698); renewed from 
F. and G. in early XIX. 


Romany rə'məni gipsy; language of the 
gipsies. XIX. ~ Romany Romani pl. of 
Romano, f. rom (see ROM). 


romic rou'mik system of phonetic writing 
‘based on the original Roman values of the 
letters’ (1877, H. Sweet). f. RoMAN--1C. 


Romish rou:mif Roman Catholic (chiefly 
in hostile use). xvi. f. Rome (seat of the 
papal see) 4- -1i8H!, prob. after Du. Roomsch, 
G. Rómisch. So TRo:mrsT Romanist. xvi. 


romp romp frolic boisterously. XVII. 
perh, alt. of RAMP with modification of 
sense. So sb. XVIII. 


rondeau ro:ndou, ródo poem with two 
rhymes throughout and the opening words 
used twice as a refrain. xvI (rare before late 
Xvit, Dryden). —(O)F. rondeau, later form 
of rondel (f. rond ROUND), whence rondeEL? 
ro:ndoal. xiv (Gower). 


rondo ro:ndou (mus.) piece in which a 
return is continually made to the principal 
subject. XVIII. — It. rondo- F. rondeau 
(see prec.). 


Röntgen rö'ntjən name of the German 
scientist Conrad W. Röntgen, applied to 
certain rays. XIX. 


rood rid A. cross, spec. that on which 
Jesus Christ suffered (Holy Rood); crucifix 
(as on a rood loft or screen); B. (now local) 
rod, pole, or perch OE. ; superficial measure, 
40 square poles. xv. In sense A, OE. rōd = 
OFris. rõd(e), OS. rda, Ocel. róða, -i (perh. 
from OE.); in the sense of roD (only in OE. 
seglrod sailyard), the Continental forms are 
OS. rdda, MDu. ro(o)de (also mod. roede), 
OHG. ruota (G. rute). 


roof rūf (pl. roofs, rooves) upper covering of 
a building; palate of the mouth. OE. hréf 
= OF ris. hréf, (M)LG. rdf, MDu. roof 
(Du. roef cabin, cofin lid), ON. hkrdf boat 


shed, of which no certain cogns. are known. 


rook! ruk black harsh-voiced bird of the 
crow kind. OE. /róc — (M)LG. rok, MDu. 
roec (Du. roek), OHG. hruoch, ON. hrókr :- 
Germ. *xyrokaz (whence F. freux), prob. of 
imit. origin. In the sense ‘cheat, swindler, 


[772] 


ROOK 


ROTA 





sharper’, with corr. vb., a gaming sl. use of 
late xvi. Hence roo'KERY. XVIII. 


rook? ruk piece at chess also called castle. 
xiv (R. Mannyng). ME. rok, roke - OF. 
roc(k), rok, corr. to Sp., Pg. roque, It. rocco, 
and various Germ. forms of the same ult. 
origin, Arab.-Pers. rukh, of uncertain orig. 
meaning. 


room rim space OE.; tplace x1v; chamber 

in a building xv. OE. rim — OP ris., OS., 
OHG., ON., Goth. riim (Du. ruim, G. 
raum, Icel., etc. rum), sb. use of CGerm. 
adj. *riimaz spacious (OE. rum, etc.), f. 
*ru-, which has been connected with L. 
rü-s, rü-ris country. For the vocalism cf. 
cooper, droop, etc. Hence (dial.) roomru! 
ramp space. xvr. roo:my!, xvi; cf. 
MLG. rümich, G. rdumig. 


roost rüst perch for fowls. OE. hrést = 
MDu., Du. roest and perh. OS. hrést spars 
of a roof; of unkn. origin. Hence vb. xvi. 


root! rüt part of a plant below the earth's 
surface OE.; source, basis xiv; (math., 
pnilol.) xvi. Late OE. rét —- ON. rót :- 
Scand. *wrot-, obscurely rel. to L. rddix (cf. 
RADISH), r@mus branch, and OE. wyrt (see 
worRT'). Hence root vb. A. in pp. firmly 
fixed xir; B. furnish with roots xiv. C. 
uproot, eradicate XIV. 


root? rüt turn over (soil) with the snout. 
XIV. Later var. of wroot, OE. wrdtan = 


penny, sb. uses of n. and m. of adj. f. rosa 
ROSE; see -ARY. 


rose rouz plant and flower of the genus 


Rosa OE.; rose-shaped figure xiv. OE. 
rose, corr. to MDu. rése (Du. roos), OHG. 
rósa (G. rose), ON. rósa; CGerm. (exc. 
Gothic) - L. rosa (whence F. rose, It., Sp. 
rosa), rel. obscurely to synon. Gr. rhódon (cf. 
RHODODENDRON); reinforced in ME. from 
(O)F. rose. Hence rosy! rourzi xiv. (Ch.; 
rare before xvi); cf. MDu. rosich, MHG. 
rosic (Du., G. rosig). So rosETTE rouze't 
decoration made in the form of a rose, XVIII. 
— (O)F. rosette. 


rosemary  rowzmori evergreen shrub, 


Rosmarinus officinalis. xv. alt., by assoc. 
with ROSE and Mary, of trosmarine (xiv), 
either immed. -— L. rés marinus, late L. 
rosmarinum, ot through (1) OF. rosmarin 
(mod. romarin), corr. to Pr. romari(n), It. 
rosmarino, or (ii) MDu. rosemarine (Du. 
ros(e)marijn), corr. to MHG. rosen marin 
(G. rosmarin), etc. The L. name, which 
appears also as marinus ros, rOs maris, and 
simply rós, means 'sea-dew'. 


Rosicrucian rouzikri-Jon member of a 


society reputed to have been founded in 
1484 by Christian Rosenkranz, the modL. tr. 
of which, viz. rosa crucis or crux i.e. ‘rose (of 
the) cross’ (cf. rosy cross XVII, their alleged 
emblem), is the basis of the name XVII; see 
-IAN. 


(M)LG. wrõten, (M)Du. wroeten, OHG. ruo~ | rosin see RESIN. 
zzen, ON. róta (partly the immed. source), | roster rou‘stad, ro‘stez list or plan exhibit- 


rel. to OE. zrót, LG. wrote snout, G. (with 
instr. suffix) rüssel snout, and perh. ult. to 
L. rodere gnaw (cf. RODENT, ROSTRUM). 


rope roup length of strong line or cordage. 


ing an order of rotation. xvrit. - Du. rooster 
(i) grating, gridiron, (ii) table, list (from the 
appearance of a paper ruled with parallel 
lines), f. roosten ROAST ; see -ER!. 


OE. ráp — OFris. ráp, (M)LG. 7ép, | rostrum. rostrom (pl. rostra) platform for 


(M)Du. reep, (O)FIG. reif, ON. reip, Goth. 
raip (in skaudaraip shoe-thong) :- CGerm. 
*raibaz (adopted in Finn. as raippa rod, 
twig). €| The second el. of STIRRUP. 


roquefort ro:kfoi cheese made at Roque- 
fort, village in S.W. France. XIX. 


roquelaure ro:koloor (hist) man's cloak 
reaching to the knee. xvin. - F., f. name 
of Antoine-Gaston, duc de Roquelaure 
(1656-1738), marshal of France. 


roquet rou‘ki in croquet, hitting another 
player’s ball with one’s own. XIX. presu- 


public speakers in ancient Rome, adorned 
with beaks of captured ships xvi; beak of a 
galley xvir; platform, stage, pulpit XVIII. 
— L. rõstrum beak, snout, etc. (as above), f. 
rodere gnaw (see RODENT) ++ instr. suffix 
*-trom. 


rot rot undergo decay; trans. xiv (Ch., 


Wyclif) ;inimprecations (cf. RAT?, DRAT) XVI 
(Sh.). OE. rotian — OFris. rotia, OS. roton, 
MDu. voten (also mod. rotten, whence G. 
ver|rotten), OHG. rózzén, rel. to MLG. 
róten, MHG. regen; cf. ROTTEN. Hence sb. 
(but perh. = Scand.) x11 (Cursor M.). 


mably arbitrary alt. of CROQUET. rota rou:to political club founded in 1659 


rorqual róo:ikwól species of whale. xix. 
= F. rorqual (Cuvier) - Norw. reyrkval :- 
reydarhvalr, f. reyór (specific name) 3- hvalr 
WHALE, 


rOSACEOUS rouzer|os resembling the roses. 
xvin. — L. 


rosary rou‘zori base coin current in Eng- 
land in the 13th century xiv (Trevisa); rose- 
garden xv; set of devotions, spec. that of 
the B.V.M. (‘Our Lady’s psalter’), set of 
beads for its recitation xv. ~— L. rosdrium 
rose-garden, AL. rosdrius (coin), sc. nummus 
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by J. Harrington, which advocated rotation 
in the offices of government; rotation, 
routine; (R.C.Ch.) supreme court for all 
causes XVII; roster XIX. ~ L. rota wheel, f. 
widespread IE. base (not repr. in OE.) 
meaning ‘wheel’, ‘chariot’ (cf. G. rad). So 
ro-tary (of motion) circular; operating by 
rotation. XvIII - medL. rotdrius. rotate 
routeirtt move in a circular track, etc. xix. 
f. rotát-, pp. stem of L. rotáre turn round, 
whirl about, revolve. rota°’TION. XVI. 
~L.; so F. rotation. Cf. ROTUND, ROUND, 
ROLL?, CONTROL. 


ROTE 


rote! rout (hist.) stringed instrument of the 

violin class, xiii (Cursor M.). - OF. rote — 
Pr. rota; cf. MLG., MDu. rot(t)e, OHG. 
ryot(t)a:; the Rom. and Germ. words are 
identical with the Celtic word repr. in 
CROWD?, 


rote? rout custom, habit; regular pro- 
cedure, routine, esp. in by rote. xiv. Of 
unkn. origin. 

rotograph rou'tograf photographic print 
of a page, etc. containing a reversed image 
(proprietary name XIX), f. roto-, used as 
comb. form of L. rota wheel4- -GRAPH. 


rotten ro-tn decomposed, putrid XIII; fig. 
corrupt XIV. — ON. rotinn, which has the 
form of a pp. of the base *raut- *reut- 
*rut-, repr. by ROT; see -EN®, 
rotund routa'nd round, rounded XVIIL; 
sonorous (cf. OROTUND) XIX. —- L. rotundus, 
f. rotdre ROTATE (cf. secundus favourable, f. 
sequi follow). So rotu:nda, also trotundo, 
round-shaped building. xvi (Evelyn). alt. 
(after L. rotundus) of rotonda (xvii) - It. 
rotonda, sb. use (sc. camera) of fem. of 
rotondo ROUND. rotumndiry. xvi. -F. 
or L. 


rouble rü:b! Russian monetary unit. XVI. 
Earliest forms rubbel, robel, ruble, later 
rouble (after F.). — Russ. rubl’, related by 
some to RUPEE. 


roue rürei debauchee, rake. xvirr. F., pp. 
of rouer break on the wheel, f. roue wheel 
s= L. rota (see ROTA); applied Joc. (it is said) 
by Philip, Duke of Orleans, regent of 
France (1715-23), to his profligate com- 
panions because they were worthy of such 
punishment. 

rouge rū3 À. R. Croix and R. Dragon, two 
pursuivants of the English College of Arms, 
so called from their badges xv ; B. red powder 
used as a cosmetic xvii, — (O)F. rouge :— 
L. rubeu-s RED. Hence rouge vb. XVIII. 


rough raf not even or smooth OE.; turbu- 
lent, violent x11; harsh, sharp xiv. OE. 
ruh =: MLG., MDu. rich, ri (Du. ruig, ruzw), 
OHG. rüh (G. rauh) += WGerm. *ráx(vw)az, 
rel. to Lith. rùkti be wrinkled, rauka wrinkle, 
Skr. rüksás rough. Hence rou-ghen®, xvi. 
rou:ghcasr. xvi. f. cast Tcover by casting 
mortar on. 

roulette rulet game of chance played on 
a table with a revolving centre. XVIII. 
— F. roulette, f. rouelle, dim. of roue wheel :- 
L. rota; see ROTATION, -ETTE. 


Ro(u)manian see Rumanian. 


round! raund A. of the form of a bal 
xui (RGlouc.) B. full, complete, plain, 
straightforward. QC. vigorous, severe XIV; 
plain, straightforward xvi. ME. rond, 
round = OF. rond-, round-, inflexional stem 
of ront, roont, earlier reont (mod. rond) — 
Pr. redon, Sp. redondo, It. Tritondo, Rum. 
rdtund :- Rom. *retundus, for L. rotundus 
ROTUND. Hence sb. xiv, vb. xiv, adv. xim; 
prep., perh. aphetic of AROUND xv11 (Sh.). 


ROVER 


€ The F. word has been adopted into most 
of the Germ. langs.; e.g. MDu. ront (Du. 
rond, MHG. runt (G. rund), (M)Sw. rund. 


round? raund (arch.) whisper. OE. riinian, 
ME. rune, roune = OS. riinon, MLG., 
MDu. rünen, OHG. rünén, OSw. runa; 
f. OE. rün, ME. run, roun dark saying, 
counsel, runic letter, RUNE. For the para- 
sitic d cf. BOUND?, SOUND*. 

roundel rau:ndoel circle, circular object xiit1 
(S. Eng. Leg.); rondeau xiv (Ch.). - OF. 
rondel or -elle, f. rond ROUND ; see -EL?; cf. 
It. rondello, -ella; adopted freely into Germ. 
langs., (M)Du. rondeel, G., Sw. rundel, etc. 
Cf. RONDEAU, RONDO. 


roundelay rau:ndolei short song with a 
refrain, xvI. —(O)F. rondelet (whence ME. 
roundelet) with ending assim. to VIRELAY or 
LAY. 

roup rüp disease of poultry. xvi (Turber- 
ville), Of unkn. origin. 


rouse! rauz refl. and intr. (of a hawk) shake 

the feathers xv (Bk. St. Albans); start 
(game); cause to rise from slumber, etc. 
XVI. orig. techn. term of hawking and 
hunting, of unkn. origin. Cf. AROUSE. 


rouse? rauz (arch. bumper of liquor, 
carousal. xvir (Sh.), prob. aphetic of ca- 
ROUSE, as in such phr. as take, drink, make 
carouse being apprehended as drink, etc. 
arouse. But cf. Da. drikke en rus get drunk, 
Du. roes, G. rausch drunkenness. 


rout! raut company, troop; disorderly com- 
pany XII; tthe r., the common herd xiv; 
riot, uproar XV; fashionable gathering XVII. 
ME. rute, route = AN. rute (cf. AL. ruta), 
OF. route = Pr. rota $ Rom. *rupta, sb. 
use (sc, turba, turma band, crowd) ‘broken 
or fractional company’ of fem. of pp. of L. 
rumpere break (see RUPTURE). Cf. next. 


rout? raut disorderly retreat. xvi. =F. 
Troute (in the sense of déroute), prob. — It. 
rotta breakage, discomfiture of an army :- 
Rom. *rupta, noun of action (for L. ruptio, 
ruptüra) f. rupt-, rumpere (see prec.). Hence 
rout vb. xvi. 


route rüt, (in army use) raut way, course 

XIII (obs. in ME. in Xv; readopted xvi); 
(mil) order to march, marching orders 
XVIII. - OF. rute, (also mod.) route :—- 
Rom. *rupta, sb. use (sc. via way) of fem. 
of pp. of rumpere (see prec.). 


rouüne rütin regular or unvarying pro- 
cedure. XVII (rotine). = F. routine, trotine, 
f. route (see prec.). 


rove rouv TA. shoot with arrows aft a 
selected mark for finding the range xv; 
B. wander at random XVI. poss. southern- 
ized form of (dial) rave stray (xiv), prob. 
of Scand. origin (cf. Icel. ráfa); sense B 
prob. due to infl. by ROVER. 


rover rou'vər sea-robber, pirate. XIV 
(Gower). -MLG., MDu. rover, f. raven 
rob, REAVE. 
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ROW 


row! rou number of persons or things set 
in a line. ME. raw, row (xiir) points to OE. 
*rãw (of doubtful authenticity), var. of ræw 
(ME. rew) :- *rai(z)wa, prob. obscurely rel. 
to MDu. vie (Du. rij), MHG. rihe (G. reihe) 
<< *retywan, beside OHG. riga, ON. riga, 
rega string i— *rigwa; cf. Skr. rékhá stroke, 
line. 

row? rou use oars OE.; trans. xiv. OE. 
rowan, pt. réow (weak inflexions appear XIII) 
== OF ris. *rdta, MLG. rdjen (Du. roezjen), 
MHG. riiejen steer (G. rojen is ~ LG.), ON. 
róa, f. Germ. *ró- steer, belonging to the 
IE. series *ero- *ré- *ró, repr. in Gr. 
erétés rower, eretmón oar, tri|érés TRIREME, 
triakónt|oros 30-oared, L. ràmus oar, Olr. 
rdme oar, ro|rdiset have rowed, Lith. irti row, 
irklas, Skr. aritd rower, aritras oar, and 
RUDDER. 

row? rau violent commotion, noisy dispute. 
XVII. Of sl. or base origin, acc. to Grose 
1785 a Cambridge term ; the source is unkn. 
(towrow intoxicated is recorded earlier); 
Todd, 1818, notes it as ‘a very low ex- 
pression’, 

rowan rou on, Sc. rau’on mountain ash, 
Pyrus Aucuparia. xvi (rountree). Of Scand. 
origin ; cf. Norw. rogn and raun, Icel. reynir. 

rowdy rawdi backwoodsman of a rough 
type; violent disorderly person. XIX; orig. 
Amer., but the source is unkn. 

rowel rau: ol spur-wheel. xiv. = OF. roel, 
roele (mod. rouelle corr. to Pr. rodella knee- 
cap, Sp. rodilla knee, It. rotella little wheel. 
:- late L. rotella, dim. of rota wheel; see 
ROTATION, -EL?, and cf. ROULETTE. 

rowlock ra:lok, ro-l- device forming the 
fulcrum for the oar in rowing. xvi. alt., 
by substitution of row? for the first syll., 
of oarlock, OE. arloc, f. dr OAR 4- loc fasten- 
ing, LOCK?, 

royal roi ol pert. to a king or kings. XIV 
(Ch.). - OF. roial (mod. royal) :- L. régd- 
lis REGAL. So royalty. xiv. (Ch.). - OF. 
roialte (mod. royauté) ; superseded somewhat 
earlier Treal(te), trial(te). roy-:alistT. XVII; 
first in Charles I’s reign, perh. modelled on 
F. royaliste. 

rub rab subject a surface to friction with 
pressure, trans. and intr. xiv (PPl., Wycl. 
Bible, Maund.). perh. — LG. rubben (whence 
prob. Sw., Norw., Icel. rubba, Da. rubbe); 
ult. origin unkn. Hence rub sb. obstacle, 
produced as if by rubbing a surface (techn., 
at bowls) xvi; often fig. as in there’s the r. 
rubber! ra‘bar rubbing implement xvi; 
piece of a substance used for this (short 
for India(n) rubber) xvii. @ The synon. 
Trodde, rudde (xtr11-xv) is curiously similar. 


rub-a-dub r4 boda4b. xvi. imit. of 
drumming sound. 


rubber? ra‘ba: set of (usu.) three games, as 
of bowls, whist, etc., the last of which is 
decisive for victory (}also spec. this game). 
xvI. The earliest exx. have (play) a rubbers. 
Perh. spec. application of RUBBER. 


RUDDOCK 





rubbish r4: bif waste or refuse material. 
xiv. Late ME. robous, robys, -ishe, rubbes 
— AN. rubbous, perh. for *robeus, pl. of 
*robel RUBBLE; assim. to -ish and -idge 
(XVIII). 


rubble r4:bl waste fragments of stone, esp. 
from demolished buildings XIV; pieces of 
undressed stone xvi. Late ME robyl, rubel, 
perh. - AN. *robel, f. OF. robe spoils (see 
ROBE); cf. -EL?, -LE!. 

rubicund ri-bikend tinclined to redness 
Xv1 (rubtco(u)nd, Hawes); of ruddy com- 
plexion xvir. -- F. rubicond or L. rubicundus, 
f. rubére be RED. 


rubidium rubi:diom (min.) mineral related 
to cesium, lithium, ete. XIX. f. L. rubidus, 
f. rub- of ruber RED; in allusion to the two 
red lines in its spectrum; see -IUM. 


rubric rü-brik A. tred earth, ruddle xv 
(Promp. Parv.) ; B. direction (in red) for the 
conduct of divine service xiv; heading of a 
division of a book, etc. xv. Rare before 
XVII, rubriche, -ishe being the usual form 
xtv-xv1 (Ch., Lydg., Caxton). - OF, 
rubriche, -ice (XIII), beside rubrique, or its 
source L, riibrica red earth, title of a law, 
law itself (written with red ochre), sb. use 
(sc. terra earth) of adj. f. ruber RED. 


ruby rū'bi red precious stone. xiv. = OF. 
rubi (mod. rubis), corr. to Pr. robi, Sp. 
rubi(n), Pg. rubi(m) — medL. rubīnu-s, sb. 
use (sc. lapis stone) of adj. f. base of L. 
rubeus, ruber RED. 

ruche rü[ frill of light material. xix. -= F. 
ruche beehive, and (with allusion to the 
plaits of a straw hive) frill. -(O)F. ruche = 
Pr. rusca, etc. i~ med. vasca bark of tree, 
of Celtic origin. 

ruck! rak heap, stack, pile xm (AncrR.); 
multitude, throng xvr; undistinguished 
crowd xix. Of unkn. origin, but perh. 
Scand. (cf. Norw. synon. ruka). 

ruck? rak crease, fold. xvr (presumably 
of much earlier occurrence). ~ ON. krukka 
(Norw. hrukka) :- *hrunka, rel. to Norw. 
rukla, rukka, MSw. rynkia (cf. ME. and 
dial. runkle). 

rucksack ra‘ksek, ru-k- knapsack. xIx. - 
G. rucksack, f. dial. rucken (= rücken back, 
RIDGE) -+ sack SACK}, 


ruction r4'kfon (colloq.) disturbance, dis~- 
orderly action (esp. pl.). xvii (rare before 
XIX). perh. joc. based on L. ructus belching 


rudder ra-do1 tsteering oar OE.; steering- 
gear mounted in a boat or ship xiv (R. 
Mannyng). OE. roper — OFris. róther, 
MLG. (whence Norw., Da. ror), MDu. 
róder (Du. roer), OHG. ruodar (G. ruder) 
:- WGerm. *rópra- (ON. róür denotes the 
act of rowing), rel. to ROW?. 

ruddle r4:di red ochre. xvi. f. base of 
RUDDY; see -LE', and cf. contemp. RADDLE, 
and reddle (XVIII). 

ruddock r^dok (dial) redbreast, robin. 
OE. rudduc, rel, to RUDDY; sce -OCK. 
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RUDDY 


ruddy ra‘di red, reddish, orig. of the face. 
Late OE. rudig, f. base of rudu red colour, 
redness, rel. to réad, réod, RED ; see -Y!. 


rude rüd in various transf. and fig. senses 

of ‘rough’. xiv (Ch). -(O)F. rude - L. 
rudis unwrought, unformed, uncultivated, 
uncultured, unpolished, orig. techn. term 
of handicraft, rel. to rūdus rubble., Cf. 
next and ERUDITE. 


rudiment rū'dimənt (pl.) first principles 
or elements. xvi. =F. rudiment or L. 
yudimentum (Livy, of the early experience 
of military service), f. rudis RUDE, after 
elementum element. Hence rudime:-ntar!. 
XVI ; now superseded by rudime-ntany. xix, 
after F. rudimentaire. 


rue! ra (arch. exc. as surviving in rue:FuL! 
XIII) sorrow, regret OE; compassion XIII. 
OE. hréow = MLG., MDu. rouwe, Du. 
rouw, OHG. (h)riuwa (G. reue) rel. to 


next. 


rue? rü aífect with contrition orsorrow OE. ; 

affect with pity XII; repent of xri. OE. 
hréowan (pt. hréow) = OF ris. hridwa, OS. 
hreuwan (Du. rouwen), OHG. (h)riuwan 
(G. reuen) ; Germ. str. vb. (not in Goth. ; cf. 
ON. Aryggja, hryggva distress, grieve) of 
which no cogns. are known. See RUTH. 


rue? rū shrub of the genus Ruta. (XIV ; ruwe 
Wycl. Bible). = (O)F. rue = Pr., Sp. ruda, 
It. ruta, Rum. rutd t= L. riita - Gr. rhité, 
orig. a Peloponnesian word. 


ruelle riicl space between bed and wall; 
side of bed nearest the wall; bedroom in 
which a lady of quality received xvni. - 
(O)F. ruelle lane, dim. of rue street = Pr., 
It. ruga t= L. riiga wrinkle (cf. RUGOSE). 


ruff? raf small freshwater fish of the perch 
family, Acerina cernua. xv. prob. sb. use of 
ROUGH; cf. modL. aspredo (f. asper rough) 
applied to the fish by John Caius. 


ruff? raf truffle on a garment; article of 
neckwear consisting of linen, etc. starched 
in folds. xvi. poss. sb. use of ruff, ROUGH. 


ruff? raf tformer card-game xvi; kind of 
trump at cards xvii; (from the vb.) act of 
trumping XIX. — OF. roffle, rouffle, earlier 
ronfle, vomfle, corr. to It. ronfa, poss. alt. of 
trionfo TRUMP?, Hence vb. xvi. 


rufft raf male of the sandpiper, dis- 
tinguished in the breeding-season by a ruff. 
XVII. transf. use of RUFF?. 


ruffian ra‘fison man of lawless, brutal, or 
violent behaviour xvi (ruffian, ruffin); 
tpander, bawd xvi. —(O)F. ruf(f)ian — It. 
rufíano (whence also Pr. rufian, rofian), 
supposed to be f. dial. rofia scab, scurf, of 
Germ. origin (OHG. ruf scurf). 


ruffle’ ra-fl spoil the orderly arrangement 
of Xil (Cursor M.); (gen.) disorder, dis- 
arrange XVI; disturb the mind or temper of 
XVII. Of unkn. origin. Hence ru-fHe sb. 
disorderly state xvi; ornamental edging to 
a garment XVIII. 


RUMBLE 


ruffle? ra-fl (arch.) contend with; swagger, 
hector. xv. Hence ru:ffler! tone of a class 
of vagabonds; swaggering fellow. xvr. Of 
unkn. origin. 


rufous rū'fəs reddish. xviu. f. L. rūfus, 
rel. to ruber; see RUBRIC, -OUS. 


rug rag ‘trough woollen stuff; piece of 
thick woollen stuff used as a coverlet xvi; 
floor mat xiX. prob. of Scand. origin (cf. 
Norw. dial. rugga coverlet, Sw. rugg ruffled 
or coarse hair) and rel. to RAG!. So rug- 
gED! ra'gid tshaggy, hirsute xIv; rough, 
uneven (also fig.) xvi. prob. pp. forma- 
tion of Scand. origin on the same base; cf. 
RAGGED. 


Rugby ra’gbi name of a public school at 
Rugby in Warwickshire, after which one of 
the two chief games of football is named. 
xix. Hence (sl.) ru:ggrEn*. xix. 


rugose rü'gous wrinkled. xvii. - L. rügó- 
sus, f. vüga wrinkle; see -osx!. 


ruin rü'in (state consequent upon) giving 
way and falling down xiv (concr. xv); 
downfall, utter loss x1v. -(O)F. ruine, corr. 
to Sp., It. ruina = L. ruina, f. ruere fall. So 
ruin vb. xvi. ~(O)F. ruiner or medL. 
ruindre. | rwinATE?, ruima'TION. XVI. 
ruinous. xiv (Wycl. Bibl). - (O)F. or L. 


yuinosus. 


rule rül principle of procedure, conduct, 
etc.; code of religious life xir (AncrR.); 
standard of estimation, etc. ; graduated strip 
of wood or metal xiv. rule of thumb xvii. 
ME. riule, reule - OF. riule, reule, ruile :— 
Rom. *regula, for L. regula straight stick, 
bar, pattern, rel. to regere rule (see REGENT), 
réx (rég-) king. So rule vb. govern xin 
(AncrR.); mark with lines xv. - OF. reuler 
~ late L. réguldre REGULATE. Hence ru'leri. 
XIV. 

rum: ram spirit distilled from sugar- 
cane products. xvIII. perh. shortening 
of slightly earlier rumbullion, rumbustion, 
of unkn. origin. Q The word has become 
CEur. 

rum? ram (sl) queer, odd. xvin. poss. 
var. of ROM in collocations like rum cove. 
Also ruzxmmy!. xix. 

Rumanian, Ro(u)manian rimei-nian pert. 
to (native of) Rumania, a country of S.E. 
Europe, the natives of which speak a 
language of the Romanic group having a 
large element of alien vocabulary ; see -IAN. 
XIX. 


rumbelow r4mbolou: meaningless com- 
bination of syllables used as a refrain 
chanted by sailors when rowing. XIV. 
Often coupled with hevelow, heve (and) how, 
hey (and) how or ho. 

rumble ra‘mbl make a low heavy con- 
tinuous sound. XIV (Ch.). prob. + MDu. 
rommelen, rummelen (Du. rommelen), whence 
G. rummeln, OSw. rumbla, etc.; of imit. 
origin. 
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RUMINATE 





ruminate rü'mineit meditate (upon); chew 
the cud. xvi. f. pp. stem of L. rüminári, -àáre, 
f. rümin-, rümen throat, gullet, (in mod. 
scientific use) first stomach of a ruminant; 
see -ATE?*, Soru:minaNT (animal) that chews 
the cud. xvrr. rumina‘TION. xvi (Sh.). 
rummage ra‘mid3 Tstowage, orig. in a 
ship's hold; (dial.) commotion xvr; (from 
the vb.) overhauling search xvIII. - AN. 
*yumage (cf. AL. rumagium, also runagium), 
aphetic of OF. arrumage (mod. arrimage), 
f. farrumer, var. of OF. arimer, aruner, 
ariner, f. a- Ap---run RUN?; see -AGE. R. 
sale is first recorded (xix) for the sale of 
unclaimed goods at docks or odds and ends 
left in a warehouse. Hence ru'mmage vb. 
Tstow in the hold, tset (a ship) in order; 
search (orig. the hold), also intr. xvi. 


rummer ra‘moz (arch.) large drinking- 
glas. xvir. Of LDu. origin; cf. Du. 
roemer, LG. (whence G.) rómer, f. roemen, 
etc. extol, boast. 


rumour rümoi favourable report XIV 
(Ch., Trevisa); general report or hearsay 
XIV (Wycl. Bible). Late ME. rumur, 
rumo(u)r - OF. rumur, -or (mod. -eur) — 
Pr. rumor, etc. =- L 


rump ramp hindquarters, buttocks. xv 
(Promp. Parv.); small or contemptible 
remainder xvii. prob. of Scand. origin; cf. 
(M)Da. rumpe, (M)Sw. rumpa, Icel. rumpr ; 
corr. forms in (M)Du., (M)LG., and 
(O)HG. mean the trunk of the body; the 


orig. sense may be tree-stump. 


rumple r4:mpl crease, wrinkle, crumple. 
XVII. f. vumple sb. wrinkle, fold (xvi, 
Dunbar). - (M)Du. rompel, deriv. of MDu. 
rompe, MLG. rumpe wrinkle, or- MDu., 
MLG. rumpelen, rompelen, rel. to OE. 
*rpnpan, in pp. gerumpen contracted, 
wrinkled, (M)LG., (M)Du. rimpel wrinkle, 
OHG. rimpfan (G. riimpfen). 


rumpus ra-mpss disturbance, row. XVIII 
(Foote). Of fanciful formation (?). 


run? ran, pt. ram ren, pp. rum ran go 
along at quicker than walking pace; (gen.) 
move forward with speed. In finite parts 
of this vb. the present form with -u- 
is not current before xvi (runne), but the 
var. ronne is earlier. The vowel resulted 
from levelling through from forms in which 
it was original, viz. pt. pl. runnen (OE. 
*runnon) and pp. runne(n), ronnen (pp. 
gerunnen coagulated, curdled). OE. rinnan, 
pt. rann = OFris. rinna, renna, OS., 
OHG. rinnan, (MLG., MDu., G. rinnen), 
ON. vinna, Goth. rinnan; CGerm. str. vb. 
of unkn. origin. But the metathesized form 
of this was commoner in OE., viz. iernan 
(pt. arn, orn, urnon, pp. urnen), which died 
out in ME., except for a few survivals in 
mod. dialects. "The common ME. present 
tense forms rinne, renne, were prob. 
due to ON. rinna, renna, with pt. ran, 
pp. run, reinforced from the same source. 
Hence run sb. xv (act or spell of running; 





RURAL 


later in many techn. uses). @ Parallel de- 
velopments are found in BURN?. 


run? ran (naut.) part of a ship’s bottom that 
rises from the keel and narrows towards 
either end. xvir. perh. - OF. run ship’s 
hold = (M)Du. ruim space (ROOM). 


runagate  r^nogeit  Tapostate;  (arch.) 
deserter, runaway ; vagabond. xvi. alt. of 
ren(n)egate (see RENEGADE), by assoc. with 
renne RUN and agate on the way, away, 
(f. A-"-+- gate, GAIT). 

runcible ra: nsibl r. spoon kind of fork for 
pickles curved like a spoon and having three 
broad prongs (one with a sharp edge). xix. 
First used by Edward Lear as a nonsense 
word in r. cat, r. hat, r. spoon; supposed to 
be alt. of rouncival, which has been used in 
many senses of obscure origin, and has been 
identified with the place-name Roncesvalles 
(Roncevaux). 


runcinate fra‘nsineit irregularly saw- 
toothed. xvi. —modL. runcindtus, f. L. 
runcina joiner's plane (formerly taken also 
to mean a kind of saw); see -ATE*. 


rundale ra‘ndeil form of joint occupation 
of land. xvr. (Sc. ryndale, rindaill, later 
rendal, rennal, anglicized rundale). f. rin, 
Sc. var. of RUN -+ dale, north. form of DOLE. 


rune rūn character of the earliest Germanic 
alphabet. xvir. Adopted from Danish writers 
on Northern antiquities, and repr. ON. 
*rün, pl. ránar, rínir secret or hidden lore, 
runes, magical signs (Sw. ruza, Da. rune) — 
OE. rün mystery, runic letter, secret con- 
sultation, OS., OHG., Goth. riina (cf. 
ROUND?). So ru'nic. xvii (Evelyn). - modL. 
rinicus. @ ‘The words have been adopted 
into other Eur. langs.; e.g. G., Du. rune, F. 
rune, runique ; also Finnish runo poem, song 
of the Kalevala, whence rune has been so 
used in Eng., and gen. for ‘song, poem, 
verse' (XIX). 


rung ran stick of rounded form used as a 
rail, etc. OE.; stave of a ladder xir. OE. 
hrung = MLG. runge (Du. rong), OHG. 
runga (G. runge from LG.), Goth. hrugga 
papdos. 

runnel ra‘nl small stream. xvi. Later 
form (by assim. to RUN) of rinel, OE. rynel, 
rynele, rinnele, f. run-, rin-, base of RUN!; 
see -EL!, 


runt rant (dial) old tree-stump xvi (G. 
Douglas), small breed of cattle xvr; un- 
couth, ill-conditioned, or dwarfish person: 
stout variety of domestic pigeon XVII. Of 
unkn. origin. 


rupee rüpi monetary unit of India. xvit. 
-Urdu rāpiyah = Skr. riipya wrought 
silver; cf. ROUBLE, 


rupture r4 ptío1i breach xv; abdominal 
hernia xvi; break xvii. — F. rupture or L. 
ruptura, f. pp. stem of rumpere break; see 
REAVE, -URE. 

rural rua-ial pert. to the country X the 
town. xv (Lydg.). - (O)F. rural or late L. 
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ruralis, f. riir-, riis the country :- *rewos = 
Av. ravah- space, rel. to OSI. ravinii flat, 
level, and ROOM ; see -AL!. 





Ruritania ruoriternio imaginary kingdom 
of Central Europe in Anthony Hope's 
novels (1894, 1898); transf. petty state, 
esp. as a scene of court romance and in- 
trigue. Hence -a:niAN. f. L. rüri-, rüs 
country 4- -tama, of Lusitania, etc. 


rusa rürso E. Indian red deer. xix. modL. 
— Malay. Cf. BABIROUSSA. 


ruse rüz Tdetour, doubling in the track xv; 
trick, dodge xvir. =(O)F. ruse, f. ruser 
(whence ME. ruse repulse in battle, make 
a detour as a hunted animal) drive back, 
perh. :- Rom. *ru(r)sáre, f. L. rursus back- 
(wards) :— *reworsos, f. re- RE- 1-t- *e,ors- 
turned (cf. -WARD, WORTH). 


rush! raf plant of the order Juncacee. OE. 
rysc(e), recorded chiefly in place-designa- 
tions, corr. to MLG., MHG. (Du., G.) rusch; 
the development u:-y before point- 
cons. is paralleled in blush, cluster, etc. 
OE. rysc(e), with the vars. resé(e), risc(e), 
*rex(e), rix(e), surviving dial. in resh, rish, 
rex, rix, and corr. to MLG., MDu. risch, 
etc., point to a Germ. series *rask- *resk- 
*rusk-, with poss. further connexions in L. 
vestis (1— *rezgtis) rush, leaf of onion or 
garlic, rope, cord, Lith. rézgis basket, rezgi 
plait, Skr. rd7jus rope. 


rush? raf tforce out of place, move with 

force or speed; also intr. xiv (Barbour, 
Wycl. Bible); the sense-development was 
prob. infl. by phonetic appropriateness 
- AN. russher, var. of OF. russer, ruser (see 
RUSE). @ For -sh cf. bushel, push. 


rusk rask (piece of) bread re-fired so as to 

be hard and crisp. xvi. — Sp., Pg. rosca 
twist, coil, twisted roll of bread, of unkn. 
origin. 


Russ ras pert. to (native of) Russia. Rus’, 

Russ. name for the Russian lands and 
people before the sixteenth century. So 
RussIan ra‘fan. xvi. -medL. Russidnus 
f. Russia. (Russ. Rossiya prob. - Gr. 
"Poocía.) 


russet r4'sit coarse woollen cloth of reddish- 
brown or other subfusc colour xii; adj. 
reddish-brown xiv (hence sb. russet colour 
XVI; russet apple XVIII). = AN. russet, var. 
of OF. rousset, rosset, dim. f. rous (mod. 
roux) = Pr. ros, It. rosso :- L. russu-s (s= 
*rudhsos) RED; see -ET. 


rust rast brownish coating formed on iron 
and steel by oxidation. OE. rast = OS., 
(O)HG. rost, (M)Du. roest, based on Germ. 
*rudh- *reudh- *raudh- RED; cf. synon. 
ON. ryd, OSL rüzda, Lett. rüsa (rusta 
brown colour), L. róbigo, rübigo. Hence vb. 
XIII (ncrR.). rustv!. OE. rüstig, with corr. 


RYE 





forms in other Germ. langs. Q The long 
quality of the OE. vowel is shown by dial. 
roust (xiv), Sc. roost, but shortening may 
have been very early. 


rustic ra'stik pert. to the country xv; sb. 
countryman, peasant XVI. — L. rüsticus, f. 
yus country )( town; cf. F. rustique (xiv). So 
ru'sticaL. xv. - OF. or medL. ru-sticATE? 
retire to the country XVII; trans. XVI. f. 
pp. stem of L. rüsticàri hve in the country. 
rusticA TION. Xvit. -L. rusticrrv -irsiti. 
xvi. —- F. or L. 


rustle ri‘sl give forth a succession of light 
crisp sounds xiv (revisa); (U.S. colloq.) 
move about vigorously xix. Of imit. origin; 
cf. Fris. russelje, risselje, Flem. Truysselen, 
rijsselen, Du. ridselen, ritselen. 


rusty? ra'sti reasty, rancid xvi; ill-tem- 
pered xix (Scott). var. of REASTY. 


rut! rat sexual excitement of male deer, etc. 

xv. -(O)F. rut fruit rutting (time), 
Tbellowing (of stags):— Sp., Pg. ruido 
noise, clamour :- Rom. *rügitu-s, for L. 
rugitus, f. rugire roar, f. *ru-, imit. syll. 
found elsewhere. 


rut? rat track made in soft ground. xvi. 
Earlv forms also rote, voote, rupt; prob. 
— OF. rote, early form of ROUTE; the 
shortening of the vowel may be due to lack 
of stress in the comp. tcartrote. ‘The form 
rit, which occurs in cart-ritt (XVII) and un- 
compounded in north. dial, is perh. of 
distinct origin (f. rit scratch, incise, in 
Cumberland dial. cut the first line of a 
trench or drain with a spade). 


ruth rüp (arch.) pity. xil. Early ME. reupe 

f. rewen RUE^, prob. after ON. hryg. 
Survives in gen. literary use in ruth ess 
pitiless. XIV. 


ruthenium riupi:niom (chem.) metal of 
the platinum group, discovered 1828, being 
first observed in platinum ores in the Ural 
mountains XIX. f. medL.. Ruthenia Russia. 
See -IUM, 


-ry ri suffix, reduced form of -ERY used 
chiefly after an unstressed syll. ending in 
d, t, l, n, or sh, and rarely after vocalic els. ; 
exx. of the types are: heraldry, ribaldry; 
casuistry, dentistry, peasantry; chivalry, 
devilry; yeomanry; Englishry, Jewry; in a 
few words -ry and -ery are alternative, 
baptist(e)ry, jewel(le)ry. 


rybat raibot (Sc.) REVEAL?. xvi (rebatt), 
prob. var. of rabbet, REBATE. 


rye rai the cereal Secale cereale, OE. ryge = 
ON. rugr :— Germ. *rugiz, an i-stem, beside 
which there is an n-stem, *roggan-, 
*ruggn-, repr. by OFris. rogga, OS. roggo 
(Du. rogge, rog), OHG. rokko (G. roggen is 
from LG.); from the former type are 
Finnish ruis, Estonian rukizis, Lappish rok; 
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from the latter OF. regon, ragon, Pr. raon 
maslin; corr. forms in Balto-Sl. are Lith. 
rugys, Lett. rudzis, OSI. razhi (Russ. rozh’), 
perh. ult. rel. to Gr. (Thracian) brisd 
(= *wrugja). The place of origin and route 
of transmission are not clear. Hence rye- 
Grass A. for earlier ray-grass (XVII) species 


S, -S Z repr. OE. g. sg. -es of many m. and 
n. sbs., written universally 's, as boy's, 
horse’s, lady’s, with extension to certain pls., 
as men’s; special cases are its use (1) as 
a euphem. repr. of God’s (g. of Gop) in oaths, 
as 'sblood (xvi), ’sdeath (xvir), ’slife (xvii), 
*swounds (XVI; see ZOUNDS); (2) in the ter- 
minal el. -sman, the extensive use of which, 
as in craftsman, helmsman, kinsman, sales- 
man, spokesman, sportsman, tradesman, is a 
generalization of the combination found in 
OE. stéoresmann STEERSMAN, ünesmann (oc- 
cupier of a manor) TOWNSMAN. 

b. Identical with the inflexion of the g. sg. 
is the -s surviving in certain advb. forms, 
viz. always, eftsoons, needs, nowadays, (go 
your) ways, -wards, -ways, which are 
particular instances of the use exemplified 
by such OE. advs. as dxwges by day, sópes in 
truth, truly, bances voluntarily. There were 
also OE. advs. compounded with tō To and 
a genitive, as tōgeġnes against, tomiddes 
amidst, by the side of which were synon. 
ongegn AGAIN, onmiddan AMID; hence there 
arose in ME. mixed forms such as ajeines, 
amiddes ; and -(e)s became generalized, as in 
EFTSOONS, -WARDS, -WAYS. In once, twice, 
thrice, hence, thence, whence, since, the suffix 
has been otherwise spelt in order to avoid 
the suggestion of pronunc. with z which is 
associated with -zs, viz. nz. In AGAINST, 
AMIDST, AMONGST, anenst (see ANENT), dial. 
onct (ONCE), there is a parasitic t. @ In the 
disjunctive prons. (orig. northern) hers, 
ours, theirs, yours (ME. hires, heres, ures, etc.) 
the -s is presumably analogical after his, as 
the -n of the parallel dial. hern, hisn, ourn, 
etc. 1s after mine, thine. 


Sabaan, Sabean sobion pert. to the 
ancient people of Yemen in Arabia. XVI 
(Sidney). f. L. Sabaeus — Gr. Sabafos, f. 
Sdba — Arab. Saba? — Heb. Sh®hd; see -an. 


Sabaism seibeiizm star-worship. XVIII. 
— F. sabaisme, f. Heb. cábá host (of heaven), 
after the presumed etym. of SABIAN; 
see -ISM. 


Sabaoth sz-beioup in phr. Lord (God) of S. 
in Eng. N.T. (Rom. ix 29, Jas. v 4) and 
Te Deum. xiv. - L. Sabaóth (Vulg.) - Gr. 


Lolium (Tray darnel xiv-xvit, of unkn. 
origin) ; B. wild rye, Hordeum xvrir. 


ryot rai ot Indian peasant or husbandman. 
XVII (riat, Purchas). — Urdu ra'tyat, raiyat 
— Arab. ra‘iyah flock, herd, subjects, 
peasants, f. ra‘d pasture, feed. 


Sabaóth (LXX and N.T.)- Heb. (*baoth, 
pl. of cábá army, host. 


Sabbatarian szxboteo-rion pert. to the 
observance of the Sabbath (Saturday); sb. 
observer of the Lord's Day as a Sabbath 
(7th day of the week). xvir. f. late L. sabba- 
tdvius (Sidonius), sb. pl. Jews (Martial), 
f. sabbatum ; see next, -ARIAN. 


Sabbath se:bop seventh day of the week 
observed by Jews as a day of rest OE.; the 
Lord's Day, Sundav xvi; (after F. sabbat) 
midnight meeting of demons and witches 
Xvilt. OE. sabat, ME. sabat (xim) - L. 
sabbatum and (O)F. sabbat, Tsabat (— Pr. 
sabbat Sabbath, Sp. sdbado, lt. sabbato 
Saturday) =- Gr. sdbbaton — Heb. shabbath, 
f. shábath rest. The sp. with th and the 
consequent pronunc. are due to learned 
assoc. with the Heb. form. 4 A pop. L. 
nasalized form *sambatum is repr. by F. 
samedi :— *sambatti diés, Rum. sdmbdtd, 
OHG. sambaztag, G. samstag, OSI. sqbota. 
S. Day (xiv): cf. OHG. sambaztag (G. sams- 
tag), Goth. sabbato dags. 


sabbatical sobe:tikol pert. to the Sab- 
bath; pert. to the seventh year prescribed 
by Mosaic law to be observed as a Sabbath 
XVI ; hence of an academical year of absence 
from duty xix. f. late L. sabbaticus — Gr. 
sabbatikós, £. sábbaton ; see prec., -1CAL. 


Sabellian sobe-lisn heretic maintaining 

that the three Persons of the Trinity are 
merely modes of one divine Person. xv. 
— ecclL. Sabeiliànus, f. Sabellius, an African 
heresiarch (111). 


Sabian sei-bian adherent of a religious sect 
of the Arabians XVII; (erron.) star-wor- 
shipper XVIII. f. Arab. çãbr ; see ~AN. 


Sabine sæ'bain one of a race of ancient 
Italy. xiv (Trevisa); their language. — L. 
Sabinus, rel. to Sabelli and Samnium (see 
SAMNITE) ; see -INEL 


sabie! sei-bl (fur of) a small carnivore 
Mustela zibellina. xv. - OF. sable (xir) 
sable fur, also in martre sable ‘sable-marten’ 
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(animal and its fur) - medL. sabelum (x11), 
whence also MLG. sabel, Du. sabel, Icel. 
safal, safali; all ult. of Balto-Sl. origin (cf. 
Lith. sábalas, Russ. soóbol, with which 
(O)HG. zobel (x1) closely agrees), the word 
being carried into Germania with the fur 
trade from Eastern Europe. Cf. ZIBELLINE. 


sable? seibl black colour (spec. in her.); 

black clothing xiv; adj. xv. — OF. sable, 
whence also Sp., Pg. sable, (M)Du. sabel; 
gen. presumed to be identical with prec., 
but sable fur is brown. 


sabot sæ'bou wooden shoe made of a 
single piece of wood. xvii. = F. sabot, of 
unkn. origin. So sabotaGE se'bótàs wilful 
and organized destruction of machinery, etc. 
by workers. xx. —F. sabotage (1870), f. 
saboter clatter with shoes, execute badly, 
destroy (tools, etc.), f. sabot. 


sabre, U.S. saber sei‘bo1 cavalry sword 
with curved blade. xvu (Otway). - F. 
sabre, unexpl. alt. of sable — G. sabel, local 


var. of säbel, earlier tschabel — Pol. szabla or | 


Magyar szblya. @ Introduced into France 
by German mercenaries. The somewhat 
earlier Eng. tsable was - G. or Du. sabel, 


and Sc. shab(b)le = It. sciab(o)la or its Pol. 


or Magyar source. 


sabulous sz: bjüloes sandy. xvn. = L. 
sabuldsus, f. sabulum SAND; see -OUS. 

sac sek bag-like cavity. xvii. — F. sac or 
L. saccus SACK! in modL. applications. 
@ See also sack’. 


saccharine sz'korain, -in 
f. medL. saccharum 


sugary. XVII. 
SUGAR---INE!l, So 


sacchariN sz:kerin sweet substance ob- ! 


tained from coal tar x1x; also popularly -ine 
in. = G. saccharin Fahlberg 1879. Hence 
sacchari-METER  polariscope for testing 
sugars. XIX. -F. saccharimétre. sac- 
charo:METER hydrometer for testing the 
amount of sugar. xviit. f. sa'ccharo- comb. 
form of Gr. sákkharon SUGAR. 


sacerdotal szsaidou'tal pert. to priests or | 


priesthood. xiv. —(O)F. sacerdotal or L. 
sacerdotális,f. sacerdot-, -dós priest t- *sakro- 
dhéts ‘offering sacrifices’, f.  *sakro- 
SACRED (cf. L. sacra sacrifices) J- *dhó- make, 
DO ; see -AL!. 


sachem seitfəm, sæ'tfəm chief of some 
Amer. Indian tribes xvir; (U.S.) political 
chief xix. — Narragansett sachem = Penob- 
scot sagamo (see SAGAMORE). 


sachet sæ fei small perfumed bag; dry 
perfume in packet form. xIx (isolated exx. in 
Caxton). - (O)F. sachet, dim. of sac SACK}; 
see -ET. Q ONF. var. saquet is repr. by 
` dial. sacket (XV-XIX). 


sack! sæk large oblong bag open at one end. 
OE. sacc = L. saccus bag, sack, sackcloth 
(whence (O)F., Pr., Rum. sac, Sp. saco, It. 
sacco), corr. to Gr. sdkkos, term of com- 
merce for packing-material, of Semitic origin 
(Heb. saq sack, sackcloth, Syriac sag, saqå, 





SACRAMENT 


Ass. faqqu). 'T'here are corr. forms in MDu. 
sak (Du. zak), OHG. sac(h), pl. secchi (G. 
sack), ON. sekkr, Goth. sakkus; the ON. 
form and OE. seéé repr. a type *sakkiz. 
Comp. sa: ckcLoTH coarse textile fabric, esp. 
as a material for penitential garb. xiv 
(sekhclath) ; cf. medL. pannus saccorum. €| A 
word in gen. Eur. use, from L. or Gr. ; cf. Ir., 
Gael. sac, W. sach, Russ., Pol, Czech, 
Serb., Alb. sak, Magyar zsak. sack vb.! 
A. put into a sack XIV; B. dismiss, discharge 
XIX. In A, partly after medL. saccáre or 
MDu. sacken, etc.; in B, f. phr. give (a per- 
son) the sack (xix), which has analogues in 
F. donner son sac à quelqu'un, (M)Du. te- 
mand den zak geven, and in F. vb. sacquer. 





sack? sæk gen. name for a class of white 

wines from Spain and the Canaries. XVI. 
orig. (wyne) seck = F. vin sec dry wine (see 
WINE, SEC); cf. Du. sek; also G. sekt 
(Tcanarienseckt) now applied to champagne, 
formerly Tseck; perh. orig. applied to dry 
wines of the sherry class, but later extended 
to others. Q| The alt. of seck to sack is 
unexplained. 


sack? sek plundering. xvi. — F. sac (in 
phr. mettre à sac ‘put to sack’) — It. sacco 
SACK! (in phr. fare il sacco, mettere or porre 
a sacco, dare il sacco a pillage, andare a sacco 
be sacked, perh. orig. referring to the filling 
of bags with plunder, cf. fare sacco make a 
SACK! of money). Hence sack vb.? plunder 
XVI; cf. medL. saccãre, Pr., Sp., Pg. sa- 
quear, It. saccheggiare (whence F. saccager). 


sackt sæk also sac, (pseudo-F.) sacque 
loose gown for women xvi; loose-fitting 
coat XIX. prob. orig. a use of SACK’, later 
assoc. with F. sac (cf. G. franzósischer sach, 
Du. zak). 


sackbut se:kbat bass trumpet with a slide. 
XVI. =F, saquebute, earlier -boute, -bot(t)e 
(xv), recorded earlier in the sense of a 
hooked lance for pulling a man off his horse, 
f. saquer, var. of OF. sachier pull = Sp., Pg. 
sacar (17 Rom. *saccare) + bouter perh. BUTT’. 
@ Used in the Geneva Bible, Dan. iii (and 
hence in A.V.) to render Aram. sabb’ka 
(repr. in LXX by sambuké and in Vulg. by 
L. sambüca), which, however, denotes a 
stringed instrument. 


sackless sce'klis (arch., dial.) Tundisputed, 
unchallenged; innocent. Late OE. sacléas 
- ON. saklauss, f. sak-, sok ; see SAKE!, -LESS. 


sacrament sæ'krəmənt any of certain 
sacred rites of the Christian Church XII; 
spec. the S., the Eucharist, Holy Com- 
munion XIII ; (arch.) sacred or solemn pledge 
xiv. ME. sacrement (also sa(c)ra-, by assim. 
to L. - (OJF. sacrement — L. sacrámentum 
solemn engagement, caution-money de- 
posited in a suit, military oath, (in ChrL. 
by recourse to the etymol. meaning) 
used to render Gr. uvorjpoov MYSTERY!. f. 
sacráre hallow, consecrate, f. sacer SACRED; 
see -MENT. So sacramentaL' XIV 
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~ OF. or late L.; sb. rite analogous to a 
sacrament XVI. Sacramenta RIAN XVI; f. 
modL. sacrémentdrius, applied like Luther’s 
sacramentirer, sacramenter to deniers of the 
Real Presence. So sacrarium sokreo:riom 
sanctuary of a church. xvin. - eccl. use of 
L. sacrárium place in which sacred objects 
were kept, f. sacr-, sacer. Earlier Tsacrary 
(xiv, Wycl. Bible, Trevisa) = OF. sacrartie, 
sacraire or L. sacred sei'krid consecrated, 
dedicated £o xiv; dedicated to a religious 
purpose XV; reverenced as holy, secured 
against violation XVI. orig. pp. (see -ED!) of 
tsacre consecrate ~(O)F. sacrer (== Pr. 
sagrar, It. sacrare) — LL. sacrdre consecrate, 
dedicate to a divinity, f. sacr-, sacer con- 
secrated, holy, rel. to sancire, sanctus; 
see SANCTION, SAINT. sacrifice sz-krifais 
offering of a slaughtered animal, etc. to a 
deity; that which is so offered x111; Jesus 
Christ’s offering of himself x1v; applied to 
the Eucharist; gen. (so self-s.) xvi. - (O)F. 
sacrifice = Pr. sacrifici, Sp. sacrificio, It. 
sagrifizio - L. sacrificium, rel. to sacrificus, 
f. sacríi-, sacer ; see -FIC and cf. the formation 
of the earlier sacerdos, s.v. SACERDOTAL. 
Hence vb. xim; cf. (O)F. sacrifier, L. 
sacrificáre. So sacrificiAL sekrifi-[(9)] xvii 
(Sh.. f. L. sacrificium; cf. contemp. 
tsacrifical (xvii) =- L. sacrificãlis, f. sacri- 
ficus. sacrilege sz krilid3 violation of a 
sacred person or thing, prop. theft of a sa- 
cred object x11; profanation xiv. — (O)F. 
sacrilège (= Sp., It. sacrilegio) = L. sacri- 
legium, f. sacrilegus one who steals sacred 
things, f. sacri-, sacer 4- legere take possession 
of, after the phr. sacrum or sacra legere 
purloin sacred things (see COLLECT, etc.). 
sacrilegious -lird3ss, -l:d3os xvi. f. L. 
sacrilegium ; the pronunc. has been affected 
by assoc. with religious. sacriNG! seikrir 
(hist.) consecration of the Eucharist. XIII. 
f. Tsacre consecrate---1NG! ; hence sacring- 
bell xiv. sacrist sz‘krist one having 
charge of sacred vessels, etc. xvi. —(O)F. 
sacriste, or medL. sacrista, f. sacr-, sacer. 
sa'CristaN. xIV. - medL. sacristánus ; cf. 
SEXTON. Sarcristv? repository in a church 
for sacred objects. xvii (also Tsextry xiv- 
XVII) — F. sacristie (earlier -estte), It. sacrestia 
or medL. sacristia. sacro- ser krou used as 
comb. form (see -0-) of SACRUM in anat. 
terms. XIX. sacrosanct sæ'krou-, sei'krou- 
senkt secured by religious sanction. XVII. 
—- L. sacrósanctus, f. sacró, abl. of sacrum 
sacred rite, sb, use of n. of sacer- sanctus, 
pp. of sancīre (see SANCTION). sacrum 
serkrom (anat.) lowest bone of the spine. 
XVIII. Short for late L. os sacrum, tr. Gr. 
tepov doréov ‘sacred bone’. 








sad sed A. tsated, weary OE.; tsteadfast, 
firm; {grave, serious; sorrowful xiv; de- 
plorably disappointing or bad xvir. B. 
Tsolid, dense xii (cf. sad-irom, solid flat- 
iron); dark-coloured (cf. G. sattblau, etc.) 
XVI; (of bread, etc.) that has not ‘risen’ XVII. 
OE. sæd = OS. sad (Du. zat), OHG. sat 


SAFETY 





(G. satt), ON. saðr, Goth. saps += CGerm. 
*sağaz = IE. *sətós, pp. formation (see 
-ED! and cf. LOUD, OLD) on a base meaning 
SATISFY and repr. also by Gr. datos (:—*nsatds) 
insatiate, hddén enough, L. sat, satis 
enough, satur sated (cf. SATURATE), Olr. 
sathech satiated, Lith. sotùs satisfying. 
Hence saddEN? sz:dn (dial) make solid 
XVI; make sorrowful xvir; repl. fsad vb. 
(xiv) and (dial.) sade (OE. sadian). 


saddle sz:dl seat for a rider on an animal's 
back. OE. sadol, -ul = MDu. sadel (Du. 
zadel, zaal), OHG. satal, -ul (G. sattel), 
ON. sodull = Germ. (exc. Gothic) *sadulaz, 
perh. ult. (but not immed.) to be referred to 
the o-grade of IE. *sed- sit, which is repr. 
in the parallel formations Goth. sitis seat 
(see SETTLE!), L. sella (:— *sedla), Gr. hellá 
seat, OSI. sedilo saddle, see -LE’. Hence vb. 
OE. sadolian. 


Sadducee se'djusi member of one of the 

three Jewish sects (the others being Phari- 
sees and Essenes) of the time of Christ. 
OE. sad(d)ucéas, ME. saduceis, saduce(e)s, 
later Sadduces, pl.;-late L. Saddūücæus 
— late Gr. Saddoukatos, f. late Heb. Caddüqt, 
prob. f. personal name Caddüq, in Mas- 
soretic vocalization Cdaddog Zadok of the 
Eng. Bible (2 Sam. viii 17, etc.), the high 
priest of David’s time from whom the 
priesthood of the Captivity and later periods 
claimed to be descended. 


sadism sei-dizm, sa-dizm sexual perversion 
marked by love of cruelty. xix. -F. 
sadisme, f£. name of the Count (usu. called 
Marquis) de Sade (1740-1814), infamous 
for his crimes and the character of his 
writings ; see -ISM. Also sa:disT, sadr'sric. 


safe! seif free from hurt or damage XIII 
(RGlouc.); free from danger, secure XIV. 
ME. sauf, sáf, orig. inflected sauve, save = 
(O)F. sauf (AN. saf) = Pr. salv-s, sal-s, Sp., 
It. salvo :~ L. salvu-s uninjured, entire, 
healthy (cf. SALUTARY, SAVE), corr. in base 
and suffix to Gr. hédlos (:— *solsos), Skr. 
sarvas whole, all += IE. *solwos (cf. OL. 
sollus, W. holl whole :—- IE. *solnos ; see also 
SOLEMN, SOLICIT, SOLID). € For the vocal- 
ism cf. chafe, mavis, save, wafer. 

Phrases and comps. safe and sound (xii) 
reflects F. sain et sauf, L. sanus et salvus, 
salous sanus ; safe conduct (ME. sauf condut, 
etc. XII)-(O)F. sauf conduit, medL. 
(Rom.) salvus conductus; sa:fecuUARD (ME. 
sauf garde, XV; also saue warde XIV) - AN. 
salve garde, (O)F. sauve garde (AL. salva 
gardia XIV) = Sp., It. salvaguardia. 


safe? seif receptacle for safe keeping. xv 
(Promp. Parv.). Orig. save, f. SAVE! ; later 
assim. to prec. 


safety seifti xir (Cursor M., ‘salvation’), 
ME. sauvete (three sylls. as still in Spenser’s 
safetie).  — (O)F. sauveté — Pr. saubetat, 
Sp. salvedad :- medL. salvitütem, -tàs. See 
-TY^. 
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sahib sā'ib title used by natives of India in 
addressing an Englishman or European. 
xvil. — Urdu use of Arab sdhib companion, 
friend, lord, master. 


Sahidic sahi-dik pert. to a dialect of Coptic 
spoken in Thebes and Upper Egypt. xix. 
f. Arab. sa'id upper-- -1c. 


sail seil piece of canvas, etc. fastened to a 






safflower sz-flauez (dried petals of} the 

plant Carthamus tinctorius. xvi (samfloure). 
- Du. saffloer or G. safflor - OF. saffleur 
— t. -tsaffiore, var. of asfiore, asfrole, 
zaffrole; infl. by assoc. with saffron and 
flower. 


saffron sæ'frən (orange-red product of) the | 
plant Crocus sativus XIII; autumn crocus XV. 


ME. saffran, safron — (O)F. safran (whence 
also MDu. saffraen, Du. saffraan, MHG. 
saffran, G. safran), corr. to Pr. safrd, It. 
zafferano, (with Arab. article prefixed) Sp. 
azafran, Pg. agafrdo~ Arab. zagfardn (so 
also in Pers., Turk., Hind.), of unkn. origin. 
q Of Eur. range. 


sag seg subside xv; hang loose xvi; 
(naut.) drift xvi1. The earliest exx. are 
from E. Anglian texts; corr. in form to 
Norw. dial. sagga walk slowly and heavily, 
in sense to MLG. sacken, Du. zakken, Sw. 
sacka, Norw. dial. sakka subside, settle 
down, Da. sakke lag behind, drop astern; 
perh, ult. of WScand. origin and adopted in 
LG. and Eng. first in nautical use. Hence 
sag sb. movement to leeward xvI; sub- 
sidence XIX. 


saga sá'go medieval Norse narrative in 
prose. XVIII. — ON. (Icel.) saga saw’, 


sagacious sogei[os Tof acute perception, 
esp. of smell; gifted with mental discern- 
ment. XVII. f. L. sagác-, sagáx, f. *ság-, repr. 
also by L. sdgire discern acutely; see SEEK, 
-IOUS. So sagaciTY sogz'siti XVI. — F. or L. 


mast, etc. to catch the wind OE.; similar 
arrangement attached to the arms of a wind- 
mill xv. OE. seg(e)! -: OFris. seil, OS. segel 
(Du. zeil), OHG. segal, -il (G. segel), ON. 
seg] :- CGerm. (exc. Goth.) *seglam, of 
unkn. origin. So sail vb. OE. segl(t)an. 
sailor seilor one professionally occupied 
with navigation, mariner. xvi. In earliest 
use sayler (see -ER'), later altered by assim. 
to agent-nouns in -oR? (e.g. tailor) to dis- 
tinguish the designation of a regular calling 
from the unspecialized form. 


sainfoin sei:nfoin herb Onobrychis sativa; 


also lucerne, Medicago sativa. xvir. Early 
forms saintfoin, St. Foine ~ F. tsaintfoin 
(mod. sainfoin) orig. lucerne —modL, sanctum 
fænum ‘holy hay’ (whence koly hay XVII, G. 
heiligheu), alt. of sánum fanum ‘wholesome 
hay’, which was based on L. herba medica 
‘healing plant’, itself erron. alt. of herba 
Médica, Gr. Màu aoa ‘Median grass’. 


saint seint, (unstr.) sint, s(o)nt, s(o)n holy 


(prefixed to a name, now regarded as the sb. 
used attrib.); sb. canonized person; one of 
the elect of God xiv; person of great holi- 
ness XVI. OE. sanct (to which there are corr. 


forms in other Germ. langs.), superseded 
(xi) by seint(e), sant, saint (before a name 
with initial cons., setm, saymn)- OF. seint, 
(also mod.) saint, fem. seinte, sainte, prefixed 
occas. tsain = Pr. san(c)t, Sp., Pg., It. 
santo (prefixed before a cons., Pr., Sp., It. 
san, Pg. são) :— L. sanctus sacred, holy, prop. 
pp. of sancire (see SANCTION), used sb. in 
the Vulgate, e.g. Ps. xxix s. Hence sai:ntLY!. 
XVII. 


sake! seik tstrife, contention (in OE. also, 
legal suit); Tguilt OE. ; charge, ground of 
accusation XII ; surviving in phr. for the sake 
of Xii (prob. modelled on ON. fyrir e-s 
sakir or sọkum because of, fyrir minum 
sọkum for my behalf, for my part). OE. 
sacu = OFris. sake, OS. saka (Du. zaak), 
OHG. sahha (G. sache), ON. sok :- CGerm. 
(exc. Goth.) *sakó affair, thing, cause, legal 
action, accusation, crime, f. *sak-, repr. also 
by OE. sacan quarrel, claim at law, accuse, 
OS. sakan accuse, OHG. sahhan strive, 
quarrel, rebuke, OE. sa (:- *sakj6), Goth. 
sakjō (+= *sakjón) strife (whence Finnish, 
Lappish sakko duty), rel. to *sok-, repr. by 
SEEK. See also FORSAKE, KEEPSAKE, NAME- 
SAKE, RANSACK, SACKLESS. 


sake? sá'ki fermented liquor made from 
rice. XVII (saque). Jap. 


saker seikoi large lanner falcon, Falco 
sacer XIV (sacre, sagre) ; old form of cannon 
XVI. —- (O)F. sacre, corr. to Sp., Pg. sacro, 


sagamore sz'gomóoI SACHEM. XVII (Pur- 
chas). — Penobscot (Amer. Indian) sagamo. 
See SACHEM. 


sage! seid3 plant of the labiate genus Salvia. 
xIv. ME. sauge — (O)F. sauge == Pr. saubja, 
Sp., It. salvia, Rum. salbie :- L. salvia ‘the 
healing plant’, f. salvus sare. €«[ For the 
phonology cf. chafe, gauge, safe, Ralph reif. 


sage? seid; wise XIII ; sb. man of profound 
wisdom (in early use chiefly of the seven | 
traditional wise men) xiv. -(O)F. sage . 
(whence It. saggio), Pr. satge += Gallo-Rom. 
*sapius (cf. L. nesapius ignorant), f. sapere 
(see SAPIENT). 


saggar sa'gol, Seggar se'gəi in ceramics, 
protecting case of fire-proof clay. XVIII. 
perh, a reduction of SAFEGUARD, 


Sagittarius sædgzitgə'riəs zodiacal con- 
stellation of the Archer, ninth zone of the 
zodiac. xIv (Gower). L., f. sagiita arrow ; 
See -ARY. 


sago sergou (starch obtained from the pith 
of) the palm Metroxylon leve, etc. XVI 
(sagu; later sagow, sagoe; in xviil, after Du., 
sago) ~ (orig. through Pg.) Malay sdga. Cf. 
F. sagou (XVIII), Sp. sagu, It. sogù, (from Du. 
or Eng.) G. sago. 


sagoin sogoin small S. Amer. monkey. 
xvi. —F. sagouin, tsagoin~ Pg. saguim 
— Guarani sagut, gagui. 
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It. sagro, medL. sacer — Arab. sagr; identi- 
fied with L. sacer SACRED, partly through 
assoc. with Gr. idpag falcon, íepós sacred. 


(So MHG. sacker, G. sakerfalk.) @ For the 
application to a cannon, derived from F. 
and It., cf. falconet (s.v. FALCON), musket. 


saki sá:kki S. Amer. monkey. xvm -F. 
saki (Buffon), irreg. — 'l'upi gahy, corr. to 
Guarani gagui (see SAGOIN), whence Du. 
sagwijn, of which the dim. sagwijntje is 
repr. by sakawinki szkowi'nki white- 


headed saki (xvin). 


salaam səlātm Oriental salutation, in full 
(as)salám 'alaikum peace be unto you, cere- 
monious obeisance accompanying this XVII. 
= Arab. salām = Heb. shálóm peace. Hence 
vb, XVII. 


salacious salei-fas aliy wanton. XVII. 
f. L. saláci-, saláx, f. base of salire leap ; see 
SALIENT, SALTATION, -IOUS. 


salad sz‘lad cold dish of herbs or vege- 
tables. = (O)F. salade — Pr. salada = 
Olt. salata, Pg. salada (cf. It. insalata, Sp. 
ensalada) += Rom. *salāta, sb. use (sc. 
herba) of pp. fem. of *saldre (cf. F. saler, 
etc.) salt, f. L. salsavr. @ In gen. Eur. use, 
e.g. Du. salade, G., Da. salat, Russ. saldt. 


salamander sz:lomàndor lizard-like ani- 
mal supposed to live in fire xiv; tailed 
amphibian; poker used red-hot XVII. = 
(O)F. salamandre-L. salamandra — Gr. 
salamándra. 


sal-ammoniac szlomou:niek ammonium 
chloride. xiv (salarmoniakR). -L. sal am- 
moniacus, medL. sal armoniacum ; see SALT, 
AMMONIAC. 


salary sz:lori fixed pay for regular work. 

xiV (PPl). — AN. salarie — (O)F. salaire, 
Sp., It. salario - L. salàrium orig. money 
allowed to Roman soldiers for the purchase 
of salt, (hence) pay, stipend, sb. use (sc. 
argentum money) of salárius, f. sal SALT; 
see -ARY, 


sale seil act of selling. Late OE. sala - ON. 
sala — OHG. sala, f. base of Germ. *saljan 
SELL. Hence sa l(e)agrLE. xvi. salesMAN 
seilzmon. XVI; see -S. 


salempore sz:lompóor blue cotton cloth 
formerly made at Nellore, India, xvi 
(sarampura, salampora) corr. to Du. salam- 
porij (xvi), F. salempouri (xvin), prob. f. 
*Salempur (pür town) Salem in the pro- 
vince of Madras, India. 


salep sz-lop nutritive substance made from 
the tubers of certain orchids. xvi. —F. 
salep, Sp. salép, Pg. salepo = Turkish sãlep 
— Arab. sa‘leb, local var. of tha‘leb, taken to 
be the shortening of khasyn ’th-tha‘lab 
orchis, lit. ‘fox’s testicles’ (cf. dogstones). 
The .once common var. saloop solüp 
(xvii) has the derived sense of ‘hot drink’ 
consisting of an infusion of salep. 


saleratus szlsrei‘tos (U.S.) impure bi- 
carbonate of potash (soda) used in baking- 


-—— e 


powders. xix. - modL. sál áérátus 'AERATED 
SALT'. 


Salian' seilion xvir. f. L. Salit priests of 
Mars; referred by the ancients to salire leap; 
see SALIENT, -IAN. 


Salian? sei'lion xvir. f. late L. Salz tribe 
of Franks living near the Zuyder Zee; see 
-IAN. So Salic sz-lik, seilik xv1; in S. law, 
tr. lex Salica, a Frankish code in which it 
was provided (Lix $ 5) that a woman could 
have no portion of the inheritance of 'Salic 
land’ (terra Salica, the meaning of which is 
disputed). 

salicional səli: fənəl (mus.) reedy organ 
stop. XIX. - G. salicional, f. L. salic-, salix 
willow, sa.Low!. Also salicet sz-liset. xix. 
G.; for the ending cf. dulcet. 


salicyl sz:lisil (chem.) diatomic radical of 
salicylic acid. xix. - F. salicyle, f. L. 
salic-, salix SALLOW!; see -YL. 


salient seiliont leaping (first in her.) XVI; 
jetting forward, pointing outward XVII; 
prominent XVIII; sb. salient part or angle 
XIX. — L. salient-, -ēns, prp. of salīre leap; 
see SALTATION, -ENT; cf. F. saillant. S. point 
tthe heart as it first appears in an embryo, 
(hence) first beginning, starting-point (XVII, 
Sir T. Browne), tr. modL. punctum saliens 
(cf. F. point saillant), the source of which is 
Aristotle’s ‘Historia Animalium’ VI iii toéro 
d€¢ onpetor 7d Kal Kiweiras Womrep Euysvyov This 
point (i.e. the heart appearing as a speck of 
blood) leaps and moves as if alive. 


saline sei‘lain, solarn pert. to salt xv; sb. 
salt lake, etc.; saline purge xix. - medL. 
salinum (in L. only sb. sdlinz salt works, salt 
pits, salinum saltcellar); f. L. sal SALT; see 
-INE!, 

saliva səlaivə spittle. xvi (anglicized 
salyue c.1400). L. saliva. So Tsali-var!. 
XVII. — modL. salivális. salivanv sz:livori. 
XVIIL. -—L. salivarius. sa:livATE?.  xvit. 
f. pp. stem of L. salivàre. salivA:'TION pro- 
duction of saliva. xvi. — F. or late L. 


salleeman sz:limzn (hist.) Moorish pirate 
ship. xvit. f. Sallee, name of a Moroccan 
seaport-++ MAN, as in man-of-war, merchant- 
man, East-Indiaman. 


sallender sz-lindax earlier sellender, (now 
only pl.) dry scab on a horse’s hock. xvi 
(Fitzherbert). Of unkn. origin, but with 
a remarkable formal parallel in MALANDER 
(xv). F. solandre is recorded much later 
(XVII). 


sallet sze-lit, salade sali-d globular head- 
piece in medizval armour. xv. —F. salade, 
- Pr. salada, It. celata, or Sp. celada = Rom. 
*celata, sb. use (sc. cassis, galea helmet) of 
fem. pp. of L. cælãre engrave, f. cælum 
chisel += *kaidlom, f. *kaid- cut (cf. -CIDE). 
The form in -et arose from reduction of the 
final syll. due to initial stress. 


sallow! sz:lou (dial.) willow. OE. (Angl.) 
salh (repr. directly by dial. saugh, Tsalfe xiv) 
:i- Germ, *salxas (whence F. saule), rel. to 
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OHG. salaka (G. in comp. sal|weide):- | salsify sz-lsifi purple goatsbeard, Trago- 


*salydn, and ON. selja (whence north. dial. 
seal xv1, Spenser) :- *salyjén, and outside 
Germ. to L. salix, Gr. (Arcadian) heliké, 
Olr. sail (g. satlech), W. helyg. The forms 


pogon porrifolius. XVIH. ~ F. salstfis (also 
Tsalsefie, -fique, Tsassefrique) — It. tsalsefica 
(mod. sassefrica), earlier Terba salsifica; of 
unkn. origin. 


sallow (ME. salwe) and (chiefly western and salt sdlt substance (sodium choride) pre- 


southern) sally descend from OE. inflexional 
salg-, salig-. 

sallow? sz-lou of a sickly or brownish 
yellow. OE. salo dusky, dark (cf. saluwig 
dusky, salwed darkened) = MDu. salu, 
saluwe discoloured, dirty, OHG. salo, 
salaw- dark-coloured (G. dial. sal), ON. 
solr yellow += Germ. *salwa- (whence F. 
sale, It. tsalavo dirty); cf. Russ. soldvy 
cream-coloured. For the vocalism, cf. FAL- 
Low? yellow. 


sally sz'li sortie from a besieged place xv1; 
sudden start or outburst XVII; sprightly 
remark xvii. — (OJF. saillie, sb. use of fem. 
pp. of saillir, refash. (cf. FAIL) of OF. salir 
+ L. salire (see SALTATION). Hence sa'lly 
vb. XVI. 


pared as a condiment OE.; (old chem.) 
solid non-inflammable substance having a 
taste xIV; (mod. chem.) compound formed 
by an acid with a basic radical xviii. OE. 
salt, sealt -- OS. salt (Du. zout), (O)HG. 
salz, ON., Goth. salt :- CGerm. *saltam, 
sb. use of adj. *saltaz (see below), extension 
of IE. (exc. Indo-Iran.) *sal-, repr. (with 
variations) by L. sdl, sal- (whence F. sel, 
Pr., Sp., It. sale, Rum. sare), Gr. hdls, OSI. 
sali (Russ. sol’), Lett. sáls, Olr. salann, W. 
halen, 'Yoch. sale. So salt adj. OE. s(e)alt = 
OF ris. salt, ON. saltr. salt vb. OE. s(e)altan 
(pp. salten) = MLG. solten, Du. zouten, 
OHG. salzan (pp. gtsalzan), ON. salta, 
Goth. saltan; cf. L. sal(D)zre (sall- += *sald- ; 
and salsus :— *saldtós). Hence sa'dltv!. xv. 


Sally Lunn sæli ln kind of tea-cake. saltation szltei:fon leaping, dancing. xvir. 


XVIII. Said to be so named after a woman 
who made and cried them in Bath. 


salmagundi szlmoga4:ndi dish of chopped 
meat with condiments. xvii. = F. salmi- 
gondis, T-gondin (Rabelais), of unkn. origin. 


salmi szlmi ragout of game. XVIII. 
shortening of F. salmigondis ; see prec. 


salmiac sæ'lmiæk native sal-ammoniac. 
XVII. = G. salmiak, contr. of L. sal ammo- 


— L. saltátio(n-), f. saltáre dance, frequent. 
of salire leap, rel. to Gr. hdllesthai; see 
-ATION. So saltato-riaL xvii, sa-Itatonvy? 
XVII. — L. saltátórius. 


saltcellar s»'ótse:lor small table vessel for 


holding salt. xv. f. sattT+saler, sel(l)er 
- AN. *saler(e), OF. sal(Diere (mod. saliére), 
also salier, corr. to Pr., It. saliera; Rom. f. L. 
sGl SALT. The sp. was finally assim. to 
cellar, through seller, sellar. 


nmiacus SAL-~AMMONIAC. saltern só'lt5in  (hist.) salt-works. OE. 


salmon sæ'mən large fish of the genus 
Salmo, esp. S. salar. xrrr (sa(l)moun). - 


sealtern, f. sealt SAL T-- ern dwelling, build- 
ing, house (cf. BARN, RANSACK). 


AN. sa(u)moun, (O)F. saumon = Pr. salmo, saltigrade sz:Itigreid (zool.) spider having 


Sp. salmón, It. salmone += L. salmónem, 
salmó (Pliny), rel. to salar trout or young 
salmon. @ For the repr. of OF. au by æ 


legs developed for leaping. xix. = modL. 
Saltigrada pl., f. L. saltus leap + gradi step ; 
Cf. SALTATION, GRADE, 


cf. savage, scabbard, and the (now vulgar | saltimbanco szltimba:*gkou mountebank. 


or dial.) pronunc. sz'sidz of sausage. 


salon sz':ló large reception room. XVIII. 
-~ F. salon; see next. 


saloon səlū'n large apartment for assem- 
blies, etc. xvir; large cabin or railway 
carriage; (U.S.) drinking bar xix. -F. 
salon = Ít. salone (whence also Sp. salón, 
Pg. salão), augm. of sala (= Pr., Sp. sala, 
OF. sale, mod. F. salle) - Rom. *sala hall 
— Germ. *salaz, *saliz, repr. by OE. sal, 
OHG. sal (G. saal) and OE. sele, OS. seli, 


xvn (Sir T. Browne). -= It. saltimbanco 
(whence F. saltimbanque), f. saltare leap + in 
on--banco bench; see SALTATION, BANK?, 


saltire sz'ltaior (her.) ordinary in the form 


of a St. Andrew's cross X, xiv. Early forms 
sawturoure, sawtire, later saltier, -ire - OF. 
saut(e)our, ~ouer, sau(l)toir stirrup cord 
(perh. forming a deltoid figure when in 
use), stile with cross-pieces, saltire :- 
medL. saitatórium, sb. use of n. of saltàá- 
türius SALTATORY. 


OHG. sali, seli, ON. salr; see -oon. saltpetre  sitprtor potassium nitrate» 


saloop see SALEP. 


Salopian solou:pion pert. to Shropshire. 
XVIII. f. Salop sæ'ləp, alternative name of 
Shropshire, evolved from Salopesberia (x1) 
and Salopescire (x1), AN. alt. of ME. forms 


nitre. XVI. alt, by assim. to SALT, of 
tsalpetre (xIv) — (O)F. salpétre — medL. sal- 
petra, prob. for *sál petra ‘salt of rock’, i.e. 
sal SALT, petra, g. of petra (cf. PETRIFY); the 
substance being so named because it occurs 
as an incrustation on stones, 


of OE. Scrobbesbyrig Shrewsbury and | salubrious səliū'briəs health-giving. XVI- 


Sérobbesbyrigscir Shropshire; see -IAN. 
salpiglossis selpiglo'sis genus of scro- 


f. L. salübris, f. salüs health; see next and 
-IOUS, So salu: briry xv. L. 


phulariaceous plants. xix. modL., irreg. | salutary szljtiteri conducive to wellbeing 


f. Gr. sdipigx trumpet -- glóssa tongue; so 
named from its trumpet-shaped corolla. 
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xv (Caxton; earlier tsalutairé); conducive 
to health xvii. -(O)F. salutaire or L. 


SALVAGE 


SAMOYED 


salütáris, f. salüt-, salüs health, welfare, | 54, sem (sl) oath. xix. prob. shortening 


greeting, salutation, rel. to salvus SAFE; see 
-ARY. So Saluta‘TION greeting in words XIV 
(Wycl. Bible) = (O)F. salutation or L. salitda- 
tio(n-), f. saliitdre, whence salute solii-t 
greet xIv (Wycl. Bible; repl. earlier Tsalue 


of tsalmon, tsalomon, cant term for ‘alter 
or masse’ (Harman’s ‘Caveat’, 1567), in 
phr. thy the salomon, tby salmon (xvi), 
presumably a perverted use of L. (Vulg.) 
Salomon Solomon. 


(O)F. saluer); (mil. and naval) xvi. | Samaritan someritan pert. to, native of, 


saluto sb. XIV; partly - (O)F. salut (as sb. 
to saluer), partly f. the Eng. vb. 

salvage sz-lvid3 payment to persons who 
have saved a ship or its cargo; action of 
saving a ship, etc.; property salved xvir. 
-(O)F. salvage- medL. salvdgium, f. L. 
salvāre SAVE; see -AGE. Hence, by back- 
formation, salve vb.? sælv save from loss 
at sea or by fire xviii; sa‘lvor!, tsalver xvi. 


salvation szlvei-fan saving of the soul xri 
(AncrR.); preservation, means of this XIV 
(Ch.). ME. sa(u)vacioun, salo- - OF. sauva- 
cion, salv- (mod. salvation) = Pr., Sp. 
salvacion, It. salvazione — late L. salvãtið(n-), 


Samaria in Palestine xiv; Aramaic dialect 
spoken in Samaria xvir. ~ late L. Samari- 
tanus, f. Gr. Samareités, f. Samareia; see 
-ITE, -AN. (OE. had g.pl. Samaritàna and 
adj. "Samaritánisc.) 


sambo sz:mbou half-breed, mostly be- 


tween Negro and Indian. xvin. = Sp. 
gambo (also in Eng. use xIx), identified with 
zambo bandy-legged; but Samboses (pl.) is 
the name of a W. African tribe in Hawkins’s 
voyage (1564-5) printed by Hakluyt; prob. 
not the same as sambo nickname for a negro 
(xIx), which may be Foulah sambo uncle. 


: i 
rendering Gr. owrnpia, f. saluäre SAVE! ; see Sam Browne sæm braun officer’s belt in- 


-ATION. 
salve sāv, sælv healing ointment. OE. salf, 


troduced by General Sam J. Browne (1824- 
IQOI). XX. 


sealf(e) = OS. salba (Du. zalf), OHG. salba sambur sz'mboi Indian elk. xvi. Hindi. 


(G. salbe) := Germ. (not Scand.) *salbo :- 
*solbá; cf. Skr. sarpis clarified butter, 
srbras greasy, Gr. ólpé, ólpis oil-flask, élpos 
oi. So salve vb. Tanoint OE.; heal, 
remedy XIII; soothe (irritation, an uneasy 
conscience) xIx (partly by assoc. with tsalve 
clear up, explain — L. salvàre). OE. s(e)al- 
fian = OF ris. salvia, OS. salon (Du. zalven), 
OHG. salbón (G. salben), Goth. salbén 
(whence Goth. salbons). 


salver szx‘lvoz tray for handing things on. 
xvir. f. F. salve tray for presenting objects 
to the king, or its source Sp. salva tfore- 
tasting or assaying of food or drink, tray on 
which assayed food was placed, f. salvar 
SAVE, render safe, assay; the ending -er is 
due to assoc. with platter. Q Server occurs 


same seim not different, identical. x 


(Orm). = ON. same m., sama fem., n. = 
OHG., Goth. sama := Germ. adj. *samaz 
(repr. otherwise only by the derived adv., as 
in OE. swd same, OS. sd sama, -o just as or 
like, OHG. sama, samo likewise) :-— IE. 
*somds, whence also Skr. samds level, equal, 
same, Gr. homds (see HOMO-), OIr. som 
same; the vars. *sem- *sém- *sam- of the 
base are seen in L. simul at the same time, 
SIMULTANEOUS, similis SIMILAR, SANSKRIT, 
Gr. heís one (:= *sems), SEEM, and SOME. 
€ Superseded ILK and SELF in gen. use; 
combined with self in selfsame (xv, Lydg.) 
parallel with OHG. selbsama in just the same 
way, Norw,, Da. selosamme very same. 


with the same meaning in late xvii and was | S@mite semait (hist.) rich silk fabric. xiir. 


prob. assoc. with this word through the 
pronunc. sarver. 

salvia sz-lvio genus of Labiate, including 
sage. XIX. modL. (T'ournefort, 1700) use of 
L. salvia, SAGE!. 


salvo! szlvou saving clause; dishonest 


~ OF. samit, corr. to Pr. samit, It. sciamito, 
Sp. jamete, ult. — medL. examitum ~ medGr. 
hexdmiton (whence also MHG. samit, G. 
samt velvet, OSI]. aksamiti), f£. Gr. hexa- 
HEXA-~ + mitos thread ; the ref. to sixth thread 
is variously explained. 


mental reservation xvit; expedient for | 98mmlet se'mlit young salmon. xvii (Wal" 


saving one's reputation or soothing one's 
conscience, etc. XVIII (cf. SALVE vb.!). - L. 


ton). alt. of earlier samonet xvi (f. SALMON + 
-ET) by assoc. with -LET. 


salvó, abl. of n. of salvus uninjured, intact, | Samnite sæ'mnait one of a people of an- 


SAFE, occurring as the first word of medL. 
law phr. such as salvo jure (abl. of L. jus 
right) without prejudice to the right of, 
salvo servicio forinseco foreign service ex- 


cient Italy, believed to be an offshoot of the 
Sabines. x1v (Sampnites, Gower). - L. Sam- 
nités (pl.), rel. to Sabinus SABINE; see -ITE, 


cepted (cf. SAVE?). samovar szemova‘1 Russian tea urn. XIX. 


salvo? sz lvou simultaneous discharge of 
firearms, esp. as a salute. xvii. repl. earlier 


— Russ. samovar, f. samo- self- + stem of 
varit’ boil. 


(xvi) Tsalve (rarely tsalvee) and occas. | Samoyed szmoired one of a people native 


tsalva, by substitution of -o for -a (cf. 
-ADO); ult. — It. salva (whence F. salve). 

sal volatile szl vole:tili aromatic solution 
of ammonium carbonate. xvii. - modL. 
sal volatile; see SALT, VOLATILE. 
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to W. Siberia and N. Russ. coastal area 
XVII; (also -ede) breed of dog xix. = Russ. 
samoéd, prob. f. Lapp. Norw. (Vasmer). 
q Earlier interpreted as ‘self-eater’, i.e. 
‘cannibal’, e.g. by Purchas 1613. 


SAMPAN 







sæmpæn small Chinese boat. 
Chinese san pan, f. san three, pan 


sampan 
XVII. 
board. 


samphire sæ'mfaiəs the plant Crithmum 
maritimum. XVI (sampere, sampiere) — V. 
(herbe de) Saint Pierre ‘St. Peter’s herb’; 
the later form may be due to assim, to 
camplhire, var. of CAMPHOR. 


sample samp! fillustrative or confirma- 
tory fact, etc.; Texample, warning XIII 
(Cursor M.); specimen of material or goods 
XV. Aphetic — AN. assample, var. of OF. 
essample EXAMPLE. Hence vb. xvi. Cf. 
ENSAMPLE. 


sampler sàmplo1 Tjexample, pattern xii 
(Cursor M.); beginner's exercise in em- 
broidery done on canvas xvi. Aphetic- 
OF. essamplaire, var. of essemplaire EXEM- 
PLAR. 


Samson's post se:msonz poust (Post!) 
Tkind of mousetrap having a triangular 
pillar xvi; (naut.) strong pillar or stanchion 
XVIII. prob. with allusion to Judges xvi 29 
(‘And Samson took hold of the two middle 

pillars ...’). 


Sanatorium sznotdoriam establishment 
for the treatment of invalids; room for the 
sick. XIX. - modL. saánátórium, f. pp. stem 
of L. sánáre heal, f. sánus healthy, SANE ; see 
-ATE?, -ORIUM. 

sanbenito sznbéni‘tou (under the Sp. In- 
quisition) penitent heretic’s garment. XVI. 
— Sp. sambenito, f. San Benito St. Benedict; 
so called ironically from its resemblance 
in shape to the Benedictine scapular. 


sanctify  se'nj'tifai Tconsecrate, hallow 
XIV (Gower); make holy xv. In earliest 
use seintifie - OF. saintifier, later influenced 
by sanctifier —- ChrL. sanctificare (lertul- 
lian), f. L. sanctus holy (Saint). So 
sanctifica-TION. XVI. = ChrL. sanctificã- 
tiõ(n-). sanctimonious  ser*timou'nios 
tholy, sacred ; affecting sanctity. XVII. f, L. 
sanctimónia sanctity ; superseding Tsancti- 
moniaL (xvi)- late L.; thence sa-ncti- 
MONY ftsanctity XVI; affected holiness XVII. 
sanction sz'n*fon flaw, decree xvi; (leg.) 
penalty exacted to compel obedience; clause 
of a law prescribing this; motive, etc. 
involved therein; binding force xvii; influ- 
ential encouragement XVIII. -— F. sanction 
authoritative approval of a law, penalty 
prescribed in an enactment; (gen.) approval 
- L. sanctié(n-) act of establishing as in- 
violable under a penalty, clause decreeing a 
penalty, f. sanct-, pp. stem of sancire render 
inviolable, decree, ratify, forbid under 
penalty, f. var. (with nasal infix) of base of 
Sacer SACRED ; hence vb. xvii; partly after 
F. sanctionner. sa:nctiry holiness XIV; 
sacredness XVII (Sh.); partly (in forms 
sauntite, saintite) - OF. sain(c)tité (mod. 
sainteté) — Pr. sanctetat, etc.; partly immed. 
-L. sanctitds. sanctuary  se'p*tjuor 
building for religious worship xiv (R. 
Rolle); part of a church immediately sur- 


SANDIVER 





rounding the altar; sacred place giving im- 
munity from arrest; also fig. xiv (Ch., 
Wyclif). - AN. sanctuarie, (O)F. sanctuatre, 
Pr. sanctuari, etc. =L., sanctudrium, f. 
sanctus, after SACRARIUM. (OF. forms more 
commonly had saint-, whence Eng. forms in 
tsaint-, fseint-, sent- XIV-XVI.) sanctum 
sze-n*tam holy place of the Jewish taber- 
nacle xvi ; short for sanctum sanctorum in the 
second sense XIX. L., n. sg. of sanctus. 
sanctum sanctorum sz‘n‘tam sæn"- 
too'rom (also pl. sancta sanctorum in sg. 
sense, as in the Vulgate, Ezek. xliv13 etc., after 
the use of LX X) Holy of Holies of the Jewish 
temple XIv; person's private retreat XVIII. 
L.,n.sg. and n. g. pl. of sanctus, tr. (= LAX 
TO aytov trav ayiwv) of Heb. gédesh haggo- 
dáshim holy of holies. sanctus sz'nktas | 
the ‘angelic hymn’ (see Isa. vi 3), beginning 
Sanctus sanctus sanctus Holy, holy, holy, 
which concludes the preface to the Eucha- 
ristic canon (see also TERSANCTUS). XIV 
(Wychf). L. (See SAINT.) 


sand send material consisting of finely 
comminuted particles of rocks. OE. sand = 
OFris. sand, sond, OS. sand, OHG. sant 
(Du. zand, G. sand), ON. sandr :- CGerm. 
(exc. Gothic) *sandam, *sandaz (whence 
Finn. santa) :— *sam(a)dam, -az (cf. MHG. 
sampt), rel. to Gr. hdmathos sand, L. sabu- 
lum (cf. SABULOUS). Hence sa‘ndy!. OE. 
sandig. 


sandal! sæ'nd(ə)l covering for the sole of 
the foot xiv (Wycl. Bible); half-shoe for 
ceremonial wear XV. -L. sandalium (pl. 
sandalia, whence as fem. sg. (O)F. sandale, 
Sp. sandalia)- Gr. sanddlion, dim. of 
sándalon (Æolic sámbalon) wooden shoe, 
prob. of Asiatic origin (cf. Pers. sandal shoe). 
«| Of CEur. range. 


sandal? sæ'nd(ə)l scented wood of species of 
Santalum. xiv. — medL. sandalum (with var. 
santalum), whence OF. sandal, (also mod.) 
santal, tsandle, tsandre (whence sanders X1v) ; 
Sp. sándalo, It. sandalo, ult. 2 Skr. cCandanas, 
through Pers. candal, Arab. sandal, late Gr. 
sándanon, sdntalon. &| Of CEur. range. 


sandarac se: ndorek A. realgar XVI; B. 
resin of a N.W. African tree; tC. bee-bread 
XVII. — L. sandaraca ~ Gr. sandardké, -dkhé, 
of Asiatic origin ; the connexion between the 
senses is not clear; cf. F. sandaraque, Sp., 
It. sandaraca in A and/or B, Arab. sandarüs, 
sandalus in B, Pers., Urdu sandaros in A 
and B. 


sand-blind sz:ndblaind (arch. and dial.) 
half-blind, purblind. xv. repr. ult. OE. 
*samblind, f. sam- half- (as in. samcucu — 
OHG sdmiquec, half-alive), shortening of 
WGerm. *sámi- (repr. by OS. sàm-, OHG. 
sümi-) :— IE. *sémi- SEMI- -|- BLIND; assim. 
to SAND. 


sanders see SANDAL’, 


sandiver sz*ndivea: scum rising through 
glass in a state of fusion. xIV (saundyuer). 


[786] 


SANDWICH 


SAPAN 





corr. of F. suint de verre (XVII), i.e. suint 
exudation from wool (formerly fsuin, 
*sudin, f. suer sweat = L. südáre), de of, 
verre glass :— L.. vitrum (cf. VITREOUS); pre- 
sumably assim. to SAND. 


sandwich sæ'ndwitf article of food con- 
sisting of two slices of bread with meat, etc. 
between them. xvilt (Gibbon, 1762). f. 
name of John Montagu, 4th earl of Sand- 
wich (1718-1792), for whom the device was 
said to have been invented so that he might 
not leave the gaming-table, at which he 
spent twenty-four hours without other 
refreshment. 


sane sein sound in mind xvir (of sane 
memorie, repr. law L. sanæ memoriæ); 
thealthy in body. - L. sdnus. So sanity 
sze'niti Tbodily health xv; mental sound- 
ness XVII (Sh.). - L. sanitas. 


sang-froid sáfrwa: coolness, indifference. 
xvin (Chesterfield). F., ‘cold blood? (L. 
sanguis, frigidus). 
sangreal szeggreil holy grail. xv. - OF. 
saint graal; see SAINT, GRAIL?, @ The sp. 
has been infl. by assoc. with OF. sang real 
royal blood. 
sanguinary sze'ggwinori bloody; blood- 
thirsty. XVII. — L. sangutnárius, f. sanguin-, 
sanguis blood; see -ARY and cf. F. sangui- 
naire, etc. So sa‘nguine blood-red xiv 
_(Wycl. Bible, Ch., Trevisa); pert. to the 
physiological complexion in which blood 
predominates over the other humours xiv 
(Ch., Gower, Trevisa); disposed to hope- 
fulness xvi. — (O)F. sanguin, fem. -ine - L.. 
sanguineus (whence sanguinsous xvi). 
sanguimnolent. xv. — L. See -ULENT. 


sanhedrim  sze:nidrim highest court and 
supreme council of the Jews at Jerusalem. 
XVI. —late Heb. sanhedrin~ Gr. sunédrion 
council, f. sim together (SyN-)-+-hédra seat 
(see sir). @ The common incorrect form in 
-im seems to be due to the notion that the 
orig. -in was the Aram. pl. suffix equiv. to 
Heb. -im. 
sanicle sa‘nikl umbelliferous plant Sani- 
cula europea. XV. — OF. samnicle - medL. 
sanicula, -ulum, perh. f. L. sdnus healthy 
(SANE), with ref. to the plant's reputed 
healing powers. 


sanies seiniiz (med.) thin fetid pus. xvr. 
- L. sanies. 


sanitary sz‘niteri pert. to health or to 
sanitation. XIX. — F. sanitaire, f. L. sdnitds 
health, f. sinus healthy (SANE); see -ARY. 
Hence (irreg.) sanita-TION. XIX. 


sanity see SANE. 


sanjak se'nda3ek administrative district of 
Turkey. xvi. — Turk. sanjdq (lit.) banner. 
So sa:njakBEG, -BEYv xvi. 


sans szenz (arch., chiefly after Sh. 'A.Y.L. 
II vii 166) without. x11. ME. san, saun, 
sans, saunz — OF. san, sanz (also mod. sans), 
earlier sen(s) — Pr. sen(e)s, OSp. senes, sen 
(mod. siz), Pg. sem, tsen, OIt. sen :- Rom. 
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*sene, for L. sine, partly infl. by L. absentid 
(abl.) in the ABSENCE of (whence Pr. sensa, 
It. senza). «| Before Sh. mainly in phr. 
direct from OF., e.g. sans delay, sans fail, 
sans pity. 


sansculotte sznzkjulo:t, ||sákZlet in the 


French Revolution, a republican of the 
poorer classes in Paris. xviii (1790). F., f. 
sans without (see prec.) + culotte knee- 
breeches, f. cul buttocks :- L. calu-s; usu. 
taken to mean lit. 'one who wears trousers 
(pantalon), not knee-breeches'. 


sanserif sense'rif printing type without 


serifs. XIX. prob. f. SANS+SERIF. 


Sanskrit, Sanscrit sæ'nskrit ancient and 


sacred language of India, the oldest known 
member of the IE. group. xvit (Samescretan 
Purchas; Sanscreet), -— Skr. samskrta (n. 
samskrtam) put together, well formed, 
highly wrought, elaborated, perfected, f. 
sam together (rel. to sama SAME) + kr make, 
do, perform -+ pp. ending -tfo. 


Santa Claus sz:nto klóz imaginary person 


who brings presents for children on Christ- 
mas Eve. xvrr (St. A Claus), xix (Santiclaus, 
Longfellow). orig. U.S. - Du. dial. Sante 
Klaas (Du. Sint Klaas) i.e. sant, sint SAINT, 
Klaas, abbrev. of Nicolaas Nicholas (patron 
of children). 


santon sæ'nton marabout. xvi. =F. 


santon = Sp. santon (= Pg. santão), f. santo 
SAINT ; cf. -OON,. 


sap! szp vital juice of plants OE.; sap- 


wood, alburnum xv. OE. sap, corr. to 
(M)LG., (M)Du. sap, OHG. saf (G. saft, 
whence Sw., Da. saft), prob. repr. Germ. 
*sabam, *sappam, and rel. to ON. safi (Sw. 
saf) t—- *safon or *sabon :- IE. *sapon- (cf. 
L. sapa must boiled until it is thick, whence 
(O)F. sève, Pr., Sp. saba sap, It. sapa). Hence 
Sa'DLING! young tree XV; young person XVI 
(Sh.); sa: pskuLL simpleton XVIII; cf. sAP*. 


sap? sep undermining a defence; con- 


struction of covered trenches to approach a 
besieged place xvi; trench so constructed 
xvil. Early forms zappe, sappe = Ít. zappa 
(Piedmontese sappa} and the derived F. 
Tsappe, tzappe (now sape) spade, spade- 
work; cf. Sp. zapa, late L. sappa (V1), 
zappa. Hence sap vb. dig a sap XVI; under- 
mine XVII; weaken insidiously (assoc. with 
sap}, as if *drain the sap from") xviii. — F, 
saper, tsapper — It. zappare; cf. Sp. sapar, 
prob. of Arab. origin. 


sap? szp (school sl.) studious pupil. XVIII 


(Chesterfield). perh. f. fig. use of sAP vb. 


sap* sep (coloq.) simpleton xix (Scott). 


Short for sapskull (xvii) ‘skull of sapwood’ 
(see sap!). @ Cf. sappy foolish (xvii). 


sapajou sæ'pədzū S. Amer. monkey. XVII. 


=- F. sapajou, given by d’Abbeville as a 
Cayenne word, 


sapan, sappan sæ'pən dye-wood obtained 


from the genus Cæsalpina. xvi. - Du. 
sapan - Malay sapag (whence also F. sapan, 


ce 


SAPHENA 


Pg. sapáo), of S. Indian origin (cf. Tamil 
shappangam, Malayalam chapannam). 


saphena sofino name of two veins in the 
leg. xiv. ~medL. saphena - Arab. cáfin. 


sapid se':pid savoury, palatable; having a 
taste, XVII. — L. sapidus, f. sapere; see next 
and -1p!. 

sapient serpiont (now usu, iron.) wise, XV. 
—- OF. sapient or L. sapient-, -ens, prp. of 
sapere have a taste, be sensible or wise, rel. 
to OS. af|sebbian perceive, notice, OHG. 
int|seffen notice, taste, OE. sefa mind, 
understanding, OS. sebo, ON. sefi; see -ENT. 
So sa'piENcE. XIV. = OF, = L. sapientia. 
SapientiAL sæpie'nfəl fpert. to wisdom 
XV; pert. to the ‘wisdom’ books of the Bible 
XVI. — F. sapiential or ChrL. sapzentialis. 

sapodilla sepodi-do (fruit of) the evergreen 
tree Achras Sapota. xvit. = Sp. zapotillo 
(whence F. sapotille), dim. of zapote 
SAPOTA ; the change of £ to d occurs also in 
Du. sapodille, G. sapodilla. 


saponaceous  szponer|os soapy. XVIII. 
f. modL. sáponaceus, £. L. sápon- SOAP ; see 
-ACEOUS. 


sapor serpói taste. XV. — L. sapor, f. sapere 
have a taste; see SAPIENT and cf. SAVOUR. 


sapota sopou'to (fruit of) the tree Achras 

Sapota. XVI. In xXvi-xvil Tsapote — Sp. 
Pg. zapote (whence F. sapote) — Aztec 
tzábotl; repl. by modL. sapota. 


Sapphic sæ'fik pert. to Sappho or metres 
used by her xvi (G. Douglas); also sb. pl. 
verses in Sapphic metre xvi (Sidney). — F. 
saphique, tsapphique - lL. Sapphicus — Gr. 
Sapphikós, f. Sapphó, name of the poetess 
(c. 600 B.C.) of Lesbos, Greece ; see -1c. 


sapphire sz'fajioi blue precious stone. xii. 
ME. saphir, safir = OF. safir (mod. saphir), 
corr. to Pr. safir, etc. = L. sapphirus, also 
sapp(hjir = Gr. sáppheiros (prob.) lapis lazuli 
(whence perh. Pers. saffir, Arab. çafir), 
prob. of Semitic origin (Heb. sappir, Jewish 
Aram. sampiriná have been further referred 
to Skr. caniprija ‘dear to the planet Saturn’, 
dark-coloured stone (sapphire or emerald). 


sapro- sz‘prou, sepro: comb. form of Gr. 
sapros putrid, rel. to sépein rot (see SEPTIC) 
used in some techn. terms, the earliest of 
which is sapro-PHAGOUS living on decom- 
posing matter xIx; before a vowel sapr- 
as in sapramia -i:mio septic poisoning 
xix, modL. (Gr. Aafma blood). 

saraband sz:rabznd (music for) a slow and 
stately Spanish dance. xvii (Jonson). -= F. 
sarabande — Sp., It. zarabanda, of disputed 
origin. 

Saracen sæ'rəsən name of nomadic peoples 
of the Syro-Arabian desert, (hence) Arab, 
Moslem; fpagan, infidel. xt. = OF. 
Sar(r)azin, -cin (mod. Sarrasin), corr. to 
Sp. Saraceno, It. Saracino — late L. Sara- 
cénus — late Gr. Sarakénós, perh. f. Arab. 
shargi eastern, f. sharq sunrise, east (cf. s1- 
ROCCO). The name was in medizval times 





SARDONIC 


assoc. with Sarah, the wife of Abraham, or 
with the Hagarens, descendants of Hagar. 
Cf. SARSEN. 


saraf, sarraf  sarüf money-changer or 

banker, in the east. xvi. ult. — Arab. sarrdf, 
f. sarafa exchange, corr. to Heb. tsdraph 
refine, assay (gold, silver); cf. SHROFF. 


Saratoga szratou-ga in full S. trunk large 

trunk esp. used by ladies. xix. prob. f. 
S. Springs name of a summer resort in 
New York State, U.S.A. 


sarbacane sa‘ibakein blow-tube for shoot- 
ing with. xvin. -— F. sarbacane. t-batane 
— (with assim. to canne CANE) Sp. zarbatana, 
cerbatana — Arab. dial zarbatdna, for 
zab(a)tana. 

sarcasm  sá'ikezm cutting expression or 
remark, sarcastic language. xvi (in L. form) 
XVII. = F. sarcasme (Rabelais) or late L., 
sarcasmos (Charisius) - late Gr. sarkasmos, 
f. sarkdzein tear flesh, gnash the teeth, 
speak bitterly, f. sark-, sdrx flesh. So 
sarca-stic. xvit, — F. sarcastique, f. sar- 
casme, after enthousiasme, -astique. 


sarcenet see SARSENET. 


sarco- sá'ikou comb. form of Gr. sark-, 
sárx flesh. sa-YcopE animal protoplasm. xix. 
sarcoma saikou:mo tfleshy excrescence 
XVII; kind of tumour XIX. — modL. sarcóma 
— Gr. sárkoma (Galen), f. sarkofin become 
fleshy, f. sark-, sdrx flesh; see -oMaA. 


sarcophagus sdiko‘fagas stone reputed by 
the ancient Greeks to consume corpses and 
hence used for coffins XVII ; stone coffin XVIII. 
~ 1. sarcophagus = Gr. sarkophdgos, sb. use 
of adj. f. sarko-, sárx flesh-+ -phdgos -eating, 
-PHAGOUS. 


sard said variety of cornelian. xiv (Wycl. 
Bible). — F. sarde ox L. sarda SARDIUS. 


sardelle saide:l fish resembling the sardine. 
XVI. — Ít. sardella, dim. of sarda :- L. sarda 
- Gr. sdrdé. So F.; cf. -EL?. 


sardine? sd-idain, -in precious stone of 
Rev. iv 3. XIV. -late L. sardinus - Gr. 
sdrdinos, var. reading for sdrdios SARDIUS. 





sardine’? siidi‘n small fish of the herring 
family, Clupea pilchardus. xv (-eyne). - 
(O)F. sardine, corr. to It. sardina - L. 
sardina; cf. late Gr. sardéné, -iné, sardinos, 
and L. sarda, Gr. sárdá; prob. connected 
with the name of the island Sardinia. 


sardius sá:idios precious stone, sard. XIV 
(Wycl. Bible). -late L. sardius - Gr. sdrdios, 
prob. f. Sardé Sardinia. 


sardonic sdido-nik (of laughter) marked by 
bitterness or scorn. xvilI (T. Herbert). — F. 
sardonique, alt. of ‘tsardonien (whence 
Tsardo:niaN xv1), f. L. sardonius = late Gr. 
Sardóntos Sardinian, which was substituted 
for sarddmos (Homer) as an epithet for 
scornful laughter from the notion that the 
word orig. referred to the effects of eating 
a Sardinian plant (L. herba Sardonia or 
Sardóa), which was said to produce facial 
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SARDONYX 






convulsions resembling horrible laughter; 
cf. Sp. sardónico, It. sardonico, and see -1c. 


sardonyx sa‘idoniks variety of onyx. XIV 
(sardonyse, -yk, -ix). —L. sardonyx — Gr. 
sardónux, presumably f. sdrdios SARDIUS 
(f. Sardis, capital of Lydia) + dnux ONYX. 


sargasso sārgæ'sou seaweed found floating 
in the Gulf Stream and esp. in the S. Sea 
(bounded by the Azores, the Canaries, and 
the Cape Verde islands). xvi. = Pg. sargaco 
(whence Sp. sargazo, F. sargasse), of unkn. 
origin. 

sari, saree sá:ri long wrapping garment of 
Hindu women. xvin (saurry).  — Hindi 
sarht, sari. 

sark  sáik (dial) shirt, chemise. xim 
(Cursor M.) ME. (north.) serk - ON. 
serkr :- Germ. *sarkiz, f. base repr. also by 
OE. serée, syrée, syr(ijé. Hence sark vb. 
clothe with a sark; (in building) cover (a 
roof) with planks xv. 


sarmentose sàime'ntous (bot.) producing 
slender prostrate branches or runners. 
XVIII. — L. sarmentósus, f. sarmentum (chiefly 
pl.) twigs lopped off, brushwood, f. sarpere 
prune, lop, rel. to Gr. Aórpéx scion, 
shoot; see -MENT, -OSE!, So sarme-ntous. 
XVIII. 


sarong sərər) Malay garment wrapped 
round the waist. Xix. — Malay and Javanese 
saroeng (prop.) sheath, quiver. 


Sarracenia szrosin'ia genus of insecti- 
vorous plants (side-saddle flower). xviir. 
modL., alt. of Sarracena; named by 
Tournefort (1700, after D. Sarrazin, of 
Quebec, who sent him the plant) ; see -1A!. 


sarsaparilla sàá:1soporilo (dried roots of) 

species of Smilacee. xvi. - Sp. sarza- 
parrilla (whence F salsepareille, It. salsa- 
pariglia), f. zarza bramble —- Arab. $aras 
thorny plant +(prob.) dim. of Sp. parra 
twining plant (attribution to a Dr. Parillo, 
discoverer of the plant’s properties, is due 
to Scaliger). 


sarsen sá'1son large boulder. xvir. Earlier in 
Saracen’s and Sarsdon stones, Sarsdens, and 
supposed to be identical with SARACEN. 


sarsenet, sarcenet sd-1sonét soft fine silk 
material. xv. -AN. sarzinett, perh. dim. 
of sarzin SARACEN, suggested by OF. drap 
sarrasinois, medL. pannus saracenicus 
‘Saracen cloth’; see -ET. 


sartorial sditda‘riol pert. to a tailor or 
tailoring. xix (Sydney Smith, Carlyle). 
f. L. sartor, f. pp. stem of sarcire patch, 
botch ; see -IAL. 


Sarum sco:rom eccl. name of Salisbury. 
XVI (the use of S.). - medL. Sarum, evolved 
from a misinterpretation of Sar3, medieval 
abbrev. of Sarisburia Salisbury (OE. æt 
Searobyrig, later Saresbyrig). 


sash! sæf tturban xvi; scarf worn round 
the body xvi. orig. shash = Arab. sd 


SATIATE 


muslin, turban; alt. by dissimilation of 
sh..shtos.. sh; cf. next. 


sash? szf window-frame fitted with glass. 
First recorded in pl. shashes (1681), var. of 
chasses, used as pl. of chassis - OF. chassis 
(mod. chássis) frame, framework (CHASSIS), 
f. chasse — Tt. cassa :- L. capsa box (CASE?) ; 
for the dissimilation cf. prec. 


sasine seisin (Sc. law) giving possession of 


feudal property. XVII. var. of SEISIN, after 
law-L. sasina. 


saskatoon szskotii‘n small tree, Amelan- 
chier alnifolia. xix. -— Cree misdskwato- 
min, f. misáskwat amelanchier + min fruit, 
berry. 


sassaby soaseibi large S. African antelope. 
XIX. — Tswana tsessébe, -dbi. 


sassafras sz‘sofres small tree native to 
N. America, Sassafras officinale. xvI. —Sp. 
sasafrds or Pg. sassafraz, of unkn. origin; 
so F. (XVI). 


Sassenach  se'ssnày Gaelic name for 
‘English’. xviii (Smollett). —Gael. Sasun- 
noch = Ir. Sasanach, £. Sasan- (cf. Gael. 
Sasunn, lr. Sasana England) - L. Saxones, 
OE. Seaxe, Seaxan Saxons. 


sat pt. and pp. of sir. 


Satan  serton, sz'ton the Devil. OE. 
Satan — late L. Satán (Vulgate O.T.) - Gr. 
Satán - Heb. sdtdn adversary, plotter, f. 
sdtan oppose, plot against. From OE. times 
Satanas has also been used - Vulgate L. 
Satanás (whence also F., Sp. satanas, OHG., 
Goth. Satana) =- Gr. Satanás = Jewish 
Aram. sdtdnd, emph. form of sdtdn. Hence 
satanic sotze'nik xvii (Milton), sata:niCAL 
XVI; cf. F. satanique; Sa'tanīsM, -IST XVI; 
so F., and modL. satanista. CEur. 


satchel sæ'tf(o)l small bag. xiv. - OF. 
sachel += L. saccellu-s, dim. of saccus SACK; 
see -EL?, 


sate seit satisfy to the full. xvir (Sh.). 
prob. alt. of dial. sade (OE. sadian, rel. to 
sed satiated, SAD), by assoc. with SATIATE. 


sate seit arch. pt. of SIT. 


sateen sətin cotton or woollen stuff with 
satiny surface. XIX. alt. of SATIN, after 
velveteen; see -EEN}, 


satellite sz-tolait A. attendant on an im- 
portant person XVI (rare before XVIII; not 
in J.); B. secondary planet xvir. = (O)F. 
satellite or L. satellit-, satelles. In sense 
B the L. word was first applied by Kepler 
(1611) to the secondary planets revolving 
round Jupiter. 

satiate sei'fieit tsatisfy xvi; surfeit, glut 
XVII. f. pp. stem of L. satidre, f. satis 
enough (see SAD), after Tsatiate pp. (xv) - L. 
satiátus ; see -ATE? and ?. So satIETY sotai'iti, 
(formerly) sosariti condition of being 
satiated. xvi (sactetie). -(O)F. sacieté 
(mod. satiété) - L. satietát-, -tàs, f. satis, 
perh. after ebrietds. Cf. INSATIABLE. 
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SATIN 


satin szx‘tin glossy silk fabric. xtv (Ch.). 
— (O)F. satin —- Arab. zaitüni, pert. to the 
town Tseutung (Tswan-chu-fu) in China 
(atas zaitüni satin of Zaitun), whence also 
OF. zatonin, zatony, Sp. acetunt, setunt, 
MIt. zetani (It. setino after seta silk, sup- 
posed by some to be the immed. origin of 
F. satin). 


satire sz-taior poetical (or prose) work in 
which vices or follies are ridiculed. xvi (Bar- 
clay, ‘The Shyp of Folys’, 1509). - (O)F. 
satire or L. satira (whence also Sp. sátira, 
It. satira, G. satire), later form of satura (in 
earliest use) verse composition treating of 
a variety of subjects, spec. application of 
the sense ‘medley’ (cf. phr. per saturam in 
the lump, indiscriminately); acc. to ancient 
grammarians this was ellipt. for lanx satura 
‘full dish’ (lanx dish, satura, fem. of satus 
full, rel. to satis fully; cf. sap) dish of 
various fruits offered to the gods. Formerly 
assoc. with SATYR and so spelt, from the 
common notion (found already in some 
ancient grammarians) that L. satura was 
derived from Gr. sdiuros satyr, in allusion 
to the chorus of satyrs which gave its name 
to the Gr. ‘satyric’ drama. So satirIc(AL) 
sati‘rik(a)l. xvI. - F. or late L. satirist 
se-tirist. XVI. sa‘tirIZE. XVII (Jonson). 
~ F. satiriser, f. satire. 


satisfaction setisfa:kfon performance by 
a penitent of penal and meritorious acts 
enjoined by his confessor x111 (Cursor M.); 
payment in full of a debt, etc.; atonement 
made by Jesus Christ for sin; action of 
gratifying to the full xiv; release from un- 
certainty XVI. — (O)F. satisfaction, corr. to 
Pr. satisfactio, etc. -— L. satisfactio(n-), f. 
pp. stem of satisfacere (whence, through 
OF. satisfier, sa-tisry xv, Lydg.), £. satis 
enough (cf. ASSET, SAD); see -FACTION, 
-FY, i 


satrap sæ'træp governor of a province in 
ancient Persia. xiv (Wycl. Bible). - (O)F. 
satrape or L. satrapa, satrapés — Gr. satrdpés, 
also exatrdpés, *exaithrdpés (implied in 
exaithrapetiein be a satrap) ~ OPers. xsafra- 
pavan- ‘protector of the country’, f. xwsa?ra- 
country 4- pá- protect. So sa'trapy?. xvil 
(Knolles). - F. or L. —- Gr. (-eíà). 


saturate sz‘tforeit, -tj-  Tsatisfy, satiate 
XVI; cause to combine with the utmost 
quantity of another substance XVII; soak 
thoroughly xvin. f. pp. stem of L. saturare, 
f. satur full, satiated; see sap, -aTE®. So 
saturaA‘TION. XVI. = late L.; so F. (xviii). 


Saturday sz-toidi seventh day of the week. 
OE. Sztern(es)\dxg, Seterdeg, corr. to OFris. 
saterdei, MLG. sater(s)dach, MDu. saterdach 
(Du. zaterdag), tr. of L. Sáturni dies day of 
(the planet) Saturn; cf. Ir, Gael. dia 
Sathuirn, W. dydd Sadwrn. 


Saturn sa'toimn Italic god presiding over 
agriculture OE.; (astron.) one of the 
primary planets xiv (in OE. Sæternes 
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SAUSAGE 
steorra); (alch.) lead xiv (Ch.). -L. 


Sdturnus, poss. of Etruscan origin. So 
Saturnalia  -eilio festival of Saturn 
marked by unrestrained revelry xvi (transf. 
xvin). L., sb. use of n.pl. of Sáturnális; 
see -AL?. SaturnIAN soatd-inien ancient 
Roman metre. xvi. sa:turniNE! born under 
Saturn, (hence) of cold and gloomy 
temperament. xv (Lydg.). -F. saturnin 
- rmedL. *saturninus. 








satyr sz'toi woodland god or demon, half 


man half beast, of lustful propensities. XIV 
(Ch., Trevisa, Gower). -(O)F. satyre or 
L. satyrus ~ Gr. sdturos. So satyric soti-rik 
epithet of the Gr. drama in which the chorus 
were habited as satyrs. xvi. = L. -= Gr. 
Cf. SATIRE. 


satyrion sétirion kind of orchis. xiv. 


—L. satyrion—- Gr. satárion, f. sátyros 
SATYR; named from the plant’s supposed 
aphrodisiac properties. 


sauce sos liquid preparation taken as a 


relish with articles of food xiv; piquant 
addition xv1; (prob. from saucy) Timpudent 
person XVI; impudence XIX. —- (OJ)F. sauce 
= Pr., Sp., It. salsa :- Rom. *salsa, sb. use 
of fem. of L. salsus salted, SALT. The etymol. 
sense is identical with that of salad. Hence 
sauce vb. season xv; tbelabour, rebuke xv1I ; 
address impertinently xix. saucy! ssi 
+ savoury; insolent towards superiors XVI; 
(of a ship or boat) Trashly venturous XVI 
(Sh.); smart xIx. 


saucer s5:so1 jreceptacle for condiments 


at a meal xiv; shallow circular dish xvii; 
esp. one to support a cup xvi. — OF. 
saussier, saussiere (mod. only sauciére) sauce- 
boat, f. sauce SAUCE, prob. after late L. 
salsárium ; cf. Sp. salsera, It. salsiera. 


sauerkraut, sourcrout sau or1kraut Ger- 


man dish of fermented cabbage. XVII 
(sower crawt). G. (whence F. choucroute), 
f. sauer SoUR+ kraut vegetable, cabbage. 


saunter si:ntor tmuse xv; twander aim- 


lessly xvii; walk leisurely, stroll xvui. 
perh. based on late ME. sa(w)nterell, applied 
contemptuously (together with vbl. sb. 
sauntering) to Jesus Christ in the ‘York 
Plays’, with prob. implication of affected 
sanctity and hence of visionary musing; 
prob. to be referred (with ME. sayntrelle) to 
sainterel (corr. to It. santarello), f. saint 
SAINT 4- -erel -REL. 


saurian sj'rion pert. to reptiles of the order 


Sauria (crocodiles and large extinct lizard-like 
animals) xv. f. modL. Sauria (Brongniart 
1799), f. Gr. saurá, satiros lizard; see -IAN. 
So sau:ro-, comb. form of Gr. saiiros, 
whence modL. saurus, repr. in BRONTO- 
SAURUS, ICHTHYOSAURUS, MEGALOSAURUS, 
PLESIOSAURUS, PLIOSAURUS, PTEROSAUR. 


sausage so'sidg minced meat enclosed in a 


thin cylindrical membrane. xv. Late ME. 
sausige - ONF. saussiche (var. of OF. salsice, 
mod. saucisse) = Sp. salchicha, It. salsiccia 


SAUTE 





:- medL. salsicia, n.pl. of salsicius (sc. 
Jarta, pp. n.pl. of L. farcire, stuff, FARCE!), 
f. salsus salted (see SALT, SAUCE). Q For the 
development -id3 cf. CABBAGE. 


sauté sou'tei fried in a pan, being tossed 
from time to time. xIx. F., pp. of sauter 
leap :- L. saltdre (see SALTATION), used 
trans. in causative sense. 


sauterne(s) sout3-1n wine of the district of 
Sauternes, near Bordeaux, France. XVIIL 


savage sæ'vid3 that isin a state of nature 
XII1; of wild or unrestrained behaviour xv 
(Lydg.); uncivilized xvi; furiously angry 
XIX; sb. xvi. ME. sa(u)vage — (O)F. sauvage 
(AN. also savage) — Pr. salvatge, Sp. sal- 
vage, lt. salvaggiío wooded, woodland-, 
Rum. sdlbatic :- CRom. *salvaticus, for L. 
silvdticus woodland-, wild, f. silva wood, 
forest; see SILVAN, -AGE. The var. salvage 
(after OF. salvage) was formerly common. 
XVI-XVII. For æ of the first syll. cf. SALMON. 
Hence sa:vagERv. xvi (Sh.). 


savanna(h) sove'no treeless plain, esp. of 
tropical America. xvi (zavanna, Eden’s 
‘Decades’; hardly naturalized before late 


XVII). - Sp. zavana,cavana (pronounced with. 


s- in S. Amer. Sp.), said by Oviedo (1535) 
to be a Carib word. 


savant sz:vá man of learning. XVIII. 
— F. savant, sb. use of orig. prp. of savoir 
know :- Rom. "sapere, for L. sapere (see 
SAPIENT). 


savel seiv make or keep safe XIII; preserve 
from damnation Xit (AncrR.); reserve, lay 
aside XIV; avoid or enable to avoid xvII. 
ME. sauve, salve, save - AN. sa(uyver, OF. 
salver, (also mod.) sauver — Pr. sauvar, 
Sp. salvar, It. salvare m late L. salvare 
(theol, rendering Gr. ec£ew) save, f. L. 
salvus SAFE. 


save? seiv (arch.) with the exception of. 
xir (Cursor M.). ME. sauf and sauve 
- OF. sauf (m.) and sauve (fem.), orig. 
varying with the gender of the accompany- 
ing sb. (now invariable, sauf):~ L. salvé and 
salva, abl. sg. of rm. or n. and fem. of salvus 
SAFE!, as used in absolute constr. such as 
salvo jure, salva innocentia without violation 
of right, of innocence, (hence) without 
injury or prejudice to, with reserve of, salvo 
eo ut . . with the proviso that. ., (passing in 
Rom. into) excepting, except; so also Sp., 
It. salvo. The later exclusive use of the 
form save is prob. due to the identification 
of the word with the imper. of save’. Cf. 
SAVING. €[ Disguised in the first syll. of 
sirreverence XVI, alt. of sa’ (for save) reverence 
with due regard, (hence) human excre- 
ment XVI, 


saveloy sz‘valoi kind of sausage. XIX 
(Dickens). alt. of F. Tcervelat, (also mod.) 
-a$ strvola - It. cervellata (corr. to OF. 
cervelee; cf. -ATE f. cervello brains :- L., 
CEREBELLUM. 


SAW 


Savey, Savvy sz'vi know. XVIII. Negro and 
Pigeon Eng., repr. the first word of Sp. sabe 
usted you know (saber :~Rom. *sapēre, 
for L. sapere know; see SAPIENT). Hence 
sb., practical sense, nous XVIII. 


savin(e) sze'vin shrub Juniperus sabina, 
xiv. = OF. savine (repi. by latinized sabine) 
— Sp. sabina, lt. savina:-L. (herba) 
Sabina ‘Sabine plant’, fem. of Sabinus 
SABINE. Widely used in medicine in the 
Middle Ages; cf. medL. savina, OE. 
saféne, -ine, OHG. sevina, sevinboum (G. 
sebenbaum). 


saving servig (arch. except, save. XIV 


(Ch.). prob. modification of SAVE? after 
TOUCHING. 
saviour sei:vjat, U.S. savior one who 


saves, spec. the Redeemer. x11 (Cursor M.). 
ME. sauve(o)ur - OF. sauvéour (mod. sau- 
veur) = Pr., Sp. salvador, etc. :- ChrL. 
saloátórem, -átor (rendering Gr. owr5jp, and 
ult. Heb. yéshtia’ Jesus), f. salvàre sAVE!. 
The change from -eour to -your, -iour is 
found from xiv. 


savory seivori plant of the labiate genus 
Satureia. XIV. Late ME. saverey, perh. 
repr. (with change of intervocalic 6 to v) 
OE. szberie ~ L. satureia fem. sg. and n.pl., 
whence also OE. saturege, AN., ME. 
satureie, OF. sarrie (whence mod. sarriette), 
Pr. sadreia, Sp. sagerida and  ajedrea 
(— Arab. akhkhetriya, i.e. AL-?, khefriya 
- L.), Pg. saturagem and segurelha, cigurelha, 
Cat. sajolida, It. satureia and santoreggia. 
«j| As with many plant-names, the orig. 
form has undergone obscure alterations; 
there are several -o- forms in local F. and It. 


savour, U.S. savor  sorvor taste XIII 
(AncrR.); Tsmell, aroma xtri1 (Cursor M.). 
= OF. savour (mod. saveur) = Pr., Sp. sabor, 
It. savore :- L. sapórem, sapor taste, occas. 
smell, f. sapere taste; see SAPIENT, -OUR?. 
So sa:vour vb. haveataste xir1 (Cursor M.) ; 
relish, like xiv (Rolle). - (O)F. savourer — 
Pr. saborar, etc. :- late L. saporàáre. 


savoury seivori pleasant to the taste XIII; 
appetizing xIv; fragrant (now chiefly in un- 
savoury) Xvi; stimulating to the palate (also 
sb.) xvi, ME. savure, later savori - OF. 
savouré sapid, fragrant, f. savour (see prec.) 
4- -é -ATE?; the ending was assim. to -Y!. 


savoy (S-) sovoi: SS. cole, cabbage XVI; S. 
biscuit xviii. = F. Savoie, name of a region 
of S.E. France, 


Savoyard səvoiʻəıd native or inhabitant of 
Savoy. XVIII. See -ARD. 


Savvy see SAVEY. 


saw! só cutting tool with teeth. OE. *sagu 
(in obl. cases sage), also saga = MLG., 
MDou. sage (Du. zaag), OHG. saga, ON. 
sog *—- CGerm. (exc. Goth.) *sazo, *sagon, 
of which the gradation- var. *segó is repr. by 
OHG. sega (G. sdge), MDu. seghe; rel. to 
OE. seax knife, OFris., OS., OHG. sahs :- 
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SAW 


*saysam, f. *sak- *sek- cut (see SECTION). 
Hence saw vb. xı (pp. isahet); orig. with 
wk. conj., but str. forms appear xv (occas. 
pt. suwe, sew, pp. sawen, mod. sawn). 


saw? so Tsaying OE. ; maxim, proverb xir. 
OE. sagu = OFris. sege, MLG., MDu. 
sage, OHG. saga (G. sage), ON. saga SAGA 
:- CGerm. (exc. Goth.) *sagō, f. base of 
*sagjan SAY! ; cf. Lith. pã|saka story. 


Saw? see SEE!, 


sawder so:dor (colloq.) soft s. blarney, 
flattery. xix. fig. use of sawder, var. of 
SOLDER. 


sawney sd‘ni (collog.) nickname for a 
Scotchman; simpleton. xvi. Sc. local var. 
of Sandy (xv), pet-form of the proper name 
Alexander; see -y®. Q The connexion of 
these two senses and with other uses, such 
as the sl. use for ‘bacon’, is doubtful. 


sawyer só:or one who saws timber. xiv. 
Late ME. sawiter, alt. of tsawer (£. saw! vb. + 
-ER') with assim. of the ending to F. -ier 
-ER? (cf. bowyer, clothier, lawyer, paviour). 


Saxe szks derived from Saxony, as S. china, 
xix. ~ F. Saxe (also used for porcelaine de 
Saxe, e.g. un service en saxe). = G, Sachsen 
Saxony, prop. d.pl. of Sachse (see Saxon). 


saxhorn sz-kshdin brass musical instru- 
ment. XIX. f. name of Charles Joseph Sax 
(1791—1865)--HORN. So sa:xoPHONE, in- 
vented about 1840 by his son Antoine Joseph, 
known as Adolphe; see -o-. 


saxifrage se'ksifreid3 plant of the genus 
Saxifraga. xv. —(O)F. saxifrage or late L.. 
saxifraga (sc. herba plant), f. saxum rock -- 
frag-, base of frangere break (see rRAG- 
MENT). @ The name ‘rock-breaking plant’ 
was prob. given because many species are 
found growing among stones and in the 
clefts of rocks. 


Saxon sz‘kson one of a Germanic people, 

of which one portion, the Anglo-Saxons, 
occupied S. Britain, while the other, the 
Old Saxons (modL. antiqut Saxones, OE. 
Ealdseaxe) remained in Germany. XIII 
(RGlouc.). -(O)F. Saxon- L. Saxonem, 
nom. Saxd, pl. Saxonés = Gr. Sdxones 
- WGerm. *Saxon- (OE. pl  Seaxan, 
Seaxe, OHG. pl. Sahso, G. Sachse), perh. 
f. *saysam knife (see sawt), as the name of 
the characteristic weapon of the people. 
Cf. Frank. Old S., language of the Old 
Saxons, esp. as exemplified in remains of 
gth-century poetry (‘Heliand’, etc.). 


saxophone see SAXHORN. 


say! sei 3 pres. sg. Says sez, (arch.) saith 
sep, pt. and pp. said sed the verb most 
widely used to express speaking, with ref. 
to an object, like L. dicere, E. dire. OE. 
sećģan, pt. sæġde, pp. (ġe)sæġd = OFris. 
sega, sedza, OS. seggian, pt. sagda (Du. 
zeggen), OHG. sagén, pt. sagita, segita 
(G. sagen), ON. segja, pt. sagàa :- CGerm. 
(exc. Gothic) *sagjan and *sag&jan; the IE. 


SCABROUS 


base *sog- *seq- (not extant in Indo-Iran.) 
is repr. also by OSI. socttz, Lith. sakyti, 
OL. (imper.) insece, inquam (*- "insquam) 
I say, Gr. (imper.) énnepe, (aorist inf.) 
entspein, OW. hepp says, Olr. aithesc 
(:- *ati|sqà) answer. 

OE. inf. secéan, 1 pres. ind. secfe, pl. 
secgap, etc., are repr. normally by ME. 
segge(n), etc., sedgeyng recitation (R. Man- 
nyng), dial. zedge (xv1). ''hese began to be 
repl. in xii (e.g. inf. sasen, scm, Peter- 
borough Chronicle) and were finally ousted 
by forms derived from OE. sae$-, seg-, of 
2 and 3 pres. ind. viz. s@g(e)st, seg(e)st 
sayest, sa@g(e)p, seg(e)p saith, pt. segde said, 
pp. segd. Hence sb. xvI. 

say” sei (hist.) serge-like cloth. x11. - (O)F. 
saie = Pr. sata (Sp. saya, It. saja are from 
F.) :- L. saga, coll. pl. (used as sg.) of sagum 
coarse woollen blanket, military cloak, cloth 
covering, of Gaulish origin acc. to Polybius. 


sayyid seijid title of a man tracing his 
descent from Husain, elder grandson of the 
Prophet. xvin (syed, seid). = Arab. sayyid 
lord, prince; cf. CID. 


sbirro sbi‘rou, pl. -i Italian police officer. 
XVII. — It. sbirro, f. birro -medL. birrus 
red, var. of burrus — Gr. purrós, var. pursós 
fiery-red, f. pûr FIRE. Q The name refers 
to the red collar or cape worn by some It. 
police. 

scab skeb A. Tskin disease X111; cutaneous 
disease in beasts; crust formed over a 
wound xiv; B. low scurvy fellow XVI; non- 
unionist XIX. — ON. *skabbr (OSw. skabber, 
Sw. skabb, (O)Da. skab) — OE. sceabb (see 
SHABBY). "Che application to persons may 
have been due partly to MDu. schabbe slut, 
scold. Hence sca'bby! xvi perh. after 
MDu. schabbich, -ig; repl. scabbed (x11), 
prob. modelled on OSw. skabbotter = 
late OE. sc(e)abbede, ME. schabbed. 


scabbard! skze:boid sheath of sword, etc. 
xi (RGlouc). ME. sca(u)berc, later 
scaberge, scaubert, scaubard, aphetic - AN. 
*escauberc, pl. escaubers, -erz, escauberge 
(cf. AL. escauberca, scarbagium X1), prob. 
~ comp. of OHG. scala shell (see SCALE") or 
scar, scdra scissors, occas. sword + *berg- 
protect (as in HAUBERK); alt. of the second 
syll. to -bard, -bart, -berd, -bert is evidenced 
xiv, but AL. scauberdum is as early as XIII. 
@ For æ of the first syll. cf. SALMON, SAVAGE. 


scabbard? skæ'bərd thin board used for 
splints, veneer, etc. Xvi. - MLG. schalbort, 
f. schale SCALE}, SCALE*+ bort BOARD. 


scabious  skerbios plant of the genus 
Scabiosa (formerly of repute for the cure of 
skin diseases). xiv. ~medL. scabidsa (sc. 
herba plant), of scabiósus, f. L. scabiës rough- 
ness, itch, f. scabere scratch, scrape; see 
SHAVE, -IOUS. 

scabrous  skerbros rough with minute 
points xvii; fig. harsh xvi. -— f. L. scabr-, 
scaber, f. scab- (partly after F. scabreux); see 
prec., -OUS. 
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scaffold skz:foeld raised platform or stage 

XIV; (for the execution of criminals) xvi. 
ME. scaffat, scaffald - AN. *scaffaut, OF. 
(e)schaffaut, mod. échafaud, earlier esca- 
dafaut = Pr. escadafalc :~ Rom. *excata- 
falcum, f. ex- Ex-!+ *catafalcum; see CATA- 
FALQUE. Hence sca-ffoldinc! xiv. @ The 
word appears in various forms in medL., 
scadafale, -faltum, scafaldus, (AL.) esca- 
fautium, scaffaldum, scafotum (xu, scaf- 
foldum (xiv); the Rom. word has been 
adopted in Germ., as Du. schavot, G. 
schafott, Da. skafot, Sw. chavott. 


scaglia skā'lja limestone of the Italian Alps. 

XVIII. t. (see scALE?) So scagliola 
skaljowla  Tscagliaa xvi; Italian plaster- 
work imitating stone XVIII. It. scagliuola, 
dim. of scaglia. 


scald! skold burn with hot liquor; (dial.) 

burn. xir (AncrR.). ME. scalde, schalde, 
aphetic - AN., ONF. escalder, OF. eschal- 
der (mod. échauder) = Pr. escaudar, Sp. 
escaldar burn, scorch, scald, make red-hot, 
It. scaldare heat, Rum. scdlda = L. 
excaldáre wash in hot water, f. ex Ex-!-++ L. 
cal(1)dus hot (perh. in the spec. fem. sb. 
cal(t)da, sc. aqua water), rel. to calére be 
warm, Hence scald sb. xvii. 


scald? skdld (arch., dial.) scabby, scurvy. 
XVI. Later sp. of scalled (xiv), f. (dial) 
scall (xi11) = ON. skalli bald head, f. Germ. 
*skal-, whence SCALE!, SHELL ; see -ED?, 


scald? see SKALD. 


scale! skeil Tdrinking-bowl xim (Las); 
pan of a balance Xiv; sg. and pl. weighing 
instrument xv. - ON. skdl bowl, pl. 
weighing-scales — OHG. scala (G. schale) 
:t- Germ. *shalo, rel. to *skaló, whence 
OE. séealu shell, husk, drinking-cup, weigh- 
ing scale, OS. skala cup (Du. schaal), 
OHG. scala shell, husk (G. schale); cf. 
SHALE, SHELL, SKILL. Q The normal repr. 
of ME. scale is scéle, which was current 
XII-XVII; the characteristic north. form 
scale was established in London speech xv1 
(Palsgrave, Spenser, Sh.). Hence vb. weigh 
XVII. 


scale? skeil thin horny plate on the skin of 
animals XIV; lamina of skin, etc. xv; (after 
F. écaille) metal plate worn as an epaulette 
XIX. Aphetic - OF. escale (mod. écale husk, 
chip of stone) - Germ. *shaló (see scALE!), 
rel. to *skaljó, whence Rom. (medL.) 
scalia (OF. escaille, mod. écaille fish-scale, 
oyster-shell, Tt. scaglia fish-scale, chip of 
stone). Hence vb. remove scales from. xv. 
scaly? xvi. 


scale? skeil A. fladder (xv, Lydg.); B. 
(mus.) series of graduated sounds xvi : C. set 
of graduations for measuring distances XIV 
(Ch.; rare before xvi); graduated instru- 
ment; D. relative dimension, standard of 
measurement XVII. — L. scála usu. pl. steps, 
staircase, (sg., late) ladder (whence OF. 
eschiele, mod. échelle, Pr., Sp. escala, It. 
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SCAMP 


scala) :- *scandslā, f. base of scandere climb 
(cf. SCAN, ASCEND, etc., SCANDAL). 





scale skeil climb, mount. xiv. - OF. 


escaler (cf. ESCALADE) or medL. scalàre 
(whence also Sp. escalar, It. scalare), f. L. 
scála SCALE?. 


scale-board. xviii see SCABBARD?, 
scalene skeilin (of a triangle) having three 


unequal sides. XVIII. -— late L. scalénus 
(Ausonius) —- Gr. skalénós uneven, unequal, 
scalene, rel. to skolids oblique, crooked, 
skélos leg, L. scelus wickedness, crime, 
OE. sceolh wry, oblique (= MLG. schél, 
OHG. scelah, ON. shjálgr, f. a base 


meaning 'bend'. 


scallion ske-ljan shallot, onion. xiv. - AN. 


scal(ojun = OF. escalo(i)gne, Pr. escalonha, 
Sp. escalofia :- Rom.  *escalónia, for L. 
Ascalonia (sc. czepa onion) shallot, f. Ascaló 
(Gr. Askdlón) Ascalon, a portin S. Palestine; 
(cf. It. escalogno, corr. to Ascalóntum). 


scallop, scollop skz:lop, sko‘lop kind of 


shellfish; shell of this, esp. as a pilgrim’s 
badge xiv; formation resembling the edge 
of a scallop-shell xvii.  Aphetic - OF. 
escalobe, presumably of Germ. origin (cf. 
MDu. schelpe, schulpe mussel-shell). 


scallywag skzliweg (sl.) disreputable 


fellow. xix. orig. U.S., of unkn. origin; 
perh. orig. used for undersized or ill- 
conditioned cattle. 


scalp skelp (dial) top of the head, skull 


XIII ; integument of this (prob. evolved from 
thairy scalp, which in the Bible, Ps. Ixviii 
21, is a literalism from Heb.) xvii. north. 
ME. scalp, prob. of Scand. origin, but the 
Eng. senses are not found in any Scand. or 
other Germ. lang.; cf. ON. skdlpr sheath 
(Da. dial. skalp shell, husk), MLG. schulpe, 
MDou. schelpe (Du. schelp) shell, the mean- 
ings of which suggest deriv. from Germ. 
*skal- *skel- *skul- SCALE!, SHELL. Hence 
vb. remove the scalp of. XVII. 


scalpel skæ'lpəl small light knife for 


surgical operations. XVIII. -— F. scalpel or 
L. scalpellum, -us, dim. of scalper, scalprum, 
cutting tool, chisel, knife (used in Eng. xv), 
f. base of scalpere scratch, carve; see ~EL’. 


scammony skze'moni gum-resin obtained 


from Convolvulus Scammonia. xv. — OF. 
escamonie, scamonee (mod. scammonée) or 
L. scammónea, -ia (also -eum, -ium)- Gr. 
skammoniad, -énion. @ OE. scamonie and 
rare ME. scamoine were casual adoptions. 


scamp! skemp idle about mischievously 


XVI; commit highway robbery xvir. Im- 
plied in tscampant xvi (in a burlesque coat 
of arms, ‘a lyther lad scampant, a roge in his 
ragges), prob.- MDu.  schampen slip 
away, decamp — OF. escamper, eschamper — 
Pr. escampar, lt. scampare:- Rom. *ex- 
campáre, f. ex EX-! J- campus field (see CAMP). 
Hence scamp sb. thighway* robber or 
robbery xviii (cf. Tscamperer street ruffian, 


SCAMP 





Tscampsman highway-man); ne'er-do-well, 
waster XIX. 


scamp? skemp do negligently or hurriedly. 
XIX. perh. identical with prec., but allied in 
sense to SKIMP. 


scamper skae'mpoi Tdecamp ; run nimbly. 
XVII. prob. frequent. f. SCAMP! -- -ER*. 


scan skzn analyse the metre of (Xtiv) xv; 
Tceriticize, test ; examine or consider closely ; 
Tinterpret ; T discern xv1 ; look at searchingly 
XVIII. -— L. scandere (pp. scansus) climb, 
(late) ‘measure’ (verses), with allusion to 
raising and lowering the foot to mark 
rhythm; cf. next, and ASCEND, DESCEND. 
The var. Tscand was presumably the earlier, 
though not so shown by the evidence, and 
was apprehended as pp., from which an inf. 
scan was deduced. So F. scander (whence 
G. skandiren, Du. skandeeren), Sp. escandir, 
It. scandere. So sca:nsioN. xvii, -= L. 


scandal skz'ndol discredit to religion 
caused by a religious person; occasion of 
unbelief, stumbling-block; damage to 
reputation; grossly discreditable thing; 
defamatory speech. xvi. - F. scandale, 
corr. to Sp. escándalo, It. scandalo - ChrL. 
scandalum | (Vulg.) cause of offence- 
Hellenistic Gr. skdndalon snare for an 
enemy, cause of moral stumbling, orig. trap 
(cf. skanddléthron spring of a trap), f. IE. 
*skand- spring, leap, repr. also by Skr. 
shándatt, lL. scandere (cf. scan), MIr. pres. 
scendim, pt. sescaind, W. cy|chwynnu start. 
(An independent adoption of OF. escandle, 
eschandle is seen in earlier ME. scandle, 
scha(u)ndle x111; cf. SLANDER.) So sca:ndal- 
1zE! tmake public scandal of xv; tbe an 
occasion of stumbling to; slander; disgrace 
XVI; horrify by impropriety xvi. — (O)F. 
scandaliser or ChrL. scandalizare — ecclGr. 
skandalízein. sca:xndalous. xvi. - F. or 
medL. 


scandalize* skz-ndolaiz (naut.) reduce the 
area of (a sail. xix. alt. of Tscantelize 
shorten (xvi), f. Tscantle (f. SCANT) 4 -1zE. 


scandaroon skendorü:mn Tswindler xvir; 
kind of carrier pigeon (perh. so named 
because formerly used to take messages 
from Scanderoon to Aleppo) xix. f. 
Scanderoon (Iskandertin) name of a seaport 
in Syria. 

Scandinavian  skzendinervion pert. to 
Scandinavia, which comprises Norway, 
Sweden, Denmark, and Iceland. xvin. f. 
L. Scandinavia (Pomponius Mela, Pliny the 
Elder), erron. for *Scadinavia - Germ. 
* Skadinawa, repr. by OE. Séedenig (‘Beo- 
wulf’ 1686), ON. Skdney (adopted in OE. as 
Scónég), name of the southern extremity of 
Sweden; the terminal el. is *aujd, OE. ieg 
ISLAND. So Sca‘ndian. xvii. f. the short- 
ened form Scandia (Pliny). +}Sca-ndic, xvii, 


seansorial skznsdarrial pert. to climbing, 
that climbs. xix. f. L. scansórius, f. scans-, 
pp. stem of scandere ; see SCAN, -ORIAL. 


SCARAMOUCH 





scant skent stinted in measure; Tparsi- 
monious XIV; limited in extent or amount 
xvi. — OON. skamt, n. of skammr short, 
brief = OHG. scam; cf. ON. skemta enter- 
tain, amuse (lit. make the time short) :- 
*skammatjan. Superseded largely by 
sca:ntv!. xvi. For other exx. of the Scand. 
n. ending £ see THWART, WANT. 


scantling skze:ntli measured size; small 
or scanty amount ; Tpattern xv1 ; small piece 
of wood, ete. XVII. alt., by assoc. with -LrNG!, 
of Tscantlon gauge (Xi11), dimension (xiv), 
sample (xv), aphetic - OF. escantillon (mod. 
échantillon saraple), alt. of eschandillon, the 
simplex of which occurs as Pr. escandel 
measure of capacity, parallel to escandalh = 
Cat. escandall (whence It. scandaglio, Sp. 
escandallo) - medL. *scandalium, -ilium, f. 
L. scandere climb (see SCAN). 


scape’, 'scape skeip vb. and sb. (obs. or 
arch.) Aphetic of ESCAPE. XIII. Hence 
(from the vb.) scapecoaT (xv1, Tindale, 
1530), intended to render tbe supposed 
literal meaning of Heb. azaàzel (Lev. xvi 8, 
10, 26) 'the goote on which the lotte fell to 
scape’ (so Vulg. caper emissarius, whence F. 
bouc émissaire); the correct interpretation is 
prob. ‘goat for Azazel’ (a demon of the 
desert). sca*peGRACE ‘one who escapes the 
grace of God’ xix; cf. earlier want-grace 
(XVII). 


scape? skeip (bot.) long flower-stalk rising 
from the root. xvir (Holland). - L. scápus, 
Gr. skdpos, rel. to Gr. sképtron SCEPTRE. 


scape? skeip view of scenery. xvim (G. 
White). Abstracted from LANDSCAPE. 


scaphoid  skze-foid  boat-shaped. xvin. 
— modL. scaphoidés —- Gr. skaphoeidés, f. 
skdphos boat; see -o1D. 


scapular  skae:pjüler monastic garment 
covering the shoulders. xv. = late L. 
scapuláre, f. late L. scapula shoulder (anat. 
in Eng. use xVI), earlier pl. -æ ; see -AR. So 
sca-pulanv xin (scapelori) - AN. *scape- 
lorie, var. of OF. eschapeloyre (x11) — medL. 
scapelorium, scapularium ; assim. to -ARY. 


scar! ska1 trock, crag XIV; precipice XVII; 
sunken rock xvir. ME. skerre, scarre, 
= ON. sker low reef, SKERRY (whence also 
Gael. sgeir); cf. SCAUR. 


scar? ska: trace of a healed wound. XIV 
(Wycl. Bible).  Aphetic- OF.  escharre 
(later escarre, eschare), corr. to Sp., It. 
escara — late L. eschara scab (Caelius Aure- 
lianus) — Gr. eskhdrd hearth, brazier, scab. 
Hence vb. xvi. 


scarab skæ'rəb beetle xvi; gem cut in the 
form of a beetle xix. — L. scarabaus (earlier 
in Eng. use xvti1; also anglicized tscarabee 
(xvi, Spenser) — Gr. exapáfewos, presumably 
rel, to xapaBos stag beetle. 


scaramouch skz:ramaut{ stock character 
of Italian farce, cowardly or foolish boaster 
constantly cudgelled by Harlequin; rascal, 
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scamp XVIIL. Early forms Scaramuzza, 
~moucha, -muchio = It. Scaramuccia, joc. use 
of scaramuccia SKIRMISH; hence F. Scara- 
mouche (Moliére), source of the later and 
present form. Q Popularized in late xvu 
by the visit to London in 1673 of Tiberio 
Fiurelli, an impersonator of the part. 


scarce skesis  jscanty xig (RGlouc.); 
Tniggardly ; deficient in quantity or number 
XIV. = AN., ONF. scars, aphetic of escars, 
OF. eschars, mod. échars (of coim) below 
standard value, (of wind} slight = Pr. 
esca(r)s, Sp. escaso, Ít. scarso :- Rom. 
*excarpsus plucked out, pp. of *excarpere, 
for L. excerpere select out, EXCERPT. (Cf. 
MDou. schaers, Du. schaars - F.)). Hence 
Sca:rceLYy? tscantily, sparingly; only just, 
not quite. xiii; after (O)F. écharsement; 
sca:rciTY. XII.  -— ONF. escarceté, OF. 
eschar- (mod. écharseté). 


scare skeor terrify. xt (Orm). ME. 
skerre, later scarre, skere (repr. by dial. scar, 
skeer), skayre, skare (Xv), scare (xvi) =- ON. 
skirra frighten, (also) avoid, prevent, refl. 
shrink from (cf. Norw. skjerra, Sw. dial. 
skjarra scare), f. skjarr shy, timid (whence 
Sc. scar xvi, scaur); the phonology is 
obscure. Hence sca-recrow! something 
to frighten away a typical bird from seed. 
XVI. 


scarf! skàif joint for connecting two 
timbers into a continuous piece. XIV (San- 
dahl). orig. naut.; prob.-OF. *escarf 
(mod. écart), f. *escarver (mod. écarver), 
perh. f. an ON. base repr. by Sw. skarf, 
Norw. skarv piece to lengthen a board or 
a garment, joint or seam effecting this, Sw. 
skarfva, Norw. skarva lengthen in this way); 
cf. Sp. escarba, Pg. escarva, LG., Du. scherf 
scarf, Du. vb. verscherven (whence G. ver- 
scherben); all these collateral forms are 
recorded much later than the Eng. word; 
the ult. origin remains obscure. Hence vb. 
XVII (Capt. Smith). 


scarf? skdif broad band of stuff as an 
article of clothing xvi; (her.) xvi. prob. 
alt. (by assoc. with prec.) of scarp, which is 
recorded from xvi in the heraldic sense of a 
diminutive bend sinister. = ONF. escarpe 
= OF. escherpe (mod. écharpe), whence It. 
sciarpa, Sp. charpa, MDu. scharpe, Du. 
sjerp, G. schdrpe; prob. identical with OF. 
escarpe, escharpe, esquarpe, escreppe, pil- 
grim’s scrip suspended from the neck (cf. 
ON. skreppa scrip'). comp. sca'rf-SKIN 
outer layer of the skin. XVII. 


scarify skæ'rifai make incisions or scratches 
in. xv. — (O)F. scarifier — late L. scarzficáre, 
alt. of L. scarifáre - Gr. skariphásthat 
scratch an outline, sketch lightly, f. skérzphos 
pencil, stilus; see -IFY. So SCa:riFICA'TION. 
XIV (rare before xvi). — (OJF. or late L. 


Sscarious  skeo:rios dry and shrivelled. 
XIX, =F. scarieux or modL. scariósus 
(whence also sca:riOsE’ XVIII). 


scarlatina skàiloticno scarlet fever. XIX. 
=- modL. (Sydenham, 1676) — It. scarlattina 
(Lancelotti, 1537), fem. (sc. febbre fever, 
after medL. febris scarlatina) of scarlattino, 
dim. of scarlatto SCARLET. 


scarlet ska-alit rich cloth, of various 

colours, freq. bright-red x111; bright vivid 
red colour xv; (adj. xiv, Ch.). Aphetic 
— OF. escarlate fem. (1nod. écarílate) — Pr. 
escarlate (also -at m.), Sp., Pg. escarlate, 
-ata, It. searlatto, medL. (e)scarlata, -eta, 
-etum, whence prob. ON. skarlat, skallat, 
MHG. scharlat, also (M)HG. scharlach (cf. 
LAKE®), (M)Du. scharlaken; the It. form is 
prob. the source of modGr., Slav., and 
Turkish forms; ult. origin unkn. (an 
Oriental source cannot be proved). 


scart skait (Sc.) cormorant. xv. MSc. 
scarth - ON. skarfr, more closely repr. in 
Orkney and Shetlands by scarf (xvi). 


Sscarus  skzo':ros  parrot-fish. xvi. L., 
— Gr. skáros; supposed by the ancients to 
chew the cud. Also anglicized as scar, 
Tscare (XVIII). 


scat skeet tax, tribute (now only hist. of 

countries under Scand. rule) xiv ; (in Orkney 
and Shetland) land-tax xvi. - ON. skattr = 
OE. séeat, OFris. skett money, cattle, OS. 
skat (Du. schat), OHG. scaz (G. schatz) 
treasure, Goth. skatts piece of money, 
money :- CGerm. *skattaz (whence OSI. 
skoti cattle. 


scathe skeió (arch., dial.) injury, damage. 
XII (La5.). - ON. ska: -- OE. séeapa 
malefactor, (rarely) injury, OFris. skatha 
injury, OS. skado malefactor, OHG. skado 
(G. schade) injury, harm :- Germ. *skapon, 
f. *skap-, whence also Goth. skapis harm, 
skapjan injure, a var. *skop- being repr. by 
ON. skóó harmful thing, skedr harmful. 
(The OE. word, with f, is sparsely repr. in 
ME.) Soscathe vb. injure x11 (Orm); wither, 
sear XIX. — ON. skaóa = OE. sdeapian, 
OFris. skathia, OS. scaüon, OHG. skadón 
(Du., G. schaden) :—- Germ. *skapojan. 'The 
sb. survives in gen. literary use in the comp. 
sca:thergss (Xit Orm - ON. skaülauss), the 
vb. in scathinc? skei-din (poet.) blasting, 
searing XVIII; fig. as of invective XIX; un- 
scatheD? AnskeróÓd uninjured, orig. Sc. 
XIV (Sc. Leg. Saints). 


scatology skoto:lod5i (path.) diagnosis by the 
fæces. XIX. f. Gr. skato-, skôr dung (cf. SCORIA) 
+-(0)LOGY. So sca'toMANCY skæ't-, XVI. 


scatter skæ'tər tsquander, dissipate; dis- 
perse in many directions XIII (skatere). 
prob. var. of SHATTER, with sk- substituted 
for f- under Scand. influence. Q The in- 
stance of pt. scatered in ‘Peterborough 
Chronicle’, an. 1137,is prob. an ex. of shatter, 
since in that text sc normally denotes f. 


scaup-duck ski-pdak duck of the genus 

Fuligula. xvii (Willughby). f. scaup bank 
providing a bed for shellfish, Sc. var. of 
scalp (xv1) bare piece of rock above water, 
perh. transf, use of SCALP. 
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scaur skii (Sc.) precipitous bank, cliff. 
XIX (Scott). var. of SCAR!. 


scavage  ska'vids (hist) toll formerly 
levied in London on merchant strangers. 
xv (Caxton). - AN. scawage = ONF. escau- 
wage, f. escauwer inspect — Flem. scauwen 
— OE. sééawian see (SHOW). 
scavenger ska-vind3e1 ‘officer who took 
‘scavage’ and (later) kept the streets clean; 
person employed to clean streets xvi. alt. 
of scavager~ AN. scawager, f. scawage; see 
prec. and -ER!; for the n cf. harbinger, 
messenger, passenger, wharfinger. Hence by 
back-formation sca:venge vb. XVII. 
Scavenger’s daughter instrument of 
torture. XVI (latinized Scauingeri filia). 
alt. of Skevington, Skeffington, name of the 
inventor (Leonard S.), Lieutenant of the 
Tower in Henry VIII’s reign. 


scazon skeizon (pros. choliamb. xvii. 
=- L. scazón — Gr. skázón, sb. use of prp. m. 
of skázein limp, halt. 


scenario siná'riou, feiná'riou outline of 
the plot of a play. xIx. -= It. scenario (f. 
scena SCENE), anglicized as fscenary XVII. 


scend see SEND?. 


scene sin apparatus for setting forth the 
action of a play; division of an act of a play; 
place of an action; Tstage performance XVI; 
Tstage of a theatre ; view of an action, place, 
etc.; episode, situation in real life xvii; 
stormy encounter (so F. faire une scène) 
XVIII. — L. scēna, scæna stage, scene — Gr. 
skéné tent, booth, stage, scene, rel. to skid 
shadow (cf. sumMMER). Cf. F. scéne (rare 
before xvi1). So scenery sirnori T dramatic 
action (Richardson) ; decoration of a theatre 
stage (Burke); aggregate of features in a 
landscape xvin. alt. of fscenary (see 
SCENARIO) by assim. of the ending to -ERY. 
scenIC sinik, senik. xvii. - L. scénicus - 
Gr. skénikós, Sce-nicar xv. 


Scent sent track (animals) by the smell; 
Texhale an odour xiv; (from the sb.) per- 
fume xvii. Late ME. sent(e) - (O)F. sentir 
feel, perceive, smell — Pr., Sp. sentir, It. 
sentire :— L. sentire feel, perceive. Hence 
scent sb. odour of beast or man as a means 
of pursuit XiV (Barbour); sense of smell; 
distinctive odour xv. @ The unexpl. sp. 
scent does not appear till xvir. 


sceptic, U.S. skeptic skeptik one who 
doubts. xvi. = F. sceptique (septik) or L. 
scepticus, in sb. pl. sceptici followers of the 
Greek philosopher Pyrrho of Elis (Quin- 
tilian) — Gr. skeptikds, sb. pl. skeptikoz (Aulus 
Gellius), f. sképtesthai look about, consider, 
observe, f. *skep-, rel. to *skop- (as in 
Skópos; see SCOPE, -SCOPE) and poss. meta- 
thesis of *spek. So sce: pticAL.  xvir. 
sce'pticisM. xviIl. —- modL. scepticismus; 
cf. F. scepticisme. Q The sp. with sk- and 
the consequent pronunc. are due to direct 
recourse to Gr.; it is recorded (along with 
sc-) from xvi, is the only sp. in J.’s Dict., 
and is the accepted form in U.S.A. 
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sceptre, U.S. scepter se:ptor rod or wand 


as a symbol of regal or imperial authority. 
x11 (Cursor M.). ME. cepire, septre (with 
later assim. to L. and Gr.) - OF. ceptre, 
(also mod.) sceptre, corr. to Sp. cetro, It. 
scettro — L. scéptrum — Gr. sképtron, f. skep- 
tein prop, sképtesthai prop oneself, lean (on); 
cf. SHAFT}, 


sch letter-group repr. in its earliest use the 


sound f, succeeding to OE. sé- (see SH); in 
modern sp. it has this value in schedule, 
schist, in a few G. words, e.g. schnapps, 
schorl, and (formerly) in Oriental words such 
as haschisch; it repr. s in schism (as earlier in 
schedule); it is pronounced sk in words of 
ult. Gr. origin, as scheme, scholastic, school, 
and in It. words, e.g. scherzo. 


schedule fe-djil, (U.S. ske-djul) ticket, 


label xiv; Texplanatory slip accompanying 
a document Xv; appendix to an act of 
parliament; classified statement or list xvi. 
Late ME. cedule, sedule - (O)F. cédule, corr. 
to Pr. cedula, Sp. cédula, It. cedola ~ late L. 
scedula small slip of paper, dim. of sceda, also 
scheda leaf of papyrus; see -ULE. @ In xvi 
scedule, schedule reflect the current L. forms, 
the latter finally prevailing since mid-xvitr. 
‘The pronunc. se:djül continued till c.1800, 
but was supplanted by fe'djūl. In U.S.A. 
that with sk (after scheme) is current through 
the authority of Webster. 


scheme skim  Tfigure of rhetoric xvi; 


Tdiagram; analytical or tabular statement; 
plan, design xvi. - L. schéma - Gr. 
schéma form, figure, f. *skh- :- pre-Hellenic 
*zoh-, var. of *segh- (whence Gr. héxis 
habit; cf. HECTIC). "The usual medL. render- 
ing of skhéma being figura, scheme was used 
in XVI-XVII as a Syn. of figure in several 
techn. senses. Hence vb. xvir. So sche- 
MATIC, XVII. ~modL. schēmaticus, f. 
schēmat-, schéma; cf. G. schematisch. 
sche:matisM. XVII - L. - Gr. 


scherzando skõıtsæ'ndou (mus.) playfully. 


XIX. ~ It. scherzando, gerund of scherzare 
play, sport, f. scherzo sport, jest, (mus.) 
lively movement = (M)HG. scherz, f. scher- 
zen, f. base of schernen, f. OHG. skern (see 
SCORN). 


schism sizm breach of the unity of the 


visible Church xiv (Gower); offence of 
promoting this Xv; sect so formed xvi. 
Late ME. scisme, sisme~ OF. scisme, sisme 
(mod. schisme), corr. to Pr., it. scisma, Sp. 
cisma — ecclL. schisma — Gr. skhisma rent, 
cleft, in N.T. division in the Church, f. 
*skhid-, base of skhizein split, cleave. The 
sp. was assim, (XVI), asin F., to the L. form. 
So schisma: Tic. xIV (sb., PPl). -(O)F. 
~ecclL. = ecclGr. ; -ICAL XVI. 


schist fist (geol.) fissile crystalline rock. 


XVIII (first in modL. form schistus). — F. 
schiste = L. schistos (lapis s. ‘fissile stone’, 
Pliny) - Gr. skhistós (s. lithos perh. talc), 
pp. adj. f. *skhid- (see prec.) Hence 
schi'stosr!l. XVIII. 


SCHIZO- 


schizo-  skaizou, skaizo:, skidz- comb. 
form irreg. repr. Gr. skhízein split (cf. 
SCHISM and prec.), used from c.1840 in 
scientific terms, as schizodon, schizomycete, 
schizopod; schizophrenia -fri-nia (path.) 
‘split mind’, condition characterized by 
cleavage of mental functions, Gr. phrén 
mind xx (P. E. Bleuler, of Zurich; modL., 
after F. schizophrénie; see -1A'); hence 
schizophrenic -fre:nik adj. and sb. xx. 


schnap(p)s [neps spirit resembling Hol- 
lands gin. xix. - G. schnap(p)s dram of 
drink, liquor (esp. gin) - LG., Du. snaps 
gulp, mouthful, f. snappen seize, snatch 
(see SNAP). 


schnauzer fnau:za1 German breed of 
house dog. xix. G., f. schnauze snout. 


schnorkel [ni-1kal see SNORKEL. 


scholar sko-or pupil in a school; one 
devoted to learning, learned person XIV; 
student receiving emolument from a 
school, etc. xvi. ME. scoler, aphetic 
— OF. escoler, -ier (mod. écolier) - late L. 
scholaris, £. L. schola SCHOOL; see -AR. The 
L. word was adopted in late OE. scol(z)ere 
pupil, learner, MDu. scholare, -er, Du. 
scholier), OHG. scuolari (G. schiiler). Hence 
scho-darrvi. xvi; earlier scho-larLiKe 
(xv1). scho-larsHIP. XVI. 


scholastic skölæ'stik pert. to the school- 

men XVI, pert. to education in schools XVII ; 
characteristic of ‘the schools’, pedantic 
XVIII ; sb. schoolman xvir. = L. scholasticus 
- Gr. skholastikós studious, learned, sb. 
scholar, f. skholdzein be at leisure, devote 
one’s leisure to learning, f. skholé; see 
SCHOOL, -IC, and cf. (O)F. scolastique, etc. 
So schola-sticAr. xvi (in all senses earlier). 
Hence schola’sticIsM. XVIII. 


scholium skou-liom, pl. -ia iə explanatory 

note, comment, XVI. - modL. scholium —- Gr. 
skhélion, f. skholé learned discussion (see 
SCHOOL). So scholiast skou-liest com- 
mentator. XVI. late Gr. skholiastés, f. 
skholidzein, f. skhélion; cf. F. scoliaste (xvi, 
Rabelais). 


school! skül place or establishment for 
instruction ; body of teachers of a subject in 
a university (spec. applications vary). OE. 
scól, scolu, corr. to MLG., MDu. schéle (Du. 
school), OHG. scuola (G. schule), Germ. 
-medL. scóla, for L. schola —- Gr. skholé 
leisure, employment of leisure in disputa- 
tion, lecture, (later) school; reinforced in 
ME. by aphetic — OF. escole (mod. école) — 
Pr. escola, etc. - CRom. scola; the adoption 
of the L. word (which itself superseded 
lüdus prop. game) is CEur. ; cf. W. ysgol, OIr. 
scol (Ir., Gael. sgoil), Russ. shkola, etc. ; the 
native name was lárhüs ‘lore-house’. Hence 
vb. xvi; cf. G. schulen, etc. schoo-IMaNn 
(cf. OE. scélmann learner) in mediæval 
universities, one who treated of logic, meta- 
physics, and theology. XVI. 


school? skül shoal of fish, etc. xiv. - 
MLG. .MDu, schõle (Du. " school) troop, 





[797] 


SCILICET 








multitude, spec. 'school' of whales — OS. 
scola, OE. scolu troop :- WGerm. *skulo, 
perh. orig. division, f. *skul- *skel- *skal- 
divide (see SHELL, SKILL). 


schooner skiino1 small sea-going fore-and- 


aft-rigged vessel. xviir (skooner, scooner). 
Said to be agent-noun (-ER!) f. New Eng- 
land vb. *scoon or *scun skim along water, 
for which there is no evidence; adopted in 
many Eur. langs. 


schorl [51] (min.) (black) tourmaline. xvirt. 


— G. schórl, earlier schrul, schurl, schirl, 
schir-, schórlich, of unkn. origin. 


schottische fo-tif, foti-[ dance resembling 


the polka introduced into England in 1848. 
XIX. — G. (der) schottische (tanz) the Scor- 
TISH dance. 


sciagraphy  saize'grofi projection of 


shadows, delineation of light and shade. 
XVI (sciographie). — F. scia-, sciographie = L. 
scia-, sciographia — Gr. skid-, skiographia, 
f. skid-, skiogrdphos, f. skid shadow + 
-graphos ; see SHINE!, -GRAPHY. 


sciatic saiz-tik pert. to or affecting the hip. 


XVI. — (OJF. sciatique - late L. sciaticus, alt. 
of ischiaticus, for L. ischiadicus (after 
-aticus -ATIC) - Gr. iskhiadikds (Hippo- 
crates, Galen, Dioscorides), f. iskhíon hip- 
joint, pl. zskhía haunches, hams (cf. medL. 
scia hip). Cf. Pr. sciatic, Sp. cidtico, It. 
sciatico. So sciatica saiæ'tikə. xv (cye- 
tica, sytyca). — late L. sciatica (sc. passio 
morbid affection, illness). 


science sarons knowledge, esp. of a tech- 


nical kind. xiv (Rolle). — OF. science, Cort. 
to Pr. sciensa, Sp. ciencia, Pg. sciencia, It. 
scienza — L. scientia, f. scient-, prp. stem of 
scire know; see -ENCE. The foll. related or 
deriv. sbs. 'meaning ‘man adept in science’ 
are all àzra£ Aeyópeva exceptthe first ; Tsciencer 
(xvi-xvi1),  Tscientiate (xvii),  Tsciencist 
(xvi, Tscientman (XVII); they are repl. by 
scientist sai‘ontist xix (1840, Whewell). 
The foll. adjs. were variously current: 
tscient having knowledge or skill (xv Lydg. 
—XIX) — prp. of L. scire in Rom. largely repl. 
by sapere (cf. SAPIENT) ; Tscientzal (xv Pecock 
to XIX) ~ late L. scientiàlis ; tscie'ntic, T-1cal 
XVI — F. scientique; Tscie: ntious XVII (only); 
tscientive xvi (only - OF.; they were 
finally superseded by scientiFIC saionti-fik 
(also T-ical) xv: (of proof, etc.) demonstra- 
tive; concerned with science or the sciences 
XVI; pert. to science XVIII. —(O)F. scien- 
tifique or late L. scientificus, equiv. to 
scientiam faciens producing knowledge, used 
primarily in translations of Aristotle’ S works 
to render Gr. ETLOTHLOVLKOS (f. | EMOTH LE 
possessing knowledge, f. émorjun know- 
ledge), and applied first to arguments or 
proofs, later extended to matters and persons 
having to do with science. Cf. CONSCIENCE, 
PRESCIENCE. 


scilicet, abbrev. scil, sc. sailiset that is 


to say, to wit. XIV. L., contr. of scire licet 


SCILLA 








‘it is permitted to know’; scire (see prec.), 
licet 3rd sg. pres. ind. of licére (see LICIT). 
scilla sila liliaceous plant of the genus 
Scilla. xix. -L. setlla~Gr. skilla. Cf. 

SQUILL. 


scimitar si-mitez short curved one-edged 

sword. xvi. Introduced in various forms 
(cimiterie, cemitere, cymitare, scimitar) repr. 
F. cimeterre, cimiterre, lt. scimitarra, 
tcimitara, Sp. .. Pg. cimitarra, Pers. stmsir 
(whence Gr. sampséra). 


scincoid ski:nkoid resembling a skink. 
xvit. - modL. scincoidés, f. L. scincus 
SKINK ; See -OID. 


scintilla sinti'lə minute particle. XVII 
(anglicized tscintill xv1). — L., spark. So 
sci:ntillaTE? sparkle. xvir. f. pp. stem of 
L. scintillàre, f. scintilla. scintilla:TiON. 
xvi. -L.;so F. 


sciolist sai'olist smatterer. xvir. f. late I. 
sciolus, dim. f. scius (cf. conscious), f. base 
of L. scire know ; see SCIENCE, -IST. 


sciomancy sai'o(u)mznsi divination by the 
shades of the dead. xvii. —modL. scto- 
mantia, £. Gr. skio-, skid shadow ; see SHINE; 
-MANCY. 


scion saron shoot, slip, graft xiv; heir, 
descendant XIX. ME. sioun = OF. ciun, 
cion, sion (mod. scion), perh. alt. of chion (as 
in mod. Picard dial.) -= Germ. *kidon shoot. 
scire facias saiə'ri fei: fiæs (leg.) writ re- 
quiring the sheriff to summon the party 
before the court. xv. sb. use of law L. 
phr. (‘you are to do (him) to wit’), the 
essential formula of the writ. 

scirrhous si-ras pert. to a scirrhus. XVI, 
=- F. scirrheux (now  squirreux) - modL. 
scirrhósus, f. scirrhus (used in Eng. since 
XVII) hard tumour (scirros in Pliny) =- Gr. 
skirros, skiros hard (substance) ; see -Ovs. 


scission si:fon cutting, division. xv (rare 
before xvii). =(O)F. scission or late L. 
scissi0(n-), f. pp. stem of scindere cut, cleave, 
f. IE. *sk(hjid-, *sk(h)eid- ; cf. Gr. skhizein 
split, separate, and SCHISM, SCHIST, SCHIZO-; 
see -ION. 


scissors sizoiz cutting instrument con- 
sisting of a pair of pivoted handled blades. 
XIV (Ch). Late ME. sisoures - (O)F. 
cisoires (now only ‘large shears’, the sense 
‘scissors’ being appropriated to ciseaux, pl. 
of teisel CHISEL), repr. medL. *ezsóvia, pl. of 
late L. cīsõrium, f. -cis-, -cidere, var. in 
comp. of L. cas-, cadere. cut (cf. CEMENT, 
CONCISE). For the ending -or(s) see MIRROR. 
@ The sp. with sc-, dating from xvi, is due 
to assoc. with L. scindere (see prec. and cf. 
LL. scissor carver, in medL. tailor). 

sciurine sarjurain pert. to squirrels. XIX. 
£. L. sciürus — Gr. skíouros, f. skid shadow +- 
ourd tail; see SHINE, ARSE, -INE!. 

sclaff sklef (in golf) scrape the ground, 
XIX. spec. use of Sc. sclaff strike with a flat 
surface, shuffle along, perh. of imit. origin. 





SCOOP 





sclero-  sklio-rou, skliara‘ comb. form of 
Gr. sklérés hard (see SKELETON). xix. So 
sclero-sis morbid hardening. xtv. medL. 
sclérdsis (usu. sclir-, repr. late Gr. pronunc. 
of »)—Gr. sklérdsis, f. sklérotin harden. 
sclerotic -o'tik xvi. —- medL. 


scoff! skof contemptuous ridicule XIV; 

also vb. perh. of Scand. origin; cf. early 
modDa. skof, skuf jest, mockery, skuffe 
jest, mock, also (as now) deceive, disap- 
point, rel. to OFris. skof mockery, OHG. 
skoph poet (cf. SCOP). 


scoff? skof (si. and dial.) eat voraciously ; 
seize, plunder XIX. orig. var. of synon. 
(dial.) scaff (xviir), rel. to contemp. scaff 
food ; later assoc. with S. African scoff food, 
meal = Afrikaans (Du.) schoft (prop.) quarter 
oe a day, (hence) any of the four meals of the 
ay. 

scold skould ribald or abusive person (esp. 
a woman). XiII (the ex. in ‘Ormulum’ 2192 
may mean ‘poet, minstrel’), prob. —- ON. 
skdld poet, SKALD, in comps. also with 
dyslogistic implication (e.g. skdldskapr, 
prop. poetry, which has in the Icel. law- 
books the spec. sense of libel in verse), hence 
(perh. by a spec. Eng. development), 
libellous, scurrilous, or ribald person. 
Hence scold vb. }quarrelj noisily, (later) 
be vehement or persistent in reproof or 
faultfinding (to) xiv (PPI., Trevisa). 


scollop see SCALLOP. 


scolopendra skolépendra fabulous sea- 
fish xv; centipede, millipede xvir.- L. ^ 
~ Gr. skolépendra, prob. of alien origin. 


sconce’ skons lantern or screened candle- 
stick carried by a handle xiv; bracket- 
candlestick xv. Aphetic - OF. esconse (1) 
hiding-place, (ii) lantern or — medL. sconsa, 
aphetic of absconsa (sc. laterna) dark lantern, 
sb. use of fem. pp. of L. abscondere hide (see 
ABSCOND). 


sconce? skons (arch. sl.) head. xvr. perh. joc. 
use of prec. 


sconce? skons (fortif.) small fort or earth- 
work. xvi. = Du. schans, tschantze brush- 
wood, screen of brushwood for soldiers, 
earthwork of gabions -(M)HG. schanze 
(whence also MLG. schantze), of unkn. 
origin; the orig. meaning was perh. 
‘bundle of twigs’. Cf. ENSCONSE. 


sconce’ skons (Univ. sl.) fine in a tankard 
of ale, etc., e.g. for breach of discipline or 
convention. XVII. Early exx. have allusions 
to head-money and being ‘taxt by the poul’, 
suggesting that the term arose from a joc. 
ref. to SCONCE?. Hence sb. XVIL 


scone skon, skoun round cake of wheat or 
barley meal baked on a griddle, quadrant- 
shaped section of this. xvi (scon, Douglas). 
orig. Sc., perh. shortening of MLG. 
schonbrot, MDu. schoonbrot syénbrot ‘fine 
bread’ (see SHEEN). 


scoop skip utensil for baling or ladling 
XIV; kind of shovel xv. Orig. in nautical and 
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trade use from the Low Countries. - MLG., 
MDu. schópe (Du. schoep) vessel for baling, 
bucket of a water-wheel = MHG. schuofe 
(G. tschufe) ~ WGerm.;*skopd(n), £. *skdp- 
var. of *skap-, whence *skappjan draw 
water (repr. by OS. skeppian, Du. scheppen, 
OHG. scephan, G. schöpfen); cf. SHAPE. 
Hence scoop vb. tladle or bale out xiv; 
remove (as) with a scoop xvii. Also in mod. 
use, orig. U.S., to take up in large quanti- 
ties; cut out (a rival newspaper editor, etc.) 
XIX (whence sb. exclusive piece of news). 


scoot skit go suddenly and swiftly. XVIII 
(naut.). The orig. form is scout, which 
became obs. in early xix ; the present form 
seems to have been imported later from the 
U.S.A. ; of unkn. origin. 


Scop skop also erron. scóp, scóp skoup 
Anglo-Saxon poet or minstrel. x1x (Lytton). 
Antiquarian revival (with sp.-pronunc.) of 
OE. séop, sceop (which, if surviving nor- 
mally, would have become *shop or *shope, 
*shoap) = OHG. scof, rel. to MDu. schop, 
OHG. scopf poet, jest, derision, ON. skop 
mocking, railing (cf. scoFF!). 

scope skoup object aimed at; room for 
exercise, free course; range of activity XVI; 
length of cable at which a ship rides xviu. 
- It. scopo aim, purpose ~ Gr. skopds mark 
for shooting at, f. *skop- *skep-, as in 
skopein observe, aim at, examine, sképtesthai 
(cf. SCEPTIC). 


“scope skoup terminal el. repr. L. -scopium 
— Gr. -skdpion (as in héroscopium — héro- 
skopion casting of nativities), f. skopein (see 
prec.); extended in medL. use in micro- 
scopium MICROSCOPE and télescopium TELE- 
SCOPE, on the model of which have been 
formed terms denoting scientific instru- 
ments for enabling the eye or the ear to 
make observations, e.g. baroscope, gyro- 
scope, laryngoscope, stethoscope. ‘The corr. 
adjs. end in -sco:pic skopik with advs. in 
-sco:picalLy? and nouns of action in 
-SCOpY? skopi. 

scorbutic skoibjürtik pert. to scurvy. XVII. 
- medL. scorbüticus, f. scorbütus scurvy 
(whence F. scorbut, It. scorbuto, etc.), perh. 
for *scorbücus - MLG. schorbuk, Du. scheur- 
buik (whence G. scharbock, Icel. skyrbjigr, 
etc.), f. MLG., MDu. schoren (Du. scheuren) 
break, lacerate + būk (buik) belly; cf. Du. 
tscheurmond (mond mouth) scurvy of the 
gums, scheurbeen (been bone) scorbutic 
affection of the bones. 


scorch skditf heat so as to dry up. xv. 
rel. obscurely to tskorkle (xtv, Ch.), fre- 
quent, of *skorke (cf. scorrcuenn in 'Ormu- 
lum', which may be- ON. sAhorpna be 
shrivelled). «| With the colloq. use ‘cycle 
or motor at high speed’ cf. F. phr. brûler le 
pavé ‘burn the road’, 


score sk5a1 A. set of twenty (prob. orig. as 
marked on a tally) (x1); B. notch, mark, 
stroke; account of times kept on a tally or 
board xIV; amount of a bill or reckoning 


XVI; account, reason XVII; record of points 
in a game XVIII; C. written or printed piece 
of concerted music (said to be so named 
from the practice of connecting the related 
staves by ‘scores’ or lines marking off the 
bars) xvid. Late OE. *scoru, pl. scora, -e 
- ON. skor notch, tally, twenty :— *skuré, 
f. *skur- *sker- cut, SHEAR. So score vb. 
XIV. partly — ON. skora, f. skor; partly f. 
the Eng. sb. 


scoria skoorio slag, clinkers. xvii. = L, 
scõria dross — Gr. skóría, f. skór dung (cf. 
SCATOLOGY), rel. to OE. séearn, dial. sharn 
dung — OFris. skern, ON. skarn, etc., pp. 
formation on Germ. *sher- *skar- cut, 
divide, separate (see SHARE, SHEAR). 


scorn skõın ftbehave contemptuously XII 
(Orm); tderide, (now) hold in disdain x111. 
Aphetic - OF. escharnir, eschernir = Pr. 
escarnir, esquernir, Sp., Pg. escarnir, It. 
schernire :- Rom. *escarnire, *eskernire - 
Germ. *skarnjan, *skernjan, f. base of OS. 
skern, etc., jest, mockery. So scorn sb. xII 
(Orm). - OF. escarn, corr. to Pr. esquern, 
etc., f. the vbs. In sb. and vb. forms with 
-a- and -o- are equally early; the origin of 
the latter is obscure; there are difficulties in 
the way of referring them to F. tescorner, 
lt. scornare insult, affront = Rom. *ex- 
cornāre, deprive of horns, dishonour, f. L. 
ex EX-!-+cornū HORN. 


scorpion skd-ipion arachnid whose sting 
causes intense pain XIII (AncrR.); (after 
i Kings xii 11, 2 Chron. x 11) knotted or 
armed cord xiv. —(QO)F. scorpion = Pr., 
Sp. escorpion, It. scorpione :- L.. scorpió(n-), 
extension of scorpius — Gr. skorpíos. 

scorzonera skoizonio'ro plant of the genus 
so named. xviI (earlier Tscorzoner, Ger- 
arde). — It. scorzonera (whence F. scorsonére, 
Sp. escorzonera), Í. scorzone :~ Rom. *scur- 
tidne, alt. of medL. curtid(n-) poisonous 
snake, for whose venom the plant may have 
been an antidote. 


scot skot payment, contribution; scot and 
lot, taxes levied by a municipal corporation 
in proportionate shares upon its members 
xII. In ME. partly- ON. skot (= OE. 
sćot SHOT), partly aphetic — OF. escot (mod. 
écot), of Germ. origin; in later use to some 
extent an antiquarian revival of the OE. 
form (cf. scoP). Hence scot-FREE- exempt 
from the payment of scot, fine, etc.; 
exempt from injury or punishment xvi; 
there is a parallel shot-free (xv1I, Sh., Jonson). 


Scot skot (hist.) one of a Gaelic-speaking 
people first known in Ireland, and later 
settled in north Britain (Scotland) OE.; 
native of Scotland xiv. OE. *Scot, only in 
pl. Scottas = late L. Scottus (c.400), whence 
also OHG. Scotto (G. Schotte), MDu. 
Schotte, (also mod.) Schot. The regular 
medL. form was Scotus, whence OF. Escot, 
Sp. Escoto, 1t. Scoto; a var. Scótus may be 
repr. by ON. pl. Skotar. Nothing is known 
of the ult. origin, So Scotch skot[ xvi, 
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Scots xiv (Scottis), reduced vars. of Scot- 
tisH! xir (La3.), repl. OE. Scyttisé (cf. 
M)Du. schotsch, G. schottisch, T schóttisch, 
ON. skotskr). Sco-tchMan xvi. Sco-tsMAN 
XIV (Scottis man, Barbour). 


scotch! skot{ make an incision in XV 
(Hoccleve); (from 'Theobald's emendation 
of scorch in Sh. ‘Macbeth’ 111 iv 13) injure 
or obstruct so as to render harmless for a 
time xvIII. Of unkn. origin. Hence sb. 
incision XV ; so in HOPSCOTCH. 





scotch? skotf block, etc. placed under a 
circular object to prevent slipping. XVII. 
occas. skatch, which may indicate identity 
with scatch (xv1) stilt - OF. escache, whence 
Du. schaats SKATE?. 


Scotist skoutist follower of the 13th- 
century theologian Ioannes Duns Scotus 
(the Subtle Doctor); see -IST. XVI. 


scoundrel skau‘ndral unscrupulous or un- 
principled person. xvi. Of unkn. origin; 
deriv. from Sc. and north. scunner shrink, 
flinch, is excluded by the phonology and the 
Eng. locality of the word, and deriv. from 
an OF. *esconderel (f. escondre evade i- L. 
abscondere hide, ABsCOND) by its late 
appearance. See -REL. 


Sscour' skauo: rid, clear (an area) xir 
(Cursor M.); purge xiv (Barbour); cleanse 
by hard rubbing xiv (Ch.); clear out, get 
rid of xv (Lydg.); rake with gunshot xvi. 
prob. introduced by Flemish workmen, and 
- MLG., MDu. schiren (whence G. scheu- 
ern, (M)Sw. skura, Da. skure) - OF. escurer 
(mod. écurer clean, scour) = Pr., Sp. escu- 
rar, It. Tsgurare, Tscurare :— late L. excürare 
(medL. (e)scüráre), f. L. ex xx-' + cüráre 
take care of, medL. clean, f. cra CURE. 


scour? skauər move about rapidly; pass 
rapidly over xIv. Of dubious early history 
and of unkn. origin. 


Scourer  skauo:ror  Tscout XIV; (arch.) 
roisterer XVII, Late ME. scoverour, aphetic 
of descoverour — OF. descouvreor, f. des- 
couvrir DISCOVER; afterwards apprehended 
as agent-noun of SCOUR?, 


scourge sk3id3 whip XIII; instrument of 

divine chastisement xIV; cause of calamity 
xvi.  Aphetic- OF. escurge, escorge, f. 
escorgier (cf. escorgiee, mod. e(s)courgée whip, 
Olt. scuriada, OF. escourjon thong of a 
whip) :- Rom. *excorrigiare, £. ex EX-ld- 
corrigia thong, whip, perh. of Gaulish origin. 
So scourge vb. xii (RGlouc). - OF. 
escorgter. 


Scout! skaut spy, reconnoitre. XIV. Aphetic 
- OF. escouter (mod. écouter) listen, alt. of 
ascolter — Pr. escoltar, lt. ascoltare, etc. 
:t- Rom. *ascultáre, for L. auscultàre (see 
AUSCULTATION). So scout sb. one sent 
ahead to reconnoitre. xvi. — OF. escoute, f. 
escouter; earlier in Tscout-watch sentinel, 
spy (xiv), unless this is a comp. of the vb. 


SCRANNEL 


scout? skaut flat-bottomed boat. Xv. 
— MDu. schüte (Du. schuit), adopted earlier 
as schoute (xiv), rel. to ON. skita (Da. 
skude) light fast vessel; perh. to be referred 
to the base of SHOOT in the sense ‘move 
rapidly’. 

scout? skaut mock, deride xv11; reject 

with scorn xvii. prob. of Scand. origin 

(cf. ON. skúta, skúti a taunt, skútyrði, 

skotyrüi abusive language), prob. f. base of 

skjóta sHOOT. (If so, the word must have 
been in colloq. use long before it is recorded.) 

Cf. SHOUT. 


scout! skaut (at Oxford, hence at Yale and 
Harvard), male college servant. xvin. Of 
unkn. origin; perh. spec. use of scour!. 

scow  skau large flat-bottomed square- 
ended lighter. xviir. = Du. schouw, earlier 
schouwe, schoude = LG. schalde, rel. to OS. 
skaldan push (a boat) from the shore. 











scowl skaul look with louring brows and 
threatening expression. xiv. First recorded 
from northerly and eastern areas; prob. of 
Scand. origin (cf. Da. skule cast down one’s 
eyes, give a sidelong look); perh. ult. rel. 
to late OE. scilégede squint-eyed (varying 
with scylégede). Hence sb. xvi (Dunbar). 


scr=- may repr. (1) locally, OE. ser-, as in screed, 
the standard development being shr-, as in 
shred, shroud, (2) ON. skr-, as (partly) in 
scrape, (3) OF. eser-, as in screw, (4) MLG., 
MDu. schr- as in scrabble, scrub vb., (5) an 
expressive modification of cr-, as in scrag!, 
scratch, scrunch. 


scrabble skrae:bl make marks at random, 

scrawl; scratch about xvi; scramble xvit. 
— MDu. schrabbelen frequent. of schrabben 
scratch, scrape; cf. synon. MDou. schráven 
and SCRAPE. 


scrag! skreg lean person or animal XVI; 
lean end of a neck of mutton xvir; neck xix. 
perh, alt. of f crag(ge) XV-XVIII; see SCR- (5). 
Hence vb. hang by the neck, throttle. xviir. 
scra'ggy' lean. XVII. 


Scrag? skreg (dial.) stump of a tree, rough 
projection. xvi. Parallel to dial. scrog 
stunted bush, pl. brushwood (xiv), shrag 
rag (XIV), twig (xvi), s/rog bush, pl. under- 
wood (xv). Implied in ME. scra':ggy! 
rough, rugged, ragged. x111 (scraggi). 


scramble skrz-mbl make one’s way by 
clambering, etc. xvi (Sidney); struggle with 
others for something xvi. Of symbolic 
form, combining dial. scamble and cramble 
(xv1), of allied meaning. 


scrannel skre-nol (dial.) lean, thin. xvir 
(Milton ‘Lycidas’ 124 s. pipes, from which 
subsequent users of the word have inferred 
the meaning ‘harsh, unmelodious’). Ob- 
scurely rel. to synon. dial. scrank (E. Coles, 
Dict. 1679), Sc. scranky (Ramsay, XVIII), 
scranny ; all prob. of ult. Scand. origin and 
derived from a base repr. by Norw. skran 
shrivelled, s&rank lean large-boned figure. 
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scrap! skrep pl. remains of food xiv 
(Trevisa) ; fragmentary portion xvI. - ON. 
skrap scraps, trifles, f. base of skrapa 
SCRAPE. Hence scrappy! skræ'pi. XIX. 


scrap? skrep Tvillainous plot xvi1; struggle, 
tussle XiX. perh. f. SCRAPE. 


scrape skreip remove an outer layer from 
XIV; rake together with effort; draw harshly 
or noisily over a surface XVI. — ON. skrapa 
or (M)Du. schrapen (whence also OF. 
escraper) = OE. sérapian scratch, ME. 

tshrape, rel. to Du., LG. schrappen (whence 
G. schrappen), MHG. schrapfen, schrepfen; 

for other prob. cogns. cf. SHARP. 


scratch skret[ wound the surface of the 
skin with the nails, etc. xv (Caxton); rub 
lightly with the finger nails or claws XvI; 
make linear abrasions on XVI. prob. blend- 
ing of synon. (dial) scrat (scratte xi11) and 
Terateh (cracche xii); the origin of these 
forms is obscure, but their meaning asso- 
ciates them with the similar MLG., MDu. 
kratsen, OHG. krazzón (G. kratzen), OSw. 
kratta scratch; (O)F. gratter GRATE?, OF. 
esgrater (a poss. source of scrat), Sp. 
gratar, It. grattare are from Germ. Hence 
sb. result of scratching xv1; mark indicating 
starting-point XVIII; adj. hastily done, col- 
lected, etc. xix. 


Scratch skretf (dial.) usu. Old S., the 
Devil. xvin. alt. of (dial.) scrat, late ME. 
scrate (Xv) hermaphrodite — ON. skrat(t)i 
wizard, goblin, monster, rel. to OHG. 
scrato (G. schrat) satyr, sprite. 


scrawl skrol write in a sprawling untidy 

manner. XVII. perh. transf. use of (dial.) 
scrawl sprawl, crawl (xiv), prob. blending 
of CRAWL and SPRAWL; cf. scR~ 5. Hence 
sb. XVII. 


scream skrim utter a shrill piercing cry. 

XII. Either aberrant repr. (see scr-) of late 
OE. *séórzman, ME. shreame (xin) or —- 
the rel. MDu. *schreemen (so WElem.; 
cf. MDu. schreem sb.) = OFris. *skréma 
(WFris. skrieme weep). 


scree skri mass of detritus on a mountain- 

side. xviii. prob. back-formation from 
screes, for *screethes pl. - ON. shkrióa land- 
slip, rel. to skríða slide, glide = OE. 
scrīþan, OS. skridan, OHG. skritan (G. 
schreiten). 


screech skritf Xvi. alt. (with expressive 

lengthening of vowel) of tscritch (scriche 
XIII), f. imit. base repr. in OE. sériccettan ; 
cf. (dial.) screak (xv), scrike (X1v), of Scand. 
origin (cf. ON. skrækja, Norw. serika). So 
screech-owl (xvi, Sh.), earlier tscritch-owl. 


Screed skrid (dial.) fragment severed, torn 
strip XIV ; long roll or list, lengthy discourse 
XVIII; levelled strip of plaster xix. prob. 
var. repr. (see ScR-) of OE. séréade SHRED. 


screen skrin contrivance to ward off heat, 
wind, light, etc. ; partition in a building xv; 
(fig.) xvi; sifting apparatus xvI. Aphetic 
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~ OFrank. *skrank, - ONF. escren, var. of 
escran (mod. écran) = OHG. skrank, pl. 
skrenk (G. schrank cupboard) bar, barrier, 
fence (cf. mod. schranke). Hence vb. shelter, 
shield xv; sift xvir. 


Screever  skri'vor (sl) pavement artist. 


XIX.  Agent-noun (-ER!) of scereeve (sl.) 
write, draw pictures on a pavement, perh. 
— It. scrivere :—- L. scribere write (see 
SCRIBE). 


Screw skrü A. mechanical contrivance of 


which the operative part is a spiral groove or 
ridge XV; worm or boring part of a gimlet 
XVI; (fig.) XVII. B. (from the vb.) act of 
screwing XVIII; object screwed or twisted 
up XIX. C. (sl. senses of obscure develop- 
ment) unsound horse; wages, salary xix. 
In A — OF. escroue. fem. (mod. écrou m.) 
either (1) — WGerm. *scriva, = MHG. 
schrübe (G. schraube), corr. to MDu. schrüve 
(whence the Scand. forms), or (ii) :- (the 
source of the Germ. forms) L. scrófa sow 
(cf. SCROFULA), medL. female screw (for the 
sense development cf. Sp. puerca sow, 
screw). Hence screw vb. XVII (Sh.). 
screwed skrüd (sl.) intoxicated; perh. a 
joc. variant on tight; also (earlier) screwy. 


scribble skri-bl write carelessly or hastily. 


Xv. -medL. seribillàre (cf. rare L. con- 
scribilldre), dim. formed on L. scribere write 
(see next); see -LE?. 


scribe skraib doctor of the Jewish law xiv 


(PPl.); secretary, clerk xiv (Wycl. Bible); 
copyist, transcriber xvI. — L. scriba official 
or public writer (in Vulg. tr. Gr. ypap- 
pareós, Heb. sópher), f. scribere trace 
characters, write, f. IE. base *skreibh- 
scratch, incise, repr. also in OIr. and Lith., 

and by Gr. skariphásthai scratch (cf. 
SCRIPT and SHRIVE). For semantic develop- 
ment cf. wRITE. So scribe vb. (in car- 
pentry) mark or score (wood, etc.), shape 
the edge of. xvir. Of obscure development; 
varying with scrive; perh. orig. for describe, 
tdescrive. Q The L. vb. is repr. by many 
comps. with prefixes, e.g. ascribe (ascrip- 
tion), conscribe (conscript, conscription), de- 
scribe (description), transcribe (transcript, 
transcription). 


scrimmage skri:mid3, scrummage skra‘- 


mida Tskirmish xv ; noisy contention, con- 
fused struggle xviii (spec. in rugby football 
XIX; cf, SCRUM). alt. of tscrimish, var. of 
SKIRMISH, with assim. of the ending to -AGE; 
for the change of if to id3 cf. dial. rubbidge 
for rubbish. 


scrimp skrimp scanty. xvi. In early use 


Sc. ; of unkn. origin ; for possible cogns. see 
SHRIMP and for similar expressive structure 
cf. SKIMP. So scrimp vb. scant, skimp. 
XVIII. 


scrimshaw skrim[o (sl.) handicrafts prac- 


tised by sailors on long voyages. xix. Also 
scrimshander, -shandy ; of unkn. origin ; perh. 
f. the surname Scrimshaw; cf. for the form 
scrimshanker (soldier’s sl.) shirker. 


SCRIP 


scrip? skrip wallet, satchel. xi (Cursor M.). 
Aphetic - OF. escrep(p)e purse, bag for 
alms, var. of escherpe (mod. écharpe) or - 
ON. skreppa, which may itself be - OF.; 
ult. Germ. *skerpd (latinized as scerpa 
equipment). 

. Scrip? skrip (dial) piece of paper with 
writing on it. xvi (Sh)  perh. alt. of 
SCRIPT by assoc. with SCRAP. 


scrip? skrip A. (orig.) receipt for the 
portion of a loan subscribed, (now) share 
certificate XVII; B. trade price of a book 
25% below published price xix. In A 
short for sub|scrip|tion (receipt); in B for 
sub|scrip'tion price. 
script skript piece of writing XIV (exa- 
minee's written papers XiX); (kind of) hand- 
writing XIX. In late ME. aphetic - OF. 
escribt, for escrit (now écrit), whence 
tscrit(e) XIII-xv i- L. scriptum, sb. use of 
n.pp. of scribere write (see SCRIBE). scrip- 
toRIUM skriptó:riom  writing-room. XVIII, 
(anglicized scriptory xv). — medL. scrip- 
ture skrrptfíoi Holy Writ, the Bible xii 
(Cursor M.); (arch.) inscription xiv. = L. 
scriptira, f. script-, pp. stem of scribere ; see 
SCRIBE, -URE. So Scri pturaL!. xvii, 
-late L. scrivenER skri:vonor professional 
scribe xiv; notary xv. f. ME. scerivein 
(xi, aphetic- OF. escrivein. (mod. écri- 
vain) — Pr. escrivd, etc. :- Rom. *scribano, 
f. L. scriba SCRIBE, with -dnus -AN ; see -ER!, 


scritch skritf see SCREECH. 


scrofula skro:fjülo disease characterized by 
degeneration of the lymphatic glands. xiv. 
In early use pl. after late L. scrdfulz, dim. f. 
L. scrófa breeding-sow (supposed to be 
subject to the disease; cf. synon. Gr. 
Rhoirddes, pl. of khoirds like a hog's back); 
in sg. form xvir. Hence scro-fulous. xvir. 


scroll skroul roll of paper or parchment; 

writing, list, roll; inscribed paper xv; 
scroll-like ornament xvii. Late ME. 
scrowle, alt., after rowle, ROLL, of scrozw 
(xui) aphetic- AN. escrowe, OF. escroe 
strip, esp. of parchment — Germ. *skrauda 
SHRED. See ESCROW. 


scrotum  skrou:tom pouch-like enclosure 
of the testicles. xvi. —L. scrétum; cf. 
scrautum skin sheath for arrows. 


scrouge skrid3, skraud3z (sl.) crowd out. 
XVIII (Johnson). alt. of (dial) seruze (xvi, 
Spenser), perh. blending of SCREW vb. and 
SQUEEZE, 

scrounge skraun’3 (sl.) acquire illicitly. 
XX. var. of dial. scrunge steal. 

scrub! skrab rub hard. xiv. ME. serobbe, 
beside shrubbe, prob. -MLG., MDu. schrob- 
ben, schrubben (cf. scr-). 


scrub? skrab low stunted tree xvi (doubt- 
fully xiv); dwarf cattle; mean little fellow 
XVI. var. of SHRUB; see SCR- I. 


scruff skraf nape of the neck. xvin. orig. 
alt. of scuff, scuft (xvii), of which there is 





SCULLERY 


a synon var. cuff (xviii); perh. based ult. 
on ON. skoft (= OHG scuft, Goth. skuft) 
hair of the head; cf. (M)HG. schopf. 


scrum skram XIX. Shortening of scrum- 
mage, SCRIMMAGE. 


scrumptious skra-mPfas (orig. U.S. colloq.) 
first rate, ‘grand’; (also formerly) fastidious, 
‘particular’ xix. Of unkn. origin. 


scrunch skran'f (colloq.) xix. Expressive 
alt. of CRUNCH; dial. crush, squeeze; see 
SCR- 5. 
scruple skrü:pl A. small unit of weight or 
measurement; B. thought or doubt trou- 
bling the conscience. xvi (occas. tscrupule). 
- F. scrupule (corr. to Sp. escrápulo, etc.) or 
L. ser&pulus, -ulum in above senses, dim. of 
scripus rough or sharp pebble, anxiety 
(Cicero). scru:ple vb. xvir. f. the sb. 
or =F. scrupulous skrivpjilos. xv. 
scru:pulo:sirv. xvi - F. or L. €f Preceded 
by tscriple (xiv (Wyclif) to xvi.) =- L. scri- 
pulum, var. of scrüpulum; Tscripulous (xv- 
XVII). 


Scrutator skrüteirtor one who examines 
closely. xvi. — L. serütátor,f. scritàrt search, 
examine, f. serta trash, rubbish, the orig. 
application being to the rummaging of rag- 
pickers or the searching of persons; see 
-ATOR. So scrutiny* skrictini formal 
taking of votes xv; close investigation XVII; 
ofhcial examination of votes xvin. - EL. 
scriutinium. Hence scerutin&e'R XVII, earlier 
Tscrutiner XV1; see -ER!, -EER. Scru-tinizr. 
XVII ; cf. F. serutiner (xvi). 


scrutoire skrü-twar (arch.) xvii. Aphetic 
of escrutoire, unexpl. var. of ESCRITOIRE. 


scry skrai (dial) descry; act as a crystal- 
gazer XvI (revived 1894 by Andrew Lang). 
Aphetic of DESCRY. 


scud skad move briskly, now esp. of 
objects driven by the wind. xvr (More). 
poss. alt. of scuT, as if to race like a hare. 


scudo  skü:dou pl. scudi silver coin 
formerly current in Italian states. XVII. 
It. = OF. escu (mod. écu), Sp. escudo 


shield, coin bearing a shield :- L. scutum 
shield. 


scuffle ska-fl struggle confusedly together. 

xvI. prob. f. Scand. base (cf. Sw. skuff, 
skuffa push) to be referred to Germ, *skuf- 
SHOVE. 


sculduddery, skul-  ska4lda:dori (Sc.) 
fornication XVIII; obscenity X1x. Of unkn. 
origin. 

sculduggery, skul- skaldaʻgəri 
tricky doings. xix. Of unkn. origin. 


sculi skal kind of oar. xiv. Of unkn. 
origin; identity with SKULL is poss. Hence 
scull vb. xvit. 


scullery ska4'lori (hist) department of a 
household concerned with kitchen utensils 
XV; room attached to a kitchen xvii. - AN. 
squillerie, for OF. escuelerie, f. escuelter 


(U.S.) 
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maker or seller of dishes, f. escuele :- Rom. 
*scütella (by assoc. with L. scūtum shield), 
for L. scutella salver, waiter, dim. of 
scutra wooden dish or platter; see -ERY. 


scullion ska‘ljan (arch.) servant who per- 
formed menial offices in the kitchen. xv 
(sculson, Cath. Angl). Of unkn. origin. 


sculpin ska‘lpin any of several worthless 
spiny fishes. xvir. perh. alt. of scorpene — L. 
scorpæna = Gr. skórpaina, presumably f. 
skorpios SCORPION. 


sculpture sk4-lptíoi art of carving in hard 

material, products of this. xiv (Gower; 
rare before xvit; occas. Tsculture xvi - It. 
scultura). ~ L. sculptüra (whence F. sculp- 
ture, etc), f. pp. stem of seulpere, 
var. of scalpere (cf. SCALPEL), generalized 
from the comps. exsculpere, insculpere; see 
-URE. Hence sculpture vb. (Evelyn; 
earlier sculp Tengrave xvi, now chiefly 
colloq. or joc. xvi; also sculpt xix), 
scu'Ipturar! xix (Shelley). So scu'Ipton!. 
XVII. —L.; cf. F. sculpteur. 


scum skam ffoam, froth xu; film of 
floating matter on liquid xv; fig. xvi. 
-MLG., MDu. schüm (Du. schuim) — 
OHG. scüm (G. schaum ; cf. MEERSCHAUM), 
ON. skim :- Germ. *sküman (whence Pr. 
escuma, OF. escume, mod. écume, It. 
schiuma), f. *skii- cover. Hence scum vb. 
Tskim xiv (Trevisa); scour the surface of 
XV; throw up as scum XVII. 


scumble ska:mbl spread colour over a 
picture to soften hard lines, etc. XVIII. poss. 
f. SCUM vb. 4- -LE?. 


scuncheon  sk4n[on (archit.) bevelled 
inner edge. xv. Aphetic- OF. escoinson 
(mod. écoingon), f. es- EX-1-- cotn corner (cf. 
COIGN) + L. -szó(n-) -stON. 

scup skap (U.S.) fish Pagrus argyrops. 
xIx. Shortened — Narragansett mishcup, f. 
mishe large, cuppi scale. Also scuppaug 
ska:póg XIX; for muishcuppduog, pl. of 
mishcup, Stenotomus versicolor, 

Scupper! ska:por opening in a ship’s side 
on a level with the deck. xv. perh.- AN. 
aphetic deriv. of OF. escopir (mod. écopir) 
:- CRom. *skuppire spit, of imit. origin; cf, 
G. speigatt scupper, f. speien spit + gat(t) 
hole (GATE!). 

scupper? ska:poi (mil. sl) surprise and 
massacre; (pass.) be done for. xix. Of 
unkn. origin; first recorded at Suakin. 


scuppernong ska'poinor variety of musca- 
dine. XIX. name of a river and lake in N. 
Carolina, U.S.A. 


scurf sk5if scales of epidermis characteriz- 
ing a morbid condition of the skin formerly 
so called. Late OE. scurf, prob. alt. of 
sceorf by the influence of ON. *skurjr, 
implicit in skurfóttr scurfy, f. base allied to 
that of OE. sceorfan gnaw, sceorfian cut into 
shreds; cf. (M)HG., (M)LG. schorf scab, 
scurf. Hence scu:rfy?. xvii (isolated ex. xv 
in Cath, Angl.). 





SCYE 


scurrilous ska-riles coarsely opprobrious 
or jocular. xvi (Gascoigne). Contemp. with 
synon. tscurrile (Drant), on which it is 
formed with -ous;=- F. scurrile or L. 
scurrīlis (see -ILE), f. scurra buffoon. So 
EE skarilíti. xvi (Dunbar). =F. 
or L. 


scurry ska‘ri go rapidly or hurriedly. XIX. 

Second el. of HURRY-SCURRY used inde- 
pendently. € Chronology seems to pre- 
clude connexion with Tseurrier (xv-xvii) 
scout. 


scurvy skó:ivi characterized by scurf xvi; 
see -yl, Hence sb., partly ellipt. for Ts. 
disease Xvi, the spec. application being 
deterrnined by assoc. with the like-sounding 
F. scorbut, LG. schorbük (see scoRBUTIC). 


scut skat thare xv (Promp. Parv.); short 
erect tail of rabbit, etc. xvi (Palsgr.). rel. to 
Tscut adj. short, sb. short garment (Promp. 
Parv.), tscut vb. cut short, dock (Palsgr.); 
of unkn. origin; connexion with ON. skutr 
(Norw. skut) end of a vessel is poss. 


scutage  skjü'tida (hist.) tax levied on 
knights’ fees, esp. in lieu of military service. 
xv. —medL. sciitdgium, f. L. scūtum shield, 
after OF. escuage; see -AGE. 


scutate skjürteit covered with large scales; 
shield-shaped. xix. - L. scütátus having a 
shield, f. SCUTUM ; see -ATE?, 


scutch skat[ dress (fibre) by beating. Xvi. 
~ OF. *escoucher, dial. var. of escousser :—- 
Rom. *excussdre, f. pp. stem excuss-of L. 
excutere, f. ex EX-' + quatere shake (cf. 
QUASH). 

scutcheon ska4:tfon aphetic var. of AN. 
escuchon ESCUTCHEON. XIV (Ch., Wyclif). 

scuttle! ska:tl Tdish, trencher (OE.), xv; 
(dial.) corn-basket, grain-shovel xtv ; wide- 
mouthed basket xv; bowl-like vessel for 
coal xix. Late OE. séutel ‘catinus’ does not 
seem to have survived; ME. scutel is first in 
northern use — ON. sRutill, corr. to OS. 
skutala — MLG. schótele, MDu. schotele 
(Du. schotel), OHG. scuzzila (G. schüssel, 
whence Lett. skutelis); all - L. scutula or 
scutella, rel. to scutra dish, platter. 


scuttle? sk4:tl opening in a ship's deck xv; 
trap-door xvii. perh. — F. tescoutille (mod. 
écoutille) hatchway ~ Sp. escotilla (the sense 
‘scuttle’ is expressed by the derivs. F. 
écoutillon, Sp. escottllon), dim. of escota 
cutting out of cloth, f. escotar cut out, f. L. 
ex EX-1 + Germ, *skaut- SHEET. Hence 
scu'ttle vb. cut a hole in sides, bottom, or 
deck of (a ship). xvii. 

scuttle? sk4:t] run with quick hurried steps. 
Xv. Parallel with synon. (dial) scuddle 
XVII, frequent. of SCUD ; see -LE?. 

scutum skjü'tom (nat. hist.) shield-shaped 
part or segment. XIX. techn. use of L. 
scutum oblong shield. 

scye sai tailor’s term for the opening in a 
coat into which a sleeve is inserted. XIX. 
Sc. and Ulster dial. word of unkn. origin. 
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Scylla si:lo see CHARYBDIS. 


scypho- sarfou, saifo: repr. Gr. skupho-, 
comb. form of sciíphos large drinking vessel 
(L. seyphus, the comb. form of which is 
scyphi- sai:fi). 

scythe said  long-handled long-bladed 
instrument for mowing. OE. sipe, earlier 
*sigdi (written sigdi) = MLG. segede, sigde 
(LG. seged, seid, sichte), ON. sigür :—- Germ. 
*sezipd, f. *seg- (17 *sek- cut; see SECTION), 
whence also synon. OS. segisna, MDu. 
seisene (Du. zeis), OHG. segansa (G. sense). 
Hence vb. xvi (Sh.). Q The sp. with sc- 
(xvir) is prob. due to assoc. with SCISSORS. 


Scythian si-dien pert. to (one of) a people 
anciently occupying far-eastern Europe. 
XVI. f. L. Scythia — Gr. Skuthíàa, f£. Skiüthées 
Scythian ; -IAN. (T'he OE. adj. was Sctp pisc.) 


'sdeath (see 's) xvir. 


se- prefix occurring in derivs. from Latin, 

repr. sé (also séd) prep. and adv. without, 
apart, as in SECEDE, SECLUDE, SECRET, SE- 
CRETE, SEDUCE, SEGREGATE, SEPARATE. 


sea si body of salt water. OE. sé = OFris. 
sé, OS. séo, séu, d. séewa, OHG. séo, sé, d. 
séwe (Du. zee, G. see), ON sær, sjdr, sjér, 
Goth. saiws = CGerm. *saiwiz, of unkn. 
origin (there being no CIE. word). comp. 
sea-COAL (xli1) mineral coal (as dist. from 
charcoal) is in origin prob. coal derived 
from the sea (cf. AL. carbo maris X111), not 
coal brought by sea. (Late OE. s&col is jet, 
often got from the sea.) 


seal! sil aquatic mammal, spec. Phoca 
vitulina. OE. séol-, inflexional form of 
seolh (whence Sc. selch) = NFris. selich, 
MLG. sél, MDu. seel, zéle, OHG. selah, 
ON. selr :- Germ. *selyaz, of unkn. origin. 
The sp. seal occurs Xv. 


seal? sil (piece of wax for impressing) a 
device used in attesting a document. XIII. 
— AN. seal, OF. seel (mod. sceau) = Pr. 
sael, Sp. sello, It. suggello, sigillo, Rum. sugel 
+= L. sigillum small picture, statuette, seal, 
dim. of signum SIGN. So seal vb. - OF. 
seeler (mod. sceller), f. seel. 


seam sim junction made by sewing; line 

made by two abutting edges. OE. seam — 
OF ris. sim, MDu. sém (Du. zoom), OHG. 
soum (G. saum), ON. saumr ~ CGerm. (exc. 
Goth.) *saumaz, f. *sau- *su- sEw. Hence 
seam vb. xvi. sea:msTER OE. séamestre, 
S€*MPSTER XVI si'mstol, se'tnstor, Sea:m- 
Striss!, se-mpstrzss! XVII. 


seaman si‘mon one whose occupation is on 
the sea, sailor, (techn.) sailor below officer 
rank; OE. s&mann, with Germ. parallels. 


séance seiás session of a body of persons, 
spec. spiritualists' meeting. XIx. F., f. OF, 
seoir ?— L.. sedére SIT ; see -ANCE. 

sear! sist become withered OE; cause to 
wither xv (Lydg.); burn, char xvi. OE. 
séarian = OHG. sérén :— Germ. *saurdjan, 
f. #sauraz SERE. 


SECOND 


sear’ sio1 portion of a gun-lock that en- 

gages with the notches of the tumbler. XVI. 

prob. — OF. serre grasp, lock, bolt, (now) foot 

of a bird of prey, f. serrer grasp, hold fast. = 

Pr., Sp. serrar, It. serrare :- Rom. *serráre, 

a late L. serdre bar, bolt, f. sera bar for a 
oor. 


search s5it{ examine thoroughly ; look for; 
also intr. xiv. — AN. sercher, OF. cerchier 
(mod. chercher) = Pr. cercar, It. cercare 
seek, Sp. cercar surround := late L. circdre 
go round, f. L. circus CIRCLE. So search 
sb. xvi. - AN. serche, OF. cerche (Tcherche), 
if not f. the vb. xtv. 


season  srtz(o)n (appropriate) time or 
period xii (Cursor M.); period of the year 
(spring, summer, autumn, winter); time of 
breeding, etc. xiv. ME. seson, -un, -oun 
— OF. seson (mod. sazson) — Pr. sazon, Sp. 
sazón, It. dial. sason, saschun :— L.. satió(n-) 
sowing, in Rom. time of sowing, seed-time, 
f. *sa-, as in L. satus sown (cf. SEED, 
SEMEN, SOW?). So sea:son vb. render more 
palatable by the addition of a spice, salt, etc. 
XIV; bring to maturity XvI. — OF. sazsonner 
(repl. by mod. assaisonner), f. the sb. Hence 
Sea:sonanLE suitable to the time, opportune. 
xiv (Wyclif, Hoccleve). sea:sonABLYv. XIV 
(Usk). sea:sonar!. xix. sea:soniNG! Tim- 
pregnation XVI; savoury addition to a dish 
(F. assaisonnement) XVI. € The sense- 
development in the vb., as shown in Rom. 
dialects, is presumed to have been: ‘sow’, 
‘cultivate at a favourable time’, ‘ripen, 
mature’, ‘cook well’, ‘add flavouring to’. 


seat sit fsitting x11 (Orm); place or thing to 

sit on XIII (La3.); place of residence xIII. 
— ON. séti — OE. gesete, MDu. gesaete 
(Du. gezeet), OHG. gasaási (G. gesáss):— 
Germ. *zasa&tjam, f. *s&t- *set- srr. Hence 
vb. XVI. 


sebaceous sibei‘fias greasy, oily. XVIL 
f. L. sébdceus, f. sébum tallow, rel. to SOAP; 
see -ACEOUS. 


sebesten sibe:ston plum-like fruit of the 
genus Cordia. xiv. —medL. sebestén~ 
Arab. sabastün — Pers. sapistán. 


sec sek (of wines) dry. xix. F. :- L.. siccu-s. 


secant sr'kont in full s. Eine. xvt (Blundevil). 

— F. sécant adj., sécante sb. (sc. ligne)- 
modL. use of L. secant-, secáns, prp. of 
secüàre cut; see SECTION, -ANT. 


secateurs se-kot3iz pruning clippers. XIX. 
— pl. of F. sécateur, irreg. f. L.. secáre cut (see 
SECTION) - -ateur -ATOR. 


secede sisid withdraw from an association. 
XVIII. = L. sēcēdere, f. sē- SE-+cëdere go, 
CEDE, So secession sise’ fon XVII. - F. or L. 


seclude sikli-d shut off or away. xv. 
— L. séclüdere, f. sé- sE- -- claudere shut; see 
CLAUSE, CLOSE. So seclusion. XVIL = 
medL. 


second! se:'kond coming next after the first 
xui (RGlouc.); next in rank or succession 





[804] 


SECOND 





(e.g. s. Lieutenant) xiv; from xvi in various 

techn. (mainly ellipt.) uses as sb. - (O)F. 
second, fem. -onde == Pr. segon, Sp. segundo, 
It. secondo = L. secundus following, favour- 
able, second, f. base of sequi follow (see 
SEQUENCE). So se-cond sb. gg of a minute. 
xIv (Ch.). —(O)F. seconde = medL. secunda, 
sb. use (sc. minuta minute) of fem. of 
secundus, secunda minuta ‘second minute’ 
being the result of the second operation of 
sexagesimal division, the first being prima 
minuta. secondary belonging to the 
second class or order xiv; also sb. xv. 
- L. secundárius ; cf. (O)F. secondaire, etc. ; 
hence se:condarity® xv. Q In OE., as in 
German, there was no proper ordinal for the 
number two, óper OTHER being so used ; the 
resulting ambiguity .was removed by the 
adoption of the F. word. 

second? se:kond support, back up. XVI 
(Sidney, Sh., Bacon). — F. seconder, corr. to 
Pr. segondar, etc. ~L. secunddre favour, 
further, f. secundus, see prec. 

second? siko:nd (mil, etc.) transfer (an 
officer) temporarily to other duties. xix. 
f. F. phr. en second in the second rank (said 
of officers; cf. the use of SECOND lieutenant). 
seco'ndMENT. xix. 

seconde sog5:d (fencing) the second of the 
eight parries. xviii. — F. seconde, sb. use 
(sc. parade) of fem. of second sECOND'; the 
m. was also adopted as fsegoon (XVIII). 

secrecy srkrosi secret quality. xvi. repl. 
Tsecretie (xv), f. secre or SECRET -- -Tv?or -v?, 
prob. after private|brivacy. 

secret sitkrit kept from knowledge or ob- 
servation; sb. secret thing. xiv (PPl, 
Gower, Trevisa ; Ch. has secre(e) - OF. secré) 
— (O)F. secret, corr. to Pr. secret, Sp., It. 
secreto —- L. sécretus (n. secrétum used sb.), 
pp. of sécernere (whence secern xvit), f. sé- 
SE--+ cernere separate, distinguish, secrete, 
(pp. sifted). Cf. CERTAIN, CRIME, CRISIS, 
CRITIC, DECREE, DISCERN, DISCRIMINATE, 
EXCREMENT. 

secretary se:kritori Tconfidant xiv (Tre- 
visa); one employed to conduct correspon- 
dence, keep records, etc. xv; (after F. 
secrétaire d’état), It. segretario di stato, Sp. 
secretario de estado, minister at the head of 
a department of state xvi. —late L. sécré- 
türius confidential officer, sb. use of adj. f. 
sécrétus SECRET (cf. L. sécrétüàrium n. secret 
place); see -ARY. So secretariat sekri- 
teo:riot office of secretary. xix. = F. secré- 
tariat; see -ATE!. secretaire  sekritro-1 
writing-bureau. xIx (Scott). = F. secrétaire 
secretary, with transf. meaning prob. sug- 
gested by ESCRITOIRE, secretoire (XVII-XIX); 
so It. segretario. 

secrete! sikri-t produce by secretion. XVIII. 
f. sécrét-, pp. stem of L. sécernere separate 
(see SECRET), partly as a back-formation on 
secre-TION extraction by a gland, etc. of 
blood, sap, etc. from a substance xvi (Sir 
T. Browne) =- F. sécrétion or med. use of L. 
sécrétid(n-). So secretory”. xvi (Ray). 


SECUNDINE 


secrete? sikrrt hide out of sight. XVIIL. 
alt., after L. sécrétus SECRET, of secret vb. 
(xvi), f. the adj. 


secrete? sikrī't treat (fur) with nitrate of 
mercury. XIX. — F. secréter, f. secret SECRET 
sb. (in the sense ‘secret process’), So 
se-cretacEe. xvin. = F., f. the vb. 


secretive  sikrrtiv addicted to secrecy, 
indicative of such addiction. xix. Back- 
formation from secretiveness (also x1x), name 
in phrenology of a propensity, modelled on 
F. secrétivité (F. J. Gall, ‘Introduction au 
cours de physiologie du cerveau’, 1808), f. 
Secret SECRET ; see -IVE. 


sect sekt class (of persons); Treligious 
order ; (now illiterate) sex ; religious follow- 
ing; philosophical school xiv; religious 
denomination xvī; school of opinion XVII 
(Sh., Jonson). All the earliest uses are 
found in one or more of the following: Ch., 
Wyclif, PPI., Trevisa, Gower. —(O)F. secte 
or L. secta following (used as cogn. obj. in 
sectam sequi follow a certain course of con- 
duct, follow a person’s guidance), party 
faction, school of philosophy, f. older pp. 
stem sect- (cf. sectator follower) of sequi 
follow (see SEQUENCE) ; cf. Sp. secta, It. setta. 
So SectARY se‘ktori member of a (heretical 
or schismatic) sect, party, or school. xvi. 
— medL. sectárius ; cf. F. sectaire (xv1). Hence 
SeCtARIAN sektea‘rion adj. and sb. (used in 
Commonwealth times for Presbyterians and 
Independents) xvi1; whence secta‘rianIsM 
xIx (Coleridge); cf. F. sectarisme. 


section se:kfon cutting; subdivision of a 
written or printed work or document; part 
cut off xvi; drawing of an object as if cut 
through XVII; sign § xvin. - F. section or 
L. sectió(n-), f. sect-, pp. stem of secáre cut, 
f. IE. *sek- (cf. SCYTHE), repr. also in 
Balto-Sl. and Celtic, and in Germ. by saw! ; 
cf. SEGMENT. @ The senses depend ult. on 
those of Gr. ro, TOME. 


sector se:ktor plane figure contained by 
two radii and the arc of a curve intercepted 
by them xvi (Billingsley); instrument in- 
vented by Thomas Hood for the mechanical 
solution of mathematical problems (orig. 
containing a graduated arc) xvi (1589). 
— late L. techn. use (Boethius) of L. sector 
(agent-n. of secãre cut), tr. Gr. TopeŬs cutter; 
see prec. and -on!. 


secular se‘kjilox A. pert. to the world, 
worldly xu (S. Eng. Leg.) ; not sacred, pro- 
fane xv; non-religious xvi; B. occurring 
once in an age XVI; living or lasting for an 
age or for ages xvI1; sb. secular cleric xz1It. 
In A-OF. seculer (mod. séculier) - L. 
seculáris, f. szculum generation, age, in 
ChrL. the World (esp. opp. to the Church); 
in B immed. ~ L. s@culdris ; see -AR. So secu- 
larity. xvi. —(O)F. or medL.; earlier 
Tseculerte x1v prob. - AN, 


secundine se:kandain, -in after-birth. xiv 
(Trevisa) - late L. secundina, fem. pl. (for 
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which earlier L. had secunda), f. secundus 
following ; see SECOND!, -INE!. 


secure síkjuo:i (arch.) feeling no care; safe, 
certain, XVI. —- L. sécürus, f. sē- SE- + cára 
care (see CURE); cf. SICKER, SURE. Hence 
secu're vb. make secure Xv1 ; make sure of, 
get hold of xvirt. So secu-rirv. xv. - (O)F. 
sécurité or L. sécüritás. 


sedan sidz-n closed vehicle for one person 
carried by means of two poles. xvtr. poss. 
based on a dial. var. with -dd- of a Rom. 
deriv. of L. sella sappLE. @ “The streetes 
(of Naples) are full of gallants on horseback, 
in coaches and sedans, from hence brought 
first into England by Sir Sanders Dun- 
comb’ (Evelyn ‘Diary’ 8 Feb. 1645). 


sedate sideit undisturbed by passion or 
excitement. xvii. -—L. sédátus, pp. of 
sédáre settle, assuage, calm, f. *séd- *sed-, 
as in sedére SIT ; see -ATE?, So seda-TION XVI. 
=- F. or L., sedative se-dativ inducing calm 
Xv. —(OJ)F. or medL.; sb. XVIII. 


sedentary se‘dentori remaining in one 

place xvi; pert. to or involving a sitting 
posture XVII. = F. sédentaire or L. seden- 
tàrius, f. sedent-, prp. stem of sedére SIT ; see 
-ENT, -ARY. 


sederunt  sidio:rant (Sc.) sitting of an 
assembly. xvii. sb. use of L. sédérunt 
‘(there) sat’ (viz. the following persons, i.e. 
at a meeting), 3rd pl. pt. indic. of sedére SIT. 


sedge sedz coarse grassy rush-like or flag- 
like plant. OE. secé, m., n. :- Germ. *sagjaz, 
f. *sag- *sez- :—- IE. *sek-, repr. by L. secáre 
(see SECTION); cf. EFris. sige, LG. segge. 
Q For the etymol. notion of ‘plant with 
cutting edge’, cf. L. gladiolus (f. gladius 
sword), which the OE. word renders in 
glosses, and OE. seég fem., sword (:— *sag76). 

sedilia sidi-lio (n. pl.) series of (three) seats 
in the sanctuary of a church; rarely sg. 
sedile sidai:li xvii, - L. sedilia, pl. of sedile, 
f. sedére SIT ; see -ILE, -1A?. 


sediment se:dimont solid matter falling to 
the bottom of a liquid. xvi. — F. sédiment 
or L. sedimentum settling (cf. late L. sedimen 
sediment), f. sedére SIT, settle; see -MENT. 


sedition sidr[on fviolent party strife xiv; 
trevolt, mutiny xvr; behaviour inciting to 
rebellion xıx. -—(O)F. sédition or L. 
séditio(n-), f. séd- SE-+72tid going, f. it-, pp. 
stem of ire go (cf. ITINERARY). So sedi-tious?. 
xv. - (O)F. or L. 


seduce sidjü:s divert from allegiance or 
service XV (Caxton); induce (a woman) to 
surrender her chastity; lead astray XVI. 
In earliest use seduise, seduse —- (O)F. seduis-, 
inflexional stem of séduire; later assim. to 
L. sédücere, f. sé- sE- J- dücere lead (cf. DUCT). 
So seducrioN -da:k- xvi. - F. or L. 


sedulous se:djülos diligent or persistent in 

application. xvi. f. L. sedulus eager, 
zealous, f. séduló zealously, carefully, for 
sé doló ‘without guile’, (hence) with zeal 
(perh.- Gr. dólos ruse) ; see SE-, -OUS. 


SEEP 


sedum  srdom (bot) genus the British 
species of which are known as stonecrop. 
XV (cedum). L. 


see! si, pt. saw sõ, pp. seen sin per- 
ceive with the eyes. OE. séon, pt. seah, 
sd@won and s&gon, pp. (ge)sewen = OF ris. 
sia, OS., OHG. sehan (Du. gien, G, 
sehen), ON. séa, sia, sid, Goth. saihwan, pt. 
sahw, séhwum, pp. saihwans -- CGerm. str. 
vb. *sexwan — IE. *seq"-, by some identi- 
fied with the base of L. sequi follow (see 
SEQUENCE), the etymol. sense being ‘follow 
with the eyes’. 


see? si seat, spec. bishop's seat or throne 
xii (RGlouc.); episcopal office or authority 
XIV. -— ÀN. se, sed, OF, sie, sied :- Rom. 
* sedem, alt. (after L. sedere) of sedem (nom. 
-e$) seat, f. *séd- *sed- siT. 


seebright si:brait clary, Salvia sclaria xix. 
f. SEE! + BRIGHT, after clear eye, perverted 
form of CLARY. 


seed sid that which is or is to be sown; 
Toffspring OE.; tsemen xr. OE. sēd, 
Anglian séd, corr. to OFris. séd, OS. sdd 
(Du. zaad), OHG. sat (G. saat), ON. sad, 
Goth. -séps in manaséps :- CGerm. *s#diz, 
*szdam, f. *sE- sow?. Hence seed vb. 
XIV (intr., Ch.). see-dtinc!. xvir. see-dy? 
full of seed xvi; (sl.) shabby (from the 
appearance of a plant that has run to seed) 
XVIII; unwell xix. Hence seedlip si-dlip 
basket for seed. OE. s#dléap; see LEAP*. 


seek sik pt., pp. sought sot (arch.) try to find 
or obtain ; also intr. OE. sécan, earlier san 
pt. sdhie, pp. gesóht — OFris. séka, seza, pt. 
sóchta, OS. sókian, pt. sóhta (Du. zoeken), 
OHG. suchhan, pt. suohta (G. suchen), ON. 
sekja, pt. sétti, Goth. sdkjan, pt. sdkida, 
:- CGerm. *sókjan, £. base *sok- :— Western 
IE. *sdg- *sag-, repr. also by L. sdgire 
perceive by scent (cf. PRESAGE), ságus 
sorcerer, s@gax SAGACIOUS, Gr. égefsthai 
(Doric hdg-) lead, OlIr. saigin I seek, 
approach. € The normal repr. of OE. 
sécan survives in n.w. dial. seech and in 
BESEECH. Seek is prob. due to generalization 
of sék- from the forms *sékst, sékb (2nd and 
3rd pres. indic.), furthered by ON. sækja. 


seel sil stitch up the eyes of (a hawk, etc.), 
also transf. xv. Later form of fsile (xiv) - 
OF. ciller, siller or medL. ctlidre, f. L. 
cilium eyelid (cf. SUPERCILIOUS). 


seem sim Tbefit, BESEEM XII (Orm); appear 
to be xit. ME. seme - ON. soma honour 
(MSw. befit), f. sæmr fitting, seemly, f. 
*s6m-, whence also OE. s6m reconciliation, 
séman (:- *sdmjan) settle, reconcile, rel. to 
*sam- SAME. So see-miy*. xr. ME. 
semeliche - ON. sammiligr, £. soomr. 


seep sip ooze; percolate. XVIII (in recent 
use through U.S. influence). perh. dial. 
development of OE. sipian, rel. to OFris. 
sipa, MLG. szpen, MHG. sifen, presumably 
= OE. sipian, surviving in dial. sipe, of 
unkn. orig.; but the chronological gaps in 
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the evidence make the history of the two 
vbs. doubtful. 

seer! siər (tr. Vulg. L. vidéns, Gr. Brérwv, 
Heb. róéh) one who sees visions of divine 
things xiv (Wycl. Bible) ; one who sees xv; 
magician, crystal-gazer XVII. f. SEE!-L--En!. 
seer? siar Indian denomination of weight. 

XVII. — Hindi ser. 


seersucker sis‘isa‘kor thin striped crimped 
fabric. xviir. E. Indian alt. of Pers. shir o shak- 
kar ‘milk and sugar’, striped linen garment. 


see-saw si‘sd redupl. formation symbolic 
of alternating movement, based on saw! 
(as if orig. sung by sawyers), and used in 
rhythmical jingles, see saw sacke a downe 
(sacaradown), see saw sack a day, see saw 
Margery Daw xvi; game at which children 
sitting on each end of a pivoted plank move 
each other up and down xviii; plank so 
used xix. Hence as vb. xvur. Cf. Du. 
2iegezagen 'scrape' on a violin. 
seethe sid Tboil OE.; soak, steep xvi; be 
inwardly agitated xvii. OE. séopan, pt. 
séap, sudon, pp. soden (SODDEN) = OF ris. 
siatha, OS. *siodan, in pp. gesodenemo ‘re- 
cocto’, OHG. siodan (Du. zieden, G. sieden), 
ON. sjóða, f. Germ. *seup- *saup- *sud-, 
the second grade of which is repr. also by 
ON. saudr sheep (‘boiled flesh’), Goth. 
saups sacrifice, and OE. séap pit, cistern, 
pond, lake, OFris. sáth, MLG. sot (-d-) 
spring, fountain, MHG. so£ (-d-) cooking, 
boiling. 
segment se:gment piece resulting from 
cutting or division. XVI. =~ L. segmentum, 
f. sec-, stem of secáre; see SECTION, INSECT, 
-MENT. 


segregate se-grigeit separate from a body 
of persons or things. xvi. f. pp. stem of 
L. ségregdre, f. së- SE-, greg-, grex flock (cf. 
EGREGIOUS); based on segregate pp. (xv); 
see -ATE?, So segregA'TION. XVr. = late L. 

seguidilla segidi'lja Spanish dance of 3 or 
& time. xvi. Sp., f. seguida following, 
sequence, f. seguir :- Rom. *sequere, for L. 
sequī (see SEQUENT). 

seid see SAYYID. 

seidlitz se-dlits s. powder (x1x), named after 
tS. salt and water (XVIII), because of its 
aperient properties; name of a village in 
Bohemia where there is a spring im- 
pregnated with magnesium sulphate and 
carbonic acid. 


seigneur se'njiz, |[sepjór French feudal 
lord xvi; in Canada, one of the landed 
gentry xvIII. — (O)F. seigneur :—- L. seniórem, 
SENIOR. The corr. Rom. words are 
It. SIGNOR, Sp. SEÑOR, Pg. SENHOR. So 
seigniorv? sernjori tlordship xim (S. Eng. 
Leg.); feudal lordship xv. Hence seignio-~ 
YIAL XIX (earlier seigneu rial xvir). 

seine, sean sein large fishing-net. OE. segne 
= OS., OHG. segina = WGerm. *sdgina = 
L. sagēna (whence OF. saïne, mod. seine) — 
Gr. sagéné; reinforced in ME. from OF, 








SELF 


seisin si'zin (chiefly leg.) possession. ME. 


sesin(e), seisin(e) - AN. sesine, OF. seistne, 
(also mod.) saisine (= Pr. sazina, Olt. 
sagina), f. seisir SEIZE; see -INE*. 
seismic saizmik pert. to an earthquake. 
Xix (Mallet). f. Gr. seismós earthquake, 
f. selein shake; see -1c. So seismo-, comb. 
form of Gr. seismós. € The more normal 
form is repr. by F. sismique. 


seity si'íti selfhood. xvīfi (Steele). - medL. 
sēitās, f. L. sē oneself + -ITY. 


seize siz A. put in (feudal) possession (of); 

B. take possession or hold of x111; tC. arrive 
at XV1 ; D. (naut.)lash together with cord, etc. 
XVII (a F. use, the source of which may be 
Du. seisen, derived thence); (of surfaces) 
unite XIX. — OF. seizsir, (also mod.) saisir = 
Pr. sazir (whence Sp., Pg. asi») :- Gallo- 
Rom., Frankish L. sacīre (as in phr. ad 
proprium s., claim as one’s own), Germ. 
*sakjan, f. *sak- process, procedure (see 
SAKE'), which may have been partly con- 
flated with Germ. *satjan place, settle, 
SET!, Hence selzURE si:3o1. XV. 


selachian sileirkion (pert. to) a shark or 

allied fishes. xix. f. modL. .Selaché (—- Gr. 
seldkhé, pl. of sélakhos shark) or Selachii, 
after F. sélacien (Cuvier); see -IAN. 


selah si-l4 Heb. seldh, occurring often at the 
end of a verse in the Psalter and in Habbakuk 
iii (rendered in LXX by d:aedAua), sup- 
posed to be a musical or liturgical direction, 
perh. indicating a pause. 


seldom se‘ldam on few occasions. OE. 

seldan (with late var. seldum, due to 
assim. to hwilum WHILOM), corr. to OFris. 
stelden, MLG., MDu. selden (Du. zelden), 
OHG. seltan (G. selten), ON. sjaldan, dative 
formation on Germ. *selda-, repr. also in 
OE. seldlié, sellié strange, wonderful, seld- 
siene rare, and in Gothic by sildaleiks won- 
derful, sildaleikjan be astonished. 


select sile-kt specially chosen, picked. xvr. 
— L. selectus, pp. of séligere choose out, f. sé- 
apart (sE-) -- legere collect, choose (see 
LECTION). So sele:ct vb. pick out. xvi. f. 
pp. stem of the L. vb. sele:cTION. xvir (Sir 
T. Browne). -L. Hence selective. XVII 


selenite se-linait sulphate of lime or gyp- 
sum (identity of the mineral so named by 
ancient writers is dubious). xvi. =L. 
selénités (also -itis) — Gr. selénités (sc. lithos) 
‘moon(stone)’, so called because supposed 
to wax and wane with the moon, f. seléné 
moon, rel. to sélas brightness. So selenium 
sili:niom (chem.) rare non-metallic element. 
xix. —modL., f. Gr. seléné; so named by 
Berzelius (1818) because of its similarity in 
properties to tellurium (f. L. tellus earth), 
with ref. to the moon’s relation to the earth 
as a satellite. 


self self A. (arch.) in apposition with a sb. 
or pron., e.g. he self, superseded by emphatic 
prons., as himself, ourselves OE.; B. adj. 
tthe same, the very OE. ; (of a colour) the 
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same throughout xvir; C. sb. (pl. selves 
selvz) individual or particular person xiii; 

. (chiefly philos.) the ego xvii. OE. self str., 
selfa wk. = OFris. self, selva, OS. self, 
selbo, OHG. selb, selbo (Du. zelo, -zelve, 
~zelfde, G. selb-, selbe), ON. (only str.) sjdlfr, 
Goth. (only wk.) silba :- CGerm. *selba-, 
*celbon-, of unkn. origin. comps. se-1fuoop 
XVII; tr. G. selbheit ; se-lfisp? xvii; said to 
be of Presbyterian coinage. se-lfsameE the 
very same xv (Lydg.); cf. OHG. selbsama 
adv., in the very same way, Norw., Da. 
selvsamme adj. @ Used extensively in 
comps. from the OE. period onwards; the 
17th century was a period of great produc- 
tivity in theological and philosophical terms, 
many of them with parallels in G. selbst-. 


Seljuk se‘ldzuk epithet of certain Turkish 
dynasties. x1x. Turk. Seljuk name of the 
reputed ancestor of these. So SeljukiAN 
seld4ü'kion. xvii. 


sell sel pt., pp. sold sould tgive up; dis- 
pose of for money (orig. in OE. const. with 
wip in exchange for). OE, sellan, pt. s(e)alde, 
pp. s(ejald = OFris. sella, OS. sellian, OHG. 
sellen, ON. selja give up, sell, Goth. saljan 
offer sacrifice; CGerm. wk. vb., of which 
cogns. have been recognized in Gr. helein, 
Olr. selaim take. Cf. SALE. 


sellender var. of SALLENDER. 


s'elp selp vulgar contr. of so help (as in so 
help me God). In ME. selpe me god (X1v) ; cf. 
MHG. selftir, for so helfe dir ‘so help thee’. 
Also s'help, swelp (x1x). 


seltzer se‘ltsor effervescent mineral water 
obtained near Nieder Selters, Prussia; also 
a similar artificial one. xvii. alt. of G. 
Selterser (with g. pl. ending), f. Selters. 


selvage, selvedge se-lvid3 edge of a piece 
of woven material finished so as to prevent 
unravelling. xv. f. SELF-+EDGE, after early 
mod.Du. selfegghe (now  zelfegge), LG. 
sülfegge; cf. synon. Du. zelfkant (kant 
border), zelfeinde (einde end), whence G. 
selbende (now salband ). 


semantic sime:ntik ‘trelating to signs of 

the weather xvir (rare); pert. to meaning 
XIX; sb. pl science of the meanings of 
words xx. — EF. sémantique (rare in form 
symentique XV1; sb. Bréal *Essai de Séman- 
tique’ 1883) —- Gr. sémantikós significant, f. 
sémaínein show, signify, f. séma sign; see 
-IC. So semasioLocv simeisiodlods3i. xix. 
~ G. semasiologie (1839), f. Gr. semasíá signi- 
fication, f. sémaínein. sematoLocv sima- 
to‘led3i doctrine of signs in relation to 
knowledge XIX; semasiology XIX. 


semaphore se:mof5o1 signalling apparatus. 
XIX. — F. sémaphore (1812), irreg. f. Gr. 
sêma sign, signal -+ -phoros -PHORE. So 
semapho: ric xix. 


semblance se'mblons tact of appearing 
xir] (Cursor M.); appearance, likeness x1v 
(Ch.); outward seeming of xvi. —(O)F. 
semblance, f. sembler = Pr., Sp. semblar (cf. 


SEMOLINA 


It. sembrare, semblare), Rum. sdmdna = L. 
simildre, simuldre, see SIMULATE, -ANCE. 
Superseded earlier tsemblant. 


semée se:mi (her.) covered with many small 
spots or figures. XVI. — F., pp. fem. of semer 
i~ L. sémindre sow, f. sémen SEED. 


semeio- simai'ou, simaio: comb. form of 
Gr. sémeton sign, Í. séma signal, as in 
semeio-LocY sign language Xvt1; branch of 
medicine concerned with symptoms XIX ; so 
semeio-TIC XVII, -ICAL XVI relating to 
symptoms - Gr. sémeiótikós. 

semen simen seed of male animals. (xiv) 
XVII. — L. semen, f. base of serere (pt. sévi, 
pp. satus) SOW?. Cf. disseminate. 


semester sime‘ster academic half-year. 
XIX. —- G. - L. sémestris (sc. cursus period), 
f. sé-, comb. form of sex six (as in sédecim 
sixteen) + ménsis MONTH. 


semi- semi comb. form repr. L. sémi- 
(partly through F., It., etc. semi-) ‘half’, 
(less strictly) ‘partly’, ‘partially’, equiv. in 
meaning to DEMI- and HEMI-, but tn much 
more extensive use. L. sémi- corr. to Gr. 
hémi-, Skr. sdmi, and OS. sdm-, OHG. 
sdmi-, OE. sam- (as in sambarned half- 
burnt, samcewic ‘half-alive’, half-dead, 
samsoden partly cooked, surviving in SAND- 
BLIND). The L. el. has been in uninter- 
rupted use from the times of Ennius and 
Plautus, through the post-Augustan, early 
Christian, mediæval, and modern periods. 
Typical exx. of techn. usage, besides 
numerous comps. of a general character with 
sbs., adjs., and pples., are sémicirculus se-mi-= 
CIRCLE XVI, late L. sémicirculdris semi~= 
CIRCULAR XV, sémidiameter (Boethius) in 
Eng. use from xvi, ecclL. sémichristianus 
(Jerome), semi-A'niAN, se:mi-PELA:GIAN 
XVI, L. sémivocdlis se-mivowEL xvi; 
modL. semimetallumse: miMETALXvVII ; (mus). 
Se'ftniBREVE, -QUAVER XVI, Se'miTONE XVII 
(earlier T-toyn xv, T-tune xvii), cf. late L. 
semitonium ; also demisemiquaver, semidemi- 
semiquaver; in adjs. and advs. of the type 
semi-annual{ly) recurring every half-year 
XVIII, semidiurnal xv1, semi-monthly, -weekly ; 
semico'LON XVII. See also SESQUI-. 


seminar se:minái group of students meet- 
ing for systematic instruction. XIX. G. - L. 
sémindrium (see next). 


seminary se‘minori tseed-plot xv; place of 
production, cultivation, or education XVI. 
~ L. sémindrium, sb. use of n. of sémindrius, 
f. sémin-, SEMEN ; see -ARY, Hence se: min- 
arIsT one trained in a seminary. XVI. 


Semite si:mait, se:mait Hebrew, Arab, 
Assyrian, or Aramean, regarded as a de- 
scendant of Shem (Gen. x). xix. - modL. 
Semita, f. (Vulg.) Sém =- Gr. SSém Shem; 
see -ITE, So Semitic -rtik. xix. - modL. 

semolina semolrno hard grains left after 
bolting of flour. xvii. alt. of It. semolino, 
dim. of semola bran, based on L. simila 
flour (cf. Gr. semidalis). Cf. SIMNEL. 
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sempiternal sempit3-inal everlasting. xv. 
— (O)F. sempiternel —lateL. sempiternalis, f. 
L. sempiternus (whence OF. sempiterne, 
taken into Eng., Xiv, by Gower), f. semper (f. 
*sem- = Gr. hen-, heîs one) always, for ever 
-+ #æviternus ETERNAL. 


sempster, sempstress see SEAMSTER, SEAM- 
STRESS. 


sen sen Jap. copper or bronze coin. xix. 


senarius sinéo'rios (pros.) iambic trimeter. 
XVI. L. sénárius (sc. versus verse, line), sb. 
use of adj., f. sen: six each, f. sex six. 


senate se:not supreme governing assembly 
orcouncil. xit1(Las.). - (O)F. sénat (in OF. 
nom. sg. senaz, whence occas. ME. senas) = 
Pr. senat, etc. — L. sendtus, f. sen-, senex old 
(man); see SENIOR, -ATEl. So se-naton! 
member of a senate. x11 (La5.)) -(O)F. 
sénateur ~ L. senator, -Grem. 


send?! send pt., pp. sent cause or direct to 
go. OE. sendan, pt. sende, pp. gesended == 
OFris. senda, senda, pt. sante, OS. sendian, 
pt. senda, sanda, OHG. sendan, senten, pt. 
sante (Du. zenden, G. senden, pt. sandie, 
sendete, gesandt), ON. senda (pt. senda, pp. 
sendr), Goth. sandjan :- CGerm. *sandjan, 
f. *sand- (whence OE. sand message, 
messenger) :— *sanp-, causative of *senp-, 
repr. by OE., OS. stb, OHG. sind, sint, ON. 
sinn, Goth. sinps journey (cf. WITHERSHINS). 
comp. se:nd-orr. xix ; orig. U.S. 


send? send (naut., of a ship) fall with head 
or stern deep in the trough of the sea. XVII. 
Often written ’scend, as if aphetic of 
DESCEND, which may in fact be the source. 


sendal se:ndol thin rich silk material. xii 
(w. midl.) - OF. cendal, (also Pr.) sendal 
(whence It. zendalo, zendado, etc.), ob- 
scurely derived from Gr. sindén SINDON. 


senega se:nipo N. Amer. plant Polygala 
Senega, XVIII. prob. var. of Seneca name 
given by white men to one of the Six 
Nations of the Iroquois Confederacy living 
near Lake Seneca, N.Y. 


seneschal se'nifəl official in a great house- 

hold administering justice, etc. xiv (PPl) 
governor XV. = OF. seneschal (mod. séné- 
chal) = Pr. senescal-s, Sp. senescal, It. 
siniscalco, sescalco :- medL. seni-, siniscalcus 
(Frankish and Alemanic Laws) - Germ. 
*siniskalkaz, f. *semi- old (cf. SENIOR)+ 
*skalkaz servant (OE. séealc, etc., Goth. 
skalks); cf. MARSHAL. 


senhor senjd-1 xvii. Pg. analogue of 
SENoR; fem. senho-ra, dim. senhori:ta. 


senile si:nail pert. to old age. xvir. —- F. 
sénile or L. senilis, f. sen- of senex ; see next 
and -ILE. 


senior si'nior person superior by reason of 
age or station XIV (Wyclif); adj. older, elder 
xv; that ranks higher xvi. — L. senior, com- 
par. of senex old, rel. to Gr. hénos (in héné 
last day of the moon), Goth. sineigs old, 
sinista elder, with other cogns. in Celtic, 





SENTENCE 


Baltic, Arm., and Indo-Iran. Cf. SEIGNEUR, 
SENHOR, SENOR, SIGNOR, SIR, SIRE, SENATOR. 
So seniority -o'riti. xv. — medL. 


senna sens (leaflets of) a shrub of the genus 
Cassia. XVI. ~modL. senna, sena- Arab. 
sand. (Earlier tsene xtv ~ OF. sené.) 


sennachie se:noyi in the Scottish High- 
lands and Ireland, one occupied with the 
study of traditional lore (Gaelic teller of 
legendary romances). XVI (shannaghe). = 
Gael. seanachaidh (= Olr. senchaidh), f. 
sean old (Olr. sen; cf. SENIOR). 


sennet se‘nit set of notes on a trumpet, etc. 
to announce ceremonial entrances and exits. 
xvi (Marlowe, Sh.). perh. var. of SIGNET. 


sennight se:nait (arch.) week. OE. seofon 

nihte seven nights, ME. seoueniht(e), later 
senny3t (XV); see SEVEN, NIGHT, and cf. 
FORTNIGHT. 


sennit var. of SINNET. 


señor senjou Sp. title of respect for a man. 
XVII. Sp.:-L. senidrem, SENIOR; fem. 
sefío:ra XVI; dim. senori-ta. 


sensation sensei-Jan operation of any of the 
senses, physical feeling xvii; condition of 
excited feeling xvIII (make, create a s., after 
F. faire sensation). — medL. sensatió(n-), f. 
L. sénsus SENSE, after late L. sénsátus gifted 
with sense; see -ATION and cf. (O)F. 
sensation, etc. Hence sensa-tionarL!. xix. 


sense sens meaning, signification XIV 
(Wycl. Bible); faculty of perception or 
sensation; actual perception or feeling xvI. 
- L. sénsus faculty of feeling, sensibility, 
mode of feeling, thought, meaning, f. séns-, 
pp. stem of sentire feel (cf. SENTENCE, 
SENTIMENT, ASSENT, CONSENT, DISSENT, 
RESENT); cf. (O)F., Pr. ses, Sp. seso, It. 
senso. Common sense: L. communis sensus, 
tr. Gr. 7) «ow:) atoÜgow. Hence sense vb. 
perceive (in several techn. uses). xv1; se:n- 
SIBLE perceptible by the senses xiv (Ch.); 
cognizant, conscious Xv (Hoccleve); having 
good sense xvi. —(O)F. or L. sensitive 
having sensation. xiv. —(O)F. or medL. 
Senso'RIUM seat of sensation in the brain. 
XVII. = late L. (Boethius). se-nsuat! pert. 
to the senses. XV. = late L.; cf. F. sensuel. 
sensuous pert. to the senses xvir (Mil- 
ton). 


sentence se:ntons meaning, sense XIII; 
Tway of thinking; opinion, judgement, or 
decision pronounced ; Tapophthegm, maxim 
XIV; Tpassage of a writing; grammatically 
complete expression of a thought xv. - 
(O)F. sentence = Pr. sentensa, etc. =L. 
sententia mental feeling, opinion, judgment, 
(philos.) tr. Gr. 9ó£a and yveipy, f. sentire feel 
(for the athematic form cf. paréns PARENT 
(parid I bring forth)); see -ENcE. So sen- 
tence vb. xiv. — (O)F. sentencier, sente-n-= 
tious ffull of meaning xv; aphoristic XvI 
(Hawes, Jonson). —- L. sententidsus (Cicero), 
Senti—ENT se-nfiont capable of feeling xvi. 
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sentiment se:ntimont Tfeeling, sensation ; 
mental attitude, opinion; mental feeling, 
emotion XVII; refined and tender feeling 
xvii (Sterne) - (O)F. sentiment, refash. of 
OF. sentement (repr. by late ME. sentement, 
Ch.) - medL. sentimentum, f£. L. sentire fecl 
(cf. prec.); see -MENT. Hence sentime:n- 
tarl. xvui; whence P. sentimental (1769), 
first recorded in tr. of ‘A Sentimental 
Journey through France and Italy’ (1768) by 
Sterne, who is alleged to have used the 
word in a letter of 1739-40; also G. senti- 
mental (1773), -alisch (1774); preceded by 
sentimented, ‘Prompter’, 1735; cf. F. tsenti- 
menté. 


sentinel se-ntinol sentry; tduty of a 
sentry; Tmilitary watch-tower xv1; T(in full 
private s.) private soldier XVIII. — F. sentinelle 
(Rabelais) — It. sentinella, of unkn. origin; 
for the fem. gender cf. the originals of 
erik scout, spy, vedette. Hence vb. xvi 
(Sh.). 


sentry se:ntri Tsentinel; armed member of 
the fighting forces set to keep guard XVII. 
perh. shortening of Tcentrinell, -onel (XVI), 
vars. of SENTINEL, with assim. to -RY. comp. 
se-ntry-go, Torig. phr. consisting of sentry 
sb. (used vocatively) and imper. of Go; 
(hence) patrol or duties of a s. XIX. 


sepal se:pol (bot.) division of the calyx. 
XIX. - modL. sepalum (originated and 
named by N. J. de Necker, 1790, as irreg. 
modif. of Gr. sképé covering -- suffix of 
PETAL). @ Necker included petal and sepal 
under the one term, not recognizing the 
distinction between corolla and calyx. 


separate se'poreit set apart. XV. f. pp. 
stem of L. séparàre, f. sé- sE- -- paráre make 
ready, PREPARE; partly after tseparate pp. 
(xv); see -ATE®, SoseparaTION seporei:[on. 
xv. -(O)F.-L. se-paratist one who 
advocates (ecclesiastical) separation. XVII. 
f. separate adj., which was used contemp. 
as sb. in the same sense. 


sepia si‘pio A. cuttlefish xvr; B. rich brown 
pigment prepared from its inky secretion 
XIX. ~ L. sépia— Gr. sépid. In B prob. (as 
F. sépia) immed. — It. seppia. 


sepoy si:poi, sipor, sipahi sip4-i +(rare) 
horseman XVII; Indian native soldier under 
European discipline XVIII. — (prob. through 
Pg. stbae) Urdu- Pers. sipadhi horseman, 
soldier, f. sipah army. Cf. F. cipaye, SPAHI. 


sepS seps very venomous serpent XVI; 
scincoid lizard xix. - L. séps- Gr. séps, 
cf. base of sépein rot ; cf. next. 


sepsis se'psis putrefaction. XIX. = modL 
— Gr. sépsis, f. sébein rot, putrefy (cf. saprós 
rotten). So se:pric. xvi. - L. (Pliny) - 
Gr. séptikds. 

sept sept (Irish) clan. xvi. poss. alt. of 
sect (also so used xvi); cf. AL. septus (xvI), 
and medL. septa, repr. OF. sette sect, It. 
setta. 


SEQUACIOUS 


September sopte:mbor ninth month of the 

year, formerly seventh month of the year 
beginning in March. — L. September or (in 
ME.) F. septembre, earlier tsetembre, f. 
septem SEVEN. (The OE. name was harfest- 
mónap ‘harvest month’ == OHG. herbisi- 
münót) septenarius septince'rios (pros.) 
line of 7 feet or stresses. XIX. septenary 
se:ptinori, septi:nori. septennial septe-niol 
see BIENNIAL. septentrionali! septe-ntri- 
onol northern. — L. septentrionalis, f. septen- 
trionés 'seven plough-oxen', iie. the seven 
stars of the Great Bear (f. septem SEVEN - pl. 
of trió plough-ox). See-AL!. septet, -ette 
septet (mus.) composition for seven voices 
or instruments. XIX. - OG. septet, f. L. 
septem  SEVEN; See -ET, -ETTE. septi-? 
se*pti comb. form of L. septem SEVEN, e.g. 
septifo-lious seven-leaved (L. folium roit!) ; 
septipa:rtite (also septempartite) divided 
into 7 parts, XiX, septillion septr:lon see 
BILLION. SeptuagenaRIAN se:ptjuod;ínge:- 
rion 7o years old xviii; also sb. ~ L. septua- 
génárius, f. distrib. septuagéni, f. septuaginta; 
see next, -ARIAN. So septuagenary 
-da3rnori. xvii. Septuagesima se:ptjua- 
dse:simo third Sunday before Lent xiv 
(Wyclif); tthe seventy days beginning with 
this (Trevisa); cf. QUINQUAGESIMA, SEXA- 
GESIMA. L. fem. (sc. dies day) of septua- 
gesimus, ordinal of septuagint@ seventy. 
Septuagint se‘ptjuedzint tthe seventy 
translators of the Old Testament into 
Greek xvi; the translation traditionally 
attributed to them (denoted by LXX) xvu. 
~L. septudgintd 70. se-ptuple sevenfold 
(cf. CENTUPLE) XVII. 


septum se'ptom (anat., bot., zool.) divid- 
ing wall or partition. XVIII. -L. septum, 
septum, f. sépire, sapire enclose, f. sépes, 
sepes hedge. So se:pti-? comb. form, e.g. 
Se: ptiFoRM. 


sepulchre se'pəlkər tomb,  burial-place. 

xi. ME. sepulcre — (O)F. sépulcre — L. se~ 
pulcrum, erron. -chrum, f. stem of sepultus, 
pp. of sepelire bury. So sepulchrar! 
sipA'krol:. xvi. — EF. or L. se:pultunE 
(arch.) burial. xir (RGlouc.). - (O)F. 
sépulture - L. sepultura, f. sepultus. 


sequacious sikweios given to following 
another (slavishly) xvii £f. L. sequáci-, 
sequáx, f£. sequi follow ; see -10US. So sequel 
sikwol [train of followers, following xv 
(Lydg.); what follows as a result xv; ensu- 
ing course of affairs, narrative, etc. XVI. 
~ (O)F. séquelle or L. sequéla (-ella), f. sequi. 
sequela sikwi-lo pl. -zi morbid affection 
resulting from a disease. xviii. L. sequENCE 
sitkwons (liturg.) piece of rhythmical prose 
or accentual metre following the epistle at 
Mass xiv (Trevisa); order of succession, 
run of cards xvi. —late L. sequentia, f. 
sequent-, -éns (whence se:queNrT following 
xv1), prp. of seguz, f. IE. base repr. also by 
Gr. hépomai, Ir. sechur I follow. Cf. 
consequent, subsequent, also obsequies, second, 
consecutive. 
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sequester sikwe'sto1 set aside, remove XIV 
(Wyclif); confiscate xvi. — (O)F. séquestrer 
or late L. sequestrdre, f. sequester depositary 
of a thing in dispute, lit. ‘one standing 
apart’, f. *sequos, secus apart, otherwise, f. 
IE. *sek”-, repr. also in Indo-Iran., Celtic, 
and Baltic. So sequestraTE sikwe'streit. 
XVI. f. pp. stem of L. sequestrdre; se- 
questra‘TION. xiv. ~(O)F. or late L. 


sequin si‘kwin Italian gold coin XVIL; 
small spangle for the ornamentation of 
dresses XIX. — F. sequin -— It. zecchino, f. 
zecca (= Sp. seca) the mint — Arab. sekkah 
die for coining. Cf. sicca. 


sequoia sikwoi-a (tree of a) genus of large 
American conifers (wellingtonia). XIX. 
- modL. (Endlicher, 1847), from Seguoiah, 
name of a Cherokee Indian, who invented 
a syllabary for his native language. 


serac sirek tower of ice on a glacier. XIX. 
Swiss F., orig. name of a compact white 
cheese, prob. deriv. of L. serum whey. 


seraglio siriljouu part of a Mohammedan 
dwelling-house assigned to women ; Turk- 
ish palace. xvir. — It. serraglio — Turk. = Pers. 
serdi palace. Cf. F. sérail, formerly current 
in Eng. (XVI-XIX). 


serai sorai CARAVANSERAI; T'urkish palace. 
xvii, - lurk.- Pers. serüi lodging, resi- 
dence, palace; cf. prec. 


seraph se‘rof one of the seraphim. xvn 
(Milton). Back-formation from SERAPHIM, 
-in, after cherub | cherubim, -in. So sera- 
phic sire-fik pert. to the seraphim; ec- 
static in worship or devotion. XVII. - medL. 
seraphicus; cf. F. séraphique (xv), etc. 
sera’phicaL. XVI. 


seraphim se'rəfim the living creatures 
with six wings of Isaiah vi, in early Christian 
interpretation taken to be a class of angels. 
OE., ME. seraphin, later seraphim (xvi) 
= biblical L. seraphim, -in (— Gr. seraphím, 
-pheim) ~ Heb. s*radphim, pl. of sãrāph, perh. 
identical with the word qualifying ndhdsh 
serpent in Num. xxi, Deut. viii, and Isa. 
xiv 29, xxx 6 (the ‘fiery (flying) serpents’ of 
the Eng. Bible), perh. £f. sáraph burn (with 
reference to stinging). From xvi to xvitr the 
word was freq. taken for a sg., with pl. in s 


(cf. (OJF. séraphin). 


Serb saib ta Wend of Lusatia; a native, the 
language, of Serbia. xix. = Serbian Srb. 
Hence Se:rbiaw (formerly Servian) xix. 


sere sior (arch.) dry, withered. OE. séar — 
MLG. sõr (LG. soor, Du. zoor) :- Germ. (of 
the LG. area, but cf. OHG. sérén become 
dry) *sauzaz := TE. *sousós, repr. also by Gr. 
aáos, (Attic) haáos, and by Indo-Iran. and 
Balto-Sl. forms, and rel. to L. südus dry 
(1- *suzdos, *susodos). 


serenade serinerd music performed at 
night in the open air, esp. by a lover. xvi 
(Milton has serenate, after It.). - F. sérénade 


= It. serenata (formerly also, purity, 
serenity), f. sereno SERENE, in the current 
sense infl. by sera evening (:- L. séra, sb. use 
of fem. of serus late; cf. SOIRÉE); see -ADE. 
Hence vb. XVII. 


serendipity serindi-piti faculty of making 
happy discoveries by accident 1754. 
Coined by Horace Walpole from the title 
of the fairy-tale ‘The Three Princes of 
Serendip’, the heroes of which were always 
making such discoveries; see -ITY. 


serene sirin (of weather, etc.) clear and 
calm; honorific epithet of a prince xvI; (of 
persons) calm, untroubled xvir. In both the 
early senses first in Sc. (Dunbar) -L. 
serénus clear, fair, calm (whence F. serein, 
Sp., It. sereno). So serenrrv síre-niti first 
in Sc. (xv) as a title of honour - (O)F. or L. 


serf soif Tslave xv (Caxton only); person 
in servitude ‘attached to the soil’ XVIL 
— (O)F. serf :- L. servou-s slave. 


serge s31d3 woollen fabric. xiv (Ch.). 
ME. sarge, later serge (XVI)- OF. sarge, 
later serge (XVI) — Pr. serga, sargua, Sp. 
sarga, Rum. sdrică :- Rom. *sérica, for L. 
sérica, fem. (sc. lána wool) of séerícus - Gr. 
sérikós of SILK, orig. pert. to the Séres name 
of a people anciently inhabiting a part of 
E. Asia (prob. China). Cf. AL. sergia (x11). 


sergeant, serjeant sã'ıdzənt fservant XII; 

T common soldier; tenant by military 
service below a knight; officer charged with 
the arrest of offenders, etc. (now in s. at 
arms); (after law L. serviens ad lēgem 
serjeant-at-law) X111 ; officer of the Corpora- 
tion of London xv; military non-com- 
missioned officer xvi.  — OF.  sergent, 
serjant (mod. sergent) — Pr. serven-s, Sp. 
sirviente, lt. servente :— L. servientem (see 
-ANT), prp. of servire SERVE (cf. SERVANT). 
The two variant forms descend respectively 
from ME. sergeaunt, seriaunt ; the form with 
j has become appropriated to legal use; 
sergeant major XV1 (see MAJOR adj.). Hence 
se‘'rg-, se-rjeanty’ xv; after OF. 


sericulture se‘rikalt{a1 cultivation of silk. 

XIX. Shortened ~ F. sériciculture, f. late L. 
séricum silk, n. of séricus; see SERGE, 
CULTURE. 


series siə'riz, sio'r(i)iz set of things of the 
same kind (orig. ranged in a line) XVII. 
~ L. seriés row, chain, series, f. serere join, 
connect; cf. F. série, Sp., It. serie. So 
seriAL!. xix (first of the publication of a 
literary work). — modL. serialis. seriatim 
sioriertim one by one in succession. 
xvi. medL. (after GRADATIM, LITERATIM) ; 
semi-anglicized tseriatly (xv); cf. synon. 
Tseriously (XIV-XVII) after medL. seriðsë. 


serif seʻrif (typogr.) fine cross-stroke at top 

or bottom of a letter. xiX. perh.- Du. 
schreef sxréf dash, line, earlier schréve line, 
mark, prob. f. Germ. *shreb-, repr. by 
OHG. screvón scratch in. Cf. SANSERIF. 
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seringa siriggo shrub of the genus Phil- 
adelphus. xviir. = F, seringa = Pg. seringa 
= L. SYRINGA. 


serious siə'riəs of grave or solemn dis- 
position XV; requiring earnest thought xv1. 
~(O)F. sérieux or late L. séridsus, f. sérius 
(used only of things in classical times), perh. 
rel. to the Germ. base repr. by OE. swzr, 
swar, OHG. swár (G. schwer) heavy, with 
sense-development as in L. gravis heavy, 
GRAVE?; see -IOUS. serio- sio'riou used as 
comb. form (see -0-), as 1n se:rio-co:mic 
(XVIII). 


sermon s3:umon discourse from a pulpit. 

ME. sermun, -oun — AN. sermun, (O)F. 
sermon — Pr. sermo-n, Sp. sermon, lt. ser- 
mone :- L. sermó(n-) talk, discourse, referred 
by the ancients to serere join (cf. SERIES), 
but perh. based on IE. *swer-, repr. in 
SWEAR, ANSWER. 


Sero- sio:rou used as comb. form (see -o-) 
of SERUM. XIX. 


serotine se'rotain late-flowering. xvi. f. 
L. sérótinus, f. séró adv. of sérus late (see 
SERENADE). 


serous sio:ros pert. to serum, XVI. -F. 


séreux or medL. serósus, f. SERUM. 


serpent s3:ipont scaly limbless animal that 
hisses and ‘stings’ XIV; wind instrument of 
wood shaped with three U-shaped turns 
XVIII. =(O)F. serpent = Pr. serpent, etc. 

= L. serpent-, serpëns, sb. use of prp. of 
serpere creep, cogn. with Gr. hérpein, Skr. 
Srb; see -ENT. So se'rpentIiNE!. XIV. 
- (O)F. = late L. 


serpigo sdipai-gou creeping skin disease. 
xIv. =medL., f. serpere crawl (cf. prec.). 
So serpiginous -i-d3jines. xvii. - modL. 


serpula s5:1pjülo marine annelid which 
inhabits a tortuous calcareous tube. XVIII. 
modL. use of late L. serpula, dim. f. L. 
serpere (see SERPENT). 


serrate se'rejit notched like a saw. XVII = L, 
serratus, f. serra saw; see -ATE*. So 
se:rratkD!,. XVIII. 


serried se'rid in close order. xvii (Milton ; 
in recent currency due to Scott). Either (1) 
f. (arch.) serry press close together in the 
ranks (xvi) prob. f. (O)F. serré, pp. of 
serrer (— Pr. serrar, Sp. cerrar, It. serrare) 
:- Rom. *serrüre press close, alt. of L. (in 
comps.) seràre, f. sera lock, bolt; or (ii) sp. 
of tserred (disyll.), pp. of Tserr (xv1) - (O)F. 
serrer ; see -ED!. 


serum siərəm watery animal fluid. xv. 
= L. serum whey, watery fluid, corr. to Gr. 
orós (*ser- flow). So F. sérum (Paré). 


serval sõ'ıvəl flynx; bush cat. XVII. 
-modL., F. serval (Buffon, 1765) — Pg. 
(lobo) cerval ‘deer-like wolf? (cf. F. loup- 
cervier), f. cervo = L. cervu-s deer; see 
HART, -AL}, 


SESQUI- 


servant  so'1vont personal or domestic 
attendant xin (AncrR.); one under obliga- 
tion to work for (and obey) another xiv. 
— OF. servant m. and fem. (now only fem. 
-ante), sb. use of prp. of servir; see -ANT 
and cf. SERGEANT. serve sdiv be a servant 
(to). xir1 (AncrR.) ; many deriv. uses from 
the same date. ~(O)F. servir or L. servire 
(whence also Pr., Sp. servir, etc.), f. L. 
servus slave (SERF). So service! savivis con- 
dition or work of a servant. XII (serfise, 
seruise). — OF. servise, (also mod.) service — 
Pr. servis(1), etc., or - L. servitium slavery, f. 
servus; in Eng., as in the Rom. langs., pro- 
viding a noun ofaction to the vb. service- 
ABLE. XIV (R. Mannyng) = OF. serviceable, 
-isable, with suffix in active sense. serviette 
sd‘ivie't table napkin. xv. In earliest use 
only Sc. (serutot, -iat, later seruit), since 
c.1800 re-adopted in gen. Eng. use with F. 
sp. -(OJ)F. serviette towel, napkin, f. 
servir; see -ETTE and cf. OUBLIETTE. ServILE 
s3:1vail pert. to a slave or to laborious or 
mechanical work xtv (Wycl. Bible; s. work, 
after L. opus servile (Vulg), tr. Heb. 
m*léketh V ábodá^) ; of slavish character XVI. 
-L. servis, f. servus; cf. (O)F. servile. 
serviroR s3-uvitox T(man)servant xiv (R. 
Mannyng); Tone who serves in war XVI; 
former class of exhibitioner at Oxford uni- 
versity XVII. — OF. servitor (mod. serviteur) 
-late L. servitor (whence also Pr., Sp. 
servidor, It. servitore), f. L. servive SERVE. 
S€rviTUDE sd‘ivitjiid slavery xv; (Sc. leg.) 
subjection or subservience of property 
XVI. =(O)F. servitude-—L. servitüdo, f. 
servus. (Earlier Tservitute — OF. seroitut or 
L. servcitüi-, -tüs.) servo- s3:1vou XIX, in 
servo-MO'TOR —- F. servo-moteur auxiliary 
motor (see -o-). 


Servian so';vion early form of SERBIAN. 
XVI. f. modL.. Servia; see -IAN. 


service? so'jvis the tree Pyrus (Sorbus) 
domestica. xvi (sarves, servyse). orig. pl. 
of Tserve, OE. syrfe :- *surbjón — popL. 
*sorbea, f. L. sorbus service tree. 


Servite s5:rvait member of the order of the 
Servants of Mary. xvi. —- medL. Servite 
pl., f. L. servus slave, SERF, in the title of the 
order, Servi Beatæ Maria ; see -ITE. 


sesame se‘somi, (formerly) se-sam, si-som 
E. Indian plant, Sesamum indicum. xv. 
In early use hardly naturalized and appear- 
ing in various forms. — L. sésamum, sisamum, 
sésama, -ima — Gr. sésamon, sésdmé (whence 
It. sesamo, modGr. sésdm:), of Orientalorigin 
(cf. Syriac shüshmd, Jewish Aram. shumsh*má, 
Arab. simsim). Since late xvii the currency 
of sesame is due to translations of “The 
Arabian Nights’ from F. (sésame) and the 
trisyll. pronunc. to Gr. sésdmé. 


sesqui- se:skwi prefix expressing super- 
particular ratio. -= L. Sesqui~ t= *sémisque 
a half in addition ; see SEMI- and cf. sestertius 
:— *sémistertius SESTERCE ; in musical terms, 
e.g. se:squia'ltera (denoting the proportion 
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14:1) XVI; in other terms, e.g. se:squipe- 
da:lian a foot and a half long (after Horace's 
sesquipedalia verba, 'Ars Poetica! 97) XVII; 
in chem. terms introduced by J. Thomson 
1825, denoting a proportion of 3 to 2 
between constituents of compounds. 


sess var. of CESS (in Ir. use). XVI. 


sessile se‘sail, se’sil (path.) adhering close to 
the surface; (nat. hist.) immediately at- 
tached to the base xvin; sedentary XIX. 
= L. sessilis, f. sess-, pp. stem of sedēre SIT; 
see -ILE. 


session  se:fon sitting together for con- 
ference, spec. judicial sitting xiv (Ch); 
continuous series of meetings XVI; act of 
sitting, occupation of a seat xvii. — (O)F. 
session or L. sessió(n-), f. sess-, sedére SIT ; see 
-ION. 


sesterce se:stors ancient Roman coin, orig. 
equiv. to 2 asses. XVI. = L. sestertius (sc. 
nummus coin) that is two and a half, f. sēmis 
half--tertius third; see SEMI-, SESQUI-. So 
sestertium sest3-1fiom 1000 sesterces. 
XVI. -L., expl. as g.pl. of sestertius, with 
ellipsis of mille thousand, taken as n.sg. 


sestet(t), -ette seste't (mus.) composition 
for six voices or instruments; last six lines 
of a sonnet. XIX. — It. sestetto, f. sesto (:— L. 
sextu-s) SIXTH ; see -ET and cf. SEXTET. 


sestina  sesti:no poem of six six-line 
stanzas. XIX. -— It. sestina, f. sesto sixth ; see 
prec. So se'stine. xvi (Sidney) - F. tsestine 
= [t. ; cf. SEXTAIN. 


Set! set pt., pp. set cause to sit; (hence) the 
most gen. word for place, put, with many 
spec. applications lit. and fig. OE.; Tsub- 
side OE. (late); (of a luminary) go down, 
sink below the horizon xin (prob. after ON. 
refl. setjask) OE. settan, pt. sette, pp. 
geset(t), Anglian geseted = OFris. setta, OS. 
settian (Du. zetten), OHG. sezzan (G. 
setzen), ON. setja, Goth. satjan :- CGerm. 
*satjan, causative of *setjan SIT. Q Con- 
fusion between set and sit appears XIV. 


set? set A. setting of a luminary xiv; B. 
in various applications of the senses ‘act 
of setting’, ‘manner or position in which a 
thing is set’, ‘something that is set’ from xv. 
Mainly f. set!; but sense A may be in part 
due to ON. -setr, -seta (as in sdlarsetr, -seta 
sunset). There is no evidence of survival of 
OE. set place of sunset (cf. OE. setgang sun- 
set), pl. camp, stable, 


set? set number or group of persons XIV; 
number or collection of things xvr. orig., 
in sense ‘sect’— OF. sette :~ L. secta SECT, 
but in later developments infl. by SET! and 
apprehended as ‘number set together’ (cf. 
SET?); the application to things may be 
partly due to MLG. gesette set or suite of 
things (cf. Da. sæt set of china, suit of 
clothes, G. satz). 


setaceous siteifos like a bristle. xvir. f. 
modL. sétaceus, f. séta bristle; see -ACEOUS. 


seton siton thread, etc. drawn through a 
fold of the skin to maintain an issue XIV ; the 
issue itself xvi. - medL. setó(n-), app. f. L. 
sētā bristle, in medL. also, silk; cf. (O)F. 
séton, It. setone. 


settee! seti- (hist.) vessel with lateen sails 
used in the Mediterranean. xvi (settea, 
later sattee, satia, settee). — It. saettia, held 
to be f. saetta arrow :— L, sagitta. 


settee? seti: seat to hold two or more per- 
sons. XVII. perh. identical with tsettee 
double pinner for the head, the etymol. 
notion being an object having divisions (cf. 
“The soft settee . . . United yet divided, 
twain at once’, Cowper “The Task’ I 75). 


setter se‘tor dog of a breed trained to mark 
the position of hunted game xvi (cf. setting 
dog XVII); see -ER!. 

setterwort se:torwoJt species of hellebore. 
XVI. prob. - MLG. siterwort, the first el. 
of which is of unkn. origin ; see worT!. Also 
called Tseztergrass (xiv, saturgresse). 


settle! setl fseat OE. ; long wooden bench 
with a high back xvr. OE. setl, corr. to 
MLG., MDu. setel, OHG. sezxzal (G. 
sessel), Goth. sitis :- Germ. *setlaz, *setlam, 
rel. to L. sella saddle s— *sedld, f. *sed- SIT; 
see -LE?. 

settle? setl place in a certain position 
OE. ; come to rest after movement or agita- 
tion XIII; sink down xiv; render stable, 
establish xiv; fix, determine, make an 
agreement xvi. OE. setlan (once) place, 
implied also in setlung sitting-down, setting 
of the sun, f. setl SETTLE! € That the later 
sense-development was infl. by tsaughtel 
reconcile, be reconciled, is improbable, since 
the latter vb. was obs. before xv. 


setwall se-twsl (root of) the East Indian 

plant Curcuma Zedoaria. xur. ME. 
zedewal, zeduale, cetewale- AN. zedewale, 
OF. citouadl- medL.  *zedoale, var. of 
zedodrium ZEDOARY. 


seven se'vn 7, vii. OE. seofon, inflected 
seofone, -u = OFris. sigun, soven, sogen, 
sav(e)n, OS. sibun, OHG. sibun (Du. zeven, 
G. sieben), ON. sjau, Goth. sibun :- CGerm, 
*sebun ~~ IE. *septm, repr. by Skr. saptd, Gr. 
heptd, L. septem, OSI. sedmi, Lith. septyni, 
Olr. secht n-. So sevenTEEN. OE. seofon- 
tiene = OFris. soventene, OHG. *sibunzehan 
(G. stebzehn), ON. sjautjdn. se-venTH?. XIv. 
new formation, directly f. SEVEN+-TH?, 
repl. (i) OE. (Anglian) seofunda, ME. 
sevende = OF ris. sigunda, OS. sivondo, 
OHG. sibunto (G. siebente), ON. sjaundi 
:- Germ.  *sebundo-, (11) OE. seofoba, ME. 
sevepe, repl. in ME. by sevenpe — OS. 
sivodo 7 Germ. *sebunpo-. se:venry!, OE. 
(hund)seofontig = OS. stvuntig, OHG., sibun- 
zug, ON. sjautigr. 


sever se:vor put apart, part, be sundered. 
XIV. — ÀN. severer, OF. sevrer (now, wean) 
:- Rom. *séperdre, for L. sépardre SEPARATE. 
So se-veraL! existing apart; pert. to an 
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individual; also sb. xv. - AN. several 
(whence medL. severális) - medL. séparális, 
f. L. sépár separate. Sse-verANCE. Xv. 
- AN. severance, OF. sevrance. 


severe sivioi extremely strict xvi; ex- 
tremely grievous, exacting, or painful xvIt. 
-(O)F. sévére or L. severus (whence also 
Sp., It. severo). So severiTY sive-ritji. xvi. 
— (O)F. or L. 


severy se'vori (archit.) compartment of a 
roof or scaffolding.  Xiv (revived XIX). 
~ AN. *civorie, OF. ctvoire CIBORIUM. 





Sévres seivr, |sevr Xix. Name of a town in 
France, near Paris, designating a costly 
porcelain. 


sew sou pt. sewed, pp. sewn, sewed, soun, 
soud join together with thread, etc. OE. 
siwan, siowan = OFris. sia, OHG. siuwen, 
ON. syja, Goth. szujan :- CGerm. *siwjan, f. 
IE. *sic- *sju-, repr. also by L. suere, Gr. 
kasisúein, with Balto-S1. and Skr. forms (cf. 
SEAM, SUTRA). For the pronunce. sou cf. 
strow, var. of strew; rhymes with clue, new 
are found till xvir; cf. Sc. Ji. 


sewer! sjü'or artificial channel for draining. 
XV. — AN. sever(e), ONF. se(u)wiere channel 
to carry off overflow from a fishpond 
(whence medL. seceria) :- Rom. *exaquaria 
(cf. medL. exaquatérium), f. *exaquare (f. L. 
ex EX-l--aqua water), whence OF. essever 
drain off (cf. assevour, -eur, essouere drain, 


. ditch). 


sewer? sjü'or (hist.) attendant who arranged 
a meal and tasted the dishes. xiv. Aphetic 
— AN. asseour, f. (O)F. asseoir place a seat 
for :— L. assidére, f. ad AD-- sedére SIT. 


sewin sjüin kind of salmon trout. xvi. 
Of unkn. origin. 


sex seks males or females collectively xtv 
(Wycl. Bible; rare before xv1); condition in 
respect of being male or female xvi. — (O)F. 
sexe or L. sexus m. (whence also Sp. sexo, 
It. sesso), rel. to synon. secus n. So se'xuaL!. 
XVII. —late L. (Calius Aurelianus). 


sex- seks comb. form of L. sex SIX, as in 
techn. terms, e.g. (zool.) sexdi-gital, (chem.) 
sexva'lent ; sexagenaRIAN se:ksodaíneo'rion. 
XVIII, sexage-nanYy pert. to 60 XVI, aged 60 
xvii; Sexagesima  seksodsge:simo XVI 
(earlier T-Zme XIV) second Sunday before 
Lent (cf. SEPTUAGESIMA); sexage:simar! 
(math.) pert. to or based on 60 XVII; 
SeXCENTE:NARY of 600 xviII; of a period’of 
600 years XIX. sexennial sekse-nial see 
BIENNIAL. sext sekst (eccl.) the third of the 
day hours of the Church, so called because 
orig. allocated to the sixth hour of the day 
(midday). xv. = L. sexta, sb. use (sc. hora 
hour) of fem. of sextus SIXTH ; cf. PRIME. 


sextant se:kstont (astron.) instrument re- 
sembling a quadrant baving a graduated 
arc equal to $ of a circle. xvii (Burton). 
- modL, use (by Tycho Brahe, 1602) of L. 
sextant-, -dns sixth part (of an as, etc.), f. 


SHACKLE 


sextus SIXTH. sextet(t), -ette sekste-t. xix. 
alt. of sEsTET after L. sex SIX. SeXtILE 
se-kstail (astrol.) pert. to the aspect of two 
heavenly bodies which are 60° or 4 of the 
Zodiac distant. XVI. - L. sextilis, f. sextus 
SIXTH. Cf. QUARTILE. sexti-llion see BIL- 
LION. tse:xtode-cimo size of a book in 
which the leaf is 4 of the sheet, Tdecimo- 
sexto;sixteenmo. XVII. sextuple se-kstjüpl 
sixfold. xvirr (Bacon); cf. CENTUPLE. se:x- 
tuplex sixfold. xvir; cf. DUPLEX, TRIPLEX, 
etc. 





sexton se‘kston sacristan, (later) guardian 
of a church fabric and churchyard, bell- 
ringer and grave-digger. xiv. Late ME. 
segerstane, secristeyn, sekesteyn, sexteyn, 
(from xvi) sexton-AN., OF. segerstein, 
secrestein ~ medL. sacristdnus SACRISTAN. 


seyd var. of SAYYID. 


sforzando sfoitse:ndou (mus.) direction 
for emphasis. xix. — It., gerund of sforzare 
use force, vb. f. s- Ex-!4-forzare :- Rom. 
*fortiàre FORCE. 


sgraffito sgrefrtou earlier (XVIII) equiv. of 
GRAFFITO, $- repr. L. ex EX-!. 


sh f excl. to enjoin silence, also written ’sh 
as if an abbrev. of HUSH, of which it is the 
common int. equiv. XIX. 


sh digraph repr. the sound J, current since 
c.1200, in the ‘Ormulum’ (regularly) and 
“Trinity College Homilies’ (frequently), 
finally prevailing from Caxton’s date and 
superseding OE. to xim se (often with 
graphic e before a, o, u), ME. s$ (XII-XIII), 
ss (X1I-XIV), sch (x11-x1v; till xvir Se.), ssh 
(xirr-xvi) beside which are the EAnglian 
ME. var. x in xal, xuide (shall, should), 
Coverdale’s sz(s)h, and sporadic ch (esp. in 
-chipe -SHIP XIV-XV); cf. -ISH', -ISH?. 


shabby fæbi dingy and faded; con- 
temptibly ungenerous. XVII. Parallel to 
tshabbed (OE. séeabbede), as scabby to 
scabbed; f. shab scab (OE.), low fellow 
(xvi), OE. séeabb = ON. *skabbr SCAB; 
see -y'. Q ‘A word that has crept into con- 
versation and low writing; but ought not 
to be admitted into the language’ (J.). 


shabrack fe:brek saddle-cloth. x1x. -G. 
schabracke, F. schabraque, of East European 
origin (Russ. shabrak, Turk. éapraq). 


shabunder [áb4:ndor officer at native ports 
in Indian seas. xvi (sabandar). = Pers. 
shahbundar ‘king (SHAH) of the port’; cf. Pg. 
xabandar. 


shack jek (N. Amer.) roughly built cabin 
or shanty. XIX. perh. shortened - Mex. 
jacal, Aztec xacatli wooden hut, which are 
more closely repr. by occas. U.S. shackle. 


shackle fæ'kl fetter OE. ; transf. uses from 
xiv. OE. sé(e)acul, corr. to LG. schdkel link 
of a chain, hobble, Du. schakel, ON. skokull 
wagon-pole, f. Germ. *skak-, repr. also by 
a sceac, LG. schake; see -LE, Hence 
vb. xv. 
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SHAD 


shad jzd fish of the genus Alosa. Late OE. 
séeadd, of unkn. origin; cf. W. ysgadan pl. 
(sg. ysgadanyn), Ir., Gael. sgadan herring. 


shaddock [ze:dok fruit of Citrus decumana, 
Tpompelmoose. xvii. f. name of Captain 
Shaddock ‘Commander of an East-India 
Ship, who touch'd at that Island [sc. 
Jamaica] in his Passage to England, and left 
the Seed there’ (Sloane, ‘A voyage to... 
Jamaica’, 1707). 


shade feid shadow; protection from glare or 
heat OE. (concr., as in lampshade, sunshade 
xvii); (after L. umbra, Gr. orka} disem- 
bodied spirit (pl. the shades Hades); degree 
of colour xvii; slight degree xvii. OE. 
sé(e)adu fem. (obl. cases repr. by spADow), 
and obl. cases séeade, séeadu, etc. of séead n. 


shadow fæ'dou comparative darkness; 
image cast by a body intercepting light; 
shelter from light and heat. xu. ME. 
sceadewe, shadewe, repr. obl. forms, scea- 
d(uywe, of OE. séeadu SHADE, corr. to OS. 
scado (Du. schaduw), OHG. scato (G. 
schatte, later schatten), Goth. skadus - 
CGerm. (exc. ON.) *skaðğwaz, *skaðğwð :— 
IE. *skotwós, -wá or *skatwós, -wá ; cf. Gr. 
skótos darkness, Skr. chádáyati covers, and 
Olr. scath shadow, MW. cisgaud darkness (W. 
sylsgod, gwalsgod shade) :- OCeltic *skat-. 
So sha:dow vb. OE. sceadwian (also in ofer|- 
séceadwian overshadow) — OS. skadowan, 
skadoian (Du. schaduwen), OHG. scatewen, 
(ony -skadwjan. Hence sha:dowv!. xiv 


shaft! [àft rod of spear, etc. OE.; long 
straight part of an object xiv; long bar or 
rod in a vehicle or machine xvir. OE. 
séxft, séeaft = OFris. sceft, OS., OHG. 
scaft (Du., G. schaft), ON. skaft :- CGerm. 
(exc. Goth.) *skaftaz, *-am, -iz, perh. to 
be referred to IE. *sgáp-, *sqabh- support, 
as in L. scápus shaft, stem, shank, scamnum 
bench, stool, Gr. (Doric) skápton staff, 
sképt|loükhos  staff-bearer, sképtein prop, 
sképtron SCEPTRE, 





shaft? [aft long well-like excavation giving 
access to a mine XV. = MLG. (whence 
(M)HG.) schacht, prob. spec. application of 
SHAFT!, as if the vertical channel were com- 
pared to the leg (schaft) of a boot. 


shag! fzg rough hair or wool OE.; cloth 
having a velvet nap xvi; fine-shredded 
tobacco; in full s. tobacco, i.e. a use of the 
adj. XVIII. Late OE. séeacga (once, in a 
gloss), rel. to ON. skegg beard (:— *skagjam), 
OE. séeaga coppice, sHaw, ON. skagi pro- 
montory (:—- *skazgon), skaga project, and 
further to ON. skdgr wood. Hence shag 
adj xvi (Sh), Tshaggzp? Late OE. 
séeacgede (twice, in glosses); superseded 
by shaggy’. xvi. @ Not evidenced before 
late xvi exc. for the OE. glosses. 


shag* feg cormorant. XVI. perh. a use of 
SHAG! (sb. or adj.), with ref. to the bird's 
shaggy crest, 


SHALLOP 


shagreen [zegrrn untanned leather. XVII. 
var. sp. of chagrin = F. chagrin (whence It. 
sagrin, Du. sagrijnleer) — Turk. sagry rump, 
skin of this. 


shah [à king of Persia. xvi (shaw, shaugh). 
— Pers. sah, shortening of OPers. xsayapiya. 
Cf. CHECKMATE. 


Shaitan feita-n Satan, evil spirit xv11; evil- 
disposed person or animal; dust storm XIX. 
— Arab. saitán — Xleb. sátàn SATAN. 


shake feik pt. shook fuk, pp. shaken fei-kn. 
tgo, move; vibrate, cause to vibrate. OE. 
sé(e)acan, pt. séeóc, pp. séeacen — OS. 
skakan (pt. skok departed), ON. skaka, pt. 
skék, pp. skekinn :- Germ. *skakan (exc. 
Goth.), with which Skr. khajati agitate, 
churn, has been connected. shaky?! fei-ki 
XVIII, 


shako fe-kou military cap. xx. -F. 
schako = Magyar csákó, short for csdkd(s) 
siiveg peaked cap (csdkos, f. csdk peak ~ G. 
zacken point, spike). 


shale feil argillaceous fissile rock. xviir. 
prob. — G. schale (not used in this sense, but 
cf. schalstein laminated limestone, schal- 
gebirge mountain system of thin strata) — 
OE. sc(e)alu scarg*. So sha':ly!. xvii. 


shall fæl, f(a)l pt. should fud, fad. 
CGerm. perfect-present vb., with a new 
wk. pt. (cf, CAN?, etc.) orig. meaning TI owe, 
(hence) TI ought, must, am to, passing 
thence into a tense-sign of the future and a 
mark of contingency. OE. séeal (2nd pers. 
scealt shalt), pl. séulon, pt. séeolde should — 
OFris. skel, skil, skilun, skolde, OS. skal, 
skulun, skolda, OHG. scal, sculun, scolta (Du. 
zal, zullen, zou, G. soll, sollen, sollte), ON. 
skal, skulu, skylda, Goth. skal, skulum, skulda ; 
f. CGerm. (*skel-) *skal- *skul- owe :- IE. 
*skel- *skol- *skhl-, xepr. also by OE. 
ge|scola, OS., OHG. scolo, Goth. skula 
debtor, OE. séyld, OFris. skeld, OS. sculd, 
OHG. sculd, sculda (G. schuld) debt, guilt, 
and, outside Germ., by Baltic forms of 
similar connotation. 

The northern var. sal (reduced enclitically 
to s), pt. suld, is paralleled by OFris. sal, sel, 
OHG. sal, sol, sulun, and this form of the 
initial sounds has ousted the normal form in 
G. soll, sollen, sollte, and Du. zal, zou. The 
Eng. vb. has no inf. or pples. (the alleged 
OE. *séulan, *séeolan are based on insufh- 
cient evidence); but elsewhere the inf. is 
repr. by OHG. scolan (G. sollen), OS. sculan, 
ON. skola, skula (pt. skylda), the prp. by 
OHG. scolanti (G. sollend), Goth. skulands, 
the pp. by ON. skyldr bound by duty, Goth. 
skulds lawful. 


shalloon fali-n woollen fabric. XVII = 
(O)F. chalon (adopted earlier as tchalon 
blanket, coverlet xiv), f. name of Chdlons- 
sur-Marne, France. 


shallop fz‘lep sloop; dinghy. xvi. - F. 


chaloupe ~ Du. sloep SLOOP; cf. Sp. chalupa, 
It. scialuppa, G. schaluppe. 
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shallot falo-t small onion, Allium Asca- 
lonicum. xvir. Aphetic of teschalot ~ F. 
eschalotte (now  échalotte), alt. of OF. 
eschaloigne — Pr. escalonha, etc. :- Rom. 
*iscalonia, for L. Ascalónia (capa), (onion) 
of Ascalon, a town in Palestine. 


shallow fz-lou not deep. xv. Obscurely 
rel. to synon. OE. sceald, ME. schald; see 
SHOAL], 


sham fem sb. Ttrick, fraud xvir; spurious 
imitation XVIII ; adj. false, counterfeit XVII; 
vb. tdefraud, hoax; fattempt to pass off; 
counterfeit, assume appearance of XVII. 
Like many words orig. in canting or sl. use, 
first recorded in late xvii, and of obscure 
etym. ; poss. north. dial. var. of SHAME. 


shaman  Jamon, [z:mon priest among 
N. Asiatic tribes. xvii. — G. schamane, 
Russ. shamdn - Tungusian samdn; cf. F. 
chaman. 


shamble fe:mbl walk with an ungainly 
gait. xvii (late). f. shamble adj. ungainly, 
shambling (early xvn), perh. orig. in s. legs, 
which may have orig. meant ‘legs straddling 
like those of the trestles of a meat table’ (see 
next); cf. WFris. skammels (pl. of skammel 
board on trestles) legs, esp. when badly 
formed, skammelje walk clumsily; cf. G. 
schemelbein, schemeln; see -LE?. 


shambles fz-mblz (dial.). meat-market (orig. 
flesh s.) xv; slaughter-house xvi. Colloq. 
transf. pl. of shamble table or stall for the sale 
of meat (xiv), spec. use of OE. sé(e)amul 
stool, table — OS. fót|skamel, OHG. fuoz|- 
scamil footstool (also MDu., MHG. schamel, 
schemel, G. schemel); CWGerm. = L. sca- 
mellum, dim. of scamnum bench, which has 
Celtic cognates. 


shame feim feeling of disgrace; state of 
disgrace, circumstance causing this OE.; 
modest feeling xiv. OE. sc(e)amu - OFris. 
skame, skome, OS., OHG. skama (Du. 
schaam- in comp., G. scham), ON. skgmm :— 
CGerm. *skamó (not in Goth., but cf. 
skaman vb. below); on the same base are 
formed OE. séíand m. infamous man, scand 
fem. infamous woman, disgrace, scendan 
vb. (see SHENT), OHG. scanda (G. schande) 
disgrace, scant ashamed, Goth. skanda 
disgrace. So vb. OE. sé(e)amian intr. 
and impers., corr. immed. to OS. skamon, 
OHG. scamón, and rel. to OHG. scamén, 
Goth. skaman, and MHG. schemen (G. 
schdmen), ON. skemma. shamefaced fei-m- 
feist modest, bashful. xvi. alt. by assim. 
to FACE, -faced, of (arch.) shamefast, OE. 
sé(e)amfast, the second el. being identical 
with FAST!, as if ‘restrained by shame’ (cf. 
fæst ‘bound by law’, religious, righteous, 
péawfest ‘bound by virtue’, virtuous); but 
-fæst is a common sufhx of OE. adjs. equiv. 
to -ful, -ous. sha:meruL!, -LEess. OE. 
sé(e)amful, -ieas. 
shammy jz'mi XviIit. pronunc. of CHAMOIS. 
So shamoy /jz'moi prepare (leather) by 
working oil into it. XIX. 


SHARD 


shampoo [zempü: massage (as now in a 
Turkish bath) xvin; wash and rub (the 
scalp) xix. -— Hind. chhàmpo, imper. of 
chhampna (cf. G. schamponieren). 


shamrock fe-mrok plant with trifoliate 
leaves, now usu. Trifolium minus (lesser 
yellow trefoil). xvi. - lr. seamróg — Gael. 
seamrag), dim. of seamar clover. 


shandygaff [endige:f mixture of beer and 
ginger-beer or lemonade. xix. Of unkn. 
origin. 

shanghai [zerphar (naut. sl, orig. U.S.) 
render insensible and ship on board a 
vessel wanting hands (perh. orig. one 
destined for Shanghai) xix. f. Shanghai, 
name of a Chinese seaport. 


shank fnk shin-bone, tibia OE.; stem, 
shaft xvi. OE. sceanca, LG. schanke, Flem. 
schank :- WGerm. *skagkan, rel. to MLG. 
schenke, Du. schenk leg bone (:- *skagkiz), 
LG., (MHG. schenkel (:—- *skagkilaz); 
other formations on the series *skink- 
*skagk- *skugk- are OS. scinka tibia (MLG. 
schinke thigh, ham), OHG. skinko, skinka 
(G. schinken ham), and OFris. skunka, LG. 
schunke; the etymol. meaning is uncertain, 
but the base corr. formally to that of ON. 
skakkr (:— *skaykaz) wry, distorted, lame, 
and Gr. skdzein (:- *squgy) limp (cf. 
SCAZON). phr. Shanks’s mare, pony for ‘the 
legs as a means of transport’ is orig. Sc. 
(xviii), the pl. of the common noun being 
joc. turned intoasurname. @ The primitive 
sense of LEG (which superseded this word in 
gen. use) is shown in surnames such as 
Cruikshank, Longshanks, Sheepshanks. 

shanty! fe-nti roughly built cabin or hut. 
XIX. Orig. in N. Amer, use; perh. = Ir. 
sean tig (toig) ‘old house’. 


shanty?, chant(e)y [enti sailor's song. XIX, 
app. corruption of F. chantez, imper. of 
chanter sing. 


shape Jeip external or visible form ; Tsexual 
organs OE.; guise XVI; form or kind of 
structure XVII. orig. repr. OE. gelsceap 
creation, creature, form, figure, pudendum, 
decree, destiny, corr. to OS. gzskapu pl. 
creatures, decrees, ON. skap condition, pl. 
fate (skepin genitals); f. *skap- base of the 
vb., of which the sb. came to be later 
apprehended as a deriv. So shape vb. 
Tcreate; fashion, form. Early ME. new 
formation on the pp., repl orig. OE. 
*séieppan, *sceppan, pt. scóp, pp. scapen, 
corr. to OFris. skeppa, sköp, eskepen, OS. 
*oisceppian, -scõp, *scapan, Goth. gaskapjan 
-skop, -skapans; f. *skap- create, fashion; 
first established as a wk. vb. xvi; the OE. 
pp. survives chiefly in misshapen. sha-pe- 
LESS. XIII (Cursor M.). sha-pe.y! Tft, 
suitable xiv (Ch.); well-shaped xiv (Wycl. 
Bible). 

shard faid, sherd [31d (dial) gap; frag- 
ment of broken earthenware (cf. PoTsherd). 
OE. séeard, corr. to OF ris. skerd cut, notch, 
MLG. skart crack, chink, MDu. scarde, 
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SHARE 


SHEA.E 





schart flaw, fragment (Du. schaard), (M)HG. 
scharte, ON. skard notch, gap, sb. uses of 
the adj. repr. by OE. séeard, OS. skard, 
OHQG. -scart, ON. skarür :- Germ. *skarüaz 
cut, notched, diminished, pp. formation on 
*skar- *sker- SHEAR. 


share! fear cutting blade of a plough. OE. 
sézr, séear, corr. to OFris. sker, MLG. 
schar(e), OHG, scar, scaro, scare (G. schar); 
WGerm. deriv. of Germ. *skar- *sker- 
SHEAR. Cf. next. @ The present form 
repr. disyll. obl. forms of the OE. sb., the 
nom. of which gave ME. s(c)har. 


share? feor allotted portion XIV; portion of 
a property owned by a number in common 
xvi. The earliest exx. are in AN. and AL. 
documents; repr. spec. development of OE. 
séearu lit. ‘cutting, division’, recorded only 
in senses ‘tonsure’, ‘fork of the body’, and 
in landséearu boundary, folc-, léodséearu 
division of people, nation, hearmséearu 
penalty, corr. to OS. scara feudal service, 
troop, also in harmscara, MLG. schare troop, 
share, OHG. scara troop, share of forced 
labour (Du. schaar, G. schar troop, multi- 
tude), ON. skari :- Germ. deriv. f. *skar- 
*sker- cut, divide, SHEAR. Hence share vb. 
xvi (Spenser, Sh.). 


shark faik large voracious seafish, Squalus 
XVI; rapacious or extortionate person XVIII. 
Said to have been so named by sailors of 
Capt. John Hawkins's expedition, who 
brought home a specimen which was 
exhibited in London in 1569; of unkn. 
origin. Q The available evidence is insufh- 
cient to determine connexion with Tshark 
parasite, sharper (late xvi) and its syn. 
Tshirk xvir-xvin, or with Tshark vb. prey 
upon (late xv1), play the parasite or sharper, 
pilfer. 


sharp [àirp having a keen edge or point; 
keen, acute; severe, harsh; pungent OE.; 
shrill Xiv; (mus.) xvi (Morley); sb. uses 
date from xiv. OE. sc(e)arp — OFris. skarp, 
skerp, OS. skarp (Du. scherp), OHG. skarf, 
scarbf (G. scharf), ON. skarpr :- CGerm. 
(exc. Goth.) *skarpaz ; cf. OE. scearpe scari- 
fication, séearpian scarify, OHG. scurfen 
(G. schiirfen scratch), and scRAPE. Hence 
sha-rpen® xv; superseding (dial.) sharp, 
OE. *scterpan, séerpan; sha-rpER’, in sense 
‘cheat’, swindler’ (xvii); cf. sharp vb. 
a (xvii). sha-rpLy’, sharpness. 
E. 


shatter í[z-tox (dial) scatter, disperse xit; 

break in pieces XV. Origin and relation to 
SCATTER obscure, there being no evidence 
for either word before ‘Peterborough 
Chronicle’ an. 1137 or between this and 
c.1300. MLG. schateren be shattered, re- 
sound, laugh uproariously (cf. Du. scha- 
teren) is prob. an independent imit. 
formation. 


shave feiv scrape, pare away OE.; re- 
move with a razor, use a razor to XIII. 


OE. sé(e)afan, pt. scóf, pp. scafen, sceafen — 
OS. scaban, OHG. scaban (Du. schaven, 
G. schaben), ON. skafa, Goth. skaban = 
CGerm. *skaban, of doubtful orig. ; str. vb. 
became wk. xiV, with the literary survival 
str. pp. shaven. Hence sha*veLinc! ton- 
sured ecclesiastic. XVI. Shaver! fei-va1 one 
who shaves xv; ‘fplunderer, swindler; 
(hence colloq.) fellow, chap, wag xvi. 


shaw fd (dial.) thicket, copse. OE. séeaga, 
corr. to NFris. skage farthest edge of culti- 
vated land, ON. skagi promontory, rel. to 
OE. séeacga (see sHAG!). @ A common el. 
in place-names, hence a surname. 


shawl {51 Oriental oblong article of dress 
made in Kashmir from the hair of a goat of 
Tibet xvir; in the West, outer covering for 
the shoulders (and head) xvir. Earliest 
forms schal, scial, chal, shaul; ult. - Urdu, 
etc. ~ Pers. shdl, prob. f. Shalidt, a town in 
India; adopted in all the main Eur. langs., 
e.g. Sp. chal, It. scialle, Rum. sal, Du., G. 
schal, Icel. sjal, (from Eng.) F. chéle, 
tschale, G., Da. shawl. 


shawm [5m (hist.) medizval wind instru- 
ment. xIv. ME, schallemele (Gower), pl. 
chalm(e)yes (Ch.), schalmes, later (sg.) 
schalmus, shawme (Xv1). = (i) OF. chalemel 
(mod. chalumeau) :- Rom. *calamellus, dim. 
of L. calamus reed- Gr. kdlamos; (i) 
OF. (unexpl.) chalemie, whence also MLG., 
MDu. schalmeie, MHG. schalmie, Du., G. 
schalmei; (iii) OF. chalemeaus, pl. of 
chalemel. 


shay [ei chaise. xvir (also chay). Back- 
formation from CHAISE  Jeiz, misappre- 
hended as pl. 


she fi, fi 3rd sg. fem. nom. pers. pron. This 
form repr. east midl. ME. sca (xir, Peter- 
borough Chronicle), s5e, sse, sche (XIII), 
parallel with which there was ME. scho, 
sho, north. sco, surviving in n.w. dial. shoo. 
These two types appear to descend from 
divergent developments of OE. fem. de- 
mons. pron.-adj. sio, sé0, acc. sie (see THE), 
resulting from the conversion of the falling 
diphthongs io, ie into rising diphthongs jé, 
jé, viz. sj, sjJé passing into fd, fé; cf. the 
development of OE. fem. pers. pron. héo, 
acc. hie, to ME. 5ho, 5he (oo, for hoo, 
survives in some northerly dial.). @ The 
necessity for a new form for this pron. arose 
partly from the coincidence in ME. of OE. 
hé (he) and héo (she) under the form he. 
For the parallel use of the fem. demons. for 
‘she’ cf. OS. and OHG. siu (Du. zij, G. sie) 
= OE. séo, and OF ris. se, beside hiu, and in 
ON. the use of the demons. pron. of all 
genders as a pers. pron. 


sheaf fif bundle of reaped corn. OE. 
sééaf = OS. skóf (Du. schoof), OHG. scoub 
sheaf, bundle or wisp of straw (G. schaub), 
ON. skauf fox's brush :- CGerm. (exc. 
Goth.) *skaubazs (-am), f. *skaub- *skeub- 
*skub- (see SHOVE). 
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SHEAR 


shear [io1 pt. sheared,tshore, pp. sheared, 
shorn. cut with a scissor-like instrument. 
OE. séeran, pt. pl. sc&ron, pp. séoren — 
c Oris. skera, OS. bilsceran (Du. scheren), 
OHG. sceran, scar, giscoran (G. scheren), 
ON. skera, skar, skorinn :- CGerm. (exc. 
Goth.) *skeran, f. *sker- *skar- *skzr- 
“skur- (cf. SCORE, SHARD, SHARE, SHORE’). 
Hence shea:rrLiNG! sheep that has been 
shorn once xiv. shea‘rwa:TER bird of the 
genus Pufftinus. Xvir shears [io:z pl. 
(rarely sg.) scissors, now only of a large kind. 
OE. (1) scérero pl.:— *ska&rizo, (i) scéara, 
pl. of scear fem., corr. to MLG. schére, MDu. 
scare, scére (Du. schaer), OHG. skdr, pl. 
skdrt (whence MHG. schære, G. schere), 
ON. skeri n.pl.; f. *sk@r-. (naut.) pl. (also 
sp. sheers; cf. SHEER-HULK) device on ships 
for manipulating heavy gear XVII. 


sheat-fish fitfif freshwater fish Silurus 
glanis. xvi. Earlier sheath-fish, prob. f. 
SHEATH + FISH, after G. scheid(en). 


sheath [ip case fora blade. OE. sczxp, séeap 
= OS. skédia (Du. scheede, schee), OHG. 
sceida (G. scheide), ON. skeiðir pl. scabbard 
:- CGerm. (exc. Goth.) *skaipiz, *skaipjo, 
prob. f. *skaip- divide (see SHED!), as if orig. 
‘splitting husk’ or ‘split stick’ ; cf. suipE and 
rel. OSw. skiba (Sw. skida sheath), ON. 
skiða billet of wood, faggot. Hence sheathe 
fió. XIV. 


sheave fiv pulley. xiv. repr. OE. *séife, 
rel. to *séife (dial. SHIVE) = OFris. skive, 
OS. sciba, (M)LG, MDu. schzve (Du. schijf), 
OHG. scība (G. scheibe), f. base meaning 
variously disc, quoit, wheel, pulley, pane of 
glass, slice of bread. 


shebeen fibi-n illicit public house xvirr. 
Anglo-Ir. sibin, séibin, f. séibe liquid mea- 
sure, mug + -i7 -EEN*, ` 
shed! fed pt., pp. shed Tseparate, divide 
E.; (dial.) spill, let fall, pour, send forth 
as an emanation XII; give forth, diffuse xiv; 
cast off xvi. OE. sé(e)ddan, pt. sd(e)dd, 
sc(e)ádde, sc(e)ádade, pp. sc(e)áden,gesceadad, 
corr. directly or with cons.-variation to OFris. 
skéda, skétha wk., OS. skédan, skéthan (Du. 
scheiden, scheidde, geschieden), OHG. sceidan, 
sciad, gesceidan (G. scheiden, schied, geschie- 
den), Goth. skaidan, skaidans :- CGerm. (exc. 
ON.) *skaidan, *skaiban (cf. SHEATH, SHIDE). 
Beside orig. OE. sc(e)àdan, repr. by early 
ME. shode, a var. with falling diphthong 
sééadan arose, from which the present 
shed descends (with shortening as in bread, 
dead). The OE. vb. retained its str. con- 
jugation in WS., but is found only wk. in 
Nhb. ; str. forms persisted to some extent in 
ME., but wk. forms schedde, sched, with 
vars. schadde, schad, finally prevailed. 





shed? fed fseparation OE. (dial.) parting of | 


the hair XIV ; ridge of ground dividing valleys 
(cf. WATERSHED) XVI; Spacing between the 
threads of the warp xvii. OE. (ge)scéad, alt. 
of (ge)sééad f. base of SHED! ; cf. OHG. sceitil 
division, G. scheitel parting of hair. 





SHEET 


shed? fed slight structure for shelter. xv 
(shadde, Caxton). prob. specialized use of 
shad(de), shed(de) (ssed(e Ayenb.), by-forms 
of SHADE, which itself survives dial. in this 
sense. 


sheen fin (poet.) beautiful, bright, re- 

splendent. OE. sééne, WS. sciene = OFris. 
skēne, OS., OHG. scōni (Du. schoon, G. 
schön), Goth. skauns :- CGerm. (exc. ON.) 
*skauniz, *skaunjaz, f. *skau- behold (see 
SHOW). Hence sheen sb. brightness. XVII 
(Sh.) ; apprehended as abstr. noun of SHINE; 
whence shee-ny!. xvii (Milton). 


Sheeny fini 
origin. 





(sl) Jew. xix. Of unkn. 


sheep Jip animal of the genus Ovis. OE. 
(Anglian) scép, (WS) sé&p, scéap =OF ris. 
skép, OS. scáp (Du. schaap), OHG. scåf 
(G. schaf) = WGerm. *skæpa, of which 
no cogns. are known (the ON. word was 
f&r, the Gothic lamb; cf. EwE). In OE. 
nom. and acc. sg. and pl. became identical 
through the normal loss of -u of the pre- 
historic pl. *sc&pu. Hence shee'pisH!. xir. 


sheer! [ior tbright, shining; (of fabrics) 
thin, fine; unmixed, unqualified xvt; rising 
perpendicularly without a break XVIII. prob. 
alt. of (dial.) shire clear, pure, mere, thin, 
weak, OE. scir — OFris. skire, OS. skir(1), 
ON. skirr, Goth. skeirs :— Germ. *skiraz, 
*skirjaz, £. *ski- SHINE. There is no proof 
of continuity with ME. schere (xiii-xiv) 
free, clear, fine, which was prob. — ON. 
sk&rr (:— *skairjaz) with change of sk to f; 
cf. SHEER 'THURSDAY. 


Sheer? fio: (of a ship) turn aside. XVII 
(Capt. Smith). perh. = (M)LG., (M)HG. 
scheren; identical with SHEAR. 


sheer® fioz (naut.) curve of a ship. XVII. 
prob. f. sHEAR; cf. synon. F. tonture 
‘shearing’ (XVII). 


sheer hulk fiatha-Ik hulk of a disused ship 
fitted with hoisting shears. xvir. f. sheers, 
SHEARS device for raising masts, etc., the 
form of which suggests a pair of shears+ 
HULK. @ In Dibdin’s song ‘Tom Bowling’, 
usu. misapprehended as ‘mere hulk’. 


Sheer Thursday fiə pþõ'ızdi (hist.) 
Maundy Thursday. xu (Sheredursdei). ME. 
shere-, shire, corr. to ON. skZrr, skírr (cf. 
SHEER’), which were used in the same way 
and were adopted x1I—xu1 with sk-. 


sheet? fit broad piece of linen (etc.) covering 
OE. (as an article of bedding x111); piece of 
paper or parchment for writing or printing 
on; broad expanse xvi. OE. (Anglian) 
sééte, (WS.) sciete :- *skautjon, f. *skaut- 
*skeut- *skut- (see SHOOT, SHOT), one mean- 
ing of which is ‘project’. The unmutated 
stem is repr. by OE. sééat corner, region, 
lap, bosom, skirt, cloth = OF ris. skét skirt, 
MLG. schét, (M)Du. schoot lap, sail-rope, 
OHG, scéz (G. schoss) skirt, lappet, lap, 
ON. skaut corner, quarter, skirt, bosom, 
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SHEET 





sail-rope, Goth. skauts hem of garment, and 
the forms s.v. SHEET?, 


sheet? fit rope attached to lower (leeward) 
corner of a sail )( tack. xiv. repr. OE. scéata 
‘pes veli’, but used for scéatline (see LINE?) 
— MLG. schótline (cf. ON. skautreip), prob. 
after ON. skaut or MLG., MDu. schéte, 
both in this sense; phr. three s—s in the 
wind, drunk. (OE. sééata corr. to (M)LG. 
schéte, OHG. scoga skirt, ON. skauti ker- 
chief; cf. SHEET!.) 


sheet-anchor fi-:te:nker largest of ship’s 
anchors. xV (shute anker), XVII (sheet a.). 
The earliest forms point to deriv. from 
tshoot sheet of a sail (xv to xvin) - (M)LG. 
schóte, (M)Du. schoot (see SHEET! and ?); 
the connexion in sense is not obvious, but 
the corr. seems to be confirmed by the 
substitution of SHEET? in XVII. 


sheikh feik Arab chief. xvi. ult. — Arab. 
Satkh (prop.) old man, f. sakha be or grow 
old; cf. F. cheth, schetk, tseic, Sp. jeque. 


shekel fe-k(o)l Semitic unit of weight, chief 
silver coin of the Hebrews. xvi (Geneva 
Bible). — Heb. fegel, f. fagal weigh; repr. 
earlier in Eng. by Tsicle (Xit11 to xviii) = OF. 
sicle = late L. siclus — Gr. síklos, siglos — Heb. 


shekinah  fikaino manifestation of the 
Divine Majesty 'between the cherubims' 
(Exod. xxv 22, etc.) xvir. -late Heb. 
Sekindh, f. <dkan rest, dwell. 


sheldrake feldreik bird of the genus 
Tadorna. xıv. prob. f. (dial.) skeld parti- 
coloured, pied, rel. to MDu. schillede varie- 
gated, f. schillen (modDu. verschillen differ) 
diversify + DRAKE?, 


shelf! [elf horizontal slab of wood, etc. to 
hold objects xiv (Ch.); ledge or terrace of 
land xix (shelfy xvit1). — (M)LG. sche/f shelf, 
set of shelves, with accommodation to Eng. 
words in sh., more normally repr. by (dial.) 
skelf (x1v) ; rel. to OE. s¢ylfe partition, com- 
partment, s¢ylf (also stánscylf) rugged rock, 
crag, pinnacle; cf. Germ. *skelf- split. 
Hence shelve vb. tproject like a shelf; 
provide with shelves. XVI. 


shelf? felf sandbank in the sea or a river. 
XVI. prob. alt., by assoc. with prec., of 
synon. tshelp (xv), repr. OE. séylp ‘scopulus, 
murex’, of unkn. origin. 


shell fel hard outer covering of an animal, 
fruit, etc.; scale or scale-like object OE.; 
hollow or concave object XVI; exterior cover 
or case (spec. one containing powder and 
shot) xvii. OE. (Anglian) séeil, (WS.) sciell 
= (M)LG., MDu. schelle, schille, Du. schel, 
schil pod, rind, scale, shell, ON. skel sea- 
shell, Goth. skalja tile :- Germ. (not in 
HG.) *skaljé, f. *skal- (cf. SCALE! and ?, 
SHALE). Hence vb. xvr repl. (dial.) skale 
(xiv), sheel, shel (xv), which are based on 
OE. sé(e)alu shell, husk. 


shellac felæ'k lac melted into thin plates 
for use as varnish, XVIII., f, SHELL sb.+LAC!. 


SHERRY 


Shelta fe-lta cryptic language of Irish 
tinkers, gipsies, etc., known also among 
them as sheldrü, shelter. xix. Of unkn. 
origin. 

shelter fe-ltox (structure affording) pro- 
tection from the elements. xvi. poss. alt. 
of Tsheltron phalanx :- OE. scieldtruma, f. 
séield SHIELD-+-truma troop. Hence vb. xvt 
(Spenser, Sh.). 

shelve felv Ttilt xv1; slope gradually xvir. 
perh. back-formation from shelvy having 


sandbanks (xvI, Sh.), f. SHELF?+-~y?, 


shemozzle fémo'zl (orig. East End sl.). 
muddle, quarrel, mélée. xix. Also shle- 
mozzle; of Yiddish origin, and based on late 
Heb. féllo'mazzàl, i.e. $él of 16’ not mazzdal 
planet, planetary influence, luck. 


shent ent (arch.) disgraced, ruined. ME. 
schent (xiu) :- OE. gescend, pp. of séendan 
put to shame or reproach, ruin, discomfit — 
OLG. scendian (Du. schenden), OHG. 
scentan (G. schdnden) :- WGerm. *skandjan, 
f. *skand- ashamed :- *skamóÓa-, pp. forma- 
tion on *skam- SHAME. 


shepherd [e:poid tender of sheep. Late 
OE. sécéaphierde; see SHEEP, HERD?, and cf. 
MLG., MDu. schadphirde, etc. Hence vb. 
xvi, she’pherdegss', xiv. 


Sheraton ferətəan name of Thomas 
Sheraton (1751-1806), furniture-maker and 
designer, applied to his products xix. 


sherbet [5-1bot Oriental drink xviI; pre- 

paration in powder form for making an 
effervescing drink xix. - Turk, Pers. 
erbet — Arab. sarüb, f. Sariba vb. drink 
(cf. SHRUB?, SYRUP). 


sherd [31d see SHARD. 


sherif, shereef  f(orrf descendant of 
Mohammed through his daughter Fatima; 
sovereign ruler of certain states. XVI. — Arab. 
farif noble, glorious, f. sharafa be exalted. 


sheriff fe-rif representative of the royal 
authority in a shire or county. OE. séir- 
geréfa, f. scir SHIRE+geréfa REEVE. Several 
types of form appear in ME. and later 
periods; the main stress falling orig. on the 
first etymol. el., considerable modification 
took place in the second, whence schir(r)eve, 
schir(r)ef (by loss of final e and consequent 
unvoicing of «), shirrif, Sc. schirray ; there 
was also a type scher(r)eve, whence schreve, 
shrieve (surviving in SHRIEVALTY), schrief, 
which resulted from the shift of the main 
stress to the second el; the present 
form, sheriff, combines the initial stress of 
the first type with the vowel e of the second. 
The etymol. analytic shire-reeve has been 
used by some antiquaries since xvi. Hence 
she-riffalty Xv1; see SHRIEVALTY. 


sherry [e'ri still white wine of a type orig. 
made near Xerez (now Jerez), a town in 
Andalusia, Spain, xvr. alt. of sherris (xv1), 
apprehended as a pl. or derived from sherrts 
sack (see SACK*), i.e. Sherries, repr. old 
pronunc. of Xerez. 
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Dd 


SHERRYVALLIES 


SHINGLE 





sherryvallies fe-riveliz (U.S.) trousers 
worn (e.g. by teamsters) over others. XVIII. 
prob. inamed. ~ Pol. szarawary (General C. 
Lee, the first recorded user of the word, 
having been aide-de-camp to the king of 
Poland), corr. to Russ. sharovdry, Gr. 
sarábára (loose Persian trousers), late and 
medL. sarabara, saraballa, etc. = Arab. 
farwal, Syriac farbald, prob. — Pers. salwar. 


sheva fava: (in Heb. gram.) sign under a 
consonant letter to indicate the (supposed) 
absence of a vowel xvi; (philol.) the vowel 
9 XIX. = Rabbinic Heb. s¢vd, app. arbitrary 
alt. of faw’ emptiness, vanity. Cf. G. schwa. 


shew see SHOW. 


shewbread fou:bred twelve loaves placed 

every Sabbath ‘before the Lord’ in the 
Jewish temple. xvi (Tindale). f. shew, var. 
of snow vb.+ BREAD, after G. schaubrot 
(Luther), repr. Heb. léyem panim ‘bread of 
presence’ (LXX dprot vomo, NT. dprot 
rhs mpobecews, Vulg. panes propositionis.) 


shibboleth [ibolep Heb. word used by 
Jephthah as a test word to distinguish the 
fleeing Ephraimites, who could not pro- 
nounce sh (f) from his own men, the 
Gileadites (Judges xii 4-6) xiv (Wycl. 
Bible); (gen. word used as a test for 
detecting foreigners ; catchword adopted by 
a party xvir. — Heb. s7bbdleth stream. Cf. 
F., G. schibboleth. 


shicer  [ai:so1 (sl) worthless person; 
(Austral) unproductive mine. xix. = G 
scheisser ‘cacator’, agent-noun of scheissen 
SHIT. Cf. SHYSTER. 


shide faid (dial.) block of wood, board, 
plank. OE. sdid = OFris. skid, OHiG. scit 
(G. scheit), ON. skid (cf. SKI) :- Germ. 
*skidam, f. *skid- divide ; see SHEATH, SHED!. 


shiel fil (Sc. and north. dial.) shed, shanty, 
hut. xiu. ME. shdle, shéle, of unkn. origin. 
Hence shie:liNG! piece of pasture for cattle; 
rough hut. xvi. 


shield fild article of defensive armour; 
(fig.) protection, OE. séeld, scield = OFris. 
skeld, OS., OHG. scild (Du., G. schild), ON. 
skjoldr, Goth. skildus-CGerm. *skelduz, 
prob. orig. ‘board’ and so f. base *skel- 
divide, separate (cf. SCALE!) Hence vb. 
OE. séeldan, séildan. 


shift [ift A. Tarrange OE.; B. change xri; 
C. alter the position of xiv. OE. séiftan — 
OFris. skifta, MLG. schiften, schichten, 
MHG. schihten (G. schichten), ON. skipta 
divide, separate, change, f. base *skip- as in 
ON. skipa arrange, assign. Hence shift sb. 
A. expedient, contrivance, evasion; B. 
Tchange ; (spec.) of clothing ; (esp.) woman’s 
chemise Xv1; C. change of position, removal 
xvii. Hence shi-ftv!. xvi. 


Shiite íaiait member of the Shiah sect of 
Mohammedans. xvi. f. Shiah (xvi)- 
Arab. sia’ sect, f. saa follow; see -ITE. 
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shikar fikd-: hunting, sport. xvir. ~ Urdu 


—- Pers. £kar. 


shillelagh filei-li Irish cudgel. xvr. f. 


name of a barony and village in County 
Wicklow, Ireland, known for its oaks. 


shilling [ili money of account equiv. to 


12 pence or 1/20 of a pound. OE. séilling = 
OFris., OS., OHG. scilling (MDu., Du. 
schelling, G. schilling), ON. skillingr, Goth. 
skilliggs :- CGerm. *skillingaz, of much 
disputed origin; adopted, in OSI. as skü/ezt, 
OF., Pr., Sp. escalin, It. scellino, modF. 
schelling. 


shilly-shally fi-lifeli phr. stand or go shill 


I, shall I vacillate, be irresolute xv11; adj. 
vacillating; sb. vacillation xvitr.. f. shall I, 
with variation of vowel, for which cf. 
DILLY-DALLY, WISHY-WASHY. 


shimmer  [imor shine with tremulous 


light. Late OE. séymrian, *séimerian = 
(M)LG., (M)Du. schémeren be shaded or 
shadowy, glimmer, glitter, G. schimmern, 
iterative (see -ER*) f. Germ. *skim-, exten- 
sion of *ski- SHINE!; obs. in xvir. Revived 
by Scott, ‘Lay of the Last Minstrel’ I xvii 
(1805); hence sb. (Scott, 1821). 


shin fin front part of the leg between knee 


and ankle. OE. scinu = (M)LG.,MDu. 
schéne (Du. scheen), OHG. scina, shin, needle 
(G. schiene thin plate); the basic meaning 1s 
prob. ‘thin or narrow piece’, OE. scia shin, 


MHG. schie hedge stake. 


shindy [indi shinty; spree; commotion. 


XIX. unexpi. alt. of shinty (i) game re- 
sembling hockey (xvin), (ii) row, ccmmo- 
tion (xix), later var. of shinzy (xvin), an 
earlier name of the game. Sinny (XVII) and 
shinty (XVIII) appear to be derived from cries 
used in the game, shin ye, shin you, and shin 
tye ‘shin to you’; other dial. names are 
shinnins, shinnack, shinnup. 


shine! fain pt., pp. shone fon shed beams 


of bright light. OE. scinan, pt. sédn, pp. 
*scinen (rare ME. sinen) = OFris. skina, 
OS. skinan, OHG. scinan (Du. schijnen, G. 
scheinen), ON. skína, Goth. skeinan :- 
CGerm. *skinan, f. *ski- with present-stem 
formative -z- carried through into the pt. 
and pp. (for cogns. see SHEER!, SHIMMER). 
Hence sb. xvi (Skelton); whence (unless 
f. the vb.) shi-ny!. xvi (Spenser, Sh.). 


shine? [ain (dial. convivial party ; (colloq.) 


row, disturbance. XIX. perh. uses of prec. 
sb., but the senses are notably like those of 
SHINDY. 


shingle! [i:9gl piece of wood used as a 


house tile. x11. ME. scincle, scingle, singel 
(whence AL. cingula xiv, shingula xv), repr., 
with unexpl. modification, L. scindula, later 
form of scandula after Gr. skhidax, skhin- 
dalmós. Hence vb. roof with shingles xv1; 
(orig. U.S.) cut (the hair) so as to produce 
the effect of overlapping tiles xrx. 


SHINGLE 


shingle? fing] (beach covered with) small 


roundish stones. xvi. Of obscure origin and 
history; forms poss. identifiable with this 
word appear in place names from Domesday 
Book onwards, viz. sincle, single, later with 
initial ch, e.g. chingel, esp. in Sc., as chyngil(l), 
from xv; the relation, if any, with Norw. 
singl coarse sand, small stones, NFris. singel 
gravel, is not determinable. 


shingle*® fisngl subject (puddled iron) to 
blows and pressure. xvii. = F. cingler =- G. 
zängeln, f. zange TONGS. 


shingles  [igglz eruptive disease often 
extending round the middle of the body. 
xıv (Trevisa). Late ME. schingles, cingules, 
sengles ~ med L. use of L. cingulus, var. of 
cingulum girdle (f. cingere gird ; cf, CINCTURE), 
rendering Gr. ķævn (ZONE), Cwornp girdle, in 
this sense. 


Shinto fi'ntou native religion of Japan. 
XVIII. ~ Jap. shinto — Chinese shin tao way 
of the gods. 


shinty fi'nti see SHINDY. 


ship fip large sea-going vessel. OE. scip — 
OFris., OS. skip (Du. schip, scheep-, in 
comb. scheeps-), OHG. skif (G. schiff), ON., 
Goth skip :- CGerm. *skipam, of unkn. 
origin; for its adoption in Rom. langs. cf. 
SKIFF. So ship vb. late OE. séipian, corr. to 
(M)Du. schépen, (M)HG. schiffen, ON. 
skipa. Hence shi-pMan (arch.) seaman, 
sailor, OE. sdipman, with Germ. cogns. 
shi-pMENT. xix. shi-pMONEY (hist.) impost 
for providing ships for the navy. XVII. 
shipper! fi:por Tseaman. late OE. scipere, 
f. scipian; one who ships goods xvi. Cf. 
SKIPPER. Shippound fi:ppaund unit of 
weight (20 lispounds) used in the Baltic 
trade. xvi. -MLG. scehippunt, M Du. 
schippond; see POUND!. ship-shape fip- 
[eip trim, orderly. xvin. orig. Tship shapen 
(XVII) ‘arranged in ship fashion’, i.e. SHIP 
sb., and pp. of SHAPE, alt. to ship shape and 
interpreted as ‘in the fashion of a ship’. 
shi-pwRECK what is cast up from a wreck 
XI; destruction or loss of a ship xv. Super- 
seded tshipbreche (OE. scipbryée), f. BREACH. 


eship fip sufhx denoting state or condition: 
(1) added to adjs. and pps. ; of the numerous 
OE. exx., only HARDsHIP and WORSHIP sur- 
vive ; (2) added to sbs. to denote the state or 
condition of being what is expressed by 
the sb., the qualities or character associated 
with, the power implied by, and spec. the 
position or dignity designated by the sb., as 
in OE. fréondscipe FRIENDSHIP, hldfordsdcipe 
LORDSHIP, similarly in authorship, crafts- 
manship, fellowship, headship, horsemanship, 
kingship, stewardship, suretyshib, workman- 
ship. In ladyship, lordship, worship, like 
comps. of -NESS, used with poss. adjs. his, 
her, their, your to denote personages 
bearing the title. In fellowship, scholarship, 
sizarship, etc. there is transf. application to 
the emoluments attached to the status. In 


SHOAL 


early mod. Eng. it is added to a sb. to 


denote a state of life relating to what is 
denoted by the sb.; courtship (Sh.) is the 
chief instance. TOWNSHIP is the one survival 
of a group of OE. sbs. with collect. sense. 


shire faior tofficial charge; tdistrict under 
a governor, bishop’s see, etc.; administra- 
tive district later called county OE. (hence 
terminal element in names of counties XII). 
OE. sdir = OHG. séira (in two glosses) 
care, official charge, poss. = *skizd t= 
*skeisd, rel. to Oltalic *koisd, repr. by L. 
ciira care, charge, CURE!. 


shirk sik tpractise fraud or trickery; 
(dial.) slink, sneak away xvil; evade (duty, 
etc.) xvii. rel to Tshirk sb., perh. -= G. 
schurke (cf. SHARK). 


shirt [5it undergarment for the trunk. 
OE. séyrte (once, as an obscure gloss on 
‘pretexta’), corr. formally to (M)LG. 
schórt(e), schorte, MDu. schorte (Du. 
schort), G. schürze apron, ON. skyrta shirt 
(whence SKIRT), based on Germ. *skurt- 
SHORT. Hence shi'rty! (sl.) out of temper 
XIX; f. phr. get (a person's) shirt (out), cause 
him to lose his temper. 

shit fit void excrement. XVII. Superseding 
(dial.) shite, OE. sditan, pp. -sciten = MLG. 
schiten (Du. schijten), OHG. skizan (G. 
scheissen), ON. skita; f. Germ. *skit- *skit- 
(whence OE. séitol purgative, sćitte diar- 
rhoa) Short i was generalized from the 
pp. shi-tteN? xiv (Ch.). prob. based on IE. 
*skheid- split, divide (see SCHISM and cf. the 
etymol. sense of excrement). Hence sb. xvt. 


shittah fi:ta species of acacia. xvii (A.V.). 
~Heb. shitta* (tt:-nt; cf. Arab. sant, 
Egyptian sont acacia). So shittim fitim 
acacia wood. xiv (Wycl. Bible). The 
earliest forms, sechym, cetyne, sethim, are 
based on Vulg. setim = Heb. shittim, pl. of 
shitta®. 

shive faiv (dial.) slice x11 (AncrR.); thin 
bung or cork xrx. ME. schive, prob. - 
MLG., MDu. schive, with assim. to Eng. 
phonetic conditions (see SH-); cf. SHEAVE. 


shiver! fiver fragment, chip. x11 (1a3.). 
Early ME. scifre, scivre, corr. to OHG. 
scivaro splinter (G. schiefer slate, for 
schieferstein), £. Germ. *skif- split, whence 
also SHEAVE, SHIVE. So shiver vb. xu (in 
tto-shiver); cf. MDu. scheveren, MHG. 
schiveren (G. schiefern). 


shiver? [ivox tremble as with cold or fear. 
xur. Early ME. chivere, superseded by 
shiver xv, prob. by assoc. with shake (cf. 
chivere and schake xtv); perh. orig. rcferring 
to chattering of the teeth (cf. chevere with 
the chin xv) and so an alt. by substitution of 
-ER* of ME. chavele, chefle wag the jaws, 
chatter, and chevele, chivele shiver (PPI1.), 
f. OE. éeafl jaw, JOWL. 

shoal! foul shallow. xvi. alt. of late ME. 
schoold, schold, Sc. schald (xiv), repr. OE. 


sc(e)ald (only in local names, e scealdan 
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SHOAL 


fleote, on scealdan ford, zt scealdeburnan 
Shalfleet, Shalford, Shalbourne) :- *skaldaz, 
rel. to SHALLOW. Hence shoal sb. shallow 
place, sandbank xvi; succeeding to late 
ME. schald, sholde, earlier shelde. 


shoal? foul large number of fish, etc., 
swimming together. late xv1. prob.—-MLG., 
MDu. schéle (adopted earlier as scoor’), 
with Eng. sound-substitution (f for Du. sy). 


shock! fok pile of sheaves of grain. ME. 
XIV, but implied earlier in AL. socca (x11), 
scoka (xii), either repr. OE. *sé(e)oc or 
-(M)LG., (M)Du. schok shock of corn, 
group of 60 units (with assim. of sx to J), in 
OS. scok == MHG. schoc(h) heap, also (as 
in G. schock) sixty; of unkn. origin. Hence 
vb. (in AL. soccáre X1v), with agent-noun in 
OE. g. pl. scocere, s(A)oker (x11—xi1I1). 


shock? [ok encounter of armed forces xvi; 
violent concussion XVII; sudden and dis- 
turbing impression on body or mind XvIII. 
In early use also tcho(c)k, tchoque = F. choc, 
f. (O)F. choquer (whence shock vb. xv1) = 
Sp. chocar, of unkn. origin. 'l'he ppl. adj. 
sho-ckinG? (xviii) appears first in the forms 
chocquing, choqueing, preceded by choquant 
(xvii), the F. prp. 


shock? fok thick mass (of hair). XIX. prob. 
for shock head, in which shock is adj. (xvi1) 
rough and thick, based on tshock, tshock- 
dog poodle (xvir), presumably var. of Tshough 
(xvi, Nashe, Sh.), of unkn. origin. 


shoddy fo-di woollen yarn obtained by 
tearing up refuse rags; cloth made of this, 
which does not show its origin. xix. Of 
dial. but obscure origin. Hence as adj. 
counterfeit and trashy. 


shoe fi outer covering for the foot OE.; 
horseshoe xiv; various transf. senses from 
xv. OE. sc6(h) = OF ris. scóh, OS. scoh (Du. 
schoen), OHG. scuoh (G. schuh), ON. skór, 
Goth. skōhs 1- Germ. *skóxaz or *skoxwaz, 
with no known cogns. OE. pl. sé(e)ós is 
normally repr. by mod. shoes; a wk.- 
inflected pl. appeared x111 and is wide- 
spread in dial. shoon. Hence shoe vb. pt., 
pp. shod fod OE. séég(e\an = MLG. 
schoi( g)en (Du. schoeien), OHG. scuohón (G. 
schuhen), ON. ska ; the doubling of d in pt. 
and pp. (Xiv) with consequent shortening of 
vowel is anticipated in late OE. unscedddum 
fétum with unshod feet, and is paralleled in 
fled, pt. and pp. of FLEE. 


shoful fou-fol counterfeit money; hansom 
cab (as an infringement of Hansom’s 
patent) xix. - Yiddish schofel worthless 
stuff, rubbish, sb. use of adj. ‘base, mean’, 
repr. German-Jewish pronunc. of Heb. 
saphdal. 

shog fog (chiefly dial.) shake, roll (Wyclif); 
jog along, go steadily on xiv. Late ME. 
s(c)hogge, parallel to contemp. schokke 


move swiftly, MLG., MHG. schocken 
swing, sway; cf. Joc. 


SHOT 


shogun fou-gun hereditary commander-in- 

chief of the Japanese army. XVII. ~ Jap. 
shogun, for sei-i-tai shógun 'barbarian-sub- 
duing great general' (shógun being sound- 
substitution for Chinese chiang chiin ‘lead 
army’). 


shoo fi excl. to drive away birds, etc. xv 
(schowe, ssou, Cath. Angl.) Of instinctive 
origin; cf. LG. schu, (M)HG. schi, F. shou, 
It. scio. Hence vb. 


shoot [üt pt., pp. shot fot go swiftly and 
suddenly; send forth (spec. missiles); 
wound or kill with a shot. OE. sézotan, pt. 
sééat, sé(uton, pp. scoten (cf. SHOTTEN) — 
OFris. skiata, OS. skietan, OHG. sciozzan 
(Du. schieten, G. schiessen), ON. skjóta t= 
CGerm. (exc. Goth.) str. vb. *skeutan, f. 
*skeut- *skaut- *skut-, whence also OE. scéat, 
sciete SHEET! and ?, scot SHOT, scotian shoot 
with arrows, séyttan sHUT. Hence sb. (xv1); 
sloping channel or conduit (cf. SHUTE) XIX. 
@ The phonetic development of shoot is as 
in CHOOSE. 


shop [op building where goods are sold 
xii (in AL. schopa X1); building set apart 
for work (xv). Aphetic - AN., OF. eschoppe 
(mod. échoppe) lean-to booth, cobbler's 
stall - MLG. schoppe, corr. to OE. sé(e)oppa 
(once, rendering Vulg. 'gazophylacium"), 
OHG. scopf porch, vestibule (G. schopf 
porch, lean-to, cartshed, barn), rel. to OE. 
séypen (dial. shippen, -on) cow-shed, MLG. 
schoppen, schuppen (whence G. schuppen) 
shed, 


shore! {501 land bordering on a piece of 
water. XIV. — (with assim. to Eng. phonetics 
as in foll.) MLG., MDu. schóre, perh. f. 
the base of SHEAR. 


shore? [5ar oblique support for the side of 
a building. xv. — (with LDu. sy assim. to f) 
MLG., MDu. schére (Du. schoor) prop, 
stay. Soshore vb. prop up. xiv. - (M)LG., 
(M)Du. schoren. 


shore? [5o1 sewer. XVI. orig. in common 
shore, perh. an application of this phr. 
(SHORE!) in the sense ‘no-man’s-land at the 
water-side, where filth was deposited for the 
tide to wash away’. @ Not a var. of SEWER} 
(common sewer is later). 


short fiat ){ long OE.; not reaching a cer- 
tain standard xiv; friable, brittle xv. OE. 
séeort = OHG.  scurz + Germ. *skurtaz 
(compar. *skurtizon, OE. séyrtra) ; cf. SHIRT, 
SKIRT. Hence sho-rtaGE (orig. U.S.) XIX. 
sho:rtco:ming (censured by De Quincey, 
1847, as a Scotticism) XVII; f. phr. come s. 
sho:rten® xvi (More, Palsgr., Coverdale); 
superseding tshort vb. (OE. to xvi). 
sho'rtHAND XVIL; repl. somewhat earlier 
Tshort-writing, tr. BRACHYGRAPHY. @ For 
cold-, hot-, red-short see COLD-SHORT. 


shot fot act of shooting; that which is shot; 
payment, share (cf. scor) OE. OE. sé(e)ot, 
gesé(ejot = OFris. skot, OS. sil|scot ‘balista’, 
MLG. (ge)scot, OHG. scoz and giscoz (G. 
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SHOTTEN 


schoss, geschoss), ON. skot :- Germ. *skutaz, 
*oaskut, f. *skut- *skeut- SHOOT. 





shotten fo-tn pp. of SHOOT, surviving in 
(arch.) s. herring herring that has spawned 
(fig. in Sh. ‘1 Hen. IV’ 11. iv. 143); see -EN®, 


shoulder [ou:ldor part of the body at which 
arm, fore-leg, or wing is attached. OE. 
séuldor (pl. in -u, perh. repr. a dual), corr. to 
OFris. skuldere, MLG. schuldere (whence 
Scand. forms) (M)Du. schouder, OHG. 
sculter(v)a (G. schulter) :- WGerm. *skuldr-, 
of unkn. origin (perh. for *skurdr-; cf. 
OHG. scarti shoulder-blade); a mutated 
form is seen in OE. (pl.) geséyldru — OS. 
sculdir, ONG. scultirra. Hence vb. push 
with the shoulder(s) x11I; support with the 
shoulder(s) xvi. Q For the same conditions 
cf. COULTER, POULTICE, MOULD, POULTRY. 


shout faut loud cry; vb. utter this. xiv. 
Late ME. schoute, poss. repr. a deriv. of 
*sküt- *skut- *sheut- send forth forcibly, 
SHOOT; cf. ON. skuta, skuti scout’. 


shove fav pt., pp. shoved favd thrust, 
push. OE. sé¢tifan, pt. sééaf, scufon, pp. 
séofen = OF ris. skiiva, MLG., MDu. schi- 
ven (Du. schuiven), OHG. sciuban (G. 
schieben), Goth. af|skiuban push away :— 
CGerm. str. vb. *skeuban, *skaub-, *skub- 
(but ON. skiufa is wk.). @ For the same 
development of 4 before v cf. bove. The 
str. pt. and pp. began to be repl. by wk. 
forms in xiv. Cf. SHOVEL. 


shovel fa-vl kind of spade. OE. séoff, corr. 
to (M)LG. schuffel, MDu. schof(f)el (Du. 
schoffel) shovel, hoe; with rel. forms show- 
ing a long vowel, as in OHG. scávala (G. 
schaufel) ; f. Germ. *sRüf- sküb- sHOVE ; see 
-EL!, 


show, shew fou pt. showed foud, pp. 
shown foun tlook at, examine OE. — xiv; 
cause to be seen, point out, exhibit; make 
known, explain Xir (Orm); be seen, appear 
xit. OE. scéawian — OFris. skawia, skowia, 
schoia, OS. skawon (Du. schouwen), OHG. 
scouwón (G. schauen) :- WGerm. wk. vb. 
*skauwójan, f. *skau- see, look (whence also 
Goth. skauns, etc. beautiful; see SHEEN) :- 
IE. *sgou-, repr. in Gr. thuo|skó(r)os priest, 
lit, ‘one who attends to sacrifices’, a form 
without initial s- being repr. by Skr. kavís 
sage, poet, Gr. keefn observe, L. cavére (see 
CAVEAT). Hence show sb. x11 (Cursor M.); 
whence showy? [ou:i making a good dis- 
play, effective xvit1 (Addison) ; superseding 
TshowisH: (xvii; freq. in xvi. @Q The 
reversal of meaning from ‘see’ to ‘cause to 
be seen’, found in ‘Ormulum’, is unexpl., all 
the continental Germ. langs. retaining the 
orig. sense. The str. pp. shown is attested in 
‘Ormulum’ (shawenn); the wk. showed, 
shewed continued till xix. The sp. shew, 
shewn, repr. orig. a falling diphthong 
(sééaw-), as against show, which repr. a rising 
diphthong (séedw-), is now of limited 
currency, 
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SHRIFT 





shower fauai fall of rain OE. ; copious fall 


(cf. missiles OE. ; of tears, etc. XiV); Tcon- 
flict, attack, pang xit. OE. scür — OFris. 
skür fit of illness, OS. skür, MDu. schuur 
(Du. schoer), OHG. scür (G. schauer) *- 
WGerm. *skira m., beside *skiiré fem. 
(whence ON. skúr shower of rain, of missiles, 
Goth. skiira storm). Hence vb. XVI. 


shrapnel fræ'pnəl shell that bursts scatter- 


ing bullets. xix (S. shell, 1806). f. name of 
General Henry Shrapnel (1761-1842), who 
invented this shell during the Peninsular 
War. 


shred fred fragment cut or broken off 


OE. ; fragment of textile material, also fig. 
xiV. OE. *séread (pl. séréada), séréade, corr. 
to OFris. skréd hair-cutting, clipping of 
coin, OS. skród, MLG. schrót, schrát, cut 
off piece (Du. schroot = G.), OHG. scrōt 
G. schrot); f. WGerm. *skraud- *skreud- 
*skriid~ cut; see SHROUD and cf. SCREED, So 
shred vb. tpare, trim OE.; cut into small 
strips or slices xIv. OE. séréadian = OF ris. 
*skréda (whence skrédare clipper of coin). 
So vb., pt., pp. shredded, shred. 


shrew! fra mammal of the genus Sorex, 


formerly held to be venomous. OE. séréawa, 
sérdwa shrewmouse, rel. to OHG. scrawaz 
dwarf, MHQG. schrawaz, schrat, schróuwel 
devil, Icel. skroggr old man, Norw. skrogg 
wolf, skrugg dwarf, Sw. dial. skrugge devil, 
skragga. Comp. shrew-MOUSE. XVI. 


shrew? [fra tmalignant man XIII; person 


(now, woman) given to railing xIv. perh. 
transf. use of prec., but poss. spec. applica- 
tion of a word meaning ‘ill-disposed being’. 
shrew-isH! Twicked xiv; ill-natured, given 
to scolding xvi (‘I was neuer curst: I haue 
no gift at all in shrewishnesse’ Sh.). 


shrewd frūd (dial.) wicked xiv (Mannyng); 


thurtful, dangerous, grievous, serious XIV 
(Trevisa); (arch.) severe, hard xv (Caxton); 
ftcunning, artful, (eulogistically) astute, 
sagacious XVI. ME. schrewed(e), f. SHREW? -+ 
-ED?, as in CRABBED, DOGGED, WICKED, 
WRETCHED ; but some of the senses suggest 
that the formation is a pp. (-ED!) of shrew? 
vb. curse (cf. BESHREW), quasi ‘cursed’. 


shriek frik utter a loud sharp shrill cry. 


xvi. Also ‘tshreak, tshretk; parallel to 
(dial.) screak (xv) - ON. skréhja; other 
shr- forms are (dial) shrike (XII) and 
shrítch (xix), repr. the base of OE. séric- 
éettan. Cf. SCREECH. 


shrievalty frivəlti office of a sheriff. xvi. 


f. shrieve (Xv—-XIX), SHERIFF -alty, repr. OF. 
-alté (mod. -auté), as in mayoralty. 


shrift [rift (ftpenance imposed after) 


auricular confession. OE. sérift, corr. to 
OFris. skrift, (M)Du. schrift, OHG. scrift 
(G. schrift), ON. skript, skrift; f. SHRIVE; 
see -Tl, Q The meanings ‘penance’, ‘con- 
fession’ are confined to Eng. and Scand. 


SHRIKE 





‘prescribed penalty’; the other langs. have 
only the senses immed. connected with 
writing. 
shrike fraik butcher-bird. xvi (Turner). 
Of obscure origin ; phonetically corr. forma- 
tions are OE. séric thrush, MLG. schrik 
corncrake, sóllskríkja snow-bunting, Sw. 
shrika jay, rel. to vbs. cited under SHRIEK. 
shrill [ril of high-pitched piercing tone. 
xiv (Ch.). Contemp. with ME. shrille vb.: 
superseding (dial.) shille adj. and vb., OE. 
*sciell, séyl, and *sdiellan, séyllan; cf. LG. 
schrell, G. schrill, rel. to OE. séralletan, Du. 
schrallen, Ycel. skrólta; f. Germ. *skral-, 
*skrel-, 


shrimp  [rimp crustacean of the genus 
Crangon ; puny person. xrv. Obscurely rel. 
to MLG. schrempen contract, wrinkle, 
schrimpen wrinkle the nose, schrumpen 
wrinkle, fold (whence G. schrumpfen), 
MHG. schrimpf, schrimpfen contract, ON. 
skreppa slip away, and SCRIMP. Cf. CRIMP. 
shrine frain tbox, chest; repository for a 
saint’s relics OE.; casket for a dead body, 
tomb xiv (Ch), temple, church xvi 
(Milton). OE. scrin = OFris. skrīn, MLG. 
schrin, MDu. schrine (Du. schrijn), OHG. 
scrint (G. schrein), ON. skrin; CGerm. (not 
in Gothic) — L. scrinitum case or chest for 
books or papers (repr. widely in Rom. and 
Balto-Slavic). 


shrink frink pt. shrank frenk, pp. 
shrunk frank, shru:nken wither, cower, 
huddle OE. ; become reduced in size or ex- 
tent XIII; retreat, recoil xIv ; trans. xiv. OE. 
sérincan, pt. séranc, sdruncon, pp. (ge)- 
séruncen, corr. to Sw. skrynka wrinkle (OSw. 
skrunkin, pp. shrivelled, wrinkled), Norw. 
skrekka, skrakka. Shrunk, reduced form of 
shrunken pp., is now differentiated from the 
latter by being applied to the condition of 
being contracted by immersion or lowering 
of temperature. 


shrive fraiv pt. tshrove  [rouv (cf. 
SHROVETIDE), pp. shriven fri-vn hear the 
confession of OE.; pass. (OE.), refl. and 
intr. (xit) make one's confession. OE. 
sérifan, pt. sérdf, sérifon, pp. (ge)sérifen 
assign, devise, impose as a sentence or 
penance, regard, care for = OFris. skriva 
write, impose penance, OS. skriban, OHG. 
scriban write, paint, describe, prescribe 
(Du. schrijven, G. schreiben write, spell); 
WGerm. str. vb. (in ON. wk. and with 
short 7, skrifa)- L. 
SCRIBE). 

shrivel frivl become, cause to become, 


contracted and wrinkled. xvi. poss. of ON. 
origin (cf. Sw. dial. skryvla wrinkle). 


shroff frof. xvir. Anglo-Indian alt. of the 
source of SARAF. 


shroud fraud A. tgarment OE.; winding- 
sheet ; veil, screen xv1; B. Tplace of shelter 
XIV; (pl) crypt, vault xv1; C. (pl) ship's 





and appear to have arisen from a sense of 


scribere write (cf. 


SHUT 


ropes leading from a mast-head xv. OE. 
sérüd, corr. to ON. skrad and skrudi fittings, 
gear, ornaments, apparel, furniture, textile 
fabric, f£. Germ. *skrid- *skreud- cut (see 
SHRED). Hence shroud vb. Tclothe; cover, 
screen XIII; repl. tshride :*- OE. sérydan 
(*skrūðjan) = ON. skryda. 


Shrovetide frou-vtaid the three days pre- 


ceding Ash Wednesday. xv. Abnormally 
f. pt. stem shrév- of SHRIVE-+TIDE sb. So 
Shrove Tuesday (xv). Q The reference is to 
the practice of going to confession before 
Lent. 


shrub! frab woody plant smaller than a tree. 


OE. sérubb and sérybb (both evidenced once 
prob. in sense ‘shrubbery, underwood’). 
The basic meaning may be ‘rough plant or 
bush’ and the foll. appear to be rel. forms: 
NFris. skrobb broom, brushwood, WFlem. 
schrobbe climbing wild pea or vetch, Norw. 
skrubba dwarf cornel, Da. dial. skrub brush- 
wood. Cf. scRUB?, Hence shru:bbzny. xviii. 


shrub? frab drink prepared from acid fruit, 


etc. XVIII. -— Arab. surb, Saráb, f. Sariba 
vb. drink; cf. SHERBET, SYRUP. 


shrug frag shiver, shudder xiv; raise (the 


shoulders) in disdain, etc. xv. Of u 
origin; the occas. vars. shrukke (xv), shruck 
(xvI) and some affinity of sense suggest 
comparison with Sw. dial. skrugge, skrukka 
crouch, Da. skrugge, skrukke duck the head, 
but no point of contact can be made out. 


shuba fū'ba fur gown or greatcoat. XVI. 


= Russ. skúba. 


shuck fak (dial., U.S.) husk xvi1; valueless 


thing (pl. used as int.) xix. Of unkn. origin. 


shudder [A:dox tremble convulsively. xir. 


ME. shod(d)er - ML(G.schoderen, MDu.schü- 
deren (whence G. schaudern, Sw. skudra), 
frequent. (see -ER*) f. Germ. *sküd- shake, 
repr. in various synon. formations, as OFris. 
schedda, OS. skuddian, (M)LG. schudden, 
OHG. scutten (G. schiitten, whence fre- 
quent. schiittern), scutisõn. Hence sb. XVII 


(Sh 


shuffle fa:fl Evidenced in the latter half of 


XVI in a series of senses expressive of push- 
ing along, putting together, into, or off in a 
disorderly or evasive manner, and the like. 
— or cogn. w. LG. schuffeln, based on Germ. 
*skuf-; see SHOVE, -LE*. 


shun fan Tabhor OE.; avoid, eschew xit. 


OE. scunian (chiefly in à-, onscuntan); a 
peculiarly Eng. vb. of unkn. origin. 


shunt fant tswerve, shy, shrink away XIII; 


(dial.) shove xv1II; move (a railway train) 
from one line to another xix. ME. schunte, 
perh. a deriv. of SHUN. 


shut fat pt, pp. shut Tfasten (a bolt), (a 


door, etc.) with a bolt; move (a door, etc.) 
so as to close an aperture XIII. OE. séyttan 
(more freq. in the comp. fors¢yttan) = 
OFris. sketta, (M)LG, (M)Du. schutten 
shut up, obstruct :- WGerm. "skuttjan, f. 
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SHUTE SIDE 
hiss, whistle, f. sibilus whistling sound, of 
imit. origin; see -ANT. So sibila’TIon. 
xvit (Bacon). - late L. 


Sibyl si-bil woman possessing powers of 
divination. xt11 (Cursor M.). — OF. Sibile 
(mod. Sibylle) or medL. Sibilla, L. Sibylla, 
Sibulla- Gr. Síbulla, explained in the 
Doric form Siobilla, by Jerome, as for 
Theoboulé ‘divinely wise’. So Si-bylline’. 
xvi (North). - L. 


sic sik L. sic so, thus, used parenthetically 
to indicate authenticity. 





*skut- *skeut- SHOOT. The normal repr. of 
OE. séyttan is shit(te), the prevailing form 
down to xvI, except for the south-eastern 
shet(te), used by Ch. and Gower; the form 
shut was taken into standard Eng. from the 
west midlands. Hence shutter! XVII; 
short for ‘+window-shutter (xviI), repl. 
earlier Tzindow-shut and simple shut. 


shute fat channel for conveying water to 

a lower level xvii; steep channel down 
which stuff is shot xix. Partly var. of 
SHOOT sb., partly var. sp. of CHUTE. 


shuttle fa-tl weaver’s instrument for shoot- 
ing the thread of the weft backwards and 
forwards. xIv. repr. OE. séytel dart, 


sicca siko orig. newly coined rupee. XVII 
(secau, siccau). ~ Hind. sikka — Arab. (Pers.) 
sikkah die for coining, impression on 


arrow, corr. to ON. skutill harpoon, bolt := 
Germ. *scutilaz, f. *skut- sHOOT ; rel. forms 
in Scand. langs. have acquired the same 
sense, viz. Sw., Da. skyttel, Da. skytte, 
Norw. skyt, skjøt; see -LEŁ. 


shy! fai teasily frightened OE.; timidly 
averse to meeting anything xv1; unwilling 
to commit oneself xvir. OE. séeoh (also in 
sééohméd of timid mind) = OHG. *scioh, 
MHG. schtech (G. scheu is a new formation) 
:- Germ. *skeuy(w)az, whence also OHG. 
scituhen (G. scheuen shun, scheuchen scare); 
rel. by gradation to MDu. schuwe, schu (Du. 
schuw), Norw. skygg, OSw., Da. sky 
*sku(g)waz timid; cf. ESCHEW. @] The 
phonetic development of fai from OE. 
sééoh is parallel to that of THIGH. Hence 
vb. XVII. 


money ; cf, SEQUIN. 


sick sik ill, ailing OE. ; out of condition xiv; 


weary of XVI; inclined to vomit, vomiting 
xvi. OE. séoc = OF ris. siadk, OS. siok, 
OHG. sioh (Du. ziek, G. siech), ON. sjúkr, 
Goth. stuks -CGerm. *seukaz, of unkn. 
origin. There is evidence that ë of ME. sék 
had been raised to 7 in some areas perh, 
c.1200; the form sik(e), which rhymes with 
lik(e), e.g. in Ch. and Gower, and is indi- 
cated by the sp. syke as late as XVI, was 
normally shortened in sickness (OE. séocnes), 
whence the form sick in the simplex. The 
raising and shortening of & were prob. 
assisted by the forms of OE. siclian be ill, 
pp. sic(c)lod, and *sicol in bad health, pl. 
sicle, ME. sikel, early modE. sickle. Hence 


sickEeN? xi. si: cktv! xiv ; prob. after ON. 
sjükligr ; whence vb. xvir (Sh.). 


sicker sikor (north. since c.1500) safe, 
secure, sure. OE. sicor = OF ris., OS. sikor 
(MDu. seker, Du. zeker), OHG. sikhur (G. 
sicher); early WGerm. = late form *sicurus 
of L. séciirus SECURE. 


sickle si‘kl reaping-hook with toothed edge. 
OE. sicol, sicel = MLG., MDu. sekele, 
stkele (Du. zikkel), OHG. sichila (G. sichel) 
— var. *sicila of (Campanian) L. secula (cf. 
It. segolo), £. secáre cut (see SECTION). 


side faid long surface or part )( top, 
bottom, or end; place or aspect with 
reference to a centre; lateral slope, shore, 
etc. OE.; situation with respect to an 
opinion XIII. OE. side = OfFris., OS. side, 
OHG. sita (Du. züde, zij, G. seite), ON. 
sida :- CGerm. (exc. Gothic) *sid6, prob. 
f. *sidaz adj. extending lengthways, long, 
deep, low (OE. sid, MDu. side, zide, ON. 
sidr, whence adv. OE. side, MLG., MDu. 
side), and rel. further to OE. szp late, etc. (see 
SINCE). Hence side vb. xv. sidelong 
sai'dlog sideways, obliquely ; also adj. xvr. 
alt. of sideling (XIV); see -LING’, -LONG; and 
cf. MLG., MDu. sideling(e), (Du. zijdelings), 
OSw. sidholangs, ODa. sidelangs. sidesMAN 
saitdzmen churchwarden’s assistant. XVII. 
alt. of Tsideman (xvi-xvii), ʻa man who 
stands at the side of a churchwarden’, 
si:dewavs, T-WwisE from one side, laterally, 
obliquely. xvi. sidinGc' saidig taking 


shy? fai throw (a missile). xvirt. The 
earliest exx. refer to throwing at cocks with 
sticks (cf. cockshy) and suggest that this vb. 
was derived from Tshy-cock (perh. orig.) 
a cock that refused to fight or to be caught 
(suy?!) ; but the source remains obscure. 


shyster fai-stor (U.S. sl.) tricky lawyer, 
unscrupulous business man, etc. XIX. prob. 
based on G. scheisser, agent-noun of 
scheissen SHIT, with substitution of -STER. 
Cf. SHICER. 


Si si (mus.) seventh note of the scale in 
solmization. XVIII. = F. si = It. si, supposed 
to be made from the initials of Sancte 
Iohannes, for which see UT. 


sialagogue sai-slogog medicine that pro- 
duces saliva. xvi. — F. szalagogue - modL. 
sialagógus, £. Gr. síalon saliva 4- agógós lead- 
ing, drawing forth, f. dgein lead (see ACT). 


siamang saitomen large ape with long 
black hair. xix. Malay si(y)dmang, f. 
dmang black. 


Siamese saiomi*z pert. to, native of, Siam. 
XVII. See -ESE. 


sib sib related by blood, now (exc. dial.) 
spec. of canaries; OE. sib(b) — OFris. sibbe, 
MDu. sib(b), OHG. sippi, ON. pl. fem. 
sifjar, Goth. un|sibjis (sibja relationship), of 
unkn. origin. 

sibilant si:bilont having a hissing sound. 
xvi. = L. sibilant-, -dns, prp. of sibildre 
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SIDERAL 


SIKH 





sides XVII; concr. piece of something at the 
side xvir. sidle said! move obliquely, 
edge along xvii; back-formation from stide- 
ling, sidelong, after vbs. in -LE?. 


sideral srdorol, sardorel pert. to the stars. 
XVI. —- L. siderális, f. sider-, sidus constella- 
tion, star. So sidereaL! saidiə'riəl. XVIL. 
f. L. sidereus. 


siderite si-dorait, sar dorait Tloadstone xv1; 
various min. uses from XVIII., In early use 
= F. sidérite or L. sidérités, -itis - Gr. 
sidēritēs, -îtis, f. sídēros iron; in later use f. 
Gr. sidéros; see -ITE. 


sidero- si:dorou, saidio-rou. comb. f. of Gr. 
sidéros iron, in names of minerals (xvi11), 
and var. techn. terms. 


siege sid; investing of a place with an 
army. XIII (Cursor M.). ME. sege - OF. 
sege (mod. siège), f. assegier (mod. assiéger) 
BESIEGE. @ Distinct from ME. sege, later 
siege seat, now only in techn. uses derived 
from modF. siège = Pr. setge :- Rom. 
*sedicum. 


sienna sie:no (ferruginous earth used as) a 
reddish-brown pigment. xvin. Earlier 
terra-sienna, for 1t. terra di Sienna 'earth of 
Sien(n)a', a town in Tuscany. 


sierra sie'ro mountain range in Spain, etc. 
XVII. — Sp. sierra = L. serra saw (cf. 
SERRATED). 


siesta sie:sto afternoon rest taken in hot 
climates. xvii. — Sp. szesta (Pg. sesta) :- L. 
sexta (sc. hora) sixrH hour of the day; cf. 
SEXT. 


Sieve siv vessel with a mesh for separating 
coarser from finer particles. OE. sife — 
MLG., MDu. seve (Du. zeef), OHG. sib, 
sib (G. sieb) :- WGerm. *sibi, which was 
applied spec. to the finer kinds as opp. to 
RIDDLE. The present sp. repr. the ME. séve 
with orig. ï lengthened to é, but the pronunc. 
repr. orig. i. 


sift sift pass through a sieve. OE. siftan = 
MLG., MDu. siften, sichten (Du. ziften), 
whence G. sichten; f. *sib- (see prec.). 


sigh sai emit a deep breath expressing 
weariness, pain, or relief. First in ME. pt. 
sizide, syhid, sighed, gerund sy3ing, sighing 
(xiri), based on the stem of sihte, sizte (pt. 
Tsight was in literary use till xvi1), wk. pt. of 
tsiche :- OE. sican (orig. str. ; cf. pt. on|sác) ; 
dial. side-developments are: sike (X11), sick 
(xv), evolved from 2nd and 3rd pres. ind. 
OE. sicst, sich; sithe (xiv, now dial) by a 
sporadic change of x to bp, 5; Sc. sich six 
(Barbour); sife, sif; of unkn. origin. Hence 
sb. XIV. 


sight sait thing seen, spectacle OE.; eye- 
sight, vision; show, display, (hence) lot 
XIV; device to guide the eye xvi. OE. sihp, 
more usu. gesihp, gestht (see v-), corr. to OS. 
gisiht, MLG. sichte, MDu. sicht (Du. zicht), 
OHG., MHG. (ge)sicht (G. gesicht; sicht 
xix - LG.) sight, vision, face, appearance; 


WGerm. deriv. of *sey(w)- SEE!; see -Tl. 
Hence si:ghtry! Tvisible; pleasing to the 
sight. XVI; now more freq. in UNSIGHTLY. 


sigil sid3zil seal or signet; occult sign. xvir. 


sigla si:glo characters used as abbreviations. 
XVHI. Late L. sigla, perh. for singula, n.pl. 
of singulus SINGLE; cf. singulæ litteræ, so 
used. 


sigma sigmo name of the Gr. letter Z, o, « 
(i.e. s), uncial C. xvii. So si'gmoiD. XVII. 
— Gr. sigmoeidés. 


sign sain gesture to convey a meaning; 
mark having a meaning, token XIII ; division 
of the zodiac XIV; device for a shop or inn 
XV. — (O)F. signe — L. signum mark, token, 
the organic reprs. of which in Rom. are 
(O)F. seing seal, Pr. senh, Sp. sefía, Pg. senha 
(from the pl), It. segno, Rum. semn. So 
sign vb. mark with a sign xIv; affix one’s 
mark or name (to) xv. ~ (O)F. signer = L. 
signàre, f. signum. signal! srgnol sigrf or 
token (of); sign agreed upon xvi (Sh.). 
~(O)F. signal, alteration of earlier seignal, 
corr. to Pr. senhal, Sp. sefial, It. segnale :— 
Rom. (medL.) signále, sb. use of n. of late L. 
signális, £. signum SIGN ; see -AL!. (As used 
by Ch. and Gower, an independent early 
adoption; cf. Gower's use of AN. signal.) 
Hence signal vb. xIx. signalize. XVII. 
signal? si'gnəl striking, remarkable. xvir. 
— F. signalé, earlier Tsegnalé — 1t. segnalato, 
pp. of segnalare make illustrious, f. segnale 
(see above). For the loss of final syll. cf. 
ASSIGN’, COSTIVE, DEFILE?*. signatory? 
tused in sealing xvir; (forming) one of 
those whose signatures are attached XIX. 
L. szgnátórius. signatuRE srgnotjor (Sc.) 
writing presented to the Baron of Ex- 
chequer as the ground of a royal grant; 
person's name as authentication of a docu- 
ment xvi; character. In the first sense rep]. 
Sc. tsignator — F. signature (— It. segnatura) 
or medL. signatura, f. pp. stem of L. 
szgnáre. SignET signit small seal. xiv 
(Ch., Gower). —(O)F. signet (whence also 
(M)LG., (M)Du. signet) or-medL. sig- 
nétum, dim. of signe, signum SIGN. signi- 
ficaNCE  signrfikons meaning XV; im- 
portance xvii. ~ OF. significance or L, 
significantia, f. prp. of significãre, f. signum 
SIGN; see -ANCE. So significANT. XVI. 
-L. significant-, -àáns. significaTION. 
xii (Cursor M.). -(O)F. - L. signigv. 
XII. —- (OJ)F. sczgnifier — L. significare. signi- 
ficavit srignifikervit (eccl. law) form of 
writ. XIV (Ch.). ard s. pt. ind. of L. stzgni- 
ficdre. Cf. assign, consign, design, insignia, 
resign, etc. 
signor, signior sirnjóri sir, Mr.; man of 
distinction or authority. xvi. = It. signor, 
clipped form of signore (== SEIGNEUR, 
SEÑOR, SENHOR) := L. seniérem, senior 
SENIOR, SIRE, So signora sinjoro title of 
respect corr. to madam, Mrs. xvii. 


Sikh sik, sik member of a military com- 
munity of the Punjab, established orig. as 
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SILAGE 
a religious sect. XVIII. ~ Hindi sikh = Skr. 
sishya disciple. 


Silage sailid3  ensilage. 
SILAGE, after SILO. 


silence saitlans abstinence from speech XIII 
(AncrR.); absence of sound xiv (Wycl. 
Bible, Trevisa). ~ (O)F. silence, corr. to Pr. 
silenct, Sp. silencio, It. silenzio — L. silentium, 
f. silent-, siléns, prp. of silére be silent; see 
-ENCE. Similarity of form and meaning are 
seen in Gr. sigé silence, siopán, Goth. 
ana|silan, G. schweigen. So si'lENT. xvi. 
- L. prp. 


silene sailini genus of caryophyllaceous 
plants typifying the tribe Szlenew; plant 
belonging to this; catchfly. xvir. modL. 
- L. Silénus — Gr. Seilénós species of satyr. 


Silesia sailizjo, -jo name of a province in 
eastern Germany. xvii. Latinized f. G. 
Schlesien. 


silhouette silue-t portrait or picture in 
solid black. xix. From F. phr. à la 
silhouette, f. name of Étienne de "Silhouette 
(1709-67), controller-general in 1759; but 
divergent reasons are given for the applica- 
tion. 


silica siliko (chem.) dioxide of silicon. 
c.1800. f. L. silic-, silex flint, after alumina, 
etc. Hence sidlicaTE?. So silickoUus sili. fios 
pert. to flint or silica. xvi. f. L. siliceus. 
sili:iciuv. xix (H. Davy, 1808); repl. by 
silicon si:dlikon. xix (T. Thomson, 1817). 


siliqua srlikwa (bot.) pod of seeds of the 
mustard family. xvin. So _ si-liquose’, 
si‘liquous. XVII. 


Silk silk (fabric made from) the soft 
lustrous fibre woven by certain moths that 
feed on mulberry leaves. OE. sioloc, 
seol(e)c, for *siluc, corr. to ON. silki pp., 
and OSI. felhü (Russ. shelk), Lith. silkai, 
OPruss. (genitive) silkas — L. *sericum, for 
séricum, n. of séricus, f. séres - Gr. Séres 
(see SERGE), oriental people from whom silk 
was first obtained ‘and passed through 
Slavonic countries into the Baltic trade. 
Hence si-lkEN?. OE. soel(o)cen. si-IkworM. 
OE. seolcwyrm. silkv!. xvm. 


sill sil beam forming the foundation of a 
wall OE. ; lower horizontal part of a window 
opening xv; threshold xvr. OE., syll, sylle 
= MLG. sulle, sul, MDu. sulle, rel. to 
MLG., MDu. sille, ON. svill, syll, and 
MHG. swelle, OHG. swelli, swella (G. 
schwelle threshold), Goth. ga|suljan found, 
establish, sulja sole, and perh. to L. solea 
SOLE}. 


silabub, syllabub  si-lobab dish of 
milk curdled with wine, etc. xvi. The 
earliest exx. show sol-, sul-, sel-, sil-; to- 
gether with synon. (dial.) szllibouk ; of unkn. 
origin. 

silly sili (dial) deserving of pity xv; 
Tweakly ; Tsimple, ignorant ; feeble-minded, 
foolish. xvi. Later form of seely (orig.) 


xix. Alt. f. EN- 


SIMONY 


happy, blessed :- OE. *s&lig (as in uns#lig 
unhappy, sliglide, adv.) and gesé#lig, corr. 
to OF ris. sélich, OS., OHG. sdlig (Du. zalig, 
G. selig) :- - WGerm. *scliza, f. *sæli luck, 
happiness (OE. sal) sb. f. CGerm. base 
repr. also by ON. s#il happy, Goth. séls 
good, and abstr. sb. OE. szlp, etc., ON. 
sæld :- *szlipé. 

silo sai'ou pit or underground chamber for 
storing grain, etc, XIX. — Sp. silo (whence 
also F. silo) :- L. siru-s- Gr. sirds pit to 
keep corn in. Cf. ENSILAGE. 


silphium  si-lfiom Mediterranean plant 
yielding a gum resin. xvii. -L.- Gr. 
silphion. 


silt silt fine sand, etc., deposited as sedi- 
ment. xv (Promp. Parv.). The earliest exx. 
are from E. Anglia; of uncertain origin, but 
prob. denoting orig. a salty deposit, and so 
perh. — a Scand. word repr. by Norw., Da. 
sylt, Norw. and Sw. dial. sylta salt marsh, 
sea beach, corr. to OLG. sulta (LG. suite, 
sülte; Du. zult), OHG sulza (G. sülze) salt 
marsh, salt pan, brine, f. Germ. *suit- *salt- 
SALT (cf. OE. un(ge)sylt unsalted, Du. gilt 
salty). 


Silurian! sailjus:rion pert. to the ancient 
British tribe of Silures xvii ; (geol.) pert. to 
a series of paleozoic rocks immediately 
below the Devontian XIX ; see -IAN. 


Silurian? sailj'rion pert. to the family 
Siluride of fishes. xix. f. L. siürus 
— Gr. sílouros ; see -1AN. Also Silu-rorp. 


silvan see SYLVAN. 


silver sidlvoi precious metal ranking next to 
gold. OE. siolfor, seolfor — OFris. sel(o)ver, 
OS. silubar, stlobar, OHG. sil(a)bar, silbir 
(Du. zilver, G. silber), ON. silfr, Goth. 
silubr, CGerm. *silubr-, rel. indeterminately 
to various Balto-Sl. forms, perh. all ult. of 
Oriental origin. 


simian simion ape-lke. xvir. f. L. simia, 
perh. f. simus —- Gr. simós snub-nosed, flat- 
nosed ; see -IAN. 


similar similar thomogeneous (Bacon); 
like, alike (Cotgr.) xvii Earlier similary 
XVI (common in xvii) - F. similaire (cf. 
Sp., Pg. similar) or medL. simlàris, £. L. 
similis, based on IE. *sem- *som- (cf. HOMO-, 
SAME, SIMULTANEOUS); see -AR, -ARY. Hence 
or- F. simila'rıry. xvi. So similirupe 
simi:ditjad. xiv (Ch.). - (O)F. or L. 

simmer si'moei be at a point short of boil- 
ing point. xvii (H. More). Later form of 


(dial.) Tsimper (xv), perh. of imit. origin; 
see -ER*. 


simnel simnol bread made of fine flour. 
Xii (Havelok). - OF. simenel (mod. dial. 
simnel), derived ult. from L. simila (whence 
OHG. semala, G. semmel), simildgé, or Gr. 
semídális fine flour (cf. SEMOLINA). 


simony sai'moni, sitmoni traffic in sacred 
things. xur (AncrR.). = (O)F. simonie - 
late L. simonia, f. name of Simon Magus in 
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SIMOOM 


allusion to his offer of money to the 
Apostles Peter and John for the gift of 
conferring the Holy Ghost (Acts viii 18, 19); 
see -Y?. So simoniac si-, saimou-niek 
XIV (sb.; adj. xvit). —(O)F. sitmoniaque or 
medL. simóniacus; simoniacAL! si-, sai- 
mónai:ekol. xvi. Several other formations 
were current XIV—XVI. 


simoom  simü:m hot suffocating sand- 
wind. xvin. — Arab. samüm, f. samm vb. 
poison. Cf. F. simoun, G. samum. 


simper simpor smile in a self-conscious 
or affected way. xvi. Similar forms with 
rel, meanings in Scand. langs., MDu., and 
G. may be the immed. source or point to a 
CGerm. imit. origin with the suffix -ER'; 
a close resemblance is seen in whimper. 


simple simpl A. free from duplicity ; free 

from pride x111; B. of humble condition; 
ordinary, homely XIII; deficient in know- 
ledge xiv; silly xvir ; C. with nothing added 
XIV; not complex xv. sb. pl. persons of 
humble status; unlettered people XIV; sg. 
(gram.) simplex ; (arch.) uncompounded sub- 
stance, herb for use as such xvi, —(O)F. 
simple = Pr., Sp., Pg. simple = L. simplus 
(whence It. scempio), corr. to Gr. hapldos, 
f. *sm- *sem- (cf. semper always, SEMPI- 
TERNAL) *som- (cf. HOMO-, SAME)+ *pl-, as 
in duplus DOUBLE, triplus TRIPLE, etc. (cf. 
-FOLD). Hence sbmpr.v?. xim (RGlouc.); 
with contr. as in gently, nobly, singly. So 
simplex si'mpleks consisting of a single 
part Xv1; sb. (gram.) uncompounded word 
XIX. L., with second el. as in duplex, 
multiplex, ~plic- (see PLyY'). simpliciry 
-i*siti. xiv (Ch.). —(O)F. or L., f. simplic-, 
simplex. si-mpliry. xvi. -F. —medL. 
si:mplifica-TION. xv11; so F. 


simpleton si-mplten silly person. XVII. 
f. SIMPLE+-TON, aS in many surnames 
derived from place-names; cf. zdleton idle 
fellow (xvn), tstllyton (xvii), and the 
use of -by (ON. býr; cf. BY-LAW), as in 
idle(s)by, lewdsby, rudesby, sneaksby, sure(s)by, 
qwigsby. 

simulacre si:mjuleikes (arch.) image. xiv. 
—-L. simula:crum (xvi), which is now esp. 
used for ‘mere image’ ; f. stmuldre (see next). 


simulate si-mjuleit assume falsely the 
appearance of. XVII. = pp. stem of L. 
simulāre, f. similis SIMILAR; see -ATE?. So 
simuLA' TION. XIV. — OF. or L. Cf. pis- 
SEMBLE. 


simultaneous  simolteinios existing or 
operating at the same time. xvir. f. L. 
simul at the same time, prob. after instan- 
taneous or momentaneous; see SAME, -EOUS. 
@ Rare medL. simultãneus means ‘simu- 
lated’; F. simultané is recorded only from 
XVIII. 


simurgh sitm31g monstrous bird of Persian 
legend. xvin. — Pers. simurgh, f. Pahlavi 
sin (Ay. saéna, Skr. cyena) eagle + murgh 
bird. 


SING 


sin sin transgression of the divine law. OE. 
syn(n) wrongdoing, offence, (also) enmity 
(= *sunjd), rel. to other Continental forms 
with dental, as OFris. sende, OS. sundea, 
OHG. sunt(e)a, sund(e)a (G. stinde), ON. 
synd; taken to be cogn. with L. sont-, sóns 
guilty (see also soorH). So sin vb. OE. 
syngian (:- *sunnizójan), ME. süngen, singen, 
sunigen, -i3en, was repl. by sinne, based 
on the sb. Cf. ON. syndgast refl. vb. 
sinapism sitnopizm mustard plaster. XVII. 
- F, sinapisme or late L. sindpismus ~ Gr. 
sindpismós use of a mustard plaster (sind- 
pisma), f. sindpi mustard, of Egyptian 
origin; see -ISM. 
since sins adv. tthereupon; from then till 
now; ago, before now xv; prep. from (a 
certain time) till now xvi; conj. from the 
time that; seeing that xv. Late ME. synnes, 
syns; either (i) reduced form of Tsithenes 
(xiV), f. Tsithen, OE. sippon, sippan, sib bàm 
after that (cf. G. seztdem since), i.e. szp after 
= OS. sid, OHG. sid (G. seit), ON. stdr 
less, Goth. -seips (in ni banaseips no longer), 
prep. compar. adv. meaning ‘later’, the base 
of which is rel. to synon. L. sétius; or (ii) 
directly f. (dial.) sin (xiv), syncopated form 
of Tsithen -- -s. For the sp. cf. hence, 
once, etc. 
sincere sinsio‘:: not falsified, adulterated, 
or feigned. xvi. = L. síncérus (whence F. 
sincère, Sp., It. sincero). So since-riTy 
sinse'ríti, XVI. = L. 
sinciput si'nsipat (anat.) front part of the 
skull. xvi. - L. sinciput, for *senciput, f. 
sémi~ half, SEMI--}+-caput HEAD. 


sine! sain (math.) one of the three trigono- 
metrical functions (cf. secant, tangent). XVI. 
— med. use of L. sinus bend, bay, fold of 
toga, bosom (see SINUS), used to translate 
Arab. jaib bosom (cf. JiBBAH) in this sense, 


sine? sai:ni without. L. (see SUNDER). L. phr. 
sine die saini dari without a day (sc. 
being specified) XVII; sine qua non sarni 
kwei non ‘without which (thing causd) not’, 
indispensable (thing) xvi1; cf. Gr. dv ov« 
dvev ‘which things not without’. 


sinecure sainikjuoz, si'n- benefice without 
cure of souls; position with emolument but 
without duties xvi. = J.. (beneficium) sine 
ciird see SINE", CURE. 


sinew si'nju tendon OE.; mainstay, chief 

support (sinews of war money, after L. 
nervi belli pecunia, Cicero ‘Philippics’ v ii 5) 
xvi. OE. sin(e)we, sionwe, seonew-, obl. 
forms of sinu, seonu = OFris. sini, sin(e), 
(M)LG., MDu., MHG. sene (Du. zeen, 
G. sehne), ON. sin :- CGerm. (exc. Gothic) 
*senawo (the w of the stem appears also in 
OS. sinewa (MDu. zenuwe, Du. zenuw), 
OHG. senawa. 


sing sin pt. sang sen (formerly also sung 
xvi-early XiX), pp. sung san, utter with 
musical inflexions of the voice. OE. 
singan, pt. sang, sungon, pp. sungen = OFris. 
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SINGE 


siunga, sionga, OS., OHG. singan (Du. 
zingen, G. singen), ON. syngva, Goth. 
siggwan :- CGerm. *seņgwan, rel. to Gr. 
omphé voice += *soņgwā. comp. si:Bg-song 
jingling verse XVII; informal concert XVIII; 
formed on the model of DING-DONG (xvI). 


singe siniz burn lightly. OE. sendégan 
(sænćģan), usu. besenćġan = OF ris. senga, 
sendza, OS.  bisengian (Du. zengen), 
(M)HG. sengen:- WGerm.  *saggjan, f. 
*sang- *sepg- *sugg-, repr. also by Du. 
sengel spark, MHG. senge dryness, sinc(-g-) 
singeing, sungen, Icel. sangr singed, Norw. 
sengla, sengra smell of burning, OSI. 
pré|sqciti dry, sqcilo oven. 


Singhalese see SINHALESE. 


single si:ygl unaccompanied; unmarried ; 
individual ; not double xiv ; separate xv ; one 
(one or an) only xvi. ME. sengle— OF. sengle, 
single =~ L. singulu-s f. sim- as in SIMPLE+ 
dim. suffix *-go--+ *-lo-, corr. in formation 
to Goth. aznakls solitary, f. *aina- ONE -- 
*-ha---*-la-. Hence single vb. separate, 
pick out. xvi. singlet si-nglit unlined 
undergarment for the trunk. xvi1I; f. -ET, 
after doublet. 


singleton singltan a single card of a suit 
in the hand. xix; with ~fon, as in SIMPLETON, 
with allusion to the surname Singleton. 
si:ngLv? adv., with contr. as in simply. 


singlo si:nglou green China tea, orig. 
obtained from the Sunglo hills in the pro- 
vince of Gan-hwuy. XVII. 


singular si‘ngjilear alone, solitary; one 
only; (gram.); tseparate, single, personal; 
Tspecial, particular; not customary, pecu- 
liar xvi. ME. singuler - OF. singuler (mod. 
singulier) — L. singuláris, f. singuli SINGLE; 
see -ER?. 'lhe form in -er was not finally 
displaced by the latinized -ar till xvii. So 
singula:rirv. xiv. - (O)F. -= late L. 
Sinhalese, Sing(h)alese sinholi-z, singali-z 
pert. to Ceylon xvin. f. Skr. Sinhalam 
Ceylon+-EsE. Also CINGALESE. 


sinister sinistor A. marked by fill-will, 
Tsuspicion, dishonesty xv; unlucky, un- 
favourable xvi; B. situated on, or directed 
to, the left side (spec. her.) xv. —(O)F. 
sinistre or L. sinister left, f. compar. type in 
-is- on an unidentified base-+ *-tro-, as in 
magister MASTER; str. siniʻster till XVIII. 


sink sink pt. sank sænk, pp. sunk sank, 
sunken sa‘nkn be submerged; drop to a 
lower level OE.; trans. (repl. ME. senchen, 
OE. sendéan) x11. OE. sincan, pt. sanc, sun- 
con, pp. suncen = OFris. sinka, OS., OHG. 
sinkan, MLG., MDu. sinken (Du. zinken, 
G. sinken, ON. sgkkva, Goth. sigqan; 
CGerm. str. vb., of unkn. origin. The pp. 
sunk, as dist. from sunken, now tends to be 
used of states implying deliberate human 
agency. Hence sink sb. tpit for the receipt 
of water, conduit xv; basin, etc. of stone, 
etc. having an escape pipe for water XVI 
(also fig.). 





SIREN 





Sinn Fein fin fein Irish movement formed in 
1905 by Arthur Griffith. Ir., *we ourselves'. 


sinnet sinit, sennit se:xnit (naut.) cordage 
made by pleating several strands of yarn, 
etc. xvi. Of unkn. origin. 


Sino- sarnou comb. form of Gr. Sinai, 
L. Sine the Chinese, in Sinologue -log 
one versed in Chinese civilization, etc. 
(xix) modelled on F. or G. comps. 


sinter si:ntoi incrustation formed by pre- 
cipitation from mineral waters. XVIII. 
— G. sinter CINDER. 


sinuous si'njuəs marked by turns or bends. 
XVI. — L. sinuósus or F. sinueux; see next 
and -ous. 


sinus sai‘nos (path.) abscess, etc. xvi; 
(bot, anat.) cavity, depression XVII. = L. 
sinus semicircular fold, bosom, bay. 


=sion fən, zən repr., F. -sion, L. -sid(n-), f. 
$ of pps. and supines -+ -26(m-) -ION, as in 
adhesion, ascension, delusion, fusion, lesion, 
pension, suspension, tension, version. 


sip sip imbibe liquid in small quantities 
xiv (Ch.); trans. xvir. prob. symbolic 
modification of sup, to express less vigorous 
action; but cf. LG. sippen, which, if early 
enough, might be the immed. source. 
Hence sb. XVII. 


siphon, syphon saifən bent tube for 
drawing off liquid by atmospheric pressure. 
xvu. =F. siphon or L. siphd(n-) — Gr. 
síphõn pipe, tube. So siphu'nceulus small 
canal or tube. xvirr (anglicized st:phuncle 
XIX). L. (Pliny), dim. of siphó ; see -UNCLE. 


sippet si-pit small piece of bread to be 
dipped in liquid. xvi. Intended as a dim. 
Of SOP ; see -ET and cf. rare Tsupet (X1v) and 
Tsobpet (xvii). 

si quis sai kwis (leg.) notice requesting 
information. XVI. L. si if, quis anyone (sc. 
invenerit shall have found, etc.). 


sir sd1, so title prefixed to the name of a 
knight or male superior, or used vocatively 
XIII, later as a gen. term of respect XIV. 
ME. sir, ser, sur, Sc. scher, denoting un- 
stressed vars. of SIRE. 


sirdar s3-dài military chief, as in India 
and Egypt. xvrr (Sandys). - Urdu, f. Pers. 
sar head 4- dár possessor. 


sire saioi Tas a prefixed title or a vocative; 

+master, sovereign; (arch.) father xri; 
male parent of a quadruped xvr. -(O)F 
sire t= *sieire = Rom. *seior, for L. senior 
SENIOR. Cf. MONSIEUR, SEIGNEUR. 


Siren saio'ron (classical myth.) fabulous 
female monster having an enchanting voice 
xIv; dangerously attractive person xvi (Sh.); 
instrument for producing musical tones, 
invented by Cagniard de la Tour, 1819 
(hence, one for making signals). In some 
early texts (i) sereyn, -ayn (Ch.), (ii) strene 
(Trevisa, Gower) = OF. (i) sereine, -aine, 
(ii) sirène, corr. to Sp., It. sirena, Pg. 
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SIRIUS 
sere(ija = late L. Siréna, fem. form (cf. -A*) 


finally assim.) — Gr. Seivén, pl. Seirénes 
(‘Odyssey’ x11 39 ff.). 


Sirius si'rios chief star of the constellation 


Canis Major, dog-star. xiv (Ch)-L. 
Sirius - Gr. Seírios. 


sirkar  s3:ikár  Tcourt, palace of native 


prince XVII; native agent, etc.; province, 
state XVIII. - Urdu - Pers. sarkár, f. sar head 
+kdr agent, doer. 


sirloin s5-1loin upper part of a loin of beef. 
XVI (surloyn, serlyn). — OF. *surloigne, var. 
of med. and modF. surlonge, f. sur over, 
above (see SUR-)+ longe LOIN. Q For the 
sp. with sir- (from xvir) cf. Tsirname suR- 
NAME, tsirples SURPLICE, but its final pre- 
valence may have been due to the fiction that 
the joint was knighted by an English king. 


sirocco sirə'kou oppressively hot and 
blighting wind blowing from the north 


coast of Africa, xvii. - EF. sirocco, earlier 


tsiroc(h) — It. scirocco, corr. to Ptr. siroc, 


Sp. stroco, jaloque, Pg. «xaroco, siroco ~ 


Arab. Sartig, var. of farq east (wind), f 
faraga (the sun) rose. 


sirrah si'rə condescending or contemp- 
tuous term of address to men and boys. 
xvi. Early forms syrra, sirah, also serray, 
sirry, surry, later (XIX) siree sirr, prob. 
repr. late ME. siré strE with the last syll. 
finally assim. to AH. 


sir-reverence see SAVE”. 


sirvente sirvát (pros.) form of poem used 
by the troubadours. xix (Scott). = F. sir- 
vente — Pr. sirventes, the final s of which was 
misapprehended as the pl. ending; of unkn. 
origin. 


sisal sisal (fibre of) species of Agava, etc. 
XIX. f. name of a port in Yucatan, Mexico. 


siskin si:sskin aberdevine. xvi. - MDu. 
siseken, early Flem. sijsken (Du. sijsje), dim. 
based on MLG. sisek, czitze, MHG. zisec, 
zise(G. zeisig), of Sl. origin (cf. Czech ciz, 
dim. cízek, Russ. chizh, dim. chízhik); see 
-KIN. 

sister si'stor daughter of the same parent(s) 
as another person. First in E. Anglian and 


north. texts (XIII) - ON. systir, superseding 


native forms (suster, soster) repr. cogn. OE. 
sweoster, swuster, swyster, suster = OFris. 
swester, suster, sister, OS. swestar, MLG., 


MDu. suster (Du. zuster), OHG. swester 


(G. schwester), Goth. stwistar += CGerm. 


*swestr :- CIE. *swesr-, *swesor, repr. in 


L. soror (:— *swesor) sister, Gr. éor daughter, 


niece, Oir. siur, W. chwaer, Balto-Sl., Skr., 
Av., and Arm. Hence si:sterHoop. XIV 


(Gower); si:sterLy!. xvi (Levins). 


Sistine si-stin pert. to a pope Sixtus xix. 


~= It. Sistino, f. Sisto Sixtus; see -1NE!. 


sistrum  sistrom jingling instrument or 
rattle used by ancient Egyptians. xiv 





of L. Sirén (to which the Eng. word was 


SKALD 








(Trev.). — L. — Gr. seéstron, £. seíein shake 
(cf. sEISMIC). 


Sisyphean sisifiroón useless and ineffective 
like the toil of the legendary Sisyphus in 
Hades. xvi. -L. Sisypheius —- Gr. Sisá- 
pheios, £. Sisuphos; see -EAN. 


sit sit pt., pp. sat sæt be seated, seat one- 
self, Tbe situated OE. ; tfit, suit xur. OE. 
stttan, pt. set, s®ton, pp. seten == OFris. 
sitta, OS. sittian, OHG. sizzan (Du. zitten, 
G. sitzen), ON. sitja :- CGerm. (exc. Goth., 
which has sitan) *sitjan, *setjan, f. *set- 
s- IE. *sed- *sod- *sd-, repr. also by forms 
S.VV. SEDATIVE, SET, SOOT, NEST. 


site sait Tplace occupied xrv (Ch.) ; ground 
on which a building, etc. is set up XV; 
situation of a place or building xvi. = AN? 
site (X1v) or L. situs local position, perh. f. 
sit-, pp. stem of sinere leave, allow to 
remain (cf. SITUATE). Hence vb. xvi. 


sith sip (arch., dial.) since. OE. sibpa, 
ME. stbpe, sip(e), clipped form of sibpan 
(see SINCE). 


sitringee  sitr-ndsi carpet of coloured 
cotton. XVII. -— Urdu shairangi, f. Pers. 
shatranj chess, with ref. to the orig. 
chequered pattern. 


situate srtjueit situated. xvi. -late L. 
situátus, £. L. situs siTE. Hence si-tuate vb., 
si:tuated xvi; see -ATE? and °. So situa:- 
TION. xv. ~(O)F. or medL. Cf. medL. 
situare. 

six siks 6, vi. OE. siex, syx, seox, sex = 
OF ris. sex, OS., OHG. sehs (Du. zes, G. 
sechs), ON. sex, Goth. saihs :- CGerm. 
*seks, varying in IE. with *sweks, and repr. 
by L. sex, Gr. Ahéx, dial. pex, Olr. se, W. 
chwech, etc. So sixrH? siksp new forma- 
tion rep]. sixt(e), OE. siexta — OFrtis. sexta, 
OS., OHG. sensto, ON. setti, Goth. sathsta ; 
cf. L. sextus, Gr. héktos. CK. SEXT, SEXTANT. 
SIXTEEN. OE. siextiene, etc. sixrY!, six- 
tizrHl, OE. szextig, siextigo pa. sixteenTH?, 
repl. ÓE. syxtéo pa, etc. 


size! saiz A. (dial.) assize(s) ; Tordinance for 
payment of tax, etc. XIII ; Tfixed standard of 
food, etc. xiv; B. magnitude xiv. - OF. 
sise, size, aphetic of assise ASSIZE, or aphetic 
var. of Eng. word. So size vb.! xiv; hence 
siz(e)ABLE sai'zobl fairly large. XVII. "Hence 
sizar sorzoi at the Univ. of Cambridge, 
an undergraduate receiving a fixed allow- 
ance of food, etc. xvi. 


size? saiz glutinous substance used to pro- 
duce a ground for gilding, etc., or to mix 
with colours. xv. perh. identical with size}, 
but the history is obscure. Hence vb.? xvi. 


sizzle siz] burn with a hissing sound. Xvit. 
imit.; cf. FIZZLE and -LE’, 


sjambok [e&'mbok whip made of hide. xix. 
~ Afrikaans sam-, tjam-, sjambok - Malay 
sambog, chambog = Urdu chábuk CHABOUK. 


skald skold poet of ancient Scandinavia. 
XVIII (Percy). — ON. skald, of unkn. origin. 
Hence ska-ldic. xvii (Warton). 
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SKAT 


skat skat three-handed card game. xix. 
= G. skat = Ít. scarto (= F. écart) cards laid 
aside, f. scartare (see ÉCARTÉ). 


skate! skeit fish of the genus Raia. XIV. 
=- ON. skata. 


skate? skeit device fixed on the sole of a 
boot for gliding over ice. XVII. orig. in pl. 
scates, occas. scatses = Du. schaats (pl. 
schaatsen), in MDu. schaetse - ONF. (with 
unexpl. development of sense) escace, OF. 
eschasse (mod. échasse) stilt. The final s of 
the Du. word was from the first apprehended 
as a.pl. ending. Hence vb. xvi. 


skedaddle skidz-dl retreat hastily; (gen.) 
run away, clear out, xix. First in U.S. mil. 
sl., unless the earlier Eng. dial. use is taken 
into account. 


skein skein length of thread or yarn put up 
in a loose knot. xv (Promp. Parv.). Aphetic 
— OF. escaigne (mod. écagne) — Pr. escanha 
(cf. medL. scagna), of unkn. origin. @ Gael. 
sgeinnidh, Ir. sgainn are from Eng. 


skeleton ske‘litan bony frame of an animal. 
XVI (sc-). — modL. sceleton, skeleton = Gr. 
Skeletón, sb. use (sc. sóma body) of n. of 
skeletós dried up, f. skéllein dry up, rel. to 
sklerós dry (scLERO-). Cf. F. squelette, Sp. 
esqueleto, It. scheletro. 


skellum  skelom  rascal. xvii (now only 
S. African in form skelm). - Du. schelm 
syelom -G. schelm (OHG. skelmo, skalmo 
rascal, devil, pestilence, carcass). 


skene skin knife or dagger of the Irish 
kerns and Scottish highlanders. xvi. = Ir. 
and Sc. Gael. sgian (genitive sceine, scine); 
cf. W. ysgien. 


skep skep specific quantity of grain, etc. X1; 
basket, hamper x11r (Cursor M.); beehive 
xv. Late OE. sceppe (in AL. sceppa, 
eskeppa x11) - ON, skeppa basket, bushel, rel. 
to synon. OS. scepil, MLG., (M)Du. schepel, 
OHG. sceffil (G. scheffel) ; the base of which 
is repr. also by OS. skap, MLG. scap, OHG. 
scaf (G. schaff tub, vat). 


skerry skeri rugged insulated sea rock. 
XVII. Orkney dial, f. ON. sker (whence 
Gael. sgeir) SCAR!. 


sketch sketf rough drawing; brief account 
or description. XvII (some exx. still show 
foreign forms, schytz, schetse) -= Du. 
schets or G. skizze — It. schizzo (whence also 
F. esquisse, tesquiche, Sp. esquicto), f. 
schizzare make a sketch :- Rom. *schedidre, 
f. L. schedius (cf. L. schedium extempore 
poem, late L. schedia raft)- Gr. skhédios 
done extempore, f. *skh-, aorist stem of 
ékhein (cf. SCHEME). Hence vb. xvi 
(Dryden). 
skew skjü Tescape xiv; move sideways or 
obliquely xv; look sideways xvr. Aphetic 
~ ONF. eskiu(w)er, eskuer, var. of OF. eschuer 
ESCHEW. So skew adj. oblique, slanting, 
XVII. f. the vb. or asKEW. Also SkKew=WHI-FF. 
adj. and adv. XVII. 


- skilly ski'li 


SKIMP 


skewbald skjū'bōld irregularly marked 
with white and brown or red. xvii. f. 
synon. tskued (xv), of uncertain origin, 
perh. f. OF. escu (mod. écu) shield :- L.. 
scitum (cf. L. scituldtus as the colour of 
a horse, f. dim. of sciitum); modelled on 
PIEBALD. 


skewer skjii‘or long wooden or metal pin. 
xviI (Evelyn). var. of dial. skiver (xvi), of 
unkn. origin, but perh. the more original 
form; cf. ME. kever, River, cure, as vars. of 
cover. 


ski fi, ski snow-shoe. x1x. —Norw. ski fi 
(skji, sjit, skid)- ON. skid billet of cleft 
wood, snow-shoe - OE. scid smibE. Cf. F. 
ski, G. schi. 


skiagram  skarogrem radiograph. XIX. 
f. Gr. skid shadow + -cGRAM. So skia-- 
GRAPHY XIX ; cf. SCIAGRAPHY, 


skid skid supporting timber xvir; wooden 
fender; wheel-locking device xvi. Of 
unkn. origin, but in form and sense resem- 
bling ON. skid (see SHIDE, SKI). Hence 
Skid vb. lock (a wheel) with a skid xv; 
(of a wheel) be dragged along by having a 
skid applied; slip sideways XIX. 


skiff skif small sea-going ship xvi ; sculling- 

or racing-boat xvi. —F. esquif (cf. Sp., 
Pg. esquife)~ It. schifo = Lombardic *skif, 
OHG. schif SHIP. 


skill skil treason; twhat is reasonable XII ; 
Tcause, reason; practical knowledge with 
ability x11. = ON. skil distinction, dis- 
cernment, knowledge, adjustment, pleading, 
rel. to skila give reason for, expound, decide, 
skilja divide, distinguish, decide, etc., and 
MLG. schéle, (M)Du. geschil, verschil dif- 
ference, MLG., MDu. schillen, schélen differ, 


make a difference. Hence skillen? skild 
XVI. 
skillet skilit saucepan, stew-pan. XV; 


(skelet; in AL. schiletta xiv). perh. aphetic 
— OF. escuelete small platter, dim. of 
escuele (mod. écuelle) :- popL. scütella, alt. 
of L. scutella sCUTTLE'; see -ET. 


thin gruel, soup, etc. XIX, 
Shortening of skilligalee (xIx, Vaux), of 
unkn. origin. 


skim skim clear (a liquid) of surface 
matter xv; move or act lightly over xvi. 
Back-formation f. skimmer vessel for skim- 
ming liquids (x1v), Tskemour, Tskymour (later 
with assim. of ending to -ER') -— OF. 
escumeure (mod. écumoire), f. escumer, f. 
escume SCUM. 


skimble-skamble ski'mblskæ:mbl con- 
fused, nonsensical, xvi (Sh.). 
skimmington ski'mipton Tshrewish 


woman; ludicrous procession ridiculing 
an erring spouse. XVII. poss. =SKIM +-ton, 
after simpleton. 


skimp skimp scanty. XVIIL. vb. scrimp XIX. 
poss, rel, to SCRIMP, 
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SKIN 


skin skin hide of an animal stripped off x1; 
derma, epidermis; outer coat or covering 
XIV. Late OE. scin(n) (also berascin bear- 
skin) — ON. skinn :—- *skinp-, rel. to MLG. 
schinden (Du. schinden) flay, peel, OHG. 
scindan (G. schinden); phr. The skin of one's 
teeth (xv1; Job xix 20, Geneva Bible and 
A.V.), a literalism from Heb. Hence vb. 
cover with strip of skin. xv. skin-nrR! one 
who deals with skins. xiv ((Trevisa). Cf. ON. 
skinnari and medL. peltarius. 


skink skink small lizard. xvi. — F. Tseinc 
(now scingue) or L. scincus— Gr. skigkos; 
Cf. SCINCOID. 


skip! skip leap lightly off the ground xm 
(Cursor M.); pass from one thing to an- 
other omitting what intervenes XIV. prob. 
of Scand. origin, but the synon. MSw. 
skuppa, skoppa does not formally agree. 


Skip? skip footman, manservant; spec. 
college servant at Trinity College, Dublin. 
XVII. Short for Tskip-kennel (xvi) lit. 
gutter-jumper; cf. QUACK?, WAG?, 

skip? skip Shortening of SKIPPER (captain 
of a team). XIX. 


skipper skiper master of a small ship. 
xIv (Herman, skypper de Dansk, i.e. Dant- 
zig). - MLG., MDu. schipper (whence also 
OF. eskRipre, etc.), f. schip SHIP; see -ER'. 


skippet skrpit (hist) cylindrical wooden 
box to contain a seal. xiv (revisa) Of 


unkn. origin. Also (dial.) skibbet. xiv 
(Trevisa). 
skirl sk3il cry out shrily xiv; (of the 


bagpipes) xvir. prob. of Scand. origin; 
early forms scrille, skrille, corr. to Norw. 
dial. skrylla; ult. imit. 


skirmish skö'ımif irregular engagement 

between small bodies of fighters. xiv. Late 
ME. (1) skarmuch, aphetic - OF. escar(a)- 
muche — 1t. scaramuccia (whence also Sp. 
escaramuza, Pg. escarramuga), of unkn. 
origin; superseded by (ii) skarmich, skyr- 
mish, which were based on OF. eskermiss-, 
eskirmiss- (whence skirmish vb. xiv) leng- 
thened stem of eskermir, eskirmir (whence 
ME. skirme xin), also escremir, escrimir 
(modF. escrimer fence) — Pr. escremir, It. 
schermire — Frankish *skirmjan, = OHG. 
skirmen (G. schirmen) defend. See -1sH? 
and cf. SCRIMMAGE. 


skirr sk3r (poet., arch.) move rapidly xv1; 
pass rapidly over XVII. synon. with scoun? 
but identity with this is not favoured by the 
forms skyr, sker. 


skirret' skirit water-parsnip. XIV. ME. 
skirwhit(e), perh. f. tskire clear, bright 
(- ON. skírr sHgERI) 4- wHITE. 


skirret? skirit instrument for measuring 
land, aligning trenches, etc. working on a 
revolving centre-pin. xiX. Of unkn. origin. 


skirt sk3it part of a dress or robe from the 
waist down xu (Cursor M.); flap of a 


SLAB 


saddle, etc. xiv; border, edge xv. - ON. 
skyrta shirt = OE. séyrte sum. Q The 
change of meaning is not accounted for, but 
the corr. LG. schórt means ‘woman’s gown’ 
locally. Hence vb. be on the border of. xvii. 


skit skit vain or wanton woman XVI; 
satirical remark, parody xvir. So skit vb. 
move lightly and rapidly xvir; make 
satirical hits xvii. ski-ttisH? excessively 
lively xv; disposed to shy, frolicsome xvi; 
fickle, coy xvir. perh. all ult. based on ON. 
*skyt-, mutation of *skut- *skeut- SHOOT; 
cf. dial. skite move rapidly, dart, prob. f. 
ON. *skyt- mutated stem of skjéta shoot. 


Skittle skit] (pl.) game of ninepins. xvu. 
Parallel with zttle pins (somewhat later in 
xviI); cf. tskayles (xvi-xviI) and (dial.) 
KAYLES ; of unkn. origin, but the base may 
be the same as in prec. (cf. Sw., Da. skyttel 
shuttle, marble, gate-bar). 

skiver skaivor thin kind of leather split 
from a sheepskin. xix. f. skive split - ON. 
skifa (cf. SHIVE). 


skivvy skrvi (sl.) alt. of slavvy, SLAVEY. 
XIX. 


skoal skoul health or toast in drinking. 
XVI (in earliest use Sc. perh. through 
James VI's visit to Denmark in 1589). 
- Norw., Da. skaal, Sw. skal, repr. ON. 
skál bowl. See SCALE}. 


skua skjū'ə predatory gull, Stercorarius. 
Xvil (Ray). - modL. skua — Fazeroese sküg- 
vur — ON. sküfr, of unkn. origin. 


skulk skalk move stealthily; conceal one- 

self. xur. Of Scand. origin (cf. Norw. 
skulka lurk, lie watching, Sw. skolka, Da. 
skulke shirk, play truant). 


skull skal bony framework of the head, 

cranium.. XIII (AncrR., S. Eng. Leg.) 
ME. scolle, schulle, of unkn. origin, but 
remarkably similar to synon. ON. skoltr 
(Norw. skolt, skult, Sw. skult, dial. skulle); 
repl. OE. brxegenpanne brain-pan, héafod- 
bolla, -panne head-bowl, -pan. comp. 
skull-cap. xvi. 


skunk skank N.Amer. animal of the weasel 
kind, noted for emitting an offensive smell 
XVII; contemptible person xrx. = Abenaki 
(Algonkin) segankw, segongw., 

sky skai tcloud; the vault of heaven, the 
firmament (now the ordinary colloq. word). 
XII. = ON. ský cloud (:- *skiuja), rel. to 
OE. sééo, OS. skio (:- *skeuw-) and (more 
remotely) OE. séuwa, OHG. scuwo, ON. 
skuggi shade, shadow, Goth. skuggwa mir- 
ror t— *skuwwon. comp. sky-LARK (which 
soars in the sky while singing) XVII. 

Skye skai name of the largest island of the 
Inner Hebrides used attrib. as in S. terrier, 
a small breed of dog. xix. Gael. Sgith ski. 

slab? slæb flat, broad, and thick piece. 
xu (S. Eng. Leg.). Of unkn. origin. 


slab’ sleb (dial.) marshy place, slush. xvit. 
So adj. viscid xvn (Sh.). prob. of Scand. 
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SLACK 


SLAV 


origin (cf. ODa. slab mud, Icel., Norw., | slant slant slope, as of ground xXviI; in- 


Sw. slabb wet filth). So (dial) sla:bbxn* 
XVI; See SLOBBER, SLAVER. 


slack! slæk indolent, careless, remiss OE. ; 
loose xir; dull, inactive xiv. OE. slec = 
OS., (M)Du. slak, OHG. slach, ON. slakr :- 
CGerm. (exc. Gothic) *slakaz, cogn. with L. 
laxus Lax, languére LANGUISH. Hence 
slack vb. xvi. (OE. slacian relax efforts; 
cf. MDu. slacken), slacken’. 


slack? slek small or refuse coal. xv 
(Promp. Parv.). Late ME. and dial. sleck, 
prob. of LDu. origin (cf. LG. slakk, Du. 
slak, G. schlacke dross). 


clination, obliquity xix. f. earlier adv. xv 
(slonte, later slant, slaunt), aphetic of ASLANT, 
and vb. (xvi, sklaunt), obscurely rel. to dial. 
slent sb. and vb., which are presumably of 
Scand. origin. Hence slantindi-cular 
xix (orig. U.S.); f. slanting prp.-+PER- 
PEN|DICULAR. 


slap slep smart blow as with the open hand. 


XVII. = LG. slapp (cf. G. schlappe), of imit. 
origin (similar words are clap, flap, rap, tap). 
So vb. and adv. xvir. In comb. with vbs. 
slap-bang xvii (Grose), slap-dash XVII 
(Dryden). 


slade sleid valley, dell; forest glade. OE. | slash slef cut with a sweeping blow xiv 


slaed — OS. slada, LG. slade, Icel. sigür, Da., 
Norw. slad(e). ‘The present form descends 
from OE. obl. cases. 


slag sleg refuse matter from smelting. XVI. 
— MLG. slagge, perh. f. slagen strike, SLAY, 
with ref. to fragments resulting from 
hammering. 


slake sleik A. frelax one’s efforts OE.; 
abate, moderate xur (Cursor M.); B. 
tloosen, slacken x11; mitigate, appease, allay 
XIII; disintegrate (lime) with water XVII. 
OE. slacian, f. slec SLACK!; corr. to (M)Du. 
slaken relax, diminish. 


slam! slem (at cards) truff and honours; 
winning all the tricks in a game. xvii. perh. 
shortening of Tslampant, -am, -aine, in phr. 
give (one) the slampant trick, hoodwink. 


(Wycl. Bible; rare before xv1); cut slits in 
(a garment); assail severely XVII. perh. 
aphetic — OF. *esclaschier, var. of esclachier 
break, obscurely rel. to esclater, mod. 
éclater (see SLAT); prob. reinforced by 
symbolical assoc. with slit, lash. 


slat slzet (dial) slate xiv; long narrow slip 


of wood or metal xvir. Aphetic-— OF. 
esclat (mod. éclat) splinter, piece broken off, 
f. esclater split, splinter, shatter = Pr. 
esclatar, lt. schiattare, repr. Rom. *ex- 
clatàre, f. ex EX-1+-imit. base *clat-. 


slate? sleit (tablet of) variety of stone that 


splits readily into plates. xiv (sclate, 
sklatestane). — OF. esclate, fem. corr. to 
m. esclat SLAT. 


slam? slem (dial) beat xvi; shut with a slate? sleit (sl) ‘knock the hat over some- 


noise XVIII. prob. of Scand. origin (cf. 
ON. slam(b)ra, Sw. slámma, Norw. slemma). 


one's eyes’; thrash; assail with abuse. XIX. 
Of dial. origin, presumably f. prec. 


slander slàndər fbe a stumbling-block to | slattern slz-toin untidy and slovenly 


Xiiüi (Cursor M.); Tdisgrace; defame xiv. 
ME. sclaundre, aphetic - AN. esclaundre, 
OF. esclandre, alt. of escandle SCANDAL. So 
Slander vb. xii (Cursor M.). —- OF. 
esclandrer, f. esclandre. sla‘nderous tdis- 
graceful, scandalous; characterized by 
slander or calumny. xv (Hoccleve). — OF. 


female. xvii. prob. alt. of synon. dial. 
slattering (‘a dirty slattering woman’, Ray), 
prp. of slatier spill or splash awkwardly, 
slop, frequent. (see -ER*) of slat (ME. sleate, 
sclatte x1i11) dash, perh. of Scand. origin (cf. 
ON. sletta slap). 


esclandreux. slaughter sl5-taz killing of cattle, etc. for 


slang slen (orig., but now differentiated 
from)  Tcant, jargon xvni; colloquial 
language of an undignified kind xix (Keble, 
1818). In its earliest appearance a cant 
term variously applied (‘humbug’, ‘line of 
business’, ‘lay’, ‘show’, ‘performance of 
strolling players’, beside the above uses, and 
as vb. ‘defraud’), with gen. implication of 
irregular or lawless activity variously 


food; killing of a person (cf. manslaughter) 
XIII; carnage, massacre XIV. = ON. *slahir 
(ON. slátr, mod. Icel. sldtur butcher’s meat), 
f. *slay- sLay'; repl. ME. sla3t, repr. OE. 
*sleht, *sleaht (as in welsleahta g. pl.), corr. 
to OS. -slahta, (M)Du. slacht, OHG. slacht 
(G. schlacht battle), ON. sldttr, sldtta. 
Hence vb., esp. of massacring people and 
killing cattle xvi. 


specialized. ‘The north. dial. sense of | Slav slav, slev member of any of a large 


‘abusive language’ and the colloq. use of the 
vb. for ‘abuse’ are notably parallel to 
Norw. dial. slengeord offensive language, 
(also) new word introduced without special 
reason, slengjenamn nickname, and the phr. 
slengje kjzeften ‘sling the jaw’, utter offensive 
language; but no immed. connexion can be 
made out. Hence vb. fexhibit at a fair 
XVIII; rail, or rail at, abusively (as in slanging 
match) XIX. 
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group of peoples of Eastern Europe com- 
prising Russians, Bulgarians, Serbs, Poles, 
Czechs, and Wends. xiv (Sclave, 'Trevisa). 
In earliest use ~ medL. Sclavus, corr. to 
medGr. Skidbos; so MHG. Schlaff, etc.; 
later, after medL. Slavus, F., G. Slave; 
So Slavonian sləvou'niən xvi, Slavonic 
-o'nik xvii. f. medL. S(c)lavénia, f. Slavus ; 
superseded Slavon — F. Esclavon. Cf. SLO- 
VAK, SLOVENE. 


SLAVE 





Slave sleiv one who is owned by another 
person. XIII (S. Eng. Leg.). ME. sclave, 
aphetic — (O)F. esclave, prop. fem. of 
esclaf — Pr. esclau m., esclava fem., Sp. 
esclavo, -va, Pg. escravo, -va, Ít. schiavo, -va, 
Rum. schiau, medL. sclavus, -va, identical 
with the ethnic name Sclavus SLAV, the 
Slavonic races having been reduced to a 
servile state by conquest. Hence sla-vEry. 
xvi; cf. MDou. slaverie, Du. -erj, G. 
sklaverei. slavey  slervi, sle:vi  Trmale 
servant or attendant; female domestic 
servant; see -Y9, sla-visH!, XVI. 


slaver sle:vor allow saliva to fall. xiv (so 

also sb.). prob. of symbolic origin like 
synon. (dial) slabber (xvi), prob. of 
LDu. origin, and SLOBBER; see -En*. 


slay! slei pt. slew slà, pp. slain slein 
(rhet.) Tstrike; kill. OE. sléan, pt. slég, sléh, 
slogon, pp. (ge)slegen, slegen, slagen = OFris. 
slā, OS., OHG. slahan (Du. slagen, G. schla- 
gen), ON. slá, Goth. slahan; the Germ. base 
*slay- *slag- *slóg- strike has no recogniz- 
able cogns. The present form of the inf. and 
pres. stem appeared xiv and is derived from 
the pp., finally superseding slea, slee (ME. 
slén). See SLEDGE}, 


slay?, sley slei instrument for beating up 
the weft. OE. slege = OS. slegi; f. base of 
prec. 


sleave sliv divide, split (spec. silk into fila- 
ments). xvi. OE, sl@fan (in comp. tésléfan), 
causative f. *slaf-, rel. to *slifan (see SLIVER). 
Hence sleave sb. silk in filaments. xvi; 
now used only in echoes of Sh. ‘Macbeth’ 
II 11 37 Sleepe that knits vp the rauel’d 
Sleeue of Care. 
sled sled sledge, sleigh. xrv (Wycl. Bible). 
- MLG. sledde, corr. to MHG. slitte (G. 
schlitten), and rel. to MLG., MDu. sléde, 
Du. slede, slee (see SLEIGH), OHG. slito, 
slita, ON. sleði, f. *slid- *slid- SLIDE. Cf. 
SLEDGE?. 


sledge? sledz large heavy hammer. OE. 
sleég = (M)Du. slegge, ON. sleggja :- *slagj- 
f. *slax- strike (see SLAY). 

sledge? sledz carriage mounted on runners. 
xvll. = MDu. sleedse (Du. dial. sleeds), rel. 
to sléde SLED. 


sleek slik having a perfectly smooth surface. 
XVI (Sh.). var. of slick (x1v), ME. slike, 
prob. repr. OE. *slice, rel. to *slician (as in 
nig|sliced ‘newly polished’, glossy) and Icel, 
slikja, Norw. slikja be or make smooth. Cf. 
SLICK. 
sleep slip unconscious state in which the 
physical powers are suspended. OE. s/ép, 
slep = OFris. slép, OS. slap (Du. slaap), 
OHG. slaf (G. schlaf), Goth. sléps += CGerm. 
(exc. ON.; cf. SWEVEN) *sl@paz, rel to corr. 
vb. *sl@pan, whence OE. slépan, OS. 
sldpan, etc., and by gradation, to *slap-, 
whence LG., Du. slap inert, sluggish, G. 
schlaff slack, lax; ult. connexions are 
doubtful. Hence slee:pER! one who sleeps 
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S. 


S 





SLIGHT 


XIII (AncrR.); stout horizontal timber XVII; 
apartment for sleeping (orig. U.S.) xix. 


Sleet slit falling snow partially thawed. 


xi. repr. OE, *sléte, *sliete :- *slautjan-, 
rel. to MLG. slóten pl. hail, MHG. sléze, 
slg (G. schlosse)  hail(stone) :-. Germ. 
*slautan-. 


sleeve sliv part of a garment to cover the 


arm. OE. (Anglian) sléfe, (WS.) sliefe, and 
slief, sl~f, corr. to EFris. sléwe, NFris. slév, 
sliv sleeve, and ult. rel. to MDu. sloove, 
sloof covering. 


sleigh slei sledge for transport of passengers 


or goods. XVIII. orig. N.Amer. ~ Du. slee 
(see SLED), 


leight slait tcraft, cunning x11; dexterity, 
adroitness XIV ~ (surviving gen. in phr. 
s. of hand). ME. sle5p — ON. slégü (OSw. 
slógdh, Sw. slójd SLOYD, etc.), f. slægr SLY. 
q For the final -? cf. HEIGHT. 


lender sle-nds1 not stout or fleshy xrv; 
slight xv. Of unkn. origin. @ The alleged 
F. esclendre (Palsgr. 1530) and early Flem. 
slinder (Kilian 1599) are of doubtful 
authenticity ; a poss. adj. deriv. of the base 
of Tslend vb. slice, split (x1v-xv1), succeeded 
by (dial.) slent (xvi1), involves difficulties of 
meaning and formation. 

leuth slüp track, trail x1r (Orm); (short 
for sleuth-hound xiv) bloodhound, (hence) 
detective xix. = ON. slóð track, trail (cf. 
SLOT?). 


slew slü turn or swing round xviii (siue). 


orig. naut.; of unkn. origin. Hence 
slewed slid (sl.) intoxicated (xrx). 


slice slais shiver, splinter; applied to 


various flat utensils xiv; thin, flat, broad 
piece xv. ME. s(c)lice, aphetic - OF. 
esclice (mod. éclisse) small piece of wood, etc. 
f. esclicier splinter, shatter (whence slice 
vb. xv)~OFrank. slitjan = OHG. slizan 
(G. schleissen) = OE. slitan (see SLIT). 


slick slik sleek xiv; smooth-spoken, 


plausible xv1; adroit, smart x1x; hence adv. 
(orig. U.S.) xIx. See SLEEK. 


slide slaid pt. and pp. slid move from place 


to place smoothly and continuously. OE. 
slidan, pt. a|sldd, à|slidon, pp. alsliden — 
LG. sliden, MHG. sliten, rel. to OE. slidor 
slippery, slid(e)rian SLITHER, and the forms 
S.V. SLED. Hence sb. XVI. 


slight  slait (dial) smooth, sleek xim 


(Cursor M.) ; slender, slim ; of light texture 
xiv; small in amount xvi. ME. (orig. 
north.) sleght, slyz3t-ON. *slehtr, sléttr 
level, smooth, soft = OFris. sliucht, level, 
flat, smooth, straight, usual, OS. st, 
MLG., MDu. slecht, slicht simple, defective 
(Du. slecht bad; adv. badly; but slechts 
merely, only, but), OHG. sleht level, 
MHQG. sleht (G. schlecht bad, schlicht (after 
the vb.) smooth, even, plain, simple), Goth. 
slaihts level :- CGerm. *slextaz (whence Pr. 
esclet, It. schietto; the base is repr. in OE. 


SLIM 


only by eorp|slihtes adv. even with the 
ground), prob. pp. formation (‘levelled’), of 
obscure origin. So slight vb. Tsmooth, 
level. xur (Cursor M.) - ON. *slehta, slétta, 
f. sléttr ; in (obs.) sense ‘level to the ground, 
raze XVH ~ Du. slechten, LG. slichten; in 
sense ‘treat with disdain' xvi (Sh.) f. the 
adj. in the sense ‘of little account’. Hence 
sb. XVII. 


Slim slim slender, gracefully thin; slight, 
poor ; (orig. dial. ; since 1899 from Afrikaans) 
cunning, wily. xvii. = LG., Du. skim, repr. 
MLG. slim(m), MDu. slm(p) slanting, 
cross, bad = MHG. slimp (-b) slanting, 
oblique, G. schlimm grievous, disagreeable, 
awkward, bad :- Germ. *slimbaz (cf. OHG. 
shmbi obliquity, inclination), whence Fin- 
nish limppa, OF. escleme, It. sghembo ; perh. 
ult. rel. to Lett. slips (1—- *slimpas) oblique, 
steep. 


slime slaim soft sticky mud OE.; viscous 

fluid xur OE. slim = OFrs, MLG., 
MDu., MHG. slim (Du. slijm, G. schleim 
phlegm, slime, mucus), ON. = slim: 
CGerm. (exc. Goth.) sb. (whence Finnish 
lima) rel. to Balto-Sl. words meaning 
‘saliva’, ‘mucus’, and L. limus mud, slime, 
Gr. limné marsh. Hence slimv! xiv 
(Trevisa, PP1.). 


sling! slin strap for hurling missiles. xx 
(Cursor M.). prob. of LDu. origin (cf. 
MLG. slinge, corr. to OHG. slinga), of 
symbolic origin. See foll. 

sling? slin device for securing or grasping 
bulky objects xiv; strap, band, loop for 
suspension XVIII. The immed. source is 
doubtful; poss. identical with prec., the 
senses of LG. sling-e, G. schlinge noose, 
snare, arm-sling, tosome extent correspond ; 
the Germ. word was adopted in Rom. (OF. 
eslingue, whence Sp. eslinga). Hence vb. 
XVI. 


sling® slin pt., pp. slung slan throw, cast 
with or as with a sling. xur. prob. - ON. 
slyngva str. vb. (pt. slong, pp. slunginn), 
with corr. wk. vb. slongva; cf. OHG. 
slingan (G. schlingen wind, twist). 

sling‘ slin Amer. drink with a basis of spirit; 
juice of the sugar-cane. x1x. Of unkn. origin. 


slink slink pt. pp. slunk slank move 
stealthily xiv (Ch.); drop (young) pre- 
maturely or abortively XVII. repr. 
slincan creep, crawl, corr. to (M)LG. slinken 
subside (whence (O)Sw. slinka shake, 
totter), and (dial.) s/ench (x1v) slink, sneak, 
repr. OE. *slenéan. 


slip! slip semi-liquid mass (cf. the second el. 
of COWSLIP, OXSLIP) OE. ; curdled milk (now 
U.S.) xv; semi-liquid cementing material 
xvn. OE. shpa, slyppe slime (so slipig 
slimy); cf. Norw. slip, slipa slime on fish, 
and sLop?. 


slip? slip pass lightly, quickly, or quietly 
xiir (Cursor M.); slide, lose foothold or 
grasp, err xiv (Rolle); cause to slide, get 








SLOE 


loose from; let go xvi. prob. = MLG., Du. 
slippen = MHG.  slipfen (cf. SLIPPERY). 
Hence slip sb. artificial slope xv; leash for 
a dog; act of slipping or sliding (cf. landslip 
XVII); fault, error xvI; garment readily 
slipped on XVII. 





slip? slip small shoot of a plant xv; young 


person; long and narrow strip xvi. prob. 
«MLG., MDu. slippe (Du. slip) cut, slit, 
strip (but the earliest Eng. sense is not re- 
corded in these langs.). 


slipper slrpor light loose-fitting shoe. xv. 


cf. (dial.) slip-shoe (xvi); presumably f. 
SLIP”; for the use of -ER! cf. drawers. 


slippery slipori giving an insecure foot- 


hold or grasp. xvi. First recorded from 
Coverdale’s tr. of the Bible (Ps. xxxv 6), 
who probably modelled it on Luther’s 
schlipfferig, MHG. slipferig, f. slipfern, 
extension of slipfen, f. Germ. ‘*slip- as 
repr. in OE. slipor (dial. slipper) slippery, 
morally unstable (cf. sLip*); see -v!. 


slipshod sli-pfod wearing slippers or very 


loose shoes xvi; untidy, slovenly xvii. 
f. sLip?+-shod, pp. of SHOE vb., after slip- 
shoe (Xv1) slipper (cf. OE. slypesé6 ‘soccus’). 


slipslop sli:pslop sloppy mess of food xvi; 


blundering use of words (with allusion to 
the mistakes in language made by Mrs. 
Slipslop in Fielding’s ‘Joseph Andrews’ 
1742) XVII. redupl. f. sLop? with vowel 
variation. 


slit slit pt., pp. slit cut into, cut open. XIII. 


ME. slitte, in pp. islit (Las.), repr. OE. 
*slittan, rel. to slitan = OFris. slita, OS. 
slitan, OHG. slizan(Du. slijten, G. schleissen), 
ON. slita, f. CGerm. (exc. Goth.) base 
having no known cogns. Hence slit sb. 
straight narrow cut. XIII; cf., however, OE. 
geslit rending, biting, slite tear, rent. 


slither sli-Soz glide, slip. xm. alt. of ME. 


slidere (dial. slidder), OE. sliderian = MLG. 
MDu. slid(d)eren, G. dial. schlittern, fre- 
quent. (see -ER*) f. weak grade of sLIDE. For 
the change of d to d cf. hither, together, etc. 


sliver sli:vor slice, splinter. xiv (Ch.). 


Of obscure formation on the base of (dial.) 
slive (xiv), OE. *slifan, occurring in pt. 
to|sláf split up, but without any known 
cogns. Hence vb. xvir (Sh.). 


slobber slo:bar behave (e.g. feed) in a 


slovenly fashion. xv. Earlier in ME. 
byslober, beslobber (cf. slobber mud, slime 
XIV), and corr. to Du. slobberen, with 
parallel and gen. synon. contemp. forma- 
tions in (dial) slabber (xvi) and slubber 
(xvi), Du. slabberen, MLG., MDu. slubberen, 
of imit. or symbolic origin. Cf. SLAVER. 


sloe slou (fruit of) the blackthorn. OE. 


sla(h) = MLG., MDu. slé, sleuuwe (LG. 
slé, sli, Du. slee), OHG. sléha, sléwa 
(G. schlehe), Sw. slá(n) Da., slaa(en) :- 
Germ. *slaiywón, which has been connected 
with L. livére be blue (see Livip), W. liu, 
Ir. 22 colour, OSI. (Russ.) sliva plum. 


SLOG 





slog slog A. hit hard; B. plod. xix. In 
sense A parallel to synon. dial. slug; no 
further cogns. are found. 


slogan slouwgon  war-cry, battle-cry xvi 
(first in Sc. use: slog(g)orne, sloghorne, 
slughorne); party cry or watchword xvull. 
— Gael. sluaghghairm, f. sluagh host (— Olr. 
sliag, W. llu)--gairm shout, cry. 


sloid see SLOYD. 


sloop slip small one-masted vessel, small 
ship of war. xvii (slup) — Du. sloep, tsloepe 
(whence F. chaloupe, adopted earlier as 
shalloop, shalop xv1); of unkn. origin. 


slop! slop Tbag; (dial.) loose tunic or gown 
XIV; (pl.) wide breeches xv; ready-made 
garments XVII. OE. slop, in oferslop surplice, 
corr. to MDu. (over)slop, ON. (yfir)sloppr, 
f. Germ. *slup-, of which synon. OE. 
oferslype, MHG. sluf, ON. slyppa, repr. 
a mutated form, rel. to *slap- 1n OE. slüpan, 
MLG. s/üpan, OHG. sliofan (G. schliefen), 
Goth. sliupan glide (cf. L. lubricus; see 
LUBRICATE). 


slop? slop (dial.) muddy place, slush xiv; 
liquid food (esp. pl.) xvi; refuse liquid xrx. 
prob. repr. OE. *sloppe as in cisloppe 
COWSLIP, OXSLIP ; cf. sLIP!. Hence slo-ppy! 
slo'pi. XVIII. 


slop? slop (sl) policeman. xix. Modifica- 
tion of ecilop, back-slang for POLICE. 


slope! sloup tadv. in an oblique direction 

or position xv. Aphetic of AsLoPE. Hence 
as Tadj. xvi, in comp. TslopewisE (xvi), and, 
by further transference, as vb. intr. take an 
oblique direction xvi, trans. bring into a 
slanting position (spec. in military use) 
xvi, and sb. xvii (partly by analysis of 
aslope as a slope, e.g. ‘An other ryuere 
runneth downe a slope’ More’s ‘Utopia’) 
sloping stretch of ground (Cotgr.); inclined 
direction (Bacon). 


slope? sloup (sl.) make off, decamp. xix. 
orig. U.S.; perh. spec. use of prec. vb. 


slosh slof xix (Southey). var. of SLUSH. 


slot! slot (dial) bar or bolt for a door, etc. 
XIII; metal rod, wooden bar xiv. — (M)LG., 
(M)Du. slot = OHG. sloz (G. schloss) door- 
bolt, lock, castle, f. WGerm. *slut- (*sltit-) 
*sleut-, whence also OS. slutil, OHG. slugzil 
(G. schlüssel) key, OFris. siáüta, MLG., 
MDu. siáten (Du. sluiten), OHG. slogan 
(G. schliessen) close, lock. 


slot? slot (dial.) hollow of the breast bone 
XIV; elongated narrow depression in wood, 
etc. xvi. — OF. esclot (in first sense), of 
unkn. origin. 


slot? slot track of an animal xvr (slott 
hownd); deer's foot xix. — OF. esclot horse's 
hoof-print, prob.- ON. sléd track (see 
SLEUTH). 


sloth sloup inactivity, sluggishness x1; 
S. Amer. arboreal mammal of sluggish 
habits xvi. ME. slaupe, slouhpe, later 





SLUG 


tsloath, sloth (xvi), f. slaw, slow, SLOW -+-TH?; 
repl. OE. sléwp, ME. sleup(e). Q For the 
transf. application to the animal cf. stuc! 
and F. paresseuse slow-moving caterpillar, 
sb. use of fem. of paresseux idle. 


slouch slautf ungainly fellow xvi; (for 
slouch(ed) hat) hat with flopping brim 
XVIII; (from the vb.) stooping ungainly 
carriage XVIII. Hence slou'chinc? prp. 
adj. xvir, whence slouch vb. xvur. Of 
unkn. origin ; but cf. synon. dial. slouk (xv1), 
slotch, and Norw. sldk, Icel. slókr. 


slough! slau soft muddy piece of ground. 
OE. sléh, slé(g), of unkn. origin. @ vars. 
slow, slew (xviii) in U.S. and Canada mean 
‘marshy or reedy pool (or other water)’. 


slough? slaf outer skin shed by a reptile. 
xiii (Cursor M.). ME. sio, slo3, poss. rel. 
to LG. sluwe, slu husk, peel, shell. Hence 
vb. be shed as skin XVH; cast off XIX. 


Slovak slou:vek, slo:vak, sl6va-k member of 
a Slavonic people inhabiting Slovakia in E. 
Czechoslovakia. xix. —- Slovak, Czech, Russ. 
Slovdk. 

sloven sla‘vn tknave, rascal xv; tidie 
fellow xvi (Skelton); careless or negligent 
person xvi (Palsgr.). perh. based on Flem. 
sloef dirty, squalid, Du. slof negligent. 

Slovene slo(u)vin member of a Slavonic 
people inhabiting Slovenia in NW. Yugo- 
slavia; their language. xix. — G. Slowene 
— Styrian, etc. Slovenec (pl. -enci), f. OSI. 
Slov- (as also in SLovaAK), held by some to 
be f. stem of slove word, sloviti speak. 


slow slou not quick, active, or rapid. OE. 
slaw = OFris. sléwich, WFris. sleau, OS. 
sléu, (M)Du. sleeuw, slee, OHG. sléo (G. dial. 
schleh), ON. sleér, slidr, sljér s- CGerm. (exc. 
Goth.) *slewaz ~~ IE. *sléwos, of unkn. 
origin; cf. SLOTH. Hence slow vb. XVI; not 
continuous with OE. släwian (forslāwian). 
perh. repr. by L. lævus, Gr. laiós (+= *lairós) 
left (hand). 

slow-worm slou:wdim small lizard, Anguis 
fragilis. OE. slawyrm ‘regulus’, ‘stellio’ ; the 
first el., which has been assim. to SLOW, is of 
doubtful origin; it appears, with and with- 
out the corr. forms for worm, in OSw. slé@ 
(Sw. orm|sld), Norw. orm|sio. 


sloyd, sloid sloid system of manual instruc- 
tion adopted from Sweden. xix. = Sw, 
slöjd s= ON. slægð SLEIGHT. 


slubber see SLOBBER. 


sludge slad3 mire, ooze XVII; matter mixed 
with water or slime xviir. Appears in litera- 
ture about the same time as the more or less 
synon. (dial.) slutch and SLUSH; but pp. 
sluchched befouled (xiv) 1s much earlier; 
prob. all symbolically expressive formations. 
slug! slag  sluggard xv;  Tslow-sailing 
vessel xvi; slow-moving shell-less land- 
snail xviir. Based on a stem slug-, repr. also 
by slug vb. be slow or inert (xv) and much 
earlier by ‘tsluggy sluggish (xim) and 
tforslug neglect through indolence (xiv); 


[836] 


SLUG 


SMALM 





prob. of Scand. origin (cf. Sw. dial. slogga 
be sluggish, Norw. dial. slugg large heavy 
body, sluggjen slow, backward). So the 
synon. as tslug, +slugged (xv), slu-ggisH! 
(xiv) | slu:ggAnD xiv (slogard), whence 
tslu-ggardy (Ch.), slu-gaBED xvi (Sh.). 
q For the transf. application of slug to the 
snail cf. SLOTH. 


slug? slag irregularly shaped bullet XVII; 
(typogr.) metal bar, line of type xix. perh. 
identical with prec. 


slughorn sl4:ghoin used for ‘trumpet’ by 
Chatterton and Browning through mis- 
apprehension of an early form of SLOGAN. 


sluice sliis structure for regulating flow of 
water in a river, etc. xIv (scluse). -— OF. 
escluse (the source of LG., G., and mod. 
Scand. forms), modF. écluse = Pr. escluza 
(whence Pg. esclusa) :- Gallo-Rom. *ex- 
clüsa, sb. use (sc. aqua water) of fem. pp. 
of L. excliidere EXCLUDE. Hence vb. Q For 
the sp. with wi (first in Xv1) cf. juice. 


slum slam A. troom; B. (orig. bach s.) 
dirty or squalid back street, alley, or neigh- 
bourhood; C. Tgammon, blarney, gipsy 
jargon; all early xix. Of cant origin; in gen. 
use only in sense B. Hence vb. visit slums; 


slu-mmyĖ?. XIX. 

slumber  sla:mbo:s sleep lightly. — xir 
(Bestiary). ME. slūmere, f. slūme, OE. 
slūma or vb. slimen (xi1t), north. dial. 
sloom, corr. to MDu., MLG. slimen, 
MLG. slummen, G. tschlummen, with 
parallel formations in MLG., MDu. 


sliimeren (Du. sluimeren), MHG. slummeren, 
G. schlummern. Hence sb. xiv (Ch.). 
Germ. base repr. also by early ME. slummi 
drowsy (AncrR.). €f For the intrusive b cf. 
BRAMBLE, LIMBER, 


slump slamp fall or sink into a bog, etc. 
XVII; transf. and fig. xIx. Of symbolic 
origin, like clump, lump, plump. Hence sb. 
heavy or sudden fall in value. XIX. 


slur slo: A. (dial) fluid mud xv (sloor, 
slore, Promp. Parv.); gliding movement XVI; 
sliding mechanism xvin; B. deliberate 
slight Xvit1 ; (mus.) mark indicating a smooth 
connected passage xix. Hence vb. A. 
(dial) stain, sully; disparage xvu1; B. slide 
XVI; (mus.) XVIII. perh. two or more words 
have coalesced in sb. and vb.; partly corr. 
Continental forms are (M)Du. sloor, sluttish 
woman, LG. slurren shuffle, (M)LG. sliren, 
MDu. sloren, Du. sleuren, drag, trail. 


slush slaf watery matter resulting from the 
melting of snow or ice XVII; liquid mud 
XVIII. contemp. with synon. SLUDGE, slutch, 
with which it forms a series of expressive 
words paralle ‘to ME. sloche, sliche (X1v), 
sleech (xv1), and SLOSH, to which the closest 
foreign parallels are Da. tslus sleet, mud, 
Norw. slusk sloppy ground or weather. 


slut slat dirty slovenly woman xiv (implied 
in sluttish, Ch.); loose woman, hussy Xv. 


Of unkn. origin; contact with Continental 
words similarly used and having the same 
cons. framework s/. .t., cannot be proved. 


sly slai (dial) skilled, clever xi (Orm); 
dyslogistic connotations appear very early. 
ME. sleh, sley, sli(j)) - ON. slégr clever, 
cunning, etymol. 'able to strike', f. slóg-, 
pt. stem of slá strike (see sLAY!); cf. 
SLEIGHT. For the vocalism cf. DrE!, etc. 


slype slaip covered way from one part of 
a cathedral, etc. to another. XIX. perh. a 
use of slipe long narrow piece (as of ground 
XVI-XVII), varying with sLip, of unkn. 
origin. 


smack! smzk taste, flavour OE.; (fig.) 
trace, tinge, ‘touch’ xv1. OE. smzc = OF ris. 
smek, MLG., MDu. smak (Du. smaak), 
OHG. gi|smac (G. ge|schmack). Hence vb. 
taste XIV, savour of XVI; superseding (dial.) 
smatch :~ OE. smxdéan taste = OFris. 
smekka, smakia, MLG. smaken, MHG. 
smecken, smacken (G. schmecken). 


smack? smæk separate the lips with a 
sharp noise xvi; crack (a whip) xvii; strike 
sharply with a ‘flat surface xix. - MLG., 
MDu. smacken (LG., Du. smakken); cf. 
OE. ge|smacian pat, caress, G. schmatzen 
eat or kiss noisily (MHG. smatzen, for 
earlier smackezen, f. smacken); of imit. 
origin. So sb. xvi; cf. MDu. smack, ete. 


smack? smæk light single-masted sailing- 
vessel. xvii. - LG., Du. smacke, mod. 
smak (whence also G. schmacke, Sw. 
smack, Da. smakke, F. semaque, Sp. esmaque, 
Pg. sumaca, It. semacca), of unkn. origin. 


small sm5l (dial) slender, thin; Tnarrow; 
of limited size or extent ; of fine texture OE. ; 
of low strength or power xui (in AL. 
smalemannus inferior tenant). OE. smal = 
OFris. smel, OS., OHG. smal (Du. smal, 
G. schmal), ON. smalr, Goth. smals :- 
CGerm. *smalaz (:- YE. *smol-) in the later 
Continental langs. mostly ‘slender’, ‘nar- 
row’; the use exemplified in OHG. smalaz 
noz, fihu (MHG. smalnéz, smalvthe; cf. 
smalhirte shepherd), ON. smali small cattle, 
connects with IE. *mél- *mél-, repr. by 
OSI. mali small, OIr. mil (:— *mélo- beast), 
Gr. mélon sheep. comp. smallpox xvi 
(small pokkes; cf. a pokke small xv), dist. 
from great pox, the pox proper; cf. F. 
petite vérole (xv). 


smallage smi:lid3 variety of celery or 
parsley, esp. Apium graveolens. XIII. ME. 
smal ache, i.e. SMALL, tache - (O)F. E 
(= Pr. api, Sp. apio, lt. appio):- 

apium. &| For the change of final tf to i 
cf. borage, partridge, spinach, Dulwich, 
Greenwich, Harwich, Norwich, Woolwich. 


smalm, smarm smàám (dial) smear, be- 
daub xix; plaster down; behave fulsomely 
xx. Hence sma Imy!, smarmy!. Of 
unkn, origin. 
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smalt smdlt glass coloured deep-blue by 
oxide of cobalt xvi; deep-blue colour xix. 
— F. smalt (whence also Du. smalt, G. 
schmalte), — It. smalto == OF. esmail (mod. 
émail), nom. esmauz, Pr. esmaut — Germ. 
*smalt (OHG. smalz, G. schmalz), rel. to 
SMELT?, 


smaragd smæ'rægd emerald. xiu. - OF. 
smaragde (usu. esmaragde, -aude EMERALD) 
or L. smaragdus (also used in Eng. from xiv) 
~ Gr. smdragdos, var. of mdragdos — Prakrit 
maragada- (cf. Skr. marak(a)tam) = Semitic 
*bdvaqt (Heb. bareget) f. bdrag shine. 


Smart sm4dit be acutely painful OE.; feel 
sharp pain, suffer severely for xit. OE. 
smeortan, pt. *smeart (only in fyr|smeortende 
fiery, painful, smeortung itching) — MDu. 
smerten, (also mod.) smarten, OHG. smerzan 
(G. schmerzen), based on WGerm. *smert- 
*smart- *smurt-, perh. rel. to L. mordére 
bite (cf. MORDANT), Gr. smerdnós, smerdaléos 
terrible. So smart adj. Tbiting, stinging 
XI; causing acute pain XII; brisk, vigorous 
Xi Late OE. smeart. smart sb. xir. 


smash sme[ break up or strike at violently. 
xvii (Foote; an earlier isolated sl. meaning 
‘kick downstairs’ appears c.1700). prob. 
imit., combining sm- of smack and smite 
with -ash of earlier bash, clash, crash, dash, 
lash, mash. Hence sb. XVIII. 


smatter smetoi fsmirch, defile xiv; 
tprate, chatter xv; have a superficial know- 
ledge of xvi. Of unkn. origin ; similar forms, 
such as Sw. smattra, G. schmettern sound 
shrill, smash, etc., do not corr. in sense. 


smear smioj Tanoint; cover thickly (as) 
with some greasy matter. OE. smierwan, 
corr. to MLG. smeren, OHG. smirwen (G. 
schmieren), ON. smyrva, smyrja :- Germ. 
*smerwjan. So smear sb. Tfat, grease, oint- 
ment OE.; in later senses f. the vb. OE. 
smeoru = OFris. smere, OS., OHG. smero 
(G. schmer, Du. smeer), ON. smjọr, Goth. 
smairpr; cogn. with Gr. múron ointment, 
smuris EMERY, 


smectite sme-ktait kind of fuller’s earth. 
XIX. f. Gr. sméktis, f. smékhein rub, 
cleanse; see -ITE. 


smeddum see SMITHAM. 


smegma  sme:gmo (physiol.) sebaceous 
secretion. XiX. — L. (Pliny) - Gr. smégma, 
f. base of smékhein rub, cleanse. 


smell smel pt., pp. smelled, smelt A. per- 
ceive by the sense of which the nose is the 
organ; B. have an odour. xit. ME. smelle, 
also smülle, smille, pointing to OE. *smiellan, 
*smyllan, of which no cogns. are known. 
Hence sb. xi1; superseding stink and stench 
in the neutral application of sense B. 


smelt! smelt small fish, Osmerus sperlanus. 
OE. smelt, smylt Gn AL. smeltis, -us, smyltus 
XIV), obscurely rel. to similar Continental 
names for species of fish ; cf. SMOLT. 





SMITH 


smelt? smelt fuse (ore) to obtain the metal. 
xV (implied in smelter). - MLG., MDu. 
smelten (whence also Sw. smälta, Da. 
smelte) = OHG. smelzan (G. schmelzen), 
wk. trans. vb. corr. to str. intr., f. *smelt-, 
var. of the base of MELT. 


smew smjū saw-billed duck, Mergus 
albellus. xvir. Obscurely rel. to synon. 
(dial) smee (xvii), and smeath (xvii), Du. 
smient, Tsmeente, LG. smént widgeon, G. 
schmi-, schmü-, schmeiente small wild duck 
(ente duck). 


smilax  smaileks species of liliaceous 
plants, xvi. -L. smilax (Pliny)- Gr. 
smilax bindweed. 


smile smail give the face a pleased or 
amused expression. XIII (Cursor M.). perh. 
of Scand. origin (cf. Sw. smila, Da. smile); 
a parallel form is OHG. *smilan (in prp. 
smilenter), MHG. smielen; f. (with l- suffix) 
the base repr. by forms cited s.v. SMIRK. 
Hence sb. xvi; cf. MHG. smiel. 


smirch smut! defile, sully. xv. Of unkn. 
origin. Cf. besmirch. xvt (Sh.). 

smirk sm3jk smile, (later) esp. in a silly 
manner. OE. smearcian, smercian, (with -k 
formative) f. *smar- *smer- (*smir-), repr. 
by OE. smerian laugh at, bi|smer, bi|smerian 
scorn, *sma&re in gál|sma&re given to frivolous 
laughter, OHG. smierön (G. Tschmieren) 
smile, and closely rel. to Skr. smeras 
smiling, more remotely to OSI. sméo se, 
smijati sg laugh, Skr. smdyate (he) smiles, 
Gr. meídos, meidán laugh. Cf. sMILE. 


smite smait pt. smote smout, pp. smitten 
smi‘tn, (arch. or joc.) smit administer a 
blow to xii; in various applications lit. and 
fig. now chiefly arch. or joc., superseded in 
gen. use by strike and hit except in pp. in fig. 
uses (‘struck’, ‘impressed’, ‘infatuated’). 
OE. smitan, pt. smát, smiton, pp. smiten 
smear, pollute (also besmitan defile) — 
OFris. smita, OS. bismitan, MLG., MDu. 
smiten (Du. smijten), OHG., smizan smear, 
also bi|smigan smear, sully (G. schmeissen 
throw, fling), Goth. bi|smeitan, ga|smeitan 
smear :- CGerm. *smitan (but in Scand. 
langs. from LG.). € For a similar series of 
meanings cf. STRIKE. 


smith smip one who works in iron, etc. 
OE. smib = OF ris. smith, MDu. smit, (also 
mod.) smid, OHG. smid (G. schmied, 
tschmid), ON. smidr:~CGerm. *smipaz 
(in Goth. aizajsmiba coppersmith) orig. 
prob. craftsman (cf. OE. sense of ‘carpenter’ 
and wigsmip warrior, ON. Ló0asmiór poet, 
Icel. skosm:iüur shoemaker, and senses of 
corr. vbs.); prob. f. IE. *smei-, repr. by Gr. 
smīlē chisel, sminúē mattock. So smith vb. 
OE. smiþian = OS., OHG. smithén, ON. 
smida, Goth. galsmibén. smithy smi: ði 
smith's workshop, forge. xii: (Cursor M.). 
— ON. smidja, corr. to OE. smippe (surviv- 
ing in early ME. smip(p)e), OFris. smithe, 
MLG. smede (smee), MDu. sisse (Du. 
smidse), OHG. smidda, smitta (G. schmiede). 
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smitham smi-dam, smeddum  sme:dom 
fine powder; finest lead ore ground to 
powder xvi; (Sc) energy, go xvii. OE. 
smed(e)ma fine flour, meal, of unkn. origin; 
later assim. to SMITH. 


smithereens  smibOorinz  (colloq., dial.) 
small fragments. xix. f. (dial) smithers 
(Xix) J--EEN?4-pl. s. Cf. Ir. smidirín. 


smock smok (dial) shift, chemise OE.; 
(short for s. frock) loose coarse-linen overall 
garment xix. OE. smoc = OHG. smoccho, 
ON. smokkr (perh. from Eng.) ; rel. to MHG. 
gesmuc (G. schmuck ornament); parallel to 
forms based on *smiz-, viz. OE. smiigan 
creep, MHG. smiegen, ON. smjüga creep 
into, put on a garment, OE. &|smogu 
snake’s skin, smygel(s) burrow. Cf. SMUGGLE. 


smoke smouk visible vapour from burning 
matter. OE. smoca, f. wk. grade of the base 
repr. by MLG. smök, MDu. smoock (Du. 
smook), MHG. smouch (G. schmauch) and 
OE. sméoc, smiec, sméé, smié, (dial.) smeech, 
smitch, and vbs. sméocan, (dial. smeek), 
MDu. smieken, (M)LG., (M)Du. sméken, 
Flem. smuik, smuiken (whence Sc. smuke). 
So vb. OE. smocian. Cf. Gr. smugénai be 
consumed with heat, Lith. smaugti to be 
asphyxiated by smoke. 


smolt smoult young salmon between a 
parr and a grilse. xiv (AL. smolius xtv). In 
earliest use Sc. ; of unkn. origin ; cf. SMELT!. 


smoot smüt do casual work in a printing 
house. xvii (Moxon). Of unkn. origin. 


smooth smüó having a surface free from 

irregularities OE.; pleasant, affable xiv; 
bland, plausible xv. Late OE. smóp (rare, 
the usual form being smépe, ME. smethe, 
dial. smeeth, which was gen. superseded); 
without certain cogns. Hence smooth 
vb. xv; superseding ME. smethe (dial. 
smeeth), OE. smépian, smépban. smoo:thEN? 
XVII. 


smother sma‘6a1 (often with smoke) dense 
or stifling smoke. x11. Early ME. smorder, 
later (with loss of the first r) smoper ; f. base 
of OE. smorian (dial. smore) suffocate, corr. 
to (M)Du., (M)LG. smoren (whence G. 
schmoren), of unkn. origin. Hence vb. 
(early ME. smordren). 


smouch smautf (U.S.) pilfer. xix. perh. 
alt. of SMOUSE. 


smoulder smou'ldər tsmother, suffocate 
XIV; burn and smoke without flame xvi. 
rel. obscurely to LG. smóln, MDu. smólen 
(Du. smeulen smoulder), Flem. smoel sultry. 
Qj After early xvii discontinued. exc. poet. 
in the prp. smouldering, until revived by 
Scott c.1810. 


smouse smaus, also Tsmouch Jew. xvVviir. 
— Du. smous Jew, usurer, corr. to G. schmus 
talk, patter —- Yiddish schmuoss, Heb. 
Sémit' oth tales, news, the reference being to 
the persuasive talk of Jewish pedlars. 


SNAIL 


smudge smadz make a dirty mark or 
smear on. xv. Hence sb. xvirr. Of unkn. 
origin, but parallel to synon. smutch sb. 
(xvi), vb. (xvir, Sh.), smooch vb. (xvii); cf. 
the formally corr. pair sludge and slush, and 
forms cited s.v. SMUT. 


smug smag trim, neat, smooth, sleek xvr; 
marked by self-complacency xix. Parallel 
to tsmudge adj. smart, trim (Nashe), vb. 
deck out (Nashe, Greene), and corr. in sense 
to LG. smuck pretty (xvi), G. schmuck 
ornament, schmiicken adorn. 


smuggle smagl convey clandestinely to 
avoid duty, etc. xvii. Earlier smuckle, as in 
smuckellor (16613) - LG. smukkelen, with 
var. smuggelen (whence G. and Scand. 
forms), Du. smokkelen, of unkn. origin 
(reference to the base of OE. vb. smigan 
creep does not account for the k-variant). 


smut smat blacken, smudge xvi; affect 
(grain) with smut xvi. So smut sb., 
fungous disease of plants marked by 
blackness; black or sooty mark; indecent 
language xvii. Hence smurtty! (of grain) 
XVI; dirty, blackened, obscene xvir. Parallel 
with obs. synon. formations having the 
cons.-frame sm..t (with var. sm..d), 
as OE. smitt smear, smittian pollute, smitan 
SMITE, also besmittian (ME. besmit), ismotted 
pp. (Trevisa), besmotered (Ch.) stained, 
besmotted, smoterlich (Ch.), smotry (Lydg.) 
defiled, sullied, smad (xv), smod stain 
(xiv), bismudded, besmuJdeled x11, and forms 
cited s.v. SMUDGE; cogn. further with Con- 
tinental Germ. formations such as LG. 
smutt, MHG. smotsen, smuz, smutzen (G. 
schmutz, schmutzen, LG. smadden, Du. 
smodderen; cogns. of a type lacking initial s 
are seen in Gr. mtidos dampness, Lith. 
mdudyti bathe, OIr. muad cloud. 


snack snezk (dial.) bite (esp. of a dog) xv 
(Hoccleve); share, portion; drop of liquor 
XVII; morsel of food, light repast, ‘bite’ 
xviii. ~ MDu. snac(k) in the first sense, rel. 
to snacken, var. of snappen SNAP (whence 
Eng. dial. snack vb. xiv); MUG. snacken 
chatter (whence G. schnack gossip, rumour) ; 
perh. orig. imit. of the sound of snapping 
the jaws together. Cf. SNATCH. 


snaffle snzfl form of bridle-bit. xvr. 
prob. of LDu. origin; cf. OFris. snavel 
mouth, (M)LG., (M)Du. szavel, corr. to 
OHG. snabul (G. schnabel) beak, bill, spout, 
nose; cf. Lith. sndpas beak, bill; see -L&!. 


snag sng short stump projecting from a 
tree; sharp projection xvi; (orig. U.S.) 
trunk or branch in a river, etc. interfering 
with navigation; hence gen. obstacle xix. 
prob. of Scand. origin (cf. ON. snaghyrndr 
sharp-pointed (axe), Norw. dial. snag, 
snage sharp point, spike, Icel. snagi peg). 


snail sneil gasteropod housed in a shell. 
OE. snægle)l, sneg(e)l = OS. snegil, MLG. 
sneil, OHG. snegil (LG. snagel), ON. 
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SNAKE 


snigill, f. *"snag-, *sneg-, rel to MLG. | 


snigge, OHG. snecko (G. schnecke) ; cf. -Le!. 


snake sneik reptile of the order Ophidia. 
OE. snaca = MLG. snake, ON. sndkr, 
snókr (Sw. snok, Da. snog); rel. to OHG. 
snahhan (G. dial. schnaacken) crawl, and 
further to Ir. snaighim I crawl. 


snap snzp quick or sudden bite xv, catch, 
effort, sound xvir. So vb. bite quickly or 
suddenly, seize with sudden action XVI; 
break clean; make a cracking sound XVII. 
prob. - (M)LG., (M)Du. snappen seize (cf. 
SNACK vb.), speak hastily ; but partly echoic. 
snap- the verb stem has been much used in 
comb. since XVIH to form terms denoting 
operations or appliances involving the use 
of a catch, a snapping movement, or rapid or 
unexpected action. comp. SRa'PDRAGON À. 
antirrhinum xvı (Tusser, Gerarde); B. 
Christmas game of snatching raisins from 
burning brandy xvin (Swift, Steele); in A 
with fanciful likening of the flower to a 
dragon’s mouth, the lips of which suggest 
snapping; in B with suggestion of snatching 
a fiery dragon. 


snare sner trap consisting of a string with 
a running noose. Late OE. sneara ~= ON. 
snara = OS. snari (Du. snaar) string, OHG. 
snarahha snare; rel. to MLG. snare harp- 
string, OHG. snerhan bind, knot, ON. 
snara wind, twist. As applied to the strings 
of gut or rawhide stretched across the lower 
head of a side-drum prob. - MDu. or MLG. 
snare. Hence snare vb. xiv (Wycl. Bible). 
So synon. snarl! snàáil xiv; see -EL!, -LE’. 


snark snáik imaginary animal invented by 
‘Lewis Carroll’ (C. L. Dodgson) in “The 
Hunting of the Snark’, 1876. 


snarl? snail make an angry sound with 
showing of the teeth. xvi. Extension of 
synon. -H4ar (xv1i)- (M)LG. snarren — 
MHG. snarren (G. schnarren); cf. MHG. 
snarche(Dn (G. schnarchen); see -LE?. 


snatch snætf make a sudden snap at or 
seizure of. xir. Hence snatch sb. tcatch, 
hasp; ttrap, snare xiv; hasty catch, sudden 
grab; short period; snack; small amount 
xvi. Obscurely rel. to SNACK, and north. 
dial. sneck door-latch (xiv); these imply a 
base *szak-, repr. by (M)Du. snakken gasp, 
perh. orig. open the jaws suddenly; cf. 
SNAP. 


sneak snik go stealthily, creep furtively. 
xvi (Sh.; implied in somewhat earlier 
sneakish). prob. of dial. origin; rel. ob- 
scurely to early ME. snike, OE. snican creep, 
crawl, ON, sníkja. 


sneer snisi ftsnort xvr; smile contemp- 
tuously xviI. Hence sneer sb. xvill. perh. 
of LDu. origin (cf. NFris. sneer scornful 
remark), sneere scorn. 


sneeze sniz sb. and vb. (make) explosive 
noise to clear the nostrils. Appears first 
(xv) in the form snese as a substitute in 


SNOOD 


printed texts for an original fzese (from 
OE. faésan), which had become obs. soon 
after 1400, being superseded by nese, 
NEEZE for which snese, sneeze was prob. 
substituted as more expressive. 


snib see SNUB. 


snick snik cut, snip xvii; (in cricket) cut 
a ball so that it glances off xix. Deduced 
from tsnick-a-snee, tsnickersnee fight with 
knives (1705), tsnick or snee, repl. earlier 
tstick or snee (xvii)— Du. steken thrust, 
STICK, and snee, dial. var. of snijen, snijden 
cut, repr. CGerm. *snīþan (OE. snipan, etc., 
Goth. sneipan). 


snider snardori breech-loading rifle in- 
vented by Jacob Snider (died 1860). 


sniff snif draw air through the nose audibly. 
XIV. imit.; cf. next. 


snift snift (dial) sniff. xiv; implied in 
synon. (dial) smifter (see -ER!); perh.- 
MSw. snypta, or MDa. snyfte, of imit. 
origin. snifting tclack, pipe, valve, through 
which air may be expelled. 

snigger snigor laugh in a half-suppressed 
manner. XVIII. var. of snicker (XVII), of 
imit. formation (cf. nicker neigh); see -ER*. 
Hence sb. (xix). 


snip snip snap, snatch; cut (up or off). 

xvi. =LG., Du. snippen (cf. G. dial. 
schnippen), of echoic origin (cf. SNAP). 
Hence (or—LDu. forms) snip sb. small 
piece or amount; cut, incision; (hence) 
tailor (B. Jonson). xvi. 


snipe snaip bird of the genus Gallinago. 

XIV. prob. of Scand. origin (cf. Icel. »myri|- 
snipa, Norw. myr-, strandjsnipa).  'lhe 
occas. var. fsnippe (XIV--XVlI) corr. to 
obscurely rel. (M)LG., MDu. snippe (Du. 
snip), also sneppe, and OHG. snepfa (G. 
schnepfe). © The synon. (dial.) snite, OE. 
snite (also wudu|snite) is of unkn. origin. 


snip-snap-snorum snip snep = snd-rem 
round card-game. XVII. -LG. snipp- 
snapp-snorum, of fanciful coinage. @ Earlier 
Tsnape snorum (XVII). 


snite snait see SNIPE. 


snivel snrvl run at the nose xiv; be in a 
tearful state xvi. repr. OE. *snyflan, 
implied in late snyflung mucus of the nose, 
f. synon. snofl. Cf. LG., Du. snuffelen smell 
out, snuiven sniff, Sw. snévla, Norw. snuvla, 
Da. snovle, tsnevle. Hence sb. xv; cf. -LE°. 


snob snob (dial.) shoemaker, cobbler; 

+(Cambridge Univ.) townsman xvIII, Tone 
with no claim to gentility; one who vul- 
garly admires, etc., one of superior rank, 
etc. (Thackeray) xix. Of unkn. origin. 
Hence snobbery, sno-bbisH! (Dickens), 
sno‘bbism (George Eliot). 


snoek snük (S.Afr.) large edible sea-fish. 
xix. Du. (cf. SNOOK). 


snood  snud  hair-band. (OE. smod of 
doubtful origin. 
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SNOOK 


snook snük kinds of fish, esp. the sea-pike. 
xvii. — Du. snoek = (M)LG. saóh, prob. 
rel. to the base of sNACK. Cf. sNOEK. 





snooker snü:kor game combining pool and 
pyramids. xix (late), Of unkn. origin. 
Hence snookerep! having one’s object-ball 
covered by another. 


snook(s) snik(s) derisive gesture with 
thumb to nose (phr. cock a s.). xix (late). 
Of unkn. origin. 


Snooks snuks (colloq.) hypothetical sur- 
name of a person not identified or identi- 
fiable. Of unkn. origin. 


snoop snüp (orig. U.S.) appropriate; go 
about prying. XIX. — Du. snoepen to eat (on 
the sly). 


snooze snūz take a short nap. xvi. Cant 
word of unkn. origin, perh. suggested by 
snore and doze. 


snore snido1 (dial.) snort; make harsh 

noises in sleep through mouth and nose. 
XIV. f. imit. base *snor-, repr. (with ex- 
pressive additions) by (M)LG., (M)Du. 
snorken (whence dial. snork xvi, Tindale), 
Du. snorken, and SNORT; cf. also (M)LG. 
snarken, MHG. snarchen (G. schnarchen), 
beside OE. fnæran, fnærettan snort. 


snorkel sn5-ikel, schnorkel fnd-- under- 
water breathing device, esp. on a submarine. 
XX. — G. schnorchel (1n same sense); cf. G. 
schnarchen to snore. 


snort snoit tsnore; make an explosive 
noise by driving the breath through the 
nostrils. xiv. ult. imit. (cf. prec.); prob. 
partly alt. of Tfnort (in some MSS. of Ch.); 
cf. the history of SNEEZE. 


snot snot (dial) snuff of a candle xiv 
(Wycl. Bible) ; mucus of the nose xv. prob. 
—- (M)LG., MDu. snotte, Du. snot, corr. to 
OE. ge|snot, OFris. suotta, MHG. snuz (G. 
dial. schnutz), f. Germ. *snüt- (cf. next). 
Hence sno-tty! xvi (Levins) ; preceded by 
sno'ttiness (Palsgr.). — — 


snout  snaut  Telephant's trunk; nose, 
muzzle. xuii. ME. sntite-MLG., MDu. 
snüt(e) (Du. snuit), whence MSw. snuta, 
Da. snude, G. schnauze; ult. f. Germ. *snüt-, 
whence also late OE. snytan clear the nose 
(dial. snite) = (M)LG. sniiten, OHG. sniizen 
(G. schneuzen snuff a candle, blow the nose), 
ON. snyta :— *sntitjan (cf. SNOT). 


snow! snou frozen vapour of the air falling 
in flakes. OE. snGw = OFris. sné (also 
mod.), OS., OHG. snéo (Du. sneeuw, G. 
schnee), ON. snær, snjár, snjór, Goth. snaiws 
:- CGerm. *snaiwaz, immed. cogn. with 
Balto-$]. forms, and Ir. snigid it snows, Av. 
snaézaiti, Olr. snechta, parallel to an IE. 
type without s-, repr. by L. nix, nivis, Gr. 
nipha (acc.) niphds, neiphei it snows, W. nyf. 
Hence snow vb. xit; repl. ME. sneze, OE. 
snīwan = MLG. snien, MDu. sniiwen, snien, 
OHG. snīwan (G, schneien) :- WGerm. 
*smigwan; with diff. vowel grade, ON. 


-SO 


snjáva, snjéva; cf. comps. and derivs. (most 
of them with Germ. analogues. sno-WBALL! 
XIV; cf. AL. nivenodium ; Ssno-wDROP plant 
Galanthus nivalis xvir (Boyle); SNOWFLAKE 
XVIII; SMO*W-SHOE XVII; SI10-W-WATER XII ; 
sno-w-WHITE OE. snawhwit; sno'wvy' OE. 
snücig; analogical str. inflexions, pt. snez, 
pp. snawn, snown, remaining dial., date 
from xiv. 


snow? snou small sailing-vessel. XVII. 
—- Du. sna(ajuw or LG. snau (whence also 
Sw., Da. snau, G. schnaue, F., etc. senau). 
Of unkn. origin. 


snub snab rebuke or reprove sharply xiv 
(Rolle); check, stop (obs. exc. naut.) XVI; 
(dial) shorten xvi. - ON. snubba (ct. 
Norw. and Sw. dial. suubba, Da. snubbe cut 
short, make stumpy), rel. to MDa. snibbe, 
MSw. sybba, whence (dial.) snib rebuke 
xuI (Cursor M.); ult. origin unkn. Hence 
adj. short and turned up, in snub-no'se 
and -no:sed adj. xvim (cf. Norw. dial. 
snubbnos); earher Tsnutnose(d) XVII-XVIII, 
Tsnatnosed xvt1, Tsnatted xit1—xv. 


snuff! snaf portion of candle-wick partly 

consumed xiv (Wycl. Bible). Of unkn. 
origin (G. synon. schnuppe does not corr. 
phonetically). Hence snuff vb. remove the 
snuff from xv (preceded by snot (Wycl. 
Bible), later dial., extinguish xvi (sl. intr. 
with out, die x1x). 


snuff? snaf powdered tobacco for inhaling 

through the nostrils. xvir. = Du. snuf, 
prob. short for snuftabak (so LG. snuv-, 
G. schnupftabak), f£. MDu. snuffen snuffle, 
whence Eng. snuff (xvi) inhale through 
the nostrils. 


snuffle sna‘fl tsniff at in contempt; smell 
at; speak or draw air through the nose. xvi. 
prob. = LG., Du. snuffelen (whence G. 
schnüffeln), f. imit. base *snuf-, repr. also by 
SNUFF’, OE. snoffa nausea, snofl catarrh; 
see -LE? and cf. SNIVEL. 


snug snag (of a ship) trim, secure against 
bad weather xv1; in ease or comfort XVII. 
First in naut. use and prob. of LDu. origin 
(cf. LG. snügger, snógger slender, smooth, 
dainty, smart, Du. snuggher, snoggher 
slender, slim, active (mod. snugger lively, 
sprightly), but the meanings are not close. 
Hence (see -LE*) snuggle sna’gl he snug 
or close. XVII. 


SO sou in such a manner; in that way; to 
that extent. OE. swa, lengthened swd (also 
swe, swé, se), corr., with variations, to 
OF ris. sa, so, OS. sé, OHG. sõ, suo (Du. 
zoo, G. so), ON. svd, Goth. swa (also swe), 
rel. to OL. suad so, Oscan svat, svae if, swá 
and, Gr. hés (:— *srós) as, hoóp( p)os (:—*spód- 
pós) how. Cf. ALSO, AS, SUCH. 

-s0 sou adv. attached to wh- prons. and 
advs., and kow, e.g. ME. hwa so whoso, 
hwer so whereso (reduced forms of OE. 
swa huwaà sta, swá hwzr swd, etc.), repl. gen. 
by -ever (whoever, wherever) and -SOEVER. 
Cf. -SOME?, 
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SOAK 


soak souk steep (trans. and intr.) OE.; 
permeate thoroughly xIv; percolate xv. 
OE. socian, corr. to WFlem. soken, zoken, 
rel. to OE. soc sucking at the breast, f. *suk-, 
wk. grade of OE. scan suck. €] In OE. 
perh. only a colloq. word, which could ac- 
count for its non-appearance in early ME. 


soap soup substance composed of certain 

oils and fats used for cleansing. OE. sdpe = 
(M)LG. sépe, MDu. seepe (Du. zeep), 
OHG. seipha, seifa (G. seife) :- WGerm. 
*saibó (ON. sdpa is prob. from  OE.), 
whence Finnish saip( p)io, saip( pua, Lappish 
saipo, and L. sápó(n-), credited to Gaul by 
Pliny, whence (O)F. savon, Pr. sabó, Sp. 
jabón, lt. sapone, Rum. sdpun. Hence vb. 
XVI. 


soar sər fly upwards. xiv (Ch.). 
Aphetic - (O)F. essorer (used refl.) = Pr. 
eisaurar raise into the air, It. (of hawks) 
sorare :- Rom. *exaurdre, f. L. ex EX-! -F aura 
air in motion (see AURA). 


sob sob catch the breath convulsively. xu. 
First evidenced in easterly texts (‘Vices and 
Virtues’, ‘Havelok’, ‘Ayenbite of Inwyt’) 
and perh. of LDu. origin (cf. WFris. sobje, 
Du. dial. sabben suck). 


sober sou:boar temperate in food or drink 
(R. Mannyng); not drunk or drunken 
(Wycl. Bible, 'lrevisa); grave, serious, 
sedate (PPL, Ch., Gower); subdued in tone 
XVI (Sh.); restrained in thought, etc. XVII. 
— (O)F. sobre — Sp., It. sobrio — L. sdbrius )( 
ébrius (see  EBRIETY,  INEBRIATE). So 
sobrigrv sobrariti. xv. - (O)F. or L. 
sobriquet, soubriquet  sowbrikei, sü-- 
nickname. xvii. — F. sobriquet, earlier 
soubriguet (xv); identical with soubriquet 
(xIv) tap under the chin, perb. for 
*souzbequet, f. souz (x L. subtus) under -+ 
bec BEAK. 


socage so'kids (hist) tenure by service 
other than knight-service, as by attendance 
at the court held by the superior in virtue 
of his right of soke. xiv. - AN. socage (AL. 
socdgium), f. soc; see SOKE, -AGE. 


SOCcer so:koi see -Enf. 


sociable sou'fobl marked by inclination for 
companionship. xvi. =F. sociable or L. 
socidbilis, f. socidre unite, ASSOCIATE, f. 
socius companion, ally, fellow; see -ABLE. 
So sociability. xv. sociaŁ! sou'fol 
tallied, occurring between allies; marked 
by mutual intercourse XVI; pert. to human 
society XVIII (the popularization of this 
sense was due partly to the title of J. J. 
Rousseau’s ‘Le contrat social’, 1762)- 
(O)F. social or L. sociáks allied, con- 
federate, companionable, sociable, (Ovid) 
conjugal, f. socius; the L. adj. was used by 
Grotius and Puffendorf in jus naturale 
sociale natural social law. So socialism 
political doctrine and practice of social 
organization by which production and ad- 
ministration of all resources are controlled 
by the community, 1839. ~F. socialisme 





SODALITY 





cf. It. antisocialismo (Giacomo 
Giuliana, 1803). socialist (1827, R. 
Owen). society sdsaiiti A. (living in) 
association xvi (Elyot, More); aggregate of 
persons living together xvir; B. collection 
of persons forming a community XVI. 
-(O)F. société =: Sp. sociedad, It. societa 
— L. societüs, -tat-, f. socius; see -ITY, 
-TY?. societa'RIAN pert. to society or its 
organization xix (1822, Lamb); cf. F. 
sociétaire (XVIII). sociology sousia-lad3i 
science dealing with human society. XIX. 
~F. sociologie (Auguste Comte, 1830), 
irreg. f. (see -0-) L.soczus. €| Grotius used 
modL. socialista, and socialistus was applied 
later to adherents of his. 


Socinian sousi:nion (pert. to) a member of 
a heretical sect denying the divinity of Jesus 
Christ. xvil. ~modL. Socinidnus, f. Socinus, 
latinization of Soz(z)ini, surname of two 
It. theologians of xvi. 


sock! sok flight shoe OE.; half-hose xiv; 
shoe worn by comic actors on the Greek 
and Roman stage xvi. OE. socc, corr. to 
MLG., MDu. socke (Du. zok), OHG. 
soch (G. socke), ON. sokkr; Germ. = L. 
soccus — Gr. súkkhos, sukkhás, which may be 
of Oriental origin, but their connexions are 
obscure. 


sock? sok (sl.) blow, beating; also vb. XVII. 
Of unkn. (perh. echoic) origin. 


Sock? sok (Eton School sl.) eatables. xix. 
Of unkn. origin. 

socket so-kit flance- or spear-head of the 
form of a ploughshare xiII ; cavity to receive 
an object fitting into it xv — AN. soket, dim. 
of (O)F. soc ploughshare (thought to be of 
Celtic origin) after AL. vomerulus (Matthew 
Paris x111), dim. of L. vomer ploughshare ; 
see -ET. 

socle so:kl plain block or plinth serving as 
a pedestal. xvi. -F. socle- it. zoccolo 
prop. wooden shoe, repr. L. socculus, dim. 
of soccus SOCK!. 


sod! sod piece of grass-grown earth. xv. 
~(M)LG. sode, MDu. sode (Du. zode) = 
OfFris. sãtha, sãda, of unkn. origin. 

sod? səd gross term of abuse for a male 
person; also in milder use. xıx. sl. shorten- 
ing of SODOMITE. 


soda sou'də sodium carbonate. XVI. 
~medL. soda (whence F. soude, Sp., It. 
soda), perh. back-formation f. soddnum 
glasswort, based on Arab. suda@* headache 
(for which the plant, containing soda, was 
used as a remedy), f. sadac split. Hence 
sodium sou:diom (chem.) metal forming 
the base of soda. xix (H. Davy 1807). 


sodalite sou-dolait (min.) greenish-blue 
silicate of aluminium and sodium. XIX. f. 
SODA c -LITE. 

sodality soudzlíti religious guild for 
mutual help, etc. xvr. — F. or L., £. sodalis 
member of a brotherhood or corporation; 
see -ITY. 


(1832); 
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SODDEN 


sodden so‘dn ftboiled xır; dull, stupid, 
expressionless xvi; saturated with moisture 
XIX, pp. of SEETHE, 


sodomy so-demi unnatural sexual inter- 
course, esp. between males. xrrr (RGlouc.). 
- medL. sodomia (whence also (O)F. 
sodomie XIV, Sp. sodomia, It. sodomia), for 
ChrL. peccátum Sodomiticum (Jerome), So- 
domita libidó (Prudentius) sin, lust of Sodom, 
f. Sodoma (Gr. 2/ó8oya, Heb. S'dóm) the city 
of Sodom in Palestine the wickedness and 
destruction of which are recorded in Gen. 
xvii-xix. So so:-domiTE one who commits 
sodomy xIv; inhabitant of Sodom xv. 
—(O)F. sodomite late L. Sodomīta, Gr. 
Sodomiités ; see -ITE. 


soever soue'voi poet. soe'er souco:1 SO-- 
EVER used with generalizing or emphatic 
force. xvi. hence as a var. of -ever, as in 
whosoever, whensoever, wheresoever ; so (dial.) 
Some-ver, -some-ver see -SO, -SOME?. 


sofa sou'fo in the East, dais furnished with 
cushions and carpets xvii (Purchas); long 
stuffed couch xvin. ult. - Arab. suffa^, 
through Eur. langs., F. sofa, tsopha, etc. 


soffit so:fit (arch.) under surface or ceiling 
of an architrave, etc. XVII. Earliest forms 
soffita, -ito, later sof(f)ite, soffit — F. soffite or 
It. soffito, -ita :- *suffictu-s, -icta, for L. 
suffixus (see SUFFIX). 


soft sdft A. agreeable OE.; B. gentle, mild 
XII; C. impressionable, compliant xin (silly, 
simple xvir); presenting a yielding surface 
xu. Late OE. sdfte agreeable, comfortable, 
luxurious, repl. earlier mutated séfte = 
OF ris, séfte, OS. safti, OHG. semfti (UG. 
Tsenft) :- W Germ. *samfti ; the un-mutated 
form, due to influence from the adv. (OE. 
softe, etc.), is paralleled in MLG. sachte, 
safte, LG. sacht, MDu. sachte, safte (Du. 
zacht), (M)HG. sanft; f£. WGerm. *samft-, 
referred by some to the base *sdm- of SEEM. 
Hence soften® sòfn. xrv (Ch.). 


soggy sə'gi (dial, U.S.) swampy. XVIII. 
f. dial. sog marsh+-y?, 


soho souhou: (orig. in hunting) call to 
direct attention to a hare. xim. In earliest 
use varying with howe, he howe, here howe, 
howe here. 


soi-disant swadiză self-styled XVIII; pre- 
tended xix. F., sot oneself (:— L. sé), disant, 
prp. of dire say (see DICTION). 


soil! soil (piece of) ground or earth, land, 
country ; ground as cultivated. xiv. First in 
several senses from  west-midl. texts. 
— AN. soil land, perh. repr. L. solium seat 
(whence F. seuil threshold), by assoc. with 
solum (F. sol) ground. 


soii? soil muddy place ; stretch of water as 
refuge for a hunted animal xv; stain, pollu- 
tion xvi; filth, ordure (as in night-soil) xvit. 
= OF. *soille, souille (mod. souille muddy 
place, (dial.) souil pond, ordure), f. souiller 
SOIL?. 


SOLANDRA 


soil? soil A. defile, pollute xin; sully, 
tarnish xvr; B. take to water or marshy 
ground xv. ~ OF. soill(ijer, suill(i)er (mod. 
souiller) = Pr. solhar, Cat. sullar :- Rom. 
*suculáre, f. L. suculus, -ula, dim. of süs 
sow}. 


soil’ soil (dial.) feed (cattle) with green 
fodder, orig. for purgation. XVII. perh. a 
use of SOIL’, 


soirée swi'rei evening party. xix. F., f. 
soir evening :- L. sérum late hour, n. of 
serus late (cf. SINCE). 


sojourn so'd3oin, saA:daeun reside, stay. 
xi (S.Eng. (Leg). ME. sorjourni, sotourni 
~ OF. sorjorner, sojorner (mod. séjourner) — 
Pr. sojornar, It. soggiornare :- Rom. *sub- 
diurnāre ‘spend the day’, f. L. sub- SUB-+ 
late L. diurnum day (cf. JOURNAL). So so-- 
journ sb. xni. —- AN. su(r)jurn, OF. sojor, 
etc. (mod. séjour), f. the vb. 


soke souk right of local jurisdiction ; area 
of this. xiv. - medL.. sóca - OE. sócn attack, 
resort, right of prosecution or jurisdiction, 
administrative district = ON. sókn attack, 
prosecution, concourse, parish, Goth. 
sõkns search, inquiry := Germ. *sõkniz, f. 
*sdk- (see SEEK). The full form so-ken is 
also used for jurisdictional district (locally, 
as by Ch., for resort to a particular mill). 


sol! sol sun; (alch.) gold xtv (Ch.) ; (her.) or 
XVII. — L. sol SUN. 


sol? sol (mus.) sth note of Guido's hexa- 
chords and hence of the octave. xiv. See 
GAMUT. Hence solfa solfa: set of syllables 
(do, re, mi, fa, etc.) sung to the notes of the 
major scale xv1; as vb., repl. Tsolf(e) xiv, 
surviving in Sc. sowff (xv111) hum or whistle 
(a tune) softly — (O)F. solfier ; cf. Sp. solfear. 
So solfeggio solfe-d3iou exercise in which 
the solfa is employed. xviir. It., f. solfeggiare. 
solmization solmaizei [on solfa-ing. xvii. 
-~ F., f. solmiser, f. sol soL? + mi MI. See 
-IZE, -ATION. 


sola souls L. sola, of females, solitary, 
= SOLE’, xvull. It. (comm.) single bill = L. 
fem. of sólus SOLE? ; see -A!., 


solace sə'ləs consolation or means of it; 

tdelight, amusement. xin. - OF. solas, 
-aiz (mod. dial. soulas) = Pr. solatz, Sp. 
solaz, It. solazzo :- L. sólátium, f. solàri 
relieve, console. So so'lace vb. xii. - OF. 
solacier (med. dial. soulasser); cf. It. 
solazzare, medL. solátiáre, etc. 


solan sou'lən gannet. xv. In earliest use 
Sc. ; prob. f. ON. súla gannet + and-, ond 
duck (see DRAKE). 


solander sou'lændər box made in the form 
of a book to contain botanical specimens, 
etc. XVIII. f. name of D. C. Solander, Sw. 
botanist (1736-82). 


solandra soulæ'ndrə genus of tropical 
Amer. shrubs. xvu. modL., f. name of 
D. C. Solander ; see prec. and -AŁ. 
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SOLANUM 


solanum  souleitnom nightshade. XVI. 
—-L. solànum, f. sol sou’. solana'cEovs. 
XIX. 


solar sou-lor pert. to the sun. xv. -= L. 
sóláris, f. sol SOL! ; see -AR and cf. F. solaire, 
etc. So solarium soules'riəm sundial; 
apartment or area exposed to the sun. XIX; 
cf. SOLLAR and see -IUM. 


soldan so:don see SULTAN. 


solder so:lda1, sou:ldoi, so:doz, só:do3 fusible 
alloy used for uniting metal surfaces. XIV. 
Early forms soudur, soudre, sawdere (cf. 
SAWDER), sod(d)er — (O)F. soudure, f. souder, 
Tsolder (whence Tfsold vb. xiv) — Pr. soudar, 
Sp. soldar, Olt. sodare :- L. solidáre fasten 
together, f. solidus soL1ip. Hence vb. xv. 


soldier sou'ld3az one serving in an army 
for pay. x1 (Cursor M.). Early forms 
sawder, ~iour, sowdier, -iour, souldeour, 
so(Ddiour - OF. soud(i)er, saudier, so(l)dier 
(cf. medL. solidárius), f. sou(l)de (whence 
Tsold sb. xiv) pay — Pr. sol, Sp. sueldo, Ít., 
Pg. soldo += L. solidus gold coin of imperial 
times, sb. use (sc. nummus coin) of solidus 
SOLID ; see -IER*, 


sole! soul under-surface of the foot xiv; 
bottom of a boot or shoe; Tfoundation ; sill 
xv; lower part, bottom xvir. Late OE. 
*solu or *sole (in miswritten pl. solez), corr. 
to OS., OHG. sola (Du. zool, G. sohle) - 
popL. *sola (whence also OF. suele, Pr. 
sola, Sp. suela, It. suola, whence F. sole), 
for L. solea sandal, sill (see also next), f. 
solum bottom, pavement, sole of the foot. 


sole? soul flatfish Solea vulgaris (solea). 
xiv. —(O)F. sole - Pr. sola = Sp. suela 
whence It. soglia, Pg. solha :- Rom. *sola 
for L. solea, identical with prec., the fish 
being so named because of its shape. 


sole? soul single, unmarried (surviving in 
FEME sole) xiv (Ch.) ; alone, solitary xv; one 
and only xv; exclusive xvi. Late ME. 
soul(e) - OF. soul-e (mod. seul-e) — Pr. sol, 
Sp., It. solo :- L. solus alone, sole. Cf. 
CONSOLE, DESOLATE. 


solecism — solisizm violation of good 
grammar or good manners; impropriety. XVI. 
— F. solécisme or L. solæcismus — Gr. soloi- 
kismós, f. sóloikos using incorrect syntax, 
guilty of grammatical impropriety, said by 
ancient writers (Strabo, etc.) to refer to the 
corruption of the Attic dialect by Athenian 
colonists at Soloi in Cilicia; see -ISM. 


solemn solom accompanied with cere- 
mony:; grave, serious. XIV. ME. solem(p)ne 
- OF. solem(p)ne (superseded by solennel), 
corr. to Pr., Sp. solemne, It. solenne - L. 
sollemnis, -ennis, -empnis celebrated cere- 
monially and at a fixed date, festive, 
customary, f. sollus whole, entire, said by 
Festus to be an Oscan word; the terminal 
el. is unexpl. So solemnity sdle-mniti. 
xii (S.Eng. Leg. Cursor M.) -OF. 
solem(pynité (mod. solennité) - L. sollem(p)- 


SOLIPSISM 


nitüs. solemnizE sodlomnaiz. xiv (Wycl.). 
— OF. solemniser - rnaedL. so:lemniza- r10N. 
XV. 


solen soulen razor-fish. xvii. — L. solemn 
— Gr. sólén channel, pipe, syringe, shellfish. 


solfa, solfeggio see sor?. 


solfatara soalfaté:ra volcanic vent exhaling 

sulphurous vapour. XVIII. f. name of a 
sulphurous volcano near Naples, Italy. 
f. solfo SULPHUR, 


solferino solforinou bright crimson dye- 
colour rosaniline. xix. f. Solferino, name 
of a town in Italy, where a battle was fought 
in 1859. @ Cf. for circumstances of origin 
MAGENTA, STEENKIRK. 


solicit soalrsit A. Tdisturb, trouble xv; 
Tentreat, petition, incite xvr; B. Tmanage, 
attend to (affairs) xv ; Turge, plead ; sue for ; 
also intr. xvi. — (O)F. solliciter, corr. to Pr. 
sollicitar, etc. — L. sollicitáre stir, agitate, 
harass, vex, seduce, entice, (medL.) look 
after, f. sollicitus agitated, f. sollus whole, en- 
tire (cf. SOLEMN) 4- citus put in motion, pp. of 
ciére (see CITE). So solicitA-TION Tmanage- 
ment, transaction Xv; entreaty XVI. -= (O)F. 
—L. solicciron!  Tinstigator, Tmanager, 
agent, deputy xv (Lydg.) ; agent in a court 
of law xvi. — (O)F. solliciteur tone who 
takes charge of business, etc., f. solliciter ; 
cf. late L. sollicitator. soli-citous troubled, 
anxious, careful. xvi. f. L. sollicitus. soli:ci- 
TUDE. Xv. - (O)F. - L. 


solid so-lid free from empty spaces )( hollow 
xiv (Ch.); of three dimensions xv; of dense 
consistency; firm and substantial xvi. 
— (O)F. solide (corr. to Sp., It. solido), or 
L. solidus, rel. to salvus SAFE, sollus whole 
(cf. prec.). Also sb. xv, after F. solide, L. 
solidum, sb. use of n. adj. Hence soli'dırY 
xvi- L.; cf. F. solidité. So solidarity 
səlidæ'riti the being fully at one in interests, 
etc. XIX. — F. solidarité, orig. in legal use 
(xvii), f. solidaire (xv1; whence so:lidanv 
joint and several xix), f. solide, after L. phr. 
in solidum for the whole, in toto. solidu-n- 
guLATE? xIX, -u'ngulous xvnu (Sir T. 
Browne) soliped; L. ungula hoof, f. unguis 
NAIL. 


solifidian  soulifrdion (theol) one who 
holds that faith alone is sufficient for 
justification. xvi. — modL. sólifidius, f. L. 
sóli-, comb. form of solus sorE?- fides 
FAITH ; see -IAN. 


soliloquy solidokwi talking aloud to one- 
self. xvir. ~ late L.sõliloquium (Augustine), 
f. sóli-, solus SOLE? + loqui speak (see LOCU- 
TION}. Hence soliloquize. xvii. 
soliped, -pede sə'liped, -pīd animal with 
uncloven hoof. xvir (Sir T. Browne). 
— F. solipéde or modL. soliped, -pés, for L. 
solidipés, £. solidus soLID | pës FOOT, 
solipsism so:lipsizm (philos.) theory that 


the self is the only object of knowledge. 
xiX. f. L. solus SOLE? + ipse self--+-ISM. 
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SOLITARY 





solitary so:lítori alone; marked by solitude. 

xiv. — L. solttàrius, f. sólitás solitariness, f. 
solus SOLE?; see -ITY, -ARY. So solitaire 
so‘litear recluse; precious stone set by 
itself; game to be played by one person; 
loose necktie. xvii.  —(O)F. solitaire. 
so-lituDE. xiv (Ch.; not frequent before 
xvi1). - (O)F. or L. 


sollar so:lox upper room. xri (Cursor M.). 
~ AN. soler, OF. soler = Pr. solar, It. 
solaio = L. sōlärium sundial, gallery, ter- 
race, f. sol soL!; not continuous with OE. 
solor = OS. soleri, OHG. solári (Du. 
zolder, G. söller), WGerm. adoption of the 
L. word ; see -AR. 


solleret so-loret in the armour of XIV-XV, 
a shoe of steel plates. xix. — OF. sol(I)eret, 
dim. of sol(Der (mod. soulier) = Pr. sotlar 
s- medL. subtelāris (sc. calceus shoe), f. 
late L. subtel arch of the sole; see -ET. 


solmization see SOL’. 


solo soulou (mus.) part to be sung or 
played by one performer alone. xvi. ~ Ït. 
solo := L. solu-s soLE?. Hence so-lorsT. xix ; 
cf. F. soliste. 


solstice sə'lstis time at which the sun is 

furthest from the equator and appears to 
stand still before returning. XUI. = (O)F. 
solstice — L. sõlstitium, f. söl soL! + stit-, 
var. of stat- (as in STATION). 


soluble sə'ljůbl Tfree from constipation 
XIV; capable of being melted or dissolved 
xv; solvable xvi. — (O)F. soluble — late L. 
solübilis, f£. solvere loosen, SOLVE; see next, 
-BLE. So solution səlū'fən solving; 
explanation (Barbour); dissolving (Gower) 
XIV; breach xvi. ~ (O)F.-L. 


solve solv Tloosen, unbind xy; explain, 
clear up; clear off (a debt) xvir. = L. solvere 
unfasten, free, pay (whence Sp. solver, It. 
solvere), for *seluere, f. *se sE--+-luere pay (see 
LOOSE). So So‘lvENT able to pay; dissolving 
(also sb.) xvii. —- prp. of L. solvere. 


somatic souma':tik pert. to the body. 
XVII. -— Gr. somatikós, f. sóma(t-) body; 
see -IC. So so: mato-, comb. form of Gr. 
sóma. 


sombre so:mbax marked by gloom xvi; 
dark in colour xix. — (O)F. sombre, adj. use 
of OF. sb. (— Cat., Sp., Pg. sombra shade), 
first in sombre coup ‘dark blow’, bruise, based 
on Rom. subombrare (cf. Pr. sozombrar, 
solombrar shade), f. L. sub suB- 5-+-umbra 
shade, shadow (cf. UMBRAGEOUS). 


sombrero sombreo:rou TOriental umbrella 
XVI; broad-brimmed hat xvir. - Sp. 
sombrero (in full sombrero de sol), f. sombra 
shade (see prec.). 


some sam, (unstr.) som Ta certain; one or 
other; a certain amount or number of; also 
as sb. or pron. OE. sum = OF ris., OS., 
OHG. sum, ON. sumr, Goth. sums = 
CGerm. *sumaz :-IE. *smmos, the base 
of which is repr. also by Gr. hamdés some- 





SON 


how, hamóthen from some place, oud|amós 
none, Skr. samds, Av. hamé some, every, 
Arm. amén every, all. (Cf. SAME.) comps. 
SO’MEBO:DY, -ONE XIV, SO‘MEHOW XVIII, 
so‘meTHING OE., SO’MeETIME XIII, -TIMES 
XVI, SO-IDeWHAT, -WHERE XI1 (Orm). @ The 
word has had greater currency in Eng. than 
in other Germ. langs., in some of which it is 
now restricted to dial. use or repr. only in 
derivs., e.g. Du. sommige some, certain, 
somtijds, somwijlen sometimes, G. dial. 
sum, summige. 


-some! som suffix repr. OE. -sum = OFris. 
-sum, rel. by gradation to OS., OHG. -sam 
(Du. -zaam, G. -sam), ON. -samr, Goth. 
*-sams (in voc. pl. lustusamans longed-for), 
added to sbs., adjs., and vbs., to form adjs. 
denoting a quality, condition, temperament, 
etc. of a character expressed or implied by 
the first el. Of the OE. formations winsome 
remains in literary use, longsome, lovesome 
are arch. or dial.; many others are of ME. 
age, as cumbersome, fulsome, gladsome, 
handsome, noisome, wholesome; later are 
quarrelsome (Sh.), tiresome. In buxom and 
lissom the suffix is disguised. 


-some? som repr. OE. sum SOME, used after 
g. pl. of a numeral, as fifténa sum (being) 
one of (a company of) fifteen, surviving in 
descriptions of games or contests in which 
persons of the number designated take part, 
as twosome, threesome, foursome. 


-some? som later var. of -sum, repr. Scand. 
rel. adv. sum, som, surviving in dial. 
~somever, equiv. to -SOEVER, e.g. whatsomever. 


somersault sa-mossdlt leap in which the 
person turns heels over head. xvi. (Also 
occas. tsombersalt) - OF. sombresau(l)t, alt. 
of sobresault (whence Eng. tsobersault 
XVI-XVII), mod. soubresaut — Pr. *sobresaut 
= Sp. sobresalto, f. sobre (i-L. suprà) 
above + saut (+= L. saltu-s) leap ; see SUPRA-, 
SALTATION. Further alt. to somer-, summer- 
set (xvi). Q xvi-xvit sp. also -saut. The 
sp. with /, after F. -sault, influenced the 
pronunc. Cf. FAULT. 


somnambulism somnz-mbjulizm walking 
in one’s sleep. xvui. f. L. somnus sleep (cf. 
INSOMNIA) + ambulāre walk (see AMBLE) + 
IsM. So somna:mbulist, somnambula:- 
TION XVIII. 


somni- comb. form of somnus sleep, as in 
SOMMi°’FEROUS XVII, SOMMMI*FIC XVIII. 


somnolent sə'mnələnt inclining to sleep 
xv; inclined to sleep xvi. — F. somnolent 
(tsomp-) or L. somnolentus, f. somnus (see 
prec.). So somnolence. xiv (Ch.). 


son san male child in relation to his parents, 
‘filius. OE. sunu — OFris., OS., OHG. 
sunu (Du. zoon, G. sohn), ON. sunr, sonr, 
Goth. sunus :~ CGerm, *sunuz, rel. more 
immed. to Balto-Sl. and Indo-Iran. forms 
(OSI. synü, Skr. sünüs), and remotely 
to OlIr. suth (:- *sutu) offspring, Skr. sutds 
and Gr. huis, huiós (:— *suju-s) son. Cf. 
BROTHER. 
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SONANT 


sonant sou'nənt (phon.) uttered with voice. 
XIX. -L. sonant-, -áns, prp. of sonüre 
sound ; see SOUND?. 


sonata sonà'to (mus.) Tpiece of instrumental 
music )( cantata; now, one for the piano- 
forte, consisting of three or four movements. 


XVII. ~ Jt. sonata, fem. pp. of sonare 
SOUND?. 
song son singing; that which is sung. 


OE. sang (song) = OFris. sang, song, OS. 
sang (Du. zang), OHG. sanc (G. sang), ON. 
songr, Goth. saggws :- CGerm. *sangwaz, 
f. *sayngw- *sengw- SING. Hence so-ngsTER 
singer. OE. sangestre ; whence so-ngstrzss!. 


sonorous sand-res giving out a deep or 
strong sound. xvii. f. L. sonórus, f. sonór-, 
sonor sound ; see SOUND?, -OUS. 


sonnet so:nit (pros.) Tshort poem ; poem of 

fourteen 1o-syllable (five-stress) lines with 
a particular rhyme-pattern variously ar- 
ranged. XVI (sonet). ~ F. sonnet or its 
source It. sonetto, dim. of suono SOUND?; 
see -ET. Hence SOnnetEE'R!. XVII; partly 
— It. sonettiere. 


sonsy so'nsi lucky, fortunate xvr; buxom, 
comely and pleasant xvitl. orig. Sc., Ir. and 
north. dial.; f. (dial.) sonse (x1v) abundance, 
prosperity — Ir., Gael. sonas good fortune, 
f. sona fortunate, happy ; see -Y!. 


soon sin within a short time (fimme- 
diately, at once). OE. séna = OF ris. són, 
OS. sdno, sdn(a), OHG. sán(o) :- WGerm. 
*s%n6 (obs. in nearly all Continental 
langs.), perh. rel. to Goth. suns immediately. 


soot sut black carbonaceous deposit from 
the burning of wood, etc. OE. sot — MLG. 
sót (G. dial. sott), MDu. soet, (also mod. 
dial. zoet, ON. sót :- Germ. *sótam ‘that 
which settles', with Balto-Sl. and Ir. cogns. ; 
f. IE. *sod- *séd- sir. For the standard 
pronunc. cf. book, shook; for the vulgar sat 
cf. blood, flood. Hence soo-tv!. xir. 


sooth siip (arch. as in in (good) s., s. to say) 
truth. OE. sop — OS. só0, f. corr. adj. OE. 
sop = OS. s6d, ON. sannr, saóür :- Germ. 
*sanpaz :- TE. *sontos, rel. to Goth. *sunjis 
true (in fem. sunja) :- IE. *sntyós; with 
Indo-Iran. cogns. (cf. Skr. satyds) So 
soo-thfast truthful, faithful, veracious. Cf. 
OE. sóbfzst; exc. in Sc. legal use not evi- 
denced from xvir until revived by Scott 
c. 1805. soothsayer sipsei‘oz tone who 
speaks the truth; one who claims to foretell 
the future xiv; sdpseégan tell the truth; 
cf. OE. sópsagu truth, history; sayer agent- 
noun of SAY. 


soothe sid tprove to be true OE.; Tdeclare 
to be true; confirm, encourage; Tplease or 
flatter by assent; T gloss over xvi; calm, 
mollify xvii; allay, assuage xvir. OE. 
(ge)sdpian, f. sób soorn; cf. ON. sanna 
assert, prove. 


sop sop piece of bread, etc. dipped in 
liquid OE. ; milksop xvi. Late OE. sopp, 


SORCERER 


corr. to MLG. soppe, OHG. sopfa bread and 
milk, ON. soppa (a foreign word), prob. f. 
wk. grade of the base of OE. siipan sup (cf. 
OE. sopa draught). So sop vb. dip in 
liquid OE. soppian (thereafter not till xv1 
f. the sb.); drench, soak xvir; become wet 
XIX. so’ ppiNc? soaked, soaking wet XIX. 
so:ppy! T1full of sops xvii; (colloq.) 
foolishly sentimental xrx. 


soph səf abbrev. of SOPHISTER (XVII) and 
SOPHOMORE (XVIII). 


sophism sə'fizm specious but fallacious 
argument. XIV. ME. sophime, -eme - OF. 
sophime (also mod. sophisme after L. and 
Gr. to which the Eng. form was later assim.) 
- L. sophisma — Gr. sóphisma clever device, 
trick, argument, f. sophizesthai devise, f. 
sophds wise, clever; see -ISM. So so:phisT 
XVI. —- L. sophistes - Gr. so:phistzen! sophist. 
X1V (Wycl., PPl., T' revisa). sophi:stic. xvi, 
-ICAL. Xv (Caxton). sophisticATE? sofisti- 
keit Tadulterate xiv (Maund.); corrupt, 
pervert, falsify, as by debasing admixture 
XVII. sophistica: TION c.1400. - OF. or 
medL. so-phistry specious or fallacious 
reasoning. XIV. — OF. sophistrie (mod. 
-erie) or medL. sophistria. 


sophomore so:fómóoi at universities (now 
U.S.) student in his second year. xvir. 
Earlier sophumer (-ER!), beside prp. sophum- 
ing, f. sophum, obs. var. of soPHISM. 


sophy soufi (hist) shah. xvi. - Pers. 
£afi surname of the ruling dynasty of Persia 
from c.r500 to c.1736, derived from the 
Arab. epithet cafi-ud-din (‘purity of religion’) 
given to an ancestor of Ismail Safi, founder 
of the dynasty. 


sopite soupai't put to sleep XVI; put an end 
to XVII. f. sópit-, pp. stem of L. sópire 
deprive of sense or consciousness, f. sópor 
deep sleep, f. IE. *sup- *swep- (see SWEVEN). 
So  SOpOori:FEROUS  soupori'foros,  sop- 
producing sleep. xvi. -L. sopórifer. sopori:- 
FIC. XVII. 

soprano soprá'nou highest singing voice in 
women and boys. xviir. = Ft, soprano, f. 
sopra above; see SUPRA-, -AN. 


sorb sdib (fruit of) the service tree XVI; 
rowan XVIII. — F. sorbe or L. sorbus service 
tree, sorbum service berry. 


Sorb s53ib member of Slavonic race in- 


habiting Lusatia, E. Saxony. xix. -G. 
Sorbe, var. of Serbe SERB, 
sorbet so'ibit sherbet. xvi. - F. sorbet 


— [t. sorbetto — 'T'urk. shorbet - Arab. sharbát 
pl. drinks; cf. SHERBET. 


sorcerer sd‘Isoroz practiser of sorcery. XVI 
(Tindale, Coverdale). Extension, with -ER!, 
of late ME. sorser - (O)F. sorcier :- Rom. 
*sortiarius, f. sort-, sors lot (SORT): see -ER*. 
So so-rceress!, ~ AN. sorceresse; fem. of 
sorc(i)r.  sO'rcERY. XIII (Cursor M.). 
- OF. sorcerie, f. sorcier. 
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SORDES 


sordes sd‘idiz filthy or feculent matter. 
xviI. — L. sordés pl., rel. to sordére be dirty. 
So so:rdip! foul, dirty (lit. and fig.) xvi; 
characterized by mean or ignoble motives 
XVII. = F. sordide or L. sordidus, f. sordére. 
See SWART. 


sordine sd-1din (mus.) muting device. XVI 
— Jt. sordina, -ino, f. sordo 1- L.. surdus deaf, 
mute ; see SURD, -INE?, 


sore soor Tbodily suffering, disease; place 
where the skin is broken or inflamed ; tgrief, 
trouble. OE. sár — OFris., OS., OHG. sër 
(Du. zeer, G. tsehr), ON. sdr, Goth. sair 
*- CGerm. *sairam (-az). So sore adj. 
(arch.) painful, grievous; painful, aching, 
(now) with skin inflamed, etc. OE.; pained, 
distressed xit. OE. sár — OFris. *ser, 
OS., OHG. sér (Du. zeer, G. sehr), ON. 
sárr :- Germ. *sairaz (whence Finn. sairas 
sick, ill). sore adv. (arch., dial.) painfully, 
grievously. OE. sdre = OFris. sére, OS., 
OHG. séro (Du. zeer, G. sehr greatly, very). 
soreLy? OE. sarlice. 


sorex sd‘reks shrew-mouse. xvul. L. sérex 
(-ic-), rel. to Gr. hürax mouse. So SOricINE 
so'risain. XVIII (Pennant). — L. sóricinus. 


sorghum sd‘1gom Indian millet xvi; 
Chinese sugar cane; genus of grasses XIX. 
= modL. sorghum = It. sorgo (whence F. 
sorgho), perh. :- Rom. *syricum (cf. medL. 
sur(i)cum) Syrian (sc. grdmen grass). 


sorites sdraitiz (logic) chain syllogism, in 
which the conclusion is formed of the first 
subject and the last predicate. xvi. -L. 
sorités — Gr. sdreités, f. sórós heap. 


sorner sd‘inox (Sc.) sponger. xv. f. sorn, 
f. sorren (sorthyn, sorryn XIII—XIV) service 
required of vassals in Scotland and Ireland 
consisting of giving hospitality to the 
superior or his men-Ir. fsorthan free 
quarters. 


sororicide soro'risaid one who kills his or 
her sister. XVII. f. soror SISTER-- -CIDE!. So 
SOrO'ricIDE? the killing of one’s sister XVIII. 


sorrel’ so-ral (leaves of) plant of the genus 
Rumex, having a sour taste. xiv. — OF. 
sorele, surele (mod. dial. surelle), f. sur- 
Germ. *siiraz SOUR; see -EL?. 


sorrel? sə'rəl (horse) of bright chestnut 
colour. xv. — OF. sorel adj., f. sor yellowish 
= Pr. saur, sor, Sp. soro, It. Tsauro — Frank- 
ish *saur dry ; see -EL?. 


sorrow  so'rou mental pain or distress. 
OE. sorh, sorg — OFrTis. *sorge, OS. sor(a)ga 
(Du. zorg), OHG. s(w)orga (G. sorge), ON. 
sorg, Goth. saurga; CGerm. sb. of unkn. 
origin, with corr. vb. OE. sorgian, OS. 
sorgon, OHG. sorgén (Du. zorgen, G. sorgen), 
beside ON. syrgja and Goth. saurgan. 
Hence so-rrowFuL! OE. sorhful; of Germ. 
range. 


sorry sori pained at heart OE.; worthless, 
poor x11 (Gen. & Ex.). OE. sdrig = OS., 


SOUGH 
OHG. sérag (G. dial. sérich) :-~ WGerm. 


*sairag-, -ig-; f. *sairaz SORE sb.; see -Y!, 
Q ME. séri XII-XV, sory —xvii, was finally 
assim. to unrelated SORROW. 


sort soit kind, species xiv (Wyclif, Gower, 
Ch.); (arch.) manner, way xvi. ~(O)F. 
sorte = It. sorta :~ CRom. *sorta, alt. of L. 
sors, sort- wooden voting tablet, lot, share, 
fortune, condition, (late) rank (AL. sort, 
kind). So sort vb. fallot; arrange, assort 
XIV; (arch.) agree or associate with XVI. 
- OF. sortir or L. sortiri (f. sors); later f. the 
sb. or aphetic of ASSORT. 


sortie sd-1ti tknot of ribbon xvir; sally by 
a besieged garrison XVIII; — F. sortie a going 
out. 


sortilege sd-itilid3 casting of lots. xiv 
(Trevisa). -(O)F. sortilège (= Sp., It. 
sortilegio} = medL. sortilegium, f. sortilegus 
diviner, f. sort-, sors lot (see SORT) -- legere 
choose (see LECTION). 


sostenuto sostinü-tou (mus.) in a sustained 
manner. XVIII. It., pp. of sostenere SUSTAIN. 


sot sot ffool OE.; habitual drunkard xvr. 
Late OE. sott - medL. sottus (c.800), of 
unkn. origin ; reinforced from (O)F. sot. 


sotnia so'tnio squadron of Cossack cavalry. 

XIX, — Russ. sótnya hundred, f. s(0)t- (ORuss. 
süt-), rel. to Skr. satam, L. centum (see 
HUNDRED). 


sotto voce so:tou vowt[ei in a subdued 
voice. XVIII. It., i.e. sotto under (:-L. 
subtus), voce VOICE. 


sou su French coin (five centimes). XIX. 
F., sg. form deduced from sous, Tsoux, pl. 
of OF. sout :— solidus, sb. use of L. solidus 
SOLID. @ Earlier forms are soulx, soul xvI— 
XVII, sous, sowse XVI—XIX. 


soubise subi:z cravat xviii; kind of onion 
sauce xIx. f. name of Charles de Rohan 
Soubise (1715-87), F. general and courtier. 


soubrette subre't ladys maid, maid- 

servant (in a play or opera). xvi. F.- 
modPr. soubreto, fem. of soubret coy, f. 
soubra (Pr. sobrar :- L. superáre be above; 
cf. SUPER-). 


soubriquet see SOBRIQUET. 


souchong süfo:5 fine variety of black tea. 
XVIII. — Chinese stao chung (Cantonese siu 
chung) small sort. 


soufflé sū:flei, || sufle light dish made by 

mixing materials with white of egg. XIX. 
=~ F. soufflé, pp. of souffler :—- L. suffidre, f. 
sub sUB- 7 4-flàre BLow!. 


sough saf, sau, Sc. suy rushing or mur- 
muring of the sea. xiv (Ch.). Late ME. 
swo(u)gh, swow, f. swoghe, OE. swógan — 
OS. swogan resound, rel. to OE. swégan 
sound, Goth. ga-, uf|swégjan, swégatjan, 
swégnjan, sigh (see Swoon). «| From xvi 
chiefly north, dial. until taken up in literary 
use in XIX, 
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SOUL 


soul soul tlife, animate existence; spiritual 
or emotional part of man; disembodied 
spirit of a man OE.; vital principle xiv ; 
essential part of xvI. OE. sawol, sdw(e)l == 
Goth. saiwala, corr. to OFris. séle, OS. séola 
(Du. ziel), OHG. sē(u)la (G. seele), with 
contr. arising from the fall of w at the be- 
ginning of a syll. (cf. ON. sdla, sál = OE. ; 
OSw. sial, siel = OS., whence Finn. sielu, 
Lapp. siello); CGerm. *saiwald, corr. 


SOVEREIGN 


repr. OF. sou(s)pegon :— late L. suspectid(n-), 
for L. suspici6 SUSPICION. 


sour sauor of tart or acid taste OE.; 


bitter, extremely distasteful XII; morose, 
peevish xIlI. OE. sir = OS., OHG. sar 
(Du. zuur, G. sauer), ON. süurr :- CGerm. 
(exc. Goth.) *sürag, having cogns, in the 
Balto-Slav. langs. Hence sour vb. xiv. 
Sou-rNESS. OE. sZrnes. 


formally to Gr. aidlos quick-moving, easily | source sd(a)is A. frising on the wing; 


moved  (:- *sazwolos) the soul being 
primitively conceived as a fleeting or 
flitting thing. 


sound! saund Tswimming ; Tsea, water OE. ; 
swimming-bladder of fish xiv; (from 
Scand.) narrow channel of water xv. OE. 


B. fountain-head of a stream ; place of origin 
XIV (Ch.). Late ME. sours and sourse ~ OF. 
sours, sors m. and sourse, (also mod.) source 
fem., sb. uses of m, and fem. pp. of sourdre 
rise, spring = Pr. sorzer, Sp. surgir, It. 
sorgere = L, surgere rise, SURGE. 


sund = ON. sund swimming, strait (Norw. | sour-crout sau oikraut. xvir. Angliciza- 


sund swimming, swimming-bladder, strait, 
ferry, Sw., Da. sund strait) - Germ. *sun- 
dam, f. *sum- *swem- SWIM. 


tion of SAUERKRAUT; cf. F. choucroute, 
Tsorcrote (xvit1)— Alsatian  G.  sürkrüt, 
with assim. to chou cabbage. 


sound? saund unhurt, uninjured x11(Orm); | Souse saus steep (meat, etc.) in pickle xIv 


healthy x111; based on fact or good grounds 
xv; solid, ample xvi. Early ME. sund, 
aphetic of isund, OE. gesund — OS. gisund 
(Du. gezond), OHG. gisunt (G. gesund) :- 
WGerm. *zasundaz rel. by Kluge to OE. 


(Trevisa); plunge in water xv (Malory); 
drench, soak xvi (Wyatt). f. (dial.)} souse 
(xiv) pickled meat ~ OF. sous, souz = Pr. 
soulz, sols - OS. sultia, OHG. sulza (G. 
sülze) brine, f. Germ. *sult- *salt- SALT. 


swip strong, ON. svinnr intelligent, prudent, | soutache suta f narrow flat braid. xIx. 


Goth. swinps strong, MHG. geschwinde (G. 
geschwind swift) cf. OFris., MLG., MDu. 


F. - Magyar sujtds. 


sunt (-d-), whence Sw., Da. sund. Hence | Soutane  sutan cassock. xix.  F.- It. 


sound adv. fast asleep XIV. 


sottana, f. sotto under :- L. subtus. 


sound? saund that which is or may be | Souter sü'tor (Sc. and north.) shoemaker, 


heard, auditory effect. xur (Cursor M.). 
ME. sun, son, soun = AN. sun, soun, (O)F. 


son = Pr. son, so, Sp. son, Pg. som, It. 


cobbler. OE. sitere, corr. to OHG. sitéri, 
ON. sütari —- L. süátor shoemaker, f. suere 
SEW, stitch ; see -TOR, -ER!. 


suono i= La. sonu-s (whence also OE. só", | south saup adv. towards the part opposite 


ON. sónn). So sound vb. cause to make a 
sound Xi; emit a sound xiV. MIE. sune, 
sone, soune — AN. suner, OF. soner (mod. 
sonner) — Pr., Sp. sonar, Pg. soar, It. sonare 
:- L. sonáre, f. sonus. Q The form with -d 
appears xv, and is established xv1. 


soundi saund penetrate xiv; intr. and 
trans. ascertain the depth of water xv; 
measure or examine as by sounding XVI. 
— (O)F. sonder, corr. to Sp., Pg. sondar use 
the sounding-lead :- Rom. *subundaàve, f. 
L. sub SUB- + unda wave (see WATER). So 
sound sb. fact of sounding xvi; (surg.) 
instrument for probing XVIII. 


sounder sau:ndoz herd of wild swine. xiv 
(Sir Gawain). ~ OF. sundre (also mod. dial. 


to the north; adj. OE.; sb. x11 (RGlouc.). 
OE. sip = OFris., OS. sath (LG. sud), 
OHG. sunt (-d-), ON. (with r-suffix) suðr 
(:—- *sunpr); MDu. suut (Du. zuid) and G. 
siid have rep]. organically developed forms 
(*zoud, *sund) through the infl. of Fris., 
LG., or F.; perh. ult. rel. to sUN as being 
the 'sun-side'. So southerrvy! sa:Ooili xvi. 
southern sa‘dain pert. to the south. OE. 
süperne == OFris.  siithern, OS. siuthroni, 
OHG. sundrón, ON. suórgnn; with Sc. 
var. southron s4:óron xv (Henry, *Wallace") ; 
in spec. names of plants of OE. date, e.g. 
sou:thernwoop, Artemisia Abrotanum. 
OE. Also comp. southeast, -west OE., 
sou'thwarp(s) OE. 


sonre), of Germ. origin (cf. OE. sunor, corr, | Souvenir sü'vonior, || suvnir token of re- 


to Lombard sonor|pair boar, OHG. swaner, 
ON. sonar|biót, -goltr). 


soup süp liquid food prepared by boiling 
meat and/or vegetables. xvii. —- (O)F. 
soupe (1) sop, (ii) broth poured on slices of 
bread = Pr., Sp. sopa, It. zuppa :- late L. 
suppa (Oribasius), f. *suppdre soak, of 
Germ. origin; cf. MLG. soppe, MHG. suppe, 
and SOP, SUP. 


soupçon su'psõ slight trace (of). XVII. F., 
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membrance. XVIII. F. ‘memory’, ‘keep- 
sake’, sb. use of souvenir t- L. subvenire 
come to the mind, f. sub suB--++ venire COME. 


sovereign so‘vrin (supreme) ruler XIII; 


English gold coin of 20 shillings value (first 
coined 29 Oct. i490) xvi. ME. soverein 
— OF. so(u)verain, -ein (mod. souverain) — 
Sp. soberano, It. sovrano ;- Rom. *superá- 
nus, f. suber above; see SUPER-. Forms in 
-gn- are found c.1400; cf. FOREIGN. Also 
adj. supreme, paramount. XIV. So so-ve-~ 


SOVIET 


reignty? xiv. — OF. so(u)vereinete (mod. 
souveraineté). 
soviet  sou'viot, 
— Russ. sovét. 


sovran so:vron Milton's sp. of SOVEREIGN, 
after It. sovrano (‘Comus’ 41, ‘PL.’ 1 246). 
sow! sau female swine OE.; (so medL. 
sus) structure to cover a besieging force 
xir (RGlouc.); (prob. after Du.) oblong 
mass of metal xvi. OE. sugu = OS. suga, 
MLG., MDu. soge (Du. zeug), rel. to OE. 
sü, OHG. sü (G. sau), ON. sýr (accus. sú); 
f. CIE. base *sZ-, the orig. sense of which is 
unkn., repr. also by L. sis (suis) pig, Gr. 
hûs (beside sis), with Alb., Arm., and 
Toch. parallels, and forms with k- suffix, 
as L. suculus young boar, OW. huce (W. 
hzch), Olr. socc; and with adj. suffix in 
SWINE. Hence sowthi:stle, ME. susepistel, 
plant of genus Sonchus. 


sow? sou pt. sowed soud, pp. sown soun 
scatter or plant seed so that it may grow. 
orig. redupl. str. vb., which has become 
wk. in ali the Continental langs. OE. sãīāwan, 
pt. sčēow, pp. gesãwen, corr. to OFris. (pp.) 
esén, OS. sdian, pt. séu, sãida, OHG. säwen, 
s@jan, sa(h)en, pt. sata (Du. zaaien, G. sden), 
ON. sd, pt. sera, (late) sdda, pp. sdiun, Goth. 
saian, pt. saisó; CGerm. *sajan, repr. IE. 
base *sé(j)-, as in L. pt. sev: (of serere), and 
Balto-Sl., Ir., and in SEED, SEMEN. 

SOy soi sauce prepared from the soya bean. 
xvi. — fap. soy, colloq. form of sho-yu or 
siyau-yu — Chinese shi-yu, shi-yau, f. shi 
salted beans used as condiment + yu oil. 
The Jap. form is the source of Malay soz, 
Du. soja, soya, whence soya soi‘a XVII. 

spa spa, spd (also fSpau, t+ Spaw) medicinal 
spring or well xvi1; locality possessing this 
XVIII. f. name Spa of a watering-place in 
the province of Liège, Belgium, noted for 
its curative mineral springs. 

space speis extent of time or distance. XIII 
(Cursor M., KAlis.). Aphetic ~ (O)F. espace 
= Pr. espaci, Sp. espacio, It. spazio — L. 
spatium (in medL. also spacium). So vb. 
place in respect of distance or extent, XVI. 
—(O)F. espacer, or f. the sb. spacious 
spei:f[os xiv (Wycl. Bible). — L. spatiósus, 
or OF. spacios (mod. -ieux). Cf. SPATIAL. 

spade! speid tool for digging, etc. ground, 
turf, etc. OE. spadu, spada, -e = OFris. 
spada, OS. spado (Du. spade, spa), a word of 
the LG. area (G. spaten, OSw. spadhe, 
ODa. spade, Icel. spadi, etc. are from LG.); 
rel. to Gr. spdthé blade, paddle, shoulder- 
blade, broadsword (cf. SPATHE). 

spade’ speid (pl.) suit of playing cards 
with black spade-shaped marks. xvi. — It. 
spade, pl. of spada ~ L. spatha — Gr. spáthe 
(see prec.). 

spadille spodi:1 ace of spades in ombre and 
quadrille. xvir. = F. spadille = Sp. espa- 
dilla, dim. of espada sword, SPADE?, Also 
Tspadi:llo (xvir). 

spadix spei:diks (bot.) inflorescence con- 


lsavjet council. xx. 


SPANIARD 


sisting of a thick fleshy spike. xvi. = L. 
spádix — Gr. spádix palm-branch. 

spae spei (north. and Sc.) prophesy. XIN 
(Cursor M.). — ON. spá, of unkn. origin. 

spaghetti spoge:ti Italian variety of ali- 
mentary paste. XIX. It., pl. of dim. of spago 
string, of unkn. origin. 

spagyric spodsirik alchemical; alchemist. 
XVI. ~modL. spagiricus, used and prob. 
invented by Paracelsus. So spagyrisT 
spz'dsirist. xvii. — modL. 

spahi spahi one of a body of Turkish 
cavalry xvi; native Algerian horseman XIX. 
— Turk. (Pers.) sipáhi ; cf. SEPOY. 


spall spól chip, splinter. xv (Promp. Parv.). 
var. of contemp. spale, of unkn. origin. 


spalpeen spzelpin  labourer, farm-hand 
XVIII; scamp, rascal xIx. — Ir. spailpín, of 
unkn. origin; see -EEN*. 

spam spam proprietary name of a variety 

of tinned meat f. initial and final letters of 
spiced ham. XX. 


span! spen distance from tip of thumb to 
extended tip of little finger (OE.), x111 ; small 
piece or space xIv; short space of time XVI; 
space between supports of an arch, etc. XVIII. 
OE. span(n) = MLG. spen(ne), (M)Du. 
spanne, OHG. spanna (G. spanne), ON. sponn 
(spann-); perh. not continuous with OE., 
but in ME. prob. - OF. espan(n)e, espan 
(mod. empan), corr. to Ít. spanna, medL. 
spannus, -a, of Germ. origin. Hence vb. 
seize XIV; measure with outstretched hand 
XVI; form an arch over xvir. perh. partly = 
MLG. spannen; not continuous with rel. 
OE. spannan. So spa-nner' orig. ftool for 
winding up the wheel lock of a firearm xvi, 
(later) instrument for turning a nut, etc. 
XVIII. — G. spanner, f. spannen. 


span? spen harness, yoke (e.g. to a vehicle) 

XVI; (naut.) fix, attach xvii. - (M)Du. or 
(M)LG. spannen = OE. spannan, OHG. 
spannan (G. spannen). Cf. INSPAN, OUT- 
SPAN. 


spandrel spæ'ndrəl (archit.) space between 
either shoulder of an arch and the surround- 
ing rectangular framework. xv. perh. f. 
AN. spaund(e)re, poss. f. espaundre EXPAND ; 
see -EL?. 

spangle spz-ngl thin piece of glittering metal 
for ornament xv (Lydg.); small sparkling 
particle xvi (Spenser). dim. (see -LE?) f. 
synon. tspange (xv) = MDu. spange (Du. 
spang) = OHG. spanga (G. spange), or rel. 
ON. spong, spang- clasp, brooch ~~ Germ. 
*spangó (OE. spang is - OS. *spanga), whence 
Finn. panka buckle, clasp; perh. f. a base 
meaning ‘fasten’. 

Spaniard spz-njezd native of Spain, 
Spanish person. xiv. Late ME. Spaynard, 
aphetic - OF.  Espazgnart, Espaniard, f. 
Espaigne (mod. Espagne), whence Eng. 
Spain spein (xii); corr. to Sp. España, 
Pg. Hespanha, 1t. Spagna :- late L. Spánia 
(Gr. Spánía) for earlier Hispania, Ispania, 
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SPANIEL 


SPATE 





whence Ispania in OE., but also d. pl. 
Spenum, Spaneum; cf. MDu. Spaengen, 
Du. Spanje, MHG. Spanje, G. Spanien, 
ON. Spdnn; see -ARD. (An earlier synon. 
was TSpaynol (xiv) - OF. Espaignol = Sp. 
Español, It. Spagnuolo; cf. SPANIEL.) The 
early forms in Spayn-, Spain- were ult. 
superseded by Span- (xv), prob. under the 
infl. of MDu. Spaensch (Du. Spaansch); 
the form Spaniard superseded Spainard by 
assoc. therewith. So SpanisuH! spz-niJ pert. 
to Spain XIII (Spainisce, La3.); the language 
of Spain and those parts of America and Asia 
colonized by the Spaniards from xvi on- 
wards; spec. Castilian, of Central Spain, 
which is a ROMANCE language allied most 
nearly to its neighbours Catalan and 
Portuguese xv (Caxton). Q OE. had adj. 
Speonisé. 


spaniel spæ'njəl variety of dog. XIV (spaynel, 
Ch.). Aphetic = OF. espaigneul (mod. épa- 
gneul) :— Rom. *spániólus, for Hispüniolus 
Spanish, f. Hispania Spain, see prec. 

spank! spznk smack or slap with the open 
hand. xvin. perh. imit. of the sound. 


spank? spznk (dial.) travel with vigour and 
speed. XIX. Presumably back-formation 
from spa:nker! fgold coin xviii; fine large 
thing XVIII; fast horse XIX; or spanking? 
very large or fine XVII ; fast-moving XVIII; of 
unkn. origin; there is a parallel Sc. spang 
spring, leap, move fast XVI. 


spar! spār (dial.) rafter of a roof XIII 
(Cursor M.); (orig. and esp. naut.) pole or 
length of timber xtv. ~ON. sperra or 
aphetic - OF. esparre (mod. épare, épar) or 
its Germ. source, repr. by MLG., MDu. 
sparre (Du. spar), OHG. sparro (G. sparren), 
ON. sparri (whence also Lith. spáras, etc.) ; 
cf. MDu. sperren (whence ME. sperre XII, 
later spar), OHG. sperren (G. sperren) shut 
as with a bar. The Germ. base is of unkn. 
origin. 

spar? spài Tstrike out with the feet or a 
weapon OE.; ‘fight with prelusive strokes’ 
(J.) xviii. OE. sperran, spyrran, *spierran, 
corr. to ON. sperrask kick out, of unkn. 
origin. 

spar? spår gen. term for certain crystalline 
minerals (as in calcspar, FELDSPAR, fluor- 
spar). xvi. = MLG. spar, rel. to OE. spaeren 
of plaster or mortar, spzrstdn gypsum. 


sparable spz:rabl small headless wedge- 
shaped iron nail. xvul. alt. of sparrow-bill 
(xvii), so named from the shape; see SPAR- 
ROW, BILL?, 


spare spcor leave unharmed, abstain from 
destroying, injuring, using OE.; part with, 
do without, keep in reserve XIII; avoid in- 
curring XIV. OE. sparian (also with à-, ge-) 
— OFrTis. sparia, OS., OHG. sparón (Du., 
G. sparen), ON. spara tm CGerm. (exc. 
Goth.) *sparójan. So spare adj. xiv. OE. 
sper sparing, frugal = OHG. spar, ON. 
sparr. 


spark spáik A. small particle of fire OE.; 
vital principle xtv (Wycl. Bible); B. woman of 
beauty or wit XVI; elegant young man XVII; 
beau, lover xvii. OE. spærca, spearca = 
(M)LG., MDu. sparke, of unkn. origin. 
«| The identity of group B of the senses is 
doubtful. Hence spark vb. xri (Havelok), 
spa-rkle vb. xit ; OE. spearcianis of doubtful 
existence; but cf. MDu., MLG. sparken; 
also (M)Du. sparkelen (see -LE?). 


sparling spáing (north.) smelt, Osmerus 
eperlanus. XIV. Aphetic~ OF. esperlinge 
(mod. éperlan), of Germ. origin (cf. MLG., 
MDu. spirlinc, G. spierling). 

sparrow spz'rou small bird of the family 
Fringillide. OE. spearwa = OHG. sparo, 
MUHG. sparwe, ON. sporr, Goth. sparwa :- 
Germ. *sparwon, *sparwaz (in some langs. 
surviving in comps., e.g. MLG. sperlink, 
G. sperling). 

sparrowgrass spæ'rougràs XVII. jlliterate 
alt. of Tsparagus (XVI) ~ med L., aphetic form 
of ASPARAGUS, by assim. to SPARROW and 
GRASS. 


sparrowhawk xv. repl. arch. or dial. 
sparhawk f. OE. spearhafoc, = ON. sparr- 
haukr, f. stem of spearwa SPARROW + hafoc 
HAWK. 

sparse spadis widely spaced or distributed; 
orig. Sc. of widely spaced writing XVIII. 
= L. sparsus, pp. of spargere scatter, prob. 
rel, to Gr. speirein; cf. F. épars, etc. 


Spartan spá:rton native of Sparta xv ; adj. 
XVI. = L, Spartdnus, f. Sparta (Gr. Spartd, 
-@); see ~AN. 

sparus spro'ros 
- Gr. spáros. 

spasm spz'zm sudden or violent muscular 
contraction. XIV. —(O)F. spasme or L. 
spasmus, spasma — Gr. spasmds, spdsma, 
f. spdn draw, pull, f. IE. *spa- stretch. So 
spasmodic -o-dik marked by spasms or 
twitches XVII, intermittent xix. — modL. 
spasmédicus, f. Gr. spasmddés, f. spdsma; see 
-ODE. spa‘stic marked by spasmodic symp- 
toms. XVII. -L. spasticus (Pliny) - Gr. 
spastzkós, f. span draw, pull. 

spat! spzt spawn of shellfish. xvi. - AN. 
spat (xIv), of unkn. origin. 

spat? spet short gaiter worn over the 
instep. XIX. Shortening of spatierdash 
(xvii) long gaiter or legging for protection 
from splashing, f. SPATTER-+ DASH?; also dial. 


sea bream. XVIL =L. 


Tspatterplash, ‘+-lash,  splatter-, spattle- 
-dash(er). 
spatchcock spe-thkok (orig. in Ir. use, 


later Anglo-Indian) fowl prepared by being 
summarily split open and grilled. xvin. 
Connected by Grose with DISPATCH, but 
cannot be dissociated from spitchcock eel 
cut into short pieces, dressed, and cooked 
(xv1), of unkn. origin. 
spate speit flood or rising in a river. XV 
(Wyntoun). orig. north. and Sc., of unkn, 
origin, 
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spathe speid (bot.) large sheathing leaf 
enveloping inflorescence. XVIII. — L. spatha 
(also used in Eng. xviii) - Gr. spdthé (see 
SPADE’). 

spatial spei-fol pert. to, occupying, or hap- 
pening in space. XIX. f. L. spatium SPACE+ 
~AL}, 


spatter spæ'tər scatter in fragments or 
drops; splash with drops xvi; also intr. 
frequent. of imit. base repr. also in LG., 
Du. spatten burst, spout, WFlem. spatteren, 
WFris. spatterje; see -ER*. Hence spatter- 
dash; see SPAT*, 


spatula spztjile flat elongated implement, 
xvi. —L. spatula, var. of spathula, dim. of 
spatha SPATHE. Also spa-tule. xv. ~ (O)F. 
spatule or L.; with alt. of ending fspature 
XIV, whence Tspatter xvi, also Tspattle xv. 
Cf. Du., etc., spatel. ; 


spavin spæ'vin hard bony tumour in a 
horse’s leg. xv (Lydg.). Late ME. spaveyne, 
aphetic — OF. espavin (cf. medL. spavenus, 
It. spavenio) var. of esparvain (mod. éparvin, 
dial. spavagn, spavin) - Germ. *spadwani, 
f. base repr. by EFris. spadde, sparre-- wan- 
(see WANE). 


spawn spón cast spawn XIV-XV; engender 
XVI. Aphetic — AN. espaundre shed roe, var. 
of OF. espandre (mod. épandre) shed, spill, 
pour out:- L. expandere EXPAND. Hence 
spawn sb. eggs of fishes, etc. xv. 


Spay spei remove the ovaries from (a 
female). xv. Aphetic- AN. espeier, OF. 
espeer, f. espee (mod. épée) sword :- L. 
spatha (see SPADE). 


speak spik pt. spoke spouk, pp. spoken 
spou‘kn utter words. Late OE. specan, pt. 
spac, sbzcon, pp. gespecen (corr. to MDu. 
speken, OHG. spehhen) ; superseding parallel 
OE. sprecan, which did not survive beyond 
xı = OFris. spreka, OS.  sprekan, 
OHG. sprehhan (Du. spreken, G. sprechen); 
WGerm. str. vb., with which cf. ON. spraki 
rumour, forsprakki spokesman, ON. spekjur 
fem. pl. talk, parley; W. ffraeth eloquent 
(:- *sphrakto-) is commonly connected. 
The conjugation was assim. to bear and 
break, pt. spake (retained arch. like that 
of bare, brake) and pp. spoken appearing 
XII, pt. spoke xvi. Cf. BESPEAK, -SPOKEN, 
SPOKESMAN. Hence spea-kzn! xiv (of the 
House of Commons; in 1376-7 Sir 
Thomas de Hungerford 'avoit les paroles 
pur les Communes d'Engleterre en cest 
Parlement). 


spear  spio1 thrusting weapon with a 
pointed head. OE. spere = OFris. spiri, 
spere, OS., OHG. sper (Du., G. speer), ON. 
(pl.) spjor, doubtfully rel. to L. sparus hunt- 
ing-spear. Hence vb. xvii (J.). 


spec spek (colloq.) abbrev. of SPECULATION. 
orig. Amer. XVII. 


special spe:f(a)] exceeding what is usual or 
common XIII (AncrR., Cursor M.); having 





SPEECH 





a particular purpose XIV. Aphetic - OF. 
especial ESPECIAL or — L. speciális, f£. speciós ; 
see -AL! ; hence spe-cialLv? xu: (RGlouc.); 
after OF. (e)peciaument, L. specialiter. 
spe:cialisr. xix. specia‘Liry. xv. — OF. 
especialité. specialize. xvi. -F. spé- 
cialiser. spe:cialry? xiv. — OF. (e)specialté. 
So specie spi fli phr. in s., in kind; in the 
real form xVI; in actual coin xvir; hence sb. 
coined money XVII; abl. sg. of speciës; cf. 
the development of EFFIGY. 
species spi- ffiz outward form (surviving 
spec. theol. of the elements in the Eucharist) ; 
kind (gen. and spec.) xvi. — L. (sg. and pl.) 
speciés, f. spec- of specere look, behold (cf. 
ASPECT, SPICE, SPY, etc.). specirIC spisrfik 
xvii (Donne), speci-ficar. xv having a spe- 
cial determining quality — late L. specificus. 
specificATION spe:sifikei: [on. xVr1. — medL. 
spe-cirv. xia1 (Cursor M.). - OF. or medL. 
specificdre. specimen spe'simén ‘texperi- 
ment; Tpattern; typical example Xvir. = 
L. specimen;so F. specious spi-fas tfair to 
look upon XIV; attractive or plausible but 
lacking in genuineness XVII. -— L. speciósus 
beautiful, fair-seeming. 


speck’ spek small spot. OE. specca, repr. 

otherwise only in spe:ckrige! xv. - MDu. 
spekkel (Du. spikkel) Also vb. XVI; 
spe'cklEp? xiv, perh. after MDu. spekelde, 
gespekeld (Du. gespikkeld). 


speck? spek fat meat, fat of a whale, etc. 
XVII, ~ Du. spek (MDu. spec, MLG. speck) 
or G. speck (OHG. spec) = OE. spec, var. 
of spic = ON. spik. So specksioneer 
spekjonie'1 harpooner on a whaler. xix. 
= Du. speksnijer, colloq. form of speksnijder, 
f. spek-+ snijden cut (= OE. snipan). 


specs speks, also specks, collog. abbrev. of 
spectacles (see next). x1x (Hogg). 


spectacle spe-ktakl prepared display, ob- 
ject exhibited xiv (Rolle) ; device for assist- 
ing defective eyesight xiv (sg., Ch.; pl, 
Lydg.) -(O)F. spectacle - L. spectáculum 
public show, spectators in a theatre, f. 
spectáre, frequent. f. specere look at (cf. 
SPECIES). So specta ToR onlooker. xvi. = F. 
or L, spectre, U.S. specter spe-ktaz ap- 
parition, phantom. xvir. = F. spectre or L. 
spectrum, whence also spe-ctrum spectre; 
coloured band into which a beam of light 
is decomposed (I. Newton) xvii; comb. form 
spectro-, as in spectroscope (after F. or 
G.). spéculaTE? spe:kjüleit Tobserve, con- 
sider XVI ; engage in thought xvii ; engage in 
buying and selling for gain XVIII. f. pp. 
stem of L. speculārī spy out, watch, f. 
specula, lookout, watch-tower, f. specere. 
specula-TION. XIV (Ch.). spe-culaTive. 
xiv. ~(O)F. or late L. speculum spe:kjit- 
lom surgical instrument for examining XVI ; 
mirror, reflector xvii. = L., f. base of 
specere + -ulum (cf. -LE!). 


speech spitf act of speaking. OE. spēć, 
WS. spé, rel. to specan SPEAK; repl. earlier 
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spræć = OF ris. spréke, sprétze, OS. spráka 
(Du. spraak), OHG. sprahha (G. sprache), 
WQGerm. sb. f. *spr&k- *sprek- SPEAK. 
Hence spee:chiry make a speech or 
speeches (usu. with derogatory force) XVIII; 
preceded by speech vb. (xvi), used to 
some extent similarly. 


speed spid tsuccess (surviving in phr. wish 
good s.); quickness. OE. spéd, earlier spa@d 
== OS. spéd, OHG. spuot; f. Germ. *spdan 
(OE. spowan, OHG. spuo(e)n prosper, suc- 
ceed). Hence speed vb. OE. spédan, usu. 
gespédan = OS.  spódian (Du. spoeden), 
OHG. spuoten (G. spuden, sputen, from 
LG.), f. *spéd-. 


speer, speir spior (Sc. and north.) ask. 

OE. spyrian == OFris. spera, OS. *spurian 
(cf. the sbs. spuringa, spurida), OHG. 
spurren (G. spüren), ON. spyrja s= *spurjan, 
f. Germ. *spur- (see SPOOR, SPUR). 


spel(l)ican see SPILLIKINS. 


spell! spel Tdiscourse (cf. cosPgEL) OE.; 
formula of incantation, first in might-s. xIv 
(Ch.). OE. spel(l) = OS., OHG. spel, ON. 
spjall, Goth. spill recital, tale :- CGerm. 
*spellam, rel. to OE. spellian = MLG., 
MDu. spellen, OHG. -spellön, ON. spjalla, 
Goth. spillón :- CGerm. *spellam ; of unkn. 
origin. See GOSPEL. comp. spe llBouwp? 
enchanted xvir; hence spe'dlbind vb., 
whence (U.S.) spe-Ilbimdzn!. xx. 


spell? spel pt., pp. spelled, (usu.) spelt, 
read out as if letter by letter xi11 (Cursor M.) ; 
name or set down the letters of xv (Spell- 
ynge, ‘sillabicacio’, Promp. Parv.); make 
out, decipher xvi. Aphetic — OF. espeller, 
espeler (mod. épeler), espelir, for older 
*espeldre (whence north. Eng. spelder x11), 
espeaudre — Germ. *spellón (see prec.). 


spell? spel relieve (another) at work xvI. 
Later form of tspele take the place of, OE. 
spelian, rel. to gespelia, spala substitute, of 
unkn. origin. Hence spell sb. trelief gang 
XVI ; turn of work taken in relief of another 
XVII; continuous course of time XVIII. 


spellicans var. of SPILLIKINS. 


spelt spelt species of grain, Triticum spelta. 

Rare before xvI; in late OE., ME., and 
modEng. due to independent adoptions 
from the Continent of OS. spelta, MLG., 
MDu. spelte (Du. spelt) = OHG. spelza, 
spelta (G. spelz), whence late L. spelta (the 
source of F. épeautre, Sp. espelta, It. spelta, 
spelda, and Pol. szpelta, Czech špalda), 
perh. based on *spel- split (cf. OE. speld 
splinter). 


spelter spelto:r zinc xvir; zinc alloy xix. 
corr. to OF. espeautre, MDu. speauter (Du., 
G. spiauter), G. spialter, and rel. indeter- 
minately to PEWTER. 


spence spens (arch.) buttery, pantry XIV 
(Ch.); (Sc.) parlour xvitt (Burns). Aphetic 


SPHERE 


= OF. despense (mod. dépense) = Sp. des- 
pensa, It. dispensa :— sb. use of fem. pp. of L. 
dispendere DISPENSE. So Tspencer steward, but- 
ler (surviving as a surname) = AN. espenser, 
for OF. despenser. 





spencer spe-nso: Tkind of wig xvi ; short 


double-breasted overcoat XVIII; form of 
life-belt xıx. f. family name Spencer ; in the 
several senses respectively after Charles 
Spencer, third earl of Sunderland (1674- 
1722), George John Spencer, second earl 
Spencer (1758-1834), Knight Spencer 
(fl. 1803). 


spend spend pt., pp. spent give or pay 


out OE.; use, use up xir. Partly (i) OE. 
spendan (also in dspendan, forspendan, and 
spendung), corr. to MLG., MDu. spenden, 
OHG. spentén (G. spenden), ON. spenna 
—L. expendere EXPEND; partly (11) aphetic 
of dispend — OF. despendre :- L. dispendere 
distribute, DISPENSE. comp. spe:ndrHRiFT 
XVII; thrift being taken in the sense 'sub- 
stance’, ‘wealth’; repl. scattergood. 


sperm sp3im_ generative substance of the 


male. xiv (Ch.). -late L. sperma —- Gr. 
spérma (-at-), f. base of speírein sow (cf. 
SPORADIC), SPORE ; comb. form spe:rmato- 
XIX. So sperma tic xvi, -ICAL XV. = late 
L. - Gr. 


spermaceti spormose'ti, -siti fatty sub- 


stance obtained from the sperm whale 
or cachalot. xv. - medL. spermacéti (so 
named from an erron. notion of the nature 
of the substance), f. sperma (see prec.)-- 
céti, g. of cétus — Gr. kétos whale; attrib. in 
s. whale (xvii), shortened to sperm whale 
(xtx); the alt. form parmacety was current 
XVI-XIX. 


spew spjü vomit. (1) OE. spiwan, pt. spàw, 


spiwon — OFtris. spia, OS., OHQG. spiwan 
(G. speien), ON. spyja, Goth. spemwan; 
CGerm. str. vb. ; (ii) OE. spéowan, spiowan, 
wk. vb.; corr. to L. spuere, Gr. ptiein (s- 
*spjiij-), and Balto-Sl. formations on an IE. 
base of imit. origin. 


sphacelus sfz'silos (path.) mortification. 


xvi. —-modL.- Gr. sphdkelos convulsive 
movement, painful spasm, gangrene (Hip- 
pocrates). 


sphagnum  sfe'gnom (bot) genus of 


mosses. XVIII. —- modL. — Gr. sphdgnos. 


sphenoid sfi'noid (anat.) irregularly-shaped 


bone at the base of the skull wedged in 
between other bones. xvii. —modL. 
sphénoidés ~ Gr. sphénoeidés, £. sphén wedge, 
rel. to SPOON ; see -OID. 


sphere sfier globular body or figure; globe 


conceived as appropriate to a particular 
planet, hence (one's or its) province or do- 
main xvii. ME. sper(e) - OF. espere, later 
(with assim. to Gr. = L.) sphère = Sp. 
esfera, It. sfera — late L. sphéra, earlier 
sphæra - Gr. sphaira ball, globe. So 
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spheric, sphericat sfe-rik(al) xvi. = late L. 
sphé-, sbharicus — Gr. sphatrikós. spherorip 
sfio-roid. xvi. 


sphincter sfigktor (anat.) muscular ring 
normally closing an orifice. xvi. —late L. 
sphincter — Gr. sphigktér band, contractile 
muscle, f. sphiggein bind tight (cf. next). 


sphinx sfinks (Gr. myth.) hybrid monster 

which propounded a riddle; figure of 
creature having a human head and breast 
with a lion’s body; inscrutable being XVI; 
- L. Sphinx - Gr. Sphigx, g. Sphiggós 
(Beeotian Phix, acc. Phtka), presumably 
f. sphiggein (see prec.). 


sphragistic sfrad3i-stik sb. pl. (see -1cs) 
scientific study of seals or signet rings; adj. 
pert. to these xix. - F. sphragistique — Gr. 
sphrüagistikós, f. sphragís seal. 


sphygmo- sfi-gmou comb. form of Gr. 
sphugmos pulse, f. *sphug-, base of sphuzem 
beat, throb. Cf. AsPHYXIA. 


spicate sprkeit (bot.) having a spike-like 
inflorescence. xvii. — L. spicátus, pp. of 
spicdre furnish with spikes, f. spica SPIKE? ; 
see -ATE?, 


spice spais aromatic vegetable substance 
used for its pungency or fragrance. XIII. 
Aphetic - OF. espice (mod. épice) :- L. 
speciés appearance, specific kind, SPECIES, 
(late) pl. wares, merchandise, after late Gr. 
use of pl. of efdos form (cf. IDEA) in the 
senses ‘goods’, ‘groceries’, ‘spices’. So 
spice vb. season with spice. xiv (PPl.); cf. 
Tspi:cER? dealer in spices, druggist. XIII 
(surviving as a surname) — OF. espicier (mod. 
épicier grocer) Spi:cERy. xin (RGlouc.). 
spi-cy!. xvi (Turner). 


spick and span spikon?*spze-n brand new 
XVII (speck and span); trim, spruce XIX. 
Shortening of (dial.) spick and span new 
(xvi) extension of (dial) span-new (xim) 
— ON. spánnyr ‘new like a freshly shaved 
chip’, f. spánn chip (see spoon!)+nyr 
NEW; the el. spick is prob. due to synon. 
Du. sptkspelldernieuw, -splinternieuw ‘spike-, 


splinter-new (cf. G. mnagelneu  ‘nail- 
new’), 


spicula spi-kjila (nat. hist.) sharp-pointed 
feature. XVIII. modL., dim. of L. spica 
SPIKE*. So spi‘culum, spi-cule (so F.), 
spi-culate(d). xvi. See -uLE. 


spider spaido:r arachnid of the insecti- 
vorous order Araneide. OE. spipra (Saxon 
Leechdoms 11 142), ME. spipre, spiper :- 
*spinpron, f£. spinnan SPIN ; cf. synon. OSw. 
spinnl, Sw. spindel, Da. spinder, OHG. 
spinna, G. spinne (lit. female spinner), Du. 
spin, Eng. dial. spinner xiir (Bestiary), 
MDu. spinnere (Du. spinner). 


spiel! spil curling match. xıx. Extracted 
from BONSPIEL. 
spiel? spil (U.S.) talk, speech. xix. - G. 


spiel play, rel. to the vb. spielen (of WGerm. 
extent). 
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spiffing spi-fin (dial., sl.) first-rate, smart. 


xix. Of unkn. origin; of prp. form (see 
-ING2), like clinking, ripping, topping, and 
rel. to spiff, spiffy, which connote smartness 
or spruceness. 


spif(flicate spi-flikeit (dial., sl.) handle 


roughly, overcome, crush. xvi. Of fanciful 
formation. 


spignel spi:gnol (aromatic root of) Meum 


athamanticum. xvi. perh., contr, of 
obscure ME. tspigurnel (xtv-xv) — medL. 
spigurnella, 


Spigot spi-gat vent-peg. xiv. Of uncertain 


origin, but ult. based on L. spica sPIKE?, 
and perh., with change of suffix, — Pr. 
espigoun, -gou = Sp. espigón, lt. spigone 
rung of a ladder, bar of a chair, bung; cf. 
Pg. espicho spigot :- L. spiculum, dim. of 
spicum, var. of spica, SPIKE?., 


spike! spaik sharp-pointed piece of metal, 


large nail. xix. ME. spyk (also spiknail), of 
uncertain origin, but corr. to OSw. sik, 
spik (Sw., Norw. spik nail) and perh. 
shortening of (M)LG., MDu. spiker (Du. 
spijker) = MUG. spicher (G. speicher|nagel), 
or of MDu. spiking (== OE. spicing, whence 
ME. spiking spike-nail x11), rel. to SPOKE. 
Hence spike vb. xvi. 


spike? spaik A. ear of corn xiv (rare before 


XVII); inflorescence of sessile flowers on a 
long axis xvi. B. lavender xvi. — L. spica, 
-us, -um, rel. to spina SPINE. 


spikenard spaiknàárzd aromatic substance 


from an Eastern plant. xiv. - medL. 
spica nardi (see SPIKE?, NARD), rendering 
Gr. vdpdov ordxus, vapddoraxvs; or more 
immed. ~ OF. spicanard(e) or MLG. spike- 
nard, MDu. spikenaerde (Du. spijknardus) = 
MHG. spicanarde (G. spikenarde and older 
variants; cf. mod. shortened forms arde, 
spiek), etc. 


spill! spil pt., pp. spilt, spilled tput to 


death, destroy, ruin, waste, squander OE. ; 
shed (blood) x11; allow or cause (liquid) to 
fall or pour xiv (hence intr. xvi). OE. 
spillan — (M)LG., (M)Du. spillen, rel. 
to OE. spildan destroy = OS. spildian, 
OHG. spilden, ON. spilla (1— *spilpjan), of 
unkn. origin. Hence spilrH! spilp. XVH 
(Sh.). 


spill? spil splinter or slip of wood, etc, XIII; 


thin slip of wood, etc. for lighting xix. 
c.1300 prob. —(M)LG., (M)Du. spil(De = 
OHG. spilla, MHG. spille (G. spille spindle, 
axis, stalk) :- WQGerm. *spinla, f. *spin- 
SPIN. 

spilikinz game with slips of 
wood, etc. XVIII. f. SPILL?+ -KIN. 


spin spin pt. span spæn, spun span, 


pp. spun draw and form into thread 
OE. ; form (a thread) x111; shoot, gush xiv; 
revolve xvil. OE. spinnan, pt. spann, 
spunnon, pp. gespunnen = (M)Du. spinnen, 
OHG., Goth. spinnan (G. spinnen), ON. 
spinna; CGerm. str. vb., with cogns. 


SPINACH 


recognized in Balto-Sl. forms having sp- 
or p-. 
spinach spinids culinary plant Spinacia 
oleracea. XVI (spinache W. Turner, -age 
Palsgr.). prob. - MDu. spinaetse, spinag(1)e 
(Du. spinazie)- OF. espinache, -age (mod. 
épinard) = Sp. espinaca (whence also Cat. 
espinach, It. sbinace, Rum. spanac) — medL. 
spinachia, -ium, -acia, -acium = Arab. isfináj, 
isfandj (— Pers. aspandkh), perh. by assim. to 
L. spina SPINE, with ref. tothe prickly seeds 
of some species; the prob. intermediate 
channel of adoption, Spain, is illustrated 
by the names medL. Hispanicum olus and 
F. TAherbe d'Espaigne (Cotgr.). 


spinal spairnol pert. to the SPINE. XVI 
~ late L. spinális ; see -AL!. 


spindle spi:ndl slender rod serving to twist 
and wind thread in spinning OE.; rod 
serving as an axis XIV. OE. spinel, corr. to 
OF ris. spindel, OS. spinnila, (M)Du. spindel, 
OHG. spin(n)ila, -ala (G. spindel), f. *spin- 
SPIN; see -LE!; for intrusive d cf. Du. and 
G. forms. comp. spindle-side female line of 
descent (xix), used by F. Palgrave and E. A. 
Freeman as a rendering of OE. spinlhealf; 
cf. G. spindelseite, etc., and DISTAFF. 


spindrift spi:ndrift continuous driving of 
spray. XVI. orig. Sc. var. (due to local Sc. 
pronunc. speen, spin, of spoon) of spoondrift 
(actually recorded later xvin), f. sPooN?4- 
DRIFT. 


spine spain backbone xiv (rare before 
XVII); thorn or thorn-like process XV 
(Lydg.) Aphetic - OF. espine (mod. épine) 
— Pr., Sp. espina, It. spina, or their source 
L. spina thorn, prickle, backbone, prob. rel. 
to spica SPIKE?, 

spinel sprnol, spinelle spine gem re- 
sembling the ruby. xvi. = F. spznelle 
— It. spinella, dim. of spina SPINE. 


spinet spine't, spi'nit keyed instrument 
resembling the harpsichord. xvir (Pepys). 
Aphetic -— F. fespinette (mod. épinette) ~ It. 
spinetta (whence Sp. espineta, modL. 
spineta Xvi), prob. (acc. to A. Banchieri, 
1608) f. name of the inventor Giovanni 
Spinetti of Venice, whose name Banchieri 
had seen on a spinet dated 1503. 


spinifex  sparnifeks coarse grass of the 
Australian deserts, having spiny leaves. 
XIX. - modL. spinifex, f. spina SPINE+ -fex 
maker, facere make, DOL. 


spinnaker spi:noko1 (naut.) three-cornered 

sail carried by racing yachts. x1x. Said to be 
a fanciful formation on spinks, mispro- 
nunciation of Sphinx, name of the first 
yacht that commonly carried the sail; perh. 
with reminiscence of SPANKER. 


spinney spini copse, esp. for preserving 
game, XVI. Aphetic- OF. espinei (mod. 
épinaie) :- Rom. *spinéta, coll. form of L. 
spinétum (whence It. spineto, Rum. spinet), f. 
spina thorn, SPINE. Q] The use of the word 


SPIRIT 


was generalized from particular designations, 
which are found as early as xii, and in AN. 
form (. . de Spiney) in XII. 


spinster spi:nster woman (rarely, man) 

engaged in spinning XIV (PPl.); appended 
to names of women to denote occupation 
(e.g. Alicia Moris Spynnestere xiv), later 
(from xvir) legal designation of one still 
unmarried. f. SPIN vb.+-STER; perh. after 
(M)Du. spinster (cf. MLG. spinsterinne). 
Spi-nstrEss?! XVII. 


spiræa spairro genus of rosaceous plants. 
xvi (Evelyn). =- L. spīræa ~ Gr. speiraía, 
f. spefra SPIRE?. 
spiral spaio':rol coiled as round a cylinder 
or cone. xvi (Recorde). = F. spiral or 
medL. spiralis (Albertus Magnus x11), f. L. 
spira SPIRE? ; see -AL}. 
spirant spaio:ront (philol. of a consonant) 
continuant, open. xIx (Whitney). =L. 
spirant-, -dns, prp. of spirdre breathe; see 
-ANT. @ The L. stem spir- is widely repr. 
in Eng., with a great diversity of application, 
as in aspire, conspire, expire, inspire, per- 
spire, respire (with respirator), suspire, 
transpire, with the large group assoc. with 
spirit; many derivs. depend for sense ult. 
upon Gr. pneîn blow, breathe, pneûma 
breath, spirit. 
spire! spaiori Tstalk, stem OE., (dial.) reeds 
XILI ; shoot, sprout XIV; tapering portion of a 
steeple xvi (earlier spere xv). OE. spir — 
MLG., MDu. spier, spir, MHG. spir (G. 
spier tip of blade of grass). 
spire? spaior coil, spiral xvr. - F. spire 
It. spira - L. spira — Gr. speíra coil, winding. 
spirit spirit A. breath of life; B. vital 
principle; C. intelligent incorporeal being 
XIII; immaterial element of a human being; 
D. vital power xiv; E. tany of four sub- 
stances so named of the alchemists XIV 
(Ch.); liquid of the nature of an essence 
xvi. — AN. spirit, aphetic of espirit, OF. 
esperit, (also mod.) esprit = Pr. esperit, Sp. 
espíritu, lt. spirito - L. spiritus breathing, 
breath, air, life, soul, pride, courage, (in Chr. 
use) incorporeal being, f. spiráre breathe 
(cf. halitus, f. hàláre) ; see SPIRANT, and cf. 
SPRIGHTLY, SPRITE. comb. spirit-rapping 
rapping alleged to be made by disembodied 
spirits, communicatioa so conveyed, c.1850. 
Hence spirit vb. (arch.) enliven, inspirit 
xvi (Sh.); carry away mysteriously XVII. 
Spi-ritep? full of spirit. xvr (B. Jonson). 
Spi‘ritisM, -IST. XIX; preferred by some to 
spiritualism, -ist; cf. F. spiritisme, G. 
spiritismus. So spiritual! pert. to the 
spirit xiv (R. Mannyng); ecclesiastical Xv. 
ME. spirituel (later latinized) - (O)F. spiri- 
tuel - L. spirituális ; str. spiri'tual XVI-XVIII. 
spiritua:Liry. xv. —- (O)F. orlate L. comb. 
spiritual-mindedness xvit, after spiritually- 
minded Tindale, tr. Luthers geistlich 
gesinnet. spi'ritualısm exercise of spiritual 
faculties, spiritual view xix (Carlyle, 
Lytton); modern s. (1855). spiritualty* 
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tspiritual character; body of ecclesiastics, 
clergy. xiv. — OF. spiritualté — late L. spiri- 
tuülitàs. spi rituous Tspirited xvi (B. Jon- 
son); ardent, alcoholic xvri. = F. spiritueux 
or f. L. spiritu-s. 


spirometer spaioroumnitor instrument for 
measuring breathing-power. XIX. f. L. 
spiráre breathe; see -OMETER. 


spirt spdit }tshort space xv; slight spell of 
wind xviii; brief spell of activity xix. See 
SPURT!. 


spit! spit pointed rod on which meat is 
stuck for roasting OE.; sword; small 
tongue of land xvir. OE. spitu = MLG., 
MDu. spit, spet (Du. spit), OHG. spiz (G. 
spiess) :- Germ. *spituz (whence (O)F. époi 
point of a deer’s horn, Sp. espeto, It. dial. 
spito), of which a var. *spitj- is repr. by 
OHG. spizza (G. spitze) point. 


spit? spit pt., pp. spat spt eject saliva 
(the very s., sl. phr., the exact likeness XIX) 
OE. late Northumb. (ge)spittan = G. dial. 
spützen, f. imit. base *spit-, of which there 
are other expressive vars. *spait-, *spüt-, 
repr. by OE. spdtlian, sp&tan (ME. spete, 
later spat), sp&tlan, spatl, spatl, spald saliva, 
MHG. spiutzen, ON. spyta; see SPITTLE and 
cf. SPEW. 


spit? spit spade's depth of earth. xvt. 
— (M)LG., (M)Du. spit, rel. to OE. spittan 
(dial. spit) dig with a spade, and hence 
prob. ult. to SPITI. 

spital spi-tl (hist.) re-spelling xvu, after the 
L. original, of Tspittle, tspitel, common vars. 
(xin-xvrn) of aphetic form of HOSPITAL; 
corr. to OHG. spital, MLG., MHOG. spittel 
(G. spital, spittel). 


spitchcock spit[kok method of preparing 
an eel by cutting it up and frying it. xvi. 
Of unkn. origin ; cf. SPATCHCOCK. 


spite spait toutrage, insult x1 (Cursor 
M.); strong 1ll-will xiv ; zn s. of, in contempt 
ot defiance of, notwithstanding xrv. Aphetic 
— OF. despit DESPITE. So spite vb. tregard 
with contempt xiv; treat maliciously xvI 
(Sh.). Aphetic ~ OF. despiter — L. déspectare. 
Cf. MLG., MDu. spit, spiten (Du. spijt, 
spijten). 
spittle spitl saliva. xv (Caxton). alt. by 
assoc. with sprT? of (dial.) spattle, OE. spatl, 
spàdl, spáld (ME. spoíd), corr. to OPFris., 
ML3G. spédel, f. Gexm.*spát-, repr. also by 
OE. spátl, (Tspettle xv-xviii), spētan spit. 
Hence spittooN  spitü'n receptacle for 
spittle. xix. orig. U.S. 


spitz spits Pomeranian dog, having a very 
pointed muzzle. xix. - G. spitz, also 
spitzhund, spec. use of spitz pointed, 
peaked ; see sPrT!. 

splacknuck spleknak imaginary animal 
of Brobdingnag in Swift, 'Gulliver's 
Travels’, 1726. Fanciful invention, 


splanchnic splze-nknik pert. to the viscera. 
xvii. ~modL. splanchnicus — Gr. splagkh- 
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nikós, f. splagkhnon, usu. pl. -a inward parts, 
prob. rel. to splén SPLEEN; see -IC. 


splash splef dash water, etc. upon, also 
with water, etc. as obj., and intr. XVIII. 
Expressive alt. of plash. 


splay splei Tunfold (a banner) xiv; spread 
out xv, Aphetic of DISPLAY. Hence sb. 
(archit.) work deviating from a right angle 
XVI; adj., as in splay-foot(ed) xvi. 

spleen splin gland in the abdomen an- 
ciently held to be the seat of (i) melan- 
choly, (ii) mirth x11; used of various 
emotions and states of mind xvi (Sh.). 
Apbetic — OF. esplen - L. splen — Gr. splén, 
prob. rel. to Gr. splágkhnon pluck, L. lien, 
Skr. plihdn. comp. splee-nworr xvi; after 
L. spiénium, asplénon = Gr. So splenetic 
spline'tik pert. to the spleen ; irritably mo- 
rose XVI; ill-humoured xvir. — late L. splé- 
néticus, f. splén; so F. Variant synon. forms 
are: Tsplenatic — medL. spléndticus (so OF. 
splénatique); tsple-native xvI-XV1; Ppiene 
sple-nik. xvi - F. splénique (Paré), L. splé- 
nicus — Gr.; Tspleni-tic xvi-xvIt1 ; so F. 


splendid sple:xndid brilliant, resplendent? 
magnificent. XVIL =F. splendide or L. 
splendidus, f. splendére be bright or shining. 
From the prp. of the L. vb. are derived 
Tsple-ndaNT xvi-xvr, sple-ndEenr xv (cf. 
RESPLENDENT). Various other formations 
synon. with splendid, which finally super- 
seded them, were: tsplendi:dious XV—-XVII, 
+sple-ndidous xvii only (B. Jonson); 
splenda:cious x1x fanciful formation after 
capacious, spacious. splendi'FEROUS XV (now 
joc., chiefly U.S.) - medL. splendiferus, for 
late L. splend6rifer; tsplendious XVII 
only. So splendour”, U.S. sple-ndor 
great brightness xv; magnificent display, 
brilliant distinction xvir. —- (O)F. splendeur 
or L. splendor; hence tsplendorovus xvi 
(Drayton). 
splice splais join (ropes) by interweaving 
the strands xvi; join (two pieces of timber) 
by overlapping the ends xvir; (sl.) join in 
marriage XVIII (Smollett). prob. - MDu. 
splissen (whence also Du. dial, G. splissen, 
spleissen), but agreeing in vocalism with G. 
spleissen SPLIT ; cf. Sw. splitsa, Da. splidse. 
splint splint plate of overlapping metal in 
medizval armour x111; slender or thin slip 
of wood, etc.; (dial) splinter xiv; (in 
farriery) tumour developing into a bony 
excrescence XVI; laminated coal XVIII. 
-MLG. splente, splinte, MDu. splinte (Du. 
splint); rel. to next but no cogns. are known. 


splinter splinter rough slender piece of 
wood, etc. xiv (T'revisa). - (M)Du. splin- 
ter, rel. to prec. 

split split break up (a ship) on a rock, etc. ; 
cleave, rend longitudinally. xvr. In earliest 
use naut. - (M)Du. spltten, obscurely rel. 
to spletten, whence earlier Eng. (dial.) splet 
(Palsgr.), spleet, and to OFris. splita, MLG., 
MDu. spliten, MHG. spligen (G. spleissen); 
of obscure ult. origin. 
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splodge splod3 thick clumsy lump or spot. 
xIx. Expressive alt. of next; cf. WODGE. 

splotch splotf large irregular spot or patch. 
xvir (Holland). perh. blend of spor and 
tplotch (xvi), BLOTCH. 


splurge splsid3 (U.S.) ostentatious display. 
XiX. Of symbolic origin. 


splutter spla:tor (dial.) noise, fuss; violent 
and confused utterance xviI. loud sputter 
or splashing xrx. alt. of SPUTTER, by assoc. 
with splash; ‘a low word’ (J.). 

spode spoud china ware manufactured by 
Josiah Spode (1754-1827). XIX. 


spoil spoil goods captured from an enemy 
XIII; (esp. pl.) arms or armour so captured, 
(also gen.) xv1; refuse material xix. Aphetic 
~ OF. espoille (cf. Sp. espoja, It. spoglia, -1e), 
f. espoillier :- L. spoliáre, f. spolium, pl. -ia 
skin stripped from an animal, booty. So 
spoil vb. (pt., pp. spotit since XVII). A. strip, 
despoil xiii; B. damage, ruin xvr; C. de- 
teriorate XVII; be spoiling for (orig. U.S.) 
desire eagerly xix. - OF. espoillier, f. the 
sb.; or aphetic of DESPOIL. 


spoke spouk one of the staves of a wheel 
OE. ; colloq. phr. put a s. tn one's wheel, (i) 
attempt to advise or help, (ii) act so as to 
impede (another) xvit. OE. spdca = OF ris. 
spéke, spdke, OS. spéca, OHG. spethha (Du. 
speek, G. speiche) :- WGerm. *spaikon, f. 
*spatk- *spetk- SPIKE}. 

-spoken spou:kn as the second el. of a 
comp. ‘speaking in the way denoted by the 
first el^, e.g. fair-s., well-s. (xv), fine-s., 
plain-s. (xv1t), based on phr. speak fair, etc. ; 
pp. of SPEAK; cf. the similar use of ON. 
talaür, pp. of tala speak. 


spokesman spou:kksmon tinterpreter; one 
who speaks on behalf of another XVI; 
Tspeaker of an assembly; public speaker 
XVII. irreg. f. spoke, pt. of SPEAK + -sman 
{see -s). @ Not connected with rare ME. 
spekeman advocate. 
spoliation spouliei:fon action of despoiling. 
XIV. = L. spolidtid(n-), f. spoliàre sPOIL; 
see -ATION. So F. (xv). 
spondee spo'ndi (pros.) metrical foot of 
two long syllables. xiv. — (O)F. spondée or 
L. spondéus ~ Gr. spondetos sb. use (sc. pots 
foot) of adj. f. spondé libation (see SPONSOR), 
the spondee being a foot characteristic of 
melodies accompanying libations. So spon- 
daic spondeiik. xviu. - F. spondaique or 
late L. spondaicus, alt. of spondiacus (whence 
Eng. Tspo-ndiac xv1) - Gr. spondeiakós. 
spondulicks spondjü-liks (U.S. sl.) money. 
xix, Of unkn. origin. 
sponge span?4s; (piece of) the absorbent 
skeleton of an aquatic animal with pores in 
the body wall. OE. sponge, corr. to OS. 
spunsia (Du. spons) — L. spongia (whence 
OF. esponge, mod. éponge, Ít. spugna) = Gr. 
spoggid, f. spóggos, sphóggos; reinforced in 
ME. from OF. Hence vb. xiv; cf. F. 
éponger, tesponger, late L. spongiare, Gr. 





SPOOR 


spoggízein. So spo-ngiOoUS spa:n$j3ios XIV. 
- L. spongidsus. 

sponsion spo:nfan solemn or formal en- 
gagement, XVII. — L. sponsid(n-), f. pp. stem 
of spondére promise solemnly, rel. to Gr. 
spéndein pour a libation, promise, spondé 
libation, alliance, truce; see -sION. So 
spo-nsor! godfather, godmother; one who 
gives surety. XVII. — L. 


sponson spə'nsən (naut.) extension beyond 
the ordinary line or bulk of a vessel. xix. 
Formerly also sponsing, sponcing, of unkn. 
origin. 

spontaneous sponteinios acting or pro- 
duced by natural, instinctive, or voluntary 
impulse. xvi. f. late L. spontáneus, f. L. 
(sud) sponte of (one's) own accord, abl. of 
*sbóns, anclently connected with spondére 
(cf. SPONSION). 


spontoon spontirn (hist.) kind of half-pike 
or halberd. xvir. =F. fsponton (mod. 
esponton) — It. spuntone, f. spuntare blunt, f. 
S- EX-! + punto POINT. 


spoof spūf (card) game of a hoaxing 
character; (gen.) hoax, humbug. XIX. 
Invented by Arthur Roberts (1852-1933), 
Eng. comedian. 


spook spūk (colloq.) spectre, ghost. XIX. 
- Du. spook = (M)LG. spök (whence G. 
spuk), of unkn. origin. 


spool spil bobbin on which thread is 
wound. xiv. Aphetic - OF. espole (mod. 
époule) or — its source, MLG. spéle = MDu. 
spoele (Du. spoel), OHG. spuolo, -a (G. 
spule); WGerm., of unkn. origin. 
spoom spūm (naut.) run or scud before the 
sea, etc. XVII. alt. of SPOON’, prob. by 
assoc. with boom (said of a ship making all 
the way possible). 
spoon! spun A. tchip, splinter OE.; B. 
shallow oval bowl with a long handle xiv. 
OE. spõn = MLG. spän, MDu. spaen, 
OHG. span (G. span shaving), ON. spénn, 
spdnn; the Germ. word (adopted in Finn. 
panna shingle) is usu. connected with 
Gr. sphén wedge. @ The Scand. sense (B) 
prevailed in this word, as in dream and 
dwell. comp. spoo:nBiLL? bird of the 
genus Platalea; after Du. lepelaar, f. lepel 
spoon. Hence spoo-ny! foolish person, 
silly XVIII; spoon was similarly applied con- 
temp. to person making love sentimentally, 
whence a corr. use of spoon vb. 


spoon? spün T(naut.) run before the wind 
or sea, scud. xvi. Of unkn. origin. 

spoondrift sce SPINDRIFT. 

spoonerism spū'nərizm accidental trans- 
position of initial sounds or syllables of 
words associated in a context, 1900. f. name 
of the Rev. W. A. Spooner (1844-1930), who 
was said to have been addicted to this; 
see -ISM. 


spoor spuoi track, trail. xix. — Du. spoor 
(in S. African use), repr. MDu. spo(o)r = 
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OE., OHG., ON. spor (G. spur); rel. to 
SPUR. 


sporadic spóra:dik occurring in isolated 
instances XVII. —medL. sporadicus — Gr. 
sporadikós, f. sporad-, spords scattered, dis- 
persed, f. base of spord sowing, seed, whence 
modL. spora, used spec. bot., minute re- 
productive body in flowerless plants, 
anglicized spore spoor. XIX. Cf. F. spora- 
dique, etc.; see -IC. 

sporran spo'ron pouch worn with the kilt 
of Scottish Highlanders. xix (Scott). - 
Gael. sporan = Ir. sparán purse, Mir. 
sboran, W. ysbur — L.. bursa PURSE. 

sport spdit pleasant pastime, diversion xv; 
in full s. of nature (tr. L. lusus naturz) XVII; 
object of diversion xvir (Milton); pl. series 
of athletic contests xvi. So sport vb. f(refl.) 
amuse oneself XIV; so intr. xv; display XVIII. 
Aphetic of DISPORT sb. and vb. Hence 
spo-rtiveE. xvi (Sh., Nashe). spo-rtsMAN. 
XVIII (Farquhar) (cf. spokesman); earlier 
Tsporter (XVII). 

spot spot moral stain xII; small roundish 
mark XII; speck, stain; small piece or 
particle; small plot or area xiv. perh. = 
MDu. spotte, LG. spot, corr. to ON. spotti 
small piece, bit (Norw. spott speck, spot, 
plot of ground), obscurely rel. to OE. splott 
spot, plot of land (cf. gesplottod spotted, and 
rare ME. splotti adj.). (Spotland, Lanca- 
shire, which appears in x11 as Spotlond, may 
be a dissimilated form of. *Splotland.) 
Hence vb. xv (Hoccleve, Lydg.). spo-ttED?. 
Xii, Spo:tty!. xiv. 


spouse spauz wife, husband. xu. Early 

ME. spüs(e)- OF. spus, spous m., spuse, 
spouse fem., aphetic var. of espous, espouse 
(mod. époux, épouse) -— Pr. espos, -a, Sp. 
esposo, -a, It. sposo, -a :- L. sponsus bride- 
groom, sponsa bride, sb. uses of m. and 
fem. pp. of spondére betroth (see SPONSOR). 
So spou'saAL? twedlock ; ESPOUSAL XIII. 


spout spaut pipe for discharge of water, etc. 
XIV; discharge of water, waterspout XVI. 
corr. to Flem. spuyte, Du. spuit, but prob. 
immed. f. spout vb. (xiv) discharge liquid 
—- MDou. spouten (Du. spuiten), f. imit. base 
*spüt-, repr. also in ON. spyta spit. 


sprag spreg smart, clever. xvi (Sh.). Of 
unkn. origin; cf. synon. (dial.) sprack XVIIL; 
also sprag lively young fellow, young salmon 
or cod XVIII. 


sprain sprein wrench (a part of the body) 
so as to cause pain. XVII. Agrees in form 
with OF. espraindre (see next), but the 
meaning is distant and the date of emergence 
is a difficulty. Hence sprain sb. xvi. 


spraints spreints excrement of the otter. 

XV. — OF. espraintes (mod. épreintes), sb. 
use of fem. pp. of espraindre squeeze out, 
for earlier *espriembre :- Rom. *expremere, 
for L. exprimere EXPRESS. 


sprat spræt seafish Clupea Sprattus. xvi. 
Later var. of Tsprot, OE. sprot — MLG., 





SPRING 
(M)Du. sprot (whence G. sprotte), of unkn. 


origin. Q| For the vocalism cf. sTRAP. 
sprawl  spró! (dial) kick convulsively ; 
spread one's limbs awkwardly. OE. 


spreawlian, formed with expressive initial 
group spr- (cf. the foll. words); for the el. 
-awl cf. crawl. Obscurely rel. to similar 
NFris. spraweli, Da. sprelle, sprzlle kick or 
splash about, Sw. dial. spral(1)a, Norw. dial. 
sprala struggle. 


spray! sprei  Tsmall twigs, fine brush- 
wood xii1 (RGlouc.); slender shoot or twig 
xıv (Trevisa). Earlier in Devon place- 
names Spreyton, Sprytown, in Domesday 
Book Esprettone, Spreitone ‘farm in brush- 
wood country’ and Sprei respectively. The 
ult. origin of OE. *sprég and synon. 
sp*&c 1s unkn. 


spray?sprei water in theformof afineshower 
XVII; jet of vapour XIX. orig. spry, and so 
commonly XVII-XVIII ; immed. source unkn. ; 
formally corr. to MDu. vb. spra(e)yen 
(whence occas. Eng. tspray sprinkle xv1) = 
MHG. sprajen, spreewen. Hence vb. xix. 


spread spred pt., pp. spread stretch so 
as to display, send out in various directions 
XII; overlap with; be extended, become 
diffused xir. OE. *sprédan (in comps. a-, 
ge-, ofer-, tóspr&dan, and sprédung diffu- 
sion) — OS. tó|spreidan, MLG., MDu. 
spréden (Du. spreiden, spreien), OHG. 
spreitan (G. spreiten) :- WGerm. *spraidjan, 
causative of *spridan, repr. bv OHG. spritan 
be extended, with no certain cognates. 


spree spri (colloq.) boisterous frolic. xix. 
Of unkn. origin ; former vars. spray, sprey. 


sprig! sprig small slender nail. xiv. Of 


unkn. origin. 
sprig? sprig shoot, twig xv; fig. (cf. scion) 


xvi. Of unkn. origin; LG. has synon. 
sprick. 
sprightly sprartli animated, brisk. xvi 


(late). f. spright (xv1), var. of SPRITE+-Ly}, 
Cf. tsprightful (Sh.). 

spring! sprin A. place of rising, as of a 
stream OE.; B. action or time of rising or 
beginning XII]; tC. young growth XII; 
D. (repl. LENT) first season of the year xvI 
(earlier ts. of the year, Ts. tide XVI, s. time xv, 
Tspringing time x1v, Trevisa); E. rising of the 
sea to its extreme height xiv (s. tide xvi); 
F. elastic contrivance xv (fig. impelling 
agency). OE. spring and spryng (more freq. 
in &spring, wiellspring fountain of water, and 
ofspring OFFSPRING, upspring rising of the 
sun, beginning of day etc.), f. *sprenz- and 
*sprugg respectively, of the base of next; 
cf, in sense A, (M)Du., (M)LG., OHG. 


spring; in sense E perh. of LDu. origin. 


spring? sprij pt. sprang sprzern, pp. 
sprung spran bound, leap (up, etc.); 
issue forth; grow OE.; originate XI1; cause 
(a bird) to rise xv1. OE. springan = OFris. 
springa, OS., OHG. springan (Du., G. 
springen), ON. springa :- CGerm. (exc, 
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Goth.) *spreygan, f. base rel. to *sprung-, 
repr. in prec. and (O)HG. sprung, (M)Du. 
sprong ; relation with Gr. spérkhesthai hasten, 
sperkhnos rapid, has been assumed. 


springal(d)  spripggol(d) (arch.) vouth, 

stripling. xv (revived in xix by Scott). 
The oldest forms have -old, which gave way 
to -aid, -al(1); presumably f. sPRING?, but 
the ending is obscure. 


springbok spri-nbok antelope Antidorcas 
Euchore. xvin. Afrikaans, f. Du. springen 
SPRING?+ bok goat, antelope (BUCK?). 


springe sprin‘3 snare to catch small game, 
esp. birds. xin. repr. OE. *sprenéó :- 
*sprangjan, f£. base of sPRING?. 


springhalt spri holt. xvi. / unexpl. alt. 
of STRINGHALT. 
sprinkle sprink! scatter in drops xiv 


(Maund.) ; bedew, bespatter xv ; cover with 
specks of colour xvin.  perh.- (M)Du. 
sprenkelen (cf. MLG. sprinkelt pp., spotted; 
so late ME. sprynkled); see -LE°, 


sprint sprint Tdart, spring xvI; run, etc. 
fast for a short distance x1x.~ ON. *sprinta 
(Sw. spritta); superseding (dial.) sprent 
(xIV)-ON. *sprenta (Sw. sprätta, Da. 
spratte), prop. the corr. causative wk. vb., 
but in Eng. chiefly intr. ; ult. origin unkn. 


sprit sprit pole OE., (naut.) boom or pole 
crossing a sail diagonally xiv. OE. spréot — 
(M)Du., (MDLG. spriet, spret (whence G. 


spriet), f. Germ. *spreut- spriit-; see 
SPROUT. Cf. BOWSPRIT. 
sprite sprait spirit (formerly m various 


senses, now only) elf, fairy. xu (Cursor M.). 
ME. spryte, also spreit, sprete, alt. with 
lengthened vowel of sprit, contr. of SPIRIT. 
The modified sp. spright xvi (cf. delight) 
was specialized in the senses 'disembodied 
spirit’, ‘fairy’, ‘goblin’, and familiarized by 
Spenser and Sh.; cf. SPRIGHTLY. 

sprocket spro'kit triangular piece of timber 
XVI ; projection on the rim of a wheel engag- 
ing with the links of a chain xviri.. Of unkn. 
origin. 

sprout spraut shoot forth, spring up. xir. 
ME. sprüten, OE. *spriitan (in pp. aisproten), 
OS. sprūton = MLG. sprüten, (M)Du. 
spruiten, MHG. spriezen (G. spriessen) i= 
WQGerm. orig. str. vb. *sprütan, f. *sprüt-, 
as also in OE. sprytan, spryttan, OHG. 
spriozan. Hence or - MLG., MDu. spriite 
sprout sb. Xni. 


spruce spris tbrisk, lively; trim, neat. xvi. 
poss. from a particular collocation of 
Spruce = Pruce Prussia, e.g. Spruce leather 
(jerkin). Hence vb. xvr. 


spruit spruit small watercourse in S. Africa. 
xIx. Du. (SPROUT). 


spry sprai active, brisk. xviir. The earliest 
evidence is from S.W. dial. and N. America; 
of unkn. origin; cf. (dial.) sprack (xvitt), 
SPRAG (XVI). 


spud spad Tshort or poor knife or dagger 
XV (Promp. Parv.); spade-like implement 
for digging or weeding xvII; stumpy person 
or thing XVII; potato xix. Of unkn. origin. 

spume spjūm foam, froth. x1v (Gower). 
~ OF. (e)spume or L. sptima, gen. connected 
with piimex PUMICE, OE. fdm FOAM. 


spunk spank spark; touchwood xvi; 
fungus growing on trees XvII; (Sc.) lucifer 
match; spirit, mettle xvi. Of unkn. 
origin; cf. PUNK. 


spur spd: device attached to a rider’s heel 
for pricking on his mount. OE. spora 
spura = OS. sporo, OHG. sporo (Du. SPOOR, 
G. sporn, earlier sporen), ON. spori :— 
CGerm. (exc. Gothic) *spuron (whence F. 
éperon, Pr. esporo, Sp. espuera, Pg. espora, 
It. sp(e)rone), based on IE. *sper- strike with 
the foot (cf. sPURN). Hence vb. xri (La5.). 


spurge sp3id5 plant of the genus Euphor- 
bia, species of which have been used as 
purgatives. Aphetic- OF. espurge (mod. 
épurge), f. espurgier:-L. expurgare (see 
EX-!, PURGE). 

spurious spjuo'rios illegitimate xvi ; not 
genuine XVII. f. L. spurius bastard, prop. 
legal term and perh. of alien origin and allied 
to spurcus impure. 


spurling var. of SPARLING. 


spurn spaun strike with the foot (Tintr. and 
trans.); reject with contempt. OE. spurnan, 
spornan, pt. spearn, pp. -spornen (more 
freq. xtspurnan), corr. to OS. spurnan, 
OHG. spornón, sburnan, ON. *spurna, pt. 
sparn; Germ. str. vb. cogn. with L. 
spernere scorn, 

spurr(e)y spa'ri plant of the genus Sper- 
gula. xvi. — Du. spurrie, earlier sporie, 
speurie, obscurely based on med. L. sper- 
gula, whence G. spergel, spórgel. 

spurt! spdit short period, brief unsus- 
tained effort. XVI. var. of contemp. SPIRT, 
of unkn. origin. 


spurt? spojt issue in a sudden forcible jet. 
XVI. var. of contemp. spirt, of unkn. origin. 
Hence sb. xvrir. 


sputter spa‘ter spit out in small particles 
XVI; utter hastily or confusedly xviz. -— Du. 
sputteren, of imit. origin; cf. SPLUTTER. 


sputum  spjürtom saliva, spittle. XVII. 
~ L. sptitum, sb. use of n. pp. of spuere spit; 
sce SPEW. 


spy spai one who watches secretly (e.g. an 
enemy). XIII. Aphetic = OF. espie (= Pr., 
Cat. espia, It. spia), f. espier EsPY, whence 
spy vb. act as a spy; catch sight of xIII; 
~ Germ. *spex-, as in MLG. spéen, MDu. 
spien (Du. spieden), OHG. spehon (G. 
spdhen), ON. speja, spxja, repr. IE. *spek- 
(L. specere; see SPECIFS), poss. rel, by 
metathesis with Gr. skep- (see SCEPTIC). 
@ For other derivs. of the base see ASPECT, 
AUSPICE, CONSPECTUS, CONSPICUOUS, EXPECT, 
FRONTISPIECE, INSPECT, RESPECT, SPECTRUM, 
SUSPECT. 
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squab skwob young bird; squat person; 
sofa, couch, soft cushion. xvi. Of uncertain 
origin; cf. Sw. dial. sqvabb loose fat flesh, 
sqvabba fat woman, sqvabbig flabby, and 
Eng. Tquab (xvii) squat object (cf. G. 
quabbe soft mass). Also adj. squat. xvir. 
squabash skwəbæ'f crushing blow. xix 
(Wilson). f. souA|sH -l-BAsH. Also vb. 

squabble  skwo:bl quarrel in a petty 
manner (Sh.); throw (type) out of line xvi. 
imit. of noisy confusion; prob. of imit. orig. 
So sb. Cf. Sw. dial. sqvabbel. 

squad skwəd small detail of soldiers. 
XVII.  Aphetic (after next) — F. escouade, 
tesquade (xvi), var. of escadre = Sp. escuadra, 
It. squadra, corr. to F. écarre SQUARE. 

squadron skwo:dron fbody of soldiers in 
square formation; military and naval unit. 
XVI. — It. squadrone, f. squadra SQUARE; cf. 
F. t(e)squadron (mod. escadron), Sp. escua- 
dron; cf. -00N. 

squails skweilz ninepins. xix. Of unkn. 
origin ; cf. KAYLES, SKITTLES. 

squalid skwo:lid repulsively foul. xvi 
(Spenser). — L. squalidus, f. squdlére be dry, 
rough, dirty ; see -1D!. Sosqua-lon? skwo:lo1. 
XVII. 

squall skwol cry out violently. xvi1 (Dray- 
ton). prob. alt. of SQUEAL by assoc. with 
BAWL. Hence perh. squall sb. sudden and 
violent gust of wind (and rain). XVIII. 

squaloid skweiloid shark-like. xix. f. L. 
squalus sea-fish (Varro, Pliny), used in zool. 
for the shark, rel. to WHALE; see -otD. 

squamose skweimnous, skwomoirs scaly. 
XVII. — L. squámoósus, f. squàma scale; see 
-OosE!l. So squa:mous. xvi. - F. squameux 
or L. 

squander skwo:ndoz (dial) scatter, dis- 
perse; spend prodigally. xvi (Sh., Nashe). 
Of unkn. origin. 

square skwesz A. implement for deter- 
mining a right angle xr (Cursor M.); B. 
rectangular figure with four equal sides 
XIV; rectangular area XVIIL. Earliest form 
squire (XUI-XxVII) chiefly in sense A, 
later square (xv), aphetic — OF. esquere, 
esquare (mod. équerre) = Pr. escaire, Sp. 
escuadra, lt. squadra :- Rom.  *exquadra, 
f. *exquadráre, f.ex eX-! -- quadra square (see 
QUADRANT). So square adj. xiv. ~ OF. 
esquarré, pp. of esquarrer (whence square vb. 
XIV) — Sp. escuadrar etc. t- Rom. *exquad- 
rare. 

squarrose skwe-rous, skwo'rous having 
scales, etc. standing out at right angles. 
XVIII. — L. squarrdsus scurfy, scabby, prob. 
for *eschardsus (with assim. to squáma scale), 
f. Gr. eskhdrd scar; see -OsE!. 

squarson skwá-1son parish priest who is 
also squire. x1x (1876 E. A. Freeman; has 
been attributed to Bishop Wilberforce and 
others). joc. f. SQU|IRE and P|ARSON. 

squash! skwo[ crush to a flat mess or pulp. 
XVI. JAphetic - OF. esquasser — It. squas- 
sare = Rom. *exquassare; see EX-1, QUASH. 


SQUINT 


squash? skwo| kind of gourd. xvii. Short 
for T(i)squoutersquash - Narragansett Indian 
asquutasquash, f. asq raw, uncooked, the 
-ash being pl. ending, as 1n SUCCOTASH. 


squat skwot A. (dial) crush, flatten xii; 
B. refl. and intr. sit in a crouching attitude 
XV. — OF. esquatir, -ter, f. es- EXx-! --quatir 
press down, crouch, hide :- Rom. *coactire, 
f. L. codctus (cf. medL. quactus), pp. of 
cogere drive or force together, f. co- coM-4- 
agere drive (cf. AGENT). Cf. swar!. 


squaw skwó N. Amer. Indian woman or 
wife. Xvir. — Narragansett Indian squaws, 
Massachusetts squa woman. 


squawk skwdk utter a loud harsh cry. 
XIX. imit. 


squeak skwik utter a short or slight high- 
pitched sound xiv (Trevisa; trans. XVI); 
(sl.) turn informer, ‘squeal’ xvii (Dryden). 
imit., combining the initials of SQUEAL and 
final of SHRIEK; but cf. Sw. skudka croak. 


squeal skwil utter a long loud cry xin 
(Cursor M.); (sl.) turn informer xix. imit.; 
in earliest use northern. 


squeamish skwi-mif affected with nausea 
XV; distant, reserved, prudish, fastidious 
XVI. alt., by substitution of -1sH! for -ous, 
of ME. squaymes, squeymous, earlier scoymus, 
squoymous (mod. north. dial. skymous), 
aphetic — AN. escoymos, of unkn. origin. 
squeegee skwidsr implement fitted with 
rubber for removing moisture from a sur- 
face. XIX. Arbitrarily f. squeege (XVIII), 
expressive alt. of SQUEEZE ; see -EE?. 
squeeze skwiz press hard, force out by 
pressure. XVI. var. of earlier Tsquise, Tsquize 
(xvi) intensive of Tqueise (xv), as (dial.) 
squench of quench; ult. origin unknown. 
squelch skwel'f crush down (something 
soft). XVII. imit.; cf. rare quelch (xvi1). 
squeteague skwetrg (U.S.) weak-fish or 
sea salmon, Cynoscion regalis. Narragansett 
Indian. 

squib skwib kind of firework; smart hit, 
lampoon. xvr. prob. imit. of a slight 
explosion. 

sguid skwid kind of cuttle 
(Purchas). Of unkn. origin. 
squiffy skwi fi (sl) slightly drunk. xix. 
Of unkn. origin. 

squiggle skwi'gl make wavy or writhing 
movements. xIx. perh. blend of SQUIRM 
and WIGGLE, WRIGGLE. 


squilgee skwi-ld3i kind of swab. XIX. 
perh. blend of SQUELCH and SQUEEGEE. 


squill skwil (root of) the sea-onion. XIV. 
= L. squilla, var. of scilla — Gr. skilla. 


squinch skwin'f (archit.) fstone cut for a 
scuncheon xv; support constructed across 
an angle xix. Shortening of SCUNCHEON. 


squint skwint t(looking) obliquely with the 
eyes differently directed xiv (in squyntloker, 
Trevisa); adj. (as in s. eye, -eyed), vb. XVI. 


fish. XVII 
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Hence sb., strabismus xvil ; hagioscope XIX. 
Aphetic of ASQUINT; cf. late ME. of skzvyn, 
analytic var. of askoyne. 


squire skwaiaz young man in attendance on 

a knight xi (S. Eng. Leg.); one who 
attends on a lady xvi (Spenser); country 
gentleman xvir. | Aphetic - OF. esquier 
ESQUIRE. Hence squi:rearchy -a1ki class 
of squires. XVIII; after hierarchy. SquirEE'N? 
petty squire x1x (Maria Edgeworth). 


squirm skwdim writhe like an eel, etc. 
xvii (Ray, ‘South and East Country Words’). 
Of symbolic origin; prob. assoc. with 
worm. 


squirrel skwi-ral rodent of genus Sciurus, 
or subfamily Sciurina. x1v (Ch.). Aphetic - 
AN. esquirel, OF. esquireul, escureul (mod. 
écureuil) — Pr. escurol, esquirol, Sp. esquirol :- 
Rom. *scüriólus, dim. of *setirius, for L. 
sciürus — Gr. skhíouros, prob. f. skid SHADE 
-+ourd tail. 

squirt skw3uit eject liquid in a thin stream. 
XIV. Earlier swirt and perh. — LG. swirtjen, 
of imit. origin. 

squish skwi[ (dial) squeeze, squash. xvir. 
imit. Hence sb. (Univ. sl.) marmalade. 
XIX. 


squit skwit (dial, sl.) insignificant or con- 
temptible person. xIx. prob. rel. to (dial.) 
squit squirt and SQUITTER. 


squitch skwit[ alt. of QurrCH. xvin. 

squitter skwitor (dial) squirt, splutter 
XVI (Nashe); void thin excrement XVH. 
imit. 

st excl. used (i) to impose silence, (ii) drive 
away or urge on an animal. xiv. So in L., 
TF., G., Du. ; cf. HIST, WHISTĖ. 


stab steb use a pointed weapon to wound 
or kill. xiv (Barbour). The relation to 
synon. (dial.) stob (xvi) is not clear; similar 
correspondences are seen in sprat/sprot, 
strapjstrop. Hence sb. xv (Promp. Parv.). 


stable! steibl building for the housing of 

horses and fcattle. xi. Aphetic~ OF. 
estable m. and fem. stable, pigsty, etc. (mod. 
étable cowhouse), corr. to Pr. estable, -a, 
Sp. establo, It. stabbio sheepfold, Rum. 
staul, staur (whence modGr. staiilos) = L. 
stabulum, Rom. *stabula (pl. used as fem. 
sg.) stall, enclosure for animals, lit. ‘stand- 
ing-place’, f. *st(h)a-, base of L. stdre 
STAND. Cf. CONSTABLE. Hence, or ~— OF. 
establer — L. stabuláre, stable vb. xiv. 


stable’ stei-bl able to remain erect, not 
liable to fail or vary, steadfast. XIII. = AN. 
stable, OF. estable (mod. stable), corr. to Pr., 
Sp. estable, Pg. estavel = L. stabile-m, -is, 
(with pass. force) firm as a foundation or 
support, (with active force) standing firm, 
secure, steadfast, f. *std, base of stdre 
STAND; see -BLE. So stability stobi-liti 
xv (Lydg.). In earliest use also stablete — 
OF. (e)tableté - L. stabilitàs, on which 


(O)F. stabilité and Eng. stabilitie were 
directly modelled. stabilizE stei:-, ste: bilaiz. 
xix. — F. stabiliser. stablisu? ste-blif x11 
(Cursor M.). Earlier var. of ESTABLISH, now 
chiefly used in reminiscences of the Bible 
and the Prayer Book; in ME. varying with 
fstable (x11), testable —- OF. establir (mod. 
établir) — L. stabilire. 

staccato  stokü-tou  (mus.) with abrupt 
breaks between successive notes. XVIII. — It. 
staccato, pp. of staccare, aphetic of distaccare 
DETACH. 


stack stek pile, heap. xim (Havelok, 

Cursor M.); cluster of chimneys xvi 
(Pepys). - ON. stakkr haystack :- Germ. 
*stakkaz, prob. in IE. *stognos (cf. Russ. 
stog haystack). Hence stack vb. pile up 
xiv; (U.S.) pack (cards) fraudulently xix. 


stacte ste-kti fragrant spice of the ancients. 
xiv (Wycl. Bible). L.- Gr. stakté, sb. use 
of fem. of staktós distilling in drops, f. *stag-, 
base of stázein flow, drip. 


stad stat S. African town or village. xix. 
— Du. stad = G. stadt, rel. to STEAD. 


staddle ste:dl Tfoundation OE.; young 
tree left standing ; lower part of a rick, etc. 
XVI; platform on which a rick stands xvii. 
OE. stapol base, support, tree trunk, fixed 
position = OFris. stathul, OS. staðal 
standing, OHG. stadal barn (G. dial. stadel), 
ON. stodull milking-place :- CGerm. (exc. 
Goth.) *staplaz, f. *sta- STAND -F instr. 
suffix *-żl-. 

stad(t)holder ste:thou:ldor Tgovernor of a 
fortress XV1; 1n the Netherlands, viceroy of 
a province, etc. XVIL. — Du. stadhouder 
(= G. statthalter) tr. LOCUM TENENS, f. stad 
place (STEAD) -|- houder, agent-noun of houden 
HOLD}, 


stadia sterdio apparatus for measuring 
distance by optical means. xix. Of obscure 
origin ; perh. — pl. of STADIUM, which was so 
used earlier in Eng. So in F. use. 


stadium  steidiom ancient Greek and 
Roman measure of length xvi; course for 
foot-racing; stage of a process xvit. = L. 
stadium ~ Gr. stddion, earlier (Argive) spd- 
dion racecourse, f. span draw (cf. SPAN, 
L. spatium SPACE, SPASM, SPIN), prob. infi. 
by stádios fixed, firm, f. IE. *st(A)a- sTAND. 


staff staf pl. staves steivz (now chiefly 
literary exc. in senses in which sTAVE is now 
the usual sg.), staffs stafs (the only form 
in C). A. stick, pole, rod OE. (later in many 
spec. uses); B. fletter OE.; tline of verse 
XV; Tstanza xvi; (mus.) set of horizontal 
lines for the placing of notes xvir; C. body 
of officers or persons employed xvin. OE. 
stef = OF ris. stef, OS. staf (Du. staf), 
OHG. stap (G. stab), ON. stafr :- CGerm. 
(exc. Goth.) *stabaz, of which a var. 
appears in Goth. *stafs (d. pl. stabim). 
C is of Continental origin; cf. Du. staf, 
G. stab (also generalstab, regimentsstab ; the 
use being prob. developed from the sense 
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wand of office, ‘baton’ (cf. ‘The Germans 
Call a Regiment, and all that belongs to it, 
the Colonel’s Staff (den Regiment, oder 
Colonelstab), for with that the Soldiers are 
to be ruled’ (Astry, tr. Saavedra Faxardo II 
249, 1700). Hence vb. provide with a staff 
of officers, etc. XIX, 


staffage stæ'fāz accessories of a picture. 
XIX. — G. staffage, pseudo-F. formation on 
G. staffieren fit out, garnish; Cf. OF. 
estoffage furnishing, garnishing, f. estoffer, 
STUFF; See -AGE. 


stag steg male of the (red) deer x11; 
(north.) young horse xiv; (dial.) full-grown 
castrated animal xvir; male of birds; (sl.) 
informer xvii. OE *stacga, *stagga, of 
similar formation to the OE. animal names 
docga DOG, frocga FROG, *picga, *pigga PIG, 
*sucga, *sugga (cf. ME. hegesugge hedge- 
sparrow), zzicga beetle (see EARWIG); perh. 
orig. ‘male animal in its prime’ (cf. ON. 
staggr, staggi male bird, whence north. dial. 
steg gander, in Icel. also steggur tomcat). 


stage steid3 A. storey, floor xir (Cursor 
M.); B. fstation, position xi; T C. raised 
floor, platform xiv (in a theatre xvr); D. 
division of a journey or process; short for 
s. coach xvi. Aphetic — OF. estage dwelling, 
stay, situation. (mod. étage storey) — Pr. 
estatge :- Rom.  *staticum standing-place, 
position, f. L. stàre STAND; cf. -age. Sense 
D. perh. arose from a supposed etymol. 
connexion with STADIUM. So stagrn! 
ste'd3o1 old s., one qualified by long 
experience. xvi; OF. estagier (f. estage) in- 
habitant, resident, is a poss. source. 


Stagger ste:goz move involuntarily from 
side to side; cause to reel or totter. xvI; alt. 
of (dial.) stacker (xuri Cursor M.)- ON. 
stakra, frequent. of staka push, stagger. 
Hence stagger sb. spec. pl. as name of a 
vertiginous disease xvi. Cf. for change of 
cons. straggle, trigger. 


stagnant stæ'gnənt (of liquid) tthat is at 
rest in a vessel; not running or flowing. XVII. 
- L. stagnant-, -dns, prp. of stagndre (hence 
sta:gnate xvii) f. stagnum pool; see -ANT, 
-ATE?, Hence stagma:TION. XVII. 


staid steid tfixed, permanent; settled in 
character ; of sober or steady demeanour. xvI 
(stayed). adj. use of pp. of STAY vb. 


stain stein A. change the colour of, tde- 

prive of colour; sully, blemish; spot or 
blotch with dirt, etc. xiv; B. impart its 
colour to, tinge; Tornament with colour xv ; 
colour (fabric, etc.) with pigment xvi, 
(glass) xvir. Aphetic of DiSTAIN; the de- 
velopment of sense B is obscure. Hence sb. 
XVI; dye, pigment XVIII. 


stair steaz flight of steps OE. ; so in coll. pl. 
XIV; any one of these xiv. OE. st@ger = 
(M)LG., (M)Du. steiger scaffolding, quay 
— *staizri, f. Germ. *staig- *stiz- climb 
(cf. sty). Q For staircase (XVII) see CASE?. 


STALK 
staithe steid (dial, esp. north.) landing- 
stage, wharf. xiv (stath). — ON. *stapwo, 
stod, rel. to OE. staep — OS. stað, OHG. 
stad, Goth. stapa (d. sg.) bank, shore :- 
CGerm. *stabaz, *-am, f. *sta- STAND; 
further rel. to OHG. stado, MHG. gestat 
(G. gestade) shore. 


stake! steik stout stick or post. OE. staca, 
corr. to OFris., (M)LG., MDu. stake (Du. 
staak); sb. of the LDu. area (G. stake, 
staken, Sw. stake, etc. being- MLG.), f. 
*stak- *stek- (see STICK). Hence stake vb. 
xiv; cf. OE. stacung impaling on a stake. 
@ From Germ. are OF. estaque, -ache, Pr., 
Sp. estaca, It. stacca. 


stake? steik sb. that which is placed at 
hazard; vb. wager, hazard. xvi (Palser.). 
Of unkn. origin. 


stalactite stz-loktait, stole-ktait icicle-like 
deposit of carbonate of lime pendent from 
a cave-roof. xvil. -— modL. stalactités 
(Olaus Wormius), f. Gr. stalaktós dropping, 
dripping, f. stalak-, base of staldssein drip, 
let drip; see -1rE. So sta: lagmite similar 
deposit rising from the floor of a cave. XVIII. 
—modL. stalagmités (Olaus Wormius). 
f. Gr. stdlagma, stalagmós. 


stale? steil Twooden upright; long handle, 
as of a broom. OE. stalu (corr. to Flem., 
Fris. staal handle), rel. to stela support, 
stalk (mod. dial. steal, stell); cf. Gr. steled, 
-ón handle, f. *stel-. 


stale? steil (of liquor) that has stood long 
enough to clear, (hence) old and strong xii; 
that has lost its freshness xvi. prob. =- AN., 
OF. *estale (mod. étale, naut. of stationary 
water), f. estaler come to a stand, STALL?. 





stale? steil urinate, esp. of horses. xv. 
perh. — OF. estaler take up a position (see 
next), in spec. sense. 


stalemate  steilmeit (in chess) position 
(not properly a mate) in which the player 
has no allowable move open to him, but is 
not in check. xvin. f. synon. Tstale (xv— 
XVII), prob. — AN. estale, position, f. estaler 
be placed, f. Germ. *stall-; see STALL}, 
MATE?, 


stalk! stdk slender stem of plant or flower. 
XIV. prob. dim. (with k suffix), of ME. stale, 
OE. stalu side of a ladder, stave (see STALEŻ), 
rel. to OE. stela stalk, support; cf. WFlem. 
stalke(n), Norw. dial. stalk, and parallel 
NFris. stelk, Icel. stilkur, OSw., ODa. 
stiælke (Sw. stjelk, Da. stilk). 


stalk? stok twalk stealthily OE.; pursue 
game by method of stealthy approach xtv 
(trans. xix); walk with stiff measured steps 
xvi (‘I stalke, I go softely and make great 
strides. . . . He stalketh lyke a crane’, 
Palsgr.). Late OE. *stealcéian (repr. in 
bistealcian and vbl. sb. stealcung) :—- *stalko- 
jan, frequent. f. *stal-, *stel- STEAL. 
Hence sta:dking-horse horse, or screen 
simulating one, used in stalking game XVI. 
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stall! st5l place, position; division in 
stable or shed OE. ; each of a row of seats 
in a choir; board in front of a shop for the 
sale of goods, booth, stand xiv; sheath for 
the finger, etc. xv (finger-stall). OE. steall 
— OFris., (M)Du., OHQG. stal (G. stall), 
ON. stalir pedestal, stall for a horse :- 
CGerm. (exc. Goth.) *stallaz, prob. :- 
*staülaz, f. *sta- STAND, with *-dhl- suffix 
(and corr. to L. stabulum STABLE!) or with 
*_tl- suffix (and a var. of *staþlaz STADDLE). 
In some ME. senses partly - OF. estal 
(mod. étal) place, stall in church, etc. = It. 
stallo, of Germ. origin. 


stall? st5l A. Thave one's abode; B.finstall; 
C. put (an animal) in a stall xiv; Tassign, 
fix; D. come or bring to a stand xv. Of 
mixed origin; partly (1) - OF. estaler stop, 
sit in choir, f. estal (see STALL), (i) f. 
STALL], and (iii) aphetic of INSTALL. Cf. 
FORESTALL. 


stallion stæ'ljən entire horse. xiv (Wycl. 
Bible). Late ME. staloun- AN. var. (cf. 
AL. stalénus) of OF. estalon (mod. étalon) = 
It. stallone - Rom. deriv. (cf. -oowN) of 
Germ. *stall- STALL! (stallions for breeding 
being kept in the stable); the origin of the 
form -ion (stalyone xv) is unkn.; but cf. 
It. stallio. 


stalwart st5-lwait, ste-l- strongly made; 
valiant, resolute. x1v (Barbour). Sc. var. of 
stalward, stalworth, brought into Eng. use 
by Scott; OE. st#lwierbe (ME. stalwor pe, 
-worde, -warde), f. st#l place (perh. contr. 
of *stapl-, stabol STADDLE; cf. occas. ME. 
stadelwurde)+weorh, worb WORTH? adj. 
«| For the final £ cf. stewart, Se. var. of 
steward. 
stamen steimen  Twarp, thread; (bot.) 
male or fertilizing organ of a plant. xvIt. 
~L. stàmen warp, thread of warp (pl. 
stamina; see next) applied by Pliny to the 
stamens of the lily, corr. to Gr. stémón 
warp, stéma some part of a plant (Hesy- 
chius), Goth. stóma, Skr. sthàman station, 
place :- IE. *st(h)dmon-, *st(h)admen-, f. 
*st(h)d- STAND. 
stamina  ste:mino  Tnative elements or 
rudiments of a thing xv11; congenital vital 
capacities; vigour of bodily constitution 
XVIII; intellectual or moral robustness xix. 
—L. stámina, pl. of stámen; see prec. 
@ The senses arise partly from the orig. L. 
sense ‘warp of cloth’, partly from the 
application of L. stámina to the threads 
spun by the Fates. 


stammel ste:ml (hist) coarse woollen 
cloth. xvi (Palsgr.). prob. alt. (with variation 
of suffix) of fstamin (garment of) coarse 
cloth (xii?) — OF. estamine (mod. étamine) — 
fem. of L. adj. st@mineus, f. stámen (see prec.). 


stammer  stz:moi speak with halting 
articulation OE. ; (dial) stagger xiv. Late 
OE. stamerian = OS. stamaron, (M)LG., 
(M)Du. stameren :—- WGerm. *stamrdjan, f. 
*stamra- (repr. by OE. stamor stammering), 
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ee 


f. *stam-, repr. by OE. stam(m), OHG. 


stammér, ON. stamr, Goth. stamms stammer- 
ing, OHG. stam(m)én, ON. stama stammer, 
and synon. vbs. with other formatives, 
(M)LG., (M)Du. stamelen, OHG. stamalón 
(G. stammeln), f£. WGerm. *stamla- (OHG. 
stamal) stammering, OE. stammettan. Cf. 
STEM?, STUMBLE; -ER*. 
stamp stemp A. Tbray, pound xii; B. 
bring down the foot heavily xtv; C. strike 
an impression on something xvi. prob. OE. 
*stampian — (M)LG., (M)Du. stampen, 
OHG. stampfón pound (G. stampfen stamp 
with the foot, pound, crush), ON. stappa :- 
Germ. *stampdjan, f. *stampaz, -ón pestle, 
mortar (OE. pilistampe pestle, MLG. 
stamp, stampe, (O)HG. stampf), prob. f. 
nazalized var. of *stap- tread, STEP; re- 
inforced or infl. in sense in ME. by (O)F. 
estamper stamp (= Pr., Sp. estampar, It. 
stampare), Rom. f. Germ. *stamp-. Parallel 
formations are OE. stempan pound, bray 
(dstempan stamp with a die, stempingisern 
stamping-iron) = MLG. stempen, MHG. 
stempfen. The base has been connected by 
some with Gr. stémbein shake about, handle 
roughly. Hence or = F. estampe stamp sb. 
stamping instrument xv; stamped or im- 
pressed mark; kind, character; act of 
stamping as with the foot xvi. 


stampede stæmpītd (orig. U.S.) sudden 
rush and fight, orig. of panic-stricken 
cattle. xIx. — spec. Mex. use of Sp. 
estampida crash, uproar = OF. estampie, 
Pr. estampida, It. stampita, sb. use of fem. 
pp. of Rom. *stampire - Germ. *stampjan 
STAMP. 


stance stens station, position. xvi. = F. 
stance Tstay, stanza - It. stanza station, 
stopping-place (see STANZA). 


stanch, staunch stanJ, stinf stop the flow 
of; arrest the progress of, allay; Tquench, 
extinguish. xiv. — OF. estanchter (mod. 
étancher) — Pr. Sp. estancar in similar 
senses, It. stancare weary - CRom. *stan- 
cáre, f. *stancus (whence OF. estqnc) dried 
up, weary, Pr. estanc exhausted, weak, Sp. 
estanco, Pg. estanque watertight, It. stanco 
exhausted, enfeebled (tmano stanca left 
hand, Rum. sting the left), of unkn. origin. 
For the rel. adj. see STAUNCH. 


stanchion sta-njon upright bar or stay. xv. 
— AN, stanchon — OF. estanchon, estanson, 
f. estance prop, support :- Rom. *stantia 
(cf. STANCE, STANZA). 


stand stend pt.,pp.stood stud A. assume 
or maintain an erect position on the feet ; 
be upright on a base; be set or placed OE. ; 
B. confront, face XIV; cause to stand, set 
upright xix. OE. standan, pt. stód, stódon, 
pp. (ge)standen = OFris. standa, stonda, 
(pl. stodun, stenden, OS. standan, stéd, 
stódun, -standan (Du. pt. stond), OHG. 
stantan, stuont, stuondum, gistantan (G. pt. 
stand, tstund, pp. gestanden), ON. standa, 
stóþ, stóþom, staþenn, Goth. standan, stóp, 
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std pum (no pp.) := CGerm. str. vb. *standan, 
pt. *stóp, pl. *stoüun (prob. without pp., 
which has been supplied differently in the 
several langs.), formed, with suffix *-nd- 
(:- IE. *-nt-) in the pres. stem and *-p-, 
*- J- (17 IE. *-1-) in the perfect stem, on the 
base *sta- *std- :- IE. *stha- *sthá- stand, 
cause to stand, |repr. in all branches exc. 
Arm. and Alb., e.g. L. stàre, Gr. histánai, 
OSI. stati, Skr. stha, tisthati. (In the Germ, 
langs. exc. Eng., ON., and Gothic, the pres. 
stem has a shorter form (by infl. of gdn, gén 
Go), e.g. OF ris., OS. stdn, OHG. stan, stén 
(Du. staan, G. stehen), and in some the pp. 
has similar forms.) The Eng. pp. standen, 
stand(e) survived till xvi, when it was super- 
seded by the pt. form stood; the wk. 
formation standed (xvI) is rare, but see 
UNDERSTAND. Hence stand sb. tdelay OE. 
(late Nhb.); place of standing, position x1II 
(Cursor M.); act of standing, stop, halt xv1; 
appliance to stand on xvII. comp. sta:nd- 
point (physical or mental) point of view. 
XIX. f. STAND vb. + POINT sb., after G. 
standpunkt (xviir), which was modelled on 
gesichtspunkt (xvi), tr. L. punctum visüs (cf. 
F. point de vue point of view). standstill 
cessation of movement. XVIII. f. phr. stand 
still (STILL!); cf. G. stillstand. Q The IE. 
base is repr. by the foll. and their con- 
nexions: stable, state, station, static, statue, 
stature, status ; statute ; stater ; stance, stanza; 
circumstance, substance; transubstantiation ; 
constant, distant, extant, instant; destine, 
predestinate, destiny;  interstice, solstice; 
assist, consist, desist, exist, insist, persist, 
resist, subsist; superstition; constitute, desti- 
tute, institute, prostitute, substitute, restitu- 
tion; STOOL. 


standard ste-xndoid A. military or naval 
ensign XII; B. (gen.) erect or upright ob- 
ject; stump of tree left standing XIII (in 
place-names); C. exemplar of measure or 
weight ; level or degree of quality or achieve- 
ment xv. Aphetic (in AL. standard(i)um 
x11) of AN. estaundart, OF. estendart (mod. 
étendard), f. estendre EXTEND; see -ARD. 
The group of meanings under B is of mixed 
origin, but in the majority assoc. with 
STAND is clear. Hence sta:ndardizr. xix. 


standish stz-ndif (arch.) stand for writing 

materials. xv. Of unkn. origin; presum- 
ably based on sTaND, but the ending is 
obscure (vars. in -age, -ege, -idge occur 
XVII—XVIII). 


stang stzn pole, beam. xrrr (Cursor M.). 
— ON. stong (corr. to OE. steng) = OS., 
OHG. stanga (Du. stang, G. stange) :- 
CGerm. (exc. Goth.) *stagz0, f. base cogn. 
with *stegz- pierce (see STING). @ Sur- 
viving esp. in (local) ride the s., be carried 
astride a pole for the derision of spectators. 


stanhope stz-nop applied to (i) a light open 
two-seated vehicle first made for the Hon. 
and Rev. Fitzroy Stanhope (1787-1864), 
and (ii) a lens and a printing press invente 


STAR 


by Charles, third Earl Stanhope (1753- 
1816). xix. 


staniel ste'niol kestrel. OE. stan(e)gella 
‘stone-yeller’, f. stàn STONE + *gella, f. 
gellan YELL (in OE, of the cry of the hawk). 


stank stenk (local) pond, pool xir; dam, 
weir XVII. = OF. estanc (mod. étang) = Pr. 
estanc(s), Sp. estanque t= Rom. *stancu-, 
prob. f. *stancãre dam up, STANCH. 


stannary stæ'nəri the Stannaries, the dis- 
tricts comprising the tin mines and smelting 
works of Cornwall and Devon. xv. - 
medL. stannària n.pl., f. late L. stannum tin, 
properly stagnum alloy of silver and tin 
(Pliny), whence F. étain, Sp. estafio, It. 
stagno, perh. of Celtic origin (cf. W. ystaen, 
Bret. sten); see -ARY. 


stannic  ste:nik containing tin. 
f. late L. stannum ; see prec., -IC. 


stanza sta'nzo (self-contained) group of 
lines of verse. Late xVvI (stanze, stanzo, 
stanza) -— t. stanza standing, stopping- 
place, dwelling, room, strophe (whence F. 
stance, G. stanze) — Pr. estansa position, 
Sp. estancia dwelling, room :- Rom. *stan- 
tia, f. L. stant-, stàns, prp. of stáre STAND. 
Hence stanzaic -eiik. xix. 


staphyloma  stefilou:mo (path.) protru- 
sion of the cornea. xVvI (-ome) — modL. 
—- Gr. staphuloma, f. staphulé bunch of 
grapes; see -OMA. 


staple! steipl Tpost, pillar (surviving in 
place-names) OE.; short U-shaped metal 
rod or bar xii (so in AL. staplus xir). OE. 
stapol, corr. to OFris. stapul, -el rung, 
anvil, crown of a tooth, execution block, 
MLG., (M)Du. stapel pillar, steeple, anvil, 
emporium, OHG. staffal foundation, ON. 
stopull pillar, steeple :— CGerm. (exc. Goth.) 
*stabulaz ; see -LE}, 


XVIII. 


staple? stei-pl place in which merchants 

have trading privileges ; principal market or 
commercial centre Xv; principal article of 
commerce or industry XVII; chief object of 
employment, etc. xix. — OF. estaple em- 
porium, mart (mod. étape halting-place) 
-(M)LG., (M)Du. stapel (see prec.). 
Hence sta-ple adj. having the chief place in 
production or use; orig. qualifying com- 
modity. XVII. 


staple? sterpl fibre of wool, etc. as deter- 
mining the quality. xv. perh. f. Tstaple vb. 
inspect and sort at a staple (see prec.). 


star stáüi luminous celestial body OE, 
image or figure of one of them xiv. OE. 
steorra — Oris. stéra, OS. sterro (Du. ster, 
star), OHQG. sterro :- CWGerm. *sterron, 
to which a parallel formation is *sterndn, 
repr. by OHG. sterno (G. stern), ON. 
stjarna (whence ME. sterrne ‘Ormulum’), 
Goth. stairnd; f. IE. *ster- *stér-, repr. by 
L. stélla (:- *sterlad), Gr. aster (aster-), 
dstron (cf. ASTRAL), with Indo-Iran., Arm., 
Toch., and Celtic cogns. Star Chamber (xv), 
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orig. Tsterred (starred) chamber (xiv), tr. 
AL. camera stellata, AN. chambre esteillee or 
des esteilles (xtv); prob. so called from its 
decoration. Hence sta:rry!. xiv (Ch.). 
Late ME. sterry. sta:rega‘zer. xvi 
(Geneva Bible); see GAZE. 


starboard stá:1bo1d, -boxd right-hand side 
of a ship )( larboard. OE. stéorbord (f. stéor 
guidance, steering paddle, rudder (see 
STEER*)+ bord BOARD), to which there are 
corr. continental Germ. forms, whence are 
F. testribord (mod. tribord), Sp. estribor, It. 
stribordo. @ ‘The etymol. sense refers to the 
early mode of steering by means of a paddle 
worked over the right side of the vessel. 





starbolins, -bowlines stá'1bolinz pl. men 
of the starboard watch. xvir. perh. f. prec. 
+-LING!; so larbolins. 


starch stait{ stiffen, compose (the 

features); stiffen (linen, etc.) with starch xv. 
repr. OE. *sterćan make rigid (the pp. is 
found in sterćedferhþ of fixed or resolute 
mind) = OFris. sterka, -ia, OS. sterkian, 
OHG. sterken (Du. sterken, G. stärken) 
strengthen += WGerm. *starkjan, f. *starkaz 
STARK. Hence starch sb. substance ob- 
tained from flour, used to stiffen fabrics. 
xv; cf. MDu. stercke, MHG. sterke (G. 
stärke), G. stärkmehl. 


stare stear gaze fixedly OE. ; (of hair) stand 
onend xvi. OE. starian = MLG. staren, 
OHG. starén, ON. stara, f. Germ. *star- 
*ster- be rigid, repr. also by MDu. star 
rigidity of the eyes (Du. staar cataract, 
glaucoma), Du. staren, G. starren be rigid, 
OE. stzr(e)blind quite blind (with cogns. in 
G., etc.), STARK, STARVE, STERN!, STEREO-. 


stark staàik thard, unyielding; tviolent, 
severe OE.; (arch.) strong, stout XIII; 
(dial) rigid, stiff; sheer, absolute xiv; 
naked xvii. OE. stearc = OFris. stark, 
OS., (O)HG. stark, (M)Du. sterk, ON. 
sterkr, Goth. *starks (in proper name 
Starcedius) :- CGerm. *starkaz, the weak 
grade of the base being repr. by OHG. 
gistorchanén grow rigid, Goth. gastaurknan 
dry up, ON. storkna curdle, ON. styrkr 
strong, strength; cf. also STARCH, STORK. 
In s. blind (xv) and s. dead (x1v) used adv. 
for ‘quite’, from the sense ‘rigid’ ; similarly 
s. naked (xvi), for earlier (dial.) start naked 
(xiu) steort naket, f. START!, as if orig. 
‘naked even to the tail’; synon. forms with 
other qualifying els. are OE. stær(e)blind 
(see STARE), OFris. stokknaked, Du. 
sprernakt, G. splitternackt (‘stick’-, ‘stalk-’, 
‘splinter-naked’). 


starling sta-1lin bird of the genus Sturnus. 
Late OE. stærlinc, f. star 'sturnus' (dial. 
stare), corr. to MLG. star, OHG. star m., 
stara fem. (G. star, stahr), ON. stari :— 
Germ. *staraz, *starén, rel. to L. sturnus; 
see -LING!, 


starosta stā'rosta head man in a Russian 
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village community. xvr. Russ., 


‘elder’. 


start! stait Ttail OE.; (dial) handle xiv; 


Tpoint, spur of antler xv1; etc. OE. steort — 
OFris., (M)LG. stert, MDu. staert (Du. 
staart), (O)HG. sterz, ON. stertr:- CGerm. 
(exc. Goth.) *stertaz, rel. to Gr. stórthé 
point of a spear, stérthugx point, boar’s tusk, 
tine of antler, promontory. 
start? stait A. Tleap, jump (OE.); move 
with a sudden or violent impulse; issue 
swiftly x111; make a sudden involuntary 
movement; break away XVI; set out for a 
race XVII; set out on a journey ; B. cause to 
move in such ways xiv. ME. sterte, starte, 
stürte, repr. OE. *stiertan or *steortian, 
*steartian, *styrtan (perh. seen in late Nhb. 
prp. sturtende), f. Germ. *stert- *start- 
*sturt-, repr. on the Continent by (M)LG. 
stórten, (M)Du. storten, OHG. sturzen (G. 
stürzen) overthrow, pour out, rush, fall 
headlong, gush out, and MHG. sterzen, 
starzen set up or stand stiffly, move briskly. 


startle sta-itl tkick, struggle OE. (only); 

(dial.) rush xim; Tstart with surprise, etc. ; 
cause to start (Sh.) xvi. OE. steartlian, 
f. *start- ; see prec. and -LE?. 


starve stáiv tdie OE.; die of hunger; cause 
to die of hunger, cold, etc. xvi. OE. steorfan, 
pt. stearf, sturfon, pp. storfen — OFris. sterva, 
OS. sterban (Du. sterven), OHG. sterban (G. 
sterben) :- CW Germ. str. vb., perh. orig. 
‘be rigid’ and thus rel. to ON. stjarfi epi- 
lepsy, stjarfr, stirfinn obstinate, starf effort, 
starfa toil; outside Germ., cf. Olr. ussarb 
(1*7 *udsterbhá) death ; extension with -*bA- 
of the base *ster- be rigid (cf. sTARE). The 
orig. str. forms of the pt. became obs. xv, 
of the pp. xvi. Hence starva‘TION. First 
used with ref. to the speech made 6 March 
1775 on the Bill for Restraining Trade and 
Commerce with New England Colonies by 
Henry Dundas (1742-1811), who said that 
‘as to the famine which was so pathetically 
lamented he was afraid it would not be 
produced by this Act’, and consequently 
received the nickname ‘Starvation’. 


stasis stei‘sis (path.) stoppage of the fluids 
of the body. xvii. - modL. — Gr. stásis, 
f. *sta- STAND. 


-Stat stet repr. modL. -stata, Gr. -stdtés, 
-statós, f. *sta- STAND; first in HELIOSTAT, 
intended to mean an instrument for causing 
the sun to appear stationary. 


state steit A. condition xim (Ancr R.); B. 
}Tstatus, (high) rank x11; ‘solemn pomp’ (J.); 
C. estate of the realm xiv; D. common- 
wealth; body politic, territory belonging 
thereto xvi; E. (partly from the vb.) state- 
ment XVII (spec. mil., report of forces XIX). 
Partly aphetic of ESTATE, partly direct=L. sta- 
tus manner of standing, condition, f. base of 
stare STAND. Hence vb. Tplace xvr; set out 
in due form, declare in words xvi. sta:ter y! 
befitting or indicating high estate, xiv (Ch.) ; 
cf. G. staatlich, the sense of ‘stately’ being 
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expressed by stattlich (so Du. statelijk). 
Sta-teMENT XVIII ; repl. state sb. E. stater 
stei-tozx ancient weight and coin. xiv (Wycl. 
Bible). - late L. statér — Gr. statér, f. *sta-, 
base of histdnai STAND used in the sense 
‘weigh’. sta-tesMAN (see -s) man concerned 
with affairs of state. XVI; after F. homme 
d'état ; cf. G., Du. staatsman. static stæ'tik 
Tpert. to weighing or weight xvi1; pert. to 
forces in equilibrium or bodies at rest XVII; 
pert. to a fixed condition xix. — modL. 
staticus — Gr. statikós pert. to weighing, f. 
*sta-; cf. F. statique. Sta'tICAL. XVI. 
tsta-tic sb. xvi, later altered to sta-tics 
xvi. -modL. siatica- Gr. statiké (sc. 
tékhné) science of weighing, fem. of statikós. 
staTION stei‘fan in spec. or occas. use (e.g. 
to render the L. word), place assigned or 
prescribed for some (religious) observance 
XIV; fact of a play xvi; act of standing (now 
techn.) ; standing-place, position ; stopping- 
place (of a conveyance) xvi.  -(OJ)F. 
station, corr. to Sp. estación, lt. stazione ~ 
L. statió(n-) f. *sta-. Hence or -F. 
stationner sta-tion vb. xvii. sta:tionARY 
having a fixed station. xv (Lydg.). -L. 
statiónárius, f. statio(n-) ; cf. (O)F. station- 
naire. Sta:tionEnR? T(hist.) bookseller, Tpub- 
lisher XVI; tradesman who sells writing 
materials (at one time part of the stock-in- 
trade of a bookseller) xvir. —medL. sta- 
tiónárius tradesman having a regular ‘sta- 
tion’ or shop (i.e., not itinerant); cf. Sp. 
Testacionario bookseller, It. tstazioniere 
shopkeeper; whence sta:‘tionERy articles 
sold by a stationer, writing materials. XVHI. 
statisT stertist Tpolitician, statesman XVI ; 
statistician xIx. perh.- EF. statiste or lt. 
statista f. stato—- L. status. | statistic 
stotr'stik. xvir. stati-stiCAL Tpolitical Xvir ; 
pert. to stati-stics, first applied to the 
political science concerned with the facts of 
a state or community XVIII; all derived (as 
F. statistique, etc.) immed. = G. statistisch 
adj., statistik sb., as used by G. Achenwall 
(1719-72); whence statisticiAN stetistr: fon. 
XIX. Stato- sta-tou repr. Gr. statós standing. 
cf. *sta-, used in scientific terms virtually 
as comb. form of STATIC and STATICS XIX. 
statue stæ'tju representation in the round 
of a living being. xiv. —(O)F. statue -= L. 
statua (whence also Sp. estátua, It. statua), 
f. pp. stat- of stare. (The L. form was in use 
c.1400-XVII.) sta:tuaARY maker of statues; 
art of making them. xvi. = sb. uses of L. 
statuarius, -üria (sc. ars). statur-sQUE XIX; 
after picturesque. SstatuE TTE XIX. -F. 
StatunE sta-t[or height of a living body. 
xii (Curso M.)  -(OJF. stature —- L. 
statūra (whence also Sp. estatura, It. 
statura). status stertos fheight, acme 
XVII; legal standing xvii. =L. status. 
status quo steitos kwou existing state of 
things. xix. Based on L. phr. n statu quo 
ante, prius, or nunc . . . in the STATE in 
which (things were) before, (or are) now. 
statute ste-tjüt enactment of a sovereign 
or legislative authority. -(O)F. statut 


(— Pr. statuts, Sp. estatuto, lt. statuto) — 
late L. statütum decree, decision, law, sb. 
use of n. pp. of statuere set up, establish, 
decree, f. status. sta-tutABLE prescribed or 
allowed by statute, of statutory quality, etc. 
xvi.  Sta:tutonvy? tenacting; pert. to 
statutes. XVIII. {statutary is earlier (XvII) 
but rare; cf. med.L. statütàrius, lex statu- 
taria. 


staunch, stanch stdnJ, stan! watertight; 
strong, firm xv; (of a sporting dog) reliable 
XVI; standing firm xviI. — OF. estanche, fem. 
of estanc, used as m. xiv (mod. étanche); 
see STANCH. 


stauro- sto'rou comb. form of Gr. staurós 
cross, geol. in terms denoting cruciform 
formations. XIX. 


stave steiv stick or lath of wood xiv (T'rev.) ; 
verse, stanza XVII; set of lines to carry 
musical notation xvi1I. Back-formation from 
staves, pl. of sTAFF. Hence stave vb. break 
up (a cask) into staves xv1; break a hole in 
(a boat, etc.), make a holezu; drive off with 
a staff or stave; keep or ward off XVii. 


stavesacre stervzeikor plant Delphinium 

Staphisagria. xiv (stafisage, staphisagre). 
—L. staphisagria - Gr. staphis agria ‘wild 
wa staphís raisin, agría, fem. of dgrios 
wild. 


stay! stei (naut) large mast-rope. OE. 
stæġ, corr. to MLG. stach, Du. stag (whence 
G. stag), ON. stag :— Germ. *staga-, f. 
*staz- *stax- be firm (cf. STEEL). 


stay? stei support, prop, lit. and fig. XVI; 
pl. stiffened underbodice xvrr. Partly- 
OF. estaye (mod. étai), partly f. stay vb. 
support, sustain (xv1) — OF. estayer (mod. 
étayer), of Germ. origin (cf. prec.). 

Stay* stei cease moving, remain; cause to 
cease, stop, check xv. prob. — pres. stem 


(AN.) estai-, estei- of OF. ester :—- L. stare 
STAND. 


stead sted place, in various applications hit. 
and fig. (surviving in in one’s s., and IN- 
STEAD) OE.; site for a building (surviving 
in farmstead, homestead, and place-names) 
XII; Tframework of a bed (surviving in 
bedstead) xv ; advantage, profit (surviving in 
phr. stand in good s.) xin. OE. stede, corr. 
to OFris. stede, stidi, OS. stad, stedi (MLG. 
stad, stede place, town), MDu. stat, stede 
(Du. stad town, stede, stee place), OHG. 
stat (MHG. stat, stete, G. statt place, adv. 
prep. instead (of), státte place, site, stadt 
town), ON. staðr, Goth. staps place :- 
CGerm. *stadíz - IE. *st(A)otís, f. *st(A)a- 
*st(h)à- STAND; cf. Skr. sthitz standing, 
position, Gr. stásis (see STATIC), L. statio 
STATION, statim adv. immediately. The sense 
‘advantage’ may be due to assoc. with MLG. 
stade opportunity, help = OHG. stata con- 
dition, opportunity, proper time or place, 


ON. staóa position, condition :- Germ. 
*staüón. Hence steadfast ste:dfost fixed 


in position, etc. OE. sfedefast (FAST!) = 
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MLG. stedevast, ON. staüfastr. So steady? 
ste:di ffixed, immovable; firm in position 
or movement; regular in operation or force 
XVI; not easily perturbed or disturbed xvil. 
f. STEAD, after MLG., MDu. stédig, stadig 
stable, constant == OHG. stātīg (G. stetig) 
:- Germ. *staüigaz, f. *stað- (see prec.). 
Hence steady vb. Xvi. 

steak steik thick slice or strip of meat. xv. 
— ON, steik, rel. to steikja roast on a spit, 
stikna be roasted. 

steal stil, pt. stole stoul, pp. stolen stou:- 
lon take dishonestly OE. (in various uses 
with immaterial object from XIII) ; come or 
go secretly xir (prob. after ON. stelask refl.). 
OE. stelan, pt. stæl, stælon, pp. stolen == 
OFris. stela, OS., OHG. stelan (Du. stelen, 
G. stehlen), ON. stela, Goth. stilan, f. Germ. 
*stel- *stal- *stul-, of unkn. origin. The 
pt. stal (in A.V. twice stale) began to be 
superseded by stole in xiv, after the pp. 
Hence stealtH! stelp theft; furtive or 
underhand action (surviving in by s.) xir. 
OE. *stz#lp, repr. in ME. by stalp and -stelp. 
Whence stea-Ithy*. xvi (Sh.). 

steam stim vapour, fume OE.; vapour into 
which water is converted by heat xv. OE. 
stéam = WFris. steam, Du. stoom += Germ. 
*staumaz. So steam vb. OE. stéman, 
styman. 


stearin sti rin (chem.) glyceride formed 
by combination of stearic acid and glycerine. 
XIX. — F. stéarine, f. Gr. stéar tallow, suet; 
see -IN. So stearic stie-rik derived from 
or containing stearin. xIx. steatite sti-atait 
massive variety of talc, soapstone. XVIII. 
~ L. steatitis, -ites (Pliny) - Gr. *steatitis, 
-ités (sc. lithos stone) resembling tallow, f. 
steat-, stéar; see -ITE. 

steato- sti-atou used as comb. form of Gr. 
stéar as in steatopyga -pargo protuber- 
ance of the buttocks (Gr. piigé rump) as in 
the females of certain races. XIX. steato-MA 
encysted fatty tumour. xvi. — L. (Pliny). 


steed stid in OE. stallion ; in ME. and early 
mod. Eng. high-mettled borse, from xvi 
poet. and rhet. for ‘horse’. OE. stéda (also 
gestédhors), f£. base of Germ. *stdd6 sTuD?. 


steel stil artificial varietv of iron. OE. 
(Anglian) *stéle, earlier stéli, st#li, (WS). 
*stiele, style — OFris. *stél (in adj. stélen), 
OS. stehli - WGerm. *staxyljam, prop. adj. 
f. Germ. *staxla-, repr. by MLG. sta, 
MDou. stael (Du. staal), OWG. stahal (G. 
stahl), prob. f. *stax- *staz- sraAY!. Hence 
stee-lv!. xvi; repl Tsteelen. (OE. stilen, 
stélen); of WGerm. range. comp. steel- 
YARD? striljaid balance consisting of a 
lever with unequal arms, moving on a 
fulcrum. XVII. 


Steelyard sti-ljaid site of the establishment 
of the Merchants of the Hanse on the north 
bank of the 'l'hames. xiv. f. STEEL -- YARD! ; 
mistr. of MLG. stalhof, f. stal sample, 
pattern (erron. identified with prec.) -+- Aof 
courtyard (== G. hof). 





STELE 





steenbok sternbok S. African antelope. 
XVIII. — Du. steenbok, f. steen STONE + bok 
BUCK! Cf. STEINBOCK. 


steenkerk, steinkirk stink3oik neckcloth 
with long lace ends. xvir. = F. (cravate à 
la) Steinkerke, named from the French 
victory at Steenkerke, Belgium, 3 Aug. 1692. 
Cf. magenta, solferino, 

steep! stip thigh, towering; tf(of eyes) 
prominent, glaring OE.; precipitous XII. 
OE. stéap — OF ris. stàp :- W Germ. *staupa, 
f. *staup- *stüp- (see srooP!) "The pre- 
sent sp. points rather to an OE. *stéop; 
perh. infl. by sTEEPLE; cf., however, cheek, 
leek. 


steep? stip soak in liquid xiv (Maund.) ; in 
various transf. and fig. uses from late xvi. 
repr. formally OE. *stépan, *stiepan — Sw. 
stópa, Da. stebe, Norw. steypa steep (seeds, 
barley for malting):- Germ. *staupjan, f. 
*staup- (see STOUP). 


steeple sti-pl tall tower OE.; spire xv. OE. 
stépel, WS. *stiepel, stypel :— *staupilaz, f. 
*staup- STEEP; see -LE!. Hence steeple- 
CHASE (XVIII) orig. race having a church 
steeple in view as goal (cf. phr. thunt the s., 
ts.-hunting (Xvi). 


steer! stio1 young (esp. castrated) ox. OE. 

stéor = MLG. stér, OHG. stior (Du., G. 
stier), ON. stjérr, Goth. stiur :- CGerm. 
*steuraz, the relation of which with Gr. 
taüros, L. taurus bull, is doubtful. 


steer? stior guide the course of. OE. 
stieran — OF ris. stitira, MULG.  stüuren, 
(M)Du. sttiren, stieren, OHG. stiuren (G. 
steuern), ON. styra, Goth. stiurjan settle :— 
CGerm. *steurjan, f. *steuró, whence OE. 
stéor steering, etc. (cf. STARBOARD, STERN?). 
So SteersMAN stioa-Izzmon. OE. stéoresman, 
f. g. of stéor (see -s), beside steorman; cf. 
Du. stuurman, G. steuermann, ON. styri-, 
stjórnarmaür, whence OF. esturman. The 
base is presumed to be identical with that 
of Gr. staurós post, stake (cf. RESTORE). 


steeve! stiv compress and stow in a ship's 

hold. xv. — F. estiver or its source Sp. 
estivar :- L. stipáre (cf. CONSTIPATE). See 
STEVEDORE. 


steeve? stiv (naut.) incline upwards at an 
angle. xvu. Of unkn. origin. 


stegano- ste:gonou-, -o- comb. form of 
Gr. steganós covered, as in steganography 
XV1 - modL. steganographia cryptic writing. 
So stego- ste:gou comb. form of Gr. 
stégein cover, stégé covering, stégos roof, in 
scientific terms (XIX). See THATCH. 

steinbock stai:nbok wild goat of the genus 


Ibex. xvii. — G. steinbock, f. stein STONE+ 
bock BUCK!. Cf. STEENBOK. 


steinkerk see STEENKIRK. 


stele stil, sti-li sculptured upright slab. xix. 
~ Gr. stélé. Earlier stela stilə. xvin = L. 
- Gr. 
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stellar ste-lar pert. to the stars, star- 
shaped. xvi.—late L. stelldris, f. L. stella STAR; 
see -AR. So ste‘HATE? fstudded with stars 
XVI; star-shaped xvul. = L. stellátus. ste-ll- 
IFY place (a person) ‘among the stars’, deify. 
XIV (Ch.) - OF. - medL. 


stellenbosch ste-lenboj relegate (one) to 
an unimportant position where little harm 
can be done, 1900 (Kipling). f. Stellenbosch 
town and division of Cape Colony, to which 
officers were sent who had failed in the 
Kaffir wars. 


stellio ste‘liou, ste:Ilion lizard with starlike 
spots. xiv (Wycl. Bible). -—L. stellid(n-), 
acc. to Pliny f. stella STAR. 

stem! stem main body of the portion of a 
tree or other plant above ground OE. ; stock 
of a family xv1; upright stroke, etc. XVII; 
cylindrical or tubular support; (philol.) 
theme of a word xix. OE. stemn, stefn (for 
corr. forms see STEM?) :- Germ. *stamniz, 
of which a parallel and synon. formation 
*stamnaz is repr. by (M)LG., (M)Du., 
OHG. stam (G. stamm), also by OS., ON. 
stamn, recorded only in the naut. sense; f. 
*sta- STAND + suffix -mn (cf. Gr. stdmnos 
earthen jar). Hence vb. frise erect XVI; 
remove the stalk from xvii; (orig. U.S.) 
derive from xx, 

stem? stem j}timber at either end of a 
vessel OE. ; upright at the bow of a vessel 
XVI. OE. stemn, stefn, spec. use of STEM! ; 
corr. with variation, to Oris. stevene, 
LG., Du. steven (whence G. steven), and 
OS. stamn, ON. stamn, stafn. The ON. 
form was repr. in Eng. by stam (x1v—xv) and 
the LG. in Sc. by steven (XVI-XVII); during 
these periods the native form was rare. 


stentorian 


-STER 





stenography stino:grofi writing in short- 


hand. xvii (J. Willis). f. Gr. stenós narrow 
+ -GRAPHY. 


stentó'rion abnormally loud 
like the voice of Stentor, a Greek warrior in 
the Trojan war ('lliad' v 785). xvir. f. 
Stentor 4- -IAN, after late L. stentoreus, Gr. 
stentóretos. 


step step pt., pp. stepped stept lift the 


foot and set it down; proceed on foot OE.; 
fix (a mast, etc.) in its step xvi. OE. 
stebban, stappan, pt. stóp, pp. -stapen — 
OFrTis. stapa, stebpa, OS. *steppian, pt. stop, 
(M)LG., (M)Du. steppen, OHQG. stapfon, 
stepfen (G. stapfen); CW Germ. str. vb., f. 
*stap- (whence synon. Continental forms 
with -ap-); wk. forms are found from the 
end of xir, and became universal by xvi. 
So sb. OE. stepe, stæpe != *stapiz ; rel. forms 
in WGerm. descend from *stappaz, -on. 
No certain cogns. are known. 


step- Germ. (exc. Gothic) el. prefixed to 


terms of relationship to designate a degree 
of affinity resulting from the remarriage of 
a widowed parent. OE. stéop- (as in 
stéopcild step-child, stéopfader stepfather, 
stéopmóder stepmother, stéopsunu stepson), 
corr. to OFris. stiüp-, OS. stiof-, (M)Du. 
stief-, MLG. stëf-, OHG. stiof- (G. stief), 
ON. stjup-; the prim. sense is indicated by 
its relation to OE. dstieped bereaved, OHG. 
stiufen bereave, and the meaning ‘orphan’ 
of OE. stéopbearn, -éild, Later formations 
are stepbrother, -sister (xv), stepdame (XIV). 


stephanotis stefanou'tis (bot.) genus of 


tropical asclepiadaceous plants. xix. modL. 
- Gr. stephandtis (fem.) fit for a crown or 
wreath, f. stéphanos crown. 


stem? stem  Tintr. stop, delay XII1; trans. 
stop, check, dam up xv. = ON. stemma = 
(O)HG. stemmen :- Germ.  *stamjan, f. 
*stam- check (cf. STAMMER). 


stem‘ stem head in a certain direction XIV; 


steppe step vast plain in SE. Europe and 
Siberia. xvi. — Russ. step’. 


-Ster stor suffix repr. OE. -éstra, -istre, 
-estre, corr. to MLG. -(e)ster, (M)Du. -ster 


Tram (a vessel) with the stem xv; make 
headway against xvi (Sh.). 

stemson ste‘mson (naut) timber fitting 
into the angle formed by stem and kelson. 
xvII. f. STEM?, with -son, after KELSON. 
stench stentf Todour, smell; spec. foul 
smell. OE. stené corr. to OS. stanc, OHG. 
stanch (Du., G. stank); f. *stankw- *stenkw- 
STINK. 

stencil ste-nsil tornament with bright 
colours xiv ; (from the sb.) produce with a 
stencil plate xvii. Late ME. stansel, stencel 
— OF. estanceler, estenceler, £. estencele (mod. 
étincelle) :— Rom. *stincilla, for L. SCINTILLA 
(whence Cat., Sp. centella) spark. Hence 
stencil sb. perforated plate for producing 
a pattern by passing a brush over it charged 
with pigment. xvirt. @ The chronology, 
prob. through lack of early evidence, is 
doubtful. 

Sten gun light machine gun. xx. f. 
initials of the inventors’ surnames, Shep- 
herd and Turpin + -en, as in Bren gun. 


:- WGerm. *-strjón, added to verbal pres. 
stems and to sbs.; primarily applied to 
females, but in OE. and LDu. also to males; 
Survivals from OE. are seamster (sempster), 
songster, tapster, with the surnames Baxter 
(OE. bacestre) and Webster (OE. webbestre) ; 
extraordinary OE. exx. are miltestre prosti- 
tute (L. meretrix) and zodipenwifestre herm- 
aphrodite (‘man-woman-being’), witege- 
stre prophetess; in ME. appear huckster, 
demestre (deemster, dempster), with occas. 
bellringestre, frutester (Ch.), and the per- 
manent brewster, maltster, spinster. From 
XVI -ster has been used for comps. having 
derogatory force, as in daubster, gamester, 
jokester, rhymester, trickster, whipster; dab- 
ster and punster are neutral; roadster, team- 
ster, and tipster are technical; gangster is a 
modern (U.S.) coinage (1896). A few forma- 
tions on adjs. date from xvi; as Tlewdster 
(Sh.), youngster (on which was modelled 
oldster). Feminine formations made with 
the addition of -Ess' are huckstress, semp- 
stress, songstress. 
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stercoraceous st5ikorei*fos pert. to dung. 
xvin. f. L. stercor-, stercus dung+-ACEOUS. 
So ste-rcorary. XVIL — L. stercordrius. 
Sterco:rEAN, Sterco:rEous (both rare) xvii. 
f. L. stercoreus. ste:rcorovs. xvi. 


stere stioi cubic metre. xvii. - F. stére -= 


Gr. stereós solid. 


stereo- ste: riou, stio'riou, comb. form of 
Gr. stereós solid (see prec.) in various 
scientific and technical terms, mostly repr. 
modL. forms, as in stereographic(al),-ography 
XVII; stereo-metry xvt (Dee) ; ste-reoscope XIx 
(Wheatstone, 1838); stereotype XVIII. 


sterile ste'rail, ste'ril unproductive, barren. 

xvi. — (O)F. stérile or L. sterilis, f. IE. *ster-, 
repr. also by Skr. staris, Gr. steîra barren 
cow, Gr. stériphos, Goth. stairo fem. barren ; 
see STIRK, -ILE. Hence or = (O)F. stériliser 
sterilize. xvi. So sterilirv stari-liti. xv 
(Lydg.) - (O)F. or L. 


sterlet st3-1lit small sturgeon. xvi (sterle- 
dey). — Russ. stérlyad'. 


sterling st3:lig English silver penny of 
Norman and later dynasties x11; (genuine) 
English money xvi; adj. in pound s. etc. (for 
earlier pound of s—s of English money) 
applied to lawful or standard money xv; of 
standard or excellent quality xvir. Re- 
corded earlier in OF. esterlin (xt or xir), 
medL. sterlingus, libre sterilenstum ‘pounds 
of sterlings’ (x11); plausibly referred to late 
OE. *steorling, f. steorra STAR + -LING}, 
some of the early Norman pennies bearing 
a small star. 


stern! stdin severe, rigorous OE. ; expressing 
displeasure or austerity xIv. OE. *stierne 
(implied in stiernlice adv.), late WS. styrne:- 
*sternjaz, prob. f. *ster- *star- be rigid 
(cf. STARE). 


stern? stain hinder part of a ship xii (King 
Horn); fsteering gear of a ship xiv; tail, 
buttocks xvi (Turbervile, Jonson). prob. 
— ON. stjórn steering, f. base of stýra 
STEER; but the existence of OFris. stiärne, 
stiórne stern, rudder, may indicate that 
there was a corr. form in OE. 


sternum  st»nom (anat) breast-bone. 
XVII (earlier Tsternon) | —- modL.- Gr. 
stérnon chest, breast, based on IE. *stera- 
spread out, repr. e.g. by Gr. storntinai dis- 
play, L. sternere lay low, OFIG. stirna (G. 
stirn) forehead, OIr. sernim, and Skr. and 
Balto-Sl. forms. comb. form sterno-, from 
XVII. 


sternutation st31njutei:fon (act of) sneez- 
ing. XVI. — L. sterniitatio(n-), f. sterniitare, 
frequent. of sternuere sneeze, rel. to Gr. 
ptdrnusthai, Arm. phrnéel, and W. ystreu, 
trew, Olr. sreod sneezing, f. echoic base 
*pster-. 


Stertorous st3::itoros pert. to snoring. XIX. 
f. modL. stertor snoring, f. L. stertere snore 
(cf. OIr. srennim) ; see -Ous. 


stet stet direction to the printer to restore 


deleted matter. XIX. 3rd pers. sg. pres. 
subj. of L. stàre STAND; ‘let (it) stand’, 


stethoscope  ste:peskoup instrument for 

examining the chest, etc. by auscultation. 
XIX. = F. stéthoscope (Laennec, the inven- 
tor, c.1819), f. Gr. stéthos chest + skopeîn 
look at, observe (see SCOPE). 


stetson ste-tson man’s slouch hat with wide 
brim. xx. Maker’s name (c.1865). 


stevedore sti-viddar workman employed in 

loading and unloading cargoes. XVIII. 
orig. U.S. — Sp. estivador, f. estivar stow a 
cargo = Cat. estibar, It. stivare (whence 
F. estiver) t= L. stipdre press, pack (see 
STEEVE!), 


steven ste:von (dial) voice. OE. stefn, 
stemn corr. to Oris. stifne, stemme, OS. 
stemn(1)a, stemma, OHG. stimna, stimma 
(G. stimme), Goth. stibna :- Germ. (not in 
ON.) *stemno, which has been referred to 
Gr. stóma mouth. 


stew! stji A. Tstove, heated room ; T(arch.) 
brothel xiv ; B. (from strew?) preparation of 
meat stewed XVIII; (sl.) state of anxiety XIX. 
ME. stuwe, si(e)we — OF. estuve (mod. étuve), 
corr. to Pr., Cat. estuba, rel. to estuver, 
etc., STEW?. 


stew? stjū pond or tank for fish. xiv. 
— OF. estui place of confinement, fish-pond 
(mod. étuz ; cf. TWEEZERS), f. estoter put into 
the sheath or scabbard, shut up, conceal, 
reserve — Pr. estoiar, Pg. estojar :- Rom. 
*studiare care for, f. L. studium sTUDY. 


stew? stjū bathe in a hot bath xiv; boil 
slowly in a closed vessel xv (intr. for pass. 
XVI); confine or be confined closely xvi. 
— OF. estuver (mod. étuver), corr. to Pr. 
estubar, 1t. stufare :- Rom. *extüpáre, *ex- 
tufare (cf. medL. stupa, stiifa), prob. f. Ex-1-+- 
*tifus — Gr. tiiphos smoke, steam (TYPHUS), 
with poss. infl. from Germ. *stub- (see 
STOVE). 


steward stjuo1d officer of a (royal) house- 
hold OE.; high administrative officer XIV; 
ship’s officer who keeps stores, etc.; (Sc. 
hist.) magistrate administering crown 
lands xv; OE. stigweard, stiweard (whence 
Icel. stívarür), f. stig (prob.) house, hall (cf. 
stigwita householder, forestige ‘vestibulum, 
introitum’ and sTYE) + weard warp!. The 
source of the surname Stuart (orig. Sc.); 
for -art cf. STALWART. Hence stew-ardry, 
usu. stew-artry (Sc.). xv. 


stibium sti:biom black antimony. ME. 
-L. stibium— Gr. stíbi, stímmi — Egyptian 
stm. 


stich stik line, verse. — Gr. stikhos row, line 
(of objects), line of writing, verse, rel. to 
stetkhein advance, proceed, f. IE. *stigh- (see 
STY); cf. DISTICH, HEMISTICH. So sti-chic. 
XIX. « Gr. stikhikés. comb. form stichoe as 
in sticho:METRY measurement of a manu- 
script by lines of a certain length. XVIII. 
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-late Gr. stikhometria. stichomu-thia 
-mjü'pio,(usu.)-my:thia -mi-pio dialogue in 
alternate lines of verse. xix. modL. - Gr. 
stikhomuthia, f. müthos speech, talk, MYTH. 


stick! stik rod, staff, or slender piece of 


plaint’), stifle; perh. orig. frequent. forma- 
tion on OF. estouffer (mod. étouffer) = Pr. 
estofar :~ Rom. *extuffāre, poss. blend of 
*extufüre STEW? and *stuppāre STOP; see 
-LE?, 


wood OE., object in long slender form xv. | stigma stirgmo (arch.) mark branded xv1; 


OE. sticca stick, peg, spoon — OfFris. stekk, 
MDu. stecke (Du. stek slip, cutting), OHG. 
stecko (G. stecken stick, staff) :- WGerm. 
*stikkon, synon. vars. of which with single 
*-k- are repr. by OHG. stehho, ON. stika 
stick, yardstick, kerta|stika candlestick; f. 
f. *stik- *stek- pierce, prick (see next). 
stick? stik pt., pp. stuck stak pierce, 
thrust; remain fixed OE.; cause to adhere 
xin. OE. stician = OHG. stehhan prick, 
stab, with parallel forms in (M)LG., 


mark of disgrace, (pl. stigmata) mark(s) 
corresponding to those on the body of the 
crucified Christ xvui. — L. stigma ~ Gr. 
stigma, -mat- mark made by a pointed 
instrument, brand, f. *stig-, as in stizein 
(1— *stigj-) ’ prick; see STICE?. Earlier pl. 
Tsttgmates (xiv, Trevisa) stigmata of the 
Passion; cf. F. stigmate (xv). So sti'gmatızEg 
Tbrand xvi; set a brand upon xvn. - F. 
stigmatiser or medL. — Gr. stigmatízein, f. 
stigmat-, stigma. 


(M)Du. stikken, OHG. sticchen, sticken (G. | stile! stail barrier of steps or rails allowing 


sticken embroider); Germ. *stik- pierce, be 
sharp (see STICK!, STITCH) s= JE. *stig-, 
*steig-, repr. by Gr. stizein prick (:— *stigj-), 
stigmé, stigma STIGMA, L. in|stigdre spur on, 
INSTIGATE. Hence sti:cKy?. XVIII. 


stickle sti-kl fact as umpire; fsettle (a 
dispute, etc.); strive persistently XVI; 
contend for xvii; make difficulties xix. 
alt. of tstightle, tstiztil arrange, control 
(x111 Cursor M.), bestir oneself, strive 
(xiv), frequent. (see -LE?) of +stight, OE. 


passage through a fence, OE. stigel, corr. to 
OHG. stigilla (MHG. stiegel, stigele), f 
Germ. *stizg- climb (ref. STIRRUP, STYLE). 


stile? stail vertical bar of a wooden frame- 


work. xvir. prob. = Du. stijl pillar, prop, 
doorpost. 


stiletto stile-tou short dagger. xvir. — It. 


stiletto, dim. of stilo dagger, STYLUS ; see -ET. 
q By Scott and Browning anglicized as 
stylet, by Meredith as stilet. 


stihtan, stihtian arrange, corr. to ON, | still? stil not moving; (dial) silent; free 


stétta (:- *stihtan) support, help (Sw. 
stifta, Da. stifte, Icel. stipta, are from 
LG.). Hence sti-cklER! (dial) moderator, 
umpire, Tactive partisan XV1; one who is 
insistent for XVII; synon. tstiffier, tstyteler 
are earlier (xv). 


stickleback sti:klbek small spiny-finned 
fish, esp. Gasterosteus aculeatus. xv. f. 
OE. sticels sting, goad, thorn = OHG. 
stihhil goad, ON. stikill point of a horn, 
rel. to sticol steep, rough = (O)S. stekul, 
OHG. stechal steep, etc., f. *stik- *stek- 
STICK! -++ pack?, @ The synon. fstickling 
(xiv) — or - (M)Du. stekeling corr.to MHG. 
stichelinc (G. stichling); other syns. are 
banstickle (xv), stanstickle (xvi1); cf. Du. 
stekelbaars ‘prickle-perch’, G. stachelfisch. 

stiff stif not flexible, rigid, OE.; (dial.) 
stalwart; (of wind) strong, steady XIII; 
steep so as to be difficult xviir. OE. stif, 
corr. to MLG., MDu. stif, Du. stijf (whence 
MHG. stif, G. steif), ON. stífr :- Germ. 


*stifaz :- *stipos, rel to L. stipàre (see | still? 


CONSTIPATE), stipes stake, STIPE, Lith. stipris 
strong; cf. STEEVE!, STIPULATE, STUBBLE. 


from commotion. OE. stile = OF ris. stille, 
OS., OHG. stilli (Du. stil, G. still) :- 
WGerm. *stillja, *stellja, f. *stel- be 
fixed, stand, cf. STALL. S. LIFE (pl. lifes) 
XVII after Du. stilleven, also (in xvir) stil- 
staand leven, stilliggend leven (whence G. 
stilleben, also in xviir stilliegende sachen 
‘still-lying objects’), presumably applied 
orig. to representation not of inanimate ob- 
jects but of living things in a state of rest. 
So still vb. quiet, calm ; very common xvi- 
XVII, later chiefly poet. OE. stillan — O5. 
(gi)stillian trans., stillon intr., OHG. stillen 
trans., stillēn intr., ON. stilla. still adv. 
without change of position OE.; tquietly ; 
Twithout change or cessation, always XIII; 
until then or now; in or to a further degree 
XVI; (as sentence adv.) even then, notwith- 
standing xvii. OE. stille = OS., OHG. 
stillo (Du. stil, G. stille) :— WGerm. * stillo. 
stillv! stili secret xim; (poet) quiet 
XVIII. prob. f. the adv. OE. stillice, f. stille 
-lice -LY*. 

stil apparatus for distillation. XVI. 
f. Tstill vb. (xir), aphetic of DISTIL. 


comp. stiffnecked xvi (Tindale), after Gr. stilt stilt (dial) crutch xiv; thandle of a 


ckÀnporpáyqÀos, Hebrew q*séh'oref ‘hard of 
neck'. Hence sti'ffeN?. xvi. 


stifle! starfl joint at the junction of the 
hind leg and the body in a horse, etc. xiv. 
Of unkn. origin. 


stifle? stai'fl cause to choke, suffocate, esp. 
kill by suffocation. xiv. Of obscure history ; 
in earliest use stuf(f)le, varying with Tstuffe, 
superseded (xv) by stifle (surviving dial., 
and recorded XIV as sb. ‘asthmatic com- 
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plough xiv ; each of a pair of poles or props 
with brackets raising a walker's feet above 
the ground xv; post or pile on which a build- 
ing is raised xvii. ME. stilte, corr. immed. to 
LG., Flem. stilte, Norw. stilta :- Germ. 
*steltjõn, and rel. to MLG., MDu. stelte 
(Du. stelt), OHG. stelza (G. stelze) :—- *stel- 
ton, Sw. stylta, Da. stylte :— *stultjón, and 
OFris. stult, etc. (see srouT!). Hence stilt 
vb. elevate artificially XVII; the pp. stilted in 
the sense ‘artificially or affectedly elevated’ 


STILTON 


STOCK 





is first recorded from Byron (1820), who 
also used stiltified. 


Stilton  stilton rich cheese made in 
Leicestershire, so called from having been 
orig. sold to travellers at a coaching inn in 
Stilton, Huntingdonshire. XVIIL. 


stimulant sti-mjilent that stimulates; sb. 
stimulating agent, stimulus xvir; alcoholic 
drink xix. — L. prp. o£ L. stimulare, f. stimu- 
lus goad, spur, incentive (in Eng. use from 
XVII, at first in physiological use), prob. f. 
*sti-, repr. also by stilus STYLUS and stinguere 
from the pp. stem sti-mulaTE?. xvi. 


stimy var. of STYMIE. 


sting stin pt., pp. stung stan fpierce with 
a sharp instrument; wound with a sharp- 
pointed organ. OE. stingan, pt. stang, 
stungon, pp. stungen = ON. stinga, pt. 
stakk, stungu, pp. stunginn, f. *stegzg- *stapz- 
(whence ON. stanga pierce). The vowel of 
the pp. encroached upon the pt. in xvr. So 
sting sb. act of stinging OE.; stinging 
organ XIV (Trevisa). OE. sting, styng. 


stingaree stingori-, stitngori. xix. (U.S. or 
Austral.) alt. of sting-ray (xvi), fish having 
a sting in the tail; see STING, RAY?. 


stingo sti'ngou strong ale or beer. xvii. 
f. STING (with ref. to the sharp taste) 4- -o. 


stingy strn?;i niggardly xvir; (dial) ill- 
tempered xvii, perh. based on a (dial.) var. 
stinge stin’z of STING; see -yt 


stink stink pt. stank stank, pp. stunk 
stank emit a smell; smell offensively. 
OE. stincan = (M)LG., (M)Du. stinken, 
OHG., stinchan (G. stinken) :- WGerm. 
*stinkwan. Cf. STENCH. 


stint stint A. (arch. or dial) cease xit 
(Ormulum); cause to cease XtI1 (Cursor M.) ; 
B. limit xvi. OE. styntan (once), more fully 
repr. in comps. Gstyntan, ztstyntan, for- 
styntan blunt, dull; corr. to ON. *stynta 
(OSw. stynta, Olcel. stytta) shorten, the 
source of some Eng. uses :- Germ. *stun- 
gan, f. *stunt- (seesTUNT!). Hence stint sb. 
Tcessation, limitation xi (Cursor M.); 
amount allotted or fixed xv. 


stipe staip (bot.) footstalk. xvi. —F. 
stipe- L. stipes log, post, tree trunk, in 
modL. stalk. So stipes stai:piz XVIIL 
Cf. STIFF. 


stipend staipend Tsoldier's pay ; salary xv 
(stipendy, stipende). — OF. stipende, stipendie 
— L. stipendium, for *stipipendium, f. stip-, 
$tibs money payment, wages, alms-- pendere 
weigh, pay (cf. PorsE) So stipe: ndianv 
stai-, sti- adj. and sb. xvi. — L. stipendi- 
ürius; so synon. Tstipe:ndary xvi—xvit. 

stipple sti-p] paint or engrave in dots. XVIII 
(Goldsmith). — Du. stippelen, frequent. of 
stippen prick, speckle, f. stip point, see -LE?. 
So sb. t(pl) dots used in shading, etc. 
xvii; method of using such dots xix. 


stipulate  sti-pjüleit make a contract; 


specify or require as a condition XVII; 
make a demand for xviir. f. pp. stem of L. 
stipuldri, acc. to Paulus (c.200) f. OL. 
stipulus firm, but connected by some with 
stipula (cf. STUBBLE) from the custom of 
breaking a straw in confirmation of a pro- 
mise; see -ATE®. So stipula‘TION. xvi. — L. 


stir st31 move, set in motion, agitate, 
excite; also intr. OE. styrian, corr. to OS. 
far|sturian subvert (MLG. vorsturen), MHG. 
stürn stir, poke, MSw. styr(2)a, Norw. 
styrja make a disturbance :~ Germ. *sturjan, 
f. *stur- (repr. also by ON. sturla disturb 
and prob. by sroRM), of which the var. 
*staur- is repr. by OFris. to-, ur|stéra, 
OHG. storen (G. stóren); further con- 
nexions unknown. 


stirk st3ik young bullock or heifer. OE. 
stirc, styr(i)c, Kentish stiorc (with doubtful 
vowel-quantity), perh. f. stéor STEER!-+--oc, 
-uc -OCK; cf. (with other dim. formations) 
MLG. sterke (whence G. sterke, stärke), 
MDu. sterke young cow, stierken bull calf; 
but some connect it with Germ. *ster- of 
Goth. staird fem. barren (see STERILE). 


stirp stéip stock of a family. xvi. -L. 
stirpis, -es, stirps stock, stem (lit. and fig.). 


stirrup stitrap support for the foot of a 

rider, orig. a looped rope. OE. stigrép = 
OS. stigeréb, MDu. steegereep (WFlem. 
steegreep ; the Du. word is stijgbeugel), OHG. 
stegareif (G. stegreif; the usual word is 
steigbügel), ON. stigreip; f. Germ. *stiz- 
climb (see STILE, STYLE)+ *raipaz ROPE. 


stitch stitf Tprick, puncture OE. only; 
sharp sudden local pain OE. ; (from the vb.) 
movement of a needle and thread xri; 
portion of thread left as a result of this xiv. 
OE. stice — OFris. steke, OS. stiki prick, 
stab, OHG. stih (G. stich) prick, sting, 
stitch, Goth. stiks point :- CGerm. (not 
Scand.) *stikiz, f. *stik- sTICK?. Hence 
stitch vb. tstab with pain; fasten with 
stitches XIII. Hence stitchwort Stellaria 
holostea, plant reputed to cure the stitch in 
the side. XIII. 


stithy stiði anvil. xur. ME. stepi, stipi 
=ON. stedi m *stadjon, f. Germ. *sta- 
STAND. The form is due to assoc. with 
SMITHY (cf. ME. stith, dial. stith, for 
#steþe, normally = ON. steði). 


stiver stai'vor small coin of the Low Coun- 
tries XVI ; (colloq.) typical coin of low value 
XVI. — Du. stuiver, in MLG. stüver (whence 
G. stüber, Sw. styfver, Da. styver), prob. 
based on *stuf- (cf. STUMP). 

stoat stout European ermine, Putorius 
ermineus, in its brown summer coat (Mustela 
erminea). xv. Of unkn. origin. 


stoccado stoká:dou thrust with a pointed 
weapon. XVI. With suffix-substitution — It. 
stoccata, f. stocco point of a sword, dagger, 
of Germ. origin; see STOCK, -ADO. 


Stock stok A. trunk, stem OE. ; B. support- 
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STOCKADE 


STONE 





ing structure; frame of timber for punish- 
ment XiV; C. hollow receptacle xiv; D. 
massive portion of an instrument XIV (of 
a gun XVI); E. line of descent (cf. L. stirps, 
G. stamm) xiv; F. part of hose (upper and 
nether; cf. STOCKING) XV; G. fund, store (as 
of money) Xv; quantity xvi1; H. object of 
contemptuous treatment XVI; I. stiff neck- 
cloth xvii. OE. stoc(c) = OFris. stokk, OS., 
(M)Du. stok (G. stock stick), ON. stokkr 
trunk, block, log :- CGerm. (exc. Gothic) 
*stukkaz, rel. to *stukkjam piece, repr. 
by OE. stydée, OS., OHG. stucki (Du. stuk, 
G. stück), ON. stykki ; of unkn. origin. Used 
adj. ‘kept in stock’ xvi. Hence vb. in 
various senses, that of T'put in the stocks' 
being the earliest (xiv), ‘supply with a stock 
of' the latest (xvii) in appearance. comp. 
sto:ck-bovE wild pigeon. xiv; cf. Flem. 
Tstokduive; perh. so called from its resting 
in hollow tree-trunks. sto-ckrisH cod, etc. 
split open and dried. xin. -(M)Du,, 
(M)LG. stokvisch (whence also G. stock- 
fisch), variously expl. stocKcI-LLYFLOWER 
Matthiola incana. xv1; cf. Flem. stokviolier ; 
so called from its woody stem; abbrev. 
stock xvii. stocksTI‘LL motionless. xv; cf. 
Du., G., and sense H above. 


stockade stokei-d barrier of stakes or piles. 
XVII. — F. testocade, alt. of testacade = Sp. 
estacada, f. estaca - Rom. — Germ. *stak- 
STAKE; See -ADE. 


stockinet(te) stokine:t knitted textile fabric. 
XIX. prob. alt, simulating a dim. in -ET, 
-ETTE, of earlier stocking-net. 


stocking sto:kig close-fitting covering for 
the leg from foot to knee. xvi. Of obscure 
formation with -ING', repl. tnether-stock 
(NETHER, STOCK), corr. to tupper stock, 
as F. bas de chausse (whence bas stocking) 
is parallel to kaut de chausse. 


stodge stod3 fill quite full. xvi. Phoneti- 
cally symbolic after stuff and podge. Hence 
sb. and sto-dgy! xrx. 


stoep stap (S. Africa) raised verandah. 
xix. = Du. stoep, rel. to Germ. *stap- STEP. 
In U.S. sroor?. 


Stoic stowik pert. to the school of philo- 
sophers founded by Zeno (c.300 B.C.); also 
sb. xvt (in Wycl. Bible Stoycis for L. Stéicz). 
— L. stóicus — Gr. stóikós, f. stod the Porch 
in which Zeno taught at Athens, f. IE. 
*sthou- (*sthdu- *sthii-) stand, repr. also by 
STOW, STUD?. Also Sto-icaL?. xv. (Ch. and 
Wycl. Bible have forms based on OF. 
stoicien.) 

stoKer stou‘ko1 one who feeds and tends a 
furnace. xvir. = Du. stoker, f. stoken feed 
(a furnace), MDu., MLG. stoken push, poke, 
f. *stok-, rel. to *stek- thrust, prick, STICK; 
see -ER'. Hence by back-formation stoke 
vb. xvii (stoking-hole; cf. contemp. sto'ke- 
hole, tr. Du. stookgat, f. stoken+ gat hole). 

stole! stoul (arch.) long robe; (eccl.) vest- 
ment consisting of a narrow strip of stuff 
worn over and hanging from the shoulders. 


OE. stole fem. stol n. - L. stola (whence 
OF. estole, mod. étole, etc.)- Gr. stolé 
equipment, array, clothing, garment, f. 
*stol- *stel- place, array, lead, send (cf. 
APOSTLE, EPISTLE, SYSTOLE). 


stole? stoul in Groom or Yeoman of the 
Stole officer of the King’s Household next 
below the vice-Chamberlain. xv. var. of 
STOOL in the sense ‘close-stool’, surviving 
traditionally in the designation of the officer, 
with pronunc. based on sp.; formal assoc. 
with STOLE! has given rise to unwarranted 
etymol. notions connecting the two words. 


stolid sto:lid dull and impassive. xv (rare 
before XIX ; not entered by J. 1755, who has 
stolidity). = F. tstolide or L. stolidus poss. 
rel. to stultus foolish; see -1p1. So stoli-d- 
ITY. XVI. — E. tstolidité or L. 


stolo stou'lou (bot.) prostrate branch that 

takes root at the tip. xvin. L. Earlier 
stolon stou‘len xvii —inflexional forms 
stolón-; cogn. with Gr. stélekhos trunk, 
branch (*sthel- stand upright). 


stoma stou'mo (anat., bot.) small opening. 
XVII. — modL. use of Gr. stéma mouth. 


stomach st4:mok internal pouch or cavity 
of the body in which food is digested; ab- 
domen, Tchest; appetite for xIv; tseat of 
emotion; Ttemper, disposition xvr; Tcou- 
rage, pride, anger xvI. ME. stomak = OF. 
stomaque, (also mod.) estomac — Pr. estomac, 
Sp. estómago, It. stomaco — L. stomachus — 
Gr. stómakhos throat, gullet, mouth of an 
organ, as of the stomach, (later) stomach, 
f. stóma mouth. So vb. Ttake offence; 
toffend, incite XVI; put up with, brook XVII. 
orig. ~ F. s’estomaquer (refl) be offended, 
L. stomachdri be resentful, be angry with, 
f. stomachus. stomachic st6éme:kik. xvi. 
= F. or late L. = Gr. 

stomacher sta:moko:x tman’s waistcoat xv; 
part of woman’s dress covering the chest 
XVI. prob. aphetic —- OF. estomachier (perh. 
AN., but recorded only once, Palsgr. 1530), 
f. estomac STOMACH---IER -ER?; this would 
account for the older pronunc. with tJ, 
attested by the vars. stomager (XV-XVIII) and 
stomatcher (XVIII) and by dicts. from XVIII; 
but forms with -k- are as early as Xv. 


stone stoun piece of rock or hard mineral 
substance OE.; measure of weight (14 lb.) 
xIv (Sir Perc.), OE. st@n = OFris., OS. 
stén (Du. steen), (O)HG. stein, ON. steinn, 
Goth. stains :—- CGerm. *stainaz, rel. to OSI. 
sténa wall, Gr. stid, stion pebble. stone- 
BUCK? ibex. OE. stānbucca; from XVI = G. 
steinbock ; cf. STEENBOK, STEINBOCK. Sto-ne- 
chat, Pratincola rubicula. xvir; the clash 
of pebbles is supposed imit. of the bird’s 
alarm cry. stonecrop, Sedum acre; OE. 
stāncrop (the second el. is not identifed); 
earlier stone-chatter, -smatch, -smitch. 
stone's throw xvi; preceded by Ts. cast 
(xir Cursor M.), stone's cast xiv (Trevisa). 
stonewall vb. (f. stone wall wall of stone as 
presenting an obstacle) offer resistance or 
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obstruction xix. Hence stony. OE. 
stánig, ult. repl. st&mig, st&men, stüniht; 
with similative force, e.g. stone-blind XIV, 
-deaf, the earliest being stone-dead, -still 
(xii) Hence vb. xit (pp. zstanedd, Orm). 


stooge stüds (sl) one who cooperates or 
deputizes in a subservient fashion. XX. 
orig. U.S., of unkn. origin. 


stook stuk shock of corn. xv. Late ME. 
stouk, coxr. to or - MLG. stitke, formally = 
widespread Germ. word (OHG. stühha 
sleeve, G. stauche muff), not agreeing in 
sense; the present form shows survival of 
northern vocalism. 


stool stal A. wooden seat for one person 
OE.; B. base, support, stand xiv; C. seat 
enclosing a chamber utensil xv; evacuation 
of the bowels xvi (cf. sToLz*); D. (figure of) 
a bird secured to a stool or perch, serving as 
a decoy xix. OE. stol — OFris., OS. stól, 
OHG. stuol (Du. stoel, G. stuhl), ON. stóll, 
Goth. stéls throne :- CGerm. *stélaz, f. 
*stü- *std- STAND ++ -LE}, the basic sense 
being ‘stand’, ‘station’; cf. OSL. stola throne 
seat, Gr. sté/é pillar. 


stoop! stip bow or bend down, incline from 
the vertical; condescend. xvi. OE. stitpian 
=: MDu. sttipen, ON. stupa, f. Germ. 
*stüp-, rel. to *steup- srEEP!. The orig. 
vowel ü has been retained before the lip- 
consonant p. 


stoop? stüp (U.S. Canada) uncovered 
platform before the entrance of a house. 
XVII. = Du. STOEP. 


stop stop A. fill up, close, plug ; B. bring to 
a stand or halt xiv ; C. come to a stand xvi. 
OE. *stoppian in forstoppian plug (the ear), 
corr. to OFris. stoppia, G. verstopfen, MLG. 
stoppen, OHG. stopfón (G. stopfen); see 
STUFF. Hence sto:ppaGE xv. stopprn! 
stopal. XV; in the sense ‘plug, cork’ (xvi) 
repl. stopple. XIV, 


storax sto:reks fragrant gum resin. XIV. 
—L. storax — Gr. stórax, var. of stürax 
STYRAX, of alien origin. 


store st5oI necessaries for future use (now 
pl); tlive stock xir1 (RGlouc., Cursor M.); 
storage, reserve XIV; sufficient supply, 
stock laid up xv; animal kept for fattening; 
warehouse xvi: ; large shop xviu. ME. stor, 
aphetic of Tastor — OF. estor (:- Pr. estor), 
f. estorer (whence store vb. xin; also 
Tastore, Tenstore; cf. AL. stauráre xir) :— 
L.. instaurdre renew, repair, RESTORE. Hence 
StO'rAGE action and place of storing XVII. 


storey, story stiri any of the parts one 
above another of which a building consists 
XIV; tier of columns xv (cf. CLERESTORY). 
Aphetic - AL. (Astoria, spec. use of L. 
historia HISTORY, STORY! ; perh. orig. tier of 
painted windows (cf. AL. historia picture). 
Hence storeyED’, storied? std-rid having 
storeys. XVII. 


storge std-1gi natural affection. 


XVII. — 
Gr. storgé, rel. to stérgein love. 


STOVE 


storied! sto:rid decorated with scenes from 
history or legend xv (Caxton); recorded in 
history xvii (Pope). f. sronv!---ED!, after 
medL. hizstoriatus, OF. (hyistorié. 


storied? see STOREYED. 


stork sto:ik tall white wading bird. OE. 
store = OS. (Du.) stork, OHG. stor(ajh 
(G. storch), ON. storkr :- CGerm. (exc. 
Gothic) *sturkaz, prob. f. *sturk- *sterk- 
(see STARK), the name being supposed to 
refer to the bird’s rigid habit; Balto-Sl. 
forms are held to be = Germanic. 





storm st5im violent disturbance of the 
atmosphere, fig. of affairs OE.; paroxysm, 
violent access xvi; (from the vb.) assault of 
troops on a place xvii. OE. storm = OS. 
(Du.) storm, (O)HG. sturm, ON. stormr :—- 
CGerm. (exc. Gothic) *sturmaz, prob. f. 
*stur-, repr. also by srirR. Hence storm vb. 
be tempestuous xv ; (of persons) rage (cf. OF. 
estormir make a disturbance) xvi; (after G. 
stürmen, Tstórmen) make an assault (on) 
XVII. sto'rmy!. fate OE. 


Storthing std-1pin Norwegian parliament. 
XIX. — Norw. storting, former storthing, f. 
stor great+ THING assembly. 


story! st5-ri thistorical relation or anecdote, 
historical writing xu (AncrR., Havelok, 
Cursor M.) xır; recital of events xrv (Bar- 
bour) ; narrative designed for entertainment, 
tale XIV; account xviI (Sh.). Aphetic - AN. 
estorie (OF. estoire, mod. histoire) - L. 
historia (whence OE. stær, through Olr. 
stoir) HISTORY. 


story” see STOREY. 


stoup stip (Sc.) pail, bucket xrv ; drinking- 
vessel xv; holy-water vessel against or in 
a church wall xvin (substituted by mod. 
antiquaries for Tfsfop, Tstope). — ON. staup 
— OE. steap, MLG. stóp, (M)Du. stoop, 
OHG. stouf (G. dial  stauf):- Germ. 
*staupas, -am, rel. to OE. stoppa, OS. 
stoppo pail :- WGerm. *stoppon, f. stup-. 
See STEEP”. 


stout! staut tproud, fierce, brave; strong in 
body or build xiv; corpulent xiX. — AN., 
OF. (NE. dial.) stout, for estout = WGerm. 
*stult- (OFris. stult, MLG. stolt, MDu., 
Du. stout, (O)HG. stolz proud), perh. rel. 
to *stelt- (see STILT). 


stout? staut ‘a cant name for strong beer’ 
(J.) xvir; strong variety of porter xix. 
prob. ellipt. for s. ale or s. beer, the adj. 
being current XVII—XIX as applied to drink 
having a good body. 


stove stouv theated chamber or building 
xv; closed box containing burning fuel 
XVII ; fire grate xviii. - MLG., MDu. stove 
(Du. stoof footwarmer) — OHG, stuba (G. 
stubeliving-room), rel.to OE. stofa bathroom, 
stuf |b) vapour bath (Scand. forms are prob. 
of LG. origin), f. *stub-; connexion with 
STEW!, STEW? is possible. 
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STOW 


stow stou Tplace xiv ; put away to be stored 
xv; place (cargo) in a ship xvi. Aphetic of 
BESTOW (based on OE. stdw place, surviving 
in many place-names (= OFris. std) but 
not continuous with OE. stowian restrain). 
Naut. sense perh. infi. by Du. stouwen. 
Hence sto-wacE. XIV; cf. AL. stowagium 
(XIV); comp. Ssto-WAWAY person who hides 
in a ship. XIX ; f. phr. s. (oneself) away. 


strabismus strəbi'zməs (med.) squinting. 
xvi. modL.- Gr. strabismós, £. strabízein 
squint, f. strabós twisted, squinting (whence 
L. strabus), rel. to stréphein (see STREPTO-). 


straddle stre:dl spread the legs wide apart 
XVI; bestride xIx. frequent. f. *strdd *strid 
STRIDE alt. of contemp. and synon. striddle, 
back-f. from striddling(s) astride (xv), f. 
*strid-, wk. var. of STRIDE; see -LE?. 


stradiot stre-diot cavalry soldier of Greek 
and Albania. xvi. — It. stradiotto (whence 
F. estradiot, formerly in Eng. use) — Gr. 
stratiótés soldier, f. stratía army. 


stradivarius strædiveə'riəs (colloq. abbrev. 
strad) latinization of the name of Antonio 
Stradivari of Cremona (1649-1737) applied 
to violins made by him and his relatives. 


strafe straf, streif punish, damage, ‘curse’. 
xx. f. G. phr. Gott strafe England God chas- 


tise England, current in Germany. Hence 
sb. fierce assault. 


straggle stra:gl wander scatteringly from 
the direct course. XIV. perh. alt. of 
*strackle, f. (dial.) strake move, go, f. *strak- 
base of STRETCH ; see -LE’; for -gg- from -ck-, 
-kk- cf. stagger, trigger. 


straight streit not curved or bent xiv ; not 
oblique ; honest xvi (obs. in xvi, revived in 
XIX, from U.S.?); in proper order xIX; 
adv. XIV (s. away, s. off xvii). ME. stre3t, 
stra3t (as pp. adj. extended at full length), 
pp. of strecche srRETCH. Hence vb. 1(Sc.) 
stretch xiv; make straight xvi; superseded 
by strai‘ghten® xvi. straightro:-RwARD 
acting in a direct manner. XIX. f. phr. 
s. forward in a direct path onwards. 
strai: ghtway tby a direct course xv ; imme- 
diately xvi (Tindale; also t-ways Berners). 
Cf. L. recta via. 


strain! strein Tgain, treasure OE. ; Tgenera- 
tion, offspring xir; Tpedigree, ancestry, 
XIII; race, stock xiv; breed, inherited 
character xvir. OE. *stréon, (Nhb. strion), 
aphetic of gestréon = OS., OHG. gistriuni, 
rel. to OE. (ge)stréonan, (ge)strienan gain, 
get, beget = OHG. (g1)striunen, f. Germ. 
*streu- pile up, rel. to L. strués pile, heap, 
struere build (cf. STRUCTURE). The normal 
repr. streen (XIV-XVI) of the OE. form has 
been perverted by assoc. with next. 

strain? strein A. draw tight, stretch XIII; 
force the sense or application of; force to 
extreme effort xv; B. bind or compress 
tightly (obs. or arch. except in s. to one’s 
bosom, etc.); C. press through a filtering 
medium xiv ; D. refl. and intr. exert oneself 
XIV (in s. at make a difficulty of ‘swallowing’ 


STRAND 


or accepting XVI, misunderstanding of s. ata 
gnat in Matt. xxiii 24, which means ‘strain 
the liquor if they find a gnat in it"). ME. 
strayne, streyne, aphetic~ OF. estrei(g)n-, 
stem of estreindre (mod. étreindre) — Pr. 
estrenher, Sp. estreñir, It. strignere, stringeret- 
L. stringere draw tight, bind tightly (see 
STRINGENT). Hence or - AF. *estreignour 
strai:nrn! filter, sieve. xiv. 





strain? strein section of a piece of music; 
melody, tune; passage of song or poetry 
XVI; Tstream of impassioned language; 
tone, style, tenor, drift xvii. rel. obscurely 
to STRAIN? used in the senses ‘lift up (the 
voice) in song’, ‘utter in song, sing’, which 
are of doubtful origin. 


strait streit (arch., dial.) tight, narrow; 
strict, rigorous ; limited in extent xim; sb. 
narrow place, (now only) narrow waterway 
XIV ; (now only pl.) straitened circumstances, 
diffculty, fix xvi; adv. tightly, etc. XII, 
surviving in gen. use only in strait-laced 
Tnarrow in scope, mind, etc., excessively 
rigid (xvi), orig. tightly-laced (streyght lasyd 
Xv). ME. streit, aphetic — OF. estreit tight, 
close, narrow, sb. narrow place, strait of the 
sea, distress — Pr. estreit, Sp. estrecho, It. 
stretto :- L. strictu-s STRICT. The var. 
forms show confusion with stre3t STRAIGHT 
at an early date. Hence strai-ten® xvI, 
superseding tstrait vb. xiv, and surviving 


mainly in pp. (strattened circumstances, etc. 
XVIII). 


strake streik strip of iron; stripe of colour; 
ray of light xiv; line of planking in the side 
of a vessel, breadth of a plank xv. ME. 
strake (in AL. stracus 1300), prob. f. *strak-, 
base of OE. strecéan srRETCH; largely co- 
incident in form and meaning with streak 
from xvi. In the sense ‘pit or box for 
washing ore (xvIII) prob. orig. applied in 
pl. to the lining boards. 


stramineous strami:nios pert. to straw. 
XVII. f. L. stramineus, f. str@men straw (f. 
*strá-; see STRATUM)-+ -OUS. 


stramonium stromouniom (bot.) solana- 
ceous plant Datura Stramonium. xvii. 
-modL. stramonium (Parkinson 1629), 
strammonium (F. Columna 1592), poss. alt. 
of Tartar turman medicine for horses 
(whence Russ. durmán stramonium). 


strand! strænd (arch., dial.) land bordering 
the sea or other water. OE. strand = MLG. 
strant, -nd- (whence Du., G. strand), ON. 
strond; of unkn. origin. The Strand, name 
of street in London orig. occupying an extent 
of the shore of the Thames. Hence vb. 
force on to a shore. xvir; so Du., G. stran- 
den (xv), Sw. stranda, Da. strande. 


strand? strand one of the strings twisted 
together forming a rope or cord. xv 
(strond). Of unkn. origin; connexion with 
more or less synon. OHG. streno (G. 


strdhne), MDu. stréne (Du. streen) is not 
proved. 
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STRANGE 


strange streind5 +foreign, alien; belonging 
to another place; unfamiliar, unknown. XIII. 
Aphetic - OF. estrange (mod. étrange) = 
Pr. estranh, Sp. estrafio, It. strano, sb. 
stranio, strangio, Rum. strdin iL. extrüneus 
EXTRANEOUS ; cf. ESTRANGE, earlier Tstrange 
(Wycl., Gower). So stranger strei:n?521 
(arch.) foreigner; guest, visitor; unknown 
person xiv; new-comer xv. Aphetic - OF, 
estrangier (mod. étranger) :- Rom. *extra- 
neàrius, f. L. extráneus ; see prec., -ER?. 


strangle strz‘ngl kill by pressing the wind- 
pipe, (gen.) choke. xii. Aphetic- OF. 
estrangler (mod, étrangler) = Pr. estrang(o)- 
lar, etc. — L. strangulàre — Gr. straggalàn, 
rel. to straggdlé halter (see STRING’), So 
strangulA‘TION. xvI. -L 


Strangullion strenga-ljon inflamed state 
of throat in horses. xv (Caxton). - OF. 
(e)stranguillon (mod. étranguillon) = It. 
stranguglione :- Rom. *strangulio(n-), f. L. 
stranguláre STRANGLE. 


strangury strz'ggjüri (path. slow and 
painful urination. xiv. — L. strangiiria ~ Gr. 
straggourid, f. stragg-, strdgx drop squeezed 
out + ofiron URINE. 


strap strep leather band xvr; strop in naut. 
use XVII; razor strop XVIII. var. of STROP, 
with change of vowel before p widespread 
in dial. use; cf. NaP?. 


strappado strepi-dou torture in which the 
victim was hoisted by a rope and dropped 
with a jerk. xvi. - F. strapade, estrapade — 
It. strappata, f. strappare drag, snatch 
— OF. estraper, var. of estreper, esterper :— 
L. extirbüre EXTIRPATE ; see -ADO. 

strapping stre pig Tvigorous, lusty ; stur- 
dily built. xvrr. Hence stra: ppEn! strapping 
person. XVII. 


Strasbourg stra-zb3ag, ||ftra-sbury name of 
the principal town of Alsace (Elsass), as in 
S. linen, S. pie. 


strass stræs paste for artificial gems. XIX. 
— G. strass, F. stras, f. name of inventor; 
Joseph Strasser. 


stratagem stre‘tidzom artifice to surprise 

an enemy xv (Caxton); device, trick XVI. 
=- F. stratagème = Sp., Pg. estratagema, It. 
stratagemma = (with alt. of second syll.) L. 
stratégéma ~ Gr. stratégéma, f. stratégein be 
a general, f. stratégós, commander-in-chief 
(whence L. stratégus in Eng. use xvi), f. 
stratés army -+ -dg- lead (see act). So 
Strategic  -rdgik, -e:dsik. XIX. ~F. 
stratégique — Gr. stratégikós, f. stratégós, 
stratégía, whence strategv? stra-tídsi. Xvil, 
through F. stratégie, Gr. stratégía. 


strath strep (Sc) wide valley or tract of 
low-lying land. xvr. - Gael srath — lr. 
srath, sratha, W. ystrad dale ¿= *strat-; cf. 
Gr. straiés encamped army, 

stratify stra'tifai ‘range in beds or layers’ 


(J). xvi. -F. stratifier - modL. stráti- 
ficare, f. L. strüátum. So stratificA TION. 





STREET 





xvi. —modL. stratigraphic stræti- 
græ'fik pert. to strati'GRAPHY geological 
study concerned with the strata of the 
earth's crust. XiX. stratosphere strei:tou-, 
Stre‘tousfia1 stratum of the atmosphere 
above the troposphere f. -sphere of ATMO- 
SPHERE. XX. stratum streitom pl. strata 
strerto layer (chiefly in spec. uses). xvi. 
- modL. use of L. strátum ‘something laid 
down' (bed-cover, horsecloth, pavement), 
sb. use of n. pp. of sternere lay or throw 
down, f. IE. *ster- extend, lay out, for other 


derivs. of which see  CONSTERNATION, 
PROSTRATE, STRAMINEOUS, STRAW, STREET, 
STREW, STROMA, SUBSTRATUM. Stratus 


strei‘tas (meteor.) form of cloud having the 
appearance of a broad sheet of uniform 
thickness, XIX. comb. form (see -o-) 
Strato-  strertou, as in strato-cirrus, 
-cumulus. 


straw! strd (coll. sg.) stems or stalks of 
cereals OE.; single stem x11. OE. stréaw == 
OFris. strē, OS., OHG. strö (Du. stroo, 
G. stroh), ON. strá (whence ME. strá, stró) 
:- CGerm. (exc. Goth.) *strázam, rel. to 
STREW. Cf. L. strāmen STREW. comp. straw- 
BERRY stró:bori fruit of species of Fragaria. 
OE. stréa(w)berige, stréow-; the reason for 
the name 1s unknown. 


straw? str (arch.) scatter x11 (Orm); cover 
with something scattered xiu. Differen- 
tiated repr. of OE. streawian STREW. 


stray strei domestic animal that is found 
wandering. xl (in AL. xil). — AN. strey, 
aphetic of astrey used as sb. So stray vb. 
escape from confinement, wander, roam. 
xiv.  Aphetic- AN., OF. estraier (see 
ASTRAY). Hence (from the sb.) adj. that has 
escaped from control and goes free. xvii 
(Topsell). 


streak strik Tmark, stroke OE.; thin line 
of different colour or substance from the 
rest XVI; stratum of coal or ore xvt1; strip of 
land or water XVIII. OE. strica stroke of the 
pen, mark, line of motion, orbit, corr. in 
sense and vowel-grade to OFris. strike, 
MLG., MDu. stréke (Du. streek), (O)HG. 
strich, Goth. strzhs, f. *strik- (see STRIKE). 
The normal development of the OE. form 
is repr. by ME. strik; the divergent stréke 
(with & from 7) was "prob. reinforced by 
MDu. or MLG. stréke. Hence streak vb. 
Tstrike out xv; mark with streaks xvi. 


stream strim course of water, etc.; fig. 
continuous flow. OE. stréam = OF ris. 
strám, OS strém, OHG. stroum (Du. 
stroom, G. strom), ON. straumr += CGerm. 
(exc. Goth.) *straumaz t- *sroumos, f. IE. 
*srou- *sreu- *srü- flow, repr. also by Gr. 
rhein flow, rheüma stream. Hence vb. 
Olr. sruaim, Skr. srdvati flows. Whence 
strea:mEn! flag floating in the air. XIII. 


street strit paved road, highway (surviving 
in names of ancient roads such as Watling 
Street); road in a town or village. OE. 
strát — OFris. stréte, OS. strdta, OHG. 
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STRELETS 


strd3(z)a (Du. straat, G. strasse); CWGerm. 
= late L. strata (Eutropius), sb. use (sc. via 
way) of fem. pp. of sternere throw or lay 
down, cf. STRATUM (whence Sp. estrada, It. 
strada) an adoption from L. roughly con- 
temp. with MINT!, POUND, SACK. 


Strelets stre-lits, pl. Streltsy, (one of) a body 
of Russian infantry first raised by Ivan the 
Terrible (1533-84). xvi. -— Russ. streléts 
archer, f. strelydt/ shoot, f. streld arrow. 
OE. str#l, OS., OHG. strála, G. strahl :—- 
Germ. *strél. 


strength strep*p quality or condition of 
being strong. OE. strengbu = OHG. stren- 
gida:—- Germ.  *straggibó; see STRONG, 
-TH', Hence stre-xngtheN*. xin; repl. 


Tstrength xiu (pp. gestrancped, itself repl. 
OE. gestrangod ). 


strenuous stre'njuəs vigorous; (now esp.) 
ardently energetic. xvi (Marston, ridiculed 
by Jonson). f. L. strénuus brisk, active, 
valiant, the presumed relation of which 
with Gr. strénés sharp, hard, rough, 
strénos pride, is not convincing. So 
Strenuwity. xv. — L. strénuitdas. 


strepto- stre:ptou comb. form of Gr. 
streptós twisted, pp. adj. of stréphein turn, 
twist (cf. STROPHE), in scientific terms. XIX. 
streptoco:ccus bacteria in which the cocci 
are arranged in chains. xix. 


stress stres fthardship, affliction; tforce, 
pressure XIV; physical strain; legal dis- 
traint XV; overpowering adverse force XVI; 
emphasis, spec. of utterance xvii. Aphetic 
of DISTRESS or, in part, of OF. estrece, -esse 
narrowness, straitness, oppression = Pr. 
estreisa *- Rom. *strictia, f. L. strictus 
STRAIT, STRICT. So stress vb. jconstrain, 
restrain XIV; +distress; overstrain xvi; lay 
stress on XIX. In earliest use aphetic — OF. 
estrecier == Pr. estreisar :- Rom. *strictidre 


(cf. It. strizzare), £. L. strictus. Later senses 
are f. the sb. 


stretch stret[ lay at full length ; extend OE. ; 
tighten, lengthen, widen by force xiv. OE. 
streccan = OFris. strekka, MLG., MDu. 
strecken (Du. strekken), OHG. strecchan (G. 
strecken) :- WGerm. *strakkjan (the Scand. 
forms are - LG.), of doubtful source; cf. 
STRAIGHT. Hence sb. extension XVI; extent 
of time or space XVII. 


stretto stre:t(t)ou (mus.) in quicker time. 
XVII. lt. :- L.. strictus STRICT. 


strew  strü pt. strewed, pp. strewed 
(chiefly in active tenses), strewn (chiefly in 
literary use) scatter, sprinkle. OE. strewian, 
streowian, corr. to OFris. stréwa, OS. 
stróian, OHG. strewen (Du. strooien, G. 
streuen), ON. strd, Goth. *straujan (in 
pt. strawida) ; commonly taken to be based 
on IE. *szer- as repr. in L. sternere (see 
STRATUM, etc.). Differentiated vars. are 
STRAW? and strow strou XIV-XVII (pt., pp. 
strowed, pp. strown). 
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stricture 


STRIFE 





stria strai'e (archit.) fillet between flutes of 


columns, etc. xvi; small groove, narrow 
stripe xvi. -L. stria furrow, grooving, 
perh. :— *strigja, f. *strig- (see STRIGIL, 
STRINGENT). So stri:ATE?, -AtED! XVIIL. = 
modL. striatus. 


stricken strikn 5. zn years, Tage, advanced 


in age; pp. of STRIKE in the sense ‘go’ XIV; 
(arch.) wounded in the chase; struck with 
a blow xvi; s. field, pitched battle xvii (Sc. 
phr. brought into literary use by Scott, 
from strike in the sense ‘fight a battle’ 
(orig. Sc. X1v) ; afflicted with disease, over- 
whelmed with grief xvit (cf. ‘Yet did we 
esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and 
afflicted’, Isa. liti 4). 


strickle strrkl rod for levelling contents of 


a heaped measure OE. ; tool for sharpening 
a scythe xvir. OE. stricel, perh. also 
*stricels (cf. the forms stricklace, -les-s 
XVII-XIX), with var. strićel, repr. by dial. 
stritchel; £f. *strik- STRIKE; cf. Fris. strikkil, 
Flem. strekel. Cf. -LE?. 


strict strikt tight, close; trestricted in 


space, narrow ; (techn.) straight and stiff ; in 
various non-physical senses (for many of 
which Sh. gives the earliest evidence), 
close, intricate; rigorous, exact. late XVI. 
= L. strictus, pp. of stringere draw tight; 
see STRIKE. 


stri-ktfar A. (path.) morbid 
narrowing XIV (rare before xvi1); Tbinding, 
tight closure; B. Ttouch, slight trace; in- 
cidental comment; (now) adverse criticism 
XVII. —L. strictüra, f. strict-, pp. stem of 
stringere, repr. two orig. different words, 
(A) touch, stroke, fig. blame, rel, to STRIKE, 
(B) draw tight, rel. to STRANGLE, STRING, 
STRONG. 


stride straid pt. strode stroud strided 


Tstraddle OE.; walk with long steps xit. 
OE. stridan (once in 3rd sg. pres. ind. stridit, 
stridad; cf. bestridan BESTRIDE in pt. 
bestradd = (M)LG. striden set the legs wide 
apart; formally corr. to a set of str. and wk. 
vbs. meaning ‘strive, quarrel’, viz. OFris. 
strida, (M)LG., (M)Du. striden, OHG. 
stritan (G. streiten, stritt, gestritten), and 
OS. stridian, ON. strida, with rel. sbs.; 
a base expressing strong effort is suggested. 
Hence sb. xir; preceded by OE. stride and 
(Nhb.) str&de. 


strident strardont making a harsh noise. 


XVII (Blount 1658; not current before xix). 
— L. strident-, -éns, prp. of stridére creak, f. 
*streid-, beside which is *(s)treig-, repr. by 
Gr. trizein squeak, creak; see -ENT. So 
stri-dor? grating or creaking noise XVII; 
(path.) harsh vibrating noise XIX. stri- 
dulous stri:djilas. xvi. f. L. strīdūlus. 


strife straif action of striving together, 


condition of discord. x111(AncrR.). Aphetic 
— OF. estrif, rel. to estriver STRIVE, of unkn. 
origin. A synon. form fstrift (xvii) sur- 
vived in the traditional phraseology of the 
Society of Friends; see -T!. 


STRIGIL 


STRONTIA 





strigil stri-d3il instrument for scraping the 
skin. xvi. = L. strigilis, f. *strig-, base of 
stringere touch lightly (see STRIKE). 


strigose strai-gous (nat. hist.) covered with 
stiff hairs. XVIII. —modL. strigésus, f. L. 
striga furrow, in modL. row of stiff hairs, 
rel. to STRIA; see -OSE}. 


strike straik pt., pp. struck strak (see also 
STRICKEN) A. move, go (now with restric- 
tion); B. (obs. or dial.) stroke, smooth OE. ; 
C. lower (a sail, etc.); D. deal a blow XIII; 
impinge (upon) xiv; E. settle, arrange XVI 
(partly from phr. s. hands xv, partly from L. 
fedus ferire strike a treaty; F. refuse to work 
(perh. f. s. tools) xvin. OE. strican, pt. 
sirdc, stricon, pp. stricem — OF ris. strika, 
MLG. striken, (M)Du. strijken, OHG. 
strihhan (G. streichen); WGerm. deriv. of 
*strik- *straik- z= IE. *strig- *streig- 
*stroig-; cf. STREAK, STRICKLE, STRIGIL, 
STROKE. Hence sb. from XIIE in various 
techn. applications. 


string! strin line, cord OE.; number of 
things strung together xv. OE. streng == 
MLG. strenge, MDu. strenc, stranc, OHG. 
stranc, ON. strengr - CGerm. (exc. Goth.) 
*strangiz (see STRONG). Hence string? 
strin pt., pp. strung stran fit (a bow) with 
its string XVI (isolated ex. of pp. vstrenged 
XIV); make tense xv1; bind (as) with string 
XVII. f. prec.; the str. conjugation is after 
ring. stringep? strind having a string of 
strings. First and chiefly in OE. tynstrenged 
ten-stringed (Psalm xci 4) and similar 
combs. strimngv!. XVII. 


stringent strrnd3ont Tastringent, styptic; 
fcompelling assent xvII; rigorously binding 
XIX. — L. stringent-, prp. stem of stringere 
bind; cf. STRICT and see -ENT. Hence 
Stri'ngENCY. XIX. 


stringhalt strigholt disease contracting 
a horse's hind legs. xvr. Obscurely f. 
STRING!--HALTl. Also SPRINGHALT. 


strip! strip narrow piece (as of textile 
materia) XV. -or cogn. w. (IM)LG. 
stribbe strap, thong, prob. rel. to STRIPE?. 


strip? strip unclothe, denude; doff, tear or 

peel off. xur. ME. stripe, strepe, strupe, 
pointing to an OE. *strypan, *striepan (as 
in bestrieban plunder, strip), corr. to 
(M)Du. stroopen, OHG., MHG. stroufen 
(G. streifen) :- Germ. *straupjan ; shorten- 
ing of basic vowel began in pt. and pp. 
before -pt- and was thence extended. 


Strip? survives in OUTsft7ip. 


stripe! straip (arch.) stroke with a staff, 
scourge, etc. xv. Of unkn. origin; Du. 
strippen whip, does not agree in form, and is 
later. 


stripe’ straip narrow portion of a surface, 
esp. of different colour or texture XVII 
(Bacon); narrow strip of cloth, etc., e.g. 
chevron of soldier's uniform xiX. perh. 
back-formation on pp. striped (xV or XVI) 


marked with narrow bands, poss. of LDu. 
origin; cf. MLG., MDu. stripe = MHG. 
strife, G. streifen. 


stripling stri-plin youth passing from boy- 
hood to manhood. xim. f. STRIP- -LING}, 
quasi ‘one who is slender as a strip’. 


strive straiv pt. strove strouv, pp. 

striven stri-vn tbe at variance, quarrel, 
contend or struggle against. xiii (AncrR.). 
ME. strivcen, aphetic - OF. estriver, rel. to 
estrif STRIFE. @ Strive was taken over into 
the native conjugation of DRIVE, etc., the 
only vb. of F. origin to be so treated. 


strobilus stroubai'ləs fir-cone XVIII ; forma- 
tion resembling this xix. = late L. - Gr. 
stróbilos anything twisted, f. *strob-, parallel 
to *strobh- (cf. STROPHE). 


stroke! strouk rub softly with the hand or 
an implement. OE. strācian = MLG., 
MDou. stréken (Du. streeken), OHG. streihhón 
(G. streichen, which coalesced with streichen 
- OHG. strihhan strike), f. Germ. *strazk- 
*strik- STRIKE. 


stroke? strouk act of striking x111 (RGlouc. 
CursorM.); striking of a clock xv; linear 
mark xvi; (earlier s. of God's hands XVI) 
seizure by disease xvii. ME. strök, north. 
strük *- OE. *stràác :— *straikaz, f. gradation 
var. of base of *strikan STRIKE. 


stroll stroul applied, as a cant word, with 
stroller, in early xvi (Dekker, Jonson), 
first to itinerant, vagabond, or vagrant per- 
sons, later used of aimless or leisurely 
walking; prob. - G. dial. strollen, strolchen 
wander as a vagrant (strolch vagabond), of 
unkn. origin. 


stroma strou'mo (anat., etc.) framework of 
an organ or cell (as of connective tissue). 
xix. — modL. use of late J.. strma mat- 
tress — Gr. stróma, f. *strõ- (as in strõnnünai 
strew, spread), rel. to L. STRATUM. 


strombus stro:mbos genus of gasteropods. 

xvir (Holland). — L. strombus spiral shell 
— Gr. strómbos, rel. to stróbilos strobein 
streblós twisted. Angl. as stromb. xix. 


strong stron having great power; powerful, 
vigorous. OE. strong, strang (compar. 
strenger, superl. strengest) = OS., Fris. 
strang, MDu. stranc, ON. strangr :- Germ. 
*stranzaz, f. a base of which the mutated 
form is repr. in OE. (rare) strenge severe, 
MLG., MDu. strenge (Du. streng), OS. 
strang, OHG. strengi (G. sireng), and for 
which see further STRING. comp. stro-ng- 
HOLD fortified place. xv. Hence stro-ngr v? 
OE. stronglice. Cf. STRENGTH. 


strontia stro:njfio monoxide of strontium. 
xix (1802). f. stro'ntian (xvirr) a former 
name for strontia and strontium, prop. for 
native strontium carbonate; from name of a 
parish in Argyllshire, where are the lead 
mines in which the mineral was discovered 
Hence stro:ntium (1808, H. Davy). See 
-IA', -IUM. 
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STROP 





strop strop (naut.) band of rope, etc. X1V; 
strip of leather, etc., for sharpening a razor 
xvir. -(M)LG., (M)Du. strop — OE. 
strop (once in sense ‘band, thong’, occurs 
sporadically later, but there is no evidence 
that the OE. word survived), OHG. strupf 
(cf. MHG., G. striipfe fem.); WGerm. 
~ L. struppus, stroppus, presumably = Gr. 
stróphos (cf. next). 


strophanthus stroufe:npas (bot.) tropical 
genus of plants yielding a poisonous drug. 
xix. modL., f. Gr. stróphos twisted cord 
(cf. next) 4- énthos flower. 


strophe  strou:fi (pros.) series of lines 
forming a system. XVII. -— Gr. strophe 
(whence late L. stropha) verse unit, ht. 
‘turning’, f. *stroph- (ANTISTROPHE, CATA- 
STROPHE, as also in stróphos cord, string, 
colic, stropheis hinge), *streph- (as in 
stréphein; cf. stREPTO~). Cf. F. straphe, Sp. 
estrofa, It. strofa, strofe. Hence strophic 
stro'fik. XIX. 


strophiole stro'foul (bot.) excrescence 
surrounding the hilum of seeds. XIX. - 
modL. (Gartner 1788) use of L. strophio- 
lum, dim. of strophium chaplet- Gr. 
stróphion, f. *stroph- turn (see prec.). 
StrOW see STREW. 


structure strA:ktfor Terection, construction 
xv; manner of this; edifice, fabric XVII. 
—- (O)F. structure or L. structira, f. struct-, 
pp. stem of struere build ; see STREW, -URE. 
Hence stru:cturaL!. xix. 


struggle str4:gl contend in close grapple 
xiv (Ch); get with difficulty out of, etc. 
XVII. frequent. (see -LE?) f. base of obscure 
origin, prob. symbolic; connexion with 
ON. strügr ill-will, contention, or with Du. 
struikelen, G. straucheln stumble, is dubious. 


Struldbrug  str4ldbrag  fanciful name 
given by Swift in ‘Gulliver’s Travels’ to 
‘the immortals’ in the kingdom of Luggnagg. 


strum stram play unskilfully on a stringed 
instrument. XVIII. perh. blend of STRING! 
and THRUM?. 


struma strū'mə (path.) scrofula xvi, scro- 
fulous swelling, goitre xvir, (bot.) swelling 
at base of petiole xix. L. striima (striimat-) 
scrofulous tumour. 


strumous strü'mos. XVI. - L. strümósus, f. 
prec. 4- -ous. 


strumpet  strA'mpit 
xiv. Of unkn. origin. 


strung pp. of STRING? Tfitted with strings ; 
threaded on a string XVII; in a state of 
tension XIX. 


strut! strat bar to resist pressure in a frame- 
work. XVI. prob. f. next. 


strut? strat  Tbulge, swell; tprotrude 
stiffy, stand out xiv; fflaunt, swagger; 
walk upright with stiff step xvi. unexpl. alt. 
of ME. stroute, repr. formally OE. striitian 
?be rigid, but a short vowel is seen in 
(M)HG. strotzen and in the Scand. langs. 


harlot, prostitute. 


struthious strü-pios pert. to an ostrich. 


STUDENT 





xvin (Pennant). f. L. strüthió — Gr. strou- 
thíon, f. stroûthos sparrow, ostrich (cf. 
THRUSH); see -OUS. 


strychnine stri[knin, -in poisonous vege- 
table alkaloid. xix. — F. strychnine (Pelle- 
tier and Caventou, 1818), f. modL. (Lin- 
nzus 1737) use of L. strychnos (Pliny) - Gr. 
strükhnos, -on kind of nightshade ; see -1NE?*. 


stub stab stump. OE. stub(b) — MLG., 
MDou. stubbe, ON. stubbr, stubbi :- Germ. 
*stubbaz, *stubbon; OE. had also styb 
(:— *stubbjaz), which coalesced with the 
other form; to pre-Germ. *stüp- belong 
MLG. stive, ON. stufr, Gr. sttipos stump, 
stock, Lett. stups fag-end. 


stubble st4:bl stump(s) of grain-stalks left 
in the ground. xiu (RGlouc). - AN. 
stuble, OF. estuble (mod. dial. éteu(b)le) = 
Pr. estobla, It. stoppia :- L. stupla, stupula, 
for earlier stipula straw (cf. STIPULATE), rel. 
to stipes (see STIPE). 


stubborn sta*bain pertinacious in refusing 

compliance xiv (Ch.); difficult to treat or 
manage XVI. Late ME. stibourne, later 
stoburn(e), stuborn; of unkn. origin (con- 
nexion with OE. stubb, stybb, *stobb STUB 
cannot be proved). 


stucco sta‘kou plaster for covering walls, 
etc. xvi ~= It. stucco (whence also F. stuc, 
Sp. estuque, estuco, G. stuck, etc.) — Germ. 
(prob. Lombardic) word repr. by OHG. 
stukki fragment, piece, (also) crust (see 
STICK?). 


stud! stad A. Tpost, prop (later as in a 
building) OE., B. knob, boss, or nail head 
XV; adjustable button xvi. OE. studu, stuþu 
= MHG. stud, ON. stod, rel. to G. stiitzen 
prop, support. The development of senses 
is obscure, but there seems to be no doubt 
of the identity of the word. 


stud? stad establishment for breeding of 
horses OE. ; horses bred by or belonging to 
one person XVII. OE. stōd, corr. to MLG. 
stót, OHG. stuot (G. stute mare), ON. stóð 
:- Germ.  *stódam, *stóüo (with parallel 
forms in Balto-Sl.), f. *stó- STAND. cf. 
STEED. 


studding-sail, stunsail sta-ns] sail set on 

an extension of the yard-arm. xvi (stoy- 
tene sale). The earliest recorded form has 
suggested deriv. from MLG., MDu. stét- 
inge, noun of action of stóten thrust (Du. 
stooten), cogn. with OS. stotan, OFHG. 
stézzan (G. stossen), Goth. stautan. 


student stjü'dont one engaged in or ad- 
dicted to study. xv. - L. student-, studéns, 
prp. of studére be eager or diligent, study ; 
cf. It. studente, G., etc. student; earlier 
Tstudiant (x1v), aphetic of Testudiant - OF. 
estudiant (mod. étudiant) — Pr. estudian, 
etc., sb. use of prp. of estudier; a common 
var. was Tstudient (xiv-xvin). studio 
stjü*diou sculptor's or painter's workroom 
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STUDY 


STY 


(XIX, c.1820). — It. studio = L. studium | Stundist ftu-ndist, sta:ndist member of an 


STUDY. studious stjirdias given to study. 
xiv (Wycl. Bible, Gower). —L. studiésus, 
f. studium. 


study st4:di tperplexity; serious applica- 
tion of mind, mental effort in learning XIIL; 


Evangelical sect among peasantry of S. 
Russia, having contacts with German Pro- 
testants, c.1860. The Russian name of the 
sect, Shtunda, is said to be f. G. stunde hour, 
the name given to their meetings; see -IST. 


i = . 
room for study, [seat of learning xiv; | Stunt’ stant Tirritate, provoke xvir; Tnon- 


state of reverie (obs. exc. in brown s.). 
Aphetic - OF. estudie (mod. étude) = Pr. 
estudis, Sp. estudio, It. studio = L. studium 
zeal, affection, painstaking application. 
So sturdy vb. tdeliberate, consider XIII 


plus; check the growth of (esp. in pp.) XVii. 
f. stunt adj. ftfoolish (OE.), tshort (xv), 
stubborn (xvi) == MHG. stunz, ON. stuttr 
(1— *stuntr) short :- Germ. *stuntaz, perh. 
f. base of STUMP. 


(Cursor M.); apply oneself to study xiv. | stunt? stant athletic event or feat, (gen.) 


Aphetic — OF. estudier (mod. étudier) = Pr. 
estudiar, etc., ~ medL. studiäre (f. L. stud- 
tum), for L. studére be zealous, apply 
oneself, study. 


stuff staf tequipment, stock; material. xiv. 


enterprise, performance. xix. orig. U.S. 
college sl., of unkn. origin. 


stupe! stjüp piece of steeped tow, etc. for 


fomenting a wound. XIV. = L. stuppa tow 
- Gr. stuppé. 


Late ME. stof(fe), stuff(e)- OF. estoffe | stupe? stjüp (colloq., dial. shortening of 


(mod. étoffe), perh. f. estoffer (étoffer) vb. — 
Cat. estofar, Sp., Pg. estofar- Germ. 
*stopfon (G. stopfen) — late L. stuppare plug, 
STOP up (implied in stuppator, caulker), f. 
stuppa tow, oakum, (late L.) cork. So vb. 
Tfurnish xiv; line, fill (out) xv. = OF. 
estoffer. Hence stu-ffy! tfull of substance 


STUPID (sb.). xvin (Bickerstaffe). 


stupefy stjü'pifai Tstun with amazement 


xvI (Spenser); make stupid or torpid XVII. 
— F. stupéfier = L. stupefacere, f. stupére; 
see STUPID, -FY. So StupeFA'CTION. XVI. 
—- F. - medL. 


XVI ; (of air) close xix. stupe'ndous. xvi (Pepys). f. L. stupendus, 


stultify —st4-ltifai (leg.)) prove of un- 
sound mind XVII; reduce to absurdity XIX. 
= late L. stultificãre, f. L. stultus foolish, rel. 
to stolidus STOLID ; see -IFY. 


stum stam unfermented must. xvii. - Du. 
sb. use of stom dumb; cf. F. vin muet. 


stumble st4:mbl trip, make a slip in walk- 
ing. xIv. ~ON. *stumla (repr. by Norw., 


gerundive of stupére ; earlier tstupe-nd (xvi1, 
Burton), tstupe-ndiovus (xvi), the accepted 
form till XVIII. 


stupid stjürpid wanting in mental percep- 


tion XVI ; Tstunned with surprise, grief, etc. 
xvn (Sh). - EF. stupide or L. stupidus, f. 
stupére be stunned or benumbed, f. base 
*stup- strike, thrust; see -1p1. So stu- 
pidrrv. xvii. = F. or L. stu'poR?. XVII. 


Sw. dial. stumla, Da. dial. stumle), parallel | Sturdy stõ'ıdi tfierce, violent; rough, 


to synon. stumra (whence +tstummer xiv), f. 
Germ.  *stum-  *stam- (see STAMMER). 
stumbling-block used by Tindale to render 
Gr. vpóckoppa, by others to render oxávóaAov ; 
phr. stumble at a block, i.e. a tree stump (Xv). 


stump! stamp part remaining of maimed 
limb, broken-off end xIv; portion of tree 
left in the ground after felling; part of a 
broken tooth left in the gum xv; stub, fag 
end xvi; short pillar xvir; (in cricket) xvii. 
—- MLG. stump, stumpe, (MDDu. stomp 
(whence similar Scand. forms) = OHG., 
G. stumpf sb. uses of corr. adjs. ; perh. rel. 
to STUB and STAMP. 


harsh xır (RGlouc.); stalwart, strong XIV; 
sb. stupefving brain disease in cattle XVI. 
Aphetic - OF. esturdi, estourdi stunned, 
dazed, reckless, violent (mod. étourdi 
thoughtless) = It. stordito, Pr. estordit, 
stupefied, etc., pp. of estourdir, etc. :- Rom. 
*exturdire, f. L. ex EX-* 4- turdus thrush 
(taken as a tvpe of drunkenness). 


sturgeon  sto:idgon large fish of genus 


Acipenser. xr (Havelok). - AN. sturgeon, 
(O)F. estourgeon = Pr. esturjon, Sp. esturion, 
It. storione :- Rom. *sturióne —- Germ. *stur- 
jon, whence OE. styrga, MLG., MDu. 
stóre (Du. steur), OHG. sturjo (G. stór), 
ON. styrja, with poss. Balto-Sl. cogns. 


stump?’ stamp blunt instrument used for | stutter sta:tez speak with checks at and 


rubbing down hard lines. xvin. prob. =F. 
estompe - Du. stomp, with support from 
prec. 


stun stan deprive of consciousness by a 
blow, etc. xir (Cursor M.). Aphetic of 
Tastune,  Tastone (xix)- AN.  *astoner, 


repetitions of certain sounds. xvi. f. late 
ME. stutten (dial. stut)--ER*; cf. (M)LG. 
stötern, Du. stotteren, G. stottern. The stem 
is repr. also in ME. stotaye falter, totter, 
Germ. *stut- *staut-, as in MLG. stóten, 
OHG. stézan (G. stossen) strike against. 


*astuner, estuner, OF. estoner (mod. étonner) | sty stai inflamed swelling on the edge of an 


= Pr. estonar = Gallo-Rom. *extondre, for 
L. attonãre stun, stupefy, f. ad AD- -+ tonāre 
THUNDER; cf. ASTONISH, ASTOUND. stun- 
niNG? (colloq.) firstrate, ‘topping’. XIX 
(Dickens, Thackeray). 
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eyelid. xvi. Deduced from dial. styany 
(xv), prop. eye affected with a sty (appre- 
hended as sty-on-eye), f. synon. styan 
(:— OE. stigend, lit. ‘riser’, prp. used sb. of 
stigan rise, ascend, climb) + EYE. OE. 


STYE 


stigan corr. to OFris. stiga, OS., OHG. 
stigan (Du. stggen, G. steigen), ON. stiga, 
Goth. steigan *- CGerm. str. vb. *stizan, 
f. *sti;- *staiz-:- IE. (not in Latin) 
*steigh-, *stoigh-, stigh- advance, go, rise, 
repr. by QG. steíkhein, stíkhos STICH, 
stoikhos row (cf. STIRRUP). 


sty(e) stai enclosed place for swine. XIII. 
repr. OE. *sti (as in stifearh ‘sty-pig’, and 
prob. some place-names), perh. identical 
with stig hall (cf. stigweard STEWARD), corr. 
to ON. *sti (only in svinsti swine-sty), 
whence Norw. sti flock of sheep or goats, 
household work esp. concerning the feeding 
of animals, Da. svine|sti :- Germ. *stijam, 
of which a parallel formation *stijdn- is 
repr. by MLG. stege, MDu. swijnstije, ON, 
stia pen, fold. 


Stygian sti'd3ion pert. to the river Styx 
(river of Hell); infernal. xvi. £. L. Stygius - 
Gr. Stugios, f. Stug-, Stux, rel. to stugein 
hate, stugnós hateful, gloomy; see -IAN. 


style stail stylus (first in transf. sense in 
phr. tiurn the s., tr. L. stilum vertere change 
the subject); Twritten work xi11; manner of 
expression or discourse XIV ; proper name or 
title xir; manner, fashion xv (of art or 
architecture XVIII); mode of expressing 
dates xvi. — (O)F. style, Tstile - L. stilu-s. 
'The sp. with y is due to the erron. notion 
that the word repr. Gr. stülos column. 
Hence sty-lisHi. xvin (Jane Austen). 
sty-lisr, -istic. xix. —- F. and G. 


stylet starlét pointed instrument (e.g. 
surgical probe) or natural process. XVII. 
= F. stylet + It. stiletto (see STILETTO). 


stylite stai-lait ascetic living on a pillar. 
XVII. —eccl. Gr. stülites, f. stülos pillar; 
see -ITE. 


stylobate  stailóbeit  (archit.) basement 
supporting a row of columns. xvii. Earlier 
stylobata stailo:boto. L. —- Gr. stulobátés, f. 
stálos pillar (f. *stá- be erect) + -batés, f. 
base of baínein walk (COME). 


stylus starlos writing instrument XVIII; 
gnomon of a sundial XVIII. = erron. Sp. of 
L. stilus; see STYLE. 


stymie, stimy stai-mi (in golf) opponent's 
ball lying in the way of the player's, 1857. 
Of unkn. origin. Hence vb. (esp. fig.). 


styptic stiptik having contracting pro- 
perties. XiV. — L. stypticus — Gr. stuptikós, 
f. stáphein contract ; see -1c. 


styrax  staio9'reks. xvi. -L.- Gr.; see 
STORAX. 


suasion swei gon act of urging. xiv (Ch.). 
=- OF., suasion or L. sudsióo(n-), f. suds-, pp. 
stem of suddére urge, PERSUADE, f. *swdd-; 
see next, -ION. 


suave sweiv pleasing, agreeable xvi; 
blandly polite xix. — F. suave or L. sudvis 
SWEET, agreeable. So suaviTy swzviti 
{sweetness xv; pleasurableness xv1; bland 
urbanity xix. - (O)F. or L. 


' officer in the army XVII. 


SUBAUDITION 


sub! sab L. prep. under, underneath, be- 
neath, at the bottom of (cf. next), corr. to 
Gr. hupó, as ab to apó, the first word of 
various L. phrases current from XVII, as 
sub judice ‘under a judge’, being the subject 
of judicial inquiry, sub rosa ‘under the rose’, 
secretly (of unkn. origin), sub sigillo under 
the seal, sub silentio in silence, sub voce under 
the word (so-and-so in a list), abbrev. s.v. 
Cf. SUBPCENA. 


sub? sab short for SUBORDINATE XVII, 
SUBALTERN XVIII and various titles, SUB- 
STITUTE, SUBJECT (U.S.), SUBSCRIPTION, 
SUBSIST (money) XIX. 


sub- sab, sob prep. sub (suB!) under, close 
to, up to, towards, used in composition with 
the several meanings given below. The full 
form is retained before vowels and b, d, L, n, 
s, t; the b is assimilated to c, f, g, p, and 
often to m and r. A by-form subs- was 
normally reduced to sus- in comps. with 
initial c, 5, t. As a living prefix it is capable 
of being used with words of any origin. 
Its orig. force is either entirely lost sight of 
or much obscured in many words, as in 
subject, suborn, subscribe, substance. (Where 
its form is disguised, as in succeed, suffer, 
suppose, analysis of the comp. does not 
readily suggest itself.) ‘The main stress may 
fall either on the prefix or on the appropriate 
syll. of the radical el. (for exx. see below) ; 
in sense (2), in titles, the stress tends to be 
level. 

It isused with the foll. senses :— (1) under, 
underneath, below, at the bottom (of), as 
subaqueous, subterranean; (2) subordinate, 
subsidiary, secondary, esp. in titles; sub- 
ordinately, as subdeacon; (3) math. com- 
pounded with adjs. expressing a ratio the 
inverse of that of the radical element, as 
in submultiple, subtriple; (4) next below or 
after, near or close (to), as in subapostolic, 
subsequent, suburb; (5) incomplete(ly), im- 
perfect(ly), partial(ly), as in subact  sub- 
cylindrical, subtriangular; (6) secretly, 
covertly, as in suborn; (7) from below, up, 
(hence) away, as in succour, suggest, sus- 
picion; (8) in place of another, as in substi- 
tute; (9) in addition, as in subjoin. 


suba(h)dar siiboeda-1 governor of a pro- 
vince XVII; chief native officer of sepoys 
xvi. — Urdu çūbařdār, f. Arab. çūbař pro- 
vince+ Pers. där possessor, master. 


subaltern  s4:bolto:mn, sabō'ltəim of in- 
ferior status. xvI. =late L. subalternus. 
Earlier subalternate xv; sb., esp. subaltern 
See SUB- 4, 
ALTERNATE. 


subaudition sabōdi'fən mentally supplying 

or ‘understanding’. XVIII. = late L. subaudi- 
tio(n-), f. subaudire supply mentally, L. f. 
sub--audire hear, after Gr. ómakoyew; see 
SUB- 6, AUDITION. So subauditur sab- 
Sdai-tax 3rd pers. sg. pres. ind. pass. of 
the L. vb. 
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SUBCONSCIOUS 


SUBREPTION 





subconscious. xx (De Quincey, who used 
the adv. earlier); see SUB- 5. 


subpEA-CON. XIV. — ecclL. subdiaconus, also 
subdiacon — ecclGr. hupodidkonos ; 1n X1v-xv 


clauses (late L. modus subjunctivus, Gr. 
UmoTaxttKy €yKAtois) XVI. — F. subjonctif or 
L. subjunctivus, f. pp. stem of subjungere 
SUBJOIN ; see -IVE. 


su-, sodekne ~ AN., OF. su-, soudeacne | sublapsarian sablezpséo-rion (theol.) infra- 


— ecclL. ; see SUB- 2. 


subpivi-pE. -]late L. subdividere. xv. So 
subDivrsION. xvi. —late L.; see SUB- 2. 


lapsarian. XVII. f. modL. sublapsárius; see 
SUB- 4, LAPSE, -ARIAN. Cf. INFRALAPSARIAN, 
SUPRALAPSARIAN, 


subdue sobdjü' conquer xiv (revisa); | Sublimate sa-blimeit fraise to a high state 


bring into subjection xvi. ME. sodewe, 
sudewe, later subdewe — AN. *soduer, *su(b)- 
duer = OF. so(u)duire, suduire deceive, 
seduce = Olt. soddurre — L. subdücere with- 
draw, evacuate, (f. sub SUB- 5 +dūcere lead, 
bring (cf. DUKE), with sense derived from 
tsubdit subject ~ L. subditus, pp. of sub- 
dere bring under, subdue, f. sub SUB- 1 -+ -dere 
put (cf. ADD). 


suberose sjū'bərous (bot.) cork-like. xix. 
— modL. sáüberósus, f. saber cork ; see -osE! ; 
earlier suberous (Evelyn). 


subfusc sabfa‘sk of dusky or sombre hue. 
XVIII. = L. subfuscus, var. of suffuscus, f. sub 
SUB- 54d-fuscus dark (see Dusk). 


subjacent sabdzeisont underlying. xvi. 
— L. subjacent-, -éns, prp. of subjacére; see 
SUB- I, ADJACENT. 


subject sa-bdzekt A. one who is under the 
dominion of a sovereign, etc. XIV (Rolle, 
Shoreham); B. (philos.) substance xiv 
(Ch., Wycl); matter operated upon XVI; 
(gram.) xvii; thinking agent xviii. ME. | s 
soget, suget, sugiet, later subiect (xv1) - OF. 
suget, soget, subg(i)et (mod. sujet) — Pr. 
suget-z, Sp. sugeto, It. soggetto —- L. subjectu-s 
m., subjectum n. pp. of subicere, f. sub 
SUB- 1 -- jacere throw, cast; so su-bject adj. 
that is under the rule of a power XIV 
(Mannyng); cf. OBJECT; exposed or liable 
to xiv (Ch). -OF.- L. subject səb- 


S 


XVI; act upon so as to produce a refined 
product xvir. Preceded by pp. sublimate 
(xv), f. pp. stem of L. sublimäre, f. sublimis ; 
see next, -ATE®™’, So sublimare! sb. -ot. 
xvii. sublime səblaim lofty, exalted, in 
earliest use (xvi) of language or style, later 
in physical senses. — L. sublimis, -us, f. sub 
suB+an el. variously identified with limen 
threshold and /imus oblique. Cf. F., Sp., 
Pg. sublime. So subli-me vb. Tsublimate 
xiv (Ch.); raise to a higher state xvi. - (O)F. 
sublimer or L.. sublimáre ; sublima-T10N. X1v 
(Gower). subliminal sobli:minol (psych.) 
applied to states supposed to exist but not 
strong enough to be recognized. xix (c.1885). 
f. suB- 1-+-L. limin-, limen threshold 4- -AL! ; 
coined to render G. unter der Schwelle, sc. 
des Bewusstseins below the threshold of 
consciousness (Herbart, 1824). 


sublunary sablJi-nori existing or situated 


beneath the moon. xvi. f. late L. subli- 
náris, f. sub SUB- 1 --lüna moon (cf. LUNAR); 
see -ARY. 


ubmarine sa‘bmorin, sabmori‘n existing 
or operating under the surface of the sea. 
XVII. f. L. SUB -+ marinus; see SUB- I, 
MARINE. Cf. F. sous-marin. sb. ts. creature 
XVIII; s. boat XIX. 


ubmerge səbmõ'ıdz cover with water. 
XVII. — L. submergere; see SUB- I, MERGE. 
So subme'rsion. xvi. = late L. 


dze'kt make subject. xıv (Wycl. Bible, | submit sobmit (refl. and intr.) place 


Trevisa). —(O)F. subjecter or L. subjectãre, 
frequent. £. sub( j)icere, subject-. subje‘cTion. 
xiv (Rolle). —(O)F. or L. subje-ctive fpert. 
to one who is subject xv; pert. to the subject 
in which attributes inhere XVII; pert. to the 
thinking subject xvir. -L.; so F., etc. 
su‘bject- MATTERXVI. earlier }matter subject 


oneself under control; so trans. xiv (Ch.). 
—-L. submittere. So subMrssiON. Xv. 
— OF. or L. submi'ssivE disposed to sub- 
mit. XVvI (Sidney) -L. *submissivus, f. 
submiss-, pp. stem of L. submittere. Cf. 
It. sommessivo; also synon. tsubmiss 
(xvi, Foxe, Lyly). 


x1v tr. late L. subjecta materia (Boethius), tr. | subordinate sobo:idinet of inferior grade. 


Gr. ovoxeuuévg 09 (Aristotle). 


subjoin sobdsorn add at the end or 
afterwards. xvi. =F. ftsubjoindre-L. 
subjungere, £. sub SUB- 9+ jungere JOIN. 


xv. -medL. subordinádtus, pp. of sub- 
ordindre (whence subo-rdinate vb. xvi, 
subordina‘TION XVII); see SUB-, ORDAIN, 
ORDINATION, -ATE? and ?. 


subjugate s4:bdsügeit bring into sub- suborn sabō'ın procure by underhand or 


jection. xv. f. pp. stem of late L. subjugare, 
f. sub SUB- 2+ L. jugum YOKE; see -ATE?. So 
subjuga: TION. xvii. ~ late L. 


subjunctive  sobds34:pktiv (gram.) _ fs. 
article (Gr. dp@pov trotaxtixov), the relative 
és 7 0 )( ‘prepositive article’ å ý ró; fts. vowel 
(L. vocalis subjunctiva, EF. Tvoyelle sub- 
jonctive, Gr. $wvüjev )morakrikóv) second 


unlawful means. xvi. - L. subórnare, f. sub 
SUB- 64-órnáre equip (sce ORNAMENT). So 
suborna- TION. XVI. - medL. 


subpeena sa(»prno (leg.) writ issued by 


a court commanding the appearance of a 
person. xv. L. sub pond under a penalty, 
being the first words of the writ; see sub, 
PAIN. 


vowel of a diphthong; designating a mood | subreption sabre pfon (eccl. leg.) mis- 


orig. conceived as proper to subordinate 
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representation of the truth. xvii -L. 


SUBSCRIBE 


SUBTRACT 





subreptio(n-), f. subripere, f. sub + repere 
creep (see SUB- 6, REPTILE, -TION). 


subscribe sobskraib write (one’s name) on 
XV; intr. const. £o XVI; promise over one's 
signature to pay xvi. -— L. subscribere, L. 
sub SUB- I- scribere write (see SCRIBE). So 
su:bscript sb. Tsignature xvii1; adj. written 
underneath (as in iota s.) XIX. = L. sub- 
scriptus, pp. of subscribere. subscri:prioN 
signature at end of a document xv ; declara- 
tion of assent XVI; contribution to a fund of 
money XVII. -= L. 


subsequent sa-bsikwant following in order 

or in time. xv. —(O)F. subséquent or L. 
subsequent-, -éns, prp. of subsequi, f. sub+ 
sequi; See SUB~ 4, SEQUENT. 


subservient  sobso-iviont serving as an 
instrument or means. XVIL. =L. sub- 
servient-, -éns, prp. of subservire (whence 
subse-rve XvII); see SUB- 2, SERVE, -ENT. 


subside sabsai-d sink down, die down. XVII. 
— L. subsidere, f. sub suB- 1-+sidere SETTLE. 
So subsidENcE sa‘bsidens, sobsai:dons 
tsediment; sinking or settling to the 
bottom xvi. — L. subsidentia, £. subsidere. 


subsidy sa-bsidi thelp, aid; pecuniary aid 
granted by parliament, etc. xiv. ~ AN. 
subsidie — (O)F. subside = L. subsidium re- 
serve of troops, support, assistance, rel. 
formally to (rare) subsidére, f. sub SUB- 24- 
sedére sit. So subsidiary  sobsidiori 
auxiliary xvI. — L. subsididrius, f. subsidium. 
su'bsidIzE. XVIII. 


subsist səbsi'st exist as substance or entity 
XVI; provide for; support oneself on XVII. 
— L. subsistere stand still or firm, f. sub suB- 
+sistere STAND. So subsi:steNCE sub- 
stantial existence XV; provision of support 
for animal life xv11; s. money, money paid on 
account of wages, etc. XVII; shortened to 
subsist money Xix. — late L. 


subsoil sa-bsoil substratum of soil just 
below the surface. xvitl. f. SUB- 1-++SOIL}. 


substance sa:bstons essence xin (Cursor 
M.); a being; (philos.) that which underlies 
phenomena; material, matter; means, 
wealth xiv. -—(O)F. substance, corr. to Pr. 
sustancia, Sp. sustancia, It. sostanza — post- 
Augustan L. substantia being, essence, 
material property (formally rendering 
Gr. tréoTtacis HYPOSTASIS,’ but used also 
for odcia ESSENCE), f. substdre, f. sub 
SUB--}+ stave STAND. So substantia! sob- 
ste-nfal. xiv. ~(O)F. substantiel or Chr. 
L. substantidlis, tr. Gr. hupostatikés HYPO- 
STATIC. Substa:ntialLv?. xiv (Trev.); after 
Chr. L. substantiüliter. substa-ntiATE? give 
substance to. XVIIL. f. pp. stem of medL. 
substantidre, f. substantia. su'bstantivk 
self-existent Xv; (gram.) denoting a sub- 
stance XVI; having substance xix. ~(O)F. 
substantif, -ive or late L. substantivus, f. sub- 
stantia; sb. for noun s. (late L. momen 
substantivum) xiv (PPI.); verb s. (late L. 


verbum substantivum, Gr. piua jmapkrucóv) 
the verb ‘to be?’ xvi. 


substitute sa'bstitjūt fappoint as deputy 
or delegate; put one in place of another. 
XVI. f. pp. stem of L. substituere, f. sub SUB- 8 
-+ statuere (see STATUTE). So substitu'TION. 
xiv. — late L. 


substratum sabstrei‘tom that which 
underlies or forms the foundation of a thing. 
XVII. — modL. sb. use of pp. of L. sub- 
sternere ; see SUB- I, STRATUM. 


subsultory sabsa'ltori moving by sudden 

leaps. xvit. £f. subsult-, pp. stera of L. 
subsilire f. sub- SUB- 7 4- salire leap; see 
SALIENT, -ORY®. So subsu:‘Itus convulsive 
movement. XIX. —- modL. 


subsume sobsjürm Tbring under, subjoin ; 
state a minor premiss xv1; bring (one idea) 
under another xix (Coleridge). ~ medL. 
substimere, f. sub SUB- 7 + siimere take :- 
*subs(e)mere or *sus(e)mere. 


subtend sobte-nd (geom.) extend under, 
be opposite to. xvi. ~ L. subtendere; see 
SUB- I, TEND?, 


subter- sa‘bto1 prefix use of L. subter adv. 
and prep. below, underneath, in the sense 
‘secretly’ in subterfuge sa'btərfjūdz arti- 
fice to evade conviction, censure, etc. 
xvi. —- F. or - late L. subterfugium, f. L. 
subterfugere escape secretly (cf. FUGITIVE). 


subterranean  sabtorebrnion living, etc., 
below the surface of the earth. xvir. f. L. sub- 
terraneus, f. sub SUB- 1+ terra earth (cf. TER- 
RENE); see -AN, -EAN. So subterra-nEous 
XVII, which was formerly equally frequent, 
beside the less common Tsubterrene and sub- 
terre'strial (xvi). 


subtle sa‘tl of thin or fine consistency; 
marked by acumen or fine discrimination. 
XIV. ME. sutil, satil - OF. sutil, sotil, soutil 
= Pr. sutil, It. sottile, Sp. sutil, Pg. subtil — 
L. subtilis, prob. orig. a weaver’s term, f. 
*sub télà (passing) under the warp, for 
*subtélis, *subtexlis, f. *sub  texla (see 
TEXTURE). So su btlerv?. xiv (Rolle). - 
OF. su-, soutilté :- L. subtilitdtem. Hence 
subtly sa-tli. xiv; for the simplification of 
il cf. ably, simply, terribly. ‘The Latinized 
var. subtil(e), with corr. pronunc. sa-btil 
(7 OF. subtil, latinized form of sutil), arose 
in late ME. and remained till modern times 
along with su'btilty, subti-lity in arch. or 
affected use. 


subtract sobtre:kt withdraw; deduct. 

XVI. f. subtract-, pp. stem of L. subtrahere 
(whence OF. subtraire, It. sottrarre), f. 
sub SUB- 7 + trahere draw (see TRACT). So 
subtra‘cTION {withdrawal xiv; taking of 
one quantity from another xv. -]late L. 
subtractió(n-), in Vulgate tr. Gr. ómvoroAj, 
f. L. subtrahere. Q The parallel forms 
substract, substraction (xvi), from late L. 
substrahere (after L. abstrahere ABSTRACT), 
are now illiterate. 
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SUBULATE 


SUCK 


cee , Ere 
subulate s/ü:bjuleit (nat. hist.) awl-shaped. | succory sa'kori plant Cichorium Intybus. 


xvii. - modL. sübulátus, f. L. sübula awl 
+= *südhla, cf. L. suere SEW. 


Suburb sa: bàib (esp. pl.) outlying district 


alt. of cicoree, sichorie, early forms of 
CHICORY, after MLG. suckerie, MDu. sükerie 
(Du. suzkerei, Flem. tsuykerey, tsuccory). 


of a town or city. Xiv (Wycl). -(O)F. | succotash sa:kóte[ N. Amer. Indian dish 


suburbe, pl. -es or L. suburbium, pl. -ia 
(medL. also suburbio), f. sub SUB- 4 +- urbs 
city. So suburBan sobS-abon. xvi. = L. 
suburbánus, cf. F. suburbain, etc. 


suburbia? sob3:1bio quasi-proper name for 
suburbs (esp. of London). Late xix; cf. 
BELGRAVIA. Suburbica:riAN of (six) dioceses 
around Rome the bishops of which are 
cardinal bishops. xvu. = late L.; cf. 
turbicarian, urbicary XVII. 


subvention sobve:n[on Tsubsidy levied by 
the state XV; 'Tprovision of support xvi; 
grant of money in aid xix. = (O)F. subven- 
tion = Pr. subventio, etc. — late L. sub- 
ventió(n-), f. subvenire come to the help of, 


of green maize and beans. XVIII. ~= Narra- 
gansett (Algonquian) msiquatash (inanimate 
pl.); cf. SQUASH?. 


succour sa'kor help, aid. xi (AncrR.). 


ME. sucurs, soc(o)urs - OF. sucurs, socours 
(mod. secours) = It. soccorso s= medL. suc- 
cursus, f. succurs-, pp. stem of L. succurrere, 
f. sub SUB- 7 + currere run (see CURRENT). 
The final s was at an early date (X111) appre- 
hended as the pl. suffix and a new sg. 
(socour) came into existence, the pl. of 
which is identical with the old sg. So 
su'ccour vb. xur -= OF. socorre = L. 
succurrere, and OF. suc(c)urir (mod. se- 
courir), with change of conjugation. 


f. sub SUB- 7-- venire COME;see-TION. Qj Re- | succubus sa'kjăbəs demon in female form 


adopted from F. in xix. 


subvert sobv3-1t overturn, overthrow. XIV 
(Wycl. Bible, Ch.). — OF. subvertir or L. 
subvertere, f. sub sUB- 7 -- vertere turn (see 
-WARD, WORTH’). So subversion. XIV 


having intercourse with men Xvi; strumpet 
XVII. ~medL. succubus, m. form with fem. 
meaning; corr. to late L. succuba (used in 
Eng. from xv1), f. sub suB- 1 + cub- lie down 
(see CUBICLE, INCUBUS, INCUMBENT). 


(Wycl. Bible). ~ (O)F. or late L. succulent sa:kjülont juicy. xvi. -= L. 


subway s4'bwei underground passage or 
tunnel. xIx (1822; John Williams, of 
Cornhill, London, patentee of subways, | $ 
who issued a proposal for sub-railways in 
1845). f. SUB- 1 + WAY. 


succade sakei-d fruit preserved in sugar. 
XV. -— AN. sukade, ONF. succade, also 
chuc(c)ade (see -ADE), of unkn. origin. 


succedaneum . saksideiniom substitute. 
XVII. — modL. use of n. of L. succédáneus, 
f. succédere come close after; see SUCCEED. | s 


succeed soksi-d come next after another 
(Barbour, Ch.); follow in the course of 
events XV (trans. XVI); have a certain issue 
(now always fortunate) xv; attain a desired 
end xvi. Late ME. succede - (O)F. succéder 
or L. succédere go under or up, come close 
after, go near, go on well, f. sub SUB- 4 -+ 
cédere go (see CEDE). So success sokse's 
Tissue, result; Tfortune (good or bad); 
prosperous achievement xvi. = L. successus 
f. pp. stem of succédere. Hence succe:ss- 


succulentus (sücu-), f. succus (sücus) juice; 
See -ULENT. 


uccumb  soka:m  Tdbring down, over- 
whelm xv (Caxton); +(Sc.) fail in a cause 
xvi; sink under pressure XVII (at first only 
Sc.. -(OJF. succomber or L. succumbere, f. 
sub SUB- I + -cumbere lie (cf. SUCCUBUS). 
@ Noted by J. and by Sinclair (Observa- 
tions on the Scottish Dialect, 1782) as a 
peculiarly Sc. word. For the loss of b cf. 
BOMB. 


uch satf of the kind described or implied. 
OE. scwilé, swelé, swylé, ME. swich, swech, 
swuch, mod. dial. sich, and sech, standard 
Eng. such; for the loss of w cf. so, SOUGH, 
SWORD, for the loss of / cf. WHICH; cogn. 
Germ. forms are OF ris. sal(i)k, sél(i)k, sulltk, 
sulk, OS. sulik, OHG. sulih, solith (Du. zulk, 
G. solch), ON. slikr (whence ME. slik-e), 
Goth. swaleiks; f. *swa, *swe so + *lik- 
body, form (see LIKE). Hence suchlike 
(LIKE adj.) of a similar kind xv; cf. dial. 
siclike, swilklike. 


FUL}. Xvi (Sh.). succe:ssioN. xiv. -(O)F. | suck sak draw liquid with the mouth (with 


succession or L. successió(n-), f. success-, 
succédere. succe:ssIVE. XV. — medL. suc- 
ce:sssoR!, xin (RGlouc.). = OF. successour 
(mod. -eur) — L.. successor, -órem. 


succentor sokse-nti1 Tone who takes up 

the chant after the precentor; precentor's 
deputy. XVIL -—]late L. succentor; f. suc- 
cinere, f. L. sub SUB- 2 + canere sing (cf. 
CHANT) ; see -ont. 


succinct soksripkt fpp. girded, girt Xv; 
adj. brief and concise xvr. — L. succinctus, 
pp. of succingere, f. sub SUB- r, 7 + cingere 
gird. So F. 
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the liquid or its source as obj.). OE.; in 
various fig. uses from Xiv. OE. sácan, pt. 
*séac, sucon, pp. -socen; str. vb. becoming 
weak from xiv, corr. to L. sigere, (O)Ir. 
sugim, f. WIE. *sug-, of which a parallel 
imit. base *suk- 1s repr. by OE. sigan, OS., 
MLG., MDu. sagen (Du. zuigen, OHG. 
sugan (G. saugen) ON. süga; cf. SOAK. 
Hence sb. xit. In phr. give s. orig. inf. of the 
vb. (cf. Du. te zuigen geven, G. zu saugen 
geben), but now apprehended as sb. Hence 
su-cker! young mammal before it is weaned 
XiV (Wycl. Bible); shoot of a plant xvi; 
sucking organ, part, etc. XVII. 


SUCKEN 





sucken sa‘kn Sc. var. of SOKEN. XV. 


suckle sa‘kl give suck to xv. prob. back- 
formation f. suckling sa-klin infant at the 
breast Xv, young animal that is suckled xv1, 
f. SUCK-l- -LING!, prob. after MDu. sageling 
(Du. zuigeling) = MHG. sõgelinc (G. säug- 
ling). Œ Suckling occurs as a surname XIII. 

suction s4'kfon sucking. xvir (Bacon). 
—]late L. sáctió(n-), f. süct-, pp. stem of 
sügere SUCK; see -TION. So Sucto riAL 
having organs adapted for sucking. xix. 
f. modL. sáctorius (npl. Suctoria, sc. ani- 
malia, name of various zoological groups). 
sudarium slūdėə'riəm napkin for wiping 
the face, sweat-cloth. xvir. L. südàrium, 
f. südor SWEAT, as used in Vulg., Luke xix 
20, John xi 44, Acts xix 12. So Tsu:danv. 
xiI1 (Cursor M.). 


sudd sad floating vegetation obstructing 
the White Nile. xix. - Arab. sudd, f. 


corresp. vb., to obstruct. 


sudden sad’n coming without warning, 
unlooked-for, not provided for (with various 
developments now obs. or arch.) XIII. 
ME. soden, sodein, -ain - AN. sodein, sudetin, 
(O)F. soudain = Pr. sob-, subtan, It. 
subitano :- late L. subitünus, for L. subi- 
tüneus, f. subitus sudden, pp. of subire go 
stealthily, f. sub sun- 6--ire go; cf. EXIT, 
ITINERARY, PERISH, PRETERITE. 


sudorific  slüdorifik promoting sweat. 
xvii (Bacon). - modL. südorificus, f. sudor 
SWEAT; See -rIC. 
suds sadz  Tdregs, filth; (E. Anglian) 
flood-water, fen-water; (frothy mass of) 
soapy water (fbarber’s lather), xvi. There 
is no certain evidence for the orig. sense; 
prob. - MLG., MDu. sudde, MDu. sudse 
marsh, bog; early modG. has seifensod 
soap-suds; cf. MHG. sét dish-water, etc. 
From xvi the phr. in the suds was used in 
various senses mostly obs., viz. in difficul- 
ties or disgrace; in the blues; unfinished ; 
being lathered or washed. The base is 
prob. Germ. *sud-, wk. grade of SEETHE. 


sue siū tfollow x11; prosecute (an action), 
follow up, make a legal claim to (now sue 
for); apply for the grant of (a writ) ; institute 
legal proceedings (against) xiv. = AN. suer, 
siwer, sure, suir(e), f. pres. stem siu-, sieu-, 
seu- of OF. sivre (mod. suivre) :- Rom. 
*sequere (cf. Pr. segre, seguir, Sp. seguir, It. 
seguire), for L. sequi follow (see SEQUENCE; 
and cf. ENSUE, PURSUE). 


suéde sweid undressed kid-skin. xix. First 
in suéde gloves, tr. F. gants de Suéde, i.e. 
gloves of Sweden. 


suet siū'it fat enclosing the kidneys of an 
ox, etc. XIV. — AN. *suet, *sewet, f. su(e), 
seu, OF. seu, sieu, stu, sif (mod. suif) = Pr. 
seu, sef, Sp. sebo, It. sevo :- L. sébum tallow, 
suet, grease. 


suffect  s^'fekt additional consul. XIX. 


= L. suffectus, pp. of sufficere substitute ; see 
BUFFICE. 


SUGAR 





suffer sa‘for undergo, endure; tolerate, 
allow. xur. ME. suffre, soffre, soeffre = AN. 
suffrir, soeffrir, -er, OF. sof(f)rir (mod. 
souffrir) — Pr. su-, soffrir, etc. Sp. sufrir, 
It. sufferire:- Rom.  *sufferire, for L. 
sufferre, f. suf- SUB- 7 -- ferre BEAR?. So 
su'fferance (arch.) suffering, long-suffering; 
sanction, permission, toleration (now only 
in phr. on s. and in legal use). xui. —- AN., 
OF. suffraunce, soffrance (mod. souffrance 
suffering) = Pr. sofrensa, Sp. sufrencia, 
It. sofferenza :—= late L. sufferentia, f. 
sufferre. 


suffete safi-t supreme magistrate in ancient 
Carthage. XVI. — L. suffet-, suffes, prop. 
sifes, of Phanician origin (cf. Heb. shophet 
judge). 

suffice sofars be enough. xiv. f. OF. 
suffis-, pres. stem of suffire :- L. sufficere, f. 
sub SUB- + facere po. So sufficiENT 
səfi'fənt that suffices or is adequate xıv 
(Wyclif); tof adequate means or quality xv. 


. 7 OF. sufficient or L. sufficient-, -&ns, prp. 


of sufficere; superseding earlier [suffisant 
— (O)F. suffisant, prp. of suffire, of which the 
corr. sb. was tsuffisance xiv (Ch., Gower), 
which was superseded by tsuffictence xiv 
(Wyclif) and suffi: ciency sufficient means or 
capacity XV. ~ late L. 


suffix sa'fiks element attached to the end of 
a word xvIII; (math.) inferior index XIX. 
- modL. suffixum, sb. use of n. pp. of L. 
suffigere, f. sub SUB- 2 + figere FIX. So 
suffix vb. subjoin xvir; add as a suffix 
xvi. Partly f. L. suffixus, partly f. the sb. 


suffocate sa‘fokeit kill by stopping the 
breath. xvi. f. pp. stem of L. suffocare, f. 
sub SUB- 1+ fatuces throat; see -ATE?. 


suffragan sa‘fragen bishop considered in 
relation to his metropolitan, by whom he 
may be summoned to give his suffrage; 
subsidiary bishop in the Church of England. 
=- AN., OF. suffragan, medL. suffragdaneus, 
f. L. suffragium; see next and -AN. 


suffrage sa'fridz pl. (intercessory) prayers 
XIV (Wyclif); vote xvr (More). -L 
suffràgium, partly through F. suffrage (from 
XIII); preceded by Tsuffragies prayers (xi11- 
xvi) — L. suffragia; of uncertain origin. 


suffuse sofjürz overspread as with fluid, 
colour, etc. xvi. f. suffüs-, pp. stem of L. 
suffundere, f. sub suB--+fundere pour. So 
sufru':sION. xiv (Trev.). - L. 


sufi sū'fi one of a Mohammedan sect. XVII. 
— Arab. giifi ‘man of wool’, f. süf wool. 


sugar furgor sweet crystalline substance 
obtained from fruit juices x111; (old chem.) 
applied to compounds resembling sugar in 
form or taste XVII; (mod. chem.) to soluble 
more or less sweet carbohydrates xix. 
ME. suker (XIII), sucre, sugre (XIV), suger 
(sugar from XVI) — OF. çukre, sukere (mod. 
sucre) - It. zucchero, prob. - medL. succa- 
rum — Arab. sukkar (whence, with AL-?, 
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SUGGEST 





Sp. azucar, Pg. assucar). The relation of the 
Arab. form to the type repr. by Gr. sák- 
kharon (cf. SACCHARIN), Pers. shakar, Skr. 
Sarkard, and Sl. forms (e.g. Russ. sakhar), 
is not clear. For the change of -k- to -g- cf. 
FLAGON. So sugar-ca-ndy sugar clarified 
and crystallized. xiv. - OF. sucre candi 
~ Arab. sukkar qandi, the latter adj. f. qand 
sugar Pers. kand — Skr. khanda sugar in 
pieces, orig. piece, fragment, f. khand 
break. su:gar-CANE XVI, -LOAF! XV. Hence 
vb. xv (Lydg.), su-gary! xvi (Spenser). 

suggest sodze:st cause to be present to the 
mind. xvi. f. suggest-, pp. stem of L. 
suggerere, f. sub SUB- 7 - gerere bear, carry, 
bring (see GESTATION). So sugge'sTION 
prompting to an action (Tin early use, spec. 
to evil) ; Tfalse representation or charge xiv ; 
information not upon oath xv. -(O)F. 
— L. suggestive. (leg.) fresting on in- 
formation. XVII. 


suicide! slü:isaid one who takes his own 
hfe. xvrr. - modL. suicida, f. L. sui of 
oneself. So suicide? taking one's own life. 
XVII. — mod L. suicidium ; cf. F. suicide, Sp., 
It. suicidio; Tsucicismt was current XVIII. 
Hence suici‘dau!. xvrr;earlier T suzcidical. 
«| All modelled on HOMICIDE. 


suint swint grease in the wool of sheep. 
XVIII. = F. suint, earlier sug, f. suer 
sweat. 

Suiogothic  swiougo:pik Swedish; the 
older Swedish language. XVIII. —modL. 
Suiogothicus, adj. of Suiones Gothique, used 
to denote the Sviar Swedens, and Gétar, 
older Gautar, inhabitants of Götland 
(southern Sweden); see -IC. 


suit sat A. (hist.) attendance at court x1II 
(RGlouc.); B. Tpursuit xiv; legal process 
xv; C. Ttrain, suite xr (RGlouc); D. 
Tlivery, garb x111 (RGlouc.); E. set, series 
Xv. ME. siute, siwte, s(e)ute - AN. siute, 
OF. sieute, siute (mod. suzte) :- Gallo-Rom. 
*sequita, sb. use of fem. pp. of *sequere 
follow, sue. The medL. equiv. of suit in 
various senses was secta (see SECT, SET?). 
Hence suit vb. Tsue, pursue xv; provide 
with apparel; be agreeable or convenient to 
XVI. Whence suitABLE -[maíching, to 
match; Tagreeing, accordant xvr; fitting, 
appropriate XVII; after agreeable; supersed- 
ing earlier tsuztlike (xv1), Tsuitly (xv). 


suite swit A. train ot attendants XVII 
(Dryden); B. succession, series xvin; C. 
set of rooms xvrit, of furniture xix. - F. 
suite; see SUIT. Sense C is of English de- 
velopment. 


suitor siū'tor ffrequenter XHI; fadherent 

XIV; (arch.) petitioner; wooer XVI. — AN. 
seutor, suitour, sut(t)er, -or — L. secütor, -ór- 
follower, f. secüt-, sequi follow, SUE, after 
suite SUIT. 


sulcate sa‘lkeit furrowed. xvi. -L. 
sulcátus, pp. of sulcáre plough, f. sulcus (tel. 
to Gr. hélkein draw) groove, furrow, which 





SUM 


has been used in Eng. in spec. senses since 
Xvii (Evelyn). Sosu-lcated. xvi; see -ATE?, 


sulk salk indulge in ill-humour. xviii 


(Mme d’Arblay). perh. back-formation 
from somewhat earlier sulky! sa‘lki adj., 
used also as sb. for a carriage seated for one 
person (cf. synon. use of F. désobligeant 
disobliging). Sulky was perh. an extension 
with -y! of an adj. tsulke (xvi1) hard to dis- 
pose of, slow in going off, which may repr. 
ult. the base *sulk- of OE. dsolcen, besolcen 
slothful, inactive (dseolcan become sluggish, 
and besylced exhausted, dsolcennys sloth, 
tedium). 


sullen sa-l(a)n marked by gloomy ill- 


humour; of gloomy condition or aspect. 
xvI (Tusser). Later form of fsolein, 
T-eyne unique, sole, solitary, morose (xtv) 
— AN. *solein, *solain, f. sol SOLE?, after OF. 
soltain, soutain — Pr. soldan :- late L. sóli- 
tàneus, f. L. solus SOLE?. 


sully s4:li pollute; Tintr. for pass. xvi (Sh.). 


perh. — F. souiller; see so1L?. 


sulphur, U.S. sulfur sa'lfər greenish- 


yellow non-metallic element; brimstone. 
xiv. Late ME. soufre, solfre, sulph(e)re - 
AN. sulf(e)re, (O)F. soufre = Pr. solfre, 
OSp. çufre, Pg. xofre, It. solfo (with pre- 
fixed Arabic al, OSp. açufre, Sp. azufre, 
Pg. enxofre):- L. sulfur, -phur, -pur (pl. 
-phura), perh. rel. to the Germ. word repr. 
by OE. swefl. Comb. form sulpho-, be- 
fore a vowel sulph-, now largely super- 
seded by TH1O-. xix. su-Ilpharz!/su-lphirE 
salt of sulphuric/sulphurous acid. xvii. 
—F. sulphat | sulphite. sulphipE com- 
pound of sulphur with another element. 
xix. sulphurzous salfjuo:rios pert. to 
sulphur xvi; thellish, satanic xvir. (Earlier 
T sulphurious - OF. xv.) sulphuretted s4:1- 
fjuretid combined chemically with sulphur. 
XIX. f. s Iphuret - modL. sulphuretum ; see 
-URET. sulphur:c salfjuos'rik s. acid H5SO,. 
XVIII, — F., sulfurique. sulphurous sa'l- 
fjərəs, (chem.) salfjuə'rəs sulphureous XVI; 
su'lphury sulphurous, -eous. xvi. See v!. 


sultan s4-lton sovereign of a Mohammedan 


country XVI; despot, tyrant; sweet-scented 
annual, Centaurea moschata and C. suave- 
olens XVII. —F. sultan (16th cent.) or medL. 
sultanus — Arab. sultdn power, dominion, 
ruler, king, f. Aram. salita rule, overcome. 
Cf. the (arch.) doublet soldan so'ldon, f. 
OF. soldan, soudan. XIII. So sultana sal- 
tā'nə sultan’s wife xvI; mistress, concubine 
XVIII; purple gallinule; (s. raisin) small 
seedless raisin XIX. ~ It. sultana, fem. of 
sultano sultan. su'ItanATE!, xix. 


sultry sa'ltri oppressively hot and moist. 


xvi. f. tsulter be sweltering hot (xvi), 
prob. for *swulter, rel. to SWELTER; see -Y!. 


sum sam quantity of money; total amount 


XIII; summary, epitome (surviving in phr. 
sum and substance, Sh.) XIv; quantity result- 
ing from the addition of quantities xv. ME. 
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SUMACH 


summe, somme- OF. summe, (also mod.) 
somme = Pr. som(m)a, Sp. suma, It. 
somma := L. summa (whence also Du. som, 
G. summe), sb. use (sc. rés, pars) main thing, 
principal part, substance, sum total, of fem. 
of summus :— *supmus, superl f. stem of 
super, superus (see SUPERIOR). phr. sum 
TOTAL XIV, tr. medL. summa tótális. So vb. 
xu. -—(OJ)F. sommer or late L. summare, 
f. summa. summaTION sAmer[on finding 
the sum, adding up. xvii. -modL. sum- 
matio(n)-, f. late L. summare. 


sumach sjü:mzk, [ü:msek preparation of 
dried leaves of plants of the genus Rhus 
XIV ; plant of this genus xvI. —(O)F. sumac 
= Pr. sumac, simac, Sp. zumaque, It. som- 
maco or medL. sumac(h) — Arab. summaq. 


summary sa-mori comprising the chief 
points or substance xv; done without delay, 
(leg.) carried out without certain formalities 
XVIII (the adv. su: mmarirv? in corr. sense 
is XVI; cf. OF. sommierement, L. summátim). 
— medL. summürius (in classical L. only in 
n. sb.), £f. summa SUM; see -ARY. As Sb. XVI. 
— L. summárium. Hence su-mmarizx. xix. 


summer! s4:mor second and warmest 
season of the year. OE. sumor, corr. to 
OFris. sumur, OS. sumar, MLG. sommer, 
(Du. zomer) OHG. sumar (G. sommer), 
ON. sumar :- CGerm. (exc. Goth.); rel, 
with different suffixes, to Skr. sdma half- 
year, year, Olr. sam, samrad, W. ham, haf 
summer. 


summer? sa‘mozr fpackhorse; (archit.) 
horizontal bearing-beam. xiv. — AN. sumer, 
somer, OF. somier (mod. sommier) — Pr. 
saumier, 1t. somiere - Rom. *saumdàárius, for 
late L. sagmárius, f. sagma - Gr. sdgma 
packsaddle, f. *sak- (sdttein equip). For the 
sense-development cf. horse and F. cheval. 
Cf. BREASTSUMMER. 


summit sa4:mit topmost part, top. XV 
(Malory, Caxton). Late ME. - OF. som- 
(m)ete, also somet, sumet (mod. sommet), f. 
som, sum t—- L. summum, n. sg. of summus 
(see SUM); the sp. with -zt (from xvir) is due 
to assim. to tsummity summit (XIV—XVIII) 
-(O)F. sommité-late L. summitds (see 
-ITY). 

summons sa‘monz authoritative call, cita- 
tion. XIII (S. Eng. Leg.). ME. somouns - 
OF. somonce, stumunse (mod. semonce) = Pr. 
somonsa :- Gallo-Rom. *summonsa, for L. 
summonita, fem. pp. used sb. of summonére. 


summum bonum sa4:mom bounom chief 
or supreme good. xvi. L. (Cicero), i.e. 
summum n.sg. of summus highest (cf. suM), 
bonum n.sg. of bonus good used sb. (cf. 
BOON). 


sump samp tmarsh xv; (dial.) dirty pool; 
pit for collecting water xvii. —- (M)LG., 
MDou. sump, or in mining use, corr. to G. 
sumpf, xel. to SWAMP. 


sumpitan sa:mpiton blow-gun used by 
Malays. xvii (T. Herbert)  - Malay 


[885] 


SUNDER 
blowpipe, prop. 





sumpitan, f. sumpit 


narrow. 


sumpter sA:mPtor Tdriver of a pack-horse 


XIV; pack-horse xvi - OF. som(m)etier, 
Pr. saumatier :- Rom. *saumatàrius, f. late 
L. sagmat-, sagma — Gr. sdgma equipment, 
baggage, packsaddle (see SUMMER?). 


sumptuary sa'mPtjuori pert. to expendi- 


=L. sumptuärius, f. 
expenditure, expense, f. sumpt-, sūmere 
consume, spend; see -ARY and cf. F. 
somptuaire, etc. So su'mptuous made at 
great cost xv (Caxton); t spending largely 


ture, XVI. sumptus 


XVI. —(O)F. somptueux = Pr. sumptuos, 
Sp. suntuoso, etc.-L. sumptudsus, f. 
sumptu-s. 


sun san the brightest of the heavenly 


bodies, the orb of day, OE. sunne (fem.) = 
OFris. sunne, OS. sunna, OHG. sunna (Du. 
zon, G. sonne), ON. (poet.) sunna, Goth. 
sunnō, beside OE. sunna (m.), OHG., OS. 
sunno :— CGerm. *sunnón, -on; f. IE. *su- 
with z-formative, beside *sáu- with l- 
formative in Homeric Gr, éélios :— *sdweltjos 
(Attic hélios), L. sol, OE. sol, ON. sól, Goth. 
sauil, W. haul. Hence vb. xvi; sunny!. xri 
(Cursor M.)  comps. su nBEAM. OE. 
sunn(e)béam. su'nBURN sb. xvir, f. the vb. 
(xvi) back-formation from sunburning (xv1), 
sunburnt (sunne ybrent xiv); OE. had sb. 
sunbryne. sur nbpEW plant of genus Drosera. 
xvi (Lyte) tr. Du. son-, sundauw — G. 
sonnentau, tr. L. ros solis. SU'MDIAL. XVI. 
sundown setting of the sun xviI. perh. 
shortening of Tsunne gate downe (xv), tsun 
go downe (XVI). SU‘NFLOWER plant whose 
flowers turn towards the sun; tr. modL. flds 
sólis XVI. SU'NRISE. XV. perb. evolved, 
through syntactical ambiguity, from a clause 
such as before the sun rise (pres. subjunctive 
ofthe vb.) ; cf. ME. sonne rist (X111). su-nsET. 
OE. (late Nhb.) suzset; perh. partly from 
a clause like ere the sun set. SU'nsHADE 
parasol. XIX.  su'nsTROKE, for earlier 
stroke of the sun, tr. F. coup de soleil. xix. 
su'n-UP (U.S.) sunrise ; after sun-down XIX. 


sundae sa:ndei portion of ice cream served 


with syrup, etc. xx. orig. U.S.; accepted as 
alt. of SUNDAY for some obscure reason. 


Sunday sa-‘ndi first day of the week. OE. 


sunnandzeg (Nhb. sunnadzg) = OF ris. sun- 
nandei, OS. sunnondag, OHG. sunnun (-on)- 
tag (Du. zondag, G. sonntag), ON. sunnudagr ; 
Germ. tr. of L. dés sdlis = late Gr. pépa 
Alov ‘day of the sun’; surviving as three 
syllis. till xiv; cf. Monpay for the formation. 
G For S. clothes cf. F. s’endimancher dress in 
one's S. best (f. dimanche Sunday). 


sunder sa'ndar phr. im s., asunder, apart 


xiur (Cursor M.). alt. of ASUNDER (OE. 
onsundran, -um) by substitution of IN! for 
ON (o, a), partly after ON. £ sundr (— OHG. 
in sunter). So su:nder vb. separate, part. 
Late OE. sundrian (beside syndrian), for 
earlier dsundrian, and ge-, on-, tdsundrian, 


SUNN 


corr. to OHG. sunt(a)rén, sund(e)rén (G. 
sondern), ON. sundra, f. Germ. adv. 
(‘separately’) repr. by OE. sundor, OFris. 
sunder, OS. sundar (MLG. sunder; also 
prep. and conj., Du. zonder prep.), OHG. 
suntar (MHG. sunder adj., adv., prep., 
conj., G. sonder adv., adj., with var. sondern 
but), ON. sundr, Goth. sundré, formed with 
compar. or oppositive suffix on IE. *su- repr. 
also by Skr. sanitur besides, sanutar apart 
from, Gr. Aáteros (Attic héteros) one of two, 
Gr. dter without, W. hanner half (1— *sntero-), 
and (without ż- suffx) L. sine, Toch. sne, snai, 
Goth. inu, OHG. ano, Gr. dneu without. So 
sundry sa‘ndri several, various. OE. syndrig 
separate, special, private, exceptional, corr. 
to MLG. sunder(i)ch, OHG. sunt(a)ric; 
see -Y’. sundries sa‘ndriz miscellaneous 
small articles. XIX; cf. odds. 


sunn san shrub Crotalaria juncea, culti- 
vated for its fibre. XVIIL. = Urdu, Hindi san 
~ Skr. çãndá hempen. 

Sunni sa'ni orthodox Mohammedan, who 
accepts the Sunna (body of tradition) as of 
equal authority with the Koran. xvu. - 
Arab. sunni lawful, f. sunna^ form, way, 
course, rule. 


sunnud sa'nad deed of grant, charter. 
xvi. - Urdu sunnud - Arab. sanad signa- | $ 
ture, deed, diploma. 


sunnyasee, -asi sanjā'si Brahman in the 
fourth stage of his life. xvir. - Urdu, 
Hindi sannydsi -Skr. samnydsin laying 
aside, abandoning, ascetic, f. sam together -+ 
ni down-i-as throw. S 


sup! sap take liquid into the mouth in small 
quantities. OE. siipan, pt. séap = MLG. 
süpen, OHG. süfan (Du. zuipen, G. saufen 
drink, booze), ON. supa :- CGerm. (exc. 
Gothic) str. vb. ; this vb. continued in ME. 





SUPERFINE 


superphorsphate, su:persubsta-ntial ; but this 
syll. carries the main stress when a contrast 
is implied with the radical el., e.g. superman, 
su'perstructure; in supe-rfluous and supe-rla- 
tive the stress is on the second syll. of the 
prefix. 

'The chief meanings are: (1) over, above, 
at the top (of), in advb., prep., or adj. force, 
as su:peraltar (xiv), -cele:stial (xvi), su:per- 
structure (Xv11) ; (2) higher in rank, quality, 
or degree, as su:peresse:ntial (Xvi), super- 
mundane (XVII), superse-nsual (xviI); (3) in 
or to the highest or a very high degree, 
(hence) in excess, as  swperabound, 
-abu:ndant (xv, Bokenham,  Hoccleve), 
superfine; (4) expressing addition, as 
supera:dd (xv), su:per-tax (xx). Cf. SUPRA-, 
SUR-?*, 


superable s/lü:porobl that can be overcome. 


xvii. — L. superábilis, f. superüre overcome, 
f. super ; see prec., -ABLE, INSUPERABLE. 


uperannuated slüporze:njueitid disquali- 
fied or impaired by age. xvi. f. medL. 
superannudtus, alt. of superannátus (cf. F. 
suranné), f. super SUPER-- annus year, with 
assim. to annuus ANNUAL; see -ATE?, -ED!. 
So su:peramnua‘TION. XVII. 


uperb slup3-1b of noble or magnificent 
proportions XVI; grandly furnished xvi. 
— (O)F. superbe or L. superbus (whence also 
It. superbo) proud, superior, distinguished, 
f. super above (suPER-) 4- *bh-, as in probus 
(see PROBITY). Q Earlier tsuperbious. 


upercargo slüporkaá-gou (naut.) officer 
who superintends the cargo. xvrr. alt., by 
substitution of SUPER-, of supraCARGO (XV1I- 
xıx) — Sp. sobrecargo, F. subrécargue; cf. 
modL. suprácaricárius (Statutes of Geneva, 


1567). 


süpe, sowpe, pp. sopen, giving place to | supercilious s/üporsrlios haughtily con- 


wk. forms with short stem vowel from XIV 
onwards, which were based partly on OE. 
(Nhb.) pt. gesupede, pres. ind. pl. suppas. 
Hence sb. xvi. 

sup? sap take supper. xil. - OF. super, 
soper (mod. souper) = Pr. sopar, f. Germ. 
*sup- (see SOP, SUP}, and cf. SOUP). 

sup- see SUB-. 


supari supá'ri areca palm. xvii Hindi. 


temptuous. xvi. —L. supercilidsus, f. L. 
supercilium eyebrow, f. super SUPER--F 
cilium (lower) eyelid, perh. f. *kel- hide, 
CONCEAL. 


supererogation  slüporeróger|on per- 


formance of good works beyond what is 
required. xvi. -late L. supererogátió(n-), 
f. L. supererogadre. | su pererogatony? 
-ro-gateri. xvi —scholL. supererogatérius. 


supawn sopó:n (U.S.) maize porridge. | superficies slüpoifi:]fimz, -fisiiz, -fi-fiz sur- 


xvin. Natick saupáun softened; cf. Du. 
sapaen, 


supe sJap (sl.) short for next. 


super s/i-pai short for SUPERFICIAL, SUPER- 
FINE, SUPERINTENDENT, SUPERNUMERARY. 
XIX. 


super- slüpor prefix repr. L. super-, being 


face. XVI. = L., f. super SUPER- I + facies 
FACE. Earlier superfice (xiv, Ch.)- OF. 
So superfi:cial sJüpoififol T(math.) com- 
pounded of two prime factors xiv (‘Trevisa) ; 
pert. to the surface or superficies xv; con- 
cerned only with the surface xvi. - late 
L. superficidlis ; cf. F. superficiel. 


the adv. and prep. super above, on the top | superfine  s/ü:poifain, slüpoifarn  Tex- 


of, beyond, besides, rel. to sus- as Skr. 
upári above, over, moreover, to úpa up, 
hither, to, towards. 

The gen. rule for the stressing of super- 
comps. is that the prefix carries a secondary 
stress, eg. swpera'rdd, su:pereroga'tion, 
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tremely subtle xv; over-refined xvi; ex- 
tremely fine xvii. -medL. *superfinus 
(implied in superfinitás), f. L. super-- medL.. 
finus FiNE*. G. superfin was applied by 
Paracelsus to silver of the highest grade. 
Cf. F. superfin, surfin, Sp. It. sopraffino. 


SUPERFLUOUS 


SUPPER 





superfluous sJupd-1flues that is more than 
sufficient. xv. f. L. superfluus, whence, 
through F. superflu, earlier tsuperflue (xtv), 
f. super SUPER--+ fluere FLOW; see -ous. So 
superflu:irv. xiv (Ch.). - (O)F. - late L. 


superhuman slüpoihjü'mon higher than 
(that of) man. xvn. - late L. superhiimdnus ; 
see SUPER-, HUMAN. Cf. FE. surhumatn. 
@ Similar comps. are Gr. daepnvopiwv 
(Homer), vrepiveop (Hesiod), $mepavÜponros 
(Lucan). Cf. SUPERMAN. 

superintend siū:pərinte'nd have the over- 
sight of. xviI (Bacon). = ecclL. superin- 


tendere, rendering Gr. episkopein; see 
SUPER-, INTEND. So su:perinte'ndENT 


official having chief charge or oversight; 
in earliest use applied to Christian ministers 


in some church polities, as repr. Gr. 
episkopos ‘overseer’ (see BISHOP). XVI. 
—- ecclL. superintendent-, -éns. 

superior slupio':rior situated higher xiv 


(Gower); of higher degree or status xv; 
s. to (Ts. than) xvi. sb. xv. ~ OF. superiour 
(mod. supérieur), corr. to It. superiore, 
Sp. superior - L. superiórem, nom. -ior, 
compar. of superus that 1s above, f. super; 
see SUPER-, -IOR. So superiority -o'riti. 
xvi. = (O)F. supériorité or medL. 


superlative s/upd-slativ (Gram.) xtv (Ch.); 
surpassing all others xv. —(O)F. superlatif, 
-ive = Pr, superlatiu, Sp., It. superlativo = 
late L. superidtivus, f. superldtus (used as 
pp. of superferre), f. super SUPER---lát- 
(1- *tlat-), pp. stem of tollere take away (cf. 
EXTOL) ; see -IVE. 


superman slü'poimen ideal superior type 
of man. 1903 (G. B. Shaw). tr. of G. über- 
mensch, as used in 'Zarathustra' 1883, by 
F. W. Nietzsche, German philosopher 
(1844-1900), f. über OvER-I- mensch human 
being (cf. OE. mennisé human). Q Beyond- 
man (A. Tille, 1896) and overman (T. Com- 
mon, 1901) were earlier renderings, as in F. 
were superhomme (1898) and surhomme 
(Lichtenberger 1x901); G. übermensch is 
historically a back-formation from über- 
menschlich (1527, tr. late L. superhiimdnus 
SUPERHUMAN). 


supernaculum s/üpoine'kjülom (drink) to 
the last drop. xvi (zag-, Nashe). modL., 
tr. G. auf den nagel (trinken) on to the nail. 
See CAROUSE. 


supernal slup3:nol existing in the heavens. 
xv. -OF. supernal or medL. supernális, 
L. supernus, f. super; see SUPER- and cf. 
externus EXTERNAL. 


supernaturaL! sJüpoinae-tforol transcending 
the natural. xvr. - medL. supernátürális 
(Thomas Aquinas), f. L. super SUPER 2 + 
nátüra NATURE. So superna:turalrv*. xv; 
after medL. superndtirdliter. 


supernumerary s/ipoimjimorari beyond 
the due number, xvii (Bacon) -lateL. 
supernumerárius, f, super numerum; see 
SUPER, NUMBER, -ARY. 


superpose slüporpouzz place above or upon. 
XIX. — F. superposer (see SUPER- 1, POSE!); 
after L. superpónere. So SW perPOSI[TION 
(geom.) xvii; (gen.) xix. - F. or late L. 


superscribe slüporiskrarb inscribe on the 
top or surface of. -L. superscribere, f. 
SUPER- I --scribere (see SCRIBE). So super- 
scri:prioN. xiv (Wycl. Bible). - late L. 


supersede sJipaisi-d Tpostpone xv; tde- 
sist or refrain from ; Trender superfluous or 
void xvi; take the place of something set 
aside xvii. In early use often -cede. ~ OF. 
supercéder, later -séder — L... supersedére (1n 
medL. often -cédere) set above, be superior 
to, refrain from, omit, f. super SUPER- 2+ 
sedēre SIT. supersedeas -si'diæs (leg.) 
writ commanding the stay of proceedings. 
XIV (PPL). L. ‘you shall desist’, 2nd pers. 
sg. pres. subj. of supersedére. supersE's- 
SION setting aside of a rule, etc. XVII; sub- 
stitution of a person in the place of one 
removed xix. F. or medL.; an earlier ex. 
with sense ‘desisting’ appears in Blount 
‘Glossographia’, 1656, copying Cotgrave. 


superstition slüpoisstirf[on religious belief 

or practice founded on fear or ignorance. 
xv. — (O)F.. superstition or L. superstitio(n-), 
f. superstáre stand on or over, f. super 
SUPER- I + stãre STAND; see -TION. So 
superstitious. XIV (Ch.). - (OJF. super- 
stitieux or L. superstitiosus. 


supersubstantial sjü:porsobstz-n[9l spiri- 
tual (in s. bread, i.e. of the Eucharist); 
transcending all substance. xvi (More). 
— ecclL. (Vulg.) supersubstantiülis, tr. Gr. 
ebiousios Matt. vi 11 in the Lord's Prayer, 
which is usu. taken to mean '(bread) pert. to 
the coming day'; see SUPER- I, 2, SUB- 
STANTIAL. 


supervene slüpoivin occur as something 
additional. xvii. — L. supervenire, f. super 
SUPER- 4+ venïre COME. So superve'-niENT. 
XV. =L. supervenient-, -éns, prp. of 
supervenire. 


supervise slü:poivaiz tsurvey xvi (Sh.); 
have the oversight of xvi. f. supervis-, 
pp. stem of medL. supervidére, f. L. super 
SUPER- 1 -- vidére. So supervrsioN. XVII. 
- medL. 


supination s/üpainer[on action of turning 
the hand or fore limb so that the back of it 
is downward or backward. xvi. -L. 
supindtio(n-), f. supindre, f. supinus; see 
next, -ATION. 


supine s!ü:pain adj. lying on one's back 
xv; mentally or morally inert xvii. = L. 
supinus, f. Italic *sup-, repr. in L. super 
above, superus higher, SUPERIOR; see -INE!. 
So sb. form of verbal noun ending in -tum, 
-ti, -sum, -sü. XVI (Lyly) -nsg. of 
supinus used sb. ; cf. F. supin ; this usage has 
not been satisfactorily explained. 


supper sa‘por last meal of the day. xin. 
ME. supe'r(e), sope:r(e), and swber, so-per, 
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SUPPLANT 


‘later soupper, sopper, supper- OF. soper, | 


super (mod. souper), sb. use of soper SUP?; 
see -ER*. 


supplant sopla-nt dispossess another, esp. 
treacherously xin (implied in supplanter, 
Cursor M., as applied to the Heb. patriarch 
Jacob, whose name has that meaning; see 
Gen, xxvii); Tuproot xvi; ttrip up; bring 
down, bring low xiv. — (O)F. supplanter or 
L.. supplantdre overthrow, f. sub suB- 7+ 
planta sole of the foot, PLANT. 


supple sa‘p! Tsoft, yielding x111 (RGlouc.): 
pliant, flexible xiv (Ch.); compliant xiv. 
ME. souple = (O)F. souple :- Rom. *supples, 
f. L. supplex, -plic- submissive, suppliant, 
lit. bending under, f. sub suB- 1 + *plic- 
bend (see PLIANT). 


supplement sa4:plimont something added 
to supply a deficiency xiv (Wycl. Bible, 
Trevisa); supply, provision, reinforcement 
xv (Caxton). — L. supplēmentum, f. supplére 
SUPPLY ; cf. F. supplément (Xv1); see -MENT. 


suppliant sa-pliant one who supplicates or 
petitions, Xv. — F. suppliant (superseding 
OF. soupleiant, -oiant), prp. of supplier, 
Tsoupleier — L. supplicare SUPPLICATE; see 
-ANT. Also as adj. XVI. 


supplicate sa'plikeit beg humbly xv; at 
Oxford University, present a formal petition 
for a degree xvir. f. pp. stem of L. suppli- 
cãre, f. sub SUB- 7 + t*plic- bend (see PLIANT); 
see -ATE?, So su:pplicantT sb. (Hooker) and 
£dj. (Sh.) suppliant. xvi. =L. prp. of 
supplicare. swpplicat formal petition. 
xvit, — L. '(he) supplicates', 3rd sg. pres. 
ind. of supplicáre; used as the first word 
of a petition. supplica-TION. xiv (Ch., 
Gower). - (O)F. - L. 

supply soplar -belp, succour, complete, 
supplement; make up for, compensate ; fill 
(another's place) xiv; fulfil, discharge 
(office or function) xv; furnish, provide xvi; 
take the place of, now only as a minister’s 
substitute XVII. Late ME. (in earliest use 
mainly Sc.) sup(p)le, sowple, later supplie = 
OF. so(u)pleer, earlier soup(p)leier, -oier, 
later supplier (mod. suppléer) ~ L. supplére 
fill up, make good, complete (whence also 
Pr., Sp. suplir, Pg. supprir, It. supplire), f. 


SURAL 


corr. to SUPPOSITION sapazi' fan tsomething 
held to be true as the basis of argument xv; 
assumption of this hypothetical inference 
or belief xvi. —(O)F. supposition or medL. 
suppositio(n-), used as a rendering of Gr. 
j7óÜceow HYPOTHESIS, in older L. recorded 
only in senses ‘placing under’ and 'substitu- 
tion’; cf. POSITION. So suppositiTIOUS 
sopoziti'os deceitfully substituted. xvit. 
f. L. supposititius, -ictus, f. pp. stem of sup- 
ponere. suppositonv sopo'zitori plug to be 
introduced into the rectum. xIv. - medL. 
suppositórium, n. sg. of adj. f. late L. sup- 
posit-, supponere. Cf. (O)F. suppositoire 
(xu). 


suppress sopres put down by force or 


authority xiv (Wyclif) ; subdue; keep secret, 
not to express XVI. f. suppress-, pp. stem of 
L. supprimere, f. sub SUB- 2-|- premere PRESS. 
So suppre:ssioN. xvi —- L. So suppre's~ 
SIVE. XVIII (J.). 


suppurate sa‘pjiireit Tcause to form pus 


XVI; secrete pus XVII. f. pp. stem of L. 
suppüràare, f. sub SUB- 1-i- pis PUS ; see -ATE?. 
So suppura’TION. XVI. — L. 


supra- slū'prə repr. L. suprd adv. and prep., 


above, beyond, in addition (to), before the 
time of, in comps. parallel to those of super-, 
but with a different distribution; used in 
many techn. terms, esp. anat. and zool. )( 
INFRA- and SUB-. su‘pralapSa-RIAN pert. 
to the view that God’s election of some was 
antecedent to the Fall of Man )( infra- 
lapsarian xvii. suprali-minal (psych.) 
above the threshold of consciousness. XIX; 
after SUBLIMINAL. 


supremeslupri:m A. (poet.) loftiest, topmost; 


B. highest in authority or rank; of the highest 
quality or degree. XVI. — L. suprémus (whence 
also F. supréme, Sp., It. supremo), f. suprd; 
see prec. and for the formation cf. EXTREME. 
In sense B first used in titles s. head and 
s. governor in the enactments of Henry VIII’s 
and Elizabeth’s reigns respectively, dealing 
with the position of the sovereign as the 
paramount authority (as against the Bishop 
of Rome). Hence (after PRIMACY) supre- 
macy s/upre-masi. xvi (in earliest use with 
ref. to the s. head or governor); whence F. 


sub suB- 7-+~plére fill (plénus FULL). Hence | SUprématie, etc. 


sb. xv (in early use mainly Sc.). 


support sopout endure, tolerate (now a 
gallicism) xiv (Wycl. Bible); strengthen the 
position of xiv (Gower); furnish sustenance 
for xv (Lydg.); keep from failing xvi. 
— (O)F. supporter — Pr. supportar, etc. —- L. 
supportare, £. sub SUB- 7-- bortàre carry (cf. 
PORT). Hence, or partly - F., sb. xiv 
(Gower); obs. syns. are tsupportance (xv), 
Tsubportation (xiv, Ch),  Tsupportment 
(xvi1), Tsupporture (xvi). 


suppose sopouz Tbelieve, think, guess; 
assume as a hypothesis xiv; infer hypo- 
thetically, incline to think xvi. - (O)F. 
sup( p)oser, f£. sub SUB- 7 J- poser POSE!, as a vb. 
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sur=' var. of SUB-. 


sur=" sd1, sar -(O)F. sur-, earlier sor-, 
sour(e)- :—- L. super, used in various senses 
of SUPER-. 


sura' su‘ra fermented juice of species of 
palm. xvi. —Skr. surd. 


sura? sū'ra section of the Koran. XVII. 
— Arab. sürah. 


surah s!/uo'ra soft twilled silk fabric. xix. 
repr. F. pronunc. of SURAT. 


sural siuə'rəl pert. to the calf of the leg. 
XVII. —modL. sirdlis, f. sūra; see -AL! and 
cf. F. sural. 


SURAT 


surat slurx:t, sJuoret, surat designating 
cotton goods orig. made in Surat, a town 
and district in Bombay, India. XVII. 


SURNAME 


In the earliest exx. of the first sense tr. OF. 
sourgeon (mod. surgeon) and prob. ~ its base 
sourge-, pres. stem of sourdre see next). 


surcease sozsrs (arch.) cessation, suspen- | surge? s31d3 ftoss or ride on the waves; 


sion. XVI. f. suvcease vb. (arch.) leave off, 
cease, desist (xv), f. OF. sursis, fem. -sise 
(cf. AN. sursise omission), pp. of surseoir 
refrain, delay, suspend:-L. supersedére 
SUPERSEDE; early assim. in sp. to CEASE. 


surcharge sd-1tjaid3 excessive or exorbi- 
tant charge. XVII. f. the vb. (xv) ~ OF. 


Trise, spring; swell or heave, as a large 
wave XVI; (naut.) slip back, as a rope, etc. 
xvii. f. OF. sourge- (see prec.) or- OF. 
sorgir (mod. surgir) — Cat. sorgir anchor, 
surgir jand, Pr. sorzer, It. sorgere, OF. 
sourdre s= L, surgere rise, beside surrigere, f. 
sub SUB- 4 -regere RULE. 


surcharger. See SUR-?, CHARGE. surgeon s3:idsgon one who heals by manual 


surcingle sd-1singl girth for a horse, etc. 
XIV. — OF. so(u)rcengle, f. sor- sur-* +-cengle 
(mod. sangle) :—- L. cingula, f. cingere gird. 


surcoat s$'ikout outer coat. xiv. — OF. 
sur-, sourcot; see SUR-", COAT, and cf. Pr. 
sobrecot, lt. sopracotta, sorcotio, medL. 
surcotus. 


surd sõid (math.) irrational xvi ; (phonetics) 
voiceless xviir. ~L. surdus deaf, mute, 
silent, (of sound) dull, indistinct. @ The 
sense in math. arises from the use of L. 
surdus to render Gr. dAoyos (Euclid, book x, 
definition 10) speechless, irrational, absurd, 


operation XIV; medical officer in the forces 
XVI. ME. surg()en, — AN. surgien, also 
sirogen, cyrogen, suv(r)igien, contr. of OF. 
serurgien, cir- (mod. chirurgien; cf. CHI- 
RURGEON) — Olt. cirugiano, OPg. celorgião, 
surgido (mod. Pg. cirurgido) - Rom. *chi- 
rurgianu-s, £. L. chirurgia — Gr. kheirouvgía, 
f. kheirourgós, f. khefr hand --erg- wonk. So 
SU'TgERY  surgeon's art XIV; medical 
practitioner's consulting room XIX. = OF. 
surgerie, contr. of sirurgerie, f. sirurgien. 
SU'TgICAL pert. to surgery or a surgeon. 
XVIII. alt. of CHIRURGICAL (XVII), after 
surgeon, surgery. 


through the medium of Arab. jadr agamm | suricate  su»rikeit viverrine burrowing 


lit. ‘deaf root’. 
sure fuor tsafe, secure XIV-XVII ; trustworthy, 


carnivore of S. Africa. xvi. — F. suricate, 
of native S. African origin. 


steadfast xiv; subjectively certain XiV; ob- | Surinam slusrinzg:m S. American country 


jectively certain xv. - OF. sur-e, earlier 
séur-e (mod. sr) — Pr. sepur, Sp. seguro, 
It. sicuro i- L. sécürus SECURE. So surety? 
[uoti safety, security, certainty; bond 
entered into for the performance of an 
undertaking xiv; person undertaking this, 
bail xv. — OF. surte, séurte (mod. süreté) 
f- L. sécuritüt-, -tüs SECURITY, SUretysHIP. 
XV1 (Coverdale). 


Surf soif swell of the sea breaking on the 
shore XVIIL; mass of foamy water on a shore 


otherwise called Dutch Guiana, in specific 
names of animals, plants, and products, 
from xvii (Goldsmith). 


surly sd-xli tlordly, majestic; masterful, 


imperious, haughty xvi; churlishly ill- 
humoured xvii (‘As surly as a butchers dog’, 
Ray, 1670). alt. of Tsiriy (xiv—xvi1), f. siR-+ 
LY. 


surima s3:ma cosmetic powder used by 


Indian women. xvii. Urdu — Pers. surma(h). 


XVII. In early use sometimes in phr. surf | Surmaster s3:1mivstoi second master of 


of the sea; continuing in sense and chrono- 
logy Tsuff (of the sea) XVI-XVII, and perh. an 
alt. of the latter by assoc. with suRGE!. 
Q Both suff and surf are first used with ref. 


St. Paul's School, London. xvi. Alt. of orig. 
submaster (== hypodidascalus in Erasmus’s 
lett.) - medL. submagister, f. sub- SUB- 2 + 
magister MASTER. 


to the coast of India. surmise  sommarz ‘+charge upon, allege 


surface sd-ifis outermost boundary or part 
of a material body; superficies. xvi. =F. 
surface (XVY), f. sur suR-? 4-face FACE, after 
L. SUPERFICIES ; cf. Sp. sobrefaz, T-haz, Pg. 
sobreface. 


surfeit s5-1fit excess, superfluity (now only 


against XV; fdevise, suppose xvI; infer 
conjecturally xvir. f. AN., OF. surmis(e), 
pp. of surmetire-late L. supermittere (in 
medL. accuse), f. super SUPER- + mittere 
put. So sb. fallegation xv; conjecture 
XVI. 


as fig. from later sense) XIII (Cursor M.); surmount ssoimau’nt rise above. XIV (Ch.). 


excessive indulgence esp. in eating or 


— (OJF. surmonter; see SUR-?, MOUNT?. 


drinkig XIV; morbid condition arising | surmullet  s»imaálit red mullet. xvu 


from this XVI; nausea, satiety xvii. - OF. 
Sur-, sorfeit, -fet — Pr. sobrefach :- Rom. 
*superfactum, sb. use of pp. of *superficere 
(cf. late L. superficiens excessive, OF. sor- 
faisant immoderate), f. super SUPER- 3 + 
facere DO, act. Hence surfeit vb. xiv. 


surge’ s3id3 tfountain, source xv (Caxton) ; 
rolling swell of the sea xvi; (naut.) slipping 
back of a rope wound round a capstan XVIII. 
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(Willoughby). — F. surmulet, OF. sor (mod. 


saur) red, of unkn. orig., + mulet MULLET. 


Cf. SORREL*. 


surname ‘ss-Ineim fname or epithet 


added to a person’s name(s), derived from 
his birthplace or from some quality or 
achievement; person's family name )( 
Christian name xiv. Partial tr. of tsurnoun 
(xiv/XV) — AN. surnoun, (O)F. surnom, f. 


SURPASS 
sur- SUR-*+ noun NAME (cf. NOUN), after 
med. super-, suprdndmen (cf. late L. super- 
nomunare). Hence vb. xvi. 


surpass soipa's go beyond. xvi. = F. sur- 
passer, Í. sur- SUPER- 2-+passer PASS. 


surplice sõuplis long white linen vestment 
for eccl. use. xur. — AN. surplis, OF. sour- 
pelis (mod. surplis) == Pr. sobrepelitz, ete. 
— medL. superpellicium, -eumn (sc. vestimentum 
garment), sb. use of n. of adj. f. super SUPER- 
Id pellicia fur garment (see PELISSE); so 
called because orig. put on over furred gar- 
ments worn in church. The cons. combina- 
tion rpl occasions various deviations from 
the normal forms. 


surplus sd-iplos amount remaining in 

excess. XIV (Ch). ~AN., surplus, OF. 
so(u)rplus (mod. surplus) — Pr. sobreplus — 
medL. superplüs, f. suber SUPER- 4 d- plüs 
more (see FULL). So strrplusacE (Liydg.). 
~ medL. surplüságtum. 


surprise soipravz (mil) sudden attack or 
capture Xv (phr. take by s.); something 
unexpectedly sudden xvi; feeling caused 
by this xvir. ~(O)F. surprise (corr. to Sp., 
It. sorpresa), sb. use of pp. fem. of surprendre. 
So surprise vb. fovercome with desire, 
etc. xv (Caxton); assail suddenly, take 
unawares XVI; affect with surprise XVII. 
prob. first in pp. f. (O)F. surpris(e), pp. of 
surprendre = Pr. sobreprendre, etc. += medL. 
superprehendere, f. L. super 3UR- + præ- 
hendere seize (cf. PREHENSILE); the com- 
position of overtake is similar. Earlier vars. 
are Tsupprise sb. (xv), vb. (xiv), and susprise 
vb. (xiv), based on ÀN. supris, souspris. 
surrealism — soiriolizm form of art in 
which interpretation of dream phenomena 
is attempted. xXx. = F. surréalisme (A. 
Breton, 1924); see sun-?, REALISM. So 
surre-aLisr, surrealrsric. 


surrebutter  saribatoi (leg) plaintiff's 
reply to a defendant's rebutter. xvir. f. 
SUR-* - REBUTTER, after SUFREJOI*NDER (XVI), 
plaintiff's reply to defendant's rejoinder. 


surrender sore:ndoi (leg.) giving up of an 
estate or tenancy ; giving up of oneself. xv. 





- AN. surrender, OF. inf. surrendre used as i 


Sb. (see -ER?), whence surrender vb. xv 
— AN. surrender, OF. surrendre; see SUR-, 
RENDER; cf. AL. superreddere (X11), sursum- 
reddere (xiii). 


surreptitious sarepti‘Jas obtained by 

fraudulent misrepresentation xv; obtained 
by stealth xvi. f. L. surreptitius, -icius, 
f. surrept-, pp. stem of surripere seize 
secretly, (Vulg.) make false suggestions, f. 
sub SUB- 6--rapere seize (cf. RAPTURE); see 
-ITIOUS. 


surrogate  s4'rogot deputy, spec. of a 
judge, bishop. xvir. - L. surrogátus, var. of 
subrogütus, pp. of subrogáre put in another's 
place, f. sub suB- 84-rogáre ask, ask for or 
propose the appointment of (see ROGA- 
TION), rel. to regere direct (cf. RULE). 





SUSPECT 


surround sorau'nd +A. overflow xv; B. en- 


compass, go round xvii. — AN. sur(o)under, 
OF. s(o)uronder overflow, (also) abound, 
surpass, dominate = Pr. sobrondar :~ late 
L. superundare overflow (fig), f. super 
SUPER- + unddre rise in waves, f. unda 
wave (see WATER); cf. ABOUND, REDOUND. 
@ Sense B was expressed earlier by round 
(Sh.), of which surround was perh. appre- 
hended as an intensive compound. 


surtax s5iteks additional tax. xix. =F. 


suriaxe; see SUR-, TAX. 


surtout ss5'1tü, süitü' greatcoat, overcoat. 
xvu. = F., f. sur above (cf. sun-) 4 tout 
everything (+= Rom. *tottum, for L. tõtum 
n. of totus TOTAL). 


surturbrand  s5:tojibrend (min.) lignite 
as occurring in Iceland. xvi. — G. surtur- 
brand — Icel. surtarbrandr, f. Surtar, g. of 
Surtr (rel. to svarir SWART), name of a 
fire-giant + brandr BRAND. 


surveillance soiverlons watch kept over a 
person or thing. XIX. - F-., f. surveiHer, f. 
sur-+ veiller watch (:- L. vigiláre) ; see SUR-, 
VIGILANT, -ANCE. 


survey  soivel: oversee, supervise XV; 
determine the conditions of (a tract of 
ground); tinspect; take a wide view of xvi. 
— AN. surceier, -veir, OF. so(u)rveeir (pres. 
stem surcey-):- medL. supervidére, f£. L. 
super vidére see; cf. sUR-?, VISION. Hence 
su'rvey sb. xvi; earler jsurviEeWw. xv. 
— AN., OF. surveue. So survey:oR'. Xv. 
- AN., OF. sur-, sorve(i)our. 


survive soivai-v remain alive, live on xv; 

outlive xvr. — AN. suroivre, OF. sourvivre 
(mod. sur-) — Pr. sobreviure, etc. =L. 
supervivere, f. super + vivere live; see 
SUPER- 4, VIVID. Hence survi' vAL?. XVI 
(Chapman). survi'voR’. XVI. 


susceptible sose:ptibl capable of under- 
going or being affected (by) xvr (Bacon); 
subject to impression XVIII. =~ late L. 
susceptibilis (Boethius), f. suscept-, pp. stem 
of suscipere, f. sub SUB- 7--capere take (cf. 
CAPABLE). So (O)F. An earlier syn. in the 
first sense was susce'ptive (xvi) - late L. 
susceptivus. 


suslik sa‘slik species of ground squirrel. 
xviii. — Russ. suslik; cf. F. souslic, -lk. 


suspect s4'spekt, sospe:kt under suspicion; 
Thaving suspicion XIV ; sb. suspected person 
XVI ; disused in the adj. after c.1700, and in 
the sb. after c.1600 until revived in XIX 
after the F. use of the word for 'one 
suspected of hostility or indifference to the 
Revolution’ (cf. la loi des suspects 1793); 
~(O)F. suspect or L. suspectus, pp. of 
suspicere look up (to), admire, suspect, f. 
sub suUB- 7-+specere look (cf. ESPY); on the 
pp. stem of this L. vb. was formed suspe':ct 
vb. xv; cf. F. suspecter, Sp. sospechar, It. 
sospettare, and inspect, respect. 
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SUSPEND 


suspend sospe:nd A. hold up, put off xii 
(S. Eng. Leg.); B. hang (up) xv. - (O)F. 
suspendre or L. suspendere, f. sub SUB- 7+ 
pendére hang (see PENDENT). Hence sus- 
pender! tone who suspends xvi; (orig. 
U.S.) that by which something is suspended 
XIX. So suspe'nse condition of being 
suspended. Xv. = AN., OF. suspens or 
suspense abeyance, delay, repr. medL. sb. 
uses of n. and fem. of pp. of L. suspendere. 
xvi. suspe-nsION = (O)F. suspension or L. 
(Vitruvius). 


suspicion sospr|on action of suspecting. 


xiv (R. Mannyng). - AN. suspeciun, var. of 


OF. sospegon (rnod. soupgon) — Pr. sospeiso, 
Pg. suspeição :- medL. suspectió(n-). he 
earliest forms suspecio(u)n began to be 
superseded before 1400 by assim. to OF. 
suspicion or L. suspicio. 

suspire sospalo'r (arch.) sigh (for) xv. 
~L. suspirdre, f. sub SUB- 7 + spirare 
breathe (cf. SPIRANT). 


sustain sostei:Àn Tsupport, uphold the course 
of, keep in being x111; endure without failing; 
bear the weight of x1v. ME. sos-, susteine 
— AN. sustein-, OF. so(u)stein-, tonic stem of 
so(u)stenir (mod. soutenir), corr. to Pr., Sp. 
sostener, lt. sostenere — L.. sustinere, f. sus- 
SUB- 7 + tenére hold, keep (cf. TENOR!, AT- 
TAIN, sustein- etc.). So SustemANCE Sacsti- 
nons means of subsistence x11 (RGlouc., 
S. Eng. Leg.); act of sustaining xiv (Ch.). 
~ AN. sustenaunce, OF. so(u)stenance (mod. 
soutenance)  sustenta-TION. XIV. —(O)F. 
or L 


susurration. slüsArer[on whispering. XIV. 
~late L. susurrátio(n)-, f. L. susurráre, f. 
susurrus whisper (of imit. origin); see 
-ATION. 


sutler s^4:tlor army follower selling pro- 
visions to soldiers. xvi. — Du. tsoeteler 
(mod, zoetelaar), MUG. suteler, sudeler, f. 
tsoetelen (whence tsuttle xvir) befoul, per- 
form mean duties, follow a low trade, f. 
Germ, *sud- (see SUDS). 


suttee sa‘ti Hindu woman who immolated 
herself with her husband's dead body 
xvi; such immolation xIx. = Hindi, 
Urdu :- Skr. sati faithful wife, f. sat good, 
wise, lit. being, prp. of as BE. 


suture s/ü-tjuoi sewing, stitching; (anat., 
bot.) junction. xvi. — F. suture or L. siitiira, 
f. süt-, pp. stem of suere SEW ; see -URE. 


suzerain sü'zorein feudal overlord. xix. 
— F. suzerain, prob. f. sus above, up (:- L. 
süsum, f. sub from below, up+ vorsum, pp.n. 
of vertere turn; cf. -WARD), after souverain 
SOVEREIGN. 


svarabhakti svarabha-kti (philol.) develop- 
ment of a glide vowel between two con- 
sonants. XIX. Skr. ‘sound-separation’. 


svelte svelt slim, slender. xix. F. svelte 
- It. svelto — popL. *exvellitu-s, pp. of *ex- 
vellere, f. 11. ex ux-!-F vellere pluck. 


SWALLOW 


swab swob mop xvi; absorbent mass of 
fabric for cleansing xviii. So vb. (dial.) 
sway about xv; mop up xvlil; swa:bbert! 
member of a crew that swabs decks. Xvi. 
f. Germ. base meaning ‘sway about’, 
‘splash in water’, as in (M)LG. swabben 
splash, sway, slap, Norw. svabba splash, 
wade, LG. swabber (G. schwabber) mop, 
swab, Du. zwabberen mop. 


swaddle swo:dl bind (an infant) in lengths 
of bandage. xv. f. SWATHE -+ -LE?. The 
earliest record of the formation is in 
swadelbond swaddling-clothes XIII; for the 
phonology cf. FIDDLE. Hence swa:ddlinc?- 
band(s) xiv, clothes, tclouts xvi. 





swag sweg (dial.) swaying movement XVII; 
ornamental wreath or festoon XVIII; thief’s 
booty xiX. Sc. vb. (dial.) move or cause to 
move unsteadily xvr; sink down xvii. Of 
obscure origin; cf. Norw. swagga sway. 


swage sweid3 tool for bending cold metal. 
xix. — F. suage, earlier souage, of unkn. 
origin: Also swedge. XIX. 


swagger swza'goi behave overbearingly as 
if among inferiors. xvi (Nashe, Sh.). Pre- 
sumably f. swAG-+-ER*. @ Chapman (1598) 
describes it as ‘created as it were by a 
naturall Prosopopeia, without etimologie or 
deriuation'. 


Swahili swahii (one of) a Bantu people 
inhabiting Zanzibar and the adjacent coast; 
their language. xIx. adj. formation on 
Arab. sawdahil, pl. of sahil coast. 


swain swein tyoung man attending on a 
knight; man of low degree xi; Tmale 
servant; tman, youth xuri; farm hand, 
shepherd, rustic; (country) lover xv1. ME. 
szein (Peterborough Chron., La5.) - ON. 
sveinn boy, servant, attendant = OE. swan 
swineherd, MLG. swén, OHG. swein (G. 
dial. schwein) :—- Germ. *swainaz. See also 
BOATSWAIN, COXSWAIN. 


swallow! swolou bird of the genus 
Hirundo. OE. swealwe = OS. swala, OHG. 
swal(a)wa (Du. zwaluw, G. schwalbe), ON. 
svala += CGerm. (exc. Gothic) *swalwén; 
other Germ. types (1) lack w in the final 
syll., (2) have an m-suffix, (3) have a dim. 
k-suffix; Russ. solovej, Czech slavik nightin- 
gale are assumed to be cognate. 


swallow? swolou take into the stomach 
through the mouth and gullet; transf. and 
fig. OE. swelgan, pt. swealh, swulgon, pp. 
swolgen = OS. far|swelgan, OHG. swel(a)- 
han, swalh, giswolgan (Du. swelgen, G. 
schwelgen), ON. svelga, svalg, sulgu, solginn 
:- CGerm. str. vb. (not in Goth.). 
*swelg- *swalg- *swulg-, repr. also by OE. 
geswelg gulf, abyss, OHG. swelgo glutton, 
ON.  svelgr whirlpool, devourer, sylgr 
draught. @ Weak forms of pt. and pp. ap- 
peared xiv. ‘The encroachment of the o of 
the pp. and the a of the pt. upon the present 
was from XII and XI respectively. 
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swami swáü-mi Hindu idol xvii; Hindu 
religious teacher xx. ~ Hindi svdmi master, 
lord, prince (used as a respectful address) 
:- Skr. svamin (also) idol, temple. 


swamp swomp low-lying wet ground. xvit 
(Capt. Snuth); (local) depression in land 
XVIII (Ray). Identical in form with (dial.) 
swamp sunk (xIv), the notion of ‘depression, 
subsidence’ being perh. the connecting 
link. Iíence vb. (orig. pass.). xvii. 


swan swon bird of the genus Cygnus. OE. 
swan = OS. suan, OHG. *swan, swon (G. 
schwan), ON. svanr :- CGerm. (exc. Goth.) 
*swanaz str. m., of which vars. *swanon 
wk. m. and *swanón wk. fem. are repr. by 
MLG., MDu. swãne (Du. zwaan), OHG. 
swana (G. dial. schwane). perh. appro- 
priated orig. to the ‘musical’ swan, and so 
based on IE. *scon- *swen-, repr. by Skr. 
strands noise, scánati 1t sounds, L. sonere, 
sonüre SOUND*, Ir. sennaim I make music. 
comp. swa'n-uppINc! taking up swans to 
mark them for ownership. XVI. upping f. 
up vb. drive up and catch swans. XVI. 


swanimote swo'nimout, swainmote 
sweinmout assembly for superintending 
the clearance of the king's woods of pigs and 
cattle. xii. repr. OE. *swangemoót ‘meeting 
of swineherds’, f. swan swineherd + gemét 
MOOT; the first syll. was assim. to SWAIN. 


swank swenk (sl.) behave ostentatiously. 
xix. A word of the midland areas, having 
a wide application as of activity or vigour, 
taken into gen. sl. use early in xx. 

swap, swop swop  Tstrike, hit; Tmove 
quickly; strike hands on a bargain xiv; 
strike (a bargain); exchange for xvi. prob. 
imit. of a smart resounding blow; cf. G. 
dial. schwappe in same sense, schwappen 
make a clapping or splashing noise, and ints. 
G. schwapp(s), LG. swaps. 'The develop- 
ment of sense from striking to concluding 
a bargain is paralleled in strike and L. 
foedus ferire ‘strike’ a treaty’. Hence swap, 
swop sb. xiv. 

sward swóid Tskin of the body, (dial.) rind 
of pork OE.; upper layer of the earth xv 
(esp. greensward xv ; cf. MLG. grénswarde). 
OE. sweard, corr. to OF ris., MLG., MDu. 
swarde hairy skin, MHG. swarte (G. schwarte 
bacon rind, crust), ON. sverdr skin (of the 
head), walrus hide, svard- in comb., (also) 
greensward ; of unkn. origin. The OE. word, 
if indeed it survived, was reinforced in ME. 
by the Scand. and LG. forms. 


swarm! swéim_ body of bees in a compact 
mass. OE, swearm = OS., MLG. swarm, 
OHG. szvar(a)m (G. schwarm), ON. svarmr 
:- CGerm. (exc. Gothic) *szearmaz, usu. re- 
ferred to the base of Skr. svdratz it sounds, 
L. susurrus hum. Hence vb. gather in a 
swarm or dense crowd. xiv (Ch.). C£, with 
mutation, OE. swirman, *swierman = MLG., 
MDu. swermen, MHG. swármen (G. 
schwärmen). But perh. the base is that of 
SWERVE, 


SWEAR 


swarm? swdim climb up a pole, etc. xvi. 


Of unkn. origin. 

swart swit (arch., dial.) of dark colour. 
OE. sweart = OFris., OS. swart, OHG. 
swarz (Du. zwart, G. schwarz), ON. 
svartr, Goth. swarts -- CGerm. *swartaz 
(a gradation-var. is repr, by ON. sorta 
black colour, sorte dark cloud). Q A 
plausible connexion is seen in the base of 
SORDID. 


swarthy sw5'1ði of dark hue, blackish. xvi. 
unexpl. alt. of tszarty, extension of swart 
with -Y! to produce an adjectival appearance. 


swash! swof dash violently, make a noise 
as of clashing swords xvi. imit.; cf. clash, 
dash, crash, lash, mash. comp. swa:‘sh- 
BU'CKLER swaggerer XVv1 ; lit. one who makes: 
a blustering noise by striking his own or his 
opponent's shield with his sword. 


swash? swof (in turning, etc.) inclined 
obliquely to the axis of the work; (typogr.) 
having flourished strokes to fill gaps xvii. 
Cf. taswash crosswise, aslant (xv1), Of unkn. 
origin. 

swastika swe'stika, swa'- the symbol 4. xix. 
- Skr. svastika, f. svastí well-being, fortune, 
luck, f. sit good-+-asti being (f. as BE). 


swat! swot (dial) squat xvii; hit smartly 
XVIII. dial. var. of SQUAT. 


swat” see SWOT. 


swath swdp ftrack, trace OE.; width of 
grass, etc. cut, measure of grass Jand; now 
of grass, etc. reaped xiv. OE. sweep and 
swapu, corr. to OFris. swethe, MLG. swat, 
swade (Du. zswad, zwade), MHG. swade 
(G. schwade). The var. swathe sweid is now 
characteristic of the north. 


swathe sweió wrapping of linen, etc. Late 
OE. *swep, only in d. pl. szvapum ; rel. to 
swathe vb. late OE. swapian. Cf. SWADDLE. 

sway swei tbias; rule, dominion xvi. So 
vb. move or swing to one side and the 
other XVI. corr. formally to Du. zwaaien 
swing, wave, walk totteringly, LG. swdjen 
move to and fro as with the wind; but pre- 
ceded by late ME. sweigh, sweye, applied to 
sweeping or swinging motion, the vocalism 
of which corr. to that of ON. sveigja bend, 
(intr.) give way; the history is obscure. 

swear sweor pt. swore swodol, pp. sworn 
swoin A. take a solemn oath, intr. and 
trans. B. bind by an oath. C. use profane 
language xv. OE. swerian, pt. swor (rarely 
swerede), pp. -swaren, usu. storen = OFris. 
swaria, swera, OS. swerian, OHG. swer(t)an, 
swōr, gisworan (Du. gweren, G. schwören), 
ON. sverja 1- CGerm. str. vb. (sporadically 
wk.) :- Germ. *swarjan (but Gothic swaran) 
f. *swar-, repr. also by ON. svar, scara 
answer (sb. and vb.), OE. andiswaru ANSWER; 
the ult. origin is disputed. From early times 
the conjugation has been infl. by bear, 
whence the frequency and persistence of 
pt. scare. comp. swea-:r-woRD (orig. U.S.). 
XIX. 
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Sweat swet emit sweat, intr. and trans. 
work hard. OE. swétan = MLG., MDu. 
swéten (Du.  zweeten, OHG.  sweizzan 
roast (G. schweissen fuse, weld) :~ Germ. 
*swaitjan, f. *swaitaz, whence OE. swat, 
OFris., OS. swét (Du. zweet), OHG. sweiz 
(G. schuweiss)), beside  *swaiton, whence 
ON. sveiti sweat; IE. base *swoid-, whence 
also L. südor (:- *swoidós), Skr. svédas; 
from the grade *swid- are Gr. hidrós, W. 
chwys, Lett. (pl.) swiédri, Skr. svidyate, 
OHG. swizzen (G. schwitzen) sweat. sweat 
sb. Țlife-blood (so OE. swat); hard work 
XIII; moisture excreted through the pores 
xiv; colloq. (orig. Se. and U.S.) state of 
impatience or anxiety XVIII. Superseded 
ME. swote (OE. swãt; see above). sweater! 
swetoi XVI; vest of wool to protect from 
cold xix. 


Swede swid native of Sweden xvii; (for 
earlier Swedish turnip xvii) Brassica cam- 
pestris, variety Rutabaga xix. - MLG., 
MDu. Swéde (Du. Zweed), prob. - ON. 
Svíþjóð ‘people of the Swedes’, Sweden, 
f. Svíar Swedes+ þjóð people. 


swedge swed3 see SWAGE. 


sweep swip pt., pp. swept A. remove 
with or as with a broom or brush; clear (a 
surface) in this way x; B. intr. move with 
a strong or swift even motion xiv. ME. 
swepe, in earliest use mainly northern, repl. 
ME. swópe (OE. swápan), either by exten- 
sion of the vowel é of the pt. (OE. swéop), or 
by development ï to ê in OE. *swipian (pt. 
swipode)scourge, or ON. intr. svipa; shorten- 
ing of vowel in pt. and pp. is shown before 
1400. Hence sweep sb. in many uses 
covered by the definitions ‘act of sweeping’ 
(from xvi) and ‘apparatus for sweeping’ 
(from Xv); in the sense ‘chimney-sweeper’ 
(xix) preceded by chimney-sweep and 
tsweep-chimney (both xvi1). comp. sweep=- 
STAKE swi'psteik Tone who takes the 
whole of the stakes in a game xv (used as a 
ship's name till xvi); Ttotal removal xv; 
(prize won in) a contest in which the stakes 
are contributed by the competitors. XVIII. 


sweet swit pleasing to the senses or the 
mind; dearly loved or prized; kindly, 
gracious. OE. swéte = OFris. swéte, OS. 
szóti, OHG. s(wjuogi (Du. zoot, G. süss), 
ON. sw@ir - Germ. *swótja-, *swóti- (not 
in Goth., which shows another grade, suts), 
f. *swot- :- IE. *swad- (*swad-), repr. by 
Skr. suddus, Gr. hédiis, fddis sweet, 
hédesthai rejoice, hédoné pleasure, handd- 
nein please (héadon, héada), L. sudvis 
(:- *swadwis) SUAVE, suddére advise (prop. 
make something pleasant to; cf. DISSUADE, 
PERSUADE). comp. Swee'tbread pancreas. 
xvi; perh. OE. brad flesh = OS. brddo 
ham, calf of leg, etc. ; but the reason for the 
name is unkn. swee-tzN? make sweet xvi; 
superseding sweet vb. OE. swétan. swee't- 
HEART darling xi11 ; loved one xv1; swee':trE 
sweetmeat XVIII ; sweet one XIX. Swee'tING® 


sweetheart xII1; sweet variety of apple xvi. 
Swee'tMEAT Tsweet cake, etc. ; sugarplum, 
lollipop xv; cf. OE. swét-, swotmettas 
dainties. sweet william species of pink, 
Dianthus barbatus xvi (Tusser) Hence 
sb. xur (Cursor M.) ; swee-tLy?, -NEss ; OE. 


swell swel pt. swelled sweld pp. swollen 
swou'len, swelled become larger or greater. 
OE. swellan, pt. sweall, swullon, pp. -swollen 
— Oris. "swella (in 3rd sg. pres. ind. 
swilith), OS. *swellan (in 3rd pl. suellad), 
Du. zwellen, OG. swellan, swall, s(w)ulum, 
gis(zo)ollen (G. schwellen, schwoll, Tschwall, 
geschwollen), ON. svella, sval, sullu, sollinn 
:- Germ. str. vb. *swellan, to which corr. 
causative *swalljan (cf. Goth. ufswalleins 
being puffed up), repr. by MLG., MDu. 
swellen, etc.; no cogns. outside Germ. are 
known. swell sb. tmorbid swelling xii; 
condition of being swollen, protuberance; 
heaving of the sea xvi. 


swelter swe'ltor be oppressed with heat 

xv (Lydg.); be oppressive with heat xv1. 
f. base of (dial.) swelt be overcome as with 
heat (xiv), OE. sweltan, pt. swealt, swulton, 
pp. geswolten die, perish = OS. sweltan, 
OHG. swelzan, ON. svelta, Goth. swiltan 
:- CGerm. str. vb. See -rn*. 


swerve swdiv turn aside, deviate in move- 
ment. xiv. repr. formally OE. sweorfan, 
pt. swearf, pp. sworfen file, scour. 


swift! swift moving far in a short time, 

taking place at high speed. OE. swift, f. 
base of swifan move in a course, sweep (ME. 
swive copulate with) = ON. svífa; rel. 
further to OFris. swivia, OHG. sweib, 
sweibón, swibón, swebén, ON. sveifla. Cf. 
SWIVEL. Hence swift? (dial.) applied to 
various swiftly-moving reptiles xv1; bird of 
the family Cvpselide xvii. (J The sense is 
peculiar to English. 


swift® swift (naut.) make fast with ropes 
drawn taut. xv. prob. rel. to ME. tswift 
(xiv), ? syn. of swifter (xvi) rope used for 
swifting or binding, etc.; presumably of 
Scand. or LG. origin, and — base repr. by 
ON. svipta reef (sails), sviftingar reefing- 
ropes, Du. zwichten take in (sails), zwicht- 
lings, zwichtlijnen cat-harpings, and ult. 
allied to swrirr!. 


swig swig (dial) drink, liquor (applied 
dial. to special drinks) xvi; deep draught 
XVII. Hence swig vb. drink eagerly or 
copiously. Of unkn. origin. 


swill swil wash or rinse out OE.; drink 

greedily or to excess XVI; flow freely XVII. 
OE. swillan, swilian, of which no certain 
cogns. are known. Hence sb. liquid food 
XVI; copious drinking, liquor xVII. 


swim swim pt. swam swæm, pp. swum 
swam float or progress by moving the 
limbs on the surface of liquid. OE. swim- 
man, pt. swam(m), swummon, pp. swummen 
= OS., OHG. swimman (Du. zwemmen, 
G. schwimmen), ON. svim(m)a t- CGerm. 
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(exc. Goth.) *swemjan, f. *swem- *swam- 
*swum- (whence OE., ON. sund SOUND}, 
OFris. swimma, swommia swim, Goth. 
swumfsl pool); pt. swam superseded normal 
swom by assoc. with began, drank, sank. 
Hence swim sb. XVI. 


swindle swindl practise fraud. xvii. 
back-formation f. swindler! ~ G. schsind- 
ler giddy-minded person, extravagant pro- 
jector, cheat, f. (M)HG. schwindeln, OHG. 
suintilon, frequent. (cf. -LE?) of swintan 
(— OE., OS. swindan) waste away, languish, 
lose consciousness, f. *swi-, repr. also in 
OE. swima, LG. swimel dizziness. 


swine swain animal of the genus Sus, pig. 
OE. swin = OF ris., OS., OHG. sein (Du. 
swin, G. schwein), ON. svin, Goth. swein 
| CGerm. *swinam, sb. use of n. of 
(cf. L. suinus, OSl. svinü pert. to 
swine, and see -INE!), f. IE. *suw-, repr. 
by L. süs, etc. (see sowl). comp. swi:ne- 
HERD?; late OE. scynhyrde. € The orig. 
use may have been generic or restricted to 
the young of tbe animal; for the latter cf. 
OHG. geiygzin, Goth. gaitein kid. For 
parallel uses of the suffix cf. OE. gaten of 
goats, L. Azdinus of kids; OE. ticéen lad, 
éycen CHICKEN, Du. veulen foal; see -EN!. 


swing swin pt., pp. swung swan tA. 
scourge, flog OE.; +B. move impetuously 
OE.; C. flourish, brandish (a weapon, etc.) 
xiv; D. move backwards and forwards xvi. 
OE. swingan, pt. swang, swungon, pp. 
geswungen — OFris. s:inga, swanga, swenga, 
(M)LG. swingen, OHG. suingan (G. 
schwingen brandish, shake, winnow, swingle, 
intr. or refl. oscillate, bound, rise) ; cf. Germ. 
*swenz *swang (cf. Goth. afswaggwidai, ren- 
dering efaropyfijvat be in doubt), parallel to 
*swenkan swink. The vowel of the pp. was 
finally established in the pt. 


Swing swin designating a system of 
intimidation practised in the south of 
England in 1830-1, and consisting of 
threatening letters signed by a fictitious 
Captain Swing. 

swinge swin’3 beat, flog, whip. xvi. Later 
form of ME. szenge smite, dash, OE. 
swengan shake, shatter :~ ~ *sway? sujan, as 
in Goth. afswaggwidat. Hence swinge- 
ING? very forcible or large, immense XVI; 
cf. thumping, whopping. SwingeER' swi-n%3a1 
vigorous or forcible Tperson or thing. xvi. 
swingle swi'ngl wooden instrument for 
beating hemp, etc. xiv. —- MDu. secinghel, 


corr. formally to OE. swingel, swingle 
stroke with a rod ; see SWING, -LE!. 


swipe swaip drink hastily and copiously; 
strike at. XIX. perh. local var. of SWEEP. 
Hence sb. heavy blow. xix. 

swipes swaips beer, esp. weak beer. xvirr. 
perh. f. prec. 

swirl swài whirlpool xv (Wyntoun); 
twist, whirling motion xviir. orig. Sc., perh. 
of LDu. origin (cf. Du. gwirrelen whirl) and 


-SY 





frequent. formation (cf. -LE?) on the imit, 
base seen in MLG. swirren, G. schwirren, 
Da. svirre whirl. 


swish swif make a sound as of an object 
moving forcibly through air or water. 
XVIII, imit. So int. and sb. 


Swiss swis pert. to, native of, Switzerland. 
XVI. = F. Suisse ~- MHG. Suiz (G. Schweiz). 
So TSwisser (xvi-xv11) -MDu. Switser or 
MHG. Sch)wycer, S(ch)witzer (now 
Schweizer), f. Swiz(en-) Switzerland. 

switch swit[ slender tapering riding-whip 
xvi (Sh.); thin flexible shoot xvi1 ; mechani- 
cal device for altering direction xvin; long 
bunch or coil of hair Xix. In early use also 
sUwils, switz; prob.—- LG. word repr. by 
Hanoverian dial. swutsche, var. of LG. 
swukse long thin stick (cf. zwuksen bend up 
and down, make a swishing noise). comp. 
swi:tchback form of railway used on steep 
slopes, in which the train or car can be 
‘switched back’ (BACK adv.) or reversed. XIX. 


swither swi-do1 hesitate, vacillate. xvI 
(Douglas). orig. Sc., of unkn. origin. 


swivel swi-vl fastening device on which the 
object fastened turns freely. xiv. f. wk. 
grade of OE. swifan (see SWIFT)+ -ELL, 


swizzle swi'zl intoxicating drink. xix. Of 
unkn. origin. Cf. U.S. switchel. 


swoon swin fall into a fainting-fit. xri. 
perh. back-formation from ME. gerund 
$2£03ning, swouning, swoning, f. iswosen, iswo- 
wen, OE. geswogen overcome, dead, pp. of 
*sccogan, as in d-, oferswogan suffocate, choke 
(with weeds), of unkn. origin. So sb., orig. 
in phr. i(n) swowne, etc., alt. of aswowne, repr. 
OE. àswogen, pp. of dswogan; a var. with 
parasitic d, swound sb. (xv) and vb. (xvr), is 
dialectal. 
swoop swüp tsweep along as with trailing 
garments XVI; Tpounce upon XVII; come 
down suddenly upon xvii. perh. dial. 
development of ME. swope, OE. swapan 
SWEEP. 


swoosh swüj| imit. of the sound made by 
rushing air or water. XIX. Cf. SWISH. 


swop var. of SWAP. 


sword sdid weapon for cutting and thrust- 
ing. OE. sword, sweord, swyrd = OFris., 
OS. swerd, OHG. swert (G. schwert), ON. 
sverð 1 CGerm. (exc. Goth.) *swerdam, of 
doubtful origin. For loss of zo cf. Two. 


swot, swat swot (sl.) vb. and sb. study at 
school or college. xix. dial. var. of SWEAT. 


-Sy si, (after voiced cons.) zi terminal el. of 
uncertain origin; perh. generalized from 
arsy-versy XVI (f. ARSE + L. versd, from VICE 
VERSA), as in contemp. topsy-turvy; in 
hypocoristic and trivial use, perh. after 
Betsy, pet-form of Elizabeth, e.g. fubsy fat 
and squat (xvii), pudsy plump (xvui), 
tricksy (xvi), flimsy (xvii), tipsy (xvi) 
tootsy (XIX), and the group babsy, ducksy, 


mopsy, popsy(-wopsy). 
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SYAGUSH 


syagush sjāã'gūf caracal. 
— Pers. siydh giish black ear. 





XVII. Urdu, 


sybarite si-barait person devoted to luxury 
or pleasure; also adj. xvi. — L. Sybarita - 
Gr. Subarités, f£. Sübaris, ancient Greek city 
of S. Italy, noted for its effeminacy and 
luxury ; see -ITE and cf. F. sybarite (xv1). 


sycamine si‘kamin, -main black mulberry, 
Morus nigra. Xvt. — L. sycaminus — Gr. 
sikdminon, f. Heb. shigmah, with assim. to 
stikon fig. 


sycamore, sycomore si:kamoal species of 

fig-tree, Ficus Sycomorus XIV; species of 
maple, Acer Pseudoplatanus xvi. - OF. 
sic(h)amor (mod. sycomore) — L. sycomorus - 
Gr. sükómoros, f. sükon fig + méron mul- 
berry. 


syce sais in India, groom, follower on foot of 
horseman or carriage. xvi. Hind. — Arab. 
sãis, f. sūs tend a horse. 


sycee saisi fine uncoined silver in lumps. 
XVIII. Chinese si (pronounced in Canton sai, 
set) sz’ fine silk. 


sychnocarpous si: knouka*ipas (bot.) bear- 
ing fruit many times. XIX. f. Gr. sukhnós 
many -++ kRarpos fruit-++-ous. 


sycophant si-kofant one of a class of 
informers in ancient Greece ; mean flatterer, 
toady. xv1. — F. sycophante or L. sycophanta 
— Gr. sühophántés, f. sükon fig + *phan-, 
base of phainein show (cf. HIEROPHANT, 
EPIPHANY). 


sycosis saikousis ulcer or eruption re- 
sembling a fig. Xvr. - modL. syeósis — Gr. 
sükóosis, f. sükon fig ; see -Osis. 


syenite saronait (min.) crystalline rock 
allied to granite. xvi. = F. syénite, G. 
syenit- L. syénités (sc. lapis stone), f. 


Syéné, Gr. Suéné town of Upper Egypt, 
Aswan; see -ITE. 


syl- sil assim. from of syn- before J. 


syllable si'ləbl vocal sound or sounds 
uttered with a single effort of articulation. 
xiv (Ch., Gower, Trevisa). —- AN. sillable, 
alt. of OF. sillabe (mod. syllabe) = Sp. 
silaba, It. sillaba = L. syllaba (Plautus) = Gr., 
sullabé, f. sullambdnein take, put, or bring 
together, f. sun SYN- -- lambánein take, f., 
*lab-. So syllabanv silobori set or table 
of syllables. xvi. - modL. syllabàrium, 
n. sg. of late L. syllabdrius ; cf. F. syllabaire. 
syllabic sile:bik. xvi (f-1CAL xvi). - 
medL. syllabicus — Gr. sullabikós ; cf. late L.. 
syllabicé (adv.). syllabica:riON silebikei-- 
fon. xvii. - medL,, f£. syllabicare (Priscian). 
sylla:biricA:TION formation of or division 
into syllables. xrx. — medL., f. syllabificare. 
syHabism silobizm. XIX; perh. after F. 
$yllabisme. syllabizE silobaiz divide into 
syllables. xvii. - medL. - Gr. 


syllabub see SILLABUB. 


syllabus si-lobes pl. -bi bai, -buses 
bəsiz concise statement or table of heads 





SYMMETRY 


of a discourse, etc. xvir. - modL. syllabus, 
originating in a misprint in early editions 
(1470) of syllabos for sittybas, in Cicero's 
Letters to Atticus (tv iv), acc. pl. of sittyba 
— Gr. sittibà title-slip or label; syllabos was 
grecized later as ovMdáfovs, whence a 
spurious ovAAaBos was deduced and accepted 
as a deriv. of svAdapBdverr put together (cf. 
SYLLABLE). 


syllepsis sile:psis (gram.) figure by which 

one word or form is made to refer to two or 
more in the same sentence while strictly 
applying to only one. xvi. ~-late L. 
syllepsis - Gr. sullepsis, £. sun svw- -- lépsis 
taking, f. leb- làb- lab-, base of lambánein 
take. 


syllogism si-led3izm argument expressed 
in the form of two propositions called the 
premisses and a third called the conclusion. 
xiv (‘Trevisa, Gower). Late ME. silogisme, 
occas. silogime- OF. sil(logisme, earlier 
silogime (mod. syllogisme) or L. syllogismus 
(whence also Sp., It. silogismo) ~ Gr. sullo- 
gismós, f. sullogízesthai, intensive of logi- 
zesthai reckon, compute, conclude, f. /ógos 
discourse, consideration, account ; see SYN-, 
LOGOS, -ISM. So syllogi-sTIC. XVII, -ICAL. 
XVI. -L. syllogisticus (Quintilian) = Gr. 
sullogistikós, £. sullogízesthai. sy-llogizz. xv 
(Lydg.) - OF. si(l)ogiser -late L. syllo- 
gizáre (Boethius) — Gr. sullogízesthai. 


sylph silf one of a race of beings supposed 

to inhabit the air. xvir. — modL. pl. sylphes 
and sylphi, G. pl. sylphen, of uncertain 
origin, but perh. based by Paracelsus (Theo- 
phrast von Hohenheim) on L. sylvestris of 
the woods and nympha nymph. So sy'l- 
phip'. xvir. — F. sylphide. 


sylvan, silvan si-lvon sb. inhabitant of the 
woods; adj. pert. to a wood or woods, 
wooded. xvi. =F. sylvain, tsilvain, or 
L. sivánus, syl- (only as the name of a 
god), f. silua wood; see -AN. @ The sp. 
with y is by assoc. with Gr. hiilé (see HYLIC) 
wood. 


aya sim assim. form of syn- before m, 
» p. 

symbol simbol summary of Christian 
belief, creed xv (Caxton); something that 
represents something else xvi (Spenser); 
written character XVIL. — ChrL. symbolum 
(whence F. symbole, Sp., It. simbolo) ~ Gr. 
súmbolon mark, token, ticket, watchword, 
outward sign, covenant, f. sún SYN- +-*bol-, 
as in bolé, bólos a throw (cf. sum|bdllein put 
together), rel. to bállein throw (cf. BALLISTIC, 
EMBLEM, PROBLEM). So symboltc(at) 
-bovlikal. xvi. —F. symbolique or late L. 
symbolicus - Gr. sumbolikós. sy-mbolizs 
Tagree, barmonize; have similar qualities 
(techn. term of early physics said of sub- 
stances having qualities in common) XVI; 
be a symbol of xvi. 


symmetry simitri tmutual relation of 
parts, proportion; due or just proportion. 
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SYMPATHY 





SYNE 





XVI. — E. tsymmetrie (mod. symétrie) or L. 
symmetria (whence also Sp. simetria, It. 
simmetria) - Gr. summetría, f. sümmetros 
commensurable, proportionable, in due 
measure, symmetrical, f. sim svM--|- métron 
measure; see METRE, -Y?. Hence sym- 
me'tricAL. xvirr (J.). 


sympathy simpopi affinity; agreement; 
conformity of feelings or temperament. 
xvI (Sidney, Lyly, Sh., Spenser; earlier in 
L. form) -L. sympathia (whence F. 
sympathie) - Gr. sumpátheia, f. sumpathés 
having a fellow-feeling, f. siiz svyM-4- *path- 
base of pdthos feeling, PATHOS; see -Yv?. 
So SYMPATHE‘TIC. XVII. = modL. -= Gr. 
sumpathétikós, f. sumpathefn. sy:mpathizr. 
be affected like another xvr; have a fellow- 
feeling xvii. — F. sympathiser, £. sympathie. 


symphony  simfoni tused vaguely for 
musical instruments xni (S. Eng. Leg.); 
tharmony xv; (mus.) passage for instru- 
ments XVII (spec. XVIII). ~{O)F. tsim-, 
symphonie — L. symphónia instrumental har- 
mony, voices in concert, (Vulg.) musical 
instrument = Gr. sumphonia, f. sumphonos 
harmonious, f. sin sYM--- phóné sound ; see 
PHONETIC, -Y3, 


symphysis si'mfisis (anat) union of two 
bones. XVI. —modL. symphysis — Gr. sum- 
phusis, esp. of bones, f. sti SYM- + phusis 
growth (see PHYSIC). sumphuein grow to- 
gether. 


symposium simpou'zioem drinking party, 
convivial meeting for conversation, etc.; 
meeting for discussion. XVII.  -L. 
symposium — Gr. sumpósion, f. sumpótēs 
fellow-drinker, f. sin svM- -- *pot- (cf. 
POTION). Earlier (xvi, Sydney) the latinized 
title of one of Plato's dialogues in which 
Socrates and others discuss the nature 
of love. Also sympo:siAc convivial; tsb. 
symposium. xvit. — L. - Gr. 


symptom si'm?tom perceptible change in 
the body indicating disease xv1; (gen.) XVII. 
Earlier in late L. form symptõma = Gr. súm- 
ptéma chance, accident, mischance, f. 
sumpiptein fall upon, happen to, f. sún 
SYM--++ piptein fall. Sosymptomia‘TIC. xvi, 
-ATICAL. XVI. - F. or late L. (cf. Gr. 
evum TopaT«ós exposed to chance). 


syn- sin latinized form of Gr. sun-, comb. 
form of stn prep. together, similarly, 
alike, in many words of Gr. origin and 
mod. scientific terms; assim. before | to 
syl-, before b, p, m to sym-, before simple 
$ to sys-, before s-- consonant and z to sy-. 


synzeresis  sinio'risis contraction of two 
vowels. XVI. =late L. synæresis = Gr. 
sunairesis, f. sun SYN- -- hairein take (cf. 
HERESY). 


synagogue si-nogog congregation of Jews 
for worship xir; building for Jewish 
worship xur. ME. sinagoge — OF. sinagoge 
(mod, synagogue) = late L. synagõga - 


Gr. sunagégé meeting, assembly, in LXX. 
synagogue, f. sundgein bring together, 
assemble, f. sn SYN- -- dgein lead, bring 
(cf. act). The present form, with pronunc. 
assim. to L., appears regularly from XVI, 
occas. XIII. 


synalepha sinolifa coalescence of vowels. 

xvi. ~ L. synalepha (Quintilian) 2 Gr. sun- 
aloiphé, f. sunaleiphein smear or melt to- 
gether, f. sun SYN--{-aleiphein anoint. 


synchronic sinkro-nik belonging to the 
same time. XIX. f. late L. synchronus — Gr. 
sugkhronos, f. stn SyN--+kRhrénos time (cf. 
CHRONIC). So synchro-nicar. XVII. Syn- 


chronisM  sinkrónizm. xvi. - modL.- 
Gr. synchronize. XVIIL. sy:nchronovs 
coincident in time. xvii. f. late L. syn- 


chronus ~ Gr. 


syncopation  sigkóperfon (gram.) con- 
traction of a word by elision of one or more 
syllables xvi (Palsgr.); (mus.) beginning a 
note on a normally unaccented part of the 
bar and continuing it into the normally 
accented part xvi (Morley)  - medL. 
syncopütio(-n), f. late L. syncopdre, f. 
$yncopé; see next, -ATION. 

syncope sitnkopi (path.) failure of the 
heart’s action; grammatical syncopation. 
xvi. Earlier syncopis, incorrect nom. in- 
ferred from syncopin, var. of L. accus. 
syncopen; also occas. tsyncopa tsyncop. 
-late L. ae (which superseded it) — Gr, 
sugkopé, f. sún SYN-+ kop- strike, cut off. 


syncretism si-nkritizm union of opposite 
tenets, etc. xvii; (philcl.) merging of cases 
xx. - modL. syncrétismus - Gr. sugkrétts- 
mós, f. sugkrétizein. 


synderesis see SYNTERESIS. 


syndic sindik civil magistrate in some 
countries of Europe; one deputed to repre- 
sent a corporation. xv. —(O)F. syndic, 
T-ique delegate, chief magistrate of Geneva, 
corr. to Pr. sendegue, Sp. sindico, Pg. 
syndico, It. sindaco — late L. syndicus dele- 
gate of a corporation = Gr. súndikos de- 
fendant’s advocate, f. sún syN--+*dik, 
base of díke judgement, deíknusthai show; 
see TEACH, -IC. So syndicalsM in- 
dustrial unionism. xx. = F. syndicalisme, f. 
syndical, as in chambre syndicale trade 
union. sy'ndicaTE! Toffice of a syndic ; body 
of syndics XVI; combination of financiers 


or other promoters of enterprise XIX. ~ F. 
syndicat — medL. syndicátus. 
syndrome  sindroum, -dromi  (path.) 


concurrence of symptoms XVI; fconcur- 
rence, concourse XVII. — modL. syndromé - 
Gr. sundromé, f. sún SvN- t *drom-, dramein 
run. 


syne sain (Sc. and north.) immediately 
afterwards, thereupon; later; since then 
XIV; before now, ago xv (esp. in lang syne 
long ago, made familiar by Burns’s ‘Auld 
Lang Syne’). 
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SYNECDOCHE 


synecdoche sine'kdoki (rhet.) figure by 
which the part is put for the whole or vice 
versa. — L. synecdoché — Gr. sunekdokhe, f. 
sunekdékhesthat, £. sn svw- --- ekdékhesthat 
take up. 


synizesis sinizi:sis (gram., pros.) coales- 
cenceoftwo adjacent vowels without forming 
a recognized diphthong. XIX. — late L, 
synizésis = Gr. sunizésis, f. sunizdnein sink 
down, f. stn syn--+-hizdnein, £. hizein sit. 


synod  srnod assembly of clergy. xiv 
(Trevisa). —late L. synodus = Gr. stinodos 
meeting, f. sún SYN- + hodds way, travel. 
So sy'nodaL!. xv. ~ late L. 








synonym sinonim any of two or more 
words of the same meaning. xvi. In early 
use first in pl. in L. form (-a) or anglicized 
(-es, -aes), later in sg. -ymum, -ymon, -ime, 
-yme. XV. L. synónymum — Gr. sunónumon, 
sb. use of n. sg. of sunónumos, f. sán SYN- 4- 
ónuma NAME (as in ANONYMOUS). Sosynony- 
MOUS sino'nimas. Xvir(Donne). syno:ny- 
my, xvii. — late L. - Gr. 


Synopsis  sino:psis tabular arrangement 
showing general view. XVIL =]ate L. 
synopsis — Gr. stinopsis, f. stin SYN- + dpsis 
view. So SynO'DTIC. XVIII, -ICAL. XVII 
(Evelyn) ; see OPTIC. 


Synovia si-, sainou‘via fluid of the joints 
in the body. xvi. - modL. synovia, 
sinovia, an invention, perh. arbitrary, of 
Paracelsus (d. 1541), applied by him to the 
various nutritive fluids in the body. Hence 
syno:viALl. xvin. sinovi'TIS. XIX. 


syntax sintzeks -torderly arrangement of 
parts; (gram.) arrangement of words in their 
appropriate forms and order. xvir. = F. 
syntaxe or late L. syntaxis (adopted in Eng. 
XVI) ~ Gr. súntaxis, f. suntássein, f. sún SYN- 
+tdssein arrange. So SyMTA‘CTIC. XIX, 
-TA'CTICAL. XVI. 


synteresis sintirbsis (theol) function of 
conscience serving as a guide to conduct. 
xvi. medL.- Gr. suntérésis, f. suntéreín, 
f. sún SYN--- tereín watch over, guard. Also 
Tsynderesis. 


synthesis si:nbisis proceeding from cause 
to effect xvir; formation of a compound by 
combining its elements XVIII. = L. synthesis 
= Gr. súnthesis, f. suntithénai, f. sún SYN-+ 
tithénai (the- place, put ; see THEME, THESIS). 
Hence sy-nthesizeE. x1x; beside sy-nthetize. 
XIX. — Gr. sunthetízesthai. So synthetic 
-e:tik, -e-tiCAL. xvir. — F. or modL. (- Gr. 
-etikós). 


sypher saifor overlap two plank-edges so 
as to make a flush surface. xix. var. of 
CIPHER vb. 


syphilis si'filis venereal disease. XVIII. 
-modL. Syphilis title of a poem, in full 
‘Syphilis sive Morbus Gallicus’ (syphilis or 
the French disease), 1530, by Girolamo 
Fracastoro, physician, astronomer, and 
poet, of Verona; the name is used for the 


SYSTOLE 


disease in the poem itself, which is the 
story of a shepherd Syphilus, represented as 
the first sufferer (the title Syphilis being 
formed after ZEneis, Thebais, etc.) ; the term 
was used systematically by Fracastoro in 
his ‘De Contagione’, 1546. Syphilus is of 
unkn. origin. Hence syphili-ric. xviu. 
modL. syphiliticus (Sauvages); the suffix 
-itic, being the adj. formative of -ITIS, is 
inappropriate. 


syphon, syren see SIPHON, SIREN. 


Syriac  srriek (pert. to) the Semitic 
language of Syria. XVIL. = L. Syriacus = 
Gr. Suriakós, f. Suría; see -Ac. So SyriAN 
sirion. XIV. — OF. sirien (mod. syrien), f. L. 
Syrius = Gr. Súrios. 


syringa sir'ngo shrub of the genus Phila- 
delphus. xvii (Evelyn). = modL. syringa, 
f. Gr. surigg-, sürigx pipe, SYRINX; first 
applied (by Lobel 1576) to the mock 
orange from its stems being used for pipe 
stems, later (by Linnzeus 1735) to the lilac 
(formerly called pipe tree), of which it 


remains the botanical generic name. Cf. 
SERINGA. 
syringe  sirin!; cylindrical instrument 


consisting essentially of a tube for drawing 
in and ejecting liquid. xv. -late L. 
syringa (whence OF. ceringue, F. seringue, 
etc.) f. L. syrinx (see next); orig. siryng, 
syryng, which in xvi became assim. to obl. 
cases of the L. word (hence pl. syringes 
siri:nd3iz, syri-nxes). 


syrinx siripks Pan-pipe; narrow rock-cut 
channels or tunnels XVII; organ of voice in 
birds xix. L.- Gr. sárigx pipe, tube, 
channel, fistula. 


Syro- saio:rou repr. Suro-, comb. form of 
Gr. Suros. 


syrup si‘rop, U.S. sirup thick sweet liquid. 

—-(O)F. sirop or medL. siropus, sirupus, 
which, with corr. It. s(c)iroppo, Sp. jarope, 
derive ult. from Arab. fardb beverage, 
drink. Cf. SHRUB?, SHERBET. Hence 
sy'rupy!. XVIII. 


systaltic sisteltik pert. to contraction. 
XVII. ~ late L. systalticus = Gr. sustaltikds, 
f. sün SYN- 4- staltós, f£. stal- stéllein place. 


system srstim organized or connected 
group of objects ; set or scheme of principles, 
ideas, etc. XVII. — F. systéme (xvi) or its 
source late L. systéma — Gr. süstéma organ- 
ized whole, f. sn svN---*sta- STAND. So 
systematIC -artik. xvit. — F. systématique 
(xvi) -late L. sy:stematizre. xvin. = F, 
$ystématiser. systemic siste:mik (physiol., 
path.) xix. irreg. formation used for dif- 
ferentiation of meaning from systematic. 


systole si:stoli (physiol.) regular contraction 
of the heart and arteries. xvi. — late L, sys- 
tolé = Gr. sustolé, f. sún SYN--+ *stol- *stel- 
place, after sustéllein contract (cf. STOLE). 
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SYSTYLE 


systyle si:stail applied to architecture in 
which the columns are close together, XVIII. 
- L. systylos — Gr. sústūlos, f. sún SYN- + 
stálos column, pillar. 

si*zid5i 


Syzygy (astron.) fconjunction, 


TABLET 


(now) conjunction and opposition of two 
celestial bodies xvir; applied to various 
unions or combinations xIx. -late L. 
syzygia — Gr. suzugíd yoke, pair, copulation, 
conjunction, f. süzugos yoked, paired, f. 
sun SYN-d- *zug- YOKE. 


T 


T ti 2oth letter of the Eng. alphabet, in phr. 
to a T (xvi) exactly, to a nicety, perh. for 
earlier £o a TITTLE. 


-t' suffix of abstr. sbs. derived from vbs., 
repr. IE. -ż- in -*tis, -*tus which is pre- 
served in OE. -þ and Germ. ~-t, after guttural, 
labial, and sibilant cons., e.g. draught, drift, 
flight, thirst, thrift. 


-t? phonetic var. of OE. p (as in health, truth: 
see -TH!), e.g. in drought, height, sleight, 
theft. 


-t? var. of -Ep', as in blest, burnt, dreamt, 
pent, tost; blessed, burned, dreamed, penned, 
tossed ; cf. PAST. 


ta tà infantile and joc. colloq. substitute for 
THANKS. XVIII. 


taal tal the £z, the Dutch language of 

S. Africa, Afrikaans. xix. -Du. talu 
language, speech, MDu. :ále —OE. taal 
TALE. 


tab teb short broad strip, etc. xvi1; de- 
pending or projecting piece on a dress; 
label; (U.S.) reckoning, check xix. prob. 
of dial. origin; partly synom. with TAG!. 


tabard tz-boid loose upper garment with 
short sleeves or none. xu. — OF. tabart = 
Sp. tarbardo, It. tabarro; of unkn. origin. 


tabaret te:boret fabric of alternate stripes 
of material. XIX. f. TABBY. Also tabbarea 
teborro xix; ta-binet xvin, based on 
ttabine (xvii). 


tabasco tobz-skou pungent sauce made 
from capsicum. XVII (tauasco). Name of a 
river and state of Mexico. 


tabasheer tzbofio-1 siliceous substance 
forming in the joints of bamboo. xvi. 
— Pg. or F. form of Urdu (Arab., Pers.) 
tabásir chalk, mortar. 


tabby tze-bi silk taffeta, orig. striped xvii; 
short for t. cat (xv11), cat having a striped 
coat; (colloq.) elderly maiden lady xvin. 
— (OJF. tabis, Tatabis (cf. medL. attdbi) = 
Sp., It. tabi- Arab. 'attübiy name of a 
quarter of Baghdad in which the stuff was 
manufactured, named after 'Attàb, great- 
grandson of Omeyya. 


taberdar tze:bo:idoi name given to certain 

scholars at the Queen's College, Oxford. 
XVII. In L. form taberd(i)us, tabardarius, 
f. TABARD-+-drius -ARY. 


tabernacle tz:‘boinezkl] tent containing the 

Ark of the Covenant; canopied structure 
XIII; tent (gen.); dwelling-place, esp. a 
temporary one xIv; place of worship (not 
a church) xvit. —(O)F. tabernacle or L. 
taberndculum tent, booth, shed, dim. of 
taberna TAVERN. 


tabes terbiz slow emaciation. xvil. 
tabes. 
tablature te: blotjua:  (mus.) notation, 
spec. for the lute, flute, etc.; scheme in 
which the lines of the stave denoted the 
strings or holes, and signs were placed over 
them to indicate where these should be 
stopped. xvi. = F, tablature ~= medi. tabu- 
latiira, f. late L. tabuldre, f. L. tabula TABLE; 
see -URE. 


table teibl A. slab, tablet (now mainly 
techn.) xii; T(pl) backgammon xii; 
Tboard on which chess, etc. are played; 
(pl) leaves of a backgammon board xv 
(phr. turn the tables reverse the situa- 
tion XVII); B. raised board at which one 
sits XIII; C. arrangement of numbers, 
words, etc. xiv (Ch.). - (O)F. table — Pr. 
taula, 1t. tavola - L. tabula plank, tablet, 
list, repl. mesa in sense B in Gallo-Roman 
and Italian areas. The L. word was adopted 
in OE, as tabule and tefl (ME. tavel) = 
MLG., MDnu. tãvele, OHG. zabal and ta- 
vala (Du., G. tafel), ON. tafl. Hence vb. xv. 


tableau te-blou picture, graphic descrip- 
tion XVII; dramatic grouping of persons, 
etc. XIX. ~ F. tableau, OF. tablel, dim. of 
table (see prec.). 


table d’héte tabldou-t public table or meal 
at a hotel, etc. xvit (table de l'hoste, tabl'd 
host). F., ‘host’s table’; see TABLE, HOST?. 


tablet tæ- blit slab for an inscription or 
carving XIV; slab or panel for a painting 
XVI; sheet or leaf or (pl.) a set of them for 
writing on XVII (Sh.) ; flat cake, lozenge xvi. 
- OF. tablete (mod. tablette), corr. to Pr. 
tauleta, Sp. tableta, It. tavoletta; Rom. 
dim. of L. tabula TABLE; see -ET. 


-L. 
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TABLOID 


tabloid tz-bloid trade-mark term for 
medicinal tablets patented by Messrs. 
Burroughs, Wellcome & Co., 14 March 
1884; attrib., transf., applied to written or 
printed matter in condensed form. alt. of 
TABLET, by substitution of -orp for -Er. 


taboo, tabu tabi: consecrated or restricted 
to a special use; prohibited, inviolable. 
XVII (Capt. Cook). orig. = Tongan tabu (so 
str. in native use). 


tabo(u)r teibər hist. (small) drum. XII 
(RGlouc.). - OF. tabour (mod. tambour) 
= Pr. zabor, tanbor, Sp. tambor, tatambor, 


It. tamburo. kKlence tabrreT te: brit. xiv 
(taberett). 


tabouret tz-bóret, |(tabure low stool, so called 
from its shape. xvir. = F. tabouret, dim. of 
tabour ; see prec., ~ET. 


tabular tze-bjülor of the form of a tablet or 
slab XVII; pert. to a schematic table xvir. 
- L. tabuldris, f. tabula TABLE; see -AR and 
cf. F. tabulaire. Earlier -ary (xvr). So 
ta-bularE? arrange in tabular form. xvir. 
f. pp. stem of late L. tabuldre, f. tabula. 


tacamahac te:*komohek aromatic resin of 
Mexico and S. America. xvi. —Sp. ttaca- 
mahaca (now tacamaca) —Aztec tecomahiyac. 


tacheometer tekio-mitor instrument for 
the rapid location of points. xix. -F. 
tachéométre, irreg. £. Gr. takhe-, stem of 
takhüs quick, swift, tdkhos swiftness; see 
-METER. Also TACHY:meter. xix. 


tachometer  teko:mitor instrument for 
measuring speed. xix. f. Gr. tékhos speed 
TT METER ; cf. prec. 


tachy- tz-ki, teki: comb. form of Gr. 
takhás swift, as in tachy:.GnaPHv ‘swift 
writing’, shorthand. xvir; tachyGRA'PHIC. 
XVIII. 


tacit tæ'sit silent, unspoken, unexpressed. 
xvil (Bacon) -L. íacitus, prop. pp. of 
tacere be silent (cf. RETICENT), corr. to Goth. 
pahan, and rel. further to OS. pagian, 
pagón, OHG. dagén, ON. pagna. So 
ta:citurn saying little. xvi (Smollett). 
— F. taciturne or L. taciturnus, f. tacitus, 
with ending as in diurnus, diuturnus, 
nocturnus. tacitu-rnirv. xv. — (O)F. or L. 


tack: tek A. fastening, as a clasp, sharp- 
pointed nail, etc. xiv. B. (naut.) rope, wire, 
etc. to secure sails xv. Parallel to later 
tach(e), the two forms presumably repr. OF. 
vars. *taque, (dial.) tache; but the relation 
with the corr. vb. and with attack, attach, 
detach has not been made out. So tack vb. 
A. Tattach xiv (Trevisa); fasten loosely or 
temporarily xv (Promp. Parv.). B. (naut.; 
from sense B of the sb.) shift the tacks in 
going about xvi. 

tack? tæk customary payment XIII 
(Cursor M.); tenure, tenancy xv. prob. 
- ON. tak (beside taka) seizure, hold, bail, 
security, f. taka TAKE. 

tack? tek food-stuff, as in hard t., ship's 
biscuit. xix. Of unkn. origin: 


TAG 


tackle tz-kl apparatus, equipment, gear, 
rigging. xi11 (Genesis and Exodus, Cursor 
M.) prob. —(M)LG. takel (whence also 
Du. G. takel, Sw. tackel), f. taken = MDu. 
tacken lay hold of; see -LE!. Hence 
ta:ckle vb. furnish with tackle xiv; harness 
XVIII; grip, grapple with XIX. 


tacky tæ'ki slightly sticky. xvi. f. Tack? 
(presumably in the gen. sense of holding or 
fastening together) + -y!. 


tact tek A. tsense of touch xvir; B. faculty 
of mental perception ; C. sense of propriety, 
faculty of doing the right thing at the right 
time xviI. —(O)F. tact or L. tactus touch, 
f. *tag-, base of tangere touch (see TANGENT). 
In sense C immed. after F. tact (Voltaire, 
1769). 

tactics tze-ktiks art of deploying forces in 
battle. xvi. repr. modL. tactica (1616 in 
title of tr. of Ælian’s “Taktike Theoria’) 
~ Gr. ta taktikd, n.pl. of taktikds, £. taktós 
ordered, arranged, f. base of tdssein set in 
order. So ta:ctiC ad). XVII, fa:ctiCAL xvi. 
- modL. tacticus - Gr. taktikós. Hence 
tactician tækti fən. xviir; after F. tac- 
ticien (1788). 

tactile tæ-:ktail pert. to touch. xvir. = L. 
tactilis, f. tact-, pp. stem of tangere touch; 
see TANGENT, -ILE. So ta-ctuaLl. XVII. 
f. L. tactus touch. 


tadpole tze:dpoul larva of frog, etc. xv 
(taddepol). f. tadde TOAD+ pol POLL, as if 
‘a toad that is all head’; the notion of ‘head’ 
appears in dial. syns., e.g., as bullhead, 
pole-, pollhead. @ In tadpoles and tapers, 
professional politicians, political schemers, 
from the names of two, Mr. Tadpole and 
Mr. Taper, in Disraeli’s ‘Coningsby’ (1844). 

tael teil Chinese ounce and standard money 
of account. xvi. — Pg. tael, pl. taeis - Malay 
tahil, tail weight. 

tenia, tenia tinio band, fillet xvi; tape- 
worm xvi. L.— Gr. tainid. 


taffeta  tefito silk fabric. xiv. - OF. 
taffetas or medL. taffata, ult. - Pers. táftah, 
sb. use of pp. of tdftan shine. 


taffrail te-freil aftermost part of the poop- 
rail of a ship. xix. alt. of taff(e)rel t(carved) 
panel xvir; upper part of the flat portion of 
a ship's stern xvii. — Du. taffereel panel, 
picture, for *tafeleel, dim. of tafel TABLE; the 
final syll. is assim. to RAIL’. 


Taffy tefi Welshman. xvii. f. attributed 
pronunc, of Davy or David (W. Dafydd). 


tafia te:fio rum-like liquor obtained from 
molasses. xvii. Of W. Indian or Malay 
origin. 

tag! tæg small pendent piece, orig. on a 
garment XIV (implied in tagged); ornamental 
pendant; point of metal, etc. at the end of 
a lace xv1; something appended to a piece of 
writing, etc., brief quotation xvin. Of 
unkn. origin; an early syn. phrase, etc. is 
+dag, which was perh. influenced by TACK. 
Hence tag vb. xvi mark with a tag. ftag 
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and rag Xvi, tag-rag xvit rabble, riff-raff, 
tag, rag, and bobtail xvii. Earlier in ttetagge 
(xni) only in fig. sense ‘circumstance’, 
presumably derived from the idea of ap- 
pendage. 


tag? tæg children’s game, otherwise called 
TIG. XVIII. 


tahsildar taxsi-lda1 chief revenue officer. 
xvi. Urdu-Arab., Pers. tahsilddr, f. 
tahsil collection-+ ddr, Pers. agent-suffix. 


tail! teil posterior extremity of an animal 
OE.; in various transf. senses from XIII. 
OE. tæġ(e)l = MLG. tagel twisted whip, 
rope’s end, OHG. zagal animal’s tail (G. 
dial. zagel, zal), ON. tagl horse’s (or cow’s) 
tail, Goth. tagl hair of the head, of the camel 
s= CGerm. *taglaz 1 IE. *doklos, further 
connexions of which are doubtful. Hence 
vb. in many (esp.) specialized senses from 
XVI. 


tail? teil (leg.) limitation of a freehold 
estate or fee to a person. XIV. —(O)F. 
taille cut, division, partition or assessment 
of a subsidy, tax, f. tatllier cut, fix the precise 
form of limit; see TAILOR, TALLY. So tail 
adj. limited by conditions fixed by the 
donor. xv. — AN. tailé, OF. taillié, pp. of 
taillier ; esp. in fee-tail (AN. fee tailé); for 
the fall of final -é cf. AsSIGN*. 


tailor terlo:r one whose business is to make 
clothes. xu. ME. taillour, taylo(u)r — AN. 
taillour, (O)F. tailleur cutter, from xvi 
tailor = Pr. talaire, talador, Sp. tallador 
engraver, tajador cutter, It. tagliatore 
cutter :- CRom. tdalidtorem, -idtor, f. táliáre 
cut = Pr. zalhar, Sp. tajar, It. tagliare i= 
CRom. *tal(Diàre, f. L. tálea rod, twig, 
cutting; see -on!, 


taint teint À. Tattaint xiv ; D. tint, dye xvi; 
stain, blemish xvi1 (Sh.). Partly aphetic of 
ATTAINT; partly — OF. teint, taint = L. 
tinctus and teinte :- medL. tincta, sb. uses 
of pp. of fingere TINGE. So vb. Tconvict 
XIV; Thit, strike xvr; Ttinge, dye xv ; affect 
perniciously XVI. 


tais(c)h taif phantom, apparition. xvit (J.). 
= Gael. taibhs taivf, taif = Olr. tatdbse. 


take teik pt. took tuk, pp. taken tei-kn 
seize (also in earliest use, touch), capture 
XII; with various deriv. uses many of which 
were current by 1200 (Orm). Late OE. 
tacan (chiefly in pt. tóc), esp. in phr. 
modelled on ON. phr., e.g. tacan to - ON. 
taka at begin, tacan wiþ — taka við receive, 
tacan on ~ taka d touch; also oftacan over- 
take (early xr). =- ON. taka, pt. tók = 
WFris. take, EFris. tāken, MDu. tāken 
grasp, seize, catch, rel. by gradation to 
Goth. tekan, pt. taitok, pp. tekans touch; 
further connexions uncertain; OE. oftacan 
may point to the native currency of tacan. 
Superseded OE. niman (see NIM, NUMB) as 
the gen. equiv. of L. capere, sumere, FE. 
prendre, etc. Its conjugation was assim. to 
that of shake, so that taken repl. ON. pp. 





TALISMAN 





tekinn; ME. contr. pp. (y)ian is repr. later 
by tain(e), tayn(e), ta’en. 

talapoin te-lepoin Buddhist priest or 
monk. XVI. — Pg. talapaéo = 'Talaing tala poi. 

talar tei-loxr garment reaching to the ankles. 
XVI. — L. táláris, f. tālus ankle; see -AR. 


talbot t5-lbet kind of hound formerly used 
for hunting, (her.) figure of this as borne in 
the arms of the ancient Talbot family. xv. 
Occurs as the proper name of a dog in 
Chaucer’s Nun’s Priest’s Tale 562 and 
c.1450 John Talbot, earl of Shrewsbury, is 
referred to as ‘oure goode dogge’; prob. 
generalized from the family name. 


talbotype ta-lbataip process of photo- 
graphing on sensitized paper patented by 
W. H. Fox Talbot in 1841, first called 
calotype; see TYPE. 


tale telk species of translucent or shining 
minerals, e.g. mica. xvi (earlier in L. form 
XVI). — F. tale or medL. talcum (in Sp. and 
It. talco) Arab. talg — Pers. talk. 


tale teil A. ftalk, discourse OE.; what is 
told, story, narrative xi; B. reckoning, 
number xii. OE. talu — OFris. tale, OS. 
tala (Du. taal speech), OHG. zala (G. zahl 
number), ON. tala talk, tale, number :- 
CGerm. (exc. Goth.) *talé fem., f. *tal-, as 
in *taljan TELL. Sense B was prob. taken 
from ON. (cf. late Nth. OE. tal- ON. 
tal n.). 


talegalla tzelige:o brush turkey of New 

Guinea. xix. modL. (F. zalégalle) formed 
by R. P. Lesson (1828) from Malagasy 
taléva and L. gallus cock. 


talent tz-lent A. Tinclination, disposition 
xii (Cursor M.); B. ancient weight and 
money of account xiv (Wycl. Bible); C. 
mental endowment or aptitude xv. =- OF. 
talent will, desire = Pr. talant, talen = Sp., 
It. talento :~ L.. talentum in Rom. sense of 
‘inclination of mind’ — Gr. tdlanton balance, 
weight, sum of money, f. *tal-, *tla- bear, 
endure (cf.THOLE?). Sense C is developed 
from the use of the word in the parable of 
the talents, Matt. xxv 14-30. 


tales teiliz writ for summoning jurors; 
list of persons so summoned. xvi. L. tdlés 
pl. of tdlis such (cf. RETALIATE) in phr. 
tales de circumstantibus such persons from 
those standing about. L. tdlis belongs 
to the group containing tam so, tantus so 
great, tot so many (cf. the parallel qualis, 
quam, quantus, quot). 


talion tæ'liən retaliation. xv (Lydg.). 
— (O)F. taEon - L. talid(n-), f. tdlis ; see prec., 
-ION. lex talionis principle of exacting com- 
pensation, ‘eye for eye, tooth for tooth’. 


talipot tze-ipot S. Indian fan-palm. xvit. 
— Malayalam talipat, Sinhalese talapata, 
Hindi tdlpdt x Skr. tdlapatira leaf of the 
tala or fan-palm. 


talisman tæ'lizmən object endowed with 
occult powers, used as an amulet or charm. 
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xvii. -F., Sp. talisman, It. talismano 
—medGr. télesmon, alt. of late Gr. télesma 
(whence Arab. tilsam) completion, per- 
formance, religious rite, consecrated object, 
f. teleîn, complete, perform (a rite), conse- 
crate, f. télos end, result (cf. TELE-). 


talk t5k ‘speak in conversation’ (J.); also 

trans. XIII. ME. talkien, talken (first in 
w. midl. texts}, deriv. with k-suffix of the 
base *tal- of TALE, TELL; cf. lurk, stalk, 
walk. Hence ta‘IKaTIvVE. xv. talkec- 
talkee td-kitdki broken English; prattle, 
chatter. x1x. ta'lkre talking film. xx. 


tall til +seemly, decent, comely ; tdoughty, 
valiant xiv (phr. tt. of his hands dexterous, 
formidable in arms xv1); high of stature, 
lofty xvi (Palsgr.). repr. OE. ge|tzl swift, 
prompt (of which sense there are later 
traces) — OFris. fel OS. gital, OHG. 
gizal quick. ta:llsoy tall-stemmed glass 
XVII; tall chest or bookcase mounted on a 
high stand xvIII. 

tallage tz-lid3 tax, levy, orig. one levied by 
Norman kings. xu (S. Eng. Leg.). - OF. 
taillage, f. taillier cut, shape, determine the 
form of, limit — Pr. talhar, Sp. tajar, It. 
tagliare :- Rom. *talliare, £. -tallia TALLY. 


tallith tz-lip garment worn by Jews at 
prayer. xvil. — Rabbinic Heb. fallip, f. talal 
cover, 


tallow tz:lou harder kinds of fat used for 
candles, soap, etc. xiv. ME. tal3, talus, 
talow = MLG. talg, talch (whence also Du. 
talk, G. talg, Icel. tólg), of unkn. origin. 

tally tæ-li rod of wood marked with notches 
recording payments XV; reckoning, score 
XVI; counterpart XVII. — AN. tallie — AL. 
tallia, talia, fox L. tálea cutting, rod, stick ; 
the corr. OF. taille was adopted earlier in 
this sense as tail (X1V—XVII) ; cf. TAIL?. So 
tally vb. Tscore, mark down Xv; agree, 
accord xvii. Cf. medL. talliare. 


tally-ho telihou: huntman's view-halloo. 
xvi. Cf. F. taiaut (xvii), Ttaho, Ttheau 
(xvi). 

talma tæ'lmə cape, cloak. xix. f. name of 
Francois Joseph Talma, F. tragedian 1763- 
1826. Cf. roquelaure (xvi). 

Talmud tzlma4d, -mü:d body of Jewish 
law (Mishnah) and commentary on this 
(Gemara). xvi. = late Heb. talmud instruc- 
tion, f. lámad instruct. 


talon tz-lon claw of a bird of prey, dragon, 
etc. XIV; spec. Eng. application of the sense 
+‘heel, hinder claw’. - (O)F. talon heel = 
Pr. talo, Sp. talon, lt. talone :- Rom. 
*táülo(n-), f£. talus ankle-bone. 


taluk talu-k district in India as a collectorate. 
xvii. ~ Hind. tacallug, ult. f. Arab. salaga 
adhere, be affixed. 

talus! teilos (fortif) sloping side of an 
earthwork xvir; (geol) sloping mass of 
detritus Xix. — (O)F. talus, of unkn. origin. 

talus?  teilos (anat. ankle, astragalus. 
XVIIL. L. 











TAMP 


tamarind tæ mărind fruit of the tree 
Tamarindus indica. xvi. — medL. tama- 
rindus (= cf. Sp., It. tamarindo) — Arab. 
tamr hindi date of India. 


tamarisk tæ mărisk plant of the genus 
Tamarix. xv. = late L. tamariscus, var. of 
earlier tamarix. 


tamasha təmā'fə entertainment, public 
function. xvi (tomashaw, tomasia, tamacha). 
=- Urdu - Arab. (Pers) tamāšā walking 
about for amusement, entertainment, f. 
masa(y) walk. 


tambouki tembü'ki ¢. grass, wood wild 
grass and timber of S. Africa. xrx. Afri- 
kaans, f. Tembu tribal name--dim. suffix 
-kje. 
tambour tze:mbuez drum xv (Caxton; 
adopted afresh XVIII); circular frame on 
which material is stretched; (archit., etc.) 
XVII. -— EF. tambour, expressive of tabour 
TABOR. So tambourine temborrn T(in 
uncertain sense) XVI (Spenser; Jonson has 
timburine); musical instrument made of a 
hoop with parchment stretched over one 
side and cymbals at the edge xvir. - F. 
tambourin, dim. of tambour. See -1NE'. 


tambreet tembrit duck-billed platypus. 
xix. Mallangong (New South Wales). 


tame teim domesticated )( wild. OE. tam 
= OFris., (M)LG., (M)Du. tam, OHG. 
zam (G. zahm), ON. tamr :— CGerm. (exc. 
Goth., but cf. the vb.) *tamaz, f. IE. *dom-, 
repr. also by L. domdre, Gr. damdn tame, 
subdue. (The form tame descends from 
OE. obl. forms.) Hence tame vb. xiv; cf. 
OHG. zamón; superseding ME. teme, 
OE. temian = OF ris. tama, MLG., (M)Du. 
temmen, OHG. zemmen (G. záhmen), ON. 
temja, Goth. gatamjan. 

Tamil, -ul tz-mil, -91 (language of) a Dra- 
vidian race of SE. India. xvii. — (partly 
through Du., Pg. Tamul) Tamil, Tamir, 
native name, in Pali and Prakrit Damula, 
Davila -ida, Skr. Dramila, -ida, Dravida 
DRAVIDIAN. 


Tammany tz:moni name of a Delaware 
(U.S.A.) chief who flourished about 1683 
used to designate the fancifully named 
‘patron saint’ (St. Tammany) of America 
and hence in the title of a philanthropic 
society (orig. Sons of St Tammany) and its 
headquarters (7. Hall), and consequently 
of the political club identified therewith. 


tammy! tze-mi fine worsted cloth. xvlIl. 
Of unkn. origin. 








tammy’? tz‘mi see next. 


Tam o’ Shanter tæməfæ'ntər round 
Scotch cap. XIX. f. name of the hero of 
Burns's poem so entitled (1790). Also 
Tammy Shanter, which is abbrev. tammy 
tz-mi. XIX. 


tamp temp to stop with clay, etc. ; to ram 
down hard. xix. Back-formation from 
TAMPION. 
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tamper tempor fwork in or temper clay 
XVI; tscheme, plot; deal improperly, 
meddle with xvir. In all senses the earlier 
form is temper, of which tamper was perh. 
a workman’s alteration. 


tampion see TOMPION. 


tan ten convert (skin) into leather by 
steeping in an infusion of astringent bark 
OE.; make brown by the sun xvi; colloq. 
(orig. tan a person's Ade) thrash xvir.. Late 
OE. *tannian, in pp. getanned and agent- 
noun tannere (see -ER!), prob.- medL. 
tannáre, pp. tannátus, perh. of Celtic 
origin; reinforced in ME. from OF. vb. 
tan(n)er — Pr. tanar, It. tannare, agent- 
noun £anere, -eor (cf. medL. tanndtor). 
Hence tan sb. crushed bark of oak, etc. for 
tanning XVII; brown or tawny colour XIX. 
Cf. TAWNY. So ta-nnERY xv; after OF. 
tannerie, medL. tanneria (XIII). 


tanager te: nád3or passerine bird of the 

genus Tanagra. xIx. modL. tanagra 
(Linneus), alt. of Tupi tangara (current 
in Eng. use XVII-XIX). 


tandem tændəm two-wheeled vehicle 
drawn by two horses harnessed one in front 
of the other; the horses themselves; also 
adv. xviir (Grose, Felton). orig. sl. pun- 
ning use of L. tandem at length (of time) 
based on phr. at length in the sense jin 
extended line’ (xviII). 

tang! ten A. (dial.) serpent’s tongue, insect's 
sting XIV; point or spike, spec. of a metal 
tool xv; B. penetrating taste xv; slight 
smack xvi. Of Scand. origin (cf. ON., Da. 
tange point, spit). 

tang? ter sharp ringing note. XVII. perh. 
imit. @ ‘She had a tongue with a tang’ 
(Sh., ‘Tempest I1 ii 52) may be an early 
ex., if not a use of TANG}. 

tang? te large coarse seaweed (Fucus). 
XVIII. Of Scand. origin (Norw., Da. tang, 
Icel. þdng); adopted also in Fris., Du., etc. 


tanga tæ'ņ}gə coin or money of account in 
India, Persia, and Turkestan. xvi. = Pg. 
tanga — tanka in various Indian vernaculars 
:¿— Skr. taka weight. 


tangent tæ'ndzənt (geom.) adj. touching at a 
point xv1; sb. xvi (modL. tangens, for linea 
tangens touching line). — L. tangent-, -éns, 
prp. of tangere touch. See -ENT. Hence 
tangentiAL tendse:n[ol xvir. 


tangerine tendgzari‘n applied to a small 
variety of orange obtained from Tangier 
(Tanger), seaport of Morocco. XIX. orig. 
adJ. in 7. orange; see -INE!. 

tangible tcz-nd3ibl touchable xvi; discern- 
ible by touch xvii; realizable, palpable 
XVIII, — F. tangible or late L. tangibilis, 
f. tangere touch ; see TANGENT, -IBLE. 
tangle! te: gl Tinvolve (a person) in em- 
barrassment XIV; ENTANGLE XVI. ME. 
tangil, -el, var. of tagil in Rolle’s works; 
thereafter tangle (XVI); of obscure origin, 
Hence sb. tangled condition. XVII. 





TANTI 


tangle? tz-:ngl gen. term for the larger 
seaweeds. XVI (earliest Sc.). prob. - Norw. 
taangel, tongul, Veeroese tangul, repr. ON. 
Jpongull. 

tango tze:5ngou Negro dance adapted to the 
ballroom. xx. Amer. Sp. (locally, dance 
and music for this, and instrument of the 
tambourine kind). 


tangram tæ'ngræm Chinese geometrical 
puzzle. xix. Of unkn. origin. 


tank! tzenk in India, reservoir of water for 

irrigation, etc.; artificial receptacle for 
liquids in large quantities. xvii. = Indian 
vernacular word such as Gujerati tànkh, 
Marathi tdnken, perh. from Skr. taddga 
pond, lake. Hence ta-nker!, vessel for 
conveying oil. xx. 


tank? tenk military armoured car of 
British invention. XX; so named for 
reasons of secrecy. 


tankard tæ'ņkərd tlarge tub xiv ; drinking- 
vessel (esp. one-handled), xv. Of unkn. ori- 
gin, but cf. MDu., Du. tanckaert. 


tanner! tenor one who tans hides. OE. 
tannere, {. *tannian TAN; or— OF. tanere 
= med L., tanndtor. 


tanner?tze:nai (sl) sixpence. xix. Of unkn. 
origin. 

tannin tæ'nin astringent having the pro- 
perty of converting hide into leather. XIX. 
= F, tanin (1798, Proust), f. tan. TAN-- -in 
-IN. So tamnic. xIx. — F. tannique (1834, 
Pelouze). 


tanrec, tenrec tz-n-, te-nrek insectivorous 
mammal allied to the hedgehog. xviii. 
I. tanrec — Malagasy tandraka, trandraka. 


tansy tz-nzi herbaceous plant, Tanacetum 
vulgare. xv. — OF. tanesie (mod. tanaisie) 
poss. aphetic f. medL. athanasia tansy 
- Gr. athanasia immortality ; the relation to 
medL. tanacétum is not clear. 


tantalize te-ntalaiz torment with dis- 
appointment. xvi. f. Tantalus, name of a 
mythical king of Phrygia condemned to 
stand in Tartarus up to his chin in water 
which receded as he stooped to drink. 


tantalum tæ'ntələm (min.) a rare metal. 
XIX (discovered in 1802 by Ekeberg). f. 
Tantalus (see prec.), partly with allusion to 
its non-absorbent quality; the ending fol- 
lows aluminum; see ALUMINIUM. 


tantalus te-ntolos genus of storks, Tanta- 
lus ibis; spirit stand containing decanters 
locked up but visible. xix. L. - Gr. Tántalos. 

tantamount te:ntomaunt that amounts 
to as much. xvu. f. tantamount sb. 
equivalent, Tfantamount vb. amount to as 
much (both xvir). - AN. tant amunter ~ lt. 
tanto montare, i.e. tanto as much (= L. 
tantum, f. tam so+ -*to-), montare AMOUNT, 
MOUNT. 

tanti tæ'ntai of so much value, worth 
while; Tso much for. xvt. - L. tanti, g. of 
n. of tantus so much. 
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tanti-vy tentivi, tentivi fadv. at full 
gallop; sb. rapid gallop xvii; from c.1680, 
post-Restoration high churchman or Tory, 
nickname based on a caricature of such 
clergymen mounted on the Church of 
England and ‘riding tantivy’ to Rome. perh. 
intended to repr. the sound of horses 
galloping. 





tantrum tz:ntrom outburst of ill-temper. 
XVIII (Foote). Of unkn. origin. 


Taoism tà:ouizm one of the three religions 
of China. XIX. f. Tao tê king ‘book of 
reason and virtue’, in which the system is 
set forth; see -ISM. 


tapi tæp device for drawing liquid from a 
vessel. OE. tappa = MLG., MDu. tappe 
(Du. tap), OHG. zapho, MHG. zapfe (G. 
zapfen, ON. tappi:- Germ. — *tappon. 
Hence tap vb. fit with a tap OE.; draw 
(liquor) with a tap xv. late OE. tappian — 
(M)LG., (M)Du. tappen, (M)HG. zapfen, 
f. the cogn. sbs. 


tap? tæp strike lightly. xın (teppe, AncrR.). 
Either — (O)F. taper or independent imit. 
formation similar to flap, rap, slap. 


tape teip narrow strip of woven fabric. 

OE. tzeppa or teppe, repr. obscurely by 
ME. tape (Ch.); perh. rel. to OFris. tapia, 
MLG. teppen pluck, tear. 


taper terpor wax candle OE.; long wick 
coated with wax for use as a spill xix. OE. 
tapor, -er, -ur — (with dissimilation of $ .. 5 
tot..p) L. papyrus, on which the OE. word 
occurs as a gloss; cf. for the sense Pr. 
pabil, Sp. pábilo, Pg. pavio wick. Hence 
ta-per adj. becoming continuously nar- 
rower in one direction xv; whence ta:per 
vb. xvi. 


tapestry tz-pistri decorated textile fabric. 
Xv. alt. of Ttapisery, Ttapecery (xv) - (O)F. 
tapisserie, f. tapissier tapestry-worker, or 
tapisser cover with carpet, f. tapis carpet, 
OF., Pr. tapiz :- Rom. *tappétium, for late 
L. tapétium — Gr. tapétion, dim. of tdpés, 
~ét- tapestry. 

tapioca tepiou:ko prepared flour of the 
cassava. XVIII (tipioca). — Tupi-Guarani 
tipioca, f. tipi residue, dregs + ok, og squeeze 
out; the present form is due to F. Sp., Pg. 


tapir teipər swine-like animal of tropical 
America. xviit (Goldsmith). = Tupi tapira. 


tapis tæ'pi phr. on the t. (xvir), partial tr. 
F. sur le t. ‘on the table-cloth’, under dis- 
cussion; see TAPESTRY. 


tappal tepd-1 (Anglo-Ind.) transmission of 
letters, etc. by relays of runners. xvii. Of 
unkn. origin. 

tapster  te:psto1 woman who draws 
liquor OE. ; man who does this xvi(? xv). 
OE. tæppestre, orig. fem. of tappere, agent- 
noun of tappian TAPl; see -STER. 

tar! tàr dark thick liquid distilled from 
wood or coal. OE. teru, teoru, corr. to 


TARE 


MLG. ter(e) (LG. teer, whence Du., G. 
teer), MDu. tar, ter(re), ON. tjara :- Germ. 
*terw- (cf. OE. tyrze, *tierwe t- *terwjon), 
gen. held to be f. *trew- (IE. *drew-) TREE, 
the primary application having been to the 
black oily liquid produced by trees such as 
pines ; cf. Lith. derva pine-wood, tar, Lett. 
darva tar, ON. tyr|viór pine-wood; Finn. 
terva tar is - Germ. Hence ta:rry!. xvi. 


tar? tàr (colloq.) sailor. xvi1 (also Jack Tar 
XVIII); short for TARPAULIN. 


taradiddle tz-radidl petty falsehood. 
XVIII (Grose). 


tarantass tærəntæ's 
travelling carriage. XIX. 


tarantella tzerontelo rapid whirling S. 
Italian dance. xvui. It. tarantella 
(whence F. tarentelle), dim. formation on 
Taranto name of a town in Apulia, Italy (the 
ancient Tarentum). ‘The dance was popu- 
larly supposed to be a remedy for tara-n- 
tismM hysterical malady characterized by an 
impulse to dance (xvir)- modL. taran- 
tismus (cf. It. tarantismo, F. tarentismoe), f. 
Tarantum, Taranto; the malady itself was 
pop. attributed to the bite of the tarantula. 


tarantula tore-ntjilo large wolf-spider of 
S. Europe. xvi. -medL. tarantula = Ít. 
tarantola (whence F. tarentule), f. Taranto 
(see prec.), where it is commonly found. 


taratantara terote:ntorá word supposed 
to be imit. of thesound ofa trumpet or bugle. 
XVI. prob. after L. (Ennius) and It. tara- 
tantara; cf. medL, taratantarum sifting- 
machine; taratantara clapper, rattle. 


taraxacum təræ'ksəkəm (drug prepared 
from) dandelion Leontodon Taraxacum. 
XVIII. = medL. taraxacum — Arab. tar(a)kh- 
shaqéq — Pers. talkh chakék ‘bitter herb’, 


tarboosh taibi:/ Mohammedan fez. xv1it. 
— Egyptian Arab. tarbüsh. 


tardigrade ta-1digreid slow-paced XVII; 
(zool.) belonging to the family comprising the 
sloths xvii. — F. tardigrade or L. tardigradus 
(in n.pl. Tardigrada as : the name of an order), 
f. tardus slow: +--gradus stepping, walking; 
see TARDY, GRADE. 


tardy ta-1di slow xv (Caxton); late, behind- 
hand xvir (Milton). Late ME. tardif, -ive 
= (O)E tardif, -ive = Pr. tardiu, Sp. tardio, 
It. tardivo, Rum. tărziú t- CRom. *zardivu-s, 
f. tardus slow; see -1vE, -v!. Cf. HASTY. 

tare! teoz (seed of) vetch; in versions of the 
Bible (Matt. xiii 25) rendering L. zizania, 
Gr. zizdnia injurious weed among corn, 
darnel, cockle. xiv (Wycl. Bible, later ver- 
sion). Of unkn. origin; MDu. tarwe, terwe 
wheat (rel. to Lith. dirvd wheat-field) has 
been compared. 


tare® tear weight of the wrapping, recep- 

tacle, or conveyance containing goods. xv. 
— F. tare waste in goods, deficiency, also as 
in Eng. = Pr., Sp., It. tara - medL. tara 
— Arab. tarhah what is thrown away, f, 
taraha reject, 





4-wheeled Russian 
— Russ. tarantds. 
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TARGE 


targe tàid; (arch.) shield. xir (RGlouc.). 
-(O)F. targe = Pr. targua, It. targa, of 
Germ. origin as repr. by OE. targa, targe, 
ON. targa shield, OHG. zarga, (M)HG. 
zarge edging, border. 


target tà-igit (hist.) light round shield xiv 
(Maund.); marked with concentric circles 
to be used as a butt xvii. dim. of TARGE 
(see -ET), but of obscure history; the earliest 
forms in -get are ambiguous; they were 
succeeded by forms in -gat, -guet; these 
follow respectively OF. target(t)e and 
targuet(t)e (c£. It. targhetta). 


targum  tàá'gom Aramaic translation or 
paraphrase of portions of the O.T. xvi 
— Chaldee targiim interpretation, f. targém 
interpret; see DRAGOMAN. 





tariff te-rif Tarithmetical table; schedule 
or system of the rates of customs, item of 
this XVI; gen. classified list of charges XVIII. 
=F. tarif- It. tariffa, Sp. tarifa = Turk. 
ta'rifa — Arab. ta'rif, f. 'arafa notify, make 
known. 


tarlatan tà-loton kind of thin muslin. 
XVIII (tarvn-) — F. tarlatane, alt. of tarnatane. 


tarmac td-imezk (xx) registered trademark 
of a kind of tar MACADAM (XIX) road material 
of broken stone with a binder of tar. 


tarn tàin small mountain lake. xiv. Late 
ME. terne, tarne - ON. *tarnu (tjorn, tjorn, 
Sw. dial. tjärn, tärn, Norw. tjörn, Da. 
tjern). 


tarnation tasnei-fon damnable, -bly. xvii. 
var. of darnation, euph. var. of DAMNATION; 
assoc. with tarnal (xviII), aphetic of eternal, 
used as an expression of execration. 


tarnish taanif dim. the lustre of. xvi. 
— F. terniss-, extended stem (see -ISH?) of 
ternir (== It. ternire in Florio 1598, but not 
elsewhere), whence £erne dim, dull, of unkn. 
origin; the change of -er- to -ar- is un- 
paralleled at this date. 


taro tā'rou, tærou food plant, Colocasia 
antiquorum. xvitt (Cook). Native Poly- 
nesian name. 


tarot tz'rou one of a set of playing-cards. 
xvi. — F. £arot — It. tarocco (pl. -chi), of 
unkn. origin. 


tarpaulin  tàip»lin (sheet of) tarred 
canvas XVII (-zng, B. Jonson); nickname 
for a sailor xvir (also Ttarpaulian) ; cf. TAR. 
Of unkn. origin; presumed to be f. TAR+ 
PALL! 4- -INGl, 


tarpon  tàupon jew-fish, Megalops at- 
lanticus. xvii. - Du. tarpoen, of unkn. 
origin. 


tarragon tz-:rogen composite plant Arte- 
misia Dracunculus. xvi. Given first as 
repr. medL. tragonia and tarchon, the latter 
of which goes back to medGr. tarkhén, 
which may be an Arab. deformation of Gr. 
drákon. 


TASSEL 


tarry teri (now literary in Great Britain) 
Tdelay, retard xiv (R. Mannyng); delay, 
hnger xiV. In earliest use identical in form 
with ME. tary vex, harass, repr. OE. *tzrgan, 
tergan, and OF. tarier, of unkn. origin; but 
the sense is against identity; for Sc. var. 
tarrow delay, hesitate, cf. harrow beside 
harry. 


tarsia ta-1sia mosaic inlaid wood. XVII. 
— It. tarsta, of unkn. origin. 


tarsus t4-Isas (anat.) posterior parts of the 
foot. xvir. modL.-—Gr. tarsds flat of the 
foot, comb. form tars(o)-. 

tart! tazt piece of pastry (now open) with 
fruit or jam filling. xıv (Tartes of Turky). = 
OF. tarte (med.L tarta x11), of unkn. origin. 


tart? tait sharp to the taste xiv (Ch.; 
meaning doubtful); sharp or biting in tone 
XVII. OE. teart ‘acerrimus’, ‘asperrimus’, 
teartlice ‘acriter’, teartness ‘acerbitas’. 


tartan täutən (orig. Sc.) woollen cloth 
woven in stripes crossing at right angles. 
XVI. perh. = OF, tertaine, var. of tiretaine 
cloth half wool, half linen or cotton, of 
unkn. origin. 


tartar ta:‘iter bitartrate of potash adhering 
as a crust to the sides of wine casks. XIV 
(tartre Ch., zartar Trevisa). — medL. 
tartarum ~ medGr. tártaron, of unkn. origin ; 
cf. modF. tartre, Sp., It. tartaro. So tar- 
tarIC taite-rik, xvii. = F. or modL. 
Tartar tator native inhabitant of the 
region of Central Asia extending eastward 
from the Caspian Sea. xiv (Tartre, Ch.). 
-(O)F. Tartare or medL. Tartarus; var. 
Tatar tātăr xvii; widely current in 
Europe and the East. So TartariaN 
-fa‘rion. XIV (-:em, Maund.). - OF. tar- 
tarien. Tartarıc -æ'rik. XIX. 


Tartarus tà-itoros infernal regions of Gr. 
and Roman mythology. xvr. L.- Gr. 
Jdrtaros. So  TartarEAN  taitea-rion, 
T-EOUS, XVII. 


tartrate tà-treit (chem.) salt of tartaric 
acid. xvin. — F. tartrate, f. tartre TARTAR; 
see -ATE?. So ta-rtr(0)- in names of com- 
pounds derived from tartaric acid. 


Tartuffe tārta'f, -tu'f hypocritical pre- 
tender to religion, etc. XVII. Gen. use of 
name of the principal character in Molière’s 
comedy so entitled (1664), taken from It. 
Tartufo, a use of tartuffo truffle, as a con- 
cealed production. 


task task piece of work imposed or under- 
taken xuI (Cursor M.); Ttax, tribute xiv. 
— ONF. tasque, var. of OF. tasche (mod. 
tâche) - medL. tasca, alt. of taxa, f. L. 
taxare TAX. 

tass tes cup, small goblet. xv (Caxton). 
-(O)F, tasse = Pr. tassa, Sp. taza, It. 
tazza = Arab. tass, tassah basin — Pers. tast. 

tassel tes] clasp, fibula x111 (Cursor M.), 
pendent ornament consisting of a knob 
with fringe attached xiv. - OF. tas(s)el, of 
unkn. origin; AL. tassellus (x11). 
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TASTE 


taste teist examine by touch, try, test; 
experience or try the flavour of xiii; have 
a particular flavour xvi. = OF. taster (mod. 
tater) touch, feel, try, taste = Pr., OSp. 
tastar, It. tastare:- Rom.  *tastáre, sup- 
posed to be blend of L. tangere touch (cf. 
TACT) and gustdre taste (cf. Gusto). So sb. 
— OF. tast, f. the vb. Hence tasty? 
pleasant to taste. xvi (in untasty). 


tat see TI1?. 


ta-ta tæ'tā infantile expression for good- 
bye. xix (far, tar, Dickens). Hence sb, 
teeta in go ta-ta's or for a ta-ta go for a walk. 


Tatar see TARTAR. 


tatter tz-tor (chiefly pl.) irregularly torn 
piece. First recorded in  tatarwagges 
(c.1400), but implied in earlier tattered orig. 
tclothed in slashed garments (tatird Rolle, 
tatrid Wyclif), tatering slashing of garments 
(Wyclif). - ON. *taturr (Icel. tóturr, Norw. 
dial. totra), pl. tọtrar rags, rel. to OF. 
tattec rag, and prob. further to OHG. 
zeter rag; cf. deriv. OF. taterele (‘Aucassin 
et Nicolete’ vi). 


tatterdemalian te-toidimei-lion ragged 
fellow. xvi (Dekker, B. Jonson). f. TATTER 
or tattered (see prec.) -+ an obscure el.; in 
early use often -allian, -allion. 


tatting tæ'tiņ kind of knotted lace work. 
xix. Of unkn. origin; but cf. Sc. tate tuft, 
tatty matted (xvi). 


tattle tæ'tl ffalter, stammer xv (Caxton); 
talk idly or without reticence xvr. - MFlem. 
tatelen, parallel to the more usual MFlem., 
MDu., MLG. tateren; of imit. origin; see 
-LE?. Cf. TITTLE-TATTLE. 


tattoo! tzetü- signal by beat of drum, etc., 
for soldiers to return to quarters XVII; 
military entertainment based on an elabora- 
tion of this xviH. orig. fap-too, -tow- — 
Du. taptoe (whence also Sw. tapto, Russ. 
taptd), f. tap TAP! + toe, for doe toe ‘do 
to’, shut; the primary application seems 
to have been to a signal for the turning off 
of the taps of barrels of drink at the end of 
the day; cf. synon. G. zapfenstreich, LG. 
tappenslag lit. ‘tap-blow’. 
tattoo’ teti designs on the skin made by 
puncturing it and inserting pigments. 
XVIII (tattow). j i 
Tahiti, Samoa, Tonga tatau, in Marquesa 
ta-tu. 


tau tō name of the Gr. and the Semitic 
letter T; mark or figure of this shape, St. 
Anthony’s cross. xu (Cursor M.). 


taube tau:bo type of monoplane employed 
by Germany in the war of 1914-18. G., 
pigeon; cf. DOVE. 


taunt! tint ftin phr. taunt pour (or for) 
taunt tit for tat in reply; Tsmart rejoinder, 
witty jibe; scornful reproach or challenge 
XVI. orig. — F. phr. tant pour tant ‘so much 
for so much’, like for like (L. tantum, n. of 
tantus so great, rel. to tam so). Hence 


Of Polynesian origin; in. 


TAX 


taunt vb. tanswer back; reproach scorn- 
fully. xvi. 


taunt? tint ‘+thaughty, (dial.) pert xv; 
(naut.) tall, of masts and rigging XVI. 
prob. aphetic of ataunt tas much as possible, 
in full (xiv), with all rigging in use, in full 
sail (xvir) - (O)F. autant as much, f. Tai, 
var. of Tel one more :- Rom. *alid, for L. 
aliud, n. of alius other (cf. ELSE) 4- tant (see 
prec.) ; but the development is obscure. 


tauromachy t5ro:moki bull-fighting, bull- 
fight. xix (Thackeray). — Gr. tauromakhia, 
f. taáüros bull 4-mákhé fighting; see -v?. 


taut tot tense, distended xiv; tightly 
drawn XVII. For earlier taught, alt. (cf. 
daughter) of tought, ME. touht, to3t, 
prob. identical with the common var. 
tought of TOUGH, with the sense influenced 
by assoc. with to3-, pp. stem of tee, OE. 
téon draw, pull (see ruc). 


tautology tāto'lədzi repetition of the same 
word or phrase or of the same idea in other 
words. xvi. =]late L. żautologia —- Gr. 
tautologíá, f. tautológos repeating what has 
been said (whence tauto logous xviii), 
f. tautó the same-- -logos saying ; see -LOGY. 


tavern tevoin house for the sale of drink. 
XII. —(OJ)F. taverne — Pr., It. taverna i= 
L. taberna (for the suffix cf. CAVERN, 
CISTERN). So ta-verner (arch.) tavern- 
keeper. xiv - (O)F. tavernier ; cf. L. taber- 
nárius; see -ERI, Survives in the surname 
Taverner, beside Tabberner. 


taw! t5 prepare or dress (raw material), 

spec. in the conversion of skins into leather. 
OE. tawian rel. to OS. togean, MLG., 
MDu. touwen, OHG. gouwen, ON. (pt.) 
tawidō, Goth. taujan := CGerm. *tawõjan, 
*tawjan do, make, prepare. 


taw? tō large choice or fancy marble. 
xvin. Of unkEn. origin. 


tawdry  to5dri short for t. lace XVII 
(Drayton); cheap and pretentious finery; 
hence adj. of the nature of this xvii. orig. 
in Seynt Audries lace, tawdrie lace (xvi) 
‘lace’ or necktie such as was sold at St 
Audrey’s fair in remembrance of St Audrey, 
ie. Etheldrida, or 7Epelpryp (daughter of 
Anna, king of East Anglia, and patron saint 
of Ely), who died of a tumour in the throat 
which she regarded as a just retribution for 
her youthful fondness for splendid neck- 
laces. @ For the metathesis of t of Saint 
cf. Tooley (Street) from St Olave’s. 


tawny ti-ni brown with a preponderance 
of yellow or orange. xiv (PPl.) - AN. tauné, 
OF. tané (cf. AL. taunátus X111) dark like 
tan, f. tan TAN. Cf. TENNÉ, -Y5. 


taws(e) tdz (chiefly Sc.) whip for a spinning 
top; leather thong used for chastisement. 
XVI. pl. of tav tawed leather, thong, f. TAw!. 


tax teks determine the amount of (a fine, 
etc.) XIII; impose a tax on XIV; censure, 
take to task xvi. — (O)F. taxer - L. taxdre 
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TAXI 


TECTONIC 





(whence also OF. tausser, Sp. tasar, It. tas- 
sare), perh. Gr. ?dssein (see next). Hence 
tax sb. compulsory contribution. xIV ; cf. F. 
taxe (Xv), medL. taxa. So taXaA:TION. XIV. 
-(O)F. - L. 


taxi te-ksi short (xx) for taxt-cab, which 

is for taximeter cab cab fitted with a 
taximeter teksi-mitor (xix) automatic 
contrivance to indicate distance traversed 
and fare due—F. taximétre, f. taxe tariff 
(TAX)+ -mètre -METER (so It. tassametro); 
slightly earlier taxameter, after G. (earlier 
still, c.1875, taxanom), with assim. to Gr. 
táxis. Hence vb. travel by t. ; (of aircraft) run 
along the ground before taking off or after 
alighting xx. 


taxidermy te: ksid5umi preserving and 
mounting skins of animals. xix. f. Gr. 
táxis arrangement (rel to tdssein order, fix) 
+dérma skin (cf. TEAR*); see -v?. Hence 
ta.xidermiusr. xix. 


taxonomy tekso:nomi scientifc classifica- 
tion. XIX. — F. taxonomie (de Candolle, 
1813), irreg. f. Gr. táxis; see prec. and 
-NOMY. 


taxwax teksweks xvin, ta-xywa-xy XIX. 
See PAXWAX. 


tazza  tz:tsa shallow ornamental bowl. 
XIX. It., see TASS. 
T.B. tibi- colloq. abbrev. of tubercle 


bacillus, pop. of tuberculosis. 


tcha(h) tfa repr. an excl. expressing im- 
patience, dissent, etc. xix (Dickens). Also 
tchu(h). xix (Geo. Eliot). 


tehick tfik click made with the tongue 
against the palate. xix (Scott). imit. Also 
tck xix (Kipling). 


tea ti (leaves of) a plant, Thea chinensis, 
Camellia theifera, from which a beverage is 
made xvII; the beverage itself. Early 
forms also tay, tey, repr. the pronunc. té, 
tei, still in dial. use, prob. immed. — Du. 
tee — Chinese (Amoy) ?'e, in Mandarin 
dial. cka, whence earlier cha, chaa, 
chia (xvi). Cf. F. thé, Sp. te, It. té, G. Tthee, 
tee. 


teach titf pt, pp. taught t5t Tshow; 
show by way of information or instruction. 
OE. tan (pt. t&hte, Nhb. tahte):- *taikjan, 
rel. to £dcen TOKEN. The north. type of pt. 
prevailed; teached survived dial. as repr. of 
ME. teched (xiri, Cursor M.). 


Teague tig (former) nickname of an Irish- 
man. XVIIL Generalized use of Ir. Tadhg 
tég, tig, identified with Thaddeus, and the 
var. Thady. 


teak tik (wood of) large E. Indian tree, 
Tectona grandis. xvii (Fryer). = Pg. teca 
— Malayalam tékka, 


teal til freshwater fowl Querquedula 
crecca. xiv. rel. to MLG. télink, MDu. 
téling, teiling (Du. teling); ult. origin unkn. 


team tim A. tchild-bearing, toffspring, 

(dial.) family, brood OE.; B. set of draught 
animals OE.; number of persons in con- 
certed action xvi; tC. (leg) vouching to 
warranty OE.; D. (dial., after ON. taumr) 
chain for yoking draught animals xiv. 
OE. téam = OF ris. tdm bridle, progeny, 
OS. töm, OHG. zoum!(G. zaum), ON. taumr 
bridle, rein :- CGerm. (exc. Gothic) *tau- 
maz, prob. for *taugmaz, f. *taux- 
draw, rel. to L. dücere (see pucr). Hence 
tea-msTER. orig. U.S. xviii. 


teapoy ti-poi three-legged stand. XIX. 
Hindi, f. tin, in comb. tir three-]- Pers. pai 
FOOT. 


tear! tio: drop of fluid shed by the eye. 
OE. téar (contr. of *teayor), ONhb. tehher, 
ther (in MSc. techyr) — OFris. tàr, OHG. 
zah(h)ar (G. zühre, orig. pl), ON. tdr, 
Goth. tagr :- IE. *dakru-, repr. also by OL. 
dacruma (L. lacruma, -ima; cf. LACHRY- 
MOSE), Gr. dákru, W. deigr, Ir. dér. 


tear’ tear pt. tore tər, pp. torn toin 
pull asunder by force. OE. teran, pt. tær, 
pp. toren = OS. terian, MLG., (M)Du. 
teren, OHG. zeran (G. zehren) destroy, con- 
sume, Goth. dis|tairan; the IE. base *der- is 
repr. by Gr. dérein flay, Skr. drndti. 


tease tiz A. separate the fibres of (wool, 

etc.) OE.; B. irritate by persistent action 
xvi. OE., t@san = (M)LG., MDu, tézen 
(Du. teezen), OHG. geisan (G. dial. 
zeisen) :- WGerm. *taisjan (*taisan); cf. 
(dial. tose, toze (xit), repr. OE. "tásian 
:- *tais0jan. A For the transf. meaning 
cf. HECKLE. 


teasel, teazle trzl plant of the genus Di- 
psacus; the prickly flower heads of which 
are used for teasing cloth OE., t&s(e)l = 
OHG. zeisala (MHG eeisel), f. base of 
*taisan TEASE; see -EL!, -LE!. 


teat tit nipple of breast or udder. xir. 
ME. tete - OF. tete (later and mod. tette) 
— Pr., Sp. teta, It. tetta, prob. of Germ. 
origin (see Trr! which it repl. in the stan- 
dard lang.). 


tec tek (sl) short for DETECTIVE. XIX. 


technic teknik, te-chnicaL pert. to art or 
an art. XVII. —L. technicus (Quintilian) 
—- Gr. tekhnikós, f. tékhné art, craft, prob. 
f. IE. #tek- shape, construct (cf. TECTONIC); 
see -IC, -ICAL. So technique tekni-k 
manner ofartistic execution. XIX (Coleridge). 
-F., sb. use of adj-L. technicus. 
techno:Locy scientific study of the arts; 
technical terminology. XVIIL. -—modL. 
*technologia — Gr. tekhnologid. techno- 
lo-gicaL. xvii. — modL. technologicus. 


tectonic tekto-nik pert. to building or 
construction. XVII. — lateL. tectonicus — Gr. 
tektonikós, f. tekton-, téktón carpenter, perh, 
rel. to L. texere (see TEXT). 
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TED 


TELE- 





ted ted (dial.) spread out for drying, 
scatter. xv.- ON, tedja, pt. tadda, rel. to 
tad dung, toddi small piece (see TOD?), 
OHG. (G. dial) zetten spread. 


teddy te:di pet-form (see -v9) of Edward, 


totum all, the whole, its initial T, which 
stood on one of the four sides, the other 
letters A, D, N, standing for L. aufer, 
depone, nihil. Earlier Ttotum xvir (cf. F. 
ttotum, now toton). 


Edmund, Theodore; te:ddy BEAR’, stuffed | teg teg sheep (formerly ewe) in its second 


figure of a bear, with ref. to Theodore 
Roosevelt, president of U.S.A. i9or-9. 
te-ddy Bov, with ref. to Edward VII of 
England (1901-10), the style of costume of 
whose reign is imitated by the boys so 
named. 


Te Deum ti di-om opening words of the 
canticle beginning Te Deum laudamus 
“Thee God we praise’, recited at matins in 
the Western Church. xiv (Ch.). 

tedious ti-diss, -jas ‘wearisome by con- 
tinuance’ (J.). xv (Lydg.). - OF. tedieus or 
late L. tædiðsus, f. L. tædium (whence 
tedium xvii) weariness, disgust, f. tædēre 
be wearisome; see -IOUS. 


tee! ti letter T or T-shaped object. xv. 


tee? ti starting-place at golf. xviir. Clipped 
form of earlier Țteaz (xvii), of unkn. origin. 


tee® ti mark on the ice at curling. xvin. 


year. xvi. ME. *tegge, *tagge in place- 
names repr. OE. *tegga, *tagga, parallel to 
OSw. takka, Sw. tacka ewe. In the forma- 
tion cf. earwig, thaysugge hedge-sparrow, 
pig, stag. 


tegument te-gjiiment covering, envelope. 


xv. —L. tegumentum, f. tegere cover; see 
THATCH, -MENT, and cf. INTEGUMENT. 


tehee tihi- repr. light (derisive) laughter. 


XIV (Ch.) ; earlier in gerund tithing. 


teichopsia  taiko:psio (path.) temporary 


blindness accompanying ophthalmic head- 
ache. xix. modL,., f. Gr. tefkhos wall 4-ópsis 
sight+--1A!; a frequent symptom is an appear- 
ance as of battlements. 


teil til linden tree. xvi (teyle). - OF. teil, 


var. of til = Pr. telh, It. tigho = Rom. 
*nlium, for L. tilia linden tree, F. teille, 
tille linden-bast. 


Of unkn. origin; perh. identical with TEE’. | telesthesia teléspi:sio perception at a 


tee-hee see TEHEE. 


teem tim Tbring forth OE.; be prolific, 
abound with xvi. OE. téman (WS. tieman) 


distance. x1x. modL. (Myers, 1882), f. 
Gr, téle YELE- -+ aisthésis perception (see 
ZESTHETIC, -1A!). 


$= *taumjan, f. Germ. *taumaz TEAM. tele- teli, tile: before a vowel prop. tel-, 


teen tin finjury, hurt OE.; (dial.) spite, 

malice xi; (arch.) affliction, grief XIII. 
OE. téona = OF ris. tiona, tiuna, OS. tiono, 
and OE. téon = ON. tjén, Gr. dué mis- 
fortune, misery, Skr. dunóti. 


-teen tin (str. or unstr. acc. to position) OE. 
*-tiene, -téne, -tyne — OFris. -ten(e), -tine, 
OS. -tein, OHG. -zehan, Goth. -zaihun (Du. 
-tien, G. -zehn), inflected form of TEN added 
to cardinals from threeto nine. Based on these 
are the ordinals in -teenTH?tinp, ME. -tenpe, 
alt. (by assim. to TEN) of -tebe, OE. -teopa, 
-teogoba, corr. to OFris. -tinda, OHG. 
-zehanto (Du. -tiende, G. -zehnte), ON. 
-iándi. tee-DAGE, -agrn!. xx. 


teeny trni expressive alt. of TINY (cf. 
leetle for little). xix. Also teeny-weenv. 


teethe tid cut teeth. xv. f. teeth, pl. of 
TOOTH. 


teetotal titou-tol pert. to total abstinence. 
XIX. Said to have been first used by one 
Richard Turner, of Preston, Lancashire, 
about September 1833, in a speech advo- 
cating total abstinence from intoxicating 
liquors, in preference to abstinence from 
ardent spirits only. Perh. based on tee- 
totally adv., a strengthened form of totally 
(quasi 7-totally), which is recorded from 
U.S. in 1832. 


teetotum titou:tom top with four sides 
lettered to decide the spinner’s luck. xviri. 
orig. T totum, formed by prefixing to L.. 
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but more often in the full form, repr. Gr. 
téle-, comb. form of téle afar, far off (rel. 
to télos end), comp.: telegraph te-ligraf 
Tsemaphore, signalling apparatus; ap- 
paratus for conveying a message to a 
distance by electricity xvin. - F. télé= 
graphe, suggested in 1792 by Miot de 
Mélito instead of the inventor Chappe's 
own term, tachygraphe, and accepted by 
him. Hence telecRAM message so sent 
xix, tele-GRAPHY xVvirI, teleGRA-PHIC XVIII. 
telemeter  tile-mitar instrument for 
determining the distance of objects XIX. 
telepathy tile-papi communication from 
mind to mind without aid of the senses 
(Myers, 1882). Gr. -patheid feeling, per- 
ception, rel. to patheîn suffer, PATHOS. 
telephone telifoun apparatus for trans- 
mitting sounds to a distant hearer xix; 
hence telephonic  -fonik, telephon:sT 
tile-fanist ; the formation is first exemplified 
in G. telephon (1796); te-lePRINTER a type- 
printing telegraph xx; telescope te:li- 
skoup optical instrument for making distant 
objects appear nearer and larger. xvii (the 
It. form was used by Boyle). ~ It. telescopio 
(Galilei) or modL. telescopium (Porta); 
hence vb. (orig. U.S. xIX) cause to move 
into another object or collapse like the 
sliding parts of a telescope. telescopic 
-sko:pik XVIII, T-sco:picar xvrir. tele- 
VLI:'SION (now usu. te:]i-) system of projecting 
a distant scene or action on a screen by 
means of photo-electrical and wireless 
processes XX; Telex teleks system of 


TELEGA 





telegraphy in which printed signals or mes- 
sages are exchanged by teleprinters con- 
nected to the public telecommunication 
network, f. teleprinter-+ exchange xx. 


telega telei-ga four-wheeled Russian cart. 
XVI. Russ. teléga. 


teleo~ te:liou, telio- before a vowel tele-, 
repr. teleo-, comb. form of Gr. téleos (-ezos) 
perfect, complete, f. télos end, as in teleo-- 
LOGY doctrine of final causes. XVIII. 
- modL. zeleologia (Wolf 1728). b. Applied 
in scientific terms to features exhibiting 
full development. 


tell tel pt, pp. told tould. A. mention in 

order, narrate OE.; B. make known, de- 
clare; inform; relate OE. ; (arch., exc. in 
all told, untold wealth, tell one's beads), 
mention numerical, count OE.; be of 
account (e.g. in telling ppl. adj.) xvii. OE. 
tellan, pt. tealde, pp. geteald — OFris. talia, 
tella, OS. tellian, (M)LG., (M)Du. tellen, 
OHG. zellen (zalta, gizalt), G. zählen 
reckon, count (cf. erzählen recount, relate), 
ON. telja ~~ CGerm. (exc. Gothic) *taljan, 
f. *taló TALE. Hence tellER! one who 
relates XIII; one who keeps tally xv; one 
selected to count votes XVII. 


tellurium teljuo:iom (min.) one of the 
rarer elements. xvii. modL., named bv 
Klaproth 1798; f. L. tellür-, tellüs earth 4- 
-IUM, in contrast to his own discovery 
URANIUM. 


telpher telfor travelling unit in a system 
of telpheraGz, transport effected auto- 
matically by electricity. xrx (F. Jenkin). 
contr. form of *telephore, f. Gr. téle TELE--++ 
-phoros bearing ( phérein BEAR?). 


telson te:dson (zool.) last segment of some 
crustaceans, etc. XIX. — Gr. télson limit. 


Telugu telugü name of a Dravidian people 
and their language, spoken on the Coro- 
mandel coast north of Madras. xvi. Of 
unkn. origin; called also Tenugu, which 
native pundits explain as ‘mellifluous’ and 
derive from téne honey. The Tamil name is 
Vadugu ‘the Northern’, whence older Pg. 
Badages and older G. Waruga. 


temerarious  temojéo'rios unreasonably 
bold or venturous. xvi. f. L. temerdrius 
fortuitous, rash, f. temere blindly, rashly, 
orig. instr. abl. of *temus, *temer- darkness 
rel. to tenebra; see TENEBROUS, -ARIOUS. 
So temeriTY time-riti rashness. XV. = L., 
f. temere; cf. F. témérité. 


temper te:mpoi Tdue mixture of elements 
xiv (Trevisa); chiefly in various senses of 
temperament and temperature from xv; 
mental balance; frame of mind XVII; (out- 
burst of) ill humour xix. f. te:mper vb. 
OE. temprian (= OS. temperon) Tmingle, 
blend; restrain, tregulate OE.; impart due 
hardness, etc. to (steel xiv (Ch). -L. 
temperadre mingle, restrain oneself, perh. 
orig. combine in due proportion, and rel. 
to temper-, tempus time, due season (but 


. tempest 


TEMPO 





the conditions are obscure). So tempera 
tempərə painting in distemper. XIX. 
= It. in phr. pingere a tempera, f. temperare 
-L. temperAMENT temporoment Tdue 
mixture of elements xv (Lydg.) ; combina- 
tion of the four cardinal humours XVII, as 
constituting the natural disposition xix. 
~ L. temperdmentum, Í. temperdre. te-mper- 
ANCE self-restraint, moderation xIv (Rolle), 
spec. in food and drink xvr. = AN. temper- 
aunce = L. temperantia. temperare? 
moderate xıv (Trevisa, Wyclif); of the 
zones lying between the torrid and frigid 
XVI (cf. Vitruvius! use of the L.). -L. 
temperatus, pp. of temperáre. temperatunE 
te:mporoatíuoi mixture; Ttemperament 
XVI; state with regard to heat and cold xvir 
(Boyle). = F. température or L. 


tempist violent storm. XIII. 
— OF. tempeste (mod. tempête) and tempest = 
Pr., It. tempesta and Pr. tempest :- Rom. 
*tempesta and *tempestum, for L. tempestás 
season, weather, storm, f. tempus time, 
season. So tempe'stuous. xvi. -late L. 
tempestuósus ; earlier Ttempeste(v)ous, -10us, 
after plente(v)ous, etc. ; see PLENTEOUS. 


templar te:mplo: A. member of an order 
of knights orig. occupying a building on or 
near the site of the Temple of Solomon at 
Jerusalem x111; B. barrister of the Inner or 
the Middle Temple, London xvi. — AN. 
templer, (O)F. templier - medL. templarius 
or templáris, f. teniplum TEMPLE! ; see -AR. 
Established in 1851 as the designation of 
an organization of total abstainers (the 
Independent Order of Good Templars), 
based on the model of an order of free- 
masons calling themselves Knights Tem- 
plars, both orig. in U.S.A. 


temple! templ sacred edifice. OE. 
temp(e)l (— L. templum), reinforced in ME. 
by (O)F. temple — Pr. temple, Sp. templo, 
It. tempio :- L.. templum space marked out 
by an augur for taking observations, broad 
open space, consecrated space, sanctuary, 
prob. rel. to Gr. témenos reserved or sacred 
enclosure, f. base of témnein cut (cf. 
TMESIS, TOME). Formerly designating head- 
quarters of the Knights Templars (xu) and 
hence (Xiv) the name of two inns of court 
in London, which stand on the site of 
buildings once occupied by them. 


temple? templ flat part of the head be- 
tween forehead and either ear. xiv 
(Rolle). - OF. temple (mod. tempe) = Pr. 
templa, It. tempia :- Rom. *tempula, alt. of 
L. tempora, pl. of tempus. 


temple? te:mpl  weaver's stretcher. XV 
(Cath. Angl). - F. temple, ult. identical 
with TEMPLE®, 


templet te-mplit plate of timber. XVII 


(Moxon). prob. f, TEMPLE®; see -ET. 


tempo te-mpou (mus.) relative speed or 
rate of movement. xvii. It. s= L. tempus 
time, 
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TEMPORAL 


temporal! te-mporal ttemporary; pert. to 
human life, worldly; secular xIv; (gram., 
pros.) relating to time or tense XVII. — (O)F. 
temporel or L. temporális, £. tempor-, tempus 
time. See -AL!. So tempora: Lirvy ttem- 
poral things XIv; material possessions xv. 
= late L. £emporàálitàs. te-mporalrv? (pl.) 
temporal things; body of temporal persons 
or laymen. xiv (Trevisa). temporary 
te‘mporeri lasting for a limited time. xvi. 
- L. temporárius, f. tempor-, tempus. tem- 
porizE te:mporaiz adopt a course for the 
time. xvI. — F. temporiser pass one's time, 
wait one's time - medL. temporizaàre, f. L. 
tempor-, tempus. 

temporal? te'mpərəl pert. to the temples. 
xvi. -]late L. temporális, f. tempora; see 
TEMPLE?, -A1!, 


tempt temPt test, try (surviving in tempt 
God, fate, fortune, the sea, etc.); try to 
attract, entice XIII. = OF. tempter, learned 
form beside fenter :*- L. temptare handle, 
feel, try the strength of, test, attempt. So 
tempta-‘TION. x11. - OF. —- L. 


ten ten ro, x. OE. (Anglian) tén(e), (WS.) 
ten(e) — Oris. tian, téne, tine, OS. tehan 
(Du. tien), OHG. zehan (G. zehn), ON. tiu, 
Goth. tathun :- Germ *teyan, beside *texun 
:- IE. *dekm, whence also L. decem (cf. 
DECIMAL), Gr. déka, OSI. deseti, Skr. 
dáça, Toch. sak. tenth tenp ioth. ME. 
tenþe (x11), alt. by assim. to TEN of tethe, 
OE. teogopa (see TITHE, -TH?); cf. Gr. 
dékatos, OSI. desjátyi. 


tenable te-nobl, ti: capable of being held. 
xvi. ~(O)F. tenable, f. tenir hold ; see TEN- 
ANT and -ABLE. 


tenace tenəs at whist, combination of 
cards controlling the opponent’s holding. 
XVII. ~ F. tenace — Sp. tenaza lit. pincers, 
tongs = L. tenãcia, f. tenāx. 


tenacious tinei'fəs holding together, hold- 
ing fast, persistent. xvi. f. L. tendci-, tendx, 
f. tenére hold; see next and ~1ous. So 
tena-cITY -z:siti xvi. -(O)F. or L. 
tendcitas. 
tenant te-nont one who holds land, esp. of 
a lord; one who holds on lease for a term. 
XIV. ~ (O)F. tenant, sb. use of prp. of tentr 
hold - (with change of conjugation) L. 
tenére, rel. to tendere stretch, TEND’, with 
which it has the pp. (tentus) in common. 
See -ANT. Hence te-nantRy xiv. 


tench tent{ freshwater fish, Tinca vulgaris. 
XIV. —OF. tenche (mod. tanche) := late L. 
tinca. 


tend! tend orig. in various senses of attend 
and intend XIV; now only in gen. use, take 
care of, be in charge of, look after xv. 
Aphetic of ATTEND and tentend, INTEND. 
Hence or aphetic of ATTENDANCE Tte:nd- 
ANCE. xvi. Hence tender? tattendant, 
ministrant XV; boat attending a larger one 
XVII; car attached to a locomotive XIX; one 
who has charge of a bar, etc. xix. Partly 
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TENET 


f. attender (xv), partly immed. f. TEND! -+ 
-ERİ, 


tend? tend have a disposition to or towards. 


XIV. —(O)F. tendre :- L. tendere stretch, 
f. IE. *ten- *ton- stretch, extend, for other 
derivs. of which see TENANT, TENDER}, 
TENET, TENOR, TENSE, TENT}, TENUOUS, 
TETANUS, THIN, TONE. 


tendency  te:xndonsi fact or quality of 


tending to something. XVIL  - medL. 
tendentia (Bonaventura, Duns Scotus), f. 
L. tendent-, -éns, prp. of tendere TEND?. 
Also Tte-ndence (xvi) - (O)F. tendance. 
See -ENCE, -ENCY. Hence tende: ntrar -fol, 
XIX, tende: ntrous -fəs xx, having a 
(purposed) tendency; cf. F. tendancieux, 
G. tendenziós. 


tender! te-ndaz easily broken or injured 


xi (AncrR.); having delicacy of feeling xrr1 
(Cursor M.); susceptible to moral or spiri- 
tual influences xvi. — (O)F. tendre = Pr. 
tenre, tendre, Sp. tierno, Pg. tenro, It. tenero 
+= L. tener-, tener tender, delicate, f. *ten- 
(see TEND?). 


tender? ta-ndoz offer for acceptance. XVI. 


— (O)F. tendre :- L. tendere stretch, hold 
forth (cf. TEND*). @Q For the unusual 
retention of the inf. ending cf. RENDER. 
Hence sb. formal offer xv. 


tendon te:nden cord of tissue terminating 


a muscle xvi. =F. tendon or medL. 
tendó(n-) ; f. L. tendere, tr. Gr. ténón sinew 
(whence late L. £enón), sb. use of aorist pple. 
of teinein stretch, TEND?. Hence te:xndonovs 
XVI, superseded by te-ndinous, based on 
modL. tendin- (cf. It. tendine), which repl. 
tendón-, on the model of L. words in -do, 
-din-. 


tendril  te-ndril slender (often spiral) 


thread-like appendage of a plant. xvi. 
prob. alt., after F. dim. ttendrillon, of 
ttendron young shoot, (pl.) cartilages of the 
ribs (xıv) — (O)F. tendron, earlier tendrun 
tender part or shoot, cartilage = It. 
tenerume shoots :- Rom. *tenerümen shoots, 
f. L. tener TENDER!. 


tenebra tenibri Holy Week devotion 


(matins and lauds) at which candles lighted 
at the beginning are successively put out. 
xvi. L (pl.), parallel to Skr. tdmah, g. 
tdmasah, Lith. tamsd, Lett. timsa darkness, 
and referred to *temasrd and cogn. with 
Skr., Baltic, and Celtic forms. 


tenement te:nimont Ttenure; holding xiv; 


dwelling-place xv. - OF. fenement (mod. 
ténement) - medL. tenementum, f. L. tenere 
hold (see TENANT) - -mentum -MENT. 


tenet te-xnit doctrine held by a person or 


party. xvii. — L. tenet (he) holds, 3rd pres. 
sg. of tenére hold (see TEND?); superseded 
earlier T£enent (xv1) — L. tenent (they) hold, 
which became obs. during xvi. @ For 
parallel uses of similar forms cf. caret, 
habitat, incipit. 


TENNE 


tenné teni (her) tawny. xvi. = obs, F. 
tenné, var. of tanné TAWNY. 


tenner tenor  (colloq) £10 note. f. 
TEN -+ -ER’. 

tennis te:nis ball game played with rackets 
in a walled court xiv; short for lawn t., 
earlier field t. x1x. Late ME. tenetz (Gower), 
teneys, tenes, tense, usu. taken to be — (O)F. 
tenez, imper. of tenir hold, take, presum- 
ably the server's call to his opponent used 
as name of the game, which is recorded 
(XIV) as tenes, being intoduced into Italy by 
French knights early in the year 1325. 


tenon te-nen piece fitting into a mortise. 
xv. =F. zenon, f. tenir (:- L. tenére hold; 
cf. TENANT) 4- -on $= L.. -ón-. 

tenor te:nor A. general sense of a dis- 
course, etc. XIII (Cursor M.); continuous 
progress XIV (Trevisa); Tquality, condition 
xvi; B. (mus.) voice or part between alto 
and bass xiv. ME. tenur, -our = AN. tenur, 
OF. tenour (mod. teneur course, import), 
corr. to Sp. ienor, It. tenore = L. tenrem, 
tenor continuous course, substance, import 
of a law, etc., f. tenére hold; see TENANT, 
-oR?. Sense B was in OF. tenor (mod. 
ténor) — It. tenore and medL. tenor (to which 
the Eng. word in all senses has been con- 
formed); the musical sense ('holding or 
continuous part’) is due to the allotting of 
the melody to that part. 


tense! tens ftime; (gram.) form of a verb 
indicating time xiv. = OF. tens (mod. 
temps) = Pr. temps, Sp. tiempo, It. tempo 
‘~ L. tempus time (cf. TEMPORAL). 
tense? tens drawn tight XVII; highly strung 
xix. =L. tensus, pp. of tendere stretch, 
TEND*. So te'mSILE ductile xvi (Bacon); 
pert. to tension. XIX. — medL. tensioN 
te-nfan condition of being stretched or 
strained. xvi. = F. tension or L., tensió(n-), 
f. pp. of tendere. 


tensor! te-nsd1 (anat.) muscle that tightens 
some part xvil1; (math.) in quaternions XIX. 


— modL. 


tent! tent portable shelter of canvas, etc. 

xir (RGlouc.). —- (O)F. tente :- Rom. *tenta 
n.pl. used as fem of *tentum, for L. ten- 
torium tent, f. tent-, pp. stem pf tendere 
stretch, TEND?, based on the use of phr. 
pelles tendere stretch out skins, in the sense 
‘pitch tents’, ‘be encamped’; cf. Pr., It. 
tenda, Sp. tienda tent, awning, shop, Rum. 
tindd forecourt, vestibule :- Rom. *tenda. 
Hence tent vb., te-ntep! pp. xvii (Sh.). 


tent? tent tprobe; roll of material for 
searching a wound xiv. ~(O)F. tente, f. 
tenter :~ L. temptàre touch, feel, try, TEMPT. 


tent? tent deep-red Spanish wine. XVI 
(tynt).  — Sp. tinto dark-coloured :- L. 
tinctus, pp. of tingere, dye, TINGE. 


tentacle te-ntekl sensitive process in 
animals and plants. xvni. -modL. 
tentdculum (in earlier use), f. L. tentdre var. 
of temptáre feel, try, TEMPT ; see -CLE, -CULE. 





TERCEL 


tentative tentotiv of the nature of an 
experiment. XVI (in tentatively, after medL. 
tentativé). —- medL. tentativus (also tentd- 
tiva, fem. sb., whence F. tentative at- 
tempt), f. pp. stem of L. tentāre; see prec. 
and -ATIVE. 


tenter te:ntor wooden frame on which 
cloth is stretched. xiv. —AN. *tentur - 
medL. tentérium (X11), f. pp. stem tent- 
of L. tendere stretch, TEND?. 'T'he frequent 
forms of the type tainter, teinter (Xiv— 
xvii) which are the earliest, suggest 
assoc. with F. teindre dye. comb. tenter- 
hook (xv) hook fixed on a tenter, in gen. use 
now only in fig. phr. on tenterhooks (xvi) in 
a state of painful suspense. 


tenth see TEN. 


tenuis tenjuis (phon.) unvoiced stop (as 

p, t, k). xvii. mod use of L. tenuis thin, 
slender, fine, to render Gr. psīlón, n. of 
psilós bare, smooth. 


tenuity tonjü'iti thinness, meagreness. XVI. 
~ L. tenuitds, f. tenuis THIN; see -ITY. Cf. F. 
ténuité. So tenuous tenjuas. XVI; super- 
seding earlier tenuous f. tentuz-s-++-OUs. 


tenure te:njor holding of a tenement, 
condition under which it is held. xv. 
- OF. tenure, earlier tenéure (cf. medL. 
tena-, tene-, tenitüra), f. tenir hold + -éure; 
See TENANT, -URE. 


teocalli tioukz-li place of worship of the 
ancient Mexicans. XVII. - Mex. teocalli, 
f. teotl god -- calli house. 


tepee ti-pi, tipi’ wigwam. XIX. — Sioux, 
Dakota tipi tent, dwelling. 


tephrite te-frait volcanic rock rel. to basalt. 
xvii. f. Gr. tephrós ash-coloured, f. téphra 
ashes; see -1TE and cf. L. tephritis. 


tepid tepid lukewarm. xiv. -— L. tepidus, 
f. tebére be warm, rel. to Skr. tdpas heat, 
tdbati burn, OSI. zoplá hot, Olr. té hot, W. 
tes heat; see -1D!. 


ter toi L. adv. ter thrice, used occas. in 
comp. XVII; spec. in chem. (XIX), now 
superseded by TRI-. 


teraphim terofim idol, image (esp. of 
household gods) of the Hebrews. xiv 
(Wycl. Bible). - Vulg. L. theraphim, LXX. 
Gr. theraphín (Judges xvii 5, Hosea iii 4), etc. 
= Heb. ?^eraphim, Aram. -in. 


teratology terotododzi account of marvels 
XVII; (biol.) study of abnormalities XIX. 
f. Gr. terato-, téras marvel, prodigy +-LOGY. 


terce t51s var. of TIERCE, usual in the name 
of the canonical hour, xiv (terse). 


tercel t3-:sl, tiercel tio-1s! male hawk. xv. 
- OF. tercel, also terguel = Pr. tersol, Sp. 
terzuelo, It. tera(ujolo— Rom, *tertidlu-s, 
f. tertius THIRD; perh, so named because it 
was believed that the third egg of a clutch 
produced a male bird, 
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TERCET 


tercet t3uset (pros.) set of three lines 
rhyming together. xvi - F. tercet — It. 
terzetto, f. terzo (:-L. tertiu-s THIRD)+ 
~€tto -ET. 


terebinth te-ribinpb tree Pistachia Tere- 
binthus, the source of turpentine. XIV. 
~ OF. t(h)erebinte (mod. térébinthe), corr. 
to Sp., It. terebinto, or their source L. 
terebinthus — Gr. terébinthos, earlier térbin- 
thos, términthos, of alien origin. 


teredo tiri-dou boring mollusc, esp. ship- 
worm. xvii. —L. terédo — Gr. terédón, f. 
base *ter- of teirein rub hard, wear away, 
bore. 


terete tori‘t smooth and round (spec. in 
nat. hist.) XVII. ~ L. teret-, teres. 


tergiversation t3:1d3ivaisei‘fon desertion 
of a cause, etc.; contradictory behaviour. 
xvi. -L. tergiversatió(n-), f. tergiversart 
(whence te-rgiversate xvii) f. tergum back 
-Fvers-, pp. stem of «vertere turn (see 
WORTH?). 


term t5im limit in time, period xim; (pl.) 
limiting conditions Xiv; form in which a 
matter or subject 1s expressed, expression 
XIV — (O)F. terme = Pr. terme, Sp. termino, 
It. termine 1- L. terminu-s ;see below. Hence 
te-rmzEn! (hist.) one who resorted to London 
in term XVI. te-xminaL! pert. to a boundary 
XV; situated at or forming the end x1x; sb. 
terminal element xix. = L. (or F.). ter- 
minATE? Tdetermine xv1; bring to an end 
XVII. f. pp. stem of L. t£ermináre, f. ter- 
minus. terymina-TION tdetermination; end 
XV; (gram.) ending xvi (Palsgr.) - (O)F. 
or L. termino-LoGy system of terms. 
XIX. — G. terminologie or modL. terminologia, 
terminus t$uminos pl. -i ai finishing 
point xvii; end of a line of railway 
xix. — L. terminus (an Italic word) 
limit, boundary, (7-) deity presiding over 
boundaries (orig. rendering Gr. ópos); in 
medL. 'term', in extension of the late L. 
use in rendering mathematical and logical 
application of Gr. ópos boundary, limit. 
Cf. CONTERMINOUS, DETERMINE, EXTERMI- 
NATE. 


termagant t35umogont (T7-) deity attri- 
buted to Mohammedans, etc., represented 
in mystery plays as an overbearing character 
x1 (La3.); violent domineering person 
(esp. woman) xvi. Earlier form tervagaunt, 
later term- (xiv) ~ OF. Tervagan(t) = It. 
Trivigante, -vag- (Ariosto), expl. as f. L. 
tri- TRI- -|- vagant-, -àns, prp. of vagári 
wander (cf. VAGUE) and so designating the 
moon wandering under the names of Selene 
(Luna), Artemis (Diana), and Persephone 
(Proserpina), in heaven, earth, and hell 
respectively. 


termite t3-1mait white ant (genus Termes, 
family 'lermitide). xvii. - mod. use 
(Linnaeus) of late L. termit-, termes wood- 
worm, alt. of tarmes wood-worm perh. by 
assim, to terere rub. 


TERREPLEIN 


termor t3:rmoi one who holds property 
for a term of years. xiv. — AN. termer, f. 
terme TERM ; see -ER?, 


tern tàin sea-bird of the genus Sterna. 
xvilI (Ray). Of Scand. origin; cf. Da. terne, 
Norw. terna, Sw, tärna :- ON. perna. 


ternary td-inori threefold, triple. xiv. 
— L. ternárius, f. L. terni three at a time, 
three by three, f. ter thrice ; see THREE, -ARY. 
50 te-rnaATE?, xvii. -— modL. ternátus. 


terp t5ip type of artificial mound found in 
Friesland. xix. — Fris. terp (pl. terpen} 
:- OF ris. therp, var. of thorp village, THORP. 


terpene t3-1pin (chem.) hydrocarbon of the 
formula Cio Hie. XIX. f. terp- in terpentine, 
obs. form of TURPENTINE -+ -ENE. 


Terpsichorean t3ipsikorion pert. to danc- 
ing. XIX. f. Gr. terpsikhóré muse of dancing 
and of the dramatic chorus, f. férpein 
delight 4- khorós dance, CHORUS ; see -EAN. 


terra tero L., It. 'earth', as in t. cotta 
ko:te unglazed pottery. xviii. It. ‘baked 
earth' (cotta :— L. cocta, fem. pp. of coquere 
COOK); t. firma f5umo jmainland; dry 
land. xvir. L., firm land’ (fem. of firmus 
FIRM); t. incognita inko:gnito unexplored 
territory. XVII (Capt. Smith). L., ‘unknown 
land’, terrz filius teri filios person of 
obscure parentage XVI; (Univ. of Oxford) 
formerly orator privileged to make humorous 
comments at a public act xvii. L. ‘son of the 
earth', therefore, of unknown origin. 


terrace teris gallery, balcony; raised 
level walk. xvi. — OF. terrace, (also mod.) 
-asse ‘frubble, platform = It. terraccia, 
-azza bad soil, -azzo, Sp. terraza, Pg. 
terraço :- Rom. *terrdceu-s, -dcea, f. L. 
terra earth (cf. Ir., W. tir country); see 
-ACEOUS. 


terrain te'rein, tract of country as fit for 
something. XVIII. F.-— pop. L. *zerràánum, 
var. of L. terrénum TERRENE. 


terramare teromá-, -meo:u ammoniacal 
earth found in the valley of the Po, Italy. 
XIX. — F. ferramare ~ It. dial. terramara, for 
terra marna, 1.e. terra earth + marna MARL. 


terrapin teropin American turtle. XVII. 
— Abenaki turepé, Lenape turupe little 
turtle, with ending £n of obscure origin. 


terraqueous  tererkwios composed of, 
living in, land and water, chiefly in t£. globe. 
XVII. f. medL. terraqueus, terra earth -F 
aqua water, after AQUEOUS; hence F. 
terraqué-e (Voltaire); so Sp. (el globo) 
terrácueo, lt. terracqueo. 
terrene terin earthly. xiv. = AN. terrene 
— L. terrénus, f. terra earth ; for the ending 
cf. serene. 


terreplein tea-izplein, || teroplé  (fortif.) 

sloping bank behind a wall or rampart 
XVI; level base for a battery xvir. = F. 
terre-plein — It. terrapieno, f. terrapienare 
“fill with earth’, f. terra (:— L. terra earth)+ 
pieno (= L. plénus) FULL. 
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TERRESTRIAL 


terrestrial tére-striol earthly, mundane xv; 
pert. to the earth xvi. f. L. terrestris, f. 
terra earth (rel. to ir., W. tir country); for 
the formation cf. L. campestris, silvestris ; 
see -IAL. Q] Earlier fterrestre (esp. in 
paradis t. - OF.). xiv. 


terret terit circular ring. xv. Late ME. 
tyret, var. of toret — OF. toret, touret, dim. 
of tour TOUR, TOWER ; see -ET. 


terrible te-ribl exciting terror xv (Lydg.); 
very violent, severe, or bad, excessive. 
xvi. — (O)F. terrible = L. terribilis, f. terrére 
frighten ; see -BLE. 
terrier! te-rior register of landed property. 
xv. — OF. terrier, sb. use of adj. (cf. F. 
registre terrier):-medL. terrdrius (as in 
liber terrarius), f. L. terra land. 


terrier® te-riazx small breed of dog. So 
called from its pursuing the quarry into its 
earth. xv (Promp. Parv.). ~- early modF. 
(chien) terrier - medL. terrdrius, f. L. terra 
earth; cf. prec. 


terrific torifik causing terror, xvir (Mil- 
ton). = L. terrificus, f. terrēre, frighten, rel. 
to tremere; see TREMOR, -FIC. So te-rriFy. 
XVI. = L, terrificãre; cf. F. terrifier (XVIII). 


terrine see TUREEN. 


territory teritori land belonging to Ta 
town, a ruler or state. xv. =L. terri- 
tórium, f. terra land, after dormitorium, 


praetorium. So territoriAL. xvi. = 
late L. 
terror te: roi intense fear. XIV. First in 


Sc. (terrour) - OF. terrour (rnod. terreur) t- L.. 
terrorem, nom. terror (-on?). Sote-rrorisM, 
-IST. XVIII. — F. ferrorisme, -iste. 
terry teri loop raised in pile-weaving left 
uncut. xvitr. Of unkn. origin. 
tersanctus tdisz-nktas (liturg.) SANCTUS. 
XIX. Cf. TRISAGION. 


terse  t3is Tsmoothed, polished, neat; 
Tpolite, refined xvir; neatly concise xviit. 
— L. tersus, pp. of tergére wipe (cf. DETER- 
GENT). 
tertian t3-ifon (of a fever) of which the 
paroxysms occur every third (ie. every 
alternate) day; also sb. xiv (Ch., 'T'revisa, 
PPL). -L. tertiánus, f. tertius THIRD; see 
-IAN. So tertiany t5-rjori pert. to (a mem- 
ber of) the third series, order, etc. xvi. 
—L. tertidrius, f. tertius. tertium quid 
to-fiaàm kwid ‘third something’; (old 
chem.) third substance distinct from its two 
components. XVIII. late L., tr. Gr.’zpirdy re 
(Plato); n. of tertius THIRD, quid, n. of quis 
somebody. 


terza rima te'rtsa rima It. form of verse 
rhyming aba, bcb, cdc, of the ‘Divina 
Commedia’ of Dante. It., fem. of terzo 
THIRD, ritma RHYME. 


tessellated tesileitid formed with a 
mosaic pattern. XVII. f. L. tessellātus (or the 
derived It. tessellato), f. tessella, dim. of 
tessera; see next, -ATE?, -ED!, 


TESTON 


tessera te:soro small quadrilateral tablet, 
esp. as used in mosaic ; (hist.) square tablet 
on which watchword, etc., was written; 
hence (gen.) symbol, token. xvir. - L. 
tessera — Gr. téssera, n. of tésseres, Ionic var. 
of téssares FOUR. 


test test A. cupel used in treating gold and 
silver alloys or ore x1v (Ch.; rare before xvI) ; 
B. ‘means of trial’ (J.) xvi. — OF. test pot 
(mod. tét cupel), = L. testi, testum, by- 
form of testa tile (Rom. head), in B mainly 
f. the vb. Hence test vb., first in pp. (XVII, 
Sh.); ‘to test’ is stigmatized by Southey as 
an Americanism. 


testaceous testei‘fiss (zool.) having a shell; 
shell-like. xvii. f. L. testáceus, f. testa tile, 
earthern pot, potsherd, shell; see -AcEous. 


testament te:sstomont will disposing of 
property and appointing an executor XIV 
(R. Mannyng); tcovenant between God and 
man ; each of the two divisions of the Holy 
Scripture or Bible xir (Cursor M.) (Old 
and New Testaments, Ia. vetus and novum 
testamentum, Gr. madata and kaw) &ialhey.) 
—L. testámentum, f. testári bear witness, 
make a will, f. testis witness; see MENT. So 
testame-ntary. xv. -= L. 


testamur testeiimor (in Univ. use) exa- 
miners’ certificate that a candidate has 
satisfied them. xIx. L. ‘we testify’, rst 
pers. pl. pres. indic. of testdrz bear witness, 
f. testis. 


testator testertor one who makes or has 
made a wil. xv. - AN. testatour — L. 
testator, f. testári, 


tester! testor canopy over a bed. xiv 
(Wyclif). — medL. testerium, testrum, testura 
f. Rom. *testa head (L. £esta tile); cf. OF. 
testiere, F. tétiére, lt. testiera, Sp. testera, 
having various applications with ref. to the 
head. 


tester?  te:stor (hist. obscure alt. of 
TESTON ; later, sixpence. 


testicle te-stikl semen-secreting glandular 
organ of male mammals. xv (-icules). — L. 
testiculus, dim. of testis witness (the organ 
being evidence of virility). So testi-cular. 
XVII. 


testify te-stifai bear witness to. xiv (PPl.). 
— L. testificare, -ári, f. testis witness ; see -FY. 


testiMONY  te:sstimoni evidence; spec. in 
Scriptural lang., of the Mosaic law, etc., 
repr. Vulg. testimonium, LXX rò uaprÜpuov, 
Heb. hédüth, as in Ex. xxx 6, Num. i 50, 


ix IS, xvii 4. testimoniar! -mou'niol 
adj. & sb. - (O)F. or late L. xv. 
testis testis (anat.) testicle. xvi. L., 


*witness'. 

teston, testoon te'ston, testü-n (hist.) It. 
coin bearing the head of a duke; shilling of 
Henry VII, etc., being the first Eng. coins 
to bear a portrait. xiv. — F. tteston, It. 
Ttestone, £. teste, testa head :- L. testa tile (in 
Rom. head); see -oon. 
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TESTUDO 


testudo testji-dou screen resembling a 
tortoise’s shell for the protection of armed 
forces. XVII. L. testtido, f. testa pot, shell 
(see TEST), testu pot-lid. 


testy testi fheadstrong, impetuous XIV 


THALER 


pert. to this people, later identified with 
Germanic. xvu (T. Knights, T. Order, 
military order of German knights). - F. 
teutonique = L. Teutonicus. comb. form 
Teut(o)- xix. 


(Ch.) ; prone to be easily irritated xvr. Late | text tekst wording of a passage; very words 


ME. testif - AN. testif, f£. OF. teste (mod. 
téte) head :- L. festa shell, earthen vessel, 
tile,(Rom.) head;see-1ve. Cf. HASTY, JOLLY, 
TARDY. 
tetanus te:tones spasm and rigidity of the 
muscles. xvi (in late ME. anglicized 
tetane). =L. -— Gr. tétanos, f. base of 
teínein stretch (cf. TONE). 


tetchy te-tfi easily irritated. xvi (Sh.). 


and sentences; short passage used as a 
motto, subject of discourse, etc. xiv (PP1.); 
theme xvir (Sh). ME. text(e), tixt(e) - ONF. 
tixte, (also modF.) texte — L. textus tissue, 
style of literary work (Quintilian), in 
medL. the Gospel, written character, f. pp. 
of texere weave. So textile te-kstail adj. 
and sb. woven (fabric). xvir., =F. textile 
or L. textilis. 


prob. f. tecche, var. of tache spot, blemish, textuau! te'kstjuəl twell-read in texts xIv 


fault - OF. teche, (also mod.) tache, perh. 
of Germ. origin; see -y', 
tête-à-tête teitatert private conversation 
between two. xvi. F., ‘head to head’ (see 
TESTY). 


tether te:da1 rope, etc. to tie up a beast. xIV 
(first in north. texts). — ON. tóór, corr. to 
WFris. tyader, tieder, MLG., MDu. tader, 
tudder (Du. tuier), OHG. zeotar fore-pole, 
repr. Germ. *"teudr-, *tüdr-; f. *teu- 
fasten. Hence tether vb. xv. 

tetra- tetro, tétre- before a vowel tetr-, 
— Gr. tetra-, comb. form of téttares, téttara 
FOUR, as in te-tracHORD XVI, spec. chem. 
signifying four atoms or groups XIX. 


tetrad tetred group of four. xvi. = Gr. 


Ch.); pert. to the or a text, esp. of the 
Scriptures xiv. —(O)F. textuel. texTURE 
te-kst[o1, -tjuox weavingxv ; character of a 
textile fabric, also fig. XVIL. — L. textüra, f. 
text-, pp. of texere. Cf. CONTEXT, PRETEXT. 


th consonantal digraph usu. repr. the un- 


voiced and voiced open consonants denoted 
phonetically by p (runic thorn) or 0 (Greek 
theta) and 6 (crossed d), occurring mainly 
in words of OE. and ON. origin, e.g. cloth, 
clothes, throat, though, thwart, thy, and in 
words of Gr. origin, usu. through L., as 
authentic, orthography, throne; traces of 
AN. phonology are seen in faith, Sc. 
poortith POVERTY (see -ETH*); Oriental aspi- 
rated varieties of t are repr. in thakur, 
thug. 


tetrad-, tetrds, f. téttares ; see prec. and -Ap!. | -th' p suffix denoting action or process, 


te-tracoN four-angle figure. xvir; tetra- 
gonaL!' -z':gonol. xvi; tetragra-mmaton 
Heb. word written JHVH JEHOVAH. XIV. 
Gr., f. grámma, -at- letter. tetraHE-DRON 
four-sided figure. xvi (Billingsley). tetra- 
LOGY tetre:lodsi series of four related 
dramas. xvII. — Gr. tetralogíd. tetraMETER 
-e*mitoI (pros.) element of four measures. 
XVII. = late L. tetrametrus — Gr. tetrdmetros. 
te-trastich strophe of fourlines. xvi. -L. | - 
tetrastichon = Gr. tetrdstikhon (cf. DISTICH). 
tetrasy-LLABLE. xvi. — Gr. tetrasillabos. 


tetrarch te-tráik, ti-trazk ruler of one of 
four divisions of a country, subordinate 
ruler. xiv (Wycl. Bible). = late L. tetrarcha, 
cl. L. -és- Gr. tetrárkhés, f. tetra- (see 
above)-- -arkhes ruling. So te:trarchy? xv. 


tetter te:ttor pustular eruption of the skin. 
OE. teter, cogn. with Skr. dadru skin 
disease, f. dr to crack; cf. Lith. dederving 


formed on vb.-stems (1) in words such as 
bath, birth, death, math, of prim. Germ. age, 
(2) in others of later emergence, as growth, 
spilth, tilth; (3) in OE. words of quality or 
condition, in -pu, -po (:- Germ. -ipóo) 
based on adjs., as breadth, filth, health, 
length, mirth, strength, truth; of ME. date 
are dearth, depth, sloth, wealth, of later date 
are width, tllth (Ruskin). See further -T?, -T?, 


th? p suffix of ordinal numbers from fourth 
upwards, repr. OE. -pa, -be, or -opa, -ope; 
in fifta, sixta, ellefta, twelfta phonetically 
modified ; in the sp. of eighth th is a simpli- 
fication; with the tens (twenty, etc.) the 
ending is -eth (OE. -opa, -ope). OE. 
formations in -opa were regularly repl. in 
ME. or late OE. by new forms in -npe, based 
on the cardinals, as seofoba by seuenpe, 
teoba (from teogopa) by tenpe; cf. elevenbe 
repl. OE. endlyfta. 


tetter; repr. in OHG. zittaroh and G. thakur thá:kur lord, noble. xvirr. = Hindi 


zitteroch (dial), zittermal, zitterflechte tet- 


thdkurt— Skr. thdkkura deity. 


ter, ringworm; cf. late L. derbita (whence | thalamus pz-:lomes (anat.) part of the 


F. dartre, etc.), W. darwden. 

tettix tetiks cicada. XVIIL. modL. = Gr. 
téttix. 

Teuton tjū'tən member of a people of un- 


known race reckoned among the peoples of 
Germania (see GERMAN). XVIII. —- L.. Teutoni, 


brain at which a nerve originates ; receptacle 
of a flower. xviir. =L. thalamus = Gr. 
thdlamos inner chamber, rel. to thdlos vault. 


thalassic palz:sik pert. to the sea or inland 


seas. XIX. -F. thalassique (Brongniart 
1829), f. Gr. thdlassa; see -Ic. 


T'eutones (pl.), f£. IE. base meaning ‘people’, | thaler tàlor German silver coin, XVIII. 


‘country’, ‘land’. So Teutonic tjuto-nik 
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= G. t(h)aler DOLLAR. 


THALLIUM 


thallium pz-liom (chem.) metallic element, 
so named from the green line distinguishing 
its spectrum. XIX.  —modL. thallium 
(Crookes 1861), f. L. thallus (used spec. in 
bot.), Gr. thallós green shoot; see -IUM. 


Thames temz the river on which London 
is situated. OE. Temes(e)-L. Tamésis, 
Tamésa, medL. T(h)amtsa— British Tamesa ; 
phr. set the T. on fire, work wonders (xviii). 


than don, (quoted alone) San conjunctive 
particle used after comparatives and other 
(with its comps.) and else. OE. panne, 
ponne, penne, orig. identical with the 
temporal adv. THEN, from which it was not 
finally differentiated in form until c.1700. 
For the development of the conjunctive 
use in WGerm. cf. OS. than, (M)Du. dan, 
OHG. thanne, danne, denne (G. denn for, 
dann then), while Du. dan has both mean- 
ings). 
thanatism pz-notizm belief in the destruc- 
tion of the soul at death. xix. f. Gr. 
thánatos death 4- -18M. 


thane pein f(military) servant or attend- 
ant; (hist.) in AS. times, one who held 
lands by military service OE.; (Sc. hist.) 
man holding lands of the King xv. OE. 
peg(e)n = OS. thegan man, OHG. degan 
boy, servant, warrior, hero (G. degen 
warrior), ON. þegn freeman, liegeman = 
CGerm. (exc. Goth.) *þegnaz :- IE. *teknds 
pp. formation on base *teq-, *tog- (cf. Gr. 
téknon, Skr. táknam- child), repr. also by 
Gr. tíktein (:— *titk-) bring forth, tékos 
child, £ókos birth, tokess parent. The sp. 
thane is derived from Sc. usage of XV-XVI 
as a var. of thayn through Holinshed and 
Sh. (as in *Macbeth"). See THEGN. 
thank penk: fthought; fkindly thought, 
favour, gratitude; expression of gratitude 
(now only pl. thanks, OE. pancas; cf. L. 
grates, gratiz). OE. banc = OFris. thank, 
thonk, OS. thank, MDu., OHG. danc (Du., 
G. dank), Goth. pagks :—- Germ. *pagkaz 
(but ON. pokk :- *pagku fem.), f. *bapk-, 
*benk- (see THINK). So thank vb. OE. 
pancian = OS. thankon, OHG. dankén 
(Du., G. danken). comps. tha-nko:ffering xvi 
(Tindale, Great Bible), tha-nksgrving xvi 
(Tindale, Coverdlae). Hence tha-nkrur! 
showing gratitude; Tdeserving gratitude. 
OE. pancfull. tha-nkrzss ungrateful; that 
brings no thanks. xvi. phr. thank you 
pz nkju xv for J thank you; cf. G. danke. 


that! Ost demons. pron. orig. n. of THE. 
OE. pzt, corr. to OF ris. thet, OS. that, 
(M)Du. dat, OHG. daz (G. das), ON. pat, 
Goth. pata (with suffix). :— IE. *tad, repr. 
also by Skr. tdt, Gr. tó, L. topper quickly 
(for *todper, with -per as in semper, etc.), in 
is|tud, n. of iste, OSI. to. As adj. x11 (Orm), 
with pl. THOSE; as adv. XV. 

that? dat relative pron. equiv. to who and 
which, in OE. a generalized use of the n. of 
THE (cf. THAT’), rep]. OE. and ME. inde- 
clinable pe. i 
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THE. 





that? (usu. instr.) ðət as a relative or con- 


junctive particle in uses developed from 
those of THAT! and THAT?; the development 
is CGerm., with differentiation of sp. (dass) 
in modG., and affix in Goth. patei; for 
the evolution cf. Gr. óc, from the n. of 
relative pron. cors, L. quod, n. of quî WHO. 


thatch þætf roof (a building), esp. with 


straw. XIV (Trevisa). repr. OE. pecéan, pt. 
beahte, behte — OFris. thekka, OS. thekkian, 
OHG. decchan (Du. dekken, G. decken), ON. 
pekja :- CGerm. (exc. Goth.) *pakjan, f. 
*bakam (OE. pac — MDu. dac, Du. dak, 
OHG., G. dach roof, ON. pak roof, thatch), 
f. *bak- :- IE. *tog- *teg- cover, repr. also 
by L. tegere (cf. INTEGUMENT, TILE). Hence 
thatch sb. xtv (Trevisa). The normal repr. 
of OE. pecéan is (dial.) thetch; the present 
form is due to assim. to thack sb. (OE. þæc, 
ON. þak). 


thaumaturge pó:mot3idg wonder-worker. 


XVII. Earlier -urg - medL. thaumaturgus 
— Gr. thaumatourgós, f. thaumat-, thaüma 
wonder4--ergos working (see WORK); later 
assim. to F. thaumaturge. 


thaw pd reduce to a liquid state OE. ; intr. 


XIV. OE. pawian = MLG. doien, Du. 
dooien, OHG. douwen (cf. G. verdauen 
digest) = WGerm. *þawõjan (cf. ON. beyja 
:- *baujan), of unkn. origin. Hence thaw 
sb. xv. 


the! da, (before a vowel) di, (emph.) Oi 


demons. adj. (definite article), Late OE. 
(Nhb. and N. Mercian) dé, ME. pe, at first 
nom. m., but ult. superseding all cases of 
OE. m. sé, fem. séo, sio, n. xt, corr. to OF ris. 
thi, thiu, thet, OS. se, thé, thie, thiu, that 
Du. de, dat), OHG. der, diu, daz (G. 
der, die, das), ON. sd, si, bat, Goth. sa, so, 
pata (with suffix). The orig. CGerm. *sa, 
*s6, * bat — Gr. ho, hé (dial. hd), to (2-*tod), 
Skr. sa, sá, tat; cf. L. ip|se same, self, Ir., 
Gael., Gaulish so this, L. zs|tud; except in 
ON. and Gothic the orig. nom. m. and fem. 
were superseded by forms in þ- from the 
same stem as the neuter þæt and the oblique 
cases, 

Survivals of the OE. d. inflexions are 
seen in place-names containing relics of 
ME. atten and atter (see AT), e.g. Noke 
(OE. æt þæm üce or acum at the oak or 
oaks), the river-name Ray, Rea (OE. æt 
p&re éa at the watercourse); the final £t of 
OE. pat THAT! survives in dial. tone, tother 
(OE. bat àn the one, bat oper the other). 
Cf. also NONCE for a relic of b&m. 


the? So (preceding an adj. or adv. in the 


compar. or superl. degree, e.g. the more 
fools they, the more the merrier, the less said, 
the sooner mended) by that amount; by how 
much... by so much. repr. OE. 5e, varying 
with Py, pon, instr. of THE, THAT! (e.g. by 
mära the greater, Py má the more); cf. 
LEST. 


the-, var. of THEO- before a vowel, as in 


thea-ndric, theanthro:pic pert. to God 


THEATINE 


and man, divine and human, theancuv 
piexki rule of God, —- or f. ecclGr. thean- 
drikós (f. théandros god-man; anér man), 
thednthropos god-man, thearkhid. All xvi. 


Theatine pis-tain member of a congrega- 
tion founded by St. Cajetan with John 
Peter Carafia (then archbishop of Chieti). 
xvi. —- mod. L. Theatinus, f. Teate, ancient 
name of Chieti in Italy; see -1NE!. 

theatre pistor in antiquity, open-air 
structure for plays and spectacles xiv (Ch.) ; 
playhouse xvi. - OF. t(A)eatre (mod. 
théátre) or L. theütrum — Gr. théátron *place 
for viewing’, f. theásthai behold. From 
€.1550 to c.1700 the prevailing sp. was 
theater, now retained in U.S.A. So 
theatricaL pie-trikel xvi; sb. pl. xvur. 
~ late L. thedtricus « Gr. thedtrikds. 


Thebaid pi-beiid poem relating to Beotian 
Thebes. xvni. =L. Thēbaid-, -ais ~ Gr. 
Thébaid-, -ais. So The-ban. xiv (Ch.). 
pert. to, native of, Thebes. 


theca pi-ks receptacle, cell, case. XVII. 
-L. théca -— Gr. théké case, cover, f. IE. 
*dhé- place (see D0!), comb. form tAéco- xix. 


thee ði, ði acc. and d. of 2nd personal pron. 
sg. OE. (i) accusative pec, beh, later pé — 
OFris. thi, OS. thic, thi, OHG. dih (G. 
dich), ON. pik, Goth. puk = CGerm. 
* hbeke :— *tege, f£. *te (repr. by L. te, Gr. sé, 
Doric té); (ii) dative be — OFris., OS. thi, 
(O)HG. dir, ON. pér, Goth. pus - CGerm. 
* bez :— *tes. ''he vowel was orig. short, but 
was lengthened under stress. 'lhe acc. and 
d. have been undistinguishable in form 
since IX (exc. in late Nhb. x). Hence thee 
vb. xvi. Cf. THOU. 


theft peft action of a thief; (arch.) thing 
stolen. OE. (WS.) piefp, later byfb, byft, 
non-WS. jpéofp, péoft = OFris. thiüfthe, 
thiufte, ON. byf0, byft - Germ. *piübipo, 
f. beubaz THIEF + *-iþö -T?. 
thegn pein form favoured by some mod. 
historians (e.g. Stubbs, Freeman) to repr. 
OE. þegn as designating a tenant by military 
service or a man of knightly rank. See 
THANE. 


their ðsər of them. xır (þezzre Ormulum). 
- ON. beir(r)n, g. pl. of sá, sú, þat THE, 
THAT, used also as g. pl. of the 3rd personal 
pron. Cf. THEM, THEY. Hence theirs 
Seaiz xu (Cursor M.); see -s. 


theism pi-izm belief in one God, esp. as 
creator and supreme ruler. )( DEISM. XVII 
(Cudworth). f. Gr. zheós god. So the'isr 
XVII, thei-stic xvIII, -i:stIcAL xvu. Cf, F. 
théisme, théiste (Voltaire). 


them Sem, dom d. and acc. of THEY. ME. 
peim (pe33m, Orm). - ON. þeim (= OE. 
pb&m) d. pl. of sd, s, bat (see THEIR). 

theme pim subject of a discourse xir 
(Cursor M.); exercise, essay; inflexional 
base or stem xvi. ME. teme- OF. *teme 
(tesme) - L. théma (to which it was soon 
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THEOREM 


conformed in sp.) - Gr. théma proposition, 
f. *the- base of tithénai place (see pol). So 
thematic pime-tik. xvii. = Gr. thema- 
tikós. 

then den at that time, in that case, that 
being the case (cf. now then). ME. penne, 
panne, bann (xi), OE. bane, banne, bonne 
= OFris. thenne, thanne, than, OS. thanna, 
than, OHG. danne, denne (Du. dan, G. 
dann), f. demons. base * pba- (see THAT, THE). 


thence Gens from there. x11. ME. pannes, 
pennes, bens, f. panne, penne thence, OE. 
panone, banon — OFris. thana, OS., OHG. 
danana, danán (Du. dan, G. dannen) 
:- WGerm. *banana, for which Gothic had 


papro. 
theo- pi:ou, pio: comb. form of Gr. theds 
god (cf. THEISM). See THE-. 


theodicy pio-disi vindication of the divine 
attributes. XVIII. —F. théodicée, title of a 
work by Leibniz (1710), f. Gr. theéds God+ 
diké justice; the ending is assim. to -v*. 


theodolite pio-dolait portable surveying 
instrument for measuring (orig. horizontal) 
angles. xvii. Earlier (1571) in modL.. form 
theodelitus (Leonard or Thomas Digges, 
its probable inventor) ; of unkn. origin. 


theogony bio:goni generation or genealogy 
of the gods. xvir. — Gr. theogoníà, f. theós 
god- *gon- *gen-; see GENESIS, -Y?. 


theology piolodsi ‘the science of things 
divine’ (Hooker). xiv (PPI., Ch.). -(O)F. 
théologie - L. theologia - Gr. theologid, f. 
theolózos one who treats of the gods, f. 
theós god; see -Locv. By Gower used for 
metaphysics, after Abelard. So theologian 
pislou-dzion one versed in theology. xv 
(Caxton). — (O)F. théologien, f. théologie or 
L. theologia; synon. formatives that have 
been current are theo-loger! xvi, theo- 
logr.ciaN xvi, theo logisr xvii, the-ologue 
XV (earliest in Sc)-L. theologus — Gr. 
theolégos. theologic piolo-daik xv; -lo-gi- 
CAL XVI (first of the virtues of faith, hope, 
and charity, after medL. ‘virtutes theo- 
logicæ’, Albertus Magnus) scriptural; ear- 
lier theo-logal (xv, Caxton) - (O)F. 


theorbo pio-bou kind of lute. xvir. — It. 
tiorba (of unkn. origin), with alteration of 
ending as in some words in -ADO; cf. F. 
téorbe, théorbe. ‘The sp. with th- is presu- 
mably due to assoc. with THEO-. 


theorem pis-ram general proposition de- 
monstrable by argument. xvr (Recorde, 
Billingsley ; Hooker). — F. théorème (Rabe- 
lais) or late L. thedréma-~ Gr. theóréma 
speculation, theory, (in Euclid) proposition 
to be proved )( problem, f. thédrein be a 
spectator, look at, f. theorós (see THEORY). 
So theoretic(AL) piare:tik(l1) Tspeculative, 
contemplative; pert. to theory. XVII. 
-late L. theéréticus (Ambrose) — Gr. theé- 
rétikós, f. thedrétds, f. thedrein. Hence 
theoretI-CIAN. XIX, 


Gg 


THEORY 


theory pio-ri mental conception, scheme of 

thought. xvi (Hooker). =late L. theéria 
(Jerome) ~ Gr. thedria contemplation, 
speculation, sight, f. thedrds spectator, f. 
thea- base of théd sight, contemplation, 
theásthai look upon, contemplate (cf. 
THEATRE). Hence theorist. xvi. Q Theory 
was preceded by theorique (Gower) — OF. 
the-orizE form theories. xvi. = medL. 
theorizáre. 


theosophy pio:sofi system of philosophical 
speculation basing the knowledge of nature 
on that of the divine nature. xvir. - medL. 
theosophia — late Gr. theosophíá, f. theósophos 
f. theós god+sophdés wise; see -v?. Hence 
theo:sophisr, earlier theo:sophzn!, -so:- 
phic(ar) xvi. 


therapeutic peropji-tik (pl., formerly sg.) 

art of healing xvi; adj. healing, curative 
XVIL. =F. thérapeutique or late L. thera- 
peutica = Gr. therapeutiké, sb. (sc. tékhné 
art) of therapeutikós, f. therapeutés minister, 
f. therapeúein administer to, treat medically, 
f. therap-, théraps attendant, minister: see 
-ic. So therapy? medical treatment. XIX 
— modL. therapia - Gr. therapeia; often as 
second el. of a compound, e.g. psycho- 
therapy. 


there Secor, S01 A. in, at, or to that place. 
B. used to indicate existence or occurrence. 
OE. Zr, bér — OFris. ther, OS. thay, 
OHG. där (Du. daar, G. da); cogn. with 
ON., Goth. þar; f. demons. base *pþa- 
(see THE, THAT) -+ adv. suffix -r, as in here, 
where; as with these and ere a final e was 
developed in early ME., whence the present 
sp. The comps. thereabout, -after, -at, -in, 
-of, -on, -out, -to, -with are of OE. date. 


theriac pio-riek (arch.) antidote. xvi. — L. 
thériaca, -cé ~ Gr. thériaké ; see TREACLE. 


therio- pioriou, before a vowel theri-, 

repr. Gr. thérion (cf. -therium, as in 
megatherium), dim. of thér wild beast (cf. 
FERAL”), 


thermal p5-1mol pert. to hot springs. 
xvi. — F. thermal (Buffon), f. Gr. thérmé 
heat, thermós hot; see -AL!. 


thermite p$5:imait mixture of finely divided 
aluminium and oxide of iron, etc. producing 
on combustion very great heat. XIX. =G. 
thermit, f. Gr. thérmé ; see next, -1TE. 


thermo- p5-ximou repr. comb. form of Gr. 
thérmé heat, thermós hot, in many scientific 
terms. 


thermometer poimo:mito1 instrument for 
measuring temperature. XVII. = F. thermo- 
mèire or modL. thermometer, f. Gr. thérmé, 
thermés+métron; see prec. and -METER. 
q Cf. Of Thermometry or the Weather- 
glass (1669 Worlidge ‘System of Agricul- 
ture’ 257 margin). 


thero- pio'rou repr. Gr. théro-, comb. form 
of thér wild beast (cf. FERAL?). 


THIEF 


Thersitical porsitikol abusive, scurrilous. 
XVH. f. Gr. Thersités, name of an ill- 
tongued Greek at the siege of Troy, rel. to 


thdrsos (Lesbian thérsos) courage (cf. 
DARE) ; see -ICAL. 
thesaurus  pisóros treasury, spec. of 


knowledge. xix. - L. thésaurus TREASURE 
(Plautus) — Gr. thesaurós. 


these diz pl. of rHis. Early ME. þēse (xir), 
normally developed from pise (Orm), f. 
pis THIs-- pl. suffix -e; superseded pds, pos, 
THOSE, which became the pl. of THaAT!. 
Q The influence of early forms such as 
pés, bàs, peos, 1s doubtful. 
thesis pi-sis, be-sis, pl. theses -iz A. pro- 
position, theme xvi; (theme of) a disserta- 
tion XVII. B. (pros.) )(ansrs unaccented or 
unstressed element xiv (Trev.); accented 
or stressed element xix; ~late L. thesis 
(in prosodical sense, Martianus Capella) 
-Gr. thésis placing, setting, corr. to L. 
con|diti|6n- CONDITION, Skr. -dhitis, rel. by 
gradation to *dhétis DEED. 
Thespian! pe-spion pert. to Thespiz or 
Thespia, town on the slope of mount 
HELICON; poetic. XVII (Chapman, Jonson, 


_ Drayton); see -1AN. So Thespiap! muse. 


xvii (Chapman). - L. Thespiades pl. 
Thespian? pþe'spion pert. to Thespis, tra- 
ditional father of Gr. tragedy, tragic, 
dramatic. XVII; sb. tragedian XIX; see -IAN. 
theurgy pi-d1d3i magic of the Egyptian 
Platonists Xvr; divine agency in human 
affairs xix. -]late L. theürgia- Gr. the- 
ourgíG, f. theós god---ergos working; see 
THEO-, WORK, -Y?. 

thew pjū custom, habit OE.; T(good) 
quality, virtue x11; (pl) bodily powers, 
physical endowments xvi. OE. béaw usage, 
conduct = OS. thau, OHG. thau, dau 
discipline, of unkn. origin. @ The current 
application to sinews or tendons depends 
largely on Scott’s association of Shake- 
spearian instances of the sense ‘strength, 
vigour’ with bodily features. For earlier 
sense-development cf. L. mös custom, pl. 
morés morals. 


they 6e1 pl. of HE!, SHE, IT, pron. of the 3rd 
person. xit. ME. pei (pe33, Orm)- ON. 
þeir (= OE. pa), pl. of demons. sd, stt, bat; 
repi. OE, Iz, hie, pl. of hé, heo, hit. 
Thibetan see TIBETAN. 


thick pik of (comparatively) large measure 
through; dense. OE. picce = OS. thikki, 
OHG. dicchi (Du. dik, G. dick), ON. bykkr 
:- CGerm. (exc. Goth.) *heku-, bekwia-, of 
unkn. origin. Hence thi-cken®. xv. thi-ck- 
NESS. OE. 


thicket pi-kit dense growth of shrubs, etc. 
OE. piccet, f. bicce THICK. 


thief pif one who steals. OE. þīof, þēof. = 
OFris. thiaf, OS. thiof, OHG. diob (Du. 
dief, G. dieb), ON. jjófr, Goth. jpiufs; 
CGerm. word of which no further cogns. 
are known. Cf. THEFT. 
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THIGH 


THIS 


thigh pai upper part of the leg. OE. | thio- parou before a vowel thi-, repr. 


(Anglian) peh, (WS.) béoh, bioh — OFris. 
thidch, ODu. thio (Du. dij), OHG. dioh, 
ON. pjé s- CGerm. (exc. Goth.) *beuyam, 


comb. form of Gr. thefon sulphur; also 
thion-. XIX. 


£ IE. *feuk. *ftauh- *iuk-. whence Lith. | third p831d ordinal of the numeral three. 


tdukas, OSl. tuků fat, Lith. tùèkti be fat, 
Olr. tón posteriors (:- *tuknd), Av. tavsa- 
leg. OE. péh is repr. immed. by mod. 
north. thee; thigh descends from ME. pik 
(x11), with & raised to I, as in die, high, nigh, 
shy. Cf. THOUSAND, THUMB. 


thill pil shaft. xiv. Formally coincident 
with OE. pille board, planking (rel. to 
synon. pel, belu; cf. DEAL?); but the sense 
is so distant that, without further evidence, 
it is unsafe to connect them. The var. fill 
appears in Sh. in fill-horse. 


thimble pbi:mbl Tfinger-stall OE. (only); 
bell-shaped finger-cap used in sewing XV 
(Hoccleve). OE. bymel, f. büma THUMB; 
see -LE}, 


thin pin having little thickness, density, or 
depth. OE. pynne = OF ris. thenne, OS. 
thunni, OHG. dunni (Du. dun, G. dünn), 
ON. punnr :- CGerm. (exc. Goth.) *pun- 
nuz (i- *bunw-), based on IE. *tn-, zero- 
grade of *ten- *ton- (see TEND?). 


thine Sain of or pert. to THEE. OE. pin = 
OFris., OS. thin, OHG. din (Du. dijn, G. 
dein), ON. pinn, Goth. eins :- CGerm. 
*binaz ~~ lE. *t(z)einos, f. *tü THOU; cf. 
MINE and synon. Toch. tane. 


Sb. third part xiv; musical interval xvi. 
OE. (late Nhb.) pird(d)a, -e, var. of bridda 
(whence ME. and Sc. till xvin thrid) = 
OFris. thredda, OS. thriddio, OHG. dritto 
(Du. derde, G. dritte), ON. pridi, Goth. 
þridja :— CGerm. *pridjaz :— IE. *tritjds 
(cf. Skr. trtiyas, Gr. tritos, Lesbian tértos, 
L. tertius, OSI. tretij, W. trydydd), f. stem 
of THREE. Hence thirdrv?. xvi. third- 
RATE. XVII. thirteen (str. various) 13, xiii. 
OE. préotiene = OS. thriutein, OHG. drize- 
han (Du. dertien, G. dreizehn), ON. þrettán; 
the OE. form was repr. by threteen as late as 
XVII, the standard methathetic form appear- 
ing XV (birttene). thirteenTH? (str. various) 
13th. OE. préo-, prietéoba, ME. priitepe, 
preottenpe (x11) (prittende from ON. 
þrettándi), þrittenþe (xiv), pirttenth (xv), 
thirteenth (xv1); so OF ris. threttinda, OHG. 
drittozehanto, etc. thirry? pd-3ti 30, xxx. 
OE. pritig = OS. thritig, OHG. drizzug 
(Du. dertig, G. dreissig), ON. prirtegr, 
Goth. (acc.) Prins tiguns. thi-rtieth 3oth. 
OE. pritigoba, britteogoba, ME. thrittethe, 
remodelled in the present form on the 
cardinal with metathesis. thirtytwomo 
paititi:-mou reading of the symbol 32mo, 
xxxiimo, designating a book with 32 pages 
to the sheet, cf. sixteenmo, twelvemo. 


thing pin A. T(deliberative or judicial) | thirlage p35-:lidg see THRALL. 


assembly; 1legal process or charge OE. 


(only); affair, business: deed, act OE.: thirst p3ist uneasy sensation due to want 
3 > 3 "3 


that which is said x11; B. that which exists, 
being OE. (inanimate object xvii); OE. 
þing = OF ris., OS. thing, OHG. ding, dinc, 
a for deliberation and/or business, 
ON. Bing :- Germ. *binzam. Hence, with 
meaningless additions, T£hingum (xvIII), 
thingumbob (xviir Smollett, Miss Burney), 
thingummy piomi XVIII (Mme D'Arblay), 
thingamajig, thingumabob. 


Thing pin in Scand. countries, public 


of drink. OE. purst — O&. thurst (Du. 
dorst), (OJHHG. durst :- WGerm. *burstu 
(cf. ON. porsti, Goth. paurstei); f. *burs- 
s= IE. *trs- *tors-, repr. also by L. torrēre 
dry, parch (cf. TORRID), Skr. týšyati thirst, 
Olr. tart. So thirst vb. suffer thirst OE. ; 
impers. XII (Orm). OE. Ayrstan (till late 

E. also impers.) = OS. thurstian, 
OHG. durstan (Du. dorsten, G. dürsten), 
ON. pyrsta. 


meeting, legislative council, court of law. this dis, pl. THESE. demons. pron. and adj. 


XIX. - Scand. Ping; see prec. and cf. 
ALTHING, STORTHING. 


think pink pt., pp. thought pit conceive 
in the mind, consider, exercise the mind; 
believe. OE. penéan, pt. póhte, pp. gepoht 
= OFris. thanka, thenka, thenza, OS. 
thenkian, thahta, OHG. denken, dáchta (G. 
denken, dachte), ON. þekkja, þátta, Goth. 
bagkjan, pahta; factitive formation on OE. 
pyncan (see METHINKS), perh. orig. meaning 
‘cause to appear to oneself’. The closeness 
in form of ME. penche, pinche, pt. pohte, 
pouhte (from OE. penéían, bóhte) and ME. 
pünche, binche, benche, pt. puhte, pouhte 
(from OE. bynéan, pt. bühte) and the virtual 
identity in meaning of i thinke and me 
thinketh, as him thouhte and as he thouhte, 
led to the forms METHINKS, METHOUGHT ; 
for the k-form cf. SEEK. 
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indicating a person or thing present or near. 
The form this in generalized use dates from 
c.1200 (Orm); it is identical with the OE. 
n. nom. and acc. and the stem of most of 
the inflected forms. OE. þes m., þēos fem., 
Jis n., corr. to OFris. this, thius, thit, OS. 
*these, thius, thit, OHG. dese, deser, desiu, 
diz, ON. pessi, betta; WGerm. and ON. 
formation on *pa- (see THE, THAT) and 
deictic *-se, *-s? (poss. — OHG. se, Goth. 
sai behold!). The earlier formation is seen 
in ON. (runic) m ssi, batsi, acc. sg. 
pansi, bási, batsi, d. baimsi, n.pl. pausi (cf. 
with deictic IE. kve — L. -ce in hic, hujusce, 
etc. this, Goth. -(u)h in sah, soh, batuh this). 
The þ- forms were ult. extended through- 
out the paradigm, and, whereas orig. the 
first alone was inflected (e.g. OHG. n. nom. 
dese, g. sg. desse, pl. dese), the second el. came 
to be inflected also (e.g. OHG. g. sg. desses 


THISTLE 





THOUGH 








= OE. pisses); finally the first el. ceased to 
be inflected. As adv. equiv. to thus in various 
uses (XIV; now esp. in this much, this far, 
and the like), perh. from OE. instr. þys, 
Dis, or acc. sg. n. þis. Hence thi'SWIsSE. XIII 


(Cursor M.). 


thistle pi-sl prickly plant of the genus 
Carduus and closely allied genera. OE. 
pistel (some mod. dials. authenticate 7, e.g. 
Somerset dai:sl) =: OS. thistil, OHG. distil, 
distila (LG. diestel, distel, Du. distel, G. 
distel, also diestel), ON. pistill :- Germ. 
* bistilaz, -ilo, of unkn. origin. 

thither Gi-de1 to that place. OE. pider, 
alt. by assim. to Aider HITHER, of earlier 
peder, corr. to ON. padra there, thither, 
f. demons. base *pa- of THAT, THE+ suffix 
denoting ‘towards’ (IE. *trd(d), as in L. 
intra within, extra outside, Skr. tdira there, 


then). Q For the change of d to 6 cf. 
FATHER. 
thitsi pitsi black varnish tree. XIX. 


~ Burmese thitsi (written sachché), f. thit 
tree, wood 4- asi (in comb. -sz) gum. 
thlaspi ple-spi genus of cruciferous plants. 
XVI. - modL. —- Gr. tAhláspi, -is. 
thole? poul peg, pin, spec. in the gun- 
wale of a boat. OE. þo{D = OFris. tholl, 
MLG., MDu. dolle (Du. dol), ON. pþollr 
fir tree, tree, peg, referred to Germ, *pþul-, 
IE. *tul- (cf. Gr. tülos peg), extension of 
*tu- swell parallel to *tum- (see THUMB, 
TUMOUR). The vars. thoule, thowle, corr. to the 
present oarsman’s pronunc. paul, appear 
XVII; they are prob. due to assoc. with DOWEL. 
The want of evidence between the OE. 
period and xv (Promp. Parv.) prob. indicates 
loss of the OE. word and its supersession by 
the ON. 


thole? poul (arch., dial.) suffer. OE. polian 
= OFris. tholia, OS. tholon, tholian, OHG. 
dolón, dolén, ON. pola, Goth. pulan; 
CGerm. f. *bul- repr. weak grade of IE. 
*tol- *tel- *:]. raise, remove, of CIE. 
extent (exc. Balto-Sl.) as in Gr. tlénai 
endure, bear, tdlanton balance, TALENT, 
L. tollere raise, tuli (pt.) bore. 


Thomas təməs common male Christian 
name. -]late L. Thomás, Gr. Thomás, of 
Aram. origin (‘twin’); name of ‘the doubt- 
ing Apostle’ (see John xx 25). Cf. Tow, 
TOMMY. 

Thomist tou-mist follower of Thomas 
Aquinas (c.1225—74) the Angelic Doctor xv1. 
-~medL. Thémista, f. L. Thémds; see prec., 
-IST. Cf. F. thomiste (Pascal). Hence 
Tho-misM. xvii. 


thong pon narrow strip of hide or leather. 
OE. pwang, pwong, which became jong 
(xi) by absorption of w in o = OF ris. 
thwang, MLG. dwank constraint, OHG. 
dwang rein (MHG. dwanc, twanc, G. zwang), 
f. Germ. *þwapg-, whence also late Nhb. 
pl. ğuuencgu, Anglian þwænga, corr. to ON. 
þvengr = *þwangiz, rel. further to OE. 
gebwinglod bound up, OFris. thwinga, OS. 





thwingan, OHG. thwingan, dw-, ON. bvinga 


force, constrain. 


thorax pd-reks (anat.) part of the body 
between the neck and the abdomen. xvi. 
- L. thorax — Gr. thérdx (-dko-) breastplate, 
breast, chest. So thoracic -z'sik. XVIL 
- medL. - Gr. 

thorium pd:riom (chem.) dark-grey metal- 
lic element. xrx. —modL. thorium (Ber- 
zelius, 1828-9), f. Thor Norse god-+-IuM. 


thorn pom A. sharp-pointed process on 
a plant; thorn-bearing plant (cf. HAW- 
THORN); B. runic character p. OE. þorn = 
OS. thorn (Du. doorn), (O)HG. dorn, ON, 
porn, Goth. jpaurnus:- CGerm. purnuz 
— IE. *trnus, f. *trn- tern-, as repr. also by 
Olr. trdinin small stalk of grass, OSI. tritnü 
thorn, Skr. t¢nam grass-stalk, Gr. térnax 
cactus prickle. Hence thorny! OE. 
pornig (/EMric, Wulfstan). 


thorough pao obs. or arch. as adv. and 
prep. in senses of through; in gen. use as 
adj. Application of the adv.: fully executed, 
affecting every part XIII ; disyllabic develop- 
ment, puruh, of OE. þurh THROUGH, paral- 
leled in OS. thuru(h), OHG. duruh, as also 
in borough, furrow, marrow, sorrow. comp. 
tho-roughpass? (mus.) bass part extending 
through a composition. xvii; tho-rough- 
bred xvii; tho roughranE xv (earlier 
thurghfare, Ch); cf. G.  durchfahrt; 
tho-roughgoing xix (Scott, who has also 
thoroughgaun). 


thorp bdip (arch., hist.) hamlet, village. 
OE. prop, occas. (prob. from ON.) porp = 
OF ris. thorp, therp (cf. TERP), OS. thorp 
(Du. dorp), OHG. (G.) dorf village, ON. 
þorp hamlet, farmstead, Goth. paurp field, 
land, estate + CGerm. *pburpam, of uncer- 
tain origin, but connected by some with 
W. tref town, OBret. treb dwelling, Gaulish 
tribal name Atrebates ‘occupiers’. 


those Souz, pl. of THAT. OE. pas, ME. 
(southern) pos, pl. of THIS; from xiv, first 
in northern and later in midland and south- 
ern speech, pl. of demons. pron. and adj. 
that; repl. thé (OE. pa, pl. of se, seo, bat 
THE), which remained in literary use till xvi, 
and survives in Sc. and north. dial. as thae. 


thou dau pron. denoting the person (or 
thing) addressed. OE. pii = OF ris., OS. thi 
(LG. du), OHG. dă (G. dă), ON. þú, Goth. 
pu :- CGerm. repr. of IE. *tZ, whence also 
L., Olr., Av. tū, Gr. (Doric) tú, Attic sú 
(after acc. sé, d. soi), OSI. ty, Lith. tz, W. 
ti, Skr. tvudm (after ahdm I), Toch. tu; see 
also THEE, THINE, THY. Hence thou vb. xv; 
cf. THEE vb.; so Icel. bua, medL. tuàre, 
tuisáre, ME. thowtyn (Promp. Parv.), G. 
dutzen, F. tutoyer; It. tuizzare. Q Eng. 
has generalized the long str. form, G. the 
short unstr. form. 


though Sou, (Sc. and north. Eng.) pé adv. 


for all that; conj. notwithstanding that. xii. 
ME. bóh (in Orm pþohh), *þõh, prehistoric 
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THOUGHT 


form of ON. þó (OEN. pau), earlier *bauh 
= OE. béah (whence ME. peh, beih, beigh, 
and jah, pauh, pauz, which were obs. 
before 1500), OFris. thüch, OS. thoh (Du. 
doch), OHG. doh (G. doch), Goth. pauh or, 
yet ; CGerm. advb. formation on pron. base 
* ba- THE, THAT - (in Goth. -uA) the particle 
repr. by L. -que, Gr. té, Skr. ca and. 


thought pot action or act of thinking; 
tanxiety, solicitude XIII ; very small amount 
XVI. repr. OE. poht and the more freq. 
geboht — OS. githaht (Du. gedachte), OHG. 
gidáht :- Germ.  *zabagxt-, f. *papkjan 
THINK; cf. synon. ON. þótti, þóttr, Goth. 
puhtus, f. *punxt-. 


thousand pau-zond rooo, M. OE. piisend 
= OFris. thisend, OS. thisundig, OHG. 
thü-, dusunt (Du. duizend, G. tausend), ON.. 
pusund, Goth. püsundi :- CGerm. *busundi, 
cogn. with Balto-Sl. *:ssntjà (repr. by 
Lith. tükstantis, OS. tysesfta, Russ. tysyacha), 
the first el. of which has been identified 
with the base of L. tumére swell, Skr. tuvi 
much, the second el. with hundred (cf. ON. 
pushundrad 1000), the etymol. meaning 
being ‘many hundreds’. @ There is no 
CIE. word as with the earlier numbers. 


thrall prl villein, serf, slave, OE. þræl 
(first in late Nhb.) - ON. 5réll, perh. :- 
* braxilaz, f. Germ. *brax- *prey- run; cf. 
Goth. pragjan run, OHQG. dregil, drigil 
servant, (prop.) runner. Hence thrall vb. 
(arch.) bring into bondage, ENTHRALL. XIII 
(Las.). thra-Ipom (xu). @ The Sc. var. 
threll (xiv) became thril(l), which by meta- 
thesis became ?hirl, whence, from the two 
forms, were derived Tthrillage (xiv—-xv) and 
thirlage (xv1). 

thranite prei-nait rower in one of the tiers 


of a trireme. XIX. — Gr. £rànités, f. thrános 
bench (cf. thrénos seat, THRONE); see -ITE. 


thrash pref A. thresh (corn, etc.) xvi 
(Sh.); B. chastise by beating xvi; C. 
(naut.) beat (one’s way); D. lash out, 
plunge Xix. metathetic alt. of an early form 
repr. by OE. barscan, parallel with perséan 
THRESH, which is now the prevalent form in 
sense A. 


thrasonical prosa:nikel given to boasting. 
xvi. f. L. thrasd(n-) - Gr. Thrdsón name of 
the braggart soldierin Terence’s ‘Eunu- 
chus’, f. thrastis bold, resolute, rel. to 
thársos, Lesbian thérsos (cf. THERSITICAL); 
see DARE, -ICAL. 


thread pred cord composed of spun fibres 
of flax, etc. OE.; length of yarn forming a 
constituent of such fabric x11; transf. and 
fig. xiv. OE. préd = OS. þrād, OHG. 
dràt (Du. draad, G. draht), ON. prdór :- 
Germ. *brgüuz, f. *br&- twist (see THROW). 
Hence thread vb. xiv. threa-dBare leav- 
ing bare the thread of warp and woof. xiv 
(PPL, Ch.); fig. xv (Hoccleve). 


threat pret jthrong, troop; Toppression, 
affliction OE. ; denunciation of evil to come 


THRIFT 


(? OE.), xi. OE. préat m., cogn. with ON. 
praut fem. struggle, labour, f. Germ. 
* braut- *breut- *brut- base of OE. bréatian 
(see below), Préotan trouble, Du. ver|drieten, 
weary, OHG. ir|driozan (MHG. ver|driezen, 
G. ver|driessen annoy) vex, Goth. us| briutan 
trouble; prob. cogn. with L. trüdere thrust 
(cf. ABSTRUSE, OBTRUDE). So vb. (arch. or 
dial.) OE. préatian, superseded by threa-- 
tEN? (OE. préatnian) Tpress, urge, from xii 
utter threats against, from xvir (Sh.) be 
ominous (of). 


three pri 3, iit. OE. fri, prie m., prio, bréof., 


n. = OF ris. thré, thrià, thriu, OS. thria, threa, 
thriu, OHG. dri, dro, driu (Du. drie, G. drei), 
ON. prir, bridr, bri, Goth. *preis, brzja :- 
CGerm. *pryiz t- IE. *trejes, whence 
also L. trés, tria, Gr. trefs, tría, Skr. tráyas, 
etc. Cf. THIRD, THIRTEEN, THIRTY, THRICE, 
TRI-, TRIO. three-halfpence prihei:pons 
(-halpenys xv), -halfpenny -hei:peni, half- 
pennyworth,| -ha’porth hei-paip (-halp- 
vorthe xv). threePENCE pre:pons, pri:pons, 
pra:pons XvI, three-PENNY  -poni. XV; 
threepe-nnyworth, -penn'orth -pe:noib 
(T-penneard xvi). 


threnody prenédi lament for the dead, 


dirge. xvit. —Gr. thréndidid, f. thrénos 
whence late L. thrénus (also medL. thréna), 
Eng. threne (xv)-+ didé ODE; see -Y°, 


thresh pref separate the grain from (corn) 


by beating, etc. ME. threshe-n (x11), con- 
tinuing metathetic alt. of OE. berscan, pt. 
parsé, purséon, pp. borséen — MLG., MDu. 
derschen (1.G., Du. dorschen), OHG. 
dreskan (G. dreschen), ON. preskja, Goth. 
priskan, f. CGerm. *persk- :- IE. *tersk-, 
repr. in Balto-Sl. by words denoting 
‘crackle’, ‘crash’, ‘rattle’. @ The Germ. 
word is the source of a widespread Rom. vb. 
with senses ‘trample’, ‘dance’ (OF. treschier, 
Sp. triscar, It. trescare). Hence thre-shrr! 
person or machine that threshes xiv; 
shark so named from the upper division of 
its tail with which it lashes an enemy xvir. 
Cf. THRASH. 


threshold pre fould sill of a doorway, 


entrance to a building. OE. perséold, 
perxold, prescold, prexold, -wold = ON. 
Jreskoldr, -kjoldr (Norw., Sw. tröskel, Da. 
dar|terskel); cf. OHG. driscüfli (G. dial. 
drischaufel); the first el. is OE. perséan 
THRASH, in the primitive sense of ‘tread, 
trample’, the second el. is not identifiable. 
Q The great variety of forms in Eng. is 
equalled or exceeded in rel. langs. 


thrice prais three times, xu. ME. ries, 


ries, f. (with ~es -s) brie t= OE. priga, var. of 
priwa = OFris. thria, OS. thriuuo, thrio 
(peculiar to the Saxon-Frisian group). f. 
* bri- THREE + advb. -a, with cons. glide 
intervening; cf. TWICE. @ Spelt with -ce 
to express final voiceless s, as dice, mice, 
once, twice. 


thrift prift thriving condition XII; 
Tprosperity, success; Tgains, savings XIV; 
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THRILL 


THRUM 
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industry; economical management; plant 
Armeria maritima XVI. —- ON. prift, 


Hence throne vb. (arch.) ENTHRONE XIV; 
be enthroned xvir (Sh.). 


prifask THRIVE; see -T', Hence thrifty! throng prog A. crowd xiu (Cursor M.); 


thriving; -worshipful, respectable xiv; 
careful of expenditure xvi. 


thrill pril A. fpierce (lit. and fig.) xri 
(Cursor M.); B. affect, be affected, with a 
wave of emotion xvi (Sh); C. Thur (a 
piercing weapon) xvii; D. quiver XVIII. 
Metathetic var. of (dial.) thirl, OE. pPyrlian, 
f. byr(eM perforation, hole, aperture (see 
NOSTRIL) :;— *pyrhil, *purhil, f. purh 
THROUGH---EL'; cf. the adjs. OE. pyrel, 
OHG. dur(i)hhil perforated. The rise of the 
last senses C and D 1s not clearly accounted 
for. Hence sb. xvir. 


thrips prips minute insect infecting plants. 
xvid. -—L. (Plimy) - Gr. thríps, pl.- thr£pes 
wood-worm. 


B. crowding, crowded condition xiv. In 
sense À — ON. rong, corr. to OE. geprang, 
MLG., MHG. gedrang (G. drang crowd, 
pressure); cf. OHG. drangéd, githrengi, 
MLG., MHG. gedrenge (G. gedrdnge); in 
sense B f. throng vb. fpress, crush; push 
one’s way XIV; form a crowd, crowd round, 
press upon XVI; fill with a crowd xvii. The 
vb. is prob. orig. f. (dial) throng adj. 
pressed close together (xiv) — ON. prongr 
narrow, close, crowded, rel. to OE. pringan 
press, crowd, throng = OS. thringan, OHG. 
dringan (Du., G. dringen), ON. pþryngva, 
also to Goth. þreihan; the Germ. base 
* bring(w)- * prin x(w)- is rel. to a widespread 
IE. base with reprs. seen in Av., Lith., and 
Celtic. 


thrive praiv pt. throve  prouv, PE throstle pros] thrush, mavis. OE. prostle 


thriven pri-vn; also pt, pp. thrive 
praivd (xiv) t grow, increase XIII (Orm); 
prosper XIII (Cursor M.). ME. prive, -pt. 
práf, later prof, pp. priven (xv). - ON. 


= OS. throsla, OHG. dréscaia (G. drossel), 
f. Germ. *prau(d)st-, -sk-, based on IE. 
formations repr. by L. turdus, Celtic and 
Balto-Sl. names of the bird. See THRUSH}. 


prifask, pt. preifsk, refl. of prifa lay hold of | throttle prot! compress the throat of, so as 


suddenly, grasp (cf. the similar use of 
takask, refl. taka seize, TAKE). 


throat prout front part of the neck, passage 
through it to lungs or stomach. OE. prote, 
protu = OHG. drogga (MHG. droze, 
whence G. drossel; see THROTTLE), f. Germ. 


to suffocate. x1v. Late ME. throtel, -il, perh. 
f. THROAT---LE?, @ Not f. much later 
(dial.) throttle throat (xv1), which has the 
form of dim. of THROAT, like synon. G. 
drossel (f. MHG. drogzze, OHG. drozza), 
whence Tdrosseln, erdrosseln strangle. 


“prut- *prit- (repr. also by ON. roti | through pri prep. from end to end or from 


swelling, OE. prütian, ON. prütna swell, 
prütinn swollen), to which there is a parallel 
synon. Germ. *strut- repr. by OS. strota 
(Du. strot) throat, OFris. strotbolla, beside 
OE. protbolla, OFris. throtbolla Adam's 
apple, and MHG. strozze, whence It. 
strozza throat, strozzare strangle). If the 
basic meaning is ‘thrust out, project, swell’, 
the application to the throat was prob. in 
ref. to the appearance of the front of it. 
Hence throa:ty!, xvi. 


throb prob (of the heart) beat strongly xiv 
(þrobbant prp., PPL, obs. frob xvir); (gen.) 
pulsate xIx. Presumably of imit. origin. 


side to side of; by the agency or means of; 
adv. from end to end. OE. purh = OFris. 
thruch, OS. thurh, thuru, (M)Du. door, 
OHG. duruh, -ih, dur (G. durch, dial. dur) 
:- WGerm. *burx, of which a var. *berh is 
repr. by OE. (late Nhb.) perch, barch, 
Goth. pairh through, OHG. derh perforated ; 
cf. further OE. pyrel hole (see NOSTRIL); 
the basic *tr- is seen in Olr. tre, tri, L. 
trāns across. ‘The metathetic forms (bruh, 
etc.) appear c.1300 and became universal 
in XV. Cf. THOROUGH, THRILL. comp. 
throughou:r adv. right through, OE. 
purhüt, prep. X1; cf. modG. durchaus. 


Hence sb. xvi (Spenser, Lyly). throw prou pt. threw pri, pp. thrown 


throe þrou fspasm, paroxysm XII; agony 

of death X11 ; violent convulsion or struggle 
xvii. ME. þrowe, north. þrawe (Sc. thraw), 
sp. throe (xvii) perb. by assoc. with woe; 
poss. repr. obscurely OE. préa, prawu 
threat, calamity, with influence from 
prówian suffer. 


thrombosis prombousis (path.) coagula- 
tion of the blood. xvir. - modL.- Gr. 
thrómbosts curdling, f. thromboüsthai become 
curdled or clotted, f. thrómbos, lump, clot, 
whence modL. thro-mbus (used in Eng. 


proun twist (now only dial. or in techn. 
sense of preparing and twisting raw silk into 
thread xv); from Xxiii in various uses of cast. 
OE. prdwan, pt. préow, pp. bráwen — OS. 


- thrdian, OHG. drden, drajen, drdwen (Du. 


draaien, G. drehen); WGerm. str. vb. (Da. and 
Sw. forms are - LG.) based on IE. *ter-, 
repr. by L. terere rub (see TRITE), Gr. teirein 
wear out, tréma hole, Lith. trinà I rub, Olr. 
tarathar borer. Hence sb. xvi. €] Super- 
seded OE. weorpan (see WARP) as the gen. vb. 
for throwing, sharing various senses with 


.cast, which is of Scand. origin. 


from XVII); see -osrs. thrum! pram end of a warp-thread left 


throne proun seat of state, of a deity XII; 
third (from Col. i 16) order of angels XIV. 
ME. trone (xilI-xvi), (assim. early to the 
L. form) throne —- OF. trone (mod. trône) 
~ L. thronus = Gr. thrónos elevated seat. 
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unwoven, short piece of waste thread. xiv. 
repr. OE. prum in (under)tungeprum liga- 
ment of the tongue = MDu. drom, drum 
(mod. Du. has dreum thrum), OHG., MHG. 
drum end-piece, remnant (G. trumm end- 


THRUM 


THWART 





piece, triimmer remnants, ruins), f. Germ. | Thummim pa'mim Heb. thummim per- 


*brum- *bram- (whence ON. promr :- 
* bramuz) ; the IE. base *trm- is repr. also by 
L. terminus, termó, Gr. térma end, TERM. 


thrum? pram play on a stringed instru- 
ment XVI ; strum upon XVII ; recite in sing- 
song fashion; drum (onm) xvin. Of imit. 
origin. @ ‘Anon to our gitterne, thrumple- 
dum, thrumpledum thrum’ (Udall ‘Royster 
Doyster’ 11 1, ¢.1550). 


thrush! praf bird of the genus Turdus. 

OE. prysée (:*- *pruskjón), rel. to synon. 
OE. pre@sée, *bréasée = OHG. drosca (:- 
* brauskon) ; cf. THROSTLE. 


thrush? praf A. disease (esp. of infants) 
marked by white specks in the mouth xvi 
(Pepys); B. in the horse, inflammation of the 
frog of the hoof xvirt. Of unkn. origin; but 
in sense À cf. Sw., ODa. tersk, Da. troske; 
in sense B FRUSH. 


thrust prast use the force of impact (upon). 
xit. Early ME. prüste (1n w.midl. tothruste 
pt. xu), e.midl. priste (Havelok), preste 
— ON. prysta (1- *prüstjan), which has been 
referred to TE. *trüd-, whence L. triidere 
(cf. ABSTRUSE, EXTRUDE, INTRUDE, PROTRUDE). 
Hence thrust sb. xvi. 


thud bad T(Sc.) come with a blast or gust 
xvi (Douglas); produce a dull heavy sound 
xvIII. prob. identical with OE. þyddan, ME. 
thüdde thrust, push (:= *þudjan), rel. to 
OE. þoddettan push, beat (+= * þudatjan) and 
þoden, ME. pode, early mod. thode (Bun- 
yan) violent wind. Hence thud sb. blast, 
gust xvI (Douglas); heavy blow xvii; 
dull heavy sound xix. In earliest use Sc. 
and north. dial. ; not in gen. Eng. use before 
xix, when it became familiar (c.1850), prob. 
through writers whose works show local 
colouring, e.g. Emily Bronté, George Eliot. 


thug bag (Thug) professional robber and 

murderer in India, (hence) cut-throat, 
ruffian. xIx. = Hindi, Marathi ;hag cheat, 
swindler. So thuggee- system practised by 
the thugs. xix. — Hindi thagi. 


thuja pjü:dsa now the more usual form of 
THUYA. XVIII. modL. (Linnzus). 


Thule pjüli name of an island supposed 
by Polybius to be the northernmost region 
in the world. OE., ME. Tyle, Tile (Alfred, 
Ch., Trevisa), mod. Thule (xvi) = L. Thüle, 
Thýlë ~ Gr. Thoulé, Thiilg, of unkn. origin. 


thumb pam short innermost digit of the 

hand. OE. puma = OF ris., OS. thüma, 
MLG., MDu. dime (Du. duim), OHG. 
diimo (G. daumen) :- WGerm. *þūmon 
(ON. has pumalfingr; cf. THIMBLE); repr. 
IE. *tum-, one of several extensions of 
*tu- swell, as seen also e.g. in THOLE!, 
THOUSAND, TUMOUR, TUMULT, TUMULUS. 
The parasitic b found in pl. bumbes (x11), 
sg. boumbe (x11), had no permanent effect 
on the pronunc. Hence vb. xvi. 


fection, var. of tummim, pl. of tom complete- 
ness. xvi. See URIM. 


thump pbamp strike or beat heavily. xvr. 

So as sb. Xvi. imit.; similar forms are 
EFris. dump knock, Icel., Sw. dial. dumpa 
vb. thump. 


thunder pa-ndoz loud noise accompanying 
lightning. OE. punor = OF ris. thuner, OS. 
thunar, OHG. donar (Du. donder, G. donner), 
ON. jórr :- CGerm. (exc. Gothic) f. IE. 
¥in- *ton-, as in L. tondre thunder. So vb. 
OE. punrian = Du. donderen, G. donnern. 
Q In thunderbolt (xv), thunderstroke (xvt) 
the reference is to the supposed destructive 
power of thunder as the accompaniment of 
lightning. 


thurible pjuoribl censer. xv (turrible, 
thoryble, Promp. Parv.). —(O)F. thurible or 
L. t(h)iribulum, f. t(h)ir-, t(h)iis incense 
~ Gr. thiios sacrifice, offering, incense. So 
thu-rifer one who carries a thurible. XIX. 
— ecclL. (cf. -FEROUS) ; earlier thuri-bulrn*? 
(xvi) - OF. thuribulier - medL. — thüribu- 
ldrius, 


Thursday p5-1zdi fourth day of the week. 
OE. pur(e)sdeg, for bunresdeg, f. g. of 
punovr THUNDER; partly assoc. with ON. 
pórsdagr ; corr. to (M)Du. donderdag, OHG. 
donarestac (G. donnerstag), rendering late L. 
Jovis dies Jupiters day (whence F. jeudi, 
It. giovedì). 


thus as in this manner, like this, to this 
extent. OE. pus = OS. thus, (M)Du. dus, 
of unkn. origin. Hence thu-sNess in (joc.) 
this thusness (‘A. Ward’). thu-swisE (arch.). 
XIV. Q A similar formation is (M)Du. gus, 
(MLG züs, OHG. MHG. sus. 


thuya pü:jo one of a genus of conifers. 
XVIII. irreg. repr. of Gr. thitia, var. of thua, 
name of the source of THYINE wood. See 
THUJA. 


thwack pwek beat or strike as with a stick. 


XVI. imit.; cf. (dial.) thack, OE. pacctan, 
ME. zhakke. Hence sb. xvi. 
thwart! pwidit (arch.) adv. and prep. 


athwart XIV; adj. obstinate, perverse XIII. 
Early ME. þwert (Orm fwerri), first in 
comp. adv. pwert out thoroughly, and prep. 
pwert over across, adj. perverse — ON. þvert, 
orig. n. of þverr transverse, cross = OE. 
pwe(o)h crooked, cross, perverse, OHG. 
dwerh, twerch, G. zwerch (in comp. über- 
zwerch across, zwerchfell diaphragm), Goth. 
pwairhs cross, angry :- CGerm. *bwerxywaz, 
f. IE. *twerk- *twork-, as in L. torquére 
twist; cf. ATHWART. 


thwart?  pwoit  rower's bench.  xvirm. 
Appears 1736 in Bailey’s folio dict. as a var. 
of thought, which is evidenced from xiv 
(Sandahl) as a var. of earlier n. dial. thoft, 
OE. pofte = MDu. dofte, dochte (Du. doft), 
OHG. dofta (G. ducht, duft is from LG.)}, ON. 
popta :- Germ. *tuftó, taken to be f. a base 
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TICKTACK 





meaning ‘squat’. The absence of evidence 
for thoft between 1513 (Douglas) and mod. 
Sc. (Jamieson) and north. dial. and the 
replacement of thought by thwart (presu- 
mably under the influence of THWART!) 
render the history obscure. 


thy dai clipped form of THINE (ME. Jz xu). 
Thyestean paiesti-on; -e'stion pert. to 
Thyestes, in ancient Gr. legend brother of 
Atreus, who at a banquet made him eat of 


the flesh of his two sons; see -EAN. XVII 
(Milton). 


thyine paiin epithet of a tree mentioned 

in Rev. xviii 12. Xiv (Wycl. Bible, tyyn). 
~L. thyinus - Gr. thiinos, £. thid THUYA; 
see -INE!, 


thylacine  pailosain native Tasmanian 
"wolf', a carnivorous marsupial. xix. - F. 
thylacine, modL. thylacinus, f. Gr. thülakos 
pouch; see -INE!. 


thyme taim fragrant aromatic herb of the 
genus Thymus. xıv (Trevisa). —(O)F. 
thym -= L. thymum = Gr. thúmon (also -os). 
f. thiiein burn sacrifice, f. base *dhu- cause 
to smoke. 


thyro- pai?rou used as comb. of next. 
XIX (in modL. xvi1). 


thyroid  pai?roid (anat) ¢. cartilage 
Adam's apple; t. gland, t. body one of the 
‘ductless glands’. xvi. -F. tthyroide 
(Paré) or modL. thyroidés (Blancard) ~ Gr. 
thuroidés, erron. for thureoeidés (xóv8pos 
Gupecedys thyroid cartilage, Galen), f. 
thureds stone put against a door, oblong 
shield (as door-shaped), f. thuv@ DOOR; see 
-OID. 


thyrsus p3-isos pl. thyrsi p3-1sai (Gr. and 
Roman antiq.) staff or spear tipped with a 
pine-cone ornament; (bot.) form of in- 
florescence. xvii. —- L.- Gr. £hürsos stalk 
of a plant. 


thyself ðaiself emph. and refl. vars. of 
THOU and THEE. ME. pi sülf, þi self (X111), 
repi. þē self (OE. to XIV), 1.e. THEE and SELF; 
cf. MYSELF. 


tiara tid-ra conical cap of ancient Persians 
XV1; pope's triple crown xvir ; lady’s orna- 
mental headband xvin. = L. tiāra= Gr. 
tira, tidrds, partly through It. tiara; in all 
senses preceded by anglicized £iar(e), partly 
due to (O)F. tiare. 


Tibetan, Thibetan tibe:ton, tibi-ton, ti-be- 
ton of or pert. to Tibet, a country of central 
Asia, or its language. xix. The current 
Eur. name of the country (called by the 
Tibetans Bod, pronounced as Bhód, Bhot) 
repr. Tó-bhót, i.e. ‘High Bod’, native name 
of the plateau bordering Mongolia, China, 
and Kashmir, by which Eur. travellers 
approached libet; see -AN. 


tibia ti'bio larger of the two bones of the 
lower leg. xviir. — L. tibia shin-bone, flute. 
So ti-biaL!. xvi. ~ L. 


tical tikal, tikol former Siamese silver 
coin. XVII - Pg. tical,'repr. native tankd. 


tice tais (dial) Aphetic of Tattce, -ise, 
ENTICE, but earlier than these forms and 
prob. immed. - OF. atisier. Hence sb. 
yorker (in cricket). 


tick! tik. kind of mitc.. OE. *Zcca or *tica 
(recorded once as ticia viii), ME. tyke, teke, 
later ficke (Xv1) corr. with variation of 
vowel and cons, to MLG., MDu. tëke 
(Du. teek), OHG. zécho (G. zecke), f. 
WGerm. *tik- *tikk-; the ME. forms may 
be partly due to MLG. or MDu.; Arm. tiz 
bug, and Ir. dega stag-beetle are compared. 


tick’ tik (dial.) touch or tap lightly, esp. toy, 
dally xi (tickz, AncrR.); make short quick 
beats xvii; mark with a dash, etc. xix. 
prob. imit. So tick sb. slight touch xv (tek; 
in the game of tick or tig xvir Drayton); 
quick dry sound xvit; small dot or dash XIX. 
The parallel LG. tikk touch, moment, in- 
stant, Du. tik pat, touch, tikken pat, tick, 
MHG. gic slight touch or pressure, spot, 
crafty conduct, OHG. zekén pluck (MHG. 
zicken push), Norw. tikke touch lightly 
(from LG.), may point to a WGerm. base, 
or the various forms may be independent 
expressive formations. 


tick? tik case or cover of a mattress or 
pillow, (hence) material of this. xv (tikke, 
téke, tyke). corr. to and prob. immed. - 
MLG., MDu. téke and MDu. tike (Du. 
tijk), rel. to OHG. ziahha, ziecha (G. gieche 
bed-tick, pillow-case); WGerm. = L. thëca 
— Gr. théké case, f. IE. *dhē- place (see po’). 


tick* tik in phr. (go, run, play) on tick on 
credit, on trust XVII; short for TICKET (used 
in similar phr. go on the ticket, etc., from 
c.1600). 


ticket tikit (short) written notice, label; 
Tvoucher, warrant, promise to pay (phr. on 
the t.; cf. Tick*) xvi; slip bearing evidence 
of the holder's title to something xvi; 
(U.S.) list of candidates for election XVIIL; 
the t., the correct thing xix. Aphetic - F. 
Tétiquet (cf. ETIQUETTE), OF. estiquet(te), 
f. estiquier, estequier fix, stick, var. of 
estichier, estechier — MDu. steken; see -ET. 
Hence vb. XVII. 


tickle tikl tbe thrilled (R. Mannyng); 
excite agreeably xiv (Ch.); touch, stroke, 
or poke so as to excite xv. prob. frequent. 
of TICK?; see -LE?. For synon. words with 
similar cons. structure, cf. OE. tinclian, 
citelian, (dial.) kittle, OHG. kizzilōn (G. 
kitzeln, dial. zicklen), ON. kitla, L. titilláre 
TITILLATE. Hence tickrisH'. XVI; super- 
seding (dial.) tickle (xv1) in senses ‘delicate’, 
‘precarious’. 


ticktack ti-kte-k expressive of duplicated 
or alternating ticking sound. xvi. Cf. Du. 
tiktak, G. ticktack, F. tic-tac. So ti-ck-ti-ck, 
XVIIt, ti-cK-to-ck (of the ticking of a clock). 
XIX. 


[922] 


TICKY 


ticky tiki (S. Africa) threepenny piece. 
XIX. perh. native alt. of a Eur. word, e.g. 
TICKET, or Du. stukje little piece. 


tidal tar:dol pert. to the tide or tides. XIX. 
f. tipE! B+-aul. Q Of techn. origin and 
currency. 


tiddlywink ti-dliwink A. (sl.) beershop; 
B. (pl) game played with (1) dominoes, 
(2) counters. xix. Of unkn. origin ; with A 
cf. sl. fiddly a drink, drunk. 


tide! taid A. Tportion of time, season, age; 
thour; (arch.) point of time, due time; 
definite time of day or of the year (surviving 
in eventide, noontide, springtide); church 
anniversary or festival (arch. except as in 
Eastertide, Shrovetide, Whitsuntide) OE.; 
B. swelling of the sea or its alternate rising 
and falling xiv. OE. tid = OS. tid (Du. 
tijd), OHG. zit (G. zeit), ON. tid -- CGerm. 
(exc. Goth.) *tidiz, f. *ti- (cf. TIME) :- IE. 
*di *da(i)- divide, cut up, repr. by Gr. 
daiesthai divide, distribute, dais, daité por- 
tion, meal, daimén DEMON, Skr. ddyaté 
share, dáti, dyáti cut, harvest, share, Arm. 
ti age, years, time, Gr. dêmos DEME. In B 
prob. after MLG. (ge)tīde, tīe, MDu. 
ghetīde (Du. tij, getij), a special develop- 
ment of the sense ‘fixed time’. So tide 
(arch.) happen, befall. OE. tidan, earlier 
getidan, f. the sb. Q Often sp. ’tide, as if 
for BETIDE. 





tide? taid flow or carry along like the tide 
XVI; get over, surmount XVII. f. TIDE! B. 


tidings tardigz (pl; formerly also sg.) 

piece of news. Late OE. tidung, prob., with 
assim, to -ING!, anglicization of ON. tidendi, 
-indi events, news, f. tíür adj. happening, 
occurring -+ nominal suffix; various types 
of form exist in ME., showing different 
stages of adaptation and blending of ON. 
and native features; the ON. forms are 
directly repr. by tipennde (Orm), tiüind 
(La3.). Cf. G. zeitung newspaper. 


tidy tai-di in good condition, of good ap- 
pearance XIII; timely, seasonable (presum- 
ably the orig. sense); excellent, worthy 
XIV; of neat habits or appearance XVIIL; 
pretty good, pretty big xix; sb. object for 
keeping persons or things neat XIX. ME. 
tdi, f. tid time, TIDE! -- -v*. Cf. OHG. 
zītig (G. zeitig), Du. tijdig timely. 


tie tai that with which anything is fastened 
E.; fig. bond, connexion xvi; equality 
between competitors xvii. OE. téah (téag-), 
tég = ON. taug rope :- Germ. *tauzé, f. 
*tauy- (cf. TEAM, TOW’). So tie vb. make 
fast. OE. tigan, late form of WS. *tiegan, 
Anglian *tēġan (ME. tezen) 1 Germ. *tau- 
gian (cf. ON, teygja draw). 


tier tior row, rank of seats, shelves, etc. 
XVI (tier, tire); —(O)F. tire sequence, 
rank, order, f. tirer draw, draw out = Pr., 
Sp. tirar, It. tirare :- Rom. *tiráre, of unkn. 
origin. 


TILDE 


tierce tiors Tthird part xv; third hour of 
the day (9 a.m.); canonical office said at 
this hour (TERCE) XIV; wine measure or 
cask xvi; third of the parries in fencing; 
sequence of three playing cards XVII; 
(mus.) note two octaves and a major third 
above a fundamental note xvii; (her.) 
division of a shield into three equal parts 
XIX. — (O)F. tierce, terce 1— L. tertia, sb. use 
of fem. of tertius THIRD. 


tiff tif {slight fit of temper; slight quarrel. 
XVII. prob. of dial. origin, but no source is 
known. 


tiffany tifoni kind of thin transparent silk. 
xvii (Holland, Cotgr.). perh. punning use 
(quasi transparency) of tiffany — OF. tifanie 
s-ecclL. theophania-Gr.  theophdneia, 
-phdnia EPIPHANY. f. theds god + phan- 
appear; cf. dial. sense ‘fine sieve’. 


tiffin ti-fin in India, etc., a light midday 
meal. xvii. For tiffing, gerund of (sl. or 
dial.) £7f/f drink, sip (xv1i1; cf. ‘Tzffing, eating, 
or drinking out of meal time’, Grose, 1785), 
var. of synon. tift (xvii), rel. to tff liquor 
(xvii), sip or drink (xvu). 


tig tig touch, pat; touch in the game of 

tick or tig. xix. Hence tig sb. touch, pat 
XVIII; game in which players are chased 
and touched when caught xix. var. of 
TICK?, 


tizer targor large feline quadruped Felis 


tigris. xur. ME. tygre - (O)F. tigre = 
Pr, etc. tigre—- L. tigri-s (whence OE. 
pl tigras, -es)~ Gr. tigris. Cf. G., Sw., 


Da. tiger, Du. tijger. Hence tigress! tai-grés. 
XVII; after F. tzgresse. 


tight tait tdense xiv; of close construction 
so as to exclude air, etc. (cf. air-tight, water- 
tight); firmly fixed; taut; (dial. capable, 
vigorous XVI; (dial.) neat, trim XVII; close- 
fitting XviI1; (sl) close-fisted ; drunk xix. 
prob. alt. of thight (surviving dial. in thite, 
theat, impervious, dense, close), perh. orig. 
in ttonnet(h)ight (xiv) designating tonnage; 
~ ON. *pehir, péttr watertight, of close 
texture = OE, pit firm, solid (as in comps. 
magapiht, metepiht, MLG., MDu. dicht 
(whence G. dicht dense, close) :- *bipxtaz, 
f. *bipy- grow, repr. by OE. (ge)beon, OE. 
githihan, OHG. gidihan (G. gedeihen grow, 
thrive), Goth. (ga)beihan. As sb. pl. for tight 


breeches, trousers xix. (Marryat, Dickens). 
Hence ti-ghtEgN?. xvii. 
til til plant Sesamum indicum.  Xix. 


Hindi zil = Skr. tild. 


Tilbury tilbori TÀ. Sixpenny piece said 
to have been the fare from Gravesend to 
Tilbury Fort xvin; B. light two-wheeled 
carriage named from the inventor XIX. 


tilde ti-lde sign ~ placed over z in Spanish to 
indicate the palatalized sound. xix. — Sp. 
tilde, corr. to F. titre, It. titolo = L. titulu-s 
TITLE, TITTLE, 
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tile tail thin slab of burnt clay for roofing, 
paving, etc. OE. tigele (tigule), corr. to OS. 
tiegla (Du. tegel), OHG. ziagal, -ala (G. 
ziegel), ON. tigl - L. tégula, f. IE. *tég- 
cover; see THATCH. 


till’ til labour upon, cultivate. OE. tian 
strive after, attempt, obtain, treat, cure, 
(late) cultivate = OFris. tzlia get, cultivate, 
OS. tilian, tilon obtain (Du. telen produce, 
beget, raise, cultivate), OHG. zilén, zilén 
(G. zielen aim, strive), Goth. gatilon :~ 
Germ. *tiléjan, *iiléjan, f. *tilam aim, goal 
(see TILL”). Hence ti-IIAGE. xv. 


till? til prep. (Sc. and north.) to OE.; up 
to the time of xIv; conj. to the time that xm. 
OE. (Nhb.) éil, prep. with d. = OFris. til 
(with d.), ON, til (with g.) ; prob. from advb. 
use of Germ. sb. *tilam, repr. by OE. till 
fixed point, station, MLG. til, tel aim, 
point of time, OHG. zil (G. ziel end, limit, 
goal), ON. aldritili ‘end of life’, death, 
Goth. til opportunity ; hence prop. ‘with the 
limit or goal of’ (the place or time specified); 
for further relations see TILLI. In ME. (and 
later) use due to adoption of the ON. word. 


till’ til Tsmall box, etc. contained within a 
larger one Xv; box or drawer for holding 
cash in a shop xvii. Of unkn. origin. QF. 
tille, which corr. in form but is not recorded 
before xvii, is derived by some from the 
Eng. word; if, however, its source is ON. 
pilja plank, DEAL, it must be much earlier 
and could possibly be the source of the 
Eng. word. 


tiller ti-lar beam or stock of a crossbow xv; 
bar or beam attached to the rudder-head 
XVII. Late ME. tiler, telor - AN. telier 
weaver's beam :- medL. télàrium, f. L. tēla 
web (see TOIL?). 


tilt’ tilt Tthrow down or over; Tfall over 
XIV; move unsteadily up and down; cause 
to lean or slant xvi. Late ME. tite, tylte 
may repr. OE. *tyltan, later form of 
*tieltan :- *taltjan, f. *taltaz (OE. tealt 
unsteady, whence fealtian totter); but 
perh. of Scand. origin (cf. Norw. tylten 
unsteady, Sw. tulta totter). Hence tilt sb. 
inclination. XVI. 


tilt? tilt covering of coarse cloth, esp. awn- 
ing over a cart or boat xv; in Labrador, 
etc. fisherman’s or woodcutter’s hut XIX. 
var. of tild, teld (= (OH)G. zelt), perh. in- 
fluenced by TENT. 


tilt? tilt barrier separating combatants in 
an exercise in which the participants ride 
against each other with lances; the combat 
itself xvi. Of unkn. origin. 


tilth tilp tillage, husbandry ; tharvest OE.: 
tilled land xiv. Late OE. tzilþ, tilþe, f. 
tilian TILL! ; see -TH!. 


timar tima:1 in Turkey, fief held by mili- 
tary service. XVII. = Turk. = Pers. tīmār 
attendance, watching. 


TIMOCRACY 


timbal ti-mbeal (arch.) kettledrum. XVII. 
= F. timbale, alteration after cymbale cymbal 
of ttamballe — (with assim. to tambour drum) 
Sp. atabal — Arab. attabl drum (at- is AL-?). 
See ATABAL. 


timbale tēbal membrane resembling a 
drumhead in certain insects; dish of meat, 
etc. cooked in a crust, so called from its 
shape. xiX. F. (see prec.). 


timber tiz:mbox  Tbuilding, edifice; Tbuild- 

ing material, (later) wood for building; 
growing trees OE.; wooden object, spec. 
beam xiv. OE. tumber = OFris. timber, 
OS. tintbar, OHIG. zonbar (G. zimmer room), 
ON. timbr :- CGerm. *timram (cf. Goth. 
timrjan build, timrja — builder) :- IE. 
*demrom, f. *dém- *dóm- *di- build see 
DESPOT, DOME, TOFT. 


timbre tx:mbez, ti:mbaz, tébr quality of 

a musical or vocal sound. xrx. (O)F. timbre 
(orig.) timbrel, bell struck with a hammer, 
table-bell, (whence) sound or sonorous 
quality as of a bell :- Rom. *tinbano, 
- medGr. fímbanon, Gr. tümpanon TYM- 
PANUM. 








timbrel ti-mbral tambourine-like instru- 
ment of percussion. XVI (£imberal, Dunbar). 
perh. dim. of synon. ttimbre (x11) - OF. 
timbre ; see prec. and -EL?, 


time taim limited stretch of continued 
existence; period or point in the course of 
this OE.; indefinite continuous duration 
xiv. OE. tīma = ON. timi time, good time, 
prosperity :- Germ. *tfzmon, f. *ti- stretch, 
extend 4--mon-. The notion is also expressed 
in OE. and the other Germ. langs. (not 
Gothic) by another deriv. of the same base, 
viz. TIDE, which was superseded by time in 
the strictly temporal senses. Hence time 
vb. tbefall xr; fix, note, etc. the time of 
xiv. timely tai-mli well-timed, tearly. XII; 
modelled on timely adv., OE. timlidée (cf. 
ON. timaliga); see -Ly4, -Ly’®. timeous 
tarmos (chiefly Sc.) timely. xv. time- 
piece. XVIII ; the sense of PIECE is ‘specimen 
of handicraft, production’, as in mantel- 
piece, masterpiece. 


timenoguy tai-monógai: (naut.) rope fastened : 
at one end to the fore-rigging and at the 
other to the anchor-stock. xvir. prob. 
ult. based on (O)F. timon wagon-pole, tiller 
(:— L. témé(n-) beam, pole, rel. to OE. pixl 
pole, shaft, OS. thisla, OHG. dihsala, G. 
deichsel, ON. písl :- Germ. *begxslo) and 
GUY!. 

timid timid easily frightened. xvi (Sc.). 


— F. timide or L. timidus, f. timére fear; 
see -ID!, 


timocracy taimo:krosi polity with a pro- 

perty qualification for its ruling class xvi; 
polity in which love of honour is the domin- 
ant motive with the rulers xvi. —(O)F. 
timocratie - medL. — tzmocratia - Gr.  timo- 
kratía, f. time honour, value + -kratid 
-CRACY. 
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timorous timores feeling fear. xv. - 
(O)F. temoros, -eus (mod. timoreux) - medL. 
timorósus, f. L. timor fear, f. timere; see 
TIMID, -OUS. 


tin tin white highly malleable metal. OE. 

tin = OFris., (M)LG., (M)Du. ti», OHG. 
zin (G. zinn), ON. tin:- CGerm. (exc. 
Gothic) *tinam, of unkn. origin, perh. a 
pre-IE. word of western Europe. 





tinamou tinọomů XVIII. = F. tinamou = 


Galibi tinamu. 


tincal ti-nkol, tincar ti:nkoz crude borax. 
XVII. 
Urdu tankar, tincar. 


tincture ti:nktfaz tdye, pigment xiv; hue, 
colour (spec. in her.) xv; Timparted quality, 


tinge ; T(Alch.) supposed spiritual principle 


XVI; Tessential principle of a substance; 
solution of a medicinal principle xvii. = L. 


tinctūüra dyeing, f. tinct-, pp. stem of tingere 


dye, TINGE ; see -URE. 


tindal ti:ndol native petty officer of lascars; 
foreman of a gang. xvil. = Hind. tandel 
~ Malayalam tandal, Telugu tandelu. 


tinder tindor dry material that readily 


takes fire from a spark. OE. tynder, tyndre, 
corr. (with variation in suffix and gender) to 


(M)LG. tunder (Du. tonder), OHG. zuntara 


(G. zunder), ON. tundr, f. Germ. *tund- 
(whence also OHG. zunten kindle, Goth. 
tundnan be kindled), *tend- (whence MHG. 
zinden burn, glow), *tand-, whence OE. 
causative -tendan, dial. tind kindle, ignite, 
Goth. tandjan (:— *tandjan), OHG. zantaro 
glowing coal, ON. tandri fire, spark. 


tine tain sharp projecting point, spec. of an 
antler. OE. tind = MLG. tind, OHG. zint, 
ON. tindr, rel. to synon. MLG. tinne, 
OHG. zinna. @ For the loss of final d cf. 
GROIN, LAWN?, WOODBINE. 


tinea tinio ringworm. XVII. — L. tinea 
gnawing worm, moth, worm in the body. 


ting tig sound (a small bell, etc.) xV; emit 
a high singing note XVI. imit. Also Zzng- 
tang. 


tinge tin’; impart a slight change of colour 
to xv. = L. tingere dip in liquid, moisten. 
Cf. Gr. téngein moisten, wet. 


tingle ti-ngl be affected with a ringing or 
thrilling sensation. xIv (Wycl. Bible, Tre- 
visa). perh. modification of TINKLE by 
assoc. with RING’. 


tinker ti:nkoz mender of pots, kettles, etc. 
XIII ; (dial.) gipsy, itinerant trader, etc. XVI. 
perh. repr. OE. *tinecere, f£. *tinecian work 
in tin, f. Zin(n) TIN, with k-formative as in 
smearcian SMIRK; but the appearance of 
synon. (north.) tinkler atan earlier date (X11) 
is then difficult to account for. 


tinkle ti-nkl (of the ears) ring, tingle xIv 
(Wycl. Bible); give forth short sharp ring- 
ing sounds xiv. 





Malay tingkal — Skr. tankana, and 


TIP 


tinnitus tinartos (path.) ringing or singing 
in the ears, xix. —L. tinnitus, f. tinnire 
ring, tinkle, of imit. origin. 


tinsel ti:nsol tattrib. embellished with gold 
or silver thread; sb. fabric so embellished; 
thin plates, strips, etc. of shining metal used 
for ornament XVI; fig. showy but valueless 
stuff xvir. First in £msell(e) saten, prob. 
repr. AN. *satin estincelé (cf. tinselt saten. 
XVI), with loss of final -é as in COSTIVE; 
hence, by ellipsis, used sb. (O)F. estzncelé 
(in which the s had become mute in XIV), 
f. estincele (mod. étincelle spark), repr. popL. 
*stincilla, f£. L. SCINTILLA. 


tint tint (slight or delicate) hue. xvin 
(Pope). Alt. (perh. by assim. to It. tznto) of 
tinct (xviI Sh.). = L. tinctus dyeing, f. pp. 
stem of tingere dye, TINGE. Hence as vb. 
XVIII. ÀA painter's word. 


tintinnabulum tintinz-bjülom small tink- 
ling bell. xvi. ~L., f. tintinnáre (whence 
F. tinter), beside L. tintinnire, redupl. f. 
tinnire (see TINNITUS). Hence tintinna- 
bula‘TION. xix (Poe). 


tiny taini very small. xvi (late). In the 

earliest exx. always preceded by little; ex- 
tension with -y! of monosyllabic synon. 
+tine (xIv), of unkn. origin. 


-tion fon ME. -cio(u)n, repr. (O)F. -tion, 

earlier -cion, -ciun, repr. L. -tió(n-), comp. 
suffix f. -t- of a pp. stem ++ -2d(n-) -ION; 
orig. expressing the state or condition of 
being what the pp. imports, e.g. complétié 
COMPLETION, the condition of being com- 
plétus COMPLETE, thence transferred to the 
action or process involved, and so (like 
-ING!) acquiring a concr. or quasi-concr. 
notion, as in dictid DICTION, mátió birth, 
brood, NATION, orátió mode of speaking, 
speech, ORATION. So -tious fəs repr. L. 
-tiósus, forming adjs. rel. to sbs. in -tion, as 
ambition|ambitious, nutrition|nutritious. 


tip! tip fine or slender extremity xv; vb. 

(first in pp.) furnish with a tip xrv (tipped 
with horn, t. with |blak,\ Ch.) prob. earlier 
in colloq. use, the base being repr. in early 
XIV by {tipping pendant. — ON. typpi sb., 
typpa vb., typptr tipped, topped, edged, 
typpingr edging, f. Germ. *tupp- Top!: 
prob. reinforced by ~ (M)LG., (M)Du. 
tip apex, extremity = MHG. zipf, of 
which there is a deriv. (M)LG., (M)Du. 
tippel, Du. tepel, MHG., G. zipfel. 


tip? tip tap or touch lightly. xir. First in 


fig. use in AncrR. (uort pe nede tibbe, AN. 
version desque le besoing le touche until 
necessity touch him) and thereafter not till 
XVI; (hence prob.) orig. in rogues' cant, 
give, hand, pass XVII; give a gratuity to 
XVIII. perh. orig. identical with TIP}, as if 
‘touch the point of’, or ‘touch as with a 
point’; cf. LG., Du. tippen. Hence tip sb. 
gratuity XVIII; friendly hint (prob. f. phr. 
tip the wink give a private warning (xvI1)) 
xix, Hence ti psTER. XIX. 
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TIP 


tip® tip (dial.) overturn, be overturned xiv; 
incline, tilt; empty out by tilting XVII. 
orig. tife, in literary use till xvi and still 
dial., the distribution suggesting Scand. 
origin. If the orig. conjugation was tīpe, 
tipte, tipt (cf. képe, képte, képt), the pt. and 
pp. prob. affected the inf.; contact with 
TIP? prob. furthered the change. 


tipcat tipkæt game in which a ‘cat’ (short 
piece of wood tapered at both ends xvi!) is 
struck with a stick. f. TIP?--CAT XIX. 


tippet trpit (hist) long narrow piece of 
cloth as part of a dress XIV; garment covering 
the shoulders xv; (eccl.) clergyman’s scarf 
XVr. Of unkn. origin ; prob. - AN. deriv. of 
TIP! (see -ET). 


tippler tiplər fretailer of drink, tapster 
XIV; (from the vb.) habitual drinker xvi. 
Of unkn. origin; similar forms of cognate 
meaning are Norw. dial. tipla drip slowly, 
tippa drink in small quantities, but con- 
nexion with these cannot be established. 
Hence, presumably bv  back-formation, 
tipple vb. tretail drink xv ; drink habitually 
XVI. 


tipstaff tipstàf Tstaff with a tip carried by 
some officials; such an official, bailiff, etc. 
XVI. Alt. of tipt (tipped) staff; see TIP! 


tipsy ti-psi slightly drunk. xvi. f. TIP?---sv. 


tiptoe tiptou (pl) the tips of the toes. 
XIV (on his tiptoon, Ch.) ; phr. on t. xv; adv. 
xvi (Sh.). £. rie! TOE. 

tiptop ti-pto-p sb. highest point; adj. very 
highest. xvni. redupl. of Tort, prob. with 
assoc. of TIP?. 

tirade tairei:d volley of words; section of 
verse on a single theme. xix. ~F. tirade 
= It. ttvata volley, f. tirare — Pr., Sp. tirar 


s CRom. *tirdre draw, of unkn. origin; 
See -ADE. 
tire! taior ‘fail, give out; become ex- 


hausted ; exhaust, weary. OE. téorian, freq. 
in comps. atéorian, getéorian, of unkn. 
origin. There is no evidence for this word 
between late OE. and xiv, when and in xv 
(also in comp. fortyred) it is predominantly 
north. ; the development of vowel (tére to 
tire) is paralleled in briar, friar, quire. 
Hence ti'resomE!. xvi (Dunbar). 


tire? taioi Tget ready, equip; Tattire xiv ; 

dress (the hair or head) xvi. Aphetic of 
ATTIRE. Hence (arch.) tiring house XVI, 
-room XVII, dressing-room of a theatre. 


tire? see TYRE!. 


tirl t31] (dial.) turn, twirl; (in ballad poetry, 
and as revived by Scott) t. at the pin rattle 
the latch of a door. xvi. Metathetic form of 
trill (xiv, Ch.) twirl, spin, prob. of Scand. 
origin (cf. Sw. trilla, Da. trille). 


tiro, tyro taiorou beginner, novice. XVII. 
In earliest use pl. tyrones (with occas. sg. 
ttyron) = L. tiro, pl. tirónés, in medL. also 
tyró, -ónés, young soldier, recruit, beginner. 


TITILLATE 


Tironian tairou:xnion T. notes system of 
shorthand said to have been introduced by 
Tiro, the freedman of Cicero. xix. -L. 
Tirénianus, in nota, T'iróniána ; see -IAN. 


tissue tifu (arch.) rich cloth, esp. inter- 
woven with gold or silver; tband of rich 
stuff xiv (Ch.); woven fabric xv1; (fig.) 
fabric, network XVIII; animal or vegetable 
substance xIx. = OF. tissu, sb. use of pp. of 
tistre 1 L. texere weave ; see TEXTURE. 


tit? tit (dial. and vulgar) TEAT. OE. tit, corr. 

to (MLG. titte, Du. tit, (M)HG. zitze 
(from Germ. comes the Rom. form in It. 
zizza, Pr., Sp. teta, F. tette). Also (dial.) 
tittv? titi. XVIII. 


tit? tit (dial) small horse, (later) nag; 
(dial. girl, young woman xvi; short for 
titmouse XVIII. Occurs much earlier in 
comps. TITMOUSE (xIv) and titling tsmall 
kind of stockfish (xiv), (dial.) hedge-spar- 
row, titlark, titmouse (xvi), prob. of Scand. 
origin (cf. Icel. t2tlingr sparrow, Norw. dial. 
titling, small size of dried stockfish). 


tit? in phr. zt for tat, blow in return for 
another, retaliation (cf. synon. ttip for tap). 
XVI. var. of tat. 


Titan taiton the sun-god xv (Lydg.); (pl.) 
family of giants, born of Uranus and Gea, 
(sg.) ancestor of these xvir (Milton); (gen.) 
giant XIX (Scott). — L. Titan, -àn-, elder 
brother of Kronos — Gr. Titdn, pl. Titdnes; 
so F., Sp., G. Titan, etc. Hence Titanran 
taitei-nion, Titanic taitz-nik. xvii; after 
L. and Gr. 


titanium taiteiz:njiom (chem.) metallic ele- 
ment in group IV of the periodic system. 
xvii. Named by Klaproth 1795; f. Gr. 
Titan TITAN, after uranium, also named by 
him; see -IUM. 


titbit ti-tbi-t delicate or toothsome morsel 
XVII; interesting item xvii. Earliest form 
tyd bit, i.e. tid, dial. word equiv. to nice, and 
glossed in xvi1 by ‘wanton’, and in xvii by 
‘nice, delicate’ (Bailey) and ‘tender, soft, 
nice’ (J.) and poss. repr. by obscure stages 
OE. tidre, tiddre weak, frail, infirm = 
OF ris. teddre; the second el. is BIT?. 


tithe taiS adj. (arch.) tenth OE.; sb. tenth 
part of annual produce paid to the Church 
XII; tenth part xvi. OE. téopa, contr. of 
teogopa, ME. t13(e)pe, tibe; see TENTH. 
Hence tithe vb. OE. téopitan, teogopian 
grant a tithe of. So ti-thinc! church tithe; 
company orig. of ten householders in the 
system of frankpledge. OE. Anglian 
tige ping; WS. téopung. 

Titian tifiən picture by Titian, angliciza- 
tion of Tiziano Vecellio, Venetian painter 


(diéd 1576), who favoured a ‘red’ colour for 
the hair. xix. 


titillate titileit tickle. XVII. f. pp. stem of 
L. titilldre, prob. rel. to titta TEAT. So 
titilla‘TION (pleasurable) excitation. xv; 
tickling xvir. = (O)F. or L. Q Variants in 
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TITIVATE 


titul- have been current, as in medL. and 
OF. 


titivate titiveit make smart, touch up. 
XIX. Earlier tid(d)ivate, perh. f. TIpy after 
cultivate. 


title tait] Tinscription or legend; ground 
of right or claim xir (Cursor M.); descrip- 
tive appellation; (eccl.) certificate of pre- 
sentation to a benefice, etc. xiv; legal right 
to possession XV. — OF. title (mod. titre) = 
Pr. tiltre, Sp. tilde, It. titolo-L. titulus 
placard, inscription, title. Cf. TILDE, 
TITTLE, TITULAR. 


titmouse titmaus small bird of the genus 
Parus. xiv. ME. £itmóse, f. Ti 1? 4- móse, OE. 
mdse = MLG., MDu. mése (Du. mees), 
OHQG. meisa (G. meise) :- WGerm. maisón 
(ON. has a deriv. form meisingr). In xvi, 
when mose had been long obs. as an inde- 
pendent word and had become stressless in 
titmose, assoc. with MOUSE produced fit- 
mouse, with pl. titmice. 


titrate ti-treit (chem.) ascertain the 
amount of a constituent in, by volumetric 
analysis. XIX. f. F. titrer, f. titre TITLE, quali- 
fication, fineness of gold or silver, (chem.) 
proportioning of the fixed quantity of a re- 
agent used in analysis; see -ATE?. 


titter titor laugh in a suppressed manner. 
XVII. imit. 


tittle titl point or dot over or under a letter 
x1v (Wycl. Bible); smallest part or amount 
XV; to a t. (cf. G. bis aufs tüttelchen) with 
minute exactness XVII; cf. T. Late ME. zitel, 
-il — L. titulus TITLE, in medieval sense of 
‘little stroke’, ‘accent’. 


tittle-tattle ti-tlte:tl idle talk or chatter. 
XVI (Skelton). redupl. formation on TATTLE 
or combination of this with (dial) tittle 
(xiv) Cf. LG. tZtel-tateln, and prittle- 
prattle xvi. 

tittymeg titimeg whitefish (Coregonus) of 
N. Amer. lakes. xvin. Algonquin (Ojib- 
way atikameg, Menominee attaikummeeg, 
Chippeway adikumaig). 


titubate titjubeit stagger, totter. XVI. 
f. pp. stem of L. titubãre, expressive 
redupl. formation ; see -ATE?. 


titular titjülor pert. to, serving as, or 
existing only in title. XVIII. = F. titulaire 
or modL. titulàáris, f. titulus YYTLE ; see -AR. 
tizzy tizi (sl) sixpenny piece. xix. Of 
unkn. origin. 

tmesis tmrsis (gram.) separation of the 
elements of a word by interposing another. 
XVI. — Gr. tmésis cutting, f. *zm- *tem- 
*tom- cut (see TOME). 


T.N.T. tientrr initial of the els. of triuitro- 
toluene, -toluol. 


to tu, ta, (str.) ti prep. expressing motion 
or direction towards an object, addition, or 
the notion of the dative; with inf. meaning 
‘for the purpose or with the object of? 


TOBY 


(doing something), e.g. t6 dénne, to wyré- 
enne (later wyréanne), hence serving with- 
out meaning as a sign of the inf.; adv. (with 
full stress) surviving as in to and fro, shut to, 
and the like, and in Too. OE. #6 adv. and 
prep. (mainly with dat.) = OFris., OS. té 
(Du. toe adv.), OHG. 26, zuo, (G. zu) 
:— WGerm. *£ó (essentially adv.), alongside 
OE. (ME.) £e — OFris., OS. te, ti (Du. te), 
OHG. ze, zi, za :- WGerm. *ía prep. 
(ON. has til TILL’; Gothic du), perh. a 
proclitic form of *#6. The IE. base *dé, 
dé is repr. also by L. en|do in|du (poet.) in, 
in|di- within (cf. INDIGENOUS), dé|nec until, 
Gr. ofkonlde homewards, Balto-Sl. da, do 
to, till. See also TODAY, TOMORROW, 
TO-NIGHT, and cf. dial. to-year, this year, 
OE. nà to geare. 


toad toud tailless amphibian of the genus 
Bufo. OE. täda, tādde (in g. sg. in place- 
names), shortening of tddige, tddie, early 
ME. also tadde (x11); cf. TADPOLE; of unkn, 
origin and unusual formation. comp. 
toa:dsrooL mushroom (xv tode stole), earlier 
tad(e) stole (x1v). 


toady tou-di servile parasite. xix. Based on 
toad-eater toudi:ter charlatan’s attendant 
who ate toads (held to be poisonous) xvi, 
fawning flatterer, humble friend or de- 
pendant xvii; see -Y9?, Hence vb. xix. 


toast! toust parch xiv (Trevisa); brown 
(bread, etc.) by exposure to heat xiv. 
— OF. toster roast, grill, corr. to Sp. tostar, 
It. tostare :- Rom. *tostüre, f. tost-, pp. 
stem of L. torrére parch (cf. TORRENT, 
TORRID). Hence sb. toasted bread. xv. 


toast? toust orig. favourite lady whose 
health is drunk to. xvrr. Said to have been 
so named as being supposed to flavour the 
bumper like a spiced toast (roast?!) in drink. 


tobacco təbæ'kou (leaves of) species of 
Nicotiana, forming a substance used for 
smoking in a pipe, for chewing, as snuff, etc. 
XVI. alt. of earlier tabac(c)o (1577) —Sp., 
Pg. tabaco, acc. to Oviedo (1535) Carib name 
applied to the pipe in which the herb was 
smoked, but this is disputed, Las Casas 
(1552) stating that it denoted a roll of the 
leaves smoked like a cigar. Cf. F. tabac, 
Du., G., Russ. tabak, Da., Sw. tobak; the 
relation to the name of the island Tobago is 
doubtful. Hence tobacconisT tobz:kanist 
ttobacco-smoker xvi (Jonson); seller of 
tobacco xvir. The inserted n is euphonic. 


Tobin tou:bin T. bronze, alloy invented by 
J. A. Tobin, of the U.S. navy. XIX. 


toboggan təbə'gən light sledge or similar 
vehicle used for transport over snow. XIX. 
With many vars. c.1830—1870 = Canadian 
F. tabaganne — Algonquian word of which 
closely similar vars. are Micmac tobdkun, 
Abnaki udabdgan. 


toby tou'bi (thieves! sl) the highway; 
(transf.) highway robbery. xix. Supposed 
to be alt. of Shelta tobar road, 
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TOBY 


TOILET 





Toby toubi familiar form of the name 
Tobias used as the name of (1) a jug or mug 
in the form of a stout old man with a three- 
cornered hat, (2) a trained dog in the 
Punch-and-Judy show. xix (Dickens). 


toccata tokà-to (mus.) piece for keyboard 
instruments intended to exhibit touch and 
technique. xviii. It., sb. use of fem, pp. of 
toccare TOUCH. 


Toc H tok eitf, signaller's name for THH, 
denoting Talbot H., name of a society of 
comradeship from the war of 1914-18 
formed in memory of Gilbert Talbot. 


Tocharian, Tokh- toka-rion, -ca-rien (pert. 
to) an extinct Indo-European language of 
which remains have been discovered in 
Turkestan. xx. —- F. tocharien, f. Gr. To- 
khároi (Strabo) nomad Chinese tribes identi- 
fied with the Yuechi. So Tocha-rish, 
after G. tocharisch ; see -1AN, -18Ht. 


tocher to-yor (Sc. and n. dial) dowry. xv 
(toquhyr). — Ir., OGaelic tochar (modGael. 
tochradh) assigned portion, f. (Olr.) to- 
chuirim I put to, assign, f. cuirim I put. 

toco, toko tou:kou (sl) chastisement. XIX. 
— Hind. thõkö, imper. of thoknā censure, 
blame. 


tocsin tə'ksin alarm signal given by a bell. 
XVI (tocksaine). — F. tocsin, OF. touquesain, 
toquassen — Pr. tocasenh, f. tocar strike 
TOUCH -+ senh bell (SIGN). 


tod! tod (dial) fox. xir. north. word of 
unkn. origin. 


tod? tod weight used for wool xv; bushy 
mass (esp. of ivy) xvr. prob. of LDu. origin 
(cf. LG. todde bundle, pack); cf. ON. toddi 
bit, piece, OHG. zot(t)a, zata, MHG. zotte 
tuft of wool. See TED. 


today tədei' on this very day OE. ; in these 
days xır (Cursor M.); sb. this day xvi; 
this present time XIX. OE. tódzg, f. tó ro-+ 
dag DAY. Cf. TO-NIGHT. 


toddle to:dl Ttoy with; walk with short 
unsteady steps. xvi. Of unkn. origin. 


toddy to:di sap obtained from species of 
palm xvir; beverage made with whisky and 
hot water and sugar XVIII. Earlier also 
tarrie, terry. — Hind. tàri, f. tür palm tree 
:- Skr. tála palmyra. 


to-do todü- activity, business, bustle, fuss. 
XVII. Evolved from such phr. as with much 
or more to do, in which much and more were 
orig. sbs. but were later apprehended as 
adjs. with to-do as a sb. on the model of Apo. 


toe tou each of the digits of the foot. OE. 
ta (OMerc. tàhz), pl. tàn (ME. to, pl. 
to(o)n, to(o)5 ) - MLG. te, (M)Du. tee, 
OHG. zéha (G. zeh, zehe), ON. tá (pl. tær) 
s= CGerm. (exc. Goth.) *taix(w)dn, of 
unkn. origin. Hence vb. 


toff tof (sl) stylish or smart person. XIX. 
The occas. var. toft may point to an 
alt. of TUFT as applied to noblemen and 


gentlemen-commoners at the university of 


Oxford, 


toffee to-fi sweetmeat made from sugar or 
treacle. xIX. alt. of earlier north. taffy; 
vars. tuffy, toughy show assoc. with TOUGH; 
of unkn. origin. 


toft toft site ofa house. Late OE. toft =- ON. 
topt, beside tomt :- *tumft-, with which 
cf. Gr. dápedon (:- *dmpedom) level sur- 
face, building site. 


tog tog (sl) fouter coat xviir; (pl.) clothes 
XIX. prob. shortening of cant tog(e)mans 
cloak, loose coat (xvi-—xvir), f. F. toge or L. 
toga (see next) + -man(s), as in darkman(s) 
night, etc. 


toga tou'gə (antiq.) outer garment of a 
Roman citizen. xvi. = L., rel. to tegere 
cover (cf. DETECT, PROTECT). Hence 
togarD? tou'gəd x1x; earlier ttoged (Sh.). 
Based on L. togdtus, whence to-gate xix, 
to:gated xvir. 


together toge- joi into one company OE.; 
in one company or body xriit, ME. togedere 
(east midl. in earliest use togeddre, Orm, 
to gider, -iddre xiu), repl. togadere, OE. 
tógedere — OFris. togadera, -ere, MDu. 
tegadere (Du. -er); LDu. formation on 
*t6 TO+ *gad-, as in OE. ged fellowship, 
gegada associate, Du. gade, MDu. ghegade, 
comrade, GATHER. Cf. ALTOGETHER. Q For 
à from d cf. father. 


toggle to:gl (orig., naut.) device, e.g. a pin, 
to hold a thing in place. xvir. Of unkn. 
origin. 


tohu-bohu tou-hjibou-hja utter confusion, 
chaos. xix. -— EF. tohu-bohu (Voltaire) - 
Heb. zhohü wabhohü emptiness and desola- 
tion (Gen. i 2), earlier repr. by Ttohu and 
bohu, Ttohucvabohu. 


toil: toil fverbal dispute, strife, turmoil 
XII; (from the vb.) severe labour xvi. 
— AN. toil — OF. tooil, touil, tueil bloody 
mélée, trouble, confusion, f. tooillier (see 
below). So toil vb. fcontend in a lawsuit, 
dispute; labour arduously xiv. —- AN. toiler 
dispute, wrangle = OF. tootllier (mod. 
touiller mix, stir up) :-L. tudiculdre stir 
about, f. tudicula machine for bruising 
olives, f. *tud-, base of tundere beat, crush 
(cf. CONTUSION, OBTUSE). 


toil? toil (sg. and pl) net(s) set to enclose 
game. XVI. = OF. toile, teile (mod. toile 
cloth, linen, web) = Pr., Sp. tela :~ L. tela 
- *texl@, f. *tex- weave (see TEXTILE), 
which some have related to Gr. téktdn (cf. 
ARCHITECT) and tékhné (cf. TECHNICAL), 


toilet toilit cloth wrapper xvi; cloth 
cover for a dressing table, furniture of this, 
the table itself; dressing xvi; (lady’s) dress 
XIX. — F. toilette, dim. of toile TOIL?; see 
-ET. @ An OF. var. tellette, teilete, is repr. 
by tillet (xv). 
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TOISE 


-TOME 


RAPI eee i Ng m aa c eM e DE DM Lift T Ed 
toise toiz French lineal measure of 6 


(French) feet. xvi. —(O)F. toise, teise — 
It. tesa :- Rom. *£esa, for tensa, sb. use 
(sc. bracchia arms) of n.pp. (taken as fem.) 
of L. zendere stretch, TEND?. 


tokay tokei? rich sweet wine made near 
Tokay (Tokaj) in Hungary. xvin (Swift). 
—F. vin de Tokay, G. Tokayerwein, tr. 
Magyar tokajibor (bor wine). 


token tou:kn sign, symbol, signal OE.; 
stamped piece of metal xvi; quantity of 
press work xvit (Moxon). OE. tdc(e)n = 
OFris. ték(e)n, OS. técan, OHG. zethhan 
(Du. teeken, G. zeichen), ON. tetkn = 
Germ. *taiknam (not in Goth., which has 
taikns i- *taikniz), rel. to *taikjan show, 
TEACH. So token vb. OE. tdcnian = MLG. 
tékenen, OHG. zeihhanen, -ón (G. zeich- 
nen), Goth. taiknjan ; cf. BETOKEN. 


toko see TOCO. 


tolbooth toul-, tolbuó, -büp tcustom- 
house XiV; town hall, guildhall; town 
prison (orig. cells under the town hall) xv. 
f. ToLL!+BooTH stall or shed of a tax- 
collector. Cf, G. zollbude, Da. toldbod. 


tolderol toldorol jovial refrain of a song. 
XVIII. Cf. FALDERAL. 


toledo tólidou (arch.) T. (blade, sword), 
one made at Toledo in Spain, long famous 
for finely tempered swordblades. xvi 
(Jonson). 


tolerable to-lorabl bearable, endurable xv; 
allowable ; passable, moderate xvi. — (O)F. 
tolérable—L.. tolerdbilis, f. tolerdre bear, 
endure; see -ABLE. So to:lerANCE Tendur- 
ance XV; disposition to be indulgent. xvIII. 
~(O)F. tolérance -— L. tolerantia. to-lerant 
disposed to tolerate. XVIl. — F. tolérant, prp. 
of tolérer. to-leraTE® tendure; allow to 
exist XVI. — pp. stem of L. toleráre. toler- 
A'TION Tendurance; fpermission; forbear- 
ance XVI; allowance of the exercise of 
religion xvii. - F.—- L. The use of tolerance, 
-ant, -ate, -ation acquired a special vogue 
from xvii with the rise of the idea of 
religious toleration and the passing of the 
Act of Toleration 1689. The base is that of 
L. tollere raise (cf. EXTOL) having cogns. in 
pp. Játus (for *tldtus) carried, Gr. étldn, 
étlén I bore. 


toll! toul payment for a privilege OE.; 
charge for a right of passage xv. OE. toll 
= OHG. zol (G. zol), ON. tollr m., 
with by-forms OE. tolz (}tolne x1I-xv), 
OFris. tol(e)ne, OS. tolna fem. = medL. 
toloneum, alt. of late L. teléneum = Gr. 
telénion toll-house, f. telénés collector of 
taxes, f. télos toll, tax. 


toll? toul (of a bell or the ringer) give forth 
a sound from a bell repeated at regular 
intervals. xv. perh. spec. use of fol] pull, 
usu. fig. entice, OE. *tollian, rel. to for|tyllan 
seduce, 


tolu toulju, touljà: epithet of a balsam 
obtained from the tolu tree, Myrospermum 
toluiferum. XVII. Name of a town in 
Colombia, S. America. Hence toluol 
tou'ljuol (chem.) earlier term for to:luENE, 
obtained by Deville 1841 from tolu balsam. 
(Cf. T.N.T.) 


Tom tom familiar abbrev. of THomas, used 
(i) as the name of certain large bells (xvi), 
and long guns (xix, Long Tom); (ii) im 
designations originating in quasi-proper 
names as tom-rooL thalf-witted man 
(xvi); buffoon (xvii); stupid person (XVIII), 
hence tomfoo'lERY (XIX); tom-NO-DDY 
puffin (xvitt), foolish person (xrx); (iti) as 
the colloq. designation of a male cat, 
originating in ‘The Life and Adventures of 
a Cat’ (1760) in which the hero, a male cat, is 
called Tom the Cat; superseding earlier 
Gib (Gilbert); hence dim. Tommy? to:mi 
spec. short for Tommy Atkins familiar form 
of Thomas Atkins, name of a typical private 
soldier in the British army arising out of its 
use in specimen forms of description in 
official regulations from 1815. Also tom- 
BOY to:nboi Tbold boy or woman; wild 
romping girl xvr; tomrTIT to:mtrt TIT- 
MOUSE (xvii, Steele, Addison); applied to 
a diminutive object: hence in Tom Thumb 
(xvi) dwarf or pygmy of popular story and 
in allusive uses. 


tomahawk to:mohok N. Amer. Indian's 
axe. XVII. = Renape tåäåmähāk (in Capt. J. 
Smith tomahack), shortening of tåmähākan 
cutting instrument, f. tämähäken he uses for 
cutting, f. tämäham he cuts. 


toman toma'n 10,000; Persian coin worth 
10,000 dinars. xvi. -— Pers. tümàán, tuman, 
tuman. 


tomato tomátou fruit of Solanum Lyco- 
persicum or Lycopersicum esculentum, 
xvii. Earlier tomate — F. tomate or Sp., Pg. 
tomate — Mex. tomatl; tomato, tomata, and 
tomatum were pseudo-Sp. and L. modifica- 
tions (XVIII). 


tomb tim place of burial, sepulchral 
monument. xr. ME. towmbe, tumbe - AN. 
tumbe, (O)F. tombe = Sp. tumba, It. tomba 
:-late L. tumba (Prudentius) - Gr. titmbos 
mound, tomb. 


tombac to-mbek E. Indian alloy of copper 

and zinc. XVII. =F. tombac, with early 
vars. from Sp. tumbaga, Pg. tambaca ~ 
Malay tambaga copper. 


tombola tə'mbölə kind of lottery re- 
sembling lotto. XIX. = F. tombola or Ít. tom- 
bola, f. tombolare turn a somersault, tumble. 


tomboy see Tom. 


tome toum fvolume of a literary work; 
(large or heavy) book xvi. = F. tome ~- L. 


tomus —- Gr. tómos slice, piece, roll of 
papyrus, volume (cf. -TOMY). 
-tome! toum terminal el. (— F. -tome), 


repr, Gr. -iómon, n. of -tómos -cutting, 
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-TOME 


forming names of surgical instruments used 
in separations expressed by the corr. words 
in -TOMY, as lithotome. 


-tome? (toum) terminal el. repr. Gr. tomé. 
Cutting, section, segment, as myotome. 


tomentose toume-ntous closely covered 
with down. xvi. - modL. fómentoósus, f. 
L. tomentum stuffing for cushions; see 
-OSE!. 

Tommy təmi familiar form of ToM; see 
-Y9. Soldier's name for brown bread, work- 
man’s name for food XVIII; simpleton, 
tom-noddy xrx. See also under Tom. 


tomorrow tomo:rou adv. for or on the day 
after today x111; sb. the day after this day, 
the morrow xiv. ME. to mor(e)we, earlier 
to morwen (mod. dial. to morn), OE. to 
morgenne, i.e. d. of morgen MORN, MORROW. 


tompion to-mpien watch made by Thomas 
Tompion (1639-1713), known as the father 
of English watchmaking. xvii (Pope, 
Swift). 

tom-tom tomtom native E. Indian drum. 
XVII. — Hind. tam tam (so F.); ef. Sinhalese 
tamatiama, Malay tong tong. 


«tomy tomi terminal el. repr. Gr. -tomía, 
often through L. -tomia, F. -tomie, forming 
abstract sbs. from adjs. in -tómos cutting, 
f. *tom- *tem- *tm- cut (cf. TOME, TMESIS). 


ton! tan unit used in measuring the carry- 
ing capacity of a ship, orig. space occupied 
by a tun of wine XIV; measure of capacity 
for solid commodities ; 20 cwt. xv. Identical 
in origin with TUN, of which it is a differen- 
tiated var. established in these senses since 
late xvit.. Cf. TONNAGE. 


ton? t5 the vogue, the mode. xvrrr. — F. ton 
:- L. tonu-s TONE. 


-ton ton terminal el. of many town names, 
repr. unstressed development of OE. tn 
TOWN, and consequently in many surnames, 
e.g. Longton, Somerton, whence extended 
to form designations of persons and things, 
as simpleton, singleton. 


tondo to:xndou circular painting. XIX. - It. 
tondo round, circle, aphetic of rotondo 
ROUND. 


tone toun musical sound or note (with 
various applications) xiv; larger interval 
between notes in the diatonic scale (cf. 
SEMITONE) ; pitch, modulation of voice, etc. ; 
degree of tension; style of thought, etc. 
prevailing state of conduct, etc. XVII; 
any of the nine plainsong tones; word or 
syllable accent; quality of colour Xix. repr. 
various adoptions of (O)F. ton (= Pr., Sp. 
ton, Pg. tom, it. tuono) or its source L. 
tonus tension, sound, tone - Gr. tónos (f. 
*ton- *ten- *tn-; cf. TEND?) with the same 
senses, the application to musical notes 
being perh. partly due to assoc. with base 
of L. tonáüre THUNDER. So tonaL! tou:nol 
pert. to tone or tones. XVIII. ~ medL. 
tonalis ; in mod. use after F. toma’LITy. XIX. 





TONSURE 





tonga’ to:ngo two-wheeled vehicle used in 
India. xix. — Hindi tangd. 

tonga? to:ngo drug extracted from a 
Fijian plant. xix. Said to be an arbitrary 
invention. 


tongs toyz two-limbed gripping implement. 
OE. tang and tange (pl. tangan), corr. to 
OFris. tange, OS. tanga, OHG. zanga (Du. 
tang, G. zange), ON. tong (i= *tanguz) i= 
CGerm. (not in Goth.) *tang- + IE. *dank- 
bite, repr. also by Gr. ddkos biting animal, 
ddknein bite, Skr. ddgati bites, ddmga- 
biting. Cf. OHG. zangar, MLG., MDu. 
tang(h)er biting, ON. tangi point of land. 
Cf. TANG!, 

tongue tar muscular organ in the mouth 
used in tasting and speaking; speech, 
language OE.; tongue-like object xiv. 
OE. tunge = OF ris. tunge, OS. tunga, 
OHG. gunga (Du. tong, G. zunge), ON. 
tunga, Goth. tugg6 :- CGerm. *iuygon, rel. 
to L. lingua — *dingua. 

tonic to:nik pert. to tension XVII; increasing 
or restoring the tone of the body; (mus.) 
pert. to the keynote xvii (tonic solfa, 
introduced by John Curwen 1852); pert. to 
tone in speech XIX ; sb. tonic medicine XVIII; 
keynote xix. — F. tonique or modL. tonicus 
— Gr. tonikós, f. tónos TONE. 


to-night tonait on the night following this 
day OE.; on this present night xii (Cur- 
sor M.); }(dial.) last night x111 (a3.); sb. this 
night, the night following this day xir 
(Cursor M.). Cf. ropay. OE. témihi, f. tō 
TO-+niht NIGHT. Cf. dial. to-year this year; 
in OE. nà to géare. 

tonite tou-nait high explosive, cotton 
powder. Xxix. f. L. tondre THUNDER; see 
-ITE. 

tonka to:nko 1. bean, seed of Dipterix 
odorata. xvii. — Negro name in Guiana. 


tonnage ta4nid3 duty levied on wine im- 
ported in tuns xv; Tcharge for the hire of 
a ship at so much per ton of her burden 
XVI; charge per ton of freight; shipping in 
relation to carrying capacity XVII; carrying 
capacity of a ship expressed in tons of 
100 cubic feet xvi. ~ OF. tonnage, AL. 
tonnagium (XIIL), f. tonne TUN; later assoc. 
directly with TON! ; see -AGE. 

tonneau to:nou rear body of a motor car. 
XX. — F., spec. application of tonneau cask 
(OF. zonnel), dim. of tonne TUN. 


tonsil tonsil (usu. pl.) gland at either side 
of the back of thè mouth. xvir (Holland). 
— F. tonsilles (Paré) or L. tonsillze pl. 


tonsorial toənsõ'riəl pert. to a barber. XIX. 
f. L. tonsõrius, f. tonsor barber, f. tons- ; see 
next and -1AL. 


tonsure to:xn[or shaving of the head. xiv 
(Trevisa). —(O)F. tonsure or L. tonsūra, 
f. pp. of tondére (tons-) shear, clip, f. *tond- 
*tend- (cf. Gr. téndein gnaw), f. *tem- cut 
(Gr. témnein) *tom- (cf. TOME, -TOMY): 
see -URE. 
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TONTINE 

tontine tontin a financial system. XVIII. 
- F. tontine, f. name of Lorenzo Tonti, 
Neapolitan banker who initiated the scheme 
in France c.1653. 


too tū in addition, besides, moreover; 
Texceedingly; in excess, excessively. str. 
form of TO adv., so sp. since XVI. 


tool tül 'any instrument of manual opera- 
tion’ (J.). OE. tól — ON. tól (n. pl) :- 
Germ, *téwlam, f. *tow- *taw-, whence 
OE. tawian prepare, OS. tógean make, 
MLG., MDu. touwen (Du. touwen curry), 
OHG. gouwen, ON. (Runic) tawido made, 
Goth. taujan make; see -EL!, TAW!. 


toot tit soundahorn. xvi. prob. = (M)LG. 
tüten, unless a parallel imit. formation. 
Hence too-tle. xix; see -LE’. 


tooth tip pl. teeth tip OE. :op, pl. 
tēþ = OF ris. téth, pl. téth, OS. (Du.) tand, 
OHG. zan, pl. zeni (G. zahn, zadhne), also 
zand, pl. zxendi, ON. tonn, pl. tenn :- Germ. 
*tanbuz, beside Goth. tunpus; CIE. *dont- 
*dent- *dnt- is repr. by Skr. dán, acc. 
dántam, Gr. odón, odónt-, /Eolic édont-, L. 
déns, dent-, OIr. dét, W. dant, Lith. dantis; 
prp. formation on *ed- EAT, the literal 
meaning being therefore ‘the eater or 
chewer’, Cf. TusK. 


tootsy tu-tsi (colloq.) child's or woman's 
small foot. xix (Thackeray). Playful alt. 
of FoOT - -SY. 


top! top (dial) tuft (of hair; etc.), crest; 
highest point or part OE. ; upper part or 
covering (platform at head of mast xv 
(Ttop-castle xiv-xvi), uppermost part of a 
high boot xvi); first or foremost part xv. 
Late OE. topp = OF ris. topp tuft, (M)Du. 
top crest, summit, tip, (O)HG. zopf plait, 
tress, ON. toppr top, tuft :~ CGerm. (exc. 
Gothic) *toppaz, whence OF. top, toup, 
(whence F. toupet, cf. TOUPEE), the source of 
Sp., Pg. tope, Pg. topo. Hence top vb. de- 
prive of the top XIV; put a top on; overtop 
XVI. to: pprn! exceptionally good person or 
thing xvin; top-hat, tall hat xix. comp. 
topGA'LLANT top at head of topmast (xv), 
so called as having a superior position and 
making a brave show ; also attrib. in £. sail, 
yard. top SAW'YER sawyer who works the 
upper handle of a pit saw; also fig. xix. 


top? top circular toy having a point on which 
it is made to spin. Late OE. top (once); 
further evidence is not freq. until after 
1400; the origin is unkn. ; words similar in 
form and meaning in G. and F., but their 
relations are obscure; perh. the word is to 
be identified with prec. 


topaz tou-pzez precious stone. xu. ME. 
topace — OF. topace, (also mod.) topaze = 
Pr. topazi, Sp. topacio, It. topazio = L. 
topazus, -azius, -ion ~ Gr. tépazos, -azion. 

tope! toup small species of shark. xvii 
(Ray). Of unkn. origin; perh. Cornish. 


tope? toup clump or plantation of trees. 
XVII. = Telugu tépu, T'amil tóppu. 


TOR 





tope? toup dome or tumulus to contain 
relics, ete. xix. — Hind. (Panjabi) tép :- 
Prakrit, Pali thipo :- Skr. stipa. 


tope* toup drink (heavily). xvir. perh. alt. 

of synon. ttop xvr (of unkn. origin) by 
assoc. with fztope (XVII) int. used as a 
pledging formula in drinking = F. tôpe. 


Indian name for the 


topee, topi 
sun helmet xix. 


European hat, 
= Hindi fopi hat. 


topi: 
esp. 


tophus tou-fas soft porous stone, esp. 
deposited by calcareous springs XVI; 
(path.) gouty deposit xvit. — L. tóphus, var. 
of tōfus; cf. TUFA, TUFF, 


topiary tou'piəri pert. to the trimming of 
shrubs into ornamental or fantastic shapes. 
XVI. — F. ftoptaire (Rabelais, 1548) -= L. 
topiarius, f. topia (sc. opera work) fancy or 
landscape gardening ~ Gr. tépia, pl. of 
tópion, dim. of tópos place (see TOPIC); see 
-ARY. Hence sb., clipping of trees into arti- 
ficial shapes. xx. 


topic to:pik Tadj. pert. to or of the nature 

of a COMMONPLACE; sb. (pl) name of 
Aristotle's treatise rà Tomu«d (lit. matters 
concerning commonplaces) xvi; fcon- 
sideration, argument, head xvir; subject of 
a discourse, matter, theme XVIII. = Gr. 
topikós, f. tópos place; through L. topica 
(n. pl.) as the title of Aristotle’s treatise ; see 
-Ic. So to-picaL local; tpert. to general 
maxims XVI; pert. to subjects or current 
affairs XIX. 


topo- to:pou, topo: comb. form of Gr. 
tópos place, locality. topo-GRAPHY descrip- 
tion of the features of a locality. xv. - late 
L. topographia - Gr. topographiad. Sotopo:= 
GRAPHER! xvii (Florio), -gra:phic xvii, 
-gra:phicAL xvi; cf. F. topographe, etc.; 
topo:nymyY?, place-names of a region XIX. 


topple to:pl (dial) tumble about; fall 
through being top-heavy. xvi. f. TOP vb.-+ 
-LE?, 


topsy-turvy topsitd-1vi with the top (or 
the higher) where the bottom (or the lower) 
should be. xvi (Roy, Palsgr). Earliest 
records have topsy tervy or tyrvy; but the 
somewhat later forms ftopset, topside, may 
point to the origin in pp. set or sb. side, but 
there is nothing certain known concerning 
either el.; for the second el. connexion with 
ttirve (turn) has been suggested, and an 
OE. *tierfan (= OHG. gzerben, MHG. 
zirben turn over) assumed as the base of 
OE. tearflian roll over, wallow; for the suffix 
see -y}, 


toque touk small cap or bonnet. xvi. — F. 
toque, corr. obscurely to It. tocca, tocco, Sp. 
toca, Pg. touca, of unkn. origin. 


tor toi high rock, pile of rocks (esp. in 

local names). OE. torr, of British origin 
(cf. OW. twrr bulge, belly, Gael. tórr 
bulging hill). 
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-TOR 





-tor L. terminal el. f. -t- of pps. 4- -on!, as 


in actor, inventor. Cf. -ATOR. 


Torah t5»ro Mosaic law, Pentateuch. XVI. 
= Heb. töräh direction, instruction, doc- 
trine, law, £. yáráh throw, (in Hiphil) show, 
direct, instruct. 

torch toitf light to be carried in the hand 
consisting of inflammable material. xin 
(S. Eng. Leg.). - (O)F. torche = Pr. torca, 
Cat. torca wisp of straw, Sp. tuerca screw, 
Pg. zocha torch :- Rom. *torca, for L. tor- 
gua (Varro), var. of torqués necklace, wreath, 
f. torquére twist (cf. TORMENT, etc.) ; the pri- 
mary meaning is taken to have been ‘some- 
thing twisted, as tow’. 

toreador toriodóo-r bull-fighter. xvii. ~ Sp. 
toreador, f. torear fight (bulls) in the ring, 
f. toro bull :- L. taurus bull. Q Torero is 
the word now in Sp. use. 


toreutic torü-tik pert. to working in metal 
or ivory. XIX. -— Gr. toreutikós, f. toreuein 
work in relief; see -1c. 


torii t5:ii decorative gateway of a Shinto 
temple. XIX. Jap., of disputed origin. 
torment t5:xment Ttorture with the rack, 
etc. (S. Eng. Leg); state of severe suffer- 
ing; Tviolent storm x11. OF. torment, (and 
mod.) tourment == Pr. tormen, Sp., It. 
tormento :i— L. tormentum (:— *torquemen- 
tum) engine for throwing missiles, cord, 
cable, instrument of torture, f. torguére 
twist. So torment toime:nt xim. —(O)F. 
tourmenter, f. torment sb.; cf. late L. tor- 
mentāre, torme'ntoR!. xII. -— OF. tor- 
mentëor. 


tormentil t5:1montil herb Potentilla Tor- 
mentilla (T. repens). xv. -—(O)F. tor- 
mentille - medL. tormentilla, of unkn. origin. 


tornado  tomerdou violent thunder- 
storm of the tropical Atlantic xvr; rotatory 
storm of Africa, etc. xvu. Earliest form 
ternado, later turnado, tournado, tornado; 
perh. orig. altered - Sp. tronada thunder- 
storm (f. tronar), later assim. to tornar TURN ; 
See -ADO. 


torpedo toiprdou flat fish of the genus 
Torpedo which emits electric discharges 
XVI ; case charged with gunpowder to explode 
under water, self-propelled submarine 
missile XIX. L. torpédo, f. torpére be stiff or 
numb (cf. next). 

torpid tó5-3pid benumbed, lacking anima- 
tion or vigour. XVII. — L. torpidus, f. torpére 
be sluggish; see -1iD!. So to:rponR?. xvitr. 


torque to:k necklace, twisted band. xix. 
= F. torque — L. torqués, f. torquére. 


torrefy tə'rifai roast. XVII. = F. torréfier 
- L. torrefacere, f. torrére; see next, -FY. 


torrent to:ront swift stream of water. XVII 
(Sh.). =F. torrent Ït. torrente= L. tor- 
rente-m, torrens, sb. use of prp. (scorching, 
(of streams) boiling, roaring, rushing) of tor- 
rëre scorch; see THIRST and -ENT. Hence 


TOSS 





torrentiAL tore:nfol. XIX; after F. torren- 
Hel. So to:rrip! scorched, scorching hot. 
XVi; t. zone (medL. torrida zona), region 
between the tropics. = F. torride or L, 
torridus. 

Torricellian tori'fe-lian, -se-lion applied to 
experiments and apparatus used in deter- 
mining atmospheric pressure. xvii. Torri- 
celli, It. physicist (1608-47), see -AN. 

torsion  to:ufon  Tgriping Xv; twisting, 
twist XVI. — (OJ)F. torsion - late L.. torsió(n-), 
by-form of tortið, f. tort-, torquere (cf. TORT). 


torso tó' sou trunk of the human body. 
XVIII. ~ It. torso stalk, stump, core, trunk 
of a statue (whence also F. t£orse):-L. 
thyrsu-s; sce THYRSUS. 


tort toit finjury, wrong XIV (rare before 
XVI); (leg.) breach of a duty xvi. - OF. 
tort — Pr. tort, Sp. tuerto, It. torto :- medL. 
tortum (1x), sb. use of n. of L. tortus, pp. of 
torquére twist, wring. @ Cf. the relation of 
wring and wrong. 

torticollis tdstiko-lis  (path.) wry-neck. 
Xix. — modL,., f. L. tortus -4- collum neck; 
see prec. and COLLAR. 


tortilla t5ati-lja in Mexico, thin round cake 
of maize flour (xvi, Dampier). =~ Sp. 
tortilla, dim. of torta round cake = (O)F. 
tourte, Pr., Sp., It. torta, Rum. turid := late 
L. (Vulgate) térta. 


tortoise datos reptile of the order 

Chelonia. xv. The earliest exx. show a 
variety of forms reflecting medL. tortüca, 
(O)F. tortue, and (occas.) Sp. tortuga; the 
present form (of obscure origin) appears in 
XVI. 


tortuous t5-1tjues full of twists or turns. 
xv (Lydg.). — OF. tortuous (mod. tortueux) 
~ L. tortuósus, f. tortus twisting, f. tort-, 
torquere ; see TORT, -UOUS. 


torture td-1tfoxr (infliction of) excruciating 
pain. xvi. — (OJF. torture or late L. tortüra 
twisting, writhing, torment, f. tori-; see 
prec., -URE. Hence vb. xvi (Sh.). 


torus ti:ras pl. tori -ai (archit.) large con- 
vex moulding xvi. =L. torus swelling, 
bolster, round moulding. Hence torula 
to:jüle. xix. modL. dim. (cf. -uLE). Cf. F. 
torule (m.). 


torve tooiv grim, fierce-looking. xvi. - L. 
torous. So to-rviD!, to‘rvous. XVII. 


Tory toori (hist) from c.1645 one of the 
dispossessed Irish who became outlaws, 
rapparee; in 1679-80 applied to anti- 
exclusioners ; from 1689, member of one of 
the two great political parties of Great 
Britain. Presumably -Ir. *iéraighe tō'rije 
pursuer, implied in tdéraigheachd pursuit, 
f. tóir pursue. 


tosh tof (sl) trash, rubbish, nonsense. 
XIX (late). Of unkn. origin. 


toss tds pt., pp. tossed, tost tdst throw or 
pitch about; in earliest use freq. of the sea; 
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TOT 


TOUT 





hence in various applications, in mod. use 
with special ref. to throwing up or into the 
air. xvi. Of unkn. origin; perh. Scand., 
but Norw., Sw. dial. tossa strew, spread, 
corr., in form only; W. toszo is from Eng. 


tot! tot (colloq.) very small child xvi; 
small drinking vessel; dram of drink xix. 
Of dial. origin. 


tot? tot (colloq.) sum up. XVII. f. tot, 
abbrev. of TOTAL. @ Tot was formerly 
used (XVI-XVIII) to mark an item, indicated 
by tot or T, as having been levied or re- 
ceived; this is L. tot so much; hence as 
vb., cf. AL. totare, AN. totter mark with a t. 


total tou:tol pert. to or comprising the 
whole. xiv. - (O)F. total = Sp. total, It. 
totale - scholastic L. totalis, f. totum the 
whole, sb. use of n. of tótus entire, whole. 
So totalirv toutz-liti. Xvr. — scholastic L. 
totalitas; cf. (O)F. totalité. to-talLv?. xvi; 
after scholastic L. totaliter; cf. (O)F. 
totalement.  to'talizaroR apparatus for 
registering the total of operations, spec. the 
number of tickets sold to betters on a horse 
race. XIx. f. to-talIzE (xtx, Coleridge). 


totem tou'tom among Amer. Indians, 
hereditary badge of a tribe or group. XVIII. 
Of Algonquian origin. Various other forms 
have been cited, viz. totam, toodaim, odo- 
dam; the initial t is expl. by some as the 
final letter of a preceding poss. pron. (cf. 
Ojibway ototeman his relatives), the basic 
form being ote or otem (aoutem in Lescar- 
bot’s ‘Histoire de la Nouvelle France’, 
1609), and the basic meaning ‘mark’ or 
‘family, tribe’. 

tother ta:óor (dial) the t. the other. Xıl. 
ME. pe toper, for bet oper, orig. n. of OE. 
se Oper the other, the second ; see THE, THAT, 
OTHER, 


totter to-taz tswing XIL; rock to and fro on 
its base XIV; move with unsteady steps XVII. 
ME. toter swing - MDu. touteren swing (so 
dial. £ozter sb. xiv, Du. touter sb.) :- OS. 
*taltrón -- OE. tealtrian totter, stagger, 
whence dial. tolter adj. Xv, tolter vb. xvi. 


toucan tü' ken, tukà:n bird of the genus 
Rhamphastos, with enormous beak and 
brilliant colouring. xvr. = Tupi tucana, 
Guarani tucã, tucã, whence also F. toucan 
(xvi), Sp. tucan, Pg., It. tucano, G. tukan. 


touch tatf put a part of the body upon 
(with many transf. and fig. applications). 
xur. ME. toche, tuche, touche = OF. tochier, 
tuchier (mod. toucher) = Pr., Sp., Pg. tocar, 
It. toccare strike (a bell, etc.), touch, Rum. 
toca announce with a clapper, knock := 
CRom. *toccére make a sound like toc (cf. 
Pr. toc, It. tocco stroke of a bell), of imit. 
origin. Much used in comps., spec. with 
ref. to ready ignition (prob. from OF. 
toucher set fire), as in Ttouch-powder (xv) 
priming-powder (whence touch-hole XVI), 
tow chwood wood used as tinder (xv1); also 
tou'chstone stone to test gold and silver 


alloys (xvi), based on OF. £ouchepierre (now 
pierre de touche; cf. Sp. piedra de toque). 
Hence touchy! ta:tfi easily moved to take 
offence, teasily ignited, risky xviI perh. 
partly an alt. of TETCHY. 


touching prep. concerning, relating to XIV 
-(O)F, touchant, prp. of touch(t)er; the F. 
form was current in Eng. XIV-XV. 


tough taf of strongly cohesive substance 
OE.; severe, violent xir; capable of great 
endurance xiV ; difficult to solve xvir. OE. 
tóh, OHG. zàh, MLG. tà :- *tagxus, f. 
base repr. also (with -ja suffix) by MLG. 
tei, Du. taai, OHG. gāhi (G. zäh). 


toupee tū'pi (artificial) lock of hair. XVIII. 
— F. toupet tuft of hair esp. over the fore- 
head, f. OF. toup, top; see TOP}, -ET. Super- 
seded by toupet tū'pei. XVIII. 


tour tuor one's turn, spell of duty xiv; 
+circular movement xv; travelling round, 
circuitous journey XVII. -—(O)F. tour, 
earlier tor = Pr. tor, tors :— L. tornus — Gr. 
tórnos lathe (cf. TURN). Hence vb. make a 
tour (of). XVIII. tou‘risT. XVIII, tou‘riIsM 
XIX; cf. F. tourisme, -iste. 


tourmaline tus-1molin brittle pyro-electric 

mineral orig. from Ceylon. xvin. -—F. 
tourmaline 1771, G. turmalin 1707, Du. 
toermalijn 1778, Sp., It. turmalina, ult. f. 
Sinhalese toramalli cornelian. 


tournament tuo--, tounomónt medieval 
tilting match. xr. ME. turne-, torne- 
ment AN. vars. of OF. tur-, torneiement, 
f. torneier ; see next, -MENT. 


tourney tuouni, t3:Uni tournament. XIII. 
— OF tornei (mod. tournoi) f. torneter 
(whence ME. vb.) = Pr. torneiar, Sp. 
tornear, lt. torneggiare :— Rom. *tornididre, 
f. L. tornus YURN. 


tourniquet tuo-mikei (surg.) instrument 
involving a screw for checking flow of 
blood through an artery. xvu. —- F. tourni- 
quet (xv1), taken to be alt. of OF. tournicle, 
var. of tounicle, tunicle coat of mail, TUNICLE, 
by assoc. with tourner TURN. 


tousle tau-z] pull about roughly, dishevel. 
XV. frequent. f. (dial.) touse, ME. tuse, touse 
in toltuse (x11), beltouse (xiv), repr. OE. 
*tiisian -= LG. tisen pull or shake about, 
OHG. zir|züsón, er|züsen tear to pieces, 
clear of undergrowth, G. zausen, rel. to L. 
diimus, earlier dusmus bushes, brambles, Ir. 
doss bush; see -LE?. Cf. also towser large 
dog as used in bear- and bullbaiting xvi. 


tout taut Tpeep, peer xiv; (sl.) watch, spy 

on XVII; solicit custom or votes impor- 
tunately xvni. ME. tite :- OF. *titian, 
f. *tüt- project, stick out, repr. by OE. 
tytan (once) peep out, become visible, 
MLG. :üte horn, funnel (LG. tite, tit 
spout), MDu. tate nipple (Du. tuit spout, 
nozzle), ON. 'táta teat-like prominence. 
Hence tout sb. tthieves’ scout XVIII; touter 
for custom, etc. XIX. 
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TOW 


tow! tou fibre of flax, etc. xiv (PPL, 
Chaucer). — MLG. touw ~~ OS. tou = ON. 
tó wool, tow, rel. to *tow- in OF. towcreft 
spinning, towhiis spinning-house, towlic 
pert. to weaving, towtól spinning implement, 
and Du. touwen spin= *tazw- (see TOOL), 


tow? tou fdrag OE. ; draw (a vessel) on the 
water by a rope XIV (but cf. towage). OE. 
togian — OFris. togia, MLG. togen, OHG. 
zogón, ON. toga :- CGerm. (exc. Goth.) 
*togójan, f. *tog- (*tug-), cf. TEAM, TIGHT. 
For the pronunc. cf. Bow. So tow-aGE 
charge for towing a vessel xvi; action of 
towing xvi. orig. - AN. towage, AL. towa- 
gium (xii in both senses), f. ME. towe, toe 
tow. 


toward tou(w)oi:d adj. tcoming, future, 
impending OE.; Tpromising, disposed to 
learn, docile )( FROWARD x11; favourable, 
propitious )( UNTOWARD XIX. OE. tõweard 
= OS. téward, -werd, OHG. gzuowart, 
-wert ‘directed forwards’, f. Germ. *tō TO+ 
"warü- -WARD. Hence toward towo-d, 
tooid, t3id in the direction of, prep. OE. 
tóweard, n. of the adj. orig. construed with 
g. later with d.; only Eng. towARDs in same 
sense. OE. téweardes. G The pronunc. of 
the preps. with the stress on the second syll. 
is now the commoner; it appears to be 
referred to as a vulgarism in Chesterfield’s 
Letters 27 Sept., 1749. ‘The vulgar man 
goes to wards and not towards such a place.’ 
See also Walker’s Pronouncing Dic- 
tionary. 


towel tau-al cloth for wiping something 
dry. xr. ME. towaile, towelle, touel - OF. 
toail(l)e (mod. touaille) == Pr. toalha (whence 
Sp. toalla, It. tovagEia) :- Germ. *pwaxljó 
(OHG. duahila, G. dial. zwehle napkin), f. 
* bwaxan wash (OE. bwean, OS. thwahan, 
OHG. dwahan, ON. pvd, Goth. Pwahan); 
cf. OE. pwehl, pwéal, OHG. dwahal bath, 
ON . Pvdll soap, Goth. pwahl bath ; see -Et!, 
-LE!, 

tower tau-az tall strong structure. x11. ME. 
tūr, later tour, towr- AN., OF. tur, tor 
(later and mod. tour — Pr. tor, Sp., It. torre 
:- L. turrem, nom. -is, corr. to Oscan (acc.) 
turri) ~ Gr. türris, türsis, türsos. Hence vb. 
rise to a great height ; soar like a hawk. xvi. 


town taun Tenclosure, garden, yard ; (now 
Sc.) building(s) on a piece of enclosed land, 
farmstead; (dial) cluster of buildings or 
houses OE.; inhabited place having an 
independent administration x1 (without 
article XIII); inhabitants of a town XIV (opp. 
to university XVII); (U.S.) division for local 
or state government XIX. OE. tin — OFris., 
OS. tin, OHG. zün (Du. tuin garden, 
G. zaun) fence, hedge, ON. tun :- CGerm. 
(exc. Goth.) *zünaz, *tünam, rel. to Celtic 
*dün- in the place names (e.g. Augusto- 
dunum Autun), Olr. dün, W. din fort, 
castle, camp, fortified place. In senses later 
than OE. times it is the equiv. of L. villa 
orig. farm, country house, and its deriv. 
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TRACT 


F. ville. comps. and derivs. towm-CLERK. 
XIV. townmee tauni- one of the towns- 
people xix; earlier U.S. towny. town- 
SHIP. OE. tünscápe. tow:nsMAN. OE. 
tünesman Tvillager, villain; man of a town 
XV. 


toxic to-ksik poisonous XVII; due to poison- 


ing XIX. - medL. toxicus, f. L. toxicum 
poison — Gr. toxikén (phdrmakon) (poison) 
by smearing arrows, n. of toxikós, f. tóxa 
pl. (bow and) arrows, f. tóxon bow ; see -1C. 
Hence to:xIN poison produced by a mi- 
crobe. XIX. 


toxophilite tokso-filait devotee of archery. 


xvill. £. Toxophilus, title of a book (1545) by 
Roger Ascham, intended to mean ‘lover of 
the bow’, f. Gr. téxon bow+ -philos -PHIL; 
see -ITE. Hence toxo-phily? (addiction to) 
archery, XIX. 


toy toi A. famorous play xiv; fsportive or 


fantastic action, antic, trick xv; B. trifling 
object; thing to play with xvr. Of unkn. 
origin; there are serious gaps in the early 
evidence; MDu. tot (Du. toot) attire, 
finery, agrees in form but not in sense. 


trace! treis Tpath, course xiu (Cursor M.); 


Tseries of footprints, track xiv; vestige, 
mark xvir. —(O)F. trace = Pr. trasa, Sp. 
traza, Pg. traça, It. traccia, f. corr, vbs. 
OF. tracier (mod. tracer), Pr. trasar, Sp. 
trazar, Pg. traçar, It. tracciare :- Rom. 
*tractiãre, f. L. tractus TRACT?; so trace 
vb. A. proceed in a line or track; B. make 
marks on a plan, etc. xiv. — OF. Hence 
tra-cERYy Tplace for tracing xv; intersecting 
rib-work in a Gothic window xvii. 


trace? treis pair of ropes, etc. attached to 


the collar of a draught animal xiv ; each of 
these xv. ME. trais, first as coll. pl. later as 
sg. — OF. trais, pl. of trait draught, harness- 
strap = Pr. trach convulsion, Sp. trecho 
space, distance of time, It. tratto :-L. 
tractu-s draught, f. pp. stem of trahere 
draw (cf. TRACT?, TRAIT). 


trachea trokio (anat.) tube extending from 


the larynx to the bronchi. xvi (early in 
trache arteria or arterie xv, and later in 
anglicized forms such as arter trache, and 
trachiartere). — medL. tráchéa, for late L. 
tráchia (Macrobius) - Gr.  trakheía (sc. 
arterid artery), fem. of trakhus rough. 


trachyte tre-kait, trei-kait species of gritty 


volcanic rock. XIX. — F. trachyte (Haüy), 
f. Gr. trākhús rough or trākhútēs rough- 
ness. 


track træk mark left by the passage of some- 


thing xv (Malory); line of travel or motion 
XVI; path laid down xix. ~(O)F. trac, 
perh. - LDu. (MDu., LG.) tre(c)k drawing, 
draught, pull (cf. TREK), but the phonology 
is difficult. fience or — F. traquer track 
vb. xvi. 


tract! trekt tractate, (later) short pamphlet. 


XV, poss. shortening of L. tractãtus TRAC- 
TATE. Hence tracta'RIaN writer of tracts, 


TRACT 





spec. of contributors to the ‘Tracts for the 
Times’ 1833-41 published at Oxford. 


tract? trekt (liturg.) item replacing the 
Alleluia in the Mass from Septuagesima to 
Easter Eve. xiv (Trevisa) - medL. tractus, 
spec. use of L. fractus (see next), but of 
uncertain development. 


tract? trekt act of drawing or something 
drawn in various uses identical with those 
of TRACE’ and TRACK (rare before xvi), now 
chiefly 'stretch or extent of territory' (so in 
L. from the notion of area contained by 
lines drawn). ~ L. tractus, f. pp. stem of 
trahere draw. 


tractable træ'ktəbl easy to manage. xvi. 
- L. tractàbilis, f. tractàre TREAT ; see -ABLE. 
@ The earlier word was treatable (xiv) 
- (O)F. 


tractate trae kteit treatise. xv (Caxton). 
- L. tractátus, £. tractàre TREAT ; see -ATE!. 


traction trekfan drawing, draught xvil; 
drawing of vehicles or loads along a road 
(hence £. engine) xix. =F. traction or 
medL. tractid(n-), f. pp. stem of trahere 
draw; see TRACT, -ION. So tra:ctor! (med.) 
device to be drawn or rubbed over the skin 
XVII; instrument for pulling xrx; traction 
engine XX. 

trade treid course, way, track XIV; 
regular practice of a business or profession; 
buying and selling in this xvi. =- MLG. 
trade track (OS. trada = OHG. trata), f. 
*tyad- *tred- TREAD: attrib. t. wind orig. any 
wind that blows in a constant direction 
(xvir), f. phr. t blow trade blow in a regular 
or habitual course. 


tradition trədi'fən that which is handed 
down as belief or practice in a community 
Xiv; delivery, transmission Xvr. — (O)F. 
tradicion, (also mod.) -tion, or L. trádi- 
tio(n-), £. trddere hand over, deliver, f. trdns 
TRANS--+ ddre give; see -ITION. Hence 
traditionari!. xvir. F. traditionnel, medL. 
traditióndlis. 

traduce trodjü:s transport; translate; 
Ttransmit; propagate ; speak evil of (falsely). 
XVI. = L. trddicere, t£. trdns TRANS--+ diicere 
lead (see DUCT). 


traffic trz-fik transportation of goods for 
purposes of trade XVI; passing to and fro 
of people, etc. xix. Early records have the 
forms traffigo, -ico, trafficque — EF. traf(f ique 
(mod. trafic), corr. to Pr. trafec, Sp. trdfico, 
tirdfago, Pg. irdfego, It. traffico (usu. taken 
to be the source of the F.); of unkn. origin 
(the first syll. may repr. L. tràns). 


tragacanth trze:gokenp medicinal muci- 
laginous substance obtained from Astra- 
galus. XVI. — F.tragacante ox L. tragacantha 
— Gr. tragdkantha goat's-thorn, f. trágos 
he-goat-+ dkantha thorn. 
tragedy tre-d3idi dramatic piece (Tearlier, 
tale) having a disastrous ending xiv (Ch., 
Lydg.); calamitous event xvi. -(O)F. 
tragédie - L. tragedia - Gr. tragoidíá, usu. 


TRALATITIOUS 


taken to be f. trdgos goat -- óidé ODE (but the 
history is disputed). So tragedian trə- 
dardien tragic poet Xiv (Ch.); tragic actor 
XVI. = OF. tragediane, F. tragédien. Earlier 
+tragician xv (Lydg.). tragic tre-dzik pert. 
to or resembling tragedy. xvr. — F. tragique 
(Rabelais) - L. tragicus - Gr. tragikós, f. 
trdgos, but assoc. with trago:díd. tra-gicAL. 
xv (Caxton). tra:gico-MEDY composition 
combining tragic and comic elements. XVI 
(Sidney). — F. tragicomédie or It. tragicom- 
media —late L. tragicomedia, for tragico- 
comadia (Plautus). 


tragelaph tre-golef capriform antelope or 
the like. xvi. -L. tragelaphus — Gr. tra- 
gélaphos, f. trdgos goat+ élaphos deer. 


tragopan  tre:gópen  pheasant of the 
genus Ceriornis (Tragopan); having fleshy 
horns. xix. —L.-Gr. tragépdan, f. trdgos 
goat-+ Pdn Pan. 


trail treil intr. hang down and drag along 
xiv (R. Mannyng); trans. drag or draw 
along xiv. prob. of mixed origin - OF. 
traillier or MLG., MFlem. treilen haul (a 
boat), which point to CRom. or popL. 
*tragulàre (to which OE. tregelian ‘carpere’ 
conforms), f. L. trágula drag-net, etc. Cf. 
TRAWL. 


train trein tarrying, delay xiv (R. Man- 
nyng); thing that drags or trails xv (first of 
the trailing part of a garment); sequence or 
series XV ; number of carriages, etc. coupled 
together xix. —(O)F. train m., traine fem. 
(both x1), f. OF. (orig.) trahiner, trainer 
(mod. tratner) = Pr. traginar, Sp. trajinar, 
It. trainare :- Rom. *tragindre, f. *tragere, 
f. L. trahere draw; the OF. vb. is the 
orig. source of train vb. Tdraw, allure, etc. 
Xv; instruct and discipline xvr. 


train-oil trernoil oil obtained by boiling 
from whale blubber, etc. xvi. repl. earlier 
train, trane (xv)-(M)LG. trén, MDu. 
traen (Du. traan) = G. tran, rel. to tráne 
tear, drop (cf. TEAR!). 


traipse see TRAPES. 


trait trei, treit stroke xvi; feature, 
characteristic XVIII. = F. trait = Pr. tratt 
- L. tractu-s drawing, draught, TRACT?. 


traitor trei‘taz one who betrays or is false. 
XIII. — OF. traitour, -ur — Pr., Sp. traidor, 
It. traditore :- L. trdditérem, nom. trdditor 
(whence (O)F. traztre), agent-noun f. tradere 
deliver, betray, f. trans TRANS--+-dere, ddre, 
give; see -TOR. 
trajectory tre:daiktori, -e-ktori path of a 
body moving by force. XVII. = medL. trà- 
jectórius, f. trajec-, pp. stem of trdicere, f. 
trans+jacere throw; see TRANS-, INJECT, 
-ORYŁ. 
tralatitious trzloti-fas A. metaphorical 
XVII; B. traditional xvin. f. L. trdldtictus, 
var. of trdnsidtictus preserved by trans- 
mission, customary, usual (Cicero), meta- 
phorical (Varro), f. tránslàt-, pp. stem of 
transferre TRANSFER; see -ITIOUS!, 
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TRAM 


TRANSIENT 





tram! trem A. fcontrivance, lit. and fig. 
XIV; B. loosely twisted silk thread used for 
weft xvi. In A-(O)F. trame woof, 
cunning device, machination :- L. trdma 
woof; in B a new adoption from modF. 


tram? trem (Sc.) shaft of a barrow or cart 
xvi (Dunbar); (coalmining, north.) frame 
ot skeleton truck for carrying coal-baskets, 
perh. orig. carried by hand, later drawn as 
a sledge or on wheels xvi; (short for tram- 
line) line or track of wood, stone, or iron; 
(short for tramroad, -way) road laid with 
such lines ; (short for tram-car) passenger car 
running on tram-lines XIX. (in AL. trama 
xiv) = MLG., MDu. trame balk, beam, rung 
of a ladder, of unkn. origin; the sense- 
development is obscure and is not paralleled 
in LG. or Du. 


trammel tre:ml fishing-net having three 
layers of netting Xiv; hobble for a horse 
XVI; thing that hinders free action XVIL 
-(O)F. tramail, mod. trémail (whence Sp. 
trasmallo, Pg. trasmalho, It. tramaglio) - 
medL. tramaculum, var. of tremaculum, tri- 
(Salic Law), perh. f. L. tri- three, TRI-+ 
macula mesh (cf. MAIL}). Hence trammel 
vb. in several techn. uses xvi; (fig.) hinder 
the action of XVIII. 


tramontane tramo-ntein lying beyond the 
mountain (spec. the Alps) from Italy. xvi 
(Nashe). — It. tramontana north wind, pole 
star, tramontani dwellers beyond the moun- 
tains — L. trānsmontānus, f. TRANS- 4- mont-, 
mons MOUNT}, 

tramp tremp stamp, tread heavily xiv 
(Wycl. Bible); walk steadily xvr. prob. of 
LDu. origin and based on Germ. stem 
*tramp; cf. MLG. trampen. 


trample  trempl  Ttramp, stamp XIV 
(Wycl. Bible); tread upon xvi. f. TRAMPd- 
-LE?, Cf. (M)HG., LG. trampeln. 


trance trans fextreme dread or doubt xiv; 
suspension of consciousness, hypnotic state 
(Ch.). - OF. transe (mod. trance), f. transir 
depart, be benumbed = L. trānsīre (see 
TRANSIT). 


tranquil tre:nkwil undisturbed, serenely 
quiet. xvii (Sh). -F. tranquille or L. 
tranquillus. 


trans- trans, tranz comb. form of L. prep. 
trdns across, beyond, over, corr. to Umbrian 
tra(ha)f, tra(ha) with cogns. in Skr., Celtic, 
and Germ. (see THROUGH). In several L. 
vbs. and their derivs. the prefix was reduced 
to trà before a cons., e.g. tradere (see TRADI- 
TION), trüicere (see TRAJECTORY) ; ss resulting 
from composition with an initial s is simpli- 
fied, as in transcribe. 


transact trànzze-kt, -se-kt fdo business, 
treat XVI; carry through, manage xvil. f. 
transact-, pp. stem of L. transigere drive 
through, accomplish, f. tráns TRANS- + agere 
drive, do. So transa:ction Tadjustment of 
a dispute XV; action of transacting, matter 
transacted xvii. ~ late L.; cf. (O)F. transac- 
tion; see ACT, ACTION, 


transcend transe‘nd pass (a limit) or the 
limits of xrv (Rolle); rise above, surpass xv 
(Lydg.); tgo beyond, climb over xvi. 
—- OF. transcendre or L. tran(s)scendere 
climb over, surmount, f. iráns TRANS-+ 
scandere climb (cf. SCANSION). So tran= 
sce'ndENCE XVII (Sh.), -ENcy xvii. = late L. 
transcendentia. transce-ndENT xvI; tran- 
scende:ntaL! xvil1 (in current use due 
mainly to Kantian philosophy). 


transcribe transkrai-b make a copy of XVI; 
transliterate XVII. = L. transerībere; TRANS-, 
SCRIBE, SCRIPTURE. 50 transcript written 
copy. XII. ME. transcrit = (O)F. transcrit ; 
later (xv) assim. to L. transcriptum, sb. use 
Of n. pp. of transcribere. transcri-pTION. 
xvi. — F. or late L. 


transect transe-kt cut across. xvir f. 
TRANS- -- sect-, pp. stem of L. secáre cut (cf. 
SECTION). 


transept tri:nsept transverse part of a 
cruciform church, either arm of this. xvi 
(Leland, who freq. uses the L. form also). 
-modL. transeptum ‘cross division’; see 
TRANS-, SEPTUM; hence F. (XIX). 


transfer trànsf5i convey from place to 
place xiv (Wycl. Bible); make over by legal 
process XVI; convey (a design) from one 
surface to another xix. = L. transferre (or 
F. transférer), f. tráns TRANS--- ferre BEAR? ; 
the basis of the L. vb. is Gr. ueradépew (cf. 
METAPHOR). Agent-nouns transferer, trans- 
feror, transferrer. Hence tra-nsfer sb. xvit. 
So tra-nsferENCE. XVII. 


transfigure trànsfrgor change in appear- 
ance. XIII (Cursor M.) -(OJ)F. trans- 
figurer or L. tránsfigürare, f. tráns TRANS-4- 
figura FIGURE. So transfiguraA TION. XIV 
(first in ref. to the change in the appearance 
of Jesus Christ as narrated in Matt. xvii, 
Mark ix 2, 3). —(O)F. or L. 


transfix trànsfrks impale upon a sharp 
point. xvi (Spenser). f. trdnsfix-, pp. stem 
of L. trünsfigere, cf. F. transfixer, see 
TRANS-, FIX. 


transform trànsfó-m change the form of. 
xiv (Rolle. -(O)F. transformer or L, 
trünsformáre ; see TRANS-, FORM. So trans- 
forma:‘TION. xv. ~(O)F. or late L. 


transfuse trànsfjiüz pour from one place 
to another. xv. -— L. tránsfüs-, pp. stem of 
transfundere ; see TRANS-, FUSE”. 


transgress transgre's, ~nz- go beyond the 
bounds prescribed by law, ete. xvi (Tin- 
dale) - transgress-, pp. stem of L. tránsgredi ; 
See TRANS-, DIGRESS. So transgre' ssION. 
xv (Lydg.). - (O)F. - L. 

tran(s)ship. xvirr. f. TRANS- J- SHIP vb. 


transient tra:nziont, -ns-, -nJ-, -n3- pass- 
ing by or away.’xvu. —L. transiéns (obl. 
transeunt-, repr. in some uses by transeunt), 
prp. of transire pass over, f. tydns TRANS--++- 
ive go; cf. AMBIENT. transit tra-nsit, -nz- 
passage from one point to another. Xv 
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TRANSIRE 


(astron. xvi). -L. transitus; cf. ADIT. 
transi TION trànsi-fon, -i:3on, -nz- passage 
from one condition or action to another. 
XVI. -(O)F. or L. transitivE tra-nzitiv, 
-ns- (gram.) taking a direct object; passing 
into another condition. xvi. -]late L. 
transitivus (Priscian); transitory? tra-nzi- 
teri, -ns- not lasting or continuing. XIV 
(Ch. - AN. transitorie, (O)F. transitoire 
— ChrL. transitórius, f. L. transit-; see 
TRANSIT. 


transire trànsalori, -nz- warrant permit- 
ting the passage of merchandise. XVI. 
L., f. trüns TRANS--ire go. 


translate trànslert A. remove from one 
place to another; B. turn from one language 
into another. xir (Cursor M.), prob. first 
in pp. translate — L. translütus, functioning 
as pp. of transferre TRANSFER; but perh. 
reinforced by OF. translater, medl. 
translaátàre. tramslA‘TION, transla:‘tor’. 
XIV. - OF. or L. 


transliterate trànslitoreit replace (letters 
of one language) by those of another for 
the same sounds. xix (Max Miller). 
f. TRANS- + L. littera LETTER + -ATE?. So 
tra:nslitera-TION. xIx. @ Preceded by a 
nonce-use of translettering (1802). 


translucent tràánsliüb-sont fshining through 
XVI; transparent XVII, —L. transliicent-, 


-éns, prp. of translūcēre; see TRANS-, 
LUCID. 
transmarine  trànsmorrn, -z- that is 


beyond the sea. xvi. — L. transmarinus ; see 
TRANS-, MARINE. 


transmigration transmaigrei:fon, treenz- 
ftremoval of the Jews into captivity at 
Babylon xi; passage from one place to 
another XIV ; passage of the soul at death into 
another body, metempsychosis xvi. - late 
L. transmigratio(n-) change of country (in 
Vulgate, 1 Esdras vi 16, the Babylonian 
Captivity), f. trünsmigrüre, whence trans- 
migrate (stress variable) xvii (pp. xv); see 
TRANS-, MIGRATE, -ATION. 


transmit transmit, -nz- send across a 
space XIV; pass on by communication; 
cause to pass through a medium XVII. 
— L. transmittere; cf. F. transmettre (xvi), 
OF. trametre. So transmi-ssion. XVI. 
- L. transmissió(n-); see TRANS-, MISSION, 


transmogrify transmo-grifai, -nz- (colloq.) 
transform, esp. into a strange shape. XVII. 
Of obscure origin; in the New Canting 
Dict. 1725 it is suggested that the prefer- 
able form is transmigrafy; poss., therefore, 
it is based on transmigrate used for ‘trans- 
form, transmute’ (transmigration was simi- 
larly used earlier in XVII); see -IFY. 


transmutation  trànsmjüter[on,  trznz- 
Tchange of condition xiv (Wycl); con- 
version into something else xiv (Trevisa); 
(alch.) xv; (biol.) xvir (Bacon). —(O)F. 
transmutation or late L. transmutatio(n-), f. 


TRANSUMPT 


L. transmitdre, whence transmu-te vb. 
XV, replacing ‘ttransmue, -mew (—(O)F. 
transmuer); see TRANS-, MUTATION. 


transom træ'nsəm cross-beam, esp. span- 
ning an opening. XIV. Early forms tra- 
versayn, transyn, -ing (Sandahl xrirr-xv) - 
(O)F. traversin in same sense, f. traverse 
TRAVERSE. For -syn/ -son cf. kelsine KELSON. 


transparent transpss-ront, -pxront that 

can be seen through xv; (fig) xvr (Sh.). 
-(O)F. transparent - medL. transparéns, -ent-, 
f. L. tráns TRANS- -+ parére APPEAR. So trans- 
pa rENCY. XVI. 


transpire trànspaiou emit as vapour XVI; 

pass out as vapour XVII; escape from 
secrecy to notice (J.), leak out XVIII; 
(hence, by misapprehension, first U.S.) 
happen XIX. ~F. transpirer or medL. 
trünspirare, f. L. tràns TRANS- + spirāre 
breathe (cf. SPIRIT). 


transplant trànsplà:nt remove from one 
place to another. xv. =]late L. trdns- 
plantäre; see TRANS=-, PLANT, and cf. F. 
transplanter. 


transpontine transpo-ntain that is across 
the bridge, spec. any of the London 
bridges, i.e. south of the Thames, and so 
pert. to the drama of Surrey-side theatres 
In XIX. f. TRANS- 4- L. pont-, póns bridge (cf. 
PONTOON) -H -INEŁ. 


transport transpd-it convey from place to 
place xiv (Ch.; fig.); carry away with 
emotion xvi. = OF. transporter or L. 
trānsportāre, f. trāns TRANS- + portàre 
carry (cf. PoRT?). Hence or =(O)F. trans- 
port (cf. medL. transportus transferment) 
conveyance from one place to another or 
means of this xv ; state of being 'carried out 
of oneself’ xvii. Hence transportaA: TION 
conveyance XVI (penal removal xvit). 


transpose transpou-z fchange into some- 
thing else xiv (Wyclif, Gower); change the 
position or order of xvi. — (O)F. transposer, 
f. trans- TRANS- + poser POSE. So trans- 
POSI'TION. XVI. = F. or late L. 


transubstantiation trànsobstzn iei: fon 
change of substance xiv (Trevisa; spec. of 
the Eucharistic bread and wine xvi, Tin- 
dale). —-medL. tran(s)substantidtid(n-) (x1), 
f. tran(s)substantidre, whence transub- 
sta-ntiate xvi (as pp. earlier xv). Cf. (O)F. 
transubstantier, -tiation, and see -ATES?, 
-ATION. Hence co:nsubstantia:‘tion (xvi, 
Hooker; after modL.) controversialist's 
term to designate the Lutheran doctrine of 
the Eucharistic presence in, with, and under 
the substantially unaltered bread and wine; 
see CON-. 


transume trànsjü'm make an official copy 
of. xv. - late L. tran(s)simere. 


transumpt transa‘mpt copy, transcript. 
xv. —medL. tran(s)sumptum, sb. use of n. 
pp. of tran(s)simere. 
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TRANSVAAL 


TRAY 





Transvaal trans-, tranzva:l state of the 
Union of South Africa, separated from the 
Orange Free State by the river Vaal. f. 
TRANS-+ Vaal, tributary of the Orange 
River. 


transverse transv3-is, -nz- lying across. 
xvii (Burton) -L. trünsversus, pp. of 
transcvertere turn across; See TRANS-, VERSE. 
So transve-rsaL!. xv - medL. 


trap! trep contrivance for catching 

animals OE.; movable covering as of an 
opening in a floor xiv; means of confining 
and releasing objects xvr; (perh. for rattle 
trap) small carriage on springs xix. OE. 
treppe (in coltetreppe Christ’s thorn), 
treppe, corr. in form and sense to MDu. 
trappe, Flem. trape, medL. trappa, OF. 
trape (mod. trappe), Pr., Pg. trapa, Sp. 
trampa, but the mutual relations are ob- 
scure. So trap vb. OE. be!treppan. trap- 
PER}, XVIII. 


trap? trep (min.) igneous rock. XVIII. 
~Sw. trapp (Bergman 1766), so named 
from the stair-like appearance, f. trappa 
stair. 


trapes, traipse (collog., dial.) walk in 
slovenly or aimless fashion. xvi. Of unkn. 
origin. Hence sb. sloven, draggletail. xvii. 


trapeze tropiz gymnastic apparatus con- 
sisting of a crossbar supported by two 
ropes. XIX, —F. trapéze — late L. trapezium 
(see next). 


trapezium  tropiziom (geom.) in the 

Euclidean sense, irregular quadrilateral xv1 ; 
in the restricted sense used by Proclus, 
quadrilateral having only one pair of 
opposite sides parallel xvir. -= late L. 
trapezium — Gr. trapézion, f. trdpeza table, 
for *tetra-peza, f. IE. *quetr FOUR + *pedja 
(f. ped- FOOT). So trapezoID trz:pizoid, 
trapi:zoid quadrilateral no two sides of 
which are parallel. xviir; - modL. trape- 
zoidés — late Gr. trapezoeidés. 


trapping trz-pin (chiefly pl) covering 

spread over harness. xiv (revisa); (in 
wider use) external ornaments xvi. f. base 
of synon. Ttrappo(u)r (x11) - AN. *trapour 
(cf. AL. trappdatira), var. of OF. drapure, 
f. drap cloth (cf. DRAPER); with substitu- 
tion of -rNc!, 


Trappist tre-pist monk of a Cistercian 
community established in 1664 by De 
Rancé, abbot of La Trappe, Normandy. 
xix. — F. Trappiste, f. La Trappe; see -IsT. 


traps træps (colloq.) personal effects, be- 
longings. xix. Of uncertain origin; perh. 
contr. of TRAPPINGS. 


trash tref broken twigs, etc.; worthless 
stuff. xvi. Of unkn. orig. 


traumatic trómz-tik caused by a wound. 
XVII. — late L. traumaticus - Gr. traumatikós, 
f. traumat-, traüma wound (trau:ma xvii), 
rel. to titréskein wound ; see -IC. 


travail trz-veil (arch.) labour, toil; labour 
of childbirth. xir. -—(O)F. travail painful 
effort, trouble, work = Pr. trebalh, Sp. 
trabajo, Pg. trabalho, It. travaglio, f. (O)F. 
travailler (whence obs. or arch. vb. XIII) = 
Pr. trebalhar work (whence It. travagliare), 
Sp. trabajar, Pg. trabalhar :~ Rom. *tre- 
paliare, f. medL. trepalium instrument of 
torture, presumably f. L. trés, tria THREE+ 
palus stake (so called from its shape). The 
etymol. meaning of the vb. was ‘put to 
torture’, whence, through the refl. use 
(‘put oneself to pain’) the sense ‘toil, 
labour’, which survives in F., whereas the 
Eng. vb. ult. became restricted to the sense 
‘journey’, with the sp. travel tre-vl (Sc. 
travel XIV), an application not evolved in 
F. Hence tra-veller! (Sc. traualoure xiv). 
traveller’s joy, kind of clematis which adorns 
the wayside xvi (Gerard); travelogue, 
-log tre-volog talk or lecture about travel. 
Xx. irreg.+-logue of monologue, dialogue. 


traverse tre: vols run, move, or pass across 
or through; act against or in opposition to. 
XIV. —(O)F. traverser — Pr. traversar, Sp. 
travesar, It. traversare i= late L. trüversàáre, 
trānsversãre, f. trünsversus, pp. of trünsver- 
tere, f. trüns TRANS--+vertere turn; see 
WORTH, -WARD(S). So tra:verse sb. some- 
thing that crosses (lit. and fig.). xiv. —- OF. 
travers and traverse = Pr. travers, traversa, 
Sp. traviesa, Pg. travessa, It. traverso, 
traversa, partly f. corr. vbs., partly repr. sb. 
uses of n. and f. pps.; cf. medL. tra(ns)- 
versa. M] From xv to mod. dial. forms without 
r in the second syll., due to lack of stress, 
were current; cf. Sp. and Pg. r-less forms. 


travertin(e) tre-vaitin, -tin concretionary 
limestone deposited from water containing 
lime. xvin. -]t. travertino, for earlier 
Tüvertino :- L. tiburtinus (sc. lapis stone), 
adj. of Tibur (now Tivoli) in ancient 
Latium ; see -INE!. 


travesty trze':visti grotesque or ludicrous 
imitation. xvir (Butler, 1674). freq. in XVH 
in Virgil travesti(e), adoption of the title of 
Scarron’s ‘Le Virgile travesty en vers 
burlesques’ (1648); earlier (1656) ftra- 
vested, for travestied = F. travesti, It. tra- 
vestito, pps. of travestir, -ire, f. L. tra- 
TRANS- + vestīre clothe (see VEST, -ED!). 


trawl trd] fish with a drag-net XvII; use a 
seine-net to catch fish xix. prob. - MDu. 
traghelen drag, rel. to traghel drag-net, perh. 
- L. trdgula drag-net, obscurely f. trahere 
draw. See TRAIL. Hence trawl sb. xviii, 
short for trawl-net (xvii). traw'ler! one 
who fishes with a trawl-net XVI ; vessel using 
trawl-nets xiX. Q A reading trawelle (1491— 
90) is doubtful. If genuine, it would give 
priority to the sb. 


tray trei shallow open vessel, now a flat 
board with raised rim. OE. *trég, *trieg, 
recorded only late as trig = OSw. tra corn- 
measure i Germ.  "?raujgam, f. *trau-, 
*treu- wood (see TREE). 
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TREACHERY 





treachery tretfori action of a traitor. XIII 
(AncrR., Cursor M.). - (O)F. trecherie, (also 
mod.) tricherie, f. tricher cheat — Pr. tricar, 
Olt. treccare; see TRICK, -ERY. So trea-cher- 
OUS. XIV. — OF. trecherous, f. trechour traitor. 


treacle tri-kl tsalve regarded as an antidote 
to venomous bites, etc. XIV; tin names of 
plants of reputed medicinal value xv; tsove- 
reign remedy XVI; uncrystallized syrup 
produced in refining sugar xvi. ME. 
triacle~ OF. triacle = Pr. triacla, Sp., it. 
triaca, Pg. triaga:-L. thériaca— Gr. thē- 
riaké, sb. use (sc. antidotos) of fem. of adj. 
f. théríon wild beast, venomous animal, 
dim. of thér (cf. FERAL”). For the parasitic / 
cf. PARTICIPLE, PRINCIPLE, SYLLABLE. The 
application to the syrup of sugar arose pre- 


sumably from this being used as a vehicle 
for medicine. 


tread tred pt. trod trad, (arch.) trode 
troud, pp. trodden tra-dn, trod step or 
walk upon; intr. with on, upon OE. ; thresh 
by trampling x1v. OE. tredan, pt. tred, 
trédon, pp. treden = OFris. treda, OS. 
tredan, OHG. tretan (Du. treden, G. treten) 
s- CWGerm. *tredan, of which the wk. 
grade *trud- is repr. by ON. troða, trað, 
trddum, trodinn, Goth. trudan; no cogns. are 
known outside Germ. The conjugation 
was infl. by assoc. with that of break (OE. 
brecan, pp. brocen), with that of the ON. vb., 
and of OE. (wk.) treddian. Hence tread sb. 
XII (AncrR.); cf. TRADE. comp. trea:d- 
MILL. XIX.  trea'dwHEEL instruments 
operated by the treading of men or animals 
to give motion to machinery. XVI. 


treadle tre-dl tstep, stair OE.; 
worked with the foot xv. 
tredan; see prec. and -LE?. 


treason  trrzon betrayal of trust XIII; 
violation by a subject of his allegiance xtv. 
ME. treisom, tresoun — AN. treisoun, tre- 
s(o)un, OF. traison (mod. trahison) = Pr. 
traizon, Sp. traición :— L. tráditio(n-), f. tra- 
dere deliver up, BETRAY, f. trans TRANS-+ 
-dere give. Hence trea:sonaBLE perfidious 
XIV (Barbour; chiefly Sc. till xvii). 


treasure tre:301 wealth, riches; valued 
thing. xir (Peterborough Chron.) ME. 
tresor — (O)F. trésor — Cat. tresor, OSp., 
Olt. dial. tresoro :- Rom. *tresaurus, un- 
expl, alt. of L. thésaurus (see THESAURUS), 
which is repr. by Pr. tezaur, Sp., It. tesoro, 
Pg. thesouro. Hence trea-sure vb. xIv 
(Wycl. Bible, tr. L. Vulg. thésaurizdare ; rare 
before xvir). For the sp. -ure (xv) cf. leisure, 
measure, pleasure. So trea'SurER?. XIII. 
~ AN. tresorer, (O)F. (mod.) trésorier, f. 
trésor, after late L. thesaurarius. treasure 
trove tre:3o1 trouv treasure found hidden 
of unknown ownership. xvi (also £rovey). 
~ AN. tresor trové (in AL. thesaurus inventus 
XII), 1.e. tresor TREASURE, trové, pp. of trover 
(mod. F. trouver) find. The ending -é has 
become mute as in ASSIGN?, etc. (see -v5); 
earlier repr. by tr. ttreasure found(en) xv. 


lever 


OE. tredul, f. 


TRELLIS 





So trea:sury. xiu. — OF. tresorie, for tre- 
sorerie, f. tresor, after medL. thésaur(dar)ia; 
see -Y3, 

treat trit deal with xix (RGlouc.); also 
trans. from xiv. ME. trete - AN. treter, 

OF. tretier, traitier (mod. traiter) = Pr. 

traitar, Sp. trechar prepare fish, It. trattare 

:= L. tractāre drag, handle, manage, in- 

vestigate, discuss, negotiate, f. pp. stem of 

trahere draw (cf. TRACT, TRACTATE, TRAC- 

TION). So treat sb. tagreement, treaty 

XIV; entertainment xvii. So treatise tri-tiz 

book or writing in which a subject is 

treated. xiv. -— AN. tretis, OF. *traitiz, 

f. traitier. trea:tMENT action or manner of 

treating. xvi; cf. (O)F. traitement. 


treaty triti tliterary treatment, discussion 
xiv (Wycl. Bible); discussion of terms 
xiv (Ch); covenant, contract xv. ME. 
trete(e) - AN. treté, (O)F. traité :- L. trac- 
tatu-s TRACTATE. See -y5, 


treble trebl threefold, triple xıv; sb. 
quantity 3 times as great as another XV; 
(mus.) highest or upper part in a harmon- 
ized composition, soprano XIV. - OF. 
treble — L. triplus TRIPLE. The development 
of the musical use is obscure. It has been 
held that triplus may have been loosely 
used for ‘third’, thus denoting the part 
added above the altus and bassus ‘high’ and 
‘low’), or the descant and the canto fermo. 


trecento tretíe:-ntou short for mil trecento 
1300: see CINQUECENTO. 


tree tri perennial plant having a woody 

stem and of considerable height and size; 
piece of wood (as in axle t., cross t., 
swingle t., saddle t., boot t., and treenail) 
OE.; pedigree x11. OE. tréo(w) = OFris. 
tré, OS. trio, treo (MDu. -tere), ON. tré, 
Goth. triu = Germ. *trewam (not in OHG. 
and now obs. in Du. and LG.), f. zero- 
grade of IE. *deru- *doru-, repr. by Skr. 
dáru, dru- tree, Gr. dóru, pl. doüra wood, 
spear, drás tree, oak, Lith. dervà pinewood, 
Olr. daur, W. derwen oak. Hence treewarr, 
treNAIL trrneil, tre:znol cylindrical pin of 
hard wood used in fastening timbers 
together. XIII. 


trefa, trifa trei-fo, trai-fa flesh meat not 
slaughtered according to Jewish law. xix. 
— Heb. tréphàáh flesh of an animal torn, as 
by a wild beast, f. tàraf tear, rend. 


trefoil tre-foil, tri-foil plant of genus Tri- 
folium, having triple leaves, xiv. Late ME. 
treyfoyle, trifolie - AN. trifoil - L. trifolium 
(whence OF. trefeuil, Pr. trefuelh, It. 
trifoglio), f. tri- TRI- + folium leaf, Fort. 


trek trek (S. Africa) make a journey by ox 
wagon, (hence) travel. Also sb. xix. 
— Afrikaans, (M)Du. trekken draw, pull, 
travel == OFris. trekka, (M)LG. trekken. 


trellis tre-lis grating used as a support or 
screen, xXIv. Late ME. trelis~ OF. trelis, 
-ice :1- Rom. *trilicius, -ia, f. L. trilic-, -lix, 
f. tri-, TRI- + licitum thread of a warp. 


[939] 


TREMBLE 





tremble tre-mbl shake with fear, etc. xiv 
(R. Mannyng)  -(O)F. trembler — Pr. 
tremblar, Sp. temblar, lt. tremolare :- Rom. 
*tremulàre rel. to L. tremulus TREMULOUS. 


tremendous trime:ndos terrific, dreadful 
XVI; immense XIX. f. L. tremendus, 
gerundive of tremere tremble, tremble at, 
rel. to TREMOR; see -OUS. 


tremolando tremdle-ndou (mus.) with 
tremulous effect. x1x. It. prp. of tremolare 
TREMBLE. So tre molo. xix. 


tremor tremor terror xiv (Ch); in- 
voluntary shaking of the body; tremulous 
movement, as of the earth xvii. = OF. 
tremour and (later) L. tremor, rel. to tremere, 
Gr. trémein tremble, trómos trembling, Lith. 
trimti, Lett. tremt, f. *trem-, to which there 
is a parallel *tres- in Sl. and Indo-Iranian. 
So tre-muLOUs. xvit. f. L. tremulus. 


trenail var. of treenail; see TREE. 


trench tren'f [track cut through a forest 
XIV; long narrow excavation xv. = OF. 
trenche cutting, cut, ditch, slice, f. trenchier 
(mod. trancher) cut (whence trench vb. xv) 
= Pr. trencar, Sp. trincar :- Rom. F*tríin- 
care — L. truncare (see TRUNCATED). Cf. 
ENTRENCHMENT. 


trenchant tre-n'fant cutting (lit. and fig.). 
XIV. — OF. trenchant (mod. tranchant), prp. 
of trancher ; see prec., -ANT. 


trencher tre-n‘faz cutting instrument; 
board on which food was served xIv (hence 
t.-man feeder, eater xvi); (also t.-cap) 
academic cap thought to resemble a square 
platter xviir. — AN. trenchour, OF. tren- 
cheoir, f£. trenchier TRENCH. See -ER?, -on!. 


trend trend frevolve, roll OE.; take a 
specified direction xvi. OE. trendan (in 
comps. for|trendan close by rolling up a 
stone, sin|trendan in prp. round in form), 
f. Germ. *trend- *trand- *trund-, repr. 
also by OE. trinda round lump, ball, atrend- 
lian roll away, and forms cited s.v. TRUNDLE, 
syn|trandel round, trendende steep, OE. 
trandel, trindel, tryndel round object (in 
place-names). Hence sb. the way something 
turns away, general direction. XVIII. 


trental trentol set of thirty requiem 
masses. XIV. ~OF. trentel and medL. 
trentáülis, f. popL. *trenta, for L. triginta 
thirty, f. trés TRI- 4- *gtnt- ten. 


Trentine trentain Tridentine. 
Trent (see TRIDENTINE) 4- -INE!. 


trepan tripæ'n (surg.)'saw for cutting out 

pieces of bone. xiv. - medL. trepanum 
— Gr. trüpanon borer, f. trupdn pierce, 
bore, ?rüpé hole. So vb. and trepana- TION. 
XIV. —(OJF. trépaner, trépanation; cf. G. 
trepanieren. 


trepidation trepidei'fən tremulous agita- 
tion, flurry; vibration, tremor. XVIL = L. 
trepidatio(n-), f. trepidāre, f. trepidus; see 
INTREPID, -ATION. 


XVII. f. 





TRIANGLE 


trespass tre:spos transgression XII (S.Eng. 
Leg.); actionable wrong or offence xiv. 
~- OF. trespas (mod. trépas), f. vb. trespasser 
(mod. trépasser pass away, die), whence ME. 
trespasse XIV = Pr., Sp. traspasar, It, 
trapassare ~ medL. transpass@re (see TRANS-, 
pass’), 


tress tres plait or long lock of hair. xim 
(S. Eng. Leg.). — (O)F. tresse, ttresce = Pr. 
tressa, It. treccia, beside (O)F. tresser, 
Ttrecier = It. trecciare, of unkn. origin. 


-tress tris comp. suffix formed by the 
addition of -Ess! to sbs. in -ter, -tor, as 
actor | actress, hunter | huntress. 


tressure tre:sjuo1, tre-:fo1 Theaddress xiv; 
(her.) diminutive orle xv; (numism.) circu- 
lar enclosure xviir. Earlier tressour — OF. 
tressour w= L. *#triciãtõrium; later tressure 
~ OF. tress(e)ure. See TRESS, -URE. 


trestle tre-sl support consisting of a bar 

with diverging legs. xiv. - OF. trestel 
(mod. tréteau) :- Rom. *transtellum, dim. 
of L. transtrum beam; see -EL?, 


tret tret allowance of 4 Ib. in 104 lb., after 
deduction of tare. xv. poss. = AN., OF. 
tret, var. of trait draught (cf. TRAIT), but the 
sense-development is obscure. 


trews trüz close-fitting garment for but- 
tocks and thighs. xvi (Sc). - Ir. trius, 
Gael. triubhas (sg.); cf. TROUSERS. 


trey trei three at cards, etc. xiv (Ch.). 
— OF. trei, treis (mod. trois) — Prov. trei-s, 
Sp. tres, It. tre 1= L. trés THREE. 


tri- trai (occas.) tri repr. L. and Gr. tri- 
(partly through F.), comb. form of L. trés, 
Gr. treis THREE, tris thrice, used in many 
technical terms with the senses ‘three’, 
‘three times’, ‘triple’, ‘triply’. Adoptions 
and adaptations and new formations are 
made in conditions similar to those of 
comps. of Bi-, the main difference being 
that there is a larger proportion of Gr. orig- 
inals in fri-. 
triad traied set of three. xvi. = F. triade 
or late L. triad-, trias— Gr. triad-, trids, 
f. tri- THREE ; see -AD!, 


trial’ trai-al act of trying, fact of being 
tried. xvi. - AF. trial, also triel (latinized 
triallum, perh. the immed. source), f. trier 
TRY; see -AL?, 


trial? trai-ol (gram.) of a form used to 
express three (cf. TRINAL). XIX. f. TRI- 
(after dual) 4- -Ar:. 


trialogue traiolog colloquy between three 
persons. XVI (More). - medL. trialogus 
formed by the substitution of TRI- for di- 
of L. dialogus DIALOGUE, on the erron. sup- 
position that this is D1-?. 


triangle trai-zengl a three-sided figure. xiv 
(Trevisa). — (O)F. triangle or L. triangulum, 
sb. use of n. of triangulus three-cornered, f. 
tri- TRI- -- angulus ANGLE. So tria:ngulan. 
XVI. = late L. 
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TRICOT 





triarchy traráriki government by three 
rulers jointly; group of three districts each 
under its own ruler. xvii. f. TRI-d- Gr. 
-arkhíá government, -ARCHY, or —- Gr. tri- 
arkhíá triumvirate. Cf. TETRARCH, -ARCHY. 


trias traros three, triad xvir; (geol. after 
G. trias 1834) series of strata between the 
Jurassic and Permian, so called because 
divisible into three groups xix. -]late L. 
trias~ Gr. trids TRIAD. Hence triassic 
traiæ'sik. xIx; after G. triasstsch. 


tribe traib community of persons claiming 
a common ancestor, spec. each of the 12 
divisions of Israel (xir) xiv  (Wycl., 
Gower); one of the political divisions of 
the ancient Roman people; race of people; 
class or set of persons XVI; group in the 
classification of animals, etc. xvi. First in 
pl. féribuz (xiir), tribus (xiv)- (O)F. 
tribus pl. of tribu or L. tribiis, pl. of tribus, 
whence immed. tribe (x1v, Wycl.); the L. 
word has been supposed to be based on *frz- 
THREE. llence tribar! xvi. tribesvAN 
trai'bzmon. XVIII (Southey); f. tribe’s. 


triblet tri:blit cylindrical rod for forging 
nuts, etc. XVII. (Cotgr.). = F. triboulet, of 
unkn. origin. 


tribrach tri-brek (pros.) foot of 3 short 


syllables. xvr. = L. t£ribrachys - Gr. tri- 
brakhus, f. tri- TRI- + brakhius short (cf. 
MERRY). 


tribulation tribjulei fən great affliction or 
misery. XIII (AncrR.). —(O)F. tribulation 
— ecclL. tribulatio(n-), f. L. tribulàre press, 
(esp. pass. in Christian use) oppress, aftlict, 
f. tribulum threshing-sledge, f. *tri-, var. of 
*ter(e)- rub (see ATTRITION, CONTRITION, 
DETRITUS, THROW, and TRITE). 


tribune! tribjün, trar- officer in the ad- 

ministration of ancient Rome. XIV. =L. 
tribūnus, prob. orig. sb. use of adj. (sc. 
magistratus) ‘magistrate of a tribe’, f. tribus 
TRIBE. So tribunar tri-, treibjū'nəl dais, 
raised throne, judgement seat; court of 
justice xvi; place of judgement, judicial 
authority xvi. —- (O)F. tribunal or L. tri- 
bünal, -àle. 


tribune? tri-, traibjün saloon in the 
Galleria degli Uffizi in Florence, Italy xvir 
(Evelyn); apse of a basilica; dais, rostrum, 
bishop's throne xvin. = F. tribune = It. tri- 
buna = medL. tribūna, for L. tribünal. 


tribute tri'bjūt tax paid to a superior XIV; 
transf. and fig. XVI. — L. tribiitum, sb. use 
of n. of tribütus, pp. of tribuere assign, allot, 
grant, prop. to divide among the tribes, f. 
tribus TRIBE. Cf. F. tribut (xV). So tribu- 
tanv paying tribute xiv (Wycl. Bible); paid 
in tribute xvi (Sh.); subsidiary, auxiliary 
XVII (rivers, Sh.). —- L. tribütàrius, f. tri- 
bütum, -us; sb. one who pays tribute (XIv) xv; 
tributary stream xix (W. Irving). 


trice trais phr. tat a t., in a t. in an instant, 
instantly, xv. f. trice vb. pull, haul - MDu. 


trisen (Du. trijsen hoist) = MLG. trissen 
(whence G. triezen, Da. trisse hoist), rel. to 
MDu. trise, etc. windlass, pulley, of unkn. 
origin. 

-trice tris suffix of fem. agent-nouns, F. 
repr. of -TRIX, formerly freq., as in directrice, 
mediatrice, victrice. 


triceps traiseps having three heads or (of 
a muscle) points of origin. XVI. — L. triceps, 
f. tri- TRI--+-ceps, adj. comb. form corr. to 
caput HEAD (cf. BICEPS). 


trichi tritfi short for Trichinopoli (cigar), 
name of a district and city in Madras, 
India. xix. 


trichinosis  trikinou:sis disease due to 
trichinz (parasitic worms) in the alimentary 
canal. xix. f. modL. trichina, f. Gr. 
trikhinos of hfir, f£. trikh-, thríx hair. See 
-INE?, -OSIS. 


tricho- trikou-, trarkou, before a vowel 
trich-, repr. comb. form trikho- of Gr. 
thrix hair. 


trichotomy  tri-, traiko'tomi threefold 
division. xvIII. f. Gr. trikha in three, triply, 
after DICHOTOMY. 


trick trik A. crafty or mean device xv 
(Hoccleve); dexterous artifice xvi; B. (bad 
or unpleasant) habit xvr; C. (her.) sketch of 
a coat of arms xvi; D. cards played and 
won in a round xvi. = OF. trique, dial. var. 
of triche, f. trickier (mod. tricher) = Pr. 
tricar, It. triccare deceive, cheat. Hence 
(presumably) trick vb. A. cheat; B. attire, 
deck; C. sketch, draw in outline xvr; in B 
perh. assoc. with F. ts’estriquer 'to tricke, 
decke, or trimme up himselfe’ (Cotgr.), in 
C with Du. trekken ‘delineare’ (Kilian), ‘to 
delineate, to make a draught’ (Hexham). 
tri-ckERY. XVIII. tricksy tri'ksi smart, 
spruce XVI (Latimer); playful, whimsical 
XVI (Sh.); tickbsh xix. trickv! deceitful 
xvii; difficult to handle xx. 


trickle tri-kl flow in successive drops. 
Forms with variation of vowel and cons. 
have been current since XIV, intended to be 
imit. of the sound of falling drops, viz. trygle, 
trikle, trekel, trigle, trinkle, tringle; see -LE?. 
Hence sb. xvI. 


triclinium  traikliniom couch on three 
sides of a dining table. xvir. — L. triclinium 
— Gr. triklinion, dim. of triklinos dining 
room with three couches, f. tri- TRI- + 
kliné (see CLINIC). 


tricolour, -color trai'kAloer three-coloured, 

esp. of the red, white, and blue French 
national flag. xvin (Scott). — F. tricolore 
= late L. tricolor (-ör-), f. tri- TRI-+ color 
COLOUR. 


tricorne trai-kiin three-horned (creature, 
hat). Xvi. =F. tricorne or L. tricorms, 
f. tri- TRI--+-cornū HORN. 


tricot trikou knitting. XIX. 
f. tricoter, of unkn. origin. 


-F. tricot, 


[9411 





TRICTRAC 


trictrac triktrek form of backgammon. 
XVII. =F. tric-trac, imit. of the clicking 
noises made by pieces in the game. 


tricycle trarsikl three-wheeled velocipede. 
XIX. f. TRI--+ CYCLE; hence in F. @ Earlier 
(1827) in F. a three-wheeled coach. 


trident trardont three-pronged instru- 
ment. xvi (Nashe) -L. tridéns, -dent-, 
f. tri- TRI--+ déns TOOTH. 


Tridentine traide-ntain pert. to the city 
of ‘Trent in Tyrol and the Council of the 
Roman Catholic Church held there 1545- 
63. xvi. — medL. Tridentinus, f. Tridentum 
Trent; see -INE!. 


triennial traie-nial lasting three years; 
recurring every three years. xvii. f. late L. 
triennis of three years, triennium period of 
three vears, f. tri- TRI--+annus year; see 
ANNUAL, -AL!. Cf. BIENNIAL. 


trifid trarfid divided into three. XVII. 
~ L. trifidus, f. tri- TRI---fid-, base of 
findere split (cf. FISSION). 


trifle trai-fl tfalse or idle tale x11r (AncrR.); 
matter of little value xu (S. Eng. Leg.); 
trinket, knick-knack xiv; slight piece, small 
sum; light confection xvr. ME. truf(f)le- 
OF. truf(f)le by-form of truf(f)e deceit, 
gibe, corr. to It. truffa, Sp., Pg., trufa; of 
unkn. origin. Hence vb. xiv; earlier in 
Tbitrufle cheat, delude. Q The form trifle, 
dating from xiv, is ambiguous for the orig. 
pronunce. ofi. 


triforium  traifó'riom (archit.) gallery in 
the wall over the arches at the sides of nave 
and choir, first found in Gervase of Canter- 
bury (c.1185) in ref. to Canterbury Cathe- 
dral, taken up by antiquaries. xvi. Of 
unkn. origin. 





trigger trigor movable catch or lever. 
xvii. Earliest form tricker (which was 
usual till c.1750 and 1s in widespread dial. 
use) ~ Du. trekker, f. trekken pull; see 
TREK, -ER!. 


triglyph traiglif (archit.) in the Doric 
order, block with three vertical grooves. 
xvi. —L. triglyphus —- Gr. trígluphos, f. tri- 
TRI- -gluphé carving (cf. CLEAVE). 


trigonometry  trigono:mitri branch of 
mathematics dealing with the measure- 
ments of triangles. xvii. ~modL. trigéno- 
metria, f. Gr. trígónon triangle; see TRI-, 
-GON, -METRY. 


trilby trilbi man's soft felt hat; (pl) bare 
feet. xix. Name of the heroine of a novel 
entitled “Trilby’, by George du Maurier, as 
applied to articles used in the dramatized 
version of the novel, and to the heroine’s 
use of bare feet. 


trill tril tremulous utterance of a note 
xvi (Lovelace); vibration of tongue, etc. in 
pronouncing a consonant xix. = It. trillo, 
ttriglio; so vb. xvi1 (Pepys). = It. tvillare. 


TRINKET 


trillion triljon third power of a million (in 
France and U.S.A., a thousand billions). 
xvir (Locke). — F. trillion (N. Chuquet) or 
It. trilione, formed like BILLION on million 
with substitution of TRI-. 


trilobite trai-labait (palzont.) member of 
a group of extinct arthropodous animals 
having a three-lobed body. xix. — modL. 
trilobites, f. Gr.; see TRI-, LOBE, -ITE. 


trilogy triled3i group of three related 
literary works. XIX. - Gr. trilogía, f. tri- 
TRI- --/ógos discourse ; see -v?, -LOGY. 


trim trim well equipped, esp. neatly made. 
xvi. Earliest in the adv. trimly (Dunbar); 
rel, to vb. trim, of approximately even date, 
which became widely applied in the first 
half of xvi, but is of obscure origin, since, 
though formally it could repr. OE. trymian, 
trymmian strengthen, confirm (f. trum firm, 
strong), there is no connecting evidence of 
unequivocal character between the OE. 
period and 1500. Hence trim sb. (xvi, Sh.) 
trim condition (often of a ship), proper 
array or equipment; tri-mmer! one who 
trims XVI, spec. in statecraft, between 
opposing parties (xvir), chiefly in un- 
favourable sense but formerly taken to be 
one who ‘keeps even the ship of state’. 


trimeter trimito:r (pros.) verse of three 





measures. XVI. -L. trimetrus - Gr. trí- 
metros, f. tri- TRI- -+ métron measure, 
METRE}, 


trin trin (pl.) three young born at one time, 
(sg.) one of these. xix. app. alt. of Twin by 
assim, to TRI-. 

trine train triple x1v (Ch.); (astrol.) pert. 
to the aspect of two heavenly bodies that 
are a third part of the zodiac distant from 
each other; fig. benign xv. ~OF. trin, 
fem. trine :- L. trinus threefold, f. trës, tria 
THREE, + multiplicative suffix. So trinar! 
trainol. xvt (Spenser); (gram.) expressing 
three xIx. ~ medL. trīnālis (Adamnan), f. L. 
trinus. 


trinitro-  trainartrou (chem.) formative 
denoting that three nitro-groups (NO,) 
have replaced three hydrogen atoms in the 
substance designated by the second el. 
Cf. T.N.T. 

trinity tri-niti (7J-) being of God in three 
Persons; God three in one XIII; (t-) set of 
three. ~(O)F. trinité, corr. to Pr., Sp. 
trinidad, lt. trinità :- L. trinitàt-, -tds (in 
Christian use (Tert.), based on Gr. trids 
TRIAD) triad, trio, f. frinus TRINE; see -ITY. 
So trinita:RIAN. xvi. The earliest uses are 
+(x) holding unorthodox opinions about the 
Trinity, (2) belonging to the order of the 
Holy Trinity xvir; since xviii the sense ‘re- 
lating to the Trinity, holding the doctrine of 
the Trinity’ has been established. f. modL. 
trinitdrius (xvi); cf. F. trinitaire (Calvin). 

trinket tri-nkit small article belonging to 
an outfit; small ornament or decoration. 
xvi. Of unkn. origin. 
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TRINOMIAL 


trinomial trainou:miol] (math., etc.) con- 
sisting of three terms. XVIII. f. TRI--+ 
-nomial of BINOMIAL, 


trio trou composition for three voices or 
instruments, XVIII. — It. trie (partly through 
F.), f. L. trés, n. tria THREE, after duo. 


triolet  tri-, traiolet (pros.) stanza of 
8 lines in which the 1st line is repeated as 
the 4th and 7th and the 2nd as the 8th. xvii. 
~ F. triolet, f. trio (see prec.) and -LET. 


trip trip A. tread or step lightly xiv (Ch.); 
B. cause to stumble by striking the foot 
(feet) from under the body; make a false 
step xv; C. (naut) Ttack xvii; raise (an 
anchor) clear from the bottom (cf. ATRIP) 
XVIIL. -— OF. treper, trip(p)er — Pr. trepar 
~- MDu. trippen skip, hop, rel. to OE. 
treppan tread, trample. Hence trip sb. A. 
‘stroke or catch by which the wrestler sup- 
plants his antagonist’ (J.) xv (Lydg.); B. 
light movement with the feet xvi; short 
journey XVII. tri:ppEnR! one who trips XIV; 
excursionist XIX. 


tripartite  traipá-itait divided into or 
involving three parts. xIv (Lydg.). -L. 
tripartitus, f. tri- TRI- + pp. of partīrī 
divide, PART. 


tripe traip stomach of an ox, etc. used for 
food. xin. —(O)F. tripe = Pr. tripa, It. 
trippa, of unkn. origin. 


triphthong trifpog combination of three 
vowels in one syllable. xvi. -—F. triph- 
tongue, f. tri- TRI-, after DIPHTHONG. 


triple tripl threefold; treble xvr; sb. xv. 
= (O)F. triple or L. triplus - Gr. triploûs, 
f. tri- TRI-4-pl- (see FoLp?), for L. triplex. 
Hence tripLET trrplit set of three, as of 
lines of verse xv1I, notes of music XIX; after 
DOUBLET. triplex (anglicized xvi1 Sh.). So 
triplicate tri-pliket threefold, triple xv; 
sb. xvin. - L. triplicütus, pp. of triplicare, 
f. triplic-, -plex. triplicity tripli-siti three- 
fold condition ; division into three groups of 
the signs of the Zodiac xiv (T'revisa). — late 
L. triplicitàs, f. triplic-, -plex. 

tripod trarpod three-legged vessel or sup- 
port (spec. stool). xvir (Holland, Chap- 
man). = L. tripod- (nom. -püs) — Gr. tripous, 
-pod-, f. tri- TRI--+-pous FOOT. 


tripos trarpos {tripod xvi; at Cambridge 
Univ., formerly, bachelor of arts appointed 
to dispute humorously at Commencement 
(so called from the tripod on which he sat), 
(hence) set of verses written for this, (later) 
list of candidates qualified for honours in 
mathematics printed on the back of the 
paper containing the verses, (subsequently) 
final honours examination for the bachelor’s 
degree, first in mathematics, later in other 
subjects xvii (Pepys). Unexpl. alt. of L. 
tripüs — Gr. tripous TRIPOD. 


triptych tri-ptik tablet or card folded in 
three XVIII; picture or carving hinged in 
three divisions XIX. f. TRI-, after DIPTYCH; 
cf. F. triptyque. 


TRIVIAL 











triquetrous traikweʻtrəs three-cornered. 
xvir (Sir T. Browne). f. L. triquetrus; see 
TRI-, -OUS, WHET. 


trireme trarrim ancient galley with three 
banks of oars. xvir (Holland). -(O)F. 


triréme or L. trirémis, f. tri- TRI- J- rémus oar. 


trisagion trise:gion (liturg.) Eucharistic 

hymn beginning with a threefold invocation 
of God (Holy, Holy, Holy xvi. = Gr. 
trisdgion, n. of trisdgios, f. tris thrice (see 
THREE) -}+ hdgios holy. Cf. TERSANCTUS, 
SANCTUS. 


trisect traise-kt divide into three parts. 
XVII. f. TRI-4d-sect-, pp. stem of L. secàre 
cut, after BISECT. 


triste trist dismal, gloomy. xvur. F. -L. 
tristis. Anglicized trist (now obs.) from xv. 


tritagonist traite-gonist, tri- third actor 
in a Gr. tragedy. XIX. — Gr. tritagónistés, 
f. trítos THIRD J- agónistés actor, f. agónizes- 
thai (see AGONIZE). 


trite trait worn out by use. xvi. -L. 
tritus, pp. of terere rub; cf. TRIBULATION, 
THROW. 


trithing traróir (hist.) see RIDING. 


Triton trai‘tan (Gr. and Rom. myth.) sea- 
god, son of Poseidon and Amphitrite xvi; 
(zool.) genus of marine gasteropods xvuI. 


triturate tri-tjureit pulverize. xvi. f. pp. 
stem of late L. triturdre thresh corn, f. L. 
tritura rubbing, threshing, f. trit-, pp. stem 
of terere; see TRITE, -URE, -ATE?. 


triumph traromf (Roman hist) solemn 
entry of a victorious general into Rome xiv 
(Ch., ''revisa) ; victorious achievement XIV. 
- OF. triumphe (mod. triomphe) - L. tri- 
umphus, earlier  triumpus, prob. = Gr. 
thríambos hymn to Bacchus (Dionysus). So 
tri-umph vb. xvi. triuumphar!, triu-m- 
phant xv. —(O)F. or L. Cf. TRuMpP?. 


triumvir traia-mvdr (Rom. hist.) one of a 
board of three coordinate magistrates. XVI. 
= L. triumvir, sg. deduced from pl. triumviri 
(also £résvirz, 111 viri), back-formation from 
trium virürum, g. pl. of tres viri three men. 
So triu:mviraTE! -virot. xvi. -L. 
trium viratus. 


triune traijün (of the Godhead) three in 

one. XVII. f. TRI- + L. ánus ONE. So 
triu-NITY. @ Earlier Ttrinune, T-union, 
T-unity (cf. TRINE). 


trivet tri'vit stand or support for a pot, etc., 
orig. three-footed. xv. Late ME. trevet, 
repr. OE. trefet (recorded once in doubtful 
application) — L. triped-, tripes, f. tri- TRI-4- 
pés FOOT, after Gr. tribous TRIPOD. 


trivial tri-viol pert. to the trivium of 
medizval learning xv; tsuch as may be met 
with anywhere xvi (Nashe); of small 
account xvi (Sh.); (nat. hist.) specific; 
popular xvill. = L. trividlis, f. next ; see =aL?. 
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TRIVIUM 
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trivium triviom in the Middle Ages, the 
lower division of the seven liberal arts 
(grammar, rhetoric, logic), the upper four 
(QUADRIVIUM) being arithmetic, geometry, 
astronomy, and music. XIX. - medL. use 
of L. trivium, place where three roads meet 
f. tri- TRI- -- via way. 


-trix triks suffix of L. fem. agent-nouns 
corr. to mascs, in -TOR, as adjiirix, impera- 
trix, venátrix, fems. of adjütor helper, 
imperator commander, cenátor hunter; such 
sbs. were adopted from xv from L. of va- 
rious periods, as admuinistratrix, executrix, 
mediatrix, testatrix; (geom.) applied (sc. 
linea line) to certain straight lines or curves, 
as directrix, tractrix. Cf. -TRICE. 


troche trout| fiat round tablet or lozenge. 
xvi. Early in pl. trochies, trotches (whence 
sg. troch-e), alt. of trocis, -isce, -iske (c.1400 
to xvIII) — F. trochisque - late L. trochiscus 
— Gr. trokhískos small wheel or globe, pill, 
lozenge, dim. of trokhós wheel; rel. to 
trékhein run. 


trochee trou-ki (pros.) foot consisting of 
a long followed by a short syllable (—v). xv1. 
-L. trocheus — Gr. trokhafos (sc. potus) 
running, tripping (foot), f. trókhos running, 
course, rel. to trékhein run, with poss. Sl., 
Celtic, and Germ. cogns. trochaic trou- 
keiik. xvr. —L. trochaicus — Gr. trokhaikós. 
Cf. F. trochée, trochaique. 


trochilus trokilos small Egyptian bird 
said to have picked crocodile's teeth. xvi. 
L., — Gr. trokhílos, f. var. stem of trékhein 
run. 


trocho- tro:'kou comb. form of Gr. trokhós 
wheel, disc (see prec.). 


troglodyte tro:glódait cave-dweller (chiefly 

prehistoric). xvi. - L. tróglodyta = Gr. 
troglodátés, corrupt form of trégodtités (V 
B.C.) after trdglé hole. 


troika troika Russ. 
three horses abreast. 
THREE. 


Trojan trou-dgan pert. to, native of, ancient 
‘Troy; roisterer, good fellow; brave fellow. 
xvII. repl. earlier Tvoian (xiv, Ch.), Troyan 
(xv) - L. Tróiünus, f. Troia 'lroy ; see -AN. 
€j OE. had Troiànisc. 

troll troul TÀ. move about or to and fro 
xiv (PPl.); B. roll, bowl xv; C. sing in full 
round voice XVI; D. angle with a running 
line xvir. Of doubtful identity in all senses; 
F. tréler (ttroller) wander casually, and 
(M)HG. trollen stroll, toddle, have been 
compared. 


troll? troul Scand. myth., one of a super- 
natural race of giants, dwarfs, or imps. XIX. 
(preceded by a Sc. ex. of xvii). =- ON., Sw. 
troll (Da. trold) ; of unkn. origin. 


trolley troi low truck or cart. xix. Of 
dial. origin ; cf. local troll, Ttroie (xvit), pre- 
sumably f. TROLL!, and the similar lorry, 
rolly, rully. 


vehicle drawn by 
xix. Russ., f. trde 


trollop tro'ləp sluttish or loose woman. 
xvit (Wither). Of unkn. origin; for form 
and sense cf. TRULL. 


trombone trombou'n large loud-toned 
wind instrument of music, with a sliding 
arrangement for extending the tube. XVIII. 


= F. trombone (earlier ttrombon) or its 
source It. trombone, augm. of tromba 
TRUMP’; cf, -OON. 


tromometer troumo'mitoi instrument for 
measuring earth-tremors. XIX. f. Gr. trómos 
trembling (rel. to trémein; see TREMOR)-+ 
-METER. 


tronk  trogk (S. Africa) prison. 
(trunke), Afrikaans — Pg. tronco TRUNK. 


troop trüp body of soldiers, (pl.) armed 
forces ; number of persons collected together 
XVI; signal on a drum for assembling 
troops xvil. (Early also troupe, trowpe) -= F. 
troupe (whence It. truppa), poss. back- 
formation from troupeau flock, herd (= Pr. 
tropel), dim. f. medL. troppus (sc. de 
jumentis) herd of mares, prob. of Germ. 
origin. Hence vb. gather in a troop XVI; 
t. the colour beat the drum for the reception 
of the colour at the mounting of the guard 
XVII; troo-pER! cavalry soldier (first in 
Scotland of the Covenanting Army 1640). 


tropzolum tropiolom S. Amer. genus of 
herbs. xvin.  modL. (Linnaeus 1737), f. 
L. tropaeum TROPHY; so called from the 
resemblance of the leaf to a shield and of 
the flower to a helmet. 


trope troup (rhet.) use of a word or phrase 
in a sense not proper to it, figure of speech 
xvi (Tindale); (Liturg.) phrase introduced 
into the text for musical embellishment XIX. 
-L. tropus figure of speech — Gr. trópos 
turn, rel. to trépein turn (cf. OL. trepit 
tums). So tro-per book of tropes. OE. 
tropere — medL. troperium, var. of troparium ; 


cf. OF. trop(z)er. 


trophic tro-fik pert. to nutrition. XIX. 
trophikés, £. trophé nourishment. 


tropho- tro:fou comb. form of Gr. trophé, 
rel. to tréphein nourish, used in scientific 
terms. XIX. 


trophy trou-fi erection serving as a 
memorial of victory in war; prize, booty; 
monument, memorial xvi. — F. trophée 
-L. trophzum, earlier trobaum — - Gr. tró- 
paton, sb. use of n. of tropafos, f. tropé 
turning, putting to flight, defeat, rel. to 
trépein turn (cf. TROPE). 


tropic tro:pik Teach of the two solstitial 
points XIV (Ch.) ; each of the two circles of 
the celestial sphere touching the ecliptic at 
the solstitial points; either boundary of the 
torrid zone XVI; pl. region between these XIX ; 
adj. tropical xvi. = late L. tropicus (whence 
also F. tropique, etc.) = Gr. tropikds (1) pert. 
to the ‘turning’ of the sun at the solstice, 
(2) figurative, sb. (sc. kitklos circle), f. tropé 
turning; see TROPE, -1C. So tro-pIcaL pert. 


XVII 


— Gr. 
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to a tropic xvi (of the torrid zone xvii); 
metaphorical xvi. So tropicopolitan tro-- 
pikoupo-iton (nat. hist.) belonging to the 
tropics. XIX (1878, P. L. Sclater); after 
cosmopolitan. 


trot! trot gait of a quadruped between 
walking and running. x (Cursor M.). 
~ (O)F. trot, £. troter (mod. trotter), whence 
trot vb. xiv (PPl, Ch.)); Rom. *ftrottàre 
(Pr., Sp. trotar, 1t. trottare), of Germ. orig.; 
cf. OHG. trottén (G. trotten), intensive f. 
base of tretan step, walk, TREAD. Hence 
tro:ttER! trotting horse xiv; (pl) feet of 
a quadruped, esp. used for food (? XIV), XVI; 
cf. OF. trotier, medL. trotārius. 


trot? trot old woman, hag. xiv. ME. 
trat(t)e, early mod. trot (xv1), obscurely rel. 
to AN. trote (Gower), of unkn. origin. 


troth troup, trop (arch) good faith, 
loyalty; plighted word; ttruth xvi. Later 
form of ME. trouth(e), trowth(e), var. with 
stress-shifting and assim. to TROW of 
treowb TRUTH. Cf. BETROTH. 


troubadour 





trū'bəduəı Provençal lyric 
poet. XVIII. — F. troubadour = Pr. trobador 
= OF. troveor, nom. trovere TROUVERE, 
f. Pr. trobar, OF. trover (mod. trouver) com- 
pose, (later) invent, find (whence Sp. trovar, 
It. trovare), of much disputed origin. 


trouble tra-bl mental distress x111; public 

disturbance XIV; pains, exertion; in or into 
tr. liable to punishment, etc. xvi. - OF. 
truble, turble, tourble (mod. trouble), f. 
tourbler, etc. (mod. troubler = Pr. treb(o)lar, 
Rum. tulbura), whence trouble vb. xim. 
- Rom. *turbuldre, f. *turbulus (whence 
(O)F. trouble disturbed, turbid), for L. 
turbidus TURBID. Hence trou:blesoME 
Tfull of trouble; giving trouble. xvr. So 
trou-blous. xv. — OF. troubleus. 


trough trdf oblong open vessel, esp. to 
contain liquid; £. of the sea hollow on the 
surface between waves xviIl. OE. trog = 
OFris., OS. trog, OHG. troc (Du., G. trog), 
ON. trog :—- CGerm. (exc. Gothic) *trugaz 
IE. *drukós, f. *dru- wood, TREE. 


trounce trauns T afflict, harass; thrash, 
belabour xvi; censure severely xvir. Of 
unkn. origin; connexion with OF. troncer, 
troncher cut, cut off a piece from, retrench, 
cannot be made out. 


troupe trüp company of players, dancers, 
etc. XIX. = F. (TROOP). 


trousers trau'zəız  Ttrews; loose-fitting 
garment for the loins and legs xvrr. Exten- 
sion, after DRAWERS, of (arch.) trouse (xvi) 
= Ir., Gael. triubhas TREWS ; attrib. usu. in 
sg. form, e.g. trouser leg. 


trousseau tru‘sou bride’s outfit of clothes, 
etc. xIx. F., dim. of trousse TRUSS. 


trout traut freshwater fish Salmo fario. 
Late OE. truht ~ late L. tructa (also CRom. 
exc. Rum.), 





TRUCK 


trouvére triives-1 one of a school of epic 
poets of N. France. xIx (Southey has 
trouveur 1795). F., and OF. trovere, obl. 
troveor — Pr. trobador TROUBADOUR. 


trove short for TREASURE TROVE. 


trover trou:voar (leg.) act of finding and 
keeping possession of a property. XVI. - AN. 
sb. use of OF. trover (mod. trouver find ; cf. 
TROUBADOUR); see -ER*. 


trow trou, trau (arch., esp. in I trow) 
believe, suppose. Of mixed origin; (1) OE. 
ir&owian, tréowan, f. tréow truce, with 
secondary stressing of the diphthong; (2) 
OE. triiwian; cf. TRUCE, TRUE, TRUST. 


trowel trau-al tool consisting of a plate of 
metal or wood with a short handle. xiv. 
ME truel, trowel - OF. truele (mod. truelle) 
— medL. truella, alt. of L. trulla ladle, 
scoop, f. trua skimmer, spoon. 


troy troi system of weights used for 
precious stones and metals. xiv. orig. in 
phr. marc. de troye, bound of troye; said to 
be taken from a weight used at the fair of 
Troyes (Aube, France), with which cf. the 
Sc. form trois, Ttroyis. 


truant trü ont Tsturdy beggar, idle rogue 
xir (S. Eng. Leg); pupil absent from 
school without leave xv; adj. xvi. = OF. 
truant (mod. truand) = Pr. truan (whence 
Sp. truhan, Pg. truáo) :- Gallo-Rom. *£rá- 
gant-, prob. of Celtic origin (cf. W. truan, 
Gael. truaghan wretched). 


truce trüs suspension of hostilities. xir. 
ME. trew(e)s, trues (repl. OE. pl. tréowa, 
used as sg.), pl. of tru(zo)e, OE. treo, corr. 
to OF ris. trouwe, tritiwe, tridwe, OS. treuwa, 
OHG. triuwa (Du. trouw, G. treue), Goth. 
triggva covenant; the same base (*treww-) 
is recognized in Gr. droós firm, OlIr. derb, 
W. drüd strong; cf. TROW, TRUE, TRUST. 


truchman . tretímon interpreter. Xv. 
Late ME. tourcheman (Caxton) - medL. 
turchemannus (whence also F. trucheman, 
Sp. truchimán, It. turcimanno) — Arab. turja- 
man; cf. DRAGOMAN, TARGUM. 


trucial tri-fiol pert. to a truce regulating 
the relations of Arab sheiks to each other 
and to the British Government, 1876. f. 
TRUCE+-IAL, prob. after fiducial. 


truck! give in exchange xir (AncrR.); 
barter away XVII; pay otherwise than in 
money XIX. ME. trukie, later trukke —- AN. 
*truquer, OF. *troquer (reflected in medL. 
trocare)= Pr. trucar, Sp. trocar, of unkn. 
origin. Hence sb. (cf. AN. truke xiv) 
barter xvi; dealings, traffic XVII; payment 
in kind, goods supplied instead of wages. 
XVIII, 


truck? trak small solid wooden wheel or 
block xvii; wheeled vehicle for heavy 
weights XVIII. poss. shortening of next. 
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truckle tra-kl pulley, sheave; small roller 
or wheel under a bed, etc. xv; (short for 
t.-bed xv) low bed running on castors, usu. 
pushed under a high bed when not in use 
xvii. Late ME. trocle, trokel, trookyll 
— AN. trocle - L. trochlea—Gr. trokhilid, -eid 
sheaf of a pulley. Hence vb. toccupy a 
truckle-bed xv; yield obsequiously fo xvii. 


truculent tra:kjülont, trü-* marked by a 
hostile, merciless temper or behaviour. 
xvi. —L. truculentus, f. truc-, trux fierce, 
savage; see -ULENT. 


trudge trad3 Tbe off, depart; walk labo- 
riously xvi. Early forms also Ttredge, 
(dial.) tridge; of unkn. origin. 


trudgen tr4:dzgon hand-over-hand stroke 
in swimming familiarized by one John 
Trudgen about 1865. 


true tra steadfast; trustworthy OE.; con- 

sistent with fact XIII; real, genuine XIV. 
OE. geļtrīewe, trēowe, later trýwe (ME. 
trewe, truwe, tru) — OFris. tritiwe, trouwe, 
OS. triuwi, OHG. giltriuzwi (Du. getrouw, 
G. treu), ON. tryggr, Goth. triggws, f. the 
CGerm. sb. repr. by TRUCE. The sp. true 
dates from xv. 


truffle tra-fl underground (edible) fungus. 

xvi. prob. — Du. truffel, Ttruffele — F. trufle 
(now truffe), perh. to be referred ult. to 
popL. *tiéfera, for L. tiubera, pl. of tiber 
TUBER. 


truism tri-izm self-evident truth. XVIII 
(Swift). f. TRUE+-ISM. 


trull tral (arch.) drab, trollop; girl, 
wench, XVI. one of a group of nearly 
synon. sbs. having initial tr, as TROLLOP, 
TROT’, ttrug (xvi); cf. It. ttrucca, G. trulle, 
trolle. 


truLY? trüdi adv. of TRUE, OE. tréowli(e. 


trump! tramp (arch) trumpet. XIII 
(RGlouc.) ME. trompe - (O)F. trompe — 
Pr. tromba, trompa, Sp. trompa, Yt. tromba 
-OHQG. trumpa, trumba, ON. trumba, 
prob. of imit. origin. So trump vb. XIII 
(Cursor M.). — (O)F. tromper. 


trump? tramp card of a suit that ranks 
above all others xvi (Latimer); first-rate 
fellow xix. alt. of TRIUMPH, also used by 
Latimer in this sense and for an obs. catd- 
game; cf. the pun in Sh., ‘Ant. and Cleop.’ 
IV xii [xiv] 20. ‘She... has pack’d cards 
with Cesar and false played my glory 
Unto an enemy’s triumph’. Hence trump 
vb. put a trump on (a trick); fget in the 
way XVI; Tbring up or forward; get up 
unscrupulously xvii. 


trumpery tra‘mpori tfraud, trickery xv; 
trash, rubbish xvr; adj. paltry, trashy xvi. 
—(O)F. tromperie, f. tromper deceive, of 
unkn. origin; see -ERY. 


trumpet tra'mpit musical wind instru- 
ment of narrow bore, XIII. — (O)F. trompette, 
dim. of trompe TRUMP!; see -ET. Hence or 


-(O)F. trompeter trumpet vb. 
(Palsgr., Coverdale), tru: mpetzn! xv. 


truncated tr4:pkeitid having a part cut off. 
xv (her.)) —f. L. truncátus (whence prob. 
truncare), f. truncus TRUNK ; see -ATE?, -ED!., 
So truncA-TION. XVI. ~ late L. 


truncheon tra:xnfon  Tpiece broken off; 
Tfragment or shaft of a spear xiu; short 
thick staff; staff as symbol of authority xvi. 
— OF. tronchon (mod. tronçon), repr. Rom. 
*truncié(n-), f. L. truncus TRUNK. 


trundle tra:ndl small wheel, roller, or 
revolving disc. xvi. So vb. roll, bowl xvi. 
Earlier in trundle-tail curly-tailed dog (xv) 
and trundle-bed truckle-bed (xvi). The late 
and casual appearance of this form as com- 
pared with trendle (OE. trendel circular or 
spherical object) and trindle (early ME. 
trindel wheel), with which it makes a group 
related by vowel-gradation, involves diffi- 
culty in connecting it with OE. words con- 
taining u or its mutation y, as in trundulnis 
‘circuitus’, stntrundel, -tryndel round, tryn- 
deled ‘circurntectum’, healftryndel hemi- 
sphere; for the basic forms cf. TREND; see 
-LE!, 


XVI 


trunk trank A. main stem of a tree XV 
(Caxton); B. human or animal body xv; 
C. chest, box xv (Promp. Parv.); D. (assoc. 
partly with TRUMP?) Tpipe, tube; elephant’s 
proboscis xvi (Eden); T pl. trunk-hose xv1. 
Late ME. tron(c)k = (OJE. tronc, = Pr. 
tronc, Sp., It. tronco = L. truncus. comp. 
trunk-Hose (hist.) full bag-like breeches. 
XVII. 


trunnion tra‘njan each of a pair of 
gudgeons on a cannon XVII; each of a pair 
of similar supports xvin. = (O)F. trognon, 
of unkn. origin. 


truss tras bundle, pack ximr (AncrR.); 
(naut.) tackle or fitting for a yard XIII; 
(surg.) supporting appliance xvi. — OF. 
trusse, torse (mod. trousse) — Pr. trossa, Sp. 
troxa, perh. f. correl. obs. OF. trusser (mod. 
trousser), whence ME. trusse (xi), Pr. 
trossar ; Sp. troxar, of unkn. origin. 


trust trast confidence xim (AncrR.); 
reliability, fidelity xv; thing or person 
committed to one XVII; (short for t. company) 
body of traders controlling a business XIX. 
So vb. have confidence (in) xur. Of obscure 
history, the primary difficulty being the 
absence of OE. evidence; early ME. forms 
of sb., adj., and vb. are of five types: trust(e), 
beside triist(e), trist(e), trest(e), which corr. 
toa possible OE. *tryst, *trystan, and trost(e) 
which is presumably =- ON. traust help, 
support, confidence, traustr firm, strong, 
confident, with deriv. vb. treysta (whence 
ME. tratste); parallel forms are MLG., 
MDou. £rost (Du. troost), (O)HG. trést con- 
solation, Goth. trausti covenant, the forma- 
tion being ult. that of an abstr. noun on the 
base *tru- of TRUE, TROW. Hence tru-sty!. 
XIII (AncrR.). trustEE! XVII. 
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truth trüp quality of being true, Tfaith, 

loyalty OE.; something that is true xiv 
(PPl.. OE. :riewp, treowp corr. to OHG., 
triuwida, ON. (pl) trygüir plighted 
faith; f. TRUE; see -TH! and cf. TROTH. 
Hence tru-thrur! (of statements, etc.) XVI; 
(of persons) xvin; (of ideas, artistic or 
literary presentation, etc.) XIX. 


try trai A. examine and determine, esp. 
judicially xrrr (Cursor M.); TB. separate; 
C. test: attempt xiv: D. (naut.) lie to xvi. 
— OF. trier sift, pick out = Pr., Cat. triar, 
a Gallo-Rom. vb. of unkn. (perh. Gaulish) 
origin. Sense D. has been explained as ‘to 
attempt by a judicious balance of canvas 
to keep a ship’s bow to the sea’ (hence 
try'SAIL trai'seil, -səl XVII). 


trypanosoma tri:ponousou:mo genus of 
protozoa, species of which are parasitic in 
the blood. xix. modL,, f. Gr. trüpanon 
borer-4-sóma body. 


trypsin tripsin chief digestive ferment of 
the pancreatic juice. xix. perh. for *tripsin, 
f. Gr. tripsis rubbing, f. tríbein rub; so 
named because first obtained by rubbing 
down the pancreas with glycerin; see -IN. 

tryst trist, traist (chiefly Sc. before xix) 
mutual appointment to meet. xrv (Barbour). 
spec. use of ttrist, at first prob. extension of 
the sense ‘appointed station in hunting’, 
var. of tiristre —- OF. triste, tristre (cf. AL. 
trista, tristra XIt, perh. = ME. trist): see 
TRUST. 


tsar tsaz var. of CZAR. XVII. 





tsetse tse‘tsi dipterous insect Glossina 
morsitans. XIX. ‘Tswana (language of 
Bechuanaland). 


tuatara tūətā'rə large lizard having a 
dorsal row of spines. XIX. Maori, f. tua on 
the back + tara spine. 

tub tab open wooden vessel of staves and 
hoops xıv (Ch.); (orig. bathing tub) XVI; 
heavily-built boat; (joc.} pulpit (hence 
Ttubman, +tubpreacher, tub-thumper preacher 
in a tub) xvii. prob. of LDu. origin (cf. 
MLG., MDu. tubbe, also MFlem., Du. 
tobbe); ‘of unkn. origin. 


tuba tjü'bo brass wind instrument of bass 
pitch. x'x. It. - L. tuba war trumpet. 

tube tjüb hollow (cylindrical) body long in 
proportion to its diameter. XVII. — F. tube 
or L. £ubus, rel. to tuba (see prec.). 


tuber tjü'boar thickened portion of the 
underground stem of a plant. xvu. -L. 
tüber hump, swelling. So tubercrE tjü:borkl 
small rounded projection xvi; (path.) 
swelling or nodule xvii. = L. tūberculum, 
dim. of tuber. tube:rcular, tube:rcuLous 
XVIII. - modL. tuberculosis disease 
characterized by the formation of tubercles 
(tubercle-bacilli). xix. 


tuberose!  tjü'borous, (erron.) tjü'brouz 
liliaceous plant Polianthes tuberosa, having 
a tuberous root. xvir (Evelyn). - L. fem. 
of táberüsus (see next). 
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tuberosrE? tjü'borous tuberous. xvi. So 

tubero:siry. xvi. tu-berous of the form or 
nature of a tuber. xvii —F. tubéreux, or 
L. tüberósus. 


tubi- tjübi comb. form of L. tubus TUBE. 
So (erron.) tubo-. xix. 


tubule tjü:bjül small tubular structure. 
XVII. ~= L, tubulus, dim. of tubus TUBE. So 
tu'bulaR. XVII. 


tuck! tak fold or pleat of drapery xiv ; gather- 
ing of ends xvi ; hearty meal xix (hence tuck- 
shop pastry-cook’ s shop); f. tuck vb. pull or 
gather up; put up or away XIV; consume 

(food) xviii (also intr. tuck in XIX). = ~ MLG., 
MDu. tucken (= OHG. zucchen, G. zucken 
twitch, snatch), f. base of Germ. *teux- 
(cf. TUG). 


tuck? tak rapier. xvi. Early forms toke, 
tocke, touke, prob. = F. dial. étoc, OF., Pr. 
estoc = Ít. stocco, of Germ. origin (cf. G. 
stock stick). 


tuckahoe t4:-kohou (U.S.) N. Amer. name 
for the edible roots of various plants. xvir 
(Capt. Smith). Algonquian. 


tucker t4: kor piece of lace, etc. worn at the 
neck (cf. BIB). XVII. f. TUCK!, -ER}. 





tucket ta'kit flourish on a trumpet. xvi 
(Sh.). £. Ttuck beat the drum, sound on a 
trumpet. xiv. — ONF. toquer — Pr., Sp. 
tocar, Ít. toccare TOUCH; see -ET. 


«tude tjid suffix repr. F. -tude, L.. -tüdo, 
-tudin-, forming abstr. nouns on adjs., as 
altitude, aptitude, fortitude, gratitude, lati- 
tude, longitude, multitude, solitude, derived 
from L. either directly or through F.; 
attitude, decrepitude, and platitude show 
special features. 


Tudor tjü-dox Welsh surname T'ezdr as 
that of the line of English sovereigns from 
Henry VII to Elizabeth I, descended from 
Owen Tudor, who married the widow of 
Henry V. XVIII. 


Tuesday tjü:zdi third day of the week. OE. 
Tiwesdeg — OFris. &esdez, OHG. ziestag 
(G. dial. zzstig), ON. tysdagr, tyrsdagr ; f. g. 
of Tiw (= OHG. Zio, ON. Tyr, name of 
a Teutonic deity identified with Mars = 
Germ. *Tiwaz, cogn. with L. deus; see 
DIVINE!) + deg DAY; tr. L. dies Martis day of 
Mars (whence F. mardi, It. martedi). 


tufa tjü-fo (geol) porous stone. xvin. T It. 
tufa, local var. of tufo-late L. tófus, 
tophus. So tuff taf. xvi. =F. tuffe, tufe, 
tuf = It. tufo; cf. G. iuffstein. See TOPHUS. 


tuffet ta‘fit tuft or tussock. xvr. 
of next by substitution of -ET. 


tuft taft bunch as of hairs xrv (Ch.); clump 
XVI ; tassel on a cap, e.g. as worn by a titled 
undergraduate XVII. Earlier toft, presum- 
ably = OF. tofe, toffe (mod. touffe), of unkn. 
origin; for the parasitic f cf. draft, graft, 
vulgar "paragraft. 


prob. alt. 


Hh 


TUG 


TURBAN 





tug tag pull forcibly. xm (AncrR.). 
Earliest form togge, f. weak grade of 
Germ. *teuy- (repr. by OE. téon, OHG. 
ziohan, G. ziehen) draw, pull :- IE. *deu&- 
(repr. by L. dücere lead; cf. DUCT, DUKE). 
Hence sb. (chiefly pl.) chains, traces, studs, 
to maintain attachment, connexion, etc. 
XIII; act of pulling, or struggling xvi (tug of 
war, N. Lee 1677); (dial.) timber waggon 
XVIII; small powerful vessel for towing XIX. 


tuism tjü'zm use of the pronoun of the 
second person. XIX (Coleridge). f. L. tü 
THOU + -ISM, after egoism. 


tuition [tjuifən tguardianship, tutelage 
xv; instruction of a pupil xvr. -(OJ)F. 
tuition - L. tuitió(n-) protection (Cicero), f. 
tuéri look after; see -ITION. Cf. TUTOR. 


tulip tjū'lip bulbous plant of the liliaceous 
genus Tulipa, xvii (earlier in forms tulip(p)a, 
-ipan(t) xvi) - modL. tulipa, F. ttulipan, 
tulipe (cf. Sp. tulipan, Pg. tulipa, It. 
tulipano, Du. tulp, G. tulpe, Sw. tulpan, 
Da. tulipan, Russ. tyul pán)= Turk. tul(ij)band 
(now tülbend) - Pers. dulband TURBAN. First 
mentioned in W. Europe by Busbecq 
(c.1554), in Eng. by Lyte (1578) and Gerarde 
(1597); the expanded flower was thought to 
resemble a turban. 


tulle tjül, tul, |l fine silk bobbin-net. 
xix. F., named from Tulle, in Corrèze, 
France, where it was first made. 


tumble ta-mbl fdance with posturing; fall 
helplessly x111 ; cause to fall x1v. ME. tumbel, 
Sc. tummyll - MLG. tummelen — OHG. 
tumalón (G. tummeln), frequent. (see -LE?) f. 
base of OHG. tümön (MHG. tümen), tümalön 
(MHG. tümeln, G. taumeln); cf. OE. tumbian 
dance, MHG. tumben, ON. tumba tumble; 
the same base is the source of OF. tumer, 
tumber (now tomber fall), Sp. tumbar, and 
It. zomare and tombolare. Hence tu:mbler! 
tacrobat xIv (Rolle); lurcher xvr; variety of 
domestic pigeon xvii (so called from their 
action); footless goblet (made so as not to 
stand upright) xvr1 (later, barrel-shaped glass 
with solid bottom). 


tumbrel, -il ta:mbral instrument of pun- 
ishment identified with the cucking-stool 
XIV; tip-cart, dung-cart xv. ~ OF. tomb-, 
tumberel (mod. tombereau), in AL. tumb(e)- 
rellus, -um, f. tomber fall, see TUMBLE, -EL?. 


tumid tja-mid swollen. xvi. - L. tumidus, 
f. tumére swell; see -Iip. So tumour, U.S. 
tumor tjü:mori Tact of swelling, swollen 
condition; swollen part (now spec.) XVI. 
- L. tumor, ~ér-, f. tumére; see -OUR?, -OR?, 
Cf. TUMULT, TUMULUS. 


tummy tami alt. (partly euph.) of 


STOMACH; see ~Y°, 


tump tamp (local) mound, hillock., xvi 
(Nashe). Of unkn. origin. 


tum-tum ta'mtam XIX. imit. of strum- 
ming. Also tum-ti-tum, tum-tiddy-tum. 


tumult tja-malt commotion of a multitude 
xv (Lydg.); (gen.) disturbance xvi. ~ (O)F. 
tumulte or L. tumultus (cf. Skr. tumula 
tumult, noisy). So tumu-Ituary. xvi. 
= L. tumultudrius (of troops) raised hastily. 
tumultuous. xvi. - (O)F. or L. 


tumulus tjü'mjulos, pl. -li lai sepulchral 
mound, xvir. = L. tumulus, vel. to tumere 
swell. For the formation cf. CUMULUS. 


tun tan large cask OE. ; țtub, vat, etc. XIII; 
measure of wine, etc. equiv. to 4 hogsheads 
xv. OE. tunne, corr. to OFris., MLG., 
MDu. tunne, tonne (Du. ton), OHG. tunna 
(G. tonne), late ON. tunna = medL. tunna 
(whence F. tonne, etc., cf. TUNNEL), prob. 
of Gaulish origin. Hence tu-npisH (local) 
funnel. xiv. Cf. ToN!. 


tundra ta-ndra vast level treeless region of 
Russia. xiX. — Lappish. 


tune tjün T sound, tone; air, melody xiv 
(Trevisa); proper intonation or pitch xv. 
Late ME. tune, tewne, unexpl. var. of TONE. 
Cf. entune vb. (Ch.). 


tungsten ta:pston (min.) tcalcium tung- 
state; heavy steel-grey metal. xvim. — Sw. 
tungsten, f. tung heavy -- sten STONE. 


tunic tjü'nik body garment or coat of 
various kinds; (nat. hist.) sheath, integu- 
ment. XVII. ~ F. tunique or L. tunica. So 
tu-nicle +small tunic xiv; dalmatic xv. 
~ OF. tunicle (alt. of tunique) or L. tunicula, 
dim. of tunica; see -CLE. 


tunnel t4:nl Tftubular net for catching birds 
XV; fshaft, flue xvr; subterranean passage 
XVII. — OF. tonel (mod. tonneau tun, cask), 
f. tonne TUN ; see -EL?. 


tunny t4ni large edible sea-fish of the 
genus Orcynus. xvi. (Also early ton(n)y.) 
~(O)F. thon-Pr. ton = It. tonno :- L. 
thunnu-s- Gr. thünnos; the ending -y is 
unexpl. 


tup tap male sheep, ram. xiv. Chiefly 
north. and Sc.; in earliest use tope, toupe; 


of unkn. origin. 


tupelo ti-pelou N. Amer. tree of the genus 
Nyssa. xvir. Creek Indian ; ito tree, opilwa 
swamp. 


Tupi tipi (language of) a tribe and stock 
of S. Amer. Indians of Brazil xix. 
Tupi, ‘comrade’, Q The lingo geral, i.e. 
‘general language’, the commercial lan- 
guage used by Portuguese and Amazon 
Indians, is a debased form of this. 

tu quoque tjū kwou'kwi L. phr., ‘thou 
also’, used in retorting a charge. XVII. 

Turanian tjureiniən pert. to, member of, a 
people using an Ural-Altaic language. XVIII. 
f. Pers. Turān, applied )( Irān by Firdusi 
(c.1000) to the region beyond the Oxus; 
see -IAN, 

turban  t5ubon Eastern headdress of 


Muslim origin. xvi. Three main types are 
repr. by tolibant, tulipan, turban(t) - F. 
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Turk t3ik member of a numerous and 
extensive family of the human race of 
Central Asia and speaking languages be- 
longing to a branch (the Turkic) of the 
Ural-Altaic group; native of Turkey 
(Seljuk or Osmanli) xiv. transf. xvr. Of 
unkn. origin. Hence Turkic. xix. Turk- 
ISH! t3-akif pert. to Turkey or the Turks. 
xvl. repl tZurkes (xiv), Turkeys - OF, 
turqueis (mod. turquois) = Pr. turques, It. 
turchese, medL. T'urcensis. 


Ttolliban, Ttulban, Tturbant (mod. turban), 
It. Ttolibano, -ante, Sp., Pg., It. turbante - 
Turk. tiilbend ~ Pers. dulband. Cf. TULIP. 


turbary tàbori turf-land xiv; right to cut 
turf xvi. — AN. turberie, OF. tourberie 
(medL. turbaria), f. tourbe TURF: see -ARY. 


turbid tdibid thick with suspended 
matter ; also fig. xvii (Bacon). = L. turbidus, 
f. turba disturbance, crowd, beside turbé 
whirlwind, reel, whirl, spinning-top, perh. 
« Gr. turbé confusion, disorder: see -1D!. 

turbina! tSé-axbinol xvi, tu-rbinate?, 
-ateD' top-shaped. xvii. f. L. turbin-, turben, 
var. of turbd (see prec.). 


turbine t33bain rotary motor driven by 

water, air, or steam. XIX. ~ F. turbine 
(1824), stem of turbo (see prec.) comb. 
form turbo- t3-bou. xix. 


turbit t3ubit small variety of domestic 
pigeon. XVII. prob. f. L. turbó top, from its 
shape. Hence turbitrr-N?. xix. 


turbot t5bot large flat fish Rhombus 
maximus. XII (Havelok)  — OF. turbot 
- OSw. térnbut (= early mod. Eng. thorn- 
but), f. torn THORN-+ but BUTT®, 


turbulent t5-bjülont disorderly, unruly. 
xvi (Coverdale). — L. turbulentus, f. turbare 
disturb, agitate, turba; see TURBID, -ULENT. 


Turco t3-ikou Chilean bird Hylactes mega- 
podius; Zouave soldier. xix. - Sp., Pg., 
It. Turco Turk. 


Turcoman 3/th-skom®#n member of a 
branch of the Turkish race east of the Caspian 
Sea. XVI. ~ Pers. turkumdn (partly through 
medL. turcomannus, F. turcoman), f. turk 
‘TurK+ mdandan resemble. 


turd t3id (piece of) excrement. OF. tord = 
MDu. tort, torde (also in comps. OE. tord- 
wifel, tDu. tortwevel, ON. tordýfill ‘turd- 
weavil’, dung-beetle) :- Germ. *turdam :— 
IE. *drtom, pp. formation on *dr- *der- 
TEAR?; a mutated form is seen in OE. 
tyrdel (see -EL!, -LE), early mod. Eng. 
ee terdle, dial. treddle, truddle pellet of 
ung. 


tureen tjuri‘n deep table vessel with a lid. 
XVIII. Earlier forms terrene, -ine = F. terrine 
large circular flat-bottomed earthenware 
dish, sb. use of fem. of OF. terrin earthen 


¿= Rom. *iterrinus, f. L. terra earth; see 
TERRESTRIAL, -INE?. 


turf t3if sod of grass; greensward OF.; 


turkey törki +guinea-fowl; large gallina- 
ceous bird of American origin (genus 
Meleagris) xvr. The name of the country 
(the land of the Turks), first applied to the 
African bird prob. because it was orig. 
brought from New Guinea by the Portu- 
guese through Turkish dominions, and 
later applied to the American bird, to which 
it became restricted, and to which Meleagris, 
the name by which the guinea-fowl was 
known to the Greeks and Romans, was 
attached by Linnzus in his classification. 


Turkey t35uki land of the Turks (T. in 
Europe and T. in Asia). xiv (Ch.). - EF. 
Turquie, medL. Turchia, Turquia, £. Turc, 
Turcus ; cf. -v*. 


Turki tu:rki Turkish native, thorse. xvIII. 
~ Pers. turki, adj. formation. 


turmeric t3umorik (powder made from) 
the root-stock of the East Indian plant, used 
in curry powder, etc. ; curcuma. XVI. Early 
forms also tarmaret, tormarith, which 
appear to be =~ F. ferre mérite, modL. terra 
merita (XVI), perh. alt. of some native form; 
the ending shows assim. to -IC. 


turmoil t5:1moil tagitate, distress; +live 
or move in agitation ; (dial.) toil, drudge. xvr. 
The senses corr. to the transf. senses of 
MOIL, and, like these, are first recorded in 
pass. and refi. use. Hence tu-rmoil sb. 
agitation, commotion. XVI; of unkn. origin. 


turn t5in vb. of extensive sense-develop- 
ment the basic notions of which are rota- 
tion and deviation from a course, one of 
its earliest senses with reference to the 
operation of a lathe still remaining in 
use. ME. forms repr. early OE. tyrnan 
(viz. türne, terne, tyrne) were superseded 
by turne, terne, derived from OE. turnian, 
giving the] present form, and prob. rein- 
forced from OF. turner, torner (mod. 


slab of peat x111t (Havelok). OE. turf, corr., 
with variation of gender and declension, to 
OFris., OS. (Du.) turf (LG. torf, whence 
G. torf), OHG. zurba, zurf, ON. torf, torfa; 
CGerm. sb. (not in Gothic), f. *turb- 
(whence medL. turba, OF. tourbe; cf. 
TURBARY) :—- ÍE. *drbh-, the base of Skr. 
darbhá tuft of grass. 


turgid td-1d3id swollen, distended XVII; 
of inflated style xvii. — L. turgidus, f. turgēre 
swell; see -1p'. So ftu-rgENT. xv, tur- 
EE'SCENCE. XVII, -E'SCENT. XVIII. 


tourner) = Pr., Sp., Pg. tornar, It. tornare i= 
L. torndre, f. tornus lathe ~ Gr. tórnos 
lathe, circular movement (whence vb. tor- 
neúein), taken to be cogn. with L. terere 
rub (cf. TRITE, teres polished, smooth). 
Comp. tu:fnCOAT. XVI. tu-rnkEY one who 
has charge of keys. XVII. tu-rm-OUT action 
or manner of turning out. XVII. tu: rn-ovER 
person or thing that is turned over or trans- 
ferred xvii; tart of which one half of the 
paste is turned over the other XVIII; amount 
of business done, etc. XIX. tu'rnPIKE 
spiked barrier xv; barrier for collection of 
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toll xvii (t. road xvii). tucrnscREW screw- 
driver. XIX ; cf. F. zournevuis. tu:rnsriT dog 
or person kept to turn a roasting spit. XVI; 
cf. F. tourne-broche, whence tturnbroach 
(xv). tu-rnsrILE revolving gateway regulat- 
ing passage. XVII; earlier fturningstile 
(Cotgr.) tu rn-TABLE revolving platform 
Or disc, XIX, tu:rn-up part of a garment that 
is turned up XVII; card turned up XIX. 
Hence tu'rnER? one who fashions objects 
of wood, etc. ona lathe. xiv. — OF. tornere, 
-eor = late L, tornäātor, -ātōrem. turning- 
POINT point marked by change of procedure. 
XIX (1841, Keble), prob. modelled on G. 
wendepunkt. 





turnip té-mip (root of) Brassica Rapa, var. 
depressa. Xvi. Early forms turnepe (xvi- 
XVII), -nep (Xvi-x1x); the first el. is inde- 
terminable; the second is meep, OE. nà&p 
= L. näpus turnip, prob. of Mediterranean 
origin. 

turnsole tõ'ınsoul violet blue or purple 
colouring matter xIv; plant yielding this, 
the flowers of which face the sun XVI. 
~ (O)F. tournesole — Sp. tornasol, It. torna- 
sole, f. L. tornáàre TURN-|- s0] sun. 


turpentine t35'pontain orig. resin of the 
terebinth tree, (now) any oleoresin from 
a conifer. xIv. Forms ter(e)bentine, tur- 
bentyne, terpentine — OF. ter(e)bentine - L. 
ter(e)benthina (sc. résina resin), f. tere- 
binthus TEREBINTH ; see -INE}, 


turpeth t5:upep cathartic drug obtained 
from Ipomzea Turpethum. xiv. earlier 
turbit(h) - medL.  turbit(h)um, turpetum — 
Pers., Arab. turbid, -bed, whence also F. 
turbith, T -bit, Sp., Pg. turbit. 


turpitude td-1pitjad shameful character. 
xv (Caxton), ~ F. turpiiude or L. turpitidé, 
f. turpis base, disgraceful; see -TUDE. 


turps t5ips oil of turpentine. x1x. f. first 
syll. of TURPENTINE +- pl. ending -s used 
coll.; prob. workman’s colloq. 


turquoise t5'1koiz precious stone, of sky- 
blue to apple-green colour, found in Persia. 
xiv (revisa) Late MEE. turkeis, later 
turkes, turques (XV), turkoise, turquoise (XVI) 
= OF. turqueise, later -oise = Pr., Sp. 
turqueza, It. turchese, for pierre turqueise, etc. 
“Turkish stone’, so called from being first 
known in Turkestan or conveyed through 
Turkish dominions. 


turret tarit small tower. xIv (turet, 
touret). — OF. torete, tourete, dim. of tur, 
tor, tour TOWER; see -ET. 


turtle! t3-itl dove of the genus Turtur. 
OE. turtla m., turtle fem. = OHG. turtulo 
m., -ulafem., also turtulatiba (G. turteltaube) 
= MLG. torteldiive, MSw. turturdufva (so 
tu:rtlepove. x11); in OE. and ME. also 
turtur, in ME. turture partly - OF. turtre 
(mod. tourtre) or ON. turturi; all-L. 
turtur, of imit. origin (for change of v to I cf. 
PURPLE) Cf. Sumerian turturhu, Heb. tür. 
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turtle? t5-1tl marine tortoise. xviI. perh. 
alt. of F. tortue TORTOISE, but the existence 
of a var. turckle (Purchas) may point to a 
native (Bermudan) name. phr. turn t. 
(orig. tthe t.) capsize (x1x), with allusion to 
turning turtles over so as to incapacitate 
and capture them. 


Tuscan taskon Etruscan; pert. to Tuscany, 
region of Italy. xvi. — F. tuscan, It. toscano 
— L. T'uscanus, f. Tusci, pl. of Tuscus, called 
also Etrusci ; see -AN. 


tush taf (arch.) excl. of impatience or con- 
tempt. xv. Cf. rare Ttwish (xvi), PisH. 
Hence tu:shznv, coined by R. L. Stevenson 
for pseudo-arch. romantic literature. XIX. 


tusk task long-pointed tooth. ME. (xrir) 
metathetic alt. of OE. tux (var. of tusé, 
whence ME. tush, surviving dial. and as 
applied to Indian elephants) = OF ris. tusk, 
tosk; not certainly known outside the 
Anglo-Frisian area. If the vowel of the OE. 
word is long, of which there 1s no evidence, 
it may repr. *tunpsk-, f. *tunpus TOOTH. 


tussive ta'siv pert. to a cough. xix. f. L. 
tussis cough 4- -1VE. 


tussle tas] fpull or push roughly xv 
(Henryson); struggle vigorously xvir. perh, 
f. (dial.) touse (whence TOUSLE) = Fris. 
tüsen, MLG. tósen, OHG. erizüsen, zir|züson 
(G. zausen) ; see -LE*. 


tussock ta‘sok tuft of hair xvi; tuft or 
matted growth of grass, etc. XVII. contemp. 
with synon. (dial.) tusk (of unkn. origin), of 
which it is prob. an alt. form with assim. to 
-OCK. 


tussore ta4:sooi coarse brown silk. XVII 
(tessar, -ur). - Urdu - Hindi ta:sar (:— Skr. 
tasara) shuttle, assim. to salempore, etc. 


tut tat natural excl. of impatience, etc. 
xvi (Skelton). The front or palatal click, 
denoted otherwise by tchick, tck. @ Sc. 
toot, toots expresses mild expostulation. 


tutelage tjitoléd3 guardianship as of a 
ward. xvn. f. L. tütéla keeping, f. pp. stem 
of tuéri watch, look after; see -AGE. 5o 
tutelanv. xvi. —-L. zütélürius; cf. F. 
tutélaire. 

tutenag tji-tineg alloy of copper, zinc, 
and nickel. xvir (also too-, -aga, -agal). 
- Marathi tuttindg, said to be f. Skr. tuttha 
copper sulphate+ ndga tin, lead ; cf. Pg. tute- 
naga, F. toutenague. 


tutiorist tjü-Jiorist one who in cases of 
conscience favours the course of greater 
moralsafety. xix. f. L. tütior safer, compar. 
of tütus safe, pp. of tueri; see next and -IST. 


tutor tjü'tor Tguardian xiv (PPL, Wycl. 
Bible, Trevisa); one employed as an 
instructor, esp. of youth xiv (Trevisa); 
supervisor of an undergraduate XVII = ME. 
tutour = AN., OF. tutour (mod, tuteur), or L. 
tütor, agent-noun (see -TOR) f. tuéri look at 
or after, protect. Cf. TUITION. 
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tutsan ta‘tsan name of various plants to | tweedle twrdl make a succession of sounds 


which healing properties are attributed. xv. 
— AN. tiutsaine, F. toute-saine, f. toute, fem. 
of tout all, + saine, fem. of sain wholesome 
(see SANE). 


on a fiddle, etc. xvii. imit. of the sounds, 
combined playfully in tweedledum and 
tweedledee to indicate two rival musicians 
(XVIII). 


tutti tuti (mus.) direction that all per- | tween twin aphetic of Tatween or BETWEEN 


formers are to take part. xviir. It., pl. of 
tutto += L. tótus (see TOTAL). 


XIV. Hence twee: nv? between-maid (one 
assisting two others) xix. 


tutty tati crude oxide of zinc. xtv (£utie). tweet twit imit. of the twittering of a small 


- OF. tutie = Sp., Pg. tutia = medL. tutia 


bird. XIX. 


— Arab. tütiyá (prob. of alien origin). tweezers twi-zerz small pincers or nippers. 


tu whit tu whoo tumi‘t tumt: imit. of the 
call of an owl. xvi (Sh.). Cf. ttwyt (Lyly). 


tuxedo taksi-dou dinner-jacket. xix. f. name 


XVII. alt., by assoc. with nippers, pincers, 
pliers, or scissors, of Ttweezes, pl. of Ttweeze 
case of small instruments, aphetic of 
Tetweeze, repr. pl. of ÉTvr. 


of afashionable country club at Tuxedo Park, | twelve twelv 1 2, Xii. OE. twelf, inflected 


near New York. 


tuyere twi'jeo1 nozzle conveying blast. xvIII. 
— F. tuyére, f. tuyau pipe, prob. based ult. on 
an imit. *tüt. 

twaddle two:dl senseless or trifling talk. 
XVIII. Also twiddle-twaddle (xvii). alt. of 
twattle (xvir) and ttwitile-twattle (xvi); the 
corr. vb. (dial. twattle) is earlier (xvr) and 
varied formerly with ttwittle, itself alt. of 
tittle (see TITTLE-TATTLE); w of the altered 
forms is unexpl. 


twain twein (arch.) two. OE. twegen, corr. 
to OFris,, OS. twene, OHG. zwéne (G. 


arch. zeen) nom. and acc. m. of the 


twelfe = OF ris. twelef, twelf, tolef, OS. 
twelif, twilif, OHG. zwelif (MDu. twalef, 
Du. twaalf, G. zwölf), ON. tólf, Goth. 
tevalif (-lib); CGerm. prob. f. *twa- TWo+ 
*[;f- as in ELEVEN. Hence twe:-lvemo 12mo, 
XlImo, duodecimo. xix. So twelfrn? 
twelfp 12th. OE. twelfta = OFris. twi- 
l(i)fta, MDu. twalefde, OHG. zwelifto (Du. 
twaalfde, G. zwólfte), ON. tólfti, £. twelf, 
etc. ; the new formation with -the substituted 
for -ie appeared xiv and became general 
from xvi, though twelft, twelt survives dial. 
T. day, Epiphany, 12th day after Christmas 
Day. T. Night, night of this as time of 
merrymaking (whence ¢. cake, XVIII). 


numeral of which fem. and n. are repr. by | twenty twe nti 20, xx. OE. twentig = 


TWO. In ME. twein(e) became a secondary 
form of two, used following its sb.; its use 
in the marriage service of the Book of 
Common Prayer and in the A.V. of the 
Bible, and its convenience as a rhyme-word, 
have contributed to its retention in arch, 
lang. (phr. in t., into two parts, asunder xiv). 
twang twen sound produced by plucking 


string of bow, harp, etc. XVI; vocal sound 
modifed by passage through the nose; 


OFris. twintich, OS. twéntig, OHG. 
zweinzug (G., orig. dial., zwanzig); the first 
el. is obscure; cf. ON. tuttugu, Goth. 
twai tigjus; see -TY!. Hence twe-ntigTH 
20th. OE. twentigoba; cf. with other 
suffixes, late ME. twentiest (so O.Fris. 
twintigosta, MHG. zweinzigeste, G. zwan- 
zigste) ; Icel. tuttugasti, beside ON. tuttugti, 
tugtugti, twitugti, north, ME. twentiand 
(after ON. tuttugandi). 


a . > . a . . . $ . , 
individual or local pronunciation xvi. | twi- twai prefix meaning ‘two’, ‘twice’, 


imit., the fw- expressing the sound of |- 
plucking, the -ang resonance. 


twankay twæ'ņkei variety of green tea. 
XIX. — Chin. Tong (or Taung)ké or ~kei, dial. 
var. of Tunki or Tunchi name of two streams 
and a town in China. 


‘double’, ‘doubly’, OE. twi-, twy- (= OF ris. 
twi-, OHG. zwi-, ON. tví-; rel. to TWO). 
Of the 45 or so OE. comps. none survived 
exc. (arch.) tzeifold, (dial.) tzeibill two-edged 
axe, mattock, tzvi- being gen. repl. by two-, 
as twofold (ME. tzwafald x11, OE. twifeald), 
two-headed (OE. twihéafdode). 


twayblade twei-bleid orchidaceous plant | twice twais on two occasions XII ; two times 


of genus Listera (in U.S. Liparis), having 
two broad leaves springing from stem or 
root. xvi (Lyte, Gerarde). tr. medL. 
bifolium ; £. tway, clipped form of TWAIN-- 
BLADE. 


tweak twik pull with a twist or jerk. xvit 

(Holland, Sh.). prob. alt. of (dial.) twick, 
OE. twiccian — OHG. zwicchan, rel. to 
TWITCH. 


tweed twid twilled woollen cloth. xix. 
Trade name originating in an accidental 
misreading (by James Locke, a London 
merchant, as is alleged by some) of tweel or 
tweeled, Sc. forms of TWILL, TWILLED, 
assisted by assoc. with the river Tweed. 
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as much (as) xiv. Early ME. twiges (Peter- 
borough Chronicle, an. 1120), f. twige, 
earlier twig(e)a = OFris. twia, OS. tuuio 
(f. *twi- TWO)-+-es, -S. Cf. THRICE. 


twiddle twi-dl trifle xvi; turn about esp. 


with the fingers xvi. prob. intended to 
combine the notions of twirl and fiddle. 


twig! twig minor shoot of a tree or shrub. 


OE. (late Nhb.) twigge, obscurely rel. to 
twig, twi, corr. to ODa. tvige (Da. dial. 
tvege) fork (cf. Skr. dvikd consisting of 
two) and (with long vowel) MLG. twich 
(-g-), Du. twig, OHG. zwig (G. zweig); all 
based on Germ. *fwi- (:- IE. *dw:-); cf. 
TWAIN, TWIN, TWINE, TWO, 


TWIG 


twig? twig (sl.) look at, perceive XVIII; 
understand xix. Of unkn. origin, perh. an 
application of twig pull xvin (cf. tzwick, 
TWEAK). 


twilight twailait (period of) half light. xv 
(tiwilighting occurs late xiv). f. Twi-+ 
LIGHT}; cf. Du. ttweelicht, LG. twelecht 
(whence G. swielicht). 


twill twil woven fabric having parallel 
ridges. xiV. orig. north. and Sc. reduction 
of ttwilly, ME. tiwyle, OE. twilti = OHG. 
zwilth (G. zuillich), whence MLG., Du. 
zutlk, semi-tr. of L. bilic- (bilix) two- 
threaded, f. bi- B1- J- base of līcium thrum, 
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sense ‘discussion’ and ‘disagree’, ‘quarrel’ 
of LDu. twist, twisten, MHG., G. zwist is 
not found in Eng. 


twit twit find fault with, taunt. xvi. In 


earliest use twite, twight, aphetic of tatwrte, 
OE. zxtwitan reproach with, f. æt- from, 
away (denoting opposition) + witan (dial. 
wite) corr. to OFris. wita, OS. witan, OHG. 
wigan, ON. vita punish, Goth. -weitan 
(fraweitan avenge), rel. to OE. wite = 
OFris. wite, OS. wīti, OHG. wigzi, ON. 
viti punishment, based on a var. of *wit- 
know (see wiT), the development of sense 
being parallel to that of L. animadvertere 
‘observe, consider, censure, punish’. 


thread. @ The Sc. form is tweel; see 
TWEED. 


twin twin twofold, double OE.; in t£. 
brother, etc. xvi (Sh.); forming a pair XVI; 
sb. pl. two born at a birth. Late OE. twinn, 
earlier getwinn adj. and sb., corr. to ON. 
tuinnr, tvennr twofold, double :~ Germ. 
*twisnaz; cf. OE. getwisan, OS. gitwisan, 
MLG. twesen, LG. twéschen (pl. -s) twins, 
OHG. zwiniling (G. zwilling) twin, zwinal 
twin-born; IE. *dwisno- is repr. also by 
Lith. dvynt twins ; f. *dwi- Twi- (for forma- 
tive n cf. L. bini two each). 


twine twain thread of two or more strands. 
OE. twin, twigin linen = Du. twin twine, 
twist, f. Germ. *twi- TWI-, with n-formative 
as in OFris. twine, Goth. tweihnat two each, 
ON. tvinni twisted thread ; cf. rwin. Hence 
vb. xii (La5.). 


twinge twin’3 (dial) pinch, squeeze OE. ; 
(arch.) cause sharp pain to xvi. OE. 


twitch twitf pull or jerk sharply. First in 
toltwicche (xi1-x1iv) pull apart, corr. to LC. 
twikken, OHG. gizwickan, (M)HG. zwicken, 
f. Germ. *twik-, repr. also by OE. twiccian 
(dial. twick) pluck. 


twite twait species of linnet. xvi. imit. of 
the bird’s call. 


twitter twi-ter utter light tremulous notes, 
as a bird. xiv (Ch., Trevisa). imit. with 
-ER*; cf. OHG. zwizzirón, MEG. zwizzern 
(G. zzoitschern) and, with a different initial, 
Du. Rwetteren, Sw. qvittra, etc. 

twixt, 'twixt twikst (arch.) aphetic of 
Tatwixt, BETWIXT. XIII (Cursor M.). 

twizzle twi:zl (dial., colloq.) twirl, twiddle. 
XIX. alt. of TWIDDLE or dial. fwistle (xvit1), 
f. TWIST ; see -LE?. 

two tu 2, ii. OE. twà fem., twàá, tü n. — 
OF ris. twa, OS. twa, twó, n. twé, OHG. 
zwā, zwō, n. zwei (Du. twee, G. zwei), ON. 


twengan = MLG. twengen, OHG. zwengen, 
f. Germ. *twayg-, repr. by MHG. zwange 
tongs, zwangen pinch, OHG. szwangén. 
Hence sb. tpinch xvi; sharp wringing 
pain XVII. 


twink twink twink, blink xiv; (arch.) 
twinkle xvir. corr. to MHG. zwinken (cf. 
G. zwinkern blink, wink, twinkle), 


twinkle twi-nkl emit tremulous radiance 
OE. ; wink x11 (obs. exc. in arch. twinkling 
of an eye XIV R. Mannyng). OE. twinclian, 
f. base of TWINK; see -LE®. 


twirl tw4il spin rapidly xvr; twiddle (the 
thumbs) xviir. prob. alt. by assoc. with 
whirl, of ttirl (xvi), metathetic var. of TRILL. 


twist twist fA. divided object or part 
(band of a hinge, twig, junction of two parts 
in the body) xiv; B. cord of threads inter- 
twined xvI (of tobacco xvii); C. act of 
twisting, turning on an axis, or spinning 
XVI. Of complicated history; partly de- 
pendent on OE. twist, in comps. denoting 
a hinged or branched object, viz. candeltwist 
snuffers, maest twist mast rope, stay, yltwist 
bird-trap, and in place-names prob. denot- 
ing ‘fork’; presumably f. the base *fwis-, 
identical with that of TWIN, TWINE. So 
twist, vb. fdivide into branches; wring, 
wrench xiv; combine, unite (threads) xv. 
Of mixed origin; partly f. the sb. @ The 
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tveir m., tvær fem., tvau n., Goth. twai m., 
twos fem., twa n., cogn. with Skr. dwau m., 
dwe fem. and n., Gr. dúo (dō in dödeka 
twelve), L. duo m. and n., duz fem. (popL. 
*dui m., *dua n.), Lith. dà, OSl. dáva m., 
düvé fera. and n. (Russ. dva m. and n., dve 
fem.), Olr. dau, do, W. dau; YE. *d(u)wo(u) 
with various modifications (see also TWAIN, 
TWI-). comps. twO-FOLD consisting of two 
combined, xii. ME. twafald, repl. twifald, 
OE. iwyfeald. twoPENCE ta:pons. XVI (tup- 
pens) | twoPENNY ta:poni adj. xvi (Sc. 
tuapenny). 


-ty! ti final syll. of the tens. OE. -tig = 


OFris. -tSich, OS. -tig, OHG. -zug (Du. 
-tíg, G. -zig) ; ON. tigr and Goth. tigus are 
separate words, not suffixes (e.g. tveir tigir, 
twai tigjus twenty). Cf. Skr. dasdt-, Gr. dekds, 
-ad- (IE. *dekmt-) pECApE. @ Cardinal 
numbers in -ży were orig. construed as sbs. 
with g. pl., e.g. twentig wintra 20 years. 


-ty? ti suffix denoting state or condition; 


eatly ME. -ted, -te (X11), -tee, later -tie, -tye 
— (O)F. -té (AN. -tet, -ted, -teth) — Pr. -tat, 
-dat, Sp. -dad, Pg. -dade, It. -tà, Rum. -tae 
¿= L. -tátem, nom. -tàs; see also -IETY, -ITY. 
In OF. such types as bomitütem became 
disyllabic, viz. bontet BOUNTY, so that -tet 
(mod. -té) became the regular form of the 
suffix. Special cases are difficulty, faculty, 


TYCOON 


TZIGANE 





honesty, majesty, penalty, personality, pro- 
perty, shrievalty, sovereignty, subtlety; AN. 
-teth is repr. as late as xvi in plenteth PLENTY, 


and in Sc. boundith, dainteth, poortith 
(POVERTY). 
tycoon taiki-n foreigners’ title for the 


Shogun of Japan xix; (fig. sl.) business 
magnate xx. — Jap. taikun, f. Chin. ta great 
+ ktun prince. 


tyke taik dog, esp. cur, mongrel: ill. 
conditioned fellow xiv; in full Yorkshire t. 
Yorkshireman xvul. = ON. tik bitch (Norw. 
Hk bitch, vixen); cf. MLG. tike bitch; 
Germ. *tizōn, corr. to Gr. dial. diza goat 
(:- *digjd). 


tymp timp mouth of the hearth of a blast 
furnace. XVII, app. shortening of next. 


tympan timpən  Ttympanum  OE.; 
(typogr. in a printing press, frame for 
equalizing pressure xvI. OE. timpana and 
ME. timpan (in renderings of biblical pas- 
sages) — L. tympanum (see next) reinforced 
by (O)F. tympan = Sp., It. timpano. 


tympanites timpanai‘tiz (path.) distension 
of the abdomen by gas. xiv. late L. — Gr. 
tumpanités (Galen), f. tiimbanon TYMPANUM. 


tympanum ti:mponom drum, tambourine, 

etc.; ear-drum xvi. L.- Gr. fümpanon 
drum, f. nasalized var. of base of tüptein 
strike. 


tynwald ti:nwold, tain- annual convention 
in the Isle of Man. xv. —- ON. *pingwall-, 
stem of bingvollr, f. bing assembly, T'HiNG4- 
vollr field, level ground. @ Of the same 
origin are the place-names Tinzwald (Dum- 
friesshire), Dingwall (Ross-shire), Tingwall 
(Shetland). 


type taip emblem xv (Henryson); mark, 
stamp XVI; characteristic or representative 
form xvi1; block carrying a letter or figure 
used in printing XVIII. -—F. type or L. 
typus = Gr. túpos blow, impression, image, 
figure, f. base of tuptein strike, beat. comp. 
typewriter! tai‘praitter superseded type- 
writing machine, of equal date XIX. 
Hence type vb. use, make a copy of with, 
a typewriter. typIC tipik typical xvi 
(Donne). - F. typique - late L. typicus - Gr. 
tupikós, f. tipos. ty:DICAL of the nature of 
a type. xvii. — medL. typicdlis (Thomas 
Aquinas), f. typicus. ty:pirv. xvir (Wither, 
Sir T. Browne). ty:pisT tarpist fcompo- 
sitor; one who uses a typewriter. XIX. typo- 
GRAPHY taipo‘grafi printing. xvi1 (Evelyn). 
- F. typographie (xv1) or modL. typographia 
(Bernard of Verona 1:493), f. Gr. tüpos 
TYPE. tyDOGRA:PHICAL. XVI. - modL. typo-- 
GRAPHER printer. Xxvir (Sir T. Browne). . 
F. typographe or modL. typographus. 


-type taip repr. F. -fype, L. -typus, Gt. 
-tupos. f. tuptein (see prec.), as in antitype, 
archetype, electrotype, prototype, stereotype. 


typhlitis tiflaitis (path.) inflammation of 
the cecum. xix. - modL., f. Gr. tuphlón 
cecum, n. of tuphlds blind, used sb.; see 
-ITIS. 


typhoon  taifün cyclonic storm in the 
China seas. XVI. ~ Chinese tai fung, dial. 
vars. of ta big, féng wind: cf. G. taifun, 
teifun, F. typhon. Earlier Tiuffoon (xvi), 
identified in form with ftouffon (xvi), ttuffon 
(xv11) violent storm in India = Pg. tufão 
~- Hind. (- Arab.) tafán hurricane, tornado, 
beside which there was a contemp. T£yphon 
(xv1) - L. typhón — Gr. tüphón, rel. to táphein 
(see TYPHUS). 


typhus  taifos infectious fever. XVIIL 
— modL. zyphus (De Sauvages) — Gr. tüphos 
smoke, vapour, stupor, f. tüphein smoke. 
Hence typhoid tai:foid resembling typhus; 
applied spec. to a fever marked by intestinal 
inflammation and formerly supposed to be 
a variety of typhus. xvi. f. TYPHUS+-OID; 
cf. F. typhoide. 


tyranno- taitze-nou comb. form of Gr. 
türannos TYRANT, as in tyrannosaurus. 


tyrant taia‘iont absolute ruler; despotic 
ruler xur (RGlouc, Cursor M.) ME. 
Hra(u)nd, tirant, pl. tiraunz, also tyran - 
OF. tyrant, tiran (mod. tyran) = Pr. tiran, 
Sp. tirano, ït. tiranno = L. tyrannus = Gr. 
túrannos. (OF. tyrant is analogical after 
forms in -ANT.) So tyrannıc ti-, tairæ'nik. 
xv (Caxton). =(O)F. tyra'nnicaL. XVI; 
preceded by ttirannysh (Gower). tyran= 
nous tironos. XV. tyranny? tirəni. 
XIV. —(O)F. tyrannie — late L. tyrannia = 
Gr. turanníd. ty:rannizE. xv. ~(O)F. 
tyranniser. 


tyre!, tire taior Tcurved plating for the 
rim of a wheel xv; rim of metal forming a 
continuous hoop XVIII, later, endless cushion 
of rubber for the same purpose XIX. perh. 
a use of TIRE? (aphetic of ATTIRE). @ The 
sp. with y is now used in Great Britain. 


tyre? taie: (in India) curdled milk. xvir 
(Purchas). — Tamil tayir. 

Tyrian tirion pert. to Tyre, ancient 
Pheenician city on the Mediterranean, 
spec. of a purple or crimson dye obtained 
from molluscs. xvr. f. L. Tyrius, f. Tyrus 
Tyre; see -IAN. 

tyro see TIRO. 

tzar see TSAR, CZAR. 

tzigane tsigā'n Hungarian gipsy. xix. - F, 
tzigane (with tz of G. origin) - Magyar 
czigdny. 
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UBICATION 


ULLAGONE 





U 


ubication ;jübiker[on location. xvi. = 
medL. ubicátió(n-) (cf. Sp. ubicación, Pg. 
ubicagáo), f. ubicáre (cf. Sp. ubicarse be in 
a determinate place), f. L. ubi where — 
Umbrian pufe, Oscan puf = *guubi (cf. L. 
alicubi elsewhere, necubi nowhere), f. base of 
qui WHO, with loc. ending; see -ATION. So 
ubiety jubaiiti condition in respect of 
place - medL. ubietás. ubiquirv- jubi-- 
kwiti quality of being everywhere at one 
and the same time. xvi. —modL. ubiguitds 
(cf. F. ubiquité, Sp. ubicuidad), £. L. ubique 
everywhere, f. ubi 4- generalizing -que. 
Hence ubi-quitovs. xix, which was pre- 
ceded by ubiqua:RIAN. xvii. So ubi- 
quitA-RIAN. Xvit, ubi-quitanvy. xvi, f. or - 
modL. ubiquitürius (cf. F. ubiquitaire, Sp. 
ubiquitario). 
U-boat jü'bout German submarine. xx. 
—- G. U-boot, for unterseeboot ‘under-sea 
boat’. 


udal jü:del of lands held by an old pre- 

feudal form of freehold tenure. xvr 
(outhell, uthail, udall). Orkney and Shet- 
land form of ON. óðal, Norw. odal, odel, 
ODAL. 


udder a-:dez mammary glands in cattle, etc. 
OE. tider = OF ris., OS. der, MLG., MDu. 
der (Du. uter, uer), OHG. titer (G. euter) 
s= WüGerm. *üür-; cf. OFris. iáder, OS. 
ieder, MLG. jeder, jtidder, ON. (with un- 
expl. cons.-change) jigr, jur t: *euder; 
IE. *üdhr- is repr. by L. aber teat, udder, 
as adj. fertile, copious, Gr. oúthar, Skr. 
udhar. @ The OE. long vowel has been 
shortened as in adder, fodder. 

udometer  jüdo:mitor  raimn-gauge. -F. 
udométre, irreg. f. L. &dus damp; see 
-METER. 

ugh 4, u repr. of a cough XVIII; int. of 
disgust XIX. 

ugly ^gln  Tfrightful, horrible, terrible; 
morally offensive xii; physically offensive, 
repulsive to the eve xIv; causing offence or 
disquiet: hazardous, dangerous; cross, ill- 
tempered XVII. Appears first in northern 
and eastern texts; =ON. uggligry to be 
feared, f. ugga fear (whence dial. ug cause 
to fear, abhor X111); see -LY1. So u'gSsoME! 
horrible. xiv; chiefly north. dial. and Sc.; 
its literary currency in mod. times is prob. 
due to Scott. 

Ugrian (j)u:grion pert. to a Ural-Altaic 
people called Ugry by early Russ. writers ; 
see -IAN. XIX. comb. form U-gro- as ia 
Ugro- Finnish. 


uhlan Glen cavalryman, lancer in Con- 

tinental armies. XVII. ~F. ukllan, G. 
u(hMan - Pol. ufan, hulan (also in Czech, 
Russ., etc.) — Turk. oglan youth, servant (cf. 
ogul child). 


uitlander eitləndər in S. Africa, foreigner, 
alien. xix. Afrikaans, f. Du. uit ouT+ land 
LAND ; see -ER’, 


ukase ;jukers decree, orig. of Russian 
emperor. XVIII. =~ Russ. ukdz, f. ukazdt' 
show, order, decree. 


Ukrainian jukrei-nion, jukrai-nion pert. to 
the Ukraine, country of the U.S.S.R. XIX. 
f. Pol., Russ. Ukraina lit. border, frontier, 
marches, f. u- at, beside4-kraj edge, brink; 
see -IAN. 


ukulele  jükilei-li 
native name. 


Hawaiian guitar. XIX. 


-ular jülor repr. L. -ulàris (sometimes 
through FE. -ulaire), f. -ulus, -ula, -ulum 
-ULE+ -äris ~AR, as in L. populāris POPULAR, 
réguldris REGULAR, seeculdris SECULAR. Some 
adjs. function as if connected directly to 
the bases of derivs. in -ule, as granular, 
valvular, apprehended as f. grain, valve. 


ulcer a-lsor open sore. XIV. ~(O)F. ulcére or 
-L. ulcer-, nom. ulcus, rel. to Gr. hélkos 
wound, sore, Skr. drgas piles. So u-IceraTE?, 
xv, ulcera:TION. XIV; u-lcerous, xvI— L. 
ulcerát-, -àre, -átió(n-), -ósus. 


-ule jal suffix repr. F. -ule — L. -ulus, -ula, 
-ulum, as in capsula CAPSULE, globulus 
GLOBULE, grdnulum GRANULE. Some words 
in -ule that were temporarily current, e.g. 
tscrupule, gave way finally to earlier forms 
in -LE!; others, e.g. Tformule, to the orig. 
L. form. The corr. adjs. end in -ULAR, 
-ULOSE, -ULOUS. 


ulema ü:omo body of Muslim doctors in 
the law under the authority of the Sheik-ul- 
Islam xvii; one of these XIX. = Arab. 
(Turk., Pers.) eulemd, pl. of eálim learned, 
f. ealama know. So F. ouléma, uléma, 
Sp. ulema, etc. 


-ulent jülont repr. L. -ulentus, used to form 
adjs. usu. with the sense of ‘abounding in, 
full of’, as corpulentus CORPULENT, fraudu- 
lentus FRAUDULENT, opulentus OPULENT, 
pūrulentus PURULENT, truculentus TRUCU- 
LENT. Variants with o and 7 are repr. by 
violentus VIOLENT, pestilentus PESTILENT, 
somnolentus SOMNOLENT. 


ullage a‘lid3 amount by which a cask or 
bottle falls short of being full. xv (oylage, 
ulage). -— AN. ulliage (cf. AL. oillagium, 
eolagium, ullagium, oculagium) =: OF. ouil- 
lage, willage, Pr. ulhage, oulhage, f. OF. (also 
mod.) ouiller, eullier, œiller (cf. AL. ozllare) 
- Pr. ulhar, oulhar fill up (a barrel) :- Gallo- 
Rom. *oculàre, f. L. oculus EYE, used in the 
sense of bung-hole; see -AGE. 


ullagone a4logo:n cry of lamentation, XIX. 
- Ir. olagén, ologén, olagán, of imit. origin. 
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ULMIC 





ulmic a:‘Imik (chem.) derived from the 
bark of the elm. xix. = F. ulmique, f. L. 
ulmus ELM ; see -IC. 


ulna a‘Ino (anat.) larger inner bone of the 
fore-arm. XVI. - L. ulna Eit. So ulnaR. 
xvi. - modL. uinaàris. 


-ulose jülous adj. suffix repr. L. -ulósus, 
compounded of -ulus -ULE and -dsus -osEt 
and f. sbs. in -ulus, -ula, -ulum. Some Eng. 
formations are based on existing L. adjs., 
as calculose; others are analogical, as 
granulose. Forms in -ulose from the same 
bases as others in -ulous are usu. either older 
forms now repl. by the commoner -ulous or 
Jater forms differentiated for specific uses. 


-ulous ;jülos adj. suffix repr. L. -uldsus 
-ULOSE and -ulus; to the former belong 
crapulous, fabulous, meticulous, populous, 
scrupulous, to the latter bibulous, credulous, 
garrulous, sedulous. In a few instances L. 
adjs. of both types exist, as querulus, 
querulósus QUERULOUS, ridiculus, ridiculdsus 
RIDICULOUS. 


ulster a-‘Istor king-of-arms for Ireland xvi; 
long loose overcoat of rough cloth intro- 
duced by J. G. M°Gee & Co. of Belfast, 
capital of Ulster 1867 and thence called 
U. overcoat. Name of the most northerly 
province of Ireland, the earlier form of 
which was Ulvester (AN. Ulvestria, AL. 
Ulvestera, -tira) - ON. Ulfastir, also Ulaz- 
tir, Uladstir, f. Ir. Ulaidh men of Ulster; 
the el. -ster, which appears also in Leinster, 
Munster (Ir. Laighean, Mumha), is perh. to 
be referred to (O)Ir. tír land = L. terra (see 
TERRESTRIAL). Ultontan, the adj. of Ulster, 
is f. medL. Ultonia Ulster, f. Ult-, stem of 
Olr. Ulaid Ulster, whence also Anglo-Ir. 
TUltagh Ulsterman (xvi1). 


ulterior Altio:rior beyond what is imme- 
diate or present XVII; locally more remote 
xvi. —L. ulterior further, more distant, 
compar. of *ulter (cf. ULTRA and the rel. of 
inferior with infra) ; cf. F. ultérieur, etc. So 
ultimaTE! A'ltimot (of an end, stage, etc.) 
last, final. xvir = medL. ultimàtus, pp. of late 
L. ultimāre come to an end (Tertullian), 
f. L. ultimus, superl. of *ulter; see -ATE?. 
ultimatum  Altimeirtom final terms; final 
point, extreme limit. xvi. - modL., sb. use 
of n. of ultimátus; in the second sense 
ultimate was used earlier; the L. form is in 
gen. use in Continental langs. ultimo 
A'ltimou ton the last day xvi; of the last 
month xvii. abl. (sc. dié day or mense 
month) of ultimus. 


ultra a‘ltra extreme royalist or partisan of 
any sort. XIX. orig. used by Lady (Sydney) 
Morgan (1817) after F. ultra, short for 
ultra-royaliste (cf. next). 


ultra- A'tro prefix repr. L. ultrà beyond, 
rel. to ulterior, etc. (see above), occurring in 
L. ultrámundánus that is beyond the world 
or universe (cf. MUNDANE), medL. ultràá- 
marinus, -montanus  ULTRAMARINE, -MON- 


UMBER 


TANE ; in mod. use (from early xix) a living 
prefix denoting (1) prepositionally, sur- 
passing the limits of (the specified concept), 
as ultra-human, | ultra-fidian (Coleridge) 
going beyond mere faith; (2) adverbially, 
marked by an extreme degree of the quality 
denoted by the adj. qualified (this sense 
prob. originating by imitation of F. ultra- 
révolutionnaire, ultra-royaliste; (3) spec. in 
ultra-violet applied to the rays beyond the 
violet end of the visible spectrum ; so Fultra- 
red (XIX, now INFRA-red); (4) denoting 
instruments recording very minute mea- 
surements, as ultramicroscope. 


ultraism a:‘ltraizm extreme opinion. XIX. 
f. ULTRA+-ISM. So wltraist. Cf. G. ultra- 
1S5:HUS. 


ultramarine altramoeri‘n A, applied to a 
blue pigment obtained orig. from lapis 
lazuli xvr; B, situated beyond the sea XVII. 
In B=—It. toltramarino (mod. oltre-) in 
azzurro oltramarino ‘azure from overseas’ 
(cf. Sp., Pg. azul ultramarino), the substance 
being of foreign origin ; later assim. to medL. 
ultrámarinus (see ULTRA-, MARINE). 


ultramontane altramo-ntein (one) repre- 
senting the R.C. church beyond (i.e. north 
of) the Alps and so not favouring extreme 
views of papal authority xvi (Bacon); (orig. 
from the French point of view) pert. to the 
R.C. Church beyond (ie. south of) the 
Alps, (and hence) the Italian party favour- 
ing such views xvur. - medL. ultramon- 
tanus (whence also F. ultramontain, It. 
oltremontano, etc.); see ULTRA-, MOUNT}, 
-ANE!. 


ultroneous  Altrou:nios voluntary. XVII. 

f. L. ultróneus, f. L. ultró at a distance, 
moreover, into the bargain, of one's own 
accord, f. base of uls beyond, ulter (see 
ULTERIOR); for the ending cf, spontüneus 
SPONTANEOUS, idóneus. 


ululate 4ljüleit, jü-ljüleit howl. xvir f. 
pp. stem of L. ululave (whence F. ululer, 
etc.), of imit. origin; see -ATE?, So ulula:- 
TION. XVI. ~ obs. F. or late L. 


um om, m int. expressing hesitation or 
doubt. xvii. 


umbel 4:mbol (bot.) inflorescence in which 
the flowers are borne upon nearly equal 
pedicels springing from a common centre. 
Xv1 (Gerarde). — F. Tumbelle (mod. ombelle) 
or L. umbella sunshade, dim. of umbra 
shadow; see UMBRA. So umbellifer 
ambe:lifaz. xvit, umbelli-FEROUS. XVII - 
F. Tum-, ombellifre, raodL.. umbellifer. 


umber! 4:mbo:r grayling xv. -OF. 
umbre, (also mod.) ombre, orig. ombre de mer 
and de rivière = L. umbra UMBRA. 


umber? a:mboz kind of brown earth used 
as a pigment. xvi. — F. ombre or It. ombra 
(also terre d'ombre, terra di ombra 'shadow 
earth’), either identical with the words 
derived from L. umbra (cf. prec.) or from 
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UMBILICAL 





L. Umbra, fem. of Umber belonging to the 
ancient province of Umbria, Italy (cf. 
Umbrica creta ‘Umbrian chalk’, Pliny). 

umbilical a-mbilaik(s)1, Ambi‘lik(9)1 pert. to 
the navel, xvi. ~medL. umbilicdlis, f. L. 
umbilicus, f. base of UMBO 4- -[- deriv. + suffix 
*-iko-; see -ALI. 


umbles a'mblz. xv. var. of NUMBLES; in 
attrib. use umble-pie (XVII, Pepys); cf. 
HUMBLE-PIE. 


umbo a:mbou boss of a shield; round or 
conical projection. xviii. — L. umb6é; NAVEL. 


umbra a‘mbra phantom, ghost xvI; un- 
invited guest accompanying an invited one; 
(astron.) shadow (cf. PENUMBRA) XVII. = L. 
umbra shadow, shade, phantom, etc.; cf. 
UMBER? and ?, 


umbrage a'mbridz fshade, shadow xv 
(Lydg.) ; shade of trees, (hence) foliage XVI; 
Tshadowy appearance, semblance; tsus- 
picion, inkling, pretext; displeasure, re- 
sentment XVII. = OF. umbrage, (also mod.) 
ombrage = Pr. ombratge, It. ombraggio 
Rom. *umbrüticum, sb. use of n. of L. 
umbrüticus pert. to retirement or seclusion, 
f. umbra (see prec.). 'T'he last sense is first 
used in phr. give u. to, modelled on F. 
donner ombrage à make jealous or suspicious. 


Hence umbrageous Ambreidzos shady 
XVI; suspicious, jealous xvi.  - (OJF. 
ombrageux. 


umbratile a-mbrotail umbrageous XVI; 
shadowy, unsubstantial xvit. = L. umbrātilis 
keeping in the shade, secluded, f. umbra 
(cf. prec.) ; see -1LE and cf. F. ombratile, etc. 


umbre a'mbor African bird Scopus 
umbretta. xvin (Pennant) —F. ombre or 
L. umbra shade, after modL. umbretta, 
whence umbre-tte. xix. 


umbrella Ambrelo circular sunshade or 
portable protection against bad weather. 
xvii (also -ello) - It. ombrella, ombrello 
(whence F. ombrelle), dim. of ombra :—- L. 
umbra (shadow, shade), after umbella UM BEL. 
Q| late L. umbrella occurs in glosses. 


Umbrian a-mbrion pert. to Umbria, 
ancient province of Italy, or the Italic 
dialect spoken there. xvii (Holland). 


umlaut u-mlaut (philol.) change in the 
sound of a vowel due to partial assimilation 
to an adjacent sound. xix. G. (Klopstock 
1774; familiarized through Jacob Grimm’s 
‘Grammatik’ 1819, I. 9); £. um- about J- [aut 
sound (see LouD). Cf. ABLAUT. 


umph mf usu. HUMPH. XVI (umff), XVII- 
XVII (umh), xviir (umph). 


umpire a'mpaiər one who decides between 
disputants or arbitrators. xv (Lydg.). Late 
ME. owmpere, umpere, arising from mis- 
division of à noumpere, as an oumpere (cf. 
anoonpier . . . the seyd nounpier ‘Paston 
Letters’, an. 1424, and ADDER, APRON, 
AUGER); Tnoumpere (xiv-xv) — OF. no(uym- 


per, £. no(u)n- NON- ++ per PEER, i.e. a third 
man called in to decide between two. 
Hence as vb. xvi. Q For the development 
of é to i (whence aia) before r cf. BRIER’, 
FRIAR, QUIRE!, TIRE!. 


umpty a:mpti signaller’s sl. for ‘dash’ used 
in reading morse code messages; by assoc. 
with numerals in -Ty? used for an indefinite 
fairly large number; whence umpteen, 
after numerals in -TEEN. XX. 


umquhile a-mmail tsometimes xu (Peter- 
borough Chron.); (arch.) formerly, some- 
time xiv; adj. former, late xv. Sc. form of 
umwhile, repr. ult. OE. ymb(e) hwile, i.e. 
ymb(e) around, about, (of time) after, with 
cogns. in all Germ. langs. exc. Gothic, and 
rel. to AMPHI-, and acc., dat. of Awil time, 
WHILE. 


un! ən, n dial. survival of OE. hine, accus. 
of HE. XVII (hun, B. Jonson). 


un?, 'un on, n dial. and vulgar form of oNE; 
reduction of ón, but often sp. with an 
apostrophe as if for wun. 


uns! An OF, un- = OFris. un-, on-, oen-, 
(MD)Du. on-, OS. (LG.), (O)HG., Goth. un-, 
ON. w-, d-, corr. to Olr, in-, an-, L. in- IN-?, 
Gr. an-, a- A-*, AN-#, Arm. an-, Skr. an-, a- 
z= IE. *n-, gradation-var. of me not (see NE). 
This prefix, expressing negation or contra- 
diction, is capable of being compounded 
with adjs., advs., pples. 

It has been most frequently used with 
pples. and adjs., but there has been restric- 
tion with short simple adjs. (e.g. unblithe, 
unbold, unbroad, unfast, unglad, unslack, 
unstrong), there being usu. available simple 
forms with opposite positive meanings; 
but unclean, uneven, unmild, untrue, un- 
wise, etc. are of OE, date (some of them 
of Germ. extent), while unable, undue, un- 
easy, unjust, unlike, unsafe (Hooker, Sh.) 
are notable exx. of comps. with adjs. of 
alien origin. On the other hand derivs. 
from adjs. in -able, -al, -ant, -ar, -ary, -ent, 
-ful, -ible, -tc(al), -ish, -ive, -ous, -y are very 
numerous; uncomeatable (xvii, Congreve) 
and ungetatable (x1x) are notably elaborate 
formations, with an extreme case in Ben 
Jonson’s un-in-one-breath-utterable. Forma- 
tions with pples. appear freely from OE. 
times onwards. There are several comps. in 
common use of which the simplex is now 
obs. or rare, or not current in the relevant 
senses, as unbounded, undaunted, unfailing, 
unfeeling, ungainly, unmeaning, unprincipled, 
unruly, unsightly, unspeakable, untiring, un- 
trodden, unwieldy. Adjectives of certain 
types have not usu. been susceptible of the 
combination, as big, great, huge, vast, fat, 
fond, large, long, near, stupid, ugly, wrong; 
Keats’s untremendous is a fanciful coinage. 
Participles with pendent particles are freely 
used, e.g. uncalled-for, unreferred-to, un- 
thought-of. 

‘There are many parallel formations with 
IN-?, esp. in the earlier periods, e.g. inactive, 
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UN- 





inconstant, immeasurable, insatiable, beside 
unactive, unconstant, unmeasurable, unsa- 
tiable; moral, and its distinguishable nega- 
tives, immoral, unmoral, amoral, make an 
exceptional series. 

A pejorative sense (‘bad’, 'evil') of the 
prefix was exemplified in OE., e.g. un(ge)- 
weder bad or stormy weather (cf. G. 
unwetter, ungewitter), untid wrong time (cf. 
UNTIMELY), unwyrd misfortune ; it continued 
into ME. with limited currency, and sur- 
vived in Sc. dial. in a formation on an alien 
word, viz. unbeest wild beast, monster (XIII-— 
XIX), with which cf. G. untier. 

The stress is normally on the basic syll. 
exc. in attrib. use, e.g. unearned income, 
untold riches, or contrasted use, e.g. even and 
usneven patches. 


un-? an prefix expressing reversal or de- 
privation. OE. un-, on-, an- = OFris. und-, 
un(t), and-, on(t)-, OS. ant- (Du. ont-), 
OHG. ant-, int- (G. ent-), orig. identical 
with and- in OE. andswaru ANSWER, andlong 
ALONG?. Most of the OE. formations have 
a simple vb. as their base, as unbindan un- 
bind, undón UNDO, ungeocian unyoke, and 
denote reversal of the action; the few de- 
noting removal or deposition were increased 
later, as unfasten, unfix, unhorse (a rider), 
unlace, unnail, unsettle, unstitch, as also those 
denoting freedom or release, as unbosom, 
uncage, unearth, unhorse (a carriage), un- 
house, unsheathe, unsphere; from late XVI 
comps. denoting deprivation of a quality or 
status appear, as unchurch, unking, unman. 

The redundant use of the prefix is rare, 
the chief ex. being unloose (cf. OE. unliesan, 
ME. unlese), with dial. unbare, unrip (xvi), 
unstrip, etc. 

Both un-t and un-? may be repr. in such a 
pp. form as unsaddled, which may mean ‘not 
saddled or having a saddle’ or ‘removed 
from or deprived of a saddle’. 


una juno catboat. Name of the first boat 
of the kind brought from America to Eng- 
land in 1853. 


unable aneibl not able x1v (Wyclif, Gower); 
physically incapable xvi (in later use Sc.). f. 
UN-!+-ABLE, after (O)F. inhabile or L. in- 
habilis. 


unaneled  Anonrld not having received 
extreme unction. XVII (Sh. ‘Hamlet I v 77). 
f. UN-! + pp. of tanele (xtv), f. an- + tele 
anoint (f. OE. ele oiL), after OF. enuiler 
(mod. enhuiler), whence ME. anoil, enoil; 
see -EDI. 


unanimous junz:nimos of one mind or 
opinion. xvi. f. L. dünanimus, (late) 
tinanimis (whence tunanime freq. 1600-50), 
f. tints ONE + animus mind; see ANIMATE, 
-ous). So unani-mity xv. - (O)F. or L. 


una-nswerable tdiscrepant; not admitting 
of an answer; not responsible for. xvir. So 
una- nswerabLy? xvr. una‘rm XIV, un- 
armed XIII; see UN-!, UN-?; partly after 
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UNCLE 


(O)F. désarmer DISARM. unawares Ano- 
weo'iz Without being aware; without warn- 
ing. xvi (Coverdale). alt. of unwares (XII), 
var. of unware (x11), adv. f. OE. unwer = 
ON. tivarr; see UN-', AWARE, -S. So un- 
aware adv. xvi (Sh.); adj. xvir (Swift). 


unbeknown anbinou'n in adv. phr. u. to 


without the knowledge of. xvii. Hence, 
with -st (f. -s with parasitic ż), unbe- 
know'nst (dial. or vulgar). xix; earlier 
Tunknow:nst. 


unbend  4nbemnd relax XII; straighten 


XVII; free oneself from restraint XVIII. f. 
UN-!+ BEND vb. unbe- nding unyielding, 
inflexible xvir; remaining erect XVIII. f. 
UN-! + prp. of BEND (-ING?). unbloody 
anbla-di OE. (rare) unblédig ; spec. u. sacri- 
fice of the Eucharist. xvi. unbosom 
Anbu:zom disclose. xvi (Sh.). un-?; cf. 
Du. ontboezemen. unbou-nd OE. unbunden ; 
UN-!; cf. (M)Du. ongebonden, etc. un- 
bou-nded xvi (Florio). uN-!. unbri:dled 
xiv (Ch). un-'. unbroken anbrou-kn 
Xil (Cursor M.). uN-!; cf. (M)Du. onge- 
broken, (M)HG. ungebrochen. unbu-rden 
XVI. UN-3, 


uncanny Ankeni TÀ. malicious xvi; B. 


(dial.) careless, unreliable xvir; C. not safe 
to deal with xvin; D. of a mysterious or 
weird nature XIX. orig. Sc. and north. ; f. 
UN-!-++CANNY; sense D is of Eng. develop- 
ment, 


unchancy antfi-nsi (chiefly Sc.) ill-fated 


XVI; dangerous, unsafe xvi1t (Burns). UN-}. 
unchurch antf5-1t[ exclude from mem- 
bership of a church. xvir. UN-?. 


uncial a'nfiol A. pert. to an inch or an 


ounce xviI; B. (palæog.) after late L. 
unciales litteræ (Jerome, Prologue to ‘Job’), 
having the large rounded forms character- 
istic of early Gr. and L. manuscripts XVIII. 
= L. unciälis, f. uncia INCH!, OUNCE! ; see -AL!, 
Q For sense B cf. F. oncial (1587); the orig. 
application is obscure; in Jerome’s ‘un- 
cialibus, ut vulgo dicunt, litteris’ (the 
emendations initialibus and uncinalibus 
have been proposed). 


unciform  4:nsifoxn hook-shaped. xviir. 


- modL. unciformis, f. uncus hook (cf. Gr. 
ógkos and ANGLE?); see -FonM. So uncin- 
ATE? Ansineit hooked. xvin. - L. uncinátus, 
f. uncinus, f. uncus (see -1NE). 


uncle 4:nkl father’s or mother’s brother, 


aunt’s husband xim; one's u. pawnbroker 
(cf. Du. oom Jan ‘uncle John’) xviii. 
— AN. uncle, (O)F. oncle — Pr. oncle, 
avoncle, Rum. unchíu :- late L. aunculu-s 
uncle, for earlier avunculus maternal uncle 
(patruus being paternal uncle), dim. (see 
next) of *awon-, var. of the base of L. avus 
grandfather (t- *acwos), ava, avia grand- 
mother, which is repr. also by OPruss. 
awis, OSI. uj, Lith. avjnas, Arm. hav, W. 
ewythr, Bret. eonter uncle (‘= *awentér), 
ON. di great-grandfather, afi grandfather. 


“UNCLE 


@ Superseded ME. eme (whence the sur- 
name Eames), OE. éam = OF ris. ém, MLG., 
MDu. 6m (Du. oom), OHG. óheim :- Germ. 
*azu xaimaz, the first el. of which contains 
the same base. 


-uncle ankl suffix repr. OF. -uncle, and its 

source, L. -unculus, -uncula, a comp. form 
with -ulus, -ula, -ULE, on -unc- (as in 
homuncioó little man); see CARBUNCLE, 
PEDUNCLE. Also -uncule in homuncule; cf. 
RANUNCULUS. 


unco a‘'nké adj. strange, unusual xv (un- 
cow); remarkable, great xviii; adv. ex- 
tremely (esp. in the unco guid ‘the rigidly 
righteous’, Burns) xvi. north. and Sc. 
clipped form of UNCOUTH; cf. UNKID. 


uncomeatable ankamæ'təbl inaccessible. 
xvl1 (-zble, Congreve). Cf. UNGETATABLE. 

‘A low, corrupt word’ (J.). uncon- 
scionable anko:nfanobl not conscientious ; 
not reasonable, unreasonably great, etc. 
XVI. UN-1, unconscious. XVIII. UN-}, 
uncouple anka-pl release (dogs) from the 
leash xiv; disconnect xvi. f. UN-?-+- 
COUPLE, after (O)F. découpler; cf. (M)Du. 
ont-koppelen. 


uncouth anki-b funknown; funfamiliar; 
(dial) unusual OE.; Tunfrequented; un- 
comely, awkward xvi. OE. uncith = MDu. 
oncont (Du. onkond), OHG. unkund, ON. 
ühkunnr, Goth. unkunps ; CGerm. f. un-?-|- 
pp. of *kunnan know (see cAN?). Cf. UNCO, 
UNKID. 


uncover anka'var lay open. xur (Cursor 
M.). uN-?; cf. (O)F. découvrir DISCOVER. 


unction a‘nkfan <A. anointing as a rite or 
symbol xiv (Trevisa) ; B. (after 1 John ii 20 
and 'spiritalis unctio’ of the hymn ‘Veni, 
Creator Spiritus) spiritual influence xiv 
(Wycl. Bible); spiritual feeling xvii; C. 
lubrication, ointment XVI. — L. unctió(n-), 
f. unct-, pp. stem of ung(u)ere ; see UNGUENT, 
-TION. (Cf. (O)F. onction, Sp. uncidn, It. 
unzione.) So umcTuous a‘nktjuas greasy, 
oily xiv (Trevisa); fat, rich xv. - medL. 
unctuüsus, f. L. unctus unction. 


undaunted 4ndó'ntid Tuntamed xv; t(Sc.) 
unrestrained xv1; not discouraged xvi. 


undee, undy  4ndi (her.) wavy. XIV 
(ounde), xv1 (unde). — OF. undé (mod. onde), 
f. unde, onde wave; see UNDULATION, -Y?. 
@ Undated, f. medL. undátus, was also used 
XV-XVI. 


under andər adv. and prep. )( above, over. 
OE. under — OFris. under, OS. undar (Du. 
onder), OHG. untar (G. unter), ON. undir, 
Goth.  undar:- CGerm.  *unGer- = JE. 
*ndhero-, compar. formation (cf. Skr. 
ádharas adj. lower, adhás below, Av. aaro, 
L. inferus lower, Skr. adhamds, L. infimus 
lowest). Hence u-nderMost. XVI. 


under- 4:ndoi prefix!', repr. OE. under-, 
comb. form of UNDER adv. and prep. — OS. 
undar-, etc. (see prec.) denoting lower or 


UNDERN 


inferior position or locality, status or 
rank; defect, or insufficiency; sometimes 
rendering (O)F. sous-, L. sub-, subter-, 
subtus-; in numerous OE. applications, 
which, however, often cease to be commonly 
repr. until xvi or later. 


under- 4 ndo:r prefix? originating in the 
coalescence of UNDER prep. with a following 
sb., the resulting comp. forming an adj. or 
adv., e.g. underfoot (XII), UNDERGROUND 
(xvi), UNDERHAND, undersea (XVII). 


undergo 4ndoigou: pt. -we:nt, pp. -go:ne 
Tundermine OE.; Tpass under; endure, 
submit to XIII ; experience XVI (Sh., Milton). 
Late OE. undergán (with Germ. cogns.); 
cf. L. subire (F. subir). 


undergraduate andoigre-djuat student in 
statu pupillari at a university. xvii (Laud); 
shortened to undergra:d (xix). Hence 
irreg. wndergradurz' rre (xx). 


underground (with varying str.) adv. xvi; 
adj. XVII. UNDER-?, 


underhand andərhæ'nd adv., as attrib. 
adj. a'ndarhænd, secret(ly), covert(ly). XVI. 
f. UNDERd- HAND ; cf. OF. adv. phr. à or 
par sous main, Du. onderhandsch adj., Da. 
underhaanden adv. Q Under hand occurs in 
OE. and ME. in several senses unconnected 
with the modern use. 


underhung .ndoihag having the lower 
jaw projecting beyond the upper. xvi. f. 
UNDER + hung, pp. of HANG. 


underlay: place beneath, support. OE. 
underleégan = (M)Du. onderleggen, etc.; see 
UNDER-!, LAY}. 


underlie: tbe subject to; submit to OE.; 
subtend xvi; form a basis to xix. OE. 
underliégan = (M)Du. onderliggen, etc. See 
UNDER-!, LIE!, 


underling 4:ndoxin subordinate. xir. f. 
UNDER (in the sense 'in a state of subjec- 
tion") 3- -LING!, 


undermine andaimai-:n mine beneath xiv; 

overthrow by underhand means xv. f. 
UNDER+ MINE’, prob. after MDu. onder- 
mineren (cf. Du. ondermijnen). 


undern 4 ndomn Tthird hour of the day OE. ; 
Tmidday (OE.), xit1; (dial) afternoon or 
evening XV; (dial.) light meal taken in the 
afternoon xvii. OE. undern -— OFris. un- 
dern, -en, OS. undorn, -ern, OHG. untorn, 
-arn (Du. dial. onder, G. dial. untern, undern, 
unnern), ON. undorn, -arn, Goth. undaurn- 
in undaurni|mats dptorov ; CGerm. formation 
meaning ‘morning’ or ‘midday’, prob. f. 
UNDER in the sense of ‘between’ (for the 
formation cf. L. inter|nus INTERNAL). OE. 
&r undern before midday, in the morning, 
ME. erunder, survived dial. as earnder, 
eender, yeender forenoon, and OE. ofer 
undern after midday, in the afternoon, as 
orndorn, ournder. 
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UNDERNEATH 


UNGETATABLE 





underneath  Andomrp prep. beneath, 
below ; adv. down below. OE. underneopan, 
f. UNDER-- 2eopan (see BENEATH) ; cf. ODa. 
underneden. 


understand andoirste-nd grasp or know the 
meaning (or the fact) of OE. ; recognize as 
present or implied xvi. OE. understandan — 
OFris. understonda, Olcel. (as a foreign 
word) undirstanda; cf. MLG. understan 


understand, step under, MDu. onderstaen | yndoubted 


(Du. -staan), MHG. understün, -stén (G. 
unterstehen), and with another prefix, OE. 


OE.; T C. expound xur. OE. undón = 
OFris. un(d)dua, (M)Du. ontdoen, OHG. 
intuon; see UN-?, po'. The absence of evi- 
dence in XVIII for sense À suggests that it 
came into present literary use through Scott, 
from whom the earliest exx. are recorded in 
xix. Hence undone anda'n ruined, 
destroyed xiv; chiefly predic., but current 
XVII-XVIII in attrib. use. 


Andau:tid xv; UN-l, pp. of 
povBT. Hence undow'btedLy?. xv. 


forstandan, OS. farstandan, OH. firstantan, | wndress!, undre:ss partial or informal 


MHG. verstàn, -stén (G. verstehen), MDu. 
verstaen (Du. -staan). Hence under- 
sta:ndiNG! intellect, intelligence. xr. late 


dress. XVII. UN-!-++DREss sb. So undre:ssed 
not dressed, trimmed, clothed xv. 


‘ss? div 2 
OE. (te Ls inteligentia: ct Mow: undir- | CROIRE divest of es, SVE) ENE 
standning, Icel. undirstadning); (pl.; joc. sl. | undue andjū', 4:ndjü not owing; improper, 


or colloq.) footwear; legs, feet x1x. @ In 
XV—XVI three forms of the pp. were current, 
understanden, understand(e), understanded, 
the last of which occurs in no. xxxv of the 
'Thirty-nine Articles of Religion (1563) and 


unseasonable xiv (Trevisa); excessive XVI. 
f. UN-! 4- DUE, after (O)F. indá, L. indébitus. 
So unDU'LY. XIV ; after (O)F. indüment, Tnon 
deuement (both xtv). 


: : bye n . *u . . . ; 
is echoed in mod. writing ('understanded of undulate A:ndjüleit move in or as in waves 


the people’); pp. understood appears after 
1550. For a similar use of a comp. of the 


vb. ‘stand’ cf. Gr. epistdnat understand, 
know. 


understrapper a:ndoistreper underling, 
subordinate. XVIII. f. UNDER-!+(prob.) 


XVH. f. pp. stem of L. undulüre (whence 
F. onduler, Sp. undular, It. ondulare) ; cf. 
L. unduldtus waved, f. late L. undula, dim. 
of unda wave; see WATER, ~ULE, -ATE®. So 
undula:TIion xvi (Sir T. Browne, Evelyn). 
umndulatonv?. xvii ; cf. F. ondulatoire, etc. 


strapper in dial. sense of ‘labourer’ or ‘one undy see UNDEE. 
who grooms a horse' (cf. STRAP). undying Andaiig immortal. xir (vadetand, 


undertake andastei-k  Tfentrap xir (Orm); 
Taccept, receive; take in hand, take in 
charge Xi11; Tcommit oneself xiv; become 
surety for XVI. f. UNDER-! -- TAKE ; cf. OSw. 
undertake; superseded OE. underfon, ME. 
underfo, -fong (see FANG), and underniman 
(see NIM), ME. undernime, which survived 
till xv. Hence u-ndertaker! thelper; one 
who undertakes a task xIv; contractor, now 
only for funeral-undertaker xvir. under- 
ta-kinc! tenterprise; pledge, promise. XIV. 


u-ndertone low or subdued tone; under- 
current of feeling, etc. XIX., f. UNDER-!-- 
TONE. 


underwrite andətrait write underneath 
xIv (in pp.); tsubscribe (a document) XVI; 
spec. (a policy of insurance) xvir (hence 
underwriter). f. uNpER-i; tr. L. sub- 
scribere SUBSCRIBE (cf. rare OE. underwritan; 
Du. onderschrijven, G. unterschreiben). 


undies andiz (colloq.) pl. women’s under- 
garments. XX. f. under- in UNDERCLOTHES, 
UNDERWEAR, etc., with pl. of -v$ as in 
frillies (x1x). Cf. unders xvu1t (Fielding). 


undine andin water-nymph. xix, (also 
ondine)  - modL. undina, also undena 
(Paracelsus ‘De Nymphis, etc.’, Works 
1658 II 391), f. unda wave; see WATER; 
-INE!; whence also F. ondine, G. undine. 
@ Familiarized by F. H. K. de la Motte 
Fouqué’s romance ‘Undine’ (1811). 


Cursor M.), uN-1, prp. of DIEL, 


unearth  Anóup exhume xv; expel (an 


animal) from its earth Xvir; (fig.) bring to 
light xix. f. UN-? 4- EARTH sb., partly after 
(O)F. déterrer. uneasy anizi marked by 
discomfort. xII (S. Eng. Leg... Uw-!. 
uneath ani'p (arch.) with difficulty ; hardly, 
scarcely. OE. unéape, f. un- uwN-! + gape 
easily (corr. to OS. dd0, OHG. ódo, ON. 
auü-) unemployment anémploi-mont. 
XIX; superseded contemp. unemploy. 
unending ane'ndiy interminable, ever- 
lasting. XVIL f. UN-!-4-prp. of END vb. 
unequal. xvi; earlier tunegall. uneven 
anivn. OE. unefen; CGerm. (exc. Gothic); 
see UN-l, EVEN?, unfailing. xiv. umw-!. 
unfa-sten. xI(AncrR.). UN-*. unfeeling 
Anfrlin. OE. unfelende ; UN-!, prp. of FEEL vb. 
unfit xvi. uN-l unfitting. xvi. UN-!; 
superseded earlier and common tunsitting 
xiv (Ch., Gower). unfi:x xvi (Sh.). -un?. 
unfold anfou:ld open the folds of; disclose. 
OE. unfealdan; see UN-?, FOLD?, and cf. 
(M)Du. ontvouden, G. entfalten. unfre- 
que-nted. xvr (Sh.). uN-!. unfrock 4nfro-k 
degrade (cleric). xvir (Milton), f. uN-?+ 
FROCK, partly after F. défroquer (xv). un- 
gainly Angernli clumsy, awkward. XVII 
(Cotgr.). f. uN-1-+(dial.) gainly, after un- 
gain (dial.) not straight; inconvenient (xv) 
—- ON. úgegn, f. ú- UN-'-+gegn (cf. AGAIN); 
see -LY!, 


undo andi: A. unfasten; B. annul, make of | ungetatable angetz:tobl unapproachable. 


no effect; bring to nought, destroy, ruin 
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XIX. Cf. UNCOMEATABLE. 


UNGODLY 


ungodly ango-dli irreligious, wicked. xvi 
(Tindale), un-1; cf. Du. ongoddelijk, G. 
ungéttlich. 


unguent a'nguont ointment, salve. XV. 
— L. unguentum, f. unguere anoint, rel. to 
Skr. anákti anoints, aktás anointed, OPruss. 
anktan, OIr. imb, W. ymenyn, Bret. amann, 
OHG. ancho butter. 


ungulate a-ngjileit hoof-shaped, hoofed. 
xix. — late L. ungulatus, f. ungula claw, hoof, 
f. unguis NAIL; see -ULE, -ATE?, 


unhand anhe-nd take the hand(s) off. 
XVII (Sh.). f. uN-?-- HAND sb. 


unhandy anhe-ndi not easy to handle; 
lacking in dexterity. XVII. UN-!. 


unhappy anhæ'pi ‘tcausing misfortune 

XIII (Cursor M.); unfortunate, ill-fated, 
(later) wretched in mind, marked by mis- 
fortune xIv. f. tunhap misfortune, mishap 
(xui, AncrR.)) - ON. úhapp, f. ú- UN-!+ 
happ nHAP sb. ; see -v!. 


unhi‘nge. xvii. UN-*. unhorse. xiv 
(Gower) uN-?*. unhou:se. xiv. UN-?; cf. 
MDu., MLG. onthusen. 


uni- jū'ni repr. L. üni-, comb. form of L. 
ünus ONE, a single, repr. by only a few words 
before or during the classical period, freely 
used in XIX in techn. terms, to some extent 
modelled on its Gr. homologue MONO-. 


Uniat, -ate jü'ni&t (pert. to) a member of 
an Orthodox Eastern church in communion 
with the R.C.Ch. xix.- Russ. unat, f. 
unija = L. ūmö UNION. 


unicameral! -kæ-mərəl consisting of one 
CHAMBER. XIX. UNI-+CAMERA-+-AL}, 


unicorn jū'nikõın fabulous one-horned 
equine beast XIII; carriage drawn by three 
horses arranged one and two xvitr.. —- (O)F. 
unicorne — L. unicornis one-horned, (Vulg.) 
unicorn,f. nus ONE-+ cornii HORN, rendering 
Gr. monókerós (f. mónos only, kéras HORN). 


uniform ;jü:nifuin of one or the same 
form xvI (Palsgr.); sb. (after F.) distinctive 
uniform dress xvi.  —-(O)F. unzforme 
(= Sp., Pg., It. uniforme) or L. üniformis, f. 
ünus UNI-+forma FORM. So unifo'rmırTy, 
xv (of importance in English history because 
of the three acts of uniformity of 1549, 
1559, and 1662, concerning conformity in 
respect of religious practice). — (O)F. or late 
L.; hence umiformita:xRiAN one who 
believes that geological phenomena take 
place continuously and with uniformity. xix 
(Whewell). 


unify jü:nifai make one. xvi. -(O)F. 
unifier or late L. iintficdre; see UNI-, -FY. 
So u:nificA-TION. XIX. 


unilateral jünile-toroal pert. to one side 
only. xix. f. UNI--LATERAL ; cf. F. 


union jü'nion, jü:njon act or fact of uniting 
or being united xv; body of units joined 
together xvI1; textile fabric composed of 


UNIVERSAL 


two or more materials XIX; short for various 
combs., as U. flag, U. jack XVIII, u. house 
poor-house or workhouse of a union of 
parishes under the Poor Laws xix. - (O)F. 
union or ecclL. &nió(n-) the number one, 
unity, f. ünus ONE; see -ION. U. flag, 
national flag introduced to symbolize the 
union of the crowns of England and Scot- 
land xvir; u. jack, orig. small union flag 
flown as a jack (see JACK?) xvii. Hence 
u:nionisM. xix, u-nionisT one who favours 
the formation or maintenance of a union 
XVIII; in British politics, relating to the 
maintenance of parliamentary union between 
Great Britain and Ireland xix. 


unique junrk of which there is only one; 
unparalleled. xvii (also Tunic, Tunick). — F. 
unique, tunic m. L. timicus one and only, 
alone of its kind (whence also Sp., It. unico), 
f. ànus ONE; see -1C. €| Reintroduced at the 
end of XVIII; 'an affected and useless term 
of modern times' (Todd 1818). 


unison jünison, -zon (mus.) identity of 
pitch xvi; exact agreement. XVII. — (O)F. 
unison (mod. unisson) or late L. iinisonus of the 
same sound, f. nus ONE+ sonus SOUND®, (For 
onysoune in York Mystery Plays xxv 262 read 
vrysoune ORISON.) So unisonovus yuni- 
sonos). XVIII. 


unit ji-:nit (math.) indivisible whole re- 


garded as the base of number xvi; single 
individual xvii; quantity serving as a 
standard of measurement xvin. f. L. ünus 
ONE, prob. after d;git. Introduced by John 
Dee (1570): ‘Note the worde, Vnit, to 
expresse the Greke Monas, and not Vnitie: 
as we haue all, commonly, till now, vsed’ 
(Preface to Billingsley's Euclid *1ij margin). 


unitarian jünitceo:rion one who affirms the 
unipersonality of the Godhead. xvir. 
f. modL. ánitàrius (xvi), f. L. initàs UNITY ; 
see -ARIAN and cf. TRINITARIAN. 


unite junait trans. make one xv; intr. form 
one (with) xvii (Sh., Milton). f. ünit-, pp. 
stem of L. ünire join together, f. inus ONE. 
(The earlier tune and contemp. tuny had 
considerable currency; perh. after OF. 
unier, (O)F. unir.) So unırY jū'niti factor 
condition of being one xir (Cursor M.); 
TuNIT XV; the number one XV1; in dramatic 
composition XVII (Dryden). —(O)F. unité 
(cf. Sp. unidad, It. unita)-L. ünitās 
(Varro, after Gr. évórgs). 


universal jdnivs-1sol comprehending the 
whole xiv (Ch.); pert. to the universe xiv 
(Gower); of the Church Catholic, forming 
a whole xv; widely learned or accomplished ; 
(logic) pert. to the whole of a class or genus; 
also sb. xvi. - OF. umiversal (mod. -el) 
or L. üniversalis, f. ániversus; see next and 
-ALi, So universa. lirvy. xiv (once by Ch., 
thereafter not evidenced till xvr) - (O)F. or 
late L. (Boethius). universally. xiv 
(Trevisa); cf. late L. üniversaliter. uni- 
ve:rsalisM. XIX, -1ST. XVII. 
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UNIVERSE 


universe jü'nivais A. fin u. (L. in uni- 
versum) universally xrv (Ch.); B. the whole 
of created things xvi; the world xvi. 
—- (O)F. umvers (cf. Sp., It. universo) or L. 
üniversum the whole world (Cicero, tr. Gr. 
T0 óÀov 'the whole', Plato, Aristotle), sb. 
use of n. of ünmersus all taken together, 
lit. ‘turned into one’, f. tinus UNI--+ versus, 
pp. of vertere turn (see VERSE, -WARD). 


university  jünivo:usíti whole body of 
teachers and scholars engaged in the higher 
branches of learning in a certain place. xiv. 
— (O)F. université — L. universitás the whole, 
the whole number (of), the universe, (in later 
juridical lang.) society, guild, corporation 
(whence the med. academic use universitas 
magistrorum et scholarium), f. üniversus; 
see UNIVERSE, -ITY. 


unkempt ankem?’t having dishevelled 
hair xv (Lydg.); t(of language) inelegant, 
rude xvi (Spenser; prob. after It. incontos, 
L. incomptus unadorned). var. of unkem(be)d, 
(cf. MHG. ungekembet, ON. tikembdr) f. 
uN-!+ pp. of kemb, OE. cemban comb = 
OS. kembian, OHG. kemben, chempen (G. 
kämmen), ON. kemba:- Germ. *kambjan, 
f. *Rambaz COMB. 


unkid a‘nkid (dial. unknown, unfamiliar 
xil (Cursor M.); awkward, troublesome 
xvit; lonely; dismal, uncanny xvii. ME. 


UNSUNG 


UN-*, xv (Lydg.). unman anmæ'n deprive 
of manly qualities. xvi (Marston). UN-?; 
cf. (M)Du. ontmannen, etc., (M)HG. ent- 
mannen. unmask. xvi (Sidney, Sh.). 
UN-.* Cf. Du. ont-, G. entmasken; perh. 
partly after F. démasquer (1564). 





unmentionable anme-nfanebl not to be 


mentioned xix (Carlyle); sb. pl. trousers 
XIX (1830; orig. U.S. euph.)) f. umw-l4- 
mentionABLE. @ Synonyms are inexpres- 
sibles (1790), ineffables (1823), inexplicables 
(1836-7, Dickens), unutterables (1843), un- 
whisperables (1837). 


unmitigated. xvr (Sh.). un-!. unmi-xed. 


XVI. UN-?, unmu-zzle. UN-*, unmu:zzled. 
UN-1. xvi (Sh.). unnai-l. xv (Malory). uN-?. 
unna‘tural. xv. UN-!. unme-rved. xvII 
(Sh). UN-7, unpaid. xiv (Barbour, 
Trevisa). UN-!. unpa‘ralleled. xvi (Dray- 
ton). UN-!. 


unready Anredi not ready or prepared 


XIII (Cursor M.) ; not prompt xvi. f. UN-!-+ 
READY. Q From xvı (Stow) used as a form 
of ftunredy (xiv, Trevisa), f. unrede (see 
-y!), OE. unréd (with Germ. cogns.) lack 
of counsel or wisdom (see REDE), traditional 
epithet from XII of king Ethelred II, origi- 
nating in the jingling collocation Æthelred 
Unred ‘Noble Counsel, Evil Counsel’. 


mbit), Un ald), op, of Glial.) Bathe. unreal Anri:ol. xvir (Sh.). uN-! ; unrea lity. 


OE. cyan make known :- *kunpjan, f. 
*kunb-, pp. stem of *kunnan (see can’); 
cf. UNCO, UNCOUTH. 


unless anle-s (not) on a less condition than 
xiv (Maund.); except it be that, if... not 
XV (first with than or that, later without 
XVI); prep. except, but xvi. Late ME. phr. 
o(n) lesse, also zm lesse (followed by than), 
modelled on (O)F. à moins que == Sp. a 


XVIII. unreason anri‘zan Tinjustice XIV 
(Cursor M.); tAbbot of U., (Sc.) XV-XVI 
mock personage in revellings; inability to 
act reasonably xix. UN-?. unreasonable, 
xiV (Rolle). UN-+. 


unreliable anrilai-abl not to be relied on. 


xIx (De Quincey, who attributes the word 
to Coleridge, is himself credited with the 
suggestion of unrelyuponable). See RELIABLE. 


menos que, It a meno che, repr. Rom. *ad | unruly anrüli undisciplined, disorderly. 


minus quam ‘at less than’; when the phr. 
had coalesced into one word (onless), lack of 
stress on the first syll. together with the 
negative implication of the word led to 
assim. to UN-'. @ Formerly sometimes 
used for lest (xv1), confused with it, and sp. 
tunlest (xvi). 


unle-ttered. xrv (Rolle). UN-1; cf. ILLITE- 
RATE. unlicked anli:-kt not licked into 
shape. xvi (Sh.). uw-!, 


unlike A4:nlark, A:nlaik, Anlark not like, 


XIV. f. UN-14- Truly orderly (xiv), f. RULE-+ 
-Y!; modelled on OF. rieulé/desrieulé. 


unsaid Ansed OE. unséd, with Germ. 


cogns. (exc. Gothic). uN-' unsay (OE., 
once). xv. UN-?, unseat ansit. xvI (Spen- 
ser) UN-?, unsee:umnly. xin. uN-!; cf. 
ON. tseémiligr. unsee n. xir. uN-l. un- 
settle. xvi. UN-*. umsex anse‘ks, XVII 
(Sh.). vuw-?. unship. xv. uw-?; cf. Du. 
ontschepen, G. entschiffen. unsi-ghtly. xv. 
un-!; cf. MDu. onzichi(e)lijk, etc. 


different xir (Orm); (dial) unlikely xiv. | unspeakable ansprkobl A. that cannot be 


The early distribution of the word in 
northern and eastern areas suggests orig. 
accommodation of ON. tlikr, uglikr = OE. 
ungelié (ME. uniliche), OFris., MLG. unlik 
(Du. onlijk), OHG. ungilih (G. ungleich); 
CGerm. exc. Gothic; see UN-!, LIKE! So 
unLi'KELY!. XIV (Barbour); cf. ON. úlíkligr 


expressed in words xiv. B. indescribably 
bad xix (u. Turk, Carlyle). f. uN-! - sPEAK - 
-ABLE, after L. ineffābilis INEFFABLE; cf. F. 
indicible (XV). 


unsteady anste-di. xvi; cf. OFris., MDu. 


unstedich, MHG. unstætec (G. unstätig). 


improbable. unstrung anstra'n having the string(s) 


unloose anlū's relax; release xiv (PPl.); 
unfasten xvi (Tindale). f. UN-*, LOOSE; cf. 


relaxed xvi (Florio); unnerved. XVII. UN-!, 
UN-?, 


OE. onliesan, ME. unlese. unlucky anla-ki | umsung ansa‘n not sung XV; not cele- 


UN-. xvi (Palsgr). unmake anmei‘k 
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brated in song xvii (Milton); UN-'. 


UNSYMMETRICAL 





unsymme‘trical. xvi (J.). UN-'. unsyste- 


ma-tic(al) xvii (Burke). uw-!. 


untidy a4ntardi Tuntimely, unseemly xii; 
not in good order xiv. f. UN-! with parallels 
in the Germ. langs. 


untie antai: OE. untigan; uN-*. 


until Antil, 4ntil syn. of TILL’, adv. and 
conj. XIII. First in northern and eastern 
texts (Havelok, Cursor M., R. Mannyng), 

. *und, retained in "unz, undz, for 
*und es ‘till that’, and corr. to OE., OF ris. ‘s 
OS. und (combined with *te in OS, unit, 
unt, OHG. unzi, unz, Goth. unte)-- TILL?, 
the meaning being thus duplicated. 


untimeous  Antaimos (chiefly Sc.) un- 
timely. xv. alt., by assim. to adjs. in -Ous 
(cf. WONDROUS) of Tuntimes (xui, Cur- 
sor M.), adj. genitive of tuntime OE. 
untima bad season, calamity = ON, útími 
misfortune, affliction; see UN-!, TIME. 


untiring  Antaiorin not growing weary. 
XIX. f. uN-!+-prp. of TIRE! (intr.). 


unto antu, Anti: to (in all uses exc. as 
marking an inf.); (arch.) until xit. First 
in northern and eastern texts; f. (Scand.) 
un- of UNTIL+ (native) To. @ OS. unté is 
unconnected, 


untold antould, a:ntould +tnot reckoned 

E.; immense, vast XIV; not recounted 
XIV (Ch.). OE. unteald ; cf. (M)Du. onge- 
teld, etc. 


untouchable anta:tfobl that cannot or may 
not be touched. XVI (sb. non-caste Hindu 
xx). UN-}, 

untoward A4ntou:(w)o:id, Antowó-1id tdis- 
inclined ; intractable; tawkward, ungainly ; 
unlucky | XVI; unpropitious XVI. f. UN-i4- 
TOWARD adj. ' Earlier (xv) in untowardly adj. 
and untowardness. 


untrodden Antro:dn not trodden on, un- 
traversed. (XIV), XVI. UN-1. 


untrue antri: unfaithful OE.; false; 
wrong xiv. OE. untréowe, with CGerm. 
cogns. 


untruth  4ntrü: p, Tunfaithfulness OE.; 
falsehood xv. uN-"; cf. ON. dtrygd. Hence 
untru-thrut:.!. 


untutored antjü-to1id. xvi (Sh.). uw-!. 
unused a4njü'zd. xiu (RGlouc.). uN-1. 
unusual Anjü'zuol, -zjuol. xvi. UN-!, 


unutterable ana:‘tazobl above or beyond 
description. xvi. Cf. F. indicible, UN- 
MENTIONABLE. 


unwashed anwə'ft. xıv (applied by Sh. to 
an artisan). UN-*. Earlier Tuna:shen (OE. 
unzascen). 


unwell 4nwe:l not in good health. xv. 
Before late xvi11 mostly north., Sc., Anglo- 
Ir.; said to have been generalized through 
Lord Chesterfield's use. Uxt-. 


unwe: pt. xvi (Sh.). uw!-. 


UPAS 


unwieldy anwildi timpotent, feeble xiv 
(Ch.); awkward in movement; difficult to 
handle xvi. f. UN-'+wieldy (obs. exc. as 
back-formation from this word), extended 
form with -v! of weld, OE. svielde, ge- 
wielde vigorous, active += *(za-)walüja-, f. 
*wald-, base of WIELD ; superseding earlier 
tunwelde, tunweldly (xiii). 


unwilling. OE. unwillende ; 
in XVI; UN-1, 
unwise. OE. uuwis ; of CGerm. range ; UN-3. 


newly formed 


unwitting anwi'tin not knowing or aware, 
OE. unwitende, of CGerm. range; rare 
after 1600 til xix (Southey). Hence 
unwi:ttingrv?. xiv (Barbour, Wycl. Bible. 


unwo'rthy worthless; not worthy, un- 
deserving XIII; unmerited; not befitting 
(one) xiv. UN-1; cf. MDu. onwerdich, ON. 
uverdugr. 


“uous juss suffix repr. L. -uósus or deriv. 

OF. -uous (mod. -ueux), f. u-stems -+ -dsus 
-OSE!, -OUS, as in monstruous, sinuous, 
sumptuous; or f. L. u-stems---OUS, as in 
arduous, conspicuous, exiguous, incongruous, 
promiscuous, strenuous, superfluous. So 
“wWwiTy, -uo'siry. @ In xv-xvi rightwis 
RIGHTEOUS became rightuous. 


up ap to or at an elevated position. repr. 
two OE. words (i) up, upp (said primarily of 
motion) = OFris. up, op, OS. up (Du. op), 
ON. upp, (ii) uppe (said primarily of posi- 
tion) = OF ris., OS. uppa, ON. uppi; rel. to 
OHG. üf (G. auf). The use of up adv. to 
express complete consumption was prob. 
adopted from Scand. (e.g. ON. drekka upp, 
drink up). See also uron. By ellipsis of 
preps., such as against, along, etc., a new 
prep. was developed to form collocations 
like upstairs. xvi. 


up- ap prefix repr. OE. up-, upp-, corr. to 
OFris. op-, up-, (M)Du. op-, OS., (M)LG. 
up-, OHG. üf- (G. auf-), ON. upp-. In 
OE. there were some thirty comps. showing 
considerable variety of formation (a pro- 
minent sense was ‘of the heavens’), the chief 
survival being UPLAND. There were several 
comps. with pa. pples., fewer with prps. 
Many formations of ME. and later date in 
all groups were of temporary vogue, and 
there were many fresh coinages in either old 
or new senses ; upgrow (xv), upgrowth (XIX), 
and uplift sb. (xIx), uplift vb. (xrv) show 
typical divergence of date. 


up-a-daisy 4:poadeizi encouraging excl. on 
lifting a child from the ground. XVIII 
(-dazy, Swift); also dial. upaday; cf. lacka- 
daisy, beside (a)lackaday. Cf, UPSIDAISY. 

upanishad upæ'nifəd division of Vedic 
literature dealing with the Deity, creation, 
and existence. XIX. Skr., f. upa near to+ 
ni-shad sit, lie down, 


upas jü-pos Javanese tree. Antiaris toxi- 
caria. XIX. — Malay üpas poison, in póhun or 
pühun üpas poison-tree. Fabled to have 
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UPBRAID 


existed in Java, having poisonous properties 
such that it destroyed life for many miles 
around, xvii (‘London Magazine’, in an 
article purporting to be translated from one 
written by Foersch, a Dutch surgeon at 
Samarang; hence in Erasmus Darwin’s 
“The loves of the plants’, 1789.) 


upbraid Apbrerd Tadduce as a fault OE. ; 
find fault with, carp at; censure, reprove 
soundly xix. Late OE. upbredan (Wulf- 
stan), perh. after ON. *uppbregda (cf. 
MSw. upbrygdha), f.upp up-+bregda = OE. 
bregdan BRAID. @ The foll. forms, with 
variation of prefix, have been in use: abraid, 
em-, imbraid, umbraid xiv-xvi; cf. Da. 
bebreide. 
upbringing a-pbrinin rearing and training. 
Xvi. Gerund of tupbring (xir), with Germ. 
cogns. 
upheaval aphi:val (geol.) raising by vol- 
canic action. XIX (Lyell); hence freq. fig. 
f. upheave (X111; spec. in geol. XIX), f. UP-+ 
HEAVE ; see -AL?. 
uphill a-phil (str. variable) ascent XVI; adj. 
thigh, elevated; going upwards, arduous 
XVII; adv. XVII. f. UP prep. + HILL., 


uphold aphou'ld support, sustain. XINH 
(AncrR., Cursor M.). Of CGerm. extent 
exc. Goth. ; f. ur- - riorp! ; cf. OF. upheald 
supporter, maintenance. 


upholsterer aphou:lstera: one who makes 
and repairs furniture in which woven 
fabrics are used. xvir. Extended form with 
-ER! of Tupholster (xv) dealer in or repairer 
of small or secondhand articles, f. UPHOLD + 
-STER, a parallel formation to earlier synon. 
upholder (xıv)}, which remained current 
locally. Hence upho'lster vb. xIx, up- 
ho-Istery. XVII. 


uphroe ja-frou; see EUPHROE. 


upkeep a:pkip maintenance in good con- 
dition xix, f. phr. keep up maintain (xv1). 


upland a:plend (arch.) land lying away 
from the sea; high ground xvi; also adj., 
repl. earlier uplandish (xiv; cf. OE. up- 
lendisé rustic). f. uP, used adj., raised, 
elevated -- LAND sb. «f For the first sense 
cf. ON. Upplond eastern inland counties of 
Norway, Sw. Uppland district in central 
Sweden, MDa. Opland Sweden, Norw. upp- 
land, Da. opland inland country. 


upmost a‘pmoust, -məst uppermost, 
highest. xvi (Geneva Bible). f. up-+-MosT. 


upon opon on. XI (Orm). First in 
eastern and northern texts; f. UP-- ON, after 
ON. upp d (OSw. up a, uppa, Sw. på, 
Norw., Da. paa); distinct from OE. uppan, 
ME. uppon, uppe(n), up prep. on, upon. 

upper 4por higher, top. xiv (not common 
before Xv). f. UPJ- -ER? ; opp. to NETHER and 
rendering L. superior SUPERIOR; cf. MDu. 
upper (Du. opper), LG. upper. Hence sb., 
XIX. u'pperwosr. xv (preceded by Tupperest 
and uppermore). 


UPWARD 


uppish 4:pif from xvm in various sl. uses 
implying elevation or elation, f. UP 4- -1sH!. 


upright A4: prait (stress var.) erect, per- 
pendicular OE.; Tlying on the back OE. 
(late); of unbending rectitude xvi; sb. 
Tvertical face xvi; architectural elevation ; 
upright part or member xvi. OE. upriht, 
corr. to OFris. upriucht, (M)Du. oprecht, 
OHG. üfreht (G. aufrecht), ON. upréttr; 


CGerm. (exc. Gothic) ; see UP-, RIGHT. 


uproar ^proor A. Tinsurrection, tumult ; 
B. outcry, noise of tumult xvi. Used first 
by Tindale (1526) and Coverdale (1535) in 
their translations of passages where Luther’s 
Bible has aufruhr. — Du. oproer (in Du. 
Bible of 1531, 2 Kings xi 14 margin), in 
MDu. uproer, MLG. uprór, f£. op UP- J-roer, 
ror = OS. hréra, OHG. ruora (G. ruhr) 
motion (cf. OE. hréran, ON. hrera move); 
in B influenced by ROAR. Hence up- 
rOoa-rious. XIX. 


upse-, upsidaisy, 
XiX. 

upset apset TA. set up, raise, erect XIV (in 
pp. R. Mannyng, Gower); (Sc.) make good 
XVI. B. overthrow, overturn XIX; throw 
into disorder xix. f. up+ser’. For A 
senses cf. (M)Du. opzetten, MHG. üfsetzen 
(G. aufsetzen); in B superseding overset. 


upshot a-pfot tfinal shot in an archery 
match, fig. parting shot; Tmark aimed at; 
tend, conclusion xvi; in the u. at last XVI, 
(hence) result, issue (Sh.) f. UP-+SHOT. 


upside down a-:psai(d)dau:n so that the 
upper surface or part is underneath. xvi. 
Ait. of (dial.) upsidown (xv), var. of Tupse- 
down, tup sadown, for earlier Tup so down 
(xIv), orig. meaning ‘so as to be upset or 
overturned’. ‘The form of this phr. is 
difficult to account for, there being no 
appropriate use of so; but tup so doun may 
itself be a perversion of Tup to doun 
(RGlouc. Chronicle 6831), with var. tup 
adoun, which may be modelled on (O)F. de 
haut en bas ‘from high to low’. The present 
form, and Tup set (or Tupset) down, are dueto 
attempts to express intelligibly the meaning 
*with the upper side (set) down'. 


upsides apsai:dz even or quits with. XVIII. 
orig. Sc.; f. UP, SIDE sb., -s. Cf. MSw. 
upsidhes. 


upstairs apstea-1z so as to ascend a flight of 
STAIRS; see UP. XVI (Sh.). 


upstart a‘pstait (one) newly or suddenly 
risen in position. XVI. equiv. to contemp. 
Tstart-up, f. start, pp. of START?-+- adv. UP; 
cf. upstart vb., (now rare) start up (XIV). 


uptake a:pteik (Sc.) capacity for under- 
standing. xix (Scott). f. uptake vb. XVIII 
(Sc.) understand, f. uP+ TAKE. 


upward a:pwoid to or towards a high or 
higher position. OE. upweard, corr. to 
MLG. upwart, MDu. opwaert (Du. op- 
waart), MHG, ŭfwert; see UP, -WARD, So 


vars. of UP-A-DAISY. 
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UR 


upwARDS. OE. upweardes, corr. to OS. 
upwardas (Du. opwaarts), MHG. afwertes 
(G. aufwärts). 

ur 5 var. of ER. x1x (O. W. Holmes). 


ur- ür primitive, original, earliest. G. pre- 
fix as in ursprache primitive language. 


urzmia juorimio (path.) presence in the 
blood of urinary constituents. Xix. modL., 
f. Gr. oüron URINE 4 hafma blood (cf. 
HZEMO-). 


urzus juorios representation of the sacred 
asp or serpent on the headdress of ancient 
Egyptian deities and kings. xix. modL. 
- Gr. ouraíos (Horapollo) - Egyptian. perh. 
infl. by Gr. ourd tail. 

Ural juo:xro] name of a mountain chain 
forming the north-eastern boundary of 
Europe with Asia xvi11; U.-Altatc pert. to 
the region including the Urals and the 
ALTAIC mountains, its inhabitants or their 
speech; Turanian, Finno-Tartar; also with 
comb. from Uralo- jureilou in Uralo- 
Altaic, -Finnic xix. Also Uralian  jurei-- 
lion. xvii; cf. F. ouralien. 


uranism juaranizm homosexuality. xix. 
— G. uranismus, f. Gr. ourdnios heavenly, 
taken to mean ‘spiritual’, f. ourands heaven 
(cf. URANUS); see -ISM. 


uranium  ;jureiniom (chem.) metallic 
element. xvii. modL. (Klaproth, 1789), 
f. URANUS 4- -1UM ; cf. TELLURIUM (Klaproth 
1798). 

urano- juo:ronou, juorono: comb. form of 
Gr. ouranós sky, heaven(s), roof of the 
mouth; e.g. urano:GRAPHY (XVII), urano:- 
METRY (XVIII); u-ranoplasty plastic surgery 
of the hard palate (xix). 


Uranus juorronos planet situated between 
Saturn and Neptune. xix. So named (in 
conformity with names of major planets 
called after classical deities) by Bode (1747- 
1826) - L. Uranus — Gr. Ouranós husband 
of Gea (Earth) and father of Cronos 
(Saturn); superseded the name 'the Geor- 
gian (sidus), Georgium sidus, which was 
given to it in honour of George III by 
Sir William Herschel, who discovered it 
in 1781. 






urban 4-1ban pert. to a town or city. XVII 
(rare before XIX; cf. next). - L. urbdnus, f. 
urb-, urbs city; see -AN and cf. next and 
SUBURBAN, 


urbane 2oibern turban xvi; having the 
manners or culture characteristic of town 
life; civil, polite xvir. — (O)F. urbain, -aine 
or L. urbünus, -àna; see prec. and -ANE!. 
So urbanirv oibze'niti refined civility; 
Tpolished wit; city or town life. xvi. 
-(O)F. or L. Q For the difference of 
form, stress, and meaning between urban 
and urbane, cf. human, humane. 


urceolate õsiðčleit pitcher-shaped. XVIII. 
-modL. urceoldtus, f. L. urceolus, dim. of 
urceus pitcher; see URN, -ATE?. 





URETER 


urchin 4-3tfin hedgehog xin; (dial) de- 
formed person; mischievous youngster; 
little fellow, brat xvi. ME. urchon, beside 
yrichon (xit), hirchon, irchoun-ONF. heri- 
chon, *ir(e)chon, *urchon, vars. of OF. herigon 
(mod. hérisson, dial. hérichon, trechon, hur- 
chon) == Pr. erisó :- Rom. *hériciónem, f. L. 
hévicius, late form of éricius hedgehog 
(whence Pr. eritz, Sp. erizo, Pg. ourigo, 
It. riccio, Rum. ariciu), £. (h)ér = Gr. khér. 
Q Initial k has been mobile and the form of 
the final syll. bas varied greatly, -2n, tyn 
dating from xv. 


Urdu uoudü variety of Hindustani, the 
standard language of Mussulmans. XVIII. 
- Hind. urdü, of Pers. origin, for zabàn 1 
urdi language of the camp; Pers. urdu 
camp — Turki ordu (see HORDE). 


ure juoi use, esp. in phr. bring, come, put in 
ure. XV. — AN. *eure — OF. evre, euvre, 
uevre (mod. œuvre) = L. opera, pl. of opus 
work, used as fem. sg. (see OPERA). Cf. 
INURE, MANURE, 


-ure jor, juo1 (combined with s and £ giving 
391 and tfo, suffix repr. (O)F. -ure - L. 
-üra (whence also Sp., Pg., It. ura, Rum. 
-urd), denoting primarily action or process 
or the result of this, (hence) office or rank, 
collective body or organization ; usu. afhxed 
to pps., but in L. figūra FIGURE being excep- 
tionally attached to a present vb.-stem. 
The earliest adoptions, mainly through F., 
were figure, nature, scripture, stature (X111), 
censure, culture, jointure, literature, pressure, 
tonsure (XIV). Later formations, as com- 
posure, exposure, were based on stems of 
L. origin, a few are of Rom. origin, e.g. 
verdure, denture, or formed on an Eng. 
stem, e.g. wafture (xvii). Various other F. 
endings have been assim. to this in Eng. 
adoptions, as in leisure, manure, pleasure, 
tenure, treasure. Cf. also armour. 


urea juorio carbamide, a constituent of 
urine. xix. modL.-F. urée, f. Gr. otiron 
URINE or ourein urinate. "The comb. form is 
ureo-. 


ure-ox juo-roks aurochs. xvir. = G. urochs, 
var. of auerochs ; see URUS, OX. 


-uret jüret (chem.) suffix added to a stem 
or truncated word, now gen. replaced by 
-IDE. - modL. -wurétum (also -orétum), pro- 
posed in 1787 by French chemists, who in 
F. forms preferred the ending -ure (De 
Morveau, 1787); first used c.1790, after F. 
words in -ure, in hydruret, phosphuret, sul- 
phuret, it was extended to other terms, such 
as carburet (cf. CARBURETTOR), mitruret, 
ioduret, and later still further; it survives in 
carburetted (whence -ettor) and sulphuretted. 


ureter juritor (anat) urinary duct. XVI. 
- F. uretére or modL. wrétér - Gr. ouréter, 
f. oureîn make water, f. ofiron URINE. So 
urethra juri-pra tube which discharges 
urine from the bladder. xvii. -]late L. 
tiréthra - Gr. ouréthrd, f. ourein. 
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URGE USTILAGO 


urge 51d3 demand or entreat insistently; 
press or drive forward. xvi. -L. urgére 
press, drive, compel, perh. f. IE. *wereg-, 
whence also OE. wrecan WREAK. So 
UrgENT. XV. —(O)F. urgent — prp. of L. 
urgére. Tience u-rgENCY. XVI. 

-uria juoris final el. in L. form repr. Gr. 
-ouríà, f. oûron (see URINE, -IA}) in terms of 
path. denoting morbid conditions of the 
urine, e.g. albuminuria, hematuria, 


uric juorik pert. to urine. XVIII. =F. 
urique, f. Gr. ofron URINE; see -IC. 





urubu urubū- black vulture of America. 
XVII. Tupi. 


urucu uruki: anatta. xvii (Purchas). Tupi. 
«| Adopted through F. as roucou XVII. 


urucuri uruki-ri Brazilian palm-tree. xix. 
Tupi. 


urus jua'ros AUROCHS. XVIL = L. ürus (Gr. 
oûros). = Germ. *ürus (OE., OHG. ir, 
ON. urr). @ In anglicized form ture (cf. 
F. Ture) current xvi-xvrir. 


us As,os objective of wE. OE. 4s — OFris., 

OS. às, (M)Du. ons, (O)HG. uns, ON. oss, 
Goth. uns :- CGerm. *uns :- IE. *ns, re- 
duced grade of *nes (Skr. nas). Q The 
present form repr. a generalization of the 
unstr. var. ts, the orig. long form being 
repr. in ME. by ous, ows ts. 


-urient juo'riont suffix ~ L. -ürient-, -üriéns, 
prp. ending of L. desiderative vbs. in 
-ürire, aS ESURIENT, PARTURIENT. 


Urim jurim objects worn in or on the 
Jewish high-priest's breastplate. xvi (Mat- 
thew's Bible, 1537). - Heb. Zrim ; usu. in 
the collocation Urim and Thummim (both 
words are of doubtful origin), for which 
Coverdale has ‘light and _ perfectnesse’, 
following Luther’s ‘licht und recht’, corr. 
to LXX 61Àcots cai ddijGaa (Vulg. ‘doctrina 
et veritas' or 'perfectio"). 


urinal juo rinol Tglass vessel to hold urine 
for inspection Xii (La5.); vessel for 
chemical solution xiv (Ch.); chamber-pot 
XV; place provided for passing urine XIX. 
— (O)F. urinal = Pr. urinal, etc. = late L. 
ürinal, sb. use of n. of late drindlis urinary, 
f. ürina ; see -AL!. 
urine juorin fluid discharged from the 
bladder. xiv. -(O)F. urine — Pr. urina, 
etc. = L. rina (adopted in the chief Eur. 
langs.), perh. distantly rel. to Gr. oáron. 
So urinary. xvi. —medL. *irindrius. 
u-rinaTE? make water, Xvi. f. pp. stem 
of medL. àrinàre (in classical L. dive). 


usage jü'zids, jü-sid3 habitual use, custom, 
or conduct. xii (Cursor M.) -(OJ)F. 
usage = Pr. uzatge (whence Sp. usaje, It. 
usaggio) :— L. 4sus USE; see -AGE. S0 U'SANCE 
Tusage xiv ; period allowed for the payment 
of a bill of exchange xvir. —- OF. usance— 
Pr. uzansa, Sp., It. usanza :- Rom. *üsantia, 
f. *üsāre. usER* jū'zəs (leg.) continual use 
or enjoyment. XIX; evolved from Tabuser, 
non-user (XVII). 


use jüs act or manner of using, fact of being 
used. x1. ME. us — (O)F. us (surviving 
in les us et coutumes) = Pr. us, Sp., It. uso 
:- L. üsus use, usage, f. us-, pp. stem of uti 
use (earlier oet, for *oiti). Hence u:seru1!, 
u‘seLess. xvI (Sh.). So use jaz observe (a 
custom, rite, etc.), follow as a custom XIII; 
engage in, employ, deal with; habituate, 
accustom XIV (be used to Xv); intr. be 
accustomed now only in pt. xiv. —- (O)F. 
user temploy (now user de), consume, wear 
out = Pr. uzar, Sp. usar, It. usare :- Rom. 
*üsare, £. L. pp. stem zs-. 


urn 3in vessel in which to preserve the 
ashes of the dead xiv (Ch.); vessel for 
holding voting-tablets or the like xvi; 
oviform pot or pitcher xvII (fea urn XVIII). 
—- L. urna (whence also F. urne, Sp., It. urna) 
s- *urcnda, rel. to urceus pitcher (cf. L. orca 
butt, tun, Gr. urkhé jar); prob. all of alien 
origin. 

urning 3unij male homosexual  - G. 
urning, f. (Venus) Urania, taken to mean 
‘heavenly love’ and applied by Ulrich to 
homosexuality as being ‘spiritual’ (Kluge); 
cf. URANISM. 


uro-' jua-rou, juro- comb. form of Gr. otiron 

URINE, as in urology, wropoietic (XVIII), 
uroscopy (xvi), and various chemical 
terms. 


usher a-fax officer having charge of the 
door of a hall, etc. xiv (Ch.); officer whose 
ceremonial duty it is to precede a person of 
rank; (fig.) precursor; assistant master in 
a school xvi. =~ AN. usser — OF. ussier, 
uissier (mod. huissier) :i- medL. — üustiarius 
(vi), for L. ostiarius door-keeper, f. óstium 
door, f. ós mouth (see ORAL), -ER?. Hence 
vb. xvi. «| For -sh- from OF. -ss- cf. 
CUSHION, -ISH?, PUSH. 


Usnea  4snio genus of lichens. XVI. 
— medL. usnea — Arab., Pers. ushnah moss. 


usquebaugh ^4:skwibo wmuiskv!l. xvi. — Ir. 
and Sc. Gael. uisge beatha ‘water of life’ 
(cf. AQUA VITH, F. eau de vie brandy), i.e. 
uisge WATER, beatha life (see viraL). €f The 
usual form is -baugh, repr. Ir. Gael. pro- 
nunc., the vars. in -bae (Tiskie bae, tusquabah, 
whisky bae) the Sc. Gael. 


ustilago astilei-gou smut on grain. XVI. 
- mod. use of late L. ustildgé f. ust-, pp. 
stem of rere burn. 


uro-? jus'rou, comb. form of Gr. ourá tail, 
as in urodele. 


ursine usain pert. to or like a bear. xvi. 
~ L. ursinus, f. ursus bear; see ARCTIC, -INE!. 


uríicate outikeit sting like a nettle. xix. 
f. pp. stem of medL. urticàre, f. L. urtica 
nettle (whence modL. urticãria nettle-rash, 
in Eng. use from xviit); see -ATE®. So 
urtica-TION stinging. XVII. — medL. 
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USUAL 


usual iü'3uol, jü-zjuol that is in ordinary or 
common use. XIV. = OF. usual, (also mod.) 
usuel, or late L. 4sualis (whence Pr. uzual, 
etc.), f. asus USE; see -AL?. Hence u:sualrv?. 
XV. 

usucapion jüzjukerpion (leg.) acquisition 
of ownership by long use. xvi. =F. 
usucapion or L. düsücapio(n-), f. üsücapere, 
f. üsü, abl. of tisus UsE + capere take, seize 
(see CAPTURE). So usuca-pTION. XVII. 
- OF. or medL. 


usufruct jü'zjufrakt right of temporary 
possession or use. XVII. —medL. üsã- 
fructus (cf. late L. dstifriictudrius), for L. 
ususfrictus, more fully asus et friictus, tisus 
jfrüctusque use and enjoyment; see USE, 
FRUIT. Earlier Tusufruit xv — (O)F. usa- 
fruit. 

usurp juz3‘Ip appropriate wrongfully to 
oneself. xtv. ~(O)F. usurper — L. üsürpàüre 
seize for use, prob. for *ásüripáre, f. üsü, 
abl. of üsus USE+ rapere seize (see RAPE*). So 
usurpa- TION. XIV. — (O)F. or L. 

usury jü' 3ori, jüzjüri lending money at 
interest XIV; (arch.) interest on money lent 
XV. — AN, *usurie = (O)F. usure or medL. 
üsüria, f. L. üsüra,f. üsus USE; see -Y?. Hence 
USUrIOUS ju3uo'rios, -zj-. XVII. So u:surEn*, 
XIII — AN. usurer, OF. usureor, (also mod.) 
usurier, f. usure (— Pr. uzura, Sp., It. 
usura) :- L. üsüra, f. üisus. 


ut at, ut (mus.) first note of Guido Are- 
tino’s hexachords, and of the octave in 
modern solmization (see Do*). — (O)F. ut; 
the lowest of the series ut, re, mi, fa, sol, 
la, si, said to be taken from the office hymn 
for St. John Baptist’s day: Ut queant laxis 
resonare fibris / Mira gestorum famuli tuo- 
rum / Solve polluti labii reatum, / Sancte 
Johannes. See GAMUT. 


utas jū'təs (hist.) octave of a church festival. 
xiv (Trevisa). Reduced form of utaves, 
varying with eotas, eoytaves. — OF. outaves, 
oectaves, var. of oitieves :~ L. octdvas (dies), 
accus. pl. of octava (diés) eighth day. 

utensil  jutemnsil (coll. sg.) domestic 
vessels or implements xIv; domestic 
implement, etc. xv; sacred vessel; in full 
chamber u. xvi. = OF. utensile (mod. 
ustensile) - medL. ütensile, sb. use of n. of 
L. üténsilis fit for use, useful (n.pl. utensilia 
implements, materials), f. “ti Use. Earlier 
str. utensil, as by Sh., Milton, J., and till 
c.1800; but the present str. is recorded by 
Bailey in 1730. L. ūtēnsilia was anglicized 
as Tutensilies xv-xvit. 

uterus jütoros (anat) womb. xvit. -L. 
uterus belly, womb, obscurely rel. to Skr. 
udáram, Gr. hóderos, OPruss. weders belly. 
So uterine! having the same mother xv; 
pert. to the uterus XVII. = late L. uterīnus. 


utility jutiliti usefulness xiv (Ch.) ; useful 
thing or feature xv. -(O)F. utilité - L. 
ütilitás, £. utilis useful, f. 4t? USE; see -ILE, 
-ITY. Hence!utilita:RiAN. xvii (Bentham, 
1781). So utiniE jürtilaz make useful, 


UXORIOUS 


convert to use. XIX, — F. utiliser (1792) — It. 
utilizzare, f. utile = L. ütilis. wtilizA' TION. 
xix. — F. (1812). 

utmost a-tmoast, -moust outermost OE.; 
of the highest degree xiv; flatest, last xv; 
also sb. Tfurthest part OE. ; extreme degree 
or limit xv. OE. üntmest, var. of utemest, f. 
ut, tite-+--mest; see OUT adv., -MOST. Cf. 
OUTMOST, UTTERMOST. 


utopia ;jutou:pio name of Sir Thomas 
More’s imaginary republic xvi; place or 
condition of ideally perfect government 
XVII. — modL. &topia 'no-place', f. Gr. ou 
not+ tópos place ;see TOPIC, -1A!. Uto PIAN. 
xvi. - modL. Utopiünus (More, 1516). 
utraquist ji-trakwist (thecl.) one who 
upholds communion in both kinds. XIX. 
— modL, u'träquistã, f. L. utrāque, in phr. 
sub utrdque specie under both kinds ; see -IST. 
utricle jū'trikl small sac or bladder. xvi. 
= F, utricle or L. utriculus, dim. of üter 
leather bottle; see -CLE. 
utter! 4:to; outward, outer OE.; extreme, 
total xv. OE. Züter(r), üttra, compar. 
formation (see -ER?) on iit OUT, corr. to 
OFri. utt(e)ra, ütera, NIDu. ütere (Du. 
uiter-), OH G. üzaro (G. dusser) ; for shorten- 
ing of £ cf. udder. Hence wtterLv*? 
Tplainly, straight out xr11 ; absolutely, com- 
pletely xiv (Ch.) ; cf. MLG., MDu. üterlike 
(Du. uiterlik), MHG. tigerliche (G. dusser- 
lich). uttermost outermost; utmost. XIV. 
utter? ator give out audibly, speak, pro- 
nounce; treveal; tput on the market, sell; 
give currency to (coin, etc.). xiV. — MDu. 
uteren (Du. uiteren) drive away, speak, show, 
make known, OFris. &tia, ütria, MLG. ütern 
turn out, sell, speak, demonstrate, with 
assim. to UTTER! ; prob. introduced partly as 
a term of commerce. Hence u:tteraNce? 
Tdisposal by sale; speaking, speech. xv. 
utterance? 4:torons extremity of force, esp. 
in phr. (now arch.) to the u. to the utmost 
limit. x1. — (with assim. to UTTER!) (O)F. 
outrance, Toultrance, f. ou(l)trer go beyond 
bounds (cf. OUTRAGE, OUTRE) = Pr. oltrar, 
It. oitrare :- Rom. *ultrare, f. L. ultrā be- 
yond; see ULTRA, -ANCE. 


utu ürtu (N.Z.) recompense, satisfaction. 
XIX. Maori. 
uva jü'vo grape, raisin XVII (Evelyn); uva 
ursi bearberry xviir; leaves of this or in- 
fusion of them xiX. ~ L. tiva grape, cluster 
of grapes, etc., uvula, 
uvea jū'viə (anat.) posterior coloured 
surface of the eye xvi; middle coat or 
vascular tunic of the eye xvilI. ~medL. 
üvea, f. L. üva (see prec.). 
uvula jü:vjülo fleshy prolongation hanging 
from the pendent margin of the soft palate. 
XIV. —late L. £&cula (whence (O)F. uvule, 
etc.), dim. of L. ava grape; see UVA, -ULE. 
uxorious Akso'rios excessively devoted to 
one's wife. xvI. f. L. uxórius, f. uxor wife; 
see -IOUS. 
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VACANT 


VAKEEL 





V 


vacant veikont not held or occupied x11; 
devoid of contents xiv; free from occupa- 
tion XVI; expressionless, inane XVIII. In 
early use - (O)F. vacant; not freq. before 
late xv1, the word appears to have been taken 
in afresh from L. vacant-, -dns, prp. of 
vacáre be empty or unoccupied, with arch. 
var. vocdre; see VOID, -ANT. So va'cANCy. 
XVI. 


vaca‘TE® make void or vacant xvii; with- 

draw from xvi. f. pp. stem of L. vacare. 
VacaA‘TION release from occupation XIV 
(Ch.); period of formal suspension of 
activity XV. - (O)F. or L. ; abbrev. vae vek 
XVIII. 


vaccine va'ksin, -in in v. disease cowpox, 

v. matter or virus vaccine, v., inoculation 
vaccination. XVIII (1799). — L. vaccīnus, as 
used in modL. variolæ vaccinæ cowpox 
(E. Jenner, 1798), virus vaccinus virus of 
cowpox used in vaccination; f. vacca cow; 
see -INE’. Also sb. vaccine matter. XIX. 
— F. vaccine. Hence vaccinA- TION inocula- 
tion with vaccine against smallpox, 1800. 


vaccinium veksi-niom genus of plants 
bearing edible berries (spec. bilberry). 
XVIII. — L.; perh. rel. to hudkinthos HYA- 
CINTH. 


vacillate væ'sileit swing or sway un- 
steadily XVI; waver XVII. f. pp. stem of L. 
vacilldre sway, totter, after (O)F. vaciller; 
see -ATE?, So vacilla‘TION. xv. L.; cf. 
F. vacillation (xvi). 

vacuity vokjiiiti emptiness; empty space; 
vacancy of mind. xvr. — (O)F. eacutté or L. 
vacuitàs, f. vacuus (whence va:cvous XVII), 
f. vacüre be vacaNT. So vacuum vz:kjuom 
emptiness, empty space XVI. sb. use of n. 
sg. of vacuus; used in modL. to repr. 
Aristotle’s 76 xevov ‘the empty’, defined as 
ToTos e€aTepnuevos awpatos ‘place bereft of 
body’ (Physics rv i). 

vade-mecum veidimi-kam handy book of 
reference. XVII. - F. (xvi) - modL. vade- 
mecum, sb. use of L. vàde mecum go with 
me, Le. imper. of vddere go (cf. EVADE, 
INVADE) and mécum, i.e. mé ME, cum with 
(cf. com-, con-). Cf. G. vademekum (xvi). 


vadose vei-dous (geog.) pert. to water 
lying above the permanent water level. - L. 
vadósus shallow, f. vadum ford ; see -osx!. 


vagabond vz:gobond wandering without 

settled habitation xv (Lydg.); sb. itinerant 
beggar xv; idle good-for-nothing xvIII. 
~(O)F. vagabond or L. vagdbundus, f. 
vagüri wander, f. vagus wandering, VAGUE 
(cf. errábundus wandering to and fro, mori- 
bundus MORIBUND). € Superseded some- 
what earlier tvacabond (Lydg.)- (O)F. 
vacabond, alt. of vagabond after vaquer, L. 
vacáre (see VACANT). 


vagary vəgeə'ri froaming, ramble; twan- 


dering in speech; ffrolic, prank XVI; 
capricious or eccentric act XVII; fantastic 
notion XVIII. — L. vagdri wander (see prec.). 
@ Forms with initial f (fagary, fegary, 
jfigary) appear XviI and survive in dial. 


vagina vodsarno canal connecting vulva 


with uterus xvir; sheath, theca xvirr. = L. 
vagina sheath, scabbard (joc. in Plautus, 
‘Pseudolus’ 1181, of the female vagina). 


vagrant vei-gront (person) wandering from 


place to place and maintaining himself by 
begging, etc. xv. Late ME. vagaraunt = 
AN. vagarant,vagaraunt(e) (xv-xv in Gode- 
froy), app. f. L. vagärī+ -ant -ANT. AN, 
vars. were wakerant, wacrant, walcrant. 


vague veig not definite or precise. XVI. 


— F. cague - L. vagus wandering, inconstant, 
uncertain (whence also Pr. vage, Sp., It. 
vago). 


vail’ veil benefit, profit xv (Lydg.); 


(arch.) casual profit or emolument xv; pl. 
gratuities, perquisites XVI. f. Tvail vb. avail, 
profit XIII = OF. vail-, tonic stem of valoir be 
of value - L. valére be strong, powerful, of 
value (cf. AVAIL, VALE?, VALID, VALOUR). 


vail* veil (arch) lower xiv; doff xv. 


Aphetic of tavail, tavale descend, lower 
~ (O)F. avaler lower, swallow = Pr. avallar, 
It. avcallare :- Rom. *advallàre, f. L. ad 
vallem to the VALLEY, i.e. down. Cf. 
AMOUNT. 


vain vein worthless, futile x111 (Cursor M.); 


Tsenseless, silly xiv; having an inordinate 
opinion of oneself xvii. -—(O)F. vain, fem. 
vaine i= L. vānus, -a empty, without sub- 
stance (whence Pr. va, Sp., It. vano), rel. to 
vacuus VACANT, vastus WASTE. The phr. in 
vain reflects (O)F. en vain — Pr. en van, 
Sp. en vano, lt. in vano :- pop. L. "in 
vanum (sb. use of n.); cf. L. in vànum cédere 
come to naught. So vaincLo- nv idle 
boasting, empty pride (Cursor M.), after 
(O)F. vaine gloire, L. eána glória (Livy); 
VainGLo:RIOUs. xv; after OF. vaneglorieus, 
medL. vdnagloridsus (vdniglérius); so Sp., 
It. vanaglorioso. Cf. VANITY. 


vair veor fur from the squirrel with grey 


back and white belly xu (Cursor M.); 
(her.) fur having spaces tinctured alternately 
xvi. -—(O)F. vair = Pr. vair, It. vaio = 
L. variu-s particoloured; see VARIOUS and 
Cf. MINIVER. 


vaivode see VOIVODE. 
vakeel, vakil vokil agent, representative; 


envoy, ambassador XVII; native attorney in 
Hindu law-courts xIx. = Urdu vakil, wakil. 
Cf. WAKEEL. 
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VALANCE 

valance vz-lans drapery attached length- 
wise and hanging down. xv. perh. = AN. 
*valance, f. valer lower, aphetic of (O)F. 
avaler; see VAIL?, -ANCE. But the occur- 
rence of pl. forms such as valandes (xvi), 
-ents (XVII) may indicate deriv. from the pl. 
of the prp. used sb. (cf. ACCIDENCE). 


vale! veil valley. xii (Cursor M.). ME. 
vale, vaal, vaile - (O)F. val = Pr. val, Sp., 
It. valle, Rum. vale :- L. vallée-s, caili-s ; 
cf. VALLEY. 


vale? veili farewell. xvi. — L. vale, imper. 
of valére be strong or well; cf. VALID. 


valediction velidi-kfan farewell taking, 
farewell utterance. xvi. = L. *vale- 
dictio(n-), f. valedicere, i.e. valé dicere say 
farewell; see prec. and DICTION. So 
valedi-ctonv?. xvi. 


valenciennes vælənsie'n, valã'sjen kind of 

lace named from Valenciennes, a town of 
northern France celebrated for lace- 
manufacture. XVIII. 


valency veilonsi (chem.) capacity of an 
atom to combine with other atoms. XIX. 
— late L. valentia power, competence, f. 
valére be powerful (cf. VALE?) ; see -ENCY. 


valentine  vze-lontain person chosen or 
drawn by lot on St. Valentine’s day as one’s 
sweetheart for the coming year xv; folded 
paper with the name of a person to be 
drawn as a valentine XVI; missive love- 
token sent on r4 February xix. f. (O)F. 
Valentin - L. Valentinus name of two 
Italian saints whose festival falls on 14 
February. 


valerian volio:rion herbaceous plant of the 
genus Valeriana. xiv (Ch).  -(O)F. 
valériane - medL. valeriana (whence also 
(M)HQG. baldrian). 


valet velit, ve-lei gentleman’s manservant. 
xvi. — (OJF. valet, also Teaslet, tvarlet (see 
VARLET) — Pr. vaslet, Cat. vaylet (It. valletto 
is from F., Pg. varlete from Pr.) + Rom. 
*vassellittus, dim. of *vassus (see VASSAL). 


valetudinary vzlitjü-dinori not in robust 
health, constantly concerned with one’s 
ailments XVI; sb. xviii. — L. valétüdinàrius, 
in ill health, f. valētūdin-, -tūdō state of 
health, f. valēre be strong or well ; see VALE?, 
-TUDE, -ARY. Hence valetudina-RIAN adj. 
and sb. xvin. Cf. F. valétudinaire (xiv). 


Valhalla velhele in Scand. myth., hall 
assigned to those who die in battle. xvii 
("The Valkyriur . . . conducted them to 
Valhalla, Gray 1768). — modL. Valhalla 
- ON. Vathall-, -holl, f. valr those slain in 
battle (= OE. wel, OS., OHG. wal), per- 
haps rel. to L. vulnus wound) + holl HALL. 
See VALKYRIE. 


vali vali civil governor in Turkey. XVIIL 


- Turk. vali - Arab. wali watt; cf. 
VILAYET. 
valiant valiont fstalwart; courageous, 


bold. xiv, ME. vailaunt, valiaunt - AN. 





VALVE 
valiaunt, OF. vail(ant (mod. vaillant) 
:- Rom. *ealiente, for valent-, -éns, prp. of 
L. valére be strong; see VALE?, -ANT. 


valid velid adequate in law xvi; well 
founded and applicable xvii. — F. valide or 
L. validus strong, powerful, effective, f. 
valére; see VALE", -ID', So validirv 
volrditi. xvi. = F. or late L. 


valise vzli-z, -s travelling case, portmanteau. 
xvir (B. Jonson). - F. valise — It. valigia 
(cf. Sp. balija) ; in medL. valesia, -ium, -isia ; 
of unkn. origin. 


valkyrie ve-lkiri in Scand. mythology, 

war-maiden who hovers over battle-fields 
and conducts fallen warriors to Valhalla. 
xvii (Bishop Percy). ~ON. Valkyrja 
‘chooser of the slain’, f. valr those slain in 
battle (cf. VALHALLA) + *kur- := *kuz-, re- 
duced grade of *keuz- cHoosE. Cf. OE. 
welcyrige ‘Bellona’, ‘Erinys’, ‘Gorgo’, 
witch, sorceress. G. Walküre is =the ON. 
word. 


valley væli hollow lying between hills. x111 
(RGlouc.). —- AN. valey, OF. valée (mod. 
vallée) = Pr. vallada, It. vallata :- Rom. 
*vallata, f. L. vallis, -és; see -v®, 








vallota vslou:to genus of amaryllidaceous 
plants. xix. modL., f. name of Antoine 
Vallot, French botanist (1594-1671). 


vallum væləm rampart of earth, etc. XVII 
(Holland). L., coll. f. vallus stake, palisade; 
cf. INTERVAL. 


valonia vzlou:nio acorns of certain species 

of oak. xvii. - It. vallonia (whence F. 
vallonée) - modGr. balánia, belánia, pl. of 
baldni, beldni (Gr. bdlanos) acom = L. 
glüns GLAND. 


valour valor A. Tvalue, worth xiv; B. 
(after valorous) courage in conflict, prowess 
XVI. ~ OF. valour (mod. valeur value) = Pr, 
valor worth, strength, succour, Sp. valor, It. 
valore :- late L. valór-, valor, f. valére be 
strong, powerful, worth; see VALE?, -OUR?, So 
va:‘lorovs valiant, courageous. xv (Caxton). 
— OF. ealerous (mod. valeureux) or medL. 
valorosus. 


valse vols waltz. 
walzer WALTZ. 


value vz-lju adequate equivalent; material 
or monetary worth; tworth, worthiness; 
relative status or estimate XIV; amount 
represented by a symbol xvi. = OF. value, 
fem. pp. formation from valoir be worth 
:- L. valére be strong, healthy, effective, be 
worth; see VALE?; cf. Sp. valua, It. valuta. 
Hence vb. estimate the value of xv; con- 
sider of value xvI; whence va'luABLE. XVI, 
valua‘TION. xvi (cf. OF., Sp. valuacion). 
(From xv to early xvi Tvalure was a fre- 
quent variant, alt. form of valuur, valur, 
after -URE.) 

valve vzlv either of the leaves of a folding 


door xiv (revisa); one of the halves of a 
hinged shell; (anat. membranous fold; 


XVIII. -~ F. vale- G. 
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VAMBRACE 


VANQUISH 





device resembling a flap, lid, etc. XVII. 
— L. valva leaf of a door, (chiefly pl.) folding 
doors, prob. rel. to volvere roll (see INVOLVE, 
REVOLVE, VOLUTE). Cf. F. valve, Pg. valva. 
So va-lvular. xvill. — modL. valvuldris, £. 
valvula, dim. of L. valva. 


vambrace væ mbreis defensive armour for 
the arm. xIv. ME. vaun(t)bras ~ AN. vaunt- 
bras, aphetic of OF. avantbras, f. avant 
before (:- Rom. *ab ante) + bras arm 
(:- L. bracchium — Gr. brakhion, f. brakhis 
short); cf. ADVANCE, AVAUNT, BRACE!. 


vamose vomou's, vamoose vomi's (orig. 

U.S.) to make off, decamp. xix. = Sp. 
vamos let us go :—- L. vádámus 1st pers. pl. 
pres. subj. of vadere go (cf. EVADE, INVADE, 
PERVADE). 


vamp! vasmp part of hose covering the foot 
and ankle x11; part of a boot or shoe cover- 
ing the front of the foot xvi. - AN. 
*vaumpé, aphetic of OF. avantpié (mod. 
avantpied), f. avant before (see prec.) 4- pie(d) 
:- L. pede-m, pés roor. Hence vamp vb. 
provide with a vamp, patch xvi; produce as 
by patching xvir; extemporize (an accom- 
paniment, etc.) xvi. @ For the fall of 
AN. -é cf. ASSIGN?, COSTIVE, etc.; the full 
form was repr. by tvamp(e)y XV-XVH. 


vamp’ vemp (sl) woman who employs 
her sexual attraction unscrupulously. xx. 
Shortening of next. 


vampire va:mpaiol preternatural malig- 
nant being, supposed to suck blood ; person 
who preys upon others ; (after Buffon) kind 
of bat supposed to suck blood. xvi. =F. 
vampire or G. vampir— Magyar vampir 
= identical form in SI. langs., in which there 
are vars. such as Bulg. vapir, Russ upyr’, 
Pol. upiór; the ult. origin may be Turk. 
uber witch. 


vamplate ve-mpleit plate on a lance serv- 
ing as a guard for the hand. xiv. — AN. 
vauntplate, f. vaunt-, aphetic of (O)F. 
avant- before (see VAMP!)+ plate PLATE. 


van! ven winnowing basket or shovel xv; 
shovel used in testing ore, etc. ; (poet.) wing 
XVII; sail of a windmill xIx. Southern and 
western var. of FAN! prob. reinforced by 
(O)F. van or L. eannus. Q For initial v 
repl. f cf. tvade, tvardingale, VANE, VAT, 
VENEER, VENT*, VIAL, VIXEN. 


van? væn. XVII, Short for VANGUARD. 


van? væn covered vehicle for conveying 
goods. XIX. Shortening of CARAVAN. 


vanadium  voneidiom chemical element. 
XIX. — modL. vanadium (Sefstróm, 1830), 
f. ON. Vanadís name of the Scand. goddess 
Freyja ; see -1UM. 


Vandal vae:ndol] member of a Germanic 
tribe which invaded Western Europe in the 
fourth and fifth centuries A.D., and in 435 
sacked Rome xvi; destroyer of beautiful or 
venerable things xvi. = L. Vandalus, pl. 
Vandali (Pliny), also -alit, -ilii (Tacitus), 


-uli- Germ. *Wandal-, -il-, -ul- (repr. by 
OE. Wendlas pl., OHG. Wentil- in personal 
names, G. Wandale, ON. Vendill); cf. F. 
Vandale, etc. Hence vandalism. xvin; 
after F. vandalisme (Henri Grégoire c.1793). 


Vandyke vzndaik portrait by Vandyke; 
lace or linen collar in the style of those 
depicted in his portraits xviir; deep-cut 
point on a garment, etc. XIX. Name of 
Sir Anthony Vandyke (anglicized form of 
Van Dyck), Flemish painter 1599-1641. 
Hence as vb. provide with deep-cut points 
or zigzag ornament. XVIII. 


vane vein plate of metal rotating on a 
spindle to show the direction of the wind 
xv; sail of a windmill; sight of a surveying 
instrument xvi; web of a feather XVIH. 
Southern and western var. of tfane (1) flag, 
banner, (2) weather-cock, OE. fana = 
OFris. fana, fona, OS., OHG. fano (G. fahne), 
Goth. fana cloth :- Germ. *fanon t= pre- 
Germ. *ponon-, rel. to L. pannus piece of 
cloth, OS]. o|pona curtain, ponjava piece 
of cloth, curtain. Cf. van}. 


vang ver (naut.) rope for steadying the 
gafts of a sail. xvii. — Du. vang in vanglijn 
painter. 


vanguard vengaid foremost division of 
an army. xv. Earlier vandgard, var. of 
tvantgard, aphetic of ‘tavanigard (xv)- 
(O)F. avant-garde, Tavangarde, f. avant 
before (:- Rom. *ab ante) -- garde GUARD. 
Earlier forms were  Tvantward — (xim), 
Tavantward (xiv), Tvanward (xv), vaward 
(xIv), the latter being familiar in echoes of 
Sh. ‘2 Hen. IV’ 1 ii 200. 


vanilla vonilo (pod of) climbing orchid, 
Vanilla planifolia xvi1; aromatic substance 
obtained therefrom xvi. -— Sp. vainilla, 
dim. of vaina sheath :- L. vagina VAGINA. 
In early use in various (esp. perverted) 
forms, e.g. vaynilla, vanello, -il(l)io; -tllo; 
finally assim. to F. vanille. Cf. It. vainigha, 
Pg: bainilha. 


vanish ve-nif disappear rapidly. XIV 
(R. Mannyng). Aphetic - e(s)vaniss-, leng- 
thened stem (see -1sH?) of OF. e(s)vanir = 
It. svanire, Pg. esvahir (cf. Pr. esvanezir) 
:- Rom. *exvàánire, for L. evanescere, f. ë- 
EX-!-- vànus empty, VAIN. 


vanity va:niti vain or worthless thing XIII; 
quality of being vain xiv. — (O)F. vanité — 
Sp. vanidad, lt. vanità:- L. vünitütem, 
-Laàs, f. vünus VAIN ; see -ITY. 


Van John ven dja:n si. perversion of 
VINGT-UN. XIX. 


vanquish ve-nkwif overcome, defeat. 

xiv. Early forms vencus (Sc. vincus), 
venquis, venquisshe, the ven- forms being 
superseded by van- in xvi, by assoc. with 
late OF. vain-, and the ending assim. to 
-ISH in XV; f. pp. vencus and pt. venquis of 
OF. veintre, vaintre (mod. vaincre) $= L. 
vincere conquer (cf. VICTOR). 
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VANTAGE 





vantage vantéd3 Tadvantage, profit xir 
(Cursor M.); position of superiority xv; 
Tadditional amount xvi; (in lawn tennis) 
XIX. = AN. vantage, aphetic of OF. avan- 
tage ADVANTAGE. 


vant-brace var. of VAMBRACE. XIV. 


vapid vz-pid flat, insipid (of beverages) 
XVII; (of talk, etc.) xviir. - L. vapidus, rel. 
to cappa flat or sour wine, and perh. 
further to vapor VAPOUR; see -ID!, 


vapour veipəi steam, steamy exhalation 
xiv (Ch., Wyclif); (pl.) exhalations arising 
in the human body xv; (arch.) morbid 
condition resulting from these xvii. - (O)F. 
vapeur, t-our (= Sp. vapor, It. vapore) or 
L. vapóre-m, vapor steam, heat; see prec. 
and -ovR*, So va:porovs. xvi. f. late L. 
vapórus or =~ late L. «apóorosus; cf. F. 
vaporeux. 


Varangian vəræ'ndziən one of the Scand. 
rovers who in IX-X overran parts of Russia 
and reached Constantinople. xvin (Gib- 
bon) £f. medL. Varangus -medGr. Bá- 
rangos — (through Slav. langs.) ON. Varingi 
(pl. Varingjar) prob. f. vdr (pl. várar) 
plighted faith; see -IAN. 


varec(h) ve:rek seaweed xvit ; carbonate of 
soda obtained from it xix. -— F. varec(A), 
OF. warec, vrec - ON. *wrek WRECK. 


variable vea-riabl liable to vary. xiv (Ch., 

Trevisa). - (O)F. variable - L. varidbilis, f. 
variüre, see VARY, -ABLE. Hence varia- 
bility. xvii. So variance  vea-rians 
variation, difference XIV; discrepancy; 
dissension xV (at v. XVI). — OF. variance 
— L. variantia, f. varidre. va‘riANT tin- 
constant, not uniform (Ch.); diverse, differ- 
ing (from) xiv; sb. xix. -—(O)F. variant. 
varia‘TION  Tdifference, divergence XIV 
(Ch.); fact or instance of varying XVI. 
- (O)F. or L. 


varicose væ'rikous (of a vein) affected with 
a varix. XVIII. — L. varicõōsus, f. varic-, varix 
dilated vein (in Eng. use from XIV, comb. 
form varico- in varicocele (xvii), £. Gr. Rélé 
tumour); see -OsE!, 


variegate veo-riégeit make varied xvir. f. 
pp. stem of L. variégdre (Apuleius), f. L. 
varius VARIOUS; see -ATE*. So variega-- 
TION. XVI. 


variola voraiolo (med.) smallpox. xvii. 
= Jate L. variola pustule, pock, f. L. varius 
speckled, variegated, VARIOUS. 


variorum veorid:rem edition of a work 
containing the observations of various com- 
mentators. XVIII. g. pl. m. of L. varius 
VARIOUS in phr. editto cum notis variorum 
‘edition with the notes of various’ (editors). 


various vearias tvariable, changeable xv1; 
varied, variegated ; (with pl.) differing from 
one another xvii (Milton). f. L. varius; see 
-Iovs. So varIETY vorariti. Xv. —- (O)F. 
or L. 


VASELINE 

varlet va-slit attendant, e.g. on a knight 

XV; knave, rascal xvi. =- OF., varlet, var. of 
vaslet, vadlet VALET. 


varmint  vàumint (dial) vermin xvi; 
troublesome or mischievous creature XVIII. 
var. of varmin VERMIN, with parasitic £ as in 
peasant, tyrant. 


varnish và-nif solution of resinous matter 
used for providing a hard shiny coat xiv; 
fig. xvi. ME. vernisch~(O)F.  vernis 
(whence also Du. wernis, G. firnis) == Pr. 
vernitz Sp. barniz, It. vernice :- medL. 
veronice-m, veronix (VIII) fragrant resin, 
sandarac, or —medGr. bereniké, prob. ap- 
pellative use of the town-name (Berenice, 
in Cyrenaica). So va:rnish vb. xiv. - OF. 
verniss(i)er, -1c(i)er — It. verniciare (cf. Pr. 
envernizar, Sp. barnizar), f. the sb. (F. 
vernir, -iss- XVI is a new formation on 


the sb.). 


varsity va-isiti XIX (earlier Tversity Xvil). 
colloqd. clipped form of UNIVERSITY; cf, 
varsal (xvii) early Tversal (xvi, Sh.), for 
universal. 


varsovienne vaisouvie:n dance resembling 
Polish national dances. xix. F., fem. of 
varsovten, f. Varsovie Warsaw. 


varvel vāuvəl metal ring attached to a 
hawk’s jess. xvr. Earler Tvervel - (O)F. 
vervelle, tvarvelle, syncopated form of 
vertevelle :- Rom. *certibella, beside *verti- 
bellum (whence F. verveux, It. bertovello 
hoop-net), dim. of late L. vertibulum joint, 
f. vertere turn (cf. VERTEBRA) with suffix of 
instrument as in L. infundibulum funnel. 
(Cf. dial. vardle xvi, vartiwell xvilI eye of 
a hinge, hinge.) 

vary  veori undergo change, cause to 
cbange. xiv (Ch., Wyclif, Trevisa). - (O)F. 
varier or L. variáre (whence also Sp. variar, 
It. variare), f. varius various. Hence 
varied veo-rid diverse xv1 (Sh.); variegated 
XVIII; see -ED' and cf. F. varié, L. varidtus 
(Apuleius); twice in Sh., but not gen. 
current before xvii (Prior, Pope). 


vascular ve-skjtilor pert. to tubular vessels. 
XVII. —- modL. «asculüris, f. L. vásculum, 
dim. of vàs vessel; see next and -AR. 


vase väz, (formerly) vz, (earlier, now U.S.) 
veis, veiz ornamental vessel of circular 
section. XVII. F. vase ~ L. was, earlier also 
vasum,  vüsus vessel, dish, implement, 
utensil, pl. military baggage. Rhymes used 
by Swift, Byron, Emerson, Whittier, and 
Lowell show the pronunc. veis. (In xvii 
the L. pl. vēsa was used as pl. and s. in Eng. 
contexts.) A comb. form vaso- versou is 
used 1n physiol. and path. terms relating to 
vascular parts XIX. 

vaseline væ'səlin, væ'z- proprietary name, 
registered as a trade mark in 1872 by the 
Chesebrough Manufacturing Company, for 
an ointment or lubricant obtained from 
petroleum. XIX. irreg. f. G. wasser va'sər 
WATER -+ Gr. éljaion O1L+-INE5, 
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VASSAL 


vassal vz-sal tenant in fee xIv; transf. and 
fig. xv. —(O)F. vassal = Pr. vasal (whence 
Sp. vasallo, It. vassallo) = medL. wassallus 
man-servant, retainer, of Celtic origin; the 
simplex wassus (see VAVASOUR) corr. to 
OGaulish -vassus in personal names, e.g. 
Dagovassus, OBret. uuas (Bret. goaz), W. 
ptas, lr. foss servant. So va:ssalAGE. XIV 
— OF. vassalage (mod. vasselage) = Pr. 
vassalatge. 








vast vast of immense size or amount. XVI. 
= L. vastus waste, uncultivated, immense 
(whence also F. vaste, Sp., It. vasto), pp. 
formation on a base *wās-, repr. also by L. 
vānus (:= *wăäsnos) VAIN, vascus empty, Ir. 
fás empty, and WGerm. *wost- (OE. weste, 
OS. cósti, OHG. wuosti, Du. woest, G. 
tüst). Hence va:sty!. xvi (Sh.). 


vat vet cask or tun for liquid. xni. 
Southern and western var. of fat, OE. fet = 
OF ris. fet, OS. fat (Du. vat), OHG. faz 
(G. fass), ON. fat :- CGerm. (exc. Gothic) 
*fatam vessel, cask, rel. to OFris. fatia, 
MLG. vaten, OHG. fazzén (G. fassen hold, 
contain, seize), f. *fat-, whence also OE. 
fetel, etc. (see FETTLE); IE. *pód- is repr. 
also by Lith. púdas pot, Lett. puods, 
OPruss. dim. podalis. For initial v cf. vAN1. 


Vatican væ'tikən palace of the Pope on the 
Vatican Hillin Rome. xvi. = F. Vatican or 
L. Vāticãnus (sc. collis hill, móns mountain); 
see -AN. 


vaticinate votisineit predict. xvit. f. pp. 
stem of L. vàticinàri, f. vátés seer, prophet, 
poet, rel. to Ir. faith poet, W. gwawd song 
of praise, and Germ. *wéd- (whence OF. 
wod mad, wop song, OHG. wuot rage, ON. 
ddr possessed, inspired, ddr poetry, Goth, 
wod-, *zeGps possessed). So vaticina:TION 
vet:-. xvii (Holland). - L. 


vaudeville vou-dovil light popular song 
XVIII; light stage performance interspersed 
with songs xix. — F. vaudeville Ttypical 
song or play, theatrical piece interspersed 
with rhymes, alt. of vaudevire (xv), f. Vau 
de Vire ‘valley of Vire’, name of a region of 
Calvados, Normandy, the songs of which 
had a vogue in xv. 


Vaudois vou:dwa. xvi. F. 
densis WALDENSIAN. 


vault! vòlt arched roof or ceiling xiv; 
burial chamber xvi. ME. voute, vaute - 
OF. voute, vaute (mod. voûte) = Pr. volta, 
vouta, Pg., It. volta: Rom. *volta, *vol- 
vita, pp. fem. (for volūta) of L. volvere turn 
(cf. VOLUTE). So vault vb. = OF. vouter 
(mod. voáüter). ''he sp. with / appeared xv 
(after later OF. usage), and permanently 
influenced the pronunc. as in FAULT. Hence 
vau'ltacE. xvi (Sh.). 


:- medL. Wal- 


vault? vòlt +leap on to (a horse) xvi; leap 
with the support of the hand xvi. - OF. 
volter, voulter turn (a horse), gambol, 
leap = Cat. voltar upset, Pg. voltar roll, 
It. voltare :- Rom. *volitàre, *volütare or 


VEGA 


*oolvitàre, frequent. f. L. volvere roll (see 
VOLUTE); assim. to prec. 


vaunt vónt (arch.) boast; prob. orig. refl. 

XIV - AN. vaunter, (O)F. {vanter = Pr. 
vantar := late L. vànitüre, later vantare, 
f. vdnus VAIN; partly aphetic of earlier 
Tavaunt (- OF. avanter). 





vaunt-courier v5:nt-, và-ntkurio: one of an 
advance guard; forerunner (now in echoes 
of Sh. ‘Lear’ 111 ii 5). xvi. Also van-courter ; 
aphetic of avant-courier = F. avant-courrter ; 
cf. COURIER. 


vavasour ve:vosuo1 feudal tenant imme- 
diately below a baron. xir. ME. vauasour, 
-er, later also  valvasour  (xvi-) - OF. 
vavas(s)our (mod. vavasseur) — medL. vavas- 
sor, supposed, but without conclusive 
evidence, to derive from medL. vassus vas- 
sōrum ‘VASSAL of vassals’. Cf. Pr. va(l)vasor, 
It. valvassore, barbassoro. 


vaward see VANGUARD. 


veal vil flesh of a calf xiv (Ch.); (dial.) calf 
xv. — AN. vel, veel = OF. nom. veiaus, obl. 
veel (mod. veau), Pr. vedel, Cat. vedell, It. 
vitello :~ L. vitellu-s, dim. of vitulus calf, 
perh. orig. ‘yearling’ (cf. Gr. fételon 
yearling, f. rétos year; the base is repr. also 
by Skr. vatsds calf, OE. weber WETHER, 
Goth. wibrus lamb). 


vector  ve'któi ‘f(astron.) for radius v. 
variable line drawn to a curve from a fixed 
point xvl11; (math.) quantity having direc- 
tion as well as magnitude x1x (W. R. Hamil- 
ton, 1843). —L. vector carrier, traveller, 
rider, agent-noun f. vect-, pp. stem of 
vehere carry ; see WAY, -TOR. 


Veda verdo any of the four ancient sacred 
books of the Hindus. xvi. —Skr. véda 
knowledge, sacred knowledge, sacred book, 
f. *wid- know (see wit”). Hence Vedic 
vei'dik, vi-dik pert. to the Vedas; sb. the 
language of these, an early form of Sanskrit. 
xix. — F. védique or G. vedisch. 


vedette videt mounted sentry in advance 
of outposts. xvil. -— E. vedette scout, 
sentinel — It. vedetta, alt. (after vedere see) 
of south It. veletta, £. Sp. vela watch, f. velar 
watch (= F. veiller, etc.) :- L. vigilàre; see 
VIGILANT, -ETTE. 


veer! vior frun out (a line) xv; allow to 
drift further off xvr; pay out (a cable) xvitr. 
— (M)Du. vieren let out, slacken (whence 
also G. vieren, fieren, Sw. fira, Da. fire) = 
OHG. fieren, fiaren give direction to. 


veer? vior change course or direction 
(spec. clockwise) of wind. xvi. ~(O)F. 
virer = Pr., Sp. virar, It. virare = Rom. 
*virüre, perh. alt. of L. gyràre GYRATE, by 
assoc. with a verb beginning with v, e.g. 
vertere turn or vibráre shake. 


vega! veiga fertile plain in Spain and 
Spanish America. xviI. ~Sp. (Cat.) vega = 
Pg, veiga. 
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vega? vrgo (astron.) «Lyre. xvi. - Sp. 
(medL.) vega - Arab. wüàqi' falling, in al 
nasr al wāqi‘ ‘the falling vulture’, constella- 
tion Lyra. 


vegetable ve-dzitabl +having the life 
characteristic of a plant xiv ; pert. to plants 
XVI ; sb. plant xvr; plant cultivated for food 
xvi. — (O)F. végétable or late L. vegetabilis 
animating, vivifying, f. L. vegetdre animate, 
enliven, f. vegetus active, f. vegére be active; 
see WAKE?, -ABLE. So ve:getaL!, xv. —- medL. 
*vegetülis (whence F. végétal, etc.). vege- 
tA:RIAN. XIX (the Vegetarian Society was 
formed at Ramsgate in 1847). irreg. f. 
vegetable. ve:getATE? grow or develop after 
the manner of a vegetable xvir; live the life 
of a vegetable, i.e. a dull monotonous 
existence XVII. f. pp. stem of L. vegetàre. 
vegeta'TION growth as of plants xvi; 
concr. XVIL = L. (whence F. végétation, 
etc.). Ve-getATIVE pert. to growth. XIV 
(Trevisa). — (O)F. végétatif, -ive or medL. 
vegetativus; a reduced form vwe'getive was 
common XVI-XVII. vegete vid3i-t healthy. 
XVII. — L. vegetus. 


vehement vrimont intense, severe; very 
forcible. xv. —(O)F. véhément or L. vehe- 
ment-, ~-éns impetuous, violent, perh. for 
*eeméns ‘deprived of mind’ (cf. vécors 
cowardly), altered by assoc. with vehere 
carry (see WAY). So ve-hemeENCE. XVI. 
vehicle vrikl, vihikl medium of applica- 
tion or transmission (first in medical use); 
means of conveyance or transport, XVII. 
= F. véhicule (xvi, Paré) or L. vehiculum 
(also current XVII-XVIII), f. vehere carry; 
see WAY, WEIGH, -CLE. So vehicular 
vihrkjülor. xvir. - late L.. 


vehmgericht veimgorixt, |jife-m-  (hist.) 

secret tribunal active in Westphalia from 
XII to XVI. XIX (Scott). -—G. vehmgericht 
(now fe(h)mgericht), f. vehm (of unkn. 
origin) + gericht court, tribunal (OHG. gi- 
rthti), rel. to recht RIGHT. 


veil veil article of attire covering head or 
face; piece of cloth used as a hanging XIII; 
fig. XIV. — AN. veile and veil — OF. voile 
and voil (mod. voile m. veil, fem. sail) :—- L. 
véla pl. sails and vélum sg. sail, curtain, 
veil. L. vélum veil is referred by some to 
*weslom (f. *wes- as in vestis VEST'), and so 
distinguished from vélum sail :— *wegslom, 
f. *weg- of vehere carry (see WAY); others 
assume the same origin, viz. *wegzlom, 
f. *weg- weave (Olr. figim I weave, W. 
gwen weave; cf. wAx!). Hence veil vb. xiv 
(Wycl. Bible) f. the sb. after OF. tveiler, 
F. voiler or L. vélàre. 


vein vein A. tubular vessel in which blood 
is conveyed through the animal body xii: 
(of a leaf xvi); B. Tsmall channel through 
which water flows xii; line of deposit of 
mineral or earthy matter xIv; C. strain of 
some quality; natural tendency; charac- 
teristic style; personal disposition ; humour, 


[VELVET 


mood xvi. ~(O)F. veine == Pr., Sp., It. 
vena :— L. vēna (cf. VENOUS). Like Gr. ¢Aép 
L. vena was used of mineral deposits, 
watercourses, and the veins of leaves; it 
was further applied to the innate or inward 
part or nature of a thing, natural disposition, 
(poetic) genius. F. veine is used absol. for 
veine poétique (phr. se sentir en veine be in- 
spired); cf. zn the vein in a suitable mood 
(Sh.) Hence veimnv!. xvi. 


velar viloi A. (archit.) resembling a sail 
XVI11; B. pert. to the velum xix. — L. vélaris 
(whence also F. vélaire, etc.), f. wélum 
curtain ; see VELUM, -AR. 


veld, formerly veldt felt, (erron.) velt 
unenclosed country in S. Africa. XIX. 
Afrikaans veld, earlier veldt FIELD. 


veld(t) shoe felt [ü S. African light shoe of 
untanned hide. xix. — Afrikaans veldschoen 
(now velskoen), ult. by assim. to VELD of earlier 
velschoen, f. vel skin, FELL! -- schoen SHOE. 


velitation veliter:[on skirmish. Xvi. = L. 
vélitütio(n-), f. celitàre, f. vélites, pl. of véles 
light-armed soldier, perh. rel. to velox ; see 
VELOCITY, -ATION. 


velleity velriti low degree of volition. xvii. 
-= medL. velleitàs (whence also F. celléité, 
etc.), f. L. velle to wish, WILL?; see -1TY. 


vellum  velom fine parchment prepared 
from calf-skin. xv (velim). —(O)F. vélin, 
f. veel VEAL-+--in -INE!; for the change of 
n to m cf. pilgrim, venom. 
velocipede  vilo:sipid (hist) ‘a wheel 
carriage to ride cock-horse upon, sitting 
astride and pushing it along with the toes, 
a rudder-wheel in hand' (Keats); invented 
bv Baron Drais and patented in England 
1818; early form of pedal bicycle xiX 
(c.1850). —F. oélocipéde, f. L. velox (see 
next)-+ped-, pés FOOT. 
velocity vilo:síti swiftness of motion XVI; 
rapidity of operation xvit. — (O)F. vélocité 
or L. vélocitàs, f. vélox swift, rapid, f. 
*oegslo-, f. base of vegére; see VEGETABLE, 
-ITY. 


velour volusa:: hatter's plush pad XVIII; 
fabric with velvety pile xIx. = F. velours 
(whence tvelure velvet xvi), alt. of OF. 
velous = Pr. velos prop. adj. (sc. drap 
cloth) :- L. villosus hairy, downy, f. villus 
tuft of hair, pl. down, prob. rel. to vellus 
fleece, f. vellere pluck. 


velum . vrlom (anat) soft palate xvi; 
(zool., bot.) membranous structure XIX. 
modL.., in full v. palati, v. pendulum veil of 
the palate, pendulous veil; see VEIL. 


velvet ve:lvit fabric of silk having a dense 
smooth pile x1v; soft downy skin of a deer's 
horn xv. ME. orig. three syll. (cf. the vars. 
velowet, velewet)— OF. veluotte, f. velu 
velvety = Pr. velut, Sp. velludo, It. velluto 
(for *villuto) velvety, velvet -medL. willi- 
tus, f. L. villus down (cf. VELOUR); veluet 
passed through the stage velwet (xv~XVI) on 
its way to velvet. Hence velvetEE'N XVIII. 
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venal vrnol exposed for sale; capable of 
being bought over XVII; mercenary XVIII. 
= L. vēnālis, f. vénum that is for sale (also 
vénó, later vénui), obl. cases of *vénus (cf. 
vénire be sold, lit. ‘go for sale’, vendere sell, 
VEND), rel. to Gr. énos purchase price, dné 
purchase, óneísthai buy, Skr. vasnds price, 
vasnám wages, Arm. gin price, gnem I buy 
t= *zesno- *wosno-3; see -AL!. 


venatic vine-tik pert. to hunting. XVII. 
—L. vénüticus, f£. pp. stem of vénàri hunt; 
see VENERY!, -ATIC. 

vend vend sell; give utterance to. XVII. 
— (O)F. vendre or L. vendere, f. vénum (see 
VENAL)-+-dere, var. of dare give (cf. ADD). 
So vender, vendor (the second is the 
more technical sp.). Xvt. — AN. vendor, -dour 
(modF. wendeur); see -ER!, -OR; hence 
vender’. xvi. ve ndIBLe saleable. xrv (Wycl. 
Bible). - L. 


vendace vendis small freshwater fish 
Coregonus vandesius. XVIII. ~ OF. vendese, 
-oise (mod. vandoise) — Gaulish *vindeésia, 
f. *vindos white (cf. OlIr. find, W. gwynn 
white). 

vendetta vende-ta blood-feud. xix. 
vendetta :- L. vindicta vengeance; 
VINDICTIVE. 


vendue vendja: (U.S. and W. Indies) 
public sale, auction. xvii. = Du. vendu, 
Tvendue — (O)F. (now dial.) vendue sale, f. 
vendre VEND. 


veneer vinia cover with a thin coating of 

finer wood. xvii. Recorded first in the 
gerund faneering, later fineering (common 
in XVIII), veneering (from early XVIII) = 
G. furm(e)rung, fourni(e)rung, vbl. sb. of 
furniren - (OJF. fournir FURNISH. So 
veneer sb. xvin. The loss of r in the 
(unstr.) first syll. is seen also in Da. finer, 
Sw. faner, Russ. fanera. 


venerable ve:naisbl worthy of being 
revered. xv. -(O)F. vénérable or L. 
veneráübilis (whence also Sp. venerable, etc.), 
f. venerüri; see -ABLE. So ve DerATE?. XVII. 
f. pp. stem of L. venerári, f. vener-, venus; 
see VENERY?. veneraA- TION. XV - (O)F. or L. 


~ It. 
see 


venereal vinis-rial pert. to sexual desire or 
intercourse XV; (of disease) communicated 
by sexual intercourse xvir. f. L. venereus, 
f. wvener-, venus love; see VENERY?. 
Several parallel forms have been current, 
with varying range of meanings, based on 
L. wvenereus or  venerius: vene rkAN, 
Tvene-rrEous, Tvene-rtAL. xv1; T vene:riAN. 
xv; Tvenerien. xiv (Ch., Gower) - (O)F. 
vénérien; Tvener-10us. Xv1; also Tv:enerovs. 
XVI; cf. F. Tvénéreux. 


venery' ve-mnoii sport of hunting; Tanimals 
hunted. xiv. —(O)F. vénerie, f. vener = 
Rum. vind t= Rom. *véndre, for L. véndri 
hunt; see -ERY, and cf. VENISON. 


venery* ve‘nori indulgence of sexual desire. 
xv. = medL. venería, f. L. vener-, venus love 


VENT 


(personified as a goddess by the ancient 
Romans); see WISH, -ERY. 





venesection venise:kfon phlebotomy. xvii. 
- medL. cénz sectid ‘cutting of a vein’; see 
VEIN, SECTION. 


Venetian vini-fan pert. to Venice, a city in 
NE. Italy. xv (Lydg.). Late ME. Venicien 
— OF. Venicien (mod. Vénitien) ; later assim. 
to medL. venetidnus, f. L. Venetia (It. Vene- 
zia). Venetian blind, red XVIII. 


vengeance vendzəns act of avenging one- 
self or another. x11I (Cursor M.). -(O)F. 
vengeance, f. venger (whence arch. venge 
XIII) == Pr. venjar, Sp. vengar, It. vendicare 
LL. vindicdre VINDICATE; see -ANCE. So 
ve 'ngervuL'. XVI (Spenser). f. venge, after 
revengeful; cf. avengeful (XVI). 


venial vi:nio] (theol., of sin) not mortal xii 
(Cursor M.); that may be excused xvi. 
- OF. venial (mod. véniel) - late L. venidlis, 
f. venia forgiveness, indulgence, f. base of 
venus ; see VENERY?, -IAL. 


venire XVII, short for venire facias 
vinaio:ri ferjies writ requiring a sheriff to 
summon a jury. xv. L. venire COME, faciás 
you are to cause, 2nd pers. sg. pres. subj. of 
facere D0!, make. 


venison  ven:zon, (U.S.) venszon, (Sc.) 
venisn flesh of an animal killed in the 
chase XIII; (arch.) beast of the chase xiv. 
ME. veneso(u)n, venisoun - OF. veneso(u)n, 
-ison (mod. venaison) = Pr. venaizé = L. 
vénütio(n-) hunting, hunt, game, f. vénári ; 
see VENERY!, -ATION. 


venite vinaiti invitatory psalm at matins. 
XII. = L. venite, imper. pl. of venire COME; 
first word of Psalm xclilv, beginning 
‘Venite, exultemus Domino’ O come, let us 
sing unto the Lord. 


venom  ve:nom poison, lit. and fig. xir. 
ME. venim — OF. venim, (also mod.) vénin 
*- Rom. *venimen, alt. (after L. words in 
-imen) of L. venénum potion, drug, poison 
(whence Pr. veré, Cat. veri, It. veleno, Rum. 
venin), perh. :— *wenesnom love potion, f. 
venus love (see VENERY?). So ve-nom vb. 
XIV; now rare, cf. envenom. venomous 
Tpernicious XIII; poisonous xiv. —(O)F. 
venimeux, f. venim, after late L. venéndsus. 


venose vinous veined. XVIIL. — L. véndsus, 
f. vēna VEIN; see -OSE!, So ve-nous. XVII 
(Bacon); pert. to a vein or veins XVII; con- 
tained in the veins )( arterial XVIII. 


vent! vent Tprovide with an outlet for gas, 
etc. XIV (Wycl. Bible, Trevisa); Tdischarge 
(fluid); give free course to, utter XVI; intr. 
+(of animals) scent, (of others, etc.) rise to 
the surface to breathe xvi. prob. aphetic of 
Tavent (xiv) - OF. aventer, var. of esventer 
(mod. éventer) create wind, expose to the air, 
divulge, scent = Pr., Cat. esventar, It. sven- 
tare, Rum. zvínia :- Rom. *exventàre, f. L. 
ex EX-1 + ventum WIND!. Hence (partly after 
EF. Tesvent, évent) vent sb. A. Tdischarge, 
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utterance; issue, outlet XVI; means of out- 
let, opportunity of escape XVII; B. anus; 
aperture, outlet XV1; way out XVII. 


vent? vent opening or slit in a garment. 
xv. var. of (dial.) fent (xv) - (O)F. fente slit 
:- Rom. *findita (xepl. L. fissa), sb. use of 
fem. pp. of L. findere cleave, split (see FIS- 
SURE). Q For the v cf. vade FADE', VAN}. 


vent? vent disposal by sale. xvi. ~(O)F. 
vente =: Pr., Pg. venda, Sp. venta, It. ven- 
dita :- Rom. *véndita, fem. pp. formation 
on L. céndere VEND. 


ventage ventid3 (arch.) finger-hole in a 
wind instrument. xvii (Sh. ‘Hamlet’ mr ii 
373). f. VENTI- -AGE. 


ventail ve-nteil tneck-piece of armour; 
lower part of the front of a helmet. xiv. 
- OF. vantail or vantaille (= Pr. ventalha, 
It. ventaglia), f. vent wiNp!. See -AL?. 


venter ve:ntoi A. any of two or more wives 
who have borne children to the same man 
xvi; B. belly, abdomen xvii. In A - law- 
F. venter, for (O)F. ventre - L. venter 
belly ; in B. immed. — L. 'I'wo comb. forms 
are used in medical terms, ventri- and 
ventro- (see -O-). XIX. 


ventiduct ve: ntidaAkt passage serving to 
introduce cool or fresh air. xvir. f. L. 
ventus WIND! + ductus DUCT. 


ventil ve-ntil valve controlling wind supply 
in an organ. xix. —G. ventil—It. ventile 
= medL. ventile sluice. 


ventilate ve-ntileit tblow away xv (once); 
investigate freely, sift by discussion XVI; 
give free utterance to; twinnow; tincrease 
(flame), set (air) in motion ; blow upon XVII; 
supply with fresh air xviii. f. pp. stem of 
L. ventilāre brandish, fan, winnow, agitate, 
in late L. discuss, air a subject (whence also 
F. ventiler, etc.), f. ventus WIND! ; see -ATE?. 
So ventila-.TION tmotion in the air xv; 
Tfanning, blowing xvi; free course of the 
air; aeration; admission of fresh air; free 
discussion XVII. ~ (O)F. or L. (exposure to 
the air, Pliny; in AL. discussion). ve-nti- 
IATOR apparatus or opening for removing 
vitiated air and introducing a fresh supply. 
xvi (S. Hales, 1743); hence F. ventilateur, 
etc. 


ventosity vento:síti flatulence xiv (Tre- 
visa); bombast. xvi. —(O)F. ventosité or late 
L. ventésitas, f. L. ventósus, f. ventus WIND! ; 
see -OSITY. 


ventricle ve:ntrik] (anat.) any of the cavi- 
ties of the heart, brain, etc. xiv ('Lanfranc's 
Cirurgie’). — L. ventriculus, dim. of VENTER; 
see -CLE. 


ventriloquv? ventrrlokwi speaking so that 
the sound appears to come from some- 
where other than the speaker. xvi. — modL. 
ventriloquium, f. ventri-, VENTER -+ loqui 
speak, after Gr. éyyaorptuvÜos ‘speaking in 
the belly’ is superseded largely by ven- 
tri-loquism. xvi, f. ventriloquist. XVII, 


VERB 


which superseded fventriloquus (xvii- 
XVIII) — late L. (Tertullian). 


venture ve-ntíor; -tjor chance xv (chiefly, 
after 1500, in phr. a£ a v. at random, by 
chance); chancy or speculative enterprise 
XVI. ÁAphetic of aventure ADVENTURE, partly 
through apprehending a- as the indef. 
article (esp. in phr. at aventure). So venture 
vb. (in various applications, trans., refl., 
and intr.; chiefly from xvi) xv (Lydg.; 
often venter XV-XViI). Aphetic of aventure 
ADVENTURE vb. Hence ve-nturznt!, xvr; also 
short for merchant adventurer (XV), m. 
venturer (XVI). venturous. XVI, venture- 
SOME}, XVII. 


venue ve:nju A. tassault, attack xrv; thrust, 
esp. in fencing; fencing bout xvi (earlier in 
naturalized form veny; cf. dial. vally 
value). B. Tarrival xiv (rare); (leg.) place 
where an action is laid or to which a jury is 
summoned xvi; place of meeting, locality 
xix. —(O)F. venue, sb. use of pp. fem. of 
venir t— L. venire COME. 


Venus vinos A. ancient Roman goddess of 
beauty and love OE.; beautiful woman; 
Tvenery xvi. B. (astron.) second planet in 
distance from the sun x11; f{alch.) copper 
xiv, (her.) green xv1; (member of) genus of 
bivalve molluscs xvi. See VENERY?. 


venville ve-nvil form of tenure in parishes 

adjoining the forest of Dartmoor, giving 
certain privileges in the use of the forest. 
xiv. Earliest forms wengejeild, vennefeild, 
vyndefeld, in which the second el. was 
replaced by viLL, and the first el. is of un- 
known origin. 


veracious virer[os observant of the truth 
XVII; conforming to the truth xvur. f. L. 
vērãci-, verāx, f. vērus true; see VERY, -IOUS. 
So veracity viræ'siti. XVII. = F. or medL., 


verandah, (U.S.) -da vore: ndo open 

portico along the side of a house. xvni. 
- Hindi varandā (cf. Bengali bärāndā)- 
Pg. varanda, tSp. baranda railing, balus- 
trade, balcony, of unkn. origin. F. véranda 
is from Eng. 


veratrine ve-ratrain poisonous alkaloid 

obtained from species of Veratrum. XIX. 
— F. vératrine, f. L. vērātrum hellebore ; see 
-INEP, 


verb vàib (gram.) part of speech serving to 
predicate. xiv (Wycl. Bible, Prologue). 
—- O(F). verbe or L. verbum womb. So 
ve:-rbar! dealing with words xv (Caxton); 
consisting of words, oral; pert. to a verb 
XVI; concerned with words only xvm. 
— (O)F. verbal or late L. verbàlis. verbatim 
vaibei'tim word by word. xv. medL.; cf. 
LITERATIM. verbiAGE vad-ibiid3 excessive 
accumulation of words xviii; wording X!X. 
~ F. cerbiage, f. Tverbeier chatter, f. verbe- 
-eier :- Rom. *-idiüáre — Gr. -ízein. CK. 
Pg. verbiagem. verbo: sE! wordy, prolix. 
xvil- L. verbosus. verbo-siry. xvi. -L. 


[974] 


VERBASCUM 


VERMICULAR 


verbascum voibz:skom mullein. xvi. L. | verge? vaid3 descend towards the hori- 


(Pliny), whence Sp., Pg., It. verbasco. 


verbena voibi:no (Roman antiq.) L., usu. pl., 
certain leaves or twigs used in sacred rites ; 


zon; move in a certain direction, incline, 
tend. xvii. - L. vergere bend, incline; cf. 
CONVERGE, DIVERGE. 


vervain, XVI. verger  v3udso1 official bearing a rod 


verb(um) sat. sap. vaib(am) set sep 
Shortening abbrev. of L. verbum satis 
sapienti a word to the wise (is) enough. 


before a church or university dignitary. XV. 
~ AN. *verger (cf. late L. virgarius), f. verge 
VERGE! ; see -ER?, 


verdant vs-1dont green (of vegetation). verify ve'rifai prove to be true XIV; ascer- 


late xvi, Of obscure origin; perh. - OF. 
verdeant, prp. of verdoier (mod. -oyer) — 
It. verdeggiare (-iante) :- L. *oiridiáre, f. 
viridis green, VERT! ; with reduction to two 


tain the correctness of XVI. = (O)F. vérifier 
— medL. vérificàre, f. vérus true; see VERY, 
-FY. So ve:rificA-TION. xiV. —(OJ)F. or 
medL. 


syll. after prps. in -ANT and assoc. with | verily verili in truth xrm (Cursor M.); in 


VERDURE. 


verd antique v3id ántrk variety of green 
serpentine marble. xviir. — F. tverd antique 
(now vert a.); also in It. form verde 
anti-co. XVIII; see VERT!, ANTIQUE. 


verderer  vó-xdoror royal forester. xvi. 
— AN. verderer, extended form of verder — 


versions of the Bible, rendering Vulg. L. 
amén, Gr. amén AMEN XIV. ME. verraily, 
verreli, verrili, f. VERY -- -Lv?, after OF. 
verrai(eyment (mod. vraiment), and AN. 
veirement = OF. votrement (:— Rom. *véra- 
mente), whence ‘tfverement, ‘Tverament, 
tveriment (all xiv). 


(O)F. verdier :- Rom. *viridariu-s, f. L. | Verisimilar verisi-miler having the sem- 


viridis green, VERT! ; see -ER?, 


verdict v5xidikt decision of a jury. xim. 
ME. verdict- AN.  verdit — OF.  veir-, 
voirdit, f. veir, voir = L. vérum true+ dit 


blance of truth. xvir. f. L. vérisimilis, veri 
similis ‘like the truth’, i.e. g. sg. of vérus 
true, similis like. So ve:risimi-lirupr. xvir. 
—-L. See VERY, SIMILAR, SIMILITUDE. 


:- L. dictum saying, speech, sb. use of n. pp. | Verity veriti truth XIV; true statement or 


of dicere say; see VERY, DICTION. The sp. 
with ct became current xv1; the ME. form, 
with loss of £, survives 1n dial. vardy. 


verdigris vo'idigris green rust of copper. 
XIV. ME. verdegres, vertegres - OF. verte- 
grez, earlier vert de Grece (mod. vert-de- 
gris) ‘green of Greece’ (see VERT"), latinized 
viride grecum. The reason for the name is 


opinion xVI. ME. verite — (O)F. verité, repl. 
OF. verté — Pr. verdat, Sp. verdad, Pg. ver- 
dade, lt. verità t- L. véritátem, nom. -tàs, 
f. vérus true; see VERY, -ITY. So ve ritABLE 
Ttrue; genuine, real xv (Caxton); (after 
modF.) that is really so xix. -—(O)F. véri- 
table; out of use by c.1650, said by Webster 
1828 to be ‘little used’, re-adopted c.1830. 


unkn.; cf. synon. G. griinspan (MHG, | Verjuice v5-1d3is acid juice of unripe fruit. 


grüenespün, more usu. spangrüen) ‘Spanish 
green’, medL. viride Hispanicum. 'The for- 


XIV. = OF. vertjus, (also mod.) verjus, i.e. 
vert jus ‘green juice’; see VERT!, JUICE. 


mation was at an early date obscured and | vermeil v3-smil (arch.) vermilion; adj. xv: 


various corruptions ensued. 


verditer v5-iditer pigment made by 
adding chalk to a solution of nitrate of 
copper. XVI. - OF. verd de terre (mod. 
vert d. t.) 'green of earth! ; see VERT!, TERRA. 


verdure v3:d5ei, -djaz fresh green colour; 
green herbage xiv; frich tapestry orna- 


sb, xv1 (Spenser); (from modF.) silver gilt, 
gilt bronze xix. -(O)F. vermeil = Pr. 
vermelh, Sp. bermejo, Pg. vermèlho = L. 
vermiculu-s little worm, grub, used in Vulg. 
Ex. xxxv 25 for coccum scarlet (see COCHI- 
NEAL), dim. of vermis WORM. See VER- 
MILION. 


mented with vegetation; +freshness; ftaste, | Vermi-, comb. form of L. vermis WORM, as in 


savour, odour xvi. — (O)F. verdure (cf. Pr., 
Sp., Pg., It. verdura), £. Tverd green; see 
VERT], -URE. From xv to xvii freq. by-forms 
were Tverder, Tverdour — OF. verdour ; cf. 


ve-rmicIDE!. XIX, Ve-rmiruGE adj. xvir, sb. 
XVIII, Vermi-PAROUS. XVII, Vermi:VOROUS. 
XVIII, some of which have L. or F. ante- 
cedents. 


Pr., Sp., Pg. verdor, It. verdore and see | vermicelli ^ v3imiseli, -tfeli wheaten 


-OR*. 


verge! vàid3 penis (now only after modF.) 
XIV ; rod or wand of office xv ; eitthin the v. 
(tr. AN. dedeinz la verge, in AL. infra virgam) 


paste, of Italian origin, prepared in long 
slender hard threads. xvir. — It. vermicelli, 
pl. of vermicello, dim. of verme :- L. vermis 
WORM. 


within the area subject to the Lord High | vermicular voirarkjülor Tperistaltic xvit; 


Steward (with ref. to his rod of office); 
extreme edge, margin, bank, border xv; 
space within a boundary, scope xvir (Dry- 
den, ‘and verge enough for more’, imitated 
by Gray, and echoed later). —(O)F. verge 
= Pr., Sp., It. verga, Rum. vargd :- L. 
virga rod. Hence verge vb. fborder, edge 
xvir; border (up)on, esp. fig. XVIII. 
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pert. to a worm or worms, vermiform XVIII. 
- medL. vermiculdris, f. L. wvermiculus 
(whence vermicle. xv11, vermicule. xviil), 
dim. of vermis WORM, after F. vermiculaire ; 
see -CULE, -AR. So vermicula-rioN being 
infested with worms; tortuous boring, as 
of a worm. xvii. = i. (Pliny), f. vermi- 
culäri be worm-eaten. 


VERMILION 


VERST 











vermilion vaimi'ljan cinnabar or red 
mercuric sulphide xr; colour of this, 
bright red xiv. ME. vermelyon = OF. ver- 
meillon (corr. to Pr. vermelhó, Sp. bermellón, 
-millén, It. vermiglione), f. vermeil VERMEIL. 


vermin vd-Imin animals of a noxious or 
offensive kind. xut. = OF. vermin, (also 
mod.) vermine !— Rom. *verminum, -îna, 
f. L. vermin-, vermis WORM; see -INE!. So 
ve:xrminous. xvi. -= F. or L. 


vermouth, -muth v5:müt, -müp alco- 
holic cordial of white wine flavoured with 
worm wood, etc. XIX. -F. vermout- G. 
vermut (see WORMWOOD), with assim. to 
the early G. sp. wermuth. 


vernacular  voinz:kjülor pert. to the 
native language. xvil. f. L. verndculus 
domestic, native, indigenous (applied by 
Varro to native Roman words), f. verna 
home-born slave; see -AR. Also sb. XVIII. 


vernal vd:1nol pert. to the spring. XvI. 
— L. vernális, f. vernus of the spring, f. vér 
spring; see -ALl. So verna TION (bot.) 
arrangement of leaves or fronds in the bud. 
XVIII. — modL. (Linneus), f. verndre bloom, 
f. vernus. 


vernicle v3:unikl cloth with which, accord- 
ing to legend, a woman wiped the face of 
Jesus Christ on the way to Calvary and on 
which his features were impressed ; repre- 
sentation. of this. xiv (PPL, Ch). - OF. 
vernicle, alt. of vernique, (also mod.) véronique 
— medL. veronica, which has been supposed 
to be a perversion of *véra icón ‘true image’ 
(see VERY, ICON) and was subsequently taken 
as the name of the woman herself. For the 
parasitic Z cf. barnacle, chronicle. An 
equally old var. is vernacle, of obscure 
origin; cf. medL. vernaculum. An earlier 
(rare) syn. is Tveroni xii1 (Cursor M.) - AN. 
*veronie. Veronica (xvii, Evelyn) has also 
been current. 


vernier v3:nior movable scale for taking 
minute measurements. XVIII. = F. vernier, 
f. name of Paul Vernier (1580-1637), French 
mathematician, who described it in ‘Qua- 
drant nouveau de mathématiques’, 1631. 


veronal ve-ronel  diethyl-malonyl-urea, 
used as a hypnotic. xx. — G. veronal (Emil 
Fischer), f. Verona, name of an It. town; 
said to be so named because the German 
inventor was on his way to the town at the 
time the choice of name was discussed ; see 
-AL!. 

veronica vironiko plant of a scrophu- 
lariaceous genus. Xvi. Obscure use of the 
name Veronica (see VERNICLE). 


verrucose  verü'kous full of warty ex- 
crescences. XVII. — L. verrücósus, f. verrüca, 
ult. rel. to WART ; see -Osk!. 


versatile v5-1sotail changeable, inconstant, 
xvii (Bacon). - F. versatile or L. versátilis, 
f. versat-, pp. stem of versdre, frequent. of 
vertere turn; VERSE, -ILE. 





verse v3is metrical line; versicle OE.; 
section of a psalm or canticle x11 (now 
merged into: one of the small sections into 
which a chapter of the Bible is divided xvi) ; 
metrical composition xri (Cursor M.); 
group of metrical lines, stanza (a sense of 
Eng. development) xiv. OE. fers, corr. to 
OF ris. fers, MLG., OHG. (Du., G.), ON. 
vers — L. versus turn of the plough, furrow, 
line, row, line of writing, verse, f. vers-, pp. 
stem of vertere turn (see -WARD, WORTH?) ; 
reinforced or repl. in ME. by adoption of 
(O)F. vers (— Pr. vers, Sp., Pg., It. verso), 
from the same L. source. Q The division 
of chapters of the Bible into ‘verses’, intro- 
duced in the folio edition of Stephanus’ Gr. 
N.T. in 1551, was adopted by Whittingham 
in his Eng. N.T. of 1557 and in the Geneva 
Bible of 1560. 


versed! viist (math.) in v. sime (xvi). tr. 
modL.. sinus versus, i.e. L. sinus SINE’, versus 
turned, pp. of vertere turn (cf. VERSE, VER- 
SION); the L. phr. tr. Arab. rendering of 
Prakrit utkrama-jivā ‘inverse-order sine’ 
(jivāä, by-form of Skr. jyd, Vedic jia@ bow- 
string). 


versed? vdist experienced or skilled in, XVII. 
— F. versé or its source L. versátus, pp. of 
versüri stay, be situated, be occupied or 
engaged, pass. of versdre, frequent. of 
vertere turn ; see VERSION, -ED!. @ In xviti- 
XIX the sense was borne also by versant = L. 
versãns prp. (cf. CONVERSANT). 


versicle v5-isikl (liturg.) short sentence or 
phrase recited antiphonally with a response 
XIV; little verse xv. — (O)F. versicule or L. 
versiculus, dim. of versus VERSE; see -CLE. 


versicoloured v5-1sikalord of changing 
colour. XVII. f. L. versicolor, f. versus, pp. 
of vertere turn (see -WARD, WORTRŽË)-- color 
COLOUR; see -ED?, Earlier occas. adoptions 
were tverse-coloured, tversicolo(u)r (XVII). 


versify v3-1sifai write in verse. xIv (PPI, 
Ch.). = (O)F. versifier = L. versificãre (Lu- 
cilius) ; see VERSE, -IFY. So versifica'TION. 
XVIIL. = L. (Quintilian). versifieR! v35-si- 
faio1 xıv (Rolle, Trevisa); syns. (xvir) with 
various implications are versemaker, -man, 
-monger, verser. — AN. versifiur, OF. -fiour, 
-fieur. See -FY, -ER*. 


version  v3:if[on rendering from one 
language into another xvI; particular form 
of a statement, document, etc. XVIII. 
(O)F. version - medL. versio(n-) (whence also 
Sp. versión, It. versione), f. vers-, pp. stem 
of vertere turn ; see VERSE, -SION. 


verso v3'isou back of the leaf of a book 
(denoted by v., v9, V), being the side pre- 
sented to the eye when the leaf has been 
turned over. xIX. — L. versó (sc. folio) '(the 
leaf) being turned', abl. sing. of pp. of vertere 
turn (see VERSION). 


verst vàist Russ. measure of length (£ of 
an Eng. mile). xvi. - Russ. versta, partly 
through G. werst and F. verste. 
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VERSUS 


versus v3-1sos (leg.) against. xv. — medL. 
(xirr) use of L. versus towards, in the sense 
of adversus against; cf. ADVERSE, 


vert! v3it green vegetation in a wood xv; 
(her. green xvi. —(O)F. vert — Pr. vert, 
Sp., It. verde :- L. virid-, viridis green, rel. 
to eirére be green (see -1D!). 


vert’, ’vert v5it collog. shortening of con- 
VERT sb., PERVERT sb., designed to repr. 
either or both. xrx. 


vertebra, pl. -z vd-itibra, -I1 joint of the 
spinal column. xvir. = L. vertebra, f. ver- 
tere turn (see VERSION); for the formation 
cf. palpebrx eyelids; prop. pivot of bone; 
cf. Plato, Timzus, 74a €€ adrod (of bone) 
agovdvAous (vertebrae) wAdoas únréreiwvev olov 
atpoduyyas (like pivots). So ve-rtebraTE?. 
XIX. ~ L. (Pliny); cf. INVERTEBRATE. 


vertex v3-1teks (geom.) point opposite the 
base xvr (Dee); zenith; top, summit XVII. 
- L. vertex, vertic- whirl, vortex, crown of 
the head, highest point, f. vertere turn (see 
VERSION). So ve-rticaL! pert. to the zenith 
XVI; perpendicular, at right angles to the 
axis, etc. XVIII. =F. or late L. 


vertigo  v3-tigou, (formerly) voitargou, 
-igou swimming in the head. xvr. = L. 
vertigó, stem vertigin-, whence vertigindsus 
vertiginous voiti:dginos. XVII. 


vervain v3'rvein herbaceous plant Verbena 
officinalis. xiv (Gower). —(O)F. vervetne - 
L. verbéna VERBENA. 


verve vaoiv tspecial vein or bent in writing 
xvil (Dryden); spirit, dash, go xix. ~ (O)F. 
verve tform of expression, tempty chatter, 
Twhim, vigour - L. verba, pl. of verbum 
WORD. 


very veri adj. true XIII; exact, precise, 
actual; sheer xiv; mere xvi; adv. Ttruly, 
really xiv; highly, extremely xv. ME. 
verray - OF. ver(r)i (mod. vrai) — Pr. 
verai += Rom. *vērāius, obscurely f. L. 
vérus true :~ IE. *wéros, whence also OS., 
OHG. wär (Du. waar, G. wahr), Olr. fir, 
W. gwir. The termination was assim. to 
-Y'. See also vERILY. 


Very light. 
S. W. Fery. 


vesica vi-sika fcopper vessel used in dis- 
tilling xvi1; v. piscis ‘fish bladder’, painted 
oval figure used as an aureole xIx. = L. 
vésica, vessica, vensica bladder, blister; cf. 
Skr. vastis belly, bladder, (O)HG. wanst 
belly. So vesicaL versikal pert. to the 
urinary bladder. xviir. — late L. ve:sicATE? 
blister. xvir. f. pp. stem of late L. vésicáre. 
So vesicA'TION blistering. XVI. Ve'SİCLE 
small sac or cyst XVI; small elevation of the 
cuticle containing fluid xvin. — F. vésicule 
or L. vésicula. ve:sico-, used as comb. form 
(see -0-) of L. vésica. 


vesper ve:spa1l A. evening star, Hesperus 
XIV (Gower); evening xvii (Sh.); B. pl. 
Tpublic disputations held on the eve of the 


xx. f. name of the inventor, 
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vest! vest 


VESTA 


commencement of a bachelor of arts XVI; 
pl. sixth of the canonical hours, evensong 
XVII. À. — L. vesper evening star, evening = 
Gr. hésperos (see HESPERIAN); B. — OF. 
vespres (mod. vêpres) = Pr. vespras, Sp. 
visperas —ecclL. vesperds, acc. pl. of L. 
vespera evening, eventide (= Gr. hespérd); 
modelled on m@tiitinds MATINS. 


vessel ve:sol T(coll. sg.) domestic utensils; 


article designed to serve as a receptacle; 
in and after biblical use (as in Acts ix 15, 
Rom. ix 22, 2 Tim. ii 21, 1 Peter iii 7, 
rendering L. vas, Gr. oxeéos), human body 
or person; boat or ship xin: (Cursor M.). 
— (1) AN. vessel — OF. vaissel (mod. vaisseau 
vessel, vase, ship) = Pr. vaisel, Sp. vasillo, 
It. vascello :- late L. vascellum small vase, 
dim. of was vessel (see VASE) ; (ii) AN. vessele 
— (O)F. vaissellepots and pans, plate :- Rom. 
eee pl. of L. vascellum used as coll. sg. 
em. 


(hist.) loose outer garment; 
Tvestment ; sleeveless garment worn by men 
beneath the coat (retained in tailors’ use for 
‘waistcoat’), introduced by Charles II xvu; 
undergarment for the upper part of the body 
worn next to the skin xix. —F. veste — It. 
veste garment :— L. vestis clothing, attire, 
garment. f. *wes- (see WEAR!). So ve:stiARY 
pert. to dress, xvii. —- L. vestiárius. vesti- 
AarlAN  vestico-rion concerned with (the 
use of) vestments XIX. ve’stMENT garment, 
article of clothing x111 (Cursor M.); spec. in 
eccl. use xIv. ME. vestiment, vestement (3 
syll.) - OF. vestiment, vestement (mod. 
vétement) — Pr. vestiment(a), Sp. vestimenta, 
It. vestimento — L. vestimentum, cf. vestire 
clothe, f. vestis. vestry? room in a church 
in which clerics robe, and vestments, etc., 
are kept xIv; assembly of parishioners xv1. 
— AN. *vest(e)rie, alt. of (O)F. vestiaire, 
Tvestiarie (whence earlier Eng. vestiary x111), 
by assoc. with -erie -ERY. ve-StURE (article 
of) apparel xiv (Ch.); (leg.) what grows 
upon the land, except trees xv. — OF. 
vesture (mod. véture) - medL. vestára, for 
late L. vestitüra, f. L. vestire. 


vest? vest A. settle (a person) in the posses- 


sion of something or (a thing) in the posses- 
sion of some one, invest Xv. B. clothe xvr. 
In both uses first in pp. vested (-Eb!) - OF. 
vestu, pp. of vestir (mod. vétir) clothe, 
Tinvest (e.g. vestir et ensaisiner, vestu et mis 
en possession) — Sp. vestir, lt. vestire :— L.. 
vestire clothe, spec. with the 1mperial purple 
(Ammianus), in medL. put in possession, 
as by investing a person with the insignia 
of an office, f. vestis vEST!. Cf. INVEST, which 
is later. 


Vesta ve:sto (Roman myth.) female deity, 


goddess of the household xiv; one of the 
minor planets; kind of wax or wood match 
XIX. L., corr. to Gr. Hestiä, personi- 
fication of hestid hearth, house, house- 
hold. So Ves-tau', v. virgin one of the 
priestesses having charge of the sacred fire 


VESTIBULE 


VICE 


in the temple of Vesta in ancient Rome xv; | via! vaio (astron.) Via Lactea the Milky 


pert. to, chaste as, a priestess of Vesta; 
sb. vestal virgin, chaste woman XVI. = L. 
vestális. 


vestibule ve-stibjil entrance hall or court 


Way XVII; via media mi-dia intermediate 
course XIX. L. ‘way’, ‘road’; see WAY. 


via’, via vai'a by way of. xv. L. vid, abl. 


of via VIA}, 


XVII; (anat. zool) xvin. -— F. vestibule | viable! vai-abl capable of living or existing. 


(perh. - It. vestibulo) or L. vestibulum. 
vestige ve-stid3 trace of something lost or 


XIX. ~ F. viable, f. vie life (3 L, vita); see 
-ABLE. 50 Viabiliry!. xix. = F 


gone XVII; slight trace xvii. =- F. vestige | Viable?  varobl traversable. xix. - L. 


= L. vestigium sole of the foot, footprint, 


(vIA!)-+-ABLE. So viabilirv?. xix. - F. 


trace. rel. to vestigáre track (cf. INVESTI- | viaduct vaisdakt elevated structure carry- 


GATE). 
Vesuvian visü:vion pert. to Vesuvius, a 


ing a roadway. xix. f. L. via via}, after 
aqueduct ; cf. F. viaduc. 


volcano on the Bay of Naples, Italy xvii; | vial varol vessel of moderate size for 


sb. (so named by Werner 1795) mineral 
compound found in Vesuvian lavas xVIII. 
f. Vesuvius; see -IAN, 


liquids. xiv (Ch., Wycl. Bible Rev. xv 7, 
xvi 1). ME, wiole, alt. of fiole PHIAL. For 
the o cf. VENT?., 


vet vet colloq. shortening of VETERINARY viand varond article Or kind of food, orig. 


surgeon or of its equiv. veterinarian sb. 
Hence as vb. subject to (professional) 
examination XIX. 


vetch vetf (fruit of) plants of the genus 
Vicia xiv (Ch., Wycl. Bible, Trevisa). Late 
ME. fecche, ficche (mod. dial. fitch) and 
vecche (also vache, fatch xvi, mod. dial. 
vatch) -AN., ONF. veche = OF. vece (mod. 
vesce), Pr. vesa, Cat. vessa, It. veccia = L. 
vicia. (Forms with a are spec. west-coun- 
try.) Hence ve-tchriNc! plant of the genus 
Lathyrus. XV1. 


veteran ve:toron experienced soldier xvi; 
adj. xvii. -~ F. vétéran or L. veterānus 
(whence also Sp., It. veterano), veter-, vetus 
old, rel. to OSI. vetichi, Lith. vétusas old, 
and perh. further to Gr. rétos year, Skr. 
vatsds calf; year, and the words cited s.v. 
WETHER ; see -AN. 


and esp. pl. xiv (Maund.). —(O)F. viande 
Tfood, (now) meat = Pr., Sp. vianda :- 
Rom, *vi(v)anda fem. sb. alt. of L. vivenda 
(cf. F. offrande offering and L. offerenda), 
gerundive of vivere live (cf. vivip) taken in 
sense of ‘servant a la vie’. 


viaticum vaiz-tikom Holy Communion as 


administered to the dying; necessaries for a 
journey. xvi. = L. vidticum travelling 
money, provisions for a journey, sb. use of 
n. of vidticus, f. via vial; see -aTic and cf. 
VOYAGE. 


vibrant vai-brant tagitated, energetic xvI; 


vibrating XVII. —- prp. of L. vibrdre, move 
rapidly to and fro, brandish, shake, be 
agitated, f. IE. *wib- *zeib-, repr. also by 
WHIP, WIPE; see -ANT. vibra TE? swing 
to and fro. XVII. f. pp. stem of L. vibräre. 
So vibration. xvii-L. vi-bratory?. 
XVIII ; cf. F. vibratoire, Sp., Pg. vibratorio. 


veterinary vetarineri pert. to the treat- | yibrio vi-briou (zool.) bacterioid organism 


ment of cattle and domestic animals. XVIII. 
— L. veterinārius, f. veterinus pert. to cattle 
(veterinæ fem. pl., veterina n. pl. cattle), 
perh. f. veter-, vetus (see prec.), as if the 
orig. ref. was to animals past work; see 
-INE!, -ARY. So ve:terina'RIAN. XVII (Sir T. 
Browne). Cf. F. vétérinaire (xv1). 


veto vitou prohibition designed to prevent 
a proposed act XVII ; after F. véto (1790) act 
of a competent person or body of preventing 
legislation xviir (A. Young, 1792). -L. 
vet6 I forbid (ist pers. sg. pres. ind. of 
vetere), used by the Roman tribunes of the 
people in opposing measures of the senate, 
etc. Hence vb. xvirr. 


vex veks trouble, afflict, annoy. xv. -(O)F. 
vexer = L. vexāre (whence also Sp. vejar, 
Pg. vexar, It. vessare) shake, agitate, disturb, 
f. ppl. stem (cf. CONVEX) of vehere carry (see 
WAY). So vexa'TION. xv. -(O)F.~L.; 
whence vexatious. XVI. 


vexillum veksi'ləm banner; (bot.) large ex- 


having a vibratory motion. x1x. modL., 
f. L. vibrdre VIBRATE after F. vibrion. 


viburnum vaib3-1nom shrub of the genus 


so named, e.g. guelder rose, laurustinus. 
xvii. L., ‘wayfaring-tree’, Viburnum 
Lantana. 


vicar  vikor representative of God on 


earth x11r (Cursor M.); the Pope as Vicar 
of Christ; person acting in a parish for the 
parson or rector, (later) incumbent of a 
parish of which the tithe is impropriated or 
appropriated; bishop’s deputy xiv. — AN. 
vikere, vicare, (O)F. vicatre (now) assistant 
curate, deputy ~ L. vwicdrius substitute, 
deputy (whence also Sp., It. vicario and 
Eng. fvicary XIV-XVII, surviving as a sur- 
name), f. *vicis change, alteration, time, 
turn; see vicE', -aR. Hence vic:araGE. 
XV; after parsonage. vicariaTE! vikeo-rieit. 
XVII. ~medL. vicarious vikeə'riəs, vai- 
taking the place of another. xvir. f. L. 
vicãrius. 


ternal petal of a papilionaceous flower. xviir. | vice? vais corruption of morals, wicked 


L., military ensign, f. base of vehere carry 
(cf. VEHICLE). 
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practice x111 (RGlouc., Cursor M.); fault, 
defect xiv. — (O)F. vice - L. vitium physical 


VICE 


or other defect, fault, vice, whence also Pr. 
vetz, OSp. vezo custom, use, It. vezzo 
usage, amusement, pl. endearments. So 
vicious vi fəs depraved, immoral XIV; 
(of a horse) inclined to be savage XVIII. 
— (O)F. vicieux — L. vitidsus. Cf. VITIATE. 


vice? vais twinding staircase XIV; Tscrew 
xv; tool with two jaws opening and closing 
by means of a screw xv/xvI = (O)F. vis = Pr. 
vit, vitz, Sp. vid vine, It. vite vine, screw 

:- L. vitis vine, vine stem, prop. tendril, 
plant with tendrils, rel. to wiére twine, 
vimen osier (see WITHE). 


vice? vais orig. sb. use of the prefix VICE- 


in the sense ‘deputy’; in more recent use, 
the second el. is usu. implied or expressed 
in the context. 


vicet vai'si in place of. xvin. L., abl. of 
*oix, extant only in obl. forms vicis, vicem, 
vice, vicés, vicibus, for the prob. connexion of 
which see WEEK. Cf. next and VICAR, VICIS- 
SITUDE. 


vice- vais repr. L. vice in place of (see 
prec.) which, prop. construed with a 
genitive, was prefixed immed. to a nomina- 
tive in late L., e.g. eice-quastor (cf. pro- 
quaestor), and so used widely in medL., e.g. 
vicecancellarius, -comes, -dominus, -gerens, 
thesaurarius, whence OF. «vi(s)chancellter, 
vi(s)conte VISCOUNT, vi(s)dame VIDAME, vice- 
gerent, -regent, -treasurer (xvi). 'T'he oldest 
Eng. exx., of which vice-chancellor (xv) is the 
earliest, show the prefix in the OF. forms 
wis-, Vi-, which were later replaced by the 
L. form, except in viscount. 


vicennial vaise:niol (Sc. law) extending to 
20 years. XVIII. f. late L. vicennium, f. vicies 
20 times. 


viceroy varsroi governor of a country by 
authority of the supreme ruler. xvi. =F. 
viceroy, Tvisroy (mod. vicerot), f. vice- VICE- 
--rot king :- L. régem, réx. So vicenovALTY 
(str. variable). xvii. - F. oiceroyauté. 


vicesimal vaise:simol. xvii. = L. vīcēsimus 
twentieth, f. vicéni twenty each 4- -AL!. See 
VIGESIMAL. 


vice versa vaisi v31so contrariwise, con- 
versely. xvi. L. ‘the position being 
reversed’ ; vice, abl. of *vix (see vicE*), and 
abl. sg. fem. of versus, pp. of vertere (see 
VERSE). 

vicinage  vi:sinid3 neighbourhood. xiv. 
— OF. visenage (mod. voisinage)- Rom. 
*vicindticum, f. L. vicinus; see -AGE. So 
viciniry. xvi. -L. vicinitüs, f. vicinus 
neighbouring, neighbour, prop. of the same 
quarter or village, f. vicus cluster of dwell- 
ings, street, quarter of a town, village, corr. 
to Goth. weiks and rel. to Gr. (r)o£kos, Skr, 
vésds house. 

vicious vi:[os A. pert. to vice xiv (R. Rolle); 
addicted to vice xiv (Ch.) ; (of horses, etc.) 
inclined to be savage xvii (cf. F. cheval 
vicieux Diderot, beste vicieuse Amyot); 


VIDAME 


B. (leg.) made void xiv; impaired by fault 
or defect xvr; v. circle, after F. cercle 
vicieux (Descartes), modL. circulus vitiosus 
xviii. — OF. vicious (mod. vicieux)- L. 
vitiosus, f. vitium VICE! ; see -IOUS. 


vicissitude  vaisisitjüd, visrs- mutation, 


mutability xvi ; change in human affairs xvit. 
-(O)F. vicissitude or L. vicissitudo, f. 
vicissim by turns, f. vic- turn; see vice’, 
-TUDE, 


victim viktim living creature offered in 


sacrifice xv ; one who suffers death or severe 
treatment xvii. ~= L. victima (whence also 
F. victime, Sp. victima, It. vittima), perh. 
rel. to Goth. wethan, etc. to consecrate. The 
Rhemish (followed by the Douay) transla- 
tors of the Bible were the first to use the 
word freely; the general currency dates 
only from late xvii. Hence vi:ctimizr. 
XIX; F. has victimer. 


victor vrktor one who overcomes. XIV 


(Rolle). — AN. victo(u)r or L. victor, f. vict-, 
PP. stem of vincere conquer, f. nasalized 
var. of *wik-; see WIGHT?, -oR}. 


Victoria vikto:rio. xix. Name of the Queen 


of Great Britain (1837-1901) given to 
various objects: a gigantic water-lily 
(Victoria regia), a luscious red plum, a 
light four-wheeled carriage (said to have 
been first so named by the French). Hence 
Victo-rIAN. 1851 (the year in which Victoria 
in Australia was so named); vi:ctoriwe' 
lady's fur tippet. xix. 


victory vi ktori state or fact of having 


conquered xiv; Roman goddess of victory 
XVI. ~= AN. victorie = (O)F. victoire = Sp. 
victoria, It. vittoria = L. victoria, f. victor; 
see VICTOR and -v?. So victorrous vik- 
torios. XIV — AN. victorious = (O)F. vic- 
torieux —- L. 


victual vit! (coll. sg. and pl) provisions 


for food, articles of food. xiv. ME. 
vitaile(s) - OF. vitaille, later (and mod.) 
victuaille — Fr. vit(o)alha, Sp. vitualla, It. 
vettovaglia :-late L. victédlia n.pl. of 
victüülis, f. L. victus livelihood, f. base 
of vivere live; see VIVID, -AL?. The normal 
development to wit(t)el (xv—-xvi) is repr. by 
the present pronunc., while the sp., first 
inf. by F. vwictuaille, was finally assim. 
entirely to L. So victual vb. xiv. - OF. 
vitaillier, vi(c)tuatllier. victuallER? vi-tlor. 
XIV (PPl., Wycl.). - OF. vitaill(t)er, -our. 


vicuna  vikjü:zno, viki-nja S. Amer. 


animal, Auchenia vicunna XxvII; vicuna 
cloth xix. -Sp. vicuña (Pg. vicunha) - 
Quechua. Q The F. form vigogne, var. 
tvigone, and a latinized form of this, vigonia, 
have been used. 


vidame vi-dem in France, one who held 


lands from a bishop as his representative. 
XVI. ~F. vidame, OF. visdame = medL. 
vicedominus, f. vice- vicE- 4- dominus lord 
(cf. DAN, Dom}, poN?). 
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VIDE 


vide vaidi see, refer to. xvr. L. vidē, 
imper. sg. of vidére (see wrr?). abbrev. v., 


toid. 


videlicet vaidi-liset, vi- that is to say, 
namely. xv. L. vidélicet, f. vidé, stem of 
vidére+licet it is permissible; see WIT’, 
LICENCE. Abbrev. fvid., tvidel., tvid2(t)., 
VIZ. 


vidimus vardimos (leg.) copy of a docu- 
ment bearing an attestation that it is 
authentic. xv. L. vidimus we have seen, 
ist pers. pl. perf. of vidére see (see VISION). 
So in (O)F. 


vidonia vidou:xnio dry white wine of the 
Canary Islands. xvir. Of unkn. origin. 


vidual vidjuo! pert. to a widow. XVI. 
-late L. vidudlis, f. vidua WIDOW; see 
-AL!, So vidwity widowhood. xv. - (O)F. 
or L. 


vie vai make a challenge xv; enter into 
rivalry with xvii. prob. aphetic of late ME. 
avie, envie - OF. envier outbid — Sp., Pg. 
envidar, It. invitare += L. invitdre INVITE, in 
Rom. challenge, make a bid; but the early 
chronology is uncertain, the reading vie in 
Ch. ‘Dethe of Blaunche’ 173 being prob. 
incorrect. 


vielle vjel hurdy-gurdy. xvi. = F. vielle, 
OF. viele; see VIOL. 


view vjü A. tformal inspection xv ; exercise 
of the faculty of sight; sight, look, vision 
xvi. B. mental vision xv; conception, 
opinion XVI; survey; aim, intention XVII. 
= AN. vewe, vieue, OF. veue (mod. cue), ppl. 
sb. from veoir (mod. voir) to see, f. L. vidére 
see; see WrT?, Hence (or aphetic of Taview 
— F. avuer, Taveuer, f. à AD- -vue) view vb. 
XVI. 


vigesimal vai-, vidse:simol pert. to 2o. 
XVII. f. L. vigésimus, var. of vicésimus 
VICESIMAL. 


vigia vi-d3i9 (naut.) warning on a sea chart 
of hidden danger. xix. ~ Pg. vigia look-out, 
f. vigiar :— L. vigildre watch (see next). 


vigil vrdszil eve of a church festival xii; 
watch xvi. =—(O)F. vigile. -L. vigilia 
watch, watchfulness, f. vigil awake, alert, 
rel. to wigére be vigorous or lively; see 
WAKE). So vigilant wakeful and watch- 
ful. xv. —L. vigilant-, -dns (whence also 
F. vigilant), prp. of vigildre keep awake, 
f. vigil. 


vigneron vinjor5ó wine-grower. xv. (O)F. 
vigneron, f. vigne VINE, with intercalated r. 


vignette vinet ornamental design on a 
blank space in a book xviir; photograph of 


head (and shoulders) xix. — (O)F. vignette © 


(whence also Sp. vigieta, It. Tvignetta), dim. 
of vigne VINE; see -ETTE. @ The F. word 
was adopted earlier as Tvinet orig. trailing 
ornament in imitation of leaves, tendrils, 
etc. (xv). 


VILLAIN 


vigour, U.S. vigor vi-gor active strength or 
force xtv; legal force xv; energetic action 
xvii. — OF. vigour (mod. vigueur) = Pr., 
Sp. vigor, It. vigore ~ L. vigorem, vigor live- 
liness, activity, f. vigēre be lively, flourish; 
see WAKE, WAX?, EKE?, and -ouR?. So 
vigorous. XIV (not in gen. use before XVII). 
- OF. vigorous (mod. vigoureux) — medL. 
vigórosus. Cf. INVIGORATE. 


viking varkig, vikig Scandinavian sea- 
rover. XIX. First appears in Icel. form 
vikingr (G. Chalmers, 1807) or var. of this, 
vikinger, -ir, later viking (Longfellow), also 
wiking (E. A. Freeman)  - ON. (Icel.) 
vtkingr (x), commonly held to be f. vfk creek, 
inlet + -ingr -ING?, as if ‘frequenter of 
inlets of the sea’; but the existence of the 
word in Anglo-Frisian (in OE. as early as 
viii in wicingsceapa ‘piraticus’, in OFris. 
witsing, wising) suggests that it originated in 
that linguistic area, in which case it was 
prob. f. OE. wic, OF ris. wik (see Wick?) in 
the sense of ‘camp’, the formation of 
temporary encampments being a prominent 
feature of viking raids. 


vilayet vili-jet province ruled by a vali. 
XIX. "Turk, f. wali vaLi. Cf. BLIGHTY. 


vile vail of low or base quality or character. 
xil. —(OJF. vil m., fem. vile = Pr., Sp. 
vil, It. vile :— L. vili-s of low value or price, 
cheap, common, mean, base. So viliry 
vilifai Tdebase in value xv (freq. in xvii); 
depreciate in language XVI. -late L. 
vilificare (Jerome). vilipend  vilipend 
treat contemptuously xv; represent as con- 
temptible xvi. ~(O)F. vilipender or L. 
vilipendere, f. vilis +- pendere consider (cf. 
PERPEND). 


vill vil (leg. and hist.) territorial division 
under the feudal system, corr. to township 
or civil parish xvi (Bacon); (poet.) village 
xvi. = AN. vill = OF. vile, ville farm, 
country house, village, collection of villages 
round a city (mod. ville town) - L. villa; 
see next. 


villa vilo country residence, orig. one with 
farm buildings, etc. XVI1; residence in the 
suburbs of a town or in a residential district 
(xviii ; Johnson ; ‘suburban villas’ Cowper). 
Partly =L. villa country house, farm 
(whence (O)F. cele, Pr., Sp., It. villa) :- 
Meoicslü, f. *wicus wicK?. Partly - It. villa. 
So villacE vrlidy -(O)F. village = Pr. 
villatge (whence Sp. willaje, It. villaggio) 
:—- coll. deriv. of L. villa. 


villain vi-lon base fellow, (later) depraved 
scoundrel, (hist. ; often sp. VILLEIN by mod. 
historians) feudal serf, peasant cultivator in 
subjection to a lord xiv. ME. vilein, vilain 
— OF. vilein, vilain (mod. vilain; also adj. 
ugly, vile, low) = Pr. vild, Sp., It. villano, 
Pg. villàüo:- Rom.  *villànu-s (medL., 
whence villan xvi-xix), f. L. villa; see 
prec., -AN. So villainous. xIv ; superseded 
tvillain adj. and tvillains (~ OF. vilains, 
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VILLANELLE 


-eins += Rom. nom. *zuilldnus). villainy 
virloni. x11. ~(O)F. vilente; the present sp. 
was not established before xix, when it finally 
displaced villany, earlier vilany, ME. vileinie. 


villanelle vilone rustic song or tune XVI 
(Sidney); pastoral or lyric poem in stanza 
form with two rhymes throughout xix. - F. 
villanelle ~ It. villanella, fem. of villanello 
rural, rustic, f. villano peasant, VILLAIN. 


villatic vile-tik pert. to a (Roman) villa, 

rustic, XVII (‘tame v. Fowl’, Milton). - L. 
villaticus, f. villa vILLa, after silvdticus 
SAVAGE. 


villegiatura viled3otjuo:ro residence in the 

country. xviir (Walpole, Smollett). It., f. 
villeggiare to stay in the country, f. villa 
country house, VILLA. 


villein vi-lein (hist.) see VILLAIN. So vil- 
leinaGE vi-lonid3 tenure of land by bond- 
service, xIv, —AN., OF. vilenage, medL. 
villenagium. 


villous  vilos covered with numerous 

thick-set stout hairlike projections. XIV 
= L. villõsus (whence also villo'se? xvin), 
f. villus tuft of hair, pl. hair, down; see 
-ous and cf. F. villeux. 


vim vim (orig. U.S.) force, energy, ‘go’. 
xIx. usu. supposed to be- L. vim, acc. 
of vis strength, energy, corr. to Gr. fis, 
rîn; but it is poss. a symbolic formation., 


vimineous vimi'niəs made of or producing 
flexible twigs. xvir f. L. vimineus, f. 
vimin-, vimen osier ; see WITHE and -EOUS. 

vinaceous vaineifos wine-coloured. XVII. 
f. L. vináceus, f. vinum WINE ; See -ACEOUS. 


vinaigrette vineigre:t A.small two-wheeled 
carriage formerly used in France (said to be 
so called from resembling the carts which 
carried an itinerant vinegar-seller’s barrels) 
XVIL; B. smelling-bottle xix. F., f. vinaigre 
VINEGAR; see -ETTE. @ Sense B is not F. 


Vincentian vinse-nf'an pert. to St. Vincent 
of Lérins (d. c.450 A.D.); see -IAN. XIX. 


vincible vi-nsib] that may be overcome 
(spec. in theol. v. ignorance). XVI. =L. 
vincibilis, f. vincere overcome; see VICTOR, 
-IBLE. Cf. INVINCIBLE. 


vinculum vi:gkjülom bond, tie xvii (Cud- 

worth); (math.) straight line drawn over 
two or more terms XVIII. L., f. vincire 
bind; cf. -ULE. 


vindicate vi:ndikeit [set free xv1; Tavenge; 

clear from censure, justify; defend the 
claims of xvi. f. pp. stem of L. vindicdre 
(also wendicdre) claim, set free, punish, 
avenge, f. vindic-, vindex claimant, pro- 
tector, deliverer, avenger; see  -ATE?. 
(tVendicate was current c.1530-1620.) So 
vindicA-TION  Tavenging. xv (Caxton); 
defence against censure, etc. xvii. — OF. 
or L. vindi-ctivE revengeful. xvi. f. L. 
vindicta vengeance, f. vindic- (cf. senecta 
old age); preceded by «víndicative (xvi) 
—- (OJF. or medL. 
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VIOLA 


vine vain grape-bearing plant. xiu. - OF. 


vine (also mod.) vigne = Pr., Pg. vinha, Sp. 
viña, It. vigna, Rum. vie = L. vinea vine- 
yard, vine, sb. use of fem. of vineus pert. to 
wine, f. vinum WINE. 


vinegar vinigoi liquid formed by the 


acetous fermentation of wine. XIII (Cursor 
M.). ME. vinegre, later vineger (XV-XVII), 
vinegar (from xvi) - OF. vyn egre (mod. 
vinaigre), corr. to Pr., Sp., Pg. vinagre, It. 
vinagro, repr. Rom. *vinum acrum (for L. 
acre) ‘sour wine’ ; see WINE, EAGER. The sp. 
with -ar was perh. adopted to suggest pro- 
nunc. with g, although the difficulty does 
not seem to have been felt with EAGER. 


vineyard vinjod plantation of vines. XIV 


(R. Rolle). f. VINE+YARD!; superseding 
ME. winyard, OE. wingeard = OS. win- 
gardo (Du. wijngaard), OHG. wingart, ON. 
vingarðr, Goth. weinagards (CGerm, comp. 
of WINE and YARD‘). 


vingt-et-un viteé, vingt-un vété round 


game of cards in which the object is to make 
the number 21. xvi. F. ‘twenty (and) 
one’; vingt:-L. viginti (cf. Gr. dial. 
rikati, Attic eikosi), un :- L. ünu-s ONE. 
Cf. VAN JOHN, PONTOON*. 


vinous vainos pert. to wine. XVIL. = L. 


vinüsus, f. vinum WINE; see -ous and cf. F. 
vineux. Sovino-siry. xvi1 (Sir'T. Browne). 
-late L. 


vintage vintid3 crop of a vineyard XV 


(since XVIII spec. with ref. to the age or year 
of a wine) ; grape harvest xvi. alt., by assoc. 
with Teinter, VINTNER, and assim. of the 
ending to -AGE, of late ME. wyndage (Wycl. 
Bible), vendage (PPl)-(O)F. vendange — 
Pr. vendemia, Sp. vendimia, It. vendemmia 
:- L. vindémia, f. vinum wine+ démere take 
away, f. dé DE- - emere buy. 


vintner  vintnoi wine merchant. XV 


(vyntenere, Lydg.). = AL. vintenärius (x111), 
var. of vini-, vin(e)tadrius- AN. viniter, 
vineter (whence ME. fvinter, which vintner 
superseded), OF. vinetier = Pr. vinatier, 
Sp. cinatero, lt. vínattiere - medL. vind- 
türius, -étürius, f£. L. vinétum vineyard, f. 
vinum WINE ; see -ER?. 


viol vaio] stringed musical instrument 


played with a bow. xv. Earlier forms vyell 
(Caxton), viall. = OF. viel(De (mod. vielle 
viol, hurdy-gurdy), alt. of viole = Pr. viola, 
viula (whence also Sp., It. viola), prob. 
rel. to FIDDLE; the present form (— F. viole) 
dates from xvr. So viol da gamba. xvii 
(earlier gambo (XVI-XVII) = It. viola da 
gamba ‘leg-viol’, i.e. the instrument when 
played being placed between the legs. 


viola! vai-ale tviolet xv (Lydg., Henryson) ; 


single-coloured pansy xIx. —L. viola, violet, 
rel. to Gr. sion. So viola-ceous. xvi. f. 
L, violaceus violet-coloured. 


viola? vaiou'la alto or tenor violin. XVIII. 


= Sp., It. viola, prob. = Pr. viola; see VIOL. 


VIOLATE 


violate vai-aleit infringe, transgress ; ravish, 
rape; desecrate, profane xv; disturb 
violently xvit. f. pp. stem of L. violare, f. 
vis force, acc. vim (cf. vim), corr. to Gr. 
ris, acc. sin; see -ATE®. So viola-TION. xv. 
-(O)F. or L. virolENCE exercise of force. 
xui, -(O)F. «violence - L. violentia, f. 
violent-, -éns, beside violentus, whence 
(O)F. violent, the source'of Eng. vi:olENT. 
XIV. 


violet vai-alit A. plant of the genus Viola; 
B. dress of purplish-blue, the colour itself 
XIV. -(O)F. violette, t-ete in both senses 
and (O)F. violet in the second sense, dims. 
of viole = L. viola vioLal. @ A disyllabic 
pronunc., noted by vrlet, now vulgar, is 
evidenced from xvi (Dryden). 


violin vaiolin four-stringed musical instru- 
ment played with a bow, fiddle. xvi (Spen- 
ser). — It. violino, f. viola vioLA?*. Hence 
violinist. xvir; so It. violinista, F. vio- 
liniste. 

violoncello  vai:alontfelou bass violin. 
XVII. -It, dim. of violone double-bass 
viol ; abbrev. 'CELLO. 


viper vaipoi adder. xvi (T'indale). —- (O)F. 
vipère or L. vipera serpent t= *vivipera, 
Í. vivus alive (cf. viviD) J- parere bring forth 
(cf. PARENT). nourish a v. in one’s bosom is 
after L. 'in sinu viperam habere! (Cicero), 
'viperam nutricare sub ala' (Petronius). 
vi perine}. xvi. - L. viperinus. Hence 
vi-perous. XVI. 


virago virergou fname given by Adam to 
Eve, after the use in Vulg. Gen. ii 23 ((Hzc 
vocabitur virago, quoniam de viro sumpta 
est) OE. ; man-like or heroic woman, female 
warrior (as in L.) xiv (Trevisa); bold or 
violent woman xiv (Ch.). —- L. eiràgoó, ob- 
scurely f. vir man (see VIRILE). 


virelay vi:rolei short-lined poem on two 
rhymes. xIv (Ch.). ~(O)F. virelai, alt. of 
tvirelt (perh. orig. a refrain) after lai Lay?*. 


virement vio:imont, ||virmá application of 
resources intended for one end to the pur- 
poses of another. xx. = F. virement (as in 
virement de fonds), f. virer turn (cf. VEER?) 4- 
-ment -MENT. 


vireo viriou small American bird. xix. 
L. (Pliny) perh. greenfinch. 

virescent vire:ssont greenish. xix. f. L. 
virescent-, -éns, prp. of virescere become 
green, f. virére be green (cf. VERT); see 
-ENT, -ESCENT. 

virgate vo-igeit early land-measure. xvir. 
-medL. virgáta (Domesday Bk.), f. L. 
virga rod, vERGE!; a rendering of OE. 
gierdland ; see -ATE!, 

Virgilian, Ver- void3ilion pert. to the 
Roman poet Publius Vergilius Maro 
(70—19 B.C.). XVI (Douglas). =L. Vergiliãnus ; 
see -IAN. The sp. with -ir- is found in Eng. 
use as early as the OE. translation of 
Boethius (‘Firgilies freond and lareow’); 
cf. F., Sp., Pg., It. usage (all with -zr-). 


VIRTUE 


virgin  v5-dsin unmarried or chaste 
woman or girl xiit (first in eccl. use, of one 
venerated by the Church); adj. xvi (of a 
fortress, etc. that has never been taken 
xvii. -AN., OF. virgine, -ene (mod. 
vierge), corr. to Pr., Cat. verge, Sp. virgen, 
Pg. virgem —L. virginem (whence also It. 
vergine, Rum. veargurd), acc. of virgo. So 
vir-ginaL'. xv. -(O)F. or L. As sb. (sg. 
and pl.) applied to a keyed musical 
instrument (xvi) perh. so called because it 
was intended for young ladies of Parthenia, 
i.e. maiden's songs, title of the first music 
published for it in England. virgi nrirv. 
XIII (Cursor M.)). - (O)F. virginité — L. 
virginitüs. Virgin wax (orig.) unused bees- 
wax, (later) white wax xiv. tr. medL.. cera 
virginea; cf, F. cire vierge. 

Virginia voidzrnio part of N. America 
in which the first English settlement was 
made in 1607 ; applied to a variety of tobacco 
grown there (xvii) and to various plants 
and animals. f. L. virgin-, virgó VIRGIN, 1n 
honour of Queen Elizabeth I of England, 
‘the Virgin Queen’; see -IA', Hence 
Virginian sb. xvi. 


Virgo v3:1gou constellation lying between 
Leo and Libra; sixth sign of the zodiac. 
XIV (Gower, Ch.). L., ‘virgin’. 


virgouleuse và3iuguló:z juicy winter pear. 
XVII. F., fem. (sc. poire pear) of vcirgouleux, 
adj. of Virgoulée, repr. pop. pronunc. of 
Villegoureix village of Limousin, France, 
where the fruit originated. @ Apprehen- 
sion of the final cons. as the pl. sign has 
produced U.S. vergaloo, -l(t)eu (x1X), which 
is applied to the white doyenne or Warwick- 
shire bergamot. 
virgule v35-gjül sloping or vertical line 
used in medieval MSS. as a mark of 
punctuation, XIX. ~ F. virgule comma = L, 
virgula, dim. of virga rod, VERGE}. 


virid virid green. xvi (Fairfax). -L. 
viridis, f. virére be green; see -ID'. So 
viri-dity. xv (Lydg.). 

virile vi-rail, vai?:rail pert. to or character- 
istic of a man. xv (Caxton). —(O)F. wivil 
or L. virilis, f. vir man — OE. wer (cf. 
WERGELD), OFris,, OS., OHG. wer, Olr. 
fer, W. gtr -— IE. *wiros, beside *wiros, 
whence Lith. vyras, Skr. virds; see -ILE, 
So virility viriliti. xvi. - (O)F. 

virtu, vertu voitü', vó-itü taste for works 
of art. xvii (Richardson; object, etc. of 
virtu curio, antique, Goldsmith). = It. 
virtit (see VIRTUE) used in this sense. €f The 
form vertu follows F. sp. without justifica- 
tion, as the It. sense has never been current 
in F. 

virtue võutfu, -tju fTpower, influence; 
efficacy, conformity to moral principles; 
excellence XIII; (arch.) high merit or 
accomplishment ; Tvalour xiv. - (O)F. vertu 
= Pr. vertut, Olt. vertù (see VIRTU), Rum. 
vártute strength :- L. virtütem, nom. virtüsg 
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VIRUS 


VISUAL 





valour, worth, merit, moral perfection, f. 
vir man (cf. juventus youth, senectus old 
age), corr. to OE. wer (cf. WERGELD). So 
vi-rtuaL! teffective xiv; that is so in essence 
or effect XVII. -medL. virtud@lis; cf. F. 
virtuel, It. virtuale, etc. vi-rtual_y?. xv; 
cf. medL. virtudliter. virtuoso vaitjuou-- 
sou one having special knowledge (and 
skill) in an art. xvir. = It. = late L. virtudsus, 
whence, through (O)F. vertueux, virtuous 
Tvaliant X111; righteous XIV. 


virus vaio:ros venom XVI; (path.) poison of 
a disease XVIII. — L. vīrus, rel. to Olr. fí 
poison, Gr. ids venom, rust, Skr. visdm, Av. 
visa-. So virulent vi-rjilent. xiv. — L. vīru- 
lentus poisonous. 


vis vis xv. L. vis (acc. vim, pl. virés) 
strength, quantity, number, pl. forces, 
corr. to Gr. fis, acc. fin. Cf. vim. 


visa vi'zo certificate of examination on a 
passport. XIX. — F. visa — mod. use of L. 
visa ‘things seen’, n.pl. of pp. of vidére see 
(cf. VISION), put on a document to testify 
that it has been verified. Superseding visé 
vi:zei f. viséd (early x1x), anglicization of F. 
visé, pp. of viser look attentively at, scruti- 
nize ‘= Rom. *visdre, f£. L. vis-, pp. stem of 
vidére. 

visage  vizids face. xrm (Cursor M.). 
— (O)F. visage, f. OF. vis (cf. next) — Pr. 
vis, OSp., It. viso :- L. visus sight, appear- 
ance, in Rom. face, f. pp. base of vidére; 
see VISION, -AGE. 


vis-à-vis vizavr: either of two persons 
facing each other; carriage for two sitting 
face-to-face. xvin. (O)F., 'face to face'; 
OF. vis face (see prec.), à to (:- L. ad), vis. 


viscacha viske:tfo S. Amer. rodent (Lagi- 
dium, Lagostomus). xvir. = Sp. viscacha 
(also biscacha) ~ Quechua (h)uiscacha. 


viscera vi'sora internal organs of the body. 
xvil. L., pl. of viscus; see VIScUS. 


viscid vi-sid glutinous, sticky. xvir. — late 
L. viscidus, f. L. viscum mistletoe, birdlime ; 
see -ID'. So viscous viskos. Xiv-— AN. 
viscous (Gower) orlate L. viscósus, f. viscum. 
visco:sirY. xv. — (O)F. or medL. 


viscount  varkaunt (hist) deputy of a 
count or earl, (high) sheriff xiv (Trevisa); 
member of the fourth order of the British 
peerage xv. AN. viscounte (OF. visconte, 
viconte, mod. vicomte) = Sp. visconde, It. 
visconte = medL. wvicecomitem, -comes (see 
VICE-, COUNT”). Q The sp. preserves the 
orig. OF. form vis-, and the pronunc. 
derives from its clipped form v:-. 


viscus viskos soft internal organ of the 
body. xvin. L.; cf. VISCERA. | 


ViSE see VISA. 


visible vi-zibl that can be seen. xiv (Rolle). 
~ (O)F. visible or L. visibilis, f. vis-, pp. stem 
of vidére; see VISION, -IBLE. So visibility. 
xvI, ~ F. or late L. (Tertullian). 


Visigoth vi-zigop one of that branch of the 
Goths which established a kingdom in 
Spain. xvir. -—late L. Visigothus (usu. pl. 
-gothi; so Gr. Ouisigotthoi), the first el. of 
which may mean ‘west? )( OSTROGOTH 
‘East Goth’. 


vision vi:;on something that appears to be 
seen otherwise than by ordinary sight XIII; 
seeing something not present to the eye 
XIV; bodily sight xv. -(O)F. vision - L. 
viszü(n-) sight, thing seen, f. vis-, pp. stem 
of vidére see; see WIT", -ION. Hence 
vi:sionaRYv adj. XVII; sb. XVIL; perh. made 
current by the title of J. Desmarets’s 
comedy ‘Les visionnaires’ (1638). 


visit vizit (of God) come to, in order to 
comfort or benefit; go to persons in sick- 
ness, etc. to comfort them; tmake trial of 
XII; deal severely with, assail, afflict; 
punish, requite XIV; go to see in a friendly 
way XIV (attend as a physician xvi); go to 
in order to inspect, for worship, etc. XIV. 
The earlier uses are based on those of L. 
visitare in the Vulgate. -—(O)F. wisiter 
(= Sp. visitar, It. visitare) - L. visitàre go 
to see, frequent. of visdre view, see to, visit, 
f. vis-, pp. stem of vidére see (see prec.). So 
sb. xvit.. — F. visite, f. visiter; or immed. f. 
the vb. visitar. xvr. - F. or L. visita:- 
TION. xiv. — (O)F. = late L. (Tertullian, Vul- 
gate). visitato'RIAL. XVII. visitor (formerly 
also visiter) vizitor. XIV. — AN. cisitour, 
(O)F. visiteur, f. visiter ; the sense 'one who 
pays a friendly visit or stays on a visit' 
(xvii, Sh.) was earlier (xvi) borne by 
visitant. 


visne vini (leg. neighbourhood, vicinage 
xv; jury summoned from the neighbour- 
hood in which the cause of an action lies 
xvi. ~AN., OF. visné = Pr. vezinat :- 
Rom. *wicindtus, f. L. vicinus neighbour; 
see VICINITY, -ATE!. 


visnomy xvi (now arch. or dial.) = PHYSIO- 
GNOMY (var. senses). 


vison  vaison American mink. XVIII. 
~ F. vison (Buffon), of unkn. origin. 


visor, vizor vai:zor part of a helmet 
covering the face; mask (see VIZARD). XIV. 
ME. viser - AN. viser — (O)F. visière, f. 
OF. vis face; see VISAGE, WIT’, -oR®. Q The 
form -or (xvt) of the termination is a modi- 
fication of the earlier var. -our (XV-XVII) and 
its permanence is prob. due to a desire to 
avoid identity with -ER}. 


vista visto view, prospect; opening in a 
wood, etc. affording a view ; fig. XVI. - It. 
vista. @ The earliest form is tvisto, which 
exhibits the tendency to substitute -o for -a 
in adoptions of Rom. words; cf. -ADO. 


visual vi-3uel, vi'zjuol proceeding from the 
eye xv (Lydg.); pert. to sight or vision XVII; 
pert. to the object of sight xvii. = late L. 
visuális, f. visu-s sight ; cf. F. visuel, etc. ; see 
VISION, -AL?. Hence visualize form a 
mental picture of. x1x (Coleridge). 
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VITAL 


vital vai-tel pert. to life xtv (Ch.; v. spark 
Pope); sustaining or essential to life xv 
(To. spirit(s); Tv. air oxygen XVIII); en- 
dowed with life ; life-giving xv1I; essential or 
indispensable to the existence of something 
xvii. ~ (O)F. vital = Sp. vital, It. vitale - 
L. vitälis, f. vita life = *vivita, f. vivus 
living; see VIVID and -AL!; sb. pl. vitals 
xvil. ~ L. vitália n.pl. usedsb. So vita lirv 
vital force, principle of life Xv1 ; active force, 
vigour XxiX. - L. vitalizr. xvir. 

vitamin vi‘tomin, vai‘tamin any of a group 
of certain essential food elements. xx. 
Earlier vitamine -main ; — G. vitamine (Casi- 
mir Funk, 1913), f. L. vita life (cf. prec.) 
-- amine AMINE. @ So named because it was 
first believed that an amino-acid was present, 
the sp. being later modified in order to avoid 
the suggestion. 


vitellus vitedos (biol) yolk of egg. XVIII. 
L. 


vitiate vi-Jieit render faulty or corrupt xv1; 
render of no effect xvi. f. pp. stem of L. 
vitiare (after tvitiate pp. Xv), f. vitium 
VICE!; see -ATE?, -ATE?. So vitiA-TION. 
XVIL -= L. 


vitreous vitrios of or resembling glass. 
XVII. f. L. vitreus of glass, glassy, clear, 
transparent, f. vitrum glass; see -EoUs. So 
vittriry. xvi. — F. vitrifier or medL. *vitri- 
jicGre. 


vitriol vi:trisl sulphate of iron, copper, etc. 
xIv (Ch.); oil of v. concentrated sulphuric 
acid xvi. — (O)F. vitriol or medL. vitriolum 
(Albertus Magnus, xit1), f. L. vitrum glass ; 
so named on account of the glassy appear- 
ance of vitriol salts. Cf. It. vet-, vitri(u)olo, 
Sp. vitriolo. So vitriolic -a-lik. xvir; cf. 
F. vitriolique. 


Vitruvian vitrū'viən pert. to Marcus 
Vitruvius Pollio, Roman writer on archi- 
tecture. XVIII. See -IAN. 


vitta vito L. ‘band’, ‘fillet’, ‘chaplet’; used 
in various deriv. techn. senses from XVII. 


vituline vi-tjilain pert. to a calf. xvi. 
- L. vitulinus, f. vitulus calf, prob. rel. to 
WETHER; see -INE!, VEAL. 


vituperate vaitjü'poreit blame in strong 
language. XVI. f. pp. stem of L. vituperdre, 
f. eitu-, for viti-, stem of vitium VICE! (for 
the formation cf. recuperdre RECUPERATE) ; 
see -ATE?, 5o vitupera TION. xv. — OF.or 
L., not common before xix; there is a gap 
in both words between mid-xvit and early 
XIX (Scott). 


Vitus vaitos name of a Christian martyr of 
Rome under Diocletian, associated with 
convulsive ailments (St. Vitus’s dance, 
chorea XVII). 

viva! vrvo cry of ‘long live .. .!’, cheer, 
hurrah. xvit (Evelyn). It., 3rd sg. pres. 
sub. of vivere :- L. vivere live (see vIvID). 
So vivat vai vet. xvir(Cowley). - F. or L. 
(3rd sg. pres. subj. of vivere). 





VOCABLE 


viva? vaivo (colloq.) short for viva voce 
vai vo voussi. oral examination, *with living 
voice’, abl. of fem. of L. vivus (see vivip)+ 
vox VOICE (cf. late Gr. Can pwr). 


vivacious vai-, vivei‘fas full of liveliness or 
animation. xvi. f. L. vivdct-, vivdx 
conscious or tenacious of life, lively, 
vigorous, f. vivus alive, vivere live; see 
VIVID, -ACIOUS. So vivacITY -z'siti. XV. 
- (O)F. - L. 
vivarium vai-, vivea'riam enclosed place 
for keeping live animals, esp. fish. XVI 
(Holland). L. *warren, fishpond', sb. use of 
vivarius, f. vivus; see prec. and -ARY. 
vivid vivid full of life, lively. xvii. =- L. 
vividus, f. vivere be living, vivus alive, 
lively, corr. to Skr. jivati, jivds, rel. to 
Gr. bios life (cf. Br0-), zén (cf. zoo-), and 
QUICK ; see -Ip!. 
viviparous vaivipores, vi- bringing forth 
young in a live state. xvul. f. L. viviparus, 
f. vivus (see prec.)-+-parus bring forth (cf. 
PARENT) ; see -OUS. 
vivisection vivise‘kfan dissection of a 
living animal body. xvr. f. vivi-, comb. 
form of L. vivus alive (cf. prec.) -+ SECTION, 
after dissection. 


vixen vi'ksn she-fox. xv. Late ME. fixene 
fox ‘vixen of the fox’; not recorded in OE., 
which had fyxe and adj. fyxen, but there is 
a parallel sb. in late OHG. fulisin, MHG. 
vtihsinne (G. fiichsin) ; see FOX, -EN*. @ For 
initial v, not recorded before late xvi, cf. 
VAN!, VANE; the f-form continued till early 
XVIII. | 


viz — VIDELICET. XVI. repr. medL. «75, in 
which 5 is the normal symbol for the ter- 
mination -et. 


vizard vi-zaid mask. xvi. alt. of ezsar (xv— 
XVI), vigar (XVI—XVII), vars. Of VISOR; for a 
similar substitution of -ARD see MAZ(Z)ARD. 


vizier vizior in Mohammedan countries, 
high official, viceroy, etc. xvi. Early forms 
vezir, vizir- F. visir, oizir or Sp. visir- 
Turk. vezir — Arab. wazir, wezīr porter. 
vizierate vizīřəreit dignity of a vizier. 
XVII. — Arab. wizGrat, -et with assim. to 
prec. and -ATE!. 


vizor see VISOR. 


Vlach vlæk Wallachian, Rumanian. XIX. 
- Bulg., Serb Vlach = OSI. Vlach Ru- 
manian, Italian, Czech, Vlach Italian, 
Russ. Voloch, etc. — Germ. (OHG.) Walh 
(cf. OE. wealh) foreigner, whence also 
medGr. Bldkhos. Cf. WALLACHIAN. 


vocable vou:kobl word. xvi. — F. vocable 
or L. vocabulum, f. vocáre call ; see VOCATION, 
-BLE. Reintroduced xvii by Sc. writers; 
mentioned as a Scotticism by Beattie 1787. 
9o vocabulanv vóke-bjülori list of words 
with their meanings attached xvr; range of 
words in a written language, etc. XVIII. 
— medL. vocábulürius, -aàrium; see -ARY; 
cf. GLOSSARY. 
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VOCAL 


vocal vou'kal pert. to or uttered or formed 
by the voice. xIv (rare before xvi) - L. 
vocális uttering voice, f. vóc-, vóx VOICE; see 
-AL!. Hence vo-calisM exercise of the voice; 
(philol.) system of vowels. xix. vo:calisT 
Tspeaker xvii (rare); vocal musician xix. 


vocation vo(u)kei: [on calling to a state of life, 
function, etc. xv (Lydg.). —(O)F. vocation 
or L. vocátió(n-), f. vocare call. So vocativE 
vo'ketiv (gram.). xv. — (O)F. vocatif ot 
L. vocátivus (Aulus Gellius, Charisius, 
Priscian). 


vociferate vousrforeit cry out loud. xvitr. 
f. pp. stem of L. cóciferüri, f. vict-, vdx 
VOICE -fer-, stem of ferre BEAR? ; see -ATE?. 
So vocifera:TION. xIv|xv. —(O)F. or L. 
vociferous. xvii (Chapman); see -IFEROUS. 


vodka vo-dks ardent spirit orig. distilled in 
Russia. xix. - Russ. vódka, dim. of vodá 
WATER. 


voe vou (Orkney and Shetland dial.) bay, 
inlet. XVII. Norw. vaag, ON., Icel. vágr = 
OE. wg wave, rel. to WEIGH. 


vogue voug tthe v. foremost place in 
estimation, greatest currency XVI; popular 
esteem; course of success; prevailing 
fashion xvii. = F. vogue — It. voga rowing, 
fashion, f. vogare row, be going well — Pr., 
Pg. vogar, Sp. bogar, presumably of Germ. 
origin and f. the base repr. by (M)HG. 
wogen wave, float, be borne by the waves, 
rel. to WAY. 


voice vois sound(s) produced by the organs 

of utterance, in man freq. representing 
thought or opinion XIII; expressed will or 
choice, vote xiv; vocal capacity, as for 
singing XVII. = AN. voiz, voice, OF. vois, 
voiz (also mod. voix) = Pr. votz, Sp. voz, 
It. voce, Rum. boace x= L. vócem, vóx (cf. 
VOCAL). Hence voice vb. speak of, state 
XV; give utterance to Xvi; endow with 
voice, XVIII. 


void void not occupied, empty XIN; in- 
effective, useless xiv ; having no legal force 
XV. sb. empty space xvi. = OF. voide, 
dial. var. of vuide (mod. vide) fem., super- 
seding vuit m.— Pr. vueid, Cat. buit, It. 
vuoto :- Rom. *vocitu-s pp. formation on 
*voc-, repr. also in L. vocivus, with parallel 
*oac- of vacare (see VACANT). 


voivode voivvoud, vaivode vervoud local 

ruler in south-eastern Europe. xvi. — earlier 
Magyar wvajvoda (now vajda) and Bulg., 
Serb. vojvoda, Cz. vojevoda. Also way- 
wode XVII. 


Volapük, -puk voa-lopiik, -puk artificial 
language invented in 1879 by a German 
priest, Johann M. Schleyer. f. vol, alt. of 
Eng. world 4- connecting vowel a 4- pük, alt. of 
speech. 


volatile və'ʻlətail evaporating rapidly; 
lively. xvi. — (O)F. volatil or L. volátilis, 
f. pp. stem of volare fiy. See -ILE. 


VOLUME 


volcano vəlkeinou mountain or hill having 
an opening called a crater through which 
lava, etc. is expelled. xvi. = It. volcano, 
tvulcano (whence also F., Sp. volcan), Pg. 
vulcão - L. Volcanu-s, Vulcãnu-s Roman god 
of fire. So volcanıc vəlkæ'nik, xvi. 
— F. volcanique, f. volcan. 


vole! voul winning of all the tricks in 
certain card games. xvii (Dryden). -—F. 
vole, f. voler :— L. voldre fly. 


vole? voul mouse-like animal (short-tailed 
field mouse, water-rat, etc.). XIX. orig. vole- 
mouse — Norw. *vollmus (cf. Icel. vollarmuis), 
f. voll field (ON. vollr; cf. WOLD) + mus MOUSE. 


volitant volitont flitting. xix. — prp. of 
L. wolitdre, frequent. of volüre fly; see 
VOLE}, -ANT. 


volition vo(u)li:fan willing, resolving. xvii. 
-F. volition or medL. volitid(n-), f. volo 
I wish, WILL?; see -ITION. 


volley vəli simultaneous discharge of 
firearms or flight of missiles; utterance of 
many words, etc.; phr. at the v. (after F. 
à la volée) of a ball in its flight before it 
touches the ground, etc., (fig.) without con- 
sideration, at random xvI; return stroke at 
a ball before it has touched the ground xix. 
—- (O)F. volée — Pr., Sp. volada, It. volata 
= Rom. *voldata flight, sb. use of pp. fem. 
of L. voldre fly; see vorLE!, -v?. Hence 
vo-lley vb. xvi. 


volplane vo'plein aeronautical glide. xx. 
For F. vol plané, i.e. vol flight (f. voler fly ; 
cf. VOLEL), plané, pp. of planer. 


Volscian vo-lfion one of an ancient people 
inhabiting E. Latium. xvi (Volscan). f. L. 
Volsci, pl. of Volscus (whence late ME. 
Vulce, later Volsce) 4- -1AN. 


volt voult unit of electromotive force. xiX. 
Named after Alessandro Volta (1745-1827), 
Italian physician and chemist, whence also 
voltaic volteiik. xix (H. Davy). 


volt(e) volt tvolta, lavolta, a kind of dance 
XVI; sudden movement to avoid a thrust in 
fencing xvir. = F. volte = It. volta, sb. use of 
fem. pp. of volgere to turn :— L. volvere (see 
VOLUME). 


volte-face valt(a)fz-s right-about, complete 
change of attitude. xix (Scott). = F. volte- 
face~It. voltafaccia ‘turn-face’, f. voltare 
:- Rom. *volvitàre, frequent. of volvere roll 
(see VOLUME) 4- faccia FACE. 


voluble vo:ljübl Tvariable; Trotatory ; rapid 
and fluent (of speech). xvi. — F. voluble or 
L. volübilis, £. volü-, as in VOLUME, VOLUTE ; 
see -BLE. So volubi-lity. xvi. - F. or L.. 


volume vo-ljüm (hist.) roll of parchment, 
etc. forming a book; tome xiv (Wycl., 
Trevisa, Ch.); size, bulk +(of a book) xvi, 
(of other things) xvi; (poet.) coil, convolu- 
tion XVII. Late ME. volym, volum, volume 
- OF. volum, (also mod.) volume = Sp. 
volumen, It. volume - L. volümen rol of 
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VOLUNTARY 


writing, book, fold, wreath, eddy, f. volü-, 
var. of base *wolw- of volvere roll = Gr. 
eilüetn (cf. eíluma envelope, covering), f. IE. 
*wel- *wol- turn (see HELIX, WALLOW). 
@ Forms such as volym, volum, repr. 
vo'lim, vo:lom, remained til xvi and 
XVIII respectively; the present form (xv) 
F. volume, L. voliimen shows assim. to F. 
and L. Cf. lettuce, minute, custom (costume). 
So voluminous valji:mines. xvil. ~late L. 
volüminósus ; cf. F. volumineux. 


voluntary volontori depending on free 
choice. xiv (Usk; the adv. is used by Ch.); 
sb. piece of music selected by an organist 
to be played e.g. while a congregation de- 
parts XVII. — (partly after (O)F. volontaire, 
Tvoluntaire) L. voluntürius, £. voluntàs will, 
for *voluntitds, f. prp. form of the same 
type as eunt- going (f. volo I WILL) + -iãs 
-TY?; see -ARY. So voluntEEe'R one who 
voluntarily offers his services, orig. mil. 
xvi. — F. volontaire - L. voluntárius (pl., 
sc. milites soldiers) ; the suffix was assim. to 
-IER? and (later) -EER. Hence voluntee-ring 
(xvii, Dryden), whence by back-formation 
volunteer vb. xviu (J.). 


voluptuous  vola:ptfuos, -tjuos pert. to 
sensual pleasure. xiv (Ch). —(O)F. 
voluptueux or L. voluptuosus, f. voluptas 
pleasure, f. volup agreeably, f. *wol- *wel- 
WILL? (cf. Gr. elpis hope); see -uous. So 
volu:ptuany. xvi. — L. voluptuüárius, later 
form of voluptàrius, f. voluptás. volup- 
tuo:siry, xiv (Gower). 





volute vo-ljGt spiral conformation. XVII. 
— F. volute or L. volüta, pp. of volvere roll 
(see WALLOW). Earlier tvolu-ta. xviI-—xvIIt. 


volva volva (bot.) membrane covering 
fungi. XVIII. L., f. volvere roll, wrap. 


vomer vou'mər (anat., etc.) applied to 
various bones. xvii. L. ‘ploughshare’. 


vomit vomit matter ejected from the 
stomach through the mouth. xiv (Trevisa, 
Ch., Wycl. Bible). - OF. vomite or L. 
vomitus, f. vomere vomit (whence F. vomir), 
rel, to Skr. vdmiti, Gr. emefn (see EMETIC). 
So vomit vb. spew. xiv. f. vomit-, pp. 
stem of L. vomere or — L. frequent. comitàre. 
vomi- TION. Xvit. — F. Tvomition or L. 


voodoo vi-di use of or belief in sorcery, 
etc. current among W. Indies and U.S. 
Negroes and creoles. xix. - Dahomey vodu. 
Somewhat earlier in F. form vaudoux. 


voortrekker  voitre:kor Boer pioneer in 
S. Africa. xix. Du., f. voor- FORE- + trekken 
TREK. 


voracious vorerjos greedy for food. xvii. 
f. L. voráci-, voráx, f. vorüáre DEVOUR; see 
-IOUS. S0 voracIiTY vorze'siti. xvi. - (O)F. 
or L 


-vorous voros terminal el. forming adjs., 
f. L. -vorus devouring, eating (see DEVOUR, 
-OUS), as in carnivorous, herbivorous, omni- 
VITOUS. 





VOX 


vortex võ'ıteks supposed rotation of the 
cosmic matter XVII ; violent eddy ; (fig.) XVIII. 
~ L. vortex eddy, whirlpool, whirlwind, var. 
of vertex VERTEX. 


vorticism vd-i1tisizm principles of a school 
of painting originating in 1913 among some 
members of ‘the London Group’. f. L. vertic-, 
VORTEX, taken in the sense of the artist’s 
conception of relations in the universe; 
see -ISM. 


votary vou'tori one bound by vow to a 
religious life or devoted to a pursuit, etc. 
XVI. f. vót-, pp. stem of L. vovére vow-4- 
-ARY. Hence vo-tarrzss!. xvi. So vo-tarisT. 
xvi (Sh.). 


vote vout indication of opinion by appointed 
means. XvVj(in earliest use Sc. ; less specific 
obs. senses occur XVI-XVIII). - L. votum 
vow, wish (whence also Sp., Pg., It. voto), 
sb. use of n. pp. (*vovetom) of vovére vow, 
desire; hence F. vote. So vote vb. give a 
vote (for); Ttvow, Tdevote. xv1 (before 
1600 exclusively Sc.). f. vót-, pp. stem of 
L. vovére. Cf. OF. voter (in mod. use from 
Eng.), Sp., Pg. votar, It. votare. So 
VOTIVE. XVI. —~L. vétivus, whence also 
Sp., Pg., It. votivo, F. votif, -ive. 

vouch vaut[ cite as witness XIV; guarantee 
the truth of xvi; be surety or witness for 
xvll. — OF. vocher, voucher summon, in- 
voke, claim, obscurely repr. L. vocGre call 
(see VOCATION). So vou-cher® summoning 
of a person into court to prove a title XVI; 
piece of evidence, esp. written xvir (Sh.). 
— AN. sb. use of OF. inf. voucher. vouch- 
SAFE vautjserf confer, bestow, esp. in 
condescension ; show a gracious willingness 
XIV. orig. as two words, f. voUCH warrant-- 
SAFE, adj. in predic. use, e.g. He vouchede 
Àhyt saufe on us; in early use with great 
variety of form in the first el., the identity 
and meaning of which became obscured. 


voussoir virswàari (archit.) one of the stones 
forming part of an arch or a vault. XVIII. 
f. modF. (OF. vousoir, -our adopted in 
ME. xrv-xv) t- popL. volsdérium, f. *vols-, 
pp. stem of volvere roll (see VOLUME). 


vow! vau solemn promise, esp. of a religious 

nature. XIII (8. Eng. Leg., RGlouc.). =~ AN. 
vou, vu(u), OF. vo, vou (mod. veu) :- L. 
vótum VOTE. So vb. make a vow. XIII 
(Cursor M.). - (OJF. vouer, f. vou. 


vow? vau affirm, asseverate. xiv. Aphetic of 
AVOW. 


vowel vau-al sound produced by vibration 
of the vocal cords without audible friction. 
xiv. — OF. vouel, var. of voiel (superseded 
by later OF. votelle, mod. voyelle) :- L. 
vócaülem (sonum) or vócàále (signum) ‘VOCAL 
sound or sign’ (the L. sb. vócális is fem., 
sc. littera letter). 


vox voks in v. angelica, v. humana ('an- 
gelic, human voice’), organ stops imitative 
of vocal sounds. xvin. L. vox (véc-), f. 
base widely repr. in IE, 
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VOYAGE 


WAD 








voyage voiid3 journey (spec. by water). 
xul. ME. ve(;)jage, vaiage, viage- AN. 
votage, OF. ve(i)age, vayage (mod. voyage) 
= Pr. viatge (whence Sp. viaje, Pg. viagem, 
It. viaggio) += L. vidticum money or pro- 
visions for a journey, in late L. journey (see 
VIATICUM). So voy:age vb., voyager xv 
(Caxton) = (O)F. 


vraic vreik seaweed found in the Channel 
Islands. xvii. - F. dial. vrac, var. of vrec, 
vrac - MLG., Du. zorak WRACK?; cf. vAREC. 


vraisemblance vresãblăs  verisimilitude. 
XIX (Scott). F., f. vrai; see VERY, SEM- 
BLANCE. 


vril vril mysterious force assumed to have 
been discovered in Lytton’s “The Coming 
Race’, 1871. Arbitrary invention. 


vrouw, vrow vrau Dutch woman or 
matron. xvii. Du. vrouw (OS. früa — 
OHG. frouwa, G. frau). 


vulcanite va-lkonait t pyroxene; prepara- 
tion of indiarubber and sulphur hardened 
by heat. xix. f. Vulcan (L. Vulcãnus), name 
of the ancient Roman god of fire+-ITE. 


vulcanize va'lkənaiz treat (indiarubber) 

with sulphur to render it more durable. 
xix. Named by Brockedon, friend of the 
English chemist Hancock, who invented 
it, f. Vulcan (see prec.) 4- -1zE. 


vulgar v4lgor that is in common or 
ordinary use XIV (Ch., Lydg.; rare before 
XVI); ordinary, common, commonplace 
XVI; lacking in refinement XVII; sb. tithe 
vernacular xv (Lydg.); t(chiefly pl.) com- 
mon or vulgar person; the v. the common 
people; t(pl.) sentences, etc. in English to 
be translated into Latin xvi; }Vulgate 
edition xvir. = L. vulgāris, f. vulgus, volgus 
the common people; see -AR. The sb. uses 
depend on those of medL. (vulgare vulgar 
tongue, vernacular, vulgārēs common peo- 
ple) and (O)F. (le vulgaire the common 
herd), etc. So vudgarisM fordinary ex- 
pression XVII (rare); vulgar expression, 
quality, etc. XVIII; vulgarity -gæ'riti 
Tcommon people xvi; fcommon use, 





quality, etc. XVII; vulgar character XVIII. 
~ late L.; cf. F. vulgarité (1800). vu-lgarizE 
tbe vulgar xvi ; make vulgar xviir. —- modL. 
vulgārizare (whence also F. vulgariser, It. 
volgarizzare) vulgate va:lgat in common 
use as a version of the Bible, spec. the Latin of 
St. Jerome completed in about 405 A.D. XVII 
(Douay Bible, 1609); sb. the V. Bible xviii; 
received text of the Bible; ordinary reading 
in a text XIX. = late L. vulgāta (sc. éditio 
edition, /ectid reading), vulgātus (sc. textus 
text), fem. and m. pp. of L. vulgare make 
public or common, f. vulgus; see -ATE?. 
vulgus v4lges school task consisting of 
a set of Latin or Greek verses. XIX. alt. of 
Toulgars (xvi), tr. modL. vulgdria, sb. use 
of n. pl. of L. vulgaris, used as the title of 
Latin-English phrase-books by J. Anwykyll 
(1483), W. Horman (1519), and R. Whiting- 
ton (1520); the ending was perh. assim. to 
GRADUS. 


vulnerable v4-norobl that may be wounded 
XVII (Sh.); open to attack xvii (of a place 
XVIII). — late L. vulnerābilis wounding, f. 
vulnerāre wound, f. vulner-, vulnus wound ; 
L. invulnerābilis was earlier and was used 
with the more usual pass. sense of the 
suffix -übilis -ABLE. So vu-Inerany used for 


healing wounds xvi; also sb. xvi. -L. 
vulnerárius (Pliny). 
vulpine  v4lpain  fox-lihe. xvi. =L. 


vulpinus, f. vulpés, volpes fox ; see -INE!. 


vulture va-Itfar large bird of prey of the 
order Raptores. xiv (Ch., Wycl. Bible, 
Trevisa). — AN. vultur, OF. voltour (mod. 
vautour), corr. to Pr. volitor, It. avoltojo, 
Rum. vultur += L. vulturius, f. vultur, voltur. 
Some early forms show dependence rather 
on OF. voutre:= L. vultur; a normal 
development is seen in vulter (XVI—XVI1); 
the present pronunc. continues ME. vulture 
and has prob. been established by assoc. 
with -ture as in creature. So vu'IturINE!. 
XVII. = L. 


vulva va'lvə 
generation in the female. xvi. 
volva womb, matrix. 


(anat.) external organ of 
—- L. vulva, 


W 


Waac wæk member of the Women’s 
Army Auxiliary Corps 1917. 
wabble see WOBBLE. 


wacke waka (geol.) sandstone-like rock. 
xix. = G. wacke (MHG. wacke large stone, 
OHG. wacko pebble) miner’s word adopted 
by the geologist Werner. 


wad wod twadding; (dial.) bundle of hay, 
etc. Xv1i; tightly-rolled bundle xvii. In 
form and early meaning corr. to AL. 


wadda wadding (xIv); obscurely rel. to Du. 
watten (whence G. watte), F. ouate, It. 
ovatta padding, cotton-wool, Sp. bata 
dressing-gown, which has been referred to 
Arab. bütin padded clothes. Hence wad 
vb. put a wad in (a gun, etc.) xv1; lay up in 
bundles xvir; wa:ddiNc! material for wads. 
XVII, esp. cotton-wool. Cf. Sw. vadd (from 
Eng.), Da. vat (from Du. or G.), Russ. vata, 
G. wattieren, -ierung, Sw. waddera, -ering, 
Da. vattere, -ering pad, padding. 
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WADDLE 


waddle wo-dl walk with swaying motion. 
XVII (Sh.). perh. frequent. of WADE; see 


-LE?. Late ME. wadill, meaning app. ‘fall waggon, 


heavily' is difficult to connect with the 
mod. use. 


wade weid tgo OE.; walk through water 
or any liquid xii (OE. in oferwadan wade 
over). OE. wadan, pt. wid = OFris. cada, 
MDu., MLG. waden (Du. waden wk.), 
OFIG. watan (G. waten wk.), ON. vada := 
CGerm. (exc. Goth.) *waðan go, go 
through; £. IE. *wádh-, repr. by L. vádere 


WAIST 


abbreviations see QUACK?. Hence wa'ggERY. 
xvi (Lyly), wa:ggisH!. xvi (Sh.). 

wagon we'gon strong four- 
wheeled vehicle for transport; Tcarriage, 
car, chariot xvi; covered vehicle for con- 
veyance by road; truck, van running on a 
mining roadway or (later) railway line xv. 
Early forms wagan, wag(h)en - Du. wagen, 
Twaghen watn. (Hence F. wagon railway 
carriage.) So wa-g(g)oner!. xvi. —Du. 
wagenaar, twaghenaer. Hence wag(g)on-~ 
E'TTE four-wheeled (open) carriage. XIX. 


go, vadáre wade through, vadum ford (cf. wagtail we-gteil small bird of the genus 


OE. wed, ON. vad ford). 


wadi, -y wa-di ravine or gully turned into 
a watercourse. XIX. ~ Arab. wddi. 


wadmal wo-dmel woollen fabric. xiv. 
=- ON. vaðmál, prob. for *vddmdl, f. vad 
cloth, WEED?-}-mdl measure (see MEAL”). 


wadset wo-dset (chiefly Sc.) pawn, mort- 
gage. XIV. f. wad, Sc. var. of WED sb.-} SET’; 
prob. developed from OE. phr. *tō wedde 
settan put to pledge (tó :edde lecéan and 
sellan are recorded; cf. OE. wedd settan 
deposit a pledge). Hence sb. xv. 


wafer werfor very light thin crisp cake 
xiv (PPL, Ch.); thin disc of unleavened 
bread used at the Eucharist xvi; disc used 


Motacilla. xvi. f. wact+TalIL!, with ref. to 
the continual characteristic wagging of its 
tail; cf. earlier twzagstert, }-start (START?) 
xv, and MLG. wagestert, Du. kwikstaart 
‘quick-tail’, Sw. vippstjert, Da. vipstjert, 
F. hochequeue 'shake-tail'. 


waif weif piece of property found ownerless 


XiV (PPL); person without home or friends, 
unowned child xv111 (Cowper). =- AN. waif, 
weif (AL. wavium, weyvum), var. of ONF. 
gaif, fem. gaive (cf. early modF. twayves, 
choses gayves or guesves), prob. of Scand. 
origin (cf. ON. veif something wavering or 
flapping, rel. to veifa wave). Often in phr. 
vaifs and strays, or Tstraifs, cf. ME. weyues 
and streyues. 


for sealing, etc. xvi. — AN. wafre, var. of | wail weil express pain by prolonged 


ONF. waufre, (O)F. gaufre (see GOFFER) 
— MLG. waàfel WAFFLE. 


waflle wo-fl (U.S.) batter-cake. xix. = Du. 
wafel, early waefel = MLG. wéGfel (see 


piteous cries, XIV. —ON. *weila (cf. veilan 
wailing), f. vei int. = OE. w& wor; the 
recorded ON. vb. is væla (whence væl, 
vélan), f. ve int. Hence wail sb. xiv. 


WAFER); as F. gaufre has also the sense | waim wein large open vehicle for heavy 


‘honeycomb’, it is inferred that the Germ. 
word had orig. this meaning and is rel. to 
OHG. wabo, -a (G. wabe) honeycomb 
(cf. WEAvE!). 


waft woft tconvoy; convey safely by water 
XVI; tpass or propel through the air xvii; 
carry through the air or through space XVIII 
(Pope). Back-formation from twafter armed 
vessel used as a convoy (xv wa(w)ghter) — 
LG., Du. wachter guard, f. wachten guard 
(see WAIT). Hence wafturE wo-ftjuez wav- 


loads; astron. used of the Great Bear (see 
CHARLES’S WAIN). OE. weg(e)n, wen 
waggon = OFris. wein, OLow Frankish 
reidi|wagan, (M)LG., Du. wagen, OHG. 
wagan (G. wagen), ON. vagn cart, barrow 
:- CGerm. (exc. Goth.) *zoagzaz or * wegnaz 
- ITE.*woghnos or *weghnos (whence Ofr. 
fén waggon), f. *wogh- *wegh- carry (cf. 
WAY, WEIGH), whence Gr. dkhos (:—*zoghos) 
chariot, OSI. vozů (Russ. voz cartload), 
Skr. vahanam chariot, ship. 


ing; first as Rowe's emendation in his edi- | Wainscot weinskat superior oak boarding 


tion of 1709 of wafter in earlier editions of 
Sh. ‘Julius Cesar’ 11 1 246. 


wag! weg trans. tstir, move XIII; sway 
from side to side XIV ; intr. Tbrandish, wave 
XIII; move to and fro xiv. ME. waggen, 
iterative formation on OE. wagian totter, 
sway), ME. wage, waw(le) = MLG., MDu. 
wagen, OHG. wagōn, ON. vaga (cf. vagga 
cradle). So waggle we-gl. xv; see -LE? 
and cf. (M)LG., Du. waggelen stagger, 
totter (whence (M)HG. wackeln), which 
may be the immed. source. Cf. WIGGLE, 


wag? weg mischievous boy, youth, chap; 

habitual joker xvi. prob. shortening of 

Twaghalter (of which  Twagstring and 

twagwith were vars.) one who is likely to 

swing in the hangman’s noose, gallows-bird 

XVI {see WAG’, HALTER). @ For similar 
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imported from the Continent xIv; panelling 
of wood xvi. - MLG. wagenschot, presu- 
mably, f. wagen WAGGON + schot ( ?) boarding 
planking (cf. bokenschot superior beech- 
wood); the first el. of this comp. (which was 
taken over into Fris., Flem., and Du.) is 
of doubtful identity ; it has been referred by 
tt to OF ris. wach = OE. wag, OS. wég 
wall. 


waist weist middle section of the body XIV; 


middle part of a ship xv; narrowest or 
slenderest part xvii. Late ME. wast, waast, 
later waste, waist (which was rare till 
adopted in Johnson’s Dict. 1755). Believed 
to repr. OE. *wæst, for *weahst (cf. early 
ME. wacste greatness), corr. to ON. *wahstur 
(Icel. vöxstr, g. vaxtar), Goth. wahstus 
growth, size, f. Germ. *ways- grow, WAX?. 
comp. waistcoAT weis'kout, we'skot. xvi. 


WAIT 





wait weit A. Twatch as an enemy or spy XII; 
Tawait; remain, stay XIV; defer action XVII; 
B. serve at table xvr. - ONF. waitier, var. of 
OF. guaitier (mod. guetter watch for) = Pr. 
guaitar, It. guatare - Germ. *waxytan (OHG. 
wahtén, MHG. wahten, f. *wak- WAKE‘). So 
wait sb. Twatch ; Twatchman; as in phr. 
lie in wait, etc. XV; pl. town musicians XIII 
(singers and musicians performing in the 
streets at Christmastide xvin). Partly - 
ONE. *wazt, wet, f. the vb. wattier; partly 
f. the Eng. vb. 


wait-a-bit weitabit applied to certain 
S. Afr. shrubs with joc. ref. to their hooked 
and clinging thorns. xvi. tr. Afrikaans 
wacht-een-beetje (now wag-’n-bietjie). 


waiter weitor twatcher, watchman XIV; 
tattendant, servitor xv; man who waits on 
guests XVIIL; (for waiting salver, in which 
waiting is gerund used attrib.) small tray 
XVIII. f. WAIT-}-ER!. Hence waitress? 
thandmaid xvi (rare); woman or girl who 
waits at table xix. 


waive. weiv  Toutlaw xiu; relinquish, 
abandon xiv, (esp. a right) xv; refrain from 
enforcing (a rule), or from persisting in or 
entering upon (an action) XVII. — AN. zoeyver 
(whence AL. waiviare) = var. of OF. 
gaiver, guesver make a ‘waif’ of, abandon, 
f. gaif war. So waiver’ (leg.) dispensing 
with a requirement. xvi. = AN. (Law F.) 
weyver (Britton x111), sb. use of inf. 


wake! weik watching, watch, vigil OE. 
(spec. beside a dead body; hence, ob- 
servances incidental to this xv); vigil of a 
church festival, esp. as an occasion of 
merrymaking xuI. OE. *wacu (only in 
nihtwacu night-watch), corr. to MLG., 
MDu. wake (Du. waak}, OHG. wahha (G. 
wache) watch, watching, wakefulness, ON, 
vaka watch, vigil, eve; rel. to WAKE?. In the 
last sense prob. = ON. vaka (cf. Jónsvaka 
St. John’s Eve, 23rd June, Midsummer 
festivities). 


wake? weik track left on the water’s surface 
by a moving vessel. xvi. prob. - MLG. 
wake~ON. *vaku (vok), vaka hole or 
opening in ice, perh. orig. one made for 
itself by a vessel (whence also Du. wak, and 
G. wake hole or channel in ice); the sense 
*vessel's track’ is rare and local outside Eng. ; 
perh. ult. f. Germ. *wakw- moist, damp, 
rel. to Gr. hugrós, L. üvidus (:- *ugwidos) 
moist. 


wake? weik A. remain awake OE. ; become 
awake; B. rouse from sleep xiu. (i) OE. 
str. vb. *wacan (repr. by onwacan, Gwacan 
AWAKE) only in pt. wéc, corr. to ON. *vaka 
(repr. by pp. vakinn awake); (11) OE. wk. 
vb. wacian = OFris. wakta, OS. wakén, 
OHG. wahhén, -ón (G. wachen), ON. vaka, 
Goth. wakan :- CGerm. *wakajan, *wako- 
jan, £. *wak- (see also warcH) :- IE. *vwog- 
*weg- be lively or active (see VEGETABLE, 
VIGOUR, VIGIL), vars. of which in form and 


WALKYRIE 


meaning are seen in Goth. wékains wakeful, 
wokrs, OE. wócor, ON. okr growth, increase, 
usury, and OE. éac (see EKE). Sense B, 
which is expressed in OE. by «weccan 
(= *wakjan), depends partly on ON. vaka 
(intr. and trans.) Hence wa:keruL!. xvi 
(Coverdale). 


wakeel woki:1 var. of VAKEEL. 





waken weikn become awake; rouse from 
sleep. xii. ~ ON. vakna wake up = OE. 
weecnan, also weecnian (recorded only in the 
sense ‘rise, spring, be derived’), Goth. 
galwaknan (prp. only), f. CGerm. *wak-; 
see -EN®, 


wake-robin weikro:bin Arum maculatum, 
lords-and-ladies, cuckoo-pint (U.S. various 
other plants) xvi (Palsgr., Gerarde). Of 
unkn. origin. 


wakon weikən MANITOU. XVIIL. - Dakota 
wakay, sb. use of adj. ‘spiritual, sacred, 
consecrated’. Q J. F. Cooper “The Prairie’ 
xxviii has the form wahkcondah. 


Wal(ach wo-lok = VLACH. XVIII. 


Waldensian wolde-nsiean pert. to the 
Waldenses adherents of a religious sect 
which originated through the preaching of 
Peter Waldo of Lyons, France, c.1170. XVII. 
See -IAN. 


wale weil weal on the flesh OE. ; horizontal 
timber round the top of the sides of a boat 
XIV; raised line in a fabric XVI; ridge of a 
horse’s collar xvii. Late OE. walu ridge 
of land, etc., weal = LG. wale weal, ON. 
vala knuckle, rel to WEAL”. Cf. CHANNEL?, 
GUNWALE. 


Waler weiloi horse imported from Austra- 
lia, esp. New South Wales. xix. f. Wales-- 
-ER!. 


wali wali var. of VALI. XIX. 


walk! widk intr. Troll, toss; Tmove about, 
journey, go OE.; travel on foot, (trans.) 
traverse on foot Xii; lead at a walk xv. 
OE. wealcan, pt. wéolc, pp. gewealcen, corr. 
to (M)LG., (M)Du. walken full, work 
(felt), cudgel, OHG. *zalchen, in pps. ge- 
zwalchen, forwalchen felted, matted, MHG. 
walken, pt. wielce, pp. walken knead, roll 
(paste), full, cudgel, drub, ON. valka drag 
about, torment, ref. wallow; f. Germ. 
*walk-, of unkn. origin. Hence sb. xiv 


(Ch.). See foll. 


walk? wok full (cloth) xv. -(M)LG., 
(M)Du. (see prec.); perh. partly from the 
agent-noun walker? wō'kər (surviving 
dial. till xix and as a surname) in OE. 
wealcere, (M)LG., (M)Du. walker, OHG. 
walkari (G. walker); ult. identical with 
WALK}, 


Walker wó:kor excl. expressing incredulity. 
xix. More fully Hookey W. ; of unkn. origin. 


walkyrie wo'kiri var. of VALKYRIE. 
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WALL 


wall wid! rampart; defensive structure en- 
closing a town, etc.; lateral or vertical 
division of a building. OE. wall (WS. weall), 
corr. to OFris., OS., (M)LG., (M)Du. wal 
(MHG., G. wall is from MLG.)-L. 
vallum rampart, orig. palisading, f. vallus 
stake. Hence wall vb. xir (OE. had ge- 


WAN 


galop, and its source waloper, galoper 
(whence MHG. walop and walopiren) GAL- 
LOP. The imit. suggestiveness of the words 
has furthered in Eng. the development of 
a variety of collog. uses (perh. of joc. 
origin), esp. since gallop prevailed (xvi) in 
the more dignified uses. 


weallod walled). Comp. wa-HFLower gilli- | watlow wo-lou roll about or from side to 


flower, Cheiranthus, which grows wild onold 
walls, in quarries, etc. xvi (Lyte, Gerarde). 
tr. Du. muurbloem, G. mauerblume. 


wallaby wo-lsbi small species of kangaroo. 
XIX. — native Australian wolabd. 


Wallachian, Walachian  wolerkion pert. 
to Wal(l)achia, area of SE. Europe whose 
inhabitants speak a Romance language 


side. OE.; be plunged in degraded living 
xin. OE. walwian (WS. wealwian) i- 
WGerm. *walwédjan, rel. to wielwan trans. 
roll = Goth. af-, at-, faur'walujan (cf. wal- 
wison intr. roll); f. Germ. *walw- *welw- 
- IE. *wolw- *welw-, whence Gr. elusthets 
rolled, wrapped, élutron wrapper, case, L. 
volvere roll (cf. VOLUME). 


(Walachs or Vlachs) xvi. f. medL. | Wallsend wo-lzend designating orig. coal 


Wal(lachia, f. Sl. forms repr. Germ. 
*Walh- (cf. WELSH); see -IAN. 
wallah wolo in words of native Indian 


languages adopted by European residents, 
e.g. howdah-w. elephant accustomed to 


from a now exhausted local seam, (later) 
coal of a certain quality and size. XIX 
(Dickens). Name of a town in Northumber- 
land, so named from its situation at the end 
of the Roman wall. 


carrying a howdah, PUNKAH-z., hence, by wallwort wolwoit dwarf elder, Sambucus 


extension, 1n competition-w. XVII. — Hindi 
-wdlà, terminal el. expressing relation 


Ebulus. OE. wealhwyrt, f. wealh foreign 4- 
wyrt WORT, 


forming adjs. and sbs., apprehended by | walnut w5-(I)nat nut of Juglans regia. 


Europeans as a sb. meaning ‘man’, ‘fellow’. 


wallet wolít bag for provisions for a 
journey, pilgrim's scrip, pedlars pack 
xiv (Ch. walet and walet); (orig. U.S.) 
pocket-book to hold papers xix. prob.- 
AN. *walet, the base of which may have 
been Germ. *wall- roll (see WELL! and ?) 
with which some connect OE. weallian = 
MLG. wallen, OHG. wallōn (G. wallen) go 
on pilgrimage :- WGerm. *wallojan; see 
-ET. 

wall-eyed wai-laid having eyes of an 
excessively light colour or showing diverg- 
ence of some kind. xiv (wavwil|esed, waugle 
eghed). = ON. vagleygr, f. *vagl (surviving 
in Icel. vagi film over the eye, Sw. vagel 
sty in the eye)-F--eygr -eyed, f. auga EYE; 
see -ED?, Hence by back-formation wall 
eye. XVI. 


wall-knot  wolnot, wale-knot  weilnot 
knot made on the end of a rope by unlaying 
and intertwining the strands. xvii. rel. 
obscurely to Norw., Sw. valknut, Da. 
valknude double knot, secure knot, in 
Norw. also, gammadion, swastika, G. wald- 


Late OE. walh-hnutu (once), corr. to MLG. 
wallnut (whence (M)HG. walnuss), MDu. 
walnote (Du. walnoot), ON. walhnot = 
Germ. formation, prob. orig. of the LDu. 
area, on *walyaz foreign and *ynut- NUT. 
Cf. MHG. wälhisch nuz (G. dial. wälsche 
nuss), Flem. walsche not (Kilian), a LG. 
equiv. of which was adopted in ME. as 
twalsh note (xiv); cf. OF. noix gauge (mod. 
dial. gaog, gok walnut), repr. Rom. *nux 
gallica ‘French nut’. @ Thereprs. of simple 
L. nux in Rom. langs. mean ‘walnut’. 


walrus wò'lrəs sea-horse, morse. XVII. 


prob. - Du. walrus, -ros (whence also G. 
walross, Sw. hvalross, Da. hvalros), alt., 
after walvisch ‘whale-fish’, by inversion of 
the els. of such forms as OE. horschwal, 
ON. hrosshvalr (‘horse-whale’), but the 
mutual relations are obscure. 


waltz wails, wilts dance performed to 


music in triple time; also vb. XVIII. =G. 
walzer the dance, f. walzen roll, revolve, 
dance the waltz, f. Germ. *walt-, extension 
of *wal- roll (see WELTER). Cf. VALSE and 
Du. wals. 


knoten (with assim. to wald wood, forest), | wampee wompi- (fruit of) an Asiatic tree, 


in hunting parlance, double knot. 
Walloon woli:n one ofa people of Gaulish 


Clausena Wampi. XIX., — Chinese Awang pi 
‘yellow skin’. 


origin and speaking a dialect of French | wampum wo-mpom beads threaded on 


inhabiting south-eastern Belgium xvi; 
their language xvi. =- F. wallon = medL. 
Wallé(n-), f. Germ. *walyag foreign. Cf. 
VLACH, WALLACHIAN, WELSH, -OON. 


wallop woalep fgallop xiv; fbubbling 
motion; violent noisy movement XVI; beat 


strings used by N. Amer. Indians as cur- 
rency, etc. XVIL Shortening of somewhat 
earlier wampumpeag (which was falsely 
analysed as wampum--peag), a word of the 
Algonquian langs., f. wap white (cf. 
WAPITI) + umpe string-+pl. suffix -ag. 


of the heart, resounding blow xviir. So | wan won dusky, dark; livid, leaden-hued 


wallop vb. Tgallop xiv; boil, bubble xvt; 
make violent noisy movements XVIH ; beat 
soundly xix. — ONF. walop, var. of (O)F. 
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OE. ; pallid, unusually pale xi11 (Cursor M.). 
OE. wan(n), of unkn. origin and having 
no certain cogns., poss. rel. to WANE. 


WAND 


wand wond (dial.) straight, slender stick 
Xir (Orm); slender stem, sapling xim 
(Cursor M.); rod or staff of office; magic 
rod xv. ~ON. *wandur (vondr) = Goth. 
toandus :— *wanduz (not in WGerm.), prob. 
f. *wand- *wend- turn, WEND, the basic 
notion being that of flexibility (supported 
by dial. uses as above). Comp. wa:ndsMAN 
verger. XIX; see -S. 


wander wo:ndez move aimlessly about 
OE.; deviate without purpose from Xv. 
OE. wandrian = OFris. wondria, MLG., 
MDu. wanderen (whence (M)HG. wandern, 
Sw. wandra, Da. vandre) :- WGerm. *«an- 
drojan, f. *wand- *wend- WEND ; see -ER*. 


wanderoo wondari prop. langur monkey 
of Ceylon, usu. misapplied, after Buffon, to 
the lion-tailed macaque of Malabar. xvir. 
- Sinhalese wanderu monkey, rel. to Hindi 
bandar :- Skr. vdnara monkey, perh. orig. 
‘forest-dweller’, f. vanar- forest. 


wane wein grow less, decrease, spec. of the 

periodical decrease of the visible illuminated 
portion of the moon. OE. wanian lessen 
(intr. and trans.) = OFris. wonia, OS. 
wanon, OHG. wandn, wanén, ON. vana 
diminish, vanask grow less, Goth. *wanan 
(cf. wanains loss) :—-CGerm. *wandjan, 
*“wanajan, f. *wano- lacking (whence OE. 
wan, ON. vanr, Goth. wans), f. ITE. *wa, 
repr. also by L. v@nus VAIN. Cf. WANT. So 
wane sb. fwant, lack OE.; amount by 
which a plank falls short of the squared 
shape xvi. OE. wana; cf. Du. wan 
shrinkage, Goth. wan lack; f. *wan- adj. 
Hence waney weini (of timber). xvii; 
see -Y!, 


wangle we:ygl accomplish or obtain by 

irregular or insidious means. XIX. First 
recorded as printers’ sl., ‘arrange or fake to 
one’s own satisfaction’ (Jacobi ‘Printers’ 
Vocabulary’, 1888); perh. based on waggle 
and dial. wankle unsteady, unconstant, 
precarious (OE. wancol) under the infil. of 
a vague sense of phonetic symbolism. 
Hence sb. 


wangun wa'ngon (U.S.) boat or chest for 
provisions and outfit. xIx. Shortened 
~ Montagnais Indian atawangan, f. atawan 
buy or sell. 


wanion wo'njen (arch.) phr. with (in) a w. 
with a vengeance. XVI (revived by Scott). 
alt. of T:!antiand (x1v) in phr. Tn the w., prob. 
with ellipsis of mone moon, repr. OE. on 
wanigendum ménan at the time of the waning 
moon, i.e. in an unlucky hour; see WANE, 


want wont condition or fact of being de- 
ficient x11 (Cursor M.); lack of the neces- 
saries of life xIV; requirement xvI, Earlier 
(as in ‘Ormulum’) used as predic. adj. 
‘lacking’, ‘wanting’ ON. *want, vant, n. 
of vanr lacking, missing, which was used 
quasi-sb. in such expressions as var peim 
vzttugis vant they were in want of nothing, 
var vant kyr a cow was missing, in which the 
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WAR 


construction is impers. So want vb. is 
lacking; be without xit. - ON. *«wanta, 
vanta, impers. vb. with accus. of person and 
thing, prob. :- *evanatón, f. *wan- (see 
WANE). @ For similar adoptions of Scand. 
neuters in -t cf. SCANT, THWART!, WIGHT. 


wanton wo:nten fFundisciplined x11 (Cursor 


M.); lascivious, lewd xiv(Ch., PP1., Gower) ; 
Tsportive, capricious XIV; Tinsolent ; (poet.) 
luxurious XV1; reckless of justice or pity 
xvi. ME. wantowen, wantoun, f. wan-, prefix 
equiv. to UN-!, mis-1, OE. wan- = OFris., 
OS., OHG. wan-, wana-(Du. wan-, G.wahn-, 
in wahnsinn, wahnwitz insanity), ON. van-, 
orig. identical with adj. twane (see WANE) + 
towen, tozen, OE. togen, pp. of téon disci- 
pline, train :— *teohan (seeTIE). Q The prefix 
is repr. also in ME. wanhope despair (x111), 
corr.toMLG., MDu. wanhope, and is prolific 
in Sc. and north. dialects, e.g. wanchancy 
unlucky (xviII1), wanfortune (xv), wanhap, 
wanrest (XVI), wanruly unruly (XV111), wan- 
sonsy mischievous (XIX). 


wapentake wo:ponteik subdivision of some 


shires (in which the Danish element of the 
population was large), corr. to a hundred. 
Late OE. wpen(ge)tz2c - ON. vdpnaiak, f. 
vápna, g. pl. of vápn WEAPON + tak act of 
taking, f. taka TAKE. The evolution of the 
Eng. sense from that of the ON. word, 
‘vote or consent expressed by waving or 
brandishing weapons’, can only be con- 
jectured. 


wapiti wo-piti N. Amer. stag or elk, 


Cervus canadensis. XIX. ~= Shawnee wapiti 
‘white deer’ (wap white), so named to dis- 
tinguish it from the moose. 


wappato(o) wə'pətou, -tù tubers of 


Sagittaria variabilis. xIx. = Chinook jargon 
wappatoo, - Cree wapatowa ‘white mush- 
room’, 


wappens(c)haw, -s(c)hawing  wo:ponj5, 


-in (Sc.) muster or review of men under 
arms. XVI (revived by Scott). f. north. Eng. 
wapen (— ON. vdpn WEAPON) + schaw, 
schawing SHOW. 


war woi hostile contention of armed forces. 


xii (Peterborough Chron.) Late ME. 
war(r), warre (Xv), earlier werre (XIII-xv; 
e.g. PPL, Ch., Wyclif), wyrre (x11), weorre 
(xu) - AN., ONF. erre, var. of (O)F. 
guerre = Pr., Sp., Pg., It. guerra, of Germ. 
origin, f. base repr. by OHG. werra confu- 
sion, discord, strife, OS., OHG. werran 
bring into confusion (G. wirren confuse, 
perplex); cf. woRsE. Hence war vb., partly 
after AN. werreier (in F. guerroyer) XII. 
comp. wa:rFARE!. xv. @ The formal coin- 
cidence of L. bellu-s (cf. BEAU) and belluem 
war (cf. BELLICOSE) led to the disappearance 
of the latter from Rom. In OE. there were 
several words for ‘war’, ‘warfare’, ‘hostility’, 
none of which survived; one of these, OE. 
orlege, corr. to OFris. orlog, OS. orlag, -log, 
MDu. orloghe (Du. oorlog), OHG. urliugi, 


WARBLE 


ON. orlygi. G. krieg war is a spec. use of its 
basic sense ‘strife’, ‘contention’; ON. 
úfriðr is lit. ‘no-peace’ ; synon. L. bellum and 
Gr. pólemos are of unkn. origin. 


warble wi-:1bl ftune, melody xiv, later 
(infl. by the vb.) act of warbling. Late ME. 
werble xIV-ONF. werble, var. of OF. 
*ouerble — OF rank. hwirbilén whirl, trill; cf. 
OHG. wirbil whirlwind (MHG. werbel, 
wirbel, G. wirbel whirlpool, whirlwind, 
spinning-top, etc.), rel. to (M)Du. wervel 
harp, ON. Avirfill circle, ring, crown of the 
head; see WHIRL. So warble vb. sing with 
trills and quavers (xvi; ME, exx. of xiv are 
of doubtful meaning); in ONF. werbler, 
OF. guerbler, -oter. 


ward! wiid A. watching, guarding, 
custody OE.; charge of a prisoner XIII; B. 
administrative division of a city, etc. xiv (in 
AL. warda xui), C. separate room or 
division of a prison, hospital, etc. xvr ; D. pl. 
notches or projections in a key or lock to 
prevent opening xv. OE. weard = MLG. 
warde, OHG. warta watch (G. warte watch- 
tower) :- WGerm. *waróo (whence ONF. 
warde, with the repr. of which the native 
word coalesced = (O)F. garde GUARD, Pr., 
Sp., Pg. guarda), f. *ward-, extension of 
*war- be on guard, watch (see WARE’). 


ward? woid guard, defend OE.; parry, 
fend off xvi. OE. weardian = OFris. 
wardia, OS. warden, OHG. wartén (G. 
warten nurse, look after), ON. varda = 
CGerm. (exc. Gothic) *warddjan, *war- 
dzjan, f. *warðð WARD!; reinforced in 
ME. by ONF. warder, var. of (O)F. garder 


GUARD vb. 


«ward woid suffix denoting direction, orig. 
(and so only in OE.) appended to local advs. 
(e.g. hdmweard homeward); a second stage 
is repr. by to heavenward, etc., which was 
followed by forms lacking the prep. (e.g. 
earthward, Godward). OE. -weard = 
OFris., OS. -ward, OHG. -wart, f. Germ. 
*-carü, var. of *werp- :—- *wert- turn (L. 
vertere) ; in the suffix the primary sense is 
preserved, but in the related vb. werpan it 
has the derived sense of ‘become’ (see 
WORTH’). 


warden  wóoóudn  Tguardian; in various 
designations of office involving control or 
governorship. XIII. = AN., ONF. wardein, 
var. of OF. g(u)arden GUARDIAN. 


warder! w5-1do1 soldier set to guard an 
entrance XIV; gaoler XIX. — AN. wardere, 
wardour, f. OF. warder ; see WARD?, -ER?. 


warder? wo:idor (arch.) staff, truncheon xv. 
Reduced form of T«warderer (xtv), perh. orig. 
joc. use of twarderere look out behind (Ch.). 
— AN. *ware derere, i.e. ware var. of (O)F. 
gare (— Germ. *war- WARE?) - derere (modF. 
derrière) behind :- Rom. *dé rétro, i.e. L, dë 
from, rétró behind (cf. REAR’). 


Wardour Street wodo: strit name of a 
street in London mainly occupied by 


WARM 


dealers in antique and pseudo-antique 
furniture applied to a pseudo-archaic style 
of English affected by writers esp. of his- 
torical novels. XIX. 


wardrobe wo:1droub  Troom in which 
wearing apparel was kept Xiv (movable 
closed cupboard for this xviir); department 
of a great household charged with the keep- 
ing of this; person'sstock of this xv. - ONF. 
warderobe, var. of (O)F. garderobe, f. garder 
keep, GUARD, WARD?-+- robe garment, ROBE. 


-wards woidz OE. -weardes, corr. to OS., 
MLG. -wardes, Du -waarts, OHG. -wartes, 
f. Germ. *warda-, with parallel *werpa-, 
repr. by Goth. -wairbs, OHG. -wertes (G. 
-wdrts, earlier -werts); g. sg. n. formations 
gen. identical in sense with -WARD though 
differing in details of usage. 


ware! wear articles of merchandise or 
manufacture (in comps. earthenware, hard- 
ware), OE. waru = OF ris. ware, were, MLG. 
(whence MHG., G.), MDu. ware (Du. 
waar), ON. varat- Germ. *wardé, perh. 
orig. ‘object of care’ and f. *war- (see next). 
Comp. Wwa-reHouskE XIV ; cf. Du. waarenhuis, 
G. warenhaus ; hence vb. xvii. 


ware? wear (arch) Taware; careful in 
avoiding (surviving in BEWARE). OE. wer, 
also gewer = OS. war, also (and OHG.) 
giwor, Goth. *wars (in pl. warai) :- Germ. 
*(ga)waraz, f. *war- *wer- observe, take 
care (poss. cogn. with L. veréri fear). 


ware® weai tintr. take care; trans. beware 
of OE. (imper. in hunting use sometimes 
wó1i, continuing ME. war). OE. warian 
(imper. wara ‘cave’) = OF ris. waria, OS. 
waron, OHG. bi'warön beware, ON. vara; 
in ME. coalescing with ONF. warer (mod. 
garer), of Germ. origin (cf. prec.). 


warison  wo'rison Twealth, possessions; 

reward xir; (misused by Scott for) note 
of assault, prob. by misinterpretation of 
‘Mynstrells, playe vp for your waryson’ 
(Battle of Otterbourne). -ONF. warison, 
var. of OF. garison (see GARRISON). 


warlock wad-alok ttraitor, scoundrel; tthe 
Devil; savage or monstrous creature OE. ; 
sorcerer, wizard XIV. QE. wérloga = OS. 
warlogo perh. deceiver (pl. applied to the 
Pharisees); f. OE. wr covenant = OHG., 
wara truth, ON. vdrar pl., solemn promise, 
vow (cf. Væringi confederate, VARANGIAN), 
rel. to OS., OHG. war true (see VERY)-+ 
*loz, wk. base of léogan L1E*, appearing also 
in OE. àáploga, tr&owloga, wedloga oath- or 
pledge-breaker. ME. warlow(e) (repr. OE. 
werloga) was superseded by the Sc. var. 
warlo(c)k (xvI), which was familiarized 
through Burns and Scott. 


warm woim moderately hot OE.; Tcom- 
fortable, securely established xiv (Ch.); 
ardent, eager XIV (Gower) ; comfortably off ; 
cordial, tender xv; lively, heated, excited 
xvi. OE. wearm = OFris., OS. warm, 
OHG. war(a)m (Du., G. warm), ON, varmr 
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WARMTH 


:- CGerm. *warmaz (cf. Goth. warmjan 
warm, cherish), with var. *werm-, repr. by 
OHG. wirma, ON. vermi warmth; prob. to 
be referred to IE. *“ghworm- *ghwerm-, 
repr. by Skr. gharmás heat, Av. gar?moó- hot, 
Gr. thermós hot, L. formus warm, and forms 
in OPruss., Alb., and Arm. So warm vb. 
(i) OE. *wierman, werman, wirman trans. = 
OS. wermian (Du. warmen), OHG. wermen 
(G. wärmen), ON. verma, Goth. warmjan 
+= CGerm. *warmjan; (ii) OE. wearmian 
intr. = OHG. war(a)mén (early modG. 
warmen) = *warm#jan. 


warmTH! woimp xi. OE. *wiermpu, 
*wermpu = MLG. wermede (Du. warmte), 
MHG. wermede (G. Twármte) :- WGerm. 
*warmt po. 


warn wdin put on one’s guard, give a 
caution to OE.; inform, notify xur. OE. 
war(e)nian, wearnian = MLG. warnen, 
OHG. warnōn, warnën (G. warnen, whence 
Sw. varna, Da. varne) :- WGerm. *wara- 
nójan, -Zjan,f. *war- becautious (see WARE?). 


warp woip A. Tcast, throw OE.; (after 
ON. oréum verpa) tutter xır; B. (after 
ON. orpinn pp. warped) trans. and intr. 
bend, twist aside xiv (fig. distort xv1); C. 
weave, twine x111; D. tow xvi. OE. weorpan, 
pt. wearp, wurpon, pp. worpen (the ordinary 
vb. for ‘cast’, ‘throw’) = OS. werpan, OHG. 
werfan (Du. werpen, G. werfen), ON. verpa, 
Goth. wairpan; CGerm. str. vb. (becoming 
wk. in Eng. xiv), having no certain cogns. 
So warp sb. threads extended lengthwise 
in the loom OE. )( weft; rope, hawser XIII. 
OE. wearp, with Continental equivs. ; some 
later senses are from the vb. 


warrant wo'rent A. + protector, defence; 
authoritative witness; authorization XIII; 
B. document conveying authority or secu- 
rity xv; justifying reason xvi. = ONF. 
warant, var. of OF. guarant, -and (mod. 
garant), whence Pr. garens, Sp. garante, It. 
guarento, cf. medL. warens, warandus - 
OF rank. werénd (= OHG. werént, f. gi|werén 
(G. gewähren) = OFris. wera be surety for, 
guarantee), So warrant vb. tkeep safe 
XIII; guarantee the security of xvi. (Also 
war(r)and)— OF. warantir, warandir, vars. 
of g(u)arantir, -andir. wa: rrantv?legal cove- 
nant. XIV (R. Mannyng) = AN. warantie, var. 
of garantie GUARANTEE. 


warren wo-ren piece of land preserved for 
breeding game, esp. for the breeding of 
rabbits xiv; fig. xvi. — AN., ONF. warenne, 
var. of (O)F. garenne game-park, now esp. 
rabbit warren, Pr. garena = Gaulish *var- 
renna area marked off by palisading, f. *varros 
post (cf. Ir. farr pillar, post), evidenced in 
Gaulish place-names. So wa:rrenenr? officer 
having charge of a warren (survives as 
surname) xiV. - AN. warener, ONF. war- 
rennier, (O)F. garennter. 


warrigal wo-rigol dingo; wild Australian 
aboriginal xix. Native Australian word, 


WASSAIL 








recorded as warregal, 
rikul, etc. 


warrior worrio: fighting man. xir. ME. 
werre(y)our — ONF. werreieor, werrieur, var. 
of OF. guerreieor (mod. guerroyeur), f. 
werreier, guerreier (whence ME. fwarray), 
corr. to Pr. guerreiar, Sp., Pg. guerrear, It. 
guerreggiare, Rom. deriv. of *werra WAR; 
see -OR}, 


wart wodit round dry tough excrescence on 
the skin. OE. wearte = OFris. warte, worte, 
OS. warta, OHG. warza (Du. wrat, G. 
warze), ON. varta ~~ CGerm. (exc. Goth.) 
*warton. 


wor-re-gal, wor- 


wary weoa-ri marked by caution. XVI. 
Extension of WARE? by the addition of -y! to 
impart a more adjectival appearance; cf. 
chilly, slippery. 


Was WoZz, WOz see BE. 


wash wo[ cleanse with or as with water OE. 
(also refl. and intr. x11); of the sea, etec., flow 
over or past; remove with or as with water 
xv. OE. weséan, wascan, waxan, pt. wósé, 
wéosé, w&ox, pl. wóxon, wéoscon, pp. -wasen 
= OS. wascan (Du. wasschen, wiesch, 
gewasschen), OHG. wascan, wuosc, giwascan 
(G. waschen, wusch, gewaschen), ON. 
vaska (conjugated wk.) :CGerm. (exc. 
Goth.) orig. str. vb. *waskan ~~ *watskan, 
f. *zat- WATER. Traces of wk. conjugation 
appear XIV, but str. forms prevailed till xvr, 
after which they are mostly only dial. (pt. 
weesh, wush, pp. washen, weshen). Hence 
wash sb. (not continuous with OE. wasé 
‘ablutio’, geweesé ‘alluvium’); in many un- 
connected applications, some of which are 
of obscure origin; tract of land alternately 
covered and exposed by the sea xiv (in AL. 
vwhasshum maris xiv); liquid refuse xv; 
watery infusion or mixture XVI. comp. 
wa'sh-leather xvi1; earlier Twashen leather 
(wesshyn leddyr xv), T washed leather (xvi) 
suggest that the orig. ref. was to the washing 
which was a part of the manufacture. 


washer! woa-jaz one who washes xv; comp. 
wa-'sherwo:MAN XVII, earlier (now U.S.) 
washwoman XVI; see -ER}, 


washer? wo-fo1 perforated annular disc to 
prevent friction or looseness of parts. XIV 
(whasher). Of unkn. origin. 


wasp wosp insect of the genus Vespa. OE. 
wesp, weeps, wefs, corr. to OS. wepsia, 
wespa, wasp, OHG. wafsa, wefsa (G. wespe, 
dial. webes), MLG. wepse, wespe, wispe :— 
WGerm. *wabis-, *waps- += IE. *wobhes-, 
*wops-, whence OSI., Russ. osa, OPruss. 
wobse wasp, Lith. vapsá gadfly, OBret. 
guohi, Cornish guhien, L. vespa (1- *wopsà), 
usu. taken to be f. *webh- wobh- WEAVE}, 
with ref. to the weblike construction of 
the insect's nest. Hence wa'-spisH!. XVI 
(Drant, Sh.). 


wassail wosl, wo-seil salutation used when 
presenting drink to a guest or drinking his 


[993] 


WAST 


health xiu (wes hail, wassayl, -ail, La3.; 
after xiv only hist. and dial); liquor for 
drinking healths x111; carousal xvir (Sh.). 
ME. vas hzil, wassayl - ON. ves heill *be 
in good health' (see HaLE!); recorded 
earlier (x11) in Geoffrey of Monmouth’s 
‘Historia Brittonum’? vri xii (wes heil), 
Wace’s ‘Brut’ (weshel, waisseil) and ‘Roman 
de Rou’, and Nigellus de Wireker’s ‘Specu- 
lum Stultorum’ (wessail). In the orig. use 
coupled with drinkhail, the response of the 
guest. 


wast wost, wost see BE, 


waste weist A. desert land xII; B. action of 
wasting XIII; C. waste matter XV. = ONF. 
wast(e), var. of OF. guast(e), gast(e), partly 
repr. L. vastum, n. of vastus waste, desert, 
partly f. waster vb. So waste adj. unculti- 
vated, barren XIII; superfluous, refuse xv. 
-ONF. wast, var. of g(u)ast — Pr. gast, 
Pg. gasto, It. guasto :- Rom. *«wasto, repr. 
(with infl. from rel. and synon. OFrank. 
wósti) L. vástus; superseded OE., ME. 
wéste t~ *wéstiz. Waste vb. devastate, con- 
sume by loss, decay, etc. XIII; consume or 
expend useless]y xiv. =- ONF. waster, var. 
of g(u)aster — Pr. g(u)astar, Sp. gastar, It. 
guastare :- CRom. *wastàre, for L. vastare, 
f. váàstus. Hence wa'sterut! causing de- 
vastation XIV; extravagant XV. Wwa'stER?. 
XIV. 





wastel wo:stol (hist.) bread or loaf made of 
the finest flour. xit (Havelok). - north- 
eastern var. castel of OF. guastel (mod. 
gáteau cake), prob. of Germ. origin. 


wastrel wei:strol (in Cornwall) tract of 
waste land xvi; article rejected as un- 
serviceable xviir; unhealthy animal; good- 
for-nothing person, waster XIX. f. WASTE vb. 
+-REL, 


watch wot! tbe awake OE.; be on the alert 
or look-out x11; keep in view xiv. OE. 
*waééían (in Nhb. wedca, WS. prp. 
vozeééende), doublet of wacian WAKE*. So 
watch sb. A. {vigil ; action of watching XIV; 
(naut.) period of watching ; one set to watch 
xvi; B. falarm-clock xv; small spring- 
driven time-piece for the pocket xv1; OE. 
wedde, f. stem of *wacían; in some later 
uses directly f. the vb. Hence wa-tchrur! 
XVI. comp. wa:tchMaN xiv, wa:tchwonbD 
XIV. 


water wotor transparent liquid (chemically 
compounded of two parts hydrogen and one 
part oxygen) forming the material of seas, 
lakes, and rivers; (prob. after Arab. md‘ 
water, lustre, splendour) transparency and 
lustre of a gem xvi (Sh.), whence in popular 
phr. of the first w. (equivalent uses are 
common to Germ. and Rom. langs.). OE. 
weter = OF ris. weter, OS. watar, OHG. 
waggar (Du. water, G. wasser) *- WGerm. 
*watar (ON. vain, Goth. wato, g. watins, 
show a var. with n-formative), f. CGerm. 
*wat :- TE. *wod-, repr. by OSI., Russ. voda 


WAVE 





(cf. VODKA); the var. *wéd- is repr. by WET, 
the var. *ud- (sometimes with nasal infix) by 
L. unda (cf, UNDULATE), Umbrian utur wave, 
Gr. hudér, g. hiudatos (:- udmtos), hudro- 
HyDRO-, Lith. vandud, OPruss. unds, Skr. 
uddn. See also OTTER, WHISKY!?. So wa:ter 
vb. trans. OE.; intr. xiv. OE. (ge)- 
wetertan, corr. to MLG. wateren, weteren 
(Du. wateren), MHG. wegzern (G. wassern). 
watery}. OE. weterig = MLG. waterich, 
etc. comps. wa'terFALL xIv (OE. had 
waeetergefeall ; cf. G. wasserfall, ON. vatnfall). 
watershed wo-torfed line separating 
waters flowing into different river basins 
XIX; after G. wasserscheide, which became 
common in scientific use c. 1800; see SHED*. 


waterlog wotoilg render unmanageable 
by flooding with water. xviII. perh. orig. 
with sense ‘make like a Loc”. 


Waterloo  wótoiü: name given to the 
battle fought outside Waterloo, near 
Brussels, in which Napoleon Bonaparte was 
finally defeated (18 June 1815); used 
allusively for: a decisive and final contest, 
a ‘settler’. xIx (Byron calls the Armenian 
ʻa W. of an Alphabet’). 


water-souchy wö'tər sū'tfi, sū'fi fish 
boiled and served in its liquor. XVII. 
— Du. «aterzootje, f. water WATER -- zootje, 
zoodje boiling (of fish), f. sede boiling, rel. 
to zieden SEETHE. 


watt wot (physics) unit of activity or power. 
XIX (Siemens, 1882). f. name of James Watt 
(1736-1819), inventor of the modern steam 
engine and a pioneer in the science of 
energy. 


wattle! wo-tl (pl. and coll. sg.) stakes inter- 
twined with twigs or branches used as 
fencing, etc. OE. watul, perh. rel. to wetla 
bandage for a wound and poss. :- *waülaz 
(for the treatment of à cf. bottle, bottom), 
f. IE. *wodh- weave; see WEED?, -LE!. 
Hence vb. xiv (PPl.). 


wattle? wo'tl fleshy lobe pendent from the 
head or neck of poultry, etc. xvi. Of unkn. 
origin; the occurrence of watel for ‘bag’ or 
‘basket? in some MSS. (others walet) in 
PPI. C. x1 269 and the casual use of wallets 
of flesh in Sh. "Tempest! ur ii 46 do not 
afford sufficient evidence that wattle is a 
metathetic var. of wallet. 


wave! weiv move to and fro, shake or sway 
as with the wind. The word in the above 
senses as at present used is not clearly evident 
before xvi. Though of similar meaning, it 
is not certainly continuous with OE. wafian 
(recorded twice) make a movement to and 
fro with the hands, corr. to MHG. waben 
wave, undulate, f. Germ. *«ab-, repr. also 
by ON. {vafi doubt, uncertainty, vafl, 
vafla wavering and waver. The grade-var. 
*#wgb- is repr. by ON. vdfa swing, vibrate. 


wave? weiv movement in an extent of 
water by which a portion of it rises above 
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the general level. xvi (Tindale, 1526). alt., 
by assoc. with wave!, of ME. twawe, 
earlier waye, rel. to OE. wagtan, ME. wawe, 
sway to and fro, wave (cf. wAG!). Hence 
wa-vv!, xvi. 





waver wervorl Twander, rove; fluctuate, 
vacilate; Tsway. XIV. orig. north. and 
eastern; - ON. vafra move  unsteadily, 
flicker (Norw. vavra go to and fro, stagger) 
= MHG. waberen (G. wabern) move about, 
frequent. f. Germ. *«wab- ; cf. wave!, -ErR‘. 


wavey wervi Amer. goose of the genus 
Chen. xviHn. var. of wawa wei'wo - Cree 
wehwew, Ojibwa wéwe goose. 


wax! weks substance produced by bees to 
make the honeycomb; beeswax melted 
down, etc.; as used for sealing, superseded 
by a compound of lac, etc. OE. ax, weax 
zz: OFris. wax, OS., OHG. wahs (Da. was, 
G. wachs), ON. vax t- CGerm. (exc. Goth.) 
*waxsam, cogn. with OSI. vosků (Russ, 
vosk), Czech vosk, to be referred ult. to 
IE. *weg- weave, whence Olr. figim I weave, 
L. vélum vEIL (for the sense connexion cf. 
OHG. wabe honeycomb, f. *webh- WEAVE!). 
Hence wax vb. xiv, wa:xEN?. xiV; repl. 
OE. wexen, *wiexen. Wa:xwoRK modelling 
in wax. XVII. 


wax? wæks grow OE.; become xit (Orm). 
OE. weaxan, pt. wéox, Nhb. wéx, pp. 
weaxen = OFris. waxa, OS., OHG. wahsan 
(Du. wassen, G. wachsen), ON. vaxa, Goth. 
wahsjan (with -ja- in pres. stem):~ CGerm. 
str. vb. £. *waxs- s- TE. *woks-, *aweks-, 
*auks-, *uks- repr. by Gr. aéxein, aüxein, 
auxánein increase, Skr. ukš grow (pt. 
vakéa), L. augére (see AUCTION), Lith. dugu 
I grow; cf. EkE?, The str. conjugation was 
retained in Nhb. OE.; pt. wex became rare 
after XIV ; pp. waxed occurs 4 times in A.V., 
waxen 8 times. The survival of the vb. has 
depended partly upon its association with 
wane in reference to the moon. 


wax? weeks (sl) fit of anger. XIX. perh. 
evolved from a usage such as wax wroth 
(wax?). 


way wei road, path; course of travel, life, 
or action, distance travelled. OE. weg = 
OF ris. wei, wi, OS., OHG. weg (Du., G. weg), 
ON. vegr, Goth. igs :- CGerm. *wegaz, f. 
*“weg- move, journey, carry (see WEIGH, 
WAIN) :- IE. *eegh-, repr. also by L. 
vehere carry (cf. VEHICLE). @ The sense 
development has been influenced by L. via 
and F. voie, of which the Eng. word has 
been the normal rendering ; many senses are 
of biblical origin ; Heb. dérek and Gr. hodós 
(rendered in Vulg. by via) have a wide 
range; phr. under way (naut.) having begun 
to move through the water. xviu. - Du. 
onderweg; also sp. weigh; whence perh. 
sense ‘rate of progress, velocity’ XVIII. 


-Way wei terminal el. orig. joined in a phr. 
with an adj. surviving in a few comps., as 





anyway, crossway, edgeway, everyway, half- 
way, midway, noway, someway, straightway, 
the earliest being alway (OE. accus. ealne 
weg); most of these have parallel and synon. 
forms in -WAYS. 


waybread  werbred plantain. OE. weg- 
bréde, corr. to OS. wegabreda, OHG. 
wegabreita (G. wegbreit m., wegebreite f.), 
WGerm. comp. of way and *braidjon, f. 
*braid- BROAD, the etymol. sense being 
‘broad-leaved plant of the roadside(s)'. 


wayfare wei-feor (arch.) travelling. xiv. f. 

WAY-+FARE, after wayfaring, OE. weg- 
farende = Icel. vegfarandi, varying in OE. 
and ME. with Twayfering. Hence way-= 
farer! traveller by road xv; wayfaring 
(man's) tree Viburnus Lantana, growing 
wild in hedges xv1 (Gerarde). 


waylay weilei: lie in wait for, xvi. f. WAY 
+ Lavy}, after MLG., MDu. wegeldgen, f. 
Germ. *wega laga besetting of ways, i.e. wega, 
g. pl. of weg way + lāga besetting, ambush, f. 
lag- LAY! Hence way: layER? XVII; earlier 
Tweiligger (Lydg.), 1.e. *way-lier'. 


wayleave  weiliv permission to convey 
supplies, apparatus, etc. over land, etc. xv. 
f. WAY-+ LEAVE}, 


-ways weiz (in always wiz), repr. weges, 
g. sg. of OE. weg WAY, as in Opres weges (x11), 
dial. otherways by another route, alles wets 
ALWAYS, nanes weis (XIII) NO*WAYS. 


WAy'SIDE side of a road or path. xiv. 


wayward weiwoid disposed to be self- 

willed xiv (Wyclif) ; capriciously wilful xvt. 
Aphetic of awayward (xiv), f. away+ 
-WARD; the sense development was prob. 
infl. by the notion of the word being f. wav, 
as if ‘bent on going one’s own way’; cf. 
FROWARD. 


waywiser wei'waizoI instrument for mea- 
suring distance travelled by road. xvir. 
— G. wegweiser, f. weg WAY -+wetser indica- 
tor, f. weisen show, indicate, f. weise WISE?; 
see -ER}, 


waywode wei'woud see VOIVODE. 


wayzgoose weizgüs entertainment given 
to printers orig. at Bartholomew-tide 
(24 August), when working by candle-light 
began; later, annual feast held in summer. 
Earlier waygoose (xvii, Moxon), the present 
form being recorded first by Bailey (1731) 
and explained as ‘stubble goose’, f. alleged 
var. wayz of wase bundle of straw, of which 
there is no confirmation. 


wazir wazio'X see VIZIER. XVIII. 


we wi, wi you, he, she, or they, and I. OE. 
we, corr. to OFris. ui, OS. wi, we, OHG. 
wir (Dut wij, G. wir), ON. vér, vær, Goth. 
weis. These forms repr. morethan one Germ. 
type; Goth. weis repr. Germ. *wiz t= *wets, 
extension (with pl. -s) of *wet, repr. also by 
Skr. vaydm, Av. vaém ; other forms may repr. 
*wiz, of doubtful origin; Tokh. has was; 
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dual OE. wit = OS. wit, ON. vit, Goth. 
wit, has a parallel in Lith. védu. For the obl. 
cases see OUR, US. 


weak wik not strong, feeble xrrr; fpliant, 

flexible xiv. ME. wayke- ON. veikr 
(*weikr) = OE. wae weak, slothful, pliant, 
insignificant, mean (ME. woéke), OS. wék, 
OHG. weih (Du. week, G. weich soft) = 
Germ. *waikwaz, f. *waikw- *wikw- yield, 
give way (cf. WEEK). Hence wea‘KENn®. xiv. 
wea:kLrNG!, xvi (first used by Tindale 
after G. weichling (Luther))}. wea'kLy!. XVI, 
-LY? XIV, -NESS XIII (Cursor M.). 


weal! wil twealth, riches; welfare OE.; 
the public good xv. OE. wela = OS. welo, 
(cf. OHG. wela, wola adv.) :- WGerm. 
*welon, f. *wel-; see WELL*. In the sense of 
w. public (xv) rendering L. bonum publicum, 
F. le bien publique, COMMONWEAL (L. rës 
communis or publica, F. le bien commun). 


weal? wil var. of WALE infl. by WHEAL. 


weald wild the tract of country, formerly 

wooded, lying between the North and 
the South Downs. OE., WS. var. of wald 
WOLD; normally repr. by ME. weld, the 
present weald being a reversion to the 
OE. weald, due to Lambarde. Hence 
Wealden wi-ldon (pert. to) a formation of 
cretaceous deposits extensively developed 
in the Weald. xix; the use of the suffix 
-EN? is arbitrary. 


wealth welp A. Twell-being x1i11; welfare of 
a community (cf. COMMONWEALTH) XIV; 
B. worldly goods, riches xix. ME. «celpe 
(‘Genesis & Exodus’, Cursor M.), f. weLL? 
or WEAL!, after health; cf. (M)Du. weelde, 
OHG. welida. Hence wealthy! we-lpi xiv; 
superseded twealy, f. WEAL}. 


wean win accustom to the loss of its 
mother’s milk. OE. wenian accustom, (rare) 
wean (usu. @wvenian, sometimes gewenian ; cf. 
G. entwohnen), OF ris. wenna, OS. wennian 
(Du. wennen), OHG. gilwennen (G. -wéhnen), 
ON. venja :- CGerm. (exc. Gothic) *wan- 
jan, f. *wanaz accustomed (ON. vanr, rel. 
to vani custom, habit, f. *wan- *wun- (see 
WONT). 


weapon we'pn instrument used for warfare 

or combat. OE. w¥pn = OFris. wépen, 
OS. wàpan (Du. wapen) OHG. waf(f)an 
(G. waffe; wappen armorial bearings is = 
MLG. wap(p)en), ON. vdpn, Goth *wépn 
(in pl. wépna) -- CGerm. *wépnam, of 
unkn. origin. 


wear! wtoi pt. wore wool, pp. worn 
woin A. ‘to carry appendant to the body’ 
(J.) OE.; B. waste, decay xii; C. last out 
in use XVI. OE. serian, pt. werede, pp. 
wered = OS. werian, OHG. werien, ON. 
verja, Goth. wasjan clothe :- CGerm. wk. 
vb. *wazjan, f. *was- (as in Goth. wasti 
garment, MHG. wester christening-robe), 
CGerm. and JE. *wes-, repr. also by ON. 
vest cloak, L. vestis clothing (cf. vest’), Gr. 
henninai (:- *wesnu-) clothe, pesthës rai- 
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ment, Skr. vas clothe. The change of con- 
jugation from wk. to str., due to assoc. with 
bear, swear, tear, is shown in XIV but is 
hardly established before xvi; there is an 
early anticipation of it in late OE. forworen 
(beside forwered) worn away, wasted. Hence 
sb. action of wearing xv; what is worn XVI 
(now current esp. in comps., footwear, 
headwear, knitwear). 


wear? wor pt. pp. wore wooi (naut.) 
come round on the other tack by turning 
stern to windward. xvii. Early forms weare, 
wayer, warre, werr; of unkn. origin; not 
identical with vEER?, with which it is partly 
synon. 


weary wiəri having the feeling of loss of 

strength. OE. wérig, wérig, corr. to OS. 
sid|worig weary (with journey), OHG. 
uarag drunk :- WGerm. *wériza, *-aza, 
f. *wor-, repr. also by OE. córian wander, 
go astray, ON. órar, pl. fits of madness 
(hefudérar delirium), «rr mad, insane 
(:— *wérja); cf. Gr. hérdkidn faint. Hence 
vb. OE. wer(t)gian, gewergian. 


weasand wi-zand, wi-zon (dial.) gullet OE. ; 
windpipe xIv; throat xv. OE. wasend, corr. 
to OFris. «àsanda, -enda, OS. wasend(i), 
OHG. weisant, -ont, -unt (MHG. weisen, 
early modG. waise(n), dial. wäs); a WGerm. 
word having the appearance of a prp. forma- 
tion (cf. ON. vélendi gullet). OE. wásend is 
repr. directly by w. midl. ME. wésen (xiv), 
dial. wozen, (h)oosen; but the more gen. 
current weasand, weason, wizen point to an 
OE. var. *wasend. 


weasel wi-zal ferocious carnivore, Putorius 
nivalis. OE. wesule, wesle, weosule = MLG. 
wesel, wezel, OHG. wisula (G. wiesel) :- 
WGerm. *wisulén (Scand. forms are from 
G. dial.), of unkn. origin. 


weather  we:óoi condition of the atmo- 
sphere with respect to heat or cold, calm or 
storm, etc. XII; (with adverse implication) 
XI1 ; direction of wind (perh. - ON.) xiv. OE. 
weder = OFris. wedar, OS. wedar, OHG. 
wetar (Du. weer, G. wetter), ON. veór :- 
CGerm. (exc. Goth.) *vedram = either 
*wedhrom (whence OSI. vedro, Russ. védro 
good weather, Lith. vidrus, vydra storm) or 
*wetróm (Lith. vétra storm, OSL větrů 
wind); prob. f. *wé winp?. The change 
from d to 6 (shown xv) is paralleled in 
FATHER. comp. w. cock vane in the form of 
a cock (cf. Du. eveerhaan). xin: preserves 
the connexion with wind as the attrib. or 
adj. uses do of the side turned towards the 
wind (perh. after ON. vedr). Hence vb. 
trans. and intr. in various uses concerning 
exposure to wind and weather xv (wether); 
earlier in weatheriNG (early ME. widerung; 
cf. OE. widerian be good weather, corr. to 
MHG. witeren, ON. vidra be stormy). 


weave! wiv pt. wove wouv, pp. woven 
wou'vn fabricate by interlacing yarns. 
OE. wefan, pt. wef, w¥fon, pp. wefen = 
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OF ris. weva (WFris. weve, etc.), (M)LG., 
(M)Du. weven, OHG. weban (G. weben), 
ON. vefa :- CGerm. (exc. Goth.) *weban, f. 
Germ. *web- *wab- :- IE. *webh- *wobh- 
*ubh-, repr. also by Gr. huphé, huphos 
web, huphainein weave, Skr. ürna|vábhis 
spider, lit. *wool-weaver'; cf. WASP, WEB, 
WEFT, WOOF!. 


weave? wiv move repeatedly from side to 
side, pursue a devious course XVI; (pugil- 
ism) creep close into one's opponent XIX. 
prob. continuation of ME. tweve (x11) 
move from place to place, wave, brandish, 
var. of Twaive — ON. verfa, corr. to (M)Du. 
weiven, OHG. -weiben :- Germ. *weibjan, 
rel. ult. to L. vibrāre VIBRATE. 


web web woven fabric OE.; cobweb; 
tissue, membrane XIII. OE. web(b), corr. to 
OFris. webb, OS. webbi (MDu. webbe, Du. 
web), OHG. wappi, weppi, ON. vefr (g. vefjar) 
:- CGerm. (exc. Goth.) *wabjam, -az, f 
*wab-;see WEAVE!. Hence we-bsrER female 
weaver OE. (webbestre); male weaver XIV; 
survives as a surname, as do also OE. 
webba m., webbe fem. (ME. webbe) as Webb, 
Webbe. 


weber vei:bo1, wi'bər old name for the 
coulomb and the ampére. xix. f. name of 
Wilhelm Weber (1804-91), German physi- 
cist. 


wed wed marry, trans. OE., pass. XII, 
intr. XIII. OE. weddian covenant, marry, 
bind in wedlock = OFris. weddia, MLG. 
wedden, OHG. wettén (G. wetten) pledge, 
wager, ON. veðja pledge, Goth. ga|wadjin 
espouse :- CGerm. *waójojan, f. *waüjam 
pledge (OE. wedd, in mod. dial. wed, OFris. 
wedd, OS. weddi, Du. wedde, OHG. wetti, 
G. wette, ON. veð, Goth. wadi), rel. to L. 
vad-, nom, vas surety, Lith, wadúoti redeem 
a pledge. Hence weddinc! we-din late 
OE. weddung. @ For reprs. in Rom. see 
GAGE!, WAGE. 


wedge wed3 piece of wood, etc. thick at 
one end and tapering to a thin edge at the 
other; tingot OE.; other special senses 
from xvi. OE. weég = OS. weggi (Du. 
wegge wedge-shaped cake), OHG. weggi, 
wecki (G. dial. wecken, weck), ON. veggr :— 
CGerm. (exc. Fris. and Goth.) *wagjaz 
(whence Finnish vaaja wedge), prob. rel. to 
Lith. vdgis pin, plug. 

Wedgwood we'd3wud designating a kind 
of pottery; name of inventor, Josiah Wedg- 
wood (1730-95), and his successors at 
Etruria, Staffordshire. xvir. 


wedlock wedlok fmarriage vow OE.; 
union of man and woman as husband and 
wife. xu. Late OE. wedldc, f. wed pledge, 
WED ++ -ldc -LOCK. 


Wednesday  we:xnzdi fourth day of the 
week. ME. wednesdei (X111), corr. to OFris. 
wénsdet, which, together with the place- 
names Wednesbury and Wednesfield in 
Staffordshire, and Wensley in Derbyshire, 





appear to repr. a form with mutation due to 
sufhix-variation (*wédinaz), and repl. OE. 
wodnesdeg = OF ris. winsdet, MLG. wédens- 
dach (Du. woensdag), ON. ddinsdagr ‘day of 
Odin’, tr. late L. Mercurii diês ‘day of the 
planet Mercury’ (whence F. mercredi, Sp. 
miercoles, It. mercoledì). The local and indi- 
vidual pronunc. with -dn- repr. the sp. 
while the established -nz- goes back to 
ME. wendesdei (x11). The identification of 
Woden, the highest god of the Germ, pan- 
theon, with Mercury is shown in Tacitus’ 
‘Germania’ ix (Deorum maxime Mercu- 
rium colunt). OE. Woden = OS. Woden, 
OHG. Wuotan, ON. Odin is referred to the 
base *z6éd- be excited or inspired (whence 
OE. wéd, dial. wood mad) IE. *wdt-, 
repr. by L. vatés seer, poet (cf. VATICI- 
NATE), (O)Ir. faith poet, W. gwawd song, 
poetry. Q In HG. the name of W. appears 
to have been always ‘midweek’ (G. Mitt- 
woch); for the apprehension of planetary 
names as those of deities cf. FRIDAY, etc, 


wee wi sb. orig. chiefly in a little wee, ta 
small thing or quantity; a short time XIII; 
adj. extremely small, tiny xv. north. ME. 
wei, we, repr. Anglian wég, wége (WS. 
weg, -e) weight, rel. to wegan WEIGH; the 
use appears to have originated in such a 
phr. as a little wee thing ‘a small amount of 
a thing’, similar to a bit thing ‘a bit of a 
thing’, hence ‘a little thing’. The adj. use 
has been current in southern Eng. since 
c.1600. Cf. WEENY. 


weed! wid small plant, esp. one that cum- 
bers the ground. OE. wéod = OS. wiod, 
rel. to OHG. wiota fern; of unkn. origin. 
Hence vb. clear of weeds. OE. wéodian = 
OS. wiodon, (M)LG. weden, (M)Du. 
wieden. Hence wee-dy'. xv. 


weed? wid garment OE.; now chiefly pl. 
deep mourning apparel, spec. of widows XVI, 
ME. wéde, repr. two OE. formations: (i) w#d 
=: OFris. wéd, OS. wad (in Du. lijnwaad), 
OHG. wät, ON. váð, vóð :- Germ. *wæðiz ; 
(ii) OE. wade, gew¥de = OFris. wéde, OS. 
wadi, giwàüdi (Du. gewaad), OHG. giwat: 3— 
Germ, *gaw#djam, of disputed origin. 


week wik period of seven days. OE. 
wice, wick = OFris. wike, OS. -wika, in 
cricewika Holy Week (Du. week), OHG. 
wehha, wohha (G. woche), ON. vika, Goth. 
wikó (once, rendering ráćétis ‘order’ in 
Luke i 8) +CGerm. *wikén (whence 
Finnish wikko week), prob. orig. 'succes- 
sion, series’, usu. referred to *wik- ‘bend’, 
‘turn’, ‘change’, repr. also by OE. wice, 
OS., OHG. wehsal (G. wechsel), ON. -vixl 
change. Cf. vice*. OE. wice and wucu are 
repr. by the ME. types wike, wéke, and 
wuke, woke, whence mod. week, dial. wick, 
ook, Sc. ouk. 


weel wil ME. var! of wELL?; mod. Sc. 
established in Eng. colloq. use in ze'er-do- 
weel. 
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WEEN 


ween win (arch.) think, suppose, expect. 
OE. wénan = OFris. wéna, OS. wdnian 
(Du. wanen fancy, imagine), OHG. wan- 
(n)én (G. wahnen suppose wrongly), ON. 
vana, Goth. wénjan hope :- CGerm. *wan- 
jan, f. *wá&niz opinion, expectation, hope 
(OE., OF ris. wén, OS., OHG. wan, G. wahn 
delusion, ON. van, Goth. wéns hope), based 
on var. of CGerm. (IE.) *wen- (cf. WIN- 
SOME, WISH). 


weeny wini (colloq., dial) very small. 
xviii (Grose). f. WEE + -ny; cf. TINY, 
TEENY. 


weep wip pt., pp. wept shed tears. OE. 
wépan (wüpan), pt. wéop, pp. wópen, corr. to 
OFris. vépa (pp. wépen) cry aloud, OS. 
wöpian bewail (pt. weop), OHG. wuofan 
(pt. wiof), also wuoffen (pt. wuofta), ON. 
eépa (pt. pta) scream, shout, Goth. wépjan; 
f. Germ. *wõp- (repr. also by OE. wōp weep- 
ing, OS. wōp, OHG. wuof lamentation, ON. 
óp cry); without cogns., prob, of imit. origin. 
Weak inflexions appeared xii and became 
prevalent xiv. Hence wee: pxg! mourner 
XIV; badge of mourning XVIII; wee-pINnc*. 
OE. w&pende; in names of trees with droop- 
ing branches xvii (so F. pleureur). 


weet wit (arch.) know. xvi. repr. ME. 
wéte(n), var. of wite(n) WIT". 


weever wi-vaz fish of the genus Trachinus, 
having venomous spines. XVII. perh. orig. 
wiver = transf. use of OF. (NE.) wivre ser- 
pent, dragon, var. of guivre ~~ L. vipera 
VIPER. 


weevil wi-vil beetle the larva of which is 
destructive to grain, etc. xv. Late ME. 
wevyl or malte boode, ie. ‘malt bug’ 
(Promp. Parv.), prob. = MLG. wevel == 
OE. wifel bectle (cf. torduifel dung-beetle), 
OS. gold |wivil glowworm, OHQG. wibil, wipil 
beetle, chafer, OX. *vifill (in tordyfill dung- 
beetle) ;- Germ. *«vebilag, f. *«veb- move 
briskly (see WEAVE?, or *«web- WEAVE’); cf. 
OE. wibba beetle, glowworm :- *webjon. 
Continuity with OE. «fel 1s not shown, and 
the word may be due to commercial rela- 
tions with the Low Countries. 


weft weft threads that extend from side to 
side of a web )( warp. OE. wefta, weft, corr. 
to ON. veptr, vipta, weft, MHG. wift fine 
thread :- Germ. *wefton *weftazg *weftiz, 
f. *welb WEAVE!, 


WELD 


ment or amount determined by weighing. 
The OE. form was wiht, more usu. gewtht, 
corr, to OF ris. wicht, MDu. wicht, ghewichte, 
MHG. gewichte (Du. wicht, gewicht, 
G. gewicht), ON. vétt, vett = Germ. 
-wextiz and *gawextjam, f. *weg-, see -T!. 
This form was directly repr. by ME, wiht, 
wist, wight, which was superseded by 
wezt, weght, wetht, weight, appearing first 
in northerly texts (Ormulum, Cursor M). 
- ON. *zeht, vétt; the prevalence of 
this form was assisted by the phonology 
of WEIGH. Hence weightY!. xv. 


weir wioi river-dam; enclosure for taking 


fish. OE. wer, corr. to OS werr, MLG., 
MHG. wer, were (LG. wér, wére, G. wehr), 
f. OE. werian defend = OF ris. wera, OS. 
werian, OHG. werian (G. wehren), ON. 
verja, Goth. warjan. The present form 
derives from OE. obl. cases were, etc.; the 
pronunc. follows that of shear, smear, spear, 
and mere, but the spellings twier, weir are 
aberrant; another development is repr. by 
dial. watr, ware (cf. bear, mare, tear, etc.). 


weird wioid (arch.) fate, lot, destiny, as in 


phr. dree one’s w., suffer one’s fate. 
wyrd = OS. wurd, OHG. wurt, ON. urdr, 
f. wk. grade of *cerp- *warp- wurp- be- 
come (see wonTH?). So adj. controlling the 
destinies of men xIv (werde sister); unac- 
countably mysterious, uncanny, odd xix 
(Shelley, Keats). First in w. sister, one of 
(i) the Fates, (i1) the witches in Shake- 
speare’s ‘Macbeth’, the later currency and 
adj. use being derived from its occurrence 
in the story of Macbeth. € The normal 
development is repr. by ME. wird, which 
would have produced mod. wid; the 
present form depends on Nhb. ME. and 
MSc. vars. wirid, werid, wérd, weird (the i 
denoting length). 


Welch var. of WELSH. 
welcome we:lkam used as voc. to express 


pleasure at a person's coming; hence in 
predicative and later (xvi) attrib. use. ME. 
welcume (x11), f. WELL? and come pp. as a 
rendering of (O)F. bienvenu (f. bien well, 
venu come) or ON. velkominn (i.e. 'well- 
come), and in part repl. OE. wileuma (corr. 
to MLG. willekome, OHG. willicumo), 
comp. of WILL? and cuma comer, agent- 
noun of cuman COME. So vb. greet with 
‘welcome’, late OE. wellcumian, early ME. 
qwelcume(n), repl. OE. wileumian. 


wegotism wi-gatizm obtrusive use of first 
person pl. xvii. joc. f. WE and EGOTISM. 


weigh wei A. bear, carry, lift (spec. raise an 
anchor xiv); B. balance in the scales; C. 
have heaviness or weight. OE. wegan, pt. 
Weg, Wwegon, pp. wegen = OFris. wega, 
weia move, weigh, OS. wegan (Du. wegen) 
weigh, OHG. wegan move, shake, weigh (in 
G. bewegen move), ON. vega lift, weigh, 
Goth. *wigan in pp. gawigans shaken :- 
CGerm. *wezan, f. *weg-, *wag- *wz- 
IE. *wegh- *wogh- *wégh- (see wac', 
WAIN, WAY, WEY). So weight weit measure- 
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weld! weld plant yielding yellow dye, 
Reseda luteola; the dye itself. xiv (Ch.). 
Late ME. welde, also wolde (Promp. Parv.), 
repr. OE. *wealde, *walde = (M)LG. 
twalde, twolde, waude, MDu. woude (Du. 
wouw, whence G. wau, twaube, Sw., Da. 
vau), poss. rel to weald, wald, wor». 
€ The Germ. word is the source of F, 
gaude, Sp. gualda, Pg. gualde. 


weld? weld intr. be joined by heating and 
hammering XVI; trans. join in this way XVII. 
var, of WELL”, from xv in this sense, prob. 


WELFARE 


after Sw. válle; the -d appears to have come 


from the pt. and pp., as in woold (see 
O.E.D.). 


welfare welfeaz good fortune, well-being. 
xiv (RMannyng). f. phr. ME. wel fare (see 
WELL’, FarE'), prob. after ON. velferð; cf. 
G. wohlfahrt, (xvi), f. MHG. phr. wol varn 
live happily. 

weli, wely weli Mohammedan saint, tomb 
of a weli. xix. — Arab. weli, var. of wali 
friend (of God), saint. 


welk welk (dial.) wilt, wither. x11I. prob. 
of LDu. origin (cf. (M)LG., (M)Du. 
welken). @ Used by Trevisa, Gower, 
Spenser, and Milton. 


welkin welkin fcloud OE.; (arch.) sky, 
firmament x11. OE. weolcen, wolc(e)n, corr. 
to OF ris. wolken, wulken, OS. wolkan, 
OHG. wolkan (Du. wolk, G. wolke) 
CWGerm. word conn. by some with Balto- 
Sl. words (IE. *wolg- *welg- *wlg-) meaning 
‘moist, damp’. 

well! wel spring of water, pit dug to obtain 
a supply of spring water OE.; various 
transf. senses from xvi. OE. (Anglian) 
wella, wella, *welle, *well (WS. *wiella, 
late willa, wylla, wylle, will, wyll), corr. to 
OHG. wella (G. welle) wave, ON. vella 
boiling heat, ebullition, f. Germ. *wall-; 
see WELL?. 


well? wel tboil, melt OE.; (dial.) weld xv; 
rise up to the eyes xiv (Ch.). OE. redupl. 
str. vb. weallan, pt. wéoll, pp. geweallen 
(mod. dial. wall) = OF ris. walla, OS. wallan, 
OHG. wallan (G. wallen boil, swarm) :- 
WGerm. *wallan, a parallel syn. of which, 
*wellan, is repr. by ON. vella, MHG. wellen, 
cf, WELL}. 

well? wel in a good manner, to a good ex- 
tent, fully (from the earliest times one of the 
commonest advs. of commendation, with 
derivative collog. uses of modified force). 
OE. wel(]) = OF ris., OS. (Du.) wel, ON. 
vel; also with advb. suffix (and vowel- 
variation) OS. wela, wala, wola, OHG. 
wela, wola (G. wohl), Goth. waila; prob. f. 
IE. wel- wol- WILL?. Cf. WEAL!. As adj. 
thappy, fortunate XIII; prosperous (now 
only in well to do, well off, formerly twell to 
live) xiv (Ch.); in sound health xvi; orig. 
developed from the adv. in impers. uses, 
e.g. cel is þe (cf. L. bene est tibi, and similar 
features of woe). comp. well-wi-:sher! XVI, 
repl. earlier well-willer (xv), modelled on 
well-willing (OE. welwillende, cf. Du. wel- 
willend), twell-willy (x1v, Ch.), twell-willed 
(Trevisa), after L. benevolus, benevoléns 
BENEVOLENT. 


welladay  welodei- excl. of lamentation. 
XVI. alt., by substitution of day or aday as 
used in wo worth the day and lackaday, 
of wellaway  welaweir, ME. «weleaway, 
earlier welawei, wailawai, OE. weg 1a wes, 
var. of wa là wü, whence ME. walawa, 
wolowo, welawo, f. WOE and LO, infl. by 
ON. vei wog and wELL?. 


WENCH 


Wellington we-lipton short for W. boot, coat, 
etc., named after Arthur, first duke of 
Wellington (1769-1832). xix. So Welling- 
tonia! welintou-nia large coniferous tree, 
Sequoia (W.) gigantea, native of California, 
so named by Lindley. 


well off wel of favourably or fortunately 
situated. xvii. f. phr. come (etc.) zvell off be 
prosperously circumstanced in the event; 
see WELL?, OFF. 


welsh welf swindle out of money laid as a 
bet. xix. Hence welshzn!. xix. Of unkn. 
origin. 

Welsh welf pert. to the native British 
population as opp. to the Anglo-Saxons, 
(hence) pert. to Wales. OE. (Anglian, 
Kentish) Weélisé¢, Welisé, (WS.) Wilisé, 
Wylisé, *Wielisé, corr. to OHG. wal(a)hise, 
walesc (G. walsch, welsch), Roman, Italian, 
French, Du. waalsch WALLOON, ON. valskr 
Gaulish, French; f. OE. Walh, Wealth, corr. 
to OHG. Wal(ah, ON. *Valr, pl. Valir = 
Germ. *walyaz foreign (Celtic or Roman), 
pl. -ós - L. Volcz name of a Celtic people, of 
unkn. origin. Cf. WaLaAcH, VraAcH. The 
two Anglian and Kentish OE. forms co- 
existed till xvi, after which Welsh became 
the only form in gen. use, Walsh surviving 
as a surname; the pl. of wealh, Wéalas, is 
repr. by Wales and Cornwall; the var. 
Welch is retained in the titles of regiments. 
@ AN. var. waleis remains as the personal 
name Il'allace. 


Welsh rabbit welf rz-bit dish of toasted 
cheese. XVIII. Q Perverted without justi- 
fication to Welsh rarebit (xviii; Grose 
1785). 

welt welt in shoemaking, strip of leather 
placed between the edge of the sole and the 
upper xv; border, hem; ridge, raised stripe 
xvi. The co-existence of forms walt and welt 
suggests OE. *wealt, with Anglian var. 
*welt, but the ult. origin is unknown. 


welter we-lto: roll about (in various ways). 
xın = MLG., MDu. welteren = MHG. 
welzern, frequent. f. *welt- *walt- roll, be 
unsteady, repr. also by OE. *wealt (in 
un|wealt steady), -weltan, *wieltan, wyltan, 
OHG. walzan, welzen (G. wälzen, WALTZ), 
ON. *welta intr. str. and trans. wk. (Icel. 
velta, also välta, Da. vælte), Goth. waltjan; 
cf, ME. walten (x111), dial. walt and see -EN?. 
Hence welter sb. turmoil xvr, rolling of 
the sea; heavy-weight horseman or pugilist 
XIX (whence w. weight). 
wen wen morbid lump on the body; (in 
mod. use) sebaceous tumour under the 
skin. OE. wen(n), wen(n) = Du. wen, 
WFlem. wan, prob. rel. to MLG. wene, 
LG. wehne, wadhne tumour, wart; of unkn. 
origin. 
wench wentf young woman, girl xu; 
(arch.) wanton woman; maidservant XIV. 
ME. wenche, clipped form of wenchel, OE. 
wencel i— *waykil-, perh. rel. to wancol (dial. 
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WEND 

qwankle) unsteady, inconstant, f. *wayk- 
waver, falter, repr. by OHG. wankén (G. 
twanken). @ For the loss of final syll. cf. 
EVE, GAME!, MUCH. 


wend wend turn (trans. and intr. in many 
senses), go. OF. wendan = OFris. wenda, 
OS. wendian, OHG. wentan (MDu., Du., 
MHG., G. wenden), ON. venda, Goth. (and 
CGerm.) wandjan, causative of *windan 
WIND?. Cf. WANDER. From c.1500 the new 
formation wended has prevailed for pt. and 
pp. in the trans. senses, and went, regularly 
evolved from OE. wende, gewend, has repl. 
the older pts. belonging to Go. 


Wend wend member of a Slavonic race 
formerly extending over N. Germany. 
xvii, =G. Wende, pl. Wenden (= OE. 
Winedas, Weonodiland, OHG. Winida, 
ON. Vindr), of unkn. origin. So We'-ndisnt. 
XVII. 


Wensleydale we-nzlideil name of a district 
of the North Riding of Yorkshire designat- 
ing a long-woolled breed of sheep and a 
variety of blue-mould cheese. 


went pt. of WEND functioning since c.1500 
as pt. of Go. 


wept pt. of WEEP. 
were WEdI, War, Wa See BE. 


werewolf  wio-rwulf, werwolf  w3-rwulf 

person transformed or capable of trans- 
forming himself into a wolf. Late OE. 
werewulf (once) = LG. werwulf, (M)Du. 
weerwolf, MHG. werwolf (G. wer-, wehr- 
wolf); cf. WFris. waeril, wariile, Norw., 
Da. varulv, Sw. varulf, the latter perh. 
repr. ON. *varulfr, whence ONF. garwall 
(Marie de France), later garoul (in modF. 
loup-garou). The first el. is doubtful, but it 
has been identified with OE. wer (= L. vir) 
man. After the ME. period chiefly Sc. 
until its revival through folklore studies 
(XIX). 


werf werf homustead or space surrounding 
a S. African farm. xix. Older and dial. Du. 
werf — LG. warf orig. raised plot on which 
a house is built (identical with WHARF). 


wergeld, -gild wé-igeld, -gild (hist.) price 
set upon a man according to rank. OE. 
wergeld, WS. -gild, in early Sc. were- 
geheld (x11), wargeld, weregylt (xv), in AL. 
weregildum, -us (xu-xiv); f. wer man, of 
CGerm. range and — L. vir, Olr. fer, W. 
gür--gield YIELD. @ The OE. forms were 
taken up by antiquaries in XVII. 


werowance we'rowàns (hist.) chief of the 
Indians of Virginia and Maryland. xvi. 
Algonquian. 

wert arch. or obs. 2nd pers. sg. pt. of BE. 


Wesleyan we:slion, we-z-, wezli-on XVIII. 
pert. to John Wesley (1703-1791), originator 
of METHODISM ; see -AN. 


west west in or to the quarter of the horizon 
where the sun sets. OE. west = OFris., 


WHALE 


OS., OHG. (Du., G.) west, ON. vestr :- 


CGerm. (exc. Gothic) *westaz, f. IE. *wes-, 
repr. also in Gr. hésperos, L. vesper = 
*wesperos, with poss. connexions in Celtic, 
Balto-Sl. and Arm. Hence west sb. xn, 
adj. xiv (anticipated by OE. comps. such as 
westdzl west part, evestzvind). Cf. ON. vestri 
more westerly, vestastr most westerly. Cf. 
dial. wester. 


we:sterly adj. xvi; adv. XVII; see -Ly!, -Lv?; 
cf. ON. vestarliga towards the west. 


western late OE. westerne; cf. OS., 
OHG. westréni, ON. vestreenn. 


we'StWARD XIII, -WARDS xvI. OE. westzeard, 
-weardes. Cf. MLG. westwart, Du. west- 
waards, G. westwürts. 


wet wet containing moisture, made moist 
or damp. From xiv repr. pp. of the vb. 
wet, repl. wét (mod. dial. weet) in standard 
Eng., from OE. wet, wét = OFris. wét, 
ON. vdtr (repr. by ME. vate, wote), a word 
of the Anglo-Frisian and Scand. groups, 
based on the lengthened stem of WATER. 
So sb. and vb., with shortening of vowel of 
OE. wt, w¥tan, ME. weet(e). 


wether wedor male sheep, ram. OF. 
weper =: OF ris. *wether (so NFris.), OS. 
withar (Du. weer), OHG. widar (G. widder), 
ON. veðr ram, Goth. wiprus lamb i= 
CGerm.  *wepruz, of disputed origin 
(perh. basically ‘yearling’, rel. to Gr. réros 
year). 

wey wei standard of dry-goods weight. 
OE. w&g, wege balance, weight = OS., 
OHG. waga (Du. waag, G. wage), ON. 
odg t- CGerm. (exc. Goth.) *wHe6 -6n, f. 
*wee- *weg- WEIGH. 


Weymouth weimop TW. pine, American 
white pine, Pinus Strobus, extensively 
planted in England 1705 by the first Lord 
Weymouth. xvii. 


whe repr. primarily OE. hw-, which was 
succeeded partly by w (sporadically at least 
until mod. times) and partly by wh (TSc. 
quh-), which was used systematically in the 
*Ormulum'. Pronunciation as an unvoiced 
w varying with a voiced w, acc. to local or 
individual custom, e.g. in the considerable 
series of interrog.-relative words what, 
etc. is denoted in this dictionary by m. 
OE. /Aw- corr. to OFris. (A)w-, (M)LG., 
(M)Du. w-, OHG. (h)w- (G. w-), ON. hv-, 
Goth. kw- + CGerm. *xw-. Assoc. with 
whistling or rushing noise has led to the 
prevalence of wh- in such words as whip and 
whisk; repr. orig. h it is standardized in 
whole and whore, and is an alternative in 
whoop/hoop. 


whack mek vigorous resounding blow. 

XVIII. First recorded in Sc.; perh. alt. of 
THWACK. Also Sc. as vb. Cf. Sc. whang, 
var. of thwang THONG. 


whale meil large fish-like marine animal of 
the order Cetacea. OE. hwæl = OHG. wal 
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WHANGEE 


(in modG. walfisch), ON. hvalr, rel. to 
OHG. walira, MHG., G. wels (+= #*ywalis) 
sheath-fish ; cf. OPruss. kalis. The present 
form reflects obl. cases of OE. hwæl, which 
is itself repr. by twhall (xtv—xvi1), and is 
parallel to all, awl, small. comp. wha-le- 
BONE elastic bony substance of the upper jaw 
of whales xv1l; Twhalés bone ivory from the 
walrus or a similar animal confused with the 
whale XIII. 


whangee Aengi: cane made from bamboo- 
like plants. xix. f. Chinese huang bamboo 
sprouts too old for eating. 


wharf mdif structure of timber, etc. built 
along the water’s edge. Late OE. hwearf, 
w(e)arf (earlier in poet. comp. merewhearf 
seashore), corr. to MLG. warf, werf mole, 
dam, wharf (whence Du. werf shipyard, G. 
werft wharf, shipyard); f. Germ. *ywerb-, 
* ywarb- repr. also by a series of vbs. having 
‘the meanings turn, change, wander, be 
active, proceed, go. 

wharfinger m5-1find3zo1 owner or keeper of 
a wharf. xvi. alt. (cf. HARBINGER) of *wharf- 
agER!, f. wha-rfaAGE provision of, charge for 
use of, a wharf. xv (in AL. wharfagium 
XIII-XIV). 

what mot n. of interrog. pron. OE.; inter- 
rog. adj. XII (from OE. use of hwet with 
partitive g.; as excl. OE.; as relative X11; as 
indefinite (somewhat) xiu. OE. hwæt = 
OFtris. hwet, OS. huat (Du. wat), OHG. 
hwag, wag (G. was), ON. hvat, Goth. hwa := 
CGerm. *ywat :— IE. *gwod (cf. L. quod), 
n. of *qvos wHO. In phrasal comps. what 
d'ye call it. ma(t)djakdlit, wə'(t)d3- xvi 
(whatchicalt), also her, him, ’m. what 
not anything whatever xV1 ; article of furni- 
ture for holding odds and ends xix; 
what’s-his-name xvii (Dryden). Hence 
whatre: vER xiv. wha‘tso (arch.) x11 (Orm), 
whatsoE‘VER. XIII = (dial.) whatsome-ver 
XIII, 


wheal {mil var. of WALE due to assoc. with 
twheal suppurate, OF. hwelian, rel. to 
*hwele, ME. whele pustule, and OE. hwylca, 
arch. or dial. whelk. 


wheat ^it (grain of) the cereal so named, 
esp. Triticum vulgare. OE. /wzte = OS. 
hwéti (Du. weit), OHG. weizi (also weizzi, 
whence G. weizen) ON. hveiti, Goth. 
hwaiteis *- CGerm. *yvaitjaz, f. var. of * ywit- 
WHITE, Hence whea-tEeN*. OE. hw&ten. 

wheatear  Artio: small passerine bird, 
Saxicola cenanthe. xvi. Lack of earlier 
evidence leaves the origin in doubt, but 
the dial. syns. whiteass, white rump, white- 
tail (twhittaile Cotgr. 1611 glossing F. cul- 
blanc, dial. wittol), Du. witstaart, G. weiss- 
schwanz, F. culblanc ‘white tail’, ‘white 
rump’, suggest that Twheatears (xvil) is for 
*whiteeres ‘white ARSE’; the present form 
being inferred as a sg. of wheatears, in which 
the first syll. had been assim. to WHEAT. 


wheedle mīdl entice or persuade by 
cajolery xvir. ‘A late word of fancy’ 





WHEN 





(Blount ‘Glossographia’ 1661), by which is 
prob. meant a canting term; perh.-G. 
wedeln fawn (upon), cringe or crouch (to), 
f. wedel tail, fan (OHG. wedil), f. *wa-, 
*we- blow, wave (cf. wIND!)-F *bla- suffix 
of instrument. 


wheel Ail circular frame, often spoked, re- 


volving on an axis. OE. hwéol, hweogol, 
hweowol = (M)LG. weél, (M)Du. wiel, ON. 
hjél, hvél:- Germ. (exc. Gothic)* xwe(g)ula, 
* yweyula :— IE. *qvequlo-, repr. by Skr. ca- 
krd- circle, wheel (cf. chukka, chukker 
(Polo)), Gr. káklos CYCLE: redupl. of *qwelo-, 
*gWolo- move around, (hence) be occupied 
with, repr. by Gr. pdlos axis, POLE’, L. colus 
distaff, colere cultivate, inhabit, in|cola inhabi- 
tant, inlquillinus sojourner, agri|cola farmer 
(cf. COLONY, CULTURE), Gr. pélesthai be in 
motion, Skr. cdrati moves, 'Tokh. kokale 
wheel. Hence wheel vb. intr. x111 (AncrR.), 
trans. XIV (Ch.). whee' Ign! wheelwright xv, 
whee-l-wRiGHT XIII. 


wheeze Aiz breathe hard with a whistling 


sound. xv. prob. ~ON. hvesa hiss; or 
imit. 


whelk melk mollusc of the genus Buc- 


cinum. OE. weoloc, wioloc; cf. WFlem. 
willok, wullok, OF. willo. The sp. with wh- 
(xv) is perh. due to assoc. with whelk 
pustule, pimple: see WHEAL. 


whelm «elm fcapsize xi; (dial.) turn 


upside down xIv; (arch.) engulf, OVER- 
WHELM xv. repr. OE. *hwielman, *hwelman, 
parallel to OE. hwylfan, *hwielfan, (dial.) 
whelve = OS. bi|hwelbian cover over, OHG. 
welben (G. wélben) vault, ON. hvelfa, f. 
*ywalb-, whence also OE. hwealf sb. arch, 
adj. vaulted, OHG. walbe curved object, 
ON. Avalf concavity, related further to 
Goth. hwilftrjom (dat. pl.) coffin, Gr. kélpos 
bosom. A metathetic form whemmel (xvi) 
is Sc. and north. dial. 


whelp melp young of the dog and other 


animals. OE. hwelb = OS. hwelp (Du. 
welp), OHG. hwelf, (also mod.) welf, ON. 
hvelpr ; a CGerm. word (exc. in Gothic) of 
which no cogns. are known. Hence whelp 
vb. bring forth young. x11 (Orm). 


when men at what time (?). OE. hwenne, 


hwenne, beside hwanne, hwonne when 
(interrog. and relative), corr. to OFris. 
hwanne, hwenne until, if, OS. hwan(na) when, 
at some time, when, MDu. wen, wan sur- 
viving in Du. wanneer = OS. hwan ér as 
soon as, OHG. wenne, wanne (G. 
wenn if, wann when), Goth. hwan when, 
how :- CGerm. (exc. in Scand.), advb. 
deriv. of the interrog. base *ywa- WHO, 
WHAT; as THEN, THAN of the demons. *pa- 
THE, THAT; cf. Av. kəm how, L. quom, cum 
when, Olr. can, W. ban when. Monosyll. 
forms appear XIII; the var. whon survives 
till xv, whan till xvi. So whence mens 
from what place. xur. ME. whannes, 
whennes, f. whanne, whenne, OE. hwanon(e), 
= OS. hwanan(a), OHG. (h)wanana, 
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WHERE 


(h)wandn ; cf. HENCE, THENCE. Whe-nso xit, 
whensor-vER XIV. 


where Acor in what place (?). OE. hwa&r, 
beside hwdr and hwdra, corr. to OFris. 
hwér, OS. hwar (Du. waar), OHG. (h)war, 
wa (G. wo; war, surviving in warum why), 
ON. hvar, Goth. hwar; CGerm. derivs. 
(monosyll or disyll, with long or short 
stem vowel) of *ywa- WHO, WHAT, as HERE 
is of *xi- HE! and THERE of *pa- THE! ; cf. L. 
ctir why, W. pyr why. Theearliest comps. with 
preps. are wherea-T, wheresy-, wherer‘n, 
Twheremid, whereo r, whererHnovu:GH, 
wherevuro'N, wherewr- TH;later are where- 
UNTO, wherewITHA‘L (xvi). 


wherefor co-3f51 for what purpose or 
cause XII ; for which x11 ; (now -fore) on what 
account XIII; sb. cause, reason xvI (Sh.). 


wherry meri light rowing-boat for trans- 
port xv; barge xvi. Of unkn. origin. 


whet met sharpen (also fig.). OE. hwettan 
— (M)LG., (M)Du. wetten, OHG. wezzan 
(G. wet zen), ON. hvetja :- Germ. *xwatjan, 
f. *ywattaz sharp (OE. hwet quick, active, 
brave, OS. hwat keen, bold, OHG. (h)waz 
sharp, rough, severe, ON. hvatr bold, 
vigorous), f. a base assumed to be cogn. 
with L. tri|quetrus triangular. comp. 
whe-tsTONE OE. hwetstén = (M)Du. wet- 
steen, OHG. wea(z)estein (G. wetzstein). 


whether ^e: Dor pron. and adj. which of 
the two; conj. introducing a question ex- 
pressing choice between alternatives. OE. 
hweper, beside hweeper, corr. to OFris. 
hwed(d)r, OS. hwedar, OHG. (h)wedar 
(surviving in G. weder neither), ON. 
Avadarr, Goth. hwapar i- CGerm. *xwa-, 
* yweparaz, f. *ywa-, *ywe- WHO-+ compar. 
suffix as in OTHER; cf. Skr. katards, Gr. 
péteros, Lith. katrds, which of the two. 


whew maja excl. of astonishment, dismay, 

etc. xvI (Sh.), prob. intended to repr. a 
whistling sound. The earlier quhewe (xv, 
Wyntoun) may be a separate word rel. 
immed. to north. quhew, qwe, whewe (xiv) 
pipe, whistling sound, whewe vb. (xv) pipe. 
whey mei watery part of milk remaining 
after the curd is separated. OE. weg, 
hweg = OF ris. *wet (WFris. wae, etc.), 
MDu. wey (Du. wet) - Anglo-Frisian and 
LG. *xwaja-, rel. by gradation to MLG. 
huy, koie, Du. hui t- *ywuja-. 


which Ait| Tof what kind? ; fwhat?; what 
one? OE. ; as rel. adj. pron. xm. OE. wilé 
= OS. (h)wilik, MLG., MDu. wilk, ON. 
hvilikr, corr. with a different grade to 
OE. hwelé = OF ris. hwel(t)k, MDu. wel(z)c, 
waic, OHG. hwelth, Goth. hviletks; CGerm. 
formation on *ywa- *ywe- (see WHO) and 
*lika- body, form; see LICH and cf. EACH, 
sucH. Hence whiche-ver xiv (Wycl. Bible). 
whichsorvER. xv. 

whidah, whydah Aida name ofa town in 


Dahomey, W. Africa, applied spec. to 
animals found in this locality; w. bird 


WHIMPER 


(xvi), alt. of widow-bird, which is based on 
L. generic name Vidua ‘widow’ =F. veuve 
(Brisson, 1760), Pg. viuva, the bird being so 
called from the prevailingly black plumage 
and long train of tail feathers of the male. 


whiff ^if A. slight puff or gust; inhalation 


of tobacco-smoke xv1; wave or waft of 
odour XVII; puffing or whistling sound XVIII; 
B. flag hoisted as a signal xvii; C. light 
outrigger XIX. Late Xvi, of imit. formation. 
Hence vb. xvi. 


whifHer ^iflox attendant armed with a 


weapon to keep the way clear for a pro- 
cession, etc. XVI. f. wifle javelin, battle-axe, 
OE. wifel, f. Germ. *wid (cf. ON. vifr 
sword) :- IE. *wip- wave, swing; see -ER!. 


whig mig tyokel; adherent of the Presby- 


terian cause in Scotland (esp. one of the 
rebellious covenanters who marched on 
Edinburgh in 1648); exclusioner (opposing 
succession of James, duke of York) xvii; 
from 1689, one of the two great political 
parties in England )( Tory. prob. shortening 
of Sc. whiggamaire, -mer, wiggomer (used in 
the second sense, the expedition being called 
‘the whiggamore raid’), f. whig drive-+ mere 
MARE}, 


while mail time (now chiefly in phr. a good, 


great (etc.) while, a while for a certain or 
some time, cf. MEANWHILE, between whiles at 
intervals of time); as conj. (X11), shortening 
of ME. pe while bat, in OE. pa hwile pe 
during the time that = OHG. dia wila só 
so long as (G. dieweil whilst, whereas; cf. 
Du. dewijl, G. weil because), based on accus. 
of OE. hwil = OFris. hwile, OS. huil(a) 
time, OHG. (h)wila point or period of time 
(G. weile, Du. wil), ON. hvila bed, Goth. 
hweila time += CGerm. *ywil6. The base is 
IE. *gwi-, repr. also by L. quiét- QUIET, 
trangquillus (:- *-quilnos) TRANQUIL (for 
the sense cf. ON. hvíla, hvíld rest, repose). 
Cf. EREWHILE, ERSTWHILE. So whilom 
mailom fat times OEF.; (arch.) at some 
time past x11. OE. hwilum (d. pl. of hwil) = 
OS. hwilon (MLG., MDu. wilem formerly ; 
Du. wijlen late, deceased), OHG. hzilém, 
toilón (cf. G. weiland of old). whilst mailst 
alt., with parasitic ¢ (as in amidst, amongst), 
of twhiles, formed with advb. -s on the sb. 
and used finally (x111) as conj. like while. 


whim mim A. fpun, play on words ; Tfanci- 


ful creation; odd fancy xvii; machine for 
raising ore, etc. from a mine XVIII. Syno- 
nyms are (1) whims(e)y Aimzi XVII 
(B. Jonson), whence whi-msICAL xvii, and 
(2) whim-wham {mimmæm xvi (Skelton) 
redupl. formation with vowel-variation re- 
sembling that in flim-flam, jim-jam, trim- 
tram; the origin is unkn. 


whimbrel mi-mbroal curlew. xvi (whymper- 


nell). f. (dial.) zuhimp (xv1) or WHIMPER, on 
account of the bird's cry; for the ending cf. 
dotterel (plover). 


whimper Aimpor utter a feeble broken 


cry. XVI (Douglas, More). Extension of 
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WHIN 


(dial.) whimp (xvi) 
see -ER*. 
whin min furze, gorse. XI. prob. of Scand. 
origin; cf. Sw. hven, ODa. hvine, hvinegrzes, 
-strd, Norw. hvine, applied to certain 
grasses. First recorded in place-names of 
Scandinavianized areas: Wineberga (Domes- 
day Book), Quyneberge Whinburgh in Nor- 
folk, Wynfel, Quynfel Whinfell in Cumber- 
land. Hence whinchat bird allied to the 
stonechat, also called furze-chat, gorse-chat 
XVII. 


whine main utter a low somewhat shrill 
protracted sound. OE. hwinan (once of the 
droning flight of an arrow); ME. hwyne, 
whyne of persons, complain querulously xvi. 
An immed. cogn. is ON. hvina whiz, whistle 
in the air; a wk. grade of the imit. base is 
repr. by ON. fAvinr whizzing, late OE. 
hwinsian (whence dial. whinge whine) = 
OHG. win(i)sén (whence G. winseln) := 
Germ, *ywinisdjan. 
y mini neigh. xvr. Of imit. origin 

(cf. L. hinnire); syns. were chine (X1v) and 
whrinny (XV). 

whinyard mi-njoid short sword, hanger. 
xv. Early forms are whyneherd, whyn(e)ard, 
of obscure formation; for the ending cf. 
daggard (DAGGER), poniard. The Sc. form is 
whinger  Ain(g)i xvI; hence Gaelic 
cuinnsear. 


whip {ip move briskly xim; strike with a 
whip xiv; overlay with cord, thread, etc. 


WHISPER 


whip-poor-will  ipuerwil species of 
goatsucker noted for its persistent call. XVIII. 
imit. of the bird’s note; cf. bobolink, katydid, 
mopoke, whip-tom-kelly, willet, wishtonwish. 


whirl m5il move in a circle x11I; revolve 
or cause to revolve; move or cause to move 
swiftly xiv; hurl xv-ON. Avirfla turn 
about, rel. to hvirfill circle, ring, summit == 
(M)LG., (M)Du. wervel  Twhirlpool, 
tspindle, vertebra, OHG. wirbil whirlwind 
(G. wirbel) :- Germ. *xwerbilaz, f. * xwerb- 
* xwarb-. 


whirlpool A43:1pül circular eddy in a river, 
ete. XV. f. WHIRLPOOL ; cf. OE. hwyrfepol, 
wirfelmere. 


whirlwind ^A3ulwind rotating wind. xiv 
(Rolle. prob. - ON.  hvirfiloindr (see 
WHIRL, WIND!), whence Du. wervelwind, 
G. wirbelwind. 

whir(r) 31 thing, hurl; move swiftly with 
a vibratory sound xiv. prob. first of Scand. 
origin (cf. Da. hvirre, Norw. kvirra, Sw. 
dial. hvirra, which are perh. assim. forms of 
ON. *hvirfa, repr. the base of hvirfill, 
hvirfla WHIRL) ; reinforced later by echoism. 


whish! {mif int., vb. xvr. imit. of the sound 
made by something rushing through air or 
over water; hence sb. XIX. 

whish? {mif synon. with wuist!. XVI. 

whisk misk sb. (xiv Barbour) and vb. (xv, 
Henryson) denoting light rapid sweeping 
motion. orig. wisk, wysk (but quhisk as 











of echoic origin; 


xv. ME. (h)wippen, prob. -(M)LG., (M)Du. 
wippen swing, vacillate, leap (= MHG. 
wipfen dance), f. Germ. *wip- move quickly, 
repr. also in (M)LG. wipgalge, Du. wip- 
galg strappado, Du. wipbrug drawbridge, 
wipplank see-saw, wipstaart wagtail, OHG. 
wipfil (G. wipfel) tree-top, and in Goth. 
wipja crown, which appears to exemplify 
a sense ‘wind or bind round’, more ex- 
tensivély shown by the var. *waip- * weip-, 
as in Goth, waips wreath, crown, weipan 
(vb.) crown, ON. veipr head- dress, OHG. 
weif bandage (see also wiPE). So whip sb, 
instrument of flagellation xIv; tbrisk move- 
ment xvi; cf. (M)LG. wippe, wip quick 
movement, moment of time, lift for hoisting, 
lever = Du. wip see-saw, strappado, OHG. 
wipf quick movement. Chronological 
relations and sense-developments are ob- 
scure; the form with wh was presumably 
finally adopted as being symbolically appro- 
priate as in WHISK. 


whipper-snapper mi:poisneper sprightly 
insignificant but young person. XVII. orig. 
a canting term for a ‘rough’; prob. based on 
whipster (xv1) ‘cracker of whips’, lively, 
violent, or mischievous person, also in- 
significant fellow, and snipper-snapper (xv1). 


whippet Aipit tlively young woman xvI; 
small breed of dog xvii. prob. f. +whippet 
vb. move briskly (xvi ‘skyp or whyppyt 
about’, Palsgr.), i.e. whip it, intr. use with it 
of WHIP vb. move nimbly. 


early as xv) and first in Sc. texts; = Scand. 
stem repr. by ON. visk wisp, Sw. viska 
besom, wisp, swab, viska whisk (off), sponge, 
Norw. visk wisp, cluster, pull, tug, Da. 
viske wipe, rub, sponge, corr. to (M)Du. 
wisch wisp, LG. wisk quick movement, 
OHG. wise (G. wisch) wisp of hay, dish- 
cloth, wisken (wischen) wipe, tmove briskly, 
f.symbolic Germ. base *zisk-, with develop- 
ment of initial wh- as in wHip. Hence 
whisker! miskox1 fan, Tswitch, (dial.) 
feather brush xv; hair on the face, Tmou- 
stache xVI; cf. Sw. viskare sponge, LG. 
wisker duster, G. wischer rubber, clout. 


whisky!, whiskey mi'ski spirituous liquor 


distilled from malted barley, etc. (Scotch 
whisky, Irish whiskey). xviir. Shortening of 
whiskybae, var. of USQUEBAUGH (Gael. 


uisgebeatha). 
whisky? miski light carriage. xvir. f. 
WHisk+-y!, so named from its swift 


motion. 


whiskyjohn matskidjon grey jay of Canada. 


XVIII. alt., with assim. to JOHN, of N. Amer. 
Indian name (Cree wiskatjan, Montagnais 
wishkutshan). Hence, by substitution of 
Jack, whi'skyjack. xvui. 


whisper ALrspo1i speak softly under one's 


breath. OE. hwisprian = early Flem. wis- 
peren, G. wispern (of LG. origin), f. Germ. 
imit. base *ywis-, whence also synon. 
MLG., MDu. wispelen, OHG. (A)wispalon 
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WHIST 


(G. wispeln), ON. hviskra, hvísla; cf. dial. | 


whister (x1v), OE. hwéstrian. 


whist? mist excl. to call for silence. xIv 
(Wycl. Bible). Varying from xvi with 
whisht; cf. HIST, ST. Hence as adj. silent, 
hushed ‘xv, as vb. become or fmake silent 
XVI (Surrey, Wyatt). 


whist? mist card-game. xvi. alt. of earlier 
XVII name whisk, perh. f. WHISK vb. from 
the action of whisking away the tricks; but, 
acc. to Cotton’s “The Complete Gamester’, 
1680, ‘called Whist from the silence that is 
to be observed in the play’, and so assoc. 
with prec. 


whistle isl sb. tubular wind instrument 
OE. ; throat xiv (Ch.); act of whistling xv. 
OE. hztstle, wistle (also in wuduhwistle hem- 
lock). So vb. OE. Aztstlian, wistlian, corr. to 
ON. hvísla whisper, MSw. hvisla, Sw. 
vissla whistle, Da. Avisle hiss, of echoic 
origin. 

whit! ^it (arch.) very small or the least 
portion or amount. xv. Early mod. zwihyt, 
wyt, whit(t), prob. modification of form of 
WIGHT!, as in any wight, no wight (cf. 
AUGHT, NAUGHT); but the sp. wh- is unexpl. 
Now always in neg. context or in every whit 
(e.g. x Sam. iii. 18). 


whit? mit int, sb., vb. imit. of a shrill 
abrupt sound. XIX. Cf. TU WHIT TU WHOO. 


white mait the colour of fresh snow or 
common salt. OE. kwit = OFris., OS. 
hwit, OHG. (A)wiz (G. weiss), ON. hoítr, 
Goth. /nveits :- Germ. *xwitaz, of which a 
var. with short vowel in repr. by OFris. 
hwit(t), (ND))Du., (M)LQG. «eit t- *xvittaz 
7 IE. *kwitnos, *kwidnos, the base of which 
is found also in Skr. and Balto-Sl. words 
denoting brightness or light. phr. and 
comp. whi-tenBAirT small fry of fish xvii; 
white friar Carmelite xv; whi-te-livered 
cowardly (having, acc. to popular belief, a 
liver lacking bile or choler) xv1; whi-te- 
SMITH worker in metal xiv; whi-teTHORN 
hawthorn xir; tr. L. alba spina (whence F. 
aubépine}; Wwhi:teTHROAT warbler xvir 
(Grew); whi-tewasuH, plaster with a white 
composition XVI; hence sb. xvir. Hence 
white vb. Tbecome or make white OE.; 
whitewash xu. whi tex? xur; cf. ON. 
huitna; superseding OE. hwitian = OHG. 
zizen, Goth. ga|hweitjan. &[ Shortening of 
the vowel is seen in the comps. z/ttleather, 
whitlow, Whitsunday, and many place- 
names. 


whither ^Airóor to what or which place. 
OE. hwider, f. Germ. *ywi- (see WHICH); 
synon. Goth. hwadré is f. *ywa- (see WHO); 
for the suffix cf. HITHER, THITHER. Hence 
Twhi-therso OE., whi:thersor-vrn xri. 


whiting! Aai'ti fish of genus Merlangus. 
xv. —(M)Du. wijting; see WHITE, -ING?, 
and cf. ON. hvítingr white whale, late OE. 
hwitling (perh.) whiting. 


WHOA 


whiting? maitin whitewashing; finely 


powdered chalk as used for this xv. f. 
WHITE vb.-F-iNc!. 


whitleather aji-tle:da1 whiteleather (xv) 
dressed with alum instead of being tanned. 
XIV. f. WHITE (with normal shortening). 


whitlow  «rtlou inflammatory sore on 
finger or thumb. xIv. orig. whitflaw, -flow, 
i.e. WHITE-+ FLAW?! breach, fissure; but the 
similarity of the first syll. to Du. fyt, tuit, 
LG. fit, suggests a poss. alien origin; the 
alt. to whitlow (xv) and techitblow (XVI) is 
not accounted for. 


whitster mitster bleacher. xv (Promp. 
Parv.). f. WHITE-- -STER. 


Whit Sunday, Whitsunday Arts ndi, 
AiLtsondei seventh Sunday after Easter 
Day, Pentecost. Late OE. Hwita Sunnan- 
dag (extant only in obl. case Hwitan S.) 
‘White Sunday’, so named prob. from the 
ancient custom of wearing white robes by 
the newly baptized at the Feast of Pentecost 
(cf. Dominica in albis ‘Sunday in whites’; 
name of the First Sunday after Easter, so 
given for the same reason; MLG. wit- 
sondach, MDu. wittensondagh are also so 
applied). The normal shortening of the 
vowel of the first syll., by obscuring the 
composition of the word, led to various 
apprehensions of it, so that it has been 
differently divided, whence Whitsun eve and 
week (X111) beside Whit Monday (xv1), etc. 
Whi-tsunTIDE mi'tsəntaid Whitsunday 
and the days immediately following. XIII. 
(| As the name of a Sc. term-day (15 May) 
TV. has been long dissociated from the church 
festival. 


whittle {itl cut thin slices from xvt; fig. 
xvIII. f. (dial.) whittle large knife (xv), var. 
of thwi-ttle, f. theite (OE. pwitan shave off, 
cogn. with gepwit chip, ON. pveita small 
axe, pveit(z) cut-off piece). 

Whitworth ALitwa3ip name of a rifle in- 
vented by Sir Joseph Whitworth of Man- 
chester (1854). 


whiz(z) miz make, or move with, a sound as 
of a body rushing through the air. XVI 
(Surrey). imit. 


who ha what or which person?; used as 
relative pron. from xiI. ME. hwo (xtI- 
XII), who (from xiu), hoo (xitI-xv), repr. 
OE. Awá, corr. to OF ris. hwd, OS. hwé, 
hwie, OHG. (h)wer (Du. wie, G. wer), 
OSw. ho, ODa. hwa (Da. hvo), Goth. 
hwas:- Germ. *xwaz *xywez:i- IE. *qwos 
*ques (cf. Lith. kàs, Skr. kás), parallel to 
*qui- (cf. L. quis, OSL. éito, Ir. &a, W. pzoy). 
Hence who:so xit, whosoE:vER xii, who- 
SOME'VER XV. For the base types as repr. 
in derivs. see WHAT, WHEN, WHERE, WHETHER, 
WHICH, WHOM, WHOSE. @ For the pronunc. 
cf. TWO. 
whoa wou call to a horse to stop. XIX. 
var. of whe (xv), var. of HO; preceded by 
twhoa he call from a distance XVII. 
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WHOLE 





whole houl in good or sound condition; not 
divided into parts OE.; sb. the complete 
amount XIV; a combination of parts XVII. 
OE. hàl (and gehaál) — OFris., OS. hél (Du. 
heel and geheel), (O)HG. heil, ON. heill, 
Goth. hails, gahails (also unhatls sick) :- 
CGerm. *(ga)xailaz :- JE. *gotlos (repr. 
also in Balto-Sl.). For other connexions see 
HAIL?, HALE!, HEAL. Who-leSALE first in phr. 
by w., thy the w. )( by retail. xv who-lesomMeE' 
conducive to well-being xir. prob. OE. 
*hülsum, with Germ. parallels. wholrv? 
hou-lli, hou-li to the full or complete extent, 
in full. OE. *AZllice, the normal descendant 
of which was  holliche (whence dial. 
holly), in which 6 was substituted by 
influence of the adj., whence the 
standard pronunc.; the simplification of Il 
is shown in sp. xIv; cf. tfouly, fsoly. 
@ The sp. with wh-, corr. to a widespread 
dial. pronunc. with w, appeared in xvi. 


whom him accusative-dative of wHo. OE. 
hwàüm, late var. of hwam, d. of hwàá WHO, 
hweet WHAT ; in its later uses whom combined 
the functions of OE. hwone, hwane, accus. 
sg. of hwa and of the dative OE. huwam = 
OF ris. hudm, OS. hwem(u), OHG. hwemu. 
Hence (synon.) whomr:vzn xiv, who-mso 
xir, whomrnsor-vEn xv. 


whoop hüp shout, hollo xiv. imit.; so sb. 
xvI. Hence whoo-per! whistling swan, 
Cygnus musicus xvil. whoo-ping-cough, 
cough accompanied by a sound like 
‘whoop’ XVIII. 


whoopee hūpi, mu'pi excl. accompanying 
riotous enjoyment; orig. U.S. XIX. 


whoosh mif imit. of a sibilant sound as of 


something rushing through the air. xix 
(Dickens). 


whop mop cast or pull violently xiv ; strike 
heavily xvr. var. of eap (xiv), of echoic 
origin. who-ppINnG? that is a whopper xv11. 
Hence who-pper! uncommonly large one 
XVIII (Grose). 


whore hdar prostitute. Late OE. hore, 
corr. to (M)LG. hore, MDu. hoere (Du. 
hoer), OHG. huora (G. hure), ON. hóra 
:— Germ. *xórón, f. base repr. also by ON. 
hórr, Goth. hors adulterer; the IE. base 
*gür- appears in L. cárus, Olr. cara friend, 
caraim I love. Hence who-repom. XII. 
prob. —-ON. hérdémr = OF ris. hérdém. 
comp. who-reMASTER. xvi (Dunbar). 
who-reMONGER. xvi (Tindale), -monging 
(Coverdale), who-reson bastard, term of 
abuse XIII. Hence vb. xvi. For wh- cf. 
WHOLE. The normally developed pronunc. 
huaz remains in local use. 


whorl] 511, “311 small fly-wheel or pulley 
in a spinning machine xv; ring of leaves, etc. 
round a stem xvi. Earliest forms wharwyl, 
whorwhil, of E. Anglian or north. prove- 
nance; prob. vars. of wherwille, WHIRL, 
infl. by ftzharve turn (cf. WHARF) and Du. 
Tworvel, var. of wervel. 





WIDE 


whortleberry mō'utlberi (fruit of) shrub 
Vaccinium Myrtillus. xvi (Lyte, a Somerset 
man). s.w. dial. var. of hurtleberry, as 
(dial.) whort (Lyte) is of hurt, which is of 
unkn. origin; for the sp. with wh- cf. 
(dial.) wkoam home, WHOLE, WHORE. 


whose hiz g. of who and what. Early ME. 
hwas, hwos (Xir-xnr), alt., by assim. to 
hwa, hwé wno, of hwas, hwes, OE. hwes g. 
of m. hwä and hwæt WHAT, in interrog. use 
only :- *xwasa, beside which are monosyll. 
OS. hwes, OHG. (A)wes (Du., G. ces), ON. 
hves(s), Goth. Awis :—- *ywesa :—- TE. q’heso, 
repr. also by Gr. téo (:— *téso), OSI. česo. 
Hence whosesoeveR xvi (A.V). Cf. 
WHOM. 


why mai for what reason or purpose (?); 
int. as a note of surprise or calling attention 
xvi. OE. hwi, hwy, instr. case of hwet 
WHAT, governed by 26 or for (whence t/forwhy 
why, because), or simply as adv., corr. to 
OS. hwi, ON. hví :- Germ. *xywi :- IE. 
*gwei, loc. of *qwo- WHO, WHAT (cf. Doric 
Gr. pef where). 

wick! wik bundle of fibre by which a 
flame is kept supplied with fat. OE. wéoc (in 
candelwéoc), wéoce, corr. to MDu. wiecke 
(Du. wiek), MLG. wéke, OHG. wiohha (G. 
wieche), of unkn. origin. @ For the 
vocalism cf. SICK, 


wick? wik +dwelling; (dial.) town, hamlet 
OE.; farm xt. OE. wic = OF ris. wik, OS. 
wic (Du. wijk quarter, district, ward), OHG. 
wih (G. in weichbild municipal area), Goth. 
weihs. prob. Germ. — L. vicus row of houses, 
quarter of a town, street, village, cogn. with 
Gr. ofkos house. Survives locally in 
place-names (the distribution of -wich 
and -wick presents difficulties) and in 
BAILIWICK. 


wicked wikid morally or otherwise bad. 
XIII (La3., Cursor M.). f. (dial.) wick, adj. 
use of OE. wicca wizard, the fem. of which 
is wiéée wiTtcH. @ For the unusual forma- 
tion cf. WRETCHED; there was also a rare 
syn. wicci (Peterborough Chron.). 


wicker  wikor pliant twig or rod. xiv 
(Trevisa). Of E. Scand. origin (cf. Sw. viker, 
Da. viger willow), f. base of Sw. vika 
bend (cf. OE. wican give way, collapse, 
and WEAK). 


wicket wikit small door or gate xii; (in 
cricket) set of three stumps and two bails 
(formerly of two stumps and one bail) xviir. 
— AN., ONF. wiket = (O)F. guichet, usu. 
referred to the Germ. base appearing in 
ON. vikja move, turn (Sw. vika, Da. vige). 

widdershins var. of WITHERSHINS. 


wide waid of great extent (esp. horizontally), 
(in limited use) from side to side. OE. 
wid = OFris., OS. wid, OHG. wit (Du. 
wijd, G. weit), ON. víóür :- CGerm. (exc. 
Goth.) *widaz, of unkn. origin; perh. f. IE. 
*wi- apart, whence Skr. vitardm further. 
So wide adv. OE. wide, with corr. Germ. 
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cogns. Hence witden®. xvii (Sh.). comp. 
wi-deAwa-kE fully awake with eyes open XIX ; 
said to be applied joc. to a kind of soft felt 
hat because of its having no ‘nap’. wi:de- 
SPREAD XVIII. See also WIDTH. 


widgeon, wigeon wi-d3en wild duck of 
genus Mareca. xvi. perh. f. echoic base 
*wi-, after PIGEON}; parallel formations of 
later date are F. vigeon, vingeon, gingeon, 
digeon. 


widow wi:dou wife bereaved of her hus- 
band. OE. widewe, wuduwe = OF ris. widwe, 
OS. widowa, OHG, wituwa (Du. weduwe, 
weeuw, G. witwe), Goth. widuwé, adj. forma- 
tion (not Scand.) of IE. range, *widhewo, 
repr. by Skr. cidhawaá, widow, Gr. é(g)íthe- 
(r)oss unmarried man, L. viduus bereft, 
void, widowed (fem. vidua widow, whence 
F. veuve, etc.), OSl. vüdova (Russ. edovd), 
Olr. fedb, W. gwedd: widow, perh. f. 
*widh as in Skr. vidh be destitute, lack, 
L. di\videre Divipt. So widowtrn! wi:dóuoz1 
man whose wife is dead. xiv (PPIl.), in late 
ME. substituted as an unequivocal form for 
twidow (OE. masc. widewa). Hence wi:'dow 
vb. xv, wi-dowep! xvi (Sh.), wi-dowHEAD 
XIII, Wi'dowHoop (OE. widewanhad). 


width widp, witp extent across. xvii (1627 
wydth ‘opening’, Drayton; Moxon, Dry- 
den; called by J. ‘a low word’). f. first syll. 
of widness (the normal form from OE. 
widnes wideness, f. wid WIDE-+ -»es -NESS) — 
-TH!, an analogy being provided by bredth 
BREADTH. 


wield wild frule, direct, command; handle 
with skill or effect. ME. zé/lde(m), repr. 
(1) redupl. str. vb. OE. wealdan, pt. wéold, 
pp. (ge)wealden = OS. waldan, OHG. 
waltan (G. walten}, ON. valda, Goth, 
waldan, and (2) wk. vb. OE. wieldan, f. 
mutated form of *walð-, cogn. with Balto- 
Sl. forms denoting rule and power, and 
prob. ult. with *wal- of L. valére be strong 
(cf. VALID, VALOUR, VALUE). Hence wieldy! 
wi'di Tcapable of easy movement xiv (Ch.); 
(now chiefly as back-formation from UN- 
WIELDY) manageable, handy xvi. 


wife waif woman (surviving in fishwife, old 
wives tale); woman joined to a man by 
marriage OE.; mistress of a household 
(surviving in goodwife, housewife) x1v (Ch.). 
OE. wif = OFris., OS. wif (Du. wif), 
OHG. wip (G. weib woman), ON. vif; of 
unkn. origin; not extant in Goth., which 
has ginō ‘mulier’, QUEAN, and géns ‘uxor’ 
QUEEN. See also WIVE, WOMAN. 

wig wig artificial covering of hair for the 


head. xvir. Shortening of PERIWIG, as 
WINKLE of periwinkle. 


wiggle wi:gl move to and fro irregularly. 
xu (AncrR.). - (M)Du., (M)LG. wiggelen, 
frequent. (see -LE?) of *oig-, repr. by LG. 
wiggen; cf. wag, waggle. 

wight? wait tliving creature OE.; (arch.) 
being xit. OE. witht, corr. (with variation of 


WILL 


gender and meaning) to OS. wiht thing, 
(pl.) demons (MLG. wicht thing, creature, 
demon, LG. wicht girl, (M)Du. wicht little 
child), OHG., MHG. wtht creature, being, 
thing, esp. of elves and dwarfs (G. wicht 
being, infant), ON. vettr, véttr, vitr, living 
creature, thing (also in idiomatic uses, e.g. 
ekki vetta, vettki not a whit, not, vettugi 
nothing), Goth. zeazht n. (in ni... waiht or 
vwaihtais nothing); ult. connexions uncertain. 
See also AUGHT, NAUGHT, NOUGHT, WHIT!. 

wight? wait (arch., dial.) valiant, doughty ; 
strong, stalwart XIII; active, brisk XIV. 
~ ON. vigt, n. of vigr of fighting age, skilled 
in arms, cogn. with OE. sor? battle, conflict, 
wiga warrior, based on IE. *zzik-, *wik-, 
repr. by L. vincere conquer, perf. vict (cf. 
VICTOR). Q For similar adoptions of ON. 
neuters in -£ see SCANT, THWART!, WANT. 


wigwam wigwom,-wem N. Amer. Indian 

cabin, tent, or hut. XVIL — Ojibwa wigwaum, 
wigiwam, var. of wikiwam, weekuwom 
(Delaware wiquoam) lit. ‘their house’ (cf. 
neek my house, keek thy house, week his 
house). 


wild waild living in a state of nature; un- 
inhabited, waste; uncontrolled. OE. wilde 
== OFris. wilde, OS., OHG. wildi (Du., 
G. wild), ON. villir, Goth. wilþeis s= CGerm. 
#wilþijaz, prob. — IE. *ghweltijos, the base 
of which is repr. by W. guwyllt, Ir. geilt wild. 

wildebeest wi-Jdobést gnu. xix. Afri- 
kaans (now wildebees, pl. wildebeeste), f. Du. 
wild WILD -+- beest BEAST. 


wilder wi:ldoz lead astray; go astray. XVII. 
Of unkn. origin; perh. extracted from 
WILDERNESS but cf. MDu. verwilderen, G. 
(verywildern, and BEWILDER, which is, how- 
ever, of later appearance. 

wilderness wi:ldainés uncultivated tract of 
land. OE. zwid(d)eornes (Lye, Sweet), f. 
wild(d)ēor wild beast (cf. (M)Du., G. wilder- 
nis). @ For the concr. use of the suffix cf. 
OE. héanes summit, smépnes level place. 


wile wail crafty or deceitful trick. xit 
(Peterborough Chron.). Early ME. wil, evi- 
denced first from Scandinavianized areas 
and therefore poss. -ON. *wihl- (vél) 
craft, artifice, rel. to véla defraud. Hence 
wily! wai-li xr (Cursor M.). 
will wil desire, act or power of willing OE. ; 
testamentary document XIV (Trevisa). OE. 
willa = OFris. willa, OS. willio, OHG. 
willo, willio (Du. wil, G. wille), ON. vili, 
vilja-, Goth. wilja :- CGerm. *wiljon :- 
*celjon; also OE. (ge)ill)-- ON. vil; 
f. *wel- be pleasing (see WELL*). Hence 
wilrut! self-willed x11; twilling, wishful 
XIV; earlier in adv. (late OE. wilfulliée). 


will? wil expressing various phases of 
desire, wish, intention, or determination; 
in combination with SHALL forming a future 
tense. OE. *willan, wyllan (ist and 3rd 
pers. pres. ind. wile, wyle; from xiv will; 
2nd pers. wilt), pt. would wud (ist and 
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3rd pers. wolde, znd pers. woldest, from 
xv1 wouldest, wouldst) = \¥F ris. willa, wilde, 





OS. willian, wolda (D willen, wilde), 
ON. vilja, vilda, Goth. ciljan, wilda:- 
Germ. *wel(l)jan, paralle with Germ. 


*wal(D jan, repr. by OFris. wella, OHG. 
wellen (G. wollen, wollte, gewollt), ON. velja, 
valdi, Goth. waljan; based on IE. *wol- 
*wel- (cf. L. velle, volo, velim, volui, and see 
WILL!, WELL?). 

will? wil pt. pp. willed wild; pres. ind. 
and sg. willest, 3rd sg. wills, willeth wish or 
desire (to); determine by the will OE. 
OE. willian (pt. willode) = OHG. willōn 
(G. willen, pp. gewillt); f. wir. Q A 
synon. vb. having the same base with z- 
formative, OE. wilnian, continued through 
ME. wile to XVI. 

willemite wi-lamait (min.) native silicate 
of iron, XIX. - Du. zwllemit (A. Levy, 
1829), f. Willem William I of the Nether- 
lands; see -ITE. 


willet wilét N. Amer. bird of the snipe 
family whose cry is expressed by pill-will- 
willet. XIX. Cf. WHIP-POOR-WILL, etc. 

William wi-ljam as plant-name now only in 
SWEET WILLIAM. 


Williamite wiljomait TA. member of the 
order of Augustinian hermits, Guillemin 
xvii. B. supporters of William of Orange 
(King William III) xvii; see -1TE. 


Williams (pear) wi-ljamz very juicy variety 
of the bon chrétien pear, so called from its 
first distributor in England xix. 


willies wiliz (orig. U.S.) the w. spell of 


nervousness. x1x. Of unkn. origin. 


willing wilij vbl. sb. desire, inclination 
(chiefly in conjunction with milling) OE.; 
voluntary choice xiv. OE. willung. So 
willing? ppl. adj. xu. 

will o’ the wisp wi:lodawi-sp ignis fatuus. 
XVII. The earliest form is Will with the or 
a wisp, i.e. Will (pet form of William) and 
WISP in the sense ‘bundle of hay, etc., for 
use as a torch’; for the use of proper name 
cf. Jack-a-lantern, and, for the second el., 
G. zrrwisch lit. *wander-wisp'. 


willow wilou plant of genus Salix. OE. 
welig = OS. wilgia, (M)LG. wilge, Du. 
wilg; the form history is obscure, the change 
of vowel may be due to assoc. with willy, 
OE. wilige wicker basket. 

willy-nilly wilini:li whether one likes it or 
not. XVII. Later sp. of wil I nil I (xv1) ʻI am 
willing, I am unwilling’; based on WILL? 
and its neg. (OE. nyllan, f. ne NE+ willan) 
with a variety of prons. (we, ye, I); earlier 
twilling nilling. 

wilt! wilt become limp. xvir (Ray). Of dial. 
origin, in early xIx largely U.S. ; perh. alt. 
of wilk, WELK. 


wilt? znd pers. sg. pres. ind. of WILL?. 


Wilton wi:lten kind of Brussels carpet made 
at Wilton in Wiltshire. xvii. 


wind’, 


WIND 


wimble wiznbl (dial, techn.) gimlet x11; 


auger XIV; boring instrument XVII; — AN 
*wimble, var. of *guimble, whence ME. 
gymble and GIMLET. 


wimple wi-mpl woman’s garment envelop- 
ing head, chin, sides of the face and neck 
(now worn by nuns). xr. Late OE. 
wimpel = OFris., (M)LG., (M)Du. wimpel, 
OHG. wimpal veil, bonnet (G. wimpel 
streamer, pennon), ON. vimpill; the Germ. 
word was adopted as OF. guzmple (mod. 
guimpe), of which the var. wimple coincided 
with the native word. 


win win pt., pp. won wan twork; tvan- 

quish OE.; be victorious (also} trans.) ; 
gain XII. OE. winnan (also freq. gewinnan), 
pt. wann, wonn = OF ris. winna obtain, OS. 
winnan suffer, win, MLG., MDu. winnen 
till, obtain, acquire, OHG. winnan rage, 
contend, gewinnan gain by labour (G. 
gewinnen earn, gain, produce), ON. vinna 
labour, gain, Goth. (ga)winnan suffer; 
CGerm. str. vb. the senses of which are 
largely parallel to those of gain and get, but 
of uncertain relations. So win sb. TA. 
conflict, strife OE.; gain, wealth xir; 
B. victory; gains xix. In A OE. win(n), 
more freq. gewin(n) ME. (win; in B f. 
the vb. 


wince wins (dial) kick restlessly xim 
(S. Eng. Leg.) ; make an involuntary shrink- 
ing movement xvi. — AN. *wencir, var. of 
OF. guenchir turn aside, avoid (whence 
winch X11, surviving dial.) ~ Germ. *weykjan 
(OHG. wenken, OS. wenkian) - *wankjan. 


wincey, winsey wi-nsi durable cloth having 
a linen warp and a woollen weft. xIx. orig. 
Sc., app. alt. of woolsey in LINSEY-WOOLSEY, 
through assim. *linsey-winsey. 


winch win'f reel, roller OE.; hoisting or 
hauling apparatus xvr. Late OE. winte = 
Germ. *wiykjo- :- *weykjo-, f. TE. *weng- 
WINK. 

Winchester wirnt[éstor À. name of a city 
in Hampshire, used as a designation of 
certain measures XVI; B. name of Oliver F. 
Winchester (1810-80), an American manu- 
facturer, designating a type of breech- 
loading rifle xix. 


wind! wind (arch. and dial. waind) air in 
motion, OE. wind = OFris., OS. wind, 
OHG. wint (Du., G. wind), ON. vindr, 
Goth. winds :- CGerm. *windaz, based on 
IE. prp. *went- (whence L. ventus wind, 
W. gwynt), with ee forms on *we- in 
Lith, véjas wind, OSL véjati blow, Olr. 
feth air, Gr. dési (37 *agési) blows, aétés 
wind, Skr. vali blows, vdias wind (cf. 
NIRVANA). comp. wi -ndrALLA something 
blown down by the wind xv; unexpected 
acquisition Xv1; cf. (M )HG. wintval, 
G. windfall. 


waind pt. pp. wound  waund 
Tmove in a certain direction OE. ; move in 
a circular path XIII; pass (a thing) round 
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something else xIv; set (a mechanism) in 
order xvrr. OE. windan, pt. wand, wundon, 
pp. wunden = OFris. winda, OS. windan, 
OHG. wintan (Du., G. winden), ON. vinda, 
Goth. *windan, in biwindan, uswindan = 
CGerm. *windan, rel. to *wand- in WANDER, 
WEND. 


wind? (with pronunc. wind) A. get the wind 
of xv; deprive of breath xIx; B. (with pro- 
nunc. waind) sound a horn, etc. by blowing 
into it XVI. f. wIND!, 


windlass wi'ndləs machine for hauling or 
hoisting. xIv. Presumably obscure alt. of 
twindas= AN. windas (AL. windasium)= 
OF. guindas - ON. vinddss (whence also 
MLG., MDu., Du. windas), f. vinda 
WIND?-+ dss pole (= Goth. ans beam). 


windlestraw  windlstró (dial) withered 
stalk. OE. windelstréaw, f. windel basket, 
(dial.) measure of corn xu, f. windan 
WIND? (see -LE!)+ stréaw STRAW}. 


window windou opening in a wall or side 
of a structure to admit light and air. XIII 
(AncrR.) ME. windoze =- ON. vindauga, 
f. vindr WIND!-+-auga EYE; superseded OE. 
eagbyrel, éagduru ‘eye-hole, -door’, but 
fenester (of F. origin) was in concurrent use 
till late xvi; the alt. forms wind(d)-ore, -door 
(xv1) had some currency. 


Windsor wi:nze: town in Berkshire, place 

of residence of British Royal Family 
(W. Castle), designation of the family 
(House of W.); used attrib. in W. chair (xviit), 
soap, uniform (XIX) (worn by the Royal 
Family). 


wine wain fermented juice of the grape. 
OE. win = OFris., OS., OHG. win (Du. 
wijn, G. 15600); ON. vín, Goth. wein = 
CGerm. *winam ~ L. winum, *«winom 
(whence also OSI. vino, Lith. vynas, W. 
gwin, Ir. fin), primitively rel. to Gr. 
(r)otvos wine, oínà vine, wine, Alb. vēne, 
Arm. gini, perh. all derived from a common 
Mediterranean source, but referred by some 
to pre-Arm. *wointjo; cf. also Arab. wain, 
Heb. yayin, Ass. nn, the relation with 
which, if any, is not clear. Comp. wine- 
bi:bber! xvi (Coverdale; cf. Luther’s wein- 
sdufer). Winepress', wi:vnevaT. xvi (Tin- 
dale). 

wing win organ of flight x11; lateral part or 
appendage x11 (RGlouc.). protection, care 
XIII; division (right or left) of a force xiv; 
side scene m a theatre xvIII. First in pl. 
tenge(n), -es = ON. vængir, accus. vængi, 
pl. of vængr wing of a bird, ‘aisle (Sw., Da. 
vinge, Norw. veng), repl. OE. febra wings, 
pl. of feper FEATHER, and fibere. Hence 
wing vb. use the wings xvii (Sh.); wound 
in the wing XIX: wingkED? winid, wind. 
xiV (Ch.); phr. w. words (xvii, Chapman), 
after Homeric ézea mrepdevra. 

wink wink jclose the eyes; Tgive a signifi- 
cant glance OE.; blink x111; ‘shut the eyes’ 
to (const. at) xv; close one eye momentarily 
in a flippant manner x1x. OE. wincian = 


WIS 


OS. wincan (MLG., MDu. winken), rel. to 
OHG. winchan (G. winken) move sideways, 
stagger, nod, f. Germ. *wink- (*wenk-) 
*wayk- = IE. *eeng- *wong- move side- 
ways or from side to side, whence also 
WINCE, WINCH. 


winkle winkl xvi. Shortening of PERI- 


WINKLE’, as wig of periwig. 


winnow  wrnou free (grain) from chaff, 


separate (chaff) from grain. OE. windwian, 
f. wind WIND’, rel. immed. to windwigéeaf 
chaff, windwigsife winnowing-sieve, and 
remotely to OHG. wintén, ON. vinza 
(:— *windisGjan) winnow, Goth. dis|winpjan 
scatter like chaff, winpiskauró winnowing- 
fan; cf. synon. L. ventildre VENTILATE, 
Lith. vétytz. 


winsey winsi var. of WINCEY. 
winsome winsom pleasant OE. to xim; 


of attractive appearance or disposition XVII. 
OE. wynsum (= OS. wunsan, OHG. 
vcunnisam), f. wyn(n) joy, pleasure = OS. 
zunnia, ONG. wunnia, wunna (G. wonne), 
f. Germ. *zun-, repr. also in WISH, WONT! ; 
see -SOME?, @ The current sense came 
into the literary lang. from the north, 
where it must have survived with a spe- 
cialized meaning. 


winter wintas fourth season of the year; 


used typically for year (as in general Germ. 
use). OE. winter = OFris. winter, OS., 
OHG. wintar (Du., G. winter), ON. vetr, 
earlier vettr, vittr, Goth. wintrus -- CGerm. 
*wentrus, prob. f. nasalized var. of IE. base 
*oeced- *wod- be wet (see WATER, WET). 
Hence wi-nter vb. spend the winter. xiv 
(Wycl. Bible); after L. hiemdGre, hiberndare 
HIBERNATE ; cf. MLG., etc. winteren, ON. 
vetra. wienterLy!, wi-ntry!. OE. winterlié, 
zwintrig, with cogns. in OHG., etc.; present 
currency is due to new formations in XVI. 


wipe waip rub gently with a cloth, etc. OE. ; 


fig. uses from xin. OE. wipiam, corr. 
formally to OHG. wīfan wind round, Goth. 
weipan crown, and rel. further to 'OHG. 
waif bandage, ON. veipr head-covering, 
Goth. waips wreath, and the forms given 
s.v. WHIP. Hence sb. slashing blow or 
remark xvt ; (sl.) handkerchief xviri (super- 
seding earlier wiper). 


wire waio: (piece or length of) metal in the 


form of a slender rod OE. ; network of this 
xvi. OE. wir, corr. to MLG. wire (LG. wir), 
ON. *virr in vira virki filigree work, rel. to 
OHG. wiara (ornament of) finest gold; 
prob. f. base *wi- of L. viére plait, weave 
(cf. WITHE). Hence wi-reLess (of telegraphy 
and telephony) operated without the use 
of conducting wires XIX; wi-re-pu:ller 
(orig. U.S.) one who exerts underhand in- 
fluence XIX; Wit'reWwORM larva of click- 
beetles XVII]. wiry! waio-ri. XVI. 


wis wis (pseudo-arch.) know. xvii. See 


IWIS. 
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WISDOM 


wisdom  wrzdom quality of being wise; 

Tknowledge, learning. OE. wisdim = 
OFris., OS. wisdim, OHG. wistuom (G. 
weistum legal sentence, precedent), ON. 
visdémr; CGerm., exc. Goth.; see WISE?, 
-DOM. Wisdom tooth (x1x), usu. pl., earlier 
teeth of wisdom (xvi) tr. modL. dentes 
sapientia, tr. Arab. adrüsu "lhikmi (dirs 
tooth, hikm wisdom), after Gr. owdpoviatHoes 
(Hippocrates). «| Short i is shown by 
Orm’s wissdom. 


wise! waiz (arch.) manner, fashion. OE. 
wise {rarely wis) mode, condition, thing, 
cause, occas. song, corr. to OFris. wis, OS. 
wisa (Du. wijze), OHG. wisa, wis manner, 
custom, tune(G. weise), ON. visa stanza, *vis 
in gdruvis otherwise :- CGerm. (exc. Goth.) 
*wisén, *wisd, f. *uit- wi1T?; for the sense- 
development cf. rel. Gr. efdos form, shape, 
kind, state of things, course of action. See 
-WISE. 


wise?  waiz having sound judgement; 
tlearned OE.; informed xu. OE. wis = 
OF ris., OS., OHG. wis(i) (Du. wijs, G. weise), 
ON. viss, Goth. -weis :- CGerm. *wisaz :- 
*cuoittos, f. IE. *weid- wir? -- ppl. suffix *-zos. 
The pronunc. with z is due to old inflected 
forms ; s survives in some north. dials. 


-wise waiz terminal el. (suffix) descending 

from OE. wise wise? as used (like cogn. 
forms in other Germ. langs.) in various 
advb. expressions meaning ‘in such-and- 
such a manner, way, or respect’ and con- 
taining an adj. or an attrib. sb. with or 
without a governing prep., e.g. OE. (on) 
6pre wisan in another fashion, OTHERWISE, 
on scipwisan after the manner of a ship, like 
a ship. Several of these have become 
permanent, as anywise, likewise, nowise. 
Sense-contact with -ways, denoting direc- 
tion, appears in late ME., and lengthways, 
longways, sideways are contemp. in XVI 
with lengthwise, longwise, sidewise. 


wiseacre waLzeikor pretender to wisdom. 
xvi. — (with unexpl. assim. to acre) MDu. 
wiüsseggher ^ warszegai soothsayer, prob. 
—(with assim. to segghen say) OHG. 
wissago, alt., by assoc. with wis wisE?-+ 
sagen SAY’, of wizago = OE. witega prophet, 
f. *wit- WIT. 


wish wif have a desire (for). OE. wyséan = 
MLG. wünschen, MDu. wonscen, wunscen, 
OHG. wunsken (G. wünschen), ON. éskhja :- 
CGerm. (exc. Goth.) *wunskjan, f. *wunska-, 
-6 (OE. wiisé, MDu. wunsc, wonsc, OHG, 
wunsc (G. wunsch), ON. ósk wish), f. *wun- 
*wen- *wan- (see WEEN, WONT?); cf. Skr. 
váficha (:— *vdnskd), vafich wish. Hence sb. 
XIV. wi'shruL! tdesirable, tlonging XVI; 
desirous xvIII; coloured by what one 
desires for the future xx. 


wishtonwish wi-Jtenwif prairie dog of 
N. America. xIx. imit. of the animal’s cry. 
wishy-washy wi'fiwə:fi weak and insipid. 
xvii. redupl. formation on washy (xvi), 


WITCH 


with vowel alternation; so wish-wash 
washy drink or talk xviu, and cf. swish- 
swash wishy-washy drink (xv1) and swash 
pig-wash, wet refuse (Xv1). 








wisp wisp handful, bunch, twisted band 
(of hay, etc.). XIV. corr. forms are only in 
WFris., but cf. synon. vars. s.v. WHISK. 


wist wist Sussex land measure of area XVII. 
— AL. «wista, zoysta (xu), perh. a use of OE. 
wist provision, sustenance, 


wistaria, -eria wistes'riə -iə'riə mauve- 
flowered climbing plant. xIx. =- modL., 
f. name of Caspar Wistar or Wister (1761- 
1818), American anatomist; see -1A!. 


wistful wi-stfal tclosely attentive; yearn- 


ingly eager, mournfully expectant. XVII. 
perh. f. twistly intently (xv), var. of 
twhishtly silently (cf. WHIsT')+-FUL!, and 
assoc. with WISHFUL and (dial.) wishly stead- 
fastly (xvi). 


wistiti wistiti S. Amer. monkey. xvii 
(Goldsmith) = F. ouistiti, named by 
Buffon from the animal’s cry. 


wit! wit A. tmind, understanding, sense 
OE.; B. right mind, good judgement, (pl.) 
senses XII; C, (power of) giving pleasure by 
combining or contrasting ideas xvi. D. twise 
man XVI; witty man xvii. OE. wit(t)}, more 
freq. gewit(t), corr. to OF ris., OS. wit, OHG. 
vwizzi (Du. weet, G. witz), ON. vit, Goth. 
un|witi ignorance, f. *zit- (see next). 


wit? wit know; surviving in phr. to wit that 
is to say, namely, viz., short for that is to 
wit, tr. AN. cestasavoir, lit. that is to know, 
SCILICET. OE. witan, 1st and 3rd pres. ind. 
sg. wat, and pres. wast, pl. witon, pt. wisse, 
wiste, pp. gewiten = OFris. wita, wét, 
witon, wiste, OS. witan, wét, wissa, OHG. 
wizzan, wetz, wissa, wista (Du. weten, G. 
wissen, weiss, wusste, gewusst), ON. vita, veit, 
vissa, vitaðr, Goth. witan, wait, witum, wissa, 
f. CGerm. *wait-, *wit = IE. *woid- *weid- 
*wid-, whence Skr. véda (cf. VEDA), 
véttha, vidmd, Gr. oîda, oîstha, oîde, idmen 
(cf. IDEA), L. vidére see (cf. VISION), OSI. 
vidéti see, védéti know, and, with nasal 
infix, Skr. vindáti finds, Olr. finnazm 1 find 
out. See also wIS, IWIS, WISE!, WOT, and 
prec. 


witan  witon (hist) national council of 
Anglo-Saxon times. OE. witan, pl. of wita 
Wise man, councillor, f. base of witan know, 
wiT*. So witenagemot  witonojomou:t 
OE., f. g. pl. of wita+gemdt meeting, as- 
sembly (see MOOT). 


witch witJ female magician or wizard. OE. 
wiéce, fem. corr. to widéa male magician, 
sorcerer, wizard (whence dial. witch), rel. to 
wiccian practise magic arts, corr. to (M)LG. 
wikken, wicken, agent-noun wikker, and 
noun of action wikkerie, the source of which 
is unkn. ; later senses of the vb. are those of 
BEWITCH, of which in mod. use it is mainly 
an aphetic deriv., surviving esp. in echoes 
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WITCH ELM 





of the verie witching time of night (Sh.). 
Hence wi:tchcnarr. OE. wiccecræft. 


witch elm, hazel see WYCH-ELM, WYCH 
HAZEL. 


with wid, wip fA. denoting opposition. 
OE. B. denoting accompaniment or addi- 
tion (esp. repl. OE., ME. mid). C. denoting 
instrumentality, causation, agency XII. 
OE. wih = OF ris. with, OS. wid, prob. 
shortening of Germ. prep. repr. by OE. 
wiper == OF ris. wither, OS. withar, OHG. 
widar (Du. weder, weer, G. wieder adv. again, 
wider prep. against), ON. viðr, Goth. 
wibra; f. IE. *wi-, denoting separation or 
division -+ compar. suffix *-fero- (cf. Skr. 
vitardm further). 


with- wid, wip repr. OE. wip-, prep. WITH 
used as a prefix to vbs. (and derived sbs.) in 
the senses (1) away, back, (2) against, as in 
WITHDRAW, WITHHOLD, WITHSTAND. 


withal wióo-l adv. (arch.) along with the rest, 

as well xi (Orm); with it or them xri; 
prep. with XIII. f. WITH + ALL sb.; ult. 
superseding earlier mid alle (cf. MID}; cf. 
therewithal, wherewithal. 


withdraw  wió-, wipdró: take back or 
away XII (AncrR.); cf. RETIRE, RETRACT; 
withdrawing-ROOM room to withdraw into 
XVI; repl. withdrawing-chamber (Xiv); see 
-ING' and DRAWING-ROOM. withdraw:aL? 
XIX; repl  zuthdrawment (xvi), which 
superseded withdraught (x1v), withdraze (xv). 
withe, with? waid, wid, wip (dial.) bond, 
shackle OE.; fthalter x111; metal band or 
hoop xvu. OE. wibpe = OF ris. withthe, 
MDu. wisse (Du. wis), OHG. wit, withi, 
wid, widi, cf. khuna|widi, chun|widi, Goth. 
kunawida bonds, ON. við, vidja - CGerm. 
*wsipón, *wipi; cf WITHY; f. base *weit- 
*qit-, of IE. range (cf. Av. vaéti-, Gr. itéd 
(1— ceitegá) willow), ult. L. *wi- as in L. viére 
plait, WIRE. 


wither wider become dried up and 
shrivelled X1v ; trans. xvi. The earliest forms 
are voydder, widder, the present sp. dating 
from xvi. gen. assumed to be a use of 
WEATHER vb. ult. differentiated for certain 
senses ; G. verwittern weather, disintegrate. 


withers wi:do1z (sb. pl.) highest part of a 
horse's back. xvi. Shortening of twider- 
somes, -sones, £. wider-, wither- (see WITH) + 
(perh.) var. of siNEW ; the force of the first 
el. is obscure (? 'opposing the strain’) but 
it is paralleled in synon. G. widerrist (rist 
WRIST instep, withers). 


withershins wi-do1finz A. (Sc.) the wrong 
way; B. in a direction contrary to the 
apparent course of the sun. xVI. = MLG. 
weddersin(ne)s ~ MHG. widersinnes, f. wider- 
against = OE. wiper (see WITH) + g. of sin, 
sind, sint = OE. sib journey, course (cf. 
SEND?) ; in sense B (f. vars. -sones, -sonnis, by 
assoc. with SUN). 


withhold widhou:ld hold or keep back. 
XII. f, WITH--+ HOLD}, 


WIZENED 


within wióin adv. on the inner side OE.; 

prep. in the interior of, in the limits of xır. 
Late OE. wipinnan (f. wih WITH + innan, 
ME. inne forming with vipaftan behind, 
tibforan before, wipgeondan beyond, wip- 
hindan behind, wipneopan beneath, wipufan, 
-uppan above, wibütan wiTHOUT, a group 
peculiar to Eng. presumably modelled on 
formations with be- (cf. BEHIND). 


without wiðau't adv. outside; prep. on the 
outside of OE.; not accompanied by, not 
having XII. Late OE. wipiitan, f. wiþ WITH + 
utan ME. ute(n) OUT; see prec. 


withstand wióste-nd pt., pp. withstoo:d 

stand or maintain one's position against. 
OE. wipstandan — Oris. withstonda, ON. 
viüstanda ; see WITH-, STAND. 


withy wrói willow. OE. wipig (cf. OHG. 
wida (G. weide), ON. widir willow), for the 
connexions of which see wirHE. @ In Sc. 
and north, dial. widdy (xv). 


witness  wrtnis  Tknowledge, wisdom; 
attestation of a fact, etc., testimony. OE. 
cuitnes, more freq. gecitnes (ME. iwitnesse), 
f. wir! 4- -NESS ; cf. OHG. giwiznessi, MDu. 
wetenisse, ON. vitni, vitnis-. The passage 
from abstr. to concr. meaning is paralleled 
in F. témoin (:—- L. testimonium TESTIMONY). 
Hence vb. bear w. to xit1 (Cursor M.); be 
a w. of XVI. 


witney  witni woollen material manu- 
factured and made into blankets at Witney, 
a town in Oxfordshire. XVIII. 


witticism wrtisizm witty saying or remark. 
xvil (‘A mighty Wittycism, (if you will 
pardon a new word!) but there is some dif- 
ference between a Laugher and a Critique’, 
Dryden, 1677). f. WITTY, irreg. after 
CRITICISM. 


wittingly wi-tinli knowingly, designedly. 
XIV (zottandly, R. Rolle). f. witting, prp. of 
WIT?+-Ly?; cf. (O)F. sciemment, L. 
scientey. 
wittol wi-tal (arch.) acquiescent cuckold. 
xv. Late ME. wetewold, perh. formed on 
cokewold CUCKOLD by substituting wete 
wit? for the first syll. 
witty witi Twise OE.; fclever, ingenious 
XIV; cleverly amusing xvi (Sh.) OE. 
(ge)wittig = OS. wittig, OHG. wizzig, 
ON. vitugr ; cf. wIT?-+-y?. 
wive waiv take a wife OE. ; take as a wife. 
OE. (ge)wifian = MLG., MDu. wiven; f. 
WIFE. Wi'VING!. OE. wifung marrying. 


wivern see WYVERN. 


wizard wi-zoid tphilosopher, sage xv 
(Promp. Parv.); man skilled in occult arts 
XVI. Earliest forms wis(e)ard, wissard; 
f. ME. wis WISE?-+-ARD; the pronunc. with 
í and z follows wisdom. Hence wi-zardry. 
xvi (Golding). 


wizened wi'znd shrivelled, shrunken. XVI 
(G. Douglas), rarely evidenced before xviir 
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wo 


(Ramsay, Burns). In early use Sc. and 
prob. brought into gen. use by Scott; pp. 
of wizen, repr. OE. wisnian dry up, wither, 
corr. to OHG. wesanén, ON. visna, f. Germ. 
*zis- with widespread IE. cogns., as L. 
viéscere, Lith. vysti, W. gwyw, Olr. feugud. 


wo wou int. (in wo ho ho, etc.) falconer’s 
call to his hawk xvi; early form of WHOA 
XVIII. 


woad woud blue dye-stuff obtained from 
the plant Isatis tinctoria. OE. wād = OF ris. 
wéd, MLG., MDu. wét, weede, OHG. weit 
(Du. ceede, G. waid):- WGerm. *waida- 
(whence OF. waide, gaide, It. guado), by- 
form of *waisda- (whence medL. waisdo, 
AN. waisde, OF. guesde, F. guéde), with a var. 
repr. by Gothic *:zdila (latinized as ouis- 
delem, Oribasius), Gr. isdtis (1— *ritsatis). 
wobble, wabble wə'bl move erratically 
from side to side. xvii. corr. to Upper, 
Middle, and Low G. wab(b)eln, prob. f. 
base of WAVER; see -LE®, @ ‘A low bar- 
barous word’ (J.). Hence wo-bbly!; cf. 
LG. wabbelig. xix. 


wodge wod3 (sl.) lumpy protuberant 
object. xx. Expressive alt. of WEDGE. 


woe wou A. int. and adv. as excl. of dis- 
tress or grief (const. dative) OE.; B. sb. 
(arch.) misery, misfortune x11; C. adj. 
grieved, wretched xii. OE. «à (also wa), 
corr. to OFris., OS., MLG. «e, (M)Du. wee, 
OHG. we (G. weh), ON. vei, væ, Goth. wai 
(from Germ. are F. ouais, Sp., Pg., It. 
guai); of CIE. range (Gr. oå, later oud, ouai, 
L. væ, Lett. wai, W. gwae). Q The de- 
velopment of the adj. was through the 
apprehension of the d. as a nom. in such 


constr. as wo is mi soule. Hence woe-FUL!. 
xiir (Cursor M.). 


woe-begone wou'bigon foppressed with 
misfortune or grief xIv; (of looks, etc.) re- 
vealing a state of distress or sorrow XIX. 
Evolved from constr. such as ME. me is wo 
begon woe has beset or surrounded me (Tbego 
beset as an affecting influence), which gives 
place to I am wo begon, and as me is wo to 
I am wo (see prec.). The second sense was 
due to archaistic revival, perh. derived from 
such contexts as that of ‘So dull, so dead 
in er so woe-begone’ (Sh. ‘2 Hen. IV’ 1 
i71). 

wold would tforest, wooded upland OE.; 
hill, down; piece of open country, (later) 
upland, moorland xin. OE. (Anglian) wald, 
(WS.) weald (see WEALD) = OFris., OS., 
OHG. wald (Du. woud, G. wald) forest, 
ON. vollr untilled field, plain:- CGerm. 
(exc. Goth.) *walpus, perh. cogn. with 
WILD. Q After c.1500 it fell out of gen. use 
and was restricted to names of particular 
areas (e.g. Yorkshire wolds), prob. once 
thickly wooded, whence it was generalized 
in literary use after c.1600. 


wolf wulf pl. wolves wulvz canine 
animal, Canis lupus. OE. wulf = OFris. 


WONT 


volf, OS. wulf, (O)HG. wolf (Du., G. wolf), 
ON. ulfr, Goth. wulfs :- CGerm. *wulfaz 
= IE. *wiqwos, repr. also by L. lupus (of 
dial. origin), Gr. lukos, OS. vlükü, OPruss. 
wikis, Lith. vilkas, Alb. ul’k, Arm. gail, 
Av. vahrké, Skr. vfkas. Q A corr. fem. 
*wlqui- is repr. by OE. wylf, OHG. wulpa 
(G. wiilpe), ON. ylgr, Lith. vilké, Russ. 
voléica. wo lfisu* xvi, Twolvish (xv Lydg.; : 
Sidney, Sh. , Coleridge). 


wolfram M ea va'lfram (min.) tung- 


state of iron and manganese. xviH. - G. 
wolfram, gen. assumed to be an old miner's 
term, f. wolf woLr + rahm cream (= OE. 
ream, etc.) or MHG. ram soot, and to be 
the source of modL. lupi spuma (Agricola 
1546), which corr., however, prop. to G. 
wolfsschaum ; the vars. of the G. word, wolf- 
fram(m), wolfert, wolfrath, suggest assoc. 
with a proper name. @ Presumably orig. 
a pejorative term (‘a kind of mock tin’, 
1757) with ref. to its inferiority compared 
with the tin which it accompanies; cf. 
cobalt, nickel. 


wolverine wulvari-n glutton Gulo luscus. xv1. 


Also -ene, in earliest use -ing; obscurely f. 
volv-, inflexional stem of WOLF. 


woman wumen pl women wi-min 


adult female human being; female servant. 
OE. wifman(n) m., later fem., f. wif woman 4- 
man(n) MAN; a formation peculiar to Eng. 
not in the oldest OE. records, the primitive 
words being wif WIFE and cwene QUEAN; 
assim. of -fm- to -mm- is evident in late OE. 
sp. (cf. LEMAN) and rounding of wim- to 
qwum-, wom- in XIII. wo:manisH!. xiv (Ch., 
Gower). WO-mankIND. XIV. wo:manry!, 
XII (AncrR.). wo:manizke emasculate XVI; 
consort XIX. 


womb wim Tbelly; uterus. OE. wamb, 


womb = OFris., MLG., MDu. wamme (Du. 
wam), OHG. wamba, wampa (G. wamme, 
dial. wampe), ON. vomb, Goth. wamba; 
CGerm., of unkn. origin. 


wombat wo:mbet burrowing marsupial 


Phascolomys. xvin. Native Australian 
name; womat, womback, wo(o)mback are 
recorded vars. 


wonder wa:ndo1 astonishing or marvellous 


thing OE.; perplexed astonishment XIII. 
OE. wundor = OF ris. wunder, OS. wundar, 
OHG. wuntar (Du. wonder, G. wunder), 
ON. undr; of unkn. origin. So vb. OE. 
wundrian = OF ris. ur|wunderia, OS. wun- 
dron, etc. 


wont! wount, (now chiefly U.S.) want. 


accustomed, used. OE. gewunod, pp. of 
wunian dwell, continue (chiefly gewunian), 
be accustomed or used = OFris. wunia, 
wonia, OS. wunon, wonon, OHG. wonén (Du. 
wonen, G. wohnen) be accustomed, remain, 
dwell, ON. una be content ina place, enjoy, 
Goth. *wunan, in prp. unwunands troubled 
:—- CGerm. *wundjan, *wunzjan, f. *wun- 
*wen- *wan- (see WEAN, WEEN, WINSOME, 
WISH). 
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WONT 


wont? wount, (now chiefly U.S.) want. 


custom, habit. xiv (rare before xvi). Of 
doubtful origin; perh. due to a conflation 
of zt is my wone (OE. gewuna custom) and 
I am wont (see prec.). 


won't wount (collog.) will not. xvi. 
contr. of wonnot, assim. of wol not (see 
WILL?) ; for -nn- cf. Sc. winna will not. 


wonted wou-ntéd, (chiefly U.S.) wa-ntéd 
accustomed, customary. xv. Of doubtful 
origin; f. either Wont! or WONT?-}-ED} 
or -ED?, 


woo wii sue in love (intr.) x1; (trans., also 
fig.) x11. Late OE. wégian (also, trans., 
Gwogian), whence wégere Woo-ER!; of unkn. 
origin. 
wood wud tA. tree. B. collection of trees 
growing together; substance of which trees 
consist. OE. wudu, later form of widu, 
wiodu = OHG. witu, ON. «viór :- Germ. 
*widuz, rel. to Olr. fid tree, wood, Gael. 
fiodh, W. gwŷdd trees. Comp. woo'd-bine 
-bind -bain(d) any of various climbing 
plants, e.g. honeysuckle, ivy, convolvulus. 
OE. wudubinde, f. base of bindan BIND; for 
loss of d cf. line, rine, for lind, rind. wood- 
chuck wu'dtfak N. Amer. marmot. XVII. 
alt., by assoc. with wood, of the Algon- 
quian name (e.g. Cree wuchak, otchock); 
the var. wejack has been used. woo-d- 
cock! migratory bird Scolopax rusticula. 
OE. wuducoce (whence OF. witecos, hutte- 
cox). woo-dEN?. xvi. woo:dpecker -pe:koz 
bird of a genus such as Picus, which 
habitually pecks the wood of trees. xv1; cf. 
Gr. druokoláptes, -kólaps, -kópos ‘tree- 
striker’; woodruff wu-draf OE. wudurofe 
(the second el. is of unkn. origin), low-grow- 
ing shrub Asperula odorata. woodsy 
wu'dzi (U.S.) sylvan, xix. f. pl. woods of 
woop. woody! twooded xiv; ligneous 
XVI. woo:dwanp keeper of a wood. OE. 
wuduweard (survives aS a surname, with 
var. ]Voodard). 


woof! wif threads crossing the web at 
right angles to the warp OE.; woven fabric 
xvii. OE. dwef, alt. of dwebb (see WEB) after 
wefan WEAVE; ME. oof became woof partly 
by assoc. in the phr. warp and (w)oof. 


woof? wuf dog’s low gruff bark xix. So 
wough, wuff waf, a variety of this XIX. 
imit. 

wool wul fine hair of fleece. OE. wull = 
OFris. wolle, ulle, MLG., MDu., wulle, 
wolle, OHG. wolla (Du. wol, G. wolle), 
ON. ull, Goth. wulla == GCerm. *wullé = 
IE. *zlnd, whence Skr. érnd, OSI. vlina, 
L. lana, beside vellus (:— *welnos) fleece; of 
doubtful ult. origin. 


Woolwich wu'lid3 name of a town in Kent 
used attrib. (xvi11) to designate products of 
its old dockyard and the Royal Arsenal. 

woorali see CURARE, 


woozy wū'zi (sl.} fuddled; muzzy xıīx. perh. 
alt. of oozy, f. oozE?, 


WORM 


Wop wop mid- or south-European (esp. 


Italian) immigrant in the U.S.A. xx. 
Alleged to be — It. guappo, a local greeting. 


word waid (coll. pl. and sg.) things or 


something said; report, tidings; divine 
communication; vocable. OE. word = 
OFris., OS. word (Du. woord), (O)HG. 
cort, ON. orü, Goth. waurd :- CGerm. 
*wordam t= *wrdho- *uwerdh-, which is held 
to be based on *wer-, repr. by Gr. reréó 
I shall say, L. verbum word (cf. vERB), Skr. 
vrátam command, law, vow, OPruss. zirds 
word, Lith. ea?das name. Hence wo-rd- 
BOOK lexicon, dictionary. xvi (Florio); cf. 
G. wörterbuch (1631 in Kluge), Du. 
woordenboek (twoord-), Icel. orðabók, Sw. 
ordbok, Da. ordbog. wo:rdy'!. OE. wordig. 
«| For parallel IE. phonetics cf. BEARD, RED. 


work wik something done, what one does; 


manufactured article (esp. with qualifica- 
tion, as fire-, frame-, wax-). OE. weorc, werc, 
wore, wure = OFris., OS. werk, OHG. 
werah, were (Du., G. werk), ON. verk i- 
CGerm. (exc. Goth.; cf. the vb.) *zerkam != 
IE. *wergon, whence also Gr. (¢)érgon (cf. 
ENERGY), with poss. cogns. in Av., 
Arm., Celtic, Tokh. So work vb. OE. 
wyréan, pt. worhte, pp. geworht (see 
WROUGHT), repr. directly by ME. wirch{e), 
wyrch(e), but infl. at an early date by the sb. 
and the various ON. vbs. (virkja, verkja, 
yrkja, verka), -k- prevailing in xv. For 
parallel forms cf. OFris. werkia, OS. wirkian, 
OHG. wirchen (G. wirken), ON. verkja, 
virkja feel pain (cf. Goth. waurkjan), and 
for IE. cogns. see ENERGY, ERG, LITURGY, 
ORGAN, ORGY, THEURGY, ZYMURGY. comp. 
wo:rkaday ME. werkedai (trisyll.) x1, of un- 
certain origin, perh. after sunnedei SUNDAY, 
the later workyday being after holiday, with 
workaday quite late. wo-rkpAv xv. wo:rk- 
HOUSE Tworkshop OE.; poor-law institu- 
tion XVII. wo:rkMAN OE. weorcman(n), with 
corr. forms in Du., OHG., ON. @ In dial. 
wark, warch there are survivals of the OE. 
wærc sb., wærcan vb., a parallel formation 
on Germ. *wark-. 


world wiild human existence or a period 


of it; the earth, the universe; the human 
race, human society. OE. weorold, worold, 
world == OFris. wrald, warld, OS. werold 
(Du. wereld), OHC. weralt (MHG. werlt, 
G. welt}, ON. verold ; a formation peculiar 
to Germ. (not in Goth.) f. *weraz man 
(OE., OS., OHG. wer, cogn. with L. vir and 
forms in Olr., Lith., and Skr.) 4- *aid- age 
(cf. op), the etymol. meaning being, 
therefore, ‘age’ or ‘life of man’. Hence 
wo-rldLinc! (xvi; cf. G. weltling). wo:rld~ 
Lvl. OE. woruldlic. 


worm wim (arch.) serpent, dragon; trep- 


tile; creeping limbless member of the genus 
Lumbricus; endoparasitic helminth; larva 
of insect, maggot OE.; earthworm XIII; 
vermiform ligament; spiral tool, etc. xvi. 
OE. wyrm, later wurm, corr. to OFTis. 
wirm, OS., (O)HG. wurm (Du. worm), 
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ON. ormr serpent, Goth. waurms :=- Germ. 
*wurmiz and *wurmaz, rel. to L. vermis 
worm, Gr. rhómos, rhómox woodworm, 
Lith. va?mas insect, midge. Hence vb. hunt 
worms; get rid of, make one's way, etc. by 
subtle means xv1; wo:rm-eaten xiv (T're- 
visa). wo'rm-HoLE. xvi (Sh.). Q For the 
vocalism cf. worse, and wort. 


wormwood  w3-mwud plant Artemisia 
Absinthium, proverbial for its bitter taste. 
xv. alt., by assim. of the second syll. to 
WOOD, of late ME. vormod, OE. worméd, 
corr. to MLG. worméde, OHG. wormuota, 
alt. by assim. to woRM of OE. werméd = 
OS. wer(i)moda, OHG. wer(i)muota(G. Fwer- 
muth; cf. VERMOUTH); of unkn. origin; 
the assim. is due to the use of Artemisia as 
a remedy for worms in the body. 


worrit warit worry. XIX (Lamb). dial. 
var. of WORRY; cf. werret, wherret XVIII. 


worry wa'ri Tstrangle OE.; Tchoke xim; 
seize by the throat with the teeth xiv; 
harass, assail xvi; afflict mentally; intr. for 
refl. xix. OE. wyrgan = OFris. wergia kill, 
MLG., MDu. worgen, OHG. wurgan (Du. 
wurgen, G. würgen) :- WGerm. *wurzjan ; 
ME. werry, wirry, surviving dial., are normal 
developments of the OE. form, which con- 
tains a var. of IE. *wergh- as seen in MHG. 
erwergen throttle. 


worse wais compar. of bad, evil, ill. OE. 
adj. wiersa, wyrsa = OF ris. werra, wirra, 
OS. wirsa, OHG. wirsiro, ON. verri, 
(:- *wersi), Goth. | wairsiza :- CGerm. 
*wersizon, f. *wers-, found also in OS., 
OHG. werran (G. ver|wirren entangle, con- 


found; cf. WAR); see -ER?. So adv. OE. 
wiers = OS., OHG. wirs, ON. verr, Goth. 
wairs. Also worst. Hence wo-rsEN® 


wāusn make worse XIII; become worse 
XVIII. Erratic in currency till xviii, when 
it was taken up by such writers as Words- 
worth, De Quincey, and Southey as less 
formal than deteriorate, etc. WO'rSER, XV; 
double compar. like lesser, in XVII-XVIII in 
full use as an alternative to worse, and 
surviving later in some phrs. like worser 
part, and in dial. and vulgar use. Q ON. 
verri was adopted as ME. werre, which was 
succeeded by warre, war, this giving waur 
in Sc. (xviir), a form familiarized by Burns 
and Scott, and generalizéd in Sc. use. 


worship ws-3fip (arch.) good name, credit, 
dignity, importance; respect shown OE.; 
veneration of a power held divine xri. OE. 
toeor pséipe, wurp-, wyrp-, f. weorb wonrH? 
+-séipe -sHip. Hence vb. xi. ME. worp- 
shipie. worshipFuL!. x111; as an honorific 
title x1v. Q Formations peculiarly Eng. 

worst w5ist adj. and adv.; superl. of bad, 
evil, ill. OE. wierresta, wyrresta = OFris. 
wersta, OS. wirsista, OHG. -isto, ON. verstr; 
see -EST. Hence vb. timpair, damage; over- 
come, defeat. XVII. 

worsted wurstid (woollen fabric made of) 
closely twisted yarn. xir (vurstede). f. name 


ofa parish in Norfolk, OE. Wurpestede, later 
Worthstede, now Worstead; in AL. pannus, 
in AN. drap, de Wurthstede. 


wort! wit herb, vegetable OE.; cabbage 
(surviving in COLEWORT) xiv. OE. wyrt 
root, plant = OS. wurt, (O)HG. wurz, ON. 
urt, Goth. waurts; cf. ROOT), 


wort? wit infusion of grain for the making 


of beer. OE. wyrt = OS. wurtja spicery, 
(M)HG. wiirze. 
worth! ws5ip' money value (e.g. penny- 


worth) OE.; relative value in character 
XIV; (high) personal merit xvi. OE. wor), 
qweorp, wurp = OFris. werth, OS. werd, 
OHG. werd (G. wert), ON. verd, Goth. 
wairp; sb. use of next. Hence wo:rth ess. 
xvi (Sh.). 


worth? wirp of the value of a specified 

amount OE.; having a value of (so much) 
XII; possessed of xv. OE. worp, weorp, 
wurp — OFris. werth, OS. werd, MDu. 
waert, wert, OHG. werd (Du. waard, G. 
wert), ON. verdr, Goth. wairbs; CGerm. 
adj. of doubtful etym. 


worth? wip (arch.) come to be, become. 
OE. weorpan, wurpan, pt. wearp, wurdon, 
pp. gewordan — OFris. wertha, OS. werðan, 
OHG. werdan (Du. worden, G. werden), 
ON. verda, Goth. wairpan :- CGerm. 
*werban, f£. IE. *wert, whence L. vertere, 
earlier vortere turn (with many comps.), 
OSI. vritéti turn, Skr. vértaté turns, passes 
on, takes place. Cf. VERSE, VERTEBRA, VER- 
TIGO, -WARD. 


worth’ wiip (hist.) enclosed place. xvi. 
Used mainly as extracted from place-names 
containing it as final el., e.g. Kenilworth. 
OE. worp = OS. wurd soil, MLG. wurt, 
wort homestead; of unkn. origin (but see 


A. H. Smith, Eng. Place-Name Elements). 


worthy  w3uiói (arch.) having worth or 
value ; of sufficient worth xii ; sb. xiv. ME. 
vur pi, worpi, f£. WORTH! ---Y!; superseding 
OE. wurpe, weorpe, wierbe and weorp 
WORTH?, 


eworthy wa-16i the adj. worTHY used from 
XIII (e.g. in deathworthy) as a second el. of 
comps., repl. -wurthe, repr. OE. -wyrpe, 
-wierpe, f. weorh woRTH?, Only a few are 
now in regular use, as blame- (Trevisa), 
note-, praise- (XVI), seaworthy x1x ,(so air- 
worthy). 


wot wot (arch.) know. xu. Arising from 
the carrying over of the perfect-present 
stem ist and 3rd sg. w6t (OE. wat) into 
other parts of wiT?; the substitution 
appears first in the 2nd pers. sg. (wat, wot 
for wast, wést) and the pl. (for witen) of the 
present tense ; it was established throughout 
by xvi. 


would, would(e)st see wirr?. 


wound wünd bodily hurt, external injury; 
also fig. OE. wund = OF ri s. wunde, 
wund, OS. wunda, OHG. wunta (Du. wond, 
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G. wunde), ON. und: CGerm. (exc. Goth., 
which has adj. wunds = OHG., G., OE. 
wund), abstr. formation in *-26; the base is 
of uncertain origin. So vb. OE. wundian = 
OFris. wundia, etc. Q The normally de- 
veloped pronunc. waund, recorded in some 
dicts. of xvni, survived dial, in the adj. 
wou-ndy’ and adv. wou-ndiLy’, and the 
ints. wounds (for Christ’s wounds, etc.) and 
ZOUNDS. comp. wou:ndwortT! pop. name 
of various plants reputed to heal wounds. 
xvI (Turner, Gerarde, tr. Du. wondkruid). 


wourali see CURARE. 


wove wouv var. of woven, pp. of WEAVE 
XVIII ; from early xix in techn. use of paper. 


wow wau excl. of aversion, surprise, or 
admiration. xvr (Douglas). In earliest and 
main use Sc. Hencesb. (U.S. sl.) something 
sensational. Xx. 


wow-wow wau'wau silver gibbon of Java. 

XIX. -—- Malay wauwau, Javanese waza 
(whence Du. wouwouz, wawwaw); imit. 
of its cry. 


Wr- r cons.-combination occurring initially 
in many words implying twisting or dis- 
tortion, the earlier of which often have 
cogns. in other Germ. langs. Difficulty in 
pronouncing the combination is shown by 
ONhb. sps. with wur-, as by later wer- (x1iv— 
xv). Loss of the w is shown by reduction to 
r in writing and by the converse use of wr- 
for r-, which appeared in xv and became 
frequent in xvr. Retention of w has re- 
mained locally where in standard Eng. it 
has been lost. 


wrack? ræk (arch.) retributive punishment, 
vengeance OE.; damage xv. OE. wrec, f. 
var. of base of zvrecan WREAK. 


wrack? ræk (dial.) wreck, wreckage xiv; 
marine vegetation XVI. — MDu. wrak, corr. 
to OE. wræc WRACK!. Cf. VAREC(H). 


Wraf ræf Women’s Royal Air Force. 


wraith reip phantom, ghost. xvr (G. 
Douglas). Sc., of unkn. origin ; familiarized 
through Scott's use. 


wrangle rz:ggl dispute angrily or noisily. 
xiv (PPl.; not common before xvi). prob. 
of LDu. origin; cf. LG., G. dial. wrangeln. 
Cf. WRING. See -LE?. Hence wra nglrn! 
disputant XVI, spec. one placed in the first 
class in the mathematical tripos at Cam- 
bridge university XVIII. 


wrap rep cover or enfold in clothing or the 
like xiv (R. Mannyng); in various transf. 
and fig. uses from late xiv. Of unkn. origin ; 
similar in form and sense are NFris. wrappe 
stop up, Da. dial. vrappe stuff; and cf. ME. 
bexrappe, beside wlappe (xtv), LaP®. 


wrasse ræs fish of various species of 
Labrus or Labride. xvir (Willughby). 
= Corn. wrach, var. of gwrach = W. gwrach 
wrasse, old woman (cf. old wife as a name for 
the wrasse). 


WRETCHED 





wrath rip, U.S. rap anger (esp. intense or 
violent). OE. wréppu (whence ME. wrap pe, 
torebbe; wrath from xiv), f. wràp wRorH-4- 
-*;bo -TH!. 

wreak rik Tfdrive away, expel, give vent to 
(anger, etc.); avenge, revenge OE.; take 
(vengeance) on xv. OE. wrecan, pt. wree, 
wrecon, pp. wrecen = OFris. wreka, OS. 
wrekan, OHG. rehhan (Du. wreken, G. 
rächen), ON. reka, Goth. wrikan persecute :— 
*CGerm. *wrekan, f. *wrek- (cf. *wrak- 
S.V. WRETCH) := IE. *wreg-, prob. cogn. with 
L. urgére subject to pressure, drive, URGE, 
Gr. eirgein shut up. 


wreath rip pl. wreaths ridz A. twisted 

band or coil OE.; bank or drift of snow 
XVIII; B. chaplet or garland of flowers, 
leaves, etc. xvi. OE. wriþa, f. reduced var. 
of the base of wRrTHE. So wreathe rið 
twist, coil. xvi. perh. back-formation f. 
wreathen (XIV) arranged in coils or curves, 
ME. vwréthen, var. of writhen, OE. wripen, 
pp. of wriban WRITHE. 


wreck rek what is cast ashore by the sea; 
ruined or disabled ship xit; disabling of 
a vessel Xv. — AN. wrec- ON. *urek, f. 
*wrekan drive (see WREAK, WRACK?) ; hence 
wreck vb. make a wreck of. xv (but cf. 
AL. recüre Xil). wre:ckAGE wrecking; 
remains of a wrecked vessel. xix. 


wren ren small dentirostral] passerine bird 
of the genus 'Troglodites. OE. evrenna, with 
var. zoranna (surviving in dial. wran), 
obscurely cogn. with synon. OHG. wrendo, 
wrendilo, Icel. rindill. 


Wren ren woman of the Women’s Royal 
Naval Service (Wrens). XX. 


wrench rentf turn, twist (intr. OE.; trans. 
xill). Late OE. wrendan = OHG. renchen 
(G. renken), of unkn. origin. 


wrest rest turn, twist OE.; pull or pluck 
away XIII ; strain the meaning of, deflect the 
course of xvi. OE. wrzstan — ON. *wreista 
(ONorw., Icel. rezsta, MDa. vreste, Da. 
vriste) += *wraistjan ; cf. WRIST. 

wrestle re-s] strive to overcome another by 
grappling with his body. OE. *wrstlian 
(implied in late OE. wrzstlung ‘palestram’), 
corr. to LDu. repr. by NFris. wrassele, 
MLG. worstelen, wrostelen, (M)Du. wor- 
stelen, OE. wraxlian, OFris. wrāxlia, perh. 
f. *wrasc-, dial. wrasle. 

wretch ret| -exile (of doubtful survival 
after OE.); miserable being; despicable 
person OE.; Tniggard, miser xiv (RMan- 
nyng). OE. wrecééa = OS. wrekkio (applied 
to the Magi), OHG. (w)recch(e)o exile, ad- 
venturer, knight errant (MHG., G. recke 
warrior, hero, dial. giant) ~~ WGerm. 
*wrakjo, f. *wrak- (see WREAK), whence 
popL. waracié(n-), the source of F. 
GARÇON). 

wretched retfid marked by distress or 
misery XII; contemptible x11. f. WRETCH+ 
-ED?; for the unusual formation cf. WICKED. 
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wriggle rigl twist the body about with 
short sinuous movements. xv. = (M)LG. 
(= Du.) wriggelen, frequent. of wriggen 
(Du. wriggen); see -LE*, and cf. WIGGLE. 


wright rait artificer, handicraftsman (esp. 
one who works in wood), surviving mainly 
in cartwright, playwright, shipwright, wain- 
wright, wheelwright, of which the first and 
fourth, together with the simplex, are com- 
mon surnames. OE. wryhta metathetic var. 
of wyrhta = OFris. wrichta, OS. wurhtio, 
OHG. wurhta - WGerm. *wurhtjo, f. 
*wurk- WORK. 


wring rin pt., pp. wrung ran squeeze, 
twist, wrench, wrest (lit. and fig.). OE. 
wringan, pt. wrang, wrungon, pp. wrungen = 
OS. -wringan (MLG., Du. wringen); 
WGerm. str. vb. f. base wreyg-, rel. to 
*wrayg- WRONG. Cf. WRANGLE. 


wrinkle rinkl Twinding; fold xv. OE. 
gewrinclod winding (of a ditch), ppl. forma- 
tion with no recorded infin. The earliest 
members of the group are wrinkling, wrink- 
lingly (xiv, Trevisa), and wrinkled (xv, 
Lydg.). So wri-nkle vb. undergo contraction 
into small folds. xvi. prob. orig. of local 
status and consequently rarely evidenced 
in early use. 


wrist rist joint uniting the hand to the fore- 
arm OE.; (dial) ankle, instep xvr. OE. 
wrist, corr. to OFris. vrist, wirst, (M)LG. 
wrist, (M)HG. rist wrist, instep, withers, 
ON. rist instep + CGerm. (exc. Goth.) 
*wristiz, prob. f. *wrid-, f. wk. grade of the 
stem of WRITHE. Comp. wri:stBAND? part 
of a sleeve that covers the wrist. xvi. wrist- 
LET. XIX, 


writ rit writing, spec. legal document. 

OE. writ = OHG. riz stroke, written 
character (G. riss, as in umriss outline), ON. 
rit writing, writ, letter, Goth. writs pen- 
stroke, f. *zvrit- *writ- WRITE. 


write rait pt. wrote rout, pp. written 
ritn form or delineate with an implement; 
inscribe (letters). OE. wrītan, pt. wrāt, 
writon, pp. (ge)writen, engrave, draw, depict, 
write = OF ris. writa score, write, OS. writan 
cut, write, OHG. rizan tear, draw (G. reissen 
tsketch, tear, pull, drag),ON. ritascore, write 
(Norw. rita, dial. vrita) :- CGerm. (exc. 
Gothic; cf. WRIT) *writan, of unkn. origin. 
@ The sense-development is due to the 
earliest forms of inscribed symbols being 
made on stone and wood with sharp tools. 

writhe raid twist, e.g. the body (trans. and 
intr.). OE. wriban, pt. wrap, wribon, pp. 
gewriben — OHG. ridan, ON. ríða (OSw. 
vripa), rel. to WREATH. 


wrong ron (perh.) tcrooked, twisted OE. 


(on wrangan hylle xix copy of 944 docu- 
ment); deviating from equity or the right 
XIII; incorrect, erroneous XIV. Late OE. 
wrang, wrong- ON. *wrangr, rangr awry, 
unjust (MSw. vranger, Sw. vrdng, MDa., Da. 
vrang) = MLG. wrangh sour, tart, MDu. 
wrangh bitter, hostile, Du. wrang acid, rel. 
to WRING. Hence adv. XIII, sb. that which 
is wrong, unjust, or immoral x1 (Wulfstan) ; 
vb. XIV. Wro-ngruL!, XIV, Wro-‘ngLy”. XIV 
(all R. Mannyng). 


wroth roup, rop (arch.) angered, wrathful. 
OE. wrap = OF ris. wréth, OS. wréd (Du. 
wreed cruel), OHG. reid, ON. reiðr, f. 
Germ. *wraiþ- *wrīþ- WRITHE. Rare 
€.1530-1850 exc. in or after biblical use, 
and said by J. to be ‘out of use’, its revival 
being begun by early-xix poets. 


wrought r5t fashioned or formed, esp. by 
labour or art XIV; manufactured ; decorated, 
elaborated xv; (of metals) shaped by 
hammering, ete. xvi. ME. wro3t, meta- 
thetic var. of wor3t, worht, pp. of WORK. 


wry rai twisted, distorted (lit. and fig.) xvr. 

f. (dial.) wry vb., OE. zrigian strive, go 
forward, tend, in ME. deviate, swerve, 
contort = OF ris. wrigia bend, stoop; cf. 
AWRY, WRIGGLE. comp. wry-NECK bird of 
the genus lynx, distinguished by a habit of 
writhing head and neck xvI. 


Wyandot(te) waiondot breed of domestic 
fowl. xix. f. name of an Iroquoian tribe of 
N. Amer. Indians. 

wych-elm, witch-elm  witjelm witch 
hazel, Ulmus montana. xvu (weech elm, 
Bacon). Earlier witchen elm (xv1) ; f. wych, 
witch, OE. wice, wié, prob. f. Germ. *wik- 
bend (see WEAK)+ ELM. 

wych hazel, witch hazel applied to various 


trees with pliant branches xvi. See prec., 
HAZEL. 


Wyclif(f)üian wikli-fion follower of John 
Wycliffe or Wyclif, Wiclif(fe), English theo- 
logian and reformer (c. 1320-84). XVI. 
Also Wy:clif(f)isr xv (Pecock, Capgrave), 
Wy:clif(f)rrE (xvi). - medL. 

Wykehamical wike-miksal pert. to Winches- 
ter College, or pupils or the staff of this. xvir1. 
f. modL. Wiccamicus, f. name of William of 
Wykeham bishop of Winchester and founder 
of the college (1382) ; see -1cAL. 

wyn(n) win runic character p. OE. ‘joy’, 
corr. to OS. wunnia, OHG. wunnja, wunnia, 
wunna (G. wonne); WGerm. (cf. WINSOME, 
WISH). 


wyvern, twivern wai-vorn (her.) winged 
two-footed dragon. xvii. alt. of Tzeycer (x11) 
— OF. wivre, (also mod.) guivre :- L. vipera 
VIPER; for excrescent » cf. BITTERN. 
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X eks (math.) as the symbol of an unknown 
quantity xvii; (transf.) undetermined num- 
ber or quantity xix. Derived ult. from 
Arab. shei a thing, something, written by 
Sp. convention xei, translated by It. cosa, 
of which the abbreviation co was read as x; 
prob. taken directly from the Géométrie 
(1637) of Descartes, who used z, y, x for 
three unknowns. 


xanth(o)- zzenp(ou), comb. form of Gr. 
xanthós yellow, used in many techn. terms. 
XIX. 


xebec zi:bek small three-masted vessel of 
the Mediterranean. xvin. alt, after Sp. 
Txabeque, now jabeque, of chebec — F. chebec 
— It. sciabecco — Arab. shabbák. 


xeno- zemnou repr. comb. form of Gr. 
xénos guest, stranger, foreign, strange (cf. 
GUEST), used in techn. terms. XIX. xeno- 
PHOBIA morbid dislike or dread of foreigners. 


xenon zenon (chem.) heavy inert gaseous 
element present in the atmosphere (X, Xe). 
1898 (Sir Wm. Ramsay). - Gr. n. of xénos 
(see prec.). 


Xeres sack, wine XVII; see SHERRY. 


Xero- ziorou, zioro9: comb. form of Gr. 
Xérós dry, used in techn. terms XIX, An 
early ex. is XeroPHAGY zioro'fodai eating 
of dry food (as a form of fasting) xvi. 
- Gr. xérophagía. 


xiphias zifi$s swordfish, esp. X. gladius, 

having the upper jaw prolonged into a 
sword-like weapon. xvi (Ziffius, Spenser). 
-L.-— Gr. xiphias, f. xiphos sword. 


xiphoid zifoid sword-shaped, ensiform. 
XVIII. —modL. xiphoidés~ Gr. xiphoeidés, 
f. xiphos sword; see -oID. 


X-rays eksrerz form of radiation dis- 
covered by W. C. Róntgen of Wiirz- 
burg in 1895, also called Róntgen rays. 
—- G. x-strahlen. 


xylo- zailou, zailo: comb. form of Gr. 
xulon wood, used in techn. terms xix. 
xy loniTE celluloid. xix; earlier form xy- 
loinite, irreg. f. xyloidin afterwards assim. to 
Gr. xüálon. xy:lloPHONE musical instrument 
consisting of flat wooden bars XIX. 


xystus, pl. -À zi:stos, -ai portico, colonnade. 
xvii (Evelyn). — L. —- Gr. xustós, xustón. 


Y 


y- i prefix repr. OE. ge- = OFris. gi-, ge-, 
te-, €-, OS. gi-, ge-, i-, MLG., MDu. 
ge-, ghe- (LG., Du. ge-), OHG. ga-, ka-, 
gi-, ki- (G. ge-, dial. je-), Goth. ga- :- Germ. 
*^a-; in Scand. the prefix had disappeared 
as a living element in prehistoric times but 
relics survive in ON. glikr LIKE!, gnógr 
ENOUGH. The parallelism of form and 
meaning shown by such words as L. com- 
minis and Goth. gamains, OE. gem#ne COM- 
MON, L. convenire CONVENE and Goth. 
gagiman assemble, has suggested the possi- 
bility of the identity of Germ. *za- and 
L. com-. ‘This prefix is disguised in form 
or its force is obliterated in AFFORD, ALIKE, 
AMONG, AWARE, EACH, EITHER, NEITHER, 
ENOUGH, EVERYWHERE, HANDICRAFT, HANDI- 
WORK. From mid-XvI archaizing poets 
created new formations, e.g. vehatin'd, 
ydrop, yglaunst, yshrilled, occas. with prp., 
as yeausing (Sackville), star-ypointing (Mil- 
ton). The orig. physical meaning ‘with’, 
‘together’, yielded the notion of associations, 
and hence of appropriateness, suitability, 
and collectivity, the final stage being the 
notion of completeness and perfectivity, a 
special application being the use of the 


prefix in pps., regular in OE. and continuing 
in southern ME. till xv, and repr. by a- in 
mod. dial. use. The OE. form ge- was suc- 
ceeded in ME. by 5e-, te-, i-, y-, the last of 
which is regular in Spenser and his imita- 
tors, as in YCLAD clothed, YCLEPT called, 
yfet fetched, ywrit written. 


-y' i suffix of adjs. denoting ‘having the 
character of ..’, ‘inclined to. .’, ‘full or con- 
sisting of . .’; OE. -ig, earlier -eg, -%g, in 
early ME. -;, later -ze, -ye, finally -y, with 
variant -ey in certain positions, as bluey, 
gluey, nosey (beside nosy). Some adjs. of 
OE. date have long ceased to show their 
etymol. relations, as empty, dizzy, giddy, 
merry, as distinguished from others such as 
bloody, mighty, speedy. The sp. of fiery 
(f. fire) is notable. For the addition of -y to 
produce a more adjectival appearance see 
chilly, haughty, murky, slippery, wary, and 
compare hugy, tpaly. An exceptional 
etym. is handy. To be noted is the 6 in 
swarthy and worthy; the coexistence of 
leafy and leavy, the double cons. in baggy, 
catty, chummy, leggy, soppy, etc.; the ck 
in panicky and the like. In the foll. the 
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origin is different, but the suffix is assoc. 
with this: faulty, hardy, jolly, risky, sturdy, 
tardy. Recent derivs. (since c.1800) have 
been very numerous, and have tended to be 
joc., undignified, or trivial, as balmy, batty, 
boosy, bossy, cushy, doggy, dotty, hammy, 
hors(e)y, mousy, oniony, sexy, shirty, squiffy. 
The suffix is added less frequently to verbs 
with the meaning ‘inclined to, liable to’, as 
in choky, drowsy, slippy, sticky (xvi), later 
blowy, clingy, quavery, rollicky, runny (e.g. 
of eggs). 
-y? 1 suffix orig. of weak vbs. of the second 
class, of OE. inf. -zan, (with pt. in -ode, 
pp. in ~od) = OF ris. -ia, OS. -dian, -6n, 
OHG. -ón (Du., G. -en), Goth. -ón :- Germ. 
*-0jan. By x11 it was restricted to southern 
and western areas and remains in mod. dial. 
(Somerset, Devon, and Dorset) in intr. 
inf. use. 


-y? i suffix repr. ultimately, partly through 
(O)F. -ie, CRom. -£a, L. -/a -1A!. It is the 
vocalic el. of -cv, -Rv, and the final el. of 
many disyll. suffixes, viz. -ACY, -ANCY, 
-CRACY, -ENCY, -ERY, -GRAPHY, -LATRY, 
-LOGY, -MANCY, -PATHY, -PHILY, -TOMY. 
It is exemplified in names of countries such 
as Brittany, Italy ; contrast Arabia (+Araby), 
Britannia, Syria (tSyrie). 


-y* i repr., partly through AN. -ze, L. -zum 
as appended to verbal bases, as in augury, 
colloquy, perjury, obloquy, remedy, subsidy; 
not a productive el in Eng., but perh. 
supplying the analogy for expiry and in- 
quiry, and a basis for entreaty, f. entreat vb. 
after treat, treaty. 'lhe y of effigy, mercy, 
navy, pigmy, is different. 


=-y°’ i suffix repr. AN., OF. -e, -ee (mod.F. 
-é, -ée) i- L. -atu-, -ata (see -ATE!, -ATE?; 
in sbs. = -ATE! as in (1) county, duchy, 
pasty, paity, treaty, (2) army, delivery, 
entry, livery; in adjs. -- -ATE?, as in easy, 
privy, puny, tawny; there are few gen. adjs. 
of this class, but the number of heraldic 
descriptive terms is considerable, as bendy, 
gyronny, lozengy, sarcelly, the earliest of 
which have the forms -e, -ee, -i; wavy as 
a syn. of undy is isolated as a formation on 
a native word. 


-y? i also -ze, (in some special cases) -ey, as 
Charley (beside Charlie), jockey, sawney, 
slavey; originating in hypocoristic Se. 
formations, several of which have been the 
basis of surnames, as Christie, Christison, 
Jamieson, Mathieson, Robison, and forming 
pet names and familiar diminutives, as well 
as transf. uses such as applications to imple- 
ments; for miscellaneous exx. see babby, 
Betty, bobby, cuddy*, daddy, dandy", dicky', 
Jemmy, jockey, joey", johnny, kiddy, namby- 
pamby, nanny, paddy”, Sally Lunn, teddy, 
Tommy. Addition to a curtailed form of a 
disyllable or polysyllable is exemplified by 
baccy, cabby, hubby, middy, nighty, toady, 
tummy, tweeny; exx. of proper names are 
Bozzy (f. Boswell), Dizzy (f. Disraeli). 





YAOURT 


Isolated formations are comfy (for comfor- 
table), conchy (for conscientious objector), 
gutty (for guttapercha), hanky (formerly 
handky, for handkerchief), navvy (for navi- 
gator). (For applications of the pl. see -IEs.) 
Cf. -sy. 


yabber je:bor language of Australian 
aborigines. XIX. Native yabba. 


yacht jot light fast-sailing ship. xvi. — early 
modDu. jaght(e), now jacht, short for 
jaghtschip (ship for chasing), f. jaght hunt- 
ing, chase, f. jagen hunt, chase (see -T?); 
from Du. arealso G. jacht, Sw. jakt, Da. jagt, 
F. jacht jak, Sp. yacte, yate, yac, Pg. hiate, 
Russ. jakhta. Owing mainly to the presence 
in the Du. word of the sound x the Eng. sp. 
has been various and erratic; the present 
pronunc. is shown by yott in XVII; a former 
pronunc. jot[ or jztí is shown by the sp. 
yatch (xvir-Xix). Hence yachtiNG! jo-tip, 
ya:chtsMAN, superseding yachtman. XIX. 
yaffingale jz-fingeil (dial) green wood- 
pecker. xvi1. imit. of the bird’s laughing cry. 
Also yaffil, yaffle je-fA xvin, ya: fFer! xIx. 
yager jergor anglicized sp. of JÁGER. XIX 
(Byron, Campbell). 
yah! jā excl. of disgust or defiance. XIX. 
yah? j4 repeated yah! yah! denoting per- 
perverted pronunc. of hear! hear! used as 
a form of applause. XIX. 


yahoo ;jahü: name invented by Swift 
(Gulliver’s Travels, 1726) for a brute in 
human form. Cf. HOUYHNHNM. 


Yahvist see JAHVIST. 


yak jek bovine animal Poephagus grunniens. 
XIX. — libetan yyag. 


yale lock jeil Jok form of lock invented by 
Linus Yale (1821-68), a locksmith of New 
England. xix. 


yam jem (tuberous root of) species of 

Dioscorea. xvii (earlier in Eng. writings 
in various alien forms, e.g. inany, nname, 
igname) — Pg. inhame or Sp. tigfiame (mod. 
fiame), whence F. zgname ; ult. source unkn. 
yamen, -un jà:mon office of a Chinese 
mandarin, XIX. Chinese, f. ya general's 
tent or pavilion, official residence + mun 
gate. 


yank jenk (dial., U.S.) pull suddenly and 
vigorously ; also sb. xix. Of unkn. origin. 


Yank jenk short for YANKEE. XVIII. 


Yankee jz-nki native of New England, 
(hence of the U.S.A.). xvir. None of the 
proposed etyms. is convincing; most 
plausibly on formal grounds, spec. applica- 
tion of Yankee, Yank(e}y (XVII-XVIII) as a 
surname or nickname, and may be based on 
Du. Jan John and intended as a dim. form 
(= Jantje). «| Yanky was formerly the 
name of a craft of Du. build. 

yaourt ja:uit semi-solid curd-like food 
prepared from milk. xix. — Turk. yoghurt 
(with quiescent gh). 
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yap bark sharply. xvii. imit. Cf. YAWP. 


yapock ja:pok S. Amer. water opossum. 
XIX. f. name of a river between French 
Guiana and Brazil. 


yapp book-binding with projecting limp 
leather cover. xix. Name of a London 


bookseller to whose order the binding was. 


first made. 


yarak jæræk in y. (of a hawk) in condition 
for hunting. xix. perh.- Pers. yàraki 
strength. 


yarborough jàá:iboro hand containing no 
card above a nine. xix. Said to be named 
after an earl of Yarborough who bet 1000 to 
I against its occurrence. 


yard! yàid enclosed space attached to a 
building OE.; enclosure in which animals 
are kept or some work is done x11 (Cursor 
M., Havelok). OE. geard fence, enclosure, 
courtyard, dwelling, region (as in middan|- 
geard, ME. middenerd the earth, ort|geard 
ORCHARD). Corr., with variation of declen- 
sion, to OFris. garda, OS. gardo, OHG. 
gart, garto (Du. gaard, G. garten garden), 
ON. garðr GARTH, Goth. gards house, 
garda enclosure, stall :-~ CGerm. *zardaz 
*gardon, rel. to OSI. gradi city, garden, 
Russ. górod town (cf. the place-names 
Petrograd, Belgrade, Novgorod), Lith. ga¥das 
enclosure. Cf, GARDEN. 


yard* jüid Trod, staff; (naut.) spar to which 
a square sail is bent; Tmeasuring-rod ; 
Trood (of land) OE. ; measure of 3 feet xiv. 
OE. gerd, (WS.) *gierd, gird, gyrd = OFris. 
Jerde, OS. gerdia switch, segal|gerd sail-yard 
(Du. gard twig, rod), OHG. gart(e)a, gerta 
(G. gerte) :- WQGerm. *zazdjo, f. Germ. 
*»azdaz GAD!. 


yare jear ready OE.; (of a ship) easily 
manageable xiv (Gower). OE. gearu = OS. 
garu, -o (Du. gaar done, dressed, clever), 
OHG. garo (G. gar ready, prepared, adv. 


quite), ON. gorr, goru- ready-made, 
prompt, skilled :- Germ.  *zarwu- (cf. 
GAR). 


yarn jain spun fibre of cotton, silk, etc. 
OE. gearn = MDu. gaern (Du. garen), 
OHG., G., ON. garn, prob. f. base repr. 
also by *zarnó in ON. gorn, pl. garnar guts, 
and *garnjo- in OE. mitgern, OS. mid- 
garni, OHG. mittigarni entrail fat, suet, 
and rel. outside Germ. to Lith. gdrna 
intestine, L. Aarulspex one who divines 
from inspection of entrails, Gr. khordé 
intestine, guts, tripe, string of gut, of a 
lyre, CHORD*, Skr. Aird vein. The sense 
‘story, tale’ is from naut. sl. phr. spin a yarn. 


yarrow je-rou plant Achillea Millefolium. 
OE. gearwe, corr. to MDu. garwe, gherwe 
(Du. gerwe), OHG. gar(aywa (G. schaf|- 
garbe) ; WGerm., of unkn. origin. 


yashmak je:[maek Moslem woman's veil. 
XIX. — Arab. yashmaq. 





YEA 


yataghan  je:togon sword of Moslem 
countries. XIX. — Turk. yátághan, adopted 
in many Eur. langs. Cf. ataghan (Byron). 


yaw jo (orig. naut.) deviate in the course. 
xvi. Of unkn. origin. 


yawl'! jol cry out loudly. xiv (5aule). 
Parallel to YOWL with vowel-variation; cf. 
LG. jaulen (of cats). 


yawl? j5l ship's boat; small sailing-boat or 
fishing-boat. xvi (yale, yall, ‘yaule). 
- (M)LG. jolle or Du. jol, whence also F. 
yole, It. jolo, Sw. julle, G., Da. jolle, Russ. 
jal, ult. origin unkn. Cf. JOLLY-BOAT. 


yawn jon open the mouth wide (now only 

from fatigue, etc.); lie wide open. XVI. 
spec. symbolic alt. of ME. 5oze, which with 
gene repr. OE. geonian, var. of ginian = 
OHG. gindn, -én, MDu. ghénen, rel. to 
synon. OE. gaàman, OHCG. geinón and OE. 
ginan, OS. ginan, ON. gina; all n-formations 
on Germ. *zat-, *zi-;a parallel with wappears 
in OHG. giwén, MDu. ghéwen, the simple 
base being shown by OHG. gién gape, 
ON. gjá cleft. Outside Germ. (*ghoi-) 
*ohei- *ghi- is repr. by L. /udre, hiscere 
gape, yawn (cf. HIATUS, DEHISCENT), OSI. 
zijati, Lith. zióti ; cf. Gr. khdskein, khainein 
gape, and CHASM. 


yawp, yaup jp (chiefly dial.) perh. 
identical with late ME. 5olpe cry or shout 
harshly; in xvI-xvii yalp, also of a dog = 
YAP; imit. of loud or strident utterance. 


yaws  józ contagious disease affecting 
Negroes. xvi. So jas in Du. Guiana; 
identity with synon. pians pl. (F. pian, Sp., 
Pg. epian, pian- Guarani pid) has been 
suggested, through Negro jargon. 


yelad ikle-d clothed; arch. as in Spenser, 
Sh., Thomson, Byron; see y-, CLAD. 


yclept ikle-pt arch. called (so-and-so). 
OE. gecleopod, pp. of cleopian, clipian call; 
see Y-, -T°. 


ye ji, ji (arch. and joc., dial.) nom. pl. of 
and pers. pron. OE. gé = OF ris. ji, OS. gi, 
ge (Du. gij), OHG. ir (G. ihr), ON. ér 
(:- *jer), analogically modified forms (after 
the rst pers. pron., e.g. OE. ge after we, 
OHG. zr after wir, ON. ér after vér) of 
CGerm. *juz, accented *jūs, repr. by Goth. 
Jüs, f. *ju- (with pl. ending) ; see YOU, YOUR. 


ye ji late writing of p¢ THE!. 


yea jei affirmative adv. (now dial. and arch.) 
OE. gé, (WS.) géa, corr. to OFris. gé, 7é, 
OS., OHG. 7a (Du., G. ja), ON. jd, Goth. 
ja, jai; ult. CGerm. *ja, *je, which was 
variously modified through stress or emo- 
tional emphasis. The standard sp. yea and 
pronunc. jei show retarded development, 
perh. partly due to assoc. with nay (but the 
normal development ji is current locally). 
@ For the former spec. distinction of 
usage cf. YES. 
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yean jin (arch., dial.) of a ewe, bring forth. 
xIv (Trevisa). repr. OE. *geéanian (rel. to 
geéan ‘feta’), f. ge~ Y- + éanian = WFris. 
eandje, Du. dial. oonen s= Germ. *aunójan, 
f. *aun- :- IE. *agzwn-, whence also L. agnus, 
Gr. amnós, OSl. agng, Olr. dan, W. oen 
lamb. Cf. eanLINGc! young lamb (Sh.), f. 
dial. ean, OE. éanian. 


year jior period of the earth's revolution 
round the sun; i2 months; pl. age OE.; 
pl. period, times xir. OE. (Anglian) ger, 
(WS.) géar = OF ris. jar, jér, OS. jar, gér 
(Du. jaar), OHG. jar (G. jahr), ON. ar, 
Goth. jer :- CGerm. *jaram, f. IE. base 
*jJer- *jór-, repr. also by Av. yàre year, Gr. 
hórà season (whence L. hóra noun), time of 
year, time of day, Aóros year, pl. annals, 
OSI. jara spring (Russ. yarovói, Pol. jary, 
Serb. jari (of crops) spring-sown), and L. 
hornus of this year :- *Ahójorinus, f. *hó joró 
(cf. G. heuer this year, OHG. hiuru :— *hiu 
Jjāru). comp. yearMıND jioumaind yearly 
obit. OE. geargemynd, superseded by year’s 
mind from. XV. 


yearn jiin have a strong desire. OE. 
giernan — OS. gernean, girnean, ON. girna, 
Goth. gairnjan:—- Germ. (not in HG.) 
*eernjan, f. *zernaz (whence Finn. kernas 
desirous), repr. by OE. georn eager, OS., 
OHG. gern (G. gern willingly), ON. gjarn, 
Goth. seina|gairns selfish, f. *zer-, repr. also 
by OHG. gerén (G. begehren) desire, ON. 
gerr greedy, with prob. cogns. in Skr. and 
Av., Gr. khdris favour, grace, khatrein 
rejoice, L. horivi, hortart EXHORT. 


yeast jist frothy substance produced by 
fermentation of malt, etc. OE. (Anglian) 
*sest, WS. *giest (late gist), corr. to MLG. 
gest dregs, dirt, MDu. ghist, ghest (Du. gist, 
gestyeast), MHG. jist, jest, gist, gest (G. gischt, 
earlier gdscht), yeast, froth, ON. jostr, rel. 
to OHG. jesan, gesan; IE. *jes- is repr. also 
by Skr. vás( y)ati seethe, boil, Gr. zefn boil, 
zestós boiled, W. ids seething. 


yelk see YoLK!. 


yell jel utter a loud strident cry. OF. 
(Anglian) gellan, (WS.) giellan, pt. geal, 
gullon = MLG., MDu. ghellen, OHG. 
gellan (Du. gillen, G. gellen), ON. gjalla, 
f. Germ. *zel- *zal-, whence also OE., 
OHG. galan, ON. gala sing, cry out, OE. 
nihte|gale NIGHTINGALE, ON. hanalgal 
cockcrow, OS., OHG. galm outcry. Weak 
inflexions began XIV. 


yellow je'lou of the colour of gold, yolk of 
egg, buttercups OE, tjealous xvir; in phr. y. 
press sensational xix. OE. geolu, -o — OS. 
gelo, (M)LG. geel, MDu. gel(e)u, geel, OHG. 
gelo (Du. gel, G. gelb) :- WGerm. *gelwa :- 
IE. *ghelwo-, rel. to L. helvus. Gr. khlóos, 
khlóē, Lith. gelvas. Cf. GALL, GOLD. sb. 
XIV. 


yellow hammer, ammer jelou (h)e:mox 
species of bunting Emberiza citrinella, 
having bright yellow plumage. xvi (yel- 





YET 


ambre, yellowhamer). 'The source of (h)am- 
mer may be OE. amore 'scorellus' (unidenti- 
fied), with poss. conflation with hama 
covering, feathers, there being a syn. in 
dial. yellowham (xv1); there are numerous 
Continental names of birds which contain 
el. meaning ‘yellow’ or ‘gold’. 


yelp jelp A. tboast; tcry aloud xv; B. 
utter a cry characteristic of dogs, etc. XVI 
(the corr. sense of the sb. is earlier in Sc., 
as used by Dunbar and Douglas). OE. 
gielpan, gelpan, gilpan (pt. gealp, gulpon, 
pp. golpen) = MHG. gelfen, gelpfen, f. 
echoic base otherwise repr. in OS. galpon 
(LG. galpen), ME. 5olpe, dial. yawp. 


yen jen gold or silver coin, the monetary 
unit. XIX. Jap. - Chin. yan round, round 
thing, circle, dollar. 


yeoman jou:mon, pl. yeomen attendant 
below the rank of ‘sergeant’ xIv; freeholder 
below the rank of a gentleman, (hence) man 
of good standing xv. ME. 39man, 3uman, 
geman, 5iman, prob. reduced forms of 
ong-, 3ung-, 3eng~-, 3ingman, i.e. youngman, 
ee dS similarly used in ME. @ The 
phonetic development of ngm to m(m) may 
be paralleled in dial. yeomath, yemmath, etc. 
from *young math late mowing. Swift in 
1706 rhymes ye'man with Philemon. 


yes jes word expressing an affirmative reply 
(peculiar to Eng.). OE. gése, gise, gyse, 
prob. for *giese, f. *gia sie ‘yea, may it be 
(so)’; formerly used spec. in response to a 
neg. questiori )( YEA. 


yester- je:stor of or pert. to the day before 
today. OE. geostran, giestran — OHG. 
gestaron, gesterén, MHG. gester(n), G. gestern, 
MLG. ghist(e)ren, Du. gisteren; in comps. 
yesterDay je-staidi, -dei. OE. geostran, gy- 
stran dzg (also, with metathesis gierstan dag, 
Nhb. giosterdoeg), having one Germ. parallel 
in Gothic (once) gistradagis tomorrow, the 
other langs. having only the simplex, as 
above; yesterE VE XVII, -E:VEN XV, -MO'RN 
XVIII, -MO'RNING XVII; Tyesterneve OE.- 
XIV; yesterNrGHT (arch.), OE. gystran 
niht; yesteryEA'R last year. xix (D. G. 
Rossetti, rendering Villon's antan). yes- 
trEE'N yesterday evening (chiefly Sc. and 
poet.). XIV. 

Of IE. extent (exc. Balto-S1.), the Germ. 
forms showing the addition of compar. -ter- 
(cf. L. hesternus of yesterday) to the stem of 
Gr. khthés, ekhthés, Skr. Rhyds, L. heri 
yesterday. Q The basic sense is ‘another 
day reckoning from yesterday’; the double 
meaning is seen in OHG. égestern and ON. 
i ger: there is an isolated ex. of the meaning 
of ‘tomorrow’ for yesterday in Sir Thomas 
More’s works. 


yet jet (arch.) in addition, further, more- 
over, still; till now. OE. gzet, gieta = OF ris. 
iéta, éta, ita, of unkn. origin, like the synon. 
OE. gén, géna. @[ The meanings of yet are 
expressed in Germ. langs. outside the 
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Anglo-Frisian group by *«oh, OS., OHG. 
noh (Du. nog, G. noch), Goth. nauh (i= 
IE. *nuge ‘and now’). 


yeti jeiti xx. Native Sherpa (Tibetan) 
name of the Abominable Snowman, a sub- 
human animal supposed to leave tracks in 
the snow of the Himalayas. 


yew ju tree of the genus Taxus. OE. iw, 
éow, corr. with cons.-alternation and 
variation in gender to OE. i(o)h, éoh, OS. th, 
MLG., MDu. iwe, iewe, uwe, OHG. iwu, 
iwi, iwa, thu, iga (G. eibe), ON. yr (chiefly 
‘bow’) = CGerm. (exc. Goth.) *ixwasg, 
igwaz, ixwd, igwd, with parallel forms in 
Celtic and Balto-Sl.; F. if and Sp. iva are 
from Germ., and (M)Du. zf from F. :f. 
@ Often planted in churchyards and re- 
garded as symbolical of grief; the wood 
was formerly much used for bows. 


yex jeks, yesk jesk (dial) tsob; hiccups. 

OE. gesca, geocsa, rel. to vb. giscian, 
feocsian, corr. to OHG. geskén, geskizin; 
of echoic origin. 


Yggdrasil i-gdrasil (Norse myth.) the great 
yew tree whose branches and roots extend 
through the universe. xvii. ON., also 
askr yg(g)drasils ‘ash-tree of Y.’; perh. f. 
Yggr name of Odin-+drasill horse. 


Yiddish ji-dif language of Jews in Europe 
and America, consisting mainly of German 
(printed in Heb. characters). xIx. =- G. 
jüdisch jü-dif Jewish, f. Jude JEw (the full 
G. name is Jüdisch-deutsch Jewish-German) 
+-isch -1sn!. 


yield jild pay, repay (mainly obs.) OE.; 
give forth, produce XI; give way, surrender 
xig. OE. (non-WS. ) geldan, (WS.) -gieldan, 
pt. geald, pp. golden = OFris. gelda, zelda, 
OS. geldan, OHG. geltan (Du. gelden, G. 
gelten), ON. gjalda, Goth. -gildan (as in 
fragildan, usgildan compensate) :- CGerm. 
*zeldan pay, requite, further cogns. of 
which are doubtful. Q The sense-develop- 
ment of the Eng. word is largely due to its 
rendering of L. reddere and F. rendre with 
their comps. On the Continent the only 
gen. surviving senses are ‘be worth or 
valid’, ‘concern’, ‘apply to’. 


-yl il (formerly occas. ~ule) terminal el. of 
chemical terms — F. -yle, (T-ule) - Gr. Aule 
wood, matter, substance, used for ‘chemical 
principle’, ‘radical’, introduced by Wöhler 
and Liebig 1832 and first used by them in 
benzoyle. 


ylang-ylang ie rleg anonaceous tree 
Canangium A of Malaysia, etc. 
xix. Tagalog. 


yo jou excl. of incitement or warning. XV 
(5o, io). Also (naut. yo!Ho: youo: xviii, 
YO-HEAVE-HO XIX. 


yod jod roth (and smallest) letter of the 


Heb. alphabet xviir; (philol.) front voiced 
open consonant denoted by j. Cf. IOTA, JOT. 


YON 


yode joud (arch., as used, e.g. by Spenser, 
Thomson, and Scott) went. ME. 3(e)ode, 
var. of 3ede, ede (OE. éode, geéode), func- 
tioning as pt. of gan Go and parallel to 
Goth. iddja, pt. of gaggan; of disputed 
origin but presumably ult. cogn. with Gr. 
eimt I shall go, L. ed I go (inf. ive). Cf. 
Tyede, used pseudo-arch. as inf. xvi—xvixt. 


yodel jou-dal sing with mixture of falsetto 
like Swiss and ‘T'yrolese mountain-dwellers. 
XIX. — G. jodeln (prop.) utter the syll. jo. 


yoga jou:ga union with the Supreme Spirit. 
xix. Hind. ; Skr. yoga union (see vokEg). So 
yo-gi Indian ascetic who practises this XVII. 
Hind. = Skr. yogin. 


yog(h)urt jou:guait var. of YAOURT. XIX. 


yoicks joiks fox-hunting cry. xvii. Con- 
temp. with yoaks and hoicks (also hotck, hoik 
XVII), which appears to be a var. of earlier 
hike, as in hike hallow, hike a Bewmont 
(Turberville xvi). 


yoke jouk contrivance for coupling draught 
animals by the neck; pair of animals so 
coupled (often with uninflected pl.); fig. 
subjection, suppression. OE. geoc = OS. 
juc, OHG. joh (Du. juk, G. joch), ON. ok, 
Goth. juk :- CGerm. */ukam (whence Finn. 
juko) :- IE. *jugom, corr. to L. jugum, Gr. 
zugón, W. iau, OSI. igo, Skr. yugdm, f. *jug- 
*jeug- *joug-, repr. also by L. jungere JOIN, 
Gr. zeugniunat (cf. ZEUGMA), Lith. jungiu 
harness, Skr. voca, Hitt. jugan. So yoke vb. 
OE. geocian. Q The standard form yoke 
descends from the obl. OE. forms, the nom. 
being normally repr. by dial. yock. 


yokel jouk] illiterate rustic, country 

bumpkin. xix. First recorded from flash 
or sporting language ; identical in form with 
dial. yokel green  woodpecker, yellow- 
hammer, of which it may be a fig. applica- 
tion. 


yolk! jouk yellow of an egg. OE. geolca, 
geoloca, f. geolu YELLOW. @ The parallel 
development repr. by yelk (xrv), with corr. 
pronunc. jelk, survived dial. and the sp. 
was common till late xIx, esp. in techn. use. 


yolk? jouk greasy substance of sheep’s skin 
glands. xvrr. repr. OE. *eowoca, in the adj. 
eowocig (local yolky) ; see -y1; cf. Flem. teke, 
whence Sc. ek. 


yon jon (arch., dial.) yonder. adj. (OE., 
once), pron. (xri, Cursor M.). OE. geon, 
corr., with variation of vowels, to OFris. 

jen(a), -e, MLG. gene, MDu. ghens; OHG. 

jenér (G. jener that one), Goth. jains that; 

there is a parallel series of forms without 
cons. initial, viz. OHG. enér, ON. enn, inn 
(definite article), cogn. with Gr. éné day after 
tomorrow, énio: some, Lith. ands, OSI. onú 
that, Skr. āna- this one. So yond jond 
(dial.) yonder (adv. used adj.). OE. geond 
(and), which enters into some 35 comps., 
corr. to MLG. gent, genten, jint, LG. gunt, 
gunten, early Flem. ghins, Du. ginds, Goth. 
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YORE 


jaind thither; cf. BEYOND, ME. (dial) 
ayond. yonder jandaz (now literary, 
arch., or dial.) over there. XIII; adj. XIV. 
ME. jonder (beside sender), corr. to OS. 
gendra (adj.), WFris. ginder (adj.), on this 
side, MDu. ghinder, gunder (Du. ginder), 
Goth, jaindre. yomsSIDE jo-nsaid (on) the 
further side (of) xvi (Coverdale); also adv. 
XVII ; cf. LG. gunsiet, G. jenseits. 


yore joor (arch.) ta long time ago, tfor- 
merly, tfor a long time past ; of y., formerly, 
of old xiv. OE. gedra, gedre, gedro, advb. 
formations of obscure origin, perh. f. ge- 
Y---àr ERE, on the model of gefyrn, f. ge- 
y-+fyrn long ago. 


yorker jd-1ke1 (in cricket) ball that pitches 
inside the crease. XIX. prob. f. York, capital 
of Yorkshire, as being introduced by York- 
shire players; see -ERŁ. 


Yorkshire j5:k[oi name of the largest of 
the Eng. counties often used with reference 
to the alleged boorishness, cunning, or 
trickery of Y. people xvi; Y. pudding, 
batter pudding baked under meat xvir. 


you ju, ju, jo orig. accusative and dative pl. of 
the 2nd pers. pron. (see THOU); began to be 
used xv for nom. YE and somewhat earlier 
(xIv) as a substitute for thee and thou in 
respectful address to a superior; also from 
late XVI as an indef. pron., ‘one’, ‘anyone’. 
OE. iow, gow (also éowic, Nhb. iuih) = 
OFris. ju, OS. tu (Du. u), OHG. (MHG.) 
dat. iu, eu, accus. iuwih, tuch (G. euch) = 
WGerm. *iwwiz, paralleled by *izwiz in 
ON. ydr, Goth. izwis. The primary stem 
*j4 is repr. by Skr. yüydm, Gr. umme 
(:= (j jusme), Lith. jūs you, jùdu you two (cf. 
OE. git). Fully str. OE. éow would be repr. 
by *jau; actual jü arose from re-stressing 
an unstressed var. (cf. I). @ The obl. case 
you, together with its adj. your and corr. 
absolute yours, have displaced in gen. use 
nom. pl. YE and the orig. sgs. THOU, THEE, 
THY, THINE. 


young jan that has lived a short time (also 
trans£). OE. g(e)ong, gung, later iung = 
OFris., OS. jung, OHG. junc (Du. jong, 
G. jung), ON. ungr, Goth. juggs :- CGerm. 
*jupgaz, contr. of *juwuygaz x- IE. *juwykds, 
repr. by Skr. juvaçds youthful, L. juvencus 
young bull, W. ieuanc, | Olr. 0ac, óc young, 
extension of *juwen-, *jün-, repr. directly 
by Skr. yúvan-, L. juvenis young, compar. 
junior JUNIOR, Lith jdunas, OSI. junů, and 
(with abstr. suffix) L. juventa, juventus, Olr. 
óitiu YOUTH. Hence you:ngLING! young 
person OE. geongling = OFris. jongeling, 
OS. jungling, OHG. jungaling, ON. ynglingr. 





YWIS 


youngsTER young person. XVI (Greene, 
Nashe). 


your juod, jis, jar of or belonging to you. 
(i) OE. éower, usu. in partitive sense, g. of 
gé YE, corr. to OFris. inwer, OS. tuwar, 
OHG. iuwër (G. euer); cf. ON. ydr, Goth. 
izwara; (ii) OE. éower m. and n., éowru 
fem., poss. adj. corr. to OHG. tuwar (G. 
euer) ; cf. ON. yd(v)arr, Goth. izwar. Hence 
yours juouz poss. pron. (repl. Tyour) with 
-s aS in HERS, OURS, THEIRS. XIII (Cursor M., 
Havelok). yoursrELr xiv, -se:lves xv1. 


yourt juo:it semi-subterranean dwelling of 
certain natives of Asia. xviit. — Russ. jurta, 
through F. yourte or G. jurte. 


youth jüp fact or state of being young; 
young people OE.; young person XIII. 
OE. geogup, (late) zugub = OF ris. jogethe, 
OS. jugud (Du. jeugd), OHG. jugund (G. 
jugend) 1- WGerm. *jugunp- , alt. of *juwunp- 
(cf. L. juventa, -tus, Goth. junda), f. *zuwup- 
YOUNG; see -TH!, Hence you-thrur!. xvi; 
you:thuoop OE. - xii: ; re-formed xvii. 
yowl jaul (dial) cry loudly with pain; 
caterwaul, howl. xur. Echoic; cf. dial. 
yawl, ME. 5aule YAWL!, and dial. gawl 
(ON. gaula), G. johlen. 


yo-yo jou‘jou toy resembling the bandalore. 
xx. Introduced from Canada, of unkn. 
origin. 

yperite arporait mustard gas. xx. -F. 

f. Ypres, a town of Belgium. See -ITE. 


yttrium i-triam (chem.) rare metal of the 
cerium group (symbol Y). xix. —modL., 
f. yttria (1797), f. name of Ytterby, Sweden, 
whence also ytterbium it»ubiom (min.) 
element occurring in gadolinite ; y:tterbrirE, 
syn. of gadolinite. 


yucca ja4:'ko, yuca jü:'ko in Western and 

Central America, cassava xvi (Eden), plant 
of N. Amer. genus Yucca xvii (Evelyn). 
Of Carib origin. 


Yugoslav see JUGOSLAV. 


Yule jal Christmas. OE. géol, earlier 
geo(h)ol, geh(h)ol, also géola Christmas Day, 
(pl.) Christmastide (and in phr. se #rra 
géola December, se æfterra géola January, 
i.e. the former, the latter ‘Yule’, attrib. in OE. 
&resta geohheldzg, ‘first Yuleday’, Christ- 
mas Day), corr. to ON. jól pl. heathen 
feast lasting twelve days, (later) Christmas ; 
rel. to OE. (Anglian) giuli December and 
January (Bede) = ON. ylir month begin- 
ning on the second day of the week falling 
within November 10-17, Goth. jiuleis in 
fruma jiuleis November; ult. origin unkn. 


ywis see IWIS. 
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ZABRA 


zabra zà:bro small coastal vessel in the 
Bay of Biscay. xvi. — Sp. zabra. 


zaffre zcefo:i impure oxide of cobalt. xvii. 
— It. zaffera (Neri) or its source (O)F. safre 
— Arab. sofr. 


zag zæg second el. of ZIGZAG used to denote 
a direction at an angle to that expressed by 
zig. XVIIL (zig here, zag there, Burns). 


zamorin zæmərin title of the Hindu 
sovereign of Calicut. xvr. —Pg. samorin, 
camorin ~ Malayalam sümürt. 


zany zeini comic performer attending on 
a clown, etc. and imitating him xvi (Sh.); 
Tattendant, hanger-on xvii (Jonson); 
tmimic, buffoon xvi1; simpleton, idiot 
XVIII (J.). = F. gani, or its source It. gani, 
zanni servant acting as clown in tbe com- 
media dell' arte, orig. Venetian and Lom- 
bardic form of Gianni — Giovanni John 
(cf. Zanipolo title of the Church of St. John 
and St. Paul in Venice) used as an appella- 
tion for a porter, etc. from the mountain 
country of Bergamo who had taken service 
in a seaside town. 


zaptieh zæ ptiei Turkish policeman. XIX. 
— Turk. dabtiyeh, f. Arab. dabt administra- 
tion, regulation. 


Zarathustrian see ZOROASTRIAN. 


zariba zorbbo fenced camp in the Sudan, 
etc. XIX. -—Arab. zaribah enclosure for 
cattle, f. zarb sheepfold. 


zayat za-jat public hall for worship, shel- 
ter, etc. XIX. Burmese. 


zeal zil (in biblical language) fervour, 
‘jealousy’ xIv (Wycl. Bible); fardent love, 
fervent longing xv; intense ardour in a 
pursuit XVI. Late ME. zele - late L. zélus 
(whence OF. zel, modF. zéle, Sp. celo, It. 
zelo) — Gr, zélos. So zealot ze-lot member 
of an ancient Jewish sect xvr; zealous person 
xVH. —late L. zélétés ~ Gr. zélétés (fr. Aram. 
gamania f. Heb. gana be jealous), f. zéloiin 
be zealous, f. zélos. zealous zelas xvi 
(Tindale, Coverdale). ~ medL. zéldsus; cf. 
JEALOUS. 


zebra zebra, zrbro S. African equine 
quadruped, Equus or Hippotigris zebra. 
xvi. — It. or Pg. zebra, of Congolese origin. 
Other forms have been used reflecting F, 
zébre or Sp. cebra. 


zebu zi-bju humped species of ox. XVIII 
(Goldsmith). - F. zébu (Buffon, who states 
that it was shown under this name at a fair 
in Paris in 1752); of unkn. origin. 


zecchin zekin gold coin, CHEQUEEN, 

SEQUIN. XVIII, -—]t. zecchino, f. zecca the 
mint at Venice — Sp. seca —- Arab. sekkah 
coin. 


ZEPHYR 


zed zed name of the letter Z, z. xv. - 
(O)F. zéde (— Sp., It. zeta) - late L. zéta - 
Gr. zéta; vars. are dial. zad (Xvi1), occas. 
Tzard (xvir), IZZARD (XVIII), ZEE. 


zedoary  ze:doori (root of) species of 
Curcuma. Xv. - medL. zedoürium — Arab. 
zedwür, which is repr. in many other Eur. 
langs. 


zee zi name (now spec. U.S.) of the letter z. 
XVII. 


Zeitgeist tsai-tgaist spirit of the age. XIX. 
G., f. zeit time + geist spirit; see TIDE, 
GHOST. 


zelotic zila-tik (earlier zealotic) pert. to a 
ZEALOT. XVIIL. -— Gr. zélotikós, f. zélotes; 
see -IC. 


zeme, zemi zi-mi idol, or spirit represented 
thereby, worshipped by W. Indian natives. 
xvil (Purchas). Carib cemi. 


zemindar zémindàxz collector of revenue 
from land held by a number of cultivators. 
xvH. Early forms gem-, jem-, sam- ; Hind. — 
Pers. zamindàár, f. zami(n) earth -+ dar 


holder. 


zemstvo ze'mstvou provincial council in 
Russia. xix. Russ., f. zemlyd land, rel. to 
Gr. khamaí on the ground, L. humus earth 
(see HUMUS). 


zenana zínà:xno E. Indian harem. XVII. 
~ Hind. (— Pers.) zenüna, f. zan woman, 
rel. to Gr. gunë woman (see QUEAN). 


Zend zend language of the Zend-Avesta, 
Avestic. XVIII. — F. zend (used as the name 
of the language by Anquetil du Perron, 
1771), abstracted from Avesta-va-Zend, i.e. 
Avesta with interpretation, in Pers. zand(a) 
vastd, zandastü, whence Zend-Avesta 
zendove'sto, in which Zend was erron. taken 
for an attrib. el. denoting the language of 
the books. 


zenith zenip, zrnip point of the sky 
directly overhead (Trevisa), tpoint of the 
horizon at which a heavenly body rises 
(Ch.); highest point or state xvir (Sh.). 
Late ME. cenyth, senith, cinit - OF. cenit 
(mod. zénith) or medL. cenit (cf. Sp. cenit, 
It. zenit, etc.), obscurely = Arab. samt in 
samt arrás ‘path over the head’ (samt way, 
al the, AL-, rds head); cf. AZIMUTH, 


zeolite zi-alait (min.) generic name of a 
group of minerals consisting of hydrous 
silicates, characterized by swelling up and 
fusing under the blowpipe. xvuI. = Sw., 
G., etc. zeolit, f. Gr. zefn boil+ lithos -LITE. 


zephyr ze:foi west wind xvi (earlier in L. 
form); mild gentle wind xvn (Sh.); light 
article of clothing xvi. = F. géphyr 
(Marot) or L. zephyrus (whence also Sp. 
cefiro, 1t. zefiro, etc.) - Gr. zéphuros. 
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ZEPPELIN 





zeppelin ze:polin rigid dirigible airship in- 
vented by the German Count Ferdinand 
von Zeppelin. 1900. 


zero ziorou (pl. zeroes -ouz) cipher, o 
XVII ; point marked o on a scale, temperature 
denoted by this xvir; nought, nothing XIX. 
= F. zéro or its source It. zero — OSp. zero 
(mod. cero) = Arab. (ifr CIPHER. 


zerumbet zira:mbet E. India plant or its 
root (Curcuma). xvi. ~= Pg. = Hind., Pers. 
zerunbad. 


zest zest torange or lemon peel used for 
flavouring XVII; something that imparts a 
relish; keen relish, gusto xviir. — F. zeste, 
tzest, zec ‘the thicke skin .. whereby the 
kernell of a wall-nut is diuided’ (Cotgr.), 
orange or lemon peel, of unkn. origin. 


zeta zi‘to sixth letter of the Gr. alphabet, 
zed (Z, 6). Gr. zéta, alt. of Heb. zayin, 
after fra, Of7ra. Hence ze-taism; cf. 
etacism, lambdacism, rhotacism. 


zetetic zite-tik pert. to, adherent of, the 
ancient Greek sceptic school of philosophy ; 
investigator, investigation. XVIL. — Gr. 
zététikós, f. zétein seek ; see -1C. 


zeugma zjü'gmo (rhet.) figure by which a 
single word or phrase is made improperly 
to apply to two or more words or phrases 
XIX, earlier in wider use xvi. = L. = Gr. 
zeügma yoking, f. zeugnünai vb. rel. to 
Sugón YOKE. 


zeuxite zjü-ksait (min.) variety of tourma- 
ne. xix. f. Gr. zeüxis yoking, joining, f. 
*zeug- *zug- YOKE. 


zho 30u hybrid between a yak and a com- 
« mon cow. XIX, — Tibetan mdso. 


zibeline zi bolin, -lain sable, Mustela 
zibellina. xvr. ~ F. zibeline (also tzabelline, 
tzebeline, OF. sebelin), with It. zibellino, 
Sp. s-, cebellina, Pg. zebelina), repr. Rom. 
deriv. of Sl. original of SABLE}. 


zibet zi-bet var. of c1veT — medL. zibethum, 
whence It. zzbetto, etc. 


zig see ZAG. 


zigzag zi-gzeg (object) having the form 

wn, XVIII. Earliest forms ziczac; zig-zac 
— F. zigzag, tziczac~ G. zickzack, of sym- 
bolic formation suggesting alternation of 
direction, applied first to fortifications. 
Hence zigzag vb. (Burns) zigzagged 
(Goldsmith), zi:gzaggerRy (Sterne). 


inc zink hard bluish-white metal. xvit. 
— G. zink, tzinken (of unkn. origin), whence 
also F. ginc, tzin, Sp. zinc, It. ginco, etc., 
modL. zincum. Comb. form zi-nco-, 
Zinco-:, as in zinco’GRAPHY. @ Conjec- 
turally supposed to be so called from its 
setting in the furnace in the form of spikes 
(Zinken). 


zingaro zipggárou gipsy. XVI. It., alt. of 
tzingano = Gr. Athigganoi, an _ oriental 
people. 


N 


ZONE 


zinnia zinio plant of genus so named of 

Amer. plants. xvii. modL. (Linnzus 
1763), f. name of J. G. Zinn, German 
botanist; see -IA1. 


Zion, Sion zai-an one of the hills of Jeru- 
salem on which the city of David was built; 
(hence) house of God, the Christian Church, 
place of worship (cf. BETHEL, EBENEZER). = 
ecel.L. Sidén, Gr. Seén, Seidn, tr. Heb. 
tsiyón. 

zip zip (slight sharp sound accompanying) 
a movement or contact. XIX. imit. 


zircon z3-1ikon (min.) native silicate of the 
metallic element zirconium. XVIII. =G. 
zirkon. 


zither zi-por xix. -—G. zither (OHG. 
cithara, zitera) cITHER. Also zi-thern xix ; 
after CITHERN. 


zizyphus zizifos (plant of) genus so named 

of the buckthorn family. xv (ziztfus). 
-~ L.~Gr. zizuphon. So Tzizypha fruit 
of this. xvi. modL. pl. 


zodiac  zou:diek belt of the celestial 
sphere within which the apparent motions 
of celestial bodies take place, divided into 
12 'signs! named after the 12 constellations. 


xiv (Gower). —(O)F. zodiaque (= Pr. 
zodiac, Sp., It. zodiaco)- L.  zoódiacus 
(Cicero) - Gr. zóidiakós (sc. Rküklos the 


circle of the figures or signs, à rv Cwdtwv 
KUkAos), f. zdidion sculptured figure (of an 
animal), sign of the zodiac, dim. of zóion 
animal, f. zóós living (:— *gjó ; cf. QUICK); 
see -AC. So zodiacaL -arokol xvi. -—-F. 
zodiacal. 


zoea zouľə larva of some crustaceans. XIX. 
— modL., extension with -a! of earlier form 
tzo0e~ Gr. zóé life, rel. to zóós living (cf. 
ZODIAC, ZOO-). 


zoetrope  zoustroup scientific toy con- 
verting a series of pictures of successive 
attitudes into the semblance of continuous 
motion. XIX. irreg. f. Gr. zóé life, rel. to 
zoós living (cf. prec.) J- -tropos turning (cf. 
TROPE, TROPIC). 


zoic zou'k showing traces of life, contain- 
ing organic remains. XIX (Dana). - Gr. 
zõikós, f. zőion animal; see -1c. Q Taken 
as if f. Gr. zõē life. 


Zoilus zow'iləs (also anglicized Zoil(e) 
XVI-XVII, after F. Zoile) cynic philosopher, 
of Amphipolis (1v B.c.), notorious for bitter 
attacks on Homer, Isocrates, and Plato. 
Hence Zovilism xvir, ZovilisT xvi. 


zoliverein tso-lfarain union of states of the 
German Empire for the maintenance of 
uniform custom dues XIX. G., f. zoll tax, 
TOLL! + verein union, f. (sich) vereinen unite, 
f. ver- FOR-!-- ein ONE. 


zone zoun each of the 5 belts into which the 
earth's surface is divided xv; climatic 
region; girdle, ring xv1; stripe of colour, 
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ZOO 


etc. XVIII. —(O)F. zone or L. zóna girdle 
(whence also Sp., It. zona) - Gr. zóné :— 
*jósmndá, f. base repr. also by Lith. júostas, 
Skr. ydstas girt. 


zoo zu collection of live animals made and 
maintained for public exhibition. x1x (the 
Clifton Zoo, Macaulay); first three letters 
of Zoological Gardens (Regents Park, 
London) taken as one syll. (cf. next). 


zOO- zou-o(u), zouo:, before a vowel prop. 
zo-, repr. Gr. zdi0-, comb. form of zé10n 
animal (see ZODIAC). 


zooid zou‘oid animal-like creature. 
(Huxley). f. Gr. zóion. 


zoology zouo-lead3i science which treats of 

animals. xvir. First applied to that part of 
medical science which treats of remedies 
obtainable from animals; the first sense 
recorded in Eng. dicts. (from Bailey, 1726) 
is 'a treatise concerning living creatures'. 
- modL. zdologia (Sperling), modGr. zdio- 
logía (Schróder), f. Gr. zóion animal; see 
ZODIAC, -LOGY. Hence zoolo-gicaL. XIX; 
sb. the Z. = zoo. zoologzn!, -logisr. 
XVII (both used by Boyle). 


zoom züm make a continuous low-pitched 
hum; (of aircraft) rise abruptly from level 
flight. xIx. imit. 


zoophyte zou-dfait fplant (such as the 
sensitive plant having some qualities of 
animals); gen. term (now disused) for 
organisms regarded as intermediate be- 
tween animals and plants. xvi. =F. 
zoophyte (Rabelais, r546)- modL.  zóo- 
phyton — Gr. zoióphuton (Aristotle), f. zóion 
animal (see zoo-) 3- phüesthai grow (cf. BE). 


zorilla zórilo animal of an African genus 

allied to the skunks. xvr (Goldsmith). 
— Sp. zorrilla, -illo, dim. of zorro fox; 
cf. F. zorille. 


Zoroastrian  zoro(u)e:strion, Zarathus- 
trian zeropustrion pert. to (adherent of 
the religious system of) Zoroaster, Zara- 


XIX 


ZYMURGY 


thustra (Zend Zarathustra, Pers. Zardusht) 
contained in the Zendavesta; see -IAN. 


zouave zwàáv one of a body of light in- 

fantry in the French army. xix. =F. 
gouave — Zouaoua name of an Algerian 
Kabyle tribe, from which the force was 
first recruited. 


zounds zau-ndz (arch.) euph. abbrev. of 

(by) God’s wounds. xvi (zownes, zoones); 
for the pronunc. see WOUND. @ ‘Zoons is 
only us’d by the disbanded Officers and 
Bullies; but Zauns is the Beaux pronuncia- 
tion’, Farquhar 1699. 


zucchetto  tsuke:tou  ecclesiastic's skull- 

cap. XIX. Incorrect but usual form for It. 
zucchetta small gourd, cap, dim. of zucca 
gourd, head (cf. late L. cucutia, gourd, 
cucutium kind of hood). 


zwieback tsvi-bek rusk. xix. G. tr. of It. 
biscotto ‘twice-baked’ (see BISCUIT); cf. 
TWO, BAKE. 


Zwinglian zwinglian, tsvinglien pert. to 
(a follower of) Ulrich Zwingli (1484—1531), 
Swiss religious reformer. xvi (More). See 
-IAN. 


ZygO- zaigou, zi'gou repr. comb. form of 
Gr. zugón YOKE. 


zygoma zaigou:mo (anat.) bony arch on 
each side of the skull. xvii. = modL. = Gr. 
zügoma, Í. zugón YOKE. 


zymo- zaimou (before a vowel zym-) 
comb. form of Gr. zümé leaven, in techn. 
terms (gen.) fermentation xix. So zymosis 
zaimou'sis. XIX. -— modL.- Gr. zümosis. 
zymotic zaimo-tik. xix. — Gr. ziimdtikds 
causing fermentation, f. ziimotin leaven, 
(pass.) ferment, f. zimé, cogn. with L. jūs 
(see JUICE). 


zymurgy Zzaim3àidsi act of fermentation. 
xix. f. Gr. ziimé (see prec.)+-urgy as in 
metallurgy. Cf. Gr. zümourgós maker of 
leaven. 
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ADDENDA 


common weal, commonweal ko-monwi-l 
the body politic, state, community XIV; the 
general good, public welfare xv. orig. and 
properly two words, rendering L. rés com- 
minis, ¥. le bien commun; cf. weal public (xv) 
repr. L. bonum publicum, F. le bien publique. 
See WEAL!, @ In the sense of ‘state’ in xvi 


G. form is feldspat. 


fen fen low marshy land. OE. fen(n) = 


OF ris. fen(n)e, OS. fen(n): (Du. veen), OHG. 
fenna, fenni (G. fenn), ON. fen, Goth. fant 
:-CGmce. *fanjam, -jaz, -jó 1- IE. *pano-, 
rel. to Skr. pafika mud, OPruss. pannean 
bog, fen, marsh. 


fetid, foetid fetid, fi- stinking xvt. = L. 
fétidus, foet-, {. fétére, foet- stink. Hence 
fe-tidNESS XVIII. 

wage weid3 ta pledge or security; ta 


more esp. Sc., and now archaic or rhetorical. 
commonwealth ko-manwelp, earlier, and 
still occas., ko:monwe-p Tpublic welfare 
xv; the body politic, state, community; in 


spec. fig. and transf, uses, e.g. c. of Christen- 
dom, of learning, of nations XV1; republic, or 
democratic state ; spec. (hist.) the republican 
government established under Oliver Crom- 
well xvir. See WEALTH. @Q Both common 
weal and common wealth were at first used 
indiscriminately in the senses ‘public wel- 
fare’ and ‘body politic’, but in xvI common- 
wealth became the ordinary Eng. term for 
the latter sense, whence the later sense 
‘republic’ was developed. 

feldspar fe-ldspaz, felspar fe-lspaz any of 
a group of crystalline white or flesh-red 
minerals. xvii. alt. of G. feldspat(h), f. feld 
field+-spat(h) spar. Cf. sPAR?*. Hence feld- 
spa:thic adj. @ The common sp. fels is due 
to false deriv. f. G. fels rock. The current 


challenge or engagement to fight; payment 
for service rendered; fig., reward, recom- 
pense XIV; Tpayment for use or possession 
of property xv. ME. wage ~ AF., ONF. 
wage (AL. vagium, wagium) = OF. guage, 
(also mod.) gage -— Gmc. *wadjam; see 
GAGE!, and for the Gmc. collateral forms, 
WED. So wage vb. A. tdeposit or give as 
a pledge or security, esp. for the fulfilment 
of (something promised) xiv; Tagree to 
forfeit in some contingency xv; (exc. 
hist.) pledge oneself to judicial combat 
Xv1; B. Tengage or employ for wages, hire; 
Tpay wages to XIV; C. carry on (war, a con- 
test) Xv. ME. wage(n) =- AF., ONF. wagier, 
waigier = OF. guagier (mod. gager), f. gage 
(see the sb.). 


